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BLANCG 'O T.

OPERATION'~S OF THE 2D A TD 3.6T I1 DIVISION1S WITH THE
FOURTH FBEITCH ARBMY IN CHALIPAG E IN OCTrOBER, 1918.t

Maps: Tahta e 1/20000 ; Attigny, 1/20000; Ste. 'Marie,
1/20000.

The Blanc Mont operation .is classed by.the Anerfica~ns as a part. of the
11euse-Argo nnje offensive ,'.but ini.'a broaider sense .it .. as a. part of the general
offensive that extended along .the entire front *of the6 Allibed Ax'im.es betwieen
Switierland 'and the °Eng' isli Channel, All' of the armies were engated in a
converging attack'_-- the Briti sh' tonal d arbra i, the French' east' and west
of. Rheirms towar'd the Aisne', and the Arer cans 'toward Sedan and Me zieres .
The result of these operations, if successful, would be to' clear the Germans
from France' and Belgium,.'pr~event the withdrawal of a far' e part of the m
into Germany, and also 'prevent the rermoval 61f the siuppliies accumnulated in
Belg~ium. T his wo uld be eff ected by :bhe cutting' of' the Car gnan- Sedani
i ezieres railway system, and the cutting or threatening of the, northern
system through Liege .

Th e reduction of the st+,Thiel salient vies preliminary to the main
operation, whi ch. commnced o11 September ._26 ... in thei'nain'operation- the First
Ameican Army advanced in and 'east .of the Argonne forest . The Fourth French
Army, in whose 'sec tor. the Blanc Mont' operat iin occurred, advanced west of
the forest. Thus a successful advance by both* armIes' would lessen German
resistance in.z the difficult countryr covered by the woodsy

XT hei1 the Ge aahs. were thirowh back ini the first battle of the Namne in
1914, the line stabilI.ze in Champagne about halfway between Souain (5
kilometers north of Suippes>: and Sore-Py . It passed thir6u °hZ NTvari n Farm
and it-was in this vicinity totTe2s Corps of the Fourth French Arrmy
attacked whn thze 1.euse.-Argonne operation started. on September 26,

The French,. prior to th~zeir attack ir this quartbi", had called upon
Gen Pershin~g for assistance an~d the or Oers tiaansferring the two divisions'
that later on participated. in it were issued by general headquarters on Sep-
tember 23.

Attacking September 26 on th'e Na-varin Farm line, the 21st French Cor~ps
had succeeded in advan-_ihig about 5 *ildm eter , f orc ing- the Ger z!5 to aban^-
don their successive liines "uti.l, on Sepote fber 30', the Tttr were holding-
the rearno st line of th7e maaiposit on. North Of"dmerts lire consist-.
ed of the Prussian, .be, and Essen trench er and it ovas the resistance
offe6red by thes e tren-ches that had stopped the French -advance when the 2d
Americani D vi'sion relieved "thm 'ha.re oil".thie nigt .tof, OctobeP N12.'

The '2d Divis'on ar d partic jp<teinithe st * iiel off ensive, September
120'05, 198. On the ni ght of Septem-fber 15w16 the division marched fr&~n
itis po sit io. n in th e fronit line of the Thiaticour~t sector to the Ansauville~
BRoyau eix area; .. 12. kilometers nor h' of Toul'

On September 20: and 21 th6. divi sion. marches to the' vicinity of Toul,
whore it reorg Sized and received new clothing' and equipment.

On " Sept emnber" 23 the-- chief of staff, First Army,'seIt a t elegyram~ to the
2d Divssi informing it thait it woi.~d proceed to a new a:-ea, and on the same
date issued Special 0rder* 285, which prescr'ibed the' details of' the mnove.
The movement was made by rail (e ccept motor transport by marching) starting
on September 25 and terminatinzg on September '28. A special order,' Fourth
French Army,- directed detrainment near Chalons, wher-e the division passed

,into the reserve' of the Group of Armies of the Center (d..A.C:)
On- Septeamber 23 the 36th Division',. which was* undergoing training in the

Darr sur""ube area and which had not yet been in line, was notified. by wire
from First Army headquarters that it wouldp-roceed to a new area. Special
Order 286 prescribed th~e details of 'the movement which was made by' rail.
The divisional artillery was not serving with the division at this time and
did not join it until after the armistice. The, strength of the 36th Divi.-
sion on September 26 was 656 officers and 15,590' enlisted. Besides a shortage
of 20 per cent in strength, there was lacking a-great deal of eqi iprent, which

msonly partially supplied upon the arrival of the division, ih the battle
a:ea.: The move:-ent cofilmenced on-.. September 26 and terminat'ed on 'September 2C~
i.. 1ledivision thien occupied billet; south of the Marne River between Epernay

nalns, where it formed a part of the reserve of the
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French Group of Armies of the Center., For purposes of supply it was attach-
ed to the Fift French ArnmyT

On September 28 the 2d Division was placed: in the reserve of the Fourth
French Army and on September 29-30 moved by marching and trucks to the Souain-
Suippes area, 1 0 kilometers south of Sornme-Py, where the Fourth Army was,
with little success, attacking the German line.

On October 1 orders from the Fourth French Army assigned the 2d Divi-
sion to the 21st French 0 orps, and orders itom the latter directed the divi-
sion to relieve the 61st French Division in the Pont line. The relief was
effected the night of October 1-2. The 4th Brigade (5th and 6th arines)
Occupied the front line ..trenches just north of Somme-?y' 'between the Boyau
de Custrine (right) and Boyau de Bromberg (left), a front of over 3 kilo-
meters. The 5th Marines relieved the 219th and 265th French Infantry; the
6th Marines, the 264th French Infantry and a battalion of the 21st French

Division which was on the left of the 61st r'rench Division.
The fornatio:i of the brigade in line was as 'follows:

LEFT RIGHT.

2d Battalion 6th. Marines and 81st ; 1st Battalion 5th Marines and Regi-
Machine Gun Company. mental Machne Gun Company.

lst Battalion 6th 4 rines and Regi.. : 2d Battalion"5th Marines and 23d
menta-Machine Gun Company. Machine Gun Company.

3d Battalion 6th Marines and 15th Ma.-: 3d Battalion 5th Marines and 77th

chine Gun Company Machine Gun Company.

The Front line lay in the German trenches Pacha, Elbe, and Essen. On

the right of.the ector the 4th Brigade occupied the Essen trench, which had
been a support trench when the German front line ran through Navarin Farm,
5 kilometers to the south. It was practically the rearmost trench of the
German main line, the next trenches to the north being along the Blanc Mont
ridge, 3 kilometers farther back.Dn the left of the sector st of the Boau

de la Pirnathe Germans still occupied the Essen trench to include a bend

inthis half a kilometer to the west of the American boundary. This bend

occupied an elevation from which flanking fire was delivered on the Americans
in their initial advance, which greatly retarded the operations of the

division.' It was known to the *4icans as "Essen Hook."
The 3d Brigade (9th and 23d Infantry) was- plac-ed in peserve south of

the Navarin Farm ridge.
The artillery of the 61st French Division remained in place. The 2d

Field Artillery Brigade moved into the sector' October I. Both came under

the 2d Division when the command passed at 8 a.m., October 2/
Divisional Headquarters were esitjabllhled at 8 a.m,, October 2d, in a

dugout (wagram) on the Souain-Somme-Py road 1 kilometer north of Souain.

The relief of the 61st French Division by 'the 2d Division was made, on .

verbal orders, 'the witten orders not arriving at 4th Brigade headquarters un-
til 4.40 a.m. - after- sbh relief was dfdected.

The 2d Division, after taking its position in line, was the left (west)

division of the 21st French Corpse The' 67h French Division was on its

rightand the, 21st French Division on its left.
A general attack had beencontemplated for 'ctober 2d, byt it was -post-

poned until the 3d, andtthe day of the 2d and the night of the 2&-3d was
devoted to clearing' out those portions of Essen trench still occu.pied by

'the Germans. 'This was accomplished easily, as the Germans .jithdrew from the

front of the 4th Brigade during the night, allowing the StlMarines to
occupy Essen trench north of Sorme-Py without difficulty, while tihe 6th

Marines lost 15 men by fire from Essen Hook.

Field Orders No.35, which presc'ibed the attack of the 2d Divaitaaon on
October 3, was issued at 11 p.m. October 20..The proposed plans had been
discussed by the division and brigade comman.'ers the afternoon of October
2., The written order did not reach 4th Brigade headquarters until 4,40,
a.m. October 3, and.the commanding officer of the leading battalfor' of the
6th Marines did not receive his copy until H hour and did not're-.d it un

tit he had attained his objective.

The division was to attack with both brigades in lInc,. 3d Brigade and

3d Battalion French tanks on right, 4th Brigade and 2d Battalion French

tanks on left; each brigade in column of regiments, the leading regiment in
three lines of one battalion each, and the rear regiment in reserve. The

division objactive was the road Pon (exclusive) to Blanc Mont (inr:].u'=ivo
wit -an outpost line a kilometer in advnce of the roadA
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1.At 6,20 p. m. Uetiober 2, G 3, 2d fljvis' J n, recoivod the' following
message irom Lieut% White, liaison officer with the 21st French' Division
"The 21st Division 'attacks the enemny on its front to-morrow at '5.30arn~
supported by'tanks. Its imimediate objectives are at t1be trenchand the
Essen trench. It was stopped by the Essen trench, which 1t had been
attacking to-day . ." It other words, the objective of the 21st
French Division was 2 kilometers in rear of the objective of~ the 2d Division.,
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The '2d Field Artillery Brigade assisted by the artillery of the 6lstFreih
Division was to support the attack by 'prparation 'of 5 minutes,a creeping
barrage to '300' meters beyond the objective, asanding barrage of 30 minutes on
this line after the arrival " of the left brigade on the objective, or until H
plus 2 hours and 38 minutes, and a creeping barrage to a line 1,300 meters
beyond the objective. Here'the barrage was to rest until the Infantry outpost
line was established. The 252d French Aviation Squadron was. attached to the
Division.

H hour, originally set for 6:30 a.m., was advanced 40 minutes and the
troops moved out at 5:50 a.m. The artillery preparation was made 15 minutes
longer than originally ordered, or '20 minutes in all., commencing at 5::30 am.

The 4th Brigade's parallel of departure was the Essen trench, which it
was already occupying5 ,the 5th Marines on the right and the' 8th Marines on the
left, At H hour the 6th Marines were to advance while the 5th Marines, wait-
ing until the 6th should clear, were to move by the left flank and follow, in
their rear as reserve.

The "jump off" was a much more difficult matter for the 3d Brigade, which
was some 7 kilometers in rear of its designated parallel of departure, -to
which place it had to proceed by a night march. This parallel, which was de'.

s gnated as "Present front on'the general line: 03.1.0-Altona" (northeast cor-
ner Bois-des-iPns L Altona), lay in territory still in the enemyt s hands,
though that' fact was unknown when the order was issued, A staff officer of
the 170th French Division had promised to furnish guides who were to meet-the
brigade near Butte- de-"Souain (in the Bois du Moineau and' Cleiri'ere des Aiiees),
but these guides, failed to appear. The result of this was that the 3d Brigade
spent most of the night of October 23 in getting to the positionfrom which-
the attack was delivered; and when it finally got there, it was not the posi-

tion ordered by Field Orders'No.35, but one-half a kilometer in rear of it,
north of the Essen trench and east of the Somme-Py Medeah Farm road. Most
of the brigade" arrived only a few minutes before H hour, At 3.O07 a.m. October
3 the chief of staff received' the following message from Gen. 2y, commanding
the 3d Brigadet

Units in place as follow : Two battalions 9th in, cormmunication with
other battalion of 9th. Not in communication with 23d. Guides did not

report at points given by staff officer of 170th French Division.
The 24d Infantry, after failing to find the guides near the Butte de

Souain, had struck out across couotry' in an effort to reach its position. Short-

ly before H hour officers from the reconnaissance party located the- regiment
and at 'H hour the regimental commander, Col. Stuart, reported his regiment
in position ready to advance.

According to Field Orders No.35 the' right of the 4th Brigade was to
start from a point in the Essen.trench (82.81) just east of the $omme-Py-St.t
Etienne road, while the left of the 3d Brigade was to start from "Altona",
2 kilometers to the northeast. The 3d Brigade really started. om a line one-

half kilometer in rear of the one indicat, but evertheless a gap of over a

kilometer existed between the two brigades who were to converge on the objective
This might hdVe proved a dangerous operation had the Germans not withdrawn
quite generally from the front of the 2d Division b'efore the attack started.

As it turned out the two brigades joined on the objective and the Germans who
remained- in the pocket were captured.

The 3d Brigade advancedwith the 9th Infantry leading and the23d Inf an-
try inreserve' The 67th French Division attacked ion its right. The first ob-

jective,' the road from lvedeah Farm to the- ctos.sroads 2kilometers to 'the south-
west (73.11) was taken.at, 8:30 a.m, and outposts were established on the

northern slope, of Blanc Mont-Medeah,.Farm ridge,

The 67th French Division on'the right connected with the 3d Brigade
slightly in advance of MedeahFarm; its line including Bois du Chien.Connection
was also made with: the Marines on. the left.

Casualties we re * few.
At 10.15 am.a battalion, of the 23d Infantry was placed at the disposal

of MlajBaker, of the 5th Marines, to resist a counterattack. This attackdiid not
develop and the battalion rejoined its regiment~

At 10:30 a.mn. Gen.Ely reported by phone to'G3:
'hird Brigade obj ective reached at 8:30 a,nicand consolidated by 9h

Infantry. A battalion of 23d Infantry7 sent forward about 3. kilometer as
ourtpost.;

When the 2d Division entered the line on the night of Qct~l-, a4h
E~-igade occupied th~ entire front of the division sector,Field Order No.35,2d
Tuis j.on. directed the attack of Oct 3 to be made in column of regiments in
'-&u r ;d a, the 4th Brigade parallel of



departure to extend from the crossroads (82.81), 1 kilometer northwest
of Somme-Py, to'the Bpyau de'Bromberg. This was a front of a little
more than a kilometer and lay in the se ctor *of the ' 6th Mariies* which
led the advance followwd by the 5th Marines, in reserve. Each regiment
was in three lines a battalion in each line and a machine gun company
attached to each battalion, To the leading'(2d) battalion of the 6th
Marines was attached e. French company of 12 light tanks and ons was
also attached to the following battalion (lst).

The troops advanced at 5:3 a.m. and y 8.:3 p re eon their ob-
jective, but Blanc Mont itself was still controlled by the Germans, who
occupied the woods on the western slope and had not been dislodged,
This territory lay within the sector of the French who were still
south of the Elbe and Essen trenches, The French tanks moved forward
with the leading battalions. The advance was opposed by machineggun
nests in front add in the triangular area between the brigades, which
space had nMt been covered in the attack. It was later cleaned up by
the 4th Marines, assisted by two eompanies of the 3d Brigade. Before
reaching the objective the 1st Battalion, 6th Marines, came up on the
right of the leading (second) battalions, and both advanced together
to the objective,

The greatestobs~tacle. to'the advance of the 4th Brigade was the Ger-
man possession of Essen Hook, This was a system of trenches and dugouts
forming a. part of the Elbe and Essen line-wthe rearmosc line of the, main
German.. position. The Hook formed a bend to the north in the line and was
located on a hill 20 meters above the country across which the 4th Brigade
was ordered to advance and one half kilometer to the west of its sector.
It flanked this country perfectly and the left of each battalion suffered
from the machine guiis'located. on the Hook. The French had unsuccessfully
attacked this pottion of the line on October 2, in an effort th e:pl
the Germans froin Essen trench, On October 3, .the 21st French Division
renewed the operationand at 7:45 AM was' attacking Essen-Trench. At about
8:30 a.m,, the French were* still fighting in the. Saale and Minden trenches
just south aid west of Essen Hook, and a platoon of 5th Marines and some
French tanks were reported to be assisting them from the 2d Division sec-
tor*.

The platoon Of the 5th Marines mentioned aboy was in, rea:t3r the
17th Company, 5th Marines, reinforced bya section from. the 8th Machine
Gun. company and a 37-millimeter gun . This detachment belonged to the 1st
(rear) battalion of the 5th Iarines, and earlyon October 3 was ordered
to clean out the Hook after the oter five battalions of the brigade
had advanced beyond the trenches. he Hook was captured and turned over
to the French, along with about 100 prisoners, before 11 a.m, and the
detachment re~oined its battalion,

The .French did not retain possession of the Hook, and the Germans ro-
occupied, it' the afternoon .of October 3

At 5:10 p.m. t the chief of staff, 2dDivision, informed Col Lay, in-
formation officer.wih, 21set Erench Corps, that the 2d Division was under
artillery fire, from th.e west and that the 21st French Division had not ad-
vanced beyond Essen Trench and requested that.orders he given it to do so.
At 7:45 p.m, iutnWhite reports the 21st'Division line, to be running
north from. (and :including) Essen Hook to some psitches of woods one-half
kilometer northwest of the. Hook, anato be .in.communication with the
Americans 1,kilometer north of the Hook, As.a ixnter of fact the French
line did not.;include : Essen-Hook, .but .ran northwest from the nook which
'was. still occupied by the Germans the night.-of October '3c4. This retarded
the operations of the 4th Brigade on ' 0ctober3-and enabled the Germans
to cling to the x1xtkwastern slopes of Blanc: Mont! from which the
4th Brigade had to dislodge themaon October 4; from here they fell
back to St Etienne line, where they made a sdcond stand
until October 1,.
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"Th 's cond 'attack an the ft~ioo''f' October3 Was made pursuant to

instructio' ns from Gen, Nj.lin,4 c6thtandihgth&, 2ls'Corps,'. wihih 'directed
the 2:d Divison.to' advance, leaving one battalion to suppbr the left. Gen
Naulin 'then'knew that the. 2d Diision' had gained its fir t .objective.

A message to the '2:'Div fri-om they informatin officer with the 21st French

Div.at 11:20 am.,';stated that the Iatter'divibibon had taken the German

trenches in its front and was, advancing northwlfd.
The attack wps ordered by F:,Oa 3.6,2d Div,. issued at 4 PM which prep

scribed merely that two brigades should move forward from their present

positions to a line extending from theioad fork about 1 kilometer SW of
Scay Farm to a point od Blanc Mont-St Etienne road about.1 km south of
that village,, there to establish:and hold a'line of resistance. The 2d FA
Brig was to support the,movement , obut a battalion of the 35th French Arty
that. supported the- first attack was.' withdrawn from the control of the 2d Div

during the second attack in order to assist the French attack.against
Essen 'trench.

Hi hour was. given as 4B?(, but the 23d Inf which made the attack in

tae 3d Brig sector, did not pass through the 9tht"nf until 5PM, and the
attack 'proper 'was made by the lst 'n 'at*'6PM Some.distance was gained and

the: leading bn reached the high ground southeast of St Etienne,.,where: it

occupied a'salient with bath:flanks explosed. This position'was in the 4th
-Brigade sector, as the dividing line between' brigades ran.just to the east
of hill 160'.' which was the high' ground, occupied.

In the',Jth Brig the advance prescribed by F036*was made by the :5th

Marines''which :passed through the 6th, and was able'to' advance only.about'

L kms where 'it' hund on under fire. Two companies .of the 6th 'Mrinewere
ordered up to protect-the'left flank.

At midnightthe line of the 2d Div was approximately as follows: The

th Inf ocn the road from Medeah Farm to the crossroads 2 kms to the SW The

23d Inf between this road and the hill I km SE of St.Ktienne. The tleading
bn on this hill was over.2:.kms in advance of the .9th Inf and not in communi-
cation with either the. Wrench 67th Div on 'thb right. or the 4th Brig on the
left The- 5th Marines. a little north of the Blanc Mont, ridge road N., of Blanc
Mont, The 6th Marines south of Blanc Mont Ridge, road, The'left of the 4th
Brig line was refused because of the Germane still 'on the western slgpe, of

Blanc -Mont.
The area occupied by the Inf was a triangle, its base line from edeah

Farm to. the southeastern slope of Blanc Mont and its opex the hill 1 km SE

of St.-Etienne, The difficulty of this positrira is evident, as on the right
tfie Wrench had not advanced as far as Medeah Farm and on. the left they were
.still south of Blanc Monte

On Oct 3 the 36th Div was transferred rom the reserve of the-Group of

Armies of the Center to the reserve of the 4th .French Army effective on Oct 4.
On the night Oct 4-5 the 71st Inf Brig and the 111th FS Bn were trans-

ferred by truck from the region Tours sur-Mvlarne to the. Suippes-Somme- , Suippe

area.
FO 3j, 2d 'Div issued at 6 AM, Oct 44' directed a resumption of the! ad-

vance to the north. The designation at H hour was postponed until aero-

planes should report as to the position of the divisions on the flanks--
whether or not these divisions were abreast of the 2d Div.'

At daybreak Oct 4, the Germans counterattacked the 23 ; Inf in its-ad-.
vanced position and were 'repulsed. This regiment also suffered considerably

from fire in therear, from machine guns .that had 'e en passed by during its
advance of the prevbious evening orthat had slipped thro the line. At{2 M

the 1st Bn was holding the front inn some old German trenches se of St. E

tienne while the 3d Bn and a part of the 2d were protecting the flanks. Con-
no3 ttiOk2with the 67th French Div ,on .the right had not been established, but
the '5th Marines advancing along-the Somme Py-St Etienne road north ofBlanc
font during the morning had relieved the situation on that flank.

Dulring themight Oct 3-4 the 22d French. Div relieved. the 21st French'

Div S"of Blanc Mont. The 22d Div advanced the morning of Oct 4 along the
Boyaux Beyreuth and..Nuremburg; it did not take as its objective the western

slopes of Blanc Mont, which were still occupied by the Germans, but 'ore
away toward .the NW., At about.tOAM, a bn of the. 22d 1Piv was arriving at
the St. Pierre-St Etienie road, and other French troops were approaching
the Arne river,,to the northwest of St. ?ierre. Thus the advance of this

division did not immediately .reliee the situation n~ the left flantkof the
44AIJ Brig altho it undoubtedly made the Gemans on Blanc Mont apprehensive
as they wee nowa occupying ;a saient'psition anid this made the final opera-
.os ag~ainst the hill much easier for the 4th;: Brig.:

The 67th Division (French) n 'the right of the 3'Brig also advanced
th~e morning of October 4, butC was stopped before noon on the line Orfeuil-
~nru~t Vhateau. This. division seemus to hae been in cmmunicaion with



with the 9th Inf near Meheah Farm.; but not with: the 23Ld Iftin its advanced
posit ion.

At about 12:30 PM,' tije division ,comman3. r."2d 'Div designated -W hour as
2:30 - M. The lst Bn '23d Inf," which was, occupying a sa lent positi'on southear
of St. Etienne advanced toward the' ridge' NE '6 f'the village . This attack was
not supported. on either" flank, as the 4th Brig. did, not advance at all, and
the French 67th'-Div, lighting 'south 'of Bemo nt Chateau was too f ar away to--,
render assistance'. The attacking waves camne immediately under heavy machine
gun fire as well as a counter barrage. Casualties were numerous, the bn core-
madder 'was -killed, and after an advance of only 300 yards, the battalion
withdrew to its former position °in the Germnan trenches 'SE of St.- Etienine.

The attack ordered by FO 37, 2d Div for.-Oct 4, was not carried out by tha
4th Brig because "it was considered inadvisable to advance leavine the
machine gun nests on the western slopes of Blanc Mon~t intact." Some cpera-.
tiozas were undertaken against these nests without much' success. 'The 4th Brig
commander' reports that they were 'reconnoitered the afternoon of. Oct 4 and
unsuccessfully attacked during the evening. The reconnaissance evidently
involved some hard fighting. At 2:20 PM the .regimental commander, %th
Mjarines ' aoth5 ae badly shot up", And r quests artillery fire north of
Blanc Mont.: At 2:40 PM the adjutant, 4th Briga.de reports Marines held up by
fire from east .end 'of 'Blanc M1ont and at 3:05 PM~the division information
officer with. the 4th Brig ,reports that machine gun nests on west end of Blanc

'Mont are. causing heavy casualties in 4th Brigade.
At 3?'v the chief of Staif, 2d ,Division informed G3 21st' French Corps,

that the 2d Div was unable to advance because. the divisions on~ its. flanks had
failed to keep abreast and that the 22d F~rench Div on' the left-had advanced
weft instead of north. He also tol1d him. that' the 2d Div could not maintain
its position. north' of Blan~c Mont and M-edeah Farm, unless u s flanks were
covered.

Late in the afterno-on,'however, the situation on the western slopes
of Blanc Mont eased 'up somewhat. At 4 PM the resistance there had-ceased
and' the .6th Marines were advancing, Having cleaned up. the machine guns, In this
the 17th :French Inf assisted,

At .9:05 PM the regimental 'comdr 6th Marines repo-to a -gap of 400 to 500
yds between his regiment and the 22d French Div and the information Of fi cer'

rji h the 224,2xxkDDV reports that' at 5:40 :PM the division is in commiuni-
cation with the Marines at a point 400 me ter5 no'rth of °Blanc Mont.

A t midnight 'Oct 4, the I itu ation in the 3, 1B5jg was pr&catically the
same' as on. Oct '3. In the 4th Brig the5t Marines ware still on the Blanc
Mont-IMedeah Farm ridge, their right nearte crossroads o the Sommer-P~t
St. Etienne road and their ?eft rt~used ;t ,a^ 'n face the eastern slopes of
Blanic Mont.' The 6th Marines had p ssed B 1r(sirt aid. were in communicano
with the 22d French Jiv which 'Was near. Sty. Pis7 re, he Germans still held
the crest-and eastern slope's of' Blanc Mont but the were .prs,~tica3.ly surround-
ed there. They held St. Etienne, whence they had driven back patrols of the
23d Inf. In the front of'the 2d Div, the Germans were holding a line from
St. Etienr through the' cemetery to. the east

At 11PM the '3d En 341st French FA bas placed at the -disposal of the 2d
DI-vr

F0 38s 2d Div issued at 4 am., Oct 5 directed the division to, continue
its adva~nce 'toward the same' objective given in F0 37-ivachaul-yauroy. H
hr was not given, and at 9:05 a.m,tbhe division commander in a telephgne
conv Asto u ~ith the division commander, of the 3d Brig said '1H hr
will nit be' givren".4 In the sae conversation he describes the cleaning
up of Blanc M6nt and says 'that all the 2d Div 'will do on Oct 5 will be to
keep m a~cst of, the French Dive on the flanks-that no formal attacks will
take; pijaceo Thins Y +C':38, 'eas practically revoked .as far as' the 3d Brig

e d +de. i d The 23,11n mrade no attempt t6 advanoce At 3:40 PM the line
of the 3d Br.g etenid d I km SE of St. Etienne to SE Medeah Farm practically
the same as5 n Oct 4 LT i3~ Tf was zctil1 'occupyi.ng the right of the
4th Brigades eector at 4,:05,'PM

At 6:15 a~mo, October. 5, the 3d BA 6th Marines, attacked 'the German
machine guns on Blanc Mont and with no casualties, carried the hill 'and
raptured 209 prisoners, besudes' much materiel,, including 75 machine guns and
trench' mort a The bloodless character of this ente~prise was due to the
'.f;- icient artillery preparation bt the, 2d 'Field Artillery Brigade.
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This operation'swas- prelimoinary to' -thfe- advance ,prescribed bs FiO8', the
provisions of which could not have been carriesout as long as the Germrnae
occupied the Blanc M~'ont.-

The operation' report of the 4th Brig states' that pursuant to FO
No. 3$,'the 4th--Brig. attacked in the .direction Macha*[1t .Cauroy on the
afternoon- of' Oct 5. The '6th Marinres' paused thru the nth Mivatinee, the 2d
Bn l ea ding, and, the attack was ..stopped by achiie gun:f ire' 2 kms SE" of St
~ienne, wbere the troops dug in. the're cords d6 not shuw' that H hour' was

designated to the 4t~h Brig and it is probable that 'this imovement"was- in
line with Gen Le~jeu es intention not to make any f ormnal attacks on Oct 5.
but merely to keep his line abreatt.'of the French Divisions on the, flanks.
This advance relieved the situation on the left of the 23d Inf antsy'which
had been occupying an advance d position, partly in ithe .4th Brigs sector,.
since October 3..

On the right of- the 2d Div the. French .73d .Diu attacked at 5:15 agn.
October 5,s and at 610',A.M., had reached Walimuller: Lager,' gbout 1 km
I~ of' Madea Farm. 'Here :it was stoppe4 and then fell back to its line, of
departure. he' 17.0th. Div '(French)' .was then put, in' at 11 am., evidently
without success, as at 8:25 pm. ;the 'informiation officer with the French
reports to" G3 -that 'the .Fienchb bipe "for' success. and will do their best.
Gen °Naulin, c omdg the 21st Corps, was evidently 'apprehensive about tle
situation' on the right of .the 2d ;Div."In a mneseage to Gen. Le jeune at' 12:40
put, he' tells 'him that ' rench div had been ordered to send ags'istance to
the' 73d "Div0 and he request's, the 2d' Div not to" hesitate to"' engage it s
reserves 'On that flank, The right flank of the 3d .Brig was 'still resting on
Me deah ,Farm the' eveniang ofl Oct 5.

On the 'left of ' the2d" Div the 'French situation'was ,nore favorable The
2.2d Div advanced Wt ~fh little. opposition at 6 ' a .'. n d 10 55 aam. had'
reached. St Pierfec.a Arnes + its righa etendin about 1' km; oward St
Etienne, This-~' .s abbe .to' do because BDlanac Mont' had' been' cleared' of the
Germans machine guns. At 3:40 FM' St' Etienne was. erroneously reported
captuired. While patr8:s may have entered' the western part of the, village
on Oct 5, there was fighting back sand Iforth in" the 'town and cemetery on
0ct75'6-.7 and the place was not definitely taken until Oct 8. Howevek' the
advance o'f the 22d Div br~oi.~t the Freh 'tie :abreactt of the 2d Div so that'
at 1:45 PM the two dips 'were, in commtvnioaticn, about one half km 8 of St. .%4
Etienne:~

At' 3 pm; the 4th "MO' Bn until 'thenx.in. r zsexrve- received 'orders to report
to the 3d Brig. Company B was sent to 'the 23d Inf and' Co A was held at
Brigade eadquiarter's,

b'.Ij~t-1oftjeO3d:' Br gale'"was ur h.raged- the, night of Oct-5-6. 'The',4th
Brig' had advanced on its line"'so that. b - o'n Bted with the '23dINf on the
ridge SE of St. Et: enne, whence it exte; dei west and connected 'with the
trench :about one half 'km- S of that' VVIla6 0

The French 22d Div had"'expeitienced ' 6 little opposi tiin in itd ad-
vance that it believed the Came. Conditions'existed on'the 26. Divs front.
The 118th French Thf finding nothing in front &t it' to the west of Bt.
Etienne,. sent a message at'-4:55'PM to the* 2d D~v 'recommending that the
latter advance also, as 'probably little resistance woild'be met. The en
events of Oct' 6-7 were to . bve4 that the 'German z' in _ :f ort. was directed
ag i ne t the 2d Div front , as this. division wvas the most dangerous to thet .
German p1an' of withdrawal.

The '1st Inf Brigade and, the 111th FS. Bn of. the 36th American Div
were placed at the disposal of the '21st French 'Corps at 8 a.m., Oct
..On October 6, they' wereplaced 'at. the disposal of the 2d Division.

The remnainder of' the.36th Division' (less artillery) was on Oc~ 6 and '
moved, ,by marching to'the Suippes area,

The 36 th 'Div~.sijon'during its operations in Ohampgne was ehott a.
large amount c' trasnportation.This shortage was supplied ii; phrt
by tha French a a in part by the 2d Division, but at .all, times
its movements, were hampered.

J'WV/bmnr. .
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On October 6S the only: fighting consisting of .srall local actions in
which the: line was slightly advaniced. These local at hs .Involved ani Attack
of 6:30 a.m. by the 3d Battalion,:6th Marines, on machine--gun nests southeast
of St.Etienne, which were captured: at 9:30 a. z, thus cleaning up the' country
south'of the S to Etienne-Orfeuil road. The '23d Infantry ;also participated in-
this attack, which the 3d Brigade commnander states was. necessary because dur-
ing the attacks on 0ctobeI' 3-5 a' part of the 23d Infantry had gotten. into the
Marine sector, 'and, when moved out of it the ,night of ,O tuber .5 6 .in compl-
ance with division orders, the vacated space was. not occupied, promptly by the
Mar'ines; the Germans therefore came back and delivered flanking fire from the
west on the 3d Brigade.. The result of this attack was to bring the, front
of the 2d Division up. to the General 'line of the, St.Etienne-.Orfeui1. road,,
which is' where the 71st Brigade relieved it the night vf* October 6-7, The
liine was not. continuous,. nor were the troops shel~tered, except .in shell holes

or-. foxholes made -by the men themselves.: Neither did, it -follow the !roa.-exactly
but -departed from~ it' :at places by several hundred -meters. On the. right the
line* connected with- the 73d.French Divisionnorthwest of Medeah Farm, .rdon,
the l-eft~ with the 7th French. Division, about. one- half kilometer south, .of St,
Etienne.. The Germans still occupied the cemetery and the. eastern..part of St.
Etienne, and the French line was bent around it - to the west. and north,

The relief of the. front-line of the'- 2d Division by the 71st Brigade was
effected the night of October.6-7,pursuant to Field Order No.39w 2d Division,
vuich directed the 3d., and 4th Brigades to.leave one battahion4 -an each brigaeA-
sector .until further orders. The brigade machine-gtun bate .lions,~9kes -arta:-;
and the, 37 millim~eter: detachments were to. remain. for 24 hours with, the in-cer.

ing brigade. Mortars ,and 37 mill1imeter, guns, wre to be. turned: over, to the t 3let
Brigade when the,. 2d. Division personnel withdrew.

'The 71st Brigade, which had had a difficult march on October 5 frem'
Somme-suippes to. south of Somme-?y, started for the front-line at 5.30 p.m.
..'Guides from, the 2d Division were tg have met. it. in Somme-Py, but some' did. motK
turn up and those .that did .were not X11 acquainted with the country.. The -

suit was that. the entire night was spent by the troop~s in marching. and' countdruw.
marching thr~ough the rough country between Somm-.e-Py an4 the front liiae.. y.

daylight; however,. all' troops were in position except the Headquar2ters Company
of the 142d Infantry, which wandered around .until afternoon.

The 141st infantry relieved the 23d Infantry,,-which withdrew to the-
P. alone Hill. The 9th InfantKr r was left in line,.:each of. its battalions being
put alongside .a corresponding battalion of the. 141st In.fantry, which hadits
let Battalion in front, 2d Battalion in support, and 3d in reserve,,,The .142d

Infantry relieved the 6th Marines, putting :fis 2d Battalinon in front, its :lP'
in support, and its 3d in. reserve. The, 6th Marines withdrew to' Blanc Mont -

ridge and the .5th. Marines remained in support. Companies B aind G, 132d Machiqi:
Gun Battalion,' were attached to. the 141st infantry, and Companies A and D to
the 142d Infantry,

The commnanding general, 3d Brigade, retained coi , and of his' brigade
.sector.. At. 12:10. p m, October 7 he' informed the commanding general', 71st Brat-
gade'.o f. the fact and: directed that. the sector, which included the 141st I1'if'
antry, be extended 500 yards to the right so as to take over ground held by

the French. This. anomalous state of affairs might' have had serious. consequenlces
but it does not seen to have 'done so,

No f ighting ocrrdintenmriar ot nO tober7, The ottirae®.wavs ':
utilized in reorganizing the lin ih'h 1st rgad , il~fr ime,-

end making' .arrangements for-t he next att~tck,* which all knew to 'be. impndingR
During the day conflicting report's were received as to the pos555ssOnA

of St. Etienh eay the French. The information off icer with the' 22d French
Division reports that th1e Germnans'.took the town mna fog at 6:20 a.mt, but,
that the French.: recaptured it at 8:30. The town is reported to be occttp)iOd. by
Germans' bef ore 8:40 a.m..' These two reports agree, ?out. at 11:50 ayrm, 'a patr'ol~

of the '6th Marines was fired on from cemetery and western~ (eastern?) edge of
the tow4 and at 1:15 a.m. . " - _ : 6th Marines reported that ;they esti-.
mated 200 Germans in St. Etienne and more coming over the hill. They -relieved.
that the Germans were trying to filter into the town ant:, trive the rpma nin g
French out.The 21st Corps believed 'that the French 1eld the town, a's- it seitt
two messages to the 2d Division requesting the latter to take it over~ The-
facts are that the Germans held the eometbery and the greater part of St. -Pti-en '
while the French had a precarious f outing 'in the western part of itt.
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During the afternoon reports were received that the;Germans were digging
in 1 1/2 kilometers northeast of. St...Etienne,' and that they were massing in the

woods northeast of the ton Also that their heavy artillery had been ordered
back and that :the infantry was to make aiwo days' stand. There was every in-
dication that the Germans intended to hold on a line running from St. Etienne
through the cemetery and thence to the northeast along the ridge toward Semide.

The 7th French Division relieved the 22d on the left ofhe 2d Division
the night of October 7-8.

The attack of October 8 was made pursuant to Field Order No.40, 2d Divi

.Which prescribed an advance in the direction
hi chau~lt--auroy. Tre infantry attack. was to be made by the 71st Brigade on
the front it wa's.occupying, The 2d Division was to constitutethe reserve

and furnis-h- the troops for flank. protection and connection with adjacent divi-
sions, Two battalions of. French tanks were assigned to the ? 3t Brigade, The

36th Division had no artillery, and the 2d Field .Artillery Brigadewith attached
French Artillery (29th,341st, 452d F.A.) was to support the attack, The written
order was issued atb 11 p.m. October 7, but on the afternoon of the 7th the com-

inanding general of, the 71st Brigade was summoned to the 2d Division headquarters
where he received verbal orders. 'fo the attack.

The field. order issued by the 71st Brigade for the attack on October 8
was practically. a copy. of Field Order No,40,2d Division, 3 except that .the tasks
of the two infantry regiments were prescribed. These were to attack in column
of battalioiSis, which were to "leapfrog"'as each successive.. objective was-gained,

the leading battalion becoming the rear battalion after the first objective' was

gained, theswcond battalion- becoming the leading one, and the rear one becom-

ing the second, etc,
H hourwas designated as 5:15 a,m.
The conmmanding general, 71st Brigade, assembled his .regimental corrninand-

er% during thbe vening of October 7, discussed the plans° f or the attack, and
issued a warning order,. He dismissed, them about 9 ppm, and-.they returned to
their headquarters and assembled the battalion cormm naders, who after receiving
their orders returned to battalion headquar'1rs arnd assembleds the company

commanders. All orders were based upon the verbal instructions given to Gen.
Whitworth at 2d Divis'ion headquarters, as Field Order A o.40 (with a memorandum
giving H hour -attached) did not reach the 71st Brigade ' until after midnight and
Field Order No. 1, 71st Brigade (with Fielid Crdcr 1.o'4 0 attached), was not sent
out until 3 am, and apparently got no farther than regimental headquarters,

Tae result of all.'this was that the company rcrml ;anders received verbal arders
that had bee f our times -verbally transmitted, those of the;,l4lst Infantry (ex-
cept Company A) receiving them. betwTeen 1land 3 am. , while the 142d Infantry

did not receive theirs until. about 5 a,m, H hour seems, to have reached the troops
just before.the attack 'was to start. The leading. battalion of 'the 141st Inf a
try received it 'at. about 5:13a~ The boattalion commander of the.leadi.ng batta-
lion of the 142d Infantry was still 'giving hi rinstruction to his, company com-

manders when the barrage started.

The 141st, infantry. attacked in the sector formerly occupied by the 3d
Brigade (rig1ht of the division sector). The.leading battalion (1st) started on

time, and imimediately encountered heavy artillery and machine gun fire, The

battalion ;commander, was killed. However, the troops advanced a short distance

north of the.St. Etienne-Orfeui1 road, .where they were definitely -stopped.
The 2d and 3d Battalions,.141st Infantry,,followed the lst in the order

naimed.' Neither. was ready to move at H hour the 2d becauso the battalion com-

mander decided to Thift his companies in line at the last moment, and the 3d
,because of'the.failure of the companies'to receive notification of H"hour,
Both battalions soon becam:e disorganized. However, groups of them kept .on and

joined the 1st Battalion, north of the Sty Etienne-Orfeuil road. Here the regi -
ment hung on the, rest of the day. Company. A, 141st. Infantry, had been on the

In the records o'f the 36th Division this order appears as F.O,39.The 2d Div.

issued two field orders numbered 39 and subseqgeitly renumbered.the second one

"40",°but t is change was not made in the copies sent to the 36th Division.

3 'F.040,' .2d Div, is made- apart of F.O.L, 71st Brigade, by notations such as

the following;""As per F..O,40,Headquarters 2d,Div attached." This necessitated

distributing t'he divisional field 'rder to all who received the brigade order,

which is not only likely to be. confusing but dangerous if the former should

be ;lost o nejI~t; rceivd.



extreme right of ' the battalion sector pCior to'the attack arid runners with
orders had failed.to' reach it. Nevertheless# it advanced shortly after H hour
also to a position north of the St. Etienne-Qrfeuil road, where it seemrs to
have formed some kind of flank protection for the advanced elements of the

regiment,
The 2d Battalion. 9th Infantry, which had been designated to connect

the 71st Brigade and the 73d French.Division, had become considerably in-
volved, At 8:40 am, its commanding officer reported that the 141st Infantry
had been stopped, that his losses were heavy, and that he-must have assist-

ioe, and at 9 a~in. heasked for relief The French 73d Division is reported
to have advanced and then retired'through the line or the 2d Battaliol9th

Infantry, This report is not substantiated, but it is true that they did not

advance sufficiently to better conditions on the right of the 71st Brigade. At

1114 a.m, the information officer with the 73d Division repor thatthe
French line extended west from Bois du Coq, which would be a prolongation

of the line to wwioh the fragments of the 141st Infantry were clinging.

At 2?40 p.m,.the corminanding officer, lst Battalion, 2d Engineers,
reported to -his regimental commander that. the battalion had relieved a batta-

lion of the 9th Infantry and stated that the American line was ahead of the

French line. A company of the 4th Machine Gun Battalion -was also placed at
the disposal of the Engineer Battalion, which took over the duties of flank
protection and connection between 71st Brigade and 73d French Division.

A battalion of French tanks was assigned to" the 141st Infantry, The

following report as ,to their operations .is an extract from the History of the
36th Division:

It was about this time (6:30 am.) that the tanks attached to
the regiment came into action. '* Their commanding officer, however, had not

learned the time of Hi hour, as the runner who was sent to him with the informa-
tion did not reach his post of command. In consequence the tanks did not

begin their advance on time and first made their appearance on the left
flank of the 141st Infantry some 15 minutes after the 2d Battalion had ", .

started the assault. They seem to have given some little assistance to var-
ious detachments of the 2d Battalion as it came forward, but as ' there was
no- liaison between the infantry and the tanks, and as the latter seemed to
have no concented plan of action their assistance was negligible " *

Worst of all, * * they twice fired into that detachxnent (3d Battalion
Headquarters and group of B Company), killing and wounding quite a number
of men. * * * All the tanks shortly'therof '. er left the 'field, * * * During

the course of the following afternoon (Oct 8 with the consent of the cot-
manding officer,- 141st Infantry, the tanks were withdrawn entirely from action

The. 141st Infantry had a hard, time on Oct 8, but the 142d had a harder.
To begin with, the company commanders did not receive their orders until about
5 a,m, - too late to allow thema to digest the orders properly and transmit

them to their companies. Coosequently the advance was from 5 to 15 minutes

late in.atarting, which largely nullified the effects of the' artillery barrage.

The 2d Battalion advancing northwest fought its w aypast Hill 160.

After it had overcome the German resistance on the Hill 160 ridge, the 'princi-

pal obstacle to the battalion's advance 'was the cemetery. at the northeastern
corner of St. Etienne, which was a mass of machine gun nests dug among and

through the graves, and which had a field of. fire of from 500 toL .000 meters

through an arc of 180 degrees from southwest to northeast. Parts of the bates

ta1ion finally arrived on the' St, Etienne-Semide road about 1 kilometer nrth.'

east of St. Aienne Here it was joined by pbrtions of the other battalions and

aine was established which seems to have extended from the -northeastern
corner of St. Etienne, through; the cemetery toward Semide. Here the 'troops dug

in. The left of the 'lne was secured at first by the French 7th Division,

whose line at 10:20 a;m,; was northwest of St.EEtienne, and'later on by the

occupation' of the town by American troops. But' the right was absolutely un-

covered, as a gap of more than 2 kilometers existed between the 142d and 141st

Infantry Regimeits, and moreover;. the latter's most advanced elements were mr:
than a kilometer in rear. This fact, and the disorganizationa of the troops

caused the'withdrawal of the 142d Infantry during' the late afternoon'to the

ridge through Hill 160. Communication with the French 7th Division was estab-

lished through the .American troops in and north of St.Etiennebut connection
~ith the 141st Infhtry as not btained unt the next day

The tans attached to thea 42d Infan-try reiidered no mor'e service thani'
those ith the 141st nfanty The tank commander ~faes killed early in the mnornu
i.ng whjlile the infantry Wras atacking~ Hill 160, and one tank disabed. The
others then wlithldrew.



St. Etienne itself does not seem to have caused much difficulty dur-
ing the fighting on Uctober 8. A platoon of Company 1, 142d Infantry, is
reported to have entered the town during the morning, estabished connec
tion with the French,. 'who were found thare in light force," and to have
remained there the remainder.of the day. A patrol of the 142d Infantry
probably entered St. Etienne, but the town can not be said to have been
in American possession until' about 11 a.m., when the 1st Battalion 6th
Marines, which was designated for liaison duty on the left of the 71st 7
Brigade, entered the town without -difficulty. Two of the. companies of
this' battalion attempted to occupytrenches to the north of the town,
but were unable to do so, whereupon they fell back on the other two
companies and occupied trenches to the south, connecting with 'the 7th
French Divisjn, At 4. 40 p.rr the mericanline included St' Etinee.
The evening of Uctoer 8, a battalion of the.2d Engineers reinforced
the Marine battalibon.

The 71st Brigade had been roughly handled. in its,.first active
servi ce. Its losses .-from all. causes-.klled, wounded, missing, and
gassed--arounted to 75 officers andl1,314 enlisted men,. a percentage of
33 for officers and 23 for enlisted. These losses were high, and appear-
ed.hhigher.. xaggeration of losses:always occurs especially in new troops,
and this action was no exception: At 8,45 a.m. a message from the 71st
Brigade to G-3 states that the losses' had been 50 per cent. This and
other discouraging reports caused considerable apprehension as- to the safety
of the right flank of the 71st Brigade, and the ligade' come ander requested
that the '72d Brigade and 131st Machine Gun, Battalion be ordered to rein-
force him. Gen. Lejeune repeated this request to the 2lstCorps, at the
same time telling Gen. VWhitwvorth that he had orderedGen. Ely to put
in everything he had. In the meantime the 71st Brigade had stopped ad-
vancing, and as the Germans not counter attack, reinforcements' were
unnecessary.

The failure of the 71st Brigade is not fully explained by its heavy
losses, The chief of Staff of the '36th Division. states that the failure
of'the attack was largely due to the fact that the line of departure. was
given as the St. Etienne-Orfeuil road, whereas the true line was generally
some distance in'rear of that road" the artillery .- barrage thus left
untouched.the ;advanced German machine-gun goups, which were able to
oppose 'and disorganize the advance of the ist Brigade from the very be-
ginning' of the attack.

'The sketch referred to in the Artillery Annex to Field Order No,40,
2d rDs 3.si'on, shows thatthe barrage came .dcwn o,1 a line between 300
and 400 meters north of the St. Etienne 0Cr2F uil road. The irregular front
line of the 71st :Brigade, while it followed : ho general line of this roads
departed from it in places by several hundre: meters, and wasin advance
of it ohly in the left of the, sector. It is therefore certain that a
strip several huxidr~ed meters wide in front of the 71st Brigade wa.s un4
touched by the barrage and the rents of the battle indicate tha +iht.
Germans had .maohine guns in this area. Such a situation was not un-
common! during ,the war, and was uduall met by withdrawing the troops
from the front line gfore an attack' in order to allow the barn a-g-e to cover
doubtful territory. Iia~d this been done, the barrage could xx*xhave been
placed as far south o6f .where it actually l aas desired. Why this was
not done it is, impossible to say, ,except that haste seems to have-Char"
acterized this whole attack.

Thef'ont line of the 71st Brigade on the night of October 8-9
rii generally east and west from a point about 2 kilometerqAiorthwest of
Mdeah Farm to the western slope of. Hill l60. In the actor of the 141st
Infantry it was -parall e., to the St. Etienne-0rfeuil road and about 400

'meters north of i.t Iz that of the.142d Infantry it was bent to the
north around Hill 3.150e The, line uis. held by provisional organizations com-
posed of such men as could be essejnbed. 't was not continuous and tho
two 'infantry' regimentiw were not in commrunic ;.tior. The battalion of the 2d
Engineers maintained communic.tion with the 73d.French Divis:on on the
right and a battalion of the 6th ' arines , reinforced by b attalion of
the 2d. ngineers held St. Etisenne and the cemetery' and wor'e in communica-
,ton with the French 7th Djvi$ion. X3X X) X MXKXX The line was
spported: by the infantry of=ie 2d Division din Blanc Mont-Medeah Farm
:ide.~

.Instrctions received by the comander of the 71st Brige early on
0cto~r 9 directed him to rectify his line and organize it in depth; to
;rninain contact with the enemiy and adjacent divisions; to reconnoiter
-Wi tench svs'em 800 meters north of St. Etinne aid to take it over
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if' unloccupied anid to prepare to attack 'it at 10 a~in, if occupied; to pre-
pare to take over entire sector of 2d Division, which was to be wi'th..
drawn on the night of October 9-io/

The. 71:st Brigade, however, was in no condition to 'attack~. It -de-
voted the day to the reorganization of its troops, who were stret.dhed
across the divisional' sector in a'single' line, without either supports
or" reserves except those furnished by the '2d Division. There was no
mixing of regiments, but within each regimental sector battalions,
companies, and platoons had lost all signs of organizatitn.' Provisional
units were formed, and were ,placed so as. to' fill up gaps in the line,
rectify it., and-secure communication with adja.cent units..

*The .line of the 142d Infantry had been .erroneously reported as in,''
" ear. of that of the '141st 1nfantry. In order- e-to'c orvect' this a-'pro-
visional battalion of the 142d Infantry, 'accompanied 'by a'platoon of
Stokes mortars and one of machine guns, attempted t~vanee toward St.
Etienne about '11.30 a.'m., but did not get far beyend the crest of the
Hill 160 ridge. Here it took shelter and waited until a tight, when it
returned, to Hill. 160. This, was the only offensive operation. during the
day. '

There, was no' change in' the pos'ition of the 71st Brigade' s line of
October 9. A. battalion of the 2d engineers still w~as connecting the
Y41 st Inf'eitry'with the French 73d c divisioan on the right.' Un the
left, however, the battalion of the 6th Mhaiies 'had occupied the trenches
700 meters north of' St. Etienne. This' left flank infor'mation group,
composed of 9urines and -Engineers, was relieved the night- of ~ctober
9-10 and 'on ctot'er 10 by detachments of the '142d infantry taken f romn
Hill 160.' The front line of the 36th Division then' included St. Etienne
and ;the cemetery, two points that had' given. so much. ti fjble',to 'both French
and americans..

The Fourth French Army "order of the days" for October 9, stated.
that the fraction of the 36th' Division north of Suippes (the'part not
already- engaged) was placed at. the. disposal of .the 21st' Corps, and that it
would relieve the 2d Division accept artilleryt On October 8 the co.mmand,'-
ing general).22st Corps, directed the 36th Division-itd relieve' the 2d
Division the evening of Pctober' 9.

The relief was effected.,by Field Order'No. 41, 2d'Division, which
prescribed that it should be completed before ,5 a.m, October >10. The 2d
Field Artillery Brigade, the 2d Engineers, and certain supply and sanitary
units and materiel, 'were to remain with the 6th Divisions and the machine
guns in the front line and support. position~s weret:4o remain for 24 -hurs
Command wasto pass to the 36t~h Division a 10 a-1 t. October 10'

The 36th Division (less artillery, field signal battalion,' and '71st
Brigad-e) . t'the time of receipt of General Order No, 41, 2d Division:
was in the .area4 Suippes-Sousin . The 72d Brigade and the 131st M'achine.
Gun Battalion .were ordered to concentrate 'during the' day of 0etaber 9 in
the vicinity of Navarin Farm preparatory to exffecting the relief. The
signal. battalion was already in this vicinity. -'The mce conducted by guides
from the' troop,. to be, relieved, they .proceeded at 9 p~in+ to their
reppective areas.

The 143 d Infantry relieved .the 3d Brigade in its support and reserve
positions. The 2.darid. 3d Battalions relieved the 23d Infantry. about.
2 kilome;'ers southeast of Ste Etienne', south of the St. Etienne'0rf euil
road and east of the St. Etienne-Somme-PY, road.' The 1st Battalion took
positicn near. Pylons.

T4he 144th .'nfantry- relieved the 4th Brigade. Its ls-tBattalion rs>-
lieved the 6th '"1arines southeast of St. Etienne and west of the St.

Etienne-Some-° y :rbad. The 2d and 3d Battalions relieved the 5th.)vi°in'es

just north of '.Bjenc Mont~.
Both re'gimens stated that they were 'able to obta n but, little

nforniation from.-the troops relieved.
Companies .G-and J, 133d 1"'achine Gun Battalion, were attached to the

1431 Infantry, and' 0Companies A and B. to, the 144th Infantry.
The 72d Brigade headquarters were establisher) about 14 kilometers

southwest of Somnie-Py,:at the former headquarters of the 4th Brigade.
The relief was completed' t 2.30; a.mn. 'Uctob'er 10, except that the

M3~~ achine Gun Battalion did not 'get~ into position'until late the same
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Orders issued by the 21st French Corps for %ctober 10 contempl~ated
the cleaning up by the 36th Division of' certain trenches 1,200 meters
north of St. Etienne. This, operation was to cmmmence at 9,30 aa.*
October 10, and when the orders for it were received at headquarters 'of
the filst Brigade the relief; of the 2d Division had not, been completed,
Thus* theorder, if obeyed, would have necessitated 'an advance and. probably-
an attack by the' 71st Brigade, and its commanding general. believing his
brigade not sufficiently recovered from its efforts of November'8., went
to headquarters 'of' the 2d Division and had the, contemplated attack ab-
andoned.

The command 6,. the sector passed' from the' 2d to- the 36th Division at '" .'

10 a.m.. October 10,, and the 36th Division. headquarters was-established
at the former headquarters of the 2d Dive sion at Somrne-. y. The command-
ing general', 2d Division, and his assistant chief' of staff, G'-3, remain-
ed with, the comianding general., 36th Division', for 24 hours -longer.

The 2d ivisi (less the units to remain with the 36th Division) 4

was assembled near Navarro Farm~, whence it marched to the Suippes-Somme
Suippes area, The' 3d Brigade marched to Ui.llete 4 milometers northeast of
Suippes and the 4th Brigade to the Suippes-Nantivet-Somme-Suippes area,,
where it 'passed to the reserve of the Fourth Arrayr. The 2d Division .
machine gun units: were relieved from duty with the 36th Division on %tob'er
10 and rejoined their division.

The opinion held by the French on the operations of the_ 2d Division
in Champagne *i s shown' by the following extracts:

Uip to October 4, at which date the present bulletin is written,
the, Fourth Army has pushed its advance up to the objectives of the verYy
highest importance. 'A pplendid American division, full of dash and ardor,
the'2d Division,C U.S., placed at the dispostion of the 21st Corps on
October 3,' made 'Itself master of Massif du Blanc Mont, which dominates
the valley of the Suippeq in rear of the region of Monts; this conquest
rapi~dly brought about the, downfall of Notre Dame des Champs and the Grand
Bois de'.St. Souplet.~

The Inte~lligence Report of the 21st Corps for. October 6 states:
Despite !the flank fire- of extremely numerous machine guns, artillery;

and even minenwerfers, both 'on its right and left flanks, the 2d Division,
U.S. was able 'to maintain in toto its ad'rance, and thus made possible the
advance of the 11th Corsp on the morning of the 5th. to the Niver, Armes.

The severity of the fighting of the 2d Division is evidenced by
the following casualty list;; which, includes the losses October 2-10:
inclu sive:

:Officers :Enlisted

severely wounded........ ... ..... :........... .. i...: 48- 926
Slightly wounded ....................... : 102 2,367
Gassed .. ".,"........ ............ f.. 12 207

To~aL.+...............".........".......: 209 .:4,771

The' : division captuFr.d 1,963 prisoners, including 48' officers. It
repor)1ts °the, capture of 25 gins; 332 machine guns, 2.0 trench mortars,
6 4 utitank guns, besides great" quantities of ammunition,),tools,, lumber,
signal :property, railroad- equipmvent, 'etc.

During its operations near Bland IMont the 2d Division was opposed
by the 200th and 213th German Division, both of which were reported to
be fresh. In addition prisoners were reported to have been captured
from! six other division, but it is impossible to ascertain what por-
tions of these divisions were put into the line., bout this time the,.
Germans commenced to reinforce weak places by bringing up whatever
tro ops they could lay hands on', which evidently accounts for the >F'rge
number of divisions seemingly opposed to the 2d Division from Qc.h r 2
tjr 10,
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Earlyin, the morning of' Octbober 10, unrista1~able signs pointed t.
a withdraw&l .of the enemy along the entire-font .of the 'ourth.)Ariiw. In
front ' f the 21st Corps enemy. batteries were firing at long. range, and
batteries preyi ously reported' in tthe iimmediate vicinty had not fired* for
12 'hours. French patrols sent out from the 73d.:Division .had lost touch.
with the .enemy' north' of Medeah Farm. Later the&se- patrols 'reported that.
they had gone '500' meters north of Bemnont Chateau withoutgaIni~ nat

The 7th French' Division was.' reported to have advanced 3 kilometers
north of St. Ztienno,- where, it encountered fire from its' right flank.,

4Teunits of' the -2d Divis on which rema~ined with the 36th Division
were the 2d FAO Brigade! part of the 2d Amm, nition Train; 2d Enrgineers,
30 trucks of .2d upply. Train, 19 waer carts, and certain .ordnian~e.
materiel,

wv
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The assistant chieI f ofstaff, 2d"Division, informed the 1st' Brigad~e
that the enemy was evid'ently retreating and ordered energetic patrolling to
verify this. During the afternoon indications of the enemy's retreat mu..
tiplied. The 'reach' divisions on the. flanks of the 36th Division had passed.
the front of the '71st' Brigade during the morinb, butt no' general attack
was ordered by that brigade, which merely maitained contact: In doing this
the provisional units of the 141st' Infanftry made a slight advance of about'
300° meters, which broughit its front line to the unimproved 'road leading due
east =from! St. Etienno, where they "dug in".. This operation was in the naz-
ture of a. reconnaissance in force. The 142d Infantr~y is 'reported to have
sent out patrols which "met withi such heavy enemyr fire from the' trenchhes
north of St.~ Eti ennze ' #~' tha.t' n further advance. was attempted,
amid throughout the remainder of the day the regiment remained in its posit-
tion".

On October 10, the' 141st. Infan- ry report'ed casualties of 6 killed and 12
wounded, "and the 142d Inf antry, 2' killed and 58 wounded.,;

Orders from th' 2let".Corp's, received by the. 36th Division 'shortli be-
fore noon on October 10, gave ±nfo'rmation of the enemy's withdrawal 'and' of'
the advance of the 786' and 124th French Divi'sions (the center ancd right divi-
sions of the' 21st Corp)~, 'and directgd the 36th Division to advance its
lines and" keep abreas~t of the 11th Corps.

In compliance with the carps order, the '36th Div-Lsion issued Field-L1
Order No 6 which directed the advance of the 36th Division t~o a line* even
with the'French division's on its flanks. The attack was to be matede. at 5
p'.m~ October 10 by the 72d ' 'Brigade', regiments hbeast, whidWi was to pass
through the 71st Brigade, &43d Inf an-try'on the right 'and' 144th Infontry on
the left, ;each regiment in 'colrmn of battalions. After the passage of
the line~s the 71st Brigade and the 2d Engineers were to constitute th~e
reserve. ' '

Arrangements for. artillery support' wAere mnade verbally with the command-.
ing officer, 2d Field Art~ilery Brigade, whose regiaents, in viewr of iun"-
certainly as= to 'the location of both the. French 'and the 716t Brigade, were
o'rdered to communicate directly with the infantry and to give them the nec-.
essary support...

The above di er('al&Gder 110 6)wasftiuted and -discussed at
division headquarters at about ~2 p.r1. *Octobor 10, the cominaxd ng general ,
72d brigade, and his regimental and machine, gun1 battalion commanders be-
ing prezceit.

The orders of the. commanding general, '?'2d' Brigade,.'are probably omn
bodied i Field Order No 1, 72d Brigade,'no copy'of 'wich can. be located,

The attackc order of the commnading officer.,' 143d .Inf antry,. assigned the
2d Battalion' a t'he assaulti.ng battal ion, Companies L and' T: to the 'support
an'd. the 1st Battalio. to the reserve' Comp nibs andK, and Company D,
133d i~:iizne. Gun= Battaion , te'rmed the righit inIformafion group and a platoon
of Company 'G pluis two rLachine guns the 1e t detachm:enit ,. Th& 144th Infantry
was expected to fuirn sh like troops to the iht'r. ie ' norain ~op

The advance started about 6 p.m., delayed, it appears, by artillery
fire during the preparatory arrangement s aiid by the'' distance's separatinzg the
troops,.'But little progress was made. The 2d and ~d Battalions soon became
intermingled with the '141st Infantry and their most advanced elements got
only a s farg -Te St. Etie :one-Scay Farm road,, where they dug in, thus pro-

.7 to ..oC' h fro. ± line of the 141 st' Infantry, which had reached
~ .:~ re:o cnco in force. The let' Battalion, in reserve,

u ~ . ---d 7o ental 'Machine Gun Company nor Oorpany D,
133d Machine Our.Bayttalicn participated'in the attack. Casualties in the 143d
Infantry coni~stea of 3 killed and 83 wounded.

The lst iBattalion'. 1445 Inf antry, which was n the southwest' slope
of Hill 160, h ad duing. the afternoon of October '10, been ordered to relieve
thie troops of the 142d n f ^t y on St . Etienne, and Company B was engaged ini
tis operation when the battalion commander received anz order~ placing his
bttalion in. reserve for an attack, to be' delivered at 5 p.m. Company B wras
,J t: drawn and the battalioni resumed its prig'jna1 oiin

The attack order of the commanding officer, 144th Infantry' designated
h2d \ attalion plus the Re{.;±menta1 Iachiiae' un' Company," the 37 millirdet'er
n9 and Stokes xmortars as the assaulting' battalion,' the 3d as the 'support
: the 1st as reserve. No i~istructions for connection with adjacent troopsor Cor flank protection were given.
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*The 144th Infantry also advanced at abouit 6 p~m. It m~ade' no better pro-
gress than the 143 infantry. Thle leading~ battalion seems to have reached
a system of old Germaan trenches s outhweast of St . Etienne from whi'ch poe tion
i~ was moved to the 'right ii-i rear (soutl) -of- Hill 160, The su iort battalion
(3d) conformed to the mover.tnts of the 2d,.'and frio rin 3 fOund both battalion,
well within the' lines of the 142d infantry~ The reserve battalion (1st)
did not move from its position on Llanc tVont .

Casualties in the 144-th- Infantry were 31 wounded.
Field Order No Vi, 36th Division, directed th.e..72d" Bra:gade to pass through

the lifies of the 71st Brigade. ~There was no passage. of lines, end on the
morning of October 11 the 71st 'Brigade was still holdin. the front line of
thie division' sector, 'an11d the '72d Brigfade was in its rear, except for 'detach-

*ens of "the 143d. Infantry,' who. were .along the Scay Far- St. Etienne road
betweenithe' 141 st and 142d r'egiment s.

A.t 5 p.m.' October 10 the 21st Corps issued operation Order No 3,806/3,
which gave 'the info rmation that the enemy t1 s withdrawing, along the" entire
corps front and directed 'an 'en'eretic pursuit toward Attigny. The 36th Divi-
sion was directed to conaform to 'the ''movenhnts of the 734 ivig±n, which
was' reported. to have. advanced to the north edge of the woods north of Beront
Chateau.

The above. order was' rec'eived at' divisioni headquarters some time during-.
the evening of October 10, and up~n .it teas' based Field Order' Nb 7, whi'chwa's'
issiued'at 11: 30 p.m1.,, and was alino~ht identical' with F ied'Order No 6, except.
that it assigned objectives. Hffho.ur ivas' 9:3b a~m. October 11.

In compliance with' Field t der No 7, the '72d Brigade advanced the morn-
ing of October 11 from -its po'sition of the night bef ore. The 144th Infan'.
try (whose' 1st Battaion had relieved' the mixed' troop's'.of. the 142d ,Infantry
in' St .'Etienne early on October 11)' seems to have. started on time', but the
143d Infantry did not start 'until some time after H hour, thus leaving un-
covered the left flank o'f the.'73d F)rehch Division and the right flank of1' the
144th Inf'antry-. However,' the~e 'wa -pract ca lly no opposition on either the
French or American front anti the attack 'ordered. by Field Order No, 7 became
an easy but very slow' pursuit . Upon arving at the second.objective harnied
in Field 'Order No 7, 'line bviachaut-Semide.''e troops halted and bjvo6scked
for' the night . Tho 144th.Inf an'try had 'lo st 3 kille'd and 26" wo'tnded d'uring'
the day 'and' the 143d Inf'antry 1' kl1ledand. 70 'ounded or gassed" .'

The front 'line of the 36thl Division had "been advanced 4.'kilomheters,
F3hy the' 72d Brigade halted on 'thle second 'obje&L ve does nog, appears but it

may be because' th'e r'en'ch' divisi'n '©on its flanks halted also, although somne-
what in advance of the 36th .Divi sion

The 71st Brigade did "not move' onlO ctober 1" u

reorganizing -and tppl in gits sti ll int eri.ge tiiob'~g

Corps orders. for October 12 directed the resumlptien'.br.t'ttM~su±t,
the day's 'objective ibeing the heights Chardeny-Vaux. The 36th'D' rii'n oh-
jective i2nclu ded Vatux and Hill 167 to the norhtwest thereof.

'The 36th Division' 'order~s'directed th'e 72'd. Brigade to continue the purw
suit, with the~ 71st Brigade 'and. 131st Liach-ine 'Gun Battalion f oillwing in
reserve at 4 kiometers': H hour vae 6' a..i.''''

Field Order No 2, 72d Bra -adedirected the brigade to advance with.
its units in the same relative po sitibn in which they had halted for tbe
night, and' emphasized connection with the adjoining French divisions which
were in. advance of the 72d. Brigade.

pursuant to the above order, the advance was resumed at 6 a.in, October'
12 by the 144th Infantry. The 143d Infantry, not having received its orders,
was slow' in starting, but took up the. marbhi, as the commanding officer of
the leading battalion understood that sae'w-Cs to advance the mo rning of the
12th, in connection with adjacent troops. Little opposition was encountered,
the casualties for the day in the brigade being 9 killed and 58 wounded.
The brigade 'halted late in the afternoon 'and established outposts just north
of Hill 167, Communication with the adjacent Frenc~h divisiois,' the 73d
and 7th, was maintained during the advance . Both' o iheeo d'iv sion ~ in co:~
pliance with a corps order' issued at 1:30 a"zI1. October 12, lessee beyond the
da-rf's objective and. reached the canal which par ,lels the .A .. s:ne River on.' its
soixtj bank,
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The 71st Brigade bivouacked the night of October 11-12 1-,L kilometers
southeast of Dricourt.

T;he corps opeo'tion order for October 13 directed that the south bank
of the 'Aisne b' e, laed of the en'emyi and that aranement's be made to cross
the river. Duri4a g' the. ni:ght: October 13 1'4. the 124th F renc r Division' Was
to. be relieved, the 73d, ?ivisin e to take over :its .front, and the '36th
Division was to extend 'its, ine to the rightto take over 'thee sector of the
73d 'Division -b~include the B rigiueterie, 1,000 meters 'east of AttigSny.

The 72'd Brigade was given the task of recoanniteing to the rier,c .ear.
~ng he b~thshor, an incase the ':orth ,bank iwas n tst'ronglfyh6d.. o

_est'abli s rng briflegeheads. The 71st Brigade- was to snake 'array cement s to
take over'tahe left of' the. 73d"-}i s~on s sector."

Complying with. Fi'eld''Order .9, the 1st- Ba~ttalion. 143d I&fahtry, advanced
to the canal dur'ing the late rorhing of Octoboer 13, it s ri'ht resting on
Att igny. The list Battalion,, .'44th Infazit'i-yalso' advanced 'to the canal and
dug. in, it-sleftrestinj on Givry. The' 3d Batte lion f ollowed the ?1st and
was al so' ear Givry. The~& remainder. of the brig adserxas dist ri.buted is depth:
between the: can~1an ad the ieof resistance, which was on the height s

soutth .of Attigny;,
The above-aecrbed'move 1 ents 'drew fire from the'north bank of the

Aisne and, the brigade',.s'casualties. for. the da.y were, 29 killed and 207 wounded,
most of them being in the :144th Infantry. This. and other signs indicated
that the Gerans intended toimake a- stand on the kaisine

During,-he night of 'October 1.3..4 the 71 st D rigade 'took over the, front
of the 124th rench Divi'sion to include' the: Briqueteri e, and the tr~oop's' in
the. divisional .sectr were.rearraniged .so that* the infantry. brigades were
side 'by side., 71st on the, right and the 72d 'on: the lef t Fromright to left
the regiment s_ held the line as follows: _141st, 142d, 143d, 144xth. .The
sector f rom front to*. rear .jy' dividcd .into'three . zone'.s -- outpo st, -support

adreserve. zones.. Each regi.men t hada .battalion in the outpost zone (whi h
extended fxrom the i:river to the line 'of -resistance 'ohHil1 167' ), 'and a' bat-'
talion. and a machine-gun company in .re;imental reserve, Each brigade had a
battalion and a nachiine--un com pany_ in brigad~e reserve and 'the .di4's,8on re
serve consisted of a 'battalion and a machine .gun; comp1any f'rqm each brigade
and the 131st IHachine Ginn Batt2aion~. The, ground betwreen the river and the
heights was held li fitly,' the bulk of_ the troops, beiing held in rear of the
line of' resistanice. The'division reserve ryas located near 'ricoirt.

A light rep inert of' the 2d yield Artil err'.Brigade" sup'?orted each brigade
and th'e heavy, regi ment_. the: entire diVi'sional sec tor.

The dive.sional' front line after' the above, di sr o sitjos were. corgipleted ex-o
tended from~ the Br4_queterie, inbclusive (1 klometer ea'st of Attigrny) to

The rearrangement of the t roops' of 'the 36th Division was compl ed by.
dayl yliht 'October !.I'. except, that considerable confusion existed in the '144th
Infantry, who so 1st 'and. 3d Ba.ttalion.s were. enaivry, and:th; regimr-ent
was not. in 'its'proper .po sit .oanunti -+t Zenight aof Oober 15~l6,'

The period 'fro ii O cto be - 14 to October. 26; Wa s' one o?' comparative i~na'c
tivity in the sector of the 3th Divi.sion 'and. resembled the forme~r trench
warfare. The .div :; ~onitook a;.- a e; of' this suspension of 'operatl.ons 't'
re uip its" troops, police the battle fields. near St. Etienne, and bury it s
dead. 'Patrollin~g went on constanltly and exposure alwayrs direw fire 'from the
north bank'.o f the Aisne. Posible crossL. places were reconnoitered and
preparations were made to cros~s the .,river when th~e advance sho'uld be re seine~

Effective noon, October 18, the headquarters and corps troops of the21st"Oorps were withdrawn fromn the Fourth Army. 'for operati6'ns'e1'sewhere,"
The 36th Division became the right' division of thb 11th Corps, and the 73d
French; Division became the left division o: the. 9th Corps.' These reasseign~
ment~s rie. no c'hange in the front 'occu ied - the 36th Division except to
shift the eastern. boundary slightly to the cast.

On the night Octobers 20w~21 the 7th Fr,:.ac Division was withdrawn frsoms
t1he line .and its sector was taken over by' the 61st Fren ch and 36th American
Divisions,..'To accompli sh tis both' of the brigades. of the 36th Division

extended their. areas to 'the west, the 71st trigade taking over a portion 'of
the .area of the 72d Brigade anal the latter 't king over a portion of the area
of' the 7th "French Division*.' Af ter the s;e was made the west-.
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ern-bbundary -of the 36th DvIvii ranriapproximately north:: and south :along'
,the m~ap )line 2661. Neau th'e Aisne the 36tht.Ijvia -onalsector "includc the vi .f
lage La ,C}arit ei'but not A mb ly «H a ut or'Fl eury.

The 36th Divisi4t was again, shi fted" the n ig h t o ctb" 2~ The 73d
Fren~ch" Divsin was withdrawn from. the line, the -36th Dnivi sioant ook..,over. its~
anea t and the 61st French Division' took over the front of the36th ivision i
to Givry, exclusive." This change practically, reestablished the former awreatb'
er boundary of the! 36th Division.. The eastern boundary$,'after the shift, was
Voncqq ( exclusive) eny..aohardeny.- uilly 'a linclusive), .mkn h.cag
the regiments-were also shifted. in;line and occupied the .secotor in the foll~ow'.
ing order from right to left:' 142dy ,14l~t- l444hi l43d, The -,341Frenag Di .a

si~n~was-on .the right of. the: 36th.,
This =last shift- to the eastb bought the 7lstt Brigade; opppsite a .4horSeoebObbnd in the Aisne,.;3 ?kilometers -.east of ttigny, This bend was formed 'by a~

swing of thec river to- the north; and was 3kilomet ers =broad at. the .bb-(and
about the same distance in depth. Thea uzdcwithi~x the loop 1was higher than.1
the country to the south, and- itself was 'dominated,. by the hills to the north
and eastb of the river, The Germans,, in their withdrawal'.aorosss the river.,

hd not relinq ished. the ground within~;this =loop, ,but had constructed. a-trenoh:
Cross 9its-base which was protected by several belts 'of wire, and by stronlg
p'oints; The French 73d,-Divisionattacked .this .position .Lscesmfully on.
October 16_andl17. This,3wae known as the Forest Fazmaa.positiafl 'byrea5Qt-flO
a.frmr situated near the base of the loop.. On pct ober. 23 .the 36th visioni1

was 'directed to prepare a plan for the reduction :of this postionl, andonA00t
Ober-24-.orders 'fm thecllth: Cbpssdirected! the division='to take: the pos tirna-
bef ore.: Fe'1*uart tt7, and assigned additional artillery. for that. purpose

Oil-t he. same day,- October 24,..a .corps odrdrceh eifo h~~
. .op re ieDe -ih eifofte* -ivi iG~ by the 6E~st-iand 22d French :D .visions::the nights: of Ootob'er 26~'27 a c~2 7 29* When it wawsdecided~to attack the Forest Farm position onnOctobe'> .27,

the ref eff of the att ft ing un t s5j two .bt~talions'ywas 'postponed'.until thee
night odtober 28..29, ,Wh ile the 2d:fField Artillery Brigade! s relieffwWst~
poned .untoi the'night October 27 -28.Te a t a re ef ' sac o p i h d s, oI w '

The night of October 26-27 the l43dcIn fartry was ,relieved by the 61st Frt~h._
Division land marched to then vicinity of St0ari&--a~py, The'-same division..reliev"s
ed'the 144the Znf£antry the .night of Oct Ober. 27w 28, ' nd the, regimnent marched(-to
Machault. Th'e:reserveeb't tali onss o f the~ 71st Brigades the :1lt o f the. 142d :infR
an~try and the 3(',o f the 141st , were relieved by the. 42d .Fr'ench Division the:
same night ad marched to Somme-Py,

The, support battalions of the 71st Br'igade, the let of the' 141st Infantry
and the 2d of the 142dcIn fantry,- each having '4wo platoons-of the 1 dcmac Be
G 1Battalion " wereerelieved ..the. night of:Octob rc 28 29'bY. the: 22dFrench.Di'7±
si :.'land marcied to. the Ssmmepy, areat.

The relief,: oof the reserve- and support. bttalions o fth'e:71st Brigadeewas.snott
effcted until. after the success ,of :the attack upon Ffrest' Farm had beenxlassured.

The, capture, of the:. Forest Farm position' was 3assigned.:to the. 71st. Brigadef,
supported: bar the 2d Field Artillery brigade:.andthe artillery of the- 9th: and 11th
Carps sand' the, 61st and 534(*iDivisions.

It is not clear just what w'ench artillery actually, participated n. thissoo-
csasion, The orders ,drawn up by the commander-,,of the artill*'y of the: 11th. Corps;
who .had been :lean tvothe 36th D ivision~t o coordinate =the .action of the Fr~ench..
artillery,. specify the dtties.;to bey.performed.by the art ill ,j- of the: 9hi Orpe:
the heavy ;artillery of "thec+ rmy Corps~ (theecllth) ' and by ecattillery. of theta
61st Division; HIhour was ,at 4:30 PM,.Oct ob'er -27. .TheE arti.ll yj preparation:
commenced,?2O ianui;e ::' '~was ~directed..on .the German p67 ti ons.Iwit hi n -the,
bbnd% in the river, asnd 'ipor the batte ses located..north. of the river within. the~
sector "Semnty-ivey'. It 0 e*fctivene : was ssuch that the infantry advancedc~t o
the objective with almost no casualties,

The infantry attack ,*as made by the two wegimente of the '71st Frig abreast,
the 142d on the right and the' 141st on the l eft.. Each. regiment had a company of
the 132d MG Bn attached, and was formed in three .lines with a battalion as at-
tacking unit, one in. support, and one in reserve, The attacking battalions, 3d
o f the 142d, In f and. 2d oft the .141st'in.fI., each had attached a platoon 'of machine
guns, and in addition Co D,l4lst inf., was attached.to-the. assaulting battalion
o f its regiment
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The parallel of departure followed the road frog the Briqueterie to
Roche. The line"held by theo 71st Brigade was genierally..in advance of this
road, and was 'withdrawn thereto the nig ht of October 26-27'.' Promptly at H
hour on October 27', the infiantri y advanced,' following the barrage which_
drove the Germans to their dugouts and kept theme there until they surren--
dered. Within. an hour the troops were on the objective, a line rzunning
southeast through :Forest Farrm, witii a loss of . b& 11 killed, and 36 wounded.
One hundred' and ' ninby-f ©ur " pri some rs were capture-d.

The support battalions, 1st of the 141st Infantry' ar'id 2d of" the 142d,
were u'sed as irfo6rmat on 'groups. and. to clean up in rear of the attacking
battalion~s. .The resrvie battalion~s did not' participaite in the fighlt at all.

The comand of 'the 36th ivion sect~or pas'sed to th'e 22"d rench Divi-
'sion at' 8 aarn,..0 tobeY'28. At thi's tin e all of the or gai.zat oYIs of the
36th Division~ had beeni relieved except. the troop:s occupying the captured.

Forst armpo siti6~'i and 'the two ,battalions supporting themi. The,. latter
were relieved the 'night ,of October 28~29. The formiet remained in positionunibewn3'ad5Ocor.29wentyw-erlevdyhe d

French Division. and proceeded, soi11e by truck a.nd soiehb b marching, to the.
camps near Somie~Suipps, w\here th& remainider of the divi'sion' had preeded
them. The 2d F~ield Artillery Brigade and the 2d Engineers re joined :their;
division in the Argo nne.

The contrast. between the first and last operations .of the 3GthihD vi'sion.
is great. The former'were chsract erized by orders haistily givena and: trans-
mitted, imperfectly understood', and coi-seqxentl r poorly executed-. The
latter operation was carefully planned and the' rders were so .giv~n as .to
allowv them to reach and be underst~od' by the ttoops who',were, to' execute, themn.
The 'result--was almo st a bloodIess:Ivictory; To be_ sure the- troops had been
seasoned by .over two weeks' exper-.enic& i what approximated to sector war-
fare, 'but that alone would 'not' account for" the 'difference, 'Had. the atac

of October 8 been as thoroughly planned 'aid pfpare'd as that of October 27
it would have stood 'a chance of' success. even with inexperienced trops,'
remembering that. -the Germans were, in retreat' when the ' 35th Division enteredt
the line,,*

During is o r~t ,ctober, 6"28 '.t~ho.36th U vis o~n .as op'po sed
by thde'.17th arid' w1$th G'msmn Divs. sio s;the formser reported 'as "tir'ed. ,and
the latter as "fresh". Besides the 'above,* reports Iizicate' t'atvp2t~s' at
least, "of the 195th , 242d, an~d 239th..DivisiWons were in "lin e"^b tit 'it is:
i possible to ver'ify, this. They were .probably th ere a s the Germlans were
then throii g into line'"whaterr troops 'they 'could, I their hanxds on.

The 'casualt-ies of the 36th Division while in line October, 6"28-wer~e
as follows:

Officers. Enlisted.

Wounded ............... " ... :.....*..:'54' ":1,450

Gassed ....... ".... a.""....w . 35 427

Total.. .. ........ 122 : 2,443

On October 28 the 36th Division was transferred to the First American
Army and order e' °'', proceed to the Dampierre-le-Chateau' area': ther'e to ap

Sorders. r& 'ovemexlt was miade' by' marching or October 30 and 31.
E: re tine diva. U:.' passed into the reser -c of the First Arz'iy and was attached

t-. thie lst or'>
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ORGANIZATION OF 198DIVISIONS. (OCTOBER, .8)

2d DIVISION

Commanding General:

Maj.Gen. J4 A.Lejeune,U.S'.M,0,
Chief of' Staff:

001. J.S.Rhea, G.S.

Major Bennett Puryear

G* 2:
Major R.S.Keyser.
G-3:

Col. H .B.Myers.
ad In fant ry Brigade:

Brig. Gen. HE.Ely.
9th Infantry:

Col .6. W. Stuart
23rd Infantry:

C01.. E. R. Stone,
5th Machine Gn Battalion:'

Maj. H. T. Lewis.
4th Infantry Brigade:

5th marines:
Cls Logan Feland.

6th marines:
0o1, Harry' Lee.

6th machine Gun Battalio n:
Maj. L.W.T.Waller, Jr.

2d Field Artillery Brigade:
Brig. Gen. A.J,130wl ey,
12th F~eld Artillery:

Lt. Col. J .A,Holabird.
15th Field Artillery:

00. . .. R.. Davis.'
17th ield Artillery:

Lt. 001. L. C. Sparks.

4th (iviisi ona )Machine Gun Bn.:
Maj. A. D, Bruce.

I et A ld Signal, Battalion:
Maj. Charles Murphy.

2d Engineers:
Col, W, A. Mitchell.

36th DIVISION

Commanding General:

Maj, Gen, W.R. Smith.
Chief of Staff:

Col, E.J.l Wiliams, 0.5.
G-1S

Col. w.G.Sills,(Oct.12-25)
Lt.001. C.W.Neal, F.A.

Li eut ,Col .C.H.Masol, G.S.
G-- 3;

Lt. Col. J.AAtkins,0.. 
71st 'Infantry Brigade:

Brig. Gen. Pegrsm ihitworth,
141st Infantry:

Col. W.E.Jackson.
Lt. 001. L. -R. James (commranding' after

October 19th):
*142d Infantry:

Col -A. W. Bl oor.
132d Machine Gun Battalion:
*Maij. P. A. Weatherred (commanding

wanti2.' Oct. 21).
72d Infa~ntry Brigade;

Brig. Gen. J. A. liuleri.
*143d 'In fant ry:

001, 5. S. Ho over (commanding until
'Oct. 18).

Lt. Col, I,* J. phillipsan '(commanding
* after Oct. 18).

144th Infantry:
Colo .j.5Parker (commanding until

Oct. 14).
Lt; Cal . 0..E. Roberts (Commanding after

Oct. 34).
133d Mauhi~ne Gun Battalion;~

Maj. L. S. Davidsoh.

l3Istt (Divisional) Machine Gun Battalion;
Mja. Ellis Stephenson*

111th Field Signal Battalion:
Ma. G. A. Robinson.
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1ILIGAP Correspondence, G.H.Q. of the A.EF.
Field Orders, l et Army, 1918.

(Filed in G-3 rec ords,. A.E. F,, Old Land Office, washingt on. )
2.. Operation Report, 2d Division, period Sept. 15 to Oct. 9, 1918.

Field orders, 2d Division, 1918.
Operation Report, 4th infantry Brigade.
Operation Report, 3d Infantry Brigade,
File of Messages, Headquarters 2d Division, Oct. 2 to Oct. 9, 1918.
History of 23d Infantbry*
Field Orders, 3d Infantry Brigade, 1918.

(Filed in Historical Branch, W.P.D. )
3, Field Orders, 36th Division,

History of the 36th Division and Appendices.
Operation Report, 36th Division.
Field Orders, 71st infantry Brigade.
Field Orders, 72d Infantry Brigade.

(Filed in Histo-rical Branch, W,P.D., G.S.)
4. French Document s:

Group of Armies of the Center.
Fourth Army,
Twenty-first Corps.
Eleventh Corps.

(Appendix to History of 36th Division. Filed in Historical Branch. )
5, American and French Battle order naps.

( Filed in G- 2 records, A.E. F. Ol01d Land O ffic e, Washington. )
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after the drive on Thiacourt, in the St Mihiel Salient
the 4th Brigade withdrew to the. Bois des Minvekville. Brigade
'.C. at Mononvil3.e. The personnel' was in very bad; cor dition due to
the strain of battle and the continual. living in the woods in mud and
rain, At, this time several huznd"'ed men were' evacuated for s ickness
du.e directly to this exposure, However, o tn the''ZOth of ueptember, in
accordance with F'ield Orders from -2nd Divis .cthe brigade nme ed by
marching to an Area south of Foul', where. the personnel- Jab given q~n
opportunity to "clean up" and "sleep warm " for a e~w days~ The brigade
wnemained in this~ area until Sept ember 25th- whe' in ac~cordance with orders
from 2nd Division it moved by rail to an- area south .,of Chalons With the
Brigade P.C. at Sarry.

The Brigade (as part of the 2nd 'vvioi) remaiined in the
Chalons area in reserve of the" Group. of Armies~ of, the center until
September 28th when in accordance with orders from 2nd Division
it moved by bus and marching to the Souain'Suippes Area, wuih Brigade
P.C. at Suippes. The 4th Brigade forming the leading brigade 'of the
2nd Division, wu~ disposedito the northward of Suippe&so e as to be°
able to reach the front line, then near .Somme-Ey, -in' a single night's.
march f

On October 1st in accordance with orders fromii 2nd Division the
brigade marched to the line 'on the night of October 1-2 'bd relieved
elements of the iblst DPI. French in its position near, Sommer.Py. The 5th
Regiment relieved the 219th. and 265th Infantry regiments, and the '6th
Regiment the 264th Infantry Regiment', all of the .61st D,'l.' French.
In addition the 6th Regiment took over a battalion. sector of the 21st
DI French on- the. left of the 6 1st D I. The brigade was disposed with
both regiments in line, 5th on right and 6th on left, each regiment
in column of battalion. A riw-chine' gun company was attached to each
infantry battalion. The order of battalions from fron t to. rear was as
follows :

5t 1e i etst Battali n Regimental IT G Co
.2nd Battalionj 23rd M G Co

' ~ rd Battalion 77th M G Co

6th Re giment

2nd .Battalion .-31st Ga:Col1et Batt 'r on -Regimental M 'Co
3rd Battalion ' -15th M G Co

The. Brigade'P.C waslocated in the trenches at point 26$.2-2'74,6, two
and one-half kilomet't rs south of Somme-Py.

JWfV
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The relief wts effected before daylight without incident. Steps
were taken immediately to rectify positions and perfect combat liaison
with organizations on right and. left. This was not particularly east as
the line occupied ran thru a pystem of oche trenches (third and last line)
net completely "cleaned' up'1 , The trenches "?aches', "]E2ab' and 'd:sse&" were
very strong and portions of themn'were still held by the eneiny*

Although the Brigade and Regimental Comanders took' over PVCO's'
teen used .by the French, telephone cgmmunication was practiceI. y Impossible
dr gterle inac eBrgd onadewa toby te. ephonewith his regimental' coi ander's only at rate' rtervalo av3 ,o
10'0O AM, October 2nd. Comunication was rendered all, the more ifut
on. a count of having qeccupied a posit ion- in an elabcrat e ene y t * en;sh
system -thi.s cause. many runners to go astray, especiall.y those of the 2nd
Divisi'on. However, the liaison personnel of the brigade organizations reported
generally on, time with the location, of their own N C's well f i-zed- in ,their
minds, Liaison with flank brigades,' 17.0D on right and 21st on l.eft, was
estallished 'by liaison .bfficer's (in company with French Liaison Of ficer, 61ot
I D) in the early morniing of October 2nd, The c-emmand passed. at 8 30 AM/

The Brigade Commatnder had received verbal notification dur7ing the
night that an attach w~as to be ::jade onthe mc: 4n1;rg of the 2nd of Octcber,
The attack to be made by the 4th Brigade in support; 'battalion of 'che
latter to be attached to the former as a combat l; son force to maintain'
liaison with the 21st I D on left., This battalion actually begun movement
to position. However, word wa~s received later in the nro ,ring tchac the attack
was, postponed 24 hours.

As noted above, the Boche trerch. 'sr;em '' drn&'; b'en entire ly
"cleaned up'"- Besides sectiors cfthe Itc, rt1 ih& andci" 'San "reaches

'in' our own lines there remm?. :ad lie '+-o ell" cf o: F; "' ;e <re'h about
300 yards to our left flank, 'he "Rink,'' was' a -very ru'rozg n~ccnse gun nest
with an extensive all aroun~d fldo f -re wlii.cuI u"tc t2s' s a had
successfully resisted. all .efor t of the F-2eni :h ut itk 1.ib~Te .i e on
the left of our sector was theref-re retired aboat one kil.omnete.% On our
right the line was w~eal advanced- about 2 ki? omcters RI was deemed
necessary that for a clean "jump off" the entire system in our sector
should be occupied and that the"Essea" 1-eok shsuJld be taken. Orders were
issued for these operations to tale place before aero hour on October ;ord.
The 5th Regiment found th'e tre !cues to thewr front evacuzated and occupiedb
them without incident,, The 6th e giment found their problem a little more
difficult (being flanked an the left by' the "Es sen Hook") but by evening,
supported by fire,(machine gun and artillery) , had gone "over the top"
and occupied the forward trenches with a less of only 15 casualties.
The French on our left, supported by fire from the 6th regiment, attacked the
"Essen Hook" again but with ou , results, Special artillery fire had to be pro-
v'rided to neutralize it during the coming attacks

During the afternoon of the 2nd Verbal orders were received to the
effect that the attack we ; to take place the ne t morning, The plan
provrided for a coverging attack by the two brigades of' the 2nd Division, in
concert with a general attack by the French 4th Army.
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The objective of the. 2nd Division was line: -Road f cnmjMedesh Farm
(exclusive) thru Point 73 11 to Blanc Miont (incl siv";e Thr 4th
Brigade was to attack within the Sector of the 6th Regimen -i*n col.umn
of regiments.-..the 6th in front line and the 5th in support. Both
regiments Were. in:form in, column of battalions with a machine gun
company. attached.to: each battaliqn. in forming for the attack the 5th was
t o move by.the'f lank and , followin rear -of. the'6th when it had gained
its distance 4 The infantry attack was to be preceeded by five m.1 .utes
artillery preparation and be, sup)ported by a rolling barrage; rate of
advance 100 meters in 4 min ttes. Two companies of light tanks were
assi ed to the 4th Brigade which wiere disposed - One comnpany (:2)
with the leading battalion and, one company .(12) Frith the support
ba to ion*f :.the 6th R gime t The rear ba ttaltori of the 5th s
especially, charged with cooperation with the French to reduce "rssef
Ho ok" and protecting the left flank during the. night ;of. October 2~
troops were placed in position. for the event and reconnaissances tmad&
of the immediate fronit. All preparations for the .attack were made on
verbal orders, Wlritten .orders from the.-g2id D i-sion did not arrive
at Brigade Headquarters ,until 4:40 Al::on October 3rd,,

Promptly at zero hair ther brigade. advanced in the following
bottle ;order: '.

6t h Re g~ment

2nd Battalion 81st MG co.
'lot Bat~talien Regt .M.GCo

.3rd _Battal ion 15th M G~Go . -

5th Regiment,

2nd Battalion -23rd. M G Co
3 ranBatta]lion -77th IM 0 Co
1 sf Batt al i n Re gt . IA 0Co

The print .41 resistance encoi.ntered was from machine gun
nests. Ma.chine gun fire wahs encouintered from the frlont, 'the right
f lank-wherethe- middle ;mound between the. two brigades was not

lzpletelyr covered, and especially from the left flank where ttse
French advanc~e was !delayed by "Essen Hook"-, The left flank. of each
battalion was successively retarded by heavy ,fire from the left flank.
Although the French made ,ever'y effor't and the Mine one pounder
did excellent w..ork it was not until 3.00 'P M that "ESSEN HOOK~"
was under control, and, then many more hours elapsed before it: was
f inally "cleaned up.".
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Generally during the advance our losses were light the men
doing excellent work with their rifles in sniping machingJ gun crews.
Several hundred prisoners were c-aptured. They tated that their
losses had' been heavy due to cur rifle and' at-till ry' fire (our own.
infantry testified to the. excellency. of, the :rolling bar rage and"
accur5.cy of special f ire) s'Al battalions of the 6th Re'gine'nt met
miachine gun resistance, in, Somme4'y. woods. The support: bcttt~lion (let}
pressed forward. on the leading battalloni (2nd), which was8.held up, ands
advanc'ed on its right to the objecti ve'4 The .reserve battalion (3rd)
was assigned ,the task of cleaning up.

The objective was reac)hed at 8:30 a m anid the-'work of -coxnsolia.
ting the position and the estasblishing the line of outpost's to the front
was begun, The advance of the Fr ench on the left being sti]ll'del tyed'%
th'e 5th Regiment made dispositions to protect the left flank: and support
the advanpe of the, French. A': specia~l fla~k. barrage was rranged for 'in,
case of c&ounter-attack. Dur$ng the 'afternoon orders 'were received
to continue the advance to" the. northwest and': establish 'a ,posit ion of

resistance, on the. general line:. Read fork 'about one kilometer southwest.
of Scay Farm -Point donBlahnc Mont. -St Etienne' Road about on'e', kilomet er
south of St Etienne. An outpost' line was to be. pushed forward to a
distance of about -e kilometer and the town of' St Etienne reconnoitered.
The Brigade Commander ordered the 5th Regiment to pass''thru the 6th
Regiment and continue the advance in concert with the 3rd Brigade ©n 'to
the right and the French who were coming up on the left.

The 5t'h Regiment passed thru and continued the advance at 7:3~0
p.mi October 3rd, and immediately met with' strong machine "'sun resistance
north of Mont Blanc -both' front and -flanks. They pu'shed'-forwVrd about
1-1/2 kilometers, however, and held on alt.hough "s'ub jected 'to heavy
artillery and machine gun fire and two eneiry count er-attacks during the
night. Two campanies' of the 1st Battalion, 6th Regiment.,' were ordered
forward to support them annd cover their left flank. The 5th was in a
very exposed position and Idol i son was extremely difficult but they
f inelly connected up'w'ith the 3rd Brigade on' the right and' with the 6th.
Regimient to the rear. The front line of the 3rd Brigade retred once
but later resumed its position on the right, Owing to enemy pressure ofl
its right flank it had beon flung back upon the 4th Brigade sector,

At 6:00 a~m., October.4th, orders were issued by the 2nd Division
for a further advance, in the direction of Maehault - Caurcy where a
position of resistancewas: to .be, established and held. This attack, how-'
ever, was not- carried out until the next day the1 French had. nit ad-
vanced on the left and'.the e'nemy resi-btance on that filank 'was too
great to 'disre ard .It had' to be "cleaned up" to some extent before the
advance could be oonti~ue'd. The n~ext (or nests)'causing'the';most
damage were close up' to the. west' of Mont Blanc. These were r~ell
reconnoitered during the afternosn and-even ig of October 4th by the 3rd
Battalion, 6th Regiment, and an dtaok was made in the',evening after
artillery preparation. This attack w*as not caribid to a conclusion
as it developed that t :e position was very strong and special prepar(Itions
would be required if undue loss in main power was to be avoided.
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Ac oordinglyr further plans were made. Harassing fire was laid
down on the position during the'night" and at 6:1.5.', October 5th, after
an hour's artillery preparation, the 3rd Battaliot, 6th Regiment
attacked (in concert with volunteers from the 17th Regiment French
supporting the 'left rear of the 2nd Division) an~d captured it without
loss. The garrison, 4 officers and 209 men, were taken prisoners and a
great' deal of-material, including 75 light and heavy niaching' guns, and
the 'capture of this nest reduced to a great extent the fire to which
the 5th Regiment was subject and eased the advance of the French on
the left f lank.

On October 5th the French Division (fresh) on the flanks were
ordered to advance to the line of the 2nd Division. Thereupon the
2nd Division ordered the advance continued in the direction of the
Machault_ Caurcy. The brigade Commander ordered the 6th Regiment
(retrgani zed) to advance thru the 5th and cbntinue the advance -the
5th Regiment to reorganize when the 6th had passed thru and follow
in support~ The, 6th Regiment advanced and passed the 5th Regiment
positions in ba+'-le order as follows:

2nd Battalion - 81st M G Co
3rd Battalion 15th 11 G Co
1st Battalion Regt . M GCOc

The Brigade P C moved to Point 267,8-275,7 at 5:00 p.m. October
5th. At 5:40 p.m. the leading battalion (2nd) was held up by strong
machine gun nes'ts and heavy wire about two 1k'lometers sovtheesat of
St Etienne. The entire 6th Regiment was being shot up from the front
and both flanksl The enemy was advanc~ing and filling up trenches
near the nests and bringing in machin e gunso Artillery fire was re-
queuted and the Marine;' dug in. %ounter. -ttacks were broken up or
beaten offt, During, the, night of October 5-6 the Oomrnand5~ng officers,
6th Regirnerit, p yf e~ted plans for the reduction of the nests, The
attack way made at 6:30 a.hi. October 6th by the 3rd Battalion, 6th
Regiment (in conjunctiion with the 23rd Infantry on the right) proceeded
by r. .ur's at"illery preparation., The infantry advance being

Jwv



Ww 6 .Aww.

proceeded. Eb original objective .by a rol1ling barrage, The attack
was a success and the objective was reached at 9:30 a,m. The
position atie (high ground souitheast of St Etienne), was: found to
be a very~, strong one and was immediately ,consolidated and the forces.
or~gani.zed for a ',strong defense..:Just as the position was occupied e
threatehe ":curntex"-attack of the Bocohe was broken up, by a ,special.
barrae which,was laid~ within eight minutes after receipt. of re uest&

The 23rd Infantry also attained its objective and the, Fr ench on
the left flank had advanced to St Etienne and beyond. Good combat
laision was immediately established on both flanks; on the left to the
south of St Etienne.

It. was persistently reported "on October 5--6 by the French that, their
forces. occupied. the ,town of S tEt ienne,, but on the morning of ihe. 6th our'
tro~ops observed both French and Bocthe, troops- in the town and it was well,'
known that, the Boche .occupied the* cemietery to the PNorthwaet of town as a
machine gun nest. Tv astcertain the true situation in the town the
Commanding General, 2nd Division, ordered a patrol to reconnoiter, This
patrol advanced' from the left front at 11:20 a.im. and was severely fired
into from the cemetery (or east end of. town) while crossing the open
ground to the southeast. The patrol was held up and i'eriatrned in place during
daylight. The Righting in and around the town and cemetery 'continued thru
the day, both sides taking turns in fi!ter'in g in and retiring in the -Pace
of intense artillery barrages and count er-,attacks.

At 4;00 p.m. on October 6th, the Co inading General, 2nd Division,'
issued orders for the 'relief of the fr~ont lime, 6th Regim~ent by the 142nd
Regiment, 71st Infantry Brigade on the;-night, of October .6- to be- com-
pleted by 3:00 aari, on the 7th, The orders ':ere pro r:ed-for the 4th
Brigade leaving one battalion in front~ lir.e until fu ther orders and
machine gun-, stokes mortar and one pouinder' troop~s in pcsitiont for .24-
hours, and withdrawing the remain~der of the Brigade to covered positions,
in rear of Mont Blanc. The co'mmand of the brigade sector was tip pass
to the _Commanding General, 71st Brigade, upon completion of-the relief.
The relief was effected in accordance with orders and without unusual-
incident. The 5th Regiment withdrew to the trenches 'of Mont Blanc
Ridge* The 6th Regiment remained in place

During the cday of October 7th the fighting between the French
and Boche still continued in and around St Etienne. During the
afternoon several hundreds of Boche were feared. It was almost necessary
that we advance or' at least dispatch a force to ceoupy trenches near the
town to prevent the Boche filtering thru south of. it. This ground
had been covered by firing during the day and patrols at night.
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At .11:00 Pam. *October 7th, orders were issued by the Commanding.
General., 2nd Division for an attack by the .7)At Brigad.e on the..nor'ning
of the8~h4 The 'orderer provided .for a Ieft~ flank guard. of onie battaJJ ion
f rom the 4th Brigade to maintain combat liaison. between the 142nd Regiment
and the 1th Division bench during the 'attack. The 1st 'Battalion, ,6- h-
Regiment, was assigned for this purpose. At~ zero}hour, 51.5 aim.,.the

attack. was launched, the infantry advance preceeded by ,a 'olling
baktage and supported; by'tanks. The 142nd Infantry advanced or~ an
average of orie-half kilometer 'when the advance was' st opped by Bocthe
machine gun fire along the wooded ravine running to the northeast
of S; Etienine. The 142nd held to this position until about 4.100 p.m.
when elements badly disorganized recoiled on the positulnn occupied by the .
3rd Battalion, 6th Regiment, which had remained in place at the "3Jump-off' 4

At zero hour thei liaison battalion (lst Battalion,, 6th Regiment)
advanped and oecupned 'St' Etienn~e, conne'ctin " up with the" French 7th
Division. Very little resistance was encountered until debouchiing from,
the north of town two companies were badly "s~hot up" 'by machine gun fire
from the northeast. The remnants of these companies were idtimately
retired to trenche, aear% the .position occupied by the lst Battalion~, 6th
Regiment. The remainder of the battalion occupiedthe town of St
Et ienne and trenches Just to southward and est'ablished combat' liaison
with the French 7th Division via the St Etienne-Cauroy roadi"Repeated,
attempt:s of the Boche to mass thi the northwast of St Etienne' w~rerknu ymciegnfr'n seilbrae.4t44 Pl

October 8th, the Commanding General, 2:nd Divisio-Z ordered &bettalion
of the 2nd Engineers' to reinforce the left flank ?ia?son battaliion and
occupy the trenches north of St Etienne. These operations were in process
when at 5:05, p.m. the Boche laid. do=,, The IFrer..ch 7th Division was heavily
counter-attacked on itsrr.ght front at this timer Later in the aftervioon
the operations in view G~r; the liaisoni battal.on were carried put, buit not
withou~t some hard fighting.

During the Qv.aning of October e-th efforts were made to form' combat
liaison with the 14 :nd Beg im.ent but with little euccess. Conditions wer~e
the same in the 3rd Brigads sec tor where the l4l-t Regirnent of the r7lstb
Brigade had attacked., $owever, there was ood, co-mbat liaison between the
3rd Brigade and, 4th Brigade and the 7th French Division on the left;
the .situat ioin was not critical.

At 4:00 p.m., October 9th, the Commanding General, 2nd Division
issued orders for the relief of the 2nd Division by the 36th Di*c i.onj
(to which the 71st Brigade belonged). The orders provided for the rel ,ef
of the infantry ~ brigades. on Octgber 9-3.0 the artillery i.."+
engineer troops in .front lines: and 'support. to remain in pla foer =
hours, or pending.-the arrival'.of those elements of- the 36th i on!.
The 5th ~m t w as to be: relieved by the 144th Regi 1ent, 7 rid Brigade
and when that was. comp" :ted the command of the 4th Brigade sector was to.

pass to the Commanding' General. 72nd Brigade-, and the- entire 4th



(l ess machine gun troops mentioned above) was to be Withdrawn
to the north of Navarie 1Farm by daylight" on the lOt.h, ;and .thence
to the Suippe *Nntilvat-Somme-Suippes area in Army Reserve.. The
relief and movement to:the' new' area was ,carried out asp ordered' without
inusual inident', consi deri-ia that the 72nid Brigade was comrpossd
of green troops. The comnmanid passed: to the Commanding :General
72nd Bri ade, .at2:30 a.m., October 10th; and P.C. 4th Brigade
opened at~ Suipp a same time.

OPERATIONS AT B3LANC MONT.

The necessity for a feeling of comradeship and personal interest
between .the infant'tynd artillery cannot, be too strongly emphasizeai
and every effort *shamid be xfade to create a feeling of confidence
and respect between the two. arms, The 2nd Division ke very
fortunate in bein harmonious to- a remarkable degree, the infantry.
always being content when it knew that our own artillery was supporting
them, and out artillery never cared hrw forward they' were placed es ltong
as our own infantry was 'in front of them. Such confi.dence betw eenthe
two arms permitted the artillery to give no tLhought to the security
and close defense of their poi'iti ons and' all their efforts could, be
centered$ on the actual work of supplying the artillery fire required.
The fact that cordiality, confidence. and comr lade shi.p

The 2nd Field Artillery Brigade consi s-ng of the 12th, 15th.
and 17th, have served the Di7i sion from the middle of March 1918. until
now, The 12th supported the F~urth Brig de, the 15th the Third
Bri ade and the 17th both. f rin g th -', ;~re the infant end arftllery
got to know each other and close association of the' two arms of the
service, each imbued with a spirit to win, could not have produced
any other result . Our mutual action' was intelligent, the- spirit
admirable and co-operation thoroughly successful.

This may s'ound' like a .rlorif ication of the 2nd Field. Artillery
Brigade but they certainly deserve all praise that Eean Icaiv en them.
The best is none too good 111. the best .

DI SOUSSION OF THE 'OPERATION OF sINFANTR't. IN R;ELATI ON WITH THE. ARTILLERY.

The infantry should be trained to fellow the barrage whatever happens
because a barrage knee lost is worse than useless. Aside from the
tremenduous waste of ammunition the success of the operations is en-
dangered and the cony: quent casualties are largely increased. The enemy
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soon grasps ,the significance of a lost barrage and hold up an
advancing ljne for a lon; time.before special Lire can be directed
on the nest:thus permitted to get into action, or until flank
attacks can be made. After a first day's attack, when counter
attacks become only too numerous, the information given by the
infantry to the artillery must be most accurate, particularly
as to frontline positions, and positions of the enemy. Such
information should always be ,given. by coordinates, if possible,.,
or by some distinct. object -f terrain~ Observation. posts, .both
artillery and infantry .should always be established first of all

as the best of artillery support can o~ly be furnished. when there is
direct :observation and good. communicati.ons. Prompt notice of all,
movements and changes -in the'lines', outpost,,, etc., in fact any
information that permits the artillery to act intellicently and
effficiently so ,ashnot-to endanger our own forces inlaying -dor's
a barrage or . in. delivering harassingfire .:For instance when a halt.
is made the artillery should be informed of the exact positions
of the lines so that a properly placed defense barrage can be prepared.
A barrage to be effective must be close up to the lines.

Accuracy of location of infantry lines is necessary where the
artillery has hadna opportunity to register the guns, During the
advance, if the infantry requires artillery preparation or.neutraliza-
tion, -the request should be absolutely explicit as to,place,.to, be .fired
upon:..Artillery not properly placed is wasted, The artillery., should' be
informed ofthe exact posiions of enemy machine gun nest s er. other,.
obstacles and of the hour' until which the infantry will ;remain
halted awaiting artillery fire. Otherwise, the 'infantry may have out-
flanked the enemy or otherwise disposed of the obstacle and ad-
vanced . The lalalon officer with the infantry could give him a fairly
accurate estimate of the time it would take for the commencement
of fire on a given objective.

'dBAT INFANTRY GOT FROM ARTILLERY IN' THEW AY OF SUPPOR.T AND WHAT TiHEY

EXPECTED.

At the be innin; of the campa nwwhen most of the officers,
particularly below the rank of ,major, and most of the men had had
very little experience, there was a tendency on the part of
infantry' to' expect 'about everything in creation of the artillery:
Some ~demands were 'unreasonable and "when not. forth-coming considerable
c mment -ensued: Wil'e* found afterward's that most of the failure to
receive what :was expected was due principally to the infantry
themselves, Poor observation posts, poor equipment (the 5th
Regiment, I remember, had a pair of eight power binoculars
as their equipment), untrained observers, officers ignorant

of the powers 'andlimitations of artillery who made, requests that
were uselese' because inexact, inaccurate and not gi*i g suf.f.i'cient.

Intermation. A request for' a banra;e "on such and such a road" means
nothing but waste to the artillery. Without co-ordinates or some
definite description of the exact line on which to place the
artillery faire, the demandmight as well not be made.
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I know or-one ntance- not in our division- where an
infantry officer demanded of the artillery liaison officer' for the
seventywfiiiest o fire at enemy, aeroplanes; flying overhead. A demand
was 0a160 made for' a barrareever T half hou~r all night (a. mere
matter of expending~ 9000 reund)

Another: error made by inf antry was in calli g or fire
and note de~i natin the tar-et;, so the artiller c uld decide
exactly what' k nd of' amizE itidn to use. Too'oft n he demand would
be mdde for harassing fire on- such and Wich a e eo" roads° or, back
of such and such a woods, 'the cp ordinat a reperly but not
the target. The infantry officer would mhake th d~ and not' realizing
that high explosive shrapnel, seventy-f ives Q 1~ are not always
the ,best shells against' certain objectives. GI accurate, place
and 'naming the tar get we. always found that out p y attended
to the rest,

We hadn't been in action very lon ; before the infantry discovered
that, a Continuo~us improvement was made as each succeeding battle
was gained.r

At Soissons St M hiel', Champagne and the Argonne-.Meuse our
artCillery'0eesponded promiptly to all our demands and theme some.
Vr infantry 'officers-learned by bitter e~perienco just about

what the artillery could do and what they couiddn't do and did
not make unreasonable demands, When we made reasobable demanids
that were clear: concise and explicit our artillery never yet has
failed to deliver.

The first requisite to a complete success in, any attack is a.
coed rolling barrage, and to start with the infantry lines hhould
be most clearly delineated and also stabi3.ietd longenuht
permit the concentration of the artillery and the supply of. the,
necessarily large amount of axnrinition to live the barrage the
proper density, It is essential that the infantry lines be known
accurately in order that the initial start of the barrahe should be
properly, placed. If possible re istration -should be dene.

In our attack: at. Blanc Mont and also at St Geer esr and. Latdras
St George,' one ;gun was reported aS: always f iring short #.t hough
alway0 advancing wtth .the barra~ge. it had the effect, of itndenting
the infantry';line but, , fortunately, didn't- give any. advantage to the
enemy.

Thin brigns up the subject; of. "firing short"1 , an unfortunate
occurenc +, liable to ;happen" in the beet regul~ated divisions 'which can
genrally be .traced to, the faultyoeria tien sent to the ,artillery
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definin~g the infantry lines-. My bri.g;ade had very little short
firiz;,. because. I, insisted. on accurate- position reports-w-tracing
paper plat s--and .often division would rave because I didn't
send in '"liver'pads"' saying. the first battalion of the Sixth,
was 'about ' ere' or :the T h'i Btta.ion in en: area aesemblifl
a crooked ' stem ;a~ura, They were as useful to the, artillery
as a .spar' handle to a pump.

At Blanc MoniA was reported that we were. "short fired'
but we were so far out in front that 'the Botha. batteries fired
in from the fl1a 1cs and were. r~p yreported as our men..

fA tear'tie ,ava'ce "has been completed for the first day; rollikrg
barraged'are to. mny ind, out;qt _the question~ for a continuation
of the 'attack uless'suf'ticiejnt time b. 3.been .taken to 'clearly
define -the intfantry lines and. to brino up. the. artillery and
am munitioin. sufficient ,t o ma$ barrage '"d ens&' enough. In the
subsequent war of mo eme it.," the art ill'ery,. being nso longer cons'
centrated' as "batteries are moved.up separately, 1!-1 bl Dit'ed °it its
movements by, ;oid space andalso as,. regards. the '.supply ,f'. ~miniton*
This limits the concentration of-'sufficient artillery to put-down'
a really e'fficient' rolling:; barra .e, except on roads in woods, defiled,
etc. After the principal po:sitions of resistance of the enemy
have been passed a rollint- barrale is a. waste of ammunition as we
found the enemy'sa nests scattered andi when wewere unable to out-
flank them special fire was arran'ed" with' the artillery.

Theref ore 4 after the initial. attack, following a-re gular
barrahe the infantry. didn't dem~and-or expect a barrag e.:for
further advance in open warfare,

When the' lines were established for the n'i ht, the, artillerywsifamcozbepston"'f-urupot ndlnasery

accurate aspossa~ble,aad 'arraingement s made for barrage to respond
to rocket signals. The infantry ebcpected it promptly, and got, as
a rule,

One "exception was a barrake dernandeei at night. on Blanc Mat when
rocket after rocket had been fired but ktC"-esponse was comling, due we
afterwards found out to the rocket s not rising~ high. eno* h forv the
artillery to see. ('ossins thie Meuse incident)

in open warfare then linesy are not definitely f ixed, shortage of
ammunition, dispersion of artillery, lack of information of exact
positions and dif ficulty" of .informing ,infantry lines of H hour. all:
preclude the pu tin .down of 0 fficdent roalin .a&rra e4
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Our ex~erience has shon--as it Blanc Molnt and in the Ar~onne --

that the best way to capture and destroy machine gun nests was to
arrange with the artillery fire. Nests having been located by
scouts or the more expensive way of bumping into them, they -we et
located almost exactly by the infantry Commander and the artillery
liaison officer and exact data'sent to the artillery and on hour set.
Invariably it succeeded. It requires, however, batteries very far
forward and good observation posts and efficient.liaiso.

The infantry -expected close support .of the artillery in: open
warfare. The advance of the infantry at times was so rapid that they
sometimes dot beyond the sate support- of the 75s, but our artillery
never allowed that condition to last.. The artillery deserves much
commendation for its ability to move forward, and closely follow
the infantry. The 12th Field Artillery--lwith which Regiment' I have
so closely worked--never failed to Ftire. proper support and were
always in striking distance when .'needed. Durin, the. Argonne-4eue.
battle on Nov 2-3rd, threes batteries of the 12th were. even advancing
ahead of the. pupport troops and went into. action about one kilometer
in rear; of the lea&1ia g attacking lines. Such close support the
infantry didn't .xpect, but got it nevertheless, and were grateful.

LIA SOCS IBET7uEN A1MS.

Liaison was one of the wor ls. developed during this war and so
pounded into us that at first it was regarded as a mystery, then a
nuisance and eventually a.joke- 3etter experience taiught its
importance, both as reiards Information communication and physical
contact. A commander who has seen his troops far in advance, no
liaison with troops on the flanks, no l iion with his artillery
badly needed perhaps and no liaison with his own advanced infantry
themselves will cever forget the worn nor its importanc.

I will make no discussion here of the liaison methods-axis of
laison , telegraph, telephone, wireless, T.P.S., etc --- ciept
as it pertains to the liaison between-the artillery and infantry.

The ficiency of liaison like almost everything developed
between the artillery and infantry during this war depends on the
confidence that each has in the other. No matter who the particular
liaison officer is if that conlidence that each arm should have in the
other arm is lacking good results cannot be expected.

Some advocate more liaison agents even down to and, -including
Companies, I dn't believe that it should go, below the battalion
because if the calls on the artillery were made by company commanders

on limited front the artillery fire might become so dispersed as to be
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out of hand and not immediately available on more important
targets suddenly .presented. Then, too, a battalion of infantry
in attack covers so u'ch front that a ;company commander., not knoing
the, positions, of adjacent units. mgh call for a fire -on our own
men, particularly on the .fidriks, mistaking them' for the enemy. This
could have' happened in the Champagne where the 3rd 1r igadea side slipped
over r into our sector.

The, post Of the artillery commander at the Jump'.off should, aear
^r near the :infantry commander and in the advance as near as may be.
What is if a battalion or .rediixent of. artillery is. supporting an
infantry regiment ,the artillery commander should. be with the
r egiiiat al 'commander o f inf antry, itIn t hat way he isa enabled to get
first. hand, information as to the needs of' the infantry. and can
iinmedl at ey advise as to what can and cannot be done by the
artillery. After the. war.. of movement has begun., however, it r is un-
reasonable to. expect .the artillery cozmandr toremain: at the
infantry head quart ers. purely for advisory purposes. His batteries
have already begun to move- forward ax,4 to bediepersed. questions
of. )cations of a~dvancing elements, the order in which they should
move, questions of saupply etc,, continually crop up and o'teri-reqire
his presence and personal attent-ion-1 Often the .infantry. =headquarters
will;,move forward long .bet orethe artillery is ready and, the move
and consequent loss of touch might be disastrous. The artillery
commander :.shoul.d be foot free, but there' should, always be a
competent. liaison officer present. at the Brigade and regimenta.
headquarters:.

The. artiller ylilts on officer whether with Brigade, Regimental
orBattalion headquarters, should' always be: informed of thesituation
of the lines' at all times. Very' often the artillery may be called
upon to perform a mission, and then in the stress of other imnportahit'
happenings the Anfant ry commander'rnay f orget fbhr the. moment th.
artillery :and either much valuable ammunition is expended tr, worse y et,
there is the ever present danger of shooting up our own infantry.

LLaison in .'table wargar'e i a comparatively easy proposit± on
Telephone'lines are in conduits or protected or duplicated many times.

,Switch boafid are in well prepared: dugouts and "very ,seldom is -his method
of communication' interruptel.; wirelessets ar~e in protected places and
it is, an easy matter to tune them to. thewv preper.-'wave length;
T.P.S. sets are useful because pert anent;, Farrier pige:ons accustomed
to- their routes;a runners boon kn~ow the establieshec , permanenit, ,always
protected, routed to fixed P.Cs.'

Op'ne warfare changes all this# Before the jump off in an attack
we found new, and unknown sectors, suddenly occupied with telephone
systems .hardly recognizable; wirelessnot set up or yet brought up,;
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grid a. new terraini, intricate trenches generally . hattered ' that made
it :a diff icult'task for the dif ferent' runners to locate' the P~C
Flag and projector in our experience were,-little' used:on account'
of the weather,'

* After the jump off it was even worse because wires had to be
laid under 'onstant firinig and' consequent' destruction of both line.
an~d linemen; runners .do ,nt tknow the. ground; -both artillery
and iz fe"try P C!' are on the move. so that' runners' do hot.kcroQm
Where to find them

Tovercome some of these difficulties, it has been sggesrted
that artillery liaison partied with infantry should be more numerous
(2 officers and 2 nom.eoms) more dismounted' runners; mounted
couriers' and motorcycles -should follow as closely as possibl-e4

-Routes .shoi"1d~ be selected 'on which liaison; runners would return
with messages and watch should be key on these routes''i" order to
inform runners, of changes~ in ?.O's.

Connections made with the axi's of liaison by both -nfantry and
artillery as ofCten as possible. Di 'eet telephone lines to 'infantry
?..C's and 0 ,?b as quickly as posible,,

WSiireless should b.us'ed more aid I thin~k 'in- the future improvements
will 'be made *so .that it 'cani be.. The trans~er of the message into core'
militated against it .because 'df time lost' in coding it in. the
first plane; and also the:.codesi as a' rule', werxe not to be taken
in the "front line. trenches~"

~jfantry -artillery l'aision had -for .its 'sole missdofl the delivery
of' exact+ demands of the infantry commander 'to the artillery conrnander.
These demad must .be 'exact'.ais to locations and concise as to fire .
and 'time,- Their exactness depenided ,upon good observation post that
could. see the .tar eta and' locate them by co-ordinates, This:
'information ; must be gotten to'the. infantry commander by 'telelhone, or
by runner~. Their conciseness depended upon the efficiency of the
artillery liaison officer who should be so selected that the infantry
ocommander'has every -conf idence in his judrnt . The message. then 'goes

to the artillery commander who~ is able to comply in an Intelligent
sad efficient manner,

In. other wor ds., the measure N> ,artill ery support depends'.on direct
observati~n {(noat direct: fire) and quick commuicatioti The 'better the
communication to. the 0,. the better the results.'
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WHAT SHOULD BE EXPECTEbJ FROM THE MUTUAL ACTION OF THE TWO ARMS

One result of the war to date. has been the removal ;to alarge
degree. of the rutualAistrust and petty jealousies of." the various.
arms of the service. We have seen officers of one branch dommanding
elements of another; cavalrymen commanding. artillery regiments;.
artillerymen' commanding' infantry br~gades, and it is to be hoped
that these old jealousies produced 'by a general rush or glory
and ° 3jobs after the civil war wil l never :again prevail in. our Army .
It has been evident over, here that .each branch of the service
has its mission and that. each is dependent on the others, and the se
sooner. we realize how much this is' so the better it .will be for .the

*service and for the .country,

* There is r, .mystery, nother -super-natural or super-human in the
duties or the education of the ,diff Brent branches :of .the service.
There should' be an interch~ange of officers in the diff'ren't
branches and particularly between the infantry and the artillery.
We of the Marines have been blessed- in that 'respect for a Marine
Officer could be ordered to sea, to an' infantry outfit, to an'
artillery regiment', to a signal. or mining bat talion , yet always
remained a Marine Officer.

Obur. infantry-artillery work during the late campaign. constantly
and .cpnaistently imporded., adi1. as I said. befor?.%rit was g *eatly.
due to the confifience (and admiration) each had/the other, This.
confidence was due to the fact that we got to' knoviT one, 'an other
personally, and to tak1 thinte ov er, discussing pretty ;largesly
everythinig that. tended to impnove oih mutual ef fort and to
increase our, united efficiency.

In the-futu~re, all infantry officers' should, go to artillery
schools for instructions and vice-versa, It is necessary for all

* infantry'-officers to cnow the powers and limitations of artillery
and the difficulties, of advance" and supply of the artillery so that
they %V*1 not expect the impossible or ask for unnecessary fire. So:
that they will' know the absolute necessity# of c+)rrect data in
order .t'u get. .efficient:results, In other words; the infantry officer
could Place himself. inhis rmind'seye in the place'-of the
artillery commander and kno:i exactly what information' was wante:
In, order to deliver' the required support,

The artillcryi officer 'should. similarly have instfictions
in infantry work so that he could judge just what the f elltw on
the front line meant when he requested a counter barrage or harassing
*or neutralizin ; fire and wanted it, quick,
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In the 4future the mutual action of the. inf antry arid artillery,
3e going to further improve (I speak for the Marine Brigade end of
the combination). Because; of our close comradeship wie are' interested
in every. man of the 2nd Field Artillery Brigade and this interest
is not only persona. but extends to our profession. We have 'a
constant exchange of ideas and icriticism~, which' being friendly
cannot but help us in co-operationi and insure succe5ss

ACCOIMPANYIN( ARlTILLERY

* The term "Accompanying Gun"' must be understood to mean gun or
p1utoon which are pushed forward in support of an, attack of infantry
and at a closer distaince than' would' be possible for such larger and
more conspicuous artillery units such as batteries, battalions, regiments,
etc. Its value is two-fold; the moral effect on our twn infantry and in
the destruction of enemy machine gun nests, troops or other vulnerable
targets, They should follow the 'infantry at such a distance as will afford
reasonable protectin to animals and personnel, and that depends upon the
terrain.

*Accompanying gfillery was one. of the results of open wrar-fare after
a series of years of trench warfare, Its origin, I believe Vwas due to
the insatiable desire of the infantry for artillery support, that they
had had for so long a time, Z 'believe the Cermans were the originators
of it because they saw the necessity of the assistance.' of artillery
to reduce the machine gun nests they encountered *during their great,
drive ini the spring of 1913% Their advance was so rapid that they
soon outdistanced their 'artillery and it required days to bring the
artillery' forward and the necessary supply of artillery ammuniition,
During this time', the All'ies were- abole to concentrate their troops
and stabilize the line. Wee had exactly the same experience and .tried
the same experdience.

There is' nc. doubt that: the acaonpttnyiiig artillery, in sufficient.
numbers where possible is a6 good. thing but' there are so many "bu~ts" to their
use that to say* accompanying artillery 'is always necessary or feasible
is a decidedly difficult question. We haveto .consider the t Natu re
of terrain'., "Coumpositioni and strength of 'enemy troops", "Mvagnitude
and nature of 'attack* launched b,;~ our ;own troops", and many other
o 4d cut and' dried bremides thaXt really are important~ In. the first
place 75s horse drawn guns ft$uridhardly feasible exccept on rare
occasions. ' Thpy cows4 not follow the infantry lines quickly enough
as they necessarily had to go bi reads that are alw ys under enemy

*fire and as a consequence lost heavily both in animals and in personnel,
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Followiig as they had to, the rod they often lost touch with the
particular units to whom they were- attached. The incident in the
Argonne-Meuse on November 2nd and 3rd is a good example of the
accompanying artillery Although they were not detailed for this
purpose they were so far idrward they could fulfill. their mission
as such, Another.objection to- the. detaxiling of the regular.
artillery a accompanying guns' is the- dispersion o f the. artillery
<which to- my: mind :ii a very etious' objection as the artillery
should . be at ,ai]l times ready 'to 'deliver a concentrated .fire on dan"
g erxou points. The .terra n 'has a great bearing on th us~e'.of ,accomnpany-
ing" guno, especially if it is ai open 'country -etnd void of proper cover.

.There -the ,'osses. due to goods. observation of .the ;enemy;. makes it a
question ,whether, the g'qo& a comiplished was worth...the .Sacrifice,
In the Argonne. Met'se with its Mills and woods aoompanying artillery,
where roads permitted its advance, was well worth ithe,5r use., if
accompanying artillery is to be used heretofore, however, I
believe heavy. lb'rse s.should be expected and if plenty of artillery

* is available to replaceose, it inayr be advisable to. detail.
guns for ,that purpose. 'When accompan~yi.h; guns are used, perfect
liaison is abso_._%tely essen't ia: for its: succe-ss. The arti.:]lery

*'of ficer of the accompan~ying g d&must accompany; the. froant line
battalion .commander or be 'in cl os& touch with .h im,y and; the infantry
cimrnander must have, sufficient 'knowledge -of- artillery to knowr what
he can expect. cf their. Pr opernttrained details cain mainta n. telephone
comnmnicwaion between thefront line and artillery and the 'guns can
rbe 'used; to cood advantage on strong points .tnd-machine.gun, nests. Of
course' as the. artillery~ at present' is used cannot kee:pup writh the
barrage but. .a= move: up, after theattack xis been successgul,.and can
be used in exploitin 'the line in front' where. strong enemy resistance
has been- encountered. 'The positi on of- the fr'ont .line is. so indefinite
that ae a rule it is not possible f6r'the" art~l).ery? in the rear to
render this assistanne. '

Indirect f ire will be the rule and direct ;fire the ,rare, exception.
In oth~er wor ds :wo come 'beck to the v i ginal assertion-.o,direct
pbervat ion and good c'ommunication, The personnel .-; .each
accompanying gun ano platoon detachment should include two .well
trained officers, One as :'I said' beforeshould, 'accompany. the commander
of the infantry and the other should remain with the gun and if possible
each should ,try .to- have an observation post, wfhere the enemy's lines
'coul:d'be Beet . It. has been 'su < e sted'an ,JI believe .it. should be
tried, th . breast reels and .i:ht field wires .should .be rho, in'
both -directions, thereby'havin a. double line of doimunjcatien by
telephone which should be augne ted by a double set of .runnerea

* Ibelieve t hat the accompanying ns has come to stay, but I also
believe that the divisional artillery should notl be utilized for that
purpo~ge.



A large use of divisional artillery for accompanying gun, purposes.
t ends' to disperse: them and they thereby lose their. efficiency
as such. 'To my mind the .deal accompanyin ui doing the recn
vi'paign would have been a Mountain battery, Very_ mobile as they.
are they do not dependuipon raads and they could hab~e been a
moved acr'oss fields, by trails, through woods, over. hill s, in
fact anywhere the infantry could, and. in. some .of our attacks I am
stare, could have' kept up: with the infantry. It. may have been re-.
ma~rked that this: would simply, ircrease. the already enormous
number in t-he Division.

As the result of trench. warfare,. the .tre~ih nvmntas. was. developed
and came to stay. When the 'war 0!f.movement. begani attemptse. were made
to utilize the trench mortar very .much in the sme , ;ner as
accompanying rartillery. The ' difficulty of its use was the :supply
of amnurnition. No ar'rangements had' been made for this except. that
carried by hc:nd 4j therefore it. became restricted t'o a, small.
supply; Toward.the latter. part' of the campaign small hand'drawn
carts similar to' mrchine gun carts were used, but there the same
dif ficulty of keeping tip. with the. infantry was encountered.. It. has
been proposed to combine 'the two. Why not have, the mile .btitteries
trained for trench mortars i trench warfare and fore mountain guns
in open warf are. I su ; est&/iit ar'gument and perhap5 something
can be evolved. along these lines. The tank development of this
war and at first they were armed, with machine guns, later with. one"i
po'inders and afterwards increased to, °I believe, 75's. At first
the tanks were looked upon as scants and by many thought a failure.
As the war progressed, however, their value was. reuized and they.
were used and used effectively in sver increased numbers., and I
believe that the accompanying gun proposition will be solved. by the
develop~ment of a tank armed with at least ci1ibex' 75 rid machine
gJuns,. We have Seen them advance across all kinds of terrain, the
only thing..holding them up being large streams and woods.

Whateverthel solution, accompanying funs must be under 'the,
command of the' infantry commander, but he Must be 59 tuained as to.:
have absolute 'confidence inthe artillery commander as. to trust. his.
judgment . n the ultimate use of the accompanying :gns. once. his
Orders have been issued.

Coming, as; this lecture 4~ote, as the end. of. the' course, you ,must
be prty eluile ~p .with latitudes such as I know I hare spoken
today but for the moment you 'must all become Marines:, as'.ia universally
known,. we have. always suffered by having eVberthirig told to Us and 1
hope that you. nave not.unduly suffered by having I1hias Marine tell it
to you.
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ATTACK ON BLANC MONT BY 2ND AllERICAN DIVISION.
OCTOBER 3 7 *1918.

Intecmie rn fesv f h rnhi h.Champagne and the American in the. Meuse Argoi'ine which started
September 26th, the French had reached the line to the north
of Somtme Py and had taken thie Essen Trench.

All further advance had been held, tp by the enemy. works'
pn Blanc. Mont and at PMediah ?arm.

The 2nd Division, in army reserve near Chalons, moved to
Souain-Supppes. area on Sept' 28th, 4th Brigade being disposed
north of. Suippes so as to reach the front line near Somme Py in
a. single night' march,

'On Oct let the Division relieved the 61st French Division
and part of the 21st French Division on the left of the 61st D4I . the
4th Brigaderrelieving the, troops in the front line.

The original intention was to attack on the morning of
Oct 2d, the, .4th Brigade in front and the 3d Brigade in support, but
this. order was revoked. The Corps Comndr decided that a frontal,
attack was impossible,. especi*mlly on the fronit of the 5th Regiment
thxl h the 3Ois de-la Vipere and a conveying attack was planned
by the. C 0 2d Division. The 3d~ Brigade was inoved~ the evening
of Oct 2d to the position. assigned (see map).

The 2nd Division was ,the left (west) division of three
divisions in the frontline of the 21st Army Corps (French) and the
General line Blanc Mont -Mediah Farim (both inclusive) wa6 the
objective, It was aftterwads to be consolidated and outpost elements
pushed down the slope, to the, N.W,

The formation fo6r the attack x'ias each brigade in column of
~regiments, with the lQading r meapto formed in thr~ee lines of one
battalion each. The roar regiment s' followed in reserve in such
f ormation prescribed by the, brigade commanders.

The advance of, ..4 brigade was made without reference
to. the troops. on its right or lefts

teThe 2nd FA-Brigade (Us) Reinforced by the artillery
of th 61st Division (Fr Each) supported the attack.

Both bra.gades maintained combat liaison on the right and
1 1'eft flanks cvf the divisioni with the adjoining divisions (Fr ench)
That of the 4th Brigade was a battalion with one machine gun company
with orders to. protect the flank. of .the division,

.~



The Bo the trench system'nhadnot been entirely clean~ed ups
Besides sections 'of the 'Pacha&, "Elba" and "Essen 't trenches
in our .own lines, there remained the "Hook" of the Trs sen' trench
about 300 yards from, our left flank. This "Hok was a very
strong machine' gun nest with ant ext ensive all around fire which
up to this time had successfully resisted all efforts of the
Prench to take it , The line on' the left of our sector was
therefore retired about one kilometer, Special artillery fire
had to be provided to neutralize "the "Hfook", during the
attack,. The rear battalion of this 5thnRe~inent was especially
chaniged with cooperation with the Frenc~h to reduce Essen Hook,

H houir was set f or 5 *50 a,mn October 3d. The infantry
attack was preceded by 5 minutes artillery preparation,# and was
supported by a rolling barrahe, rate of advance 100 meters to 4
minutes, Two companies of light. tanks were, assigned to each Bkigade,

Promptly at H hour the division attacked, The principal
resistance encountered was from machine, gun, z30 and this fire
came from the front , the Grand Bois d Carref our on th'e right
flank, the left flank, princ4pply from the Essen Hook and Blanc
Moat, and on both brigade from the m.ddlerground between the two
brigades.

The right flank "of each battalion of the 3d Brigade
and the left flank of thoee of the 4th Brigadce 'were succesively
retarded by heavy fire antd it caused each line to side" slip to the
left or right,

Great machine gun resistance was, gcountered in the Bois des
Pinis and in the Grande Bois de Sorome Py Several thousand prisoners
were captured, The~y stated that their. losses had been heavy duo. to
our riflevand art'lleryr fire. Oufrt own 'infantry testified. to the exc-
cellence of the rol ling barrage. and -accuracy of 'special fires

The division objective was taken, by both brigades at 8'30
a,T4, and the work of consols dation began.,

Although the Fr ench made- every effort anct the marine one"
pounders, did excellent work, the Eosen Hook was not under control until
3 S00 p~m. antd many more hours; elapsed before it was completely
cleaned' up.

During the afternoon orders were received 'to 'continue the
advance 68 the NW and establish a position of resistance on' the. general

.l1ine! Road fork about 1 km, SW of Scay Farmn 'Point on Mont Blanc
St Etienne road, abou~t a -km south. of St Etienne,; An outpost, line was ~
to be pushed forward. to a distance of .about -1 km' and St Etierine
r econnoit ered,

The 23d, Infantry axed 6th.IMarines passed thru, the 9th
Infantry and 6th Marines respectively, and 'immediately met with
strong machine gun resistance. bath front flanks,, They pushed forward
about 142 kilometerg and held on althouigh, subjected, to heaevy .artillery
and machine gun fire and, two enemy counter attacks during the night,
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The divisions on the right and left had no come up and both
the 23rd and .nth \ ere in very exposed -positions and liais'0h was
extremely difficult~ but the two brigades finally connected up.

At 6:00 a,m~ Oct _4th orders were issued for a further
advance in the direction of Machault-Caurcy where a position of
resistance was to be established and held, This attack, however,
was not carried out* The divisions on the right and left.
had not come up and the enemy resistance on 'both flanks could not
be disregarded o

The nest (or nests) causing the most damage was close up the
west of Mont Blanc~ Special preparation was made by* the artillery
harassing fire being laid down durin-; the night and at 6:15
October 5th, after an hours preparation, the 2d Battalion, 6th
Reg attacked and captured it without loss, 4 officers and 209
men were taken prisoners and one 125 light and heavy machine - .
taken. This operation reduced to a great extent the fire to which
the advance regiment was subjected and greased the flank of the
division on the left,

On October ,nth the divisions on the flanks were ordered
to advance 'to the lime of the 2nd Division. The 2nd Division
was ordered to continue ih the direction of Machault dour cyb



OPERATIONS OF THE 2nd UNITE]) STATES DIVISION
WITHTH IV FRENCH AY IN CAf G

f HwAid*ist fAhere:. The 2nd' United States and the 36th United
,Sa~ iaes eeasge to the French for use by them in their
attack in Champagne, which started September 26th. They were sent by
Marohal Farch, to add srength to this attack and f or purposes of morale.

Prvosf ini etr On September 26th the IV French Army
had attacked in conjunction with the attack of the 1st United States
Axrya Both attacks had progressed about the sam~e rate. At the time the
2nd Division went in~to action the French lines were in front of the last.
organized German position, south of the Aisne -River. The French had been
steadily making small gains.

t sctr of Advance;.. The sector assigned to the 2nd.Division was -an
important -as any on the front. If the 2nd Division made a deep pens
tration' and held, it would' cause a large retirement of the German forces
to the west. This sector is. shown oh Map No. 1. The sector, was, fairly wooded.

:Prgrss f the attack:.. The 2nd Division attacked on the morning of
Ocoe-3da ato h 21st French Corps. The .11th Corps also ttook
part in the attack.

The 2nd Division .advanced for an average distance of 4- kilometers.
The Division on its left failed. to advance . The French division on. its'
right advanced, about two kilometers,

The 2nd Rivision held to the ground it gained . The 'French division

on its "left sent 'troops, in behind the 2nd Division. and succeeded in dd'.
vancing its lines.,

Map No 3 indicates the effect of this advance upon the operations
in Champagne..

FROM 'BENCH IVTH ARMY BULLETIN, NOITEM3ER 9,1918.
Brief Review of the Of fensive of the' IV Army in Champagne.

"From October 1 to 12 the Bighting went on without a. pause, but
with twi distinct phases;

(a) From the lst't o the 3d, we were assaulting in the last organized
position of theenemy. The day of the 3rd, which stands out preernntly
assured the breaking of that position,

(b) From the 4th to the 12th we were still carrying on heavy
fighting, but after the 10th the enemy, defeated, retreatet1 by echelons

under the protection of rear-.guar'ds and withdrew beyond the Aisne.

If September 26, which saw the collapse of the old Champagne

frout, marked by the celebrated Barnes of Navarin, Buttes d : Souain, a
?ahur e, Lea ayesnil , 1Mo'nt ILacher in, and Mvont Tetu , was the first great daye
of the battle, October -4 was only second to it in the important o h

results achieved. it was distinguished by . sharp surprise attack with

tanks, carried out "by the 11th and 210t'Corps., reinforced by the 2nd

Amieri can pbvision, which aimed at breaking the hostile. front and ex-

ploiting the success.

The attack was launched at 5:50 AM, after a. violent artll~ery
preparation lasting not more than five minutes.

The 11th Corps found itself at the very beginning stopped before

tethe formidable slopes of Le Fourmilier. On the other hand, te21st
Corps progressed rapidly; with magnif icient dash the 2dAeia
Divisionl and the 167th took the crest Qf Blanc M~ont as fartheacrMeetho
The French Divisions on their right carried the attack to h reto

OrfeuiJ-, which was the scene of hard fighting throughout the day,
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The 11th Corps gave up the idea of ibakinig the formidable
position of, Le Fourmlier by frontal. attack and* resorted t-o a- aes ver~
it slipped, it a advanced elements,. into the .*ake 6f the 2ntd. ;.1 mrican
Division so, as to flank Le, Fourlilier, and Mbaeit .~ by. an action frq }.
bast to west. This movemient, however, took 'time.' At the 'end. Of the day,
the eastern..part of the crest at Notre-Dame-des..Champs remained in our
hands3.

~ . I 11I' 11 .H ;11it H1!

The maneuver ao wel1 begun on Sept ember26 by the 1,Vth Armyof wh ich..the action on October '3Pd. marked the full development commenced
to bear its fruits on October 4th-..The pressure of. oizr troops , and,
especia .1y the. rapid progress of.- the 21.st Corps towrards, the Are had
put the enemy in a dif~ficoult situat~in. He decided" t tetreat .before our
left', 4a1andring the whole of the Fourmiier- ridge on .the nigh' ©f
October 3..4', anid :perniitting the successive captureof the wood of Saint
Souplet and Grand and 14tit~ Bellois by the 11th" and 14th Corps,

.n ,. Nf It o

On the 5th, the 'enemy coantinued tis retreat before- our left;
he evacuated. in a single movement the .who~i re ion of the, Monte de
MorziVlliersa fme renckered famous by ''ur fisbcs 'offensive of April
1917, Mots nt. Fo n b4Qiret~ny Le qaaque,.M ont Haut, Mont .Bland, Tie
Cornillet. Following u~ the'"rettreat,. the 4th Corps. advanced, croesed the
mountains, drove in some rear guards, took Naut royr and or.onv U eres, and
finall~y' rest'ed; on the, 41ine BEiNP-ET1ENIVtIXLM

1Itt 1E 11
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T RA NS LA T ION.

4th Army.
)ener al Staf f'.

3rd Bureau

RESUME of the OP ERATCNS of the SECOND AMERICAN' DI VI SION

In -NVfo CO' to OCTOBER 9 1918

The of fivsive undert-akenr-by the 4t1h Army, between the AISNE
and. the, SUIPPE, :during .the at.~ part of September, 191o', pursuant
to the orders of the Ntarshal Cgonanderin-Chief.', had,: as its aim, first,
the 'capture of the ormidable .posi-iions of the- Germnans on the Champagne
front,. and, then the advanci. through the unfortified terrain in a northerly
direction..,

The irs t pert, of this task. was almost entirely accompli shed,
.between September. 26 and Octoberi-, Upon the Znd'of October, the left
of the. Army -reached the titrearn "Pr',, to the north of which the enemy
still :held. the heights of NOT1'REDAAE -deosCHAMPS; farther- wa st, the cete
had progressed more ,rapidlyr,. and had, pushed up to the outskirts 0f 'ORFEUXJ
and MONI -OIS, and therih had. formed ajunction with, the Mr erican,
Armty in the AR(G0NNE,. near BINAaILLE.

The lwit r'anized positions which remained to be carried were' ex-
cepionllystrov'tg: In pa ticulaxr, the WMAS'SIF 'de NOTRi* NI des"CH .IMS had

already. repl used, eevdra4 at.tacks-,.that MASIS de 'NOMitRDAdes OHA PS
with its pr'ecipitous slopes, swept and laid bare by machine guns,

The .Cmandin g -General of: the 4th Army, in ord ez' to marry, the last
German line .infrunt; ofhis ~enter, -betwreenx OFFEUTL and B .4N MON ', and
thus. to, permit the positions of the MASSIF de: NOTREE'DAMEv!F les-CRABMPS to
be -flanked from the east , issued orders for a. general attack to be executed
on October 3.

Tanks were placed at the. dispositibn of. the 11th 'and 21st Corps
in orde$ to assure ;the success of this operation which should have.
deci'e ve results.

Moreover_ to facilitate the. task: of the 21st Army Corps, whose
regiment s had fought since the beginning of the operation, it was reinforced
by the 2nd American Division. This Divclsion, detraining to the south of
OHALONS, upon the 2.7th of September, and assembling first in the zone of
MAI tY-sur-rA N", had been drawn nearer the front on the 30th and billeted-
in the SGUAIS-SUIPJES region. In view of the projected. attack, it entered
the sector during the night of October 1st- and 2nd, t'o the left of the
21st Armny Corps.

The Mision. ssi ,Helto ,the Armny.Corp'. was to attack in the
general direction QR FUIL-FR MEflEA1 -BLANC "MONT, with the 43rd'Division
the 167th Znfantry.Division, and ,the 2nd J .S. Division. ''hislatter
division was ini liaisou to the west with the 11th Corps!

11.
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The two brigades were side by side,, the 5th Brigade of Marines
on the -left, and the 3rd Brigade of Infantry on the right. Each of
these, tio brigades had at itsu disposition a battalion of light tanksr
The first objective to attain was the powerfully organized German p
positions on the crest of BtANC MONT oME)FAH; and, afterwards, the division
was to advance as rapidly as, possible" ih. the direction 'of S.T. E±NN ate
ARNES - FRME SCAM.

Afer a short but extremely violent artillery preparation, the
attack started at 5:50 hours upon the 3rd of October,fDespite a considerable
number of machine guns' and a. heat artillery fire, the two brigades, with an
admirable dash, attained the assigned objective, "BLANC MONT -"M~DEAR. In the
course of its advance, the 5th regiment-.of Marines seat a detachment to the.
11th Army Corps to help it clean out the erman trenches. During-this time,
the divisi on was subjected to -a violent- artillery f ire, as well as 'a machine
gun fire upon its left f lank.

At 16 hours the attack started anew. In, the woods, filled with
machine guns, the advance continued and, at 18:30 hours, the ,forward
elements of the .2nd Ameri can Division reached the line marked by the'
FERMI~ SCAB' and the crossroads at a point one kilometer south of ST.

The advance realized by the 2nd TiU.S.1ivision during the course of the
day was remarkable-, and reached a dppth of about 6 kilometers. unerotas
prisoners, cannon, wm'hine guns, and materialoalknsfelitis
hands* falkns elit t

The raplad:.adirance of the 21st Armiy .Corps, and, in particular, 'that
of the 2nd U .8 Division, durin,October 3rd, -brought- about, the most favor".
able results',

The enemiy, placed by this rapid, advance 'of the gjet.r'od; the 4th
Army in a eery' difficult position upon the, MONTS, as, well as in. the Valley
of the SUIPPES,':decided to evacuate the MOR{TS and to 'retreat upon the
ARNES and. the..8UIPPE,

The execution, of this movement was begun during the night of
the 3rd' and 4th: But to cover their :retreat on the .west of the SUI PEE, the
Germ~ans, during the day of the 4th,. re-acted' violently and resist ed' des-
perately t~e 'units of the 21st Army Corps, which sought to continue their
advance of the proceedin g days. The attack of the 2nd U .S % Division , which
was delivered, at 1435 hours upon the -4th of October, was received with a
violent artillery and -machine'

The 5th,' 6th and 7th of October were utilized for organizing tie
ground conqluered during :the preceeding, days, and- for 'oarryi.ng out minor
operations of detail upon the division front.

Upon the 8th of October, a new, attack took ' place upon the whole
Army Front; 'the 21st Corps, strengthened byn tanks , was, directed to advance
in the 'direction of MACHAULT. The attack started' at 9,1x5 hours,. The 2nd Divi-
sion Occupied ST. ETIENNE~a-OARNES .

'Beginning the 9th of October , the 2nd U.S. Division was rel&6ved
by the 36th American ivisi cn, and moved to the region oA SUIPPES for re-
organization, It was then sent into the zone of VA ENAYa-CHEPPE, where
it remained until the 22nd of October, upon which date it marched to retain
the American Army.
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HEADQUARTERS SECOND) DIVISION (REGULAR)
AMERICAN EXPEDITIONARY FORCES

France, 1 October 1918
17:00 hours.

FIELD ORDERS)
No ir34 ) e

MAPS: TAHIJRE -1/20000

1" The 2nd Division relieves the 6 1st French Division in its
position in the front line near S0MMEi£Y.

II. The 0elief begins at once andwwill be completed by 2:00 AM 2October 1918, in accordance with March and Relief Table "A'',
hereto M1 ached,

III. { ) Details of relief will be arranged by the Commanders of unitsconcerned., Command passes when relief of infantry subassector
is complete.

(b,) The Division Engineer and tbvision Signal Officer will conferwith correspondin~ officers of theE 61st fr'nch Division andarrange for the woA' of their Departments,, for taking overdocuments, stores, etc., reporting action tak~en to. these
HEADQtARTRS.

(c) 'The artillery of the relieved division (61st French) will remainin place and continue to cover the front. It passes under thecommand of the Comandig General, 2nd Division, when thecommand of the sector passes to him, Orders for the movementsof the 2nd Trench Mortar battery and M..R.S. will be given
later.

( d) All units of the 2nd Divisionentering into the sector of the61st French Division, come under the command of the CommandingGeneral of the 61st French Division until the command of thesector passes to the Commanding General, 2nd Division.

(e) Reconnaissance parties will be sent at once to the new sector,Arrahgements will be made to secure guides from the 61st FrenchDivision to lead elements of the 2nd Division into position.(t) PLAN OF INTELLIGENC: Daily Intelligence reports will be madefrom 12 H. to 12 H, and are to be in the hands of the. DivisionalIntelligence Officer at the Division P. C. by 4:00 o'clock PM.
IV. The Division Surgeon will confer with the Medical Director ofof the 64th French Division and organize the medical serg1e inthe sector, reporting dispositions and movements of sanitarytrains to these headquarters.

Administrative details by G-l, in sepatate memorandum/
V. The Division Commander, 2nd Division,' wall, assume command of thenew sector at 8:00 A.M. 2 October, 1918,

Division P.C. moves to WAGRAMA (dugout), on the SOUAIN.SOMMVE PYroad, one kilometer north of SOUAtN at 8:00 AM., October 2nd,



HEADQUARTERSSECOND DIVISION
AME RICAN EXPEDITION4AJ FORCES.

FRANCE, September 29th, 1918.

Midnight.

0 RD ER S

No, 25,

1. The division moves to another area.

2, The reserve ration will not be used except in emergency.

3. Organization c ommand er s Of the NINTH INFANTRY, TWENTY THIRD INFANTRY, ,
F~IFTH MARINE, '.SIXTH MARINES and SECOND ENGINEERS will have dinner and ' sup-
per for their organizations 'for the twenty ninth (29th) cooked in 'the rolling
kitchens before the kitchens move. These meals will be kept in containers;
Trucks will be provided for transportation of empty containers to the' new
area,

4. Field Trains of all organizations marching on September twenty ninth
(29th) before Five (5) P.M. wills draw on that date one (1) day's rations
and forage' for the full strength of' their organizations at the railhead,
LIIE, enroute through COURTISOLS.

5. 'On arrival of field trains 'at destination, ' 6PIJY OFFICERS will ill-
irediately' get in contact with' their organizations ,and will take' the neces-

sary steps to supply cooked meals to 'their organizations in 'the new area
with the least possible delay, Connections should be established and break-
fast served. to organizaions on the morning of the thirtieth (30th).

6. Organiza.tions-of the SECOND FIELD ARTILLERY BRIGADE will draw rations
on September Twvp+ity -ninth (29th) at the raihead, ILEPINE.

7. Inf ormation as to distribut±ig points for rations and foragein' the
new area for September Thirtieth (30th) will be comm.unicated in subsequent
memorandum.

By command of Major General LEJ')NE:

HUGH MAT WS,
Lieut. Cal., General Staff, A. Be F,9

A. Co of S., G -l,



HBADQUARTER3 6SCohID DIVISION (RirGtlLAR)
AME~RICANA EXPE~DITIONARY FORCES.

France, 28 September 1918s.

Field Orders

No. 33,

MAPS: Francee 1/80,000 sheets 34.35-50.514

Carte de France et des Frontieres 1/200,000 sheet 17.

1 " The Division moves to the S~t I N S1IPFES area September 28th, 29th and
30th. The Division~ ren ins in reserve of the group of armies of the center,

2. Movement will be by marching and by busses, according to movement
ta~ble hereto appended marked "a2~

3. (a) Embussing will takeplace on the night of September 29th 30th.
The embussing points will be designated later.

(b) The responsibility for detailed arrangements with respect to march
to embussing points and to embussing thereat, rests with the Commanding Gen-
-orals of the 3d and 4th Brigades aid of the 2d Engineers, each for the troops.
of his c ommanrd.

(c Orders for debussing will be issued later.

4. (a) Field and combat trains will be allowa to march during daylight
hours; but must be divided into groups of; not to exceed 15 vehicles, separ-.
ated by a distance of at least 300 yards. Machine gun units similarly divided
into groups may march during daylight hours as far north as COURTISOLS. They
will proceed by roads which take them through COURTISOLS and S0MM1 SUIPPE~.
At SOMAV~ SUIPPE they will 'be given instructions by the regulating officer
with; r s ect to their' march thence to destination.

~b The use of the' CHAL0NS'-SUXPE road and the CHALONS bridge is pro-
hibited for the movenen .

(c) Further administrative instructions will be issewd by A. C. of S. G-4
5. Division Headquarters will close at its present location at 10100 AM

Septembehr 30th, 1918 and. will open at SUIPPE at the same hour and date.

By command of Major General LEJEUNE:

3. C. R~IB.
Colonel, General Staff

Chief of Staff.



MOVEMRENT TABLE (a) TO ACCOTIPA-' FIELD ORDER #33 SECOND DIVI5SXON.

No*: Date & Hour : Organiizationi From :To Route : Bus or March Remarks
:2d F.A.Brig. : ;

I : Sept.29th :T.M.Bty. : Billets : COIRTISOL :As convient March
: 1:00 A.M. : M.O.yR.Sy. Horse ::

* :Bn. 2nd Am.Tn.
* : : Leave COURTISOL at 8:00 PM

2: Sept. 29th :5th M.G. Bn. :S IMarch :Sept.20th, nrrch to SOMii-
:7:00 AM :-AIM SUIPPE via TILLOY ad

*r" STSE

S ept. 29th
3 :1:00 AN :6th M.G.Bn : Same as No. 2r

: Sept#, 29th :M.G.Cos. 5th and :
4 : 7:00 AM. :6th Mar.a Same as No. 2.

.9th &23rdlInf.:
:Sept. 29th .Field Train :TILLOY et BELLAY: Mardi~

5 : 1l:oo AM :5th Marines: Billets : Destination :St.Ren 5 omme-

:Sept. 29th :5th Marines * ' Courtisol north : March
6 8:00 PM :lses Field Tns. : : :via Bussye
-* rw ."f:Strip e$.:«
: Sept. 29th :4th Brig, lass :'* As ordered. ; Bus

7 : 7:30 PM :5th Marines, M.G. 4 :
:units and .Field Tn:

:Sept.29th :3d Brig. Ltess
$ 70V30 PM :Field Tn.,MG Units: Same as No. 7.

: Sept, 29th :Cc.A.-M.P. less : :Mounted detachment to pros.9: 7330 PM ;trainxs and mounted: Same as No. 7. sceed to Somr'e...&ppea during
r:detachment.:ayp et2th



1VPVEMEiNT TABLE (a.) TO ACCONWPAUY FIELD ORDER #33 SECOND DIVISION.Sht#2

NO.= DTE & H-OUJR: Organization : From: TO : Route :Bus or March: Remarks
of ddxparture: *.._,..,

:Sept. 29th :Trains of M.P. ; Billets : Destination : MARSONN-C0URTISOL:
10 : 9:30 AM :TlLLOY-ST.RE f SOMME : march :

**: SUIPPES. :
: Sept. 29th :2d Engineers

11 730 PM :less. 1ield 'fi. : Same as No. 7: Bus
- Sett. 29th :2nd Engr Train : : Route as convenient to a

12 :9:00 AM ;andl 2nd Engr Field: Billets : Destination :COtRTISOL hence TILLOY-ST. : march :
* . .. :_:Train (Iff*o0) : :REMY-SOMME SUfl'PE.
:SeI t. 29th :2nd Engr Train and: *::P0GNY-ST.. JMsuir.' IVRE - :

13 :7:00 PM :2nd Engr Field : Billets : D estination P+ ARSON-COURTISOL-TILLOtY" : Mrch
.......,.:Train (Motor) :: P.REMY-SOMME SIPE. 4

:Set. 29th :1st F.SC Bn. less :? Buy
14 : Q~ PM :Trains : Same as No. 7 f

:Sett,t h n :Trains FS Bn. : Salve as No. 10. March :
15.1:00 P.14. :aa

a:Hospitals and : Billets Destination : As convenient : -.. « :As arrangedby

-l -: --Ambul --ncesv. Sr geon=21.... r.. -r. ,

Sheet #2,

Ambulanc es. Sur orie16



MOVE ENT TABLE (a) TO ACCOMPANY FIELD ORDER~ No. 33 SECOND DIVISION Sheet f3a

Ho : Date& Hour : Organization : From To Route: Bus or march Ramerks.
:of De arture.:*

17-.ep- 9t 4h G nBillets :Destinationl :As convenient to : March
0 :OPM *: SOMMJ SUIPES

18 : Sept. 29th 2nd Am. Train : Same as No. 17
O70 PM :(Motor Bn.)

19 :Sept. 29th :Hqrs Tr. Mounted : Same as No. 10.
*:1;00 PM DJetached and Thes.;

20 :Sept. 29th :Hqs 2nld Div C :
:1iq. Troop (dis" Billets :Destination : As ordered: Bus:
;mounted men.) "



DEQt URTIRsS CN)DI V I N(A' ~LR
AMAI CAN 2±1XPJDt TI ONAI Y 2?ORC',is

.J .ace) 2 cto ber, ,f:-_ Z3 hours."

PIKE;J. ORDERS

MAY: TAH UTT~..l /2o000O

' 4

UNCLASSIFIED

1. The enemy 1'as been dri ven fr'om ' the TR ECH D ES EN which
on our front has been ooc :i ed by our troops ,
The ?trechoh n O11WXright have advanced' to the genera.

ln:Point 06'.14;,EHok of: ' ATI ONTALE ROUTE, about 2-1/2
.lmeters north of S !MP :BfOY ifd':la PT .

The r enci c4th Army att'a k8.
2. (~ The ,2d~ivjsion, as the lef~t (west) ,division of the

three Ai"ijns in the front l ;ne of thle 21st Army
Corps ~nh attacks the nra1 line; M H Ii,
(exclusi ve); ANC MomT (tnolusivre);takes and "cones
so lidates .tat ,line, and ;r1ushIsis, ctai ost elementsdown -,the s16e o thnr et .

The 170th. ivi ion TFench) attacks on our right;
.the .,21st Divio i u French)/ both a tie same time.

* rVs onhiants

Rilght (eay)}Iimits Line, Point o3A0; ""I$ ARPM
Leftfw~s) '~mit~ tie: exclusive )

Leftw liit Tne QY.,deVIROA RG.; BLANTC MONT
(in 1 u4 Asive)

* ig de. imits;;

,Tight (est)imit: the rig ht limit "of the Division.

Left .( iest) limit :, GeneraL ine:f ALTONA," near Point
.93'.7; " ros8 x~oads at: Point 73.11.

Right (west) Lirnit: T#0 . 1e t (west) limit: of the

Right (east)j Brig ade -.M eeat front 'on the.&eneral
Left line; 0. ; A1TO'A,.Let (west) Bri'gade TRENCH ' "JifFSEN , withi n the

lmt's' off, that Brigade,
~E ~ALIDT RECTI QN' OP ADVANOT:Above 1 QTHWEST.

OBJETIVE; oad' from MDH;? cu
tr o ugh point 73 .11,t o BLANC
.MoOrie~nl usive)te

(e) The Di vision makes a.;convergi rng attack; its infantry "
brigades, with attached troops, converging on the
flivisiort Objective, each-.brigade within the limits
assigned it.' ,h each. brigade, the formation for attack
will" be i n co1tzrm of regiments, with the leading regiment
formed in three (3) lines of one (1) battalion each; The
rent regiment, foll'owing as reserve, in su.ch formation
s may be prescribed by the Brigade Corimander,

UNCLASZSIFiED



-029

All. troops will be in position on "Vl" day at "H"
hour, at which time the attack will begin from the
Parall cli of Depart ors}.

The advance in eachb'brigade, will be made without
reference to the troops on it$ right and left,

t~pon Teachinrg the Division Ob jecti ve, that "3; l
be organized as our mai*, line of resistance and must be
held . Patrol s will be, pushed for~ward. of the line of
resistance th a distance opproximating_ one (I.)
kilometer, and will establish an outpost linre. The
Brigades will be at once reorgani.zed .and made ready for
a .f urther advance upon orders from the Divi si ori ommarier
todo so,

3. (a) The' 2d 'A. Brigade (U s) and the artillery of the
61st fivision (French)', Brigadier General 2owley,
Commandinrg', will, from positions in 'the area of: the
2d Division, support the attack:

The ,artillery action will be as follow ; A ire'
parattion bteginng at "H" minus Five ( 5) minutes ,wil l
terminate at "H", hour , at which time a creeping .barrage
will start in f Ant of each, Parallel of epart ur e, and~
move at 'the rate of one hundred (100) meters in four
(4) minutes to a gener'al line 300 meters bey i d the
Division Objective, where it will remain f'or thirty
(30) m .nute s 'after the, arrival oan that objective of~
the left (west) brigade, or., until' "H0 plus' Two (2)
hours, thirty--eight (38) tin.t es a At "H" plus two (2)
hours, thirty-eight (38) minut es, the barrage wVIl
start forward again and movi n at; the rate 'off ~ne
hundred (100}) meters in four (4) m inutes to a l in e
1,300 meters beyond the Dlivision~ Objective, will stop
,and remain on :that line until the. infantry, has, establisher

'ed its f orward pa-trols...

During the, progress: of the in iantry fronm the
Parallels of Departure to the irisi on Objective, the
artillery will take as special targets: s B~EARPM~
enemiy strong. point in the: vicinity 'of S0HWABN-KO1~tG:
PIYOi : strong point i n vicini t' of BtA 'C .M0 T, &nd ~..
Bela VIPEH. Some smoke shells will. be employed: in
this fire.

Tr o.op of the right. (east) brigade,will be caution-
ed. not to fei.ow the barrage too ,closely, 'becuase the
guns, with which this' barrage is jade. will not fire in
the axis of the advance, but at an angle thereto. Upon
arriving on ,the Division Objective,. troops ;of the, right
(east) br gade will be held strictly .within .that part
of the, objective -assigned to :hat 'brigade', u.ntil the
arrival of; the left (west,) brigade,.

The nfantry .will stake out their. front lines at
8:00 o'clock and. at 15:00 of c3lock.

The ' light artillery will be faro light forward in'ehlastetacprgses#o.stsuotte
e 4eoa1 h ttc rgess o st upr h

new line of resistance, or to assist in a Subsequent
advance of .the Divrisionl



(b)JR0Ps:

Right:(east). Brigade :, Br iga~ier 'General SLY,"
Commanding,

3d Infantry Brigade,
f;.3d Battal~ion tanks (French) attached,

i].1 . in position:'at ".If" minus Two (2) hour" :.

.left (west) Brigade:; Brigadier General ]Neville,"
Comm ndin ,

4th Infantry -Brigade,
2d Battalion tanks (French) ,attached%

will be in position. at . W9'. minus Two (2) hours3.

(c) QMAT LIASON'
Dri~gade will.2 mai ntai i' on the right (east), and

left (west) limits of the Division sector, combat
liaison with the adjoining .French troops by means of
previsional organizations. of mixed infantry and machine
guns, the left (west) brigade providing for this
purpose a force approximating a battalion. in strength,
the commander of which will be instructed to take propr
steps, to protect the left of the Division. In case the
11th 'Ccps , on our l eft , should meet with di ff ic ultl es,
in the region of FOtY ILLER,:which retards its progress
this flank covering detachment. will be prepared, to face
in that direction and assist the progress of the 11th
Corps, Upon arriving on the .Livision Objective this
left flank covering detachment will, be called upon to
protect the left flank of the division until the arrival
of the 11th Corp (French), and in case of a su~bsequent
advance of the Division to continue its action in
covering the left flank thereof . The commander of the
right (cast) Brigade, on his- left, and the commander of
the left. (west) brigade, on his right, will especially
provide for flank, protection until these brigades arrive
bn the Iivisi on objective, Upon arriving .on its .oIj ect-
eve the right (east) Brigade will assist the progress.
Of the left (west) brigade by employing enf ilade,
infantry and macroine guni fire on the enemy'se positions
within the objective of the left (west) brigade..

(di) A'TATt ON:
The 22dAviation Squadron assi ststhe Division by

reporting progress and location of front lines, and by
observat ion of artillery fire. (see plan of Liaison).

(e) ENGtERS
The d ngineers will continue their work in

improving roads in the Divisional area, but will be
ready, on short notice, for use as. reserves.

(f) MAHI NEG TJNS
The 4th M.G. nr to a covering position near NAVARIN

Free, at the disposition of the Division Commander.

(g) PL~AT OF LIAISON (See Plan of~ Liaison, issued '30
Septeinber,1918). Attebtion is
called to change in Code,Chapter

4.. An£sT I E$AL ee Administrative Order*



"~...

P.C., 4th Brigade

WAGR M, eamt of SO:UAIN-O A1EABPY
Raa.,about I kilom~ter north of
SOQUAW .'

Near, road fork, at ,oint 07, 88 5

Eat SUAISabouit 3I Iioneter north of NAVA L N

Cha ges of P.C.'e Will, be announced leter.

16hnA.k v aJ eune.,
Major General M U. S.M, G.«

* Cornxanding



HEADQUARTERS SECOND DIVISION (REGUDM)

AMERICAN EXPED)ITIONARY FORCES,

France, 3 October 1918.14 hours,

FIELD ORDERS)
NO036 )

MAP: TAHTJRE 4./20,000

II,

III.. (a)

(b)

The attack on the morning of Oct 3 was a complete success. The
21st Division (French) has passed TRENCH d'ESSEN and is moving
upon our left; another French Division from the 21st Corps is
moving to support of our left.

The 2nd Division advances its line to the northwest,

The 3rd and 4th Brigades,.an the formation employed in the
attack this morning, will move forward (hour toobe communicate
later) from their present positions on the line;MEDEAH t' ; BfliNQ
MONT, in the direction of MACHAULT (inclusive) ST ETIENNE-a-
ARNES (inclus ve).
Upon reaching the General Line: Road fork about 1 kilometer
southwest of SOAY FME; Point on BLANC MONT -ST ETIENNE Road, about
one kilometer south of ST. ETIENNE-a-ARNES, a position of re-
sistance will be established and held, An outpost line will be
pushed forward a distance of approximately one kilometer in
front of this line.

ST. ETI.ENNE a-ARNES will be reconnoitered.
The right flank of the 3rd Briga~de and the left flank of

the 4th Brigade must be carefully guarded.
Combat liaison will be provided between brigades by arrange-

ment between the commanders thereof.
The boundary between brigades will be the general line;

Present boundary: Point 63,40.

The 2nd F.A. Brigade will support the movement,

(c) The Engineers will establish an engineer dump in the vicinity of
the cross roads at Point 73.11.

The P?,C, of the Division will remain at its present location.

JOHN A. LEJEtINEt,
Major General, U.S.M.C.

Conmuding.

ISTRIBUTION:
CG
Chief of Staff
A,C. of S., G-1
Ai.C. of Sal G-2
A,. aof Sot G 3
CG 3rd Brigade
CG 4th Brigade
CG 2nd FA Brigade

CO 2nd Engineers
CO Tanks
CO Aeroplane Squadron
Surgeon.

J. W, V.

UNCLASS IFIED

IV.



_ .. _TABLE "All Sheet NO 2.

Unit and location 4 .
at be finna~n -of .movement:.7. -October. .lst- - -.- R OUT E

-&-b h MG Bn :Marches--to.irelieve machine gun units of

P~resent bivouac) :51st Freneh.-Division. as -directed-.byCG
3rd Bri oade -*----

:Move by marching to a covered position near.
2nd' Engineers : SOUAIN -NAVARIN FARM road, north of SOTJAXN.:: _ CEALCOS-SUIAPES-SOUAIN ROAD.

present bivouac) :To clear bivouac by 7:00 PM.
- : ~17th Artillery Regiment by CHALONS'-S'IPES-SOUAIN road, thenceto

2nd F.- A. Brigade- :Move by marching so that they will be im destination . 12th-anti 15th Artillery Regiments by SU]PPES'
(present bivouac) : position in time to support the 2nd : SOUAIN road to SOUAlI;- thence N.E. from middle of SOUAIN on the

Division in action by noon October 2. : SOUAIN-TAHUBE road. to a point north of 91.. (I2 kins from SOUAIN)
-thence to position

:Moves by marching into position agreed
4th. MG Bn :upon AS convenient

JAI



TABLE "A"

Unit and location ;
at beginning of : October 1st: ROUT E
movement.

5th Marines,' accompanied
by N. G.. Go. : Marches to Trench LETJSSIER and relieves the : SUIPPES-SOUAIN road to 8OUAIN; thence NE from middle

:unit of the 61st French Division, clearing t ; f SUAI on the SOUAIN-TAHtJBE road, to a point north
(Peetbivouac) : present bivouac by 6:00 PM. of 91. (i j kms from SMtAIN); thence north on PISTE de

(Presnt IDES Road to destinatin.

6th Marines ; Marches to front line and relieves the left
accomnanied by MG Co unit of the 61st French Division, and l bn of the 6'WPZ&ES0SUA1N Road; thence to Destination

resent bivouac) 64th French Division clearing Jiesent bivouac
b y&6:30OPM

6tb MG Bn :Marches to relieve GO Units of 61st French Divi-
(Priesent bivouac) sion as directed by CG 4th Brigade

9th Infantry, :Mrches to relieve support troops of 1- :SU iPES-SOUKI road TO V0AIN, tence NE from nlde o
accompanied by MG a French Division in the Trenches BUTTE de SQUAIN :SOtIAIN on the S0UAIN-~TAHURE~ road, to a. point north of 91. (-
Co Present bivouac) : NAVARIN FAR, clearing bivouac by 5.30. PM :kms from SOUAIN thence N on PISTE deIIS road to destine~~o
23rd Infantry, :Marches to relieve support troops of 61st French:

accomnpanied by M.G. Co Div'ision in trenches BUTTE de SOUAIN-NAVARIN ; CHALONS-SUIIPPES -SOUAIN road, thence to destinations
(Present bivouac) : FARMX, clearing bivouac by 6:00 PM

J"v



UN4CLASSIF IED

H:ADQUART2RS SECOND DI VI S1 ON (REG uLARI)
AMAZR CAN E PEDI TI ONAdY FORCES.

France, 4 October, 1918-6:00 sours.

PF ELD ORDE~RS

NO. 37
MAP: TAH'URE -1/20 , 400

1. In, its aittaoks of' Ootolrer 3, 19,8k the 2d. livis.ton was
entte1y successfvl1, Its advance into the .enemy's post qn,
approximates seven (7) kilomneters. It captures about 200.9.
pri sorters.

The 107th Division (French) haas be en brought into the;
GRAN BOIS deSOWB PYf for the purpose of pr~tecting.,our ;Left11ndr a , T e 3dIiv, n( r nc ) nth ngt'of ot be

3.4 reli eved the 167th Division (Yrench) on. the .line: ,sauth
of' OR E L; M E&A1E FMv, and from that line att auks , ona our
right fl1ank~ on the mnoriiing of October Orr

2. (a) the 2d Division continues its advance in the direction
of the. line; MACHAUL. T: CAUROY.

(b) LIMITS fly' ACTION: -

Division Lits

Right (east) Limit ; Line connecting road fork about
1 kilomieter southweet- of. STAY M,
and. point 6o- 80.

Left. (wat) Limit 'Line; Present(west) Limnit of th~e
of resistance-west-ern outskirts
of ST, ET OENN B a-ARNES : western
outskcirts of CAtJROY.

.vi di m ne b tween Brieades * Genera1line connect-
ing present Dividing
"Ii ne anal short...raiil w
road spur at Point
46.71.

Paa lo epr re;n fro Point an road -at P©. t.
73.54-to road fork, about 1/2 l"1
onet er south of St .E EN E a-ARIES .
at Point 45a,5-34,

General, Direction of Advance : About Northwest.

ta~,dve GeealliethouhPont5556,n

UNCLASSIFIED.

I -I



3 .(a) I~ANr:
The attack w ill. be made with a formation similar tw

that employed in the two attacks of' Octo'ber 3; the 3d
Brigade on- the right and the 4th Bti4gad e on ti ; . ,et. '1
advance will be made by the division at an Ihow
communicated later, and will be pushed forward without
regard to the progless of the divi sions on the right and
left,# The brigades will, however,, advance~i n close liaison
with. each other, Upon r'eaching the Divisiors objective,$ that
line will be organized as our mrain line, of -resistance an
m~ust be held. Patrols will be pushed forward or the line
of resistance to a ,distance of approximately -one 1kilometer,
and wS1l establish an outpost ii e. The bri gadeas Wg.. be
at once reorganized and made 'ready f ors any ac ti on whiceh may
be:. Ome. necessary.

During the advance, combat l iison wall:be provided
by a. mixed detachment ° of. one platorn of. infantry. and two
machine guns furnished by each brigade., the w Ole commanded,
by .an off icer, detailed 'by the .Commanding General, 4th" Brigade.
Each brigade commnander 3s charged with-the protection of
his outez~r flank.. They will provide 'special detachm.ents

zJ this purpose.. ,t-.

The infantry will st'ake, out their - froit lines at
"Ul hour plus 45 minutes, at fljjfl plus 2 ho. s, .and at, such
other time as they may be cakled ,upon- to do. so ',by 'the
divi sion aeroplane.

(b)' ARTIIJ1J Y
Th ?A Brigade, Brigadier General Bowley,

Commrand n ;; will support the attack. The a :tillery will
~be b'rought forward in echelon as the atta'1crogressee, so.
&s to support the new .line of resistance. (See AN X.,
of Artillery !plan).

(a) Av A~ti N"
* The 52d Aviation Sq uadrt'n assists te .,divi sion by

reporting progress and location of front lire and. by
ebaervat on ,of artillery fire.

(4) 2TIN EER.:
The 2d4 Engineers. will continae their present work,

but will be pepared 'to be called upon as ]ivi oi onal
reser~ves upo' short. 'notiare.

Th th1. n "to a 'covered position near point

59,.26, at. the disposition. of the -Divi sion Commander.,

(f) P AN :OI' LAI SON: NO- Change.

4.' ADlI NI STR~ATI VEB '~AI LS : ee Administrative Order, to
be issued later.



5a. Po. t ' 2d. Dfvietn:oChne

Locati on
'.Gals Will

of.PG t, for infantry brigades and changes in
be announced later.

John 'A, XLejeune,
major .eneral , US~

Commanding.

: 3Tt UT2 ON "

4th U.S. Oorp ...."."..1.
21st French C+ rpes .......
21st French' Iivisi on. . .

63d French,.Ditie, on....J4.:

37thitarh y.......

234 1 nfant 'y frF". s " ". "!"4
4th Brigede ~.,. 2.

/ / t i nes~fh * 4 9 44 . 1

4th M,G. Brt" . - . , . ... "1.

A. C .ofS G"'1. 1 ., a... .5:
AteO. of O.% '..2. " r e f " 1
A. C. QofS. yG.3 s. . . " " . " s 3

AM y 8igna Officemowr . f " ..l.
Di i n f tDv S wgeon ... 4' 10

R".M a aa *";*"'".a aa s . 2 .f'

Gast napicr... . 4,.-., .1

Air 8Squadron 2 5?.. ""'...0.
falloon Co ... .... r""r"+i""+.

AdjuMtant "," " M" " .f 1 .f. ".fa"a".".1

NC ~: Because of the limited supply of traoing paper.
copi es of the barrage table are formi shed to
OCrm snders of combatant units oh1.hr

To Change,



He&d quar'ters32ind 'F , A. fBrigade;
4 October 1918.
4: 4.0 AUt.

ANEX NO 1*.To Field Order No ~
4w .

ARTILLERY PLAN4$

The 2nd F .A ' #d~gads supported attack @1f 2nd t'ivisioW. $aline of
departure anid' Final' objective as per attached sketch. 'PRout e':<
of advance: 100 meters in 4 minutes.

MISS1OH$ S a ' LOWYS;.

12th Art (Light} ,Roling
1-5th Art' (i at),

17th }Art (eavy) 'dpe eial

barrage and. .t and ing bar rags.

mie sie o. a a.per. att ached sketch#-

3. Upon the attainment of the, objective, the, aading bearragd will
establis h the protective barrage,, until the reef tdtalion of .the
12th. '.A. is in, a position to cover the front, when the norm1
protective barrages will be taken over,

4. R~ates of fire to be under d rectie~ cCo Regimental. Coswenders,
and in such a. manner as to prescrvo euff icient reserv. f o*
emergency, ..1

5. *Hour "H" to be ; nnounoe4 later.
Day "D"1'O of ober 4th, 1918,

17wv

1.

p V

': i _ ,

.,

:fit . ' .



HEADQUARTERS SECOND) DIVISION( REGULAR)
A1IERIC AN EXPEDITIONARY F'ORCE S

France, , October 1918-4 hr's.

FIELD ORDERS )
N038 )

MAPS: ATTIGNY)
JUN IVILLE) 1: 201000

TAHU RE )

1. The enemy, has been forced back all along the front of the 17th
Army. It is reported that he is preparing to retreat from the left on the
ARMY to the region of M.OflNVILLERa "

The XXIst Corps d'Armee attacks on the line: OR.GEUIL-PYLONE-GRENADIER
LAGER-Southern outskirts of ST ET2 2NE.d' I .NES'BTW MONT.

The XXII Division of-the Xlth Corps d'Armee attacks on our left o na
a line extending to the west from BLANC MONTr.

Divisions of the XXISt 'Corps f'r'om right to left: First line:
124th (French) M13rd (French) -.2nd (U.S 4 'Second Line: 13th (French) 46 7th
(French) -170th (French) .

The divisions contour l~ ght and left are ordered to carry their
attacks to the line of the 2nd Division.

2. The 2nd Division at "H" hour continues its advance towards MACHAULT-.
CAJJROY.

3. (a) The 2nd F.A. Brigade, reinforced by the 3rd Group,, 341st R44., )
supports the attack and advances by Th~elon as the infantry progresses,

(b) The Infantry attacks in line of brigades,, ina Column of regiments,
regulating itsa advance on that of the divisions on the right and left.4

(c) The 27th Aero Squadron will report the alignmnent~ hourly, beginning
at 2l" plus One-.half (2~) hour', and will adjust artillery fire as directed.

(d) The 2nd Engineers (U~5.) completes the road aradlwidge work upon which
engaged and then passes to division. reserves.

( e) .he 4th Machine Gun Battlion remains in reserve.

4. Advance~ dressing and ambulancee stataion at SCHVABENKONIG dugouts;
One field hospital to S0LJM4].PY; Engineer dump at SCHVAEN ONIG Dugout s;
small area ammunition dtUanps at SO! . Y-1 EEAH PARMA and SGUWABENKONIG dugouts;
Combat wa~gons, ration carte, water carts and rolling kitchens to proximity
of troops.

5. Comand Post: WAGRAM °
ADVANCE MES SAG! J CENTER -SONMRE '.,

13y command of Major General LEJEUNE,

j3. 0 . RHEA,
Colonal, General Staff,

Cief of Staff.

' Th F e c r '.l . ' A.C. of S. G#2'44 6th 1HG Bn'.'.,
Xtt French Air3lImy'_.1 Wf . GP 3 .SA Div En r'.



UNCLASSIFIED
HADQUAR? RS SECOND DIVISIoN(REcwxLjR)

1 JEPI CAN EX1'EflONwtJ'y FORU S

France, 6 October ll. 8hrs.

t6F' ORS )
NO39

MAPS: 4a,6o
ATTIGNY ./20, 000

1. The ?lst Infantry 'Brigade valieves front line of the 2ndDivisioni in its position north o INvOTRDEo h ih coe
6 . Terfo e of BLAdC sk 0Nthe f n the nigt Ocobe
wil .b c m het r e f b e n o 'e ~ sk r h v n ng o O tber- 6, andwl bcoplee y 3:00 AM, October 7.-T ib l1st 'Brigade will -not pass t

north of the BLANC M0O4T RIDGE before dusk.

3.(a) The '2 4Diio* Will leave one (l) twat .align in the front lin20of each brigade sector tt~il 'further ,'+rder ' the 'remaln.tw battalions fromthe 3rd and 4th Brigades, whent relieved by~ the 71st .Brigoae, will be marchedbackc to severed positions an andi not more than one and ones-half kLlenmet era
south of BLANC M)NJT RIDGE, where they will remain at the dis position C': -1,
Division Comader..

(b) The Conanding Gassala *of the 3rd and 4th Brigades will eacht
cause his 'igade c Machine Gun battalions to remin in positironQt the dad.
posa.1 of ,the Cots anding General, 71st Brigade, for 24 hours' after the
relief is com~pleted, at which time, unless they receive orders to, the
contrary, they will be withdrawn,

( c) Stakes Mortar and 37 mm gun units of the front '1 ins regiment
in each of the brigades of the 2nd Division will remain in.p n.ti1nfor
24 hours after the relief 4 completed. These units will be reinforcer
by the personnel of the -incoming or anizatiArw. At the end:.Of" the 24 hour4M
the personnel of the relieved units will withdraw during their mzate±'ial Oer
to the uni.ts of 'the 71st Brigade.

(di) Guides f root the 3rd and' 4th Brigades will, by arrangemenit
between the conmmanders of brigades, be sent to guide the fis~t Brgade°
to its positionls..s

(e) Th Division Engineers, the Dl~4ion. Signal Off icer j and the
Division Surgeon, wiil not be relieved until. furtherorder'$. They will each
continue-to perform his functions with personn~el pertaining to the 2nd
Division, reinforced by that of the lst Brigade,

(f) The artil-er? of the 2nd Diviision will remrain in place and
contirnue to Cover the front. It rev oins under the comnend of the £t~rindi g
clenetal, 2nd Division*

(g) All units of the 71st Brigade, entering into the sectors of the
3rd and- 4th Brigades, come under the command of the C mmancd ing Generals
of the 3rd and 4th Brigades, each in his sector, until the relief is A m
pl eted, at which time the command of the front line passes to the
Commanding General, 71st Brigade

irw
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. (h) Reconnaissance parties will be sen~t at once to the new
Sector,

} ± Further details grill be arrangel between comands of unite3
concerned .

4. (a) tA Ft tN"« That now in effect in the sector of the
2nd Dlivision*

(ba) .Adm~initrattve instructions to be iissued later'

5. PC.., 2nd, Divson: moves to SOW-P'Y at £:O PM October

6, 1918, at which~ tim~e it closes at its present locations.

By camand of Major General. Le jeune;

clonel, Genieral Staffs
Chie±'of Staff.:

.1st Brigade ' 1-5 '.

4th Brigade .:.~-.... 5
and F.A Brigade. . 3
Division -engineer - ,a
fivision Surgeon t;
D~iiion Sig Of ficzr -" l
11th French A.C. - :. - -

lt:r.aAry4th American Corps * - 1
File . . s -_ -20

Jwv



HEDQARTERS SECONID.FA BRIGADE
SECOND DIVXSION, ,7th October 1918,

- Annex I. to Field Order No 39
Artillery 1Plan's

1. The 2nd- F.A. Brigade supports 'the attack of the 2nd D±v,

p& F~ield Order, Second Division,-,thi s dater:

2. Miss~ions assigned as follows:

12 F.A O } ta¢ ing "and rollinggibarrages dl 'per ..attached

29th F.A . 4tnding barrages and smoke screens., as per
) attached sketch.

17th F.A. )Special missions, of destruction as per
341st F.A.) attached sketch.

452nd F.A)Neutralization and Interdiction per instructions
) given bar Commanding. General, 12nd F.A. Brigade*

3s Rates of fire'as per table of "Rates of Fire" I n case of
shortage of airzunition, Regimental Commanders are authorized to vary
the rates o>f fire to ensure sufficient reserve for emergency.

4. The attack will be divided into two phases, viz. 1st phase
from line of departure to first objective; 2nd phase, from lot objective
to final objective.

The attack from the first objective towards the final objective
will be launched at X hour. Barrages will beprepared -and attack will be
launched upon order from these Headquarters-

Regimental. brnianders will be prepared to .move one Battalion '

of. 4Wheir regiment- forward upon the. atta~inment 6tf.the first o'bjeotive
Reconnaissance -parties will' te p lied well to the rOnt* behind the
infantry to locate. positions. Movement of Battalions will take place
upon order. from t-hese. Headquarters,

5.Du~ring 6e: attack close. observati.on. from the present CAP; s
towards .the flanks .wil- be maint a ned- -and. Regimental Headquarters-.
Commanders are' authorized to withdraw batteries from the barrage in
order to protect-- our -flanka "f rom f lank counter-attack4 durin the -advance.

6.Day D is October 8th.' Hour H to be announced later. Watches
to be synchronized from these headquarters.

I. Brigade P.C. remains the same.

By command if Brigadier General Bowley,

J. CRH!EA
Colors.., General Staff

Chief' of Staff.

Jpwv



HEDQ ARTERS, 3ECQNPiD:IVI si Oi( REGULAR)
AP, RI CAN, EXP'EDITIONARY FORCES..#

France, 7 October 1918.23:OO0 hrs.

MEMORANDUM: TO ACCOMPANY FIELD -ORDER NO 3

($)S"D" day. .t . M' i0 f. . . .,October 8, .1918.

IH"hour n *, a 5 . * *r s 5:15' hours;

The triropo will be to poaitioti for the- attack at "H"

JOHIN A. ILEJEUNE,
Major.,General, U .B AM .C.

COMMNDING 0

.(b)
hour,

JIwv

minus one (1)



UNCLASSIFI ED

HEADQUARTE3RS SECOND DZVZSION (REoULAR)
AMAEX CAIF I tDMflNR11FORCES,

France 40ct-91&'23 howurs.

110O 401

MAP~S: TANtJRE 1:20,00©0
ATT~NY$ 1:20;00
J UNIVI L~L r120 ,000

1 The enemy, in an attempt 'to protect his wit hds~Wsal rm-the

viciniity ofRHMA$, is resisting .the' advance of..the oI
troops north o f SOIMFMPY.

2 (a} The ,uecand ;division, with the 7lst -Infantry Bx40 la.tache,

atta1cks on11 'l"day at tftt''hour, arid advane in .the diacto- . SACHAULT-

CAtJDRO ,
The 13 rd Division (french) attack e on our right ( east) ; the

7th Division (Freach) inonur 'left ,( we~t)

(b) 'IMITS OF ACTI0$3s -,.. 
.. "

* i;V o Li t o s +f

: Lih arLimi :
Line: he pr'esent right limit 6f the div:ianl"-'the*2Oe thru

. ok bu klmtr .west anld a little su1',h of. SCAY FARMV
r'oad for about 2 ki t tt 55 no±th wbt ,of: -SCAMY AF 2 , co"

ordi fates:26 6 .9-'6 .3-~road fork * co- rdt2 6  ? "

road fork et' lett er ,r fin -the word. "dA0I4AUL T" , rcor ntae

2656za9.,. ,.

Li7 eprsn wt limit of our_ preetfot1 '

thece ligtlywe itof north thru roadforIk 500 yard t

of ST ETfl3INE, eoworditiat s 2 6 3 9
org th

road to cross roads about 2 kilometers south of 0AURV, cO-

ordix ateS 63 4 e26.i0tern outskirts of CAR0.

Re imerrt al ._1 2 s lmt
Rih atRegimeflt atlri

East Limits of Div~ision1 sector.

Roftd abovRe n- i t o

ET~N .ORUEtILr ca, codia'85 E 6 .coordnate,'65 69~
about i kms northeast of T~IN~-cod~t~ 6,5

28 . riradadrodoosg about 2 kilometers outh~ of

2 8M .. M r il o d a d r ad c o snIA UL'D, on S T .. T NM I .4LA !AULT road, r oad ,. c dor d nf ates

64. , 8. AHAJS. tIVAC :LT. C lAURO.Y road', coordinats

264 .6..288.6

JIM
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PARALLEL OF :DEPAR 'SURE:
ST E'T'IENNB-ORFEUIL road, along present .front of Diviwi on «

INTERMEWDIATE OBJECTIVE, .
Line connecting pointon road abot I kilometer aouthweet

of SLAY 'FARM, coordinates ; 267.95-284.2-*-thence along v~ad
in a northwesterly direction to paint 266 ,7-2 84,55--thence t&'
point on road at north and of small woods about 1'kilomneter'
north of ST ETIENNE, co-ordinates; 263.8-2 85.4.,,

OBJECTIVE:
Line: Western edge of woods, co-ordinates; 267,1-284.« 5"--across
roads at point 266.2'-285.9.-P'oint on road at eastern edge of
small woods at 263.45.-287.3,

POSSIBLE OBJECTIVE:
M5a 1AULT (inclusive) .Northwest edge of CAUROYt,

3 (a) INFANTRY.
The attack will be made by the 71st Infantry Brigade, with

its two regiments abreast; each regiment in three (3) lines
one o t bta in ' echline.

During the advance, combat liaison between the regiments
of the 71st Brigade will be prov±d'ed by a -mixed detachment
consisting of one platoon and two(2) machine guns'"f rrnm each
regiment, under the command of an officer to be designated
by the Brigade -Commander.

On the: right of the Division sector, there will be pro-
vided for flank protection and combat liaison with the 73rd
Division (French), the 4th.M.G Bn, and one battalion from the
3rd Infantry 'rigade, to be designated by the Commanding
General of the. brigade. imilar ly, "on the. left, one' battalion
of the 4th Infantry Brigade will be designated by the Brigade
Commander to' protect the left flank and to maintain
combat liaison with the 7th Division (French)

The infantry will stake out icy front lines at 7:30
9:30,12. and 17 hours, and at such other times as they may be called
upon. to do so. 1y rthe division aeroplane.

The 2nd Division (less two (2) battalions infantry, and 4th
I4 G Battal.ion) will constitute the reserve. It' will remain in
its present position at the disposal of the Diviion Commander,

()TANKS:
The 2nd and 3rd Battalions, tankse (French) are

attached to the 71st Infantry -Brigade

(c) ARTLLERY:

The 2nd Field Artillery Brigade, Bri diet~
General, Bowley, Commanding, with attached French Artillery, will
support the attack, (ee Aknex No l .for Artillery Plan).

(d) AVIATION:
The 27th. Aro Squadron assists the division by

reporting progre~ss and locaftIn "of front line, and: by observation
Of artillery fire*

M~j



I i

(o) AEO SATON: 45th Balloon Co, will assist by observation.

(f) ENGINEERS: The 2nd Engineers will continue their present work.

PLNOF LIAISON: Present Ply.' with the foallowing addoe'

(1.) Radio calls assigned to the 71st Brigade:

Damped l\laves.

P.C. 71st Brigade . . . . . C 1 ( one)
P.C. 141st Infantry s . . C 6
a st Bn " " .. , .r s .. 1 "! .C 9
2nd Bn ." . . . . . . D.t13. one)
3rd Bn . . . ... .... f6

P.C. 142nd Infantry . a . D9

2nd Bn . : :.. . ,.N 6

3rd Bn . . . " P 1.

(2) Key 6f co-ordinates No 327 will be used until
further ordexs.

4. Advance dressing and ambulance station at SCHCTAB.NKONIG
Dugouts, One field Hospital at SOMME-PY; Engineer dump at SCHWABENKONIG-
tugouts; sAzl earms anmnunit ion dumps at SOMME ?Y*MlEt)EAll FARM .and SOH-
Wi0ENKOI9IG Dugouts; com~bat wagons, ration carts and rolling kitchens to
proximity of troops

Other administrative details "vill be issued later.

5. PAO'S w-w 2bd Division and of Brigades: NO CHANGIJ
Advance Message Center: At cross roads near SHOVJADENKONIG .

john A. Lejeune,
Major General, U.S.M4..

commanding.

NOTE: Attention. of all men will be called to the fact that the
artillery will use some smoke shells in the barrahe and a smoke
screen about the, eastern edge off ST ETIENNE.

DISTRIBUTION;

Chief of Staff . . *,.15'

2nd FA Brigade. . . . . . .15
3rd Brigade . .. . .15
4th Brigade . 1.. . ..
71st Brigade . . . . . t~ 1
4thMG Bn :; .. 449

73rd Division (French) . . . 3.
21st A.C. (trench) . . .. r 1
lot American Armyr . . s. . 1.

4th American Corps . . . . . 3..

D~ day Oct 8, 1.918
H hour 5:1.5 hours

Jwv



UNCLASSIFIED

" 1ADQUARTER' E sCO . DTVISIONu(m1 aAR)

France* 9 Qober,19 8."16&:0,

N~o, 41.

AWTIG3\Y4/2O,00
JUNIVIE"-1/20 , 000

T. he 36th DiviCi o'n red.i eves the 2d Divisi.on i n.the
BtANC MO1NT ,ec '©r' on the night of 940 :Oct ber "~$

2 , 'The relief begins immediately. after' ,dusk on .the
evening of October ~ and will, be completed'befb'rre 5:00
hour,.cto~r 10.

2,() 36thDivision (less the 71st Infantry Brigade,
1s;Field-'Artillery Brigade, and the, 111th En-gineers) ,

will march fromr their posit oner AVAR in 'at 17:34
hors, Octobr 9, and proceed to' the vic irlity of S0OvIE-
PY; tle 143d infanrtry marchinz by the? ISTE de ] S~;4.
the ter units by the SOUAIN. SOMM1 PY road,

Upon arriving. at SOMv1JVS"PY, they will. be met by
guides from the 2d'3Avision, who will conduct' them to
their positions in the area,, where. they, will reliOee.theL5
2d Division; the 143d4 Infa.ntry going into suppc;t and
reservepositions in the. sector now occupied by the 3d
Brigade; the 144th Infantry to similar positions in the
present dector of the 4th Brigade, Other_ units relieve
corresponding units, 2d Division.

S .,(b) Upon being.,relieved by the 36th Division, the 3d
~and 4th ,Infantry Brigades will' proceed, so as to arrive
before dawn, October 10, to a position south of the

N V R N R I G : t e c t o t e n w a eTe 3 i n a t y B i a e l e F i l g aan 
d H~ e a d q u a r t e r s T r o o p ,, m a r c h b y t h e P I S T E d e s CU I S I N~E S ;

the remainder of the division by the SOMvnhE-PY SOUAPE~
SUPPES road.

The 4th Brigade rill be regrouped in* the zone
StIPES-fA1TIVT-SOM SUIPPES, 'in' Ar i Reserve.; the .2d
Di-vision, (less 4th Brigade' and thoseernents'ieft iA n
the SOiTEaO*Y sector) as ,Reserve ~XI - Crps $ will be re-w
grouped in the zone limited on the w'est ,.by the SOUAINhI
SUIPPES road; on the north by the' SOUA I-P:ERTI-ES road;
on the east!, by the MARrHAtD xroad; on the south,. by
Parallel 265,

(c) The' 2d Division gill leave in the SOMi PY area,
at' the disposal of" the Commianding Genera., 36th Division-,
the 2d Engineers" Regiiient; 2d Field Artillery Brigade,
and certain. sanitary- and supply units and material','
these latter by arrangement between the proper staff



(d) Machine guns pertaining to the 2d' Division', and the
personnel on duty with them,' now in position in front line

and support positions, will remain in place for 24 #ours;
after the relief is. completed,

(e) One staff officer from division headquarters.; one
from each brigade regiment and Battalion; one officer
from each company, and one non.-commissioned ' ef' 6Pt
each platoon, to serve as guides for the incoming organiza-.
tion, will be left in the area for 24 hours by the 2d
Division.

(f) Billeting- parties from organizations, .2d Division,
wil.l proceed to new area, on October J0, under arrangements
made by A.C. of St, G" 3.0

(g) All units, of. the 36th Division entering into the
SOMME.-PY area come under the command ,of the Commanding

General, 2d Division, until the relief is completed,
at which time the command of the sector passes to the
Commanding General,, 36th Division

The command passes at 10:00 AM. October, .19, 1918,

The Commanding General, 2d Division, remains- with' the
Commanding General, 36th Division, until 10:00 AMVI,
October, 11, 1918.

4, Field Trains will march with their organi z Lions "

other administrative details later,

~.The- P.C,,, 2d. Division,- opens at P..C, TAPBES, at^ CAT
M0INTIELTER, at 16-00 A.M. Octbber 10, at which time it
closes at its present location,

P. C, 4th Bri gade,, STIPPFS,

John A, Lejaune,
Major- General, U.S.MC

Commanding,

DISTRI BUET ION:

Chief of Sta'ff ........... ... 20,
2d F.A. Brigade03 ...... o
3d Brigader............i0
4th Brigade.. .......... .15
36.th TDivision .. : . ......... 40,
4th M. G. Bri. ." . ......... . .. ,. .

73d Bivision Frenc h) 1.
7th Division (French) .... 321st A C .. . ,.. . . . ". . . . ... 1.
1st American Army......... 1.
4th American Corps...... .1.
Hiq T ro op *.......,................ ..

1st Fid. Signal. . ,...1.
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2d DIY for

F~nMB~r. 4 -Oct 5th,



re;,,ernbe'_24~,, 918.

Weather' fair.

In compliance with memorandum #128, from 4th A.C., 2nd Divisionm
fD*y to new area, destind for service, under French commando

F . # 32, those Headq rtere issued. Division to' move by rail
e aept motorized servie which proceede by marching.

Entrainiment takes place on. the 25th, 26th, 27th and 28th of
S t~ember. Entrainmient points

VOU COULEUhi3
TOUL
50ikCCOY-sur-.M +. 6
DOMOErMAIN

Duration of journey about 10 hours. 3rd Brigade entrains at
To1;4th Brigade entrains at Domgermain , 2nd F.A. Brigade

entrains at Voucculeurs and Corceywsu.Meuse and the Engineers
entrain at roul.

Annexs Orders, reports and sketches.

8epteber 219168.

Weather ~fair.

Mvovement of 2nd Division by rail 'and motorized units bynmarching
continued.

Annex: Orders, reports and sketches,

Weather $Fair..

M~ovemnentse of 2nd Division continues.
Divi sloe Headqurters established at MAIIhY-sur - iEU L

at 12:Q0 No on .

Annex orders reports and sketches.

to relieve the 61st D.I. (French) in front line near SOMME PY'.
Division passed from army reserve 4th Army (French) to 21st Corps
(French), the 4th Infantry Brigade taking over front line trenchesi

aid the, 3rd Brigade going into reserve south of ridge at NAVAiSIN
Fine and the' 2nd Artillery Brigade going into position to support
these units.



Wea~ther rai~ny/.

Movement of 2nd Division to new area continues.

Annex Orders, reports and sketches.

Seteber 28h 98.

Weather Cloudy.

Movemen~ of 2nd Division to,,new area continues.
On the't fternoon of September 28th the 2nd Division under

order No. 9489/3 from 4th French Army was ordered from the
CHALON MA~hY to the SOUAIN SUIflPES area. In compliance with
tisi order Field Order 33 these Headquarters was issued and
unite were moved to new area by bus during night of September

Annexc Orders, reports end sketdhes.

3eptmb 29 1918.

Weather rainy.

Movement of 2nd Division continues to new area by bus and
marching during the night.

Annex "* Orders, reports =nd oketd-e

SepLtemb,er 3..Othte198

Weather fair.

movement of 2nd Division to new area completed. Division
Headquiarters closes at MA~hY 10.00 a.m. and opens at SUIPES
SOMME ?Y same day and hcour,

Annex.. Orders', reports and sketches.

October let. 1918.

Weather fair.

Complying with orders from 4th French Ar'rpyt, Field Order,34
of these Headquarters was issued and the ,2nd Division prepared



Anex: Orders, reports a nd sketches.

October 2n2191C.

Weather cloudy.,

The 2nd Division is in position in front line near SOM P Y.
Eaquadrille No, 27 (French) was assigned to the 2nd Division and
were very active locating enemy batteieis, machine gun nests,
strong points and general reconnaissance work. Turing the day
many French bombing planes bombed the enemy front line and energy
troop concentrations. EBnemy air activity very limited on account
of French aeroplanes aebollent work in keeping the enemy planep
out- of the air making it impassible, for him to do much in the way
of reconnaissance work. The 2nd Field Artillery brigade very, active
during day, harassing, demolition, counter battery and barrage work.
Enemy artillery laid down several severe barrages a~nd shelled roads
in: both forward and rear areas, causing only small losses to 2nd
Division, The 2nd Division was ordered to attack by the Commanding
General 21st Army Corps (French) and at 23 hours 2nd of October
Field Order. 35 was issued, covering the attacks

Annex Orders, reports, and sketches,#

October 3d1 91..

Weathor fair.

The attack ordered by Field Order 35, 2nd of October was
launched this aam., 2nd Division jumping off on schedule time,
reaching its objective, it consolidated its new position. The.
170th D,.I. (French) on our right pushed up and joined our line,
but the 21st D,I . (French) on our left were unable to take tie
"hook"t in the 'ESSE1 IREB6F and made, little if any advance. Under
instructions from General NAUII, Commanding General 21st Corps
(French), Field Order 36 these Headquarterse was issued and the
advance of the 2nd Division was continued shortly after 14 houxrs
October 3rd. This advance was retarded by severe fire from machine
guin nests and artillery on our flanks. The 4th Brigade assisted the
French on our left in cleaning up the ESSEN TRINCH . A counter-attack
by the enemy later recapturwd'"this trench from the French. During the
night the French by passingon the flanks of the hook in the ES3EN
ThENCH were able' to reestablish their line and drive the enemy from
the hook. Our aerial forces and' artillery continued very ative.
The aerial activity of the-enemy was very limited, but his machine
guns and artillery were quite active. The 2nd Division captured
about 2000 prisoners during the day and made an advance of about
' kilometers.

Annex Orders, reports and sketches.



October 4th1 1918.

Weather fair.

Vnder Field Order No. 37 issued in compliance to orders
3720/3 and 3722/3 from 21st Corps (French), the 2nd Division
attepe to advance, but after making a small gain were held
*up by severe artillery and machine gun :fire on their flanks
both flanks being refused on account of the inability of the
French troops on our right and left to advance. Our aerial
forces and artillery were very active. Energy aerial activity
increased and their artillery, iad machine gun fire quite severe.
The remainder of the day was spent ,n strenithening the position
held by the Division and in perfecting of plans for the reduction
of a strong point and machine gun nest on the west side of

Annex s Orders, reports and sketches.

October 5th. 1918.

Weather cloudy.

In compliance with orders from 21st Corps (Frenc) Field Order
No. 386 these Headquarters was issued end after 30 minutes artillery
preparation the Division continued its advance, the 4th Brigade
advancing behind a barrage captured a strong point on the west
o; BLAND MONT, taking 209 prisoners including 4 officers.
'75 light and heavy machine guns, some trench mortars, a large
quasntitiy of ammuniti on and stores without any loss to the Bri-
gade. The reduction of this strong point enabled the 22nd D"I .
('French)'t& advance its line .to. SP.IPly -a-Ar. E5. Normal
amout of aerial and -artillery activity on our part. Enemy aerial
and artillery activity noirmal. General Goar ,ud, commnding the
4th 'army (French) congratulated the 2nd* Division on their fine
success in their "actions of October 4th.

Annex Orders, reports and sketches.

October 6th. 1918.

Weather clod~dy.

The 2nd Division by a series of local attacks advanced and
strengthened its front all along its line, taking 3~0 prisoners.

Field Order NO. 39 these Headquarters was issued and relief
of the front line elements of the 2nd Division by the 71st Brigade
U.S., began after dark. The relieved unite formed back in the
reserve and support positions. The P.C. of the 2nd Division was
closed at P.C. Wagran and opened at SOMaMEPY. at 22 hours this
date .



Annex Orders, reports -nd sketches.

October 7th. 1918.

Weather rainy.

The 71st Brigade attached to the 2nd Division spent the day ~in
conolidation and improvement of line in preparation for an attack
on 8th of 0ftobe t. Aerial and xti11ery activity normal.

Annexe~ Orders, reports and sketches*

October 8th. 3918.

Weather fair.

In comipliance, with orders No. 3760/3, 3770/3 21st Corps (French)
Field Order No. 40 these Headquarters was issued and the 71st Brigade
(U,s) attached to and eo.pported "by the' 2nd Division attacked. In the
general direction CAtYMOT MACHAULT the succeeded in advancing about
one kilometer when couterattacks by the enemy pushed them back. Durp
trig the early hours 'of the evening the right and left flanks of the
front line were' reinforced by the 2nd Engineers and 4th Machine Gun
Battalion. The wholeof the Division line was subjected to very
severe artillery fire, but maintained its' position.. Enemy aerial
and artillerys tivity very great. Our own air forces very active
and our artillery keeping up almost' a continuous bombardment of the
enemy front lines and rear positions.

Annex Orders, reports and sketches.

Weather Fir,

The Division spent the day in local attacks in order- to improve

and strengthen its positionis. Complying with order No . 3781/3 anid

3793/3 21st Corps (French), Field Order No. 41. these Headquarters
was issued and i ielief of the 2nd Division less the attached,
troops (71st Brigade U.s) anid the 2nd Field Artillery, 2nd Engineers,'
Fifth Machine Gun Battalion and 2nd Anmmunition Train commenced, the
troops being relieved by the 36th Division U .S.

Anniex: Orders, reports and sketches..



Weather fair.

The 2nd Divisiorn less the 2ntL Field1 Artill.ery Brigade, 2nd
.Engineers, 2nd Amunition Train now attached to 36th Division U.S.
and the 5th Machine Gun Battalion nmoved to the SOUAXN SUIPES
area bouded on the north by a line through the FThD WACQUESD ?P.C.
A1ma ori the east, by P.C. SappinrgCrapouillet on 'the south, by
ST. REMY"LA CHEPPE on the west by Camp PIENROT-CAMAP de SUIPES
OUST?. The !?l.vision F Co closed at soi Ai PY 20.O0) a.m., and opened
at Camp MQNTPLIi same date and hour. Command of BLA 'C MONT-

F'M sector passing to commanding general 36th Division sameh~rand date.

Annex s Orde re, reports and sketches*

Weather fair,

The 2nd Division less units. attached to 36th Division and
5th Machine Gun Battalion enrouto to new area.

Annex Orders, reports and sketches.

Weather cloudy.

The Division less units. attached to 36th Division spent the
day in bille~ts resti~ng and policing.

Anrnexc s Orders, reports and sketches.

a ' .ret13t h1918.

Weather rainy.

The Division less units attached to 36th Division spent the day in
billets resting, In compliaince with order 9776/3 4th Army (Frech)
held Order 42 these Headquarters was issued ordering 2nd Division
to proceed by marching to BOUY-.VADENAY-ST. ETIENN~ area.

Annex. Orders, reports and sketches.

Otober 14th 1918.
Weather cloudy.

.ctober, 14t1 1918 '.



The Division lees unite attached to 36th Division proceeded
byi maErching to new area4 Movemrrtt completed during the evening:
t~ this day..

Annex S Orders, reports and sketchaes.e

otbe85j 8.

Wea3ther Cloudy.

This Divjieion spent the day in billets end policing.

Annex: Orders, reports and sketches.

October 16th, 1918.

Weacther rainy.,

The Division spent the da~y in- ra~ining.

Annex: Orders, reports and sketches..

Wea.ther reiny.

The 4ivision spent the da~y in tra~inn

Annex « Orders, reports, and. sketches.

--------------------------w~d...s

Octoer 18th1918"1

Weather futr.

The Division spent the day in trainring.

Annex : Orders, reports and sketchoe .

October 1th. 19l18

Weather rainy.

Pursuant to order No.' 133/3 4th Army (French) Field Order
No. 43 these Headquarters owa' issued and the 4th Brigade with
heceseaty Signal and Medical personnel were detached to the 9t*



Army Corps (French) and were ordered to move on October 20th to the-
SUIIFS where further orders would be given them by the 9th Army
Corps (French). Three batteries of the 17th Field Artillery attached
to the 36th Divisioni U.S,. were detached to a regiment of French
artillery.

Adiira1 Mayo and Staff of the U.S. Navy visited Headquarters
2nd Division this day.

Annex Z Orders, reports and eketchet3.

October 20th 1918.

Weather rainy.

The 2nd.Division leas units detached to the 36th Division U .B.
and the 9th Army Corps (French) spent the day in billets reetini.

Annex IOrders,, reports rand sketches:

Getobe 3a 918.

Weather fair.

The 2nd Division less units detached to the 36th Division
S. S . and the 9th Army Corps (French) spent the day in training.

Annex: Orders, reports anid sketches.

Octa e 22nd 16

Weather cloudy.

In compliance with order from 4th French Army the 2nd Di-.
vision was relieved from duty un~der this commend and -placed -under
orders of the 16t 1isrican Arrmy. Field. Order 'No~ 44.was issued and
th~e Divisioni less detached' unite proceeded by' marching to the
}FONT AUVE area. The Diviion P*.C. closed at Thie VADENAY 5.00
p rmi October 22nd and opened, the sane hour and date at U&PON.
In compliance to Order No. 209/3 4th Army (French) Jield Order No.
45 these Headquarters was issued directing the movemnent of .the
infantry Brigade to be located at L4A CLAON. The 1G.C. of the 2nd
Division remains in place,

Annex . Orders, reports and sketces.

October 23rd. 1918.

Weather fair.

The 3rd Infantry Brigade enroute to the LES IStETTES ares;.
In compliance with -orders from ftet Army U.,~ the 4th Brigae
moved from the SUIPPES area to the VALMY area. 'emo ndum fromr
First Army U.$e. received inetrt*#tixrg -the 2nd Division loes the



unite attached to. 36th Division U.S. to prepare for movement
to new area,

Annex, ; Orders, reports and sketches,

Oc tober 2$tL 1918 .

Weather cloudy.

Pu.rsuant to. Special Order 480 First Army U.S. dated Oct$.
23rd, 1918, the 2nd Division was ordered to mov to t'e LES
XSLETTES area, on'-the 24th and 25th of October, 1918." In
compliance with. above' order Iield Order '46 these Headquarters
wad issued directi.ng the movement of the Division less the the
detached units by bus and marching to the new areaA Movemeutb
to -commence at 6b30 hours 25th :Qf October.

Annex: Orders, reports and sketc~esi,

October 2th 6hf~

Weather cloudy.

In compliance with Field Order No. 46 these Headquarters,
the 2nd -Division lees detached units (and the 3rd Brigade already
in now area) -moved to the LE.S ISLETTfS area. The followi.ng
units being in position in the LES ISLE'TE$ area at G hours October
25th" at Division Hleadquarters % :Headquarters Troop, ompany A
Miitary Police, 8ieeond Supply Traiin iees detached



31..

*HEADQUARTERS TN IR S BRIGADE' SCOND DIVISION.#
AD ER. E. F . October 13th, 1918.

From: Commanding. General , 3rd Brigade.

To; Commanding General, 2nd. Divisi on.

Sub ject:." Report of Operations October 1-8th, 191.8

1. Movements Prior :to the Attack.

On the 28th. of September the movement of this Brigade
f rom. TOUL to the. area immediately south of CHALONS was completed.

Onight of September 28-29th orders were received by telephone
directing the a'imal drawn transportation tif the brigade to prow
ceed 'to the :vicinity of SUIPPES; later _written orders :directed
the movement of: the remainder. of the Brigade by. bu~' lring
the night of rr29-30th .September to camps situate4 from .two to
four kilometers south of SUIPPES. This .move was made as ordered;
Brigade H~eadquaters moved .to SUIPPFS at 10:00 A.M. September
30th. On 1st October the rBrigade was ordered to .move to the
reverse slope of NLVARIN Y. Ridge, preeiaratory to. movement
to attack-position, by Field Order 34,, 2nd Divisiozt. This.
posit ion was5 held during the night: 1-2nd October an the. day of
2nd Oct ob er...

26 Forming up for the Attack.

The Plan df .Attack as given by verbal instructions during
forenoon 2nd October contemplated the attack by the 4th Brigade, with
this Brigade in support. -Field Orders 35, 2nd Division,. 2nd October
'18,' changed this plan and directed. this.Brigade to. attack in the
sector as shown by att9.ched map. The movement tothis new sector:
was made during the night 2-3rd October, A staff: officer of the
170th French Division promised 'that guides would meet troops. at
BOI S de MOINEAU and at CLARIFRE des ALILEES at 6:30 P.M. 2nd October
These guides did. not appear and troops were forced to spend most
of. the night 'in the search for the Jumping-off trenches. At "H"
hour. minus 45 minutes only six companies, had arrives; at " H" hour a.11
were approximately. in position.

.3 e The 1st Attack on October 3rd.

The morni~ng a tack on '3rd October' was made in accordan.ce
with F .O. 35, 2nd Division and F.O. #37, Hq 3rd Brigade. The' line of
departure marked "B" on attached map as given by orders was found
t o be held by the enemy and troops were forced to form up on line
marked "A"' extending northeast on 2 kilometers from a_ point about
2 kilometers northeast of SOMM1 PY, 9th Infantry iir0smleading, 23rd
Infantry in support. "H' hour was 5:50 A.M. The barrage went down
promptly and the troops went over in good shape. Heavy resistance,
both artillery and machine gun, was encountered and overcome, The
tanks rendered some service in reducing machine gun nestsi for the
most pain they were behind the leading battalion.
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The first objective, marked "D" was taken at' 8:38
A.M. This includes strong points PYLONE and MEDEAH FME, Outposts
were immediately pushed forward' about l kilometer' to the front.
Tanks entered MEDEAH FIB.. French came upc~en the right and
marines on left . At 10115 P .M.. one 13n. of~ the 23rd Infantry was
placed at disposal of Major Barker,,5th Marines, to resist an
exrected counter-attack. 'This attack did not develop and-.the
Battalion was returned, to the '23r'd Znfantry, The position along
the line:" " was held. by the 9th Infantry, until 4i00 p4m". 3rd
October. P4C. 3rd; Bri.gade was moved to,268.6.2.80.7 at 10:40 p.m.
and was- not changed again until'' the relief of the Division~j

4. SeodAtc on' 3rd October.

This attack was made in the afternoon of the 1ot
Day, in compliance with Field Or~der 36, 2nd' Division, The advance
was made by 23rd Infantry, which passed thru, the 9th Infantry on
the let objective. "H" hour was at 4:00 p.m.. The attack prog-
ressed ,as. far as the Blue Line 'F" where it was held up due to
the- failure of the Fr ench Division on our. right t o advance; t hi s
exposed my right ,,flank to heavymachine gun fire and necessitated
throwing intwo battalions of the 9th'Infantry to protect that
flank.' In additioni the Marine' Brigade was held ,up at about
yellow line "FT necessitating the refusal of' the left flank of
the 23rd Infantry. I issued, an order to C .O. 23rd Infantry
directing that the high ground south of ST, E~rENNE be. occupied in
-case the Marinjs: did not come -up. This ground was 'izn the Marine
'sector, but must be held' to -protect my left flank. it was occ-
upi ed and held by the 23rd Infantry. At 8:55, nth October,
one. Company of the ' 5th Marines ,came' up on the left connecting
with' 23rd Infantry reserve Bn. As shown above- the Brigade 'front
on the night of 3 4th October was about '5j kilometers, long,
in a position exposed to hostile fire on the front and both
flanks. At, 3:2.2 a-.m. 4th October, Major Barker, lst Battalion,
5th Marines, requested our aid in case of' a counter attack from
the west* This aid was promnised..,.

5. rtions .on 5/.6 October.

In compliance wit h F 90 27,;2nd Divisioxi, the 23rd
'Infantry, support'ed by :9th Inf antry;' attacked in the direction of
MACHAULT, at 2 :303p.rn.' The attack started promptly on the hour.
The .French on .our right'; jumped . ,off at the, same hour, advanced
300 yards and fell back'; the Mvarin e Bri gade,,'on our left ,did not
advance, this being explained by the statemnent of the. 0.0.-5th

.Marines that he was' under the impression that "~H" hour would
never be given. Thefact .that' troops on my right and left remained
in position, made a further-advance by'this. Brigade impossible; all
available troops for covering flanks had, previously been used up,
and it was not deemeddpracticable to further expose this command
to counter-attack from three sides.. AC soon as conditions were
known, Colonel Stone,, 23rd Infantry, was ordered to discontinue
the advance and fall back to-his line_ of departure; this Order
was misinterpreted by him to mean,' that. he should fall back to the
+"D"'linie,: and abackward movomont, was b'egun.
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The' misunderstandinig was soon cleared up and troops of the 2 rrd Infantry
were stopped on the approximate line held by them a few hours earlier,
the "F" line. Orders were received from 2nd Division during the night
to clear the 23rd Infantry out of the Marine sector" so that the 6th
Marines could take over proper sector. Part of the 23rd Infantry was
moved, but due to the fact that the 6th Marines were late oming up,
there was some infiltration by the enemy Heavy flanking machine guns
fire resulted and it was necessary to move the lines forward on the
morning of the 6th to clear out the woods in my front and in the front
of the 6th Marines., This was done at 6:30 A.M. by 23rd Infantry and
6th Marines, after hard fighting. At the end of this operation the
lines held were that part of the "F" line in the Marine sector and the
"K" line in the 3rd Brigade sector. The French advanced to the yellow
"N" line at 2:00 p m. At about this time orders from 2nd Division
Ueadquarter'w directed that the 3rd Brigade withdraw all troops
from Marine- sector. This was done and the final Thtsd Brigade line
of the day is shown by the I'M" line and the "V' Tine.

6. Relief by 1st Brigade

On night of October 6/7, the 141st Infantry was pvt in position
in the sector of the 3rd Brigade, with one Battalion in front line,
one battalion in support, and -one .battalion in reserve. To accomplish

:this-, and to. give. stability to the line,, the 23rd Infantry ,was with-
drawn to vicinity of PYLONE and-the Battalions of the 141st Infantry were
placed alongside the corresponding Battalions of the 9th Infantry.
This poosition was held during the 'day. October 7th and the night of
October 7/8th. An. attack was ordered for the morning 'of October 8th,
the attack to be made by the .141st Infantry passing thru the 3rd
Brigade. One battalion 9th Infantry waasassigned the duty of keeping
liaison between the Firench on our right and the 141st Infantry. This
battalion did excellent work when the French failed to advance at "H"
hour . Two companies of 4th Machine nun Battalion and I Battalion Engineers,
took over that part of the line held by 9th Infantry during the afternoon
of 8th October and the 9th was then regrouped on the lst objective in
reserve. During the night of 8/9th October two battalions, of the 23rd
were ordered backto .a support position on, the "K" line, which position
they held until relieved on the night of 9th/lOth October.

The relief og the Bri gade by the 143d Infantry wasw made on the
night. of 9/1Oth.October and the troopswere'. taken back to the viciniity
of VA VARIN FOIE. Duting the day of October 1.0th they were marched to
billets about 4. kilometers Northeast of SUIPES.

7. Count er.attacks.

Three counter-attacks were reported, one on the afternoon of 3rd
October, one on the afternoon of the 5th October and one, -the
most serious- on the late afternoon of ty 9th October. All were
repulsed. The last was broken up due to the very good work of the
Liaison Battalion of the 9th Infantry operating with the 71st
Brigade; the attack was caught in flank fire and counter-attack from this
Battalion and stopped; it resulted in heavy losses to the enemy.
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Besides the counter -attacks mentioned, above, many attempt 9 at
infiltration were made, amounting to. small scale counter-attacks.
The .enemy' was aggressi~ve and ~rear vigil~aice was. necessary to pre-
vent his machine gunners in small groups -from penietrating our lines.

8. iselaneous.

The Brigade vent' into the. attack with approximately 5500 .men and
160 officers. Capualt Xes reported to date are as follows. :

Officerslisted men

Killed. 2.1292
Wounded 69' 1587-
Missing _____. 4

otl95 2324.

Captures. as follo*s: 1410 .prisoner , 17 guns, 13.3" trench
miortars .4,$" Trench' Mortars and about 200 mach}ine guns coord-
inates show~ng' locations of guns mentioned above have been, sent
to .2nd Divisiofl.

The captur'es above?'With .2600 prisoners and 3Z guxns taken
at VIERZY on, July l8th, rand Ithe 3000 prisoners:.-and; 92: gu~ns taken
at TH-IAUCOJRT on ],2th Se'ptember' make a total for this Brigade
since' July .15Th of' 7010 prisioners a.nd 154 guns (311, or larger).

AR I L R*The 15th Field °Artillery, supporting this Brigade, did ex-
cellent work. 'Close liaison was, established and maintained and
Infantry 'and artillery worked well together. The 'artillery.
supporting the Marine Br igad e sect or did not 'do sati sf act ory
work, The Twenty-third Infantry was fired into byr iiendly art-
illery on six dif,f erent ovca'sions' causing' casualties' estimated
at 100. The,l'ine 'held by this' Brigade was known to the artillery
in "spite of this fact eoff ort's to. stop f ire falling as' far short
as Regimental Headquarter-s 23rd Infantry, 1 kilometer in rear of
front line, were without results. This.'short fire continued
at intervals for 36 hours after Artillery Brigade Headquarters
had been notibfied of it. Noe short fire is attributed to 15th
Field- Artillery~

LI'A0.O

Due' to. rapid mnovement' of troops the late hour at which
they'-could be formed up forattack end the' lack of time' for
proper reconnaissance,) the initial installation of. mechanical
liaison was late. However, once' established it was maintained
in an excellent manner. Telephone lines from these headquarters
were cut 22 times during one night by shell fire, but commun-
ication was never lost for longer than 30 minutes with either
regiments of division. Liaison with the Marine Brigade was
established but was valueless due to the distance t6 the P'.C.
Marine Brigade, near NAVARIN FME. It was found to be more
satisfactory to maintain liaison with the leading Marine reg-
iment whose P.C. was practically as far advanced as was this
Brigade P.C.
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Liaison with the 15th Artillery was. thoroughly sttisfactory .
The lisison officer attached to these headquarters rendered

excellent service. It is not believed that closer sooperation

between Infantry and Artillery could have been obtained.

ENGINEERS

The Battalion Engineers attached to this Brigade on 9th
October relieved at Battalion of 9th Infantry in liaison between

french and our 71st Brigade. They hold this line in the face of
heavy machine gun and artillery fire. Their work was satisfactory.

AEROPLANES.

At no time during the recent operations did the enemy

have air superiority. Our planes were always put and kept the

enemy planes away. This prevented the enemy from bombing our

infantry and shooting them up with machine guns.

TANKS

Tanks reported on time and jumped off with the infantry.

They kept well up and it is believed that they were of some

real value in cleaning up machine gun nests during the advance

on the first day. It is believed that better results can be

obtained by assigfining American tanks to work with American In-

fantry; otherwise there is likely to exist a look of understanding
and cooperation, d .e'to difference in language and temperment.

SUPPLY*

It is not believed that food dumps were established as far

forward as they should have been. Food and water were supplied to
troops but in most cases the haul was long and entailed a severe

tax on animals and men. Closer food dumps would have guaranteed a
surer and prompter supplr. Difficulty was experienved in many

cases by Supply Officers in locating tf5oops and getting food to
them. This is a problem that each Supply Officer should work out

with his Battalion Commander; proper, guides should be arranged
for and'close' liaison. should always be maintained by a Battalion

Supply Officer and his Battalion Commander,

H . E. ELY,

Brigadier General,

Commanding.
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MESSAGES, SENT AND RECEIVED, OCTOBET7 1st, 1918,

Hour.

20 ,li0 to C . G. 2nd Div. 3rd brig. Hdq. now' located at point
near NAVARIN PFME. 50 yards E of main SOUJAIN"SOMME -?'Y ROAD,
come to south end of dorduroy road then turn right to dugout.
Guide will be found at.. south end of corduroy road,.

ELY.

October 2nd, 118.
4:25P, to C.G. 2nd Div. Correction in Operation Memo 3rd Brigade
No 20 giving P .C's as follows :

Change 1st 1.C, to read 270.5.278.8. Will be established
there at 7:00 p mi unless we ret ive further orders, Will take
H hour as 6:30 a mr. 3rd Oct. Please notify us if any change
in your advance P .C. fron4 7910.

Ely-Brig, Gen'l.

*40#5P. to C 0 5th M G 1n. Your liaison officer was directed
at 8:00 a m to tell you to move your P .C, forward. The,-C G
directs that never under any circumstances hereafter will your
headquarters be in rear of his P C't 3rd Brigi motes to 270.-5-
278-8 at 5:00 p m. Your companxies~ will remain with bps . on
8-.30 P.M.* -Arrived at P C. in trenches north of. Somine-Py 4

October 3r,'18

0.15 To C of d. 2nd Div. Am sending officer as requested by
Lt. Livingston by telephone from 170th Div, Request that these
Headquarters be furnished with a liaison officer with. necessary
runners from Div. Hdq. 'None available herei. Request signal
officer send. out. two telephones. Request of ficer coming for
orders be giofen tktansportation as far as' SommeaPy as, ,other-
wise it will be physically impossible to transmnit inIfrmation
in your orders to my regiments before Hi hour t Total round trip
distance is between 12 and 15 miles. much of which .is thru
trenches. Will -carry out attack as planner unless, other, orders.
received. You can reach. me by telephone thru P .C. Smidt (it
Livingston) or. thru 170th -Div, (174th Reg~lst BA)- where my
P .C. is located (Same as shown in O. Memo 20)

Ely-O otndg,

3:20 To C 9th Inf ""H" hour 5:50 A M artillery preparation begins
5:45 A .MI. Ely-Comd g.
3:07 To C of S. Units in' place as follows : 2. bns 9th in
communication with other bn, 9th -not in coxm nication with 23rd
Guides did, not report, at points giiven by'nStaff Officer of 110th
French Div. ,.py-Brig. Genl
5: 10 To C.G. 2nd Div. Jumped off at N ho~r. Progressing well and
troops reaching objective. ,Prisoners coming in. Casualties slight,
but cannot tell percentage. Objective believed to be taken.

- Ely-Comdg.
5:15 To Snowi The Brig. Comdr. dLrects that you have al.l available
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officers o out in search of the remainder' of. your command and report
to him at once any elements found. Sink 7.
7:70 .From' Myers to Sink 1 (in code) report when thirdbrigade attacks
how, progressing.
7:50 From Myers to Sink I (in code) report situation of your tanks,
8.115 Notified Dive moving to P.¢C. 3 and will return 1st P.C. at
noon.
8:.30 To Reg;t Hq 4 9th Inf from Capt. A. A. Platnies -Objective
taken at 8:30 a.
8:40 T0 3rd Brig, from R .0. 9th Inf .9th held up slightly by barrage
one half -kilometer, to south of Medeah Farina. At present one Co. is
advancing in flanking movement to west of Farm and barrage has
practically ceased.

MESSAGES SENT AND RECEIVED (& INCIDENTS)

0C BER r '1 ^

8.9Am To S-.nk 1 'in code) report of your stations Myers.
9 15 AM. First Bn put in line by French last night reached
objective at 8-30 aam. 2nd and 3rd Bns in support and reserve.
What orders? MacNi der .
9-50'Am to CG, 2nd Div. Reached objectivre at 8-30 a.m.' Am con-
solidating using 9th ITnf, for that purpose. The 23rd Inf is;.pushing
one bn. forward foqr kilometer to estable} A m .k±ine-not post .
We can mov-e f orward x Csualties estima~ted 2'o 'Pdsoners estimated
atlOQO or more. M1e ssage sent to.,P .C. 1.w11 reach me.,17y
}-GS Am. To 0.0. 9th Inf-Consolidate the obLjective. organizing in
depth; objective will be in. line of resistance, 23rd Inf will be
ordered to push 1 bn thru you, to distan~ce of one kilometer to form
outpost.Ely.
10:15 A To Sink 1 -Give location of P.C. -Surprise.
10:25 A 5th & 6th Marines on left of 9th Inf claim counter-attack
is threatened tn their left, fl l k. They have no support. Major
Barker asks. for one bnl have detailed 2nd bn. to* report to him. Stone.
1l:OOA T0 Gdf th If u: ",11 Cba.k it ?sCJ nti l further orders. Give
coordinates y'cu F?~ Rc'ueet 'caslatie s and prisoner :. Ammunition
dump at lvIK E
11:40-A To C.C. 3d. K~~0rganl zed in d~pth, digg~Ang in. h~ostile
planes at lwa t4& King artillery fire aecuratelyh fhole
regimient t ogether Went over "tge-1her , I, need water , ammunition and
our kitchen-S. Have no trap ortat~cn here for liaison. MacNider.
11:55A To Coo. 23d .- The attack lr~bla-b Iy be pushed your regit, will
pass thru° the 91.h when we move f o:" w' d . Push out s .treng patrols
toward ST'. ENTIENNE to see. if bo-she is 'pulling .back. Reorganize
your bns. and prepare. for the move forwards Details as soon as
known. Small A. A, dump SOMDME-PY. Ely
1:20CPm -WVe are being heavily sht-dleta-iri front .ine e -lst Bn
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1:20Pm.,-Surprise 1 desires conference you at P C} Sister as. early
as possible. *inswe.r ivin~ hour. SSister is ;moping up in'rea
passed over by your troop: and sist ere. You will assist this with
two companies. Surprise 7.
1- 25Pm. e are being heavily shelled. in front lines let bn requests
count er-sbattery-work. Have liaison. With mariiled. who reached .ob-
jective ;immediately on our left, with us. Whole area being heavily
shell,. Unable to get .dat a on prisoners. Regt'l1 Surgeon estimates
20? .casualties. Stu~art.
2:10 Pm. Temporary P.C. at; this point. (268.45-x280.8) Can receive
orders There .#tho: can't locate Co. St uart at present ,ime,;iioJ;ding
ob .ective with: 1st. Bn. as reported, 2nd in. support,-.3rd in reserve.
'Signed) MacNider,
2:05 PM No prisoners reported. Estimate- casualties at 150. Stone.
2-10 pm Received message from Division to attack at 4:00 p..m.
2-3Opm to 0 .0.. 9th Inf. Attack resumed at 5:00 p.m. 23rd will pass thruu
you and lead. You will follow until your bns..in ' olumn,. Direction
of attack " St . Etienne ridge.. 1 km south of St . Etienne Will 'be'
held and consolidated byr23rd.. You will dig in .behind them. Notify
tanks to get with Store,and Support him' You will follow. P C. 3rd
Brig ., wil1.1 join your P C . a t 5: 00 P .M .... Ely.

2-.34 I'm..xrtillery :Liaison O'fficer sent :message to:15th-Art. that
Sink would..attack at :4:00 P.M.; and .requested 'rolling barrage, pounding
St .. Etienne and 500 meters beyon.
3 -OOPm. To same.B ags~iftorrx.ttack, will -start :to move f1orward at 4:05
p.m. after ive :iinutes prpration -Barrage- will start. from place it
last. stopped this A.146.. in front of' exploitat ion: line .300 meters in
front of objective. Barrage ,wiil advance 500 met ers beyond ST ETIENNE
remain there until taken, Advance rate. 4 minutes~ 100 ,mterw. sink 7,
6-10 Verbal. n essage.by Col, Arnold 'received. Attack started :.605 Pm.

Stone.
7415 Pm .Attained objective 7-10 pm Have consolidated .Sketches
and details by daylight. Losses moderate, largely 'from W' flizfe St.
Etienine reconnoitered. Bosohe strong' entrenched on south side of
village. Requests .anun.. s..a. stokes, chastchotf hand ad. V B grenades.
No water here. Request that artilleryJAaison -officer be furn~ished copy
of this message. My. men, had only reserve nations today. Must have food
for tomorrow.,.

STONE.

8-00 pm. To .Same. 1, There 'is ,a possibility of a counter attack
tonight fromi our. left. front',

Regt Comndts. will make proper: plans for
meeting such an attack

The 23rd mT will be charted: 'with pro-
tection oif',our Fronts.

T e9th If will be'prepared to reinfo "cs
front, throw a bn, or two bits. to "left to -protect left flank: or
to counter-attack.: These hdqrs--will bet at once noti i-ed;of, any
attack. P P.C. 3rd Brig. 86.05 near".9th Inf . P.60. on hill 208.

Ely- orndg.
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8-30 pm "ram Col' Mit chell to C ?'. 3rd Br 7 Two engineer wagons of tool:
containing,300 picks. 60o shovels and 52 axes have bstar ted for 'S0MVfl -
PY for you. Traffic is jsannes arid they may be slow in arriving. Toole3
will be unloaded at north end of .bridge near eohurch in SOMME-?y. You
must send for t ools as engia~rehave no men t6 bring them to you. Same
number were sent to same 'place' this P.M, for Marines., (Sgd) Mitchell.

10-50 Pm'. To Same 1. Your message 7:15 F .K. just received. Small arm
armima4Mion dump for your regt. established near here now. ,Designate
location and can have arm~nition 'sent further, forward to you~ in
morning. 'Somge ration car'ts of- yours have passed herebdon't know where
they went '-will try to get them rounded up in daylight. Somne water
carts here now. Advise exact location.

Sink 7.

OCTOBER .4th, 1918.

3-22 am. YWe are, expecti a.' 'stroni attach by a fr'esh 'Bosche Dn'.v-
ision this 'morning between 4:00 arm, and daybreak. Our left
flank is badly exposed and we- would appreciate any help~ you
could give as there. Our ;left flank (And Bln) is approximately
at 265.8-280.7 but expects to -fall back to the trenches directly
south of this point. We fear an attack in an easterly directioni
south of the trenches where our left now lies. Would you help our
left if- the attack develops by taking up a position along the
road running north and south (ap) at 266.4-280..0 from this
point to the south along this road, (Eron .A.Barker, Major
o omd' q let Bn, 6th M rine$)' ( Sent to C .0. 9th -In f
6-34A -Heavy enemy: artillery firye- on mytfront since 5:00 o'clock
Enemy counter-attack opening from direction of ST, ETI ENN . Amm.
unition badly .needed. Nothing serious, yet. We have p uatically
no pyrotechnics. Stone- Col.
7-15 A. No counter attack during night. We are on objective
and patrolling to front." St . Et ienne strongly held. Newattack
order received. Will D~ivision move up today? Entirely too far
now to mai stain effective liaison with yott WAGRAM therefore req-
uest -*ou' establish advance center at SOMYS-PY or further
forward. One bn 9th reports 50%losses. Not beli~eved to be above
20ca in other bns. How many prisoners did we get We need counter-
battery work. Heavy shelling on us. ,AlI night ari1 morning Conditions
in general-satisfactory. Ely-Coming. (To= C.G. 2nd Div)0
7-50 am. C interpatijack on our. left broken up by our fire. Everything
all right* Great amount of machine gun fire from distant nests
in -left and right. rear. Losses moderate. Stone -Colonel.
8-55 amr. One company marines nor on our left. Others moving up.
I am now' correcting my line extending right. No furthe*' enemy
activity except- artillery from left. We have no doctors with the
regiment. They were taken yesterday- for aid station of Division.

Stone " Colonel,
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OCT4i3V1 4th'l 8,

*~5 r. To yonn left generally along the line, f rom Dint Blanc
to' direction ST. E'flENE ther~e is the 170th Div, French, From
Mont Blanc it hao~e; 9-nts o ,oufor protection. I am going
to kith Regt _Hdqr which i's about .4 kilornet-'rs from my present
position (sgd) Martin (To C .G. 3rd Brig}

9.30 Am. T1O Same 1 .- nk 1, directs that you pull, over' and 'get into-
sector you are supposed to occupy, so as to be where you. belong .when
next attack 'starts. Your map showed your front extending to wet
of wood to ST. ETIENNE and not far enough to east.t'heck up and
report -Sink 7-

9"40 Am. To C .G. 2nd Div. Counter attack on* our left broken up at 7"50
am M G fire from left rear and rightt rear. Are marines ups
We ar'e on objective and occupy it to our .left, holding about 2/3
of Division -Sector. Left south of St. Etienne. Practically all of
9th in line protecting right and right- rear , Line as follows:
23rd Inf . (264.0.283.0) to (265.0.283 .4) to 2'66.0.-283.0) 9th
protecting right front and right from- 266.0-283,0 thence two kilo-
meters -t'o {267.7 .282.7) thence south to(268,.8-282.0 ).
A plot of 'above .line will show large front we are forced to hold
counter-attack' on our right holdigwell; Me s,.sage from Stone says
one cynpany marine's came u.ip 8:55 am and others moving up.
There,.is o doctor with 23rd lnf,.Ail being taken. by Division
yesterday for~ rear, aid' stations. Send up' more ammunition by truck.

Elay.,
9 "40 am. From Hq. let l'ii 9th 'ln f. Shelling anid gas 'seriously hinderinglot bn. Cannot be counted on' for*at: r. *

P1latnes -Ives-Ad jt.

1O: bona- Sketch shows *correct ed: position. Are an -our objective.
Have received no watery food -or, ammunition yret 'Am making all
possible of fort to get same and ammunition is reported- on the way.
Five runner~s o their way.' Regtl . Signal 'officer ordered to report
to you. Have liaison with 'marines on left -no liaison on right."

Stone-Colonel.

10:15 am. Small arms ammunition will be placed'-or had been p1laced
at .$OMME-PY. (Sgdj Surprise 3 "
4:00 pi -To, Surprise l1rno timte) .5th m'rarine s reported falling back
Roche making heavy a tack on their flank Oulr ri ht flank 'being shelled.
We carry out F. 0 . 3 7. Sink 1.,.

70015, am. To First Aid station. Both 23rd & 9th hId heavy losses today
anid need litter bearers, and "ambulances. Can you get your ambulances.
c1oser to them if you have extra ambulances'; They-need them badly.
Even a' station on the MEDF H FME4'IONT' BLANC line would be nearer them.

" -. .El.y per Eall,
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12 Noon -To name. If you are short pyrotechnic's senpd for them at
once, I ' they' have not arrived at dump near their P.C. by time you
send for them, dump is at SOtMiMEPY. Push.reorgaatization for attack
so same mcan be carried out on short, notice. Sink .7.

1:07 pm. To C.4. 23rd In f' The C~ , 3rd Brigs directs .that you
detail 1/2 platoon to combine with 1/2 platoon xzarined to act as
liaison croup. Keep connection with 4 th Brigade. Shovels etc.
SOMME6-P t. Ely.
2:40pm,. To, surprise- 1. Same repor'ts. strong attack from left on flank
We carry out 3$0 Sink 1.

4.40 pm.. TO C.G. 3d: Brig. Have withdrawn to defensive position.
A m holdig and di Tin in. -All r';ht but can not advance with
the severe m.rg fire f~romi r flank. This m 'gwas diredted equally
against A, B3 and C Bn s 4 Conies from sector on rigft . Apparently B3ache
have filtered in torn sector where',French' attack was reported. Have
not gained liaison with Marines. Major, of "'A" Battalion led off
without contact with Stone and in diso'bed'ience 'of, orders. Losses about
7~ Officers and boo men' Request orders, Will hold till 'I head. Need
litter bearers.._

Stone-Coh:

4wQ0PM. To a lst :in, 15th F.. CC to CO0 15th F 3rd
encouintered extremely heavy resistance and: suffered heavy losses
anid were 'unable to advance but a very short. distance beyond
jumping off point,. Give us. a heavy and, continruous fire% on the
starting point of -our barrage 4 Our front is the 'right half of
t'irb?aeititaoingufurnished by IBrig, Hdqrs. Use more than your
bn. if po sible. (Sgd) Palmer,

6:15 pm.: To C.O. 3rd Brig. Line indicated on 'may in red 23rd and
9th. Marines west' of our. notbhern, extremities. Am suf forcing
some losses from heavy artillery lire. and continued M G fire.
Wil .fall back, to old po'ction starting at 7'.00 '. ould not
resit attack Of any strength in present position~ Barrage
has been requested by arty liaison officer. Stone -Colonel.

63pz.Your message of. 5:35 P .M. -e'd2 fte order for withdrawsal
was given, 9thlInf and marines have' been Potified.

StoneNCO lonel.

4.-50 am. 1st Bn. 9th to .''. 9th 1 nf.lst IBn. shorto ammunition,.
t0her .2 brie received all. of it. (2 and 3rd) last night, our
casualt es are now nearer 5O0 percent. This for your inf ormation.
Csaptain A.A. Plaines -1Lt. Ies 'ad it.

15.5.'am, Friendly artillery giring directly into us. 155's are
doing great harm..10 casualties already. Green and red rockets,
have no effect. They are niot observed.

Stone -CoJlonel.
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9'-2C am. Our' left, elements reports objectives obtained after hard
fighting and severe losses. Right element has not attained object
ive. but, rreports progresp'i;,Left element in liaison with marines.
Ten companies. now engaged'. te'-oInl

9:30 Am ,.Your message regarding advance just received. Present
,position of line. let bni. on objective east and west road 283,4,
This is left, element.,;Then digit , on. Right element exact locality,
caxit be made. out :from reports 9 but is slightly in rear of left.

stone~colonei.

10 am, From C.0. 6th Marines to 0. 4th~'Br .g+ '6tbject: :report of
operations oard present .,position,..1, Inclosed herewith sketch of

eit~iaa oimt'positio~n of 'the 23rd 'M fpiree hn1
If.on our right and tho' 22nd Div. I Frnch o'n our left, with"

*both' of which organiations we are j.liaison.; the latter around
our left rear prom the fact, that the enemy ocdcupv the eaestert
portions of the town. 2 .Our operations ag inst the 'enemy in our
hfoighly erM.0#,nstbe aat 6 3 a.m.on time, andhave been

hihysuccessful.: Our objecti*v'aS been attainedf, consolidated;
and strengthened with outposts to the front , The number of guns 'and
prisoners taken will be communicated later. Casualties in the 3rd
hn. which so successfully executed this attack amount, to approxi-
mately tO percent. 3. Two days in succession this splendid
battalion has demonstrated its -thorough efficiency in dealing with

10:40am, Have directed 3rd Bn 9th to support and prot ect my right
flank. My let. and,2znd~ns . are now n the line indicated on map.;
east- and, west road 283 .3 . They ,are consolidating 'and are in *o ch
with Mrines: Do not know exact extent of line. Have entIfor' s me.

Tho co, sof3rd I3n have been ; ent toreinforce lit Bn. who
suf f.ered. heavily.. OtherF2. Coto of 3'd .1n. total strength1.00 menu
are held at P .C: Telpphoned , at sonithis morning about litter' bearers
and he promised. to send some, None have reported. Need same badly.

St one -Colonel.

11;Oarn. Strongly urge. that' 4th.M C Bn ye sent to' me. M O Co' s with
me. badly disrtzpte. 0 rganization of. legin ent going, well. but all
companies. much reduced in strength'. Stone c~loniel.

2:2a am. Report new t'.C. No' 7, Cooriates 26 .80-28l.6o. This
is' out of my sector but not far distant, fXo7..36. Change
wqa necessary in order that I have a place where I can light a' can le
i.view of possibility of working toni~ght,. Request approval of change.
Have ordered 3rd Bn 9th.XInf. to report to P.%C. 9th Thf. Everything
0 .K. Have telephone, here. Stone=Oolonel.
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2:50'pm. A & B Co's Divisional M G Brn reported. A: co. assigned
to cover right of Brigade Sector toward Medeah'Fine. About 1 km
S. of Brigade P.C. B co. ordered to report to 9th Infantry.

6.05Pm. A 'rechecking *of the coordinates of this P ,C, indicates that there
waw a slight 'error i~n the first figures. Corrected they rear 266.80.281.40.
We have no .svaie., and have to estimate the tenths.

St oie Colonel.

9r30 Pm.i Rec'd instr. to cooperate with sistex' in clearing out woods.
Shooting up marines,,Instr. from' Col.- Myers. 'Gen' 1Ely has conversation
with :him.

10Pi. Talk to; Colonel' Ellis reference above..

10:30 I'M. Capt Mahin roturned and gave l ocat ion .of woods. Colonel Stone
notified to, see: Col. Lee', 6th Marines to complete arrangements.
1:45 Pm. (Oct 5) Art.. fire reportect short 23rd Infantry. 75 shelicase
found. Liaison of fic~er notified -Surprised A.
6:25 Pm. 4 'salvos on P.C. 23rd. Surprise Al notified.:
7:25 Pm. Firing again on P.0 '23rd.. Gen'l Bowley -notified personally
by, Gen'l1 Ely, None, of the above f iring was -lone by 15th Art . or attached
troops.

o CT0B ER 6th, '18 ..

210 Am. Col. St one telephoned saying 'all arrangements made except Arts which
was being arranged for,

8;06 am. ( By phone) Is 9thlInf. instructed to reinforce me if necessary?
Unable, to gain contact with them last night. Have an officer out looking
for them' now. Two bns. now engaged. Strong I G and heavy artillery on right
flank.a Stone- Colonel.
(Replied) 9-th ordered to move up on right to connect with you. They
will- move forwiard, to line East and West 282.7.

11-215 Wpn. (en'l Lejeune says some of our own friends will come up tonight
and pass on thrw We stay here in support..
12:45 pm (Phone) C,.. 23d P.c . to C. 3rd Brig. Personal report of C.0.
2nd Bn (:A bn) confirms line indicated on map covering our sector with
liaison established with marines on left: and with. 9th mT on right rear.
Line' of observation 300 meters North ,of -road. He.-has his right slightly
efused ,, Present situation 'entirely satisfactory,' Stone " Estimate casualties
5".

12 :5Opm. MavNider says on phone- that 'no causalt ies that he knows of and
Liaison with 23d on left and French on right point 267.9-282 .9 established.

11:55 phoned G-3 reference -Line of observation and contact with marines anid
9th left and right respectively and report 50% casualties 23rd none 9th.
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2:15Pm ro Snow and -Same Send ,lff cr a df :.NCO from each bn~ to
"report to these ,hdqrsa s soon ~ possible _to be sent back in trucks a o
guides to Brig, passing thru~

-3:19 Pm . Art Vl3ery agaitn falling short- on 23rd.

3:20 Pm, Gen'l L ephenedkrrn'l Lejeunea asking h :m to instruct G en '1 Bowley
to stop f iring short as killing man~y men.
- --Gen'i L ej eupe says RU41 back to Draginaliset positi.on beck to ridge,, LeP'v~
men 0f oar brig. . fro t lie tonight and xelieving brigade will, pass t hr,,

3:10 Pm,, Col Stones P.C. 266.8-281.6 moved out of old P.C. to above, Bn. Of
9th Info placed at Col.~ Stones disposal,

6:45 pm. the General commanding the' relieving Bri~gade arrived at our P.C.

7-3Opm. found 'out that of guides sent out in accordance with 'operations memo
#21 only marines arrived, Ours sent in truck and not yet located.

1-55am from $am'iel (phone) Happy day arrived 1:00 A".
l1s'5$am Snow says."nothing yet".

(message received from. C.0. 'lot Bn . 9th)
Runner from below SOMMEY reports that hundreds of soldiers from 142d Inf
are scarrereAI along road 'south of SOMME-PY

* AA Platner --Capt .
(This message turned over to Capt, Martin for transmi ssi on)

3-l~am Insp.' Gen'l 36th Div. came by said. 142nd was :'lost -70 Co's onoroad
north of SOMME~-PY. Noti fied 6th Marines and told them where to find them.

3-55am reported Happy Day.to Surprise.

5-12am Lt. Campbell to Sink 11i reports everything 0.K.

3-Wpm to' Surprise I by Sink 11. Report- that, have gotten out of Marine
Sector on left' entirely. On right being taken care of and will be accomplished
Also informs new people in position to jump-off, if necessary. Are dispersed
among our own.

OCTOBER -8th. '18

8-l~am. Colorado says going good. Lost one Major..
8-l~am. Called Snow to ask if can get any information from Liaison bn.
9-Z0am, Patrols to go back ae far as SOMM-PY and to go thrwr all dugouts,
getti.ng. all stragglers and have them join their outfits. (This' sent to Same
and Snow by hone.)
9-3Oam. 'Our barrage short, killing Liaison -agents and section 'leaders) French
tanks with Col. Jackson, French tank commander. (This tranismit6ted to Div. H~q)
9-45am Liaison bn. juA: went up, Did not go before because French Were not
u with .them.
9-5Oam. Surprise 7 asks reports from Regti Comdrs anid M G Bn. C.. are all
casualtie ,. e., killed, wounded, sick!, mi ssing. Major Hall called up C.0'&s
for dat&_ -think for relief ..
10:15am. -Snow-reports French held -up an iftght 500 meters from objective by
heavy M 0Ofire. Out liaisom bn. 250 mters t rom objective. Division notified
thru liaison officer..
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10-55 am * en': Ely tell ',71st Brig. to' throw in support and reserve
where French have fallen bac.k thru .our Liaison bn. Will'throw in men' if
necessary but only if° absolutely necessary. =Hoard~.that: Lieut . Cal. Arnold
severely wounded and, probably.,;n ting4. ;

1115lain. ColonielStuart ordered to ,hold: one .bn 'n re diners to support~
right .flank-should' it become "necessa~ry. One Co 4th- 0 Bn -ordered to take
positi on. in -support. 4th .Mi G Bn. planed under :direct command C.G. 71 at
Brigade for its further orders.

11-3Oam. Gen' 1 Ely'to Gen' l te jeune -,same as on pr'evious message .e Col.
Stuart holding ore ,bnitetc-. Suggests: sending .trucks t a. help other, brigad e
up here. or send .in a French .Division to 4kvieve the French Division now here
who run all the. time..Asked for relief. Says men. hall inEbut can "hbld .an.
Gen' l Le jeune .sending 2Co's Iiineers ..oen'l1 Ely going'to have them
reli eve bn,

12-00 Noon. Surprise '7 to Ma jor Hal), re' sending too many men back with prix-
anerest Geni'l Ely told C.G. 71st Brig. to gather up prisoners. and .then send
them back. Two or three per 100 prisoners. We can send them back if desired.
Gave him location o f our Liaison. Bn . 'ound Lt . Col. Arnold and he i s not
killed.

3-4 5pm. pct 8th, Col. Rhea says due to General El'y having so many traops
here will take ,command in. cage of an 'emergency. but. present policy is to sent
troops to General Ely to .be passed .over,to 71st ~r gade~

4*35pin Counter-attack reported on left. flank of 'Marines.

5"5ox~, Received' order from Division 0,.0. to place two bns. on line from
which 71st Brigade jumped-off.

5w.5Opm .whorled Same' I 'to comply with above. This is to be used as support
f or 71st front line. Are not to advance under, any, circumstances. Establish
Liaison with Col . ackson ;(~4st)put senior in 'commpand of :bot C bns'..

6415pm. 4th M .G 3n platoon waooTgiven back ,o"right but 2nd held. Engineers
going .up and Colorado notified,

14 5pm Wsnean en in; Suides back 53Opm .for new .outfit comi~ng in.

1415pm One officer and 4 men to go to SOME-P'~ as billeting party. Same and
Snow 'told that billetirng party of 10 men or 'less to report to flbvision,..
Headquarters by 4-00 P ,M.

OCTOBER 7:th ' 18

To 0 0 9th Ilnfo Runner from below ( south) of SOMME-?Y' reports, that hundreds
of soldiers from 142nd Inf are scattered along road south of .SOMM E-PY.
A', A, .Platnes -Cart Comdg (timed 85o) 413pm to C 0 9 h .Inf. The, Brigade
in our front 71st -will attack at hour on morning ;of Oct.8th. Elements
of this Brig. 3rd u will remain in place with exception' of one bn. of~ 9th
Inf. That bn ortt Irnnhoccupying front line e rr icher will act ase liaison
bn. with French on our right keeping ac"-vai c r.n etioni between Prenoh on our
right and 71st-C,0. of leading' Bn. 9th will report to C0.G. 'iet Brigade
(near 9th Inf hdq.) and .to 0.G, 3rd Bra.g."Ely.
1iS~ ctoer 8th z.
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To G. 3rd Brig. Front 'line- withdrawn from small, strip of wood-
Liae then 283 .5-267 60 287.9-263.9 283 .3-267.94- 283-3-268.i'281,34'

283.Line being consolidated. Much sniping baoth rifles acid machine guns.
No ev ,dence since morning of enemy, in large forc~e (,Signed) A. " Arnold-
Lt, Col.

3.2-00 Noon 2 Co's Engineers to relieve 1 bn 9th on' right flan1k as soonf as
possible.. 2 Co' s 4th MG Bn to "remain. Provide guides for eng .peers and see
if supplied with ammurtition. AMother bn. 9th held in-readine$5~a

OTBEth'.1g

1.t4 hrs. You guessed it, Orders going out-. CA,. 73rd Bri~g, reforms his line
today. 9th 'may m~arch ba~ck of,. Nav'arin ' at dusk,. 23rd when relieved. M G in
f ront line or support remain in positi on 24 hours after our relief . Re-
connaissar.e of ficers from Drig. degt Bns and I officer each sen
connaissance officers have been sent for, Staff officer E.nom Brig. Regt.
Brie and 1 of fice ° each company and 1 NCO each Platoon remain for 24 hrSs

Rhea.

OCTOBER 3 '18

To C. G.3r' Brig. Attacking line drawing fire from enemy. stroing points.
Tanks9. Oust moving out from trench system in which P.C'S were placed. StuartGol

6-40 am To C, , 3rd Brig 1st Bn arrived.- Stone -Colo
6-5Oam' To C,.G-0 3rd Brig. 3rd Bri moving out P X. remains in. rear of 3rd
Bn . Stone-Colonelw
8-50pm. To C.O, 9th. 23rd were withdrawing to 1st objective of yesterday.
My orders move.tViezm back to positions ovoupied' before 2:00 P.M. today. Do
.not *l et them gas~e= back thru your regiment". You will r emain an line ex-
*plained to Co pt . aacNider tonight t with rear bri. on yesterday's let objecti\
the same ,as before H hour today. there is- to be no withdrawal back of line
held -at noon today.
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Understand clearly that 23rd 'hie been ordered' to move fn Warri any tro:ps
which have withdrawn, thru you' and..that you will occupy p roxiriWately''you:"
dld pobitions of noon toady. Ely-commanding

OCTOFJER 4 1i8

61400 P.M. Snow 1. Echelon troops back on right until you connect with
F.-ench near MEDEAH FARM arnd prepare to hold against counter attack from
east. Have ordered artillery to 4$ire barrage 300 yards, t'o east .4f. Diision.
Sector to protect right flank., Ely/
3-5Opm Ro C.G. 3rd Brit. Attack absolutely held up by heavy m.g. fire fromu
both flanks and front. Germans strongly organized just north of jumping
off plac e# Wire heavy:No -sign. of Matinee on',.* lift.e 'l1 efforts to locate
them uneuccessful. Need tanks a ,d new barrage 'to: push':atta:Nk successfully.
Losses heavy.. Messages, will r y r+P.C.#6 Stone, Col!onel.~
8 35pr. You will keep your line ir'i ac ce of '9th Inf positions: It is not
believed necessary to withdraw thru 9th Inf, "you will keep entire '23rd-Infan~r~
* ry north of ea- anid west -line 282.5. This' will be done 1 C .0. 23rd'
Inf, Signed Ely)

O CTOBER 5 t38

9-45am To 0.0. 9th Inf F o.:38, and Div. enclosed. Sector limits 3#d Brig.
Right Med.eah Fine. (exclusive) Machault (mci) . Left a parallel line about
1 3/4 km to ,w6st th'u 63:~40. Tweni41third inf.. will -lead-, 9th .Inif in
support.* Orders given '23rd Infantry will direct them to adva.nce North until
they are on sector., then co formm to dector limits. We will not advance until
French are up.on right 'and Leftt E1vyr- onidg.
IG-QOam. To , 23rd IrifFO(, 3U 2nd~ Div, sent you; 1'hoa' later. Sector'
limits 3rd Brigaded Right Medeah Fine (excl.) Marchault 'inclucive, left limit,$
a parallel line. about 1- 3/8 km et , thr;, point 63,04O'1 23rd Inf will
attempt today tc~ edge over on- proper . ec tor ef ore' H hour -if this can be
done,,without f ight ig4 is n case this cannot' be .done without fighting the
advance at.11 hour w ll'ibe north fdr 23-rd Inf until on sector,' then confovm to
sector limits as given above. Marines have be 'r notified of a possible shift
to left by you, so that they can move over and cover-their proper' sector.,Gent
Le jeune informs me that H hour will probably niot be give;; that it will not
be given until French are well up on in advance on both right: and left flanks.
W~e will ntb ordered to advance until they are u "jH"' hour will probably
never come but try to edge over to right today to get on sector:. Artillery
firing on you was French Battery. Was located and stopped. Our Artillery
was not firing on you., Ely-'coindg
12.25pin. To "' 0. 9th Inf. The French on our' left are up. The French
on our right attacked at 11 -pm. No n~ews from them. The 6th Marines are now
passing thru 5th'Marines, keeping up with French. We will not advance until
French are up and going on our right. Push out patrols to N E (northeast)
to determine resistance, Bache is pulling out. Keep connection with French on
right , ELY.

4 -Olpm. Jpo 0.0. 23rd Inf. Report from ,2nd Div. at 3-45pm states that French
are in St. Etienne. fie know that French patrol (cavalry) and armored care
have been in that village. Make sure that marines know where your front
line is so that they will not shoot your front line up (by phone) Sink 11.
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To C. 0. 9th Inf. l You will advance your line to N0rth edge reaching to eaS.
and west of line 282'.2 without artillery preparation and your connectionwiQ
French is 267.9_.283.0. They will connect with 23rd on right and send ther:
bn. if' necessary.'. Ely-omdg,

2-OOpm. October 6th~

To C. 0. 23rd.. Send the following personnel t o these 'headquarterri as'" soon
possible. Per bn. 1 officer and 3. N C O'rmaking in all 3 of ficers and 3 N C O
These are to be snot here to be sent back to Div. Hq' by trucks from these
hdqrs, to guide troops to your front line tonight.. Send experienced off' cers
who will not lose way..,,This imperative that these men reach here as soon as
possible. You can arrange £br company guides. at such, points as you desires

EJiy.comdg,
Memo for Col. Stone- please send someone at p~ct P .C, to guide our runners
to newP .Hall -adjt.

OCTOBER 7th '18

1109 To Gen. Whitworth The Div, Comdr directs that 'the dividing line be-
tween the sector e~r the, 3rd 'Brigade including 14.1st : of o and the sector of
the 4th Brig, including 142nd Inf. be clearly established; the into Of ficer
3rd Brigade; a staff officer from your Hdqr. and the Intelligence Officer of
the 6th W&ines will determine' this point on the) ground. Your staff of fieer
should be given authority to direct, immediate movemnent of year 'troops to
ensure proper troops being in proper sector. The,'movemnent of youxr troops
necessary should be complet~ed at earliest practfcal time,,,ElyccrIdg3
ll-2Oaxn. To' 0.0.: 6th Marines: Gen Le jeune has directed that the exact point
of the dividing line between Brigade sectorsbe .esi~abiishied on the ground "
that troops -be moved accordingly.,Ilam sending my Int elligence Of ficer , Lt.
Molloy and a staff officer 71st Brig. to do this; request you send your
Intelligence Officer in order that point may be clearly kniow m Have directed
Gen . W~hitowrth to withdraw any of 141st Inf . in your sect or when point is
locet ed . Ely.
l.O-OOam. To C.G. l1st Brig. C.G. 2nd Div, has placed me :n con'irr~an of this
Brigade sector as long as nmy troops are in it I 'have placed -,roops in 1st
position under command of %olonel Stkrt ,tth'Iif front This includes your
141st :. I am directing. Colonel Stuart to 'move front line. to right about 500
yards, taking over, the .part of our sector. now held by French. Notify your
leading 'on' comdr. to take orders from Lt. Col, Arnold 3.n reference to this
mover H E . Ely-Brig. Gen' 1 Comdg..
lO-OOam. August 8th 118 To C, 0. 5th M G Bn Send 'i n in writing casualty
list for your' commiand, ;showing number killed, wounded, and evacuated in'
hospital, also number men missing. This must be rushed as it may effect 'the,

"'relief of the division. Expedite and: show hour report is submitted. Ely'-comdgv
8 OOpmn October qth 818 Lieut . Heiunseck Biandes, 368th Regt. Inf'antry (Bor't e)
rapotrdgesterday that his ,watch and personal property including a wedding
ring was taken from him by & soldier of your Brigade. Probably from 142nd Regt cIt~ is suggested that, the regimental commander be required to trace and retuv4a
the same, as personal property of no military value is never taken away fro~m
prisoners Ely-coindg.



HEADQUARTERS THIRD BRIGADE , SECOND DIVISION,
AMER. A. E. F. October 15th, 1918.

GENERAL OR~DERS)

Nol10. )

To the officers and. men of the 3rd InfatryBriads

1% You have just emerged from seven days and night of continuous
battle. October 3rd to October 9th; constantly under intense artillery and
machine gun fire; -you. hs~e captured the. east hald of BLANC MONT RIDGE
including two of the strong points on the Ridge, PYLONE and MEDEAH FARMvE;
in successive attacks you. pierced three kilometers into the enemy's. lines
f or four days and nights you maintained your position as point of the
salinet projecting into the enemy' s lines as you did at VXEB.ZY and TI AU-
COURT, - you held a line five and a hale kilometers in length, 1 1/2
kilometers. in front of friendly troops on the left and 4 kilometers ahead of
friendly troops c'i the right, resisting repea ,ghealy an'btsryattacks
anid yielding not one inch of conquered groundc.

Your losses were heavy such as few troops would stand but your
accomplishment was great . General 'Courond, the renowned commander~ of the 4th
French Army of. which we are temporarily a part,. stated "The. Massif da
Blanc Mont dominates the Valley of the 'ARNES and 'gives is excellent outlook
on the valley of the SUIFE in rear Of the region of' Monts; this conquest
(by 2nd division) rapidly brought about the downfall of NOTRE D.AME. des CHAMPS
and the GR~AND BAOIS de SAINT. SUPILT2 ."

Your captures in this battle were 1410 prisoners, 17 guns, 3 inch
and larger, 17 trench mortars, abut 200 machine guns and many large
ammunition dumps,, Considering the .2500 ,prisoners- and 32 guns taken south of

BO ~SSONS July 18-19 and 3100 'prisoners and ~2 pieces oft artillery taken 0.114,'
TNIAICOURT September 12-14, this brigade now. has to its credit in its last
three engagements 7010 prisoners, 141 guns. from 3.inch up to 210 mlm,. over 400
machine guns, and large quantities of ammnunition and supplies.

It is safe to say that no brigade in, our for ces. has a. better record.

HEE YBrigadier General
* C ommand ing.

49.
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(HIST'ORY OF THE THIR~D INFANTRY BRI(Al3E ")

The following table shows the tota.l losses in killed, woun~ded, etc,,
and total captures, In addition to the guns and prisoners report ed',ttere
-were uncounted machine gua trench mortars and mat erial of all kinds " It Wl .
be noticed that the number' of' prisoners captured more than equals the tot&al
strength of the Brigade.

Prisoners -Tuns capture "or

XILLED :; WOUNDED 8& Ml$ISIN :Captured :larger

Verdu-.,.-... 42 : .173 13 0
Chateau Thierry.'.w2O4 : 3048: 588 0
Soison.. ._4..9258 . 1575 2600 : 32
Pont-a.Mouson... .. 3 21 0 0
St. Mihiel.-...a-96 618 3100 92
Blanc Mont ..... ... 328 2046 : 1050.' 28
Meuse -Argonne .--- 223 1693 700 36

TOTAL 2 15 : 183

TOTAL LOSSES IN OFFICERS 308; 91 of these were killed

In closing this synopsis of the 3rd Brigade's part in the war, it is
only fitting and proper that we mention, in words of respect a~nd admiration)
the wonderful loyal and brave spirit of its .gallant members'

Throughout all their hardships they were ever cheerful, loyal and
self-sacrificing. They were never required to do anything, however difficult,
that they even'thought. to question, .but without food, drink and sleep for.
days at a time, scornful of self consideration, they successfully accomplish-
ed every mission, entrtected to. them, and the galent fallen who in executing'
their orders made them S.pztome Sacrifice" will always be tenderly remembered.
The remaining original, members are few but their "esprit des corps" was en-
fused into the newer 1 en, received to fill the vaunt files of the fallen and
who successfully continued to hold the Brigade's honor high- too much credit
cannot be paid to members , ibath fallen and living, each; played his part in the
fulfillment of 'she great mission corldidently entrusted to them by their loved
pnes and the "colors".

It may be truly said that this Brigade had had as much service in
actual battle, as any American Brigade in the American Expeditionary Forces.

Its members' should not be forgotten, and in the construction of the
"History of the War", the Brigade can say with pride and truthfulness, that it
did everything and more than was required o it and in more than' fulfilling
the expectations of~ its commanders it will go down on record as "having
done its bit".

C. PM 1~A LS
Major, Infantry.
Brig. Adjutant.
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HI8U1BICAX BRANCH

202-94

Operationa of the 2nd DBattl th Infante

at Mont Blanc, October. - 9, 1916 $'

Al Fred X. ArndIL4, lieut. Col. 9th Infantry, Commanding B ttaJ ,on,

The original plan of Attck of the Second Division ' t Mont
Blanc provided for the 4th Brigade to make the attack and the
3rd Brigade to fol low in Aeserve. After a' difficult march from
Camp ?iewont thru a 'con jeotee area on the Night of October- 1-2,
the 'Infantry arrived just after. daylight at Navarin Farm and
took shelter in some old trenches which 'were badly- knocked' t
pieces. Owing to the enemy having direct observation on -these
trenches, a number of casualties occured while going in end
during the rest of the D~ay.

On the afternoon' of 'October 2nd, the 9th Infantry was informed
that the plan of attack had been changed and that bot~h Brigades
would attack at the same time, October 3rd, I hoar, 6' t3 AM ;
the 3rd Brigade (9t1h, nfan'try attacking followed by the 23rd'
Infantry), to the right of the 4th Brigade;' leaving -a triangular
space (about 2' kilometers wide- at the base) between the brigades
against whiich' i* troops would attack' but which would be neutralized
by arltllery lire. he objectiveDf'Modeah 'arm (. xc ..})..
Mont l no iWoad (incl.', was about equally divided between the
briga'es',and directiona o attach ,given to conlsrge the brigades
so that they would join at the objective.

Details were sent at about 2' pM to reconnoiter theposition'
of the' jump off and' the,''oute of' approach' therreto., Wen they
arrived ne'ar the line', they :found: that' the pus tioni assigned
for the : mp off: was ,more than a kilometer' within .the Germian
Lines.haioling k itchens had domeg up in: reir f the' troops ad
were' abr irO ~i ethee"ffirst -mod.l>ffr the day: but. the. troops
had no opportunity to eat.

Aboit ~p , orders were received to move at. once othe
south' edge. of the Bois du ' Moneue where French guides woul4,
mewet and guirde thefo troops to their jumping off positions .. T reach
this Wood required a 'flank march to the right for about three
kilc met re, and as much of the' gr*;cnd was un~der direct enemy
observation, -the troops' had ..'o filter across ths ground, by

platooneo Darkcness' coming on when the leading elements were
about -one thi:rd of the way, across this ground, the 3rd Battalion,
2nd Battalion,, and:.. Beadquarters .Company, assembled in -a valley and
moved in a sngle file along a narrow road . Ata Frenc~h °rt V~ery



0ba rvation post, it was discovered that the column was on the
wrong road- and had gone eeA considerable distance out of its way.
By a. dim light, compass bearings were taken from .a map to the
Bois du Mloineux. end marching by compass straight across country,
the column reached the Wood,., The. night was, pitch 'dark nd the
march most, dif fi'cuit, crossing 'deep trenches,' large shell holes,
mine craters 'and masses of wire.

The French guides, were not at the Wood but, after some delay
the French Liaison Officer' with 'the " iegiment got into communication
with the French Commander an d -then ledthe. trooppe to :thhei . position.
There wer'e a number. of smell roads crossing 'kick and forth thru
this section, which with the terrible destruction of 'the terrain,.
made it a difficult task to get to the right place . The speed
at the head of .the column caused the colupxnn to creak .severe].

"times. The} coliin w s haltesd' the "first ar.e and the r r companies
caught up but ata later dim~e 'the: two ' mpanri.es, ;raids E, ipa rear
were lost. 14. Company .found the prprra'i go p.aota
'hour be fore' the timae for the 'Jump' off1.. E10 ompany °took a "wrogg
roa~d but fotun tely joined, the .lot Ba'talion',whi ch 0arli~er ir the
evening' had taken some toad to'the 'lefit ie &ne it; hould have
ta1ken.i

The 'order of the battalions for the attack, given on the
preceding Afternoon, had been let Battalion, 2nd. Battal ion, and
3rd Battalion "in col.umn with 500 meters between .Battaliqne, .and
the "Rhour, 6 3~0 AdM. October, 3rd. . The let Battalion, was.
commanded by a waliant..and energetid' offier, who in spite. of all
dif ficulties, had reached the. ine,. about, 500 yards,. to the left
of the designated po'sition., 'and w .s reaidy to atta c.
Megimental ' Headquarters, being. unable" to get 'into copmruinication
with the' 3.et Battelion, believed 'that the;attaionWase pt!

'At '5 AM'i., .the lid Battalion was 'assigned to ma ke the attack
in place of 'the"le't Battalion, and was adv sedl.that the., hour was
5.30 AM-Instead of 6:30 ' MV. Not knowing that H company. had just
arrived. at 'the line, the 2nd 'Battalion, apparently havin~g only two
cons an e8, M Company and, the Machine Gun 'ompany were to be loaned
to it but they were not used. 'Th aea .and roads were bein
heavily .shelled by the, enemy anid many c eualiesywere occuring.

Wth only fifty minutes to get from th&'fregimental, 0.to where
the battalion was located.in two different woods, no.tify, the'
camp ie of the change setting H hour, ahad, reassign order or.
companies and get them forward to where 'the barrage would start, was
a tremendous tank, The. sending of runners or message~s at a time
li~ke'this would' have 1been ~tseless.

adA five nminute preparatio wrase fires ,by the PAmerican Artillery
'ndthe German counter fire' wee quite, severe. The' 2nd Battalion

encountered stubborn, resis't rce from 1iachine guns at the start, but
smashed "its 'way thru. H Company, atho in support,. su ffere'd most
severely about. 200 yards; beyond the jump off from an indirect machihe
gun barrage which killed or. wounoded all' of 'ite- officers except one
Lieutenant.''patches of woods obstructe'd all view 'to the . flanks
fbr' ab'out 600 yards of the sidvance whensonie'"elear' spaice was reached,
and to the left the let Battalion could be seen advancing in splendid



order. As it had not been known up'-to this time that the let
Battalion had gotten into the fight, ,it was a most en~joyable
sight.

The two battalions continued in the attack, and both
were, necessary, until the objective (which was the road from
Medeah Farm to the cross-road at Schwaben Konig) was reached at
$.37 A.M. Two French Tanks rendered valuable service during the
advance-against- several machine gun nests. After the. ®b-Jective
was taken, the ist Battalion extended to its right and covered
the whole objective and the 2nd Battalion moved back in support
about 100 yards in rear to trenches on the hill (Schwaben Konig) ,
The.3rd B3attalion, 9th Infantry and also -the 23rd Infantry cane
forward and occupied old German Trenches close to the line.
During the day, the 23rd Infantry pushed forward an outpost'
which was ordered to establish a line of observation one kilometer
in front of the road' that had been taken as the objective.

About. 6 PM, October 3rd,. another attack, was made with the'
23rd Infantry leading 'e.nd the 9th 'Infantry following. The G'ommader
of the 2nd Battali on, 9th Infi try received a verbal order from the
Brigade Commanderi
"Follow the 23rd Infantry at one kilometer and. jump off at the road
.t 630 .M. towards St. Ettienne Ridge." The Battalion had to form
hattly to :comply with this order. From the hill, the 23rd infantry
could be seen advancing, but only indistinctly owing to the patches
of woods in front.

As only about 25 minutes 'of light. remained, the 'one kilometer
was not observed, and the 2nd. Battalion, 9th .Infantry advanced rapidly
in-order to see and familiarize itself with the most ground possible
before It, became night, which was very. fortunate as later. developments
showed. -Just as darkness wad filling, a light fia lroad' was crossed with
a lsarge ditch on the south side, some woods to the rear, and the
ground falling. away to the north and east. It .was an almost pet fect
defensive position. Shortly after crossing the railroad, darkness
had enveloped the terrain. Two wounded 23rd* Infantry soldiers were.
lying near the railroad, but from that point there was no other
evidence of this' regiment to the front and right altho they appeared
to be in strength to the left and-left front. After moving about
500 yards north of the railroad) the Battal ion was halted with its
.front' at the edge of a narrow clearing running. eastJ and west, to .make
s~ure that none of the organiz ations had gotten. out of place while
paw.~ing through the -woods,

While the front of 'the Battalion wase being checked up, an Officer
of t1hd 23rd Infantry came to the Battalion Commander and stated that
the 23rd was about 500 yards to the left and desired its right flank
covered. It e rather surprising to learn that this hegiment was so tar
to the West,> but it later app .red that no advance had been made by
troops on its left, and owing to the strong enemy forces on that flank,
it had been necessary to form a defensive flank to West. More definite
information was brought by the intelligence officer of the 23rd infantry,
who, with the aid of a f ading flash light concealed under a IBoche
blanket, pointed out on the map the position of the 23rd infantry.4~nemny patrols were moving about in the immediate front at this time.



:it.'xreame evident that not only protection was needed for the
right of the 23rd Infantry, but that the right of the Division was
seriously involved owing to the length and narrownaes of the
salient that had pushed into the German Lines. It was most fortunate
that the beet positiohi to accomplish this }:.ad been een while it
was still light onough to recognize, it. This position extended
from the 23rd Infantry to a junction (ldedea'h Weiche) on the railroad,
then along the railroad for about 500 yards and refusing the right
flank baok to a ravine. About the center of this position, at the
railroad junction, a branch of the railroad ran south and mades a
goo~d switch position.

E Company (what remained of B Company. had been consolidated
and. continuedi the remainder of the action as a part of E Company)
woe assigned the left X3f of the sector and G Company th'e right
1alf, with F Company in reserve in a 'small wood just on 'theWest
side .of the railroad branch running south. The snout officer ,of
the. .3rd Battalion, 5thXnfantry came forwvard and reported that the
3rd , battalion .had croessed and halted on the 'northern side 'oT the
large ravine that was just in. front on the mrning' e objective.o
This .Placed that :battalion in good supporting distance in: the
woods to the rear and extending beyond the right flank of. the _2nd
Battalion. The let Battalion was .later reported as holding at
Medeeh Farm with its eight .facing to the east .as in, the French had
not come up,

The enemy began sehell~ing this area quiute~ heavily before day-
light on October 4th, . ade'sortly after ''dayight 'launched a counter-
attack against the railroadV from 'the northeast," Machine gun fire was
1rery severe at te same tin' e fveui the sweat, and <it. soon became
apparent that another counter~-attack was taking place on the other
side of the salient, The enemy were attempting to pinch off the
salient by driving in a Wedge on each side near the ,base.

After reconnoitering the position of 'G Companyf on the 'track,
the Battalion. Commander started with the Adjutant and an F Company
Officer from the Junctioni to go to Noma high ground in, rear of the
right flanki where a good. view. could be had to the, east,. as it
appeared that maore support. might be require~d there, t he route

taken along the switch trak south was wooded for about. a hundred
yards, then a clearing to, the. east 4*k, a screen of s'n'all trees
and bushes about 50 yards. from the track and "another'-dense wood
about 150: yards to the east, At this clearing thki ailroad passed
into a cut 0 out four feet, deeps + Just 'a the r :oonnoitering, party
was climbing put of the 'cut..to go east, eight or ten men came thru
the screen and turned. north, into the rwood,. A heavy msist made it
impossible to distinguish the color of uniform even at that shortt
distance, but the form and' shape of individuals"'ith dif ferences
in equipment quickly distirquished them as Germe . ' in a few
seconds machine guns began firing across the track from the
screen o f.bushes.; It late~r ceveloned, that at the same time, the
right platoon of G: Company (together with two 37 M461. guns of the
23rd Infantry that came into the line just before daylight) had
suffered severe casualties, and 12ad been driven 'back. west into the
wood, and .along the track by superi.or enemy' forces who were attacking
an about a 600, yard front and in heavy column.



When the firing started across the track, which was the switch
position, it was evident'tthat the enemy had broken in, behind the
right flank of the battalion.. A rapid movement of the right flaink was
therefore necessary to the switch position, notonly to prevent the

immediate capture of a part of G' Company, but much more to stop the
enemy's further progress west, which with his other attack coming
from the west threatenedto cut off the whole salient. This was

accomplished by calling to the Company Commander of" G" Company, who
was standing onthe track only a short, distance; to bring his com-

pany on a run and fact it east. Two machine gun8 swere brought up
at the same time and'fired from the west back of thecut to'
cover the ground to the east- The F' Company'Officer, who 'teas
present at the time, was ordered to take two platoons of, F'Company

and counter-attack north from the'woods just south of the dearing.
Theere was a good covered approach for this movement and when it
was made the enemy retreated in . 'very precipitious manner leaving

a number of dead and wounded and mnuch'equipment including one heavy
machine gun with the ammunition belt nearly full and ready to
feed.

Examination of the ground showed that when the enemy ' stopped

just behind'the' screen of bushes they had started digging .fox hoe

fir more than two hundred men, ad evidence of supports; just in

rear'. in :the' woods. This :attack had been massed against G Company,

!a' oily "a few patrolsappeared in. front of E Company and they quickly

withdrew into a wood when fired upon.

Marmet cans were brought up about 1 PM October 4th, and the

battalion had their first prepared medei since supper 'on O6tober lat.

W'Vater' had been almost' unobtainable 'since Oct'obes. l.et but wter'' carts

came up' in rear of the posit .0n on the 4th and eanteens were sent

back= to be filled.

Mnother advance of the 23r'd Infantry was ordered for October

4th, H hour, '223O0PM.' This was 'a; very Costly and serious mistake

with the salient so narror and extended. The 2nd Battalion, 9th

Infantry was ordered to folilow the 23rd Infantry at one kilometer..
The Battalion formed up ready to move, but the attack was a speeded

and it returned to its position on' the.' railroad.'

At 7 PM. the liaison runner, who had been sent tothe. 23rd

Infantry P.C. returned with the rncrsage -. "The 23rd Infantry' is

ordered to take up pbsition and hold on the first days' objective."

At 7:30OPly a message was received from the R~egimental Commander :
"Conform to movement of 23rd Infantry,. move'without lights and bring

in --Al wounded." Patrols reported the movement of the 23rd.. At about

34 PM heavy shells began falling pn the ,area and when it was verified

by the Artillery liaison officer that the shells were coming from the

rear, the Battalion conformed to thi'n6venentof the''23rd Infantry

and took up pbsition at the road on the let days' objective. During

the night, the 23rd Infantry received orders to reoccupy its former

positkon and the 3fid Battalions 9th infantry was ordered to occupy

the. position on the railroad,



Onl October 6th, the French had advanced on the right, aLE" .the
2nd attalion, 9th Infantry, moved at 10. A. : o extend the right
flank of the 23rd Infantry and form a .junction with the French
onl the right. E and F Companies occupied1 the front .line about
200 yards south, of the St Ettienne-Orfeuil hoad, withG Cornpany,.
en the railroad in support,' Much sniping took place' between the

'two lin s nd4,it .is" with reluctance that the writer. ,sad toaoknoir1edge th~.t the, enemy was, much better prepared with "trained
"snipers and, that the Nation which prides itself, on its 'marksmanship
has not. made full use. of it.. Enemy, machine guns, placed on
ground..in front of the sector to the right, Ihad direct observation
on much of the ground .in, rear ;©f the Bttal ion, and were abl6 t4
enfilade. this garound,. but the 4ttalion was not affected- by, it,
for since October,3rd it had become accustomed to fire from the
front,, flanks and rear;..

The 141st Infaintry was ordered to be' .placed In th'e line during
'the night, October 6 -7., and..'the 2nd Battalion. to remain with' them.
A Company, 141st Infantry', *fter much difficulty, was placed in the
line at 8 AMM October 7th., A very hesavy fog continued until after
9 Am. so their entry was nor observed by the enemty. This was
fortutvate,. for if the, day had been clear., it would have been im-~
.possib. to have prevented them lbrom being seen and shelled by the
be ithDrng h, fenoon, wjen the 2nd Battalion-''xpected ts
bewtdan re commiend1ation was, made to :plaice E Company, 141st

nf'antry,; in the front ° line as. A, Company had-' onl: about.120, men and
was cQnidered too small to hold this. part of ,tie line, E Compeny
was placed in the line about 6 PIS.~

The .36th Division, ink con junction with the French, were
oredered to, attack on the morning of October 8t0 The 2nd: Battalion
9th Infantry' was. ordered to act as lia4son' battalion covering the

,ncti.on between the right of the 36th 'Division and the left' of the
French.. Directions' were 'received from the Conmander f ,the 3rd
3r . ee to .occupy a position at the jum off iboirt '300 yards in rear

of the front lin~e, and fill. any bre'ak* .f".'one "shou~ld cc ur ;

Afv minute prepara.tion was Put-, down by the Aner ic an Artillery
and the enemy' s, counter~'fit~e which cane promptly' was very. heavy
and vicious, The sector "line between, the' Americans, and French passed
thru the center o±ta . ery strong redoubt'which was' further covered by
fire f rom , high., grou~nd. on, the ridge at,,Bemnont 6hateau where the enemy
ho. ~sy m aihin guns. and mortars,

The.PFrench- advanded a~bout 200, yards nd' were help up The
141st 'infantry,, in' front of the redoubt, were held up at the, start
and allowed their barrage to get away from them, Some of them
were urged across; the road but 'could niot 'be moved furt hei'thru the
he vy machine' gun fire. heir ,lines wvere too-dense and they we're
attempting to .dvance by rushes.' The'.out-comne'of. advance by rushes
u~~~nder Fire of' hidden mnachne. guns' is that at tei a very few rushes
dn n io notcr to rise. and continue, the advance but show the strongest
inclination to keep their face's, and bodies glue.d to' the 'ground'.
These troops were for the first time'" near a battle lire'and had- to
learn by bitter expef~ience. uGndoubtedly many losse'e could 'havre been
avoded with better ins'truction.

Seeing a probability of further great l.oss of American lives
with nothing accomplished, decision was made to attack with the
Liaikon Battalion of the 9th Infantfy and to sieze the enemies redoubt
which was holding up the line. Calling to E Company to come ahead the



Battalion advanced in column of Companies,' E~, G, and F, taking
advantage of a slight. dip in the ground that allowed access into
the position with most of' the bullets doing. .just' overhead,E
Comp ny QX'Qesed the. fire swept zone° quicklyin, thin lanes and
captured a ..member of. machine guns.'

As .soon as the 9th Infantry attacked, the 141st Infantry joikned
in,. andas i f by inspiration., seemed to, catch the spirit"' and.
morale of the Fighting Ninth.' During the remnainder of the day, nio
better or braver troops-.could have been desired ,except for their one
tendency to 'bunch up,, due to lack of experience.

The advance continued 900 meters north from the road when it
stopped on account of enfilading' fire from both flanks. Both flanks
of ,the Bsett ,lion at this time were bent back with the troops fighting
in three direct-ions, west, north and east. The enemy appeared de-
termined not to give up this position, fighting most stubbornly, and
making immediate small counter-attacks. In the. first counter-attack
which camne from the east against the hill in the right rear, the enemy
dislodged the French on their part of the hill and almost succedded.
in seiz ing the hillt but were completelyr driven off abut an hour
later. ±ihe French then reoccupied their part of the hill connecting
with F Company. During this occupation of the ,hill by the enemy, a,
small number of F Company and the Battalion Commander were cut off
by the enemy and surrounded in a. small strip of woods in -front' of the
hill in the French Sector,

The lines were reorganized about Noon, for considerable mixing of
men of different companies had occured duffing the severe fighting, and
too many men were holding the, front of the salient, Company 'which
occupied a. small strip of woodenorth of the large woo ds was brought
back in support near the road, leaving only two outposts .of four men
each 'in the small strip of woods. A strong concealed line of fox'
holes was dug in about five yards back from the' edge of the woods,
E Company holdingto the west and north, The 141st infanitry to the emt

and '.,Company still on the hill to the right rear. and connecting up
with the 'French. The salieni* then 'projected' out .about six hundr~ed
meters in front 'of the~ position on the hill, the eastern side. forming
almost a ,right angle with the line on the hill.

From about 10 Am to 5 PIS, the enemy remained quiet, except that
his snipers were very busy with their rifles and machine guns. Some

of hiep snipers were in concealed positions within our own lines and
altho a continued. eearch was made they mere not. all discovered.

About 5 PM the enemy began shelling the lines,. and at 5 ; 30
PM attacked in, strong. force from. the northe .et, concenttrating against
the, hill. where consideraba. hand to hand fighting took. place1 The
French were forced 'back, an the right.fak f opaydinbck
At this stage G. Company. was sent forward on a run to cover the corner

and reenforce, F Company.

As the enemy was advancing against the hill, his right flunk
became exposed to the 141st Infantry in the wood, and on their own

~ini~iative the 141st Infantry performed as brilliant a bit of work
as was probably done by any small body of American Troops in the Was
when they advanced will walking fire against the enemy's flank .

As this occured at, the same time that ' Company, just, to the right



6f them, ci Mh the. enemy with a severe ob iue fire his lin~es
retre sited in- reet. disorder, le axing the' field covered with ;dead . nd
wounded. The hegirnental Burial Of ficer, who buried the dead at this
place, reported .1.56 dead Germans just .n front of the hill

At 91 30 FNS the 2nd Battaiin, 9th Infe itry was relieved by two
C mpa ee. f 'the 2rdcEngineers and moved to Pylone. ' fring the night
of 03ctobe 9 ,0, the attlio~n moved back~ to: Najrin Farm and on the
10th left the ecetor.

* Alfred 0C.''Arnold

* G4ptain Infantry.

* ' April 27, 1920

xc Maxp, P age . 11.



O4PRATI10NS CF 6 ii DI ISIO!N ;f lH IVFRENCH
ARMS Y I~ CALWAGNE

The 36th Division~ began Its movement to Champagne froms the 13th
U.S. Trainng Area. (Headquarters at Bar.. ur-Aube) , on September 26, 191.8
was) placed under the orders of the French Group of Armies of the Center .The movement was completed on Septem~ber 29th and the Headquarters of the
division was metabliehed at Pocancy.

On -October 4th, 1918, the division was pla~ced at the disposition
of the 4th French Army, and in the same order one brigade was ordered tothe region of S'ippes.,. Upon arrival there this brigade wast placed in the
21st Tenxch Corps end by them was assigned to the 2nd u .s# Division. On thenight of October 6u7 this brigade viieved vo :troops of the 2nd Division
then in lines An attack was :ordered for October .8th. It .was made uander
Uif avorable conditions, and although some ftround was gained it was sub*
Seq~ently' fbandoned.

The following are quotations from the Divieionabir Repor't.*"'the advanceof the 73rd Division (French) on the right flank was held. upI thinex-
osing the American tztoops to flank fire from the right flank. "As thetrench divisions on either si.de had been unable to make progress, no

further attempts to advance had been ordered for the night."

e At midnight October 9-10 the corps announced that information had
benobtained fromt the prtzsoners which indicated that the enemny intended

to withdraw. On October 1D the command of. the divisional sector passed to
the Comading Gen eral, 36th Division; the rest of the division having 'boen
previously brought up behind the line. On this same day the corps informed
the division that the 73rd French Division on their right was advancing
and that the 36th Dlivision should keep up with the division an its left,
the 7th French Division, in case it advane ed.

* At about 5 PM4 the 36th Division attacked with but slight success.
The attask was resuw ed the following day and riot 0tulittl, resistance.
'this progress is shown on Map Wo 1r By October' 12 the- ad4~a~ze had becemd
a pursuit. The report of the 36th Division says the ?3r4 P'roach Divisiont
on its right moved forward prededod by cava1yy patrols. The advaeeo of thi*
day is shown on the accompanying maps. In conformation with orders from the
21st French Corps, the ground south of the Aisne Caal was cleared on October
11th and a defensive position organised..

* On October 18th the 21st French Corps was relieved from line and the
36th Division was assigned, to the 11th French Corps.,

The 36th Division was relieved from line between .the 25th and.'29th
of October, the reliefgbeing completed on the 290h, The period between
October 13th Rand October 29th was spent by the division in patrolling and
making plans to cross the t'isne River. During this period many minor
ehainges1i sector were made, all of these being shown on map No I. The
division was relieved by the 22nd French Division.

'his was the first time the 36th Division tvad ever been irn action.

Jwv



PC. 36th Division
10Oct ober 1918,

14 hours

FIELD ORDERS }
No06 })

MAPS: TAHiURE )
ATTIGNY )1:20,00
JUNIVILLE)

I. It is zreported 'that the enemyis withdrawing and covering
his withdrawal by only machine gun nests. on our ri ght the French 73rd
Division has progressed considerably and nbw holds, a line approximately
Eat and West about i/2' 1km north o~f BEMVONT OHATtAU and is~ still pro:
greasing, The French' 7th Division on our left is advancing and has attained
an advance to a point about 3 kms northwest of 8T tTIE1NNE. Cur71st
Brigade, is in contact with the French divisions on right and' left, The
contact with the 7th. French Diviion is just, north of ST ETIE!NNE, The
71st Brigade "is moving f-orgard from present lines to regain- contact
with the enemy.

2. This division wild1 attack and progress to 'the same distance
North as the 7th Division on the left, and coit inue to ,go forward
in) liaison with the 73rd French Division on the right,

3. (a) Attack will be made at 17:00 hour; The 72nd Brigade will
malce.4he attack by passing thru the 71st Brigade'--the 143rd' Infantry
on the. right., the 144th on the left

(b) Limits of 'Division:
East Lirnit-MEDEA FAR~M (8.-9.419) -Eastern edge of MACIIAULT, mci,

* West. Limit-ST ETIENNE inclusive--East-ern edge,COUROY ezl,

Regimentalimits;
Right, 143rd.:Infantr (East Re imner t ast triit-
East limits .cf Division secto*'

Left' 144th Infantry WIes re imnt 'act limit
West limits of Division sector.

Boundary between regiments:
Northwest thru crossroads about 1-1~/4 kms northeast of ST
ETIENNE (Co-.ordinates 265-.95-.284.9-Railroad and 'road crossing
about 2 kms south of M'~ACH{AULT on ST ETIENNE-M~ACAtflALT ROAD
(couordinates 264.6-288.6)

Pasage oLines~

Line occupied at time of passage by 71st Brigad~e.

4.(a} INFANTRY.
Attack will be made by 72nd Infantry Brigade with its two regi'-

maasabreast. Each regiment in three lines, one of itsbtta1iond in each
line, each battalion echeloned' in ,depth, During the advance, combat liaison
between the regiments of the 72nd Brigade will be provided by a mixed
dotachment, consisting of one platoon and two machine guns from each regi-
ment. under the command of an officer to be designated by the Briga.de
Commander. On the right ofthe division sector provisions willt be made
for flank protection, and combat liaison with the 73rd French. Division. One
company of the 133rd Machine Gun Battalion and two companies from the
72nd. Infantry Brigade will be designated .for this purpose by the
Commanding General of the 72nd Infantry Brigade. Similarly on the left
t.woncompaie o , f iQfanry from +the 72nd igvade and onecompany of machine

JVAT
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r(b)+ DISI ON RES lVE ( Gen P. Whit wormh) .

The 71St Brigade, 2nd Engineers and 131st Mach ie~nnii
will constitute the Divisional Reserve.

(c) ARTILLERY:
TXhe 2nd Field Artillery Brigade (Brigadier General Bowley,comandintg) will support the attack,

(d) AVIATION;
The infantry will stake out its" front l.he at 11,'O0 AM and

4:00.PM daily and automatically, anrd when called for by infantry planes,
marked with one pennant on left wings The 27th Aero Squadron assists the
tliiioarn by reporting progress and locion of front line by, observation
of artillery fire,

(e)'}N WEEKS <. .

the'r p Teen 2ndpoeit ee m rily,.be par-t. of jhe reserve and ' einan in,

(r)} SXGNAX PROOS. ' .=

", = P. a), ee "he plan ' f Liaison, 16th i i n l t - c obr-8
(b Prnal:detchmnts attahedo PivsiAon brd .Brigade P, t. is

will. prcvj, e rmechanical. )ai~eQn, Cormaniding general -72nd Infantry,
Brigadiewjl. prov-ide "fb~ r eessaIry' oinrunict ion by wire, visuial'
and runner system within his brigade,

(g) AXIS OF LIAISON:
Boundary, between regim~ents~ .

( h) RESERVE AFTER' ASS3AGP OF LINES:
The 71st Inf'antry will be reo r gg .sed ,in depth in their

present, posi~tions -l4lat on 'the rgkht. and ,142-nd infantry o n the let t
and prepare.:to -'addnoe band supp'ort the 72nd lInf antsy $rigade, The 2nd
E1ngineers and 131st Machine Gun Battalion will remain 'in their present
positions.

( ) RESERVE, RAitxONS will' be- carried in .haversack. Packs or rolls
will'be piled.in organizations and I'eft'uider 'char'ge of 9ga, adwl
be sent for later. by organization commanders,

Combat trains and rolling kitohbns . l ].fo1low troaops under
ewr of darkness ;and, guides by persoinnel f'urni eked by the).r respective

unit commanders.

Field.,trains u~nder direct'ion of i4 .
Sanitary Trains: The Division Surgeon will hi~ke necessary

preparation for caring for sick and weunded.
other administrative i ruOtico.i5 By G ~l

.PCaD Ivsion - SOMM P
P 7O1glt Br3.gede Present lbcati en
P,0,. 72nd Biad- First position, dugo uts ,North :and West

of crossroads SCHABENKONIG (co.-ordinates
of crossroads, 6814)

* .. - .. *. '-~M 'or.Geereral.

DISTRIBUJTION?- Through Brie and Separate Units.

JWV. .'.4. '



aaEICAL REPORT. OF TOUR IN Lt N OF SE/ETYwKFI RST BRIGAD

1. On October 3rd, .1918, the 36th. Division was b illeted
in, an area halfway bretween BRPERNAY and CHA10N su"-M N,
where it. had tbeen since about..the 28th of September.,. Divis ion
P. C. wa s at POCAITOY; 71st Brigade P, C was. at MATOUGUESr
units, of the brigade in the area. south of IMATOUGUES. ..

~2. On October 5th a warning order received, followed,-
by Field Order No .2 , announced. that the 36thDivisi.on' wa~s
transferred to-the Fourth French, Army (General Goubaud)
In accordance with 'this -order the 71st Brigade ,and a .deta'ch-",
merit of the Vi eld Si1goal Battali on were embussed i n French
trucks, embussing beginning. at '2O;0"o'tclock October 4th ;

Debus'~ing 'atSt PPE$,- was completed ,October. 5th. By: 15:00' o!'clock
that day the troops ire camped north and northeast, of,
STEPPES and. SO1\ 1E-ST~tPPB, Brigade. P.C. at SUIPPBS after noon
October 5th.,This. move was made i:n tWo echelons , the ,truck
train f ivst .taking up the 142nd.I nfantry and 'the. 132nd
machine gun Battalion, and returning for-,'-the -1.4st' Znf'antry dtedt hetfrmteFedSga Btain h il

end combait trains -marched f~ronz tbi ' tUGLtAIS area, 1leaving
a* 10:00 o'clock' October 5th and joining their organization

at 11:00..volock -the, next. day,.-~

3 . Bri- ad .er Gcnera1 .'lvh itwoJth", in oonrmana, of the4
71st Brigade, on reporting t~o Major' General Lej eune ,
commaanding, th9 2nd. Division, at' SO~A -' , P. C. '2nd fivision,

at 35: 00 oftc cko'ctoberth At 20:00 'that; day this ad'anc ed
echelon -off the Divrision .was put at. the 4isppsal of:., th~e 21st
French Arm y Corps (ener .uai in),in wh'ich Corps was the
2nd Division a]6o. At 22:00 01c i 00k tha' 'eve h ing at a °conrference
of General Le jene with General W hitworth and,, hi.s regimental
coztmanders ," General Leja ethe announced tht th 'b 'igade

hdbepuathe- ipsi nofty,2dDesion..s-gresult of, which the'' or an di g Ae4 na D3ivisiarl decided
that the, 71st Brigade would xreltjve lithe 3r d. and 4tH .'.y ,

Brigadesifrom the line the next. night. The 2nd Division agreed
t o s upplyr the, 71st Brigade *vi +h ,1,O0,0,O00 rounds of - cal ib er
.3 0, 4 'hand grenades per man, : V.B. grenade por' wan, and

a supply .of pyrotechnics.° The 71st. Brigade. would take, over tetec a'as n mgn fte.2d'Dvsioa h

Brigade, had.. no animals with 'which to haul up th'eir material.
The 2nd Divi~sion WQ~uid furnish them twenty -f i've (5
trucks. At a conference at Brigadce keadquartez's, endingat
3:00 o' click October .6th, General Whitworth ordered his
Brigade tVt proceed to the vidinity~ of 'AVARIN FAJI midway
between SO,. iN and S0 0?-F1, to arrivre there 'oar16',00 .oweclook

that oqf ternopzz.
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4. The Brigade P.C. was established in a German. dugout on
the f nrward slope of HILL 210, at POINT' 268.7.280.7, on the'
afternoon of October 6th'.This, location was within 1000 meters of
theO front line at that time, but had- good observation. The front
line at t}e .ni of the day was' 500 meters south of ST ETIENNE on
the left, thence 'due eastt for two kilometers, the'rce curving to the-
soth to a point 400 meters north of MEDEAH FARM. The 142nd Infantry
was to relieve the 4th brigade, Marines,, on the left, andthe 141st
Infantry was Yo relieve the 4-14 Brigade, consisting of the 9th and
23rd Infantry,' on the right. It was' arranged that guides would meet
the 7st Brigade that .even ing at SOMME-?'Y, to- lead t hem 'int t
position, but considerable delay was caused by our regimente- not
f inding the guides prromptly, as the latter had sought shelter in dug".
outs to esva ,~-f rem the shelling.' T he relief of the 4th Brigade
by the 142nd Infantry tras completed at 3:00 o'clock, that of the 3rd'
Brigade by the 141st Infantry at 3:20 o'clock. The 23, ',A. Br'igade'
(Brigadier General Bowley.) was .left in line to act as our Divisional
actilVry whip~ we. were- in nine.' Attached t o it was the third, group
of the 341st F ench Artillery (155 Howitzer), and the. 29th Regitment
of mat prized 751 sn(rench)

'0.

5. t uring the, ' y of October 7th there was continual shelling
s1 the 71st Bri ade P.C~ After conference of .the Commanding General.
of the 2nd Division with~ea*era.1 Whitworth and his regimental

and machine gu*t~ battalio'n cat ander sr a .warnzing order for an attack

the next morning pY"the diredtiora it MACHUAJTT inclus ive)--_

CAUROY (exclus ve),_ was issued at 19:45 o~cIdck.O,ctdber 7th. The, 71st
brigade P Q, #3 wras issued at 3030 o'c lo ck on the morning of the t h

Th~e ylst .Brigade P'.0. having been received to hours earlier.

6.The parallel of departure was g ' en in orders as. the road.

ST ETFI-. 'ULbut later. events indicate that the tale~'off

was frinmte line described -in paragraph 4, The. capture of the tin

of STEM=I uE ws ordered to the' be effected by a Battalion of

mrines, which was acting as cwnbat liaison on our left *This battalion

Hof marines was-relieved -on the night October 9410. The 2nd and 3rd

Battalions ;of light tanks (wrench) were attached to ,the 71st ergade
before t he. attack , g i*ing about 25 tanks to each reaginent* Gener .

Whitworth wanted the tanks to precede the infaentry, .tttetn

~@ft0'hinisted that Ithey should follo0V the first 'waves of the

infang'Y, which they did and in whcih position they wer0to kliee

use, aRs triy were soon left behind. It was vary uhf 1~ttoke

lines of sot uniCat on open at this te *n accou, of the road

shelling on the firwar4 ar.ope o0h iladontemA&ra
SC~Af~-?Y Z1~R~ * Dringthe aftetrn and htnigh fOtbr''

enemy iris ntry and machine gun activity was very ih t. ,41th l

brid attackead at 5:15 0 o ok October 8th,wihte1M
gsal riryl.te ih a~the 142nd InfantrY on the 3left, atS1O

echelon~ed in depth. The attack was pr eced by aIor~lf~tbrae

nd was acc~inp0. w~d b oli g brae at a. speed of 100 meterS in

feurin t " which however, started several hundred metersto fa

is t' north.
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due to the; mistake in the parallel of departure, A heavy hostile
counter..preparat.on was put down jus't before "Hi" hour, but did little
harm as our supports had been placed well forward in anticipation of-such
action by the enemy. By 5:t45 o'clock the first wounded and prib'onersl came
in to Brigade P.C. During the attack the froi t lines was advanced. about a
kilometer, to a line just .north of ST EIT~Ni C ETERY-POIN? 52.35-60,
3900 middle of Square 73--POINT 33.34. Our first line had reached the
creek, northeast of ST ,ETIENN 4, but 'had been driven back by counter-,
attack. 'Liais~on was very hard' to maintain. during. the action. Very ex
ag erated report's of casualties ware 'received at Br .gade P .C.. here
was an enemy counter attack on our -r ight, .but, this was repo led 'En emy 's
resistance consisting of artillery and machine guns was very heavy,.4uring
this entire action1.

. The 73rd ;Divisio n (r each) (eneral Lebowq on burlri -ht, was
able to progress, slightly,. Th e otmander of thy Tanks b aerating with the 719,t

, igade and a t at'ank xmibles which 'pposed thein,:.and to a lack .of:
li ison with the intfan Try. Due to a combination of ov r-ienthu'siasm and
lack-of liaLison -with.heunits. Brigade got into- the first tine' during

the' ~ghbh thusl gav ng .~y one line of tr oops between the Sncmy and
'rigade P.. In answerto' arequest 'thre 2zid D~v+.sior' sent' up- one battalion
of the 2nd Engineers in support' bf each regiment,' Ord er'wer e4issued.
from Brigade P'.C. for a reor~ganizati rn to be rake during' tie night 8-9,
The sutmar -of Intelligence of -th'e 2n*Div isign fnnon October 8th to ns n
October /9th, credited the 71st Brigade with, the: capture 'of '381 .prisoners,
including 14 officers .,

8. The 7th Division (French) on the left 'of "the 7 1et>Bri~gade0 was
held upr in its. adviance but eontaet was maintained' at all times. :Combat
liaison was maintained on our right'by 'One, battalion, of the 9th Infantry and
on the Lett .by ab ttlion of marines. Both groups'~ i'tainned at. all tims

c o t c i h ,t e r n h a c t a d e t f a k.9. .L i s t o f c a s u a l t i e s o f t h e ? l s t B r i g a d e o s n n o t b e g i v e n , a s t h e
Br igac a %imen nd air has eat no.t iMe been able to' proeure an' acurate, list ,

10. October 9th was' dent ostly in ,an att'empt 'to :locat~e all units
of the Brigade, as off icerrs were apparently unable to-locate on the' map their
position on. the ground. A eergeant of the 23rd fanr' and seer:t
NO.0' s gf ,tho "2nd Thgi 'iers were ,able .to give, valuable a& istazice. General
Whitworth ordered that 'sketohee of .locations of', all units be submitted
to Brigade PC By 7:00 o'clock October 10th,

11. At about rmidnight October 9-Z0, the 71st Brigade received
win order froms the 2nd Division, to advance their line to include the
is et of t'renhes' 1200' meters north of ST ETIENNE, so as to- protect the

ri~ht flank of. the 11th' Army %rps on'their .left., The line was aria
v'nced to the cree X'northeast. of town, 'but waoe ,von back:' from the
l1atter i position by~HE n a'so~n which .epp calttly preceded a

o.counter atack, , which latter .however never material zed,'At this time,
'5 ;20 o' clock, October loth, the Commanding' General, labt Brigade , put in
one companiy of the lestbattalion ofthi' la th Infaentry to; otr.eigthefl

tthts part of the line. October ::1th at 10:00 ' lock the'.co~m 1d" of the

fl* nsco asd ao ~nrlWlia yhao h 6hivision, At' 13x35 hours October 10th this. Bri.,ade wa.s Mvi~ed by Chief
of St aff that the Fren~ch Division on each flank had I3daced, and thatf this

Brigade should taeubsavne ( 0' Oke ~with the at thi
timeals sttedtha th f~igap.71st). woul.d be relieved as goon as

human effert could do so. Those orders wre i 013U d toy regiments of this

brigade and contact, maintained. with the ee" Very little tvance

however, was made.
JSWd
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ield order No -6, 36th Dirisindated 10 Oct ob er, 14 o'clock weed
receivedwhich' x ered the 72nd' Brigade to, pass through the 71st

Diigade .at 0 o dcock, thuS re? ieving the, l st Brigade from the
ine and 'transf erring them to ,D visional- Reser've:,~ The forward, echeldns

o° th~e 72nd .Brigade passed through th~e. tont ,lirv~ oa the 71st Brigade
somet imne ur ~gthe _n ight .Q-13

* 12. About, 2:Io o'clock October lath received Field Order,
, issued at 23:00 a' cicok, 1Oth October, directing the 72 dBrigadi

tpursue and attack the enemy, operation to sat A9:30 o'cloc k 11th
~)tober. The 71st Brigade, 2nd :Enginieers an~d131st Machine 'Gun Battaliens

were announced as4 1?viiona1 Reserves. The 'oit Brigade did not mak'e
any aivar e, urn the 11th.. This 4day was spent in reor ganizatiJn of its

,nt -to fo ow the. advance of the-72nd Brigado.

13. O6tober l th, t-ec ived Field rder No ~ dated 1.00
o*'cldek October 12th, which ordered the 72nd Brigade to continue the

pursutt beginning at 6:00 o'clock. Tme 'nlt Brigade .as Divisional
I~adquarter~ Reser've was ordered to 'follow a., &n pproraLmte distance
of 4 kilometers. This order was carried- t.

,4, 2'h s brigade b vouaeed otn the banks of' the L1# RE 0URN Rier'
1a1imMozer suth 'of tmnCOUaRT October 12th.,

15~ October' i3th .Received Field. Order No g, which directed
that the 71st 'Brigade take over a part o~f the sector a ong the rivrer
MA.ne , approx met elf j,660. meters east end' West o f ATIG 1Y. The t akin g

over of this sector, eras dcne during 'the night O ctober 13 14. tn

t eking over this sector it relieved part of the 72nd. ( Aerican) Brigade
and the 73rd (French) -Div ision..

16. A message .i usnd at 2:30 o' clock,.O0ctober 24th, ordered Briga

COManers topash~ patrols acroe5 the Rvr oscr .fotn h~r

if'possible and to secure prisoners if isti iablew stroniger detach;

mterts show -exploit tov ,the lirie ALWDotANiUYI
o ewave)

2~ The units of the 71st Brigade were, distribUted as fo low :

the ).41st Info ty had one battalion on the line of resitqPcS 3ust

north of VAX, no battalion in Square91 and o1 a batt ,iota in woods
i.Sqar:8. The 142nd1 Inf antry had.on battali.flonhon~ i10

resistance,. oneC battalion in Square 8 ,. n ~ebttlo f~
reserve on .baniks of creek one kilometer so~uth of flRICQUR~There. .

a Regiment al or Brigade. achine Company wihndc att41IxO.G $4 .
Brigae ?.C' .bothRegimYent lP. C!£+ of t71tF st B ' igad, ai b?

12" ' Feld e rtiliery; were" in VAtJX "

43 t about 26t40 o clbck is me ofthe141t Ifa t h~~~C
six. pris5oners and four" machine hi~s of the 6th lightI .. ,&t
Aegimot, 17th flivis .ofl ituxt ices of a sari

'Twv



These men gave. inf ormat ion that their battalions had only three*
infantry companie'of about 30 men .each, and~that their roU1 ng
kitchens were 20 kilometers north of the riverv'The l42nAIif'antry._
made' three attempts to' cross the. oai^aa this day, but- were'.repulsed by
snipers south of' the river " There was intermittent shelling on VAUX,
and ATrrIGNY.

19. On October 15th the .brigades were ordered to report on what
material there was near the river isuitable for building bridges over
the canal and river~ The 71st 4ri.gad e reported that there w~'e many
felled' trees bbtweeithe canal; and- the 'river and. that there was some
lumber in the neighborhood of' the sugar.f'aotory.

a. October 16th:&There was intern littoilt shelling in A TTIGNY. There
was little a~rt activity .9 Several patrols were turned back by machine
gun fir, A. patrol of, the 142nd infantry however crossed the river half
a kilometer -east of ATTI'GY after dark this day, and= brought back two
prisoners.'.

21. On October 27th, Memorandum No 4 was, is'sued, prescribing. tfour,.
Cap 1ief a for Battalions;, a Battalion relieved f'rom the' front line

would. drop back to reserve,, then to support, .and so on. ;Battalions
in Brigade Reserve were; t-o:be stationed..iki$?AUVRES. Diviaion, Reserves
was to consist of' the 131st Machine Gun Battali on. about. one kilomter
south of ' DI0OUUR~i and one. battalion from each bdgade, one of these

Battalions to- be, in ST R!WAY, the other. in. barra cks .- alf way between ST
RMY and PAURVRES. t achine guns Bulletin No~5 wad issued putting: the
six Regimental and Brigade machine gun companies. on one roster in each
Brigade, only, the one company gn duty with the front :in 'battalio a
of each regiment. to. be under the orders of the Jegimertal Commander,

P..715st Brigade was changed from VAUX to PAU $IRES on account of
shelling in. the latter place. Training Memorandum No~5:was issued
directing that a certain amount of tr ain ing b'e pursuaed by battalions
in reserve.

22. October 18th. Mesa9e ordered that the 71st Brigade to take
over part -of the .72nd Brigade sector by extending its western. boundary

approximately 5600 eters, this, to occur on the night 29 2 . october.

$a in the occupation of our sector 'the troops were not yet es helofl d
in. sufficient depth, Memorandum No 5, October 18th, again prescribeTh
t he 4ivi ion of the sector into outpost, support and reserve zsne .Th

lino of r'esistance was the'2nn as previous 1 nouried;r The Military
treat~ of Hill 167, dear contour. 120 from C1 ArffPEN0IS]E to VAUX and thence

southeast to COULO 5eWjset-MARQ1JENY.

23., October 19th. No activity other than spadznodic shel ln
along 'bmigad% sector. Two enlisted men of. the Second ~taix 4n

Inf'antry ?rieported woundedb? shrapnel.
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24, 'October 29th. Shelling along entire brigade sector, also
in the i~ccanity of' VAUX--CHI{AMAGNE , Patrols sent out from 142nd
Infantry reconnoiter 'cites for bridge crossings; turned back on account
of enemy machine gun f ire and snipersa

25, October 21st, Enemy machine. guns anda snipers' active. Enemy
artillery very active between the hours of l:O0, to3#.30s Villages of
VAUBOURG' and ATTUNY shelled, On this date- a patrol from the 141st Infantry
took apposition 'Just 'suth of the -river where It ;bends furthest to the
n otbh, 'a kilometer east o f ATTIGNY " This -patrol. lgxy in h'iding all day
and returned. after dark bringing information as to the location
of five machirye guns; two light and one heavy battery of ,artillery,
which information was given to the artillery,

6.ctober 2nd « Spasmodic shelling of: front lines poeitions :
Patrol' from 142nd Inf antry ruehed'* by superior f ore .Of enemy who.
wounded .three' of patrol, two Hof wounded being-oaptured, .trer0 received
from 36th Division for a sideslip to the east, in which the 71st
Brigade was to relieve the 73rd Division. The reliefs to 'be made during
the night 22.23.

V.October 23rd1 9t nsiderable enemy machine gut activity, during
the night. Sideslipping as per. orders. of yesterday successfully comp
pleted, Four men wounded and bnd"killed in Third Battalion 142nd Infantry,
and' ono wounded in 241st Infantry. The commnanding general 9~1st Brigade
directed to- prepare plans. for crossing river, and attacking with a first
objective of ALLANI)'HUY-C!4ARBO NE-.ST LAMiBERT-MONT de JEUX!.second-
o bjeot ive EmCORDAY-S UZANNE.

28. October 24th. Heavy machine gun and snipers f ire along.'the
whole irant of the brigade. sector. Artillery activity very light. The
commander 718t' rigade directed to prepar'e plans for the occupation
of. FOREST FARM, to take place on 'night 26.27, and to submit said plais
by noon October 25th.

2,' October- 25th . Very; little infantry activity. Artillery
activity increased;..Our patrols very ;active securing informoation relative
to FOREST FARM and 'RfAMCHE-du-FOREST,.

30,: October.26th. Infant~ry and. machine gun activity of. enemy
somewhat decreased, Enemy artillery fairly active as a result of the
splashing of must'and gas shells~ cat sed 30 casualties, and two from
inhaling, total 33. Patrols very active securing information for
attack night October 27th.

31. ,At 16=30 o'clocon the 27th, ,the 71st Brigade executed
successfully its attack on FOREST FAjRM 4 The attack was made by one
battalion of each regiment,."Parallel of departure', theroad ATTIGNY-
ROcHE.road running east to river, was left at 16:30. A large 'con-
dentration of artillery, made 20 minute' preparation, followed by a'
rolling barrage, the objecejte, POINT 3722-FOREST FARMx4.-POINT 6211, was reach-
ed in a little over hall an hour and immediately organized. Fatrol5
advanced and clearid up most of the ground between the objective
and RILLY'-aux-OIGE. Detailed report of this operation attached. This night
the support 'and reserve battalions of the 141st and 142nd Infantries
were relieved by the 22nd Division (French).

32. October 28th. Command of the sector passed to the COmnmar ding
General 22.nd ' ivision at 8.00 o' clock. The 71st brigade P,C, and
Headquarters were relieved and moved to SOMM-PY.

3w
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33. October 29th. Front line battalions of the 71st brigade-.
were relleved on the-ight-28th-29th October, thus completing

the. r ligfg@*;the, entire Br igado.

34, During the entire operations ofr this Brigade, 'relationis
between the French units~ and~m brigade wtaWt of the best'. Rem'
presentatives from the 23rd Division personally visited may P?,and gave
me at all times irnformat ion as to their movement e. The French Divisions
on our left did .likew, se to the Commanding Officer of the 142nd Infan~try.

1 3 . Y do not fLel that my brigade" played any important part' over

that-of thre -French during the operation of -October 8th, but as to the
Operation of FOS1?1A)U, personally I feel that the French Division
that occupied thi. sdcor p*ior to the time that we sideslipped, could4
hay eas easily taken this posit ion. as we did, and from the results of thus
c peratioa, I f eel that this Drigade played a far morea important part thadid
the. Fr each . The French had moade at I at one attack on this position
and had. failed to, take it..

36, As t o her slat ive .etffici enty of. our t r o&pu conpared to those
with whom we v*~'e serving, I will say 'that I did nd y have a chance
teooserve them work ecept-fromn the viewpoint of results attai'ned,
tLhe STW1'MEND~ fight was the fi.rst time that my brigade was under fire

and they went in ;and relieved a, unit at night under heavy shiell fire
and modde th~e attack forthe first tinse: It was a f set that our right

fI anI advanced farther t-thn the French and our liaison combat group

(l~ battali.o4 9th. Inf antry) had toprotec*4 our exposed flank due to f aflurs

of French ta' advance., I do not believe that the resistance the French

met was stiffer than what we encountered. In this instance our, green

troops showed up better than theirs A~ thee FIT3T FAiWad ine the
Vicinity ot ATTIGNY I think our troops, afterhaig hdtee
p erience at S T ZSN were. better than the French.

3 7 Therm- were do real -difficulties which arose due to et3r

ciff erenee of language except email things and the loss of time speti

y sr. .f interpreters Which were liberally turnit'h.

P , W 3twort h

Jai' Brigadier, General,
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Uoe. Jpon, withdrawal f'romi the Blanc Miont sector ,the Second'YI visi on

Moved easy stages ic the Viden y..Bouq1 ..veuve )es reianor iof :ia-lons".su ane where" it was held as Yourth Awy (;e'rendi reservie,The:101rth Br gads as placed at the d3 sposal of the Ninth A C. A Ca2~(~renh) Otobe 19t, and onQctobe ' 21st ,e.t teora'jto2''
liee te 7L Dvison frech) in the re ion of Atgy res'other~l~e' wrecoi~ enaded the n s t of the 21st, end. the Brigadewas :returned to the Second fDiv sio 0 wh ch h.bdr rlev4fromaduty

wihth ' .Wrenth Array and assined tt he rl ?XFirst :A rican Arm~y,

Move ent: to 'the First .Ar r frontiwas started on .October 22d.The Divi si'on passed through St. Meu ehould.1lessIslettes and the ArgonneForest , concentrating In and a round, . rmont + It Waii " part of' the FifthiArmy Sores, c z~andedi by Ma or..GenejralSuzrer.,

The Second Engineers and. Second ,Field ,Ar1llery. Brigade werenot relieved from duty with the .36th lI ision until Octobeir 3th-"2$t b1 'ey. had been fighting: for ?7successive days eand when relieved to : re:.Join the Second, Div ision "had to ,tra1e1 90 ~ki ometers, ;the> greater partof~ the distaice under fire, an. two day, in order to support' the Di v s onias~ the great attack which was to be lanched: pan November let e' accm1liehed this tremex4uosly dif'ficutlt tank :nd ~at- H4 hours (2:;3O AM),November 1st~, all the batteries of ;the brigade were ir position andfiring, and, wi ecutting p atogs from the Engineers were with *tll theattar king comap nieh of infantry,

November. let:, at: :30 Ath e #zivispan attacke on a front offour kilt eters, haring. as initial objectives the toiwns of St. Georgeand I ancdres~.et..St }, George and t1 e Bolas zoi s,: these ,tbtree cointsConstituting the. prinicipal cents is of wcesi stance in 5t1e powerful pos -tos lknwn asthe IKreimheld Stepaung.die. attack was ~oddb whours,,o f preparxatory fire, delivered b tree bri gadeas of field .crt i:llevy ,-the, First, Second and: Sizty~4eve th, ad by -sevreral heavy batteries of~corps and army artillery, ae, Second Dlvi sion was in line with the E ht-.Seth Di visol n on its left and Eighty.n:Inth on Its right,

CNIlbn d



Previous attacks had revealed the strength of the German
positions, particularly in the neigh~boxthood of Lantdreaetb.St. George
and St. George. The enem~y was occupyinig strongly fottified trenches
and hadL fought desperately to hold theca. The difficulties of the
attack were fully appreciated by the entire Division; in fact
It wrs expected that the fight would be even more bitter than the battle
of Blanc Mvont,

Everythinzg possible to assure success was done. The artillery
concentration~ was tremendous, greater than. in' any other drive in whichtheDivi sion "had participated. The barrage was to be intensified by i n«"
direct fire from several battalionis' of machine guns, machine gun
nests wer'e to be deluged with hi i~eplosive from the artillery and
phohous bosb fromi trench mor ars, acnd a large number of Ameri canes
roamed. tanks were to support the attac,: All plans were worked with the
utmost care and were -thoroughly derstocd by everybody. Reconnaissane
had been thorogh and all off icers were fam l iar wiith the terrain over
whinh they were to advance'

Complet ing the relieof of the ?d y- 4econd Divisi1on on the night
of October 3lst4Tovember let, the infantry. we raents~rof the second
Dliiion were In position , at the 3umnpoff: line at 82M~, 1ovember 1st.
Thy '7o th Brigade, w~bthte Ffth Reg ment , Marines on the right and
the 5i 4h Iri es on the left,}. M d .off cn. an east and west line one
1lometer s path of t . e erge , start ing on; a front, of, two U!ilomet ers.

The i 1nth Infantry supported the Marines.. The Twenty-third Infant ry,with
two batty i~nsin line, u ed off oan a zort eaet'..sut ]West ,ine in'
front of Cote zo deciaoi1on, abut on~ ki lormeters south of Lanres" t~
St, George. Te mission of the Twenty .third ;was the. capture of: Landres'.
et.t.org ~i t is :: os and 01s de, l'pasae,advancizig three ki l meter
tb th li ne bf t efirst objective, ,wer±e it'would be pinched, off
between the Fifth - e'ine eand Eighty1.nith 2ivisi one, whose. lines
converso., ,'on ;the fi rot objectiee,

The. attack developed cisely as pl ae, the infantry..follow-
ing the barrage and holding' the rerction perfectly, in spite of an
extremely .dense fog. St #,Gokge ,.and.: ndres,-et- St, GeoWe were captured
in. less than,. an hour: and the attack paid dcLswiftly to .the Iheig hts of

krni court Ie ei stand in the ,B016 des gzos was ye ry stubborn, the
enemy mac ins g ners and artillerymen ''i ting; bravely until they

Wvere killed . At ' ? 3 AM, the wood was completely cleared of the eneuiat.
Oever had the 4mtry of the seoond Division advanced behind a bara e 0

such- wonderful precision and deadly-ef fect:' S &dserOvicewas ran
dlbzed by, the; tankj, not only in the reduotionof strong itsbtlo

*ithe daptare of enemy batteries.

At 8:30 AM, the fivision had, gained its first ob~etiw, exactly
oz schedule. The IEighty-ninth,, swirkg~ng forward with. similar dash, had
coo~nvorged with the- Fifth Uarines an,° at, 9 AMV, the advance Wa resumes..

After passing. the first, objective line the Marine Brigade , eotor,
ways widened to three 4 lori etere and £nclUded t he towns o f Landr vi~e ,
dhiennery anid Bayonvi Ile. The 4rines 'ecountered little' serio s resi s
tance after. passing the Freya ,Stellung, ezceyt at Landreville arnd 1Ull
289, Those two -points weres stoutly held,~ but they were quickly over run,
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At 2:630 ~ the 'ovtBr~igade- had reached. its final object i e
and strong patrols were .pushing. through the, Bole_ do' 1a Poleo to the ex-
ploitation ldine , . ners y resistance in 'the r~olie roods proved: to be :ore
sub stanit ialtHan expaect ed. Fre, from machine .g Land- artillerywas
heavy, and from stateriient s of prilsoners it was learned that fresh
troops had been thrown* in to opppse the advance, go attempt was wadie
to advance the line beyond the *W ob ject ive on she night of November
let.

During the' day)..Novemfber 2d, the'I1dird. Brigade .took over the
front line arid tbht night; advanced the line to ,tea ouart Pa'sse roadL,
advancing three kilometers, This adva~t a was te first of .a series of
night inriivez s which were oarriedc out *ith :nsrpassed audacity' and
skill, The Ninth and ''wenty 4 leird 1eg b.ents, aerch ing in reguar
advance Ourd, fon ationstole ilex t y through the :Box s deo =1 Fli e
gain ixi a position. in rear of Doche -batteries which were still firing
iin4 ayonvilis Srma1 . perti~es of intrepi d scouts preceded :the colum~ns,
di song of the Boch:e sentries with such quiet efcncy ttthrai
bb *yoof the enemy remained in' coplete,i.gnoranue of ' their pred c Le 1t
until, the next morniing, when. they were. captured 'on their way to breakfast,
May of therig running into I the' rear gir~ds of 'the inth ad Twenty-third
fled. back towards, their .support front line, only to'encozit-er the Marines
advancing in support,

Fosse and Nouart were.ropped up at daybreak and. Thi1~rd
Brigade continued its. advance .towards: the Bbi de -elval, An advanrce
of nearly four kilometers was" effected, and at noontime,. lovembef 3di,
the two regim~ents were digging in on a line runing suthact frona Vaux.
en a eulet to le { -arpey Bas,. In twelve hours the brigade bad yaee
tra~edi the enemy line to a depth of six .idlometers, accompli hing t is
with very little. artillery support and with -slight casualties. 14e:Engn-n..atleyhd ;be acxd zd etoe ihtem

arifle and auxiliary, armis alone,

tpto t pis time the at tack had been resisted by 'seven Gerrnan
ivis841one, the 15th Bavarian Di vi oil.,and th e lath,28th, 31st~ 41st,

524 and 88th Divi iozis;. Prisoners free all of these organizatiOt s had
been so disputed as to lose all integrity. of organizations, ' ocr plete
collapse of' the' German~ forces west of the Meuse apeared imm inent.

On November 3d , oweve , the enemy re si stance stiffenesd
considerably, particularly in th : southern edge of t he zoie de Belval.
Several small counter-attacks weze launched against the Third igade
and the Roche batteries opened ,very heavy harassing fire, It was
apparent that , unless.. the Bois de "Balval could be see zed by 4 maneuver
similar to the one of the pre edi~og igL, the capture of the woods would
involve very heavy fight Ing.Acco-rd"ng;ly t'he Third Brig;ade wasa ordered
to continue the advance,

Iediately after .dark .1xe triops' sa.ted forwadetoyx
the tactics which had succeeded so remark~ably the night before. With.
the Ninth Infantry leading the entire brigade marchd along the

Baum~ont road. The night was very dark and a 'heavy Vain was falling,
mna ,ng it fairly easy to slip through without being observed, and al01l
enemy sentries were quietly rendered "hors de comibs &" before they
could give the alarmn. No reasistanice was encountered ut i l the advance
guard reached the la Forge' Feme., This was cleared Lafter a few ninuies
of sharp fighting and the colsn. moved rapidly forwa.rd.
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At U1 PM NSovemxber 3d the advance units of the Ninth were firmly estab-.
lished in the northern edge of the Bois du. Sort Gerache, with their
P104 located in the main building of Is T uilerie Fezrne, where, less
than one hour' before, a German division cozmnander and hi s staff had
been drawing up plans for resiating the attack which they. expected
the Aeri cans to make' the following day. The. Twenty-'hi rd ha~d a
Similar ,exerienoe at Beaunej our' 'ecapturing: the. gonrl: c ~ .
&itomobile, but znot .1iO general., At; daybreak, ' Novem1ber 4th', the third
Birlgade wa.;holdxng, :the line of heights' less, than 'two kilometera south
of .. oa inpzit,

Whl he Third .Brigade was mzovieng on Beaumot, the Fifth
Marinesa trtack off through the Bole 4 2~eulet and avanced up to the
Farm deBelle Tour, establishing liai ean with the Ninth infantry andl~
str'etchingig'n a0suthea~st rly diweoti ~r zoi the Foret do Dioulet to
_9=6 0, with ,,the. 89th Di vi si on, Tus., -Ohthe evening of 'November 4th 'the
?ivisi on :was bolding a line ,of six kilometers, runsing southeast -from a

)p$nt one :ki lometer west ;anohrthi of. &%-116900cMW )sme C as lti as
during t ,e:. day h~ad. been " eaver than ori any day since November' let.
German ,batteries and maohine g sot 'and north of Beaxu1ont malutainod
terrific fire: all da r long and their batteries maBsedon the heights
*19t of the Aens. were able. to fire with. deadly accuracy. :Reports 'ins
dioate4, however, that:. the' German forces were retreating across the
M~euse: with all poessibls speed, and.on the night of November. 4th the
~wenty~thir& Infantry .sap4rogged the Ninth Infantry and pushed on
towards the river,~0One battalion moved st r+ 4ght east to, the Bois do 3.&
'ache and the, snort ; to Letanne, Aniother battali on seiszed the height s
east and northeast of Beaumont, the colrL~n striking S "arely into, and.
scattering widely, a coldm of Germ infantry marching out of Bea nont,:
Letanme; and Beaumont. were mopped up _at daybreak 'Novenb er 5th and nearly
two hund red prisoners captured. Patrols -from Twenty Uthird 'infantry and
Fi1fth marinese reconnoitered the t,2euae -,ro Pouilly to a point two
kilometers north of Letanne, .finding that the Germans had destroyed; 44ll
the bridges and. were ,holding. strongly ,on die east balk of tho river,.

The Ninth ,infantry. made another jumP on the 'n gh t of Nov~ember
5th -6th ,slipping throu hthe. Rohe ,lines to la Sartelle F AMi in* the
Bols e dIlRospi ce, the Bois de Fond. de; I3Zon and. Villemoentry, a dv Ane
of five kilometers. Very litt le resi stance was encountered, the. movre
being' undertaken.;.largel4y16i :the protact Ion of the xighV-f lank of the
N6th ifantry.: f the ist Di vi s o4'Thi s regime t passed hrou ithe
Second Division lilies that nighty striking i n ort iz'ly di ection
towards sdan,

Proof November 6th to November 310th the activity off the Division
was 14lted to. a _vigorous patro lllr o :the M~euse and the preparations
for the crsing of the river, :The town of LA Peubourg. (Mourcn)} was
ooaxupied,

THEl CROSSING OF TECRI!UF~

A, crossing of~ the M~euse was ordered for the night of Nlovemnber,
l0th.lth' The at'tick order called f'or a crossing near ' hlouX~on and onue
near Letazine arnd placed the cornndWng general of the Fourth Brigade
in charge of. the operations, .with. the following special troops at his
disposal;

O'dL/brarnd ., : -.



Fourth Machine- Gun BUttai ..
Comnpanies A and B of. the Secon Engineers, aug *ite4 by

Cocanies.C and :N of the. Ninth, Infantry.

Company ,D of" the First GasRegimento.al available, artillery.
All available signal. troops.
one regiment was to cross in the vicin~ity of Mouzon and one

battalion, together with one battalion from 04d 89th Division, was to
cr'oss. inth vicinity of Letanr~i hero lour was to "b~e 8f The sixt~h
D rivep*s ith the third battalion of the. Fifth t arineo, -were designated
as the Uouson farce, and thea first battalion of the Fifth'Mar nee, as the
Letazme 1foerce.° Later i t de vle 4 d that the battalion from the 89th

.Division w#uid.not arrive in .time to be properlyinstructed, anid the
second battalion, of. the. Fifth: Mari nes was sustittzted onstoe' Letew
force:. 4

5o vie= .csie to the dramatic last fight of the second Division
in the great war. Historians will record it a~s but one- of the countless
minor feats -of skill. -and. daring, and yet alreadyr have our °best story.
writers.im rortalized this crossing of I.Ahe Meuse. The difficulties
of the -;taskc. t hat . coif r oxited. thi s al l band. of Yanks when the end o±'
the hell.-fight, was .alm~ost at hand,' mad the situation peculiarly tragic
and Ljeroic, Probably never Vetere had :any uits of the Second Division
faced a few hours so full of vital consequencees.

*The' onus .;of this : last ..exploi t fell upon 'tlhe shoulders of
the -two. companies of,''the Engineers . The problem wasg:the constrction
and maintenance of.::bzidges. across : the Mouse; Given the mieans of :croasii ,
the, river and of maintaining a line, of cor==tication' rearward and 'twwag
just a- nasty job for the intrepid Wrinee.= The' Meuse wa beantifial
whisapering stream; it has' been called,::but, for military pu.~rposes t
a, r Qot effective :obstacle, sixty ysaxds fof water .too deep toa*ford 4 ad to
be bridged # while the rocky s lopes' of the far ,.side swarmed, with fear-
full y eorert m chilne gunnYers and the wooded heights yn, which
commanded, the viley, hid the countless batteries loft anenewy at ball'.

The telling of. the story is sirp3eif elaeotted~a
of preparation,,-.A. Mere mention will ±do. of the beat~s and dri l s $n t o
champagne :sector that gave, the, Engineers. two companies of: footbridge

buil.ders..for. they do not just Lappen-of .the construction of the :raft
sect ions It Bed' nt ,.six kilometers back of the, river, of: the trans-
porting- of these' sectj~n~s by wagon train. on the evening of :November 10th
to within 400©yards of, the: water~s edge-}how th e "Mule Sk nners" bleseed
the fog ihat had settled protect ingly 'over the vlley-bu t xfgr that Point,
well.-.he work of assemnbling had hardly bgun on'the flat by the river
side when a suspicious Heinie sent up }aracket and the firework~ started,

Tie 'Huns irediately. laid down a violent counter..artillery
ands machine gun barrage along th(3 ent pre river front, Their fire near
Mouzon was part icular ly deadly , id blotted. out all1 at terupt s t o throw
bridges across, Continued efforts were made by the Engineers throughout
the night, but the bridges were destro;Ted by direct hits from the enem~y
artillery as fast as they were put dow.:, and the Mouzon force returned
t o its original position in the Boisdid,-Ford..de..Limon before Jaiw i.
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The Letar ai force was more fortunate. Heinle had only a
suepiciom,no definite knowledge or clew, and so the fire was con-'
centrated, not on the river anid flat, but upon a roadgay that paralleled
the flat near the point chosen for the bridge sites, and oii the area
XeadIn* to the roadway, This made the appr'oach of the Marines .exceeding1ly
bitter, bu~t saved the bridges",t~:

Mhen the firsat Marines filed silently out. on :the flat, .they
found two comp leted footborild es, a dry dock as it wer'e, resting perpeni.
dicalar to the wat~eryf edge,' They were 'oine two, hund~red "yards apart.
On each side of each bridge crou~ed .a: line of tense figures, Laaiting
the signal for the launching. ,the, sect~ons .were a1 . securely lashed to.'.
gether, and the. last. deteil ha~d been caref lly Arranged,

.} . k! The signa l tf o llo.wed .the appearance of the$ first Mari &ie' and . hi s
wo©rd that all, was .well , and ,the knreling figures areas o eth er and
rs arched-: toward, the water "As ,:".ni , s rt a tredk~t& tra.9e
released his-h o Id anid, turning to. the right,:anid le t. iepeindiztg on hiss,,- , of the3 bridge . 4tted to s]lter, ero~ani j aid bta tahdto
the foremost raft anid anchored -the bridge, against- bb'ciirrent o ne mlr
rode t he;leading raft to make It, fast to the -further shore,, reet l
and. with cla c.'l1ike precision until the frail structure had reached! mid,*
stream,. The machine gun. bullets .-still 'sang, ha mlessly overhiead,

*Then a. lashing snapped and. oe -bridge ,.thraeatened t o close like a
::,ackknmife. The ,lone anchor man. was pulled into the. stream anti a .catas-

:, K,_trop e: was sr nent, ~ this: crisis. the: resourceful -sergeant in charge
pulled a spare lashing : from somewhere about his,, person, '^'ushed out on
the *steady span and reppkred the 'bresk, The bridge aain moved forward
with only four mrinutes lost "by the accident,

These. four minutes, plus the additio l not se" caused by the break
and itis repair", , was,- however, al1 the -warning. needed by a vi~ilant ']3oche
patrol,: and .no soo er sad .t fe bridge been made fast on the eniema shore than
it was covered..by. ,n impssible machine gun fire,

o No arz ng: incident 'befell the work of the second bridge- gang~,
and. seven .m nutes after the' launi ing- a recordtrame-.. thin line of
M arines had started over .i t undletect ed,' Probably the discovery. of the
fi~re.t 'bridge wtas in reality an aid tothe -enterpri se, for the "Leatherneoks

" ha.. surprised and silenced all of the '3oche in the irnediate area before
they became aware of the second bridge,

Two: battali ons- of the FPifth Marines were on the east bank at
11:303 PM, They iumediate ly started to advance, through the Bois diAlma
Giors, cleaning up ,ma hine gun nests, Strong res, stance held them until
daylight, Then, with a battalion. of tie -Ninth Infantry following in
support , they advanced through the Bois d' Alma Gi'gors and the Boas de
Flaviers, and at .10 AMl November 11thhad gai ed. their objectivesxez'
ploitation. patrols started forward, but: were recalled when instructions
to' cease firing -at 11AM were: receiv'ed,
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Betweeni November 1st and November 11th, the Second: Division~
advancedL 32 kilometers, capturing St. Georges, Landres-et-.St, George,
Ladr~zevi lie, Chennery, Beyonvi lie, Posse , Nouart, Beaiznont , Letanne
and Videmontry, winding up with a brilliant Crossing of the Meuse~
One thousand seven hundred and twelve prisoners, from ten enemy
divisions were captured. The Nsovember let advance of nine kilometers
through enemy positions,. heretofore considered impregnable, was a
remarkable exploit, For the first time during the war the Cepraa11 Eigh
Comma~and admitted officially that their lines had been broken,

Weather conditions made the advance difficult andc the r~n
suffered many Tardships ini the. rapid movements in cold rain over roads
bhat were quagmires of~ thick mud, The night maineuvers were especially-
trying and. a large number of men were 'evacuatd sick,.1Rationi wagons andL
kitchens could not keep up and the troops during the first six days
subsisted largely on their iron rations end food which they captured
from the Germans. Losses durinig the eleven' days, I\overaber lst..lltli,
were 3,233,,
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Report of
. Se (ember 'r' 26 x:18 «- _

6oiff ' Repot.

Heavy ; artillery bombardment directed against left flank of first
army Groups Py and Perthes, and: lively harassing fire on ARGONNE Grbup,
commencing at 11 P.M.

Local gas attacks.. Range Pf bombardment northwards; southern
ETIENNE-M0NTH0 IS SENUE and 1SUc (station). Bombardment intensified. towards
morning,'. eipesia1y against Groups Py and Perches..Enemy artillery

concentrated in Souain-Perthes sector,#'

Ye terdaye'report of ;enemy pctikvities towed: no noticeable traffic
on roads, moderate railroad traffic from.ST. DZIER 'ester&y and southerly
no recognizable main directiAn; atatiori ST. DIZIER unusually full. Two new
aviation bases to, north and south of ST, QUEN, 21 sheds and aerial ac

tivity) Between COMBLES add TREMONT, southwest of BAR-LECODUC, new

aviation field with 10 sheds, Americans observed on evening of Sept. 25th

seemingly near the heavy mortar emplacerment at VAUQUOIS in front of Tiefland

Division.

Afternoon Report

Attack by enemy infantry at 10 A.M. after 13. hours of artillery
preparation. Attack directed against Groups Py and Perthes and against left

flank of ARGONNE Groups with the assistance of numeirous tanksand a , r q uad-
rons.

The 2nd and' 9th - Line Divisions and the 76thReserve Divisionw were

only partially engaged.

Results on front line..(1 P PM) 200th and 7th Infantry Divisions:

On main line of resistance, Bavarian Ersatz Division forced back into and

behind Perthes-Poaition. Counter-attack under way. 42nd Division forced
back behind BUTTE de TAHURE-north edge "of TAHURE.,103rd Infantry Division
is holding most of the main line' of resistance #1 i bending back from there to

the west of RIPONT' -and west' and north of FONTAINE. -9th Landwehr Division
still in front line north of tERNAY-north edge of BOIS de VILLE, also 76th
Reserve- and 2nd.Landwehr Divisions.

On the left flank-2nd Landwehr Division front, line bends back from
the east .side of the ARGONNE to main line of resist.nce' II near MONTBLAIN-

VILLE, then'via CHARPENTRIY (south edge) EP0I ONVLLE, there connecting
with the' Fifth Army.

Evening Report,

Inthe afternoon renewed powerful attacks:, supported by tanks,
against the whole front of Group Py. They were .repulsed in counter-attack

by the'200th and 7th Infantry Divisions. The Bavarian Ersatz Division re-

tired to the Perthes-Position, large parts of it behind this position.

Groups Perthee, owing to the pressure' against both flanks of 103rd
Division, had to retire across the DORMOISE. The 42nd Infantry Division
was-forced back to main line of resistance II by enemy. who attacked the Pe:

thea-Position, after renewed artillery preparation, with the support of 60

tanks. The right wing of the 103rd Infantry Division. 202nd Infantry.

Division, 9th Landwehr Division, 76th Reserve Division, and 2nd Landwehr

Division remained in position reported this afternoon.. 9th Landwehr Division

repulsed repeated local attackcs -north Of CERNAY.. In the evening, on the

left flank of the ARGONNE Groups, the enemy, supported by tanks.,. forced

his way up the'AIRE VALLEY as far as BAULN ', Counter-attack under way. Con-

tact maintained within army. and with.the let and 5th armies,
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1:30 P.M. : Ar; attack in force, heavy boznbardm ent d ir etead
against' the inside flanks of,-y fid' Perthies -Groupe. q'uadroie of over' 100
aeroplan'es ".f l ingin close order, Aproximately 60 bombs' dropped
on -Group" Py alone.. Three aroplanes shot down. Sixteen . balloons (enemy)
on army front',. .of which five. were. shot down. Four -of our balloons shot
down.

Aeroplane observations': Troops unloading at BUYSBY L2 CHATEAU.
Strong occupation. at. HURLUSm LAVALMAFFECOURT and MO IREMONTIN in the:
afternoon,:

3 P.M. Truck trains on way frame M EH0ULD. to BERZIEtJX! and f rom
C0URTEM0NT to'MaAJOURT. No other-road traffic observed.

* Army counts upon continuance of attack on its whole. front.

* From .6:40 P.M. on, .renewed heavy 'artillery fire ,directed at
middle of Py Group.

Newly determined from prisoner's 15l4th Division and 77th Amei-
can .U vision. Confirmed l61st, 22nd and, let Cuirassier tbivision4

Semnl, ny mrcn ato"ASWs ~ tASV9 1 1Frenich Divisions at eacked, .10 %'12 tose divisions are expected in the
oecond: attack. 185 prisoners taken to ,d'ate,'

* To, the third Ar my!

* The . nem y attacked the f ront of. the lbt and. 3rd armies- today
With overwhelmingly superior forces.

Leaders and- troops have again shown that their' spirit is not
dismay.ed, by- the supdrior forces of the ene±nyt The enemy did not reach
hie go al. Your devotiaon. to duty and spirit of sacrifice* brought his
attack td a et ndstill.. The first hard day has been weathered. We mast
count:,Can f urther fighting.' After what you have 'accomplished today, you
can face any further " torme with full confidence and f~ull trust in your
strength.

*The Fatherland; and the whole world is watching the fight'
in the CHiAMAGWE. The enemy ,cannot breakthrough if every' leader and'
every man ~hoade .hiesplace 'to, the last. That is our'duty. -- This com ~d
is to i published at once,

William Crown Prince.

Septem ber 27, 1918.

Morning Report.

Heights. of BAULNY retaken by counterattack in the evening,,
Night quiet, in general, only harassing artillery-fire. -A.uFire in
front of, ?y group, n inner flanks :of Perthes= and AISNE'-groups and- on
2nd Landwehr Division o f ARGONNE Gro8p intensified. No enemy attacks
as yet reported,

During the night, aeroplane :activity along railroads as far al
CHARIZVILLE - SEDAN. Pew boinh0 were dropped.
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Afternoon Report.~t

According to captured maps and prisoners' staBements, the. goal
of the enemy attack of yesterday morning seems to have been. a line thru
AUBERIVEheights north bf ST. MARIE-a-PY heights north of SOMdMEPY,.
northeast in'the'. general diredtion of C{AL ERANGE. In the afternoon,
evening or this morning (27th) ,he divisions in the second line should
take position with left flank extending toward BETHINIVILLE. RST
ETINNE and the 'attack. should be carried to the northwest, thus opening
up the heights, of 1ORONVILLERS. Plan shown on.themap. This plan failed
in spite of the use of many tanks and numerous divisions * west of the
AISNE at least .2 divisions attacking. According' to prisoners' statements
and our own intelligence reports, strong reserves (about 8.10 divisions)
massed against our. right f .ank .are still to be reckoned with;

According to- prisoners' statenerrts, the enemy 'suffered heavy
losses,- especially by machine-gun fire, Many tanks were destioye4 In
front of.the 4th Grenadier' Regiment alone, 26 destroyed tanks are said
to ibe lying, 12 are in front of Infantry. Regiment 26 ,Up to the
present time, only- these figures have been reported from certain sector8e

East of the ARGONNE, at least 4 American divisions in front of
the let Guard Division, 2 of'these in thefirst and 2 in the Cid nd line
(Reserves).

The small' use of battle planes and failure of. the heaviest
flat-trajector y fire are noteworthy.

Enemy' renewed his attack against the whole front of Groups
Pr and Perthes, using gresh troops:and numerous tanks on the morning
of September 27th. The attack against the 200th and the right flank of
thei7th Infantry Division was repulsed although some ground was lost.
Cente -r and ,left flank of the 7th Division were forced back against
railroad' east of SO ME-PYc the left flank of the 15th Savarian Division
even across this ine, Powerful'tank attaches here. 103rd Infantry
Division lest main line o$ resistance 2 east of BRE'TEMRST so that the
enemy was able to advance as far as KUENIGSBERG. 42nd Infantry Division
was forced back by out±flanking attack; it was able, however, to hold the
ground southwest of MANRE._

Counter attacks by the 200th and 7th Infantry Divisions re-
gained parts- of the lost grounds. Counter.attacks by the.3rd Guard
Infantry Division, 42nd Division, Assault attalion 2 and by parts of
the 4.5th Reserve Division, for retaking main line of resistance, 2, under
way. The 202nd Division repulsed powerful attacks,,. against the heights
north of FONTAIN'E. Group- AISNE, little activity. At ' CERNAY, an attack
of the 14th: French Division seems to be in preparation ,(newly learnt from
prisoners). Division Hochwald, fighting 'in "No Man's Land' only.

East of ARCONNE, .enemy attacking since 10.00 A,M4 est of AIRE
RIVER and in the AIRE VALLY,. ttack against line CHARPENTRY'ECLISFQN"-
TAINE is expected.

Owing t0 the fog and cloudy weather, little activity of
aeroplanes and balloons....

According to intelligence reports, 2 new corps headquarters
have been aste.blished between the 4th and 21st and the 219et 'and 8th
French Army Corps,
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Evening Report,

In' Group Py, the 200th and 7th Infantry Divisions have repulsed
repeated powerful attacks sv.pported'by' tanks. Counterattack of. the 3rd
Guard Infantry Division and 15th Bavarian Division'retook the Engel-
brachten ,Heights-, but in the evening they were forced back as far as road
SOMME-PY -AURE by a renewed attack supported by tanks, Counter-attack
ordered for September 28th.

Group Perthe's. took KOENIGSBERG and north side of BREITFIRST
by counter-attack. At'present,- 202nd' Division is still engaged in fighting
on the heights north of FONTAINE. Left flank forced back to the road
FONTAINE- BOUCRONVILLE - 'Counter'-atack under way.,

Powerful attacks against.9th Landwehr Division west of the AISNE

were repulsed, likewise a local attack again'st the left flank ofthe 76th
geserve Division.

In the afternoon, enemy attacked the left flank of Tief land

Division in force, supported by tanks, After an.initial muccess, the attackh

was stopped by counter--attacks, As it.grew dark, a renewed attack was

under way. Situation still. undertain,

Aeroplane activity in the- afternoon, Strong sq uadrons of. bombing

planes once 'more took part -ir.the combat on the grqund: On Sept. 26th

eleven enemy planes; today, Sept, 27th, two enemy'observation balloons

were shot down.

In the afternoon, little traffic tack'of enemy. lines and in

front of Group Py-and °Perthes; Until dark,. lively.traff is in the. direction
of the front of Tieflsand Sector.;

According to Intelligence reports, 10 divisions were engaged in
Sector ST'HILAIBE. MASSIGES. .Newly aseertained from pr isoners, 74th
Division at CERNAY, 76th American. Division east of the AISNE, 91st and
28th American Divisions in front of Tiefland

September 28, 19c..

Morning Report..

* Group Py was forced back to the MARIE A PY-SOMMErPy road' by
repeated tank attacke which were continued: 'until 'evening', 'The 200th and

7th Infantry' Divisions, which offered' an' her6&arresietance, suceeded in
'holding the position on the'right flank'north of main line of resistance
1, and'farther ' east to the south edge' of Py-Valle y. During these combats,

the let Battery of 'ield Artillery Regiment 40 (Lieut. Keibel4 destroyed
73'tanks; 9th Battery., Field Artillery Regiment 40 (Corporal Thele})2 tanks;
Beginning at 6,.A.M,, a renewed tank attack took place on 'the whole front

of the group after heavy'artillery fire throughout the night, under "cover
of smoke screens in the ?y-Valley and on the eastern.heights. It was re-*
pulsed by artillery fire and counter attack, Counter-attack against SOMME-

?y, into-which the enemy forced his way, still under way,

Yesterday afternoo'n, Group Perthes'repulsed an 'attack aginst

it's right.' f lank1 Enemy suffered heavy looses. During an enemy drive which
was carried out against the 103rd Infantry Division this morning .KOENIPS-

BERG ,was temporarily lost, but 'it was regained by a oounte'r-ttack« The . .
enemy sto ned the p&eition of the 9th Landwehr Division four'times, but was
always repulsed with heavy losses. At the same time, the 76th Reserve
Division was fighting in '."o Man's Land".

Beginning at 4:30 A.M,, concentrated artillery fire on L'ECHELLE
and CERNAY wods, An attack seems to be in preparation there.
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In accordance with orders, the .Hochwald Division retired
to the' line BOUZON-main line of resistance 2 as far as 1,5 Km, west of th,-

ALBERSTAEDTER road, from there connecting with -main line of resistance 3;
to the southwest, without being dioturbed by the enemy, Outposts re-
mained in the'original' front line, During -combats with changing
success, Division .Tefland was .forced back approximately to the soute m.l
edge of MNTR1EAU-south : of LA GRANGE AUX BO IS. At the present'time,
powerful infantry attack, supported by. cavalry and tanks under way
against this front, and from the AIRS- vlley 'against the OUZON.

Very little activity of enemy planes.

A later report says:During the attacks on Sept. 26th against
Group Perthes, the 6th Company, hInfantry Regiment 138, together with an
antitank aecton'ofthe letPBattery, Field Artillery Regiment 15 main-
tained their position on main line of resistance i southeast of TAHURE,
after the enemy had already been-in the 'Perthe position for some time,
They successfully broke .through after they- had been surrounded on all
sides,:

The 3rd Guard Infantry Division was moved into a new position
between Groups Py and perthee, The ..Bavarians-Ersatz Division is aesembling
at ORFPUIL forthe purpose of reorganizing.

Situation: Further attacks are expect-ed today west of the
AISNE; 'east. of the ARGONNE very strong Inerican forces seemingly
intend to continue the drive toward the north.

Afternoon Report, 
,,, -

Since dawn, the French have been' attacking Groups Py and
Perthes with the support of numerous' tankes -The right wing-is maintaining
its position without change. The enemy has taken the SOMME-Py position.
Counter-attack under way, The main attack: of the enemyis, directed
against. this .position and to the south of the village Fresh enemy
forces assembling between SO! E-PY and ENGEL"BRECHP HEIGHTS. Strong
tank attack also in progress against the whole of'Group Perthes,
Attack for the most part easily repulsed with appreciable loss of
enemy. We hold substantially the same line as this morning. Counter-
attacks under way against local advances, Enemy forces attacking GERNAY
forest did not reach ourlines,

French wireless.report of the capture of the GENAY and L'
ECHELLE 'forests is false, coming'enemy 'attack against the left flank of
the 76th Reserve Division indicated by preparatory artillery fire. AR-
GONNE :group .engaged in heavy fighting since early morning, Attempted
tak attack against CHATEL in AIRE-Valley under way, The'Guard Divi-
sions are approximately in their old position, Fresh enemy forces.
being'sent against this- front, according to observation, Numeroud
destroyed tanks in front of and behind: our lines, There are 100 tanks
reportdd in Group Py'9 . territory alone; 7th Infantry Division accounted
for 33 yesterday Major Csiander with his 15th F,A, especially'dis-
tinguiehed himself in anti-tank: operations. - Fighting svery heavy.,
The troop are behaving splendidly,

Enemy aeroplane attacks in force on 'balloons.'Three of our
'balloois 'shot down. 'Besides this, onlyprotective -flights, Battle and
pursuit units repeatedly entered into combat in the ' fighting against
Groups Py and Argonne. One enemy ,balloon. shot dt'wi. Aeroplane observa-
tions imnmediately ,behind battle' zone showed heavy traffic northward
on the LECL.ADN-OHALADE road through the ARGONNE, Large troop, movements
observed crossing the DOBMOISE on -both sides of CERNAY,
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Long distance observations impossible' because 'of heavy
c lauds.

According to Intelligence reports' the tf of the 2nd
Moroccan Division is in MINAJCOIJRT and a General Headquarters in
COtRTEMCNr, Newlyrrecognized_ -28th Division west of SOMMi]E-Py and
14th Division at GRATEUIL 4 4cording to a, reportthe 13th "Division

was back of the 43d Division on 'Se pt . 26th. Probably take position
to the east of. S0MJIA-Py' today1 Assumed 'disposition of enemy at
present before Py', west to east;- 154,_ 151, 23), 22; doubtfullo-167,
43,.13; from Perthee to AISNE:-4th Division, doubtful*. 2nd Moroccan
Division, 14, U~1,. 74, .let Cuirassier; east of the AISNE, 76th Am.
28th Am.,r 77tH An,,.91st Am., 35th A.",- probable reserves; 21,
170, 3, 6, 126, 124; possible, reserves: -'7i: 120, 1531,1641 40 Am.
7 A., 81 Amp, and II HIiI X.0 (0

The battle was continued in the afternoon. With superior
and in part fresh forces, under ,covesrof an attack by numerous taniL-b
the French attacked repeatedly" The preparations for these attacks
consisted of a violent artillery bombardment, The right. flank. of
G 'sup Py ':0200th and %th. Divisions) , maint aining contact with the
advp'.'ed left wing of the first army, .repulsed the enemy with

~ievy oses~Another attack f rom~ SOMME-ywsas e
dpulsed. The front of the' 15th Bavarian Infantry Division and the 3rd
Guard Infantry Divis ion is unshaken. In places .where the enemy had en-
tered ourposition, he was driven~ out . by counter-attacks ..Small assault
detachments under resolute, comnmanders -often stopped for superior
enemy forces, The battalion staffs cf the 11th Infaentry Division,
supported.. only-b y runners held their' ground. Bavarian Infantry
Regiment -30 ft-Mr times fTrove out the enemy who had forced his way in.
The Guard .Fusileer Regiment repulsed six: successive attacks, In Group
Py, the 42nd Division is still holding its position, Captain Bebfind,
commander bf the let Bat. of Infantry Rega nent" 138 especially dis-
tinguished himself here' by * personal .energy and initiative. After
hiaving repulsed repeated attacks, the 103rd Infantry 'Division was
firally forced back to the LLIN .BROOK, A -counter-attack under the
direct leadership of the division commnander- regained the position
of this divi lion oil the. heights. in addition, parts of the 202nd
infantry Division temporarily retired, after an initial successful
defense on the heights between GR EVJIL AND Ba ONVILLE1, to SECHAULT.
Durin~g a new countr-attaek, companies of the 9th Landwehr Division.
cearried them h&r kg and regained the pos it ion for theme A repeated
powerful tank attar, orced. back the right flank ,to SECHAULJT once more,
T~lepeated powerf M /Ofack forced .back determined attacks against: the

COHELLE and OtRNAY 'Forests were stopped, by an effective' defensive fire.

Local' attacks against the 76th Reserve Division came to a standst.
in "No Mdan's Land.!

In the Argonne .Group i Wuerttemberf Landwehr troops repeatedly
repulsed the enemy, who stormed the :B ~b supported by tanks~ Tank
attacks. in the AIM-VALLEY :against; APREI NT and, beyond were repulsed
by a powerful counter-attack delivered by the 4th Foot. Guard Regiment
and parts of the 2nd tandweiai' Division..;We held the village. In spite
of repeated assaults bay fi~ebh troops, the brave -but'greatly weakened
Guard Divisions held their place in the. line. East of CHATEL -North-
west of :CIERGES, with the exception of unimportant loss~es of ground,

The enemy. suffered heavy losses: in men and tanks today without
gaining much ground. Repoirt of tanks destx oyed today;:- Group Py, at.
least 70,1 Group Perthes, approximately 40, Group Argonne, approximately
30., Infantry and Artillery share the. honors in their destruction.

4 officers and 351. men from' 14 different enemy, divisiones passed
through the "prisoner of war" receiving stations,.



In spite of heavy clouds aid'rain, the aviators untiringly
parried out their assignments 4, Betweern 1 and. 2 P.. aerial battle
units euccea-sfully attacked the enemy' units .engaged east* of APREMENT,
The enemny attack. was not carried out,, The American troops fled before
the planes.. 2 enemy planes and 2 enemy. balloons were shot down- by. our
planes; one enemy. place. by anti..aircratl-guns.

Enemy planes bombed roads' and .villages in the vicinity of
VOUZIERS and GR~AI'DB.E this. afternoon.

The army expects a continuance of'the offLensive, especially-.
e.ast of the Argonne,' and extension of -the attack on the front to-the
west of the Argonne, towards which strong enemy forces are reported to
be marching.

Army Headquarters
3rd Army Head uartors Sept 28s, 1918,

la; #10322 sp,

Army Order,
(For immediate publication)

The French attack in the Chamnpagne a ri the American attack. between
the Argonne and the MEUSE were the beginning of the great decisive.
battle in the west by which the war is to be ended

In three days, of' heavy fighting,, the army has withstood the
attack's of a highly superi",r enemy force. The loses of- the enemy extra-
ordinarily heavy, Destroyed tanks lie in gront rf our lines by the
hundrsd',

Leaders and troops h .ve their full share in this check of the
enemy;, my:' thanks and acknowledgeme nt s are due you. I know that your
accpmplibhrnents in the ;coming battles will,..surpass .those of previous. one e

I ask' that each man be told that this battle will decide the fate
of our fatherland.

The Commander-in'-Chief.
von Einem~

------------------------rrw.+v...
SEpt ember 29, 1918,

Morning fReport,

S ounter-att acks by our troops for the purpose of retaking local.

gains by the enemy in ST. IVARIE-A-AY and, on the left flank off Group

Perthes were succeessful, An. attempt'.to retake SOMM/E-Py wras not,

successful, because the enemy was advancing at the same time wit.h

sumfY: i"r forces,

At t12.e close of yesterday's fighting, the right flank of the .

262nd Insfantry Division was resting on SECHAULT~o For this reason, MT.

CUVEIZC was evacuated- as' planned, and the left flank of the division

drawn ack: of te 3 CH-AULT BOUCONVILIE ROAD. The attack against the 5th

and let Guard Infantry Divisions., prepared yesterday afternoon was not.

4 AC~ A. M1e1 out because fef ct v counteA11v. r -barrag .w e I t e ^- It upw
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* Lively harassing fire during the night on our lines. Enemy
inf antry quiet,

Barrage 'intensified toward morning- on various' sectors. Tank
attacks "against' 7th Infantry Division under way; so far repulsed.
Enemy.attack seems to be in_,preparation' against OUCONVILLEgECHELLE
FOREST front 4

The main body of the troops. in the fUZ0N salient were with-
drawn, by night, according to orders, to a reserve line across the
-mouth of the salient, Patrols under command of officers remained
in the abandoned lines.

Fighting has begun suth of EXERMONT after a heavy preparatory
barrage by enemy -artillery; still going on.

Little activity in air,' 8 enemy planes shot down yesterday.
'We lost .21

afternoonReport .

Healy fighting from SOMME-Py to BOUCONVILLEE and in the
Argonne..

At a AIMQ, after heady artillery bombardment, an attack in.
4 wany aved' under'cover of a. rolling barrage, was made against the.
7th Infantry Division. Caught by his own entilading artillery fire

..even before, the attack, the '.enemy was repulsed in a counter-attac',
More to-'the east, advancing enemy tanksswere scattered. At the
present. time-, fresh enemy troops are again attacking the 7th
Infantry Division. 'Another attack, made at the same time' against the
3rd Guard Infantry Division' under the protection of a, smoke screel..
was totally Repulsed. The 103rd and 202nd Infantry Divisions are 4
being attace'd, On the front of the 202nd Division, the enemy was
stopped by. accurate artillery fire~ The 103rd Division seems to
have been forced back of ALINCOURT, Igo later reports, Enemy has
entered BOUCONVILLE. lCounter' attack begun.

Repeated enemy assaults$ directed against the heights eouth'
west,- of APREMONT and supported by tanks, were repulsed. Tanks
penetrated line northe iot of .MONTREBEAU; counter-attack under way,
Enemy reserves-suffered' heavy losses from their own artillery fire.

moderate activity of enemy planes. Pursuit and battle units
repeatedly and successfully took'part in the combats at SOME-Py
ARDEUIL nd MONREMAU. Observations to the. rear could not be made
because of very cloudy weathers One enemy, plane 'W'as shot down.

Newly ascertained fropr iso.nera takan today: 22nd Division'
near 0?AME-Py and 161st Division (north of 'ONTAIN %EN DbRMOSE)'.

Evenilng.Report. .

After a heavy bombardment, the French this aftern on con-
t~nruod their powerful attacks, supprted by squadrons & d tanks and

aeroplanes,'against Groups Py and Perthes. The 20,0th and 7tLi
Infantry Division repulsed them bravely. Unimportant'local lasses
are being regained by counter attacks, The enemy directed his .main...

attack today against the front from SOIME-?y to ARDEtfLoThe enemy
sent his best divisions into the battle at this point. During the
combat, which swayed backward and forward, the enemy finally
succeeded., awing to hi8 great superiority in numbers, in forcing
the 15th Bavarian Division, which was"reeneorced by pa'rts of the
15th Bavarian Reserve Division, and the right flank of, the 3rd
Guard Infantryrrivision,: back to the north, The left flank of the
3rd Guard Infantry Division repuled repeated massed assaults, Abeut
midday, the 103rd Infantry Division gave way to a powerful assault
anrd retired behind the ALN BROOK on Blitzhuegsl (Lghtning Hil).
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?eeause of th~ da~ager of being surrounded~nd'a'1ack 6ff ±'e~hre~rve.4 Art~rIea~ua~terE1 brdet~d the r~treat'of the~3rd Guaz~d
Infaiitry Division' aaad the 42nd Infantry tivisio~ behind the 'AJJRF
V~LT~Y, Thi~ retreat i~ now being ca~'ri~ed out. Subsequently, our
line extended f'r~m the h~ights l'km~'nbrthe'a~t of SoMM~?y', which
were 'held~ aci~os~ the, AU~1~, 'to -the eouthernhalff of l3lituhoehe, the
railway embankment east of Vietix, the northern edge of SECJ{AULT, and
~the northern'edge of'~otJeO1~WiLI4'~"

4 4

-4IAnoth~ heavy att ack i~ 'no'~r ~iz~ig onagain0t the 7th and15th Bavarian Division.

Our counter-~attack against BOUCONVILLE co'dd not be~ carriedout because of heavy enemy artillery fire, The enemy is Working hi~way EQtward against 'the inner flank of the 202nd Infantry Division,
which suffer&d heavily in the last battles, and against the 9th
ne Division, in small groups. A. new attAch is to be expected here.

Only patrols and local attacks ±n which prisoners were frequently
taken on the front of group AISN~..

on the south and southeast front of the Argonne Group, fighting~ "No Man#s Land."

Th~ counter-attack of, the 52nd,, Infantry Divi~ion. against ~he enemywho broke through at BXEP~ONT under.~coverof tanks was successful.
ThB t~wo ~gar~ Divieion~ regained: contact.' Pbr a shott tirne~'-'th& wholeAmerican front .beVween the' AI~E ~nd the lf~ flank bf the army 'Was in~et~'eat.~~ Co~centrated~ ~ti~1 4y.r ~ir~ did' g~eat 'damage arnon~' t'Iie retreat~g
in~ enemy4m~s~p~~

By quickly bringing up strong ieserves, the~enemy, Who saw hisl~neyie~44~g just in time, brought the Gua~"d Div.tsion to a 8top east
6f A~REMO~Z 44and youth of 4MQNTRBBB'4U. ,4At the ~'ain6 ti~, ~the~' -is-ft -f'lank
of t~,2nd lina vis4~on to~o!c ~AREMOWT, '~ 4

Today'e4ightfing wars ~u4ly 4as 8eV~era as&th~at of yesterday.Our troops, w~1~o ~rem~4ne~ ~ -in spite ~Of h~vIy '~e~s and
CoWbin~ou~ fighting, ~are to ~b&'-'thaz~ked ~thet ~rnany ~risie w0i~e

>succe~sfu11y lived thro~zgh. Many taiiks destroyed today also, More
..he~vy fi~t~ng is to be expected tomorrow with certainty, Great
activity of enemy planes. Strong a~iti-aircraft barrage again
n&ticeable back of enemy 'lines. Many balloons attacked without -

.result. Our troopo -in. th~ AIBB VALLEY were attacked~ by enemy
'planes, in force dtiri*ig the afternoon. ' , '

Our own concentrated aerial pursuit and battle "forces attacked
the enemy who had forced his way in between Groups ~y and Perthee~

.~ The scout, pursuit-and battle planes brilliantly assisted our
officers and infantry in spite ~f rain and clo~ids, The ba1loons~
~bservers went up in spite of unfavo~ab1e weather and enemy ~.ttacke.
Tanks coming up into position were' fired on successfully with the help
bf balloon obee-rvation , Motorised ant i-aireraft guns were u8ed in de-Tfens~ aga~i~t tanks, Bight enemy 'planes were shot down; fo;trfby
~nit-airoraf~ ;guns~' One of o~r'planes~' ~

~- r ~ "'~ At r~oi~ er~ in
p 1?a the~w ~4y~y;"~4~l ~ ~

~!t~"~T;' Ti1O~A~ t~~w4~d~ "~ * -~' C44. ~ J'*
4.'' '4' ''4'-'., 4'. '4'' .' 4 4"',~ '-r 

4'4 4 4 4

:nL81e~14"e ~t ci distarce,
'4 ' 4~' 4.~ 4' 4~ ''4

~eueeh~t Divi6Ln
1E6UMVThL~ ~??nd American Negro ~ ~o~a'Lne~st c~'1 ~ ~ i~po'~te, 14'~h~ ~ ~ ATS1~Tij through

e~24 A~~cL)ip~3 ~{ead~uarters in' n~noWn "ce ~p ~ a~ HAI~S, Do~tbtiful:
44 4...',' 4 4. 4

4 4 4 4 . 4 4 4 4 4.4 4.' 4 .'..'' 4' 4 .4. 4
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3rd Army Headquarters, Army Headquarters,

Oct 2, 1918.

To Group Perthes.

I wish to express my great appreciation to Group
Petthes, especially to Inf. Regt. 114, ':and to the let Bn of Bavarian
Inf. Regt, #9, as well as to the artillery, for the repulse of today's
powerful attacks, and am convinced that further attacks will also fail
against the tenacious resistance of the Army Corps*

The Commander-in-Chief.
v. Einem

Army Headquarters,
Oct 2,.1919.

3rd Army. Head uarter,
la #10555 sp,

To Group Aisne,

By means' of desperate fighting, the divisions of the
AISNE have repulsed all enemy attackaduring the past. daysl

The Landw. Info Regt , 118, which f equently stood the
test, has especially distinguished itself. Especial mention has been
made of regiment 254 and the let Bn, Inf" Refit. 252, both belonging
to the 7 6th Reserve Division, because of their brave conducts

I send my'greetggs s to these brave troops and wish to
express to them my most sincere.,thanks because of their conduct in this
har4B batt le..

The Commander. in- Chief,
v Einem.

3rd Army Headquarte1s, Army Headquarters,
la #10557 Oct 2,,1918.

To Group Argonne.

As was reported to me, the Guard has again shown itself
to be worthy of its -reat name during the battles of the past days,

The 3rd Guard Regiment and the 4th Foot suard Regiment
made use of the opportunity to especially distinguish themselves.

The 2nd 1arttembLandwehr Division accomplished fully
as much, arong' the ,brave ARGONNE fighters', Landw, Inf, %egt. 125 and
Landw, Field Art. Regt #2 have especially distinguished themselves.

I wish to express myumost sincere thanks to the brave
divisions and' especially to 'the above. mentioned .troops, and, am con-
vinced that they will stand irmly as a rock in further combats, even
against a far superior enemy.

The Commander-in-Chief,
v. Einem,

.October 3, 1918.

Moo~lning Report.

On the evening of Octoer 2nd, powerful at-tacks againt the left
f~ank of the 203rd ~Infanry Division. south of ORFB~EUIL failed.
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Additional reports from Group Py and Perthes say-that the
enemy artillery fire was more intense than during the past days.

Fighting going on in "NO Mans Land" in the AUTRY Forest
in front of the 9th Landwehr Diwision,

During yesterday's counter-attack, the n76th Reserve Division
took 3, officers and 58 men as presonere. On the left Iank, where
the enemy has entered the main line of resistance in.the evening
after hard fighting, a.counter attack has been ordered for this

morning*

Dring the night, rapid harassing fire, especially direc~d
on the back areas. Since 5:45 A.M, heavy bombardment on MEDEAH Sector
and south of ORFEUIL 'a well as on th6 whole front of Group Perthes

(MT. LIRY-CHARLERANGE). Renewed powerful attacks are to be ex-..
pected, No activity east of the ARGONNE.

Afternoon Report.

After extremely hear preparatory artillery fire, the enemy
attacked the whole front of Groups Py and Perthes, engaging fresh
divisions and with the support of tanks, The attacks were repulsed
on thw whole front up to the 11st Reserve Division', which was
forced back to BLANC-MONT and MEDE Heights after heavy fighting.
Counter-attacks sre under way, Height 185 (1 km south of BLANC
MONT) was regained. powerful attacks against MT,. LIRY in the
Pert es Sector failed. The Wittelebach Heights were regained by
counter'.attack, fighting is still going on for the possession of the
FLIEGER Heights The losses of the enemy are heavy, ours con-
siderable, In the AISNE Sector, violent local fighting along the
whole front of'the group, during which the 9th Landwehr Division
and the 76th Reserve Division captured 2 officers and 97 men.

The 76th ReserveDivision is h, ding the main line of resis
tanoe, with the exception of a local loss of ground o6 the extreme
left flank, Cd'unter-attack on the left flank under way,

-Little activity in ARGONNE Sector, The enemy is entrenching on
the heights north of CHARPENTRY., and at ECLISFONTATNE,

According to an order, captured on October 22nd, the enemy
planned to erect telephone linee Via FLEVILLE- IMnECOURT BUZANCY-
PIERREMONT,

Strong protective. squadrons up, which also try to prevent
au-r infantry and artillery aeroplanes from operating, Enemy anti-
aircraft batteries are now firing far behind our lines.

According to reports from the front northwest of SOI E-Py
prisoners of the 2nd Aerican Division were taken, and at MONTHOIS
prisoners of the 157th Franoo-American (both newly ascertained).

Enemy Report,

Before the enemy could make full use of his success of the
morning in the position of the 151st Reserve Division,. he was driven
back via BLANC MONT and MEDEAH Heights by the. concentrated counter-
attack of parts o4~ the 213th Division which was immediately carried
but. On their own initiative, parts of the 200th Infantry Division
successfully took part in the combat, outilanking the enemy from the
south.
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After the heaviest possible preparatory artillery bombardment,
the enemy, supported by tanks and 'qq adrons of bombing'planes, re-
newed his powerful attacks against the front of Groups Py and
Rerthes in the afternoon. After fighting with changing success, we
succeeded at S p.M, in holding BLANC MONT, I9EDEAH Heights, STEINBRG
southwest of ORFEUIL and the village of ORE1IL intbe Py Sector.
Since 7 P.M. renewed powerful attacks against our front BLANC MONTwl..
MEDEAH Heights are-under way. The MEDEAN Heights were regained after
a counter-attack from the north,' which was carried out by 2 regiments
of the 17th infantry Division; fighting is still going on for the
possession of the SCHLE.SIER HOHFE (Silesian Heights).

In Sector Perthes, the enemy succeeded at first in forcing his
way into positions of the 199th and 4th Bavarian Divisions en the_.
heights. south of LIRY and southwest of MONTHOISS By a counter-attack
the enemy was not only-driven from the heights, but also a small
part of "No Man's Land" was gained in front of the main line of
resistances The enemy suffered extraordinary heavy losses, especially
by enfilading artillery fire from BRECY.

Local attacks east of.MONTHOIS were ,repulsed with heavy losses
on the part of the enemy, and 'observed 'p'sitions of readiness on
the sboatbern end of CHARL.,ERANGE were subjected to a concentrated
artillery fire.

At the 9th Landwehr Division, the enemy forced his way into
the main line of resistance west of AUTRY; he was immediately driven
back byi taEnter-attack' An enemy attack north of CONDE'LES AUTRY
f6uld not be carried out owing to artillery fire.

The enemy forac w which had forced their way -into the positions
on the left flank of ,the 76th Reserve Division are surrounded; they
are still offering a desperate: resistance, Connection, exists with
the 2nd Landwehr Division1

Little activity.-of artillery in the ARFONNE Group, apparent
registration.

Lively activity .of enemy planes. Our, own local observation had
to be obtained by fighting because o'f-operations of superior enemy
plane squadrons. Artillery, Battle Group 3 twice took part in the
combats north of S0MME-Py, with success. Four enemy and one of our
planes were shot down,

Local. observatidh showed lively traffic from iOUAIN to SOMME-Py
and from CERNAY to SECHAULT. Unuuallyybrisk traffic was observed
in the AIRE-Valley in front of the ARFONNE Group.

Intelligence reports confirm the presence -. f the Headuartera
of the XXI Army Corps,

The brave troops, who have fought brilliantly with a minimum of
strength against-unusual numerical superiority , and who..hake shown
a great combative spirit, are deserving of and highest commrneration:
All, fronts report the enemy artillery fire to be especially heavy.
Many shells of heavy calibre.

The Army Headquarters are convinced that the enemy continually
brings up fresh reserves from the north, Columns of troops were
observed marching through the ARGONNE--to the west. Enemy quiet in
front of ARGONNE Group. OnTly light artillery fire and digging-in rpera-
tions.
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3rd Army Headquarters Army Heacq uarters,
la #10514 ap, October 4, 1918,

To Group Perthes.

.During the past three days, the divisions of Group Perthes
have borne.:shebinunt Mf the battle, and have fought against a
stubborn enemy,. superior in numbers.

It gives me especial pleasure.to hear that a great.many
units have'gloriously 1 distinguished :themselves in these severe combats.

They are: rid. Regiments 32, 71 and 144 of the. 103rd Xnf ,
Div,, Inf. Regiments 17, 131, 138, of the 42nd Division, the
Bavarian mt.f Regiment, thd 8'B&4dAthe 3rd Ba. of the Bavarian lnf.
Regiment.r, the Field Art. Regiments 205and 255 and the Machine Gun

Marksman Section 1"

.1 wish to express my sincere thanks and full appreciation
to them al.for-their osnduct in the heavy'defensive fighting.

May it be a proud' reward for them to know that they have
helptd toe break the enemy's will at the critical moment.

The Cmmander- in-Chief.

V. Einem,

Mrrr rrrrrrrrrsi wirrr irws~rr r .

October 4, 1918.

Yorinng. Report.

Yesterday afternoon, the enemy, supported by tanks, attacked the

position of Group Py, southeast of ORFBEUIL, but without success.
A second attack, which wascarried out here, after extremely heavy
artillery'fire, likewise failed. Between BLANC MONT and MEDEAH Heights,

enemy 8j st -succeeded in reaching ETIENNE along the vIAME'Py
ETIENNE R oad, BLANC MONT and IiEDEAH Heights are in our possession.
The enemy was -blocked to the east and south of ST, ETIENNE. Counter-

attack for the purpose of crushing enemy troops whichhave entered

our position has been ordered. Up to the present time; no report has
come in concerning the withdrawal bf the right flank of Group Py

to main line of resistance 3 cps ordered.

In perthes Sector, the two Pt&neer Companies of the 4th Bavarian
Division and one company of the 202nd Division recaptured the village
and the railroad station of CHALLERANGE from the enemy in the afternoon

and captured one French battalion commander and 75 men. ?esterday, this
group also captured one officer and 25 men; one of our own anti-tank
guns and several of our machine guns,. which had been lost' during the

enemy attack, were recaptured.

A -local attack agaiist .Group AtSNE was repulsed,

A local attack against the position of the ARGONNE Group

southwest of APREMONT was repulsed by a counter-attack,

Fighting in "No Mans Land" on the left flank.

During the night, powerful enemy artillery fire at intervals along
the whole front of the army; partially directed far into our rear areas,

Since 5:15 A,, very heavy artillery fire directed on our

positions from the petern eitge of the ARGOVJNE as far as t;he MEIJSE.
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Afternoon Report,

The 'SCHELSIER-Hoehe (SItESxAN Heights) between 'BLANC MONT and
MEDEAH- FE was regained this morning by a" powerful counter-attack
of the 51st Reserve Division and the Fusileer Regiment "Kaiser Wilhe l.t

At 9:45 AM, heavy artillery fire was resumed against our
viions from the right flank of the army as far as the heights

esuthwest of MONTHOIS. Attacks are under ways

The removal of the main line, of resistance of the right flank
of Group Py to main line of resistance 3 was carried out .uaithout
being disturbed by. the enemy. Outposts are still on the 'heights
north Of MARE A'-,

Several local attacks against Group AISNE this morning, preceded
by a strong arti'llery preparat ion, failed,

After ettremely heavy artillery bombardment and local gas
attacka, the enemy also att acked the whole front of the ARGONNE
Groups The 2nd Landwehr -Division repulsed all attacked

In]-addition,: all. attacks against the left flank. failed, owing to
Ors "fire except for a smalilocal gain which is being c wared.

In the center, the enemy succeeded in fcrcing back our front,
line a. ,dnd west of EXEPIONT to the northern edge of the valley,
counter-attack under ways

Evening. Report:

After heavy' artillery preparation, the enemy today renewed
his attacks againet the positions 'f Grsupe Py and Perthes west
of the Aisne, in part with new divisions, protecting himself
against the AISNE Group by pfen3i ading fire, and at the same time
preparing attacks in the ARGONNE and to the east, The enemy
plans were again fully shattered.

His massed attabks.againet the whole front of Group Py and
.. the right flank of Group Perthes failed owing to our concentrated

artillery and machine gun fire, On the SILESIAN Heights, he forced
his way through the min line +hf resistance; an irrrie'diate couriter-
att ack brought his attack to a standstill, ast of the ARGONNE the
5th Guard Infantry Division was forced back behind the valley west of
EXERMONT; the- -counter-attack which was immediately carried ut at.
this point also, by parts of the;st Guard Infantry Division and the
37th Infantry Division, -brought the advance of the enemy -forces
to FELVIL1E to a stop* Our attack-to the south is progressing
favorably. Infantry Regiment #11 regained EXEIRONT in a brisk
attack,

All attakks against thel 2nd Landwehr Division failed, owing'
to the bravery and the 'violent resistance of the "Wurttemberg
Landwehr.

The enemy aufered just as crushing a defeat on the left flank
where the 52nd Infantry Division repulsed seven most powerful
attacks, which were supported by numerous tttke Lieut, Niklassen
with the 4th Batt., Guard Field Artillery Regiment 4, destroyed 6,
Lieut. 8chaef'er with the 8th Batt., Field Art. Regt, 104, accounted
for 5, Lieut..Shehlin with the let Batt, Guard.Field Art. Regt 4,
4 more tanks; the troops o the divisio c report extraordinarily
heavy losses on the part of the enemy; our loases are also very
he avy.

Ascertained as .being on the front: '73rd French Division in frost
of Py Group, 3rd French Division in front of Perthes Group, According
to psrionesr' statements, not only the 2nd but also the let, 26th
and 89th Aynerican Diviions are in reserve position opposite Growp
Py.



Ascertained as being on the 'front: 93rd French Division in
front of Py Group, 3rd French Division in front of Perthes G~'oup.
According to prisoners' statements, not only the 2nd but also the let-
26th and 89th American. Divisions are in reserve pr sition 'opposite
Group Py,

During. today ts fighting, the 'fallowing 'units have especially
distinguished themselves: 203rd Infantry Division, Infantry rRegiments
406 and 409, 3rd Guard mt. Div, , Grenadier Refit, 9 and Guard Fusilier
Regt, All three- Inf. Regiments of the 199th Infantry Div,, as well as
the 2nd Landwehr Div,, and the 52nd InfantrynDivision,

Strong enemy aerial. barrage in the morning. Squadrons of
enemy bombing planes took part, in the combat in Sector Py and
dropped bombs on roads and rest, billets, Six enemy pl.anes were .shot
down up to this time, In the afternoon, artillery gombat Grt.up 3
bombarded enemy -reserves in the k. TM EY with success.

According to Intelligence. reports, the army headquadters
at HANS were transferred to MINAUCOURT.

Local ,bservation showed lively traffic to the front and
heavy occupation of the villages ini front of the ARGONNE Group.
Observations west of, the AISNE could not be made. owing to foggy
weather.

3rd Army. Headquarters, Army 'Headquarters,
Z.#10669 sp, October 4th, .1918.

To GroupPy,

I .wish to express my full appreciation to the divisions
of' Group Py for their stubborn resistance during yesterday a repeated
assaults on the part of an enemy superior in numbers, and for their
combative spirit during the count er-attacks.

The Commander-In-Chief,
v, Einem.

tGv

Army Headtuartere
4rd Army Headq uarters. October 4, 1918.

To Group Perth es,

-The brave divisions of' Group Perthes have repulsed
all of the heavy enemy attacks and have kept their positions intact.
I express my special appreciation to. leaders and troops for their
excellent performance.

The Commander-in- (hiet'f
v.. Einem.
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