

































































and magnetic compass. However, at the time of its entanqglement the

vehicle's maneuvering was being controlled mainly by visual observation
or "seaman's eye",

3. Two persons lost their lives as a result of the entanglement of the
SEA LINK on 17 June 1973, Neither of the two (2) male decedents were
licensed or certificated by the Coast Guard nor were they required to

be by existing laws or requlations. The following is a summary of their
vital statistics:

Albert Dennison Stover SSN |G

Time and Cause of Death Source - onroe County, Florida Certificate
of Death No, 136

Time: Approximately 0100 ENT 6/13/73

Cause: Respiratory Acidosis due to Carbon Dioxide Poisoninn

Edwin Clayton Link SSM

Time and Cause of Death Source - Monroe County, Florida Certificate
of Death No, 137

Time: Approximately 0100 EDT 6/18/73

Cause: Respiratory Acidosis due to Carbon Dioxi1e Poisonina

4, The surface weather conditions at the time of the casualty were
excellent, The seas were reported to be calm with little or no winds,
These same conditions aenerally prevailed throughout the entire rescue
operations with maximum winds and seas of ten (10) knots and one (1)

foot respectively, Water temperaturecs, ranqing from approximately eighvy
(80) deqrees Fahrenheit at the surface to fifty (50) denrees Fahrenheit
at the threc hundred fifty (350) feet depth level, were calculated on the
basis of information provided bv a CSTD recorder. This device can pro=
vide water conductivity, salinity, terperature and depth as well as other
scientific information. The surface current was attributed to the Gulf
Stream and was estimated to be two (2) knots, Fstimates of the subsurface
currents varied from two and one halt (2%) knots at a depth of approxi-
mately two hundred einhty (280) feet to four-tenths (.4) of a knot tidal
influence at the bottom.

5. a. On |6 June 1973 (all dates hereinafter will assume the year 1973
unless otherwise specified) the SFA LI''® positioned a fish trap near the
sunken 1},5,5, FRED T BERRY (ND=R58), The FRED T BERRY (BFRAY) s a
scuttled former United States 'laval destroyer approximately three hundred
and ninety (390) feet lonn and forty (40) feet In breadth. The Doard was
unable to establish a concise picture of the confiquration of the BrRRy
wreckaqe because of conflicting descrintions provided by the submersible
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