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MONT BLANC

 Study of Mont Blanc Operations as prepared by the Historical Section.,

Narrative account of Mont Blanc Operatlons as glven at Army Center

of Artillery Studies A.E.F.

Data on thé Operatlons of the 8d Division at Mont Blanc as translated
from French sources.

Field ©rders of 2d Division.

Journal of Operations of 2d Divisions

Report of Operations of 2d Division.

Narrative account of 2d Battalion 9th Infantry at Mont Blanc.

Data on aperatzons 36th Division at Mont Blanc -

GENERAL INDEX TO MAPS

' ap 1/10 000 Att:.gny

Map 1/10, 000 Tahure

Map 1/10,000  Juniville ‘

Map = combination of Attlgny, Tahure and Juniville showing zones of
Frénch division and 36th Division on October 7, 1918.

Map = showing operations of 2d DlVlSlon in Champagne w1th French )
IVth Army October 3 =19, 1918,

- Map showing lines of maneuver and zones of 2d Division at Blanc Mont,

Map/show1np zones of action and position of units of 2d Division on

(sketch)varxous dates in Blanc Mont operationi

Map (Sketuh) show;ng position of artillery supportlng 2d vamslon at
Blanc Mont on various dates, . .
Kocation map. of artillery for Blanc Mont Operations
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BLANC MOWT.

OPERATIONS OF THE 2D AUD 36TH DIVISIONS WITH THE
FOURTH FRENCH ARY IN CHALPAGNE IN OCTOBER, 1918.

N

Maps: Tahtre, 1/20000; Attigny, 1/20000; Ste Marie,
1/20000. - ,

The Blanc Mont operatwon is . classed by the’ A“erﬂcans ‘25 a part of the
Meuse=Argonne offen51ve, but in g broader sense it was a part of the general
of fensive that extended along the entlre front ‘of the Allied Armies between
switzerland ‘and the- "Eaglish Chamnel, = A1l of the armies were engated in a
converging attack -- the Eritish toward Cazbrai, the French east ahd west
of Rheims toward the Aisne, and the Americans toward Sedan and Mezieres.
The result of these operations, if succesoful;’wbuld be to clear the Germans
from France and Belgium, prevent the withdrawal of a large part of ‘them
into’ Gormany, ‘and also prevent the removal ¢f the supplies accumulated in
Belgium, 'T his would be effected by the cutting of the Carlgaan-Sedan
ilezieres ralgway systen, and tne cutt ng or threauen*ng of “the northern'
system ‘through Liegé. = _

" 'The reduction of the St. kihiel sallent Wwe.s prellnlnary to the mein
operation, which commenced on September 264 'In the main operatlob the First.
American Army advanced in and east of the Argonne forest. ~The Fourth French
Army, in vwhose sector the Blanc Mont operation occurred, advanced west of
the forest. Thus a successful advance by both armies would lessen German
registance in the dlfxzcult ‘country covered by the ‘woodse

‘When the Germans were thrown back in the first battle of tne Jlarne in
1914, +the lineé stablllzea in Champawne about halfway between Souain (5~
kllometers north of Sulppes) and oowwe—Py. It passed through Navarin Farm
and it-was in this vicinity that the 21st Corps of the Fourth French Army
attacked when tze Ieuﬁe—Arvonne operatlon started on oeptember 26, '

The French, prior to their attack in this querter, had called upon
Gen Pershing for assistance, and the orders transferring the two divisiong

“that later on part1c1pated 1n Wt ‘were issued by cenpral headquarnere on Sep~
-tember 23,

Attacking September 26 on the Navarin Farm llve ‘the let French Corpg
had succeeded in aava.c1ug abouwt "9 'k17dmeﬁu?s, iorc;ng the Germans to aban-
don their successive lines unt*l, ‘on geptember 30, the lgtter-were 1oldlng -
the rearmost’ line of the Main position. North of "BgumeP Py" this llne conslstu ,
éd of the Drussmnw,Jlbe, and Tssen trenches and it was the resistance
offered by thegé trenches that had stopped the French advance when the 2d
American Division relieved “tiem here oi’ the night of ortober 1m20 '

The 24 DlVISLOR nad n&wt1c1putec in the 5t. Hiliel offensive, septembef
12.15, 1918, On the night of sentenber 15-16 the division marchea from
its pogltno n lﬂ the front line of the ”hlducourt sector to »he Ansauv1lie-
Royaumeix area,’ 12 kilometers uorih of Toull™ '

Con septanber 20 and 21 the. division marched to the Vieinity of Toul
where it reorganized and received new clothlng and equlpment. '

on septembur R3 the chief of staff, First Army, sent 5 telebram to the
2d Divigion informing it that it would proceed to a new avea, and on the same
date issued Special Order 285, which prescribed the details of the move.

The movement was made by rail (eKCEPt motor transport by marching) startlrg
on September 25 and terminating on September 28. A special order, Fourth
French Army, dlrected detrainment near Chalons, where the lelSlon passed
sito the reserve of the Group of Armies of the Center (G.A.C.)
- On"september 23 the 36th Divisicn, which was undergoing training in the
" Bare svrnﬂhbe area and which had not yet been in line, was notified by wire
from First Army headquarters that it would proceed to a new area. Special
Order 286 prescribed the details of the movement which was made by rail.
The leLSlOPal artillery was not serving with the division at this time and
did not join it unmtil after the armistice. ' The’ strength of the 36th Divie
sion on September 26 was 656 officers and 15, 590'enllstéd. Begides a shortage
of 20 per cent in strength, there was lackwng a great deal of equipment, which
TS @nly partially supplied upon the arrival of the division in the battle '
area. The movenent commenced on September 26 and terminated on September 28.

Ew leﬂ31on then occupied b*llets south of the larne River between Epernay
halons, waere it ;ommed a part of the reserve of the
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French Group of Armles of the Center. For purposes of supply it was attach-
~ed to the Fifth French Armye

‘ On September 28 the 2d Division was placed in the reserve of the Fourth
Freneh Army and on September 28-30 moved by marching and trucks to the Soualnm
Suippes area, 10 kilomefers south of Somme=Py, where the Fourth Army was,
with 1little success, attacking the German line.

On October 1 orders from the Fourth French Army a551gned the 2d Divi-
sion to the 21st 1'remh Corps, and orders fom the latter directed the divi= -
sion to relieve the Glst French Division in the font line. The relief was
effected the night of Yctober 1-2. 'The 4th Brigade (5th and 6th Yarines)
occupied the front line trenches just north of Somme%?yxbetween the Boyau
de Custrine (rlght) and Boyau de Bromberg (left), a front of over 3 kilow-
meters. The 5th Marines relieved the 219th and 265th French Infantry; the
6th  Marines, the 264th French Infantry and a battalion of the 21st French
Division which was on the left of the 6lst {rench Division.

The formation of +the brigade in line was as follows:

- LEFT H RIGHT.
2d Battalmon 6th Marines and Blst ~1st Battalion 5th Marines and Regi-
Machlne Gun Companye mental Machine Gun Company.
1st Battalion 6th Marines and Regl- 2d Battalion 5th Merines and 23d
mentel Machine Gun Company. Machine Gun Companys
34  Battalion 6th Marines and 15th Ma=~¢ 3d Battalion 5th Marines and 77th
chine Gun Company : Machine Gun Company.
: The Front line lay in the German trenches Pacha, Elbe, and Essen. On
- the right of the ector the 4th Brigade occupied the Essen trench, which had
been a support trench when the Yerman front line ran through Navarin Farm, .
5 kilometers to the south. It was practically the rearmost trench of the
German main line, the next trenches to the north being along the Blanc Mont
ridge, 3 kilometers farther backe®n the left of the sector wst of the Bowau
~de la Pirna the Germans still occupied the Essen trench to include a bend
in'this half a kilometer to the west of the “#merican boundary. This bend
occupled an elevation from which flanking fire was delivered on the Americans
in their initial advance, which greatly retarded the operations of the
division. It was known to the #mricans as "Essen Hook,"

The 3d Brigede {9th and 234 Infznﬁrv) was placed in peserve south of
the Navarin Farm ridge.

.The artillery of the 6lst French Division remalnnd in place. The 2d
Field Artillery Brigade moved into the sector October 1. DBoth came under
the 2d Division when the command passed at 8 a.m.,, Uctober 2/

Divisional Headquarters were established at 8 a.m,, October 2d, in a

dugout (Wagram) on the Souvain~Somme-Py road 1 kilometer north of Souain.
‘ The relief of the B¥st French Division by the 2@ Division was made oun-
verbal orders, the vitten orders not arriving at 4th Brigade. headquarters un=-
til 4.40 a.m: -2 teri@he relief was éffected.

' The 2d Division, after taking its position in line, was the left (west)
division of the 21st French Corps. The 67%h French DlVlSlOn was on its

""" 06 9O $&
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- right and the 21st French Division on its left.

4 general attack had been contemplated for Octover 2d, bpt it was post—
poned until the 3d, and the day of the 2d and the night of the 2d&-3d was
devoted to clearlng out those portions of Essen trench still occupied by

'the Germanss This was accomplished easily, as the Germansgithdrew from the
front of the 4th Brigade during the night, allowing the 5tW Marines to '
occupy Essen trench north of Somme-Py wnthout dlfflculty, while the 6th

. Marines lost 15 men by fire from HEssen Hook.

Field Orders No.35, Wthh prescribed the attack ‘of the 2d Diviedon on
Uctober 3, was issued at 11 pem. October 2.. The proposed plans had besn
dlﬂcussed by the division and brigade commaniers the afternoon of Qetober
2, The written order did not reach 4th Brigade hesdquarters until 4,40
ae¢me October 3, and the commanding officer of the leading batt taliom of the

~6th Marines dld not receive his copy until H hour and did not rend it un-

had attained his objective.

t h;he glVlSlon was to a%ﬁdck with voth br~gades in line, 34 Br 1gade and
34 Battalion French tanks on right, 4th Brigade and 2d Battalion Frenzb

" tanks on left; each brigade in column of reglments, the 1ead1ng reglmoih ;n

three lines of one battallon each, and the rear regiment in reserv?. ;
division objective was the road fom (exclusive) to Blane, Mont (intlusive

“with an outpost line a kilometer in advance of the road.
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.. A% 6420 pum, Uctober 2, G-3, 2d Division, recuvived the fellowing
message from Lieuts White, liaison officer with the 21st French Divisien: .
"The 21st Division attacks the enemy on its-front to-morrow at 5¢30 a.mi gy, .
supported by tanks. Its immediate objectives are at Elbe trench and the =
Essen trench: It was stopped by the Essen trench, which it had been
attacking to-day « « « «" In other words, the objective of the 21st ,
Freneh Division was 2 kilometers in rear of the objective of the 2d Divisions
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The 2d Field Artlllery Brigade asszsted by the artlllery of the 6lst French
Division was to support the attack by a preparatlon of 5 mlnutes, a creeping
barrage to 300 meters beyond the obgectlve a&anding barrage of 30 minutes on
this line after the arrival of the left brzgade on the objective, or until H
plus 2 hours and 38 minutes, and a creeping barrage to a line 1 300 meters -
beyond the objective, " Here the barrage was to rést until the Infantry outpost
line was establlshed The 252d French Aylatxon Squadron was attached to tha
Divisions

H hour, orxglnally set for 6330 a.m., was advanced 40 minutes and the .
troops moved out at 5:50 a,m, The artlllery preparation was made 15 minutes
longer than originally ordered, or 20 minutes in all, commencing at 5130 a.m,

The 4th Brigede's parallel of departure was the Essen trench, which it
was already occupying,.the 5th Marines on the rmght end the 6th Marines on the
left, At H hour the 6th Marines wers to advancé while the 5ih Marines, waitw
ing until the 6th should clear, were to move by the left flank and follow in
their rear as reserve.

The “"jump off" was a much more difficult matter for the 3d Brigade, which
was some 7 kilometers in rear of its designated parallel of departure, to -
which place it had to proceed by a night march, This parellel, which was dew
signated as “Present front on the general line: 03, l.O—Altona“ (northeast core
ner Bois-des-Pins = Altona), lay in territory still in the enemy's hands, .
though that fact was unknown when the order was issuéd, A staff officer of

the 170th French Division had promised to furnish guides who were to meet the
brighde near Butte-de=Souain (1n the Bois du Moineau and Clairiere des Azﬁees),’
but these guides failed to appear. The result of this was that the 3d Brigade
- spent most of the night of October 2«3 in getiing to the ‘position from which"
the attack was delivered; and when it finally got there, it was not the posie
tion ordered vy Field Orders No.35, but one=half a kilometer in rear of it,
north of thé Essen trench and east of the Somme=Py = Medeah Farm road, Most
of the brigade arrived only a few minutes before H hour. At 3,07 a.mi October
3 the chief of staff received the following message from Gen, By, commanding
the 3d Brigede:
Units in place as folloW§. Two battalions 9th in communication with
other battalion of 9th, Not in communication with 23d, Guides did not
- report at points given by staff officer of 170th French Division, :

The 24d Infantry, after failing to find the guides near the Butte de
Souain, had struck out across couptry in an effort to reach its position, Short-
ly before H hour officers from the reconnaissance party located the regiment
and at H hour the regimental commander, Col. Stuart, reported hls regiment -
in position ready to advance,

' According to Field Orders No.35 the rlght of the 4th Brigade was to
start from a point in the Essen trench 282 81) just east of the SommewPy-St.
Etienne road, while the left of the 3d Brigade wds to start from "Altona", ,
2 kzlometers to the northeast. The 3d Brigade really started fom a line one=
half kilometer in rear of the one 1nd10até, but mevertheless a gap of over a
kilometer existed between the two brigades who were to converge on the cbjective
This migh% hape proved a dangerous operation had the Germans not withdrawn

quite generally from the front of the 24 Division before the attack starteds
‘As it turned out the two brigades 301ned on the objective and the Germans who
remained in the pocket were captured..

~ The 34 Brigade advanced with the 9th Infantry leading and theZSd Infan— ,
try in reserve, The 67th French Division attacked ‘on its right, The first obe
jective, the road.from Medeah Farm to the ctossroads 2kilometers to the southe
west (73 11) was teken at 8:30 a,m, and outposts were sstaollshed on the
northern slope of Blenc Mont=-Medeah Farm ridge, -

’ The 67th French Division on the right connected w1th the Bd Brigade
slightly in advance of Medeah Farm, its line including Bois du Chlen.Connection
was also made with the Marines on the left.

Casualties were few,

At 10.15 a.m.a battalion of the 23d Infaniry was placed at the disposal
of Maj.Baker,of the 5th Marines, to resist a counteratiack, This attack: d1d not
develop and’ the battalion rejoined its regiment, ,

At 10330 a.m, Gen.Ely reported by phone to G3:

Third Brigade objective reached at 8130 a,msand consolidated by 9th
Infantry. A battalion of 23d Infantry gsent forward about 1 kzlometer ag
outpost.

%hen the 2d Division entered the line on the night of Qct.l=2 the 4th

Rrigade occupied the entire front of the division sector,Field Order No.35 2d
Dlvnswon directed the attack of Oct 3 to be made in column of regzments in
sach arﬂbadu, the 4th Brigade parallel of
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departure to extend from the créssroads (82 81) 1 kileméter northwest
of Somme~Py, to the Bpyau de Bromberg‘ This Was a front of & little
‘more than a kilometer and lay in the sector of the 6th Mapinesm which
led the advance followgd by the 5th Marines, in reserve., Each regiment
wgs in three lines a battalion in each line and a machine gun company
attached to each battalion, To the leading (24) battallon of the 6th
Marines was attached & French company of 12 light tarnks and oma was
x_also attached to the following ‘battalion (lst).

The troaps advanced at 5.JO .My, and atyB 30“&@re on their ob-
Jective, but Blanc Mont itself was still conﬁrelled by the Germans, who'
occupied the woods on the western slope dnd had not been dislodged,
This territory lay within the seetor of the French who were still -
south of the Elbe and Essen trenches, The French tanks moved forward

with the leading battalions., The advance was opposed by mach:.ne-gun .
- nests in fromt afd in the triangular area between the brigades, whzch
spaceé had npt been covered in the attack. It was later cleaned up by
the 4th Marines, assisted by two gompanies of the 3d Brigade. Before
reaching the objective the lst Battalion, 6th Marines, came up on the
right of the leading (second) battalions, and both advanced together
to the ob;ectlve. ‘

The greatest obstacle to the advance of the 4th Brxgade was the Ger-,
' man possession of Essen Hooke This was a system of trenches eand dugeuts
forming a part of ‘the Elbe and Essen line=wthe rearmost line of the main
German. position. The Haok formed a bend to the north in the line and was
located on 2 hill 20 meters above the cpuntry acress which the 4th Brigede
was ordered to advance and one half kilometer to the west of its sector.
It flanked this country perfectly and the left of each battalion suffered
from the machine guns located on the Hook. The French had unsuccessfully
attacked this pottion of the line om October 2, in an effort th expdl

the Germans from Essen trench, ,On October 3, the 2lst French Division
renewed the operatlon and at T* 45 AM was attacklng Essen Trench. At about
8:30 a.m,, the French were still flghtlng in the Saale and Minden trenches
just south afd west of Essen Hook, and a platoon of 5th Marznes and some
French tanks Were reported to be assmstlng them from the 2d Division sec-
tors . v 4
The platoon of the 5th Narlnes mentioned above was in rea&;ﬂ& the -
17th Company, 5th Marines, reinforced bya section from.the Bth Machine

Gun company and a 3T=-millimeter gun . This detachment belonged to the 1lst
.(rear) battalion of the 5th Marines, and early on October 3 was ordered

to cledan out the Hook after the other. five battalions of the brigade .
“had advanced beyond the trenches. ‘he Hook was captured and turned over

to the French, along with about 100 prlsonerpn before 11 a.m/, and the -
detathment refoined its battalion,

The. French did not retain possession of the. Hook, and the Germana roe |

‘ occupled it' the afternoon.of October 3. .
. At 5:10 p.m., the chief of staff, 2d DlVlSlon, nformed Col Lay, 1n—-*
\formatlon of ficer with 21st Eronch Ccrps, that the 2d Division was under

. artillery fire from the west and that the 21lst French Division had not ad-

vanced beyond Essen Trench and requested that .orders be given it to do so.
At T:45 pem., Lieut White reports the 2lst’ Division line. to be running
north from (and including) Essen Hook to some patches of woods one~half
 kilometer northwest of the. Hook, and to be din. communication with the
Americans 1 kilometer north of the Hook, As a witter of fact the French
~line did not include Essen Hook, but ran ‘northwest from the Kook which
~wag still occupied by the Germans £he night of October 3«4, This retarded
the Operatlons of ‘the 4th Brigade on OctoberSJ'and enabled the Germans

to cling to the nmxkkwastern slopes of Blanc Mont, frem which the

4th Brigade had to dislodge them on October 44 frem here- they fell

‘back to St Etienne line, where they made a second - stand

untzl October 11, .
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The ‘second attack oh the afternoon of October 3 Wwas made pursuant to

instructions from Gen Naulin, commandlngthe 21st Corps, whidh directed

the 2d Dzvisxon to advance, leaving one battalion to support the left. Gen
" Naulin then knew that the 24 Division had gained its first objective. |

A megsage t6 the 2d Div from the information officer with the 21st French
Div at 11:20 am., Stated that the latter 'divisibon had taken the German
trenches in its front and was advancing northwead.

The attack was ordered by F.0. 36, 23 Div,, issued at 4 PM which pre=
scribed merely that two beigades should move forward from their present
positiens to a line extending from thetpad fork about 1 kilometer SW of
Scay Farm to a point of Blanc Mont=St Eiienne road about, 1 km south of
~ that village, there to establish and hold a line of resistance. The 2d FA
Brig was to support the.movement,obut a battalion of the 35th French Arty
that. supported the first attack was withdrawn from the control of the 2d Div
‘during the second attack 1n order to assxst the French attack against
Essen trench, - s

. H hour was’ glven as 6BM, ut the 23d Inf. whlch made the\attack in

the 3d Brlg sector, did not pass through the 9th.Inf until 5PM, .and the
attack proper was made by the lst Bn at éPM, Some’ dlstance was cneu.ned and
the. 1eading bn réached thé high ground seutheast of St Etienne,.w where it
Occupied a salient with both flanks exposed. This position was in the 4th
‘Brigade settor, as thé dividing line betweén brigades ran just to the east
of hill 160, which was the high .ground, occupieds = .

In the Bth Brig the ‘advance prescrlbed by FO 36 was made by the 5th
Marines which passed fhrough the 6th, and was able to advance only about
l%-kms where ‘it hund on under fire., Two campanmes of the 6th Marlnes were
‘ordered up to protect the left flank.

At midnight the line of the 2d Div was. approxzmately as follows. The
9th Inf on the road from Medeah Farm to the crossroads 2 kms to -the SW, The
23d Inf between this road and the hill 1 km SE of St. Etienne, The leading
bn on this hill was over 2 kms in advance of the 9th Inf and not in communie
cation with either the French 67th Div on thé right or the 4th Brig on the
left, The 5th Marines a little north of the Blanc Mont: ridge road NE of Blane
Mont, The 6th Marines south of Blanc Mont Ridge; roads, The left of the 4th

" Brig line was refused because of the German° stlll on the western: slopeg, of
_Blanc-Mont,

. The area occupied by the Inf was a triangle, its base line from Medeah
Farm to. the southeastern slope of Blanc Mont and its gpex the hill 1 km SE
of St. Etienne. The dlfflcu“ty of this posithan is evident, as on the right
bvBe French had not advanced as far as Medeah Farm and on the left they were

_still south of Blanc Mont.,
On Oct 3 the 36th Div was transferred from the reserve of the Group of
" Armies of the Center to the reserve of *he 4%h French Army effective on Oct 4,

On the night Oct 4=5 the 7lst Inf Brig and the 11lth FS Bn wewe trang-

" ferred by truck from the reglon Tours-sur—harqe 40 the Suippesw=Somme= sulppe
arct.,

~FO 37, Zﬂ Div 1ssund at 6 AM, Oct 44 dlrected a resumption of the ade
vance to the north. The designation at H hour was postponed until aero=

 planes should report as to the position-of the divisions on the. flanks--
‘whether or not these divisions were abreast of the 2d Dive

At daybréak Oct 4, the Germans counterattack&d the 238 Inf in 1ts ade
vanced. p081t10n and were repulsed. This regiment also suffered considerably
from fire in therear, from machine gung that had eén passed by during ite
advance of the previtous evening or that had slépped thro the line. at 2 Bu
the 1st Bn was holding the front in some o0ld German trenches Se of 5ty E=
tlenne while the 34 Bn and a part of the 2d weee protecting the flanks. Cone
 msption with the 67th French Div on the right had not been establlshed, but
‘the 5th Marines advanclng along the Somme Py-5t Etienne road north ef Blanc
Mont during the morning had relieved the situation on that flank.

Diring the might Oct 3-4 the 22d French Div relieved the 2lst French
Div 8 of Blanc Mont. The 224 Div advanced the morning of Oct 4 along the
Boyaux Beyreuth and Nuremburg; it did not take as its objective the western
slopes of Blanc Mont, which were still ofcupied by the Germans, but Bore
away toward the NW. At about 10AM, a.-bn of the 22d Piv was arriving at

the St, Pierree«3t Etienne road, and other Frénch troops were approaching

the Arne river to the northwest of St. Pierre. Thus the advance of this

_ division did not immediately relieve the situation on"the left flank!of the

4tH; Brig altho it undoubtedly made the Germans on Blanc Mont apprehensive

as they were now occupying a salient position and this made the final opera-
ions against the hill much easiér for the 4th Brige

The 6Tth Division (French) on the right of the 34 Brig also advanced
the morning of October 4, but was stopped before noon on the line Orfeuilw
Semont Vhateau. This divmsmon seems to have been in communication with

\
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.mth tHe 9th Inf near Meheah Farm, but not with the 2?&@ IAf in its advancefi
p@31t10n. i

At about 12:30 PM, ‘the- d1v1310n commanaer. 2d D1v designated ‘H hour as
2:30 PM. The 1lst Bn '23d Inf, which was occupying a sallent position southeas
of St. Etienne ‘advanced toward the rildge NE of the village. This attack was
not supported on either’ flank, as thé 4th Brig. did not advance at all, and
‘the Franch 67th Div. fighting south of Bemont Chateau was too far away to .
render assistance. The attacklng ‘wavee came 1mmed1ately under heavy machine
gun fire as well as a counter barrage. Casualties weré numerous, the bn com=
medder was killed, and after an advance of only 3C0 yards, the badtalion
" withdrew to its former position in the German trenches 8E of St. Etienne.

The attack ordered by FO 37, 24 Div for Oct 4, was not carried out by thz
4th Brig because "it was considered inadvisable to advance leavine the
machine gun nests on the western slopes of Blanc Mont intact." Some gpera=
tions were undertaken agalnst these nests without much success. The 4th Brig
commander reports that they wers reconnoitered the afterncon of Oct 4 and
unsuccessfully attacked during the evening. The reconnaissance evmdentlj
involved seme hard fighting. At 2:20 PM the regimental commander, Hth
Marines bepbytshBigmines vadly shot up“, ‘aAnd reequests artillery fire north of
- Blanc Mont. At 2:40 PM the adjutant, 4th Briggde reports Marines held up by

fire from east end of Blanec Ment and at 3:05 PM:the division information
officer with. the 4th Brig réports that machine gun nvsts on west end of Blanc
‘Mont are causing heavy casualties in 4th Brigade., » !

At 3P the chief of Stafif, 2d Division informed G3 21st French Corps,
that the 24 Div was unable to advynce because.the divisions &n its flanks had
failed to keep abreast and that the 22d French Div on the left-had advanced
- west instead of north. He alsc t61d.him that the 2d Div could not maintain
its position. north of Blanc Monx and Medeah Farm, unlessuﬁts flanks were
‘covereds
_ Late in the afternoon, hdwever, the 51tuatlon on the western slopes
" of Blanc Mont eased up somewhate At 4 FPM the resistance there had ceased
and the 6th Marines were -advaneing, navlng cleaned up the machlne guns, In thzs
the 17th French Inf assisted.

. At 9105 PM the regimental comdr 6th Marwn 8 vepovts agap of 400 to 500

_.yds between his regiment and the 224 French Div and the information Officer
wwith the 224 Exmxzh Div meports that at 5:40 PM the division is in communie
caxlon with the Marines at o point 400 meters unorth of Blanc Monts

At midnight Oct 4, the situation in the 31 Bigg wes prasctically the
same as on Oct 3. In the 4th Brig the 5t: Marines were still on the Blanc
Mont-Medeah Farm ridge, their right near the crossrcads on the Sormme=Pyw
St. Etienne road and their left rsfused sr as in face the eastern slopes of
_ Blanc Mont. The 6th Marines had passed B;ﬂpn Uort and were in communicatibon
“with the 22d French-Div which was near St. Pisrre, he Germans still held
the crest and eastern slopes of Blanc Moni bun they*were . prgntmcally surround=
ed there. They held St. Etiename, whence they had driven back patrols of the
23d Inf. In the front of the 24 Div, the Germans were. hgldlng a llne from
St. Btienre through the cemetery to the ecaste ~
c At 11PM the 3d Bn 341st French FA Eas pLaced at the dlSposal of the 24
Dﬁ'-v [N

, ¥F0 38, 24 Dﬂv issued at 4 am., Oct 5 dlrected the d1v1510n to continue
its advence toward the same ob]ectlve given in FO 37=-Machault-¥auroy. H
‘hr was not g*ven, and- at 93105 gd.m,bhe division commander in = teleph@ne
convapsahion kth the division commander, of the 3d Brig said "H hr

| will'nat be given". In the same cerversation he describes the cleaning

up of Blanc'Ment and says that all the 24 Div-will do onm Oct 5 will be to
kesp abraust of the French Divs on the flankswthat no formal attacks will
take pizce, Tins, FC 38, was practically revoked as far as the 3d Brig
Gaﬁeudmde#mmar The 234 Tal made no attempt o advance. At 3:40 PM the line
of the 3d Brig extondad L km SE of Ste Etienne to SE Medeah Farm practically
the same gs on Jot 4. The 23d Inf was etill- occupy:ng the right of the

4th Brlgades sector ab 4:05° 1

“At 6:15 aame Octobér 5, the 3d Ba 6+h Marines, attacked ‘the German

machine guns on ‘Blanc Mont and with no casualties carried the hill and
raptured 209 prisoners, besudes much materiel, 1nc1ud3ng 75 machine guns and
trench mortfrgs The bloodless character of this enterprise was due to the
‘e,,lclent arﬁlllery preparatzon bj ﬁhe 2d Fleld Artlllery Brmgade‘
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Thls operation wad préliminary to~ the advance prescribed by FD 33o the
provicions of which cotild not have been carriva ﬂut as long as the Germans
occupied the Blahc Mont,
~~ The operation report of the 4th Brzg states’ that pursuant to FO
~ No 38, the 4th Brig sttacked in the direction Machablte Caurcy on the
3‘afternoon of Oct 5. Theé 6th Marxnes passeéd thru the Eth Matrines, the 24
Bn leading, and the atfack was ‘stopped by machine gun fire 2 kms SE of 5t
$bienne, whefe the troops dug in. the récords a6 not shuw thaet H hour was
designated to the 4th Brig and it is probable that this movement was in
line with Gen Le;eunes intention not to make any formal attgcks on Oct 5.
_ but merely t0 keep his line abreast.of the French Divisions on the flanks,.
~ *nis advance relieved the situation on the left ofithe 234 Infantry vhich
had been occupymng an adVanced p051t10n, partly ln»the 4th Brlgs sector,
.since October 3a A
" On thé right of the 2 Div the French 73d Div attacked at 53 15 a.mo
- October 5, and at 6:10 A.M., had reached Wallmuller Lager, gbout 1 km
NE of Medeah Farm. Here it was stopred and then fell back to its lime of
departure. hé 17..0th Div (French) was then put in at 11 am., evidently
without sucecess, ag at 8:25 pm,, the information officer with the French
. reports teo 'G3 tha% the French hope for success and will do their bests
- Gen-Naulin, comdg the 218t Corps, was evidently apprehensive about tie
~_situation on thé right of thé 2d.Div." In a méssage to Gen Lejeune at 12:40
pm, hé tells him that 'a Frenech div nad been ordered to send agsistance to
~ the 734 Div and he réquests the 24 Div nét to hesitate to engage it s
reserves ‘on that flank..The right flank of the 3d Br&g was st;ll resting on
Medeah Farm the evening of Oct Se
On the 167t 6f the2d Piv the’ French sltuatzon was more favorable. The
284 Div advanced wit h little’ opposition at 6 a.m., and 10355 asme had
- reached St. PlerfevahArnﬁs, its right extending about X km toward St
Etienné,. This ihwas able to do because Blanc Monmt had been cleared of th@
Germans machine gunss At 3:40 FM St Etienne was erroneously reported-
. captureds While patrds mey have entered’the western part of the village
on Oct 5, there was fighting backvand ‘forth ia the town and cemétery on .
Oct=5e6=7 and the place was not definitély t,ken until Oct 8. However, the
advance of the 224 Div brought the Frénch iine abreaftsof the 24 Div so that
at 1:45 PM the twb dive were in commun;catxon about one half km § of St, R 1 4
Etienm.~ o . .
‘ At 3 pm: the 4th MG ‘Bn unti 1 then in raserve: rece1Ved orders to report
to the 3d Brig, Company B was sent to the Zﬁd Jnf and Co A -was held at
Brlgade Headquartérses
-~ Bro- 3dne’ ofc Wi 3d” Brﬁgade was ar~rangad the nlght of 0ct—5—6. The' 4th
Brig had advanced on its line so that it connected with thé 234INf on the
‘ridge SE of St. Etienne, whence it extended west and connected with the
French ‘about one half ‘km § of that village, ' :
RRE The French 22d Div had expe#ienced ao little oppos1t11n in i¥d ad-
vance that it believed the same conditions exiédted on the 2d Divé front,
The 118th Frénch Inf finding nothing in front 46 it {o the west of St
. Btienne, sent a message at 4:55 FM to the 2d Div recommending that the -
latter advance also, as probably little resistance would be mets The en
~events of Oct 6~7 wers. to,ywove that the German dain’ 2ffort was directed
against the 2d Div front, as thzs dzvmslon was tha most dangerous to the;
: German plan of withdrawal,
' The Tlst Inf Brigade and the lllth FS Bn of the 36th Amerxcan Div
were placed at the disposal of the 2lst French Corps at 8 a.m., Oct
5. On October 6, - they wereplaced at the disposal of the 2d Division,
The remainder of thé 36th Division (less artillery} was on Ocg 6 and ¥
moved by warching to the Suippes area,
- The 36th Division during its operations in Champgne was chott a
‘large amount cf <|ramsportationeThis shortage was supplied im phrt.
by the French amd in part by the 24 D1v1310n, but at all times
{«ts movements yore hamperedo

Jwv/bzmd



- e

On October 6 the only flghtlﬂg conslstlng of small local actlons in
which the line was slightly advanced. These local actions involved an Attack
of 6:30 a.m, by the 3d Battalion, 6th Marines, 6n machine-gun nests southeast
of St.Etienne, which were captured at 9:30 a.m,, thus cleaning up the country-»~
south of -the 5%, Etienne-Orfeuil read. The 23d Infantry also partieipated in-
this ‘attack, whlch the 3d Brigade commander states was necessary because dure
- ing the attacks ‘on Octobep 3=5 a part of the 28d Infentry had gotten into the
Marine sector, ‘and when moved out of it the night of Oztober 5-6 in compli-
ance with division orders, the vacated space was not occupied .promptly by the
Marines; the Germans therefore came back and delivered flanking fire frem the
west on the 3d Brigade, . The .result of this attack was to bring the front
of the 2d Division up to the General line of sthe St.Etienne-Orfeuil road,
which is where the 7lst Brigade relieved it the night of October 6=7. The .
line was not -continuous, nor were the troops sheltered except in shell holes
or foxholes made by the men thémselves. Neither did it follow the 'road -exactly
but departed from it at places by several hundred meters. On the right the
line connected with the 73d French Divisionnorthwest of Medeah Farm, and on
- the left with the 7th French Division about onew-half kilometer south of Sty . .
Etienne, The Germans still occupied the cemetery and the. eastern. part of 8%,
Etienne, and the French line was bent around it to the west and north, -
a o The relief of .the. front-line of the 2d Division by the 7lst Brigade was
effected the night of October 6«7 pursuant to Field Order No.39, 2d Division,
~.which direected the 3d and 4th Brlgades to.:leave one battaliond in each brigade
~sector until further orders. The brigade machmne—gun battalloﬂsJ&okes mertar,
‘and the 37 millinmeter detaehments were t0 remain for 24 hours with the ‘incens
ing brigade, Mortars and 37 millimeter gums were 10 be turned over. to thequstf
' Brigade when .the 2d Division personnel w1thdrew. :
. .The 7lst Brlgade, which had hed a difficult. mdrch on October 6. frem
Somme=Suippes to south of Somme-Py, started for the front- ‘Line at 53130 poe
- .Guides from the 2d Division were tg have met it in SommewPy, but some did not
“turn up and those that did were not well acqualaued with the country.. The. re ;
sult was that the entire night wes spent by the troops im marching and counterw.
marchlng through the rough country between Somme~Py and the front line. By.
~daylight, however, all troops were in posltlon except the Headouarters Gompany
-of the 1424 1nfantry, which wandered around uatil afternoon.
The 14lst Infantry relieved the 23d Infantry, which wmthdrew to the .
P ylone Hill, The 9th Infantry was left in llne, each of its battalions beipg
_pul alongside a corresponding battalion of the. 14 A1st lafaatry, which had: its
lst Battalion in front, 2d Battdlion in support, and 3d in reserve. The lézd i
Infantry relieved the 6th Marines, putting its 2d Battalion in frent, 1%5.1 “
in support, and its 3d in reserve¢ The 6th Marines withdrew to Blanc Mont -, i
ridgé and the 5th Marines remained in suppert. Companies B and G, 132d Macnlﬂe
Gun Battalion, were attached to the l4lst Tnfantry, and Companles A and b t@ s
the 1424 Infantry.‘, , ey
, 'The commandlng general 3d Brlgade, reualaed GOmmand of his’ brlgade '
Asector. At 12310 pams October 7 he informed the commending general, 7lst Br1~5-f
gade of the fadt and’ directed that the sector, which included the 14lst Irifw'.
antry, be extended 500 yards to the right so as to take over ground ﬂeld by .
the French. This anomalous state of affairs mlght have had serlous c@nsequences
but 1t does not .seem to have ‘done 80, : "
No flghtlng occurred in the Amerlcan Front on October 7. The tlme was
utilized in reorgénizing theé line with the 7lst ‘Brigade, in thefront llne,
and making drrangements for “the next attack ‘waich all knew to be. 1mpending. e
) . During the day confxlctlng repords’ Were received as to the passe351@n‘f
of St. Etienne by “he French, The information officer with the 22d French
Division reporbs that the Germens took the town inafog at 6:20 a.m.,_but o
that the Frénch recaptured it at 8:30., The town is reported to be occupied by .
Germans before 8:40 a.m, These two reports agree, dut at 11:50 a.m, '@ patrol
of the 6th Marines Was fired on from cemetery and western (eastern?) edge of
the tows and at 1315 a.m, . ‘e a7 3 Gth Marines reported that they esti-
mated 2300 Germans in St. Etienne and more coming over the hill, They believed -
that the Germans were trying to filder into the town and drive the remaining
French out,The 2lst Corps believed that the French held the town, as it seqt
two messages to the 2d Division requesting the latter to take it over, The’
facts are that the Germans held ‘the eameﬁery and the greater part of St. Etle‘l
while the Fpench had a precarious fodting in the western part of ib..
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DumnU the ﬂfternoon reports were recelved that the Germaas were dlggzng
inl 1/2 kllome ters northeast of 3t. Ttiemme, and that they were massing in the
woods northeast of the town« Also that thelr heavy artillery had been ordered
vack @nd that sthe 1nfanury was to make atwo days? stand. There was every ine
deation that the Germans intended to hold on a line running from St., Etienne
through the cemetery and thence to the northeast along the ridge toward Semide.
, The 7th French Division relieved the 22d on the left of the 24 D1v1s10n
the night of October 7-8,
'y The attack of Ocﬁober 8 was made puasuant to Fleld Order No.AO 24 Divi=
- sion w  sew 't M which prescribed an advance in the dlrecﬁlon
Machault-uaaroy. Tre infentry attack was to be made by the 7lst Brigade on
‘hhe front it was occupying, The 24 Division was to constitute the reserve -
and furnish: the troops for flank protectloa and connection with adjacent divie
sions. Two battalions of. French tanks were assigned to the 7¥et Brigade. The
36th Division had no artlllery, and the 2d Field Artillery Brigadewith attached
French Arullle Ty (29th 34lst 452d T, A.) was to support the attack, The writlen
~order was issued ab 11 Dol October 7, but on the afternoon of the 7th the com=
~ manding geaeral of the Tlst Brlgade was summoned to the 2d Division headQuarters
where he received verbal orders fof the attack. :

- . The field order issued by the 7lst Brigade for the attack on October 8
was practlcally & copy of Field Order No.40,2d Division, 3except that the tasks
of the two infantry regzments were prescrlbed. These were to attack in colum
of vattalions, which were to "leapfrog" as each successive objective was. gained,
© the leading oat talion becomlng the rear battalion after the first -objective was
gained, thesecond battallon becomzng the lead1ng one, and ‘the rear one beoom—

1ng the second, ste, :
 H hour was designated as 5: 15 a,m,
The commanding general, 7lst Brigade, assembled hlS reglmentﬁl command=
ers during the evenlng of October 7, discussed the plans’ for bhe attack, and
isgued a waraing order,. He dlsm1ssed them about 9 Poele and’ “they returned to
their ha&dquartera and asgembled the battalion commanders , who after “receiving
) their orders returned to battalion headquarhers and assembled the company
'commanders. 'All orders were based upoen the verbal instructions given to Gen,
Whitworth at 24 Division headquarueru, as Field Order io,40 (with a memorandum
giving H hour attached) did no% rsach the 7ist Brigade until after midnight and
Field Ordér No, 1, 7lst Brigade (with Field Crder No,40 attached), was not sent
out until 3 a,m, aad apparenul got 1o farther than regimentdl headquarters. -
'"The result of all this was- that the company scommanders received wverbal arders
that had been four times verbaliy trawsmltted tnose of the;l4lst Infantry {ex~
cept Company A) receiving them between 1 and 3 a.m., while the 142d Infantry ,
did not receive theirs until about’ 5 a,me H hour seems to have reaoned the troops
just before the atigck was to start., The leading batdalion. of the 14lst Infae
try received it at.dbout 5:11 a,m, The vattalion commander of the leading battaw
 lon of the 1424 Infantry was gtill giving hisg 1nstruct10n to his company come
manders whea the barrage started.,
i ‘The 14lst Infantry. attacked in the sector formerly occupled by the 3d
Brigade (right of the division sector). The leading battalion (lst) started on
time, and 1mmed1ately encounwered heavy & rtlllery and machine gun fire, The
- battalion commander. was killed, However, the troops advanced a short distance
~north of the.St. Etienne-Orfeuil road, where they were deflnltely ‘stopped,
L The 2d and 3d Battalionms,. ldlﬂt Infantry, followed the lst in the order
named, Neither was ready to move at H hour -~ the 2d bécause the battalion coms’
mander decided to chift his companles in line at the last moment and ‘the 3d
‘because of the failure of the companies to receive notification of H hour,
Both batbtalions soon bn“ame disorganized. However, groups of them kept on and
-~ joined the lst Battalloﬂ ‘north of the St, Etienne-Orfeuil road. Here the regi-
: meﬁ% hung on the reést of the day. . Gompany A, 14lst Infantry, had bben on the

% In the records of the 36th Division this order appears as F,0,39,The 24 Div.
- issued uwo field orders nuibered 39, and subsequently renumbered the second one
"40",but this change was not made in the copies sent to the 36th Division,
3 F. O 40, 24 Div, is made a part of F.0.1, 71lst Brigade, by notations such as
“he follow1ng:"As per F.0.,40, Headquarters 24 Div attached." This necessitated
distributing the d1v1s1onal fleld order to all who received the brigade order,
which is not only likely to be. confuslng but dangerous if the former should
be lost or aot recelved
g
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extreme rlght of the battalion sector phior to “the atback and runners with
~orders had failed to reach it Nevertheless, it advanced shortly after H hour

also to a position north of the St., Btienne-@rfeuil road, where it seems to

have formed some klﬂd of flank protectlon for the advanced elements of the ~

regiment, .

- - The 24 Battalloa. ch Infantry, which had been designated to connect
the 7lst Brigade and the 73d Freach Division, had become considerably in-
volved, At 8:40 a,m, its commanding officer reborﬁed that the 14lst Infaniry
had been stopped, that his losses were heavy, and that he must have assist-
ence, and at 9 a,m, he asked for relief. The French 734 Division is reported
to have advanced and then retired through the line of the 2d Battalion, 9th
Infantry, This report is not substantiated, but it is true that they did not
edvance sufficiently to better conditions nn the right of the 7lst Brigade. At
11114 a.m, the information officer with the 73d Division repord that. the

: French line extended west from Bois du Coq, which would be a prolongation
of the line to which the fragments of the 14lst Infantry were clinging,
: At 2240 p.m, the commanding officer, lst Battalion, 2d Engineers,
reported to his regimental cormander that the baitalion had relieved a batta=
~ lion of the 9th Infantry and stated that the American line was ahead of the

French line., A company of the 4th Machine Gun Battalion was also placed at
the disposal of the Engineer Bqttallon, which took over the duties of flank
protection and connection between 7lst Brigade and 73d French Division.

- A vattalion of Freanch tanks was a351gned +o the l4lst Infantry., The
fallowing report CER to thelr 0per¢t10ns is an extract from the Hlstory of the.
36th Division:
It was about this time (6:30 aﬁm.) that the tanks attached to

the regiment came into action, **¥* Their commanding officer, however, had not
learned the time of H hour, as the runmer who was sent to him with the informa-

tion did not reach his post of command, In consequence the tanks did not

begin their advance on time and first made their appearance on the left

flank of the 14lst Infantry some 15 minutes after the 2d Battalion had -

‘started the assault. They seem to have given some little assistance to var=

ious detaclments of the 2d Battalion as it cams forward, but as there was
mo liaison between the infantry and the tanks, and as the latter seemed to
have no concented plan of action their assistance was negligible ¥ % ¥

Worgt of all, ¥ ¥ ¥ they twice fired into that detachment (3d Battalien

Headquarters and group of B Company) killing and wounding quite a number
~of men, ¥ ¥ ¥ A11 the tanks shortly theroafser left the field, * # ¥ During
~the course of the following afternoon (Dot 8) with the consent of the coge-

' mandlng officer, 1l4lst Infantry, the tenks were withdrawn entirely from action

The 14lst Infantry had a hard. time on Oct 8, but the 142d had a harder,

To begin with, the company commanders did not recelve their orders unbil about
> a.m, = t00 late to allow them to digest the orders ‘properly and transmit
them %o their companies, Consequently the advance was from 5 t6 15 minutes
late inusbterting, which largely nullified the effects of the artillery barrage.

' The 2d Battalion advancing northwest fought its way past Hill 160, )
After it had overcoms the German resistance on the Hill 160 ridge, the princi=
pal obstacle to the battalion's advance was the cemetery at the noruheastcrn_
cornér of St, Etienne, which was a mass of machine gun nests dug emong and
through the graves, and which had a field 6f fire of from 500 to 1,000 meters
through an arc of 180 degrees from southwest to northeast, Parts of the bats

"~ talion findlly arrived on the St. Etlenne—Semlde road about 1 leOmeter northe

east of St. Fienne. Here it was joined by portions of the other battalions and
a line was established which seems 1o have extended from the northeastern =
corner of S%. Etienne, through the cemetery toward Semide. Here the troops dug
in, The left of the line was secured at first by the French Tth Division,
whose line at 10:20 a ,m, was northwest of St. Etienne, and later on by the

" occupation of the town by American troops, But the rlght was absolutely unw
covered, as a gap of more than 2 kilometers existed between the 1423 and 14ls?
Imfantry Reglments, and moreover; the latter's most advanced elements were more
“than a kilometer in rear., This fact and the dlscfganxzatlon of the troops
caused the withdrawal of the 142d Infantry during the late afternoon to the
ridge through Hill 160. Oomnunmcatlon with the Fhench Tth Division was estab-
lished through the Americen troops in and north of St Etienne,but connection
with the 14lst Infantry was not obtained until the next day,

' The tanks attached to the 142d Infantry rendared no more service than -

tiose with the 14lst Infantry. The tank commander was killed early in the morn-
ing while the infantry was attacking Hill 160, and one tank dlsabled. The
others then w1tbdrew.
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; Ste Etienne itself does not seem to have caused much dlfflculﬁy dur-
ing the fighting on Uctober 8. 4 platoon of Company 1, 1424 %nfantrY: is
reported to have entered the town during the ~morning, establshed connec-
tion with the French, "who were found there in light foree,"” and to Bave
remained there the remalnder of the day. 4 patrol of the 142d Infantry
probably entered St. Etlenne, but the town can not be sald to have been
in American possession until about 11 asms, when the lst Battalion 6th‘\*v~~
Marlnes, which was designated for liaison duty on the left of the Tlet 7 " °
Brigade, entered the town without difficulty. Two of the companles of
this battalion attempted to occupy. trenches to the north of the town, .
tut were unable to do se, whereupon they fell back on the other two
companies and occupied trenches t6 the south, connecting with the Tth
French Division. At 4.40 p.mu« the American line included St» Etinee.

he evening of Uctober 8, a battallon of the 2d Englneers relnforced
the Marine battalion.,',« Vo
‘The 71lst Brigade had been roughly handled in its’ flrst actlve
service. TIts losses from all’ causes--kmlled, wounded, missing, and
gassed--agounted to 75 officers and 1,314 enlisted men, a percentage of -
33 for offlcers and 23 for enlisted. These losses were high, and appear-'
ed higher.. Exaggeratlon of losses .always occurs especially in new troops,
and this action was no exceptlon. At 8445 a.ms a message from the Tlst
Brigade to G-3 staies that the 1lcsses had been 50 per cents. This and
other discouraging reports caused considerable apprehen51on as to the safety
~of the right flank of the 71st Brigade, and the Wigade’ commander requasted '
that the 724 Brigade and 131st Machime Gun Battalion be ordered t0 rein=
force him. Gen. Lejeune repeated this request to the 21st Corps, at the
same time telling Gen. Whitworth that he had ordered Gen. Ely to put
in everything he had. In the meantime the 7lst Brigade had stopped ad-
vancing, and as the Genmans:ﬁﬁ not counter attack, relnforcements were
unnecessarys :
The failure of the 7lst Brlgade is not fully explalned by, 1ts heavy
lossess The chief of Staff of the 36th Division states that the failure

“of the attack was largely due %o the fact that the line of departure was
given as the St. Etlﬂnne—Orfeull road, whereas the true 1line weas generally

'some distance in rear of that road! the aztl’lezy barrage thus left .
untouched the advanced German machine-gun goups, which were able to
opposg ‘and dlsorganlze the anverce of the 7ist Brlgade from the very be-

v glnnlng of the attack.

. The sketch referred o in the Artiilery Anriex to Fleld Order No,40,

' 2d ﬁ@vision, shows thatthe barrage came dcwn 0a a line between 300

- and 400 meters north of the St. Etienne-Orfeuil road. The irrsgular front
“line of the 7Tlst: Brlgade, while it followed the general line of this road,

departed from it in places by several hundred meters, and was in advance

of it ohly in the left of the sector. 1y i therefore certain that a

strip several hundred meters wide in front of the 718t Brigade was un=

touched by the barrage and the wents of the battle indicate tha&the

';Germanq had mmachine guns in thés arem. Such a situation was not un-
eommon during.the war, and was usually met by thhdraW1ng ‘the troops
“from the front line Bfore an attack in order to allow the barrage to cover

* ‘doubtful territory, Had this been done, the barrage could amixhave been
placed as far south of where it ac+ualIVﬂBll ass desired. Why this was:

- not done it is impossible to say, except that haste seems to have char-
acterized this whole attacke =

Thefront line of the 71lst Brlgade on the night of October 8-9
ran generally east and west from a point about 2 kllometerqhorthwest of

Medeah Farm to the western slope of Hill 160. In the sctor of the 14lst
Infantry it was parallel to the St. Etlenneworfeull road and about 400
‘meters nor+h of it. In that of the 142d Infantry it was bent to the.

 north around Hill 150. - The line &s held bv provisional organizations com-
posed of such men -as could be wssembled. t was not continuous and the

“two infantry regimeniw were not in communication. The battalion of the 2d

- Engineers maintained communicrtion with the 734.French Diviszon on the
rigaty and a ‘battalion of the 6th Marlﬂe s, reinforced by & Battalion of
the 24. ﬁnglneers‘ held .St. Etlenne and thé cemetery and were in communica~

tion with the French 7th D1v1slonaKﬁXﬁX&KKKNﬁKKKﬂEK&XK The line was

chpported by the 1nfantry of the 2d D1v151on on Blanc Mont - Medeah Farm

ul.i . :

gelnstructlons recelved by the commander of the 7lst Brlgade -early on

Outoter 9 directed him to rectify his line and organize it ‘in depth; to
ipintain contact with the enery and. ad]acent divisions; to reconnoiter
the Lrench svstem B0OO meters north of St. Etienne and to take bt over .
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it unoccupled and to prepare to attack it at 10 a.m, if oceupled' to pre-
pare to take over emtire sector of 24 D1v1310n, whloh was to ba W1£h« : b
drawn on the night of October 9-10/ ~ =
The 71st Brigade, howewer, was in no condltlon to- attack. It deo
voted the day %o the reorganzzatlon of its’ “troops, who were stretfhed
‘acrogs the divisional sector in a single line without either supports
or reserves except those furnished by the 2d Division, - There was no
mixing of reglments, but within each reglmental Sector battalions,
companies, and platoons had lost all szgns of organlzatlon. Provisional
-units were formed, and were placed 86 as. to fill up gaps in the lzne, o
rectify it, and secure communication with adjacent unitss '
The llne of the 1424 Infantry had been erroneously reported as in-
-pear of that of the 141st Infantry.; In order to corpect this a pro--
visional vattalion of the 142d Infantry," accompanied by a platoon of
Stokes morters and one of machine guns, attempted tobdvance toward St.
Etienne about 11.30 a.m., but did not get far beyond the erest of the
Hill 160 ridge. Here it took shelter and waited until hAight, when it -
returned to Hlll 160. ThlS.WaS the only offensxve operatlon durlng the

v day.

-~ .There was no ‘change in the p051tion of the T1lst Brlgade s line of
Qctober 9« A battalion of the 2d Englneers still was connecting the

P41 st Infantry with the French 73d 001v151on on the rights Yn the
~left, however, the battallon of the 6tk Marines had ecoupied the trenches
700 meters north of St. Etienns. This left flank mnformatlcn group,
composed of Marlnes and Englneers, was relleved the night. of Ustober

9-10 and on Octolier 10 by detachments of the 142d Infantry taken from
Hill 160, The front line of the 36th Division then'included St. Etiemne .ud i
and the cemetery, two points that had given. se much tnnwble 1o 'both Freneh
‘and “mericanss . .

The Fourth French Army “"Order of the day," feu Ogtober 9, stated

that the fraction of the 36th Division north of Suippes (the part not
‘already engaged) was placed at the disposal of the 21lst Corps, and that it
- would reliéve the 2d Division mcept artillery: On October 8 the command-
glng general, 21st Corps, directed the 36th Dlv sion to relleve the 2d
Division the evening of Yctober 9a '

: ‘The relief was effected by Field Order No. 41, 2d D1v1s1on, whlch
peescrzbed that it should be completed before 5 a.mw October 10s The 2d
Field Artillery Brigade, the 2d Engineers, and certain supply and sanitary
units and materiel, were to remain with the 26%th DlVlSlon, and the machine
guns in the front llne and support posm+:ovs weret t30 remain for 24 chours.
Command was t0 pass to the 36th Division &% 10 a.pe October 105 '

‘ The 36th Division (less artillery, 1(1d signal battalion, and Tlst
Brlgade) at the time of receipt of General Crder No, 41, 2d- D1v1s1on,
~waé in the area Suippes-Souain. The 72d Brigade and. the lslst Machine-
Gun Battalion were ordered to concentrate during the’ day of Uetober 9 -in
the vicinity of Navarin Farm preparatory to affecting the relief. The
signal battalion was already in this vicinitys Thence conducted by guides

. from the troops to be relleved, they proceeded at N 9 p.ma to thelr

reppective areas.
The 143 d Infantry relleved the 2d Brlgada in 1ts support and reserve
positions, The 24 and. 3d Battallons relieved the 23d Infantry about.

2 kilometers southeast of St. Etienne, south of the S5t.. Etienne-Orfeuil
road and east of the St. Etlenne—Somma—Py road. 'The 1st Battalion took
pos;t:cn near Pylone,

‘ "~ The I44th Tnfuntry relieved the 4th Brlgade. Its lst.Ba tallon re=-
lieved the 6th 4 arines southeast of St. Etienne and west of the St.
Eﬁlenne—Sommen“y ‘road,  The 24 and 3d Batta71ons relieved the 3th Marlqes
’;Jusb north of Bleanc Mont.
' Both reg;men&s stated that they were able to obtadn but 11ttle
information from.the tr00ps relieveds

Companiés ©-and D, 133d “achine Gun Battallon, were attached to the
143G Infantry, and Companles A and B to the 144th Infantry.

The 72d Brigade headguarters were establlshed about li‘kilometers
qouthwest of Somme-Py,-at the former headquarters of the 4th Brigade.

A ‘I‘he relief was completed ty 2.30.a.m Yetover 10, except that the
T3ieh Y chine Gur Battalion did not ‘get - 4dnto positionuntil late the same
" aorning. Company B seems to have been held near headquarters of the Tlst
Trigade, while Company A was sent north of}Medeah Farm as an 1mformat10n
group on tbe rlght of the 14lst Infantrv

l;l""’"‘.:f
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Orders issued by the let French Corps for Yctober 10 comtemplated
the cleaning up by the 36th Division of certain trenches 1,200 meters
north of Stc Etienne. ~This. 0perat10n was t0 cammence at 9¢30 Befe
October 10, and when the orders for it were received at headduarters of
the Blst Brigade the relief of the 2d Division had not bemn completed. )
Thus theorder, if obeyed, would have mecessitated an advance and probably -
~ an attack by the T1st Brlgade and its commanding general, believing his

brigade not sufficiently recovered from its efforts of November 8, went
1o headQuarters of the Zd D1v1smon and had the contenplated attack ab-
andoned.

. The command of the sctor passed from the 2d to the 36th D;vzalon at !
10 a.m, ctober 10, and. the 36th Division headquarters was established
at the former headquarters of the 2d Division at Somﬂm—By. The command-
ing general, 24 D1v131on, and his assistant chief of gtaff, G=3, remain-
ed with the commandlng general, 36th Division, for 24 hours 1onger‘

The 2d Yivisioh (less the units to remain with the 36th Division)® ..
was assembled near Navarzn Farm, whence it marched to the Suippes-Somme
Suippes area, The 34 Brigade marched t0 tillets 4 milometers northeast of
Suippes and the 4th Brigade to the Sulppes-Nantlvet~Somme-Su1ppes area,.
where it passed to the reserve of the Fourth Army. The 2d Division . . .
machine gun units were relieved from dutv with the 36th Division on ”ctober
10 and rejoined thelr divisions-

The opinion held by the French on the operatlons of the. 2d Division
in Champagne is shown by the following extracts:

Up to Octobér 4, at which date the present bulletin is written,
the Fourth Army has pushed its advance up to the objectives of the verVv
hlghest 1mportance. ‘ pplendld American divieion, full of dash and ardor,
the 2d Division,’ UsSs, placed at the dispostion of the 21st Corps on
October 3, made itself mmster of Magsif du Blane Mont, which dominates
the vallev of the Suippeg in rear of the region of Monts’ this conquest
rapiddy brought about tha downfall of Notre Dame des Dhamps and the Grand
Bois de.S5ts Souplete \

The Intelligence Report of the 21lst Corps for Uctober 6 states°

Despite ‘the flénk fire of extremely numerous machine guns, artillery,
and even minenwerfers, both on its right and left flanks, the 2d Division,
U.S, was able to maintain in toto its advance, end thus’'made possible the
advance of the 11th Corsp on the morning of the 5th. to the Hyver Arnes,

The severlty of the flohtlng of the 2d Division is evidenced by
the follow1ng casualty list,; which includes the losses October 2-10,
1nclu91ve" :

i‘
o

¢ ) s .
: v Officers i Enlisted
! : R
Kllled 000-5na.-tq;;;;;;an-¢-a-.t.-..‘.»c...e.-u.;;t. 41 ¢ 685
MlSSlng ﬁlo(tvttltot!'avnoo‘.n"alcvn!ntcnon;o;-.o"-l: 6 s 579
Severely wounded . A 1 48 ! 926
m;gmbrmmmhd”..nlu.“.u.u.“...”.“.n,d 102 y 2,367
GaSSEA <o orras et en e e e ereenae 2 12 L 207
B ¢ - P veeeed § 209 :. 4,771

‘The, d¢v1smon captusfd 1, 963 prisoners,including 48 officers. It
reporte “the capture of 25 guns, 332 machine guns, 20 trench martars,
5 rutitank guno; besides great” ouaﬂtltles of ammunition, ‘tooks, lumber,
51gnal pr0p3"+\, railroad equipinent, eic.
: During its operations neéar Blanme¢ lont the 2d Division was opposed
by the-200%h and 2i3th German Division, both of which were reported to
ba fresh. In addition prisoners were reported to have been captured
from six other division, but it is impossible to asceriain what por-
tlons of these divisions were put into the line. about this time thq@;
Germans commenced to. relnforce wesk places by bringing up whatever
troops they could lay hands on, which evidently accounts for the lrrge
nurber of divisions seemlngly opposed to the 2d DIVlSIOn fr om Ucteher 2 -
’5170t R
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Early in the morning of Ocﬁober 10, unmlstakable sxgns p01nted to
‘a withdrawdl of the enemy along thé entire font of the Fourth Army. In
front of the 21lst Corps enemy batteries were firing at long range, and
batteries previously reported inthe immediate vicinty had not fired’ for
12 hours.  French patrols sent out from the 73d Division had lost touch.
with the. enenw north of Medeah Farm. Later these~patrols reported that.
they had gone 500 meters north of Bemont Chateau without gaining eontact.
The 7th French Division was reported to have advancéed ‘3 kilometers . .
,north of St. Et;enne, where it enoountared flre from 1ts right flank.

4The unxts of the 2d Dzv1S1on whlch remained w1th the 36th Dlviszon
were the 2d F A, Brigade, part of the 2d’ Amminition’ Traln, 2d Engineers,
30 ‘trucks of 24 Supply Tramn, 19 water carts, and certaln ordnance
materxel. ) ; : ,

o
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The ass;stant Chle of ‘staff, 2d DlVlSlon, 1nforned the lgt Brigade

hat the enemy was evidently retreatlng and ordered energetlc patrolling to
- verify ﬁhls. During thée afternoon indications of the enemy's retreat mul=
tiplied. The French divisions on the flanks of the 36th Division had passed
the front of the 7lst Brigade during 'the morning, but no general attack

was ordered by that brigade, which merely maintained contact. In doing this
{the provlslonal units of the 14lst Infantry made a sllght advance of about
300 meters, which brought its front line %o the unimproved road leadlng due
east from st Etiennd, where they "“dug in". This operation was in the na-
ture of & reconnaissance in force. The. 142d Infantry is reported to have
-gent out patro;s which "met with such heavy enemy fire from the trenches .
north of Sti "Etienne # # # # that ng further advance was attempted,

and throughou+ the renalnder of the day the reglmeat remalned in its posi-
tion".

On Qctober 10, ﬁhe l4lst Infanﬁry reported casualtles of 6 killed and 12
wounded, and theé l42d Infantry, 2 killed and 58 wounded, -

Orders from the R2lst Corps, received by the 36th Division shortl " bew
fore noon on Detober 10, gave information of the enemy's withdrawal and of
the advance of the 73d and 124th French Divisions (the center and right divie
sions of the 21st Corps), and directed the 36%% Division to advance its

‘ lmnes and keep abreast of the 1lth Corps. '

In compllance with the corps order, the 36th Dlv*glon ibsued Fleld
Order No 6, whith directed the advance of the 36th Division to a line even
‘with the French divisions on its flanks.  The attack was to be made at 5
pems October 10 by the 72d 'Brigade, regiments hbreast, which was to pass
through the 7lst Brigade, 443d Infantry on the right and 144th Infantry on
the left, /each regiment in column of battalions. Af er the passage of
the 11nes uhe 71lst Brigade and the 2d Englneera were to coastltuue the .
roserve. o

Arrangements for artillery support were made verbally with the commands
ing officer, - 2d Field Art;llery Brigade, who se regiments, in view of un=
certainly as to the location of both the French and the 7lst Brigade, were
ordered to Communlcate directly Wlbh the infantry and to give then the nece
essary supporta '

| 'The above order (Field’ Order No 8) WAS ClSuT¢butGd and ‘discussed at
division headquarters at about 2 p.m. Qctober 10, the Commanding geaeral
72d Brigade, and hig rerlmental and machlne gun bat allor1commauders be-
ing present"
' The orders of the. commaﬁdlhg general 7o Biigade, are probably Ole
bodied in Field Qrder No 1, 72d Erisade, %o copy of which ¢an be locateds
"~ The attack order of the commdndln& offlcer, 1434, Infantrv au31gned the
2d Battelion as the assaulting batt alloa,' ‘Companies L and 1 to the suppord
. and the lst Battalion to the reserve. Companies T and X, and Cnmpany D,
1334 ifachine Gun BatﬁmllOﬂ. formed the right 1qforuatlon group and a platoon
of Company G plus twe machine guns the left detachment s Tha 144th Infantry
wasg expected to furnish like %troops to the ﬂnterrewlnen al infofrmation Eroup.
The advance gtarted. about 6 pam., delayea, it appears, by artillery
fire during the preparatory arrangements and by the distances separating the
troopss But little progress was made. The 2d and 34 Battalions soon became
1n$ermlnpled with the 14lgt Infantry and their most advanced elements got
only ag far oo the St. Etieune=Scay Farm road, where they dug in, thus pro=-

Iouming to the ve s the Iro t line of the 14lst- TInfantry, which had reached
t, S f;r"; 5 reconul.ance in forces The lst Ba+ta1ﬂoa, in reserve,
Lo reve. U 2 the Yo imental Machine Gun Company nor Company D,

133d HMachine Can Bottalicn nartlcﬁpated in the attack. Gasualtles ln the 143d
Infantry consisted of 8 killed and 83 wounded. o
The 15t Eﬂtmallon, 1446h Infantry, which was on the southwest’ slops '

~of Hill 160, h d during the a.ternoon of October 10, besn ordered to relieve
tae %¢oops of the 1424 Infortry on St. Ftlewne, and Company B was enﬁaﬂad in
this operation when the bautallon commander recesived an order placing his
battalion in reserve for an dttack, to be delivered at 5 p.m. Company B was
withdrawn and the battalion ¢esumed its original position. S :

- The attack order of the commanding officer, 144th Infantry, designated
sho 2d\Battalion'plus the Re;imentel Ifachine Gun Company,”the 37 millimeter
cuns and Stokes mortars as tne agsaulting battalion, the 34 as the support

and the lst as reserve. No ihstructions for connection with aajacenﬁ troops
or Tor flank protection were given.

JWy
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The 144th Infantry also advenced at about 6 p.ms It made no better pro-
gress than the 123 Infantry. The léading battalion seems t¢ have reached
a system of old German trenches gsoutheast of §t. Etienne from which position
i% was moved to the right in rear (Bouth) of Hill 160, The support battalion
{(3d) conformed to the movements of the 2d, and morning found both battalions
~well within the lines of the 142d Infantry. The reserve batuallon (lst)

did not move from its posxtlon on Blanc honm¢ ] .

Casualties in the 144th Infantry were 31 wounded. -

Field Order No 6, 36th Division, dlrected the 72¢ Drlgade to pass “through
the lines of the 7Tlst Brlfade. .There was no passage. of 11nes, and on the
morning of October 11 the 7ist. Brlgade we's still holding the froat line of .
the division sector, and the 728 Brlgade wag in its rear, except for detach-
ments of the 143d Infantry, who were along the seay Farm=5te Etlenae road
between the 14let and 1424 regiments.

At 5 p.m. October 10 the 2Ist Corps 1ssuea Operdtlon order No 3 806/3
which gave the information that the enemy was withdrawing along the entire
corps front and directed an energetlc pursuit toward Attlgny. The 36th Dlv;—
sion was directed to conform to the movements of the 73d Division, which
was reported to have advancea to the north edge of tle wbods north of Bemont
Gna'teau.

" The above order was' recelved aﬁ lelSlon headquarters ‘somé& time during .
the evening of October lO, and upon it was based Field Order No 7, whichwe's
issued at 11:30 p.n., and was almokt identical with Fiéld Order No 6, except
that it asgsigned objéétlves. H hour was 9:30 a.m, October 11, -

' 'In ¢ompliance with Field ¢rder No 7, the 72d Brigade advanced the morne
ing of Qctober 11 from its position of the night before., The 144th Infan-
try (whose lst Battalion had relieved the mzxed troops of the 142d Infantry
in st Btienne early on October 11)° seens to ‘have. started o time, but the

1434 Infantry did not ‘start until some time after H hour, thus leaving une
~ covered the left flank of the 73d Erench ‘Division and the leht flank of the
144th Infantry. However, there was practlcellv no opposition on “either the
French or Americen front and the attdck ordered by Field grder No 7 becaime
an easy but very slow pursult.- Upon arrlvlrg =t the second objective named
in Field ' Order No 7, line liachault-gemide, the troops. halted ahd bivouacked
for the night. The l44th Infantry had Yost' 3 killed and 26 wounded aurlng
the day and the 143d Infantry I killédand 70 "wounded or gassed"v

‘The front line of the. 36th Division had béen advanced 4. kllomeuera. :
'Why the 72d Brigade halted on thé second objective does not appear, but it
may be because the French divisions on ibs flanks haltea a*so, although some-
what in advance of the 36th Divisions : . k

“""The. Tlst Brigade did hot move on October 11 g dGVOted The day"to
reorganizwng -and supplying its still intermingled troops. R

" Corps orders for October 12 directed the resumption of theE™dursult,
the day's objective being the heights Cnardeny~Vaux. The 364k Dﬁwvsicﬂ o
-Jectlve included vVaux and Hill 167 to the norhtwest thereof. -

‘Phe 36th Division o1ders ‘directed the 72d. Brigade to continue the PUT™
guit, with the 7Tlst Brlgade and 131st Hachine Gun Battdllon x.ollow:u_b in -
reserve at 4 kilometers, H hour was b a.i.

Field order No 2, 724 Brigade, directed the brlgaae to advance with -
its units in the Same relative positién in which they had halted for the
nlght, and emphasized connection with the dQJOlﬂlng French divisions Wﬂlch
- were in advance of the 72d Brigade. , '
' Pursuant to the above orders, the advance Wwas resumed at 6 8 My OCtooor
12 by the 144th Infantry. The 143d Infantry, not having received its orders,
was slow in starting, but took wp the march, as the commanding of ficer of
the leading batialion understood that he was %o advance the morning of the
12th, in connection with adjacent troops. Little opposition was encountered,
the casualities for the day in the brigade being 9 killed and 58 wounded.
The brigade halted late in the afternoon and established outposts just rorth
of Hill 167. QCommunication with the adjacent French divisicus, the 73d
and 7th, was maintained during the advance, 3Both of vhese divisiong, in cowe
pliance with a corps order issued at 1330 a.m. October 12, passed beyond the
dav's objective and reached tae canal wnlca pardlels the. A~~ ) Rlver on its
goutn banks

TNV
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- The 7lst Brigade bl&ou¢cked the nlght of OGteber Ll-lZ l kilometers
outneast of Drloourt«
The corps operation order for 0ctober 13 61rected thet the south bank
of the Aisne be cleared of the enemy and that arrangements be made to cross
" the river. Durimg the night October 13=14 the 124th* T rench Division was
to. be relieved, the 73d Division was to take over its front, and the 36th
Division was to extend its line to the rwcht t6 take over tne sector of the
73d Division to include the’ Bxlquetorle <'1,000 meters east of Aitwgny.
. ‘The 72d Brigade was glven the task'o; reCOAnolterwng ‘to the river clear
ing the sputh shore,. and in" case the north bank Was nct strongly held, ‘of
* establishing bridg eheads. The Tlst Brigade was to make arrargements to o
take over:the le*t of the 78d DlVlSlon's sectors
' Complylng with Field order 9, the lgt Battalicn 143d Infantry, advanced
to the canal during the late mornlng of October 13, its Tlg 1t reSulm« on
Attigny. The lst Battallon, 144tk Infantry, alsa advanced to the canal and
dug 1n, itelelft rastlng on Givry. The 3d Battalion followed the lsbt-and

' Was ‘also mear Givry. The remainder. o¢f the “brigade’ was’ ‘distributed in depth

- " between thé canal and- uhe 1¢Ae;oz rssxstance, whlch wags on the helﬂhts
south of Attignys.
.+ . The above-described’ movements drew fire from the’ north bank of* the
- “Aisne and the brlgade's ‘casualties for the day were 29 killed and 207 woundeg
" most of them ‘being in the 144th Infantry. This and other 51gns indlcmted
" that the Germans intended to make a-stand on the Aisnes
' During:the night of October 13-14 the' 7lgh Brigade took over the front
 of the 124th French Division to include the: Brlqueterle, and the troops in
. the d1V151onaA sector were; rearranged so that the 1nfantry brlgades were:
side by side, 7lst on the. right and the 72d on'the lefi.. From rlght +o }th
the reglments-hela the line as follows:. 1l4lst, 1424, l4ad 144th. "The.
“sector from front tc rear wag divided into: zhree zones - outpost, ‘support
‘and reserve zones, Each regiment had'a battalion 1n the outpost’ zone (Wﬂlch
extended - from tha river to the line of ‘resistance on'Hill 167 ), and a bat=
talion and a- machlne-gun comnany in regimental réserye, Each brigade had a
battalion and a machine~gun company in brigade reseérve and the division re=-
~ serve consisted of a battalion and & machine~gun company from each brigade
., and the 131lst Machine Gun Battallon. The ground between the river and the

. ““heights was held lléhtly, he bulk of the troops. being ‘Weld in rear of the B

¥ lﬂne of resistance." The divis on res@rve was 1ocated near Dr1c0urt.,
A gt regiment of the 2d Field Artillery Brlgade SUP“Orbed each brlgade
. and the heavy reginent the’ eﬂtlre ¢ivisional- sector. '
" The lelSlonal front’ line after the above dlSDOSLthTS were Cprleted BN

tended from the nr"queterle, 1ncluq1ve (1 kllOiOuPr east of Attlvnv), to-
: Clvry; inclusives

~ The rearrangemONt of the troops of the 36tn gqvlJlon was conplebed by
daylight ‘October 14, except +that considerable cor?us"on existed in the 144th
Infantry,. whose lst 'and 34 pattalions were hear Bzvry, and: thls revlﬁent
S was not in its nroper position untiithe night of ‘Ggtober 15«15, .

The period froi October 14 to octoher 28-Was one of comparative inace
‘ﬁlv*ty in the SSCbOI of the JQbh UiV‘ﬁloﬁ gl resembleu the former treich
warfare. - The div:ai ion took a" wbags ol tae suspen51on of operations o
“reqqulp its troops, pollce the battle Izelda near St Et 1enne, and bury its -
o dead. Patrollznv ‘went on constantlj and 8Xpo sure always drew firé from the
“ north bank of the Aisne. Possible Crossing places were reconnoitersd and
’preparatlons were made to ¢ross the river whén the advance should be resumed
C “"ffectlve noon October 18, the headquarters and corps troops of theé
2lgty Corps were Wluhdrawn f“on the Fourth Arnmy. for operations elsewhere,”

The 36th Division became the right’ lelSlOQ of the 1Ith Corps, and the 73d
French Division beuame the ieft divieion of uhe 9th Corps., These rea551gn-
ment.s mde no change in the “ront occupied i thé 36*h D1v151on eXCOpﬁ to
shift the eastern boundary. slightly to the zasts

on the n1~ht Cctober 20-21 the Tth Froach Division was wzthérawn from
the line and its sector was teken over by the 61lst French and 36%th American

Divisions. - To accompllsh this both of the brigades of +the 36th DlVlSlOﬂ
B eﬂtended their areas to the wegt, the 7lst “%1gade takvn over a portion of
the area of the 72d Brigade’ and the latter taking over a portlon of the area
of ‘the 7th -French Division. After thevcha”ge was made the west-
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ern-boundary of the 36th Divisioniraniapproximately north.and southralong:

/Ahe mapiline 266, .Nean-the Alsne the 36thrDivisionisector includlilthe vile
lage 1a .Charitecbut not AmbIy=~Haut or Fleury, o S

‘The 36th Divisifh was again. shifted the night” of Octobey: 2223, The 73d.

French' Division was withdrawn from the line , the: 36th Division.took.over ites

. area; and the 6lst French Division took over the fromt of the36th Divisiona
to Givry, exclusive, " This change practically reestablished the former.weatir

- ern boundary of the; 36th Division. The eastern boundary, after the shift, was

- Voneqa(exclusive)-coegny-chardeny=quilly (allinclusive), In.making the:change
the regiments-were also shiffed in:line and ccoupied the-seotor in the.followw'
ing order from right to left: 142dy, 1418t . 1445k, 143de  The:53dcFrensg Divdi
sionawas~on:the right of the 36th, 4 . - :

: This -last shift'to the east brought the TlstiBrigade:oppositecashorseshoe:
bend in the Aisne,,33kilometersceast of Attigny, This bend was formed by a.
swing of the river o the north: and was.3 kilometers-broad at the -baspcand.
about the same distance in depth. ThenaMundcwithin the loop wasshigher than:
the country 4o the south, and itself was dominated. by the hills to the north
and east of the river; The Germans; in their withdrawal acrosssthe river, ,
had not relinquished: the ground withinsthis ‘loop, ,but had constructed:a-trench.
férosssits-base which was protected by several belts:of wire and by strongs-
Points; The French 73dcDivision:attacked this position unsuccessfully on: A
October 16:and’l7. Thisswas known as the Forest ,Fa;'xm.position;qbz’y‘._reaaon;O'Q
axfdrm situated ‘near the basée of the loop, On October 23 the 36th Divisiona

~was directed to prepare a plan for the reduction:of this:postiony andoni0ete
Obér 24-ordersf thecllth Corpssdirected the divisionito take the POSiﬁDﬁ?

' before:Februart 27, ,and agsigned additional artillery for that purposes

- Ontthe same day, October 24, & .corps order directeddthe reliefiof the. T&h

-Di‘vigi&_g’a by the 6dstiand 22d French Divisionssthe nightszof October 26"?7 anmic
27-20, " When it wassdécided.to attack the Forest Farm positionionaOctober: 27,
the relfifdrot the attafking-unites,two. vattalions; was:postponed-until the:
night October 28<29, whilerthe 2dcField Artillery Brigade's relieffwassposte
poned until the night October 27-28, . o o

The ractual'relief ‘was accomplished ag follcowss - : L .
 The night of October 26-27 the 143ddInfantry was relieved by the 6lst French.
Division and marched to the vicinity of gt.Marie=a=Py, Thecsame division.relievs
edthe l44the Infantry the night of October 27-28, ‘and the regiment marchedcto

Machault, The: reservecbaptalionssof ithesTlet Brigade, the lst of.the 142d.Inf<
andtry and the 3dcof the 14lst, were relieved by the. 22d French Division the-
same night ad marched to S6mme~Py, o , o
~ The support bat'zalions of the Tlst Brigade, the lst of the-l4lst Infantry
and the 2d of the 142dcInfaniry, each having two platoonssof the L3dc_cMa.c§%;e
Ga-pattalion, werecrelieved.the night of 0ctober:28¢29,by the: 22diFrench Divie
sidniand marched to the Somme=Py aress . . : -

‘The relief.of the reserve:and support battalions ofthe:7lst Brigadécwassnott
effdcted until after the success of:the attack upon:Forest Farm had been assureds
The capture of the: Forest Farm position:was:assigned:to the. Tlst Brigade; .
supported: by the 2d Field Artillery Brigade:. andthe artillery of the 9th and 1lth

- Carpssand the 6lst and 533 Didvisions: - o - ‘

‘ It is not clear just what French artillery actually participated.in.thissocs
casions The ordérs-drawn up by the commander-of the artillffry of the:1lth Caorps;
who ‘had beemloanﬁ‘@dnﬁo sthe: 36th Division.to coordinate:the:action of the French..
artillery, specify the dbiessto becperformediby thecartill@ryy of the:9th. Corps; ,
the heavy artillery of "thecArmy GorpsY ‘(thecllih)'and by Phecartillery, of thec
6lst DIivisicn: H hour was-at 4:30 PM, October-27, . ThHecartillgey, preparation.
commenced 20 minutesseanyireinnd wassdirseted.on the German pa itiongswithinthee
bend in the river, and upon the battefMies:located: north of the river within. the:
sector ‘semuy=-Givey, Itsssffe‘ctivene@s; wasssuch that the infantry advancedito
the objective with almost no casualties. “* - ‘ « e o
‘ The infantry attack ®as made by the two “egiments of the Tlst Brig abreast,
the 142d on the right and the 141st on the left. Tach regiment had a company of
the 1324 MG Bn attached, and was formed in three lines with a battalion as at-
vacking unit, one in support, and one in reserve, The attacking battalions, 3d
of the 142d Inf and 2d of the l4let Inf,, each had attached a platoon of machine
guns and in addition Co D,141lst Inf., was attached to .the assaulting battalion
of its regiment ' S s g P S ;

\
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The parallel of departure followed the road from the Briqueterie to
Roche. The 1ine held by the 7lst Brigade was generally-in advance of this
road, and was withdréwn thereto the night of october 26=27+ Promptly at H
 hour on Gctober 27, .the infaniry advanced, following the barrage which = -
drove the Germens to their dugouts and ﬁept them there untzi they surrenw
dered. Within an hour the troops were on the objective, a line ‘running
southeast througa Forest Farm, with a loss of but 11 kll?ed and 36 Wbunded.‘
One hundred and ninedy-four prisouers were captureds

~ The support battallons, gt of the 141 st Infantry aad 9d of the 142d
were used as information groups and.to clean up in rear of the attacking
battalions. -The reserve battalions did not participate in the fight at all.

~.The command of the 36th Division séctor passed to the 22d French Divi=

5161 at 8 aui. 0 ctober 28, At this time all of the orgenizations of the
36th Division had been’ relxeved except the troops occupyﬂng the captured N
Forest Farm poszﬁlon ‘and’ the “fwo . battalions supporiting thems The latter
were relieved the night of October 28-29. The former remained in poswtlon
until between 3 and 5 a.m.  October 29, when they were relieved by the 22d.

- French Division and proceeded some by truck and some by marchmng, +to the.

camps near Somme-Sulppes, where the remainder of the division had preceded
them. The 2d Field Artillery Brigade and the 2d Englneers resolned ‘their
division in the Argonne. ' :
The contrast between the flrst and last operations of the 36th1D1v1slon
is great. The former were characterized by orders hastily given and, trans-
mitted, 1mperfe¢tly understood, and consequently poorly execuﬁed. The )
latter operation was carefully planned and the orders were so. glven ags to
allow them to reach and be understood by the tZoops who were to execute theme
\The result was almost a bloodless V1ctory. To be sure the troops had been :
fare, but that alone . would not ¢ccount for the dszerence. “Had. the attack
.of October 8 been as thoroughly platined and pfepaved as that of October _7
it would have stood a chance of success even with inexperienced troops,'

‘ igme?ber1ng that the Germans were in retreat Wnen the 35th Dlvvs1on entered,
& line, . . .
Durxng 1ts operat oas, october 6-28 Fhe  36tn. D1V131on was opposed

by the 17th and 213th Gdrman Divisionhs, uhe former reported as “tired" and.
the latter asg "fresh"' Besides the above, reports indicate that parts, at
least, of the 195th, 2424, and R39th. Divigions were in live; "but it iy

impo ssible to verify ﬁh13¢ “They were probably there as ths Gerﬁans were
 then throwifig into line whateyer troops they could lay théir hands one

v The casualties of the 36th Divisgion while in line Octobe¢ 6=28-were

as follows: ” '

s

Officers. : Enlisted.

23

Killed i‘;"illtDll...l""..""‘i‘ll‘

94 %6 ve s se pe e«

T 486

Woun(led i‘d.‘.o.oIOlrl'IQ‘.IO"Q.QCOOO' 54 ' . 1,4"50
TTlsolYlfct--'aacoontcgb.o-nbotvctctotntc ..“"..‘ : 80
Gasssd BA v tese T AT AR E N AU RV arsns et 35 M 4—27
‘To‘tal,«...- ceiesrrevy 4 122 M 2’443

m—— e e

- im P -

- On October 28 the 36th Division was transferred to the First American
Army and ordered %o proceed to the Dampierre-le-Chateau area, theee to a-
vait orders. T.e novement was made by marching on October 30 and 3l.

Toere the divisiegn nassed into the resesrve of tne Firgt Army and was attached
4o the lgb Corps.
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ORGANIZATION OF DIGISIONS. (OCTOBER 1918).

. 24 DIVISION
kOOmmandJ.nw General:

- Maj.Gen, J‘A.Lezeune.U S.M.G. ‘

Chief of staff: - |
Col. J,S.Rhea, G.8:
G-1: :
Najor Bennett Puryaar }

G=2:

Majer R.S, Keyser

G-3:

- Col. H, B.Myers.

3d Infantry Brigade;
Brig. Gen. H,E.Ely,
9th Infantry: .

“Col.G. W, Stuart
23rd Infantry:

"~ ¢ol, B, R. Stone,
Sth Machine Gun Battalion:
Majc H. T LeWis-
4tn Infantry Br:.gade‘ _
5th Marines;

Col, Logan Feland.
6th Marines: -

Cel, Harry Lee. .
6th Machine Cun Battalion:
~ Maj. L.W.T,Waller, jr,

24 Field Artillery RBrigade:
 Brige Gens A.J.Bowley,
12th Field Artillery:

“Lt. Col. J.A,Holabird,
15th Field Artillery:

Col. J. R, Davis.

. 17th mield Art:.llery.
~ Lt, Cols L. C. Sperks,

1

4th (Di.vis:.onal)machine gun Bn,:
Maje A, D, Bruce, ,

lst Field s:.gna.l Battalion:
‘Maje Charles Murphy.

24 Engineers: :

- Qol, W, A. M;\.tchell.

sy

~s==000wn="

G~2:

B

3Gth DIVISION~
Coxmnandmg General- E

'MaJ.Gen.,W.R.Sma,th. '
Chief of gtaff;

Cols E.J Wlllmams, G S.
Gl

col, W, G sills, (Oct. 12-25)
Lt 001. C W.Neal, F.A. '

!

Lieut,Col, c. H.Mason, GiSe

Lt. Col, J A A‘Bklns, GySs
Tist Infentry Brigade:
Brig. Gen, Pegram Whltworth.b
141st Infantry--’
Colc W E Jackson, ’
Lt. Col. L. R. James (commanding after -
- Qctober 19th)s .
1424 Infantry: -
- Ccol.A, W, Bloor, '
132d Machine Gun Battalion
_Maj. P. A. Weatherred (commandlng
gntil Qcte 21),
T2d. Infantry Brigade;
Bl‘lg- Gen, J. AQ Hulen.
143d Infantry: :
801. J. S. Hoover (commandxng until
Oc‘b. 18). N ’
Lt. col. I. J. Phillipson (commandmng
© - .after oct. 18), "
144$h Infantry: '
col. J.S.Parker {commanding until
~ Oct. L4),
Lt, Col. 0. E. Roberts (commandlng~after
octy 14), | |
133d Machine Gun Battalion‘
Maje L. Se pavidsohs

3}.§tt(mvz.sn onal) Machine Gun Ea:t‘bal:\.on.
Maj, Ellis stephenson,
111th Field signal: Battalion'

Maje G. A, Robinson.

(
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© After the dnve on Thiacourt, in the S Mihiel Salient
the 4th Brigade withdrew to the Bois des Mxnve%vxlle. Brigade
P.Cs at Mononvilles The personnel was in very bad condition due to
the strain of battle and the continual livxng in the woods in mud and
rain, At this time several humdred men wers’ evacuated for sickness .
due directly to this exposure, However on ‘the 20th of September, in
accordance with Field Orders from 2nd Dmv1s;0ﬁ the brigade mieved by
marching to an area south of Toul, where. the ' personnel way glven an
Opportunity to "clean up" and "sleep warn!" for a few dayé, The brigade
wemained in this area until September 25th’ when in accordance ‘with orders:
from 2nd Division it moved by raxl te an area bbuth of Chalons with the
Brigade P.C. at Sarry. ; e o o :

: The Brlgade (ab 9art of'the 2nd ﬁxvlslcn) remalned 1n the
Chalons area in reserve of the Group of Armies of the center until -
September 28th when in accordance with orders from 2nd Division
it moved by bus and merching to the Souain-Suippes Area, wibh Brigade
P«Cy at Suippes. The 4th Brigade forming the leading brigade of the
‘2nd Division, wes disposed vo ithe northward ‘of Sulppes se as to be
able to reach the tront line, then rear Semme*Py, 1n a alngle night 8.
march , S

On October 1st in accordance with orders from an D;v;s;on the
brigade marched to the line on the nightof October 1-2 gid relieved
‘‘elements of the Hlst D,I. French in its position near Semme~Fy. The 5th
Regiment relieved the 219th and 265th Infantry regiments, and the 6th
Regiment the 264th Infantry Regiment, all of the 6lst D. 1. Frenchs
In addition the 6th Begiment took over a battalion sector of the 21lst
DI French on the. left of the 6lst D I. The brigade was dispesed with
both regiments in line, 5th on right and 6th on lafu, each regiment
in column of battallon‘ A mechine gun company was’ attached to each

infantry . battallon. The ordef of battellons from fron t %o rear was as\
follows t= ‘ ‘ - '

o 5th Regimém -

1st Battalxon vn'Regimental-N

A 1GCo .
~2nd Battaliog = 23rd = M G Co.. .
rd Battalion - 77th ~ M G Co
Fsiéfﬁdﬁééiment---‘ 7' _ : S
2nd Battallons =81t | M G Co
_1st Battailon - -Reo'1menta1 M G Co
3rd Battallon»' l‘th MG Co

The Brigade P.C. was located in the trenches at p01nt 268 2~274 6, two
and one~ha1f kilometers south of Somme—Py. : : , .

Jwv
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The relief wis effected before daylight without incident. Steps
‘were taken immediately to rectify positions and perfect combat liaison ~.
with organizaetions on right and left. This was not particularly easy as
the line occupied ran thru a pgstem of Boche trenches (third and last line)
net completely "cleaned up', The trenches "Pacha', "Elab' and "Hssen' were
very strong and portions of them were still held by:.the enemys T

" Although the Brigade and Regimental Commanders took over p.C's.

then used by the French, telephone communicetion was practicalily impossible
during the relief = in fact the Brigade Commander was ahle ‘o coummlcate
by telephonewith his regimental commanders only at rate intervals up %o
10:50 AM, October 2nd. Communication was rendered all the more (iffieculd:
on. acvount of having dccupied a position in an elaberats enemy irensh
system -this cause many runners to go astray, especially those of the 2nd ;
Division, However, the liaisen personnel of the brigade erganications reported
generally on time with the location of their own ¥.C's well fixzed in their
minds. - Liaison with flank brigades, 170 I D on right and 2ist on left, was
 established by lisison bfficers {in company with French Liaison Officer, 6lst

I D) in the early morning ef October 2nd. The cemmand passed at 8:30 AM/

i

4 The Brigade Commander had received verbal rotification-during the
night that an attack was to be rmade on the mcrning of the 2nd of Cetober,
The attack to be made by the 4th Brigade in sugport; 'a battalion of Gthe
latter to be attached to the former as a combat la&fson ferce te maintain
liaison with the 21st I D on left. This battalion actvally begen movement

to position. However, word was received later in the morring thet the attack
was postponed 24 hours, EE R

As noted above, the Boche trench. syeiem had ne’ boern enbirely
“cleaned up'. Besides sectiors ¢f the "Pechel, VE ba' aazd "Essen " trenches
in our ewn lines there remaicsd ihe “Fook" of ithe "Esasy" Sreach about
300 yards to eur left flank. The "Hok" was a wery sirong wecnine gun nest
with an extensive all arcuad field ¢f fire which up wec this dizms had
successfully resisted all efforts of the Frensh to teks ik. The line on
the left of our sector was therefcre rebtirad about one kilometer. On our
right the line was weil advanced = about 2 Xilometers. It was deemsd
necessary that for a clean "jump off" the ertirs ecystem in our sectur
sheuld be occupied and that the"IDssen' Hsok sheuld be taken., Orders were
igsued for these operations to take place before mero hour on October 3rd.
The 5th Regiment found the trenches to their frout evasuated and occupied
them without incident. The éth Regiment found their problem a little more
difficult (being flanked an the left by the "Essen Hook") but by evening, .
supported by fire,(machine gun and artillery), had gone "over the top"
and occupied the forward trenches with a less of only 15 casualties,

The French on our left, supported by fire from the 6th regiment, attacked the
"Essen Hook" agein but without results. Special artillery fire had to be pro-
vided to neutralize it during the coming attack. -~ ‘

" During the afternoon of the 2nd Verbal orders were received to the
effect that the attack we: to take place ithe nest morning, The plan o
provided for a coverging attack by the two brigades of the 2nd Division, in
concért with a general attack by the French 4th Army.

Jwv .
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The ob;ectlve of the 2nd’ Dmviszon was 11ne. ~-Read f"om Medesh Farm
(eAcluslve) thru Point 73411 to Blanc Mont (inclusive), Thr 4th
Brigade was to attack within the Sector of the 6ih Regiment. »in column
of regiments.=. the 6th in front line and the 5th in supports Both -
regiments were in form in column of battalions with a machine gun
company .attached. to. each battalzqn. In forming for the attack the 5%h was
to move by the flank and . follow in rear of the 6th when it had gained
its distance, The infantry attack was to be preceeded by five mi.utes
artillery preparation and be sujported by a relling barrage, rate of
advance 100 meters in 4 minutes. Two companies of light tanks were
assigned to the 4th Brigade which were disposed & One company (22)
“with the. ‘keéading battalion and one .company (12) with the: aupnort
vadtakion af.the 6th Regiment, - The rear battaljon ‘of the 5th was
Ebpecaally charged with cooperation with the French to reduce "Essen
Hook" and protecting the left flank during the night »of October 2-3 )
troops ‘were placed in pasition for the event and reconnaissances made»‘
of the immediate front. All preparations for the attack were made on.
verbal orders, Written orders from the 2nd Division did not arrlve
ot Brlgade Headquarters until 4: 40 Al .on October 3rde . '

Promptly ai zero hour the brlgade advanced in the follow1ng
battle. order.,m LT :

<
h

‘-~6th.Reglment .

U ~f~ -, 2nd Battalion = B8lst M'G Co'
2 - 1st Battalien - Regt M G Co T ST P
Yoe o 3rd Batta’loﬁ - 15th M G Co - T S

,,lfth Reglment -

2nd Battallon~' 23rd M G Co
‘3rd Battalion - 77th M G Co -
- 1st Battalion - Regt. M G Co

The ﬁflhéwp&l’?esistauce encountered was from machine gun
nests. Machine gun fire was encountered from the front, the rzght
flank where the middle gpuund betwsen the two brigades was not
zowpletely covered, and especially from the left flank where: the .
French advance ‘wasg ‘delayed by "Essen Hook". The left flank of each
battalion was successively retarded by heavy fire from the left flank.
Although the French made: eveny effort and the Marime one poundeys
‘did excellent work it was not until 3.00 P M that “"ESSEN HOOK"
was under contrel and .then many more hours elapsed before it was
finally "cleaned up.W o :

v e,
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Generally during the advance our losses were light - the men
doing excellent work with their rifles in sniping machlng gun crews-
Several hundred prisoners were captured. They stated that their
losses had béen heavy dus'to our rifle and’ aftlllery fire: (our °Wﬂ
infantry testified to the. excellency of the ‘rolling barrage and
accurrcy of special fire) ' All battalions of the Sth Regiment - met Rk
machine gun resistance in Somme-Py. woods. The support battqlxon (1st) ,
pressed forward on the leading battalion (2nd) which was held: upy’ and, o
advanced on its right to the objective: The reserve battallon (3rd) o
was, assxgned the task of cléaning up. E e :

The objeotlve was reached at 8 30 a.m. and the work of consolzda-'”
‘“ting the position and the establishing the line of outposts to the front
was begun. The advance of the Friench on the left being gtill- delayed,bv;~'
the 5th Reiziment made d13p091t10ns to protéect the left flank and: support
‘the advance of the French. A-special flank barrage was arranged for 1n
case of ‘Counter-attack, Durﬁng the afternoon orders ‘were received :

to continue the advince to the northwest and establish & position” o
resistance on the: general line: Read fork about ene kilemeter souihwest
of Scay Farm -Point 6n- Blanc Mont -5t Etienne Road ‘about one-kilometer
south of St Etienne. 4n outpost’ line was to be pushed forward to a
distance of about ~ne kilometeér .and the town of 5t Etienne reconnoitered,
The Brigade Commander ordered the 5th Reziment t¢ pass thru the 6th
Regiment and continue the advance in concert with the 3rd Brigade ‘on ‘to-
the right and the French whé were coming up on the 1a£t.

The. 5th Regiment passed thru and continued the advance at 7 30 ’
pemi October 3rd, ond immediately met with strong machine ‘gun resistance
north of Nont Blanc ~both front and flanks. They pushed- forward about
1-1/2 kilome¥ers, however, and held on although subjected to heavy
artillery and machine gun fire and two enemy countér-attacks during the
night. Two companies of the 1st Battalion, 5th Regiment, were’ ‘ordered
forward to support them pnd cover their 1eft flank. The 5th was in a
very exposed position and ldaison was extremely difficult but they
finally connected up with the 3rd Brigade on the right and with the 6th
Regiment te the rear. The front line of the 3rd Brigade reiiired once
but later revumed its position on the right: Owing te enemy pressure on
its right flank it had been flung back upoﬁ the 4th Brigade sector,

At 6: 00 a.m., Ootober 4th,’ orders were issued by the an D;vzslon

for a further advance, in the direction of Mathuult = Caurcy. where a’ e
position of resistance:was to-be established and held, This attack, how-.
ever, was net carried out until the next day - thefFrench had net ad~ -
vanced on the left 'and the enemy residtance on that flank was too

great to disregard. It ‘had to be "cleaned up" to some extent before the
~advance could be cuntlhued. The next (or nests) causing the" most
damage were close up to the west'éf Mont Blanc. These were et well
reconnoitered during the afternoen and.evening of October 4th by the 3rd
Battalion, 6th Regiment, and an attack was made in the evening after
artillery preparation. This attack was neot carridd to a conclusien

as it fleveloped that t.e position was very strong and special preparthons
would be required 1f undue loss in man power was to be avoided.

JWV
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Accordingly further plans were made, Harassing fire was laid
down on the position during the night and at 6:15., October 5th, after
an hour's artillery preparation, the 3rd Battaliop, 6th Regiment
attacked (in- concert with voluntesrs from the 17th Regiment French
supporting the left rear of the 2nd Division) wnd captured it without
loss, The garrisen, 4 officers and 209 men, were taken prisoners and a
great deal of material, including 75 light and heavy maching guns, and
the capture of this nest reduced to a great extent the fire to which
the 5th Regiment was sub:ect and eased the advance of the French on
the left- flank.

On October 5th the French Division (fresh) on the flanks were
ordered to advance to the line of the 2nd Jivision. Thercupon the
2nd Division ordered the advancde continued in the -direction of the
Machault - Caurcy. The brigade Sommander ordered the 6th Regiment
(re@rganized) to advance thru the S5th and ¢ombinue the advance ~the
5th Regiment to reorganize when:-the 6th had passed thru and follew
in bupport. The 6th Regiment advanced and passed the 5th Regiment
positions in bat*le order as. followa.

2nd Battalion - B8lst M G Co
3rd Battalion =~ 15th M G Co
lst Battalion = Regt. M G Co

, The Brigade P C moved to Point 267,8-275.7 at 5:00 pem. October
‘5th. At 5:40 p.m. the leading batialion (2nd) was held up by strong
machine gun dests and heavy wire about itwo kilometers southemat of
St Etienne. The entire 6th Regiment was being shot up from the front
- and both flanksi: The enemy was advanring and fillirg up tFenches
near the nests and bringing in machine guns. Artillesry fire was re-
quebted and the Marines dug in. “ouate =attacks were broken up or
beaten offy During the nlght of October 5-6 the Command*ng officers,
6tH Reglment, pb*feo+ed plans for the reduction of the nests. The
attack was made at 6:30 a,m. October 6th by the 3rd Battalion, 6th
Reglment {in conjunction with the 23rd Infantry on the right} proceeded
ﬁne ggur 8 artzllery rreparation, The infantry advance being

* .
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proceeded . by original obJectlve by a rdlling barraaea"mhe'attack
was a-success and the objective was reached at 9:30 a,m. . The -
pobltlon attazned (hizh ground southeast of St Etienne) was: found 4o
be a very, stronv one and was immediately consolidated and the forces
origanized ‘for a strong defense. Just as the position was: occupied &
threatehed., coumter-attack of: the Boche was broken up. by a: special
barraqe which), was: lazd w1th1n elght mlnutes after recelpt of reguesta

The 23%d Infantry also attained its objective and the‘French on
the left flank had advanced to St Etienne and beyond. Good combat
laision was immediately establzbhed on botb flanks, on the left to the
south of 8t Etienne., oo ; . ‘

It was persiatently reported on Dctaber 5 6 by the French that their
forces.occupied . the town of St Etienne, but on the morning ef the 6th our
treops observed both Frenchwand Boche,troops,ln the town and it was well"
know that the Boche aoccupied the cemetery to the KNorthwast of town as &
machine gun nest. To asvertain the true situation in the town the .
Commanding General, 2nd Division, ordered a patrol to reconnoiter, This
patrol advanced from the left front at 11:20 &.m. and was severely fired
into from the cemetery (or east end of town) while crossing the open

ground to the southeast, The pairol was held up and reuained in place during
dayllght. The gighting in and around the town and cemeiery continued thru
the day, Both sides taking turns in filtering in and retiring 1n the flace

of intense artlllery barrapes and counter-attacks.

At 4:00 p.m. on October 6th, the Commanding Genersl, 2ad Division,
issued orders for the relief of the frout line, 6tk Regiment by the 142nd
Regiment, Tlst Infantry Brigade on the.night of October 6~7 to be com=-
pleted by 3:00 a,mi, on the Tth. The orders were pro¥ided for the 4th
- Brigade leaving one battalion in frentslire un*il fekiher orders and

~machine gun, stokes mortar and one pounder troops in position fer: 24 '
hours, and withdrawing the remainder of the Brigade to covered positions,
in rear of Mont Blanc. The command of the brigade sector was to pass :
to the Commanding General, Tlst Brigade, upon completion of. the relief.

The relief was effected in accordance with orders and without Lnubual
incident . The 5th Regiment withdrew to the trenches of Mont Blane = °

Ridges The 6th Regiment remained in places

During the day of October 7th the fighting between the French
and Boche still continued in and around St Etienne. During the
afternoon several hundreds of Boche were feared. It was almost necessary
that we advance or at least dispatch a force to cooupy trenches near the
town to prevent the Boche filtering thru south of it. This ground
had been cevered by firing during the flay and patrola at nlght.

JWV
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At 11:00 p.m. Oetober Tth, orders were issued by the Commanding
General, 2nd Division for an attack by the Tlgt Brigade on the morning E
of theS@hc The orderw provided for a Yeft' flank guard of one battalion -
 from the 4th Brigade to maintain combat liaison between the 142nd Regiment
and the Pth Division Fmench during the attack. The 1st Battalzon, 6th.

Eeglment was assigned for this purpose. At zero hour ‘5115 aum., the
~attack was 1aunchad, the 1nfantry advance preceéded by a folling

battege and supported by tanks. The 142ud Infantry adyanced o an
average of one<half kilometer when the advance was stopped by Boche
machine gun fire along the wooded raviné running to the Hortheast '

of 5y Etienne. The M2nd held to this position until about 4:00 pems

when elements badly disorganized recoiled on the positiun occupzed by the .
3rd Battalaon, Bth Regiment whzch had remazned in place at the " Jump-off',

At zero hour the liaison battalion (1st Bpttalion, 6éth Regiment\
advanged and occupmsd St Etienae, connectlng up with the French 7th
Divisions Very little resistance was encountered untll debouchmng from
the north of téwn two companies were badly “shot up" by machine gun fire
from the northeast, The remnants of thesé companies were bltimately
retired to trenches aear the position occupled by the lst Battalion, 6th
Reglment. The remainder of the Battalion occupiedthe town of St~
Etienne and trenches just ‘to southward and established combat 11aison
with thé Frenech Tth Division via the £t Etienne-Cauroy roads Repeated.
attempbs of the Boche to mass th the northwast of S5t Etxenne were: ’
broken up by machide gun fire and special barrages. At 4! F40 p.mw,‘ ,
October 8th, the Commanding General, 2nd Division, ordered a battallon .
of the 2nd Englneers to reinforce the left flank liaison battialion and ;
occupy the trenches north of 5t Etienne. These opsrations were in pracess
when at 5:05 peme the Boche laid dewn. The French Tth Division was heavily
counter-attacked on itsrrght frodt at this time. Later in the afternoon
the operations in view 66z the iiaiscn hatialion were carrzed out but not
without some hard fl?htlng.'

Coee

Durxng the e&enxng of Ootober g4 th effort 8 were made to form combat
liaison with the 14ind Zegiment but with little success. COndlthnb wers -
the same in the 3rd Brigade sector whers the 141%t Regiment of the 7Tlst
Brigade had attacked. However, there was good combat liaison betwesn the
Jrd Brigade and 4th Brigade and the Tth French Division on the left;
the 31tuatzon was not crxtzcal.

P

At 4 OO peme, October 9th the Commanding General 2nd D;v131on
issued orders for the relief of the 2nd Division by the 36th>Di&$éion; ‘
(to which the Tlst Brigade belonged). The orders provided for the relief
of the infantry =~ brigades on October 9-10 the artillery ; + digh
engineer troops in front 11nes and support to remain in pla e forf
hours, or pending the arrival'of those elements of the 36th
The 5th Hbsimits  was to be relieved by the 144th Regiment, 7 nd Brigade
and when that was compl sted the command of the 4th Brigade gector was to

pass to the Commandzng General 72nd Brxgade and the entire 4th
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(less machine un troops mentioned above) was to be withdrawd

te the north of Naverie Farm by daylight on the 10th, and thence

to the SulppeS*Nantlvax-Somme-Sulnpes area in Arww‘Reserve The
relief and movément to the new area was carried out as- ordered without
Bnusual incident, conszderlgv that the 72nd Brigade was composed ‘

of green troops. The command passad to the Commandlnp General :

72nd Brigade, at 2:30 d.m., O¢tober 10th, and P C.- 4th Brlgade

opened at Sulppes at same: tlme._ .

'

OPEﬁATIONS AT BLANG MONT. -

ERCE .
oo e o

The necessity fbr a feelln" of comradebhlp and personal 1nterebt
between the 1nfant%@yand artlllery cannot be too strongly emphasized -
and every effort showld be made to create a feeling of confidence
and respect between the two arms. The 2nd D1v151on ke very
fortunate in beinzharmonious to a remarkable degree, the 1nfavtry
always being content when it knew that our own artlllevy was supporting .
them, and out artillery never cared hew forward they were placed as long
as our own infantry was in frort ¢f them. Such confidence betwsent’e
two arms permitted the artillery to mive nc thought to the sscurity
and close defense of their positions and all their efforts covld be .
centeredy on the actual work of suppiying the ertillery fire requlred.
The fact that cordiality, confidsnce and comr; deshlp ‘ :

- The 2nd Field Artl‘lery Brigade , consisting of the 12th 15th
and 17th, have served the Division from the middie of Msrch 1918 until
‘nows The 12th supported the Fourth Brigsds, the 15th the Third ,
Brinsade and the 17th both. During $ha’ ”"me the infantdh end ar*illery
zot to know each other and close association of the two arms of the
service, each imbued with & spirit {o win, could not have produced »
any other result. Qur mutual action was intellizent, the bplrlﬁ_‘
admiréble‘and co=operation thoroushly successful, '

This may sound like a ~lorification of the 2nd Fleld Artlllery .
Brigzade but they certainly deserve ‘all praise that fan®e given them.
The best is none too zood fre the best.

DISUUSSION OF THE OPERATION OF INFANTRY IN RELATION WITH THE ARTILLERY.

The infantry should be trained to fellow the barrare whatever happens
because & barratze énce lost is worse than useless, ARide frum the
tremenduous waste of ammunition the success of the opsrations is en-
dangered and the con:-aquent casualties are largely increased. The enemy

Jwv
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soon grasps the siificance of a lost barrase and hold up an
advancinz line for a lony time before special {ire can be dlrectad
on the nest thus perm;tted to get into action, or until flank
attacks can be made. After a first day's attack, when counter 3,
attacks become only too numerous, the 1nformat10n given by the_
infantry to the artillery must be most accurate, partlcularly

as to front line positiens, and positions of the enemy. Such
information should always be given by coordinates, if possible,

or by seme distinct object. af terrain, Observation posts, ‘both -
artillery and infantry should always be established first of all

as the best of artmllery support can oxly be furnished when there is
- direct observation and mood communications. Prompt notice of all
movements and chanves .in the lines, outpost, etc,, in fact any.
information that. -permits the artillery to act intellimently and T
efficiently so ag not-to endanser our own forces in laying domn -

a barrage or. in’ delivering harassingfire. For instance when a halt
is made the artzllery should be informed of the exact posxtzons

of the lines so that a properly placed defense barrage can be prspared«
A barrage to be effective must be close up to the lines.

Accuracy of location of infantry lines is necessary where the
artillery has hadng opportunity to register the guns, During the
advance, if the infantry requires artillery preparation or neutraliza-
tien, the request should be absolutely explizit as to, place to be fired
upon, Artillery not properly placed is wasted. The artillery should be
informed of the exact positions of enemy machine zun nests er.other.
obstacles and of the hour until which the infantry will. remain
halted awaitinz artillery fire., Otherwise, the infantry may have out~
flanked the enemy or otherwise disposed of the obstacle and ad~ - ‘
vanced. The laadson officer with the infantry could give him a fairly
‘accurate estimate of the time it would take for the commencement
of flre on a- W1ven ob)ectlve. ; e

WBAT INFANTRY qOT FROM ARTTLLPRY IN THE WAY OF SUPPORT AND WHAT THEY
S EXFUTD. . .

At the beginninz of the campaign when most of the officers, .
particularly below the rank of major, and most of the men had had
very little ékperience there was a tendency on the part of
infantry to expect about everythxny in ereation of the artillery .«
Some demands Wwere unreasonable and ‘when not forth-coming considerable
comment ®¥nsueds We found afterwards that most of the failure to .
‘receive what was expscted was due principally to the infantry .
themselves, Poor abservation posts, poor equipment (the Sth : ;»h
Regiment, I remember, had a pair of eight power binoculars
as their equipment), untralaed bbservers officers ignorant
of the powers and limitations of artzllery who made requests that
were useless because inexact, inaccurate and not givthg sufficient
dnfermation. A request for a beara<te “on such and such a road" means
nothinz but waste to the artillery. Without co-ordinates or some
"~ definite description of the exéct line on which to place the
artxllery fzre, tHe demand m1~h$ as well not be mades

JWV
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I know of ‘'ense instance--= not in our division~--where an
infantry officer demanded of the artillery liazson officer for the
seventy-fives to fire at enkmy aeroplanes flying overhead. A demand
was also made for a barrageevery half hnur all nizht (a mier'e -
natter ot expendxna 9000 rvundsg

: Another error made’ by infantry W&ﬁ in callifig for ?ire o

~and not danignatinv the tarzety so the artillery cfuld decide

exactly what kind of ammnnitian to use: Too oftén the demand weuld

ba mdde for harassing fire on such and such a cfos roads or back

of such and such a woods,‘~xvzn~ the co-ordinat§s Ppreperly but net
the target, The infantry efficer would make the defnand not realizing
that hish explosive shrapnel, seventy fives orllss¥y are not alwayw
the .bést shells azainst certein objectives. Gaber tded accurate: place
and naming the targset we. always round that out &§ wy attended

te the rest.- , E ‘

We hadn't been in action very lon7 before the infantry discovered
thet a continucus improvement was made a8 each suvceeding battle
wad ga:ned.

Am Solssona, 5t Mihiel Champa«ne and the ArponnaﬁMeuse our
artillery déspondéd promptly to all our demands and them some.
" Pur infantry officers learned by bitter emper;ence jusgt about
what ths artillery ceuld do and what they couldn't de and did:
not make unreasonable demands. When we made reaschable demands
that were clear, cencise and expliclt our artillery never yet has
falled to deliver. -

i

The first requisiie to a complete success in any attack is a
400d rolling barrase, and to start with the infantry lines bhould
be most clearly delineated and also stabiliszzd long enough to
pernmit the concentratxon of the artillery and the supply of the
necessarily large amount of ammunition to zive the barrage the
proper density. It is essential that the infantry lines be known
accurately in order that the initial start of the barraje should be

;prcperly placed. If 90331ble revlstratlon should be denes v

. In our attack a& Blanc Mont and also ax st Geornes and Landrss
St George, one sun wae reported as always firing short, though .
- always advancinz wkth the barrage. It had the effect of indenting
the infantry. Iine but fortunaxely; didn't zive any advantage te the
enemy, : T T ,

This brizns up the subJéctLof_“fdrinngHQrt",‘an unfortunate :
occurence, liable to happen in the best regulated divisions which can
generally be traced to the faulty/forma tion uwent te the artillery

- JWV
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deflnlng the infantry llnes My brxﬂade had very llttle ahort
firlnq, begause I insisted on accurate position reports-trac1ng'
paper places--and often division woudd rave because I didn't-
send in "liver pads" saying the first battalion’ of: the Sixth.:

was "about’ here" or.the Third Battelion in an:area nesembling

a crooked ‘gtem gourd, They were as useful to the. artzllery

as a; spare hdhdle to a pump. L : :

R N ERE T EERTEN S N
SR TR . [N IR

At Blanc Mont 1% was reported that we were “short fired’
but we were so far out in front that the Boche batteries fired
in from the rlanks and were. arranapusxy reperted ag our men.‘”

Aftsr the advapce haa been completed for t%a f;rst day, rolllﬁr
barrages are, to. my mlnd, out ¢f the question for a continuation
‘of the attack unless suffzcient time has:.been taken te clearly
define the infantry lines and to bring up. the artillery and
ammunition . sutflcment to make-barrapa "dense" enough. In the -
subsequent war ot movement the artillery, being no laonger con~
centrated, as batteries are moved.up separately,: is 1imited ih its
mevéments by romd space, and also as rdgards the supply of ammunltion. :
This limits the cencentration of. sufficieﬂt artillery to put. dewn’
‘a really efficient rollinz barrage, except on roads in woods, defiled,
etce After the principal posxtlons of resistance of the enemy
have been pasSed a rolliny barrajje is a waste of ammunition as we
found thhe enemy's nests scattered and when we, were unable to out~
flank them special fire was arrarnzed with the artlllery.

"

Therefore, after the 1nmtia1 attack followanv a reoular
varrahe the infantry didn't demand or expect a barra*e for .
further advance in epen warfare, R S :

PRV e e

When the 1ines were established for the nlvht tha artillery
was informed of the pcbltlons “of our outposts and line, a8 nearly -
accurate aspessible,and arrengements made for barrage to respond
to rocket signaise The infantry ékpectod 1t promptly, and ot, as
a rule, = ° Voo ot

Lok

One ‘exception was a barrale demanded at night on Blanc Ment when
raocket after rocket had been fired but ﬁa ‘Pesponse was cdming, due we
afterwards found out to the rockets not rising high enmgh forqthe
artlllery to see. (Grossinﬂ the Meuse 1ncadent) ,

-

‘ Ax' ' /'.““\‘

fo é' B Y U » ‘

In open wmrfare When lines are nat defxnxtelv fixed, shortage of
ammunition, dispersion of artillery, lack of information of exact
positions and difficuliy of informing infantry lines &f H-hour. all':
preclude the putting down cf an effxcxent rollin barrage; '

. "
P
A
i

WV . . . . o



Cee- 12 =

Our experlence has .shown=-~as at Blanc Mont and in the Argonng ~-
that the best way to capture and destroy machine qun nests was to
arrange with the artillery fire. Nests havin; been located by
secouts or the more expensive way of bumping into them, they .weret .
located almost exactly by the infantry Commander and the artillery
liaison officer and exact data sent to the artillery andvon hour set.
Invariably it succeeded. It requires, however, batteries very far
forward and geod cbservatxon posts and efficxent.llazbon. ;

The infantry - expected cIOhe support of the artlllery in. open
warfare, The advance 6f the infantry at times was so rapid that they
sometimes got beyend the safe support of the 75s, but our artillery
never allowed that condition to last, The artillery deserves much
commendation for its. ability to move forward, and closely follow.
the infantry. The 12th Field Artillery--with which Regiment I have
‘so closely worked--never failed to fire proper support and were
always in striking distance when needed, During the Ar conne-Meuss.
battle on Nov 2-3rd three. batteries of the 12th were even advancing
ahead of the supporf troops and went into. action about one kllometer
in rear of the leadiing attacking lines. Such close support the
1nfantry dldn t sxpect, but not 1t nevertheless. and were ﬁrateful.

LIATSON BETWERN ARMS.

. Liaison was one of the wor is developed during this war and so
pounded into us that at first it was rogarded as a mystery, then a
nuisance and eventually a joke- Better experience taught its
‘importance, both as regards information, communication and phya:cal
contact., A commander who has seen his troops far in advance, no
liaison with troops on the flanks, no laa$sén with his artlllery
badly needed perhaps and no liaison with his owm advanced infantry '
themselves will aever forget the worfl nor 1ts importancs.’

I will‘maké'nb discussion here of the liaison methods-axis of L
lakison , telegraph, telephone, wireless, T.P.S., etc =-=--Bczept
es it pertains to the liaison between the artillery and infantry.

~

The afficaency of lzalson lzke ‘almost everythxn? developed
between the artillery and 1nfantry during this war depends on the
confidence that each has in the other. No matter who the particular
liaison officer is if that confiidsnce that each arm should have in the
other arm is lacking good results cannot be expected.

Some advocate more lzazson agentb even down to and 1nclud1ng
Companies, I dan't believe that it should go below the battalion
because if the calls on the artillery were made by company commanders
on limited front the artillery fire might become so dispersed as to be

Jwv
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out of hand and not 1mmad;ate1y available on more important

targets &uddenlv presented, Then, too, a battalion of infantry

in attack covers g0 much front that a caompany commender, not knowinp
the positions of adJacent units might call for a fire on our own -

" men, partlcularly on the flanks, mlstaklnﬂ them’ for the enemys This
could have happened in the Champagne where the 3rd rigade slde sllpped
ovér 1nto our sectors

?

The post of the artlllery commander at the jump-off should be ar
oy near the infantry commander and in the advance as near as may be.
That is if a battalion or regimsnt of artillery is. supporting an
infantry regiment the artillery commander should be with the
regimatal commander of infantry,,In that way he is enabled to get
first hand information as to the needs of the infantry and can
immedlately advise ag to what can and cannot be done by the
artlllery. After the war. of movement Has begun, however, itiis un~
reagsonable to expect .the artillery commander to’ remain at the
infantry headquarters purely “for advisery purpobes. His batteries
have already begun to move forward ané to bedinperaed. Questions
of ldcations of advancing elements, the order in which they should
move, questions of supply ete., contlnually crop up and often:require
his presence and peérsonal attention, Often the infantry “headquarters
will’ move forward long before'the artillery is ready and the move -
and consequent loss of touch might be disastrous. The artlllery
commander -should be foot free, but there should always be a
competent liaison o:flcer peesent at the Brigade -and revamental
headquarters» : o

4 The artillery liason officer whether with Lrlgade, Revlmental

orBattalzon headquarters, should always be informed of thesituation
of the lines at all times, Very often the artillery may be called
upon to perform a mission end then in the stress of .other importeit
happenxngs the nfantry commander ‘may forget fhr the moment the
artzllery and e1+her mich valuable ammunition is expended dr, worse yet,
there is the ever present danger of shootlnp up our own 1nfantry.

LL&lson in stable wergare is a comparatmvely easy prcposxtﬁnn
Telephone llnes are in conduits or protected or duplicated mauy times.,
~Switeh board are in well prepared dugouts and verj seldom is this method
of communicatmon mnterruptel, wireless'sets ane in protected planes and
it is en easy matter to tune them to théin greyer -wave Length; -
‘TePeBs sots are useful because permanent; earrier pifeons accustomed
to their routes; runners soon know the ebtabllsheg, parmanent, always
proteoted ‘routes to fixed P Cs. » .

. | o L o : oo
Opne warfare changes all this, Before the jump off in an attack

we found new. and unknown sectors, suddenly occupied with telephone

systems hardlj recoan1zab1e, wzreless not set up or yet broughﬁ up,lx

o,
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and a pew terraln, 1ntricata tranchea venerally uhattered that made
it a difficult task for the different runners t¢ locate the P CE
Flag and proﬁector in our experxence weres. 11tt1e used on account '
oftm\mahw. ‘ : :

. After the jump off it was even worse because wires had to be
laid under constant firing and consequent destruction of both line-
and lxnemen, runners do ntm.know the ground; both artillery

and idfantry P C's are on the move 80 thax runners do not know

‘ where to flnd theme

To overcons some. of theae diffzcultieb 1t hay’ been suggested .
that artillery liaison parties with infantry should be more- numeroua’
(2 officers and 2 non-coms) more dismounted runners; mounted ]*{
couriérs-and motorcycles should follow as clesely as noss;b1e¢‘“

_Routes shon»d be selected ‘on-which 11aison runners wnuld return
‘wzth messages and watch should be kept on thase routes 1n order to 3
1nform runners’ of changes in P;C'b. ‘ : '

Gonnections made with the axis of liaison by both infantry and
artzllery as mften as possxble. Direct telephons lines to 1nfantry '
P.C's and O;P. as quickly as possmblea ' : :

Wireless should be’ used more and I think in the future 1mprovemente'
will be made so. that it can be. The trans@er of the meSbage into coge’
militated against it because '6f time lost in coding it in the
first plané and also the codes; as a rule, were not to be taken
in the "front line. trenches.“ ‘ :

Iﬁfantry -artlllery 1alsion had for itb sole mi531on the dmlivery
of exact+demands of the 1nfantry commander to the artxllerv commander. -
- These demands must be exact as to locations and coneise as to fire.
and ‘timés- Their exactness depended upon good observation poats that
‘could see the tarvets and lécate them by do=~ordinates, This
‘information muwt be’ gotten $0 the. 1nfantry ¢ommender by telephone or
- by runner. Their conciseness depended upon the efficiency of the
artillery. llalson offlcer who should be so selected that the infantry
commander has every confxdence in His juddment. The message then goes
~to the artillery comméander wha is able to comply in ah 1ntelllgent
nad efficient manner,

In other words the maasure of artlllery support . depends on dlrect
observation {not’ dlrect flre) and -quick- cammunlcailon. The better the
communicatlon to ‘the 0.P the better the results.

Juw
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WHHT’SHOUL) 3E EXPECTED FROM THE MUTUAL ACTION OF THE _TW0 ARMS
- IN THE FUTURE : , :

One result of the war to date has been the removal Ho alarge
deagres of the mutual dlstrust and petty jealousies of.the various .
arms of the service. We have seen offieers of one branch dommanding
elements of another' cavalrymen commanding artillery regiments;
artillerymsn’ commandlnv infantry brigades, and it is to be hoped
* that these 0ld jealousies produced by a general rush Sor glory
and- jobg after the civil war will never agein prevail in our Armys
It has been evident over here that each branch of the service
‘has its mission and that esch is dependent on the others, and the se
_sooner. we realize how much this is so ths better it w111 be for the

serv1ce and for ﬁhe country : '

There ia N mybtery, nother buper~na$ura1 or SUper-human in the
duties or the education of the different branches of the services
There should be an 1nterchanae of officers in the different .
brenches and partlcularly between the infantry and the artillerye.
We of the Marines have been blessed in that respect for a Narmne
Officer could be ordered to sea, to an infantry outfit, to an’
artillery regiment, to a gignal or mining battallon, yet always
remalned a Marlne Offlcnr. Ce : .

Our. anfantry-artillery work during the late campaign constantly
and consistently imporded, ati, as I said beforg,.it was greatly.
due to the confiflence (and admiration) each hadfthe others This:
confidence was due to the fact that we got to know.one. another
4 personally and to takk th:nge cver, discussing pretiy largely.

everythinv that tended to impvove oﬁr*mutual effcrt and to
1ncreabe our, unlted efficiency. :

In the future, all infantry officers should. 7o to artillery
schools for instructions and vice-versa, It is necessary for all
infantry offiders to know the powers and limitations of artillery
and the difficulties of advance and supply of the art:llery 80 that -
“they will not expect the impossible or ask for unnecessary fire. So

that they will know the absolute necessifyt of correct data in

order t¢ get. ‘efficient resultss. In other words,; the 1nfantry of ficer
could place himself in his mind's eye in the place of the
artillery cémmahder and know exactly what 1nfcrmation was wanted
kn drder to dellver the required supnoru- -

~ The artillery officer whould similarly have instfuctions
in infantry work so that he could judge gust what the fallgw on
the front line meant when he requested a counter barrage or hara951ng
or neutralizing fire and wanted it quicks, '

JeV
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In the:future the mutual action of the infantry and. artillery’

- de going to further improve (I speak for the Marine Brigade end of
the combxnatlon)‘ Because of our close comradeship we are interested
in every man of the 2nd Field Artillery Brigade and this interest

is not only personal but extends to our professiong We have &
constant exchange of ideas and criticismy, which being friendly
cannot but help us in co~operation and insure successs

' AGCOMPANYING ARTILLERY

The term "Accompanying Gun" must be understood to mean gun or
pYatoon which are pushed forward in support of an attack of infantry
and at a closer distance than would be possible for such larger and
more conspicuousg artillery units such as batteries, battalions, regiments,
etcs Its value is two-fold, the moral effect on our dwn infantry and in
the destruction of enemy machihe gun nests, troops or other vulnerable
tergets. They should follow the infantry at such a distance as will afford
‘reasonable protection 46 animals and personnel, and that depends upon the
terrain.

o

Accompanvin gohillery was one of the results of open war-~fare after

e series of years of trench warfaré, Its origin, I believe was due to
the insatiable desire of the infantry for artillery support, that they
‘had had for so long a time, I believe the Germans were the originaters
of it bepause they saw the nécessity of the assistance of artillery
.to reduce the machine gun nests they envountered during their great
drive in the spring of 1918. Their advance wes so rapid that they
suon outdistanced their artillery and it required days to bring the
ertillery forward end the necesaary supply of artillery ammunition.

During this time, the Alliss were able to concentrate the;r troops
- and stabilize thé line. e nad exactly the same experience and tried
the same experdisnce. . . '

There is' né doubt’ that the accenpnnylnv artlllery, in buff101ent
numbers where possible is a good thing but there are so many "buts" to their
use that to say accompanying artillery is always necessary or feasible
is a decidedly difficult question. We have to consider the ! Nature
of terrain", "Composltlon and strength of enemy troops', "Magnltude
and nature. of ‘attack launched by our own troopé" and many other
ofid cut and dried bremides thut really are importanta. In the first
place 75s hordge drown guns ffund’hardly feasible except on rare
occasions, Thyy could net follow the infantry lines quickly encugh
~ as they necessarily had to go by reads that are alwgys under enemy
- fire and s a consequence lost heavily both in anlmals and in personnel.
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. render this aSsistanve"
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Following as they had to, the road they often lost touch with the
particular units to whom they were attached. The incident in the

- Argonne~Meuse on November 2nd and 3rd is a good example of the

accompanying artillerys, Although they were not detailed for this
purpose they were so far fidvward they could fulfill their mission

as such. Another. ob;ectlon to the detbiling of the regular

L artillery 88, accompauyxng gunb 48 the dispersion of the artlllery
wwhich to my, mind is a very. se&ious objection as the artillery

should be at. all times ready to deliver @ concentrated fire on dane
gerious poznts. The terrain has 8 ‘great bearing on the use of accompany -
inc quns’ especially if 1t ‘is’ en-open country -and void of’ proper coyera
“There the losses due to goo& oBservatidn of ‘the ‘enemy. makes it a
question .whether the good acconplishéd was worth.the. sacrxfice;

In the Argonne-Meuse with itu hills and woods accompanylng artlllery,
where roads permitted its advance, was well worth their use. If
accompanying artillery is to be used heretofore, however, I

believe heavy lusges, should be expécted and if plenty of artillery

- 1s availsable to replace 1ossea, it may be advisable to detail

gung for that purpose. ‘then accompanying guns are uaed perfect
liaison is abso: gtelv assentlal for 4its success. The artlllery
“officer of. the accompanylno gurd“must accompany the front line
battelion commander or be in close touch with him, nnd the mnfantry
cémmander must have sufficient krowledge :of artillery to know what
~Re -can: expect of them. Proper trained details can maxntaln telephone

'f communleatxon between thefront line and artillery: and the ‘guns can

‘be uged, to zood advantaze on strnng points . und muchine . .gun nests, Of

course--as.the artxllery at- present is uséd cannot keep. up~mith the

- barrage but can move up after the attack has been succebsaul and can

~be used in exploxtin~ the line in front ‘where. strong enemj resistance
" has been encountered. The posztlon of the .front. llne is so 1ndefin1te
that ag & rule it is not pOSblble for the arﬁzllery in the rear to

B

Ind;rect fire w111 be the rule and dxrect flre the rare excaptlon.
In other words. we, come back to the opiginal. asbertzon of dlrect

" pbservation and good communlcation. The personnel -of eack

sccompanying gun and platoon detaéhment . should include two well

trained officers, One as I said beforeshould accompany. the commander

af the infantry and the other should remain with the gun and if possible
" each should try to have an observation post, where the enemy's lines
‘could be seen. It has been sugrested ani I believe it should be

tried, thd bréast reels and 1isht field wires should be run in

.. both dzrections, thereby havxh a-double line of cOmmunxcation by
telephone whxch should be aﬁgmented by a double get of runnered

. Ve

1 believa that the ‘accompanying fmas has ¢ome to stay, but I also
belleve ‘that, the divisional artzllery should noé be utziized for that
Purpoﬁen : o . ;
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A large use of divxslonal artlllery for accompanylng qun purposee

tends to disperse them and they thereby lose their effictency

as such. To my mind the ideal accompanying gun.duiing the. recent

varpaign would have been a mountain battery, Very mobile as they

ere they do not depend Upom roads and they could have been a. :

moved across fields; by trails, through woods, over hills, in .
fact anywhere the infantry could -and. in. some .of our attacks I am

" ‘sure could have kept up with the infantry. It may have been re-

narked that this:would simply incresse the already enqrmous

" number in the Div;sxon. ; . » .

Ag the result of trench warfars, the trench mootar was developed
and came to stay. When the - war of movement beban attempts were made
to utilize the trench mortar very. much in the same: manper: as.. ..
accompanying artlllery. The dlfflculty of its use was the supply
of ammgmition. No arrangements’ had been made for this except. that
carried by hindy thersfore it became restricted $¢. a. small
supply. Towards the latter part ‘of the campaign small handndruWn ;
carts similar t0 machine zun carts were used, but there the same
difficulty of keeping up with the 1nfantry was encountereds It has
. been proposed to combine the two. Why not have the mile. batterzes
trained for trench mortars %n trench warfare and for mountain guna
in open warfare. I buﬂfest/% 4% argument and perhaps somethlng
can be evolved along these lines. The tank development of this
war and at first they were armed with machine guns, later with one~
ponnders und afterwards increased to, I believe, 75's. At first
the tanks were looked upon as scants and by many thought o failures
As the war progressed, however, thelr value was reunlized and they
were used and used effectively in ever increused numbers, and I

© believe that the accompanying gun proposition will be solved by the

development of a tank armed with at least caliber 15 and -machine
2unsy We have seen them advance across all kinds of terrain, the
.. only thing.boldinv,them up being 1arge streams and wcods, .

Whatever the solutxon, accompanylng funs must be under the R
command of the infantry commander, but he must be s¢ btrained as to.
. have absolute confidence in'the artilléry .commander as. to trust. his

judgment in the ultimate use of the a.ccompanylnc funs. once. his :
orders ‘have been issued. . : e

cqun~ a8 this 1ecture ddes a8 the end of the course, you must
be pretty well £ilYed “up with latitudes such as I know I have spoken
today but for the moment you must all become Marines, as:is unlversally
“known, we have always suffered by having everthing told to us and I
‘hope that you. ﬁgVe not . unduly suffered by having this Marine tell it
to you, -

Jw
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A’I"T'ACK ON BLANC MONT BY 2ND. AMERICAN DIVISION.
QCTOBER 3 -~ 7, 1918.

In the vom.'olned grand offen51ve of the French in the
Chempagne and the dmerican in the Meuse’ Arvonne which atarted
September 26th, fhe French had reached the line to the north
of Somme Py and hagd: %aken tha Essen Trenchs

N All further advunce hud been held bp by the enemy Works
pn Blanc Mont and az hedl&h rarm.,

The 2nd DiV191on, 1n army reserve near Chalons, moveé to
Souain-Supppes area on Sept 28th, 4th Brigade being disposed
north of Sulppes 8o as to reach the front 11ne near Sonmm Py 1n
a szngle nlght march, '

‘On Oct 1st the Division relieved the 61lst French Division
and part of the 21st French Division on the left of the 6lst D.J. the
4th Brloaderrellevlnp the. troops in the front lines

The orlvlnal intention was to attack on the morning of
Oct 2d, the 4th legade in front and the 3d Brigade in support, but
this order was revokede. The Corps Comdr decided that a frontal
 sttack was 1mp0351ble, ‘ospecially on the front of the 5th Regiment
thnbgh the BOis de.la Vipere and a conveyzng etthek was planned
by the. C 0 2d Division. The 38 Br1gade was moved the' eVanxng ;
- of Oct 2d to the position assigned (See map) . '

The 2nd Division was the left {west) division of three
dzvisxons in the frontline of the 2lst Army Corps (French) and the
General 1ine Blanc Mont -Mediah Farm (both inclusive) was the

,ob;ective’ It was afterwards to be conbolzdaxed and outpost elements
-pushed down the slope to the NaW,

The formation for the attack was each brigade in column of
.regimewt s with the leading r¥gimapds formed in three lines of one
battalion each. The rear regiments followed in reserye 1n such
_formatlon prescrzbs& by the brivade commanders. ,

The advance of #gach brigade was made w1thout referenca
to the troops on its right or 1eft. ‘ :

L The 2nd FA Brigade (US) Reinforced by the artxllery
of the 6lst Dlvzsion (Erbnch) supported the attack.

‘ Both brzvadeb malntained combat llalson on the right and
1heft ‘flanks of the division wzth the adjoining divisions (French)
Thet of the Sth Brigade was a battalion with one machxne gun company
with orders to protect the tlank oﬁ*the lelSlOnt _

» JWV o
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" Thé Boche trench system hadnot been entirely cleared up.
Besides sections of the "Pacha', "Elba' and “"Essen " trenches
in ou? ‘own lines, there remalned the "Hook'" of the "Essen" trench
" about 300 yards from our left flank. This "Hook" was a very
sirong machine gun nest with an extensive all around fire which
~up to this time “had successfully resisted all efforts of the
French to tgke ity The line on ths left of our sector was
therefore refired about one kilometer. Special artillery fire
had to be provided to neutralize the "Hook" during the
attacks The rear battalion of this 5thiRegiment was ebpeclaiiy _
changed with cooperation with the French to reduce Easan Hook.

H hour was set for 5.50 a.m. October 3d« The 1nfantry
attack way preceded by 5 minutes artillery preparation, and was
supported by a rolling barrahe, rate of advance 100 meters in 4
minutess Two companies of light tanks were. asszyned to each Brigade.

Promptly at H hour the division attacked, The prlncipal
tresistance encounteresd was from machine.gun fdst end this fire
came from the front, the Grand Boiy du Carrefour on the right
flank, the left flank principadly ‘from the Essen Hook and Blanc
Mont, and on both brlgane from the mzddrerground between the two
,brzgades. ’ : 4 .

The rivht flank of each battalion of the 3d Brigade
and the left flank of tHees of ths 4th Brigade were auccessively
.. vetarded by heavy f;re and it caused sach line to side slip to the
. left or r:wht. .

Oreat machmne oun resxstance was. gncountered in the Bois des
Piris and in the Grande Bois de Sorume Py, Several thousand prisoners
were captured. They stated that their. losses had beén heavy due {0
our riflevand artillery fires Ouriown infantry testified to the ex~
cellence of the rollzna barrage~and ageuracy of speclal fxre.

. The divxslan eb;eotive waa taken by both brivades at 830
asti, and the work of conaolxdat;on began.
, Althoush the French made every effort and the marzne one~
pounders did excellent work, the Bssen Hook was not under control until
- 3:00 pemy and meny mcré hours elapsed before it was GOmpletely
cleanad upe o

Dur:nv the afternoan ordera ‘ware recelved‘%o contxnue the
advance 8 the NW and establish a position of resistance on the general
- 1ine! Road fork about } km, SW of Scay Farm ~Point on Mont Blanc
St Ftienne road, aboutul} km south of St Etiennes An outpost line was
to be pushed forward to a dxstance of .about 1 km and St Etxenna
reconnoztered¢

The 23d Infantry and 6th.Mar1nes passed thru the 9th
Infantry and bth Marines respectively, and immediately met with
strong machine gun resistance bath front flanks. They pushed forwerd
about 14 kilometers and held on although subjected to heavy artillery
and machine gun fire and two enemy counter mttacks during the night,

N o
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- Fhe divisions on the right and left had no come up and both
the 23rd and 5th Were in very exposed positions and liaison was
extremely difficult; but the two brigades finally connected upe

At 6:00 a.my Oct %th orders were issued for a further
‘advance in the direction of Machault~Caurcy where a positicn of
resistance was to be established and held, This attack, however,
was not carried outs The divisions on the right and left
had not come up and the enemy resistance on both flanks céuld not
he disregarded,

: The nest (or nests) causing the most damage was close up the
west of Mont Blanc. Special preparation wasg made by*tae artlllery
harassing fire beinz laid down during the nicht and at 6:15
October Sth after an hours preparation, the 24 Battalion; 6th
Reg attacked and captured it without loss. 4 officers and 209
men were taken prisoners and cne 125 licht and heavy machine -guns
teken. This cperation reduced to a great extent the fire to which
the advance regiment was subjected and sreased the flank of the
division on the left,

On October 5th the divisions on the flanks were ordered
to advance to the line of the 2nd Division. The 2nd Division
was ordered to continue if the direction of Machault Courcye.



OPERATIONS OF THE 2nd UNITED STATES DIVISION
TITH THE LV FRENCH ARMY IN CHAUPAGRE,

- ot there:- The 2nd United States and the 36th United
Stated divisiens were assigned to the French for use by them in their
attack in Champagne, which started September 26th. They were sent by

~ Marshal Fach‘,v to add strength to this attack and for purposes of moralee

~ Previous fighting in sectori= On September 26th the IV French Army

had attacked in conjunction with the attack of the 1lst United States
Armpi Both attacks had progressed about the séme rate. At the time the
2nd Division went ipteé action the French lines were in front ef the last
organized German position; south of the Aisne River, The French had been
‘steadily making small gains. e I _

- Sector of Advanceiw The sector assigned to the 2nd Division was am
1mpor'§ant as any on the front, If the 2nd Division made & deep pense .
tration and held, it would cause & large retirement of the German forces

" to the west. This sector is shown oh Map No 1. The sector was fairly woocded.

”Prg_gpess of the attack:- The'an Divisibn attacked on the morning of
October 3rd., as part of the 21st French Corps. The 1lth Corps also took
part in the attack. ;

The 2nd Division advanced for an average distance of 4% kilometers.
' The Division on its left failed to advance . The French division on ite
~right advanced about two kilometers. ’ ' ‘

" The 2nd Pivision held to the ground it gained, The French division
on its ‘Left sent sroops in behind the 2nd Division and succeeded in dd-
vancing its lines. - - . . SRR e ; ;

Map No 3 indicates the effect of this advance upon the operations
in Champagne. ' . . . i i

© FROM FRENCH IVTH ARMY BULLETIN, NOVEMSER 9,198
~ Brief Review of the Offensive of the IV Army in Champagne.

¥From October 1 to 12 the fighthng went on without a pause, but
with twe distinct phases: - - .
(8) From the 1st to the 3d, we were assaulting in the last organized

position ef theenemy. The day of the 3rd, which stands out preeminently -
assured the breaking of that position, :

. (p) From the 4th to the 12th we were still carrying on heavy
fighting, but after the 10th the enemy, defeated, retreated by echelons
under the protection of rear-guards and withdrew beyond the Aisnes

1f September 25, which saw the collapse of the olg Champagne
front, marked by the celebrated names of Navarin, Buttes de Souain,
Tghure, Le liesnil, Mont lacherin and Mont Tetu, was th? fi;'at great day
of the battle, October 3 was only second to it in the :.zf;p,arta.nt of *fshe
results achieved, It was distinguished by & sherp Surprise attack with
tenks, carried out ‘by the 11th and 21sy Corps, reinforced by the 2nd
American Pbvision, vhich aimed at breaking the hostile front gnd ex~
ploiting the success. , L

, The attack was launched at 5:50 Ay, after a violent artillery
preparation lasting not more than five minutes. :

The 11th Corps found itself at the very beginning stopgedztgiore
the formidable slopes of Le Fourmilier. On the other hand},\ 'txﬁcan
Corps progressed rapidly; with magnificient dash the Zn? m:s;Medeah
Division and the 167th teok the crest of‘B.;anc Mont as a,rth sdos ;f
The French Divisions on their right .ca::rzec.l the attack :otheed:
Orfeuil, which was the scene of hard fighting throughou day,

JWw



The 1lth Corps gave up the idea of thaking the formidable 4
position of Le fourmilier by frontal attack and resorted to & manetvery
it slipped its advanced elements into the wake »f" the: 2nd American
Division .80 as to flank Le Fourhilier, and %ake it by an’ action from *

~ east to west. Thig movement, however, took times At the-end of the day,
the eastern.part of the crest at Notre-Dame-dés-Chemps remained in our”
hands, o S

TRy "'-'.,i o A e et e oy "

o

; _ The maneuver 80 well begun on September 25 by the IVih Army B
« of whichthe action oy Octover 3rd marked the full development commenced
_ to bear its fruits on Octobér 4ths The pressure of our troops,. andy i
" espeeially thg rapid progrees of.the 21st Corps towards the Arnes,:had
put:-the enemy in a diffitult situation. He decided 16 retreat befors. our
left, ‘abandoning the whole of the Fourmilier ridge on the night of
October 3=44 and permitting the successive captureof the woed of Saint

~ Souplet and Grand and Fetit Bellois by the 1lthiend 14th Corps,

Tn Vo " " " ™ w o e
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~On the 5th, the ene'my centinued his retreat befere our left}
- he evacuated in a single movement. the whole region of the Monts de
_-Moronyilliers,’ a mame rendersd famous by our fispce offensive of April
1917, Mont-sans-Nom, Le Teten;'Le Gasque, Mont Haut, Mont Bland, the
Cornillet, Following up the retréat, the 4th Corps advanced, crossed the
“mountaing, drove in some rear-guards, took’ Nauroy.ag;d-l%ronvillier‘e, and
finally rested on the line BEINE-BETHENIVILLE, [

JWV |
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E RESUME of the OPER AmIGNS of the %ECOND AMERICAN DIVISION

In CHAMP N" from OCTOB”R 2 to OCTGBER 9, 1918

\

’ The offlvslve undertakenvby the 4ta Army, between’ the AISNE
‘and the SUIPPE, during the latter part of September, 1915, purbuant
] to the orders of the Marshal Commander—ln—chzef had, as ltb aim, first,
the capture of the Iormidable posivions of the Germans ori the Champagne
" front, and then the advance through the unfortifzed terra&n 1n g northerly
d;rection. S A : : ,

The fira* part of tnls task was almost entlrely aecomplibhed
‘between September 26 and October.l. Upon the 2nd of October, the left .
of the. Army reached the Biream "PY" to the north of which the enemy
5till held the heights of NOTRELDAMP ~des-CHAMPS; farther wast; the center
had prcgressea more rapidly, and had pushed up to the outskarts of ORFEULL
and MONTHOIS, and the- right, hed formed a. Junc+1on thh the Amerlcan
Army in the ARPONNm, near BINARVILLE. ’ ‘

The laﬁt ordéﬁxzed positions which remained to be carried were ex-
~ceptionally. strOﬂga In. particular, the MASSIF de NOTRE*DAME»des-CHAMPS had
) already. replused eavéral attackl,~that MASSIS de NOTRE*DAME—dSS?CHAMPS
with its preclpltous slopes,'SWEpt and laid bare by machine guns.

e Commanding General of the 4th Army, in order to earry the last
German line in front. of his center , between ORFEUIL and B&AN&'MONE&' ‘and

" thus to permit the pasitions of the MASSIF de’ NOTRE-DAME «des=CHAMPS to

be flanked from the east, issued orders for a general attack to bs executed
~_on October 3.‘

Tanks were plaoed a$ tha dzsposltlon of the llth and let Corps
1n orda5 to assure the success of thls operatlcn whzch should have
dec1s;va results. : : : .

o Moreover to faoalitate the tabx of the 21bt Army Corps, whose
regiments ‘had fouvht since the beginning of the operation, it was reinforced

by the 2nd American Divisdan. This Divdsion, detraining to the south of

" CHALONS upon the 27th of September, and assembling first in the zone of
MAIRY-sur-MARNE, had been drawn nearer the front on the 30th and billeted
‘in the SOUAIS-SUIPPES region. In view of the nrogected attack, it entered
the sector durznm the night of October lst and: an to the left of the .
21st Ariay Corps.

The mission sssigned . to.the Army. Corps was to attack ‘in the
general dlrectzon ORF FUKL- ERME MEDEAH ~BLANC-MONT, with the 43rd’ DlVlSlon
the 167th Infantry Division, and the 2nd U .S, Divzb1cn‘ This latter -
lelblon was in liaison to the west with the 1lth Ccrns/



'The two brigades were side by sidse, the Sth Brigade of Marznea
on the left, and the 3rd Brigade of Infantry on the right. Fach of
these t%o br:.gades ‘had at its disposition a battalion of light tanks, N
The first objective to ebtain was the powerfully organized German p .
positions on the vrest of BLANC MONT <MEDEAH; and, aft erwards, the division
was to advance as rapidly as posaible in the directaon ‘of ST. ETIENNE%*
ARNES - FERME SCAY. : .

Afﬁer a short but sxtremely v1olent artmllery preparat:.on, the
attack started at 5:50 hours upon the 3rd of October, Despite a congsiderable
number of machine guns and a hea¥y artillery fire, the two brigades, with an
admirable dash, attained the assigned objective, BLANG MONT ~MEDEAH. In the
. course of its advanca the Sth Regiment of Marines sent a detachment to the
11th Army Corps to help it clean out the German trenches. During this time,
the division was subjected to 2 violent: artlllery f:.re, as well as ‘a maehine
gun tire upon its left flank.

At 16 hours the attack atarted anew. In the wooda, filled with
machine guns, the advance continued and, at 18:30 hours, the'forward
elements of the 2nd American Division reached the line marked by the
FERME SCAY and the crossroads at a pomt one kzlometer south’ of ST.
ETIENNE-&ARNES. o - .

The advance. realized by the an U.S‘Divisian durmg the course of the
day wag remarkable, and reached & déppth of about & kilemeters., Nuderous

prisoners, cannon, vmamhine gsms, and material af all kinds, fell into its
hands. ; , : : T

- The rapizd a.dirance of the 213t Army Corps, emd, in partzcular that
of the 2nd U.S .Dwisxon, durmg October 3rd brouﬁht abcut the most favor~
able results, . . :

fl‘he snemy, placed by this rapid advance of the genter ‘od the 4th
Army in & cery difficult position upon the MONTS, as-well as in the Valley
“of the SUIPFES, decided to evacuate the MORTs and to retreat upon the :
~ ARNES and the SUIPPE' ’

"~ The execut;on of this movement was begun during the night of

the 3rd and 4th, But to cover their retreat on the west of the SUIPFE, the
Germene, during the day of the 4th, re-acted violently and resisted dese
perately the units of the 2lst Army Corpa, which sought to continue their
advance of the preceeding days. The attack of the 2and U.S. Division , which
was delivered at 14:36 hours upon the 4th of October wag reeeived with a
violent artillery and. mazhina :

PR
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‘I‘he Sth, 6th and 'Ith of October were utinzed for orgamzmg ‘the
ground conquered during the precesding days, and for carrying out minor
operat ions of detail upon the d.wwion front.

Upon the Bth ¢f October, & new attack took’ place upén the whole
Army Front* the 21st Corpe, strengthened byn tanks, was directed to advance
in the d;rection of MACHAULT, The attack started at 5'15 hours. The 2nd Divi-
sioen occupied ST. ETIENNE-&-ABNES‘

Begmning the §th of Octaber , the 2nd U.5, Division was relgpved
by the 36th American Divisi n, and moved to the resion of SUIPFES for re-
organization, It was then sent inte the zone of VADENAY»la-CHEFFE, where
it remained until the 22nd of October, upon which date it marched 'tu rejoin
the Americen Army.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOED DIVISION ( REGULAR)
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES
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The 2nd Division relieves the 6lst French Division in its
position in the front line near SOMMERPY. :

Thé_gélief begins at once andwwill be completed by 2:00 Am 2

-October 1918, in accordance with March and Relief Table "A",

hereto dttached,

Details of rélief will be arranged by the Commanders of units
concerned. Command passes when relief of infantry subesecter
is complete, ~ ‘

The Division Engineer and Divisien Signal Cfficer will eonfer
with correspondinge officers of the 6lst French Division and
arrange for the work of their Departments, for taking over
documents, stores, ete., reporting actien taken to these
HEADQUARTERS« ‘

The artillery of the relieved division (61st French) will remain

in place and continue to cover the front. It passes under the
command of the Commanding General, 2nd Division, when the
command of the sector passes to him, Orders for the movements

;t‘ the 2nd French Mortar battery and M.0,R.S. will be given
ater, . :

All units of the 2nd Division, entering into the sector of the
61st French Division, come under the command 6f the Commanding

General of the 6lst Frenmch Division until the command of the
sector passes to the Commanding General, 2nd Division.

Reconnaissance parties will be sent at once to the new ssctors
Arrahgements will be made to secure guides from the 6let Freneh
Division to lead elements of the 2nd Division into position.
PLAN OF INTELLIGENCE: Daily Intelligence reports will be made
from 12 H. t0 12 H, and are to be in the hands of the Divisional

~ Intelligence Officer at the Division P.C, by 4:00 o%clock PM,

The Division Surgeon will confer with the Medical Director of
of the 64th French Division and organize the medical seriise in
the sector, reporting dispositions and movements of sanitary
trains to these headquarters.

 Administrative details by Gel, in sepabate memorandum,/

The Division Commander, 2nd Division, will,assume command of the
new sector at 8:00 A.M. 2 October, 1918, ST
Division P.C, moves to WAGRAM (dugout), on the SOUAIN=SOMUE PY
road, one kilometer morth of SQUAIN at 8:00 AM., Octeber 2nd,
at which time it closes at its present }ccation.

By command of Major General LEJEUNE;

J. C. RHEA,
Colonel, General Staff,
Chief of Staff,

N Pt P
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HEADQUARTERSSECOND DIVISION -
AERICAN EXPEDITIONARU FORCES,

FRANCE September thh 1918,

Midnight,

OCRDERS
No,‘25{
1. The &ivision moves to another areas
2. The reserve ration will not be used except in emergencys.

3. Organlzation commanders of the NINTH INFANTRY, TWENTY THIRD INFANTRY‘.
BIFTH MARINES, SIXTH MARINES and SECOND ENGINEERS Will have dinner and sup=
per for their organizations for the twenty ninth (29th) cooked in the rolling
kitchens before the kitchens move, These meals will be kept in containers,
Trucks will be provided for %ransportation of empty contbainers to the new
arci,

. 4, Field Trains of all organizations marching on Septenber twenty ninth
(29th) beforé Five (5) P.M, will draw on that date one (1) day's rations
- and forage for the full strength of their organizations at the railhead,

LEPINE, enroute through COURTISOLS o
5. 'On arrival of field trains at destlnatlon, SYPPLY OFFICERS will ime -
mediately get in contact with their organizations and will teke the neccs=
sary steps to supply cocked meals to their organizations in the new area -
with the least possible delay, Connections should be established and broake
fast served. to organmzatjons on the morning of the thxrtleth (30th).

6. Orgenizitiohs-of the SECOND FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE will drew rations
- on September Twwpmtynninth (29th) at the railhead, LEPINE. ,

7, Information as 1o distributing points for ratzons and forage "in’ the
new area for September Thirtieth (BOth) will be conmunicated in subsequent
memorandum, o - \

By command of Major General LEJEBNE;
"HUGH MATHEWS,

- Lieut, Col,, General S‘hatf A. E. F.,
. A. C. Of &.’ G"‘lC



HEADQUARTERS SEGOKD DIVISION (REGULAR)
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES.

N France, 28 September 1918, .
Field Orders
No, 33,

MAPS: France 1/80,000 » sheets 34-35-50-51,
Carte de France et des Frontieres 1/200,000 sheet 17,

1. The Division meves 4o the Séﬁ&iﬁ%SUIPPES ares September 28th, 29th and
30ths The Division remzins in reserve of the group of armies of the center,

- 2. Movement will be by marching and by busses, according to movement
table hereto appended marked "a2. v .

The embussing points will be designated later.
' (v) The responsibility for detailed arrangements with respect to march
to embussing points and to embussing thereat, rests with the Commanding Gen=
erals of the 3d and 4th Brigades and of the 2d Engineers, each for the troops
of his command. , :

{c) Orders for debussing will be issued later.

3. (a) Embussing will takeplace on the night of Sentember 29th - 30%h.

4. (a) Field and combat trains will be alloed to march during daylight
hours but must be divided into groups of not to exceed 15 vehicles, separe
ated by a distance of at least 300 yards. Machine gun units similarly divided
intogroups may march during daylight hours as far north as COURTISOLS. They
will proceed by roads which take them through COURTISOLS and SOMME SUIFPE.

At SOMME SUIPPE they will be given instructions by the regulating officer
with respect to their merch thence to destination. ‘
- ?b The use &f the CHALONS-SUIPPES road and the CHALONS bridge i1s pro-

hibited for the movemsnt. .
(¢) Further administrative instructions will be issed by 4, C. of 8. Geds

5. Division Headouarters will close at its present location at 10:00 AM
September 30th, 1918 and will open at SUIPPE at the same hour and date.

By command of Major General LEJEUNE:

Ji Co R}EAQ
Colonel, General Staff
Chief of Staff.



MOVEMENT TABLE {a)

TO ACCOMPANY FIELD ORDER #33 SECOND DIVISION.

(1}

sdetachmenta H

No.: Date & Hour : Orpanization : From : Ta : ____Route : Bus or March : Remarks
s :2d F.A.Brig. : ' : : - H .
1 ¢ Sept.29%h :T.M.Bty. : Billets s COURTISOL . :As convient March z
3 1:00 A.ila tM.0. ReS. Horse : 3 ' : : :
3 : :Bne 2nd Am.Tne. H : H H 2
: T o : . H H : ' : Leave COURTISOL at 8:00 PM
2 : Septe 29th  :5th M.G. Bn. : hid : " : " : March +5ept.20th, march to SOMME
3 7:00 AM 2 H : : : :RXXER SUIPPE via TILLOY and
3 I 9 : : : :ST. REMY»
" 3 Septe 29th ¢ ; H : :
3 :7:00 AM ° :6th M.G.Bn. : Same as No. 8
- 3 Sept. 29th M. G.Cos. 5%h and : . -
4 : 7:00 AN, :6th Mars s Same as No. 2.
3 _ : 19th & 23rd Inf. :
2t Sept. 29th :Field Train : : , - sTILIOY et BELLAY: Maréh :
53 1lto0 AM ~ :5th Mannes : Billets : Destination :St.Remy Somme- s
2 . H H : 2 ' :Suippess : 2
: Septe 29th  :5th Marines 3 " E sCourtisol north ;  Merch :
6 : 8:00 PM tless Field Tns. H tvia Bussy : ' :
i : : : H sSuippes. : N
¢ Sept. 29th  24th Brig. less @ " : " ¢As ordered. z Bus :
7 s 7:30 PM :5th Marines, M.G. : t H : .
2 - :units and Field Tn: . . . .
. & Sept.29th :3d Brig. Less = : ' *
8 : 7:30 PN :Field “’n.,MG Units: Same as No. 7.
2 septo 29th .Gooﬁ‘MOPa less H -
3 : 7330 PuM strains and mounted: Same as No. 7. :Mounted detachment to pro.

:ceed to Somme-Suippea during
:day pf Sept. 29th.w




VPVEMENT TABLE {a) TO ACCOMPANY FIELD ORDER #33 SECOND DIVISION. Sheet #2.

R e

No, * DiTE & HOUR :  Organization : From 3 To : Route :Bus or Marchs Remarks
* _: of ddperture: : . : : - : 3 ' :
. &t Sept. 29th :Trains of M.P. '+ Billets : Destination ¢ MARSON~COURTISOL . I3 s
10 : 9:30 AM s H : H *TILLOY=ST LRAEMY =S OMVE s march :
: - : : : 2 SUIPPES. : H
s Sept. 2%th :2d Engineers : : : s
311 3 7330 PM cless Tield Tne : Same as No. 7 - S : Bus s
- :8ett+ 29th  :2nd Engr Train s 2 v :Route as convenient to : 3
12 :9:00 AN sand 2nd Engr Field: Billets ¢ Destination  :COURTISOL henece TILLOY-ST. : March s
: . , :Train (Hogemw) = 2 _ :REMY-SOMME SUIPPE, 2 B
. :Sert. 29th  :2nd Engr Train and: s tPOGNY~ST. JEAl=sur«fOIVRE~ 3 H
13 :7:00 PM :2nd Engr Field : Billets : D estination  :MARSON-COURTISOL=TILLOU- s Mereh H
P sTrain (Motor) : : :ST.REMY~SOMIE SUIPPE. : - :
tSert« 29th t1st F.S. Bns less ¢ : H Bus :
14 :7:20 PM :Trains 2 Same as No., 7 Te N
~ 1Serte 29th  :Trains FS Bn. : Same as No. 10. : March =z
15 :1:00 Pall. : : - A s :
: - sHospitals and : Billets : Destination : As convenient HEEE S tAs arranged by
2 3 : : b4 :__Surgeons

16

Ambulances.



MOVEMENT TABLE (a)} TO ACCOMPANY FIELD €RDER No. 33 SECOND DIVISION

Sheet #3.

No. ° Date & Hqur': Organization : From : To 2 Route ¢ Bus or March 'Bamerks-
‘ :0f Depariures.: - ’ : s H - . 3 I : :
17 :Sept. 29th : 4th MG Bn : Billets :Destination :4s convenient to : March 2
. 23700 PM_ : — : .t :SOMME SUIPPES : :
18 :Sept. 29th  :2nd Am. Train ¢ Same as No. 17
27:C0 PN :{Motor Bn.} .
19 :8ept. 29th  :Hgrs Tr Mounted : Same as No. 10.
_...21:00 PM :Detached and Tnae: , .
80 :5epte 29th  :Hgs 2nd Div & H 2 s : :
: :Hqe Troop (dis~ : Billets :Destination : As ordered H Bus s

smounted mens)
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FIELD ORpER

The French 4th Army attacks.;

HEADQﬁARTERS bvcomD ravbeON; RWGULAR)
. AMERICAN EYPJDITIONARY FORCIS.  ["“,‘?

=  1 France, 2 Qctober lolﬂ 23 hours.

sy

No.,_Mh¢f,5  "; 1
TAHUR -1/20 ooo ;
LThe enemy has been driven from the TRENCH D'ESSEN which

~on our front has been occupied by our troops, .

The French on our right have advenced to the general

~lineg: Point 06.14; Hook of 'NATI ONALE ROUTE, about 2-1/2

‘kilometers north of SOMMRE-PY ;. BOY. de la PIHNR.v

- (a) The°2d DlVi81on, ag the.left (west) divxsion of the
”*i“gﬁige visions in the front Yine of the 2lst Army
e 8

(French) attacks the general line. MEDEAH  FME
(exclusive); BLANC MONT (tnclusive);.takes and con-

~. solidates that line, and pushes its. puxpost elements
1y, down. the slope to- thenorthwest.% W

“The . 170th pivision (French) attacks on’ our right;

‘iifthe Elst vaision (Frenchh/ both a}tthe same; tlme.

Right {eaqﬁ) leits‘ Llne, Pomnt 03 10 % [EDEAH FARM
" {exckusive).

. J“:; Left (west) Limlt L. Lmne"BOY deVROMBERG BLANC MONT

{inclusive)

r.\;%g?m ade Limits: . '%frifn.
“;,.1ght  East Er1gaae, ' o v”lx“ I

e

o ~'Right (east) Limlt' The rlght llmit cf the vaision.

 ,Left (West) 11m1t General Line' ALTONA, neary Point
.93, 97. Crossroada at P01nt 73.11,
‘Left (West) Bnipade. |

nght (west) Lxmit The. left (West) limlt of the
: DlVlsion.;,,

,{PiuALLELs ow DEPARTUﬁE‘

':{Righﬁ (east) Brxﬂade.P?esanﬁ front}on the general
: line; 03,10% ALTONA.

Left (west) Brigade'TRENGH d*ESSEN, within the

« 1imits' of that Brigade,

E AL DERECTION Ou ADVANGT Above NORTHWEST.

AW;OBJECTIVE. . -f“jf Road' from MEDEAH . FME, {exclusive)
‘ : through point 73. ll to BLANC
MONT (Bnclusive) e

(RS R

“(c) The Divisicn makes a convergxng attack' its infantry
brigades, with attached treoops, converging on the
Division Objective, cach brigade within the limits
assigned it. Th each brigade, the formation for attack
will be in column of regiments, with the leading regiment

. formed in three (3) lines of one {1) battalion each; The
‘rear regiment follawmng as reserve, in such formation

as may be prescribed by the Brigade COmmander,

UNCLASSEFEED



3.

-2- ‘

{

Al troopa wxll be in position on MDp* day at Wy
hour, at which time the attack will begin from the

~Parallels of Departure.

The advance in each brxgade will be made without
reference to the troops on its right and left,
Upon reaching the Division Objective, that Ere—

. be organized as our maigiline of resistance and must be

held. .Patrols will be pushed forward of the line of
registance tb a distance opproximating one {1)
Xlometer, and will establish an outpost line. The
Brigades will be at once reorganized and made ready for

a further advanee upon orders from the Divisxon COmmander
tO dO 300 : -

(a) Thé 24 #.A. Brlgade (u s) and the artillery of the
1st Division (French), Brigadier General Bowley,
Gommandlng, will, from positions in the area of the
24 Dpivision, support the attack.

The artillery action wxll be as fdllows' A pre-

' paration beginning at "HY minus five {5) minutes, will

terminate at "H%-hour, at whlch time a creeping barrage
will start in ffont of each Parallel of Peparture, and

- move at the rate of one hundred. (100) meters in four

(4) minutes to a genera} 1ine 300 meters beyand the
Division Objective, where it Will. remain for ‘thirty
(30) minutes ‘after the arrival en'that objective of

the left {west) brigade, or, until “H" plug Two (2)

hours, thirty-eight 338} minutes, At "H® plus Two (2)
hours, thirty-eight (38 minutes, the barrage will
start forward again and moving at, the rate of one
hundred (100) meters in four %4) minutés to a line

1,300 meters beyond the Division Objective,’ “will stop
and  remain on that line until the infantry has establzshe'
~ed its forward’ patrols.~' BETTERE

During the. progress of the znfantrv from thé -
Parallels of Departure to the Division Objective, the

‘artillery will take as special targets: MEDEAH FME;

enemy strong point in the vieinity of SOHWAKEN-KONLG :

PYLONE; strong point in vieinity of BLANC MONT, and B,

- .dela VIPERE. . Some ‘smoke shells will be employed in

thxs fire.

wroops of the right: (east) brlgade will be caution~
ed not to fallow the barrage too. closely. becuase the
guns with which this barrage is made will mot fire in
the axis of the advance, but at an angle thereto. ‘Upon
arriving on the D1v181on Ovjective, troops of the right
(east) brigade will be held strictly within that part.
of the objectlve aselgned to &hat. bri@ade,;until the

arrival .of the left (west) Brlgade.a

The Infantry will stake out their front lines at

’_8 00 o'clock and at 15:00 o*cﬂock.__“ - :
' The light artillery will be brought forward in.

edhelon ags the’ ‘attack progresses, s0. a8 to suppart the
new line of resistance, or to asszst in a subsequenb

_advance of ‘the Div;smon. ot



4.

(e) ENGINETRS:

(v) TROOPS:

’331]ﬁiéhﬁf(€35t)~Brigade:TBrigaﬁieriGenerai‘ELY,

" Commanding,
34 Infantry Brigade, , _
)34 Battalion tanks (French) attached,

«

'?Wiil'beﬁin‘pbsitionfat "H" minus Two (2) hoursl . i

- Left (west) Brigede: Brigadi er General Neville

¢ Commending.
4th Infantry - -Brigade,
. - 24 Battalion tanks (French),attached,
will be in position at "H" minus Two(2) howrs. - ..

(c) COMBAT LTUAISON:

- Brigades: will maintaiig on the right (east), and
left (west) limits of the Division sector, combat
liaison with the adjoining Prench troops by means of
previgional organizations of mixed infantry and machine

guns, the left (west) brigade providing for this

purpose a force approximating a battalion in strength,
the commander of which will be instructed to take proper
steps to protect the left of the Division. In ease the
1lth Corps, on our left, should meet with difficulties,
in the region of FOURMILLER,:which retards its progress
this flank covering detachment will be prepared to face
in that direction and assist the progress of the 1ith
Corps, Upon arriving on the Pivision Qbjective this
left flank covering detachment will be called upon to
protect the left flank of the division until the arrival
of the 1llth Corps (French), and in case of a subseguent
advance of the Division to continue its action in
covering the left flank thereof. The commander of the
right (east) Brigade, on his left, and the commander of

the left (west) brigade, on his right, will especially

provide for flank protection until these brigedes arrive
bn the Diviwion objective. Upon arriving on its ohject-
ive the right (east) Brigade will assist the progress.
of the left (west) brigade by employing enfilade,
infantry and machine gun fire on the enemy's positions
within the objective of the left (west) brigade.

(d) AVLATION: S A

- The 2B2d Aviation Squadron assiststhe Division by
reporting progress and location of front lines, and by
obgervation of artillery fire. (#ee Plan of Liaison).

The 24 Engineers will continue their work in
improving roads in the Divisional area, but will be
ready, on short notice, for use as reserves.,

(f) wACHINE guws: |
- The 4th M.G. Bn to a covering position near NAVARIN

‘Pme, at the disposition of the Division Commander.

(g) PLAN OF LIALSON (See Plan of Liaison, issued 30
. : September,1918). Atteation is
called ta change in Code,Chapter
. -

- ADMT NTSTRATI VE DETAILS: See Administrative Order.



5

P»C., 2d Dbvision:;  WAGRAM, easgt of SQUATN-SOMME-PY
B . Road, 2bout 1 kilométer north of

P.G;.;debrigéde i Neer road fork, at Point 07.88 §

 P.C., 4th Srigade: Bast of SOUAI N-SOMME-PY Road

_ about l Kilometer north of NAVARIN

Changes of P C.'s will be announced later.
John A, Lajeuwne, =

Major General, U, S.M.G.
. ; Commanding.



UNCLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION (REGUDRR)
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES,

France, 3 October 1918-14 hours,

FIELD ORDERS)

NO 36
MAP

e

1.

II.

iII;_(a)'

(v)
(¢)

v,

DISTRIBUTION:
CG

)

TAHURE =1/20,000

The attack on the morning of Oct 3 was a complete success. The
21st Division (French) has passed TRENCH d'ESSEN and is moving
upon our left; ancther French Division from the 21lst Corps is
moving to support of our left.

The 2nd Division advances its line to the northwest,

The 3rd and 4th Brigades,ﬁm the formation employed in the

attack this morning, will moeve forward (hour to:be communicate,
later) from their present positions on the line;MEDEAH BVE; BEﬁNC
MONT, in the direction of MACHAULT (inclusive) 8T ETIENNE-aw
ARNES (inclus§ve).

- Upon reaching the General Line: Road fork about 1 kilometer
-southwest of SOAY FME; Point on BLANC MONT ~ST ETIENNE Road, about

one kilometer south of BT, ETIENNE~a=ARMNES, a position of rew
sistance will he established and held, An outpost line will be
pushed forward a distance of appreximately one kilometer in
front of this line.

ST. ETIENNE a~ARMES will be reconnoitereds

The right flank of the 3rd Brigade and the left flank of
the 4th Brigade must be carefully guarded,

Combat liaison will be provided between brigades by arranges
mont between the commanders thereof,

The boundary between brigades will be the general line:
Present boundary: Point 63,40,

The 2nd F.A, Brigade will support the moverment,

The Engineérs will establish an engineer dump in the vicinity of

the cress roads at Point T3.11l.

~ The P,Cy of the Division will remain at its presdnt location.

JOHN A, LEJEUNE,"
Major General, U.S5.M.Cs
Commanding.

CO 2nd Engzneere

Chief of Staff CO Tanks
A,C, of S,, G=1 CO Aeroplane SquadrOn
AuCs of S., G=2 Surgeon.

Aiat Of Sc’ G‘"3
CG 3rd Brigade

CG 4th Brigade

C& 2nd FA Brigade

) -;--uc— QOQ-"----

J . W. V.

UNCLASSIFIED



I T | - TABLE “A" | c Sheet No 2.

o e e Ao bt e e s

Unlt and location P - ot e "”,N",;; o

: 7 :
at beginning of movement: ... Dctobet Ast . L. . - 2 R 0 U T %
84h MG Bn ' : Marches -to.relieve machlne gun unlts of o

fPresent bivouac) :51st French.Division.as- dlrected by -C6 -
3 . : 3rd Brigade

'. 8 '. e

S SR :Move by marching to a covered p031t10n near
2nd Engineers sSOUAIN -NAVARIN FARM road, north of SOUAIN.

.. CHALONS-SHIPPES-SOUAIN ROAD.
(present bivpuac) :To ciear bivouac by 7:00 Pl

17th Artlllery Regiment by CHALONS-SUIPPES-SOUAIN road, thence to_.
destinatidn . 12th and 15th Artillery Hegiments by SUIPPESw

SOUAIN road to SOUAIN' thence N,.E. from middle of SOUAIN on the
- SOUAIN-TAHURE road to a point north of Sl. (1} xms from SOUAIN);
thence to position

Mavé'by marching so that they will be im
: pogition in time to support the 2nd
. Division 1n action by noon October 2.

oné Fo A< Brigade’
(present bivouac)

% 65 S8 Ve B4 60 v

s @8 4% 00 . 0 &b ee

Moves by marching into position agreed
< upon -

111 &“‘«‘vh I

CLINE I8 111

AS convenient

JWV



TABLE le“

- Unit and location
&t beginning of
movement.

October lst RQUTE

5th Merines, accompanie ” N ’ . ;
by M. G Co.. SUIPPES-SOUAIN road to SOUAIN; thence NE from middle
- of SQUAIN on the SOUAIN-TAHURE road, to a point north
of 9 kmg fro thence north on de
S tomgesﬁxgaiggﬁm hence nor PISTE

T

Ma ch s to Trench ILEUSSIER and relleves the
un{t gf the 6lst French Division, clearing t

(Present bivouac) present bivouac by 6:00 PMe

Marches to front line and relieves the left
unit of the 61st French Division, and 1 bn of th

- 64th French Division clearing PBresent bivouac

6th Marines
accoppanied by MG Co
{Present bivouac)

(X

6YIPPES-SOUAIN Road; thence to Deswination

ve 0o so we 50 4s Jie A9 oF W ) Ch Br 45 se ¥

sefot a0 o0 AB v fie as ek 4s s mo las v se s

by 6'30 PM
6th MG Bn Marches to relieve #iG Units of Glst French.D;v1~
{Present bivouac) sion as directed by CG 4th Brigade
9th Infantry, Warches to relieve suppOrt troops of olst ~sui§?ms‘sﬁvATﬁ road to §§5UAIN thence Ng from middle of
accompanied by MG French Division in the Trenches BUTTE de SOUAIN :SQUAIN on the SOUAIN-TAHURE road to a point north of 91. (1%
Co' )Present bivouac) 'NAVARIN FARM, clearing bivouac by 5:30 PM "~ +kms from SOUAIN)thence N on PISTE de HIMES road to destlnatlon

23rd Infantry,
accompanied by MeG. Co
(Present bivouac) :

Marches to relleve support troops of 6lst French:
Division in trenches BUTTE de SOUAIN-NAVARIN
FARM, clearing bivouae by 6:00 PM

CHALONSFSUIPPES ~SOUAIN road, thence to destlnatlon.

®% 4% 4 4o £& &8 Yo (re

*r he ab

JWV



UNCLASSIFIED

HEADQ,UARTERS SECOND DI VI ST ON (REG ULAR)
AMERI CAN EXPEDI TI ONARY FOROES

‘ o France, 4 Octcbﬁr, 1918—6 00 Hours. )
i

FLELD ORDERS
No. 37
MAP: TAHURE -1/2o ooo. |

L. we Sa

<o

1. In ite Bttacks of October 3, 1918 the 2d Divis1on wes o
entrrely successful. Yts advance into the énemy's posztiqn
approximates seven (7) kilometers. Tt captures aout 2 OOQ
prisoners.
The 107th Division (Vrench) has veen broaght $nto the
GRAND BOIS deSOMME PY for the purpose of protecting. .our left
and rear. The 734 Division (French) on thé night of. Odtober
 3-4 relieved the 167th Division (French) on the line: south
of OREEW L; MEDEAH FME, and from-that line attacks on owr -
right flank on the morhning ef October 4. " :
2. (&) the 24 Division continues its advance 1n the direction
of the. 1ine' MACHAUL T: CAUROY.

(v) gxgg'rs OF _ACTION:
Division L tsd

Right {east) Limit

T

Line connemting road fork abvout
1 kilometer soathwest of. SQAY FME,

-

and Point 0~80.

e

Line; Presaat(west) Limit of tHe
of resigtance-western outskirts

of ST. ETOENNE-a~-ARNES: western

outsklrts of CAUROY.

‘ngvidlmg Line between Bripades' General 1mne connect-
ing.present Dividing
‘1ine and short rail=
: road spur at Point .
Y . ] 46 71.@ a, .

'lgara 1lel of Departure Line from Point on. roadﬂat Point
73. 54 -t¢ road fork about 1/2 kil~-
ometer south of St.ETIENNEQa—ARNES.
at Point 45 5-34,,,

", Left (wedt) ILimit

'General Directlon of Advance- " About Nbrthwest.

~0bnective: General line through Points 65-66 and.
e ‘ 35“55* :

UNCLASSIFIED



3. (a) IMANTRY;

The attack nill be made with a formation similar to
that employed in the two attacks of Qotober 3; the 3d
Brigade on the right and the 4th Brigade on tl‘wwgft.“~T~"
advance will be made by the division at an 110 T8 BT e
communicated later, and will be pushed forward without
regard to the progtess of the divisions on the right and
left, The brigades will, however, advence .in close liaison
with each other. Upon reaching the Division objective, that
line will Ybe organized as our main line of resistance and
" must be held, Patrols will be pushed forward of the line
- of resistance to a distance of approximately one Kilometer,
_and w1 establish an outpost lime. The brigades Wwill be

at once reorganized. and made ready for any aciion'whlch may
"’be ccme neoessary. . S

-

.y

:* During the aavance, combat liaison w111 be nrovided
by & mixed detachment of one platoon' of infantry and two
machine guns furnished by each brigade, the whole commanded . .
by an officer detailed by the Commanding General, 4th Brigade.
+Bach bdbrigade oommander is charged with the protection of
. his outer flank. . They w111 provide speclal deta@hments ‘
- fow this purpose. . S

: The {nfantry will stake’ oux thexr front 1inas at
"H" hour plus 45 minutes, at "H' plus 2 hours, and at such
other time as they may be called upan to de so by the
diviszon aeroylane.

(b) ARTILLERY y R
The 2d Foh. Brigade, . Brlgadler General Bowley,

- Commandi ng, will support the attack. The axtillery will
" “be brought forward in eéhelon as the attar&@rogresses. 50

ag to support the new linc of resistance. (See ANNEX 1,
of Artillery Plan)..

{e) AVI ATE ON;
The 2524 Awiation Squadrén assists the division by
reperting progress and location cof front lire and. by

o obaervatxon of ‘artillery f1re.,

(d) mm@
he 2d Bhgineers. will contlnAe their present work,
but wall be prepared to be. palled upon asg vamﬂional

reserves upon short not1ae.

{e) MACHINE GUNS; | _
: ‘ The 4th 1.G. “Bn.to a covered position near point
59,26, at. the disposxtzon of the Divisaon OOmmender.

(f) PLAN .OF ILATSON: = Mo Change,

4, ADMI NI STRATIVE DETAILS:‘ See Admi nistrati ve Order, 1o
be issued later.



5‘ P, Cs,*Zd Division'

Location of P.C. ‘s for infantry brigades and changes in

No Change.

P.C. ‘s Will he announeed later.

DISIRIBUTTON; . °

18‘5 Army. UQS’l*Q;"f”"-"“I.

4th VU,3. COrPd .. asreaslde

2dst French COXP8.v. sl ©

21ist French Division...}).

22d French Division....1l.
63d Freach Di"lSiOn. eeedn u

170th French Division..l.

'GGQOO"? ootn_.-oute&a'vlow B
Sd Brigade... #e a4 ,’.¢.2- o
9th Inf&ntx‘yo. ee s v a-l4’0 :

23d Infantfy.-t' s';-uoo4§
4th Bl'igade...u.n'--. 2,
th Mal‘ineﬂo.. 0;0,!3\, v u0020
th Marinea v lv IREERE 04\»
2 Engineers........v003.
mwFtAu Brigade -009-112!
’ th H'G. Bncuoctvsoiaodlv
‘ thK‘G- 3:1.......-... lv

John A, Lejeune,
Majoer General, U.S. M?C.

Cemmanding. S

4th M.G. Ba, .. 0vieisieile
ACe of § Golisirssaies 05‘0.

'A.ﬂ, Df S.G~2.. -vt‘cytﬁ‘ll.D

Ale Of So 6‘300 aa-.on|'3iy
mv Dn&;inGQX'Q*Q '.otoo..bl'

mv M.G. Officer...uula

Div signal. Officer... . .1.°
mv Si}l‘geﬁnu..“u...-nl.'
DivInspector.... ool

.AOPOMOQUI .“.‘..."..‘.1..“»‘-'<
'.Ga'a Officero.n..--.'-.-.l.
G.NQ.-!-,C..{-nv‘ I3 o.OulQ'A 1_.,
: ALI‘ Squadrpn 252........1._ o
* &11001‘1 COuvoevrveesvsrvde 7

M‘jutantO!!looud'o--nlﬁn"iltivt

K s
4

¥OTE: Beoause of the limited sunply of traoing paper.
eopies of the barrage table arc furnished to
Oimmandera of combatant units ohdy. :



ANNEX NO_1oTo Field Order No 3T

1

2

.3
4,

Se

W

emergency. : . o oAk

Headquarters 2nd F,A. Brigade;
4 October 1918, )
B 4‘:00 A‘i!.

. ARTILLERY PLAN.

S t«\ S

The 2nd F.Aw Brigade supported attack of 2nd vais;ogx.n,;l.me of
departure and Final objective a¢ per attached sketc e
o!‘ adva.nce. ).OO metera in 4 minutes. e

e

| xsszoms ag %ﬁLLQWS' ‘«.'fs o e - .',vff1a _f,ﬂﬂ N

’ Izth Art (Light) Ronmg barrage and standing barragé.
15th Art (Ligpt) , , s

171;}\ Art (Heavy} Special mw siona a.s per attached aketcha

: Upon the atta:.nment of the objective ' the standing barragd Wil}.

eptablish the protective 'barrage, until the reat hetialion of the
12¢h F.A. i¢ in & position to eover the fromt, when the norma.l

. protectz% barra.gea will be teken overs | .

Ratee of fire to be under direc'bmr of Regimental Gummandars, V
and in such 4 manﬂer ag to preserve aufficient reaervs fea T

Hour "H' to be announced later,
Day " D" Ootober‘ 4th, 191& L



HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION(REGULAR)
- AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES

: , | France; 5 October 1918-4 hrﬁ;‘
swa=m:  UNCLASSIFIED |

FIELD ORDERS )

NO 38 y -
MAPS: ATTIGNY )
JUNIVILLE) .,
T ) 120,000

1. The enemy has been forced back all along the front of the 17th

Army, It is reported that he is preparing to retreat from the left on the
ARMY %0 the region of MORNVILLERR,

The XXIst Corps d'Armee attacks on the line: ORGEUIL~-PYLONE-ORENADIER
LAGFR-Southern outskirts of ST ETTENNE-d'ARNES-BRBNC MONT,

The XXII Division of the XIth Corps d'Armee attacks on our left o n
a line extending to the west {rom BLANC MONT.

Divisions of the XXIst Corps from right to left: First line:

124th (Frenen)-13rd (French)=2nd (U.S,)«Second Line: 13th (French)-167th
(French)=170th (French). '

. The divisions ehtouwr Péght and left are ordered to carry their
attacks to the line of the 2nd Division. '

2,

The 2nd Division at "H" hour continues its advance towards MACHAULT=
CAUROY .

3+ (2} The 2nd F.A. Brigade, reinforced by the 3rd Group, 3418t R.d.ba)
supports the attack and advances by &hhelon as the infantry progresses,

(b) The Infantry attacks in line of brigades, in column of regiments,
regulating its advance on that of the divisions on the right and left.

(5) The 27th Aero Squadron will report the alignment hourly, beginning
at 2H" plus One~half {}) hour, and will adjust artillery fire as directeds

{d) The 2nd Engineers (U.S.) completes the road andiridge work upon which
engaged and then passges to division reserves. :

(e} Zhe 4th Machine Gun Battalion remains in reserve. .

4, Advence dressing and ambulameé station at SCHWABENKONI® dugouts;
One field haspital to SOMME-PY; Engineer dump at SCHWABENKONIG Dugouts;
small arsa ammnition dumps at SOMMEPY-MEDEAH FARM and SCHWABENKONIG dugouts;

Combat wagons, ration carts, water carts and rolling kitchens to proximity
of troops, . :

[ Gommand Post: WAGRAM® :
ADVANCE MESSAGHCENTER ~SOMME-PY

By command of hajor General LEJEUNE,

J. 0. RHEA,
Colomal, General Staff,

Chpief of Staff. |
h NG Bn-=3
«Ce 0f 5o w2 wml 61.: n-=
« ﬁ.c: of 8. Ge3--1 .Dmv iggr 1
. ond FA BRIN & Fr Ant Units~-

IVth French Afmy-nl -
XIth French Army-~-1

 XXIst French Army Sorpes-1 Coademsl2 Div NG Off--}
§3§d French Div@sion‘g - %5% %?%égg%f' 2 Div g%s 8%5::
22nd French Digision=l 2nd EngineerS?‘l g%z S&rg*-l
C\Ge a © 4gh M3 Ba =1 Div Inspector==1
C.of Se ' . Ji 54h 117 Bn . -=1 Div Aﬁwg

- A.C. of B4 G=} = : 00p~* : Div Qiz= -
Aiptef Tanks--1 B dairitle--bo 27-1  Yat Fid Sig Bn-rl

1ot Amer. Army--1 Balloon Co--1 ‘ ' ‘

4uh fmer Corps=-1

"ilo =eneec10 UNCLASSF!ED



UNCLASSIFIED
HEADQUARTERS  SECOND DIVISTON(REGULAR)
AUERI CAN EXPEDETIONARY: FORGES .

.. Franee, 6 October 191818 hx;é. -

No 39 D |

MAPS; TAHURE»l/ZQ,ooo- ! T “:.;:- ;,f‘f:: PR
ATTIGNY-1/20,000 - ‘

l. The 7lst Infantry Brigade wélieves front line of the 2nd SE

2ivision in its position north of BLANC MONT RIDGE on the l‘iight “Of October

u?. . # = ) S e E ey s SRy S o :"‘.

2. The relief begins after disk'on the svening of Octber: 6y and .

will be completed by 3:00 AM, October 7."ThE 71st Brigele will nét paes: *~ . .
north' of the BLANC MONT RIDGE before dusk. .

3+(a) The Znd Divisiog will leave one (1) hathalion in the front line
of each brigade sector until furtheér ordersd the remaining battalions from
the 3rd and 4th Brigades, when relieved by the 71st Brigade, will be marched
back to cévered positions en and not more then one and one-halff »itomet ers
south of BLANC MONT RIDGE, where they will remsin at the disposition 0f +we
Division Commander, . : e ' :

(b) The Commanding Gememnls of the 3rd and 4th Brigades will eack
cause his Srigade Machine Gun battalions to remain in position &t the dig
posal of the Commanding General, Tlst Brigade, for 24 hours after the
relief is completed, at which time, unless they reoceive orders to the
contrary, they will be withdrawm. s .

(c) stekes Mortar and 37 mm gun units of the frout blmglrgg_i-;:aﬁg- L
 in each of the brigades of the 2nd Division will remain in position g"

24 hours after the relief 48 completed. Thede units will be ;emgfogzeﬁ .
by the persomnel of the .incoming organizabiong . At the end of 1 at ‘._.a;"g%b_‘ °
the personnel of the relieved units will withdraw during thair material ov
to the units of the Tist Brigades : PR S

Guides i -d and 4th Brigades will, by srrangément

d) Guides from the 3rd and 4th “rigades will, T a) S
between(tgxe comanders of brigades, be sent to guids the Tlst 4_’3!‘,1-38“19E N
to its positionss , ‘

(e) The Division Engineers, the Difipion Signal Offiq;;;; aﬁ.éhgach
Division Surgeon, will not be relieved until furtherorders. i ghe .
continue to perform his funetions with peﬁsonpel pertaining v
Division, reinforced by that of the 7lat Brigades

LS

artillery 6f the 2nd Division wil in in place and
The artillery of the 2nd Division will rem B
, cOhtinu(er’z.o ¢over the ‘fr"qnt. it remains under the commend of the (omvandipg
- Genefal, 2nd Division.

(g) A1l unite of the T1st Brigade, entering »igto thg iﬂ”"é‘éiiriif"“
3rd and 4th Brigedes, come under the command of the om:z}zln re%ief T
of the 3rd and 4th Brigades, each in his sector, until : o e o
pleted, at which time the command of the front line passe
Commanding General, 71st Brigades :

Jw

UNCLASSIFIED |



(h) Reconnamsmnce par'b:.ea will be senf. a'e ence 4o the new
Sac‘bbl‘o _ .

{4} Further detaila will be avrangai between commands of units
conéerned.

44 (o) PLAN OF Lmaou- ’L‘hat new in effect im the sector of the
2nd Divisiom. -

(») Admmistratﬁve instructions to be isaued latera
“%«y,‘m&pfgﬂ*&m
56 P.C., 2nd Division: moves to SOM&E~PY at 6:00 PM Octodber
611918, at wh:ch time it closes at its present locations. .

By cmmmend of Major Gengral,bé'jéuie':

Oo}.onel, General Staff, . o
- Chiefof Staffs . R

Chief .of Staff « « = = ¥
Tist Brigade = = = = s 1§
.Ba‘d Brlgade S 15
4th Brigade « = » « == 15
2nd F.A, Brigade « '« = 3
Division Engineer = « = «1
Division Surgeon - ¢ = = %;
Bivision Sig Officer « & 1
11th French A.C. = e « ». 1.
Yst American Army = = = =)
4th American Corps e = =1
F:xle----v-~~---20_-



HFADQUABTERS SECGND FA.BRIGADE
SECOND DIVISION, 7th October 1918

Amnex 1 to Field Orger No 39
teet e o Artillery Plan.

1. The 2nd F.A, Brigade supperts the attack of the an Div.,
pé’i' Field Order, Second Divis:.on, this date:’ .

o

'2. Mz.sf:.:.ons ass:gned as follows.

12 F.Au )Sta&%zng ‘asid rolling barrages ds ‘per attached
15th F.A. )aketcho ; _
L Lot
© 29th F A, )Stand:.ng barreges and smoke acreens as per
)attached sketech, L

17th F.A. )Sgec:.al mwsiqna of destruction as i)ér'" ‘
341st F.A.)attached sketch,

452nd ¥, A Jieutralization and Interdiction per instructions
)given by Gommandzng General, 2nd F.A. Brigade»

3; Retes of fire'as per table of "Rates of Fire", I n case of
shortage of ammunition, Regimental Commanders are authorized to vary
the rates of fire to ensure auffzclent reserve for emergency,

4, The sttack will be divided into two phases, viz. lst phase .
from line of departure to first objective; 2nd phase, from 1st objective
to final objective.

"~ The ‘attack from the first objective towards the fimal objective
will be launched at X hour, Barrages will beprepared -and attack will be
: launched upon order from these Headquarterm

o Reg:.mental c’omanders w:.ll be prepared to move one Battalion fy
of. {heir regiment forward upon the attdinment of the first objective
Reconnaissance. parties will be pished well to the fz‘orﬂ; behind the
infantry to lacate positions. Movement of Battalions wa.ll take plaee
upon order from these Headquarters. .

54 Durmg %e atte.ek cloae observatlon t‘ram the present C‘P's
'towe.rds -the flanks wil-be maintained -and Regimental Headquarters
Commanders are authorized to withdraw batteries from the barrage in
orde.r to protect - our - flanke from flank counter--ettackd during the-advance,

A Ty DR T N

6. Day D is October Bth. Hour H to be announced later. Watchea
to be synchronized from thess headqaarters. :

7. Brigede P.C. remains the seme.

Hy commend ¢f Brigadier General Bowley,
' © 7.C.RHEA

Colomel, General Sta.ff
Chief' of Staff.

JWV



" HEADQWARTERS, ‘SECOND 'DIVISION(REGULAR)
" " AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES.

y

France, T October 1918-23: 00 hrs.

MEMORANDUM: T ACCOMPANY FIFLD ORDEK NO 39

(&) wpw day “ s o w £ ¢ @ 2,00 .October 8 19180
"H"hour,"’..;..»‘no 515h0ur5f

{v) The treops wxll be pn pos;tzon for the attack at “H"
minus one (1) hour,

© JOHN A. LEJEUNE,
. , Major,General, U.5.M.C.
w.o o o COMMANDENG.



UNCLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION (REGULAR
AMBRI CAN FXPEDITIONARY FORCES, ‘

France,70ct=1918-23 hours,

. PR b . ‘o . . 'l i
ot e b Lo . e . N e
J i . PR RS R i R T A ST g
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!

FIELD ORDERS) o o g
NO 40 )l e

MAPS: TAHURE - 1:20,000 - s '
ATTIONYS 1:20,000
JUNIVILLE-1$20,000

AR : . . '
e L R S S R

3 1, The enemy,im an attempt to protect his ,wiﬁ‘hd?awélf-fmm-the
vicinity ofRHRIMS, is resisting the’ advance of . the FRANGO~AMERICAN .-
troops north of SOMME-PY. ‘ ‘

2 (a) The second ‘division, with the Tlet Infantry Brigede attached,
gg;;;g; on "D" day at "H*hour, and advancesd in the direction.of- MAGHAULT=

 The 73rd Division (french) abtacke on our right { emst); the
Teh Division (French) ‘o our Teft {west) - oo i
{b) ‘LIMITS OF ACTIONs ' - "= 7= o 1o mor e
. O e !:\i.»; i SRR
....Right (eagt) Limit: ; )
... Linet The present Tight 1imit 6f the division--thence thru
' ;jog.dto:‘k'ébﬁu’c & kiloieter “weat avd “a-little south of -SCAY FARM
Fosd fér sbout 2 kilwmpbess north west of SCAY TARM , co-
. ordiriates:2656.9-286 .3-road fork , ‘co~ordinates:266+0-287 7=
. road fork at’ leti er- MM i the word. "HACHAULT" . coordinates
A 265067238'90 B R T TS TR I S A

A
ErS e

Left (east) Limits - o R
 Tine: The present west limit of our present. front ling-=es,
thonce slightly weSttof north thru roadfork 500 yard Rt
of ST ETIENNE, co-ordinates; 263,95-284,7-+thence glong the
 road to cross roads about 2 kilometers south of CAUROY, co=
ordinates; 263 J4=286,3»=~eabtorn out skirts of CUAROY.
' Regimental limits: A
Right { east Regiment)East 1init:
. East Limits of Division sectors

Left (wast Regiment) West Limit: -
Vest 1omits of Division sectora

. _DIVIDING LINE BETWREN REGIMENTIS: T
™ Hoad ferk about 1% kme souvhwest of ST ETIENNE, on ST
" ETIENNE -CRFEUIL road , “eoordinates 2 66 422 8335~ =~thenes
‘ebout 13 kms northeast of 5T ETTENNE,. coordinat es.265,95-
284,9+=- railnoad and road crossing about 2'ki‘lomgtgrs souty of
. MACHAULT, on ST ETENME -MACTAULT road, road . ch-ordinates
26 .6e280 .6 HACHAULT, on MACHAULT- CHAUROY road, coordinates
264.6’288 .6 . o T e I e L A

AN f
T

I

UNCLASSIFIED



Juv

.

:PARALLEL OF .DEPARTURE:

8T ET&ENNE-ORFEUIL road, along present front of Diviwgion,

Line connectmg po:n‘b on road about 1 kn.lometer eouthweat ‘
of SCAY FARM, coordinates ; 267.,95+284,2-«-thence along obad .
in & northwesterly d:.rectwn to point 266,7-284,55-~thenge t6.

point on road at north and of small woods about L kilometet
north of ST ETIENNE, co-ordinates; 263,8~285.4,

OBJECTIVE: ' ‘ '

Line: Western edge of woods, co-agrdinates; 267.1-284.65--~cross
roads at point 265.25-285.9-~Point on road at eastern adge of
small weods at 263 45-287 3.

POSSIBLE OBJECTIVE!:
YASHAULT hnciuswe)«-Northwest eelge of CAUROY.

'3 (s) INFANTRY:

The attack will be made by the 7151; Infantry Brigade, with
its two regiments abreast, each reglment in three (3) lmes

~one of us battalzons in each l:me.

During the advance, combat liaison between the regiments
of the Tlst Brigade will be provided by = mixed detachment
congisting of one platoon and two(2) mechine guns from each

" regiment, under the command of an officer to be desxgnated
by the Brigade Commander. : '

On the right of the Division sector there w;ll be pro-
vided for flank protection and combat la.azson with the 73rd
Division {French), the 4th M.G.Bn, and one battalion from the

‘3rd Infantry Brigade, to be designated by the Commanding

General of the brigade, Similarly, on the left, one battalion
of the 4th Infantry Bripade will be designated by the Brigade
Commander to protect the left flank and to maintain

combat liaison with the Tth Division (French)

‘The infantry will stake out ith-front lines at T 30
9:30,12 and 17 hours, and at such other times as they may be called
upon to do so Hyr the division aeroplane.

The an Division {less two (2) battalions infantry, and 4th
M G Battalion) will consiitute the reserve. It will remain in
its pregent position at the disposal of the Division Commander,

(b) TANKS: o e s
L The 2nd and 3rd Battalions, tanks (French) are
attached t0 the 7lst Infantry Brigade. o '

(c) ARTILLERY: |

The 2nd Field Artillerv Bngade, Br;ggdzex‘ a
Generan) Bowley, Comand’:.ng, ‘with attached French Artillery, will

,‘aupport the attack, (see Annex No 1.for Artillery Plan) .

{d) AVIATION: . S
The 27th Aero Squadron aas:.sts the division by

o reporting progress and 1oca6£'an ‘of front line, end by observat:.on

of artlllery fires



111/

{#) AERO STATION: 45th Balloon Co, will assist by observation .

~{f) ENGINEERS: The 2nd Engineers will continue their present worke

PLAN OF LIAISON: Present plan with the following addedk

(1) Radio calls assigned to the 7lst Brigade:

Damped Waves..

P.Cv Tlet Brigade ., &+ «+ o .
P.Cs 1418t Infantry « ¢« o o
B9t BN o o o o ¢ 0 ¢ 0 0 &
?nd Bn * ¢ & 3 @ . 5 L N

s a2 &

L]
Srd Bn e o o « «

R Y
—~~
o
=
O
S

-
o oo
b QNN OO OS?

{one)

P,C, 142nd Infantry + ¢ o « o«
lst Bn . . L4 L » * L + L]
2nd Bn . v 4 ;‘q ; .
3rd Bn LI T I O ; * o

=z
—
Q
=
[ ]
Syr”

> & »

’
»
»

(2) Key ¢f co-ordinates No 327 will be used until
further ordens. ‘

4, Advance dressing and ambulance stetion gt SCHVABENKONIG
Dugéuts; One field Hospital at SOMME-PY; Engineer dump at SCHWABENKONIG-
Dugouts; smhll erms ammunition dumps at SOMME~PY~MEDEAH FARM and SCH-
WABENKONIG Dugoutsj combat wagons, ration carts and rolling kitchens to
proximity of troopsi

Other administrative details w#ill be issued latera

5. P.G's --- 2hd Division and of Brigades:  NO CHANGE
Advence Message Center: At cross roads near SHCWABENKONIG.

Tohn A. Lejeune,
Iﬂajor G’Bnera}. N U us 'M;S .
Tommanding.

NOTE: Attention of all men will be called to the fact that the

artillery will use some smoke shells in the barragﬁ and a smoke
screen about the eastern edge of ST ETIENNE,

- DISTRIBUTION:

Ghief of Staff o« o ¢ v & cls
2nd FA Brigade « o« « s « s o15
32’d Brigade . . .. .. 015
" 4th Brigade « « ¢« + s o l15
Not Brigade S R !
d4h MG B o o ¢ ¢ o & ¢ v b 1
73rd Division {(French) . « . 1

2lst A.C. (Frﬁn@h) P |
1st American Arny « ¢ + s + n
-4th American Corps » + o« s « 1

D day Oct 8, 1918
H hour 5:15 hours

WV /



UNCLASSIFIED

HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION. (REGULAR) -
AMERICAN EKPEDITIONARY FORCES. L

R

) Tréhée, 9x0ctbbér,19i8;é;16:66,.

No. 41s

AP TAHURE' ~1/2() 000 o '-'1» - | o e
B ATTIGW-:L/zo 000 Sl
JUNIVILLEul/Qo ooo

‘1, The 36th Division relieves the 2d Div1sxon 1n thé‘
BLANG " MONT' sector on the night of 9-10. Oct&ber, 1918,

'2 ‘The relief begins 1mmed1ately after. dusk on the L
even1n§ of October 9, and Wwill be bompleted before 5 00
hour,, ctoher 20, e o
{a) The 36th DlVlSlon (less the 7ist Infantry. Brigade,
lst Field Artillery Brigade, and the 1llth Engineers)
will march from their positionsnear NAVAR in-at 17130
" hours, Octobbr 9, and proceed to the' vicinity of SOMIE-
PY; tie 143d Infantry marching by the P ISTE de MIMES
the bther uhits by the SOUAIN-SOMME PY road,

Upon arriving.at SOMME=PY, they will be met by...
guides from the 2d’ Division, who will conduct’ them to
their positions in the area, vwhere they will relieve - the -
,2d Division; the 143d Infantry going into support and
‘Yeserve p051t10ns in the sector now occupibtd by the 34
Brigade; the 144th Infantry to similar positions in-the
present dector of the 4th Brigades OQther units relieve
corresponding units, 24 D1v1sion.

‘ (b) Upon being. relieved by the 36th Division, the 3d
‘rand‘4th Infantry Brigades will proceed, se as to arrive
before dawn, October 10, to a position south of the
NAVARIN RIDGE: thence to the new area,
The 3d Infantry Brigade, lst Field Signal Battalion
~and Headquarters Troop,, march by the PISTE des CUISINES;
- the remainder of the dmvxsxon by the SOMME-PY SOUADE»
SUPPES road, iy
The 4th Brlgade will be regrouped in the zone
SUIPPES-NANTIVET-SOMME SUIPPES, in Arpy Reserve; the 24
Division, (less 4th Brigade and those elements . “left .in
the SOMME-PY sector) as,Reserve XI.Corps, will be re-
grouped in the zone limited on the west by the SOUAIN-
SUIPPES road; on the north by the SODAIN&PERTHES road' -
on the east, by the MARGHA“D road' on the south, by
Parallel 265. . ,

(c) The 2d Div:.sion mll leave in the somm-py area,
at the disposal of the Commanding Genera}, 36th Divisiom,
the 2d Engineers Regiment; 2d Field Artillery Brigade,
and certain sanitary. and supply units and material,
these latter by arrangement between the proper staft
offlcers of thetwo divisions.

UNCLASSIFIED
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(d) Machlne guns pertalnlng to the 2d DlVlSlon, and the
personnel on duty with them, now in position in front line

and support positions, will remain in plac§ for 24 Bours
- after the relief is completed,

(e) One staff officer from division headquarters; one
from each brigade regiment and Battalion; one cfflcernww
from each company, and one non-commissioned GFEFeer#Pim
each platoon, to serve as guides for the incoming organiza-
tion, will be left in the area for 24 hours by the 24

Division,

{f) Billeting parties from organizations, . 2d Division,
will proceed to new area .on October 10, under arrangements
m&de by A C. Of S' 1 G"l. ’ . .

(g) A1l units of the. 36th Division entering into rthe

;.SOMME PY area come under the command of the Commandlng

General, 24 Division, until the relief is completed,
at which time the command of the sector passes to the

‘Command ing General, 36th Division,

The command passes at 10:00 AM, October, 19, 1918

The Commandlng General 2d Div151on, remalns with' the
. Commanding General, 36th Division, untll 10 00 AM,

October 11, 1918, -

Fleld Tralns will march with their organizationsx'

Other .adminiskzrative details later,

The P,C.., 2d Division, opens at P,C; TARBES, _at CAMP

MONTPELTER, at 10: 00 A M, Octbber 10, at whlch time it

- closes at its present location,

P.C. 4ch Brigade, SUIPPES,

~ John A, Legauﬁe,
Magor General; U,S,MCC,

S Commandlng.
DISTRIBUTION' '
 Chief of StaTf,.............20,
2d F A' Brlgade|'ooooc¢ ;-.0-1'0. '
38 Brigade.. uaiesas .. weealbe
4‘th Brlgaadeo."la'nalna -=¢n'-150
: 36th DmVlSION....n.---. .. o.o.4‘0’
4th M.G‘l Bnooqo,n.d.'e ----- LR Y 10

. 73d Pivision iFrench;....... 1.

7th Division {French

'l!t'vo.l.:

“.‘2lStAC“Q.lcal't'cln.hlt"v 1‘

1st American Army........... 1,
4th American COrpS.e..... ... 1,
X Hq' Troop‘lﬂl¢.!Al0'."b."l<1..;> B

lSt ) Fld—O S,ignal Bmt' (SR .'{;‘ [} - ¢ . 10



JOURNHL OF OPER ATIONS
~oF
2a DIV fer

SEPTEMBER 24 - Oct 25th,



September 24, 1918,

Weather fair.

. In compliance with memorandum #128, from 4th 4.C., 2nd Division
moves to new ares, destined for service undsr French comuand,

‘F.O. # 32, these Headquarters issuéd, Division %o move by rail
ekxpept motorized service which proceede by marching.

Entrainment takes place on the 25th, 26%h, 27th and 284h of
Septembesr, Entrainment points - . :
' : - VOUCOULEURS
ToulL,
SO0 CEY-sur~iEUSE
; ~ _ DOMGERMAIN
Duration of journey about 10 hours. 38rd Brigade entrains at
Toul ; 4th Brigade entrains at Domgermain s 2nd F.A. Brigade
entraing at Voucouleurs and Corcey~-sur<lleuse and the Engineere
entrain at Toul. : ' \

Annex 1 Orders, reports and skeiches,

T A A W L B o x ) oy T

September 25, 1915.

Wegthervz fair,

Movement of 2nd Division by fail and motorized units by}garching
contimed. | - - “

- Annex: Orders, reports and sketches,

S - e -y - . - - - o ;

September 26, 1915, | \1
 Weather 4 Fair. . |

Movements of 2nd Divisién continues, .
Division Headquarters estasblished at MAIRY-sur-MEUSE
at 12100 Noon.

Annex orders reports and sketches. _

to relieve the 61st D.I. (French) in front line near SOMME PY,
Division passed from Army heserve 4th Army (French) to 21st Corps
(French), the 4th Infantry Brigade taking over front line trenches
=md the 3rd Brigade going inte reserve south of ridge at NAVARIN
Fine ‘and the 2nd Artillery Brigade going into position fo support .
these units, ‘ o



Weather rainy/.
Movement of 2nd Rivision to new area continues.

Annex . Orders, reports and skeiches,

" M em W M 8 M e

September 28th, 1918.

- Weather Cloudy.

Movement of 2nd Division to new area continues.
On the afternoon of September 28th the 2nd Division under
order No. 9489/3 from 4th French Army was ordered from the
- CHALON MAIRY to the SOUAIN SUIPPES area. In compliance with
this order Field Order 33 these Headquarters was issued and

units were moved to new area by bus durxng night of September
mth .

Annex ¢ Orders, reports and sketéhes.

~ Septembey 29; 1918.
Weather rainy.

" Movement of 2nd vaxsxon contlnues to new area by bus and
' marching during the night. :

Annex ‘Orders, reports and sketé%es.‘
September 30th, 1918 .
‘ Westher fair.

 Movement of 2nd Division %o new ares completed Division
Headquarters closes at MAIRY 10.00 a.m, and ‘opens at SUIPPES
SOMME BY same Bay and hour,

Annext Orders, reports and sketches,

Oetober lot, 1918.

Weather fair.

CompiYing with orders from 4th French Arpy, Field Order 34
of these Headquarters was issued and the 2nd Division prepared



Agnex : Orders, reporits and sketches,

October 2nd, 1918,

Westher cloudy.

» The 2nd Division is in position in front line ncar SOMME PY.
Esquadrille No. 27 (French) was assigned to the 2nd Division and
were very active locating enemy batteries, wmachine gun nests,
strong points and general réconmnaissance work, During the day
~many French bombing planes bombed the enemy front line and enemy
troop concentrations. BEnemy air aetivity very limited on account
of French aeroplanes esedllent work in keeping the enemy planes
‘out- of the air making it impossible for him to do much in the way
of reconnaissance work. The 2nd Field Artillery Brigade very active
during day, harassing, demolition, counter battery and barrage work.,
Enemy artillery laid down sever=zl severe barrages and shelled roads
in both forward and rear areas, causing only small losses to 2nd
Division, The 2nd Division was ordered %o attack by the Commandlng
General 21st Army Corps (Freanch} and at 23 hours 2nd of October
Field Order 35 was issued, covering the attack.

Annex : Orders, reporta and sketches,

Qctober 3rd, 1918.
Weather fair,

The attack ordered by Field Order 35, 2nd of October was.
launched this a.m., 2nd Division jumping off on schedule txme,
reaching its objective, it consolidated its new position. The
170th D.I. (French) on our right pushed up and joined our line,
but the 215t D.I., (French) on our left were unable to take the
"hook" in the ESSEN TKEKBH and made 1little if any advance. Under
instructions from General NAULIN, Commanding General 2lst Corps
(French), Field Order 36 these Headquarters was issued and the
advance of the 2nd Division was comtinued shortly after 14 houre
October 3rd. . This advance was retarded by severe fire from machine
gun nests and artillery on our flanks. The 4th Brigade assisted the
French on our left in cleaning up the ESSEN TERENCH. A counter-attack
by the enemy later recaptursd this trench from the French., iuring the
night the French by pagsingon the flanks of the hook in the ESSEN ,
- ThENCH were able to reestablish their line and drive the enemy from
the hook. Our aerial forces and artillery continued very gtive,

The zerial activity of the enemy was very limited, but his machine
guns and artillery were quite active, The 2nd Duvxsxon captured
about 2000 prisoners during the day and made an advance of about
7 kilometers,

Amex ¢ Orders, reports and sketches.
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Qctober 4th, 1918.
Weather fair-

Under Field Order No. 37 issued in compliance to orders
3720/@ and 3722/3 from kst Corps {French), the 2nd Division
attempted to advance, but after making a small gain were held
" up by severe artillery and machine gun fire on their flanks
both flanks being refused on account of the inability of the
French troops on our right and left to advance. Our aerial
forces and artillery were very dctive, Enenmy aerial activity
increased and their artillery and machine gun fire quite severe.
The remainder of the day was spent in strenthening the position
‘held by the Division and in perfecting of plane for the reduction
of a strong point and machlne gun nest on the west side of
BLANGC MONT.

Amnex s Orders, reports and skotchen.

. -, - -

October Sth, 1918.
Weather cloudy.

, In compliance with orders from 2lst Corps ( Frenc) Field Order
No. 386 these Headquarters was issued and after 30 minutes artillery
preparation the Division continued its advance, the 4th Brigade
advancing behind a barrage captured a strong point on the weat
of BLANE MONT, taking 209 prisoners including 4 officers.

75 light and heavy machine guns, some trench mertars, a large
quantitiy of ammunition and storeés without any loss to the Bri-
gade. Thereduction of this strong point enabled the 22nd D.I.
(French) +® advance its line to 8T, PIERRE -a-ARNES, Normal
amount of merial and grtillery activity on our part. Enemy aerial
and artillery activity normal, General Gouraud, commanding the
4th Army {French) congratulated the 2nd Divislon on their fine
guccess in their actlons of October 4th.

Annex Orders, reports and sketches,
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October 6th, 1918.
fWeaxher cloddy.

The 2nd Division by a series of local attacks advanced and
strengthened its front all along its line, taking 30 prisoners.

) Field Order No. 39 these Headquarters was issued and reliefl
of the front line elements of the 2nd Division by the Tist Brlgade
U.S., began after dark, The relieved units formed back in the
reserve and support positions. The P.C. of the 2nd Division was

closed at P.C. Wagran and opened at SOMMEPY at 22 hours this -

date.



Annex Orders, reports and sketches.'

October Tth, 1918,

-

Weathesr rainy.
. . : A
The 7lst Brigade attached to the 2nd Division spent the day in
consolidation and improvement of line in preparation for an attack
on 8th of Oftobet. Aerial and stillery activity normal.

Annexc i Orders, reports and sketches.

- A . -

October 8%h, 1918,

Weather fair,

; In compliance with orders No. 3760/3, 3770/3 21st Corps {French)
Field Order No. 40 these Headquarters was issued and the 7lst Brigade
(U.5) attached to and supported by the 2nd Division attacked. In the
general direction  CAUKOT MACHAULT the succeeded in advancing about
one kilometer when couteérattacks by the enemy pushed them back. Durp
ing the early hours of the evening the right and left flanks of the
front line were reinforced by the 2nd Engineers and 4th Machine Gun
Battalion. The whole of the Division line was subjected to very
severe artillefy fire, but maintained its position. Enemy aerial .
‘and artilleryamtivity wvery great. Our own air forces very active
and our artillery keeping up almost a continuous bombardment of the
- enemy front lines and rear positionss ~ :

Anmex ¢ Orders, reports and sketches.

October 9th, 1918.

Weathg; ngrn

The Division spent the day in local attacks in order to improve
and strengthen its positions. GComplying with order No. 3781/3 and
3793/3 21st Corpe {French), Field Order No. 41 these Headquartdrs
‘'was issued and flike pelief of the 2nd Division less the attached
4¢roopa (Tist Brigade U.S) and the 2nd Field Artillery, 2nd Engineers,
Fifth Machine CGun Battalion and 2nd Ammunition Train commenced, the
troops being relieved by the 36th Division U.S.

Annex: Orders, reports and sketchss.
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Detober 10th, 1918,
Weathe: fair,

The 2nd Division less the 2nd Field Artillery Brigade, 2nd
Engineers, 2nd Ammunition Train now attached te 36th Division U.S.
and the 5th Machine Gun Battalien moved to the SOUAIN SUIPPES
area bounded on the north by a line through the Fme DE WACQUES, P.C.
“lma on the east, by P.C. Sapping-Crapouillet on the south, by
ST« REMY-LA CHEPPE on the west by Camp PIENROT-CAMP de SUIPPES

QUST. 7The Division P.C. closed at SOMME PY 10.00 a.m., and opened
At Camp MONTPELLIER same date and hour. Command of BLANC MONT-
SOMME PY sector passing to commanding general 36th Divieion same
‘Mf and date, '

Annex s Orders, repérts and sketches,

A N WS N S O W v e W R e B i W e n gt P A

October 11th, 1918,

Wesnther fair,

The 2nd Division less units attached to 36th Bivision and
5th hisehine Gun Battalion enroute te new area,

snviex 3 Orders, reports and sketches.
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Ditober 12tn, 1918,

E . . o . 3.

Weather cloudy.

The Division less units atiached to 36th Division apent the
_ day in billets resting and policing.

Annex i  Orders, reports and sketches.

Dotober 13th, 1918,
Weather rainy,

The Division less units attached to 36th Division spent the day in
billets resting, In compliance with order 9776/3 4tk Army (¥rench)
Fisld Order 42 these Headquarters was issued ordering 2nd Division
te proceed by marching to BOUY-VADENAY-5T. ETIENNE area. :

Annox; Orders, reports and sket chen.

October 14th , 1918.
Weather eloudy.



. The Division le#ss units attached to 36th Division proceeded
by marching to new area., Movement completed during the evening
qf this day. '

Amex ¢ Orders, veporte énd’aketches.
Octoper 15¢h, 1918,
, ] Weather Cloudy.,
Thé Division spent the day in billets and policing.
Annex: Orders, reports and skefchea.
October 16th, 1918,
Waafher rainy.,
The Divigsion sapent the day inAtraining.
Annext Orders, reports and sketches,
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Qgtover 17th, 1918,

Weather rainy.,
The “ivision spent the day in training.
Annex 3 kﬁréerS, reporta, and‘sketchea;
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Qctobey 15th, 1318,
Weather fair.
The Division spent the day in training,

Annex @ Orders; veports and sketches.
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October 19th, 1918.

Weather rainy.

Pursuant to order‘No.\IBS/é 4th Army {French) Field Order
No. 43 these Headquarters was issued and the 4th Brigade with
bhecessafy Signal and Medical personnel were detached to the 9th

\



fvmy Corpa (French) and were ordered to move on October 20th to the-
SUIPPES where further orders would be given them by the 9th Army
Corps (French). Three batteries of the 17th Field Artillery sttached
to the 36th Division U.S. were detached to 2 ragxment of French
artillery.

Adjiral Mayo and Staff of the U.S. Navy visgited Headquarters
2nd Division this day.

Annex ¢ Orders, reports and sketches,

R R

October 20th, 1918.
Weather rainy.

The 2nd Division less units detached to the 36th Division U.B.
and the 9th Army Corps (French} spent the day in billeta resting, -

~ Annex 3 Orders, reports and sketches,

, thobsr lat, 1918.

Weather falr.

- The 2nd Division less units detached to the 36th Division
U.S. and the 9th Army Corps (French) spent the day in training.

Annext Orders, reports and sketches.

L2 T R R X - - -

October 22nd, 1918.

Weather cloudy.
, In compllance with order from 4th French Army ‘the 2nd Dx~
vision was relieved from duty under this command and placed under
orders of the 18t Américan Avmy: ~~ Field Ordeér Noi 44 was issusd and
the Division less detached units procesded by marching to the
HERPONT AUVE area. The Division P.C. closed at Fme VADENAY 5.00
psmé October 22nd and opened the same hour and date at HEKPONT,
In compliance to Order No. 209/3 4th Army (French) Field Order No,
45 these Headquariers was issued directing the movement of 4the
Infantry Brigade to be located at LA CLAON, The PiC. of tha 2nd
Division remains in place. '

Annex : Orders, réparts and sketehés.
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October 23rd, 1918,

Y

Weather fair.

The 3rd Infantry Brigade enroute to the LES ISLETTES area.
In compliance with orders from Fiket Army U.S., the 4th Brigade
moved from the SUIPPES ares to the VALMY srea. ‘“emorsandum from
First Army U.S. received instructing the 2nd Division less the



unita gttached +to 36th Division U.S. to prepare for movement
‘40 new ares,

‘Annex 3 ‘Orders, reports and sketches,

October z&th,, 1918.

Weather cloudy.

Pursusnt to Spscisl Order 480 First Army U.S. dated Qct.
23rd, 1918, the 2nd Division was ordered to move to the LES
ISLETTES area, on the 24th and 25th of October, 1918. In

- compliance with above order Field Order 46 these Headquarters

“was isswed directing the movement of the Division leéss the the
detached units by bus and marching to the new area., Movemestb
to commence at 6,30 hours 25th:0f Octodber.

Annex: Orders, reports and sketches,
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Ogtober g;;g,‘;g;ga
~ Weather cloudye

In complianece with Field Order No. 46 these Headquarters,
the 2nd DPivision less detached units {and the 3rd Brigade already
in new area) moved to the LES ISLETTES area. The following -
units being in position in the LES ISLETTES area at %8 hours Oetober
25th 'at Division Headquarters s Headquarters Troop, ~ompany 4
Military Police, B&eond Supply Train less gdetached
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HEADQUARTERS THIRS BRIGADE,SECOND DIVISION.
AMER. E. F. October 13th, 1918,

From‘i.tk_ - Commanding General, ,3}6 Brigadé‘

To: _J, "Commandxng aeneral 2nd Division.
Subiebt{{; . Report of Operatlons October 1~ 8th 1918‘

1. Movements Prior to the Aitack.

. On the 28th of September the movement of this Brigade
.from TOUL to. the area 1mmedlaie1y south of CHALONS was completed.
On night of September 28+29th orders were received by telephone
directing the animal drawn transportation &f the brlgade to pro=
ceed to the vicinity of SUIPPES; later written orders dxrected ’
the movement of the remainder of the Brigade by buss #oring -

. the night ofn29-30th September to camps situatdd from two to
- four kilometers south of SUIPPES. This move was made as ordered;
Brigade Headquarters moved to SUIPPES ‘at 10:00 AJM, September -
30th. On 1st October the Brigade was ordered to move to the
reverse slope of NAVARIN FME Ridge, pFeparatory to ‘movement

. to attack position, by Field Order 34, 2nd Division, This =~ :
position was held durmﬂg the nxght 1-2nd Oetober ‘and the. day of
2ng October. i B , ‘ -

2 Forming up for ths Attacko

The Plan 65 Attack as glven by verbal 1nstruct10na during
forenoon 2nd October contemplated the attack by the 4th Brigade, with
this Brigade in support. Field Orders 35, 2nd Division, 2nd October
18, changed this plan and directed this Brigade to: attack in the
sector as shown by attached map. The movement to this new gsector:
was made during the nlvht 2-3rd October, A staff officer of the -

 170th French Division promised that guides would meet troops at :
BOIS de MOINKAU and at CLARIERE des ALILEES at 6:30 P.M. 2nd October

- Thess guides did not appear and troops were forced to spend most

of the night in the search for the jumping-off trenches. At W
hour minus 45 minutes only six companies had arrives; at "H" hour all
were approxxmately in position. :

3c The 1st Attack oh October 3rd.

. The morning aftack on 3rd October was made in accordance
with F .0, 35, 2nd Division and F.0. #37, Hq 3rd Brigade. The line of
departure marked "B" on attached map as given by orders was found
to be held by the enemy and troops were forced to form up on line
marked "A' extending northeast on 2 kilometers from a point about
2 kilometers northeast of SOMME-PY, 9th Infantry ﬁaSmleadmng, 23rd
Infantry in support. "H' hour was 5:90 AM, The barrage went Hown
promptly and the troops went over in good shape. Heavy resistance,
both artillery and machine gun, was eneountered and overcome, The
tanks rendered some service in reducing machine gun nestsy for the
most pabd tney were behind the leading battalion.
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The first objective, marked "D was taken at 82 38 »

AWM, Th;a includes strong points PYLONE and MEDEAH FME, Outposts
were immedlately pushéd forward about 1 kilemeter to the front.
Tanks entered MEDEAH FME. French came upcon the right and
marines on left. At 10:15 P M. one Bn. of the 23rd Infantry was
placed at d19p05a1 of Magor Barker, 5th Marines, to resist an
exvected counter~attack~ This attack did not develbp and - the
Battalion was réturned to the 23rd Infantry., The poaltlon along
the line “BV wag held by the 9th Infantry, until 4100 p.m. 3rd
October, P.C. 3rd Brigade was moved t0-268.6-280.7 at 10: 00 1
and was not changed again unt;l the relief of the Divisions - ‘

4 Second Attack on'3rd Ogtober.

This attack was made in the afternoon of the lst

Day, in compliance with Field Order 36, 2nd Division. The advance
was made by 23rd Infantry, which passed thru the 9th Infantry on
the 1st objective. "H' hour was at 4:00 p.m.  The attack prog-
ressed as.far as the Blue Line "F" where it was held up due to
the failure of the Freench Division on our right to .advance; this
exposed my right flank to heavy machine gun fire and necessitated
throwing in wwd battallons of the 9th Infantry to protect that
flank. In addition the Merine Brigade was held up at about

. yellow line "H' nec¢essitating the refusal of the left flank of
the 23rd Infantry. I issued an order to C 0. 23rd: Infantry
‘directing that the high ground gouth of ST, ETIENNE be occupied in
‘ease the Mar1nes did not come up. This ground was in the Marine
‘sector, but must be held to protest my left flamk. It was acc-
. upied and held by the 23rd Infantry. At 8:55, §th October,

- one. company of the 5th Marinés came up on the-left connectin

with 23rd Infanfry reserve Bn. As shown above the Brigade front
“on the night ¢f 3<4th Octobér was about 5% kilometers long,

in a position exposed to¢ hostile fire on the front and both
flanks. At 3:22 a.m. 4th October, Major Barker, lst Battalion,
5th Marines, requested .our aid in case of a counter attack from
the west. This aid was promxsed. L o

K 5; @g@ratzons on 5/6 October. 'fiﬁ’

In compllance w1th<F.0 27, an DlVlszon the 23rd
fInfantry, supported by 9th Infantry, attacked in the dlrection of
 MACHAULT, at 2:30 p.m. The attack started promptly on the hour.
The French on our righty 3umnedﬂaff at the same hour, advanced
300 yards and fell back; the iarine Brigade on our left did not
advance, this being explalned by the vtatement of the C.0. Sth

. Marines that he was under the impression that "H" hour would

never be given. The fact that troops on my right and left remained
in position, made a further -advance by this Brlyadc imposgsible; all
available troops for covering flanks had.préviously been used up,
and it was not deemeddpracticable to further expose this command

to eounter-attack from three sides., As soon as conditionsg were
known, Colonel Stone, 23rd Infantry, was: ordered to discontinue

- the advance and fall back t¢ his llne of departure, this order

was mlslnterpreted by him to mean that he should fall back to the.
IR A 11ne, and a- backwerd mﬁvcmont was bcgun.‘;;, o
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The misunderstanding was soon cleared up ond troops of the 23rd Infantry
were stopped on the approximate line held by them a few hours earlier,’
the "F' line. Orders were received from 2nd Division during the night

to clear the 23rd Infantry out of the Marine sector so that the 6th
Marines could take over proper sector. Part of the 23rd Infantry was
moved, but due to the fact that the 6th Marines were late coming up,
there was some infiltration by the enemy. Heavy flanking machine guns
fire resulted and it was necessary to move the lines forward on the
morning of the éth to clear out #he woods in my front and in. the front

of the 6th Marines, This was done at 5:30 A.M. by 23rd Infantry and
" bth Marines, after hard fighting. At the end of this operation the
,lines held were that part of the "F" line in the Marine sector and the
M“K" line in the 3rd Brigade sector. The French mdvanced to the yellow

*N' line at 2:00 p m.« At about thid time orders from 2nd Division
Headquarters directed that the 3rd Brigade withdraw all troeps
from Marine sector. This was done and the final Thiid Brigade llne
of the day is shown by ‘the "K" line and the "1" line.

»Rellef by Tlst Brigade

On night of October 6/7, the 141st Infantry was pyt ih pesition
in the sector of the 3rd Brigade, with one Battalion in front line,

" one battalion in support, and one battalion in reserve., To accomplish
‘this, and to give stablllty to the line, the 23rd Infantry was with-

drawn to v1c1n1ty of PYLONE and the Battallons of the l4lst Infantry were
placed alongside the corresponding Battallons of the 9th Infantry.
This position was held &urlng the ‘day October 7th and the night of

- Octeber 7/8th. An attack was ordered for the morning of October 8th,

the attack to be made by the 1416t Infantry passing thru the 3rd

- Brigade. One battaliin 9th Infantry was assigned the duty of keeping
‘liajison between the FFench on our rlght and the 141st Infantry. This

battalion did excellert work whaon the French failed to advance at "H"
hour: Two companies of 4th Machinesffun Battalion and 1 Battalion Engineers
took over that part of the line held by 9th Infantry during the afternoon
of 8th October and the 9th was then regrouped on the lst objective in
reserve., During the night of 8/9th October two battalions of the 23rd

- were ordered back to a support position on the "K" 1line, whlch position

'they held until relieved on the night of %h/lo'bh Octobex‘.

. The relief og the Brivade by the 143d Infantry was made on the
night- of 9/10th October and the troops were.taken back to the vicinity
of MA VARIN FME. Duting the day of October 10th they were marched to
billets about 4 kilometers Northeast of SUIPPES.

'Counter-attacks. o

Three counter-attacks were teported, one on the afternoon of 3rd
Uctober, one on the afterncon of the 5th October and one, ~-the
most serious- on the late afternoon of the 9th October. 411 were
repulsed The last was broken up due to the very good work of the
Liaison Pattalion of the 9th Infantry operating with the Tlst ‘
Brigade; the attack was caught in flank fire and counter-attack from this
Battalion and stopped; it resulted in heavy losses to the enemy,
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Besxdes the counter-attacks mentloned above, mary attempts at
inflmtratxon were made, amountlng tc.small scale counter=attackss
The enemy was agvresbive and ‘great vigilance was necessary to pre=
vent hls machlne vunners 1n small aroups€from penetratlng our lines,

o

Mzscellaneoua. '

The Brigade Went into the attack- wmth approxlmately 5500 men and
160 officers. Casualties reported té da‘e are as, f0110ws : :

Cofficers - mﬁ1isteq,me24

m——b .

Killed : 21‘., B 292 -
Weunded ~ 69 . - 1587
Miasing 5 445

: 95 2324

Total

. Gaptures as foll&Ws - 14i0 prisoners; 17 guns; 13«3" trench
‘mortars, 4=6" Trench Mortara and about 200 machine guns j coord-

3 _ inates shewing locatlons of guns. mentioned abnve have. been gent

SO

"tO'an Divxslon.,

* The captures above, Wlth 2600 priseners and 32 guns taksn
at VIERZY on July 18th, ‘and ‘the 3000 prisoners and 92 guns taken

' at THIAUCOURT on 12th Septeémber make a total for this Brigade
: since July 15th of 7010 prxbonera and 154 guns (3“ or larger)

ARTILLERY. ,'*

. The 15th Field Artlllery,,supportlng thxs Brlgade, dxd ex-
‘cellent work. Close liaison was established and maintained and
Infantry angd artmllery worked well together. The ‘aptillery -
supporting the Marine Brigade sector 4id not do satisfactory
work. The Twenty-third Infantry was fired into by fiiendly art-
illery on gix different owcasions causing casualties estimated
‘at 100. The -line held by this Brigade was known to the artillery
in spite of this fact efforts to stop fire falling as far short
as Regimental Headquarters 23rd Infantry, 1 kilometer in rear of
front line, weré without results. This short fire continued

at xntervals for 36 hours after Artillery Brigade Headquarters -
had been notnfied of it. No short fire is attrmbuted to 15th
Field Art111ery.‘ e

Due to. rapld movement of troops the late hour at whlch

- they could be formed up forattack and the lack of time for.
" proper reconhaissance, the 1nit1a1 installation of mechanical

liaison was late. However, once established it was maintained
in an excellent manner. Telephone lines from these headquarters

- were cut 22 times during one night by shell fire, but commun~-

ication was never lost for longer than 30 minutes with either
regiments of division. Liajson with the Marine Brigade was
established but was valueless due to the distance 8 the P.C.
Marine Brigade, near NAVARIN FNE. It was found to be more
satisfactory to maintain liaigon with the leading Marine rege-

~ iment whose P\C. was practically as far advanced as was this

Brlgade P.C,
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‘Liaison with the 15th Artillery was thoroughly shtisfactory
The lisison officer attached to these headquarters rendered
excellent service. It is not believed that closer sooperation
between Infantry and Artillery could have been obtaineds

ENGINEERS »

. The Battalion Engineers attached to this Brigade on 9th
October relieved at Battalion of 9th Infantry in liaison between
French and our 7lst Brigade. They hold this line in the face of
heavy machine gun and artillery fire. Their work was satisfactory,

AEROPLANES o

At no time during the recent operations did the enemy
have air superiority. Our planes were always put and kept the
enemy planes away. This prevented the enemv from bombing our
infantry and shootinj them up with machine guns.

TANKS

Tanks veperted on time and jumped off with the infantry.
They kept well up and it is believed that they were of some
real velue in cleaning up machine gun nests during the advance
on the first day, It is believed that bettwe results can be
obtained by assigningz American tanks to work with American In=
fantry; otherwise there is likely to exist a look of understanding
and cooperation, duwe'to difference in language and temperment.

BUPPLY.

It is not believed that food dumps were established as far
forward as they sheuld have beem. Food and water were supplied to
troops but in most cases the haul was long and entailed a severe
tax on animals and men. Closer food dumps would have guaranteed a
surer and prompter supplv, Difficulty was experienved in many
cases by Supply Officers in locating tHoops and getting food to
them. This ig a. problem that each Supply Officer should work out
with his Battalion Commander; proper cuides should be arranged
for and close liaison should always be maintained by a Battallon
Supply Officer and his Battalion Commander,

H. E. ELY,
Brigadier General,
Commanding.
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MESSAGES, SENT AND RECEIVED, OCTOBER lst, 1918,

Hour.

20110 to c. Ge . 2nd Div, = 3rd Brxg. Hdq. now ‘located at point
near NAVARIN FME, 50 varde E of main SOUAIN*SOMME «PY ROAD;
come to south end of dordurecy road then turn right to dugout.
Guide will be found at. south end of corduroy road. .

ELY.,
October an, ‘18." o

3:25P. to C.G 2nd Div. Correction in Operaxlon Memo 3rd Brlgade
No 20 ziving P.C's as follows :

‘ Change 1st F.C, to rsad 270 5»2?8 8. W111 be established
‘there at 7:00 p m unless we re¢wive further orders., Will take

H hour as 6:30 a m. 3rd Oct. Please notifiy us if any. change

in your advance P.C. from 7910.

‘ Eiy-Brig. Gen 1,

4:05P. to C 0 5th M G Bn. Your 1ia¢son of ficer was directed

at 8:00 a m to tell you to move your I'.C. forward. The £ G

directs that never under any circumstances hereafter will your

headquarters be in rear of his P,C. 3rd Brig. mobves to 270.5~

273.3 at 5:00 p m. Your companies will remain with ims ., on
8=30 P .M. =Arrived at P+C. ih trenches north of Semme-Py.

October Ird, '18

.15 To C, of 8, 2nd Div. Am sendina offxcer ay requested by
It , Livinaeston by telephone from 170th Div. Request that these
Headquarters be furnished with a liaison of ficer with necessary
‘runners from Div. Hiq. None available here.i Request signal '
“officer send out two telephones, Request officer coming for

- orders be axhen transportation as far as Somme*?y as other=~
“ wige it will be physiéally impossible to transmit inf ermetion

in your orders to my regiments before H hour. Tatal round trip
distance is between 12 and 15 miles, much of which is thru
trenches. Will -carry out attack as plannes unless. other orders

- received. You can reach me by telephone thru P,C. Smidt (1t

leinvston) or thru 170th Div. (174th Reg.lst Bn) where my
P.C. is located (Same as shown in B.P. Memo 20) . :

E1ly-Comdg,

3:20 Ta C § 9th Inf “H" hour 5:50 A N artillery preparation begxns
5145 AWM. : Ely-Comdg.

3:07 To C of S, Unzts in place as follows ¢! 2 bns 9th in
‘communication with other bm, 9th -not in communication with 23rd
- Guides did not report at poznts given bynStaff Of ficer of 170th
French Div, .+, .-Bly-Brig. Gen'l.

5:10° To C.G. 2nd Div. Jumped of f at H hoyr, Progressing well and
troops reach1nw objective, Prisoners coming in. Casualties slxght,
but cannot tell percentage. Ob;ectiva believed to be taken.
. : Ely'comd-gﬁ ‘
5115 To Snow1 - The Brig. COmdr. directs that you have all available
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offlcers 20 out in search of the rema1nder of your command and repori
to him at once any eleménts found. Sink 7.
7:70 From Myers to Sink 1 {in code) report when thirdbrigade attacks
how progressing.

7:50 From Myers to Sink 1 (in code) report situation of your tanks.
_,8 15 Notified Divs moving to P,C 3 and Wlll return 1st P.C. at
noon,
8:30 To Revt Hgq. 9th-Inf from Capt A A, Platneb ‘Ob39°t1V8
‘taken at & 30 a.m.
8:40 Te 3rd Brig. froan‘*.O 9th Int -9th held up slightly by barrage
ons half kilometer to south of Medeah Farme. At present one Co. is
advaneing in flanking movement to west of Farm and barrage has
practlcally ‘eeased :

- MESSAGES SENT AND RECEIVED (& INCIDENTS)

OCTUBAR 3rd '13.

8—39Am To . sink 1 'in code) repor: of your station. Myers.

9«15 AM. First Bn put in line by French last night reached
objective at 8-30 a.m. 2nd and 3rd Bas in support and reserve.
What orders? MacNider.

9-50 Am to C.G, 2nd Div Reached objective at 8-30 a.m. Am con-

golidating using 9+h Inf for that purpose, The 23rd Inf is .pushing
one bn. ferward for & }110m@tev to estaﬂ11uh ag ? m2Rntainevut post .

 We can move forward. Casualbies estimated 2 Prigoners estimated

atl0Q0 or more. Message sent t0.,P.C. 1 w111 reach me. Bly.

945 Am. To ¢.0. 9th Inf=Consoli idate the objective: organizing in

depth; objective will be in ‘lne of resistance. 23rd Inf will be

ordered to push 1 bn thru you to distance of one kilometer to form

outpost. Elv.

10:15 A To Sink 1 -Give locatlon of P.C. ~Surprisee

10:25 A 5th & Hth Marines on left of 9th Inf claim c0unter-attack

is threatened tn their left flmkk. They have no support. Major

~ Barker asks for one bn. 1 have detailed 2nd bn.to report to him. Stonees
'11:00A To G.0. oth Inf.'®.C. back ot P.C.1 until further orders. Give
coordinates your 2 -C. Racuesl zasualties and le soner2. Ammunition

dump at SOMNZ~DY.  ELys : _

11:40-A T¢ C.G. 3d Brig Organgel in dapth*~d1gg1ng-in. Hostile

planes at low aitisuvde JL285 iag artillery fire accuratelys Whole

regiment togsther. Went owsr éogethef, We need water, ammunition and

our kltCheﬁb“vHa‘ﬁ no CrdanO’uaB .en here for liaiscn. MacNider.,

11:55A To C.0. 23d ~The attack will probubly be pushed your regt. will

pass thru the 9th when we move fo*w *d. Push out s trong patrols

toward ST, ENTIENNE to see if boshe is pulling back. Reorganize

your bns. and prepare for the move forwardil Detalls ay soon as

known. Small A. A, dump SOMME-PY., Eiy

1:20Pm’ -We are being heavily shelled in front 11nea ~1st Bn
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-1:20Pm.~Surprise 1 desires conference you at P:Ci Sister as. sarly
- as possible. answer givinz hour. Sister is.moping up in' zea
passed over by your troops and s1sterb. You will as51st thls w;th
. two companies. Surprise 7. '
1-25Pm. We are being heavlly shellcd in front lmnea ulst ‘bn requests
counter=battery work., Have liaison with marined who reached ob-
jective immediately on our left with us. Whole area being heav11y
‘shelldli. Unable to get data on prlsoners. Regt 1 Suraeon estimates
207, casualties. Stuart.. = .
.2:10 Pn. Temperary'P.C. at thls poznt (268 45-280.8) Can ‘receive
- orders here Who ean't locate Col., Stuart at present ime. Holding

- obdective with lst Bn. as: repor%ed an in. sunport 3rd in reserve.-
' Signed) MacNider.
2:05 PM No prisoners reported. Eatlmate casualtles at 150. Stone.
2~10 pm Received message from Division to attack at 4:00 p.m.
2-30pm to C.0. 9th Inf. Attack resumed at 4:00 p.m,» 23rd will pass thru
you and lead. You will follow until your bns.in: ¢olumn. Direction
of attack - St. Ftienne ridge. 1 km south of St. Etienne will be
"~ held and consolidated byn23rd. You w111 dig in behind them. Notlfy
tanks to get with Stone and Support him.' You will follow. €y 3rd
Brla. w111 j01n your P.C. at 5:00 P.M. e Ely.-~~ '

~34 Pm. hrtlllery Llalson Offlcer sent mebsaae to 15th Art that
BSink would attack at 4:0Q P.M. and requebted rolllng barrace poundinvv
St . Etienne and 500 meters beyonde - -
3~0CPm+ To same. Bétragdiformattack will start to move forward at 4:0%
p.m, after five finuies preparation.-Barrage will start from place it
last stopped this A.M. in front of expleitation line 1380 meters in
front of objective. Barrage will advance 500 meters beyond ST, ETIENNE
remain there until taken. Advance rate 4 minutes 100 meterd. blnk T
o 10 Verbal mebsape hj Cel~ Arnold recelved. Attack started 4%05 Pm.,
. :Stone.
?-15 Pm. Attaxned ob;ectlve 7-10 pm - Have consolidateds bketChes
and détails by daylight. Losses moderate; largely from M-G fide St:
Etienne reconnoitered. Bosche strong entrenched on south side ‘of
village. Requests wamm. s.a. stokes, chauchett hand and V B grenades.
No water here. Request that artilleryliaison officer be furnished copy
of this message. My men: had only reserve Batlona today¢ Must have food
for tomorrow. LI, ) ‘
v o STONE. E

- 8-00 pm. To Same 1 There ib a poss billty of a counter attack
tonight from our 1eft fronte .- -
, . Revt Gomdrb. w111 make proper planb for
meetlnﬂ such ‘an’ attacks X :
The 23rd Lnf w111 be char?ed w1th pro=

tectlon of our ﬁronts. :
. Th@}?th Inf will be prepared to reinforce
front throw a bn‘ or two bna, to-left to protect-left flank or

to counter-attack. These hdqrs will be: at once notified of any

attack P.C 3rd Brlg. 86.05 near" ‘9th Inf. P.C¢ on hill 208.

Ely- omda.'
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8-30 pm Fraom Cod Mztchell 1o C71. 3rd Briz. Two enzineer wagons of toolo
containing 300 picks. 600 shovels and 52 axes have bstatyted for SOMME~
PY for you. Traffic is Jammes and they may be slow in arriving. Tools
~will be unloaded at north end of bridqe near -thureh in SOMME<Py. You

- must send for tools as engmneesahave no men to bring them to you. Same
,;number ware sent to same placé this P, for Marznes. (Sgd) Mitchell.

'10-50 Pm. To Same 1 Your message’ 7 15 P M. just received. Small arm
ammurjdition dump for your regt. establlshed near here now, Designate
location and can have ammunition sent further férward to you in
morning. Some ration carts of yours have passed herekdon't know where
they went «will try to get them rounded up in daylight. Some water
'carts here now., Advase exaet 1ocatlon.

"Sink'?; |

OQTOBE§n4th¢Ei9£8«V”

3-22 am. W& are expectind a. strona attach by a fresh Bosche Dzv-
ision this morning between 4:00 a,m. and daybreak. Our left
flank is badly exposed and we would appreciate any help you
could give us there, Our left flank (3nd Bn) is approximately
at 265,8+280.7 but expects to fall back to the trenches dirsetly
gouth of this point. We fear an attack in an easteriy direction
 gouth of the trenches where dur left now lios. Would you help our
left if the attack develops by taking up a position alonz the
road running north and south (app) at 266.4-280.,0 from this
point to the south aleng this road, (Fron F.A.Barker, Major
comd's 1st Bn 6th Mirine8) } {Sent to C.0~"n 9th Inf)

6=30A uHeavv enemy -artillery fiie on my front since 5:00 o'clock
~ emy counter-attack opening from diréetion of ST. ETIENNE, Amme
.Qunition badly needed. Nothing serious yet. We have pﬁaatzcally

no pyretechnics. Stone= Col,

7=15 A No counter attack during nlaht. We are on objective 4
and patrolling to front. St. Etienne strongly held. Newattack
order received. Will Division move up today?! Entirely too far
now to maintain effeetive liaison with yoir WAGRAM therefore req-\
uest gou establish advance center at SOMMEPY or further
forward: One bn 9th reports 507 losses. Not beljeved to be above
20% in other bns. How many prisoners did we get™ We need counter-
battery work « Heavy shelling on us.,All night afd morning . Gondltzcns
in general-satisfactory. Ely-Comgg. (To C.G. 2nd Div)o :

-50 am. Odentenpatyack on our left broken up by our fire, Everythlng
all right, Oreat amount of machime gun fire from distant nests
-in left and right rear. Losses moderate. Stone ~Colonel.

855 am« One company marines nor on our left. Others moving up.

I am now correcting my line extending right. No furthet enemy
activity except ‘artillery from left, We have wo doctors with the
ragzment. They were taken yosterday. for aid statlon of Div1sxon.

Stone - Colonel.
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OCTOBER 4thLA‘18.

99@5 &y, To yonn left cenerally along the line from Mént Blane
to direction ST, ETIENNE ithere ig the 170th Div, French, From
Mont Blanc it has. elements ta. gouth for protection. I am going
to 6th Regt Hdqr which is about 4 kilomsters from my present
posxtion (Sgd) Martin (Tb CeGo 3rd Brla) ‘ 3

9=3C .Am, To Same 1 = Sink X dlrects thax ‘you pull over and get into’
sector you are suppoeed to occupy. s0 as to be where you belons. wben o
next attack starts, Your map showed your front extending to west

of woed to ST, ETIENNE and not far enouczh to easgt.’ ‘Chieck up and

report =Sink 7

9=40 Am. To C.G. 2nd Piv, Counter attack on our left broken up at ?-SO
am M G fire from left rear and rightt rear. Are merines up!?

We are on objective and occcupy it to our left, holding ebout 2/3
of Division Sector., left gouth of St. Etzenne. Practically all of
- 9th in line protecting risht and right rear, Line as follows :
23rd Inf. (264.0-283, 0) to (265.0-283,4) to (266.0-283.0) 9th
protecting right front and risht from 266.0-283.,0 thence two kilo-
meters to 0267, T€=282.7) thence south to(268.8-282,0 )

A plot of abové line will show large front we are forced to hold
counter-attack on our right holdﬁqgwell. Message from Stone says

~ one company marings came up 8:55 am and others movinv ups -

There is no doctor with 23rd Inf, A1l being taken by Divieion
yesterday for rear aid stations. Send up more ammunltion by truck.

- .
',. >

’ B B o : Ely..
.9-40am. From Hq. 1st Bn 9th Inf, Shelling and vas seriously hindering
'lst bn, Cannot be caunted on for' action, - i,

. , ” Platnes -IvesnAdjt. :
. 18.00q¢- Sketch shows corrected posztion. Are on. our objective.
" Have received no water, food or ammunition yet. Am making all
possible effort to get same and ammunition is reported‘on the WaY e
Five runners ofitheir way. Regtl. Signal officer ordered to report
‘to you. Have lzalson with marznes an left “no 1ialson on right. -

L : S A ‘_ Stone-Colonal.
‘,10.15 am. Small arms ammunltxon w111 be placed or haé been placed
at SOMME-PY.. (sgd) Surbrxse 3. St
4;00 pm =To- Surpslse 1 (no tzme) Sth marines reported fallina back
Boche making heawy aitack on their flank. Dur ripht flank belna shelled;
We carry out Fo. 0. 37, Sink 1« A ;

Tel5. am. To Flrbt Aid station. Beth 23rd & 9th hud heavy loases today
and need litter bearers-and ambulances. Can you get your ambulances

‘ claser to them if you have . extra ambulances? They need them badly.
'Evan a statzon on the MEDEQH PME~MONT BLANC 11ne would be nearer them.

‘ _ug, ~‘!_ BRI o Ely per Hall,
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12 Neon -To same. If you are short pyrotechnics sepd for them at
once, If they have not arrived at dump near their P,C. by time you
send for them, dump is at SOMME-PY. Push\reorwanzzatlon for attack
‘so samefban be carrled out on bhort notlce. Sink 7.

1 07 pm. To G. 0. 23rd Inf, The Cs @u 3rd Bris. directs that you
detail 1/2 platoon to combine with 1/2 platoon parined to act as
liaidon zroup. Keep connection W1th 4th Brlvade. Shovels etc.
SOMME-P Y. Ely.k, C
2:40pms To. urprzse 1. Same reports strong attack from 1eft on flank

- We carry out 3$. S;nk 1. ' :

4=40 pm, To C.G. 3d Brig. Have wuihdrawn to defenszVe position.

‘An helding and diz7ing in. All rizht but ¢an not advance with

the severe miZe fzre fram r flank. Th;s m 3z was diredted equally
against A, 3 and C Bnsy Comes from sector on right. ‘Apparently Boche

“have fmltered in fom sector where French attack was reported. Have
not gained ligison with Marines, I Mgjor of "A" Battalion led off

'udxhout contact with Stone and in disébedience of orderus Losses about
T0% officers and 607 meni. Requebt orders. W;ll ‘hold ti11 I heads Need -

'11tter bearers.

51’: one-Cols

§-0bpm. To 0 1st Bn. 15th F A. CG t0 C 0 15th F A - 23rd
enwounterea extremely heavy resistance and suffered heavy losses
and were unable to advance but a very short distance beyond
jumping off peints Give us & heavy and. continuous fire en the
starting point. of -our barrages Our front is the rxght half of
&harbangagelhtaoingufurnished by Brig, Hdqrs, Use more than your
bn. if podsible. (Sgd) Palmer. '

6 15 pm. To C.G, 3rd Brigs Line indlcated on may in red 23rd and
‘9th. Marines west of our notbhern extremities. Am suffereing
some losses from heavy artzllery Tire and contlnued M G firea
inll fall back to old podition starting at 7.00 . ould not
resist attack of any strength in present ‘positioni Barrage
 has been requested by arts lzazson officer. Stone -Colonel.

—3Spm. Your message of 5 35 P .M. Rec*d. hfter order for thhdrawal
- was given, 9th Inf and marines have been hetlfxed. :

Stoneacolqnel.

-OG‘I‘OBER '5'65 18

-50 am. 1lst Bn 9th to « « 9th Inf.1st Bn. shortoon ammunltion.

Ot her 2 bns received a1l of it (2 and 3rd) last nighte Our
casualties are now nearer 50% percent. This for your information.
Captaxn A A, Platnes - Lt, Ives —a&jt.

1355~am.,Fr1end1y artillery giring directly into us. 155's are
doing great harm, 10 casualties already. Green and red rockets
have no effect. They are not obsserved.

Stone -Colonela
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LI

9-20 am. Our left elementa reports objectives obtazned after hard -

: fluhtlng and severe logses., Right clement' has not attained ob:ect»

. ive but. reports progress. Left element in 11&180n with marlnea»

’,¢en companies now engaaed. o v
, Ce Stone -Colonel. ;

9 30 Amg Your message regardlnw advance just recexve&. Preaent

. ,posztzon of line. lst bn. on objective east and west road 283,44

,/ This ;s left element, Then digging on, Right element exacet 1oca11tyr
;.can 't be’ made out fromkreports, but is sl1ght1y 1n rear of left. :

Stone»colonel.

10 amy From C. 0¢ 6th Marznes to .G, 4th Br;g. Subject: - report of
. .aperations and present position. 1, Inclosed herewith sketch of
fppsmtidnnafghhipreeémmegbalthenapproxzmate ‘pouition of the 23rd

. Infy on our right dnd the 22nd Divy French’ oniour left, with-

" beth of which organizatxcns we are in llaison ‘the latter around
our left rear fpom the fact ‘that the enemy occupv the easterh

.. portions of the towns 2. Our operat;ons aghinst the ‘enemy in our

. _front in their M., nesty began at 6! 30 aim. on time, ‘andhave been
"highly suecessful. Our objective has been attaxned, consolidated:
and strengthened with outposts to the front , The number of zuns and
prisoners taken will be communicated later. Casualties in the 3rd
Bp. which so succesufully executed this attack amount to approxi=
mately 36 percent. 3. Two days in successvion this-splendid =

~ battalion has demonstrated its thorough eff;ciency in dealing with
., machige guns nests. (s2d) LER, PE e e )

. : .-‘jm

10:40am, Have directed 3rd Bn 9th to auppor% and’ protect my r:ght

- flank., My 1st. and.2nd Bns. are. new én the line indicated on map;

o

 ea#t and west road 283 3. They areé consalidatlng dnd are in tepch
. with Marlnes. Do not know exact extent of line. Have BehtBfor same.:
Two co's of 3rd Bn. have been gent to reinforce lst Bn. who .
‘ sutfered heavily . Ot her ,2 Co 8 of 3%d Bn. total strengih 100" men= .
are held at P.C. Telpphcned Watson this mornin¢ about litter bearers
and he promised to send some, None have reported. Need same badly.

Stone - Colonel.

11;02am. Strongly urge that 4th.M G Bn ve xeht to me. M G Co's with
me, ba¢1y disrupted. Organization of. Regiment going well but all
companles much reduced in streng;h. Stone -Colouel. -

2:20 dm. - Report naw P.G. No 1, Coord;nates 266, 80-281.60. This

is out of my sector but not far distant, from P.C.36. Change

wgs necessary in order that I have a place where I can light a canfile
in view of possibility of working tonight . Request approval of change.
‘Have ordered 3rd Bn 9th Inf. to report to P.c. 9th Inf. Everything
0., Have telephone here. - Stone-Colonsl. o
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2 50-pm. A& B Co's Divisional M G an reported. A co. ass;gned
to cover right of Brigade Sector toward Medeah Fme. About 1 km
Se of Brzgade P.G. B co. ordered to report to 9th Infantry.

'6 OSPm. A recheckxng ‘of the coordinames of thls P.Cs zndzcates that there
was a slight error 6n the first figiures, Corrected they rear 266 80—281 40.
We have no. suaie ~and have to est;mate the tenths.

 Stone = Colonel,

9«30 Pm. Rec! d instr. to coaperate with sister in clear:ng out woods.
Shooting up marines, Instr. from Col‘ Myers. Gen 1 Ely has conversation’
with hime .0 ‘ R

' 10Pm. Talk to Colonel Ellxs reference above.

,10.30 PM. Capt Mattxn returned and g&ve 1ocation of woods. Colonel Stone
“notified to see Col. Lee, bth Marimes to complete arrarigements.

1:45 Pm. (Oct §) Art. fire reported short 23rd Infantry. 75 shellcase
founds Liaison offzcer notified Surprlsed A,

6:25 Pms 4 salves on P.C. 23rd. Surprise Al notifxed.f,|,_

7:25 Pm. Firing agaln ‘on P.C. 23rd. Gen'l Bowley notified ‘personally
by. Gen'l Ely, None of the abovavfiring was~éone by 15th Art. or attached
troops. , ,

' QCTOBER bth, '18.

210 Am, Col. Stone telephoned saylng all arrangements made except ‘Art., which
4was baing arranged for. ‘ .
8106 am. (By phone) Is 9th Inf., instructed to relnforce ‘me if necessary’
Uneble to gain contact with them last night. Have an of ficer out looking

for them now. Two bns. now engaged. Strong M G and heavy artzllery on right
flank. . Stone- Colonel.

(Replied) 9th ordered to move up on right to connect with you. They

will move forward. to line Ragt and West 282.7.

11-25 pm. Gen 1 Le;aune says some of our own frxends w;ll come up tonight
“and pass on thrus We stay here in support.

12:45 pm (Phone) C.0. 23d P.c. to C.0. 3rd Brig. Personal report of C.0.
2nd Bn (A bn) confirms line indicated on map covering our sector with
liai'son established with marines on left and with 9th Inf on right rear.
Line of observation 300 meters North of road. He has his right slightly
efused. Present situation entzrely satlsfactory. Stone .« Estzmate caaualtleﬁ

50%.

12:50pm. MavN;der says on phone that ne causaltmes that he knows of and
Liaison with 23d on left and Frenmch on right point 267 9-282 .9 established.

11:55 phoned G-3 reference Line of observation and contact with marines. and
9th left and right respectively and repori 507 cabualties 23rd ~ none 9th.



n.énawgignco from each bn, to
,eltdfbe gent back in trucks as

23 15Pm ro Sno;ﬁ;:deame - Send Looff
‘report-to these hdgrs as soon as pos
‘guzdes to Br;g.jpaasing thru,

© 3110 Pm. Artillery agein falling short on zam, |

3:20 Pm. Gen'l E&iephena&kﬁnn 1 Lejeune asking h;m to ;nstruct Gen 1 Bowley
.Wht° St°P'f1T1ns short as killzng mayy men.

= ==Gen'l Leleune says Pull back to original 1lst posmt1on back to ridge, Leevs
mer of our brig. in front line tonight and relaevzng brigade will pass thro.

~ 3:10 Pm, Col Stones P.C. 266, 8-281,6 moved out of o1d P .C. to above. Bn. of
9th Inf, placed at Col. Stomes disposaI, ’ '

s

- 6:45 pmy the Gemsral commanding the relievxng Br;gade arrived at _our P.C.

7-30pm. found out that of guideb sent out in accardance with operatlons memo
21 only merines arrived. Ours sent in truck and not yet 1ocated.

/
;

ﬁg___i;__nh,j;s./" o SRR

1-55am from Semel {phone) Happy day arrived 1:00 AJM,
~55am Snow says ”nothing yet" .

(message received from. C 0. 1st Bn. 9th) L
Runner from below SOMME-PY reports that hundreds of soldlers from 142d Inf
are scarrere& along road south of SOMME—PY

: AA Platner~’0apt.
(Thzs message turned over to Capt Mart;n for tranbmissicn).

3-10am Insp. Gen’l 36th Div. came by said 142nd was Wos+ -10 Co's onoroad
north of SOMME~PY. Notified 6th Marlnes and told them where to find them.

\

-55am reported Happy Day to Surprmse. -
5*l2am,Lt Gampbell to Sink 11 reportb everythlng O.K.
3-00pm - to Surprlse 5 by Sznk 11. Report that: have gotten out of Mérine -
Sector on left entirely. On right being taken care of and will be accomplished
Alsa informs new people in position to Jump off if necessarv. Are dispersed
among our owm. ~

OCTOBER 8th '18

8-10em. Colorado says going good. Lost one Ma;or.
8-10am. Called Snow to ask if can get any information from Liaison bn.
9-20am. Patrols to go back as far as SOMME-PY and to go thru all dugouts,
getting all stragglers and have them join thelr outflta. (This sent to Same
and Snow by phone.)
9-30am. Qur barrage shert, kzllmng Llalson agents and sectlon leaders ‘French
tanks with Col. Jackson, French tank commandér. {This transmitted to Dlv. Hq)
9-45am Liaison bn. just went up. Did not go before because French were not
up with them.
-SGam *Surprlse 7 aska reports from Regtl Comdrb and M G Bn. C.0. are all

heavy M G. fire. Ou# 11alaam bn. 250 matens from ob;ehtxve. Division notmflea
thru liaison officer. LR



45.

B IR
;s

v10'55 am « Gen'l Bly terls 7lst Brxg. to throw in support and reserve
where French have fallen back thru our Liaison bn. Will throw in men if
necessary bui only it absolutely necessary. Heard thet L;eut Col. Arnold
‘severely Wounded and probably,m;ss:ng. .

R u’ 5 . y

11l-15am. Colanel Stuart ordered to hold one’ bn in readxness to supporﬁ
right flank -ghould it become necessary. Oneé Co 4th M G By ordered to take

position in 'support. 4th M G Bn., plaued under d;rect command C.G» 7lbt
Brivade for its further orders.‘;‘ﬁ ; o ‘

- 11-30am. Gen 1 Ely ‘to Gen' 1 Lejeune- same as on p“evaous message re Col,
Stuart holding éme bn. etc. Suggests sending trucks te help other brigade ‘
up here or send in & French Division to w®lieve the Frénch Division now hers
whe run all the time. Asked for relief« Sayg men all in but can hold . one

Gen'l Lejeune sendxng 2 Co's Engineers. Cen' 1 Ely goinglto have them
_relxeve bn. .

12-00 Noon Surpriﬁe 7 to Ma;or Hall re sendzng too many men back with prig~
enerse Gen'l Ely told C,G. Tist Brig. to gather up prisoners and -then send
them back. Two or three per 100 prisoners. We can gend them back if désired.

Gave him location of our Liaison Bn. Feund Lt. Col. Arnold and he 15 not
kzlled. : . . . oo , .

3-45pme Oct 8th Col. Rhea saya dne to General Ely-having se many troops
~here will taks command in cage of an emerpency but present policy is to send
%troops to General Ely to be passed. over, to 71st Brigade;

4*35pm Gounter-attack reported on left flank of Marznes. '53

5=50pm, Received order from Divisiou G.O to place. two bns. on 1ine from
__whxch T1st Brxga@e ;umped-off. ' . ;

'5+50pm Bhoned Sameé 1 %o comaly with above.. Thms is to be used ag support
for 7lst front line. Are not to advance under any circumstances, Establish
Llalson with Col.;iackson (‘41st)put senior in command of both bns.

'15pm. 4th M © 3n plaioon was iFiven back oh right but. 2ad held Engineers
goxng up and Colorado notified. . .

~15pm Waeanéfseaazn uldes back 5 «30pm for new outf;t com&ng in.

-ISpm One afficer and 4 men to go to SOMME~PY as billeting party. Same and
Snow told that billeting party of 10 men or less to raport to Dﬁwiaion
Headquarters by 4-00 P Mo

OCTOBER 7th '18

To, 0. 9th Inf‘ Runner from below (south) of SOMME-PY’ reports that hundrede
of soldiers from 142nd Inf are scattersd along road south of SOMME-PY,
A, A, Platnes -Capt Comdg (timed 850\ 413pm to C 0 9th Inf. The Brigade
in our fronmt 7lst -will attack at hour on morning of Oct.Bth. Elements
~of this Brig 3rd U 8 will remain in place with oxception of one bn. of 9th
Inf. That bn uttﬁtﬁranwﬁoccupylng front line %reaches will act as liaisen
bn. with French on our right keeping acival conmection between French on our
right and 7lst=C.0. of leading Bn. 9th wili report t0 C G’ 715t Brxgade
(near 9th Inf hdq.) and to C.G. 3rd Brz.g. o L Elyge
11-55pm October 8th v _ R R




fo u. G. 3rd Brxﬂ. Front ‘line withdrawn from small strip of wood:
© Liné then 283 5-267.0 287.9-283.9 283.3-267.94 - 283.3-268.17283.34~
268.354 Line. being consolidated. Much sniping both rifles and machine guns,

No 'evidence since mornlng of enemy &n large force ~(Signed) A, E. Arnold-

Ltt 0016_ '-k

12-00 Noon 2 Co's Engineers to relieve 1 bn 9th on rlght flank as soon as
possible. 2 Co's 4th MG Bn to remaine Provide guides for engineers and see
if supplied with ammunition. Another bn. 9th held in reddxnesg,{ '

_ OCTOBER  9th '18- . -

.14 hrs. You guessad ite Orders going aute C 8. 73rd Brig. reforms his lines
; today. 9th may march back of Navarin at duSk. 23rd when relieved. M G in
front line or support remain in:position 24 hours after our relief. Re~
connaissarice officers from Brig. “egt Bns and 1 officer each sen * ’
connaissance of ficers haveé been sent fors Staff officer &nom Brig. Regt.

' Bns and 1 officer each company and 1 NCO each Platoon remain for 24 hrs-

3
3

Rhea.

OQCTOBER 3 ‘18

: To C. G. 3rd Brzg. Attackina line drawzng fire from enemy. atroﬁg points.

. Tanks must movmng out from trench bystem in wh;ch P.C‘S were placed. Stuartgol
6=40 am To C,&, 3rd Brig - 1lst Bn arrlved. Stone =Col. ‘

6=50em To C.G. 3rd Brig. 3rd Bn mov1ng out P.C. remains in rear of 3rd . |
Bn,”  Stone-Colonel.

8-50pms - To C.0. 9th. 23rd were withdrawing to 1st ob;ect;ve of yesterday. -

My orders move taem back to positions.oecupied bhefore 2:00 P M. today, Do .

- not let them pass back thru your regiment. You w111 remain om line ex-
fplained to-Capt. MacNider tonighti with eear bn. on yesterday 8 lsut objectlhvé
~the same as before H hour today. There is to be no w1thdrawa1 back of line
held at noon today. ‘ :
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Understand clearly that 23rd has been ordered t0 move forward ‘any trodps
 which have withdrawn thru you and .that you will occupy gnproxlmate&y ‘yous
" 0ld positions of noon toady. Ely-commandlng« :

OCTOBER 4 118
6:00 P M. Snow 1. Echelon troops back on right until you connect with

French near MEDEAH FARM and prepare to hold against counter attack from

east . Have ordered artillery to fire barrage 300 yards to eayt of Diyision
Sector to protect right flank, Ely/

3-50pm Ro C.G. 3rd Brit. Attack absolutely held up by heavy mege f:re from
both flanks and front, Germans strongly organized just north of Jumplrg

-off places Wire heavy. No -sign of Matines on my left. #11 efforts to locate
them unguccessful. Need tanks and hew barrage ¢ push attask successfully.

- Losses heavy. Megsages will keaphymertm&uaP.c #6:  Stone- Colonele

8=35gms You will keep your ‘line in- a&ﬁ%nce of 9*h Inf popitionss It is not
believed necessary to withdraw thru 9th Inf, you will keep entire 23rd Infanﬁrg
try north of eaz: and west line 282.5. This will be done (7o €04 23rd’

Int, Signed Ely)

N

OCTOBER 5 '18.

9-45am To C,0. 9th Inf F.o 38 and Div. enclosed Sector llmzts 3#d Br;g.

Right Medeah Fme. (exclusx?e) Me.chault (incl) . Left a parallel line about

1 3/4 km to west thru 63.40, Twenty=third Inf. will lead, 9th Infs in -

support, Orders given 23rd Infantry will direct them to advance North until

they are on sector then conform to sector limits., We w;il not advanre until
French are up on right ‘and left. 'ulePwmdg. ' .

- 10-00am: To 0,0, 23rd Inf. F:0. 38 2nd Div, sent you: H hoar later. Sector’

limits 3rd Brigade! Right Medeah Fme {excl) Marchault inclusive, left limit,

" & parallel line about 1 3/8 km west’, thro point 63.40. 23rd Inf will

-attempt today t¢ edge over on proper sector before H hour 4f this can be
donegwithout figk+1ng.§%e In case thid cannot be dione without fighting the
‘advance at H hour will be north for.23rd Inf until on sector, then conform to
‘sector limits as given above, Marines have beeén notified of a possible shifi
to left by you, so that they can move over and cover their proper sector. Gen:
Léjeune informs me that H hour will probably not be givep; that it will not

be given until French are well up on in advance on both right and left flanks.
We will not be ordered to advance until they are up. "H' hour will probably
never come but try to edge over to right today to get on sector, Artillery
firing on you was French Battery. Way lecated and stopped. Our Artillery

was not firing on you. - Ely-comdge

12-25pms To “. 0. 9th Inf. The French on our left are up. The French

on our right attacked at 1l-pm. No news from them. The 6th Marines are now

© passing thru 5th Marines, keeping up with French. We will not advance until
~French are up and going on our right. Push out patrols to N E (northeast)

- to determine resistance. Boche is pulling eut. Keep connection with French on
right.,  ELY.

4-0lpm. o C.0. 23rd Inf, Report from 2nd Div. at 3-45pm states that French
are in St. Etienne. We know that French patrol (cavalry) and armored cars

- have been in that village. Make sure that marines know where your front
line is so that they will not shhoet vour froent line up (by phone) Sink 1l.
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To C. 0. 9th Inf.«/You will advance your line to N rth edge reaching to° e"‘*
and west of line 282.2 without artillery preparation and your connsction v11

French is 267.9-283 -0+ They will connect with 23rd on rlght and send then
bn‘ if necessary. " ELY‘COdea

Z‘OOpm‘AOctoggy bth . w

To G 0. 23rd.. Send the follow1ng personnel +0 these headqvarters ag’ soon ag
n0351ble. Per bn. 1 officer and 1 N C O making in all 3 officers and 3 N C 0's
Thege are to be smnt here to be sent back to Div. Hg by trucks from these
hdqrs. te guide troops to your front line tonight. Send experienced officers
“who will not lose way.: This imperative that these men reach here as soon asg
possibles. You can arrange fhr company guidesAab buch‘poznts as you desires

i : E;yacomdga
Memo for Col. Stone - pleasa send someone at pld‘P.Ge to guide our runsers
,tomeamHﬁl~wﬁ.‘

OCTOBER Tth 18

12

1109 - To Gen. Whltworth., The Dlv. Comdr directs that the dlvldinv line be-
tween the sector ¢f the 3rd Brigade ;ncludlng 141lst Inf, and the secter of
the 4th Brlg» including l42nd Inf. be clearly edtablished; the Ints Officer
3rd Brigade; a staff officer from your Hdqr. and the Intelligence Officer of
the 6th Méfines will determine this point on the ground. Your staff offﬂhe"
should be given authority to direct immediate movement of yeur troops .
ensure proper troops being in proper sector. The mevement of your troops
necessary should be completed at earliest prmctfical time. Bly-comdgs
11-20am., To C.0. 6éth Marines. Gen Lejeune has directed that the exact point
of the dividing line between Brigade gsectorsbe estabiished on thé ground «
that troops be moved accordingly. I am sending my Intelligence Officer, Lt
Molloy and a staff officer 7lst Brig. to do thls, rzquest you send your
Intelligence Of ficer in order that point may be clearly kaowa, Aave directed
Gen. Whitowrth to withdraw any of 14lst Inf. in your sechor whea ‘point is
located, Ely.,
10-00am. To C.G. ﬂlst Brig. C, G 2nd Div. has placed me in command of ths
Brigade sector ag long as my troops ere in it. I have n;ared roops in 1lst
position under commend of olonel Sthart tethcinffront - This includes your
141st.-I am directing Colonel Stuart to move fromt line to right about 590
yards, taklng over the part of our sector now held by French, Notify your
‘leading bn. comdr. to take orders from Lt. Col Arnold in reference to this
moves H, E.Ely-Brig. Gen'l Comdg.. ..
10-00am,. August 8th *18 . To C. O¢ 5th M G Bn Send in in W”ltlnﬂ casualty
list for your command, showing number killed, wounded, and evacuated in
hospital, also number men missing. This must be rushed as it may effect the
"relief of the division.: Expedite and. show hour report is submitted. Elyrcomdgc
8-00pm October §th 818 Lieut. Heinsick Biandes, 368th Regt. Infantry [Boche)
rupdniedggesterday that his watch and personal property including a wedding
rlng was teken from him by & soldier of your Brigade. Probably from 142nd Rojt.
t is suggested that the regimental commander be required to trace and returau
the same, as personal property of no military value is never taken away frem
prisoners. Ely-comdg.
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HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE SECOND DIVISION. '
: : S AMER A EJF. October 15th, 1918o

GENERAL ORDERS)

)
No 10. )

To the officers and men of the 3rd Infahtry"Brigade.

Bs You have just emerged from seven days and night of continuous

battle. October 3rd to October 9th; constantly under intense artillery and
. machine gun firej-you ha¥e captured the east hald of BLANC MONT RIDGE

lncludlng two of the strong points on the Ridge, PYLONE and MEDEAH FARME;
in successive attacks you pierced three kilometers into the enemy's lines «
for four days and nights you maintained your position as point of the
salinet projecting into the enemy's lines as you did at VIERZY and THIAU-
COURT, - you held a line five and & hald kilometters in length, 1 1/2
kilometers in front of friendly troops on the left and 4 kilometers ahead of
friendly troops on the right, resisting repeat&ﬁvheaﬁy anbmn%eryattackb
and yielding not one inch of conquered groundf

Your losses were heavy such as few troops would stand but yéur
accomplishment was great . General Courond, the renowned commander of the 4th
French Army of which we are temporarily a part, stated “The Massif da
Blanc Mont dominates the Valley of the ARNES and gives us excellent cutlook
on the valley of the SUIPFE in rear of the region of Monts; this conquest
(by 2nd division) rapidly brought about the downfall of NOTRE DAME’des CHAMPS
and the GRAND BUIS de SAINT SUPPILT2 v

Your captures in thls battle were 1410 prlsoners 17 guna, 3 inch
and larger, 1T treach mortars, abot 200 machine guns and many large
‘ammnition dumps., Consmderlng the 2500 prisoners and 32 guns taken south of

56MSSONS July 18-19 and 3100 prisoners and 92 pieces of artillery taken ebuth
THI AUCOURT September 12-14, this brigade now has to its credit in its last
three engagements 7010 prisoners, 141 guns from 3inch up to 210 m/m over 400
machine guns, awd large quantltles of ammunltion and supplles.

It is safe to say that no brxgade in our forces. has & better recerd.

H. E. ELY, |
" Brigadier General .
Commanding.
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The following table shows the tot&l Tosses in killed, woundad ete,,
end total captures. In addition to the guns and prisoners reported there \
were uncounted machine guns, trench mortars end material of dll kinds. It will
be noticed that the number of prisoners captured more than equals the total
strength of the Brigade.

(hb . : |
, Y : Prisoners /ouns captured 3 or

KILLED . ;.WQUNDEQ & MISSING ¢ Captured . larger
:Verdun-~—~e#- 42 L VK ¢13 2 0
Chateau Thierry---204 : . 3048 588 ! 0
. Soissons===mm====s258 : 1575 v 2600 32

Pont-a-Mousson=e=- 3 * : 21 0 0
5t. Mihiel=-c=v===9% : 618 t 3100 : 92
Blanc Mont......:..328 ¢ 2046 ¢ 1050 : 28
Meuse~Argonne ==«=~-223 ¢ 1693 700 : 36
TOTAL PRI " Bi51 i1 183

TOTAL LOSSES IN OFFIGERS 308 91 of these were killed

In closing this synopsis of the 3rd Brigade's part in the war, it is
only fitting and proper that we mention, in words of respect and admlratlon,
the wonderful loyal and brave spirzt of its gmllant members.

Throughdut all their hardships they were ever cheerful, loyal and
self-sacrificing. They were never required to do anything, however diffiecult,

“that they even thought to question, -but without food, drink and sleep for
days at a time, scornful of self comsideration, they successfully accomplish-
ed every mission entrusted to them, and the gallent fallen who in executing
~ their orders made them' ySapieme Sacrifice" will always be tenderly remembered.
The remaining originel members are few but their "esprit des corps" was en-
~fused into the newer men, received to fill the vaéamt files of the fallen and
who successfully continued to hold the Brigade's honor high - too much credit
cannot be paid to members, both fallen and living, each played his part in the

fulfillment of the great mission condidently entrusted to them by thexr loved
pes and the “colors". ‘ (

- It may be truly said that this Brxgade had had as much service in
actual battle, as any American Brigade in the 4merican Expeditionary Forces.
_ Its members should not be forgetten, and in the construction of the
"History of the War", the Brigade can say with pride and truthfulness that it
did everything and more than was required of it and in more than fulleling

the expectations of its commandsrs it will go down on record as "having
done its bit".

C- Pt HALL’ ’
Major, Infantry.
Brig. Adjutant.
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Operations of the 2nd Battalion, 9th Infantry

© at Mont Blanc, October 1 - 9, 1918,

L ime a me e wn os e e e ek e e e

Mtred O. Arnold, Lieut. Col. 9th Infantry, Commanding Battaljon,

. The original plan of attack of the Second Division at Mont
. Blane provided for the 4th Brigade to msake the attack and the
3rd Brigade to follow in Keserve. After a difficult march from
. Camp Piemont thru a conjectes area on the Night of October 1-2,
.the Infantry arrived just after daylight at Navarin Farm and
took shelter in some o0ld trenches which weré badly knocked tc
. pieces. ‘Owing to the enemy having direet observation on these
trenches, a number of casualties occured while going in and
during the reet of the Day. ‘

 On the afternoon of October 2nd, the 2th Infantry was informed
that the plan of attack had been changed and that -both Brigades
would attack at the same time, October 3rd, H hour, 6 t30 AWM ;
the 8rd Brigade (9th Infantry attacking followed by the 23rd
" Infantry) Yo the right of the 4th Brigade, leaving a triangular
space {about 2} kilometers wide at the base) between the brigades
against which ne troops would attack but which weuld be neutralized
. by argillery fire. ' The objsctive, MédeahFarm (Excly) ==

‘Mont “lanc Road (incl.), was abowt equally divided between the

~ brigalies and directions of attack given to confergy the brigades
* @0 that they would join at the objective. SRR .

- . Details were sent st about 2 PM to reconnociter the: pogition*
. of the jump off and the route of approach thereéto. When they
arrived near the line, they found that the position assigned
for the jump off was.more than s kilometer within the Geriman
Lines, kolling kitchens had dome uwp in rear of ithe troops and
were abbut 46 serve thé Tirst meal. for the day buil. the. troops

had no oppoertunity to &at.

. Aboud. 5 PM, orders were received to move at once to the

* ‘south edge of the Bois du Moineus where French guides would. °

meet and guide the iroope e their jumping off positions. To reach

this Wood required a flank march to the right for sbout three

 xilemeters, and as much of the grewnd was under direct ememy.
observation, the troops: had.to filter aecrose this ground, by

‘platoone, Darkness coming. on when the leading elements were’
about one third of the way acress this ground, the 3rd Battalion,

" 2nd Battalion, and Headquarters Company assembled in a valley and
" moved in mingle file slong a harrow road. At a FrémchoArtillery



dbazrvatlon post, it wae dlscovered that the column was on the
wrong road and had gone a consxderqgle distance out of its way,
By a dim light, compass bearings were taken from. 2 map to the
Bois du M01neux and marching by compass atralght across country,
the column regched the Wood. . The night was pitch dark and the
marc¢h most dlfflcult, crdssing deep trenches, large shell holes,
mine craters and masses of w1re. : R

The French guides were not at the Wooq but, after some delay '
the French Liaison Officer with the Kegiment vot into communication
~with the French COmmander and. then led the troopa to theﬁg poaition.

There were a number of small roads cr0551ng baick and forth thru
this section, which with the terrible destruction of the ferrain,
made it o difficult task to get to the right place. The speed

at the hesd of the column cauged, the column to break several _
“times. ‘The column was halted the “firpt time and the Yéar companies
caught up but at a Iater:time the: S two’ _companies,: N and E, ip rear
were lost. ‘H’ Company found the proper road ang. got up about -an
-~hour before the time for the jump off. E Cofpany took 3. wrong
road but fotunaiely joined:the. 1ot Bat%allon wh;ch earller in the
evenlhg had taken some foad to the laft of . tbe one 1t'should Jhave
takeno : ' . . AT

» . v~, oo ! cE e .
oy r Y 'y | -

. The order of the battallons for the attack glven on the
preceding At‘temoon, had been lat Battalion, znd Battalion, and
3rd Battalion in coludin with 500 meters between Battalions, ‘and
the B hour, 6 {30 A.i. October 3rd.’. The 1st Battalion was. “
commanded by a valiant, and energetic offlcer who in ‘spité’ of all
difficulties, Nad reached the ‘line, ‘about, 500 yards, to the left

-0f the- designated posxt;on_= and was ready 1o attaﬁk.

';Reglmental Headquarters being tnable” to, get ‘into - communlcatlon

with the’ lst Battalxon; bel;eved that the Battallon was, lcst,

. A‘b 5 M\&t, the 2nd Battalion was ass:.gned to make the attack
in place of the lst Battalzcn, and was advised. that the. H hour was
5:30 AM-énstead of 63130 AM. Not knowing that H company had just
arrived at the line, the 2nd Battalion, apparently having only two
companxes M Company and the Machine Gun Lompany were. 1o be loaned
- to: it but they were not used. The area and roads were belng

hesvily shelled by the .enemy and many casualtles .were occuring.

- With only fifty minutes to get from the reg;m&ntal P.C. to where
the battalzon was located. in two diffarent woods, notxfy the .
‘compriés of the change setting H hour ahead, reasslgn order of
companies and get them forward to whére the barrage would start, was
a tremendous task, The sending of runners or measages at £l tlme
lzke thls would haye been. useless. TR o ; :

, A Izve mznute prqparaxzon was’ flreq by the Amerlcan Artxllery
and ‘the German counter fire wag quite Bevere. The 2nd Battalion
encountered stubborn resistifice from Mach;ne guna at the atart but
smashed its way thru. H Company, altho in support, suffered most
seversly about. 200" yards, beyond the jump-off from an 1nd1rect machihe

. gun barrage which killed or wounded 31l of “its officers except one
Lieutenant. ' Patches of woods obstructed 811 view tb the  flanks

“for about 600 yards of the adVance when some clear space was reached,

‘and to the left the lst Battalion could be ssen advanging in splendld



order. As it had not been known up to this time that the lst
Battalion had gotten into the fight, it was a most enloyable

- The two battalions continued in the attack, and both

were. necessary, until thé objective (which was the road from
‘Medeah Farm to the cross-road at Schwaben Konig) was reached at
- 8237 AM. Twe French Tanks rendered valusble service during the

advance -againet several machine gun nésts. After the objective
- was taken, the .1si Battalion extended to its right and covered
the whole objective and the 2nd Battalion moved back in support
about 100 yards in rear to trenches on the hill (Schwaben Konig).
The 3rd Battalion, 9th Infantry and also the 23rd Infantry came
- forward and occupied old German Trenches close 1o the line.
During the day, the 23rd Infantry pushed forward an cutpost
which was ordered to . establish a line of observation one kilometer
‘in front of the road that had been taken as the objective,

About 6 PM, October 3rd, “another atiack was made with the
;r23rd Infantry Yeading and the 9th Infantry following. The Gommander
of the 2nd Battalion, 9th Inflantry receivéd a verbal order from the
Brigade Commander i o , : : '
"Follow the 23rd Infantry at one kilometer and. jump off at the road
4t 6130 P.M. towards St. Ettienne Ridge." The Battalion had to form
haattlyfto‘comply‘with thie order., From the hill, the 23rd infantry
could be seen advancing, but only indistinctly owing to the patches
of woods in front,. ~ ' : :

As only about 25 minutes of light remained, the one kilometer
was not obmerved, and the 2nd Battalion, 9ih Infantry advanced rapidly
in-order to see and familiarize itself with the most ground possible
before ¥t became night, which was very foriunate as later developments
showed. -Just as darkness wad falling, a light Bailroad was crossed with
a large ditch on the south side, some woods to the rear, and the
ground falling away to the north snd east. It was an almost peffect
defenaive position. Shortly after crossing the railroad, darkness
had enveloped the terrain., Two wounded 23rd Infantry soldiers were
lying near the railroad, but from that point there was no other
evidence of thie regiment to the front and right altho they appeared
to be in strength to the left and left front. After moving sbout
500 yards north of the railroad, the Battalion was halted with its
fron¥ at the edge of a narrow clearing running east and west, to make
giure that none of the organizations had gotten out of place while
parasing through the woods. ’ o :

While the front of the Battalion wae being checked up, an Officer
of thé 23rd Infantry came to the Battalion Commander and stated that
the 23rd was about 500 yards to the left and desired its right flank
covered, Xt was rather surprising to learn that this hegiment was so far
“to the West, but it later appered that no advance had been made by
troops on its left, and owing to the strong enemy forces om that flank,
it had been necessary to form 2 defensive flank to West. More definite -
information was brought by the intelligence Officer of the 23rd infantry,
who, with the aid of a fading flash light concealed under a Boche
~ blanket, pointed out on the map the position of the 23rd infantry.
- “nemy patrols were moving about in the immediate front at this time.

o



It beenme evident that not only protection was needed for the
right of the 23rd Infantry, but that the right of the Division was
seriously involved owing to the length and narrownsss of the ‘
salient that had pushed into the CGerman Lines. It was most fortunate

~ that the best position to accomplish thin had been seen while it
wae still_}ight"encugh’tofrecdgnize it, This pesition extended
trom the 23rd Infantry to a junction (Medesh Weiché) on the railroad,
then along the railroad for =zbout 500 yards and refusing the right
flank bagk to a ravine. About the center of this position, at the
railroad junction, a branch of the railroad ran south and made a
good switeh position, o - K

E Company {what remained of H Company had been consolidated
and continued the remainder of the action as a part of E Company)
was assigned the left M4kf of the sector and G Company the right
half, with F Company in resérve in a small wood just on the west

side of the railroad branch rumning south. The Bmout officer. of -
the.3rd Battalion, ‘9%h Infaniry came forward and reporied that the
3rd Battalion had croesed and halted on the“nor%hgrn side of the
layge ravine that was just in front on the morning!e objectives
This .placed that battalion in good supporting distance in the
woods to the rear and extending beyond the fight flank of the 2nd
Battalion. The lst Battalion was later reported as holding at ,
Medésh Farm with its fight facing to the east as in the French had
_not come up, : LT o R e ’

M

it

The enemy began shelling this area quite heavily before day-
light on Cctober 4th, and shortly after daylight launched a counter- -
_attack against the railroad from the northeasty’ Machine gun fire was
- yegy severe st the same timé "fepm the west, and it soon became -
apparent that another counter-attack waé taking place on the other
side of the s=lient. The enemy were attempting to pinch off the
palient by driving in a Wedge on each side near the base,

. After ‘reconncitering the position of G Company on the ‘track,

~ the Battalion Commander started with the Adjutant and sn F Company
Officer from the junetion to go to some high ground in rear ‘of the .
right flankl where a good view could be had to the east, as it

- appeared that more support might be required there. The route
taken mlong the switch track south was wooded for about a hundred
yards, then s clesring to the east whil = ocresn of snsll trees
and bushes about 50 yarde.from the track and snother-dense wood
about 150 yards to the east. At this clearing the Failroad passed
into a cut about four feet.deepsw ‘Just'asjghglrﬁCbpnoiteringyparty
was climbing gut of the cut.to go east, eight or fen men came thyu
the sereen and turned north into the wood. A heavy hist made it
impossible %o distinguish the coloy of uniform éven st that short.
distsnoce, but the form and shape of individuale with differences
in equipment quickly distinquished them as Germaxie:' In a few
seconds machine guns began firing aeross the track from the
screen of. bushes,, It later developed, tha¥ at the same time, the
righ$ platoon of G Company (together with two 37 M. guns of the
23rd Infantry that came into the line just before daylight) had
suffered severe casualties and had besn driyenfbabk west into the.
wood snd along the track by superior enemy forces who were sitacking

_-on sbout a 600 yard front and in heavy column,



‘  When the firing started across the track, which was the switch
position, it was evident that the enemy had broken in behind the
right flank of the battalion. A rapid movement of the right flank was -
therefore necessary to the switch position, not only to prevent the
immediate capture of a part of G Company, but much more to stop the
enemy's further progress west, which with his other attack coming
from the west threatened' to cut off the whole salient. This was
sccomplished by calling te the Company Commander of G Company, who
was standing on the track only a short distancs, to bring his com-
" pany on a run and fact it east. Two machine guns were brought up
at the same time and fired from the west back of the cut to-
cover the ground to the easti The F Company Officer, who was
present at the time, was ofdered to take two platoons of F Company
and counter-attack north from the woods just south of the dearing.
Theere was a good covered spproach for this movement and when it
was made the enemy reireated in a very precipitious manner leaving
a number of dead and wounded and much equipment including one heavy
" machine gun with the ammunition belt nearly full and ready to
feede : . o : o LT . R S

“ " Examination of the ground showed that when the enemy stopped
just behind the screen of bushes they had started digging fox holes
f6r more than two hundred men, and evidence of supports just in
rear in the woods. This attack had been massed against G Company,

-~ as only a few patrols appeared in front of E Company and they quickly
withdrew into a wood when fired upon. o o

Marmet cans were brought up sbout 1 PM Cctober 4th, and the
battation had their first prepared meal since supper on Ocpober lat.
Water had been almost unobtainable sinee October lat but water carts
came up in rear of the position on the 4th and eanteens were sent

‘back’ to be filled. = o T S

Another advance of the 23rd Infantry was ordered for Octeber
4th, H hour, 2130 PM. This was a very ©ostly and serious migtake
with the salient so narror and extended. The 2nd Battalion, 9th
‘Infantry was ordered %o follow the 23rd Infantry at one kilometer.
Me Battalion - formed up ready to move, but the attack was puspended

“and it retusrned to its position on the'railroad.s

.. At 7 PM. the lisison runner; who had been sent to the 23rd
Infantry P.C. returned with the meassage % "The 23rd Infantry is
ordered to take up pdsition =nd held on the first days' objective,"
At 7330 PM a message was received from the Kegimental Commander 3
"Gonform to movement of 23rd Infantry, move without lights and bring
in 211 wounded." Patrols reported the movement of the 23rd., At about
11 PM heavy shells began falling pn the area and when it was verified

by the Artillery lisison officer that the shelle were coming from the
rear, the Battalion conformed to the mévement of the 23rd Infantry

and took up pbsition at the road on the lst days' objective, During
the night, the 23rd Infantry received orders to reoccupy its former
positkon and the 3Bd Battalion, 9th Infantry was ordered te occupy
the position on the railroad, ' o



i

On October 6th, the French had advanced on the right, aes the
2nd Battalion, 9th Infantry moved at 10 4. fo extend the right
flank of the 33rd Infantry and form a junction with the French
on the right, E and F Companies occupied the front line about
- 200 yards south of the St Ettienne-Orfeuil ioad with G Company .

. ,on %he railroad in support. Much sniping took place between the
‘two lines, and it.is with reluctance that the writer had to -
?ckpowledgg thai_ﬁhe;enémy wag much better prepared with "trained
'snipers and that the Nation which prides itself on its marksmanship
‘has not made full use of it. Enemy machine guns, placed on
ground .in front of the sector to the right, had direct observatiom
on much of the ground in rear .of the Battalion and were ablé to
enfilade this ground,. but the Battalion was not affected by it,

- for since October 3rd it had become accustomed to fire from the

t'.ffaﬁt, flanks and rear.

- ‘The 1418t Infantry was ordered to be placed én the line during
, the night, Ottober 6~7, and the 2nd Battalion to remain with them.
A Company, 141st Infantry, -after much difficulty, was placed in the
line at 8 AM October 7Tth. A very heavy fog continued until after
9 Am so their entry was nor observed by the enemy. This was
Sortunate, for if the day had been clear, it would have been ime
~possible to have prevented them ¥rom being seen and shelled by the
enemeys During the afternoon, wlen the 2nd Battalion gxpected te
be withdrawn, recommendation was made to place E Company, l4lst
~Infantry, in the front }line as A Company had only. about 120 men and
was considered too small to hold this part of the line., E. Cempany
wag placed in the line about 6 PM, o _

The 36th Divimien, in conjunction with the French, were - o
.oredered to attack on the morning of October 8th. The 2nd Battalion ,
9th Ipfanzry’Waspbrdered_to act as liaison battalion covering the
junction between the right of the 36th Division and the left of the
French. Directions were received from the Commander 6f the 3rd
_Br;iaﬂe to occupy a pdsition. at the 'jump off 4beéit 300 yards in rear
of the front line, and fill any bresak if one Should occuri

. A five minute preparation was put déwn by the American Artillery
" and the ehemy's counter~Tire which ¢=me promptly, was very heavy
and vicious. The gector line between the Americans and French passed
thru the center of a very strong redoubt which was further covered by
five from high. ground on. the ridge at Bemont Ghateau where the enemy

had many machine guns and mortars,

. ... The French advanded about 200 yards and weré help up. The
141st Infantry, in front of the redoubt, were held up ai the start
" and allowed their barrage to ged away from thiem, Some of them
. weré urged aeross the road but could not be moved further thru the
 heavy machine gun fire. Their lines were¢ tob-dense and they were

_.attempting to advance by rushes. The outcome of advance by rushes

;- @nder fire of hidden machine guns'is that after a very few rushes

.- men do not care to rise and continue the advance but show the strengest
inclination to kéep their faces and bodies gluéd to the ground.

These troops were for the first time near a battle line and had to

learn by bitter expefience. Undoubtedly many losses could have been

avoded with better instruction,

Seeing a probability of further great loss of American lives
with nothing accomplished, decision was made to attack with the
Liagdon Battalion of the 9th Infantfy and to sieze the enemies redoubt
which was helding up the line. Calling to E Company te come szhead the



Battalion advanced in column.of Companiesy B, G, and F, taking
advantage of a slight-dip in the ground that allowed access into
the position with most of the bullets going. just overhead, E-
Company erossed the fire swept zone quickly in thin lines and " ~
captured a number of machine guns.. . - o e

As soon as the 9th Infantry attacked, the 141st Infantry jouned
in, and, as if by inepiration, secemed to.catch the spirit and
morale of the Fighting Ninth. During the remainder of the day, no~
better or braver troops could have been desired except for their one
tendency to bunch up, due to lack of experienmce, -~ - T

The advance continued 00 meters north from the road when it
stopped on account of enfilading fire from both flanks. Both flanks
- of the Batthlion at this time were bent back with the troops fighting
in three directions, weat, north and ¢ast., The enemy appeared de-
termined not -to give up this position, fighting most stubbormly, and
making immediate small counter~attacks, In the first counter-attack
which came from the east against the hill in the right rear, the enemy
dislodged the French on their part of the hill and almost succedded .
in seizing the hill, but were completely driven off about an hour
laters The French then reoccupied their part of the hill comnecting
with F Company. During this accupation of the hill by the eremy, a.
emall number of ¥ Company and the Battalion Commander were cut off
by the enemy and surrounded in a sumall strip of woods in-front of the
hill in the French Sector,

The lines were reorganized about Noon, for considerable mixing of
men of different compsmies had occured during the severe fighting, and
t00 many men were holding the.front of the salient, G Company which
éccupied a small strip of woodsnorth of the large woods was brought
back in support near the road, leaving only two.outposts of four men
each ‘in the small strip of woods. A atirong concealed line of fox’

‘holes was dug in about five yarde back from the edge of the woods,

E Company holding to the west and north, $he 1d4lst infaniry to the ast,
and F. Company still on the hill to the right rear and comnecting up
‘with the French. The salient then projected out about six hundred
meters in front of the position on the hill, the eastern side forming
almost a right angle with the line on the hill.

' From about 10 Am to 5 PM, the enemy remained quiet, except that .
his snipers were very busy with their rifles and machine guns » Sone
of his snipers were in concealed positions within our own lines and
altho a continued search was made they were not all discovered. .

Abowt 5 PM the enemy began shelling the lines, and at 5 130

PM attacked incsﬁrong,fofce from the northeast, concentpating against
 the hill where considerab& hand to hand fighting took place. The
French were forced back, and the right flank of ¢ Company driven back,
At this' stage G Company was sent forward on a run to cover thaﬁcorner
and reenforce F Company.

" As the enemy was advancing against the hill, his right flank
became exposed to the l4lst Infantry in the wood, and on thelr own
@nitistive the 141st Infantry performed as brilliant a bit of work
28 was probably done by any small body of American Troops in the War
when they advanced will walking fire against the enemy's flanks
" As this occured at the same time that U Company, just to the right



of them, caught the enemy with a severe obliflue fire his lines
retrested in great disorder leaving the field covered with dead snd
wounded. The Hegimentsl Burial Offlcer, who buried the desd at this
place, repcrtad 156 dead Germans Just zn front of the hilke

AL 9‘ 30 PM the 2nd Battalxen, 9th Infantry was relieVed by two
Companies of the 2nd Engineers and moved to Pylone. Buring the night
- of October 9700, the Battalion moved back ‘to Navna,rln Farm and on the

10th left the sector, - °

Alfred C Arnold
‘ Gaptain Infantry_lf
CApril 27, 1920

x Map, Page 1l.



OPFRATIONS OF 36TH DIVISION WITH IV FRENGH

ARMY IN CHAMPAGNE

The 36th Division began its movement to Champagne from the 13th -
‘U.Sy Training Area (Headquarters at Bar~sur-Aube), on September 26, 1918
. wag placed under the orders of the French Group of Armies of the Center .
The movement was completed on September 29th and the Headquarters of the
division was metablished at Pocaney, | o

On October 4th, 1918, the division was placed at the disposition
of the 4th French Army, and in the same order one brigade was erdered te
the region of Suippes. Upon arrival there this brigade was placed in the
218t Fpench Corps and by them was assigned to the 2nd U.S. Division, On the
nisbt of October 6=7 this brigade relieved Thi :troops of the 2nd Division
then in line, An attack was ordered for October Bthe It way made under .
Unfaverable conditions, and although some fround was geined it was sub-
segiently abandoned, ‘ S T

~ The follewing are quotations from the Divisional Report: "The advance
of the 13rd Division (French) on the right flank was held up, thubi ex-
paeing the American tvoops to flank fire froem the right flank, *Ag the
French divisions on either side had been unable ‘o meke progress, no

- further attempts to advanee had been ordered for the nighta"

, At midnight October 9-10 the corps announced that information had
~been obtained from the priwoners which indiceted that the enemy intended
. 1o withdraw, On October 10 the command of the divisional secter passed te
the Commending General, 36thjDivision; the rest of the division having been
previously brought up behind the line. On this same day the corps informed
. the divisign that the 73rd French Division on their ri ght was advancing

end that the 36th Division should keap up with the division on its lefs
the 7th French Divigion, in case it a vageed. . o ¥ !

. At ebout 5 PM, the 36th Division attacked with but slight successs

The attaek was resumed the follawing day and met butulittle resistances

This progress is shom on Map No 14 By October 12 the advence had beceme

8 pursuit, The report of the 34th Division says the 73rd French Divisioa

on its right moved forward prededed by cavalyy patrole. The advanoce of thie
day is shown on the accompanying maps. In confdrmation with erders from the
21st French Corpd, the ground south of the Aisne Cananl was sleared om October
13th and e defensive position orgamiszed,

" On Obtober 18th the 21st Freneh Corps was relieved from line and the
36th Division was assigned to the 11th French Corpu, ‘

The 36th Division was relieved frem line between the 25th and-29th
of October, the reliéfzbeing completed on the 29th,y The period between
October 13th gnd Octeber 29th was spent by the division in patrolling and
making plans to cress the “isne River. During this period meny minor
. changesuin sector were made, all of these being shown on map No 1, The
division was relieved by the 22nd French Division,

This was the first time‘the 36th Divisien Wad ever been in action,

S JW



P,{, 36th Division
10 October 1918,

. ; 14 hours
| —S—
FIELD ORDERS ) . | I o

NO 6 )

MAPS: TAHURE ) :
ATTIGNY )1:20,000 .
JUNIVILLE)

1s It is reported that the enemy is withdrawing and covering .
his withdrawal by only machine gun nests. On our right the French 73rd
Division has progressed considerably and néew holds a line approximately
Eest and West about 1/2' km north of BEMONT CHATEAU and is still pros-
gressing, The French 7th Division on our left is advancing and has attained
an advance to & point about 3 kms northwest of ST ETIENNE, Our: Tist

_Brigade is in contact with the French divisions on right and left, The

- econtact with the 7th French Division is just: north of 5T ETIENNE. The

" Tist Brigade.is moving forward from px-esent lines to regain contact
with the enemy. . ;

2. Thls dlviblon wim attack and prograsa to +the same diatance
North as the Tth Division on the left, and continue to go f or ward
in liaibon with the 73rd F‘rench D:va:.on on the right, -

3.(a) Attack will be made at 17100 hour. The 2nd Brlgade will
make . the attack by passing thru the Tlst Brigade--the 143rd Infantry
on the rlght the 1441:}1 on the left ©

(b} Limits of D:.v:,s:.on. ' o
East Limit~MEDEA FARM (8-9-1-9)--Eastern edge’ of MACHAULT,J.ncl.
West, Lzmlt ST ETIENNE 1nclusa.ve-~Eastern edge COUROY excl-

el g,imental L:.mts" ' C
 Right, 143rd Infantry (Fast Resiment East L:Lml‘t—
East 1im1'bs oaf DlViSth sectort '

Left, 144th Infantry (West regzmﬁt)ﬂast l:.mt -
West l:c.nnts of Dw:.sxon sector.

. Boundary between regmenta.” ' T
~Northwest thru crossroads about 1-1/4 kms northeas‘b of ST
ETIENNE (Co=ordinates 265 .95-284, 9~Railroad and road crossing

about 2 kms south of MACHAULT on ST ETIENNE-*MACHAULT ROAD
(co-ordxna‘bea 264, 6-288.6)

Passage of Lmes' "
© Lirne occupled at 't:.me of pa.aSage by 7lst Brigade.

4.(2) INFANTRY.

_ Attack will be made by 72nd Infantry Brigade wi'th its two regi-
ménts abreast, Each regiment in three lines, one of itsbdttaliond in each.
line, each battalion écheloned in depth, During the advance, combat liaison
between the regiments of the 72nd Brigade will be provided by a mixed
dotachment, consisting of one platoon and two machine guns from each rogi=
ment under the command of an officer to be designated by the Brigade
Commander, On the right ofthe division sector provisions will be made
for flank protection. and combat 11&1aon with the 73rd French. Division, One
company of the 133rd Machine Oun Battalion and two companies from the
72nd Infantry Brigade will be designated for this purpose by the
Commanding General of the 72nd Infantry Brigede« Similarly on the left
two companies of ififantry from the 72nd Brigade and one company of machine
guns from the 133rd Machine Gun Battalion will be desizgneted by the Brigade
Commander to protect the left flank and to maintain. combat liaison with the
Tth French Division,

JW
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(b) DIVISION RESEBVE (Gen P, bmitwrth)‘

o
i »ﬁ’f

The 18t Brigade, 2nd anineex's and 13181, Machme’g’@
will constitute the Divisional Reserve.

{(e) ARTILLERY: : . IR
: The 2nd Field Artillery Brigade (Brwgadle" General Bowley,
comanding) will support the attacks

- (d) AVIATTON:
The infantry will stake out :.ts front 1.me at 11 00 AM and
4.00 PM daily and automatically, a nd when called for by infantry planes,
marked with one pennant on left wing, The 27th Aero Squadron assists the
Division by reporting progresa and location of fromt line by obserthxon
of art:tllery fire.
e) ENGINEERS: ©

X The -2nd- Ehginee*s mll be par*b of ‘hha reserve aud remaln in
: their present poerbi’an. o e i

. W
4 B

.,

(f) SIGNAX» TROOPS‘ cel TR e T ’ o
“yr o 5 {a). See’the plan b Lmison 36%&1 EMemn, 10tk Oc*hober ‘18.
- -5 (b} 5igmal detachments attashsd to Divigion tnd. Brlgade Pn¢-'9
~ mll prcv;de e chani eal’ has.sgn. Gon'manding Goenersl 72nd Infantry -
Brigad.e will provide for ridcessary communication by wire, visgal
and runner system within hisg brigade, :
(g) AXIS OF LIAISON:
‘ Boundary between regiments.

(h) RESERVE AF'TER PAS? AGE OF LINES~
The Tist Infaniry will be reo rggaized in depth in their .
present: positions-<141st on the rxght and.142nd Ianfantry oh the leftew e
and prepare. to .advance and suppdort the 7T2nd -Inf antry Brigade. The 2nd - ;,
Engineers and 131st Machme Gun Battalion mll remain in ’che:xr presan'b
positions, « » R

o (1) RESERVE' RATIONS will' bo- carmed in- haversack. Packs or rolls
will be piled .in organizations and Yeft under chafge of o guard and will
bs sent for leter by organization commanders *

Combat trains and rolling kitchens will folliow treops under
cover of darknesd.and. guzdes by personnel ffurm»shad by ’their respective

unit comanders.

Field trains undér direction of Bel I
Sanitary Trains: The Division Surgeon will make necessary
preparation for caring for sick and weundedc o »
Other adm:.nw‘bratzve mstructionu By G‘ul Sl
. .cJ Diviedon == <7 - ?,SWE I:?l ti .' -_.;.; T

G Ylat Brigade=<  Preséen beation -

10: ;Zmd Brigade--« First position; dugouts North ‘and West
of crogeroads SCHABEMKONIG (co-ord:.natea
of croasroads. 6814 . . ‘

. Ym, R. Smith,
Tt Major Gener‘al.‘

roer

DISTRIBUTION~ Through Bny a_nd oepax*ate Units. ;j'" .
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SPECIAL KEPORT OF TOUR IN i,»; o] OF‘ SEWNTY-E RST 'BRIG@EJ |

: 1. On October 3rd 1918 the 36th DlViSlon was bllleted
in,an area halfway between ERPERNAY and CHALONS-sur=MEENE, .
where it had been since about the 28th of September, Division
P.C. was at POCANCY; 7lst Brigade P,C, was at MATOUGUESm
units- of the brigade in the area south of MATOUGUES. ,,Aﬁ_kw'

2. on October gth a warning order received followed
by Field Order No 2, announced that -the 36th Div1sion was
transferred to the Fouxth French Army (General Gouraud) i
'In accordance with this order the 7lst Brigade and a. detach~
ment of the Field Signal Battalien were embussed in French:
trucks, embu531ng beginning at 20 00 ptclock October~4th. e
Debugssing atSUl PPES- was completed. October 5th. By 15:00¢ o clock
that day the troops were camped north and noertheast of: A
SUL PPES and SOMME-SULPPE, Brigade P.C. at SULPPES after noen
October 5th. This ‘move wag made in two echelons, the. truck’
train figst tdking up the 142nd Infantry ‘and the 132nd .
mechine gun Battalion, and returning. for. ‘the 14lst Infantry v
and the detgchment from the Field Signal Battalion., The Field
and combat trains marched firom the MAROUGUES area, leaving
a¥ 10:00 otclock Qctober 5th and joining - thelr organizatlon
at 11: 00 o*clock xhe next day.‘,,,ﬁh.‘_d RN E mm.s*r
3 Brw@ad;er General P. thtworth in command of . the f
- 71st Brigade,.on reporting %o Major General Lejeune, -
- .commanding: thg 2nd Division, at SOMME-PY. P.C. 2nd. ﬁivismon,
at 15:00 o'clock Dotobex. 5th. A1,°20:00 ‘that day this' advanced
echelon -of the Divisxon was put at. the disposal of. the 21stﬁ :
French Army Corps (Genera; Maulin) in wiich Corps was the =
2nd Division also. At 22:00 o’clock that ' evening Bt a conference
of General Lej&ne with Géneral Whitworth and:his regimental
commanders, General Lejepne announced that the"brmgade‘h
had been put at the dlsp081t10n of the-2nd’ va1sxon. ‘ag.a
result of which the commanding ganerel, “2nd' pivision decided
that the 71st Brigade would relisve- the 3rdand 4th
Brigades from the line the next night. The 2nd Division angEd
to supply the 71st Brigade with 1,000,000 rounds of . ealiber
.30, 4 hend.grenades per man, 1 V, B. grenade per man, and .
a supply of Jpyrotechnics. The 7lst Brigade would take over ..
the trench mertars, and 37 mm guns of the 2nd ‘pivision, as the
Brigade had. no animasls with which to haul up their mate:;al.
The 2nd Division would furnish them twenty-fiwe (25) Lo
trucks. At a coqference at Brigade Headquarters, ending qt o
3:00 o'cleck October 6th, General Whitworth ordered his -
‘Brigade te proéeed to the wvidinity of NAVARIN FARM, midway .
between SOUALIN and SOMME~PY, te arrlve there b&-lé 00 o!cloek
that afternoon. S ]
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' Whitworth wanted the tamks to precede the infant

P P
4, The Brigade P.C. was established in a German dugout on
 the forward slope of HILL 210, at POINT 268,7+280.7, on the
afternoon of October 6th. This location was within 1§00 meters of
~ thé front line at that time, but had good observation. The front
line at the *nt of the day was 500 meters south of ST ETIENNE on
the left, thence due eastt for two kilometers, thence ecurving to the-
scuth to a point 400 meters north of MEDEAH FARM. The 142nd Infantry
. was to relieve the 4th Brigade, Marines, on the left, andthe 141st
Infantry was ijo relieve the 3t Brigade, consisting of ‘the 9th and
 23rd Infantry, on the right. It was arranged that guides would meet
the 7lst Brigade that evening at SOMME-PY, to lead them into
~ position, but conmsiderabls delay was caused by our regiments not
finding the guidee promptly, as the latter had sought shelter in dug-
outs to esvape-from the shelling. T he relief of the 4th Brigade ,
by the 142nd Infaniry was completed at 3:00 o'clock), that of the 3rd
Bri_gade by the 141st Infantry at 3:20 o'clack, The 2mirFede Brigade
g .‘(V'Br.;gadiar General Bowley) was left in line t0 act as our Divisional
ertillery whilé we were in lineé., Attached ta it was the third group
of the 341st French Artillery (155 Howitzer), and the 29th Regiment
-of motoriged 75's French), . = = o e
L \ ' ; S
L PRETEEE R A A N T ' ‘}\5«“.
5+ During the Bay of October Tth there was comtinmual shelling
_of the 7lst Brigade P,C. After conference of the Commanding Cenersl
of the 2nd Dividion with®ereral Whitworth and his regimental
and machine ghn battalibn commanders, a warning order for &n ettack.
the next mornihg im the direction d¢f MACHAULT {inclusive)-- ,
CAUROY (émzusive?,g was, issued at 19:45 o#clock Octeber Tth, The Tist
Brigede F O #3 was issued at 3:00 o'clock on the morning of the fth
. The Tlst Brigade F.0, having been r,_eceive'd' two ho‘uf’r{:, earlier.

6. The parallel of departure was gi¥en in orders as the road.
57 DTIENNE--ORFEUTL, but later svents indicete that the take-off
was framihe line deseribed in paragraph 4, The capture of the tomm
of ST ETIENNE was ordered to the be effected by 2 Ba‘t‘balion.of .
'Marinés, which was mcting as commbat liaison en our.-left. Thwabatzalxon
" of marines was relieved on the night October 9f10. The 2nd ?B 3'radé
Battalions of light tanks (Brench) were attached to the Jist Brige

ro 4 he . pibin tanks to each regiment, General
vefore the attack, gibing about 25 : ey, bt the tenk

V ».W“ insisted that they should follow the first waves of the

E + ‘s | Y t
‘infantyy, which they did, and in wheih position they were of little

use, as thpy were soon Yeft behind. It wags” very di'ffi:u:;:;e};:;?
1‘ih;s of communication epen gt this time ¢n ac?gou?;;mam  hea
~ ‘shelling on the ferward slope of the hill anﬂd‘__ox‘l the = ‘
SOMME-PY ~MAZAGRAN During the afternoon and n:gslighh et
snemy infantry and maehina'%:n :cgg:grwgzhve;i i PEPH |
rigade atbe 5515 0 M e v Battalions
‘iﬁﬁiﬁyﬁaﬁﬁdﬁgé aféafthe 142nd Infagi;:rh; n,a t?z&gﬁ;ﬂe Ny ernge,
3 roce :
echeloned 1:; %;ﬁzh. The attack was P o Y poed of 100 meters in
and was ACCOM

ed by a rolling barrage e

faur minutes, which however, gtarted several hundred meter ’
su R

ta the nortie ‘

rav



I1I,

due to the mistake in the para.llel of iieparture, A heavy hostne
counter=preparation was put down just before "H' hour, but did little
harm as aur supports had been placed well forward in antic:.pation of-such
actien by the enemy, By 5:45 o'clock the first wounded and pri¥oners came
~ in te Brigade P.C. During the attack the front lines was advanced about a
kilometer, to a line just north of ST EITENNE=-CEMETERY~POINT 52,35-60.
3900 middle of Square 73~-POINT 33 .34. Our first line had reached the
creek northeasﬁ of ST ETIENNE, but had been driven back by counterw .
attack. Liaigon was very hard to maintain during. the action, Bery ex~
aggerated reports of casualties ‘ware: recelved at: Bra.gade P.Cs. There
was @n enemy counter attack on our: right but, this was repulsed. Enemy‘
resistance consisting of artlllery a.nd machine g\ms was very heavy during
this éntire aetwn. ' R et .

- 14 The T3ird Division ( rench) (Ganeral Lebocq) on ourt right was
able to progress slightly.. The' commender. of the Tanks aperating with the 7181:
Brigade and ‘afti-tank mifles which Bpposed them, .and to & ‘tack of
lizison with the mfanwy. Due t¢ a combination.ef over—enthusnaam and-
- laek of iiaison with She. um.t 8+ Brigade got into the- firgt Yine during
the sdghbk, thus 1eav:.ng only one live of’ troopa between - thé enemy . and 2
Brigade P.C, In answer to a request ‘the 2nd Division sent up one batialion
of the 2nd Engineers in support of each regiment Orders were issued .
from Bragade P Cy for a reorrramza.tmn to be ma.cie dur ing’ the night 8-9. T
- The summary of Intelligence of ‘fhe 2niDivision,noon Qctober 8th to nown
v Datober- 9th, eredited the 7lst Bmgade wi*bh the capture of 381 prisonez-a,
includa.ng 14 officerse A0 . RS e

. 8 .The 7th Divisioh (French) on the left of the 7lst Brigade wad
hsld up in its’ adivance but eontaet was maintained &t all times. Combat ;
liaisen was maintained on our right by one battalion of the 9th Infantry and
on the left by a'bmktalzon of marines. Both groups mm'ﬁaaned e,t~all times
contact ‘with the French rlght and left flanks, 0T woea L
9 Lipt of casualt:.ee of the Mat Brigade cannot e given, as the
o Br:lgac;e Gome.ndeb has 2t no. tine bean s.ble *to promxre an accurate list,

10. October 9-t.h was spent mostly in an attempt 't 0 locate a.ll units
“of the Brigade, as officers were apparently unable to locate on the map their
position on the ground, A sergeant of the 23rd " Infantry and severdl
" N.CoO's of the 2nd Enpineers were able to give valuable assistance. General
Whitworth ordered that ‘sketcehes of loeations of. atl units be submitted
to Br:.gade PG By 7:00-0'elock Oc’nober loth. o R T :
o 11, At about midnight October 9-10 “t:l'ae 71st Brige.de receivced'
ah erdér from the 2nd Division to advance their line te include the
islet of trenehes 1200 meters north of ST ETIENNE, so. as to protect the
right flank of. the 11th Army Yorps on’ ‘their left. The line was adw
Y b.ncad to the ereek nertheast. of towm, but was thhiven ‘back: from the
+Yatter position by. HoE. and gas shellmg, which Bpparently . I*'Me:fdea
“counter attack, which latter however never matarialized, "At this mt’z
5120 o clock, O ctober 10th, the Commanding" General, Tlst. Brégadeihgz n
one company of the 18t battalion of the 1¥4th Infantr? to. 8 r9ﬁ§ oF the
 tthis part of the line, October A0th at 10300 © cloclscmghg c;m:ﬁ: 36th
" Digdaben sactor passed to Majer Genoral William R, Smit d° sed by Chief
v pivision, At  13:35 hours Octoher 10%th this Brigade was & v;d Dy e e
" of Staff that the French Division on eaoh flank had adzgn:hex;} ot this
Brigede should take up. the advance so as %o keep up V{i o3 8 soon 89
time also stated that the Brigadg (’{1%) would be ra iev

ssued to regmezrte of this
n effert could do sa. These orders were i f
':‘:’r;;ade and: contact maintained with the enemys V ery little a&vanc
however, was made.
hE '
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© FLé1a'Order No 6, 36th Division dated 10 October 14 o :

‘ ‘clock was

. recéived, which msnered the ‘?Rnd Brigade to,
: Bt igade a:h AT ;, gt ?g;s thrpugh the’ ?ls'bv

'Oétober IZth“ recéived Field Or k A :
der No-d; dated 1:00 ° L
L cléck Oc’cober 12th whxch ordersd the 'Zan Bngac'le to continue the why

”Dimsianal
mat e dls'bance ‘

r 3 th., .Received Fi _a rdef No’ 9, which directpd
. ) sotor aleng the iver

: : over ‘of this ‘sector s*dane: durmg ‘the iiig At G et :
'“over :tms sector 11. relieved part of the ’mnd f(ﬁxnerican). Br

‘kzt‘ possible end to
_}merrts shouléd~ i
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These men gave information that their battalions had only three

infantry companies of about 30 men each, and.that their rolling

. kitchens were 20 kilomefers north of the river, The 142nd Infantry

made three attempts to cross the canal this day, but were repulsed by
snipers south of the river *There was intermitient shelling on VAUX

and ATTIGNY, \ :

19, On October 15th the ~Br-ig‘ad'es were ordered to repert on what
material there was near the river ‘suitable for bullding bridges over
the canal and river The Tlst Prigade reported that there wére many
felled trees Whbweerithe canal and- the river and thek there was some

lumber in the neighborhood of the sugar.factory.

20s  October 16the'There was intermittedt shelling im ATTIGNY. There
. was 1ittle airtactivity . Several patrols were turned back by machine

gun fire. A patrol of ths 142nd Infantry however crossed the river half

a kilometer east of ATTIGNY after dark dhis day and’ brought back two
prison,ers;‘ ’. : . R T ‘ e ‘\.»,U,.T; '

21, On Octeber 27th, Memorandum No 4 ‘was issued, prescribing foure
tagsgliefs for Battalions; a Battalion relieved from the front line
woula drop back to reserve, then to support, and so on. Battalions
in Brigade Reserve were to.be stationed in-FAUVRES. Division Reserves

was to consist of the 131st_Machine Gun Battalion about one kilometer
south of DRICOURT, .and one Battalion from each ; rigade , one of these
" Battalions 0 be in ST REMY, the other in barracks Balfway between ST
REMY and PAURVRES. Machine guns Bullet#n No 5, was issted 'putt-ipg:the
six Regimental and Brigade machine gun companies on ome roster in each

 Brigade, only the one company on duty witl the fromt line battalien

-~ of gachfregimenfb. to. be under tge orders of the}{ieglmeptal Bomgxan?er.
PGy TFst Brigade was changed from VAUX to PAUAVRES o 'accogpsugd
shelling in the latter place. Training Memorandum No 5. was 168U/ lons
directing that a certain amount of training be pursued by battalions
in peserve, T o L e
22, October 18th. Message ordered that the Tlst Brigade to tzke
over part of the 72nd Brigede sector by extending its western boundary

‘appr : ' ‘ 1o night 20+21 October.
approximately 500 meters, this to oceur on the night 28 2] “etober,
,;(:pin the ociugation of our sector the troops were ndt yet euhelzgﬁg

in sufficient depth, Memorandum No 5, October 1.8th, again prea;r sa ke
the division of the sector into outpost, support and rege?e rélllzt;r he
1ineé of resistance was the zone as,préViouslyﬂ.announveﬁ.§ .’hef”_ lid the!:)ce
erest of Hill 167, near contour. 120 from CHAMPENOISE to VAUX and Bhe
southesst to COULOMES-et«MARQUENY: . : L

23, October 19th, No activity other than spadmo ‘ | |
along bhigete sector, Two enlistod men of the Second Sattalion 142nd
Infantry meported wounded by shrapmels |

JW
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| 244" "October 29ths Shelling along entire brigade sedtor, also
in the ®ichnity of VAUX-CHAMPAGNE, Patrols sent out from 342nd '
Infa_ptry reconnditer ‘cites for bridge crossings; turned back on account
of enemy machine gun fire and eniperss - o : cT .' 7

25, October 21st, Enemy machine zuns and snipers activie. Enemy

- artillery very active between the hours of 1:00.4n 3:30, Villages of
VAUBOURG and AT’)‘;IGNY shelled, On tWis date a patrel from the 141st Infantry
ook a'position just suth of the river where it bends furthest to the

~nobhh, " a kilometer east of ATTIGNY . This patrql lgmy in hiding all day

 end returned after dark bringing information as to the location . -
of.five machife guns; two light and one heavy battery of artillery,
which infermation was given to the artillery,

26, Yctover 22nd, Spashodic shelling of front lines positions,.

. Pgtro)’ from 142nd Infantry rushed by superior force of enemy who
wounded ‘three- of -patrol, two of woundeéd being captureds Urderp received
from 36th Division for & sideslip bo the east, in which the Tlst

 Brigade was to relieve the 73rd Division. The reliefs to be made during

" the night 22-23, '

..+ 2Ty Ogtober 23rd, Ponsiderable enemy machine gun activity ‘during
" the night ._?:f.dekslipping as per orders of yesterday successfully com-

. Pleteds Four men wounded and oné’killed in Third Battalion 142nd Infantry,
" and one wounded in 141st Infantry, The commanding genersal ¥lst Brigade

 directed to° prepare plans for crossing river, and attacking with a first

" objective of ALLAND'HUY~CHARBOGNE-ST LAMBERT-MONT de JEUXwsecond
‘objective ECORDAY-SUZANNE, . _ - -

. .28¢ October 24th, Heayy machine gun and snipers fire along the
whole firomt of 'ghe,briga’de sector, Artillery activity very lighte The
~eommander 7lst "rigade dimected to prépare plans for the occupation
of FOREST FARM, to take place on night 26«27, and to submit said plass
by noon October 25th, : o

28, October 25th, Very little infantry activity, Artillery
_activity increased. Our patrols very active securing inf"érmation relative
to FOREST FARM and TRANCHEE-du-FOREST, . =~ . S

30, October 26th, Infaniry and machine gun activity of enemy
somewhat décreased, Enemy drtillery fairly active as a result of the
splashing of mustand gas shells, caused 30 casualties, and two from
inhaling, total 33. Patrols very active seouring information for
attack night October 27th, T o Lo -

' 31. At 16330 o'clockon the 27th, the 7lst Brigade executed
successfully its attack on FOREST FARM. The attack was made by one

battalion of each regiment, Parallel of departure, theroad ATTIGNY-
ROCHE=rvad running east to river, was left at %6:30.£A1§arg§ g;n;.

c¢entration of artillery made 20 minute preparation, followe : ,
rolling barrage, The ogjectlm‘e, POINT 3722~FOREST FARM«POINT 6211, wes reach-
ed in a little over hald an hour and immediately organizeds atrols.

advanced and cleardd up most of the ground between the objective . .

and RILLY~aux-QICE, Detailed report of this operation attached, This night
the support ‘and reserve battalions of the 141st and 142nd Infantfies

were relieved by the 22nd Pivision (Franch)_.

\ the Command ‘ o0 the Commanding
32, October 28th. Command of the sector passed t :
General‘Zan' Uivision at 8:00 o'chock. The 71ist Brigade P,C, and
' Headquarters were relieved and moved to SOMME-PY, . ;

Jwo
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33+ Dotaber 29th. Fromt line battaliohs of the Tist Prigede
, wera’.rol'iaved on the riight-28th-29th October, thus complet ing o
the reliéfzez;the entire Brigade. : "

34, During the entire o erations ¢f this Brigade, relati
 between t!lze' French units and nql: brigade we’ﬁ:::?‘ txl;:g;::%‘rﬁ:tzons
presentatives from the 73rd Pivision personally visited my P.C.and gave
me at all times informetion as to their movements, The French Divisions
on our left did .iikeﬁse to the Commanding Officer of the 142nd Infantry.

35. I do notifeél that my brigade played axiy important part over

that of the Freneh during the operation of October 8th, but as to the
operation of FOREST FARM, personally I feel that the French Pivision

that occupieéd thia séctor prior to the time that we sideslipped, could

‘hev eap easily teken this position as we did, and from the results of this
operation, X feel that thiu Brigede pidyed a far more important part tham did
the French , The Fremch had made at ldast one attack on this position

and had failed te take ite ' : '

364 Ay to the.relative efficienty of our trodps compared vo those
with whom we w¥re serving, I will say that I did nd yhave a ehance
te.observe them work except from the viewpoint of results attained, ,
The ST ETIENME fight was the first time that my brigade was under fire
and they went in and relieved a unit at night under heavy shell fire
and made the attack forthe first thme: It was a faet that our right
f1ank advanced farther tthan the French and our lisison combat group
(v battalion),. 9th Infantry) hed topreject our exposed flank due to failure
of French to advance. I do not believe that the resistance the Fremeh

met was stiffer than what we ancounterfds In this inetancado:r 5;6“
troops showed up better than theirss At the FORBST FARM and in the
vteigity of-%&TT!I)GNY I think our troops, after having had the ex= .
périence at 5T ETIENNE were better than the Frenchs

¥ hore no real diffi nich exese due to :
3 Theré. were no real dxffzculties whieh |
diftere;u of language excapt small thingsnpd the loss of time spent in

uwse of interpreters which were 1iberally furnished,

P o Whitworth,
CIW Brigadier, Generals | |

i



" of (halons-surelarne, where i

~ SECOND DIVISION HYSTORY :

S i Upon withdrawal from the Blanc
+ . moved by ‘edsy -stages #o ‘the Vide

.- The FourthBrigade was ‘placed at the disposal ¢

. (French) on October 19th, and on’Deto 21at

lieve the 72d Division (French) -
‘the rélief were cowntermandsd ‘the
cwag’ returned to the Second Division

with the Fourth French Atmy and as

", Movement to ‘the First Amy front was started on October 23d,
The Division passed through St. Mennehould,les Islettes and the Argonne
_ Forest; concentrating in and around Exdrmont, It was a part of the Fifth
AT Gorps, camiended by Major-General Swaseralls, ... o . . o

Yo The fs‘ec’omt5fEr‘xgi:;eeleéffm;Séc Field Artillery Brigade weras »
not relieved fram duty with thae 86th 1ivist on.until Octoben 27the28th,
They had been fighting for 27 successive days and when:relieved to ToL
Join the Second Division had to travel 90 kilometers; . the. greater part
Of the-distancs under.fire, In two. days, in order to'support the Division

in the great attack which was to be lamchod on November lst; They accon.
‘plished this trememduosly diffioult task and at U2 hours. (2130 AM),
~~November 1st, all the batteries of the brigade were ix posit ion and
firing, and wire~cutting platoons from the Engineers were with al) the
‘abtacking companies. of Snfantry, © oo Lo nh GRon

" Noverber 1st, at. 5:30. A, the Division attacked on'a fromt of
~four kiloneters, having as initial cbjectives the towns of St. George

and Landres-et~St,. George and the Bois Hazois; thess three ‘eoints
 sonstibuting the principal centexs. of wesi stance in-the powerful posi-
‘tions known as the Kreimheld Stellung. The attack was ppeceded by two

: hours. of preparatory fire, delivered by three brigadss ‘of field artillery,
-the First, Second and Sixty-geventh, aiad by several heavy batteries of
corps and amy artillery. The Second Ddvision was 4n line with the Eijut-

éefoh Division on its left and Bighty-niinth on its right,
CHYL/ temad,
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Previous attacks had revealed the strength of the German
positions, particularly in the neighborhood of Landres-et-St., George
and 8t, George, The enemy was occupying strongly fovtified trenchies
and had fought desperately to hold them, The difficultias of tlLe
attack wers fully appreciated by the entire Divisi on; in fact

it was expected that the figm. would be even more bitter than the bﬂttle
of Blanc Mont. ‘

Everything possible to assure succeas was done. The artillery
concentration was tremendous, grea.ter than in any other drive in which
the Division had participated, The barrage was to be intensified by ine
direct fire from several battalirms of machine guns, machine gun
nests were to be dejuged with high explosive fram the artillery and
thosphorous bembs from trench mortars,dnd a large number of American-
manned tanks were to support the attack. All plans were worked with the
utmest care and were thoroughly mdarstood by everybody. Recomuaissance
had been thorough and all offiaera ware fmi liar with the terrain over
which they were to advance, - b

Completing the relief of the Fddyy-Second Divi aion on the night

of October 3ist~November lst, the infantry regiments-of the Second
; Divieion were in pesition at the jumpeoff line at 2 AM,y November lst,
--.The Pourth Brigade, wpth the Fifth Regiment, Marines, on the right and
.- -¥he Sixzth Marines on the left, Junpdd off on an east and west line one

~ kllometes south of 8%, George, statting on.a front of two kilometers,
o The Ninth Infantry supported the Marines. The !ﬁ'wantyuthird Infantry,with
- Wwp battalions in' lns, Jumped off ‘on & northeastwsouthwest line in '

- frent of Cote ‘dé ‘Ghatillon, about ons kilemeters south of Landreset
- 8%, George. The iission of the Twentywthird was the capture of Landresw
., etuStGeorgs Bois Haddis and Bois de 1'Epasse,advancing three kilemeters

‘to the line bf the first objective, where it would be pinched off
between the Fifth Marines and Eig:tyunin'ch mvision. whosa 1ines
‘ convergad on the firat objective. S .

: The awac“k develqped pracisely aa planned. tha mfantry follow-
ing the barrege and hioldiug their directien perfectly, in spite of an
extremely dense fog. St, George and Landres-et-St,Geaxge were: captured

.4n less than an hour and the ‘attack pushed swiftly to the Leights of .

;BBrricourty Resistence in’the Beis desfiazeis was very stubbomn, the

- enaty machine gunners and artillerymen f£ighting bravely until: they

. ‘were killed, At 7:30-AM, the wood was completely cleared of the enewy,
;,3‘9"“ hiad the dndaptry of the Seocond Divieion advanced hehind a barrage of

 $ud wonderful precision and deadly effect. Spidndid service was ren~
Cﬁé*ed by the tanks, not only 4n the remzqtian of strong po.'mts but ulso
dm the dapwra of eneny baweriea. R .

At 8 30 AM. ‘the I)ivision Lad gainad its first objective, exactly
or3 schedule, The Eighty-ninth, swinging forward with similar desh, had
convergsd w:lth the Fi £l Marines and a.t 9 AM. the a.d.vance was resumed.

Aft.er passmg the ﬁrst ob:}ective line the Marine Brigade geator
waus widened to. three kileristére and ineluded the towns o f Tandreville,
Chennery and Bayonville, T:e Marines éncountered little serious resis-
tance after passing the Freya Stellung, exzcept at tandreville and Hill
339: ,Than two poin‘as wWers stoutly hel«l; but they were quickly over run,

P
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C At 2'30 PM bhe Fom'hh Brs.gade ha.d reached its fmal objeotz Ve
and strorig patrols were pushing through the Bois de la Folie to the ex-
Pleitation line. Eneny resistance in' the Fol:e woods proved to be jore
substantial than expectsd. I-‘ire from machine gung. and: art:.llery was
heavy, and from stateuwents of prisomers it was learned that fresh

troops had been thrown in to oppyse the advance, To attempt was made
to advance ‘the lme beyond. the 73my o‘b;}ective on. uhe night of November
13“" o i $ £ ) .

SO Duri_ng the day, November ; “ the ‘I‘hird Brigade took aver tha
front ifne and thgt night advanced the-line to thie Novart-Fosss road,

o advancing three kilometers. This advance was the. first of a series of‘

advance guard fomation, stole éi:lent.ly through the ZBois de 1& Falie,
gaming a position in rear of Boche -batteries which were still firing
inip Bayonvillei Small partiss of intrep-ld gcouts” preceded theé colums,
disposmg of the Boche sentries with such quiet efficiency that the main
body of the enemy remained in: complets, ignorarice of their predicament
until the next morning, when they were: cuptured én.tlhieir way to breakfast,
Many. of themg running into-the rear. guards of the Ivmth and, Twenty-third
_.fled back towards their support f:cont lme ¥ only to encounter the Marines
o advancing in support. S

L Fosse a.nd Nouart were mopped up at da,y‘oreak and the ’mird

- Br.igade continued. its advance towards the Bois de Belval, An advance
of nearly four kilemeters was’ ‘effected, and at. noontime, Woveémbe £ 3d,
. the two regiments were digging #n on a line’ running southeast from Vaux-
‘en~Dieulet to le Champey Bas,:In twelve hours the brigade had “pone« ,
trated tle onemy line to & depth of six kilometers, accemplighing thig
wiih very little artillery support and with slighit' casualties. Enemf
" machine guns and: artillery had been: captured a,nd. dest@ray’ with
rifle and. auxili ary ams alone. : " : Sl

: Up ta thxs time tLe at .ack ha.d been res:lsted by seven German ‘
dw:s.\ons, the 15th Bavarian Division and the 18th, 28th, Blst, 41st,
52d and 88th Divisions, Priscners from all of thLese’ ‘organi t:laps had.
been so disputed as to lose all integrity of organization, A’
collap.se cf the German xorees wes.t of the Meuse a.ppea.red mminent.

_ On November :Sd, howeve}* the eneny reszstance st:ffemd.
Oﬂnsiderably, particularly in the southern edge of the Bois' d.a Belva.l-
Several small counter-attacks were lawiched against the Third Brigadé
and the Boche batteries opened very heavy harassing fire, It was
apparent that, unlese the Bois ds ‘Balval could be geized by & maneuver ,
similar to the one of the preceding niglt, the cdpture of the woods would
involve very heavy fighbing. Accord. ngl_y, th ‘e T"nrd. Br;gade waa ordered
to. contirxue the advance, e ) S

: Irmned.zately a,:ter dam :he troo;ps saarted forwa.rd. errployim,
the tactics which had succeeded s3 remarkably the night veforey: With
the Ninth Infantry leading the entire hnigada marchee along the
Beawmont road, The night was very dark and a heavy yain was falling,”
making it fairly easy to slip through without being observed, and all
enemy sentries were quietly rendered "hors de combafyt before they
could give the alarm, No resistance was encountered wntil the advance
guard reached the la Forge Ferme, This was cleared wufter a few mxnutw
of sharp flght:’mg and the column ‘moved rapidly forwsrd,

OAT, brad,
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At 11 PM November 3d the advance units of the Ninth were firmly estube
lished in the northern edge of the Bols du Sort Gerache, with their
- PoC, located in the main building of }a Tuilerie Ferme, where, less
than one hour before, a German division camander and Ius sta.ff had
been drawing up plans for resisting the attack which they expected
the Americans to make the fo:!.lowing day. The Twenty-third had a
 similar experience at Beausejour Ferme, capturing. the. general's.
) a.utomc'bilo. but not. the general. At dayhreak, ‘Novermber 4th, the Third

Biigade was, hold.ing the line of heights 1ess tha.n two kilmeters south
of Baamgnt. : ’ I T L

e Whi‘.\.e the Third Briga.de was maving on. Beaumont, tha Fifth
Marmes struck off through the Bois du Dieulet and advanced up to the
_ Parm deBelle Tour, establishing llaisen with the Ninth Infantry and
_stretching in a-southeasterly direotien through the Toret de Dieulet to
_connect with the 89th Division, Thus, on the evening of Novexber 4th the
Division wds holding & line of six Lilameters. ruming southeast from a
¥oinb one kilemeter west -end north of Beausejour Feame. (asualties
during tlLe dey had been hisavier than on.any day aince November lsts -
German batteries and machine gun west and north of Beaumont mainta.ined
terrific fire all day- long and their batteries mesed ¢n the he:.ghts ,
, edst of the Meyse were able to fire with deadly accuracy, Reports ine -
1. dacated, hLowever, that. the German forces were retreating acroas the
Meuse with all poseidble speed, and on the night of November 4th the
) gwentyuthircl Infantry 1eap~frogged the Ninth Infantry and pushed on
_ towards the river, One battalion moved straight east to the Bois de la
‘Vache and then north to letanne, Another battalion seized the heights
east and northeast of Beaumont, the colwun striking squarely inte, and
scattering widely, a colum of German infantry marching out of Beaymont.,
Letenne and Beaumont were mepped up at daybreak November: 5th and nearly
two hundred prisemers captured, Patrols from Twenty-third Infantry and
Fifth Marines reconnoitered the lMouae £rom Pouilly to a point two
kilometers mrth of. Letamne, finding that the Germans had destroyed wll
'tha hr:ldgea and were holddng atrongly on the aast ba.nk of r.he riven

: The Ninth Infantry mad.e anotl;er Jump on the mght of Nevem‘bar
sth—-ﬁth snpping through the Boche lines to la Sartelle Fam in- the
Bois de I'Hospi ce, the Bois de Fond de Jimon and Villemontry, en advance
of five kilometers, Very iittle resistance was encountersd, the move
being undertaken:largely for the protection of the right flank of the
26th Imfantry af the First Divi sioni This regiment passed through the
Second Division 1ines that nights shriking in & northerly d.ireétion
tawa.rds Seda.n. ) , .
From November Gth tu November J.Oth the activsty of tha Division
waa limited t0 a vigorous patro 1ling of the Meuse and the preparations
- for the crossing of the river. The tovm ot Ta mubourg (Mouxon) was
' OGGnPiad. Gin i : TR

'I‘HE CROSSING O’i' ’IHE WUSEr '

. A crossmg of the Meuse was orderad for. the mght of Noveraber_ ‘
' 10th-.11ths The atteck order called for a crossing near Mouzon and one
‘near Letame and placed the commandéng general of the Fourth Brigade
in chargé of the operations, with the fouowing special Yroops et his
'd:.sposal° - , .

. Aol A L
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!‘ourth Machine Gun Battanm.
o ‘Companies A and B of the Second Engineers. augnentod by
_ cempanies C and H of the Ninth Infantry. _‘ o v

Company D of the Firat Gas Regiment. el

k11 available artillery, -

'All available signal troops, = . - o . '

One regiment was to cross in the v:cinity of Mouzcn and one
-batvalion, together with one battalion frem the 89th Division, was te
cross in'the vicinity of Letanne, Zero hour-was t¢ he 8 FM, The Sixth
Marines, with the third battalion of the Tiftl tarines, were designated
as the Reugon: force, and the first bBattalion of the Fifth Marines ag the
~ Letanne ferce, Later it developed that thLe battalion from the 89tk

' Division weuld not arrive in time to be: ‘properly instructed, ahd the

second battalian of the Fafth Marines was substituted on the Letanne
force.

So we came to the dramatic last fight of tha second mvismn :
- -in the great war. Eistorians 'will record it as but ‘one of the countless
 minor feate of skill and, daring, and yet already hLave our best story
-writers immortalized this crossing of the: Meuse, ‘The difficulties
" of the:task that confronted this.-small band of Yanks when the end 0f
the hell-fight was almost at hand, made thie situation peculiarly tragic
and Lieroic, . Probably. never Yefere had any wiits of the Secend mvisi on
f‘aaed a few hours so full of vital conaequences. _

: o The cuus. of. t«h:s laat axploit fell upon the ahoulders of -

~the two companies of the Engineers, The problem was the ‘censtruction
“and maintenance of:bridges across the Meuse, Given the means.of crossiug
the river and of maintaining a line of cormmumication rearwurd and ‘'twas
Just a nasty Job for the intrepid Marines. The Meuse-a beautiful, ‘
‘whispering stream, it Las been called; but, for military purpeses,

‘@ mqst effective obstacle, sixty yards of water too deep to ford -had to
~ be ‘nridgad, whlle the rocky slopes o¢f the far side swarmed with fear-
 fully expert machine gunners, and the wooded Leights beyond, which =
vcomand.ed. the valley, hid tlie comtless batter:es of an enpeny at baye

The telling of the story is am;:le if we leave out. ‘tre d.sta.ils
o ef. prepara.nom A mere mention will do of the tests and drills. in the

;. Champagne :sector that gave the. Engmeers two companies of: footbmdge
';;.:l_ﬁbuilders»for they do not Just Lappen~~of the. construction of the raft

. sections in Beaumont, six kilometers back of the river, of thLe trens-

-porting. ‘of these sections by wagon. train on. the evening of November 1Oth
to mthin ‘400 yards of the waterls edge-»how tle Mpuleskinners® bleseed
 the fog tha.t Yad settled protectmgly over the valley-but from that point,

well--the work of assembling had hardly begun on the flat by the river

s;de when a suspicious Heinie sent up a rocket and the fireworks started.

/ ‘l’he Huns irmediately laid down a violent comter~artillerv
‘and machine gun barrage along the entire river fromt, Their fire near
Mouzon was particularly deadly aid blotted out all attempis to throw
bridges across, Continued efforts were made by the Engineers througliout
the night, but the bridges were destroyed by direct hits from the enemy
artillery as fast as they were rut dow., and the Mouzon force returned
to its original pesition in the ‘Bozs-du-Ford—-de-leon before dawrl,

Ps
)
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I ’
Ce word that all was. well, and the kmeeling figures arose ctmge'ther and
- marched toward the water; As sach manls raft rentered thé. siream he

‘nitter, but sa.ved the brzdges. . ; o e st

e6.

W e

The letanne force was more fortunate, Heinis had only a
suspieion,no definite knowledge or clew, and so the fire was conw
centrated, not on the river and flat, but upon a roadway that paralleled
the flat near the peint chosen for the bridge sites, and on the area
leading to the roadway, This made the approach of the Marines exceedingly

v v'.‘. - ‘.

When the fzrst Marine& filed. silently out .on. the flat, -they

found two completed footbridges, a dry dock as it were, rest:.ng perpens-
dicular to the waterfs edge,’ They‘ were: ‘some two hundred “yards apart,

~ On each side of each bridge crouched a line of tense figures, wwaiting

the signal for the launching, The sections were all securely laghed to-

. gether and the la.st d.etail he,d been carefully arranged.g .

...... p'\".

RN, i 'I'he s:gnal followed the @ppearance of the* x‘irat Mariha and his

' ,’;-,relaased his.hold end, turning to the right. and lextataepending on his

+ :slde of the bridge--tmotted to-shelter, Ope man paid But A’ rops attached to
» the feremast rafi and anchored the. bridge againit: the reurrent} one man

rode the leading raft to make it fast to the further shore, fasetly
and with cloglc-like precision until the frail structure had reached mide

_— s’sream. The mackine gun ‘oullats ati 11 sa.ng hamlessly overhead.

Then & Ia.shing ana.pped and one bridge threatened to close hke a

| '1Ja§k~h1:\fe. The .lone anchor man was pulled inte the stream ‘and a catas-
..trophe.was iwmminent, In this crisis the resourceful sergesnt in charge

pulled a spare . lashing from somewhére about his person, ¥ushed out on
the dnsteady span and reppired the ‘bread, The bridge agam moved. 'r‘orward.

~with only four mimtes lost by the accident,

These feour minutes, plus the additional no;se ca.usad. by the break

‘and-its repair , was, however, all the warning needed by a vigilant Boche

ratrol, and no soéner had the bridge been mads fast on the enew shore than

' kit was covered by an: impasszble machine gun fire.

No ma.rrmg incident befell tne work of the sec.ond bridga gang,

- and seven minutes after the'launching-» a record time--& thin line of

) Viarines Liad started. over it undetected, Provably the d.xscovery of the

' firet bridge was in reality an aid to the enterpri se, for thé Leathernecks

had surprised and silenced all of the Boche' in ttie Jmed:late area before

o they became aware of the second. bridge‘

Two ‘na.ttalions of the Fifth Marines were on the ea.sc bank at

11':30 Fi, They immediately started to advance through the Bois diAlma
' Gisers, cleaning up'machine gun nests, Strong rasisbance held ther until
daylight, Then, with a battalion of the Ninth Ini‘antry following in

‘suppert, they advanced through the Bois d'Almwa Givors and the Bois de

' Fldviars, and at 10 AM November 1lth, had gained their objectives, Ex-

Ploitation patrols started forward, but were reealled when instructions

tor cease f:ring at llAM were recezved.
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Between November lst and MNowember llth, the Second Division
advanced 32 kilometers, capturing St, Georges, Landres-et~St, George,
Landreville, Chemery, Bayonvills, Fosse, Nouart, Beaumont, Letanne
and Vidementry, winding up with a brilliant c¢rossing of the Meuse,
One thousand seven hundred and twelve prisoners, from ten enemy
divisions were captured, The November lsé advance of nine kilemeters .
‘through enemy positions, herectofore considered impregnable, was a
remarkable exploit, For the first time during the war the German High
Cormand admitted officially that their lines had been brokens

Weather conditions made the advance difficult and the men
suffered many Bardships in the rapid movements in cold rain ever roads
that were quagmires of thick mud, The night maneuvers were especially -
trying and a large number of men were evacuatdd sick, Ration wagons and
kitchens could not keep up and the troops during the first six days
subsisted largely on their iron rations and food which they captured
frem the Germans, Losses during the eleven days, November lst-llth,
were 3,233,

CHL/ traad,
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B

Wepsihg Repoibs

&

( ‘Heavy artillery bombardment ‘directed" agalnst le*t flank of -firet
army - Groups Py and Parthes, and llvely harasalng flre on ARGONNE Gréup,
COmmenclng am 11 P.M, ‘ : :

Local gas attanke. Range of Bombardment northwards' aouthern
ETIENNE~MONTHOIS~SENUE and ‘SUGNY (statlon). Bombardment 1nten91fied towards
morning, eapeslally against Groups Py and Perthea‘ Bnemy artillery
concentrated in Souain-Perthes sectory - :

' Yesterdaye'report of . enemy actlwities eflowed: ne noticeable traffic
on roads, moderate railroad traffic from ST. DIZIER Westerdy and southerly
no recognizable main directian; atation ST. DIZIER unusually full, Two new
aviation bases to north and south of ST, QUEN, 21 sheds and aerial ace
tivity, Between COMBLES add TREMONT, southwest of BAR-LEC-DUC, neW
aviation field with 10 sheds, Americans obgerved on evenlng of Sept. 25th
seemingly near the ‘heavy mortar emplacement at VAUQUOIS 1n front of T1éf1and
Division. N A A : :

Afternoon Rsport.

' Attack by enemy 1nfantry at 10 A.M. after 11 hours of artxllery

- preparation: Attack directed against Groups Py and Perthes and apgainst left

flank of ARGONNE Groups w1tr the assistance ‘of numerous hanks and a;r squad-
rons, .

. The an and 9th Llne Dlvislona and the 76th Reserve Dlvzslon were
only partlally engaged. - : : :

Results on front line (1 P M,): 200th and 7th Infantry Di&:'iaions:
On main line of resistance, Bavariand Ersatz Division forced back into and
behind Perthes-Position. Counter-attack under way. 42nd Division ferced
back behind BUTMTE de TAHURE-north edge of TAHURE. 103rd Infantry Division
is holding most of the main line of resistance #1, bending back from there to
the west of ‘RIPONT and west &and north of FDNTAINE.;ch Landwehr Division «'.-¢
8till in frent line north of CERNAx-north edge of BOIS de VILLE, also 76th
Reserva and 2nd Landwehr D1v1alons.

o On the left flank-znd Landwehr D1v1szon front line bends back from
the east side of the ARCONNE to main line of reslaténce II near MONTBLAIN=-
VILIE, then via CHARPENTRKY (eouth edge*) EpomomviLm, there _connecting

- . with the Fﬁfth Army.

Evenlng Report.~

‘In the afterncon rencwsd powerful attacks, supported by tanks,
against the whole front of Greup Py. They were repuleed in ‘connter-attack
by the 200th and 7th Infantry Divisions. 'Thé Bavarian Ereatz Division re-
tired to the Perthea-Position, large parts of it behlnd thie poeltzon.

Groups Perthes, owlng 1o the preasure against both flanks of 103rd
D:vision, had to retire across the DORMOISE. The 42nd Infantry Dlvision ;
wag forced back to main line of resistance II by enemy who attacked the Pev-
thes~Posgition, after renewed artillery preparatlon, W1th the support of 60
tanks. The right wing of the 103rd Infantry Division, 202nd Infantry
- Division, 9th Landwehr Division, 76th Reserve D1v1szon and 2nd Landwehr @ ‘- 3
Divieion remained in position repérted this afternoon, 9th Landwehr Division
repuleed repeated local attacks rorth of CERNAY. In the evenlng, on the
left flank of the ARGONNE Groups, the enemy, supported by tanks, forced
his way up the AIRE VALLEY as far as BAULNY, Counter-mttack under way. Con~
tact malntalned within army and with. the 1st and 5th armiess

610~ 4/ JWv/ bmmd



S B I L . o . ‘ .
' ’ . c " . . o - et

: 1:30 B, M, Air &ttack in force heavy bombar‘dment d:.rected :
, &galnst the ingide flanks of. Py and Perthea Groups. 5y uadrons of over 100

‘Aasroplanes, flying in close order. Approxlmately 600" bombg dropped -

- on Group Py alone. Three aeroplanes shot’ down, Sixteen balloons (enemy)

or _army front, o; whlch five. were. shot down. Four of our balloons ghot

Aeroplane observatlons' TrOOpe unloadlng at BUSSY LE‘CHATEAU.

Strong occupatlon at. HURLUS~1ANAL-MAFFRECOURE and MGIREMDNTIN in the
afternoon. .

RS :‘Truck tramns on way: from;MENEHOULD to BERZIEUX and frouw
: COURTEMONT to M&NAUGOURT No- other rOad traffie observed.'_

A*my counte upen continuance of attack on 1ts whole. front.

© " From 6:40 P, M on, reneved heavy artlllery fire directed a&
mludle of Py Group.~ . . ,

"Newly dete*mlned from prlsonars - 154th D1v1alon and 77th Ameri—
. can Division, Confirmed - 161st, 228nd and 1st Cuirassier Division,

- Seemingly, only Americans east of AISNE - West of the AISNE 9 - 10
- French Divisions attecked, 10 - 12 mope divisions are expected 1n the
?Second attack. 185 prisoners takan to dﬁte. 3

St
[
-9-w-nh-b.qun--—-u-a-h--a-u--p--v‘

18 the '{'hird Aﬁmy~ - ﬁ o

" The enemy attacked the front of the- 1et and Srd armies today

with overwhelmlngly superior forees. '
Leaders and troepa have agaln shown that their splrlt is not

. dismawed by the euperior forces of the enemy., The enemy did not reach
“his go al.- Your devotion to duty and spirit of sacrifice brought ‘his
" attack té a standstill, The first hard day has been weathered: We must
_count..on further fighting. After what you have accomplished today, you
can face any rurther storme w;th full confldence and full trust in your
strength. .

e

5 The Fbtherland and the whole world is watching the . fight

~ in the CHAMPAGNE. The enemy cannot break through if every leader and’
every man holds his .place to the 1aat. That is our duty. - Thls command N

is to te publlehed at once, - .- : s _

";William-; Crdwn‘Princé." -

. . . L . \
T e R WA e T e o B0 W 0 ) A VS S o S

»

u,f;.§pp£emher 27, 1918,

nMorning Repcrt. v t.'i

Heights of BAULNY retaken by counter~attank in the evenmng._
Night quiet, in general, only harassing artillery- fire, & ‘AM, -Fire in "
front of Py graup, on inner flanks of Perthes and AISNE groupe and on -
2nd Landwehr ‘Divieion of ARGONNE Gro8p intemsified, No enemy attacks.
as yet reported.',.

During the nzght, aeroplane -activity along railroads as far as
GHAREEVILLE = SEDAN. Few bombe were droppad.

: Own night reconnalasance did not ghow any unusual activity '
behind enemy's front. Lively traffic south of CERNAY.

Amnmunition dump MONTHOIS biown up by enemy artillery.
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Aftérnoon Repért.,«

Apcbrdlng to. captured maps and prlsoners' stauements, the gaal
of the enemy attack of yesterday morning seems to have been a line thru
AUBERIVE-helghts north of ST, MARIE=a~PY = heights north of SOMME-PY,
northeast in the general diredtion of CHALLERANGE. In the afternoon,
evening or this morning (27th);§he divisione in the second- line should
take position with left flank extending toward BETHINIVILLE -ST:

ETIENNE and the attack should be carried to the northwest, thus opening -
up the heights of MORONVILLERS, Plan shown on the map. This plan failed

- in spite of the uee of many tanks and numerous divieions « west of the

AISNE at least 12 divisions attacking. According to prisoners' statements
and our own intelligence reports, strong reserves (about 8-10 divisions)
maesed aga1nst our rlght fTank are et111 to be reckoned w1ths ‘

According to nrlsonsxa’ etatements, the enemy suffered heavy
losses, especlally by machine-gun fire, Mahy tanke were deetrqudw In
front of.the 4th Grenadier Regiment alone, 26 destroyed tanks are said
to 'be lying, 12 are in front of Infantry Regiment 26. Up to the
present time, only these flgures have been reported,from certain sectorbs

' East of the ARGONNE, at least 4 Ametrican - divialons in front of
the ‘1st ‘Guard Dzv1sion, 2 of theae in the first and 2 in the sedond line .
(Reservee). ;

The small use of battle planes and faxlure bf the heaviest
flat—tra;ectory fire are noteworthy.

Enemy renvwed his attack against the whole front of Groups

'-Pﬁ end Perthes, using fresh troope and numerous tanks on the morning

of September 27th. The attack against the 200th and the right flank of
the Tth Infantry Division was repulsed although some ground was lost.
Center -and left flank of the 7th Divisisn were forced back against
rallroad east of SOMME~PY® the 1eft flank of the 15th Bavarian Division
even across this line, Powerful tenk attaches here. 103rd Infantry
Division lest main line of resistance 2 east of BRETFPERST so that the
enemy was able to advance as far as KBENIGSEERG, 42nd Infantry Division
was forced back by outflanklng attack; 1t was able, however, to hold the
ground southwast of hANRE.

Counter attacks by the 200th and 7tn Infantry Divisions re-
.galned parte of the lest ground. Counter attacks by the. 3rd Guard
Infantry Division, 42nd Division, Assaultt Battalion 2 and by parts of
the 45th Reserve Division, for retaking main 11ne of resistance, 2, under
way. The 202nd Division repulsed pewerful attacks:. .againet the helghﬁs
north of FONTAINE. Group AISNE, little act1v1ty. At -CERNAY, an attack

of the 14th French Division seems to be in preparation (newly learnt from
prlsonere). Div1szon Hochwald, flghtlng in "No Man's Land" only,

East of ARCONNE, enemy attacking since 10,00 A.M West of AIRE
~ RIVER and in the AIRE VALLEY. attack agamat 11ne CHARPE’\ITRY-‘-ECLISFON“
. TAINE . is expected. ,

Ow1ng to the fog and cloudy Weather, 11ttle act:vity of
aeroplanea and balloons. : : \

L

Accordzng to 1ntelllgence *eporte, 2 new corps hea&;uarters
‘have ' been easteblished between the 4th and Zlat and the 2Yst and 8th
French Army Corpse .
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Evenlng Report.

In Group Py, the 200tk and - 7th Infannry Divisions have repulsed
repeated poweriul attacke supported by tanks. Counterattack of the 3rd.
Guard Infantry Division and 15th Bavarian Division retook the Engel-
brechten Heights, but in the evening they were forced back as far as road .
SOMME=-PY =AURE by a renecwed attack supported by tanks, Counter-attack
ordered for Septemher 28th. ’ . ,

Group Perthes took KOENIGSBERG and north slde of BREITFIRST
by counter-attack. At ‘present, 202nd Division is ®till engaged in fighting-
on the heights north of FONTAINEQ Left flank forced back to the road '
FONTAINE*BOUCHONVILLE. Counter-attack under way. . \

Powerful attacks agalnst 9th Landwehr Division west of the ATSNE
were repulsedf llkeW1se a local attack - against the 1eft flank of the 76th
Heserve Division. . :

4
5

In tha afternoon enemy attacked the 1eft f lank of Tiefland
Division in force, supported by tanks. After an initial success, the atteck
- was stopped by counter—-attacks. As it grew dark, & renewed attack was .
under way . Sltuatlon stlll uncertaanq s

: Aeroplane act1v1ty in the afternoon. Strong s;uadrons of bomblng
planes once more took part in the combat on the ground: On Sept. 26th =
eleven enemy planes; today, Sept, 27th two enemy observatlon balloons ‘
were shot down.- : A :

In the afternoon, 11ttle traffmc back of enemy llnes and in ,
, front of Group Py and-Perthes, Unt11 dark llvely trafflc in the dlrectlon
of tha front of Tlefland Sector..f~ ,

Accordlng to Iatelllgence reports, 10 d1viezons were engagad in
Sector ST,:HILAIRE = MASSIGES. Newly aseertained from prisoners, 74th
Division at CERNAY, 76th American. Division east of the AISNE, 9lst and -
28th American Dmvxsione 1n front of Tlefland.

.,‘.‘ : .
J

| ._Seﬁteinbér-za, 1948, .. -

j Morning Report.

B

R Group Py was forced back to the. MARIE A PY-SOMME—Py road by -
ropeated tank attacks which were contintied until evening. The 200th and
Tth Infantry’ Dlvislons, which offered an herdéecresistance, pucceeded in
holdzng the poaitlon on the right flank north of main line of resistance
1, and farther east to the south edge’ of Py»Valley. During these combats,
the 1st Battery of Field Artillery Regiment 40 (Lieut. Keibel) destroyed
T3tanke; 9th Battery, Field Artillery Reégiment 40 (Corperal Thele) 2 tanks,
Beginnlng at 6 A.M,, a renewed tank attack took place on the whole front -
éf the group after heavy artillery fire throughout the night, under cover
of smoke screens in the Py-Valley and on the eastern heights. It was re=-
pulsed by artillery fire and counter attack, Counter-attack agalnst SOMME—
Py, 1nto which the enemy forced his way, still under wayy - -

Yesterday afternoon, Group Perthas repulsed an attack aggmnst‘
its right flank, Enemy gsuffered heavy losses, During an enemy drive which
was carried out against the 103rd Infantry Division this morning, KOENIFS-
BERG was ‘temporarily lost, but it was regained by a counter-attack. The ..
enemy stoﬂhed the: ndelﬁion of the 9th Landwehr Division four times, but wask‘
always repulsed with heavy losses. At the seame tmme, the 76th Reserve
Division was fighting in "Nb Man's Land"\ : 5

Beglnning at 4:30 A,M,, concentrated &rtlllery fire on L'ECHELLE
and CERNAY wosds. An attack seems to be in preparatlon there.
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In accordance Wlth orders, the - Hochwald Div181on retired -

to the line BOUZON-main line of resistance 2 as far as 1.5 Km, west of the
- HALEERSTAEDTER road, from there cornectlng with main Yine of resistance 1
to the southwest, w1thout being disturbed by the enemy s Outposts re=
mained in the" orzginal front line. During: combats with changing

succese, Division Tiefland was florced back approximately to the southery
edge of MONTREEREAU-South.of LA GRANGE AUX BOIS. At the present time,
powsrful: infantry attack, supported by cavalry and tenks under way

agalnst thls front, and from the AIRE~Vﬂdley agalnst the EOUZON.,\

Very 11$tle act1v1ty of enemy planes.

, A 1ater report says' Durzng the attacks on Sept. 26th against
- Group Perthes, the 6th Company, Infantry Regiment 138, together with an
. anti=tank secton ofthe 1st Eattery, Field Artzllery Regimert 15 main~
tained their. position on main line of reslstance 1 southeast of TAHURE,
after the enemy had already been in the Perthes position for some time,
They auccassfully broke- through after they had been surrounded on all
sjdes. - _—

' The 3rd Guard Infantry Dzvnsion wae moved into a new poeitlon
between Groups Py and pPerthes, The Bavarlan‘Ereaﬁz DlVlSlon 15 asaembling
at ORFEUIL for the purpoae of reorgan:zing' f ' :

S1tuatlon. Further attacks are expected todav west of the
 AISNE; east of the ARCONNE very strong &merican forces seemingly
1ntend to. continue the drlve toward the north,

Afternoon Report. o .
‘ Since dawn the Trench hame ‘been attacking uroune Py and

'Perthes with the aupport of numerous’ tanks, The right wing is maintaining
. its position without change. The enemy has taken the SOMVE-Py p031t10n.v
Counter-attack under way, The main attack of the enemy is directed
against this position and to the gouth of the Rflllag " Fresh enemy
forcss assembling between SOMME-PY and ENGELERECHT: HTIGHTS‘ Strong

tank attack also in progress against the whole of .Group Perthes, '
vAttack for the most part easily repulsed with appreclable loss of

enemy, We hold substantially the same. line as this morning. Counter=-
attacke under way against local advances. Enemy forces attack:ng 'CERNAY
forest did not reach our 11nes. R . =
French w1reless report of the capture of the CERNAY and L'

ECHELLE forests is falme, Coming enemy mttack against the left flank of
the 76th Reserve Division indicated by preparatory artillery fire. AR~
. CONNE ‘group engaged in heavy fighting eince early morning. Attempted
tatik attack against CHATEL in AIRE-Valley under ways The Guard Divi-
sions are approximately in their old position. Fresh enemy forces.
being sent against this front, according to observation, Numeroud -
~ destroyed tanks in front of and behind our linee, There are 100 tanks
reportdd in . Group Py's territory. alone- 7th Infantry Divisicn accounted
for 33 yesterday. Major Ceiander: with his 15th F,A. egpecially dis-
tinguished himself in anti-tank: opera$1ona. - Fightlng is: very heavv.
- The traope are behav1ng eplendidly. : ,

: Enemy aeroplane attacks in force on ‘balloons, Three of our
balloona shot down, Besides thaa, only protective flighte, Pattle and
pursuit units repeatedly entered into combat in the  fighting against
Grogps Py and Argonne. One enemy balloon. shot demyg. Aeroplane observa-~ .
tions immedlately behind battle zone showed heavy traffic northward
on the LE CLAON=CHALADE road through the ARGONNE, Large troop movements
observed crossing the DORMOISE on both sides of CERNAY.
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‘Long distance observations impossible because of heavy
clouds. SR S IS

. ‘According to Intelligence reports, the staff of the 2nd =
Moroccan Division is in MINAUCOURT and a General Headguarters in

- COURTEMONT, Newlyrrecognized =28th Division west of SOMME~Py and
14th Division at GRATEUIL. fRcording to a report, the 13th Division.
was back of the 43d Division on Sept. 26th. Probably teke position
to the east of SOMME-PY today, Assumed disposition of enemy at
present before Py, west to east:= 154, 151, 23, 22; doubtfuli=167,
43, 13; from Perthes to AISNE:=4th Division, doubtful: 2nd Moroccan
Division, ‘14, #61, 74, 18t Cuirassier; east of the AISNE, 76th Am.
R8th Ame, 77tk mm.,.91st Am,, 35th Ay, probable reserves; £ 21,
170, 3, 6, 126, 124; possible reserves;=Tl, 120, 153, 164, 40 Am.

7 Amey 81 Ap., and I H,KK, (?)

Evening report,

, The battle was continued in the afternoon, With superior
and in part fresh forces, under cover of an attack by numerous tanks,
- the French attacked repeatedly, The preparations for thése attacks
consisted of a violent artillery bombardment. The right flank of
Greup Py -{200th and Bth Divisions), maintaining contact with the
adve~eed left wing of the first army, repulsed the enemy with - -
' T heavy lossesy. Another attack from SOMME-Py was also re-

. pulsed. The fronmt of the 15th Bavarian Infantry Division and the 3rd
 Guard Infaniry Division is unshaken. In places where the enemy had en-
tered ourposition, he was driven out by counter-attacks. Small assault
- detachments under resolute. commarders -often stopped for superior ‘
‘enemy forces, The battalion staffs ¢f the 7th Infantry Division,
supported.only by runners, held their ground, Bavarian Infantry

Regiment 30 fuur times frove out the enemy who had forced his way in.

The Guard Pusileer Regiment repulsed six successive attacks, In Group ,
Py, the 42nd Division is still holding its position, Captain Bebind, :
- commander bf ‘the 1st Batt. of Infantiry Regiment.138 especially dis-
tinguished himself here by'personal energy and initiative. After
- having repulsed repéated attacks, the 103rd Infantry Division was

. finally forced back to the ULIN BROOK. A ‘counter-attack under the
~direct leadership of the division commender regained the position

of this divigion on the heights, In addition, parte of the 202nd

Infantry Division temporéarily retired, after an initial successful
defense on the heights between GRATEUIL AND BOUCONVILLE, to SECHAULT,
During a new counter-attack, companies of the 9th Landwehr Division
‘earried them bdskg and regained the position for them, A repeated.
powerful tank attack forced.back the right flank to SECHAULT onte more. -
Repeated” powerful akgack'forcedwbaék:;detérminad attacks against the.
'ECHELLE dnd CERNAY Forests were stopped by an efifective defensive fire.

G Locaiﬁattacké‘agéinéf the 76th‘Réée§vé:Division camé to a standsti’
“in "No Man's Land." ' ’ : : |

; In the Argonne Group) Wuerttemberf Landwehr troops répeatedly
repulsed the enemy, who stormed the Bousbn, supported by tdnks. Tamk
gttacks.in the ATRE-VALLEY againet APREMONT and beyond were repulsed

by & powerful counter-attack delivered by the 4th Foot Guard Regiment -
and parts of the 2nd Landwehr Division, Wé held the village: In spite

- of repeated assaulte by fresh troops, the brave butigreatly weakened
Guard Divisiong held their place in the line East of CHATEL -North-
west of CIERGES, With the exception of unimportant losses of ground,

 'The enemy suffered heavy losses in men and tanks today without
gaining much ground, Repert of tanks destroyed today:= @roup Py, at
least 70, !Group Perthes, approximately 40, Group Argorne, approximately
30, Infantry and Artillery share the honors in their destruction,
l . . , . )
4 officers and 351 men from 14 different enmemy divisions passed
through the "prisoner of war" receiving stations,
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In spite af heavy olouds and rain, the aviators untiringly
pgarried out their assxgnments‘ Between 1 and 2 P, li, merial battle
units successfully attacked the enemy’ units’ engaged east of APRIMENT,
The ensmy attack was not carried outs The American troops fled before
the planes. 2 enemy pianea and 2 enemy balloons were shot down by our
planea- one enemy. place by ant1~a1rcr&$t guna. o : '

Enemy planes bombed roada and v111agee in the vicinlty of
VOUZIERS and GRANDPRE thls afternoon. ; .

: . THe army expects a contlnuance of the of fensive, esneclally
east of the Argonne, and extension of.the attack on the front to.the
west of the Argonne, towards which atrong enemy forces are reported to
be marching.‘ ~ : :

I W 8 2 B O 1 e O O e s W O U

R . T ;.Army‘HeaGQUaftere Lo T
3rd Army Headquarters - ; Sept 28, 1918,
, - Ta #10322 ep, SR S S

, Army Order.‘ :
~ (For 1mmed1ate publication)

: The French attack in the Champagne ard the American attack beﬁween
the Argonne and the MEUSE were the beginning of the great decigive .
battle in the west by which the - war 13 to be ended.

In three days, of heavy flghtnng, the army has W1thatood the 4
- attacks of a highly superisr enemy force. The losses of the enemy extra-
~ordinarily heavy‘ " Dgstroysd tanks lie dn gront ef our lines by the
hundreds o S o R :
Leaders and trOOps have thezr £ull share in this checv of the - -,
‘enemy;. my thanks and acknowledgemerta are due you, I know that your '
accpmpli@hments 1n the . eomlng battles will.. surpase those of prev1oua‘onea

I agk that each man be told that this ba*tlc will dec1de the ;ate
of our faﬁherland. :

A

oy ' B ' The Commander~in-Chief,
‘ von Einem,

e e e B D e e e s D e s U e 0 S 7 W e OO

SeEptember 29,'1918;,

Vorning Report. . o ,’,~ 

1 Ceunter~attacks by our troops for the pu}pose of retaqug local
gains by the enemy in ST, MARIE-A-RY and on the left flamk of Group
Perthes were successful, An attempt to retake SOMME~Py was not :
SUCquGful, because the enemy wag auvanclng at -the same +time with
superior forces, : : :

Af the close of yesterday's flghtlng, the right flank of thé
202nd In;artry Division was resting on SECHAULT, For this reason, NT,
CUVELET was evacuated as planned, and the left flank of the d1v191on -
‘dravn back of the SECHAULT- BOUCONVTLLE ROAD, The attack against the S5+h
and 1st-Guard Infentry Divisions, prepared yesterday afternoon was rot.
fualy carried out because of effective counter-barrage, It spﬂlt up
into local attacks which were repu+sed.

610- 4/ Twy/ bomd
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Lively harassing fire during the night on our lines. Enemy
infantry quiets . : ‘

 DBarrage intensified toward morning on various sectors. Tank
attacks“against,Vth‘InfantryJDivieion under way; so far repulsed.
Enemy attack seems to be in preparation against FOUCONV ILLE=ECHELLE
“FORBST fronts T e R P K _

. Tho main body of the troops in the EOUZON salient were with
~drawn, by night, according to orders, to & reserve line across the

-mouth of the salient. Patrols under command of officers remained -
lin the abandoned lines, C : - ‘

Fighting has begun ssuth of EXTRVONT after o heavy preparatory
barrage by enemy artillery; still going on. - :

o Little activity in air, 8 enemy pianéé shot down yesterday,
~ We_lost 2 ' c ' : -

".AffernOOn‘Reporty

SR Heavy fighting from SOMME-Py to BOUCONVILLE and in the °
~ Argonne. : e : B 3
v A §°AM,, after heavy artillery. bombardment, en attack in *
“many wavés under cover of & rolling barrage, was made against the
. 7th Infantry Division. Caught by his own enfilading artillery fire
-even before the attack, the enemy was repulsed in & counter-attack,
More to' the east, advancing. enemy tanks. were scattered. At the °
“present time, fresh enemy troops are again attacking the 7th f
Infantry Division. Another attack, made at the same time against €he
3rd Guard Infantry Division under the protection of a smoke screen
‘was totally depulsed, The 103rd and 202nd Infantry Divisions are f
being attacked, On the front of the 202nd Division, the enemy was,
_ stopped by accurate artillery fire, The 103rd Division seems to
" have been forced back of ALINCOURT, We later reportss Enemy hag
‘entered PBOUCONVILLE, Counter attack begun, o 3
: .- Rebeated enemy assaults, directed againet the heights south=
west-of APREMONT and supportéd by tanks, were repulsed, Tanke 1
penetrated line northeast of. MONTREBEAU; counter-attack under wayg
- Enemy reserves sufferéd heavy losses from their own artillery fird,

: ‘Moderate activity ¢f enemy planes, Pursuit and battle units
repedtedly and successfully took part in the combats at SOMME~Py -
ARDEUTL &nd MONTREFEAU, Observations to the rear could not be made
because of very cloudy weathérs One enemy plane Was shot down.
 Newly ascertainsd from prisoners taken today: 22nd Division
~ near.SOMME-Py and 161¢t Divigion (nofth of FONTAINE EN DORMOISE).

Evening Reports

_ _ After & heavy tombardment, the French this afterngon con-
tirued their powerful attacks, suppsrted by a;uadrons-agd tanks and
aeroplanes, against Groups Py and Perthes. The 200th and Tth ,
Infantry Division repulsed them bravely, Unimportant local lasses
are being regained by counter attacks, The enemy directed his mein. . -
attack today against the front from SOMME=Py to ARDEUIL, The enemy
gent his best divisions into the battle at this point, During the .
combat, which ewayed backward and forward, the enemy finally
succeeded, oWing to his great superiority in numbérs, in foreing
the 15th Bavarian Division, which was reenforced = by parts of the
15th Bavarian Regerve Division, and the right flank of the 3rd

Guard InfantryrPivision, back to the north, The left flank of the
3rd. Guard: Infantry Division repulsed repeated masged assaults, About
midday, the 103rd Infantry Division gave way to a powerful assault
and retired behind the ALIN BROOK on Blitzhuegel (Lightning Hill).

_610=4/W/ brmd
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Iﬂfantry Dlvimon a.nd the 42nd In*‘an ry Dl"‘lﬁloh behmd the AURE\y -

VALLEYs This. retrnat is’ now. bemv caz'rled ou’o. Subaequently, our

- iline ‘extended: ~ : :
. wera: held; acroes the AURE‘}"“&O the eauﬁhern haifmf Bht'hoehe, the _

!‘allway embankment east- of Vievx, the "xorthern edge éf SE(‘PAULT, and

, n‘ the laat baﬁtles, and agaznst the 9th .
a.vimon, m amall_ groups,‘! fﬁ new att,a.ck .18 to e expected here‘

_ Only patrols and local attacks in whlch prlsoners were f‘req uently
taken on the front of group_j AISNE. Lo AEIRE S AR

nter-attack o*’ the: 52nd ,,Inf-ant::y Dlw.emn aga:mat the enemy
who' broke'through at’ EXERMONT unaer over of’ 1,
'Ths‘,two Guard; Divi ‘

3’ nemy, who saw his

, juet in tlme, brought the Guard D:Lva.slon to a stop eaat
EMONT and . goyth -of . MONTREBEAU. 1At thesame 6 g2

. of the 2nd 1=ne,n;vzs;on tuak‘APREMONT.Jwiu

Many ‘tariks destroyed today alao, ‘More .
\{y figfi;-’ ng is to be expected tomorrow with certainty, Great ...
activlty of enemy" planes.; Strong antn.-alrcraft barrage again
- noticeable’ back ot enemy 11nes. Many balloons ;att,acked-without'

7'resu1t. Our troops: in. the ATRE VALLEY Were ‘attacked’ by enemy:
n force durmg the , ’

\u.Our .'own comentrate@ aer::.al pursult» and battl orces att&cked
the enemy who had forced his way in between Groups By and Perthea.

- The | 8cout, pursu:t and battle planes: brllllantly assisted our ':_;.‘,?
“officers and:infan "y in apite of r-a:m and*c.louds. The”" balloons”
,‘Qbaervers went up in . spite unf av , cks
‘Tanks -coming ‘up inté positidniwere f: a on successfully «ut_ “the h

of bd.l gom observation , Motor:.zed antzualrcraft _guns were. used in de-
8 *agaAnst tanks, Eight enemy planes were shot. down: fosirth

anrt .‘,a,lroraft :gungy One ‘of ‘ourplanes mis

v IRAN 2 Y CUn -ﬁo‘wn-cov‘pt’s at HMS.b
Headq uarte re :m MEI\TNEFOUAD,,




3rd Army Headguarters, = - . o Army.Headquéfters,
: ‘ Oct #, 1918,

" To Group-Perthéé.v

I wish to express my great apprecmtlon to Group

- Petthes, especially to Inf, Regt. 114, and to the lst Bn of Bavarian
Inf. Regts #9, as well as to the artlllery, for the repulse of today's
powerful attacks, and am convinced that further attacks will also fail
- againat the tenacious resistance of the Arr'xy' Corpes

The Comander-m—Chlef.
Ve Einem,”

. T 6 W A e e e - o

, ‘Army Headquarters,
L ‘Oct 2, 1918,
3rd army Headq uarters, . F '
la #10555 8D

To uroup Aisne,

By means’ of desperate flgh’cmg, the divisions of the.
AISNE: have repulsed all enemy attacksduring the past daysd

The Landw. Inf, Regt, 118, which fneq uently atood the
test, has especially distinguished itself. Especial mention has been
made of regiment 254 and the lst Bn. Inf, Regt. 252, both belonging
to the T6th Reserve Division," because of thegir brave conduct.

: I send mygreetings to these brave troops and wish to
express to them my moet s:.ncere thanks because of thelr conduct in this
har® batt 1e, . .

The Comander-m—ohlef,
v. E:Lnem.

- B w00 o e e B e et

‘3rd Army Headq uarteﬂs, SR T Army H'eédquartersy
‘ la #10557 | - Oct 2,,1918,

To Group Argonne .

- " As was reported to me , the Guard has again shown :Ltself
" to be WOrthy of 1ta ‘Breat name durnzg the battles of the past days.

The 3rd Guard Reglment and the 4th Foot Gyard Regiment
mede use of the Oppor‘bunl'ty to especlally d:.stlngu:.sh themselves,

The 2nd W}arttemb Landwehr D1v131on ac ccmﬁe shed fully’
as muoh‘ Among the -brave ARGONNE fighters, Landw, Inf, Regt, 125 and
Landw, Field Art, Regt #2 have eSpeclally distinguished themselvea.

: I wish to exprees myumoet sincere thanks to the brave
divisions and especially to the above mentigned troops, and am cone
vinced that they will stand ﬁirmly as a rock in further combats, even
against a far superior enemy, :

~ o S ' The Commander-in-Chief,
' : : v Einem,
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- October 3, 1918,

Mooning - Report.

On the evening of Octoter 2nd, powerful attacks against the left.
flank of the 203rd Infantry Division south of ORFEUIL failed,

106= 4/ JWV/ bimd | . | - . ”
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'Additional reports fram Group Py and Perthes sap that the - .
enenmy artillery fire was more intense than during the past days,

~ Fighting going on in "Na Man's Lang" ih the AUTRY Forest
in front of the 9th Landwehr Diwisions

During yesterday ] counter-attack then76th Reaerve Division /
took 3 officers and 58 men as presoners, On the left Ikank, where
the enemy has entered the main line of resistance in the evening
after hard fighting, a counter attack hae been ordered for this
mornzng.

D&ring the night, rapid harassing fire, especially directed
on the back areasy Since 5:45 A,M,, heavy bombardment on MEDEAH Sector
and south of ORFEUIL ®s well as on thé whole front of Group Perthes
(MT, LIRY=~CHARLERANGE). Renewed powerful attacks are to be ex-
pecteds No activity east of the ARGONNE,

Afternoon Report«

After extremely heafg preparatory artillery fire, the enemy
attacked the whole front of Groups Py and Perthes, engaging fresh
divisions and with the support of tamks, The attacks were repulsed
on the whole front up to the 3let Reserve Divisiom, which was
forced back to BLANC~MONT and MEDEAH Heights after heavy fighting.
Counter-attacks are under way, Height 185 (1 km south of BLANC

“MONT) was regained. Powerful attacks against MT, LIRY in the
Perthes Sector failed. The Wittelsbach Heights were regained by
counter-attack, fighting is still going on for the possession of the
FLIEGER Heights. The losses of the enemy are heavy, ours con-
siderable, In the AISNE Sector, violent local fighting along the
whole front of ‘the @roup, during which the 9th Landwehr Division

- and the 76th Reserve Division captured 2 offlcers and 97 men.

. The 76th Reaerve Dlvislon is hnldlng the main line. of resisg«
tanée, with the exception of a local léss of grouhd on the extreme
left flank. Counter-attack on the 1eft flank undef way.

. Little activity in ARGONNE Sector. The enemy is entrenching on
the heights north of CHARPENTRY, and &t ECLISFONTAINE,

" Apcordlng to an order, captured on October 22nd, the enemy
" planned to erect telephone lines via FLEVILEE-IMMECOURT*BUZANCY—

/. PIERRENONT,

Stoong protective sguadrons up,Awhich also try to prevent
aur infantry and artillery aeroplanes from operating. Enemy antl-
‘amrcraft batteries are now firlng far behlnd our llnee.

Accordlng to reports from the front northwest of SOMME-Py

prlaoners of the 2nd American Division were taken, and at MONTHOIS
prlaoners of the 15Tth Franoo-Amerlcan (both newiy ascertained)

»Enemy Report,

" Before the enemy could make full .use of his success of the
morning in the position of the 151st Reserve Division, he was driven
back via BLANC MONT and MEDEAH Heights by the. concentrated»counter-
attack of parts of the 213%th Division which was immediately carried
. outs On their own initiative, parts of the 200th Infantry Division
: suacesefully took part in the combat, outilanking the enemy from the

o south.,
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After the heaviest posslble preparatory artlllery tombardment ,
the enemy, supported by tanks and sqmadrons of bombing .planes, re=
newed his powerful attacks against the front of Groups Py and
‘Esrthes in the afternoon. After fighting with changing success,. We
succeeded at 6 P,M, in holding BLANC MONT, MEDEAH Heights, STEINBERG
southwest of ORFEUIL and the village of ORFEUIL inthe Py Sector,
Since 7 P,M, renewed powerful attacks against our front BLANC MONTws.
MEDEAH Heighte are under way. The MEDEAH Heights were regained after
a counter-attack from the north, which was carried out by 2 reglments
of the 17th Infantry Division; fighting is still going on for the
. possession of the SCHLESIER HOHE (Silesian Heights). :

In Sector Perthes, the enemy aucceeded at flrst in forcing his
way into positions of the 199th and 4th Bavarian Divisions on the_.
heights south of LIRY and southwest of MONTHOIS, By a counter~attack
the enemy was not only driven- from the heights, but also a small
part of "No Man's Land" was gained in front of the main line of"
resistance. The enemy suffered extraordinary heavy 108898, especially
by enflladlnv artlllery fire from BRECY.

Local attacks east of MONTHOIS were repuleed with heavy losses
on the part of the enemy, and observed positions of meadiness on
the shotbern end of CHARLERANGE were . sub;ected to & concentrated
artillery fire,. ; , :

" At the 9th Landwehr Division, the enemy forced his way into
the main line of resistance west of AUTRY; he was immediately driven
back dy thunter-attack. An enemy attack north of CONDE'LES AUTRY
6ould not be carried out owing to artlllery fire.

" The enemy forges Whlch had forced thelr way into the p051t10ns
on the left flank of the 76th Reserve Division are surrounded; they
are still offme1ng a desperate " r391stance. Connectlon enlsts W1th
the 2nd Landwehr Division. :

thtle act1v1ty of artlllery in the ARFONNE Group, apparent
reglstration. : _

leely activity of ernemy planes. Oup own local observatlon had
to be obtained by fighting because of ‘operations of superlor enemy
‘plane sg uadrons, Artillery Battle Group 3 twice took part in the
combata north of SOMME=Py, with success. ‘Four énemy and one of our -
planea were shot down, .

‘Local, observatldh ahowed llvely trafflc from @OUAIN to SOMME~Py
and from CERNAY to SECHAULT. Unusually brisk traffic was observed
in the AIRE~Valley in front of the ARFONNE Groupo S
Intelligence reporta confirm the presence of the Headquarters
of the XXI Army Corpe,

The brave troops, who have fought brilllantly with a minimum of
strength against unusual numerical superiority , and who hage shown
a great combative spirit, are deserving of and highest commendatlon.
All fronts report the enemy artillery fire to be especially heavy. :
Many shells of heavy callbre.

_ The Army Headquartera are convinced that the enemy continually
brings up fresh reserves from the north. Columns of troops were '
observed . marching ﬁhrough the ARGONNE to the west. Eremy quiet in ‘
front of ARGONNE Group. Only 11ght artillery fire and dlgglng»ln npera—"
tions,
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3rd Army Headq uarters : - .. Army Headjuarters,
la #10514 8ps. . "7 October 4, 1918,

N Tn'érdup Perthes,

~During the ﬁéet three days, the divisions of Group Perthes
have borne fhe bnunt Af the battle, and have fought agalnst a
stubborn enemy, superior in numbers,

It glvee me- aepeclal pleasure to hear that a gredt many
units have gloriously;distxngulshed themselvee in these severe combate.‘

+  They are: Inf. Regimenﬁs 32, 71 ard 144 of the 103rd Inf,
Div., Inf. Regiments 17, 131, 138, of the 42nd Division, the
Bavarian Inf, Regimenttd, &hé BﬁeaddAﬂhe 3rd Bn. of the Bavarian Inf,.
Regiment .1, the Field Art. Regiments 2055and 255 and the Mach1ne Gun .
Marksman Sectzon 1, :

I wish to express my éiﬁcere thanks and full appreciatien )
to them all for their cﬁnduct in the heavy defensive fighting.

May it be a proud reward for them to know that they have
helpéd to break the eneny 's will at the eritical moment.

The Gommander-ln-chlef.
R Einpm»

. , '
LY L X3 PRl Y L R L L 2 L L oy

October 4, 1918;

Mornlng Report. ‘ >

Yesterday agtarnoon, the enemy, eupported by tanks, attacked the
position of Group Py, southeast of ORFEUIL, but without success. )
A second attack, which was carried out here, after extremely heavy

‘artmllery fire, likewise failed, Between BLANC MONT and MEDEAH Helghts,
enemy 8j%ts- succeeded in reaching ETIENNE along the SOMME=Py 5y
ETIENNE R oad, BLANC MONT aed MEDEAH Heights are in our possession.
The enemy was -blocked to the east and south of ST, ETIENNE., Counter-
attack for the purpose of erushing enemy troops which have entered
our position has been ordered, Up to the present tlme. no report hag

- come in concerning the withdrawal of the right flank of Group Py
to main line of reslatance 3 @8 ordered, :

./ In perthes Sector, the two Piitneer Companles of the 4th Bavarian
Division and one company of the 202nd Division recaptured the village
and the railroad station of CHALIERANGE from the enemy in the afternoon

. and captured one French battalion commender and 75 men, Yesterday, this

‘group also captured one officer and 25 men; one of our own ant i-tank
guns and several of our machlne guns,‘whzch had been lost during the
emmmy attack, were recaptured: - .

A local attack against Group AISNE was repulaed.

A local attack against the pééition of the. ARGONNE Group
southwest of APREMONT was repulsed by a counter-attacks

" Fighting in "No Man's Land™ on the left flank,

During the night; powerful enemy artillery fire‘at intervals along
the whole front of the army; partially directed far into our rear areas,

Since 6315 A,M,, very heavy értillery fire directed on our '
positiones from the western edge of the ARGONNE as far as the MEUSE.

166~ A/ JWV/ brmd
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Afternoon Report. . :

The SCHELSIER-Hoehe (SILESIAN Heights) between BLANC MONT and
MEDEAH-FE was regained this morning by = pewerful-aounter=attack
of the 51st Reserve Division and the Fusileer Regiment "Kaiser Wilhelm."

, At 9:45 A.M, heavy artillery fire was resumed against our
gdwitions from the right flank of the army as far as the heights
eduthwest of MONTHO IS, Attacks are under way.

The removal of the main line of r9515tance of the rzght flank
of Group Py to main line of resistance 3 was carried out without
being disturbed by the enemy. Outposta are st11L on the he ights’
north 6f MARIE A'-Fm. : , )

Several local attacks' agannst Group AISNE this morning, preceded
s by a etrong artlllery preparatlon, failed., :

- After extremely heavy artlllery bombardment and local gas
attacks, the enemy also attacked the whole front of the ARGONNE
Group. The 2nd- LandWehr Division repulsed all attacked :

'~ In: addltion, all aitacks agalnst the left flank falled, ow1ng to
mnr flre except for a small local gain which is being olwared. ‘

In the center, the enemy succeeded in fercing back our front
line ahdnd west of EXERMONT to the northern edge of the valley,
counter-attack under wa,ye

EvehingAReport:

After heavy artillery preparation, the enemy today renewed
his attacks against the positions of Graups Py and Perthes west
of the Aisne, in part with new divisions, protecting himself
against the AISNE Group by erfigading fire, and at the same time

~ . preparing attacks in the ARGONNE and to the east. The enemy

plans Were agaln fully shattered.

: His massed axtahks agalnst the whole front of Group Py and

.the right flank of Group Perthes failed owing to our concentrated
artlllery amd machine gun fire, On the SILESIAN HBights, he forced
his way through- the mdin line nf resistancey an immediate courter=-
attack brought his attack to a standstill. @ast of the ARGONNE the
. 5th Guard Infantry Division was foreced back behind the valley west of
BEXERMONT; the counterhattack which was immediately carried nut at
this point alse, by parte of the let Guard Infantry Division and the
37th Infantry Divisidun,- brought the advance of the ‘enemy foreces
to FELVILIE to a stope Our attack to the south is progreesing

favorably., Infantry Reglmenx #111 regained EXERMONT in a brisk
attack, - =

All attakks against the 2nd La.ndwehr D1v191on falled. owing

to the Bravery and the ‘violent. resistance of the "Wurttemberg
Landwehr." .

The enemy suf@ered jusi as crushing a defeat on the 1eft flank .
where the 52nd Infantry Division repulsed seven most powerful
attacks, which were supported by numerous thhkey Lieut, Niklassen
with #&e 4th Batt,, Guard Field Artillery Regiment 4, destreyed 6,
Ligut, Bchaefer with the 8th Batts, Field Art. Regt, 104, accounted
for 5, Lieut, Shehlin with the 1st Batt, Guard Field Art. Regt 4,

4 more tanks; the troops af the dlviszunfreport extraordinarﬁly

heavy losses on the part of the enemy; our losses are also’ very
heavys

Ascertained as being on the front: 73rd French Division in fromt
of Py Group, 3rd French Division in front of Perthes Group, According
to prigoners' statements, not only the 2nd but alse the 1lst, 26th

and 89th American Divisions are in reserve p051t10n Opposi@e Group
Py‘ e .
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‘Ascertained as being on the front: 33ré French Division in -
front of Py Group, 3rd French Division in front of Perthes ®roup.
According to prisoners' statements, not only the 2nd but also the lst
26th and 89th. Amerlcan Divisions are in reserve ph51tlon oppoalte
Group Py. - ,

During today's fighting, the fdllow1ng units have especially
distinguished themselves; 203rd Infantry Division, Infantry rRegiments
406 and 409, 3rd Guard Inf, Div,, Grenadier Regt. 9 and Guard Fusilier
Regt, All three Inf. Regiments of the 199th Infantry Div,, as well as
the 2nd Landwehr Div., and the 52nd InfantrynDivision,

Strong enemy aerlalvbarrage in the morning., Squadrons of
enemy bombing planes took part in the combat in Sector Py and
dropped bombs on roads and rest billete, Six enemy planes were shot
down up to this time, In the afternoon, artillery gombat Greup 3
‘ bomharded enemy reserves in the ﬁIRE BALLEY, with succsas.:

‘ Accordlng to Intelligence reports, the army headyuadters
at HANS were transferred to MINAUCOURT,

Local sbservation showed lively traffic to the front and
heavy occupation of the villages in front of the ARGONNE Group.
»Observationa West of- the AISNE could not be made owing to foggy
, Weather. . . .

-“L.ﬂ-b“‘-‘ﬂ;ﬁ--"y-b-----ﬁ-'——’-un-,-n‘-—-.‘*

Srd A?my Head;uartere, . . . Army Headyuarters,
Té #10669 8ps S . October 4th, 1918,

" To Group~Py. :

I wish to express my full appreciatlon to the d§v1alons
of Grpup Py for their stubborn resistance during yesterday s repeated
assaults on the part of an enemy superior in numbers, and for their
ccmbatlve apirit durlng the counter-attacks.

The Commander-ih—Chlef,
ve Einem,
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‘ . '. P ‘ X Army Headq uar'bere
- 8rd Army Head;uartgrs.‘. IR ‘ October 4, 1918.

1.To Group Perthes,

The brave d1v131ons of Group Perthes have repulsed
all of the heavy enemy axtacke and have kept their positions intset.
I express my special appreciation to leaders and truops for their

; excellent performance, :

The Commander-in—-@hief.
Ve Einem.
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