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REPORT OF OBSERVATIONS OF THE TECHNICAL MEMBER
T o

The best one sentence description of the Yemen I have heard is one
given by Mr., R. H. Sanger a member of the recent Special U, S. Diplomatiec
Misslon, He sald, "The Yemen is rushing headlong inte the 13th century,"
To amplify on this sentence would take a library of volumes - volumes which -
have not as yet been written. There are a few books available written by
an occasional traveler fortunate enough to have been allowed to enter the
country. Three of those books, written in English are: "A Journey Through
the Yemen" by Walter B, Harris, "Arablan Peak and Desert” by Ameen Rihani
and "In the High Yemen" by Hugh Scott. Scott's book contains what is pro-
bably the most complete bibliography on the Yemen. A book, written in
German, by Carl Rathjens and Hormann Von Wissmann is described as being
the most comprehensive trestice written about this, one of the few remain-
ing dark spots in the world,

The term dark spot is truly applicable to the country. Not anly is
little known about it from the outside but like any closed package there is
darkness also on the inside, It is thought that the country contains about
85,000 square miles. One boundary, the eastern is indefinitely suspended
in desert wastej one the northern, seems fairly well establishedj yet a third,
the southern, which should be the best established of all, seems to be the
objeet of wishful thinking on the part of the Yemen and its neighbors,

Estimates place the population of the Yemen at a figure between three
snd six million people. The best estimates place the figure at perhaps
" three and a half to four million, which is the equivalent of the estimated
population of the entire remainder of the Arabian peninsula,

Like so many of the Arab peoples the Yemeni is poverty stricken., This
does not seem strange to him since everywhere he looks he sees only brothers
in poverty except for the headman of the village and a merchant or two., The
headmsn is called a sheik, amil, hakim, or nabob depending on the size of the
community, The common people have a variety of other names for the headman
not normally used except under their breaths.
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Most of the Yemeni are not nomads, They live in well established
villages and cities under the absolute rule of their king, administered
through the local headmsn who serves the king faithfully and well -
because it is financlally profitable for him to do so and also because
the king is probably holding one of his sons as a hostage. The headman
of a city may be pald 20 to 40 Marie Theresia dollars a menth, worth
M?’Mshmwmh-wuwmqn-'
the rest he gleans from those who have nothing, There seems to be little
question of the fact that the economy is based on the poliey that "Unto
he who hath shall be given and from he who hath not shall be taken, even
that which he hath not."

Agricultural pursuits occupy the time of most of the population.
Food is produced in excess of the requirements of the country. In spite
of this fact the people seem to be underfed, seem to lack stamina, and
give the appearance of being extremely poor physical specimens. The aver-
age weight of the men is not more than 120 pounds, The wemen are so well
covered and camouflaged it would be difficult to estimate their weight and
appearance. |

Yemenl laborers outside of the Yemen are exceptionally goed. All
stevedoring and heavy labor in the Port of Aden is Yemeni, One of the
crack Italian Battalions in Ethlopia was composed entirely of Yemeni
soldiers with Italian officers. hvcmtm‘rktor}blm
arny in the Italian sections of Africa was performed mostly by Yemenis.
It was a common sight to see a 120 pound Yemenl trotting up a swaying
plank earrying 200 to 300 pound packages on his back, Yages for this
labor is low, averaging 50 cents to one dollar a day. The labor is good
and is sought after. Within the Yemen, however, it is an entirely differ-
ent story. The same men who were such good soldiers and laborers on the
outside soon lose all interest in working. They return to the time honored
Yemenl custom of spending most of their income for gat instead of food,
Thay soon lose the stamina and will to work and place their reliance on
Allah and the few scraps they can get together to live on. 'mdandapvm-
ment which apparently does not have any interest in the welfare of any of
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its subjects seems to have the effect of killing initiative.

Qat chewing is the national pastime of the men, women, and children.
Qat is the name of a small tree native to the country. The tender twigs
ndluv;aetmtmmpnhdmﬂch-ndb:ﬂulm. It is said
that a slight narcotic effect comes over the chewer of qat. it appears
that the average Yemenl prefers gat to food and that over half the income
of the inhabitants of Sani'a, the capitol, is spent for gat.

Internal transportation is almost entirely by camel of which there
are tens of thousands in the Yemen. By contrast, there are less than 50
motor vehicles in running condition. There is one main "road" over which
thouhi.cluﬁpn. The road begins in Sana'a, goes to Marbar, Dagil, and
Hodeidah, thence to Beit Fl Faqi, Zabld, Hels, and Taiz and Aden. It is
500 miles from Sana'a to Aden. It is not considered abnormal for a truck
carrying a load of about one ton to take one month to cover this distance.
At places the road is at sea level, in others it winds and bends through
mountain passes as much as 9000 feet high with grades of 205 the rule and
as mch as 30 to 35% not uncomson. About 150 miles of the road is Shrough
loose sand, By hard driving an average speed of ten miles an hour can be
maintained with a jeep or four miles an hour with a 2 1/2 ton 6xb truck.
Travel under such conditions is not inviting to the casual voyager. Indeed,
the road seems only to have collaborated with the government in denying
entry into the Yemen of all strangers and foreigners.

Previous to the entry of the recemt Special U. 5. Diplomatic Mission
to the Yomen there is a record of only 9 /Americans who had ever entered the
country. Missions of Russians, Italians, English, Dutch, and a few Germans
, had entered, Of these there remain today only four Italian doctors, one
Cerman engineer, and one ‘uropean machinest.

Approximately five weeks after the arrival of the mission a trsaty was
signed and all members of the mission except my assistant and I eventually
left the Yemen., Ve remained behind for the purpose of instructing the Yemenis
iathouuoturiou:phcuorndhappanmlhiehinthotnﬁumof
the Aradb world had been given to the king as a gift. It was originally
anticipated that we would remain about three weeks after the departure of the
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rest of the mission, Requests that we stay longer extended our stay in
the Yemen to a total of three months. During this time we trained their
radio operators in the use of a modern medium powered radio station

(SCR 399). Ve transformed thelr royal signal corps from a flag waving
circus into a relatively well trained commnications unit using modern
nilitary radio sets (SCR 300, 536, 694, and telephones EiS). I was asked
by the King to survey coal deposits and streams and to make recommendations
for the utilization of the available power for electrical purposes. I was
nmdhni.uamofthndwofm’stwthmddm
it I made surveys of several places for the purpose of determining the
feasibility of using power equipment for pumping irrigation water., I was
called in from time to time by the ministers of finance and commerce, of
war, of health and communication for discussions and advice on matters
concerning their spheres of activity. In an interview with the prime minister
he went into a lengthy discussion on the history of the Yemen, its greatness
of the past (it is the land of the Queen of Sheba and the Arabia Felix of
Roman times), its present backwardnese, and the outlook for a brighter future,
since it is well known by them that their country was rich agriculturally,
it was wall populated, they were certain it had rich mineral deposits and
petroleum deposits which they hoped would be developed some day with the ald
of Americans whom they knew to be the strongest nation on earth and the

only major nation with no colonial aspirations.
Cairo lies on the road back to the United States. Prince Abdallah

the second son of the King lives in Caire where he acts as the only foreign
representative of the Yemen. I carried personal greetings to Abdallah from
his father and brothers, He received me warmly and spoke to me for over

two hours about the problems of the Yemen. He spoke as one, however, who

had been out of the country and who could compare the problems of his country
with that of others. Itwmtmﬂtcdmlmm
in Cairo he said he had never visited the iAmerican lLegation or met any of the

!
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Amerdcan officials he might normally have contact with. By mutual agree-
mtﬁﬂmmﬂlmﬁhmmwmmm
officials and acted as interpreter during these meetinge, During two
ﬂbrﬁﬂhhMMMmﬂhMMhmm
to approach the representatives of the United States with the problems
of a country so small and backward as the Yemen whose requirements were so
modest as compared to the requirements of others as to appear almost in-
significant, He realized that it must seem absurd to Americans who had
millions of motor vehicles to hear of a government which would have its
transportation facilitles greatly relieved if it could only get a hundred
trucks. He discussed other supplies, particularly textiles, in the seme
light. |

The Yemen has been ruled almost without interruption for the past
1000 years by members of the same family in power today. They have main~
tained their independence successfully, except for threats now and then,
particularly from Turkey previous to the last war. In the Near Zast the
Yemen is known as the graveyard of the Turks. The present king has estab=-
lished and maintained the undisputed independence of his country, has
consolidated it and has established law and order to a degree where major
erimes are particularly unheard of., He, and therefore his government, is
Mmmcmum;;ummumw
clear of all foreign entanglements and to play one government against the
nmmemmommucmmdmrmu
secured. It is probably realiszed that maintenance of this isolation in-
umm;mmumuymuuuummmumhm
- past.and that some graceful way of bringing the Yemen into a more active
role in the family of nations under the sponsorship of Americans is probsbly
the best course of action available to them. They are and will continue to
hmhimdﬂ'mfom.nﬂﬂum,pﬂuﬂ_dﬁm
caution on any undertaking involving foreigners.
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The observations on a variety of subjects which follow were chosen
in an attempt to show conditions as they today exist with enough background
to show why they may be as they are and indications, if any were found,
of what might be expected in the futwre. Most of the information was
gathered by observation, Very few questions were asked. The natural in-
clination of the Yemeni was to suspect I‘HD motive behind any question. It
was also soon found that the Yemeni probably didn't know the answer anyway
and if he did he was only too glad to give it during the course of a con~
versation in which no direct questions were asked, In discussing each topie
an attempt was made te give enough background without going into excessive
detail. Very few specific facts are given simply because detailed information
was not avallable. Very few Temeni had ever seen a map of thelr country;
no government offiecial ever referred to onej it is doubtful whether a complete
map of the country exists within the country. e never referred to one of
our maps of the Yemen in the presence of a Yemenl., Our observations indicated
that in general topographical detail the map seemed reliable but that in loca=
tion of villages there was considerable error both in our maps and in the
Italian maps. It was not considered expedient to make corrections since the
suspicion which might have been created in making the few corrections possible
during this survey might have complicated materially the work of future
observers.

Many incidents of passing interest are not memtioned in the following
report. These imcidents include the meeting Prince Notahir called immediatély
after the treaty was signed. It was the opinion of those who attended that
Prince Motahir must have been drunk on gat. The subject he seemed most in-
‘terested in during an afternocon's formal discussion was how to get an artesian
well where the water would not flow. Prince Kaseim, Minister of Health and
Communication, on one oceasion ordsred the royal pharmacist to send me a state=
ment for some quinine pills we had obtained. On another occasion he argued
with one of the communication students about cutting a piece of our own wire
on the basis that eventually we might give it to him and he wanted it in one

long plece instead of several short m{ % ?fplmwpm&n of ¥ar,
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a young dandy only recently given that post often expressed the desire to
have us visit him but would never set a time for the visit although he
invited my drivers and servents to his home regulerly for social visits.

My farewsll visit to the King lasted an hour and & half during which time
he outlined his personal problems and needs including the purchase of
amenis for en cbeskole heuosheld sefvigerater, SNl nover during Shds
entire interview was there the least expression or hint of any appreciation
for the work of the mission or any of its members. Only when I gave him
the letter conveying the gift of the small radlo sets and telephones did

he turn one copy of the letter over and write a note of acceptance on the
back. The people who had access to radioc sets and knew of the first broad-
cast of Radio Yemen expressed surprise that a broadcast had been agreed to
at all and expressed the opinion it would be the first and last. Many others
said that they were certain the small placques we had put on the SCR 399
and the jeep, indicating they were a gift to the government of the Yemen
from the government of the United States, would be removed as soon as we left.
Indeed we only thought of putting the placques on the equipment in order to
quell the circulating rumor that the alssion had sold the equipment to the
Yemenis, These incidents and many more should only be considered in their
background effect., ULach person mentioned had his fine qualities which far
outwelghed, if properly played upon, the selfish nature which always seemed
to come to the front in any crisis, no metter how minor.

The number of subjects covered has been limited and the informatlon on
each general, The one definite opinion which I believe can be expressed is
that the royal family is apprehensive over its position and in an effort to
jmprove this position, politically and commercially, will welcome any material
aid or advice they might be given from the United States or other countries,
provided it does not cost anything and provided they do not think it would

enlighten the masses,




YEMERI PHILOSOPHY

History and time mean nothing to the average Yemeni. He knows he
is here today, that there was someone here before him, and that there
will probably be someone here following him., Aside from this he has no
coneeption of time., An incident which happened in one of the small villages
near Sana‘'a illustrates the thinking of the natives., ¥Within this village
thwohanllwﬂ&inobﬂmhmﬁmmmmnumw.

I inquired about the age of this wall from some of the local inhabitants.
One of the group gathered around me sald, "The wall is at least two hundred
years old," Another one seid, "No, the wall is at least two hundred and
nhy-meld." It was then that the wise man of the group came forward
and settled the argument. He sald, "This wall dates back to the time of
Adam. It is at least three hundred and fifty years old." Another minor
incidént along the same line is worth relating., Near this village high wp
in a mountain there is & spring. The only installation 1 saw using water-
power was near this spring. The instellation was a small flour mill, No
one remembered when it had been built. One man, however, remembered that
his grandfather had told him that the mill was there when he was a child,
mmﬂ»udmltmﬂdmttbﬂummlbhdmm:
cans of wheat a day, During the time within the memory of the people now
living it was known that the mill used to grind twenty cans of wheat a day.
Within the past few years they had tried to fix it with the result that now
the mill grinds two cans of wheat a day. I was asked to inspect the mill to
see what could be done. Inspection revealed that the water instead of coming
out in a solid stream was leaving the jet in a spray. Iwmlpqr-
haps cleaning or renewing the jet might increase the usable power a little,
1 was told by the operators of the mill that "In sha' Allah" some day they
will think of repairing it.

The expression "In sha' Allah" is a faverite one of the Yemeni., With
it he will answer every question and find a solution for every situation.
Nothing daunts him for he can always fortify himself behind this phrase
"If God wills,"” and leave things for posterity to take care of.




LAW ENFORCEMENT

The basis for law in the Yemen is the Horaniec code, By it the
Yemeni governs his religious as well as his social behaviour., Inter-
pretation of the law and dispensation of justice seems to be in the
hands of the King and through him in the hands of the head man of sach
village and city. |

Hajor crimes are almost unknown in the country but from the number
of prisoners we heard of and the number of men to be seen wearing leg irons,
petty crime must be fairly comson. It isn't uncomson to see sehool boys
wearing leg irons because they played hookey or because they didn't know
their lessons. If the perpetuator of some wrong is not known but several
people are suspected it isn't uncommon to put all of them in leg irons
utummz'utm. The law, such as it is, is administeved lmpar-
tially and strictly. At least one of the King's sons has been put in jail
for owning and playing a phonograph., Our cook was put in irons for twe
days once when we found and mentioned that there was some hair in our soup.
One of the soldiers detailed to the guard at the guest house was put in
Jail for a couple of days for slapping a spectator who was in a restricted
gone. Many of the people who came to the guest house uninvited to see the
16~mm cinema we had were put in jail when they left the house. The keeper
of the mosque who let some members of our mission into the mosque to look
around was put in jall., One man vhom we knew to be an extremely good friend
of one of the princes fled the country to keep from going to jail because
of some displeasure he had brought on himself, The range of reasons for
vhich a man might be placed in confinement seomed endless and varied from
acts which could be classed as criminal to acts which might be simple, un-
‘mu:‘au.oanmm. The sentences varied also from a day or two in leg
irons to years in jaill. It seems that sentences are summary. A defendant
uwwoumhwm&mmamammwun.
His case is heard and he is sentenced in a matter of a few minutes. Ability
to pay seems to be a factor in reducing severity of punishment. Ho one except
mmwmulummmpmsahwmnma

arbitrarily, surely, and swiftly.




S5CHOOLS

There are reported to be nearly one thousand schools in the Yemen,
Almost every community of any size has a school where the Koran is taught.
Most male adults can read a little even though their reading might be
restricted to familiar passages from the Korsnj most would have difficulty
reading the ordinary handwriting of a letter. The Yemenis themselves be-
little their own school system and probably are not wrong when they say it
ummmymumuhmmm.ow.rnm-ot
sing song Koranie tralning, at the conclusion of which they do not know
much more than they did at the beginning., In some families there is a
decided reluctance on the part of parents to send their children to school.
This seems to stem from the mistaken idea that schooling is just a preparatory
step toward compulsory entry into the Army, which it in fact is not. The
range of schools varies from elementary rural schools in the amaller villages
to the University of Sana'a where law, theology, and very clementary and
rudimentary forms of business are taught. Jummwchmdm-
ledge of the teachers, a few of vhom I came to know quite well, the work
could not have been very comprehensive in nature except for the teachings
of the Koran,

There are in addition within Sana'a secondary schools, a normal school
used for training teachers, a military school used for training future
officers of the Yemeni Ammy, and schools for orphans, The value of the
knowledge gained in any of these schools may be questioned, by the Yemenis
or by others, but it remains a fact that there exists a comprehensive
framework of schools in the country and that it is possible in time that
the academic standards of this school system may rise to higher levels.
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LIBRARIES

In line with the policy of those in power to keep the masses in
lgnorance there exists the paradox of an extensive school system and no
public libraries, newspspers, or periodicals. There is not a single
printing press in the country. As far as could be determined the only
libraries in existence were privately owned and not available to the
general public, MNost of the books seem to be elther handwritten volumes
~or more recent works imported from Egypt. The visible library of the Crown
Prince in Talz consisted of four shelves of books, each shelf about 10 feet
long with perhaps as many more books scattered in various places., The
grand mosque in Sana'a is reported to have a large library consisting mostly
of handwritten volumes., It is reported that at one time this library was
wmhthmblhmdweitimmlﬂbyioﬂgnuﬂlwtm'a
book from the library. Books began disappearing from the library at such
alarming rates that the practice had to be discontinued. It is reported
that the largest collections of Yemeni volumes outside the Yemen exist in
the Vatican Libraries and in London Museums.
| It is probable that the King's privete library has never been seen by
a stranger, I was fortunate in finding who the "librarisn" was and in obtain-
© ing a deseription. The librarian himself had only been allowed to go to the
library for a long enough period to make a partial list of books and authors,
tie & plece of cord around each book and place it on a shelf. He described
the library as being a room about 40 feet long, 20 feet wide, and 20 feet high.
- There are shélves around all four walls of the room. The shelves begin at
the floor and go to the ceiling with a shelf about each 1€ inches. The entire
shelf space is filled with handwritten volumes some over a thousand years old.
}mmtutmmm.wummnwmmmzmzma
the books were histories or chronicles of the exploits of the roysl family.
The library is in the palace at Sana'a. It is situsted in a back room, access
to which is had by passing through the harem. It is not surprising that so
few have seen it. 1 do not believe that the King would allow any interested
outside librarics to make microfile records of the library.




Abdallah, Ben Mehesed Tahir, was by far the most eapable student
aselgned to us. hmsummﬂmmm-zmm
n“ﬂ@ﬂuhm&ulmm,m. ﬁim
Mqﬂh‘nWhMWﬂd“iﬂ.ﬂﬂtmtﬂsw
erally. In comtrast, Moukhtar, Ben lohamed El Agine, our next best student
did not chew qat at all, This stery will be sbout Abdallsh. _

¥hen these two operstors first reported to us for instruction, we
arranged a schedule of lessons which would mot interfere with their
regular radio schedules or curs., This usually consisted of a elass of
about an hour's dursation in the morning, about two hours in Lhe afterncen
and an hour and a half in the evening.

Ye noticed that Abdallah reported for the first time with a cheek
full of gat. Ve sald nothing unill it became apparent that he not oaly
chewed the qat but that from time to time he also spit it unconselously
on those with whem he was gpeaking or on the equipment with which he was
working, After this had gone on for asbout sn hour, I stopped instruction
and explained to Abdallah that during the time we were having our lessons
nelther Cpl. MeGlure nor I would suoke (meither of us ssoked anyway) in
turn we expected nim to put aside his gat during the period of ianstruetion.
He looked at me rather funny and dida't say anything. 3o I repeated the
statement. He still did not say amything, so I told him to leave the
roo-, get rid of nis gat and when he got rid of it to come back. He left
rather reluctantly snd came back a few minutes later without it. He
soped the rest of tie afternoon. The follewing day he came back for his
lesson sgain with a cheekful of qat. Ye again asked him to get rid of
'1s.mmmwerWum-xmmmm
you would rather have me siudy without the gat, but to me that is ime
possible, without qat ay head is not elear, I cannot concentrate, I
esnnot think, nor is my mind retentive. I must have it if I am to do
anything. If you insist wpom sy leaving my qat bshind, then I toe will
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not come anymore.” Considering the fact t.at Abdallah was being given
the epportunity of a lifetime to receive Instruction in radio and that
he would give up this opportunity rather than give up gat, we decided
that perhaps it was best to subjugate our feelings in the matter and
make the best of the situation with Abdallah and his qat. ‘

is time went on, we learned more about this typleal exsmple of
gat chewer. This man was certainly far above average in intelligence.
e was marrded and had two wives, his salary was $40,00 per month. He
maintained his household on §10.00 plus what was contriluted by his
father and a btrother living with him while he used $30.00 of the 340,00
te buy qat.




DWEIDAR ALLAH TAREEK

mmm;mmumﬁhmum.m
symbolic of the key words to the secrets of the Yemen., Dweldar is a
title given to very mmall boys who are employed as pages in the palace
of the King and in some of the homes of the very rich. The boy is
usually five to ten years cld. His madn duty seesns to be to escert
visitors throuzh the courtyard to the doorway of the palace and to make
certain that none of the women are around st the time the strangers are
entering. MMuufmumﬁMtn“htMHu'l
palace wss invariably the same. %Ye alighted from the ear at the gate
to the courtyard. The guard at the gate would open it wide enouw'h o
Mbmmmuﬁmuuunnnsuw«rmm-
D~ppep=i=dea~r, Eventually a little regged dirty urchin would come to
the gate and escort us scross the courtyard to the door of the palace
where we were again told to wait. FPrinee Hotahir, the King's Alde de
Camp would meet us al Lhe door of the palace and escort us up to the
King's chamber., As in most of the other bulldings of the Yemen, the
stairway in the pelace consisted of about tem steps then a right angle
turn, than sbout ten more steps and snother turn, GSefore each turn,
Prince dotahlr would say culte audibly, "lieelee]—egocl] TogonPocgoegi”
as & warning te any female who might be around to get out of the way.

The “Dweidar® wae only a festure of the very wealthy homes, bub
“jllah Tareek" was & lfeature of every home. The words "Allash Tareek”
(give way - get under cover) at sach turn of the stairway to make
certain that we did not see anything which was not intended for us teo
see was indicative of the efforts of the Yemenl to keep visitors from
seeing the =embers of the housshold just as they had for centuries past
mede every effort to keep strangers from seeing thelr country,




THE YPMENI ARMY

ﬂo!m;iw“ndﬁabrhdmaﬁﬂﬂﬁmmﬁ
ealist for life. In addition there is compulsory military training for
‘a perdod of three to six months for most men. It is estimated thst be-
tween five and seven thousand iroeps are stationed in and near Ssna's.
The rest are stationed in garrisons varying in number rom a half
dozen or 5o soldiers in some villages to an estimated 400 soldiers st
Hodelda. These outlying garrisons are spparently under the autherity
of the headman of the comsunity in which they are stationed and serve
him in the performance of his duties seting particularly as gusrds, tax
cw,mmmmr-.mm-mmw-. From this duty
the soldier gleans extra pay. In tex collecting he receives gifts and
bribes, in serving & subpoens and hauling seme unfortunate before the
headusn of the village he receives a fee from the unfortunate who may
know nothing about what is going on, be entirely innocent of all ac-
cusstions, and be relessed after being brought befere the headman -
released that is from everything except the fee to the soldier whe
brought him to court. Most of the soldlers sesm to prefer service away
from the maln garrison at Sana'a, |

There is &« large garrison stationed in Tals, the seat of the Crown
Prince. There seen to be &t least a thousand soldiers stationed in and
near the city itself. It is probable that throughout the province there
are thres or four thousand sore. bDuring the Crown Frince's visit te
Aden 1t is sald he advertlsed for additional recruits for the awmmy.
These fectors alght be consideraiions in the suecession to the thrown
should 1t come to s showdown fight. These scldiers are direetly under
the Crown Prince's authority whereas no other contender is actually in
 charge of any troops at the present time, although he aight be in days
to come.

Basic pay for a Yemeni coldier is 5 Maria Theresis dollars a month
plus an allowasnce of grain. It 1s believed that the average soldlier

ANELASS! IFIED
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sugments this by 50 teo 100 dellars a year in outside income from fees,
tips, bribes, and gifts.

Eoch soldier is equipped with a rifle, & bandoleer of shells, and
a gaubiysh -~ the native kaife. These articles he keeps with him at all
times. The only other item of equipmest which some of the soldiers
carried was & sasll lesther ssck, This ssck is usually 4 to 6 inches
in diaseter and 12 to 16 inches long. In it they carry a icaf of bread
or more usually & bundle of qat.

Travelling is & relatively simple matter for the Yameni Jrmy. 4
soldler or group of soldisrs are told to zo somewhere 0 they start off -
walking. They do not carry rations or equipnent but eat off the country
as they go. A Yemeni soldier will net of his om sccord sleep out in the
open., He will stop and billet himself in any village he i= passing through.

Nost Yemeni officers in the Sana's garrison have the aspesrance of
belng old men. . uite & few of themn are Turks who remained after 1917,
dalaries range from 20 te 60 dollars a month plus whatever can be gleaned
frou outside sources. Mmmmm(mmlu
m!cnuw,uumzamumnmmw
soldier in the ipmy. It is probavle that the Iragl officers while in
ﬁnmmmmmumm-m
and that these officers wiil protably fiand it convenient to stay in the
Yesen rather than return to Irag.

There exists in Sana'a a military scademy where future smy officers
are trained, I was never lavited to vieit this sehool which is in one
section of a large caserne but had ocecssion to pass by the plases quite
vften. There was no indicetion of what was belng taught but it seems
th;wdutmnbjutlmmiullmtw. The enrel!ment
secned to consist of about 50 cadets, These cadets a.l seemed to be 20
years or wore cld. They wore a distinotive Lrown uniform.

| The formations and titles of rans in the Yemenl Armmy spparently
follow those in the Iragi Amy. No one of my students, consisting of
captains and lieutenants, was able te give me even an spproximate outiine
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of the orgsaization of the smy., The Sana's garrison consists mainly of
infantry. There are in addition sbout 20 machine guns of various seskes
snd models and about 20 assorted plsces of artillery in evidence. The
artillery consiots of items varying frem 75 ma pack howitsers to a
battery of four guns sbout 4 1/2 isches bore, with barrels about 6
feet long. nz.mmmatu-mmmmm
by the Turks in 1918, There sre susposed to be a few artillery pleces
in Hodelda; there probably are a few pieces in Tals,

m“uutmaponﬁtwmatbwmtm_km-.
The Enginearing equipnent is non-existent except for some black powder
and caps which could be used for Llasting, There is: no mediecal service.
The troops live off the lind, Cosmunicatiens are carried on chiefly by
mesns of messengers, flags, or lights. Flaje consist of 2 single white
seuaphore flag sboul one yard square which is ueed to make the charssters
of the alphabet. There are a few signel lights and some reflectors.
 Ho other equipment besides the above wmentioned was in evidence previous
to our gift of 1 radlo set, CR 694, 2 R 536, & LR 300, and 4 tele-
phones ' 2,

4 small, well-irained ammy properly used in the mountains of the
Youen could fight successfully against a superior enemy similarly
equipped. Unless there were some wotive such a&s 2 religlous wer or
the prospect of obtaining quantities of loot o give driving foree to
the individusl, I do not believe the Yemeni immy today is capable of
fighting & determined aymed adversary. It is probable that slmost all
the officers could be bought off and that a few dollars aplece would
convince the soldiers they had more important business than getting in
a fight in which someone might get hurt.

These same soldiers 1f taken out of the country aad given basie
modern equipment with instruction in medern methods of figiting are
excellent soldiers, Some of the best soldlers the Itallans had in the
Kthdoplan campalsn were Yemenis, One battalion under Itallan officers
distinguished itseif time and again, yet the same individuals upon
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returning home reverted to the lasy attitude of the Yemen and were soon
as shiftless and lethargic as ever.

It is doubtful whether there is any honest loysalty in the army.
ithin limits the smy will perfomu sny peace time duties assigned to
it by the present king. Its sctions on his death are unpredictable. ‘
Host of the soldiers snd officers would probably like to continue on
as they did in the past., If it comes to & question of internal strife
to detemine the succession it might Just be a guestlon of who pays the
wost. If it is a question of an uprising by an uharmed and unorganized
eivil populatien, the army woul.d probably stand solidly behind the
govermment (whether the present king or his successor) provided they
wore being padd regularly. If it is a question of invasion by & reason~
ably strong acgressor, a few well placed bribes would probably be the
best spearhead of sttack., This state of doubtful loysliy seems to be
quite well known to the king who is sald to demand from each influential
eivil servant, such as the governor of & province or headman of an im-
portant community, a son to be kept in the eitadel at Sana'a as hostage
to guarantee faithiful perfommance of duties by the father.




Aceording to the rules any qualified Yemeni may succeed to the throne
.muMMll.ma‘wf&mmmmﬂf.&h. As & matter of
fact, barring pelitical uwpheaval or revelution, the cheice of contenders
is limited to & very few individuals, both from the royal family and frem
other families.

Generally the contenders fall inte three classes:

1. Those who as king would continue the present policies of govern~
ment, including oppression of tie people, lsolation, and no sttempt at
any improvements which were not mandatory because of o.tside events.

2. Those who as king would institute & regime stlill more fanatic
than this one under which the people would be oppressed still more than
they are st present.

3. Those who as king would have the good of the common people at
heart, and might institute reforms, political and secial, for the common
good of zll,

mmmlumthwuum:llmltrMMmt

Croun Prince Ahmed

Frince Hussein

El Wagir Abdallah (Notet JNot Prince Abdallah, second son of the King)
There are others but thelr names were never mentioned nor did I censider it
advissble to laquire,

Frince Abdallah, the second son of the king, is not thought to aspire
to the throne although 't seems he 1s liked perhaps better than either
Ahwed or Hussein. Of the other princes in power it is thought that Kaseim,
*mmmammutmtm.bnntu*twhma
chance of becoming king, and would probably leave the country rather than
become lavolved in any contest of contenders for the throne.

Of the three contenders whose nawes are known, Crown Frinee Ahmed
is st present the king's choiee and the peoples' anathems. A review of
the Intelligence Reports (imerican and Pritish) conceraing his actions
on the oceasion of his visit to Aden in May 1946 would probably give




basis for the expressed confidential opinion of the people of the Yenen
that it would be best for all concerned if Ahmed were not king. It is
probable that conditlons would be worse under Almed than they are at
present and that they would grow progressively worse 28 time went on.

I met no one who spoke & guod weord for Ahwed, Those who spoke at all
dislike him. There was one incident which might infer that the king
was concerned with the sctions and spparent shortcomings ~f his cldest
son. Ahmed went to Aden with his father's permission ostensibly to
obtain medical attention. /s interpreter for the American doctors on
the mission I saw several, perhaps all, the letters Ahmed sent his father
concerning the reports of the doctors who examined him. The king was
extremely anxious that the jamerican doctors explain and advise him on
everything contalned in the reports. The final reports recommended
simple treatment rather than an operation. ‘This relieved the king
considerably. (According to the Crown Prince's personal physiclan
there was nothing particularly wrong with Almed, It is thought his
trip to mnnlborhpolm-vof hds own mind based on political
considerations. Ahmed probably speculated that he would play up to
the British at the time the /merican Mission was in Sana's and thus
gain support for himself at the time of the succession.) Toward the
end of his vigit in Aden, Ahmed is sald to have written his father and
asked permission to go to Egypt. His father is said to have answered
in effect, my son it has been several yeurs since you have cosze to Sanz'a
to visit me. If you are well enough to visit in Egypt you are well
enough to come to Sems'a. Ahmed did not go to Egypt, neither did he

" come to Sana'a, nor as far as I could find out did he ever plan on
visiting Sana'a at any time soon, It is possible that the xing ie
aware of the dangers which might befall the country should the Crown
Prince succeed him and that he may as a protection to the future of the
fanily make some adjustmentes and changes. There is no indication what
these adjustments or changes might be, 1f any, but the incentive to make
them, the pressure to make them, and the knowledge that the reforms
should be made exist.
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Prince Hussein, the third son of the king is the other prince with
apparently definite asplrations and chances to the throne. With the
possible exeeption of Abdallah, Hussein is the wost able and most widely
experienced of the princes. lHe has travelled a little in England, France,
Italy and Japan. He cen sometimes understand the meaning of very l}npic
English sentences if they are spoken slowly. He is deseribed as being
extremely fanatical on religious matters. Within my own experience I
know that at prayer time he asks Lo be excused, regardless of what is
belng done at the moment, and going to a corner of the room performs
the speropriate prayer ritual, then returns to the business at hand,
Within the limits f his restricted experience he is shrewd; he as-
similates new ideas readily; he is sensitive to the mood and intentions
of those with whom he is speaking. In spite of his travels and his
position as minister of finance and commerce and personal representative
of the King, his knovledge of how to conduct even the simplest of business
matters involving foreigners is limited to the point of being almost nen~
existent. For exsmple, in reporting to Prince Hussein on the merits of
a strean I had surveyed at his request for hydro electiric development, I
went into the subject of fixed costs ol the installation. The idea of
fixed costs and interest on investment were new to him. in faet he did
not even know the Arabic word for lnterest.

It is believed that should eclreunstances be such that Hussein
ascends to the throne, conditions will remain essentially as they are
with the possibility that pressure might bring slight improvement.

I do not know El Wagir Abdallah personally. It seems though that
_he and his brother are two of the wealthiest and most powerful men in
the Yemen outeside the royal family., His brother it seems is the logical
contender for the throne but becsuse of a physieal imperfection is not
eligitle. The brother therefore has thrown his influence behind El VWazir
Abdalinh with the object of obtaining power for the family. It a pears
that the king is aware of this threat to the succesaion within his own
family and as a consequence keeps Fl Wasir Abdallsh close to the court,
apparently in the role of advisor, but actually so that his movements
may be watched closely. % g
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As far as I could find out El Wazir Abdallah would, as far as wel-
fare of the people and the country are concerned, be the worst possible
cholce as successor to the present king. It is the concensus of opinion
that his rule would be considered eruel and oppressive even when compared
to conditions as they now exist. .

In any discussion of the future of the Yemen there is one person
who, in spite of his present position must be taken into account, even
though he is not a conteader for the throne, Kadi Ragib Dey. For over
ZDylmhlhnbmrweignninuhr for the Yemen. It is probable that
his knowledge of Buropean polities and his ability as a diplomat, coupled
with the apparent confidence the king had in him, was as large a factor
as any in the successful conduet of the foreign policy of the Yemen.
During the negotiations for a treaty of friendship and commerce (see
"fhe Treaty of Sana'a” by Mr. R. H. Sanger in "The American Foreign
Service Journal' for August 1946) Kadi Ragib Bey resigned from his post
as foreign minister and went to the extreme of donning Zuropean clothes
and saying that he was through with Yemeni affairs. About & month later
he was back in native attire, It became apyarent that he had been asked
to resume his post as foreign minister. About this time he becane
slightly ill and sent for Dr., Merucel who later told me of the visit.
Kadi Ragib was apparently in a talkative mood and spoke at length en
the future of the Yemen and on his own position. DPey's background,
observetions, and contacts through the years gave him ample opportunity
with respect to other independent countries. He knew the people were
by and large dissatisfied and that conditions were intolerable to a point
such that the status quo eould only be maintained by force. Lnemies of
the state existed both inside the Yemen and outside but fortunately they
were unorganized and lacked any strength or power. It was unlikely that
any uprising would oceur during the lifetime of the present king. It
was pmblaa‘tiul as to whether the common people could muster together
enough power to better their lot even after the king died but it could
be only a matter of time until an attempt would be made. It was doubtful
if the attempt would be succeesful without the out.-.l:h h. of another
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country., The attempt at an uprising if unsupported would probably
be guelled by forece and the lot of the people become worse; if, however,
the uprising showed sufficient power a few changes might ‘e made in the
existing system. Kadi Bey said he had been asked to resume his former
post as foreign minister but had not as yet accepted nor would he
accept until he was assured of the full powers nomally assoclated
with the office, He would then accept the office and continue to
attempt to influence thou‘nguinsututoﬂmwichmldin
tive make the govermment of the Yemen a constitutional monarchy with
a king at its head and elected representatives of the people ar &
legislature, He realized that this was & redical change from the
absolute monarchy and feudal system which exists now but eventually
the change was coming and it might be better for those now in power
if the change were made voluntarily on their part rathe- than have
it happen by force at some time in the future.
" ghether Kadi Ragib Bey actuslly is in power or mot, he has been
in the service of the ‘emeni government toe long to be overlooked as
a major factor in influencing any great decision of that Mnt.
He probably sees more clearly than any other man the possible future
paths which circumstances and destiny may lay out for the Yemen. It
would be a mistake to assume he iz no longer in a position to influence
the destiny of this country. Any large scale operation which did mot
take into account his influence would be overlocking a factor which
might be a help or a hinderance to Its success. If Dey's ldeas are
sccepted in part or in total by the king it may have an effeet on
the succession as well as the future of the Yemen.
' It is known that there are other aspirants to the throne, some of
whom have the welfare of the nation and its people at heart and would
if chosen make good rulers for the country. Characteristically enough,
the names of these benevolent candidates were never mentioned. It is
apparent that barring unforeseen circumstances, none of them are power-
ful or influential mush teo ascend to the throne.

The three main contenders at the prbsent time are Crown Prince

-8




Ahmed, Prince Hussein, and El Waglr ibdallah, Should Ahmed die before
his father and everyihing else remain as is, there seems little doubt
that Huseein would be next king. If Husseln supperts Almed there lis
little doubt that Ahmed would ascend the throne. If Almed and Hussein
disagree then El Wasir ibdsllsh has his greater opportunity of dis-
placing the present ruling family. In this instance it would become
a multisided slugging matens in which the contestant having over-
whelming power would take over the whole country, or if no contestant
had power enough to eliminste the others the country might be divided
IwmralntMlpmoqnunmlﬁhynwm. The
opportunity for a dark horse to ester the contest and eliminate the
m-ammncirmgwrmmmmu-.

| If no contest develops between Hussein and Ahmed snd it is decided
that Alsed shall have the throne then it is possible that the death of
the king, when it cecurs, and should it oceur suddenly, will be kept
a secret long enough for Ahmed to come from Tals to Sana'a (& minimum
of 30 hours continuous travel time under present conditions), Then
the death of the king and the ascension of Almed to the Lhrone would
be announced simultaneously. It is probable that under these conditions
the accomplished fact of having & king on the throne would keep any
rivel contenders from being successful as they might have & chance of
being should there be & lupse of time bLetween the death of the present
king and the choosing of his successor. .
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SEIF EL ISLAM ABDALLAH

Seif el Islam (Prince) Abdallah, the second son of the King is the oaly
foreign representative of the Yemen, Prince Abdallah lives in Calro where
he maintalns contact betwsen the Yemen and the outside world and where he
seems to be extremely active in Arab League funoctions., He has recently been
Joined by a full brother, Printe Yahysh, who is one of the miner Princes.

It seems that Abdallah prefers to be outeide of the Yemen where he could carry
on the business of his Father's country. It is he who is hiring the Lebancnese,
who scts as foreign trade representative in buying what is needed by the
!ﬂnﬂh.ﬂﬂuﬂt%htod’t&ht&l“ﬂh,uﬂuh
represent the country in the meetings of the Arab League,

Prince Abdallsh is like his brothers in many respects., He is differeat
mainly in one respect, n-mumsWummmmu~
tween his country snd the other countries of the world. In my contacts with
him he repeated time and again the thought that it must seem absurd to a great
ecountry like the United 3tates to deal with a country so backward as the
Yemen, He spoke of the needs of the Yemen and in the same bresth indicated
mtumummwtuimuuumtuwunm
enornous guantitlies of goods needed Ly others as to appear insignificant,
Nevertheless the needs were urgent and he asked for all the help that could
be given in obtalning these gocds., le is apparently thought of juite highly
by the Yemeni masses.

It is my impression that Prince ibdallah would much prefer remaining
in Egypt and keep himself aloof from internal politics of the Yemen,

-
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FREE YEMEN PARTY

" A telegran from the Free Yemen party signed "Norsen and Zobari" was
received in Vashington a few woeks before the misslon left the states.
m.umpmnmuummrmmthmmnmntmmm
the present government of the Yemen was an oppreseive governceat, did not
have the best interests of the people at heart, and left the definite lme
pression that the people were dissatisfied with the sduinistration and its
volicieas

Puring the eight days we were in Aden unloading and assembling our
equipment we had contact with many Yemenis, mostly laborers. fiveryone of
them who sxpressed an opinion at all voleed the same thought "Imam no good,"
Along the route into Sana's I had occcasion to speak to many natives, farmers,
lsborers, soldiers, merchants, teachers, government offieials, agaln those
who expressed an opinion at all spoke disapprovingly of the king and the
harshness of the rule,

In Sana's 1t was the same story. I came Lo know mamy people from all
stations of life, varying from begsars on the street to high government
officiale; if an opinion was expressed it was always agalnst the government.
Many of these pecple spoke quite freely to me, I made it a pelnt always to
listen but never to comment or express an opinion of my own except to leave
one thought with them, I would point out to them that they were one of the
few Arab nations whish had natlensl independence; they had the best school
system of any Arab country I knew ofj Lhey were rich in natursl rescurces.
I pointed out to then Lhat they should be thankful for Lhese blesaings and
grateful that theirs was a government strong enough and wise enough to have
maintained their independence through the years when most smsll countries
were loaing thelrs.

The main complaints of the people fell into a few well defined categoriss
Mﬁ.mmwmnﬂm.mmdvnwﬂlﬂyunhm-ﬂu
which our own Bill of Rights protects us againat,




It is no exaggeration to say that no one is satisfied with the present
government and that everyose including the king knows it. I could find no
evidence of an internal oppesition party or society or of any organized plan
dedﬂMWwdmu\sﬁnuwmdM
hMHmMWI@MWN‘W!‘MWMW
able of revolting successfully against an oppression they all hate, If the
isprobable happened and they were successful in a revolution then I believe
that the government which might be established after the revolution would
be as bad or worse than the one they now have - unless & plan and organisa=
tion not at present in evidence guides the efforts and sets definite aims
and objectives for the people to reach, maintain, and Limprove on.

The Free Yemeni Party might be the basis for an organized plan, Noymsn
and Zobari seem to be the leaders of this unorgsnised organization, These
mmtomnﬂhnmmﬁnpmﬂuhpmm!m I
. made believe I did not know them; they im turn ¢id not mention the Free
Yemen Party or say why they had come to see me. We spent a half hour or so
tdkthtth.lnn:’mgmnl. They expressed great interest in the equipe
ment we were assembling and several times expressed the hope that owr mission
would result in benefit to the common people of the Yemen, Not one time did
Mbﬂn;upamtuﬂrmltwmﬁrnﬁahm“m. Had 1 not
known vho these men were and what their background was I would have tsken
it for granted that they were just two of the better class Yemeni residing
in Aden who had cose down to get mequainted, =)

Among the many people who spoke of the oppressiveness of the governe
sent there was evidence of knowledge of the existence of the nucellus of the
Free Yemeni Party. From various statezents made it was also evident that
correspondence was carried on between members im the Yemen and those in Aden.
Onge during our stay in Sana'a a few handbills denouncing the government
were scatbered in the street. bgmmtotﬁddmt&uo\dthnuh&-
bills to me but several citisens did, I never saw one. I am under the
impression they were printed sheets brought into the country and scattered
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sbout the strests at night, (There is not a single primting press in the
Yemen of which I was able to find evidence,) It is possible that the hand
billes were written by hand, I am under the impression Lhere were not more
than 200 of them distributed. _

At the moment it seems thab the activity of the Free Yesen Party and
any other organizations which might exist is limited to a few press articles
outslde the Yewen (there is no press or any other method of expression ine
side the Yemen), an ocecasional distribution of handbills tiwown in the streects
at night, snd an ineffective amouldering fire in the hearts of many Yemeni
which is useless as long as there is no organization or plan. If left en~
tirely to themselves it is improbable that the members of the Free Yemen
Farty will st any time in the foreseeable future become a factor in determin-
ing future Yemeni history. If given outside help this party could essily
become the minority faction capable of dominating the country,

Horman and Zobari seem to be the leaders recognized ms such from withe
in and Trom without the Yemen, WNeither of these men appear te be the strong
leader type. Thelr background is school tesching. Their chief wvalue to the
opposition is symbolic. It appears that the British in Aden are more than
aware of thelr presence and may in fact be giving them Just enough persomal
assistance to keep them under control for future use should the need arise.
During the Crown Prince's visit to Aden he had his scouts out looking for
Mmbntnithwo:mumldhm I do not believe any individ-
ual could hide suscessfully in Aden without official help, particularly if
the Crown Prince in his desire to return these men to the Yemen was willing
ummrmuucmmmummmum
own. B i

Ithwaghntw!mmwwmtofmtmmw
friendly feeling for Russia at the present time, Those who know anything
at all about present day events think of Mussia as being an oppressor of
‘personal liberties; these people want freedom from personsl oppression. The
people also resember an unsuccessful Russian business mission which camete
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the Yemen, stayed awhile and returned, so they say, in disgrace and ab cone
sidersble financiasl loss. I do not belleve Russis would be first ciolce

amongst these people as a source of outside help but he could be sscond or
third or could be used as a threat to foree others to help.

The French iission which visited 3ana’s while I was there gave the ime
pression they would like to gobble up this juley morsel of potential colonial
material, In time to come the Fremch might be a source of cutside help,

England's strategle and commerclal stake in the Yemen is greater than
that of any other nation. At the present time practicaliy all of the come
merce of the Yemen is carried on through the British Port of Adenm and forms
a falr percentage of the comnerce of that port., There is no doubt that the
British keep very close watch over all developments in the Yemen and that
any move by a foreign power would be duly noted and proper steps taken to
preserve British interests. As time goes on i the Yemeni sttempt to gain
commerelal independencs from Aden I do not believe the British will attempt
u-wmm'uww. I do not, howsver, bslieve the British
dllnllmmhﬁohmpnhth!mﬂﬁwtmu.mmwnﬁ
line through the Red Sea,

~ Conversations with kajor Seager, the British Political Agent for the
Eastern Aden Frotectorate and Yestern Aden Protegtorate, leave no doubt of
the fact that a close watch iz belng kept on developments in the Yemen. It
1s quite apparent that there are probably paid native observers in the country
in high positions and low, Major Seager by reputation is 2 capable man of
action and not of boasts, numumhnmwt-ﬂxmd
start a revolution and overthrow the preseat government of the Yemen in two
weeks”, I have every reason to believe that Najor Seager could foment a re~
volt and that perhaps the Free Yemen Party was one of the Aces he was hold=
ing up his sleeve for future use should it become necessary., Any successful
uprising in the Yemen must have outslde armed help or must have the support
or approval of the amy at home. I question whether the British could afford
publieity of supporting a revolutionsry ammy from the outside or of shipping
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encugh arms inte the Yemen te equip = citizen army, I do not know Lf they
have done the necossary ground work to buy off the Amy sud arrange to have
the whole job appear to be a bona fide internal rising. (In Sana's I was
asked on two occasions by mesbers of the Royal Family how well I knew Seager
and whether I had visited him or his assistant, s lLebanese whose nase I do
ot resesber, I anewered that I had met Major Seager during the time we
were assembling our equipment in Aden and he had given me msny valusble
hints on driving in sand but that I had never visited him otherwise, This
seemed to satisfy the inquiry since it was sctually the ease.)




JuES

It is estimsted Lhat there are absut 30,000 Jews in the Yemen. Nost
of these live in the Jewish quarters of the larger cities. The Jewish com=
munity in Sana's nusbers sbout 5,000 and is the largest single Jewish groupe
At the present time these people occupy a favored position. It is reputed
that the king, within limits, is tolerant and holds them in high regard,
This favored position i3 evidenced for instance in the tax system, A Jew
is taxed 1 to 5 dollars a’ year for each member of his frmily and that is
all, whereas a Moslem is, it seems, taxed everything thst can be taken sway
from hime

Restrictions are placed on the Jews but these seem to be Lraditional
_and as often as not work Lo Lhe benefit of the Jew, Many of the restrictions
have been relaxed with the years. For in:tance, a Jew may now ride a donkey
whore formerly he was not permitted to do so, The leading Jew in the Sana'a
cosmunity is allowed to own and use an automoblle. The Sana's Jews are
noticeably cleaner than the Arabs so that thelr segregation in one part of
town could be an ndvantage. The traditional dress of the Jews is a little
more somber than that of the kosleme ke may not wesr the gambiyah but ine
stead wears two sealp locks one extending down each side of his face just
in front of the ears,

As a group, the Jews seem to be better businessmen nnd craftsmen than
the Moslems., "hile he must live in the part of the eily reserved for hiam,
he may have his business in cther parts of the town and may apparently slso
associate with Hoslems in business enterprises,

xmmm.mm«rmnmmuu{rm
o}.muwmmumtmtmmnsﬁutumnm. There
are known rules and so long as these are not broken all seems to go well,

In spite of this tolerance for Jews at home the loalem Yemenls have a
very strong feeling concerning the Palestine situation and ars wholehearteds
1y opposed to any plan whlch permits any furtierance of the Jowish cause in
Falestine.




Foreign commerce like almost everything else in the Yemen is s paradox,
From time Lmmemorial the caravan routes from Hast to West have crossed the
Yemen, In spite of this background and in spite of its strategic locatien
on the Red Sea, the Yemen is as nearly isolated as any country could possibe
ly be. ‘hmhmtadnhpomnminmmumtum. Hocca
the ancient port of the Yemen fell into disuse about 80 years ago. fHodeida
mgﬂ;mmzwmwwwwncumm
merit designation as a port sinece even the smallest native dhows of only
20 to 50 tons capacity must anchor sway from shore in the opsn sea and be
loaded and unlosded with row boats used as lighters.

¥ithin recent times the importeexport trade of the Yemen has been handled
alnost entirely through the Port of Aden, It is not a trues import~export
business in the sense that Yemeni merchants deal with merchants of foreign

countries, rather it is simply that the Yemenis buy from and sell to the
morchants in Aden who in‘turn perform the actual functions of importing and
exporting,

There are no baniking fecilities of any kind in the Yemen. The uerchants
with only one or two exceptions are inexperienced and have not the least conw
uﬁimofmumﬂmmthmntmig:umm.

The ehief exports to the United States consist of coffee and hides have
ing 2 value of about $500,000 a year, Iumm-msorm-,
some food products not produced locally and some machinery.




AGRICULTURE

The wide variation in climatic, rainfall and soil comditions found in
the Yemen is such as Lo favor the growth of slmost every crop normally found
in the United States, Climatic variations are caused by differences in
elevation varying from the Ishama, a ccastal plane near sea level, So high
platesus and wnlleys as much as 10,000 feet above sea level, The yearly rain-
fall in the high altitudes is about 10 inches, In some areas this annual
rainfall is concentrated in a few hard rains; in others it is epread out ine-
to as many as 60 or 70 precipitations. Thers is little rainfall in the Tahaua,
nevertheless there seems to be plenty of water in what appears to be a desert
waste, This water is supplied by the runeff from the foethlills and mountains,
lost of the runoff is wasted as it resches the sea in the form of flash
floods; enough of it is lt“lﬂhmul'llﬂdl 2o that practically every-
where one finds wells which native use for irrigating small plantings. 4t
the preseat time no system of conserving the rainfall and using it economie
cally for irrigstion exists, There is evidence of an extensive gystem of
- drrigation projects which were in existence in ancient times,

Just as there is a wide variation in the climate, so also iz there wide
variation in the physical appearance of the plantings. These in places are
many square mlles in extent along level grounds In other places the plante
Mminhrrmnﬂéuotntuphﬂhwﬂhmp&oua‘lmuum
square feet, There is a veat amount of undeveloped land sultahle for agri-
cultural purposes, both along the banks of streams, in the Tahams snd in
the mountains, During the past 400 years little has been done to improve
any of this land, In fact, it is probable that more land has been abandoned
'Mngmnmnmmmmm. Some of the reasons are avparenti
the natural inclination of the uneducated Noslem to pass everything off with
the expression, "If Allsh wills," instead of doing the necessary amount of
work to e¢laim a bit of land for himself; the insecurity which existed during
the 400 years of Turkish occupationj the proverty of the common people which
does not allow them to take the time away from what little work they might
have in order to claim = plece of land which would be thelrs for the improve
ing, and their inability %o think far encugh ahead to work in cooperative
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groups, some working to lmprove land while others supperted them by their
regular labor; Lhe lack of faith in the government which seems to kill any
incentive which the people might have; the reluctance on the part of the
present government to undertake any project which wight mean a present ex~
penditure regardless of any long term profit which might wesult. It might
be said that the Yemenl of today is living on the toil of his ancestors who
worked, terrsced, snd improved the land he is still living from.

Seiection, care, and breeding of anlmals is as backward sa is everything
else. There is nothing which could be classed as fine stoek. fThe greins,
fruits and other agricultural products are almost all of very poor quality.
ot even the most basic improvements have been introduced.

It is believed that with proper conservation and utilization eof the
evailable rainfall, development of usable land and improvement in agricultur=
al methods, the country could support several times the populstion it mow
hase

[INPI Acesrirh
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EINEALS

Today the Yemenis feel their helplessness in coping with the problems
of a world about which they know nothing, The war cut of! their normal chan=
nels of commerce, it upset their way of 1life, and now they find 1t diffieult
to return to their old routine of doing business through the Port of Aden
and maintaining their complete isolation, They look at their neighbor Saudi
Arabia and see that it has gained a position of world lmportance through
its development by Americans. They look back on history and long for the
position the Yemen occupled in ancleat tlmes, Arabia Felix, the garden spot
.rth-mmn.

On the political side it is reslized that the positlion of the royal
family is assured as long as the present king lives, 'ho will succeed the
Inam and whether it will even be a member of the same fanily are probleas
they are concerned with, They are concerned with the predatory character-
istiecs of all world powers except thwe United States, They see Lhe value of
maintaining their isolation but wonder how long they might be able Lo maine
tain it, They know that one way of gracefully ocpening the shell of isola~
tion is to grant concessions for petroleum and obther minerals, which they
are convinced exist in commercial quantities in thelr country, to foreign
companies, I‘r they would consider sny concessions at all it is believed they
would prefer dealing with Ameriesn companies rather than Lhose of any other
country.

The exsct reactions of the royal family toward granting mineral concege
dmhmtkmnmmthdrmhmﬁduhdut:ugumm
is made at obtaining concessions. The known factors are;

1. mtmnumrum-rmmmnoumuomrw
buy the few things they are accustomed to importing, The need for sone of
these imports, particularly textiles, is so acute that it can be inferred
to have political significance as well as commercial significance for the
royal family.

2, It is belleved that the Crown Prince without his father's
knowledge is attempting to Hire two geologists to make surveys.




'3. The Yemend government is contracting for the services of
Lebanese professionsl men. including doctors, medical hbmhﬂ technieians,
pharnacists, civil engineers, sgricultural engineers, sducators and perheps
others, Ihis indicates a desire for an attempt at cautious advancement and
might be the forerunner of things to come,

ke nm;cmtouamunormﬂ-mnnﬁumm
orummrwmmmumrmmmmnmwum.

5¢ It cen be taken for granted that belore they give s final ans-
wor to any proposal, they will examine it minutely and with suspieion and
that the final decision, if setuslly a grant of concession, would only be
reached after long drawn out negotiationse '

It would be diffigult to speculste on the existence of minerals in com=
mercial quantities in the Yemen, It is known that Lhere are salt deposits
along the coast. There is = "mountain of sslti" near Marab about 400 miles
inland, ¥uech of the country is suitsble for exploration by geophysical
methods, Notives have brought me sumples of whet seemed to be iren and lead
Mtwﬁd&hqulwmludm The government at ons time
asked me to survey and appraise a coal depoait near Sana'a., They never
fcllandthrugheuthhnmthttnspuﬂnjtomﬁu“bknn
" the place and the eoal I gathered il must be an extresely poor grade of
fuel, probably peet nixed with rock if that combination is possible, kica
deposits are known to exist, Uold is spoken of, ‘hether these minerals
and perhaps others exist in commercial quantities can only be guessed at
until the time metusl exploration and evaluation takes place.




BUNCLASS

HYDRO ILECTRIC SURVEYS

On request of the Yemeni government I visited two streams for the
purpose of evaluating their potentiality as sources of hydro electric
power, Both surveys were disappointing from the viinpo.tnt of power
development. One at El Hagir was nothing more than a little mountain
spring with a flow of one cubic foot per second and sufficient head to
develop about 50 horsepower. The other at El Harid was little more than
@ brook which might develop 35 horsepower of all the water could be
used and the total drop over a distance of two miles utilized. The value
of both streass to the farming lands around was greater than the value of
any power which eould be obtained from them even if they were situated
right at the load center, which they were not.

These surveys did afford an opportunity to visit places outside
Sana'a and furnished observations and background.

In both cases complete reports were given to the Yemeni government
on the economics of the hydro electric site surveyed and a recommendation

that the development would not be economically feasible was made,

N ASSiepen




ARCHEOLOGY

There are many known sites of ancient Himyaritic ruins in the Yemen.
As a rule those ruins remain untouched by the natives, There seems to be
a superstitution and fear which keeps mnst of the nttl.lua from digging in
these ruins and which also makes them hostile to anyone else who might wish
to exeavato and explore them, In line with the government's policy of
iaoiati.m, it also has shown an almost impunetraiie reluctance to allow any=-
one to see the remains of anclent civilization. A fow foreigners have been
ailowed to maxke limited explorations however. The best collection of
Himyaritic items that I know of is locked in one room of the guest house at
Sana'a. After askiag four different tlues I was allowed to see this collec-
tion and to take pictures, If the few items in this room are indicative of
the things stlill undiscovered, the Yemen must be a storehouse of archeolog-
ical treasure, ‘

I was able to buy from various merchants about a half dozen small
. statues supposedly Himyaritiec. I bought all of these in one week, then in
spite of all ingquiries and attempts to find more I was always told there
were no more avsilable. On two cccasions merchants promised to bring me
some but both times the merchante sent word they could not find any for sale.




POPULATION

The population of the Yemen according to the best available estinates
is about 3,500,000, a figure roughly equal to the population of the rest
of the Arabian peninsula, There is a distinet and noticeable difference be-
tween the people along the coast, many of whom have negroid features, and
the people of the inland, most of whou have the typical white Arab app;aranco.
The coastal population generally seems to be healthier and have more stamina
and larger bodies than the inland people. They are better workers and
walkers, They seea to get a little more food and much less qat which may
account for their sucerior appearance. They probably average 10 to 15 pounds
more in weight per man than the inland men. The men of ths interior were
seldom taller than five foot six or seven inchesj they were slender and small
boned; averaged perhaps 120 pounds in weight, A fat Yemeni is a rarity.

In spite of Lhe complete absence of statistical figures it is believed
that the population is relatively stable with no noticeable inecrease or de-
crease in recont years, The apparently high birth rate is balanced by a high
infant mortality rate which is estimated at between 80 and 85 per cent, There
is not a single gqualified doctor available to the common people in the entire
country and even if doetors were available it would take a long and extensive
program of education;to train the people to seek medical aid and follow the
instructisms given, Diseases of every kind abound for which the people have
their local cures such as cireling a sore limb, finger, or toe with a piece
of black yarn to keep the inflamation from spreading,




INCLASSIFIED

COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS

Almost without oxception everything in the Yemen having any claim to
veing & part of the 19th or 20th Century was either left by the Turks after
1918 or given as a gift to the king since then, The telegraph system vhich
connects the major cities of the Yemen was left by the Turks, Except for
detericration it exists today in essentially the same form as it did Ihm
installed probably back before 1900, All eircul's consist of a single wire
with ground return, Poles are make shift, In some places for miles on end
there are no insulators - the wire being tied to the wooden part of the pole
(where poles consist of a length of pipe with a plece of wood in the top end).
The equipment in the central offices consists of two or three sounders and
some hay wire, Telegraph communication with the outside world is available
via Aden, The attached rate schedule was in effect June 1946,

There were two radic transmitters in the Yemen prior to our nrriul.
Cne a 50 watt Sritish transcitter installation of which was not completed
because of the war, The second is a 50 watt transmitter presented to the
king by the Italian government, The description given this transmitter by
the Yemeni operator is very appropriate: "This radio station was built by
liarconi's grandfather," It has the decided advantage of simple construction,
however, so that the Yeueni operator can repair it, The only repairs ne-
cessary during the past soven years consisted of changing the one radio tube,

Daily schedules are worked with Aden, Arabia, Mecca and Riyad, Saudi
Arabia, In 3CR 399 radic set was given to the government of the Yemen in
the name of the Governsent of the United States duping the visit of the
mission, Two Yemeni operators were trained in the operation of this station,
One of these wen is capable of changing tu.es and of making siuple changes
of parts where visual inspection showed a defect,

After acceptance of Lhe SCR 399, the Yemeni Covernment expressed a desire
and asked for help in obtaining the necessary information so that they might
Join radio networks, giving them radio comaunication with other countries,
They were particularly interested in making contact with the capitals of
the other Arab countries of the Near Last, either by direct contact or through
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by Mr. Donald R, Macjuivey, State Department Telecomaunications Seetion, and
sent to the American Consul at Aden, Arabia for transmittal toc the Yemen,

Normal operating frequency for wradio Yemen is 7300 KC, call letters
are 0C6.

The Yemen is a menmver of the Postal Union, Only first class surface
mail is handled, however, Mail is carried by donkey, mule, horse, andl camel
from Sanaa throughout the country. There is one mail service a week to Aden
and two a week to lodeida, Mall from Sanaa reaches Aden in 8 days (mail
route approximately 300 miles), There is no official parcel pﬁat service,

In addition to the official internal telegraph and mail service, special
messengers are used by the government and by private individuals when the
oceasion demands, In the Tahama, the messenger will usually travel on foot.
The stamdna of the men here is greater than that of the highland people,
Travelling in the cad of the night it is not uncommon for one of these
natives to cover 30 or 35 miles and then return the following night,

There is no long distance telephone service, It is said that at the
time the second son of the King, Mohamed, was drowned in Hodeida a telephone
was placed at each end of the telegraph line from Sanaa to Hodeida and con-
versation carried on, During the course of commmication instruction we
gave the Yemenis we placed in service an experimental long distance telephone
circuit between Sanaa and Sheban, a distance of approximately 20 miles, For
this circuit we used the existing telegraph line with ground return and a
telephone LES operating on 3 volt local battery at each end, Transmission
was excellent,

The Yemeni telegraph and radio operators are capable of handling either
t.r.m Latin or Arabic alphabets, Code messages in the latin alphabet are likely
to be garbled because most operators are not intimately familiar with the
Latin alphabet and often receive a single letter, 1.6., «e=. (F) oy o=« (E,R)
as a two letters or two letters as a single letter, These errors can be

corrected ordinarily, but not always by the receiver of a message.
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Cable Rates from Sanni, Yemen to

Place Dellars and Centives
Aden, Arabia 1,00
Mecca, Saudi Arabia 2.82
Jidda, Saudi Arabia , 2,67
Medina, Saudi Arabia and vieinity 2,72
Syria and Lebanon 2450
Palestine . 2425
Kameran Island 2,90
Iraq 3400
France 2.97
Russia 3;52
England 2435
Foland 3425
Greece 2.95
Germany 3.10
Yugoslavia

Belgium 2,90
Holland . 3.08
Italy 2.95
Switzerland 3.92
Turkey | 3.10
Cairo 2440
Sudan 2.40
Ethiopia 345
Lretria 2,00
DJjebouti 2420
California he55
lew York jo35




The above prices are in Maria Thereslia dollars worth approximately
0475 dollars each, The ‘ecimals are hundredths of a Marla Therecsia dollar.
The government of the Yemen receives thirty per cent of the revenue from
either incoming or outgoing messages, There is a tax amounting to about
O+l MT dollars per word additiocral for outgoing messages. All messages
are sent to Aden where Sritish commercial cable service takes over, The
above rates are for fast service,

10 takes one half rate,
DLT takes one third rate.




STUDENTS

Ab my améut.ion and invitation seven communication students in
addition to the two whom we were teaching operation of the radio set
SCR 399 were assigned to us for training, Thoa.o men were of ficers with
the rank of Captaln or First Lieutenant., They were mrl of a group
who as boys had been sent to Iraq for training at the invitation of the
Iraql government., They had spent about two years in Iraq then returned
to the Yeuen, Since their return they had had no further opportunity
dmumetmathmdwmhunwmm. These men were
among the very fu!omiﬂwhadhndtheopmw;tMSnga
look at the outside world, only to be snatched bsek into the Yemen and have
the door closed on them. When ihey first reported they were quite skeptical,
They didn't know what to make of the ldea and frankly wondered if it wasn't
going to be just a waste of their time in order to satisfy the government's
whinm, After the first two days everyone of them relaxed; they saw that we
had semething to teach them, equipment to teach them with, and the desire
to work with them., They were all better than ave a e in intelligence and
had a desire to learn., From then until our departure from the Yeuen our
daily contacts with these officers were quite friendly and pleasant, They
learned quite a bit about simple, modern militaery commmication and I
learned guite a bit about the Yemen from them. The relationship was mutually
profitable,

Before leaving the Yemen I wrote two letters to the king - one a letter
through irince Kassiu, Minister of Communication, commending the students,
and a second letter directly to the king presenting to him the equipment
with which the students had worked,

The English version of both letters as well as the translation of his
note of acceptance and thanks follows:




Sana's, Yemen
29 June 1946

03 His MajJesty Kl Imam Yahya 5in Mohamed
Hamdid El Din

THROUGH: lHis Royal Highness Frince Kassim,
Minister of Comumications

As we are on the eve of departure, it becomes my extrene ploa:aurc
to report to your majesty that the nine students whom you so graciously
assigned to me have completed all the studies possible within the time
limits available, 3y name they are as follows:

1. Chief of Radio Communications - Abdullah Taher

2+ Aas't Chief of Radio Communications = Mokhtar Alagenmy

3. First Lieutenant lassan Alamry

4, First Lieutenant lohammed Arrddy

5. Captain Assaied Ahmed Almarwany .

6., Captain Abdullah Assallal

7. Captain ihmed Alhiewmy

8, First Lieutenant Ahmed Tahir

9. Chief Klectrician lohamed Alghiel
Amd I would like for your majesty to know the order in which their naue
ap ears bears no relationship to relative merit of the wen, I must report
that all were studious, alert, and zapablej all applied themselves with
the diligence expected of men in the positions of éupomibility in which
they are placed; all showed the attitule of true scholars and a capacity
for learning which was a marvel to behold. It was indeed a pleasure to
work with them individually and as a group. Iy assistant, Corporal William
Pe MoClure, and 1 have a feeling of warm friendship for these officials and
also a slight pang of regret that the time for parting seems to have rushed
upon us so quieckly, In parting we wish to comuend each and everyone of these
men highly to your majesty,

JACK N, HAHAS

L Col., S
‘tr‘ﬁt.lﬁo Oley :l.gnal@orpl
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Sana'a, Yemen
29 June 1946

T0: His Majesty El Imam Yahya Bin Mohamed Hamid Il Din

During the past month it has been my great pleasure to work with

the communications students so graclously anig:iod to me by your majesty.
These students have worked diligently and well and have learned to operate
and make simple repairs on the equipment with which we have acquainted
them, In order that they my continue their studies and make use of the
knowledge already gained, I would like to present to your majesty's
government, in the name of the government of the United States, for use
in your army, the equipment with which the students have been training.
This equipment consists of:

8 Radio Sets S5CR 300

2 Radio Sets SCR 536

Iy Telephones Li8
together with accessories and spare parts, In addition there is a stock
of batteries for use with this equipment stored at present in the customs
house in Hodelda, This stock of batteries is sufficient for a year or
more of normal use, They will be delivered to your designated represent-
ative in lodeida when I pass through that eity on ay departure from Sana'a.

JACK N, NAHAS
Lt. Col., Signal Corps

NCLASSIFIED
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Peace Be With Yous
May Allah grant you health, We thank your great governuent and we
also thank you -« and we shall order receipt of that which is here by
El Jahdari and that which is in Hodelda by the governor of Hodeida, 11
Kadl Kl Siagl = and we ask Allsh to zive you success and assistance and to

you our great respecis. .

Salih Rageb 1365 (June 1946)

By

Translation of note received from His Mmjesty K1 Imam Yshya Bin
Mohamed Hamid =1 Din, King of the Yemen, on the ocecassion of my farewell
visit tc him on 29 June 1946, Neither address nor signature appear on
the note since it was handed to me personally by the king and since the
idiomatic expression "Peace Be liith You" is apparently used only by the
kdnge

Je No Nahas
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RADIO BUILDING

In accordance with the traditional custom of exchanging gifts when
visiting an Arab ruler, the lission gave to his Majesty, the King of the |
Yemen, an SCR 399 radio set complete with power unit and enough spare parts
to keep the set running almost indefinitely, Prince Kassis, the Minister
of Health and Communications, received the set, I do not resember that he
ever sald a single work of thanks for the gift, Instead, he almost immedie
ately asked for a list of the parts, spares and extras, which were with
the set so that he might have then for his files, From time to time as
he visited us in our quarters in the Guest House, he would spy a plece of
equipment such as a typewriter, a telephone, some tools or other things
normally found in an esteblishment such as we had in Sansa, Invariably,
he would ask, "Is this a part of the radio set?" Sometimes we told him
it was and sometises we told him no, that it was not, The list of eguip-
ment was not given to him until shortly vefore the time of our departure,

The day following the formal presentation of the radio station, Frince
Kassim sent word that he would like to have me draw up the plans for a
communications bullding to house the new radio station and such other of
the national communication offices as I thought should be incorporated in
the new setup. I sent word that I should be glad to help them with the
design of any building they wished, but, that as we had told them previ-
ously the radio station was complete including the hut which made it a
self-contained unit, which, if necessary, could be placed on the ground
without the necessity of a permsnent structure, If it was their desire,
however, to construct a building anyway, then any building they desired,
.nlongu it was waterproof snd so long as it was physically large enough
to hold the station would be sufficient, provided, it was located in a
place where radio interference was at a minimum, Frince Kassim indicated
that it was their desire to construet and that he wished me to make recom-
mendations,

A simple plan for a sultable bullding was drawn up. Int-orfuﬁe.

tests with radio receivers were made on several sites to determine their



suitability, finally a site was chosen. The foundation for the building
was under construction the morning after the final recomsendations were
made, According to the Yemenis, no building in Sansa had ever been bullt
as quickly as this one, PFPrince Kassim seemed to want to make certain that
the bullding was as nearly couplote as possible before our departure, All
went well until it rained, For two days after the rain no 'work was done.
We asked why, and were told that all the animals that were used to haul
rocks for the building were now being used to plow after the rains, Ve
offered the use of a six by six 2-ton truck to haul rocks and our suggest-
ion was ilmmediately accepted. Considering the fact that a camel could
carry eight rocks and make one trip from the quarry a day and that the
trucks carried two hundred and fifty rocks and could make several trips a
day, progress on the bullding was speeded up, and at no time from then on
did work cease for any reason, i.ncludmg lack of material,

One ineident hajpened during the construction of this building worthy
of note, Jince we stayed in the Yemen a longer time than had been planned,
our reserves of gasoline reached the point where we had in stock only enough
to get us out of the country, When this point was reached, I sent word to
the Yeminis that our vehicles were at their disposal now as in the past
but that I had no more gasoline to furnish so that any request for a vehicle
must be accompanied with gasoline to perform the service desired, The
following day the messenger came as usual asking for a truck to go to the
quarry for rocks, He had with him three one quart bottles of gasoline for
abx6 togo ten miles to the quarry and back again, Fortunately, the
tank was still about a quarter full,

In spite of many minor incidents, work on the building progressed
rapidly., At the tise we left, the roof was being put on,




BULLDIRGS

The external sppearance of most bulldings in Sana'a and mest of
the villages of the high plateaus give one the impression of tall,mther
graceful structures, muwommmmmm
stories highs The practice of using double windows, one above the other,
gives the phenomenon of buildings with nearly twice their actual number of
stories. The lower window of each set is the utility window, the upper
one crnamental. l

About one quarter to one~third of the cross sectional area of most
buildings is taken up in a stalrway, This stairvay generally is in the
form of a square shaft, Each flight consists usually of a series of five
to ten steps, then a landing and right angle turn followed by an approx-
imately equal number of steps before a second landing and right angle tum,
This pattern ususlly repeats itself all the way up the shaft, Doors from
this main stairway may lead off into rooms, other stairways or halls, There
is little apparent rhyme or reason to the location of doors or rooms within
a bullding. mwmmﬂmmtmmmtho“hul.

Naterial consists primarily of cut stones supplemented with bricks
made of & mixture of mud and straw and aleo with bricks quite sisiler to
conventional bricks found here in the U, 5. mwmnmoem
and roofs are of rough hewn timbers placed between walls, The width of
& room is ordinarily limited to a span of four meters which under except-
ionsl cases can be stretched to five meters, This limit is dictated by
the length and strength of available timbers which seem to be four meters
or less. If wider spans are desired arch construction is resorted to. Hoofs
a}oummmudmmcdmalnu«m”nmmmbm.

The cost of cut stones in Sana'a is 8 Maria Theresia dollars a hundred
dlliﬁﬁuth job, Seven dollars of this goes to the quarry - one dollar
is for delivery. Bricks cost 1l Maria Theresia dollars per thousand, divided
into eight dollars for the bricks and three for delivery. Mud and stone bricks
are usually made rigit on the owner's land so cost is limited to labor and
straw, A master mason received about .;»..50 H.T. dollars a day. helpers
1 cata-

receive from 0,50 to 1,00 i.T. dollars L 10 ”
gories receives comparable wages. “ 2 8 1 B A



LEBANESE MISSION

A lLebanese Mission consisting of four men arrived in Sana'a about a
week before our departure. The mesbers of the mission are:

Or. Adnan Tarciei, Ph.D. in Philosophy, with several years background
uajmmiiummmc,wdninim. ' y

Ur, Ahmed Ramadon, MD, a doctor of medicine in the Lebanese Army.

lir. Mustafa Zaldan, an agricultural engineer,

lMr, Mouhamed Yougan, a ¢ivil engineer specialising apparently in
road bullding.

ALl of these men are graduates of the University of Beirut. From their
conversation it appeared that they came to the Yemen with the intention of
staying about two years. During our first viesit to them, two days after thelr
arrival, they were quite enthusiastic about their assignments. A week later
there was already an apparent let-down in their alms and ambitions., During
this very short period of time they had become thoroughly acquainted with the
Yemeni spirit of procrastination and putting everything of f with the expressicn
#In sha' Allah,” "If God wills." The circumstances surrcunding the arrival
of these men into the Yemen was such that they spoke quite freely to me and as
uunltlobt&nodmiui@tmthdrwununmdwc!m On
the way between lHodeidah and Sana'a, the vehicle which the Yemeni government
furnished them for the trip broke down. At the request of the King, I sert a
Jeep and trailer to bring the mission to Sana'a, which favor the Lebanese seem~-
ed to appreciate guite a bit, ¥e also did a few favers like putting their radie
set into good condition, getting their batteries charged and a few other little
things., We were therefore on very friendly terams, :

Later as we passed through Cairo, I found that Price Abdallah had
procured five or six more Lebanese to go into the Yemen, 5till later in
Lebanon, I found that offers had been made to several Lebancse professional
men for one or two year contracts to wrk in the Yemen. Hany of those who
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went apparently took a leave of absence with the approval of thelr employers
to accept the Yemenl Jjob, Uages being offered these men were gpparemtly four
mhmMuﬁollmtmtthm It was also apparent
that at least in case of the doctors a supply of deﬂnnﬂl&bontwl
equipment had been crdered by Price Abdallah in Egypt for use in the Yemen.
Ibdiwcthnttwdthohbmumtnmmi‘umww
are pharmacists or laboratory techniciane and cne is a docter,




GIFT OF THE KING OF THE YEM&EN
T0 THE MISSION

Before the departure of the diplematic members of the mission
Prince Motahir asked me one day if I thought that a gift of horses would
be sultable for the mesbers of the misdion. I answered that horses would
not be a suitable gift because it would be impossible to ship them to the
United States and even if it were possible t¢ shdp them none of us had any
use for a horse and, belng ¢ity dwellers, we could not keep animals, If
there was originally any doubt in the minds of the royal family about horses
rewomnmtwmmumcmmumpmum
horses in spite of curselves,

Soon after the final departure of My, Harlan Clark I wes asked if I
would go to the royal stables to help choose two horses which were to be
shipped to him in Jidda. I went to the king's stables with his representative,
there from about ten lorses one was chosen as being good enough to ship.
About two weeks later I was asked to see a second horse which had been picked.
These two horses were probably as good as any horses available in Sana'a but
did not have the appearance of being worth the shipping costs for any great
distance. About two weeks before our departure from the Yemen the stable
master visited me and said he had received orders to take the two horses to
Hodeida. He intimated that he would certainly like Lo make the trip to Jidda
and would I ask that he be assigned to sccompany Lhe horses all the way to
Jidda, I made it plain to him that I had nothing to do with the delivery
of the animals, that I knew nothing about the plans, and was not in a posi-
tion to ask for snything. FKe went away snd three days later came back with
the same request. It was guite obvious to me from the conversation that he
had probably been sent in an attespt to cbtain a commitment whieh would
Wuuu-wutmm-oxuummm.mu gift. I again made
it plain to him that I knew nothing about the arrangements for delivery of the
animals,.
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¥e left Sana'a without any further comment on the two horses for
Jdidda. "hen we arrived in Bajil there was the stable master walting for
us. He said he had arrived the day before, the horses were lame from the
rocky trails, he had no money, and how was I going to get them to Jidda.
¥e sympathized with the man without making any commitments and guntinued on
to Hodeida, He arrived the following moming with the horses. I saw him
only once, congratulated him on his arrival and expressed the hope that his
trip hadn't been too difficult.

It seems that the Yameni were making every effort to deliver the gift
FUB Sana'a or at most FUB Hodeida. They had started the man and animals off
from Sana'a with no money, no instructions beyond Hedeida, and had timed his
trip sismultanecusly with our departure, probably in the hope that I would
commit myself and take over responsibility for the delivery,

dewnaﬁnthsmﬂﬂﬁiof&c&&nﬁcnrm&uﬂc
visit from the king's representative who informed us that the other four
horses - a gift from his majesty - were now in Tals and would be sert on to
-Mn. I told the representative whom I knew gquite well that I could not
afford the cost of shipping horses to the states and would he therefore
please ask his najesty to keep the horses in the Yemen fu us wntil such &
time as proper disposal could be made of them. 7This he promised to do.
A day or so later I saw Prince Xassim who again mentloned the gift of the
horses, Kassim I know and can speak to quite freely. I explained in detail
why we could not take the horses, leaving out only the one detall - the
horses were not worth taking, He listened but I knew he would noet do any-
thing sbout it se I wrote the following letter to the king and translated it
into Arabie.
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To His Majesty ElL Imam Yahya Bin Mohamed Hamid Xl Din:

It is with the greatest of pleasure and thankfulness that I acknowledge
receipt of the news that you have ordered four of your finest horses given
to me as a gift, The fame of Arablan horses is known throughout the world
and to be in possession of cne Arabian horse is considered quite a rarity,
to have four fine Arablan horses a dream almost beyond realization, and to
have the combination of four fine Arsblan horses presented personally to me
b; your Majesty is a distinetion quite beyond my fondest hopes. But, as
your royal highness imows, my acceptance of this gift would place upon me
perscnally the responsibility of transporting these horses to the Unlted
States., lhe distance fram the Yemen to my home is over 10,000 miles (17,500
kilometers) and Lhe cost of shipping them this distance by land and sea is
quite beyond my abllity perscnally to bear. I must therefore ask ywur
gracious indulgence in accepting from ne my fullest thanks for your most
generous gesture and at the sawe Lime ulk that your Hajesty understand my
position and inability to bear personally the expense which would be thrown
upen me by the acceptance of these fine animals,

JACK M. NAHAS
b, Col,, Signal “orps
I showed this letter to the king's representative and impressed on

him the impcesible situation I was being placed in and asked his advice,
making it plain that as a final recourse I would, if necessary, send the
letter to the king., He considered a few moments and then said: "The letter
1s & good one and I am sure his mejssty would understand but the gift has
been made and should be accepted, Take the horses and when you get to Aden
give them to your friends there,” I explained I didn't have any friends in
Aden to whom I could give horses, He thought again and said, "All right,
the horses are now in Talz. ¥%hen you call on the CrownPrin ce as you go
through Taiz, explain the situation te him and ask him to keep them for you."




This seemed Lo be a reasonable solution so we agreed and did not send the
letter, Later in Talz the Crown Prince agreed to keep them. I [faund out
through the grapevine the following morning that he had sent a message to
the king asking about the matter., A few days aiter returning to the states
I received a letter from Lhe American Consul saying that about a week after
our departure the horses had been brought % him in Aden.

I took plctures of the horses in Tals and showed these plctures to an
Army Veterinarian after cur return to the states. His opinion justified
our cbhservation that the horses were not worth the shipping charges.

In addition to the horses, three sacks of coffee and six 5 gallon cans
of raisins were given to us delivered in Aden.

A
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DISPOSITION OF PROPEATY OF THE MISSION

| The major items of equipment furnished from War Department stocks
and delivered to Aden, Arabia for use of the missicn consisted of:
1 Radlo Set SCK 399 complete with spare parts
1 Radio Set SCR 694 complete with spare parte
2 Radio Sets 3CK 536
8 Kadio Sets SCi 300
6 Redio Receivers i 100 U
1 Radio Receiver Hallierafters 5 x 28
lmnmhw
1 Sound Recorder AN/URS 1
Photograpble Equipment

2 GMC 6xb 2i-ton trucks

& Trucks 1/4 ton Lxk

2 l-ton 2 wheel trallers
i 1/4 ton 2 wheel trailers

Disposition of this equipment at the conclusion of the mission fell
into four catagories:
Category I consisted of:
1 Radio Set SCR 399
1 Radio Set SCR 694
2 Radio Sets SCR 536
8 Radio Sets SCR 300
6 Radlo Receivers R 100 U
1 Radio Receiver Hallicrafters 5 x 28
1 Radio Heceiver
1 Truck 1/4 ton & x &
* 1 Trailer 2 wheel 1/4 ton
together with spare parts and sccessories for the equipmert llsted.
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This equipment after serving its primary purpose of furnishing
communication for the mission was presented to the government of the Ilemen
by the govermment of the United States, both to satisfy the traditional
custoz of exchange of gifts and because 1t was physically impractical to
do anything else with it. This equipment has all been declared surplus to
the Federal Iiquidation Commission which is preparing to sell i% to the
State Yepartment for a nominal sum, the State Department in tum plans to
pay this nominal sum frem funds allotted the mission. It is understood the
purchase of gifts from these funds is authorised.

Categery II consisted of:
2 CMC éxb 2}~ton trucks
2 l=ton 2 wheel trallers
together with spare parts and accessories,

It was physically and counadﬁny impractical to remove this equipment
from the Yemen. The one item of gasoline alone would cost between 300 and
§350 per truck to move them to Aden. The trucks and treilers were therefore
left in Sana'a in custody of the Government of the Yemen and a recelpt obtain-
eds They were to be kept in dead storage until receipt of disposition in-
structions, This equipment was declared surplus to the ederal liguidation
Wuﬂu;nmmumwmumuumwzmw—
ment of the Yemen, This recommendation was based on the poor condition of the
vehicles and the fact that thelr sales value was probably not much mere than
the cost of getting them to a market, After cbtaining the concurrence of the
American Legation at Jidda, Fil authoriged the Jidda legation to notifly the
Government of the Yemen of the gift of this equipment. |

Category III consisted of:
3 trucks 1/4 ton kxk
3 trailers 1/4 ton, 2 wheel
This equipment was used for transportation im returning t¢ Aden where
it was left in custedy of the American Consul, It was later declared surplus
to FLC which authorised the consul to act as its agent in disposing of it.

ﬁa-




Category [V commisted of:
Carera Equipment

This equipment was left in the custody of the Amerlecan Consul in Aden.
It was declared surplus to FLC. After s thorough check with the legal depart-
ment of FIC it was determined that there was no objection to my buying the
equipmént from FIC, wiich I did on a negotiated sale, The equipment 1s pre-
sumsbly in trensit somewiere between Aden, Arabla and the United States, I
an sending a letter to the Inspector General, Washington, U.C., through
channels % lnquire as to the propriety of sy having purchased equipsent
which I had declared surplus. '




SITES FOR AIRFIELDS

The geography of the Yemen is such that it would be possible to build
modern airfields almost anywhere within the country. The country is divided
reughly into three parts, a low, sandy, coastal plain along the Hed Sea
called the Tahama, This plain is spproxisately twenty to forty miles wide,
Back from the plain there are high mountains and plateaus which extend
north and east until lost in the wastes of the Arablan Yesert. Supply of
any airfield built along any coastal strip or anywhere else in the Yemen
would be a special problem. mmmmmummwm'
going vessels is Aden, Arabia. Neither roads nor railroads exist anywhere
mm.muthmm. Hith conditions as they exist at
the moment, supply would alucet have to be by steamship anchored of f the
coast of the Yemen in the relatively quiet fed Sea, Lighters and DUKES
_mldtwtmptohnduw. The distance from the beaches
to the fialds would in most cases be less than fifty siles, Fairly good
labor is relatively abundant and chesp. The supply of any airfields
built in the mountains would constitute the same problem as that of sup-
plying fields slong the cosstal strip with the added problem of overland
transportation to the site of the field, HRoads would have to be built to
accomplish this, It would be found that labor in the mountainous reglons
is not as good as that along the coastal plain. ALl supplies and equip-
ment as well as rations for any installation eoniqhﬁd in the Yemen
would have to be imported at least initially sinee nothing but water and
a questionable amount of food could be obtained frem the country. The
problems and conditions encountered in bullding the fields m.ldpubo.b.\,;
be similar to those found in building other airfields in Arabla, Egypt, or the
desert wastes of Africa with the exception that water in reasonable
quantities is avallable in most places,



WATEA

The annual rainfall in the Yemen approximates ten inches a year.
There are numercus small streams which flow perenially. Practically
everywhare there are wells, lost wells seem to be 30 to 150 feet deep.
There seens to be water enough to support agriculture in almost all
parts of the Yemen, It must be assumed that all water must be chlorinated
before it is fit for drinking. 7The natives drink the water as is with no
apparent ill effects. IEven they, however, recognize that there are places
ﬁnmuwunaum'uumm;mzm,-mﬂ
left Hodeldah, we were cautioned not to drink any water found between
Hodeldah and Bagil or for several miles beyond Bagil., Ve were assured by
the natives that even the halizone tablets we were using were not sufficlert
to kill all the microbes present in this water, We were unable to find out
Just what made this water any worse than water anywhere olse we had been, but
nevertheless we faollowed thelr admonition. |

On the trip back from Sana'a, I noticed thet in spite of my instruct-
ions my native drivers drank water in this supposedly ulira-contaminated
area and suffered no apparent ill-effects.

Everywhere I went in the Yemen there were villages, seldom mere than
ten miles apart. Even those in the middle of the deserts have a supply of
water invarisbly from wells, which, according to the natives were fed by
underground stresms,



DISTANCES ADEN T0 SANA'A

Inerement Accunuleted

Stetdon Elleage ~lileage
1. Aden 0 )
2. Laheg 2 %
3. Hallida (Yemen) 62 92
he Talz b2 134
5. Heis 60 154
6. Zabid 30 224
7. Belt El Fagi 25 249
&, Hodeida 40 289
9. Bajil L5 334
10, Marbar us : 352
11, Sana'a U6 498

Aden British Crown Colony to Laheg in Western Aden Protectorate,
tarvia road through the desert; as often as not this road is covered with
mddthrmiucmrolmuwinm

muwc,m,mummtnu;mmuom
terrain very rocky; several wadis with associated possibilities of flash
floods which could delay a traveller up to 12 or 14 hours but are not
dangerous if reasonsble precautions are taken,

Rahida to Talz - there are two roads between these points, The old
road 1s best in dry weather. It lies in a wvalley and for the most part has
only small differences in elevations. The new road was built by the Crown
Prince especially for the U. 5. Mission's visit, It goes over and arcund
the hills and doesn't miss any of them. It is best in wet weather or with
light short wheel-base vehicles.

mwm--mwmmn;bomam.

Heis to Zabid to Beit Kl Fagl - almost all sand or rocky plain.
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Beit Xl Fagi to Hodeida to Bajil - all sand. Uver most of the
distance this sand is an fine as flour., During the daytime it is
extremely hot, at night it 1s ccol. There are several places where one
can lose the trail along this streteh of the way.

Bajil to Yarbar, Thmiammumrmhmzow.

After leaving Bajil there is a well defined trail along a rocky plain.
There are several deep wadis with steep sides to cross. The road in
places follows wadi beds for several miles. The danger of flash floods
is present. From the plain the trail goes into the foothills then into
the mountains. Crades of 20 per cent are the rule and 30 per cent or
- more not uncommon,. Mmm“momdmtoruuolmdm,mch
besides their inherent danger, can render the road impassable. The final
pass near Marbar is over 9,000 feet high,
Marbar to Sana'a. l"l; nountaln plsteau, well defined route, no sand,
liodern stock model passenger cars are not suitable for use anywhere
along this route uniess specially equipped with oversize tires giving
more clearance and greater road contact area. The 900 x 13 sand tire or
& tire of about the same sige should give the added cleara:ce and footing
necessary and also should give added protection against rock brulsing.

Stock model jeeps are suitable for this area if driven with care.
OUversize tires up to 7:5C x 16 are recommended for Jeeps in order to give
better footing and to reduce rock bruising, .

long wheel=base trucks are difficult to maneuver on ihe many sharp
bends but with proper handling can be taken over this route even though
heavily overloaded. Trailers are not recommended for use behind Lrucks
Mumpdumtiﬂ-mthumhbhtoruoinundmdumu
loaded lightly. iual tires are unsuited to this terrain, in sand they dig
in and on the plains they pick up rocks. Single sand type tires are best
for use in terrain of this kind, Sand tracks should be carried at all tinmes

over this route,.



A stock of spare parts including at least n eluteh, fuel pump,
carbureator, ignition parts, fan belts as well as tools should be carried
for each vehicle in addition to spare tires, tubes and hot patching
equipment, During the trip we twisted off two right rear axels on jeeps. R

L]

An extra can of water for the vehicles should be carried at all times. ﬁi
Gascline consumption for a light passenger car or Jeep should bluiuhtdx‘.; :

mabuiantmn_tluerluuwpum;raruzlfz-t.antsxé,twln‘#i
cne-half niles $o the galien is the saxisum to be axpesteds Mo gaseline
is avellable between Aden and Hodelda except by special arrangement with
the Crown Prince at Taiz, Casoline in Hodelds is avallable for about

$1.,00 a gallon and in Sana'a for about #l.50.

ot

With a Jeep or a modified passenger car it is possible to average
10 miles an hour over this route. An average speed of 4 miles an hour is
possible in a 2 1/2-ton 6xb.




THE FRENCH MISSION

It tock the three members of the French mission four days to come from
Hodeida to Sana'a in the Yemeni car fumished them. The roads had been badly
washed away by heavy rains and the wadis were full of water. During two full
days they had no food at all on the way. To say the least they were tired
when they arrived in Sana'a.

During the preparations to receive the French mission the Yemenis become
quite concerned about what the personal relations might be between the French
and the Americans. At first they prepared a house into which to move my
assistant and me, leaving the guest house clear for the French. The servants
at the guest house let me know of all the preparations, perhaps hoping I would
say something to open up the conversation, but I was never officially asked to
move or whether I wanted to move or whether I thought the French and Americans
could get along in the same guest house nor was I ever approached on the sub-
jeet, so I went on with cur work with no suggestions or comment.

MeClure and I were occupying one corner of the living quarters in the
guest house. The main parlor, bedroom and half the remainder of the house we
were not using so the Yemenis prepared these for use. They also set up a second
dining room on this side of the house.

The mission arrived about 11 o'elock the morning of the 19th of May 1946.
That afternoon when it was obvious they were up and about, after having rested,
I sent word asking if I might come to visit them a few mimutes. 4An affirmative
answer was received and I went. The members of the mission were:

lhgoot‘, Ministre de France, a
Djeddah (Saudi, Arabia)
Home Address:
B I {
I -




Mr, R. Lescot
Consul de France
Direction Afrigue, Levant
Ministere les Affairs Ftranzeres, Paris

Had] Hamdi Bel Kacem
Vice Consul a Djeddah

An Algerian in the diplematic serviee of the French.

Fie seems to be wealthy in his own account and seems

to have a thorough and complete French viewpoint on

all matters.
fe spent a very pleasant half hour discussing their trip from Hodelda to
Sana'a, the war, and things in general. It was the first of many visits we
had. Umuythormhwuldmtomrmmthowuﬂ.ng.mmumﬁ .
Moandcwmwmt&amduﬂn‘:mtarm&uummmmn
talk, ¥We had many meals together but found it would be best to continue to
maintain two dining rooms because of the difference in meal times; MoClure
and I preferred eating dinner at noon and supper at 1800 whereas they liked
lunch about 1230 or 1300 and dinner about 2000, The Yemenis heaved a sigh
of rellef that the Americans and French got along so well together and ex-
pressed surprise that we were not in the least antogenistic. later when Mr.
Harlan Clark, First Secretary of the Legation at Jidda, returned to Sana'a
and the cordial atmosphere continued the Yemeni were still more surprised,

It seemed that they had expected the French and Americans to dislike each other.
In the several conversations with me ¥, Lescot almost invariably spoke
only of obvious facts and apparent things, &nldumtwﬂmcplnieaﬁn-
cerning anything Yemeni, M. Rageot was not guite as careful with his conversa-

tion and often commented on the incredible nature of things as they existed
in this rich backward country, Had) Hamdi spoke more freely when he was alone
with me and scmetimes commented on various cbservations of existing eonditions
and compared them to"improved conditionswhich existed in mmny other parte of
‘the Avab world, One eould almost infer from the various bits of eomversation
that these men séemed surprised and sorry that France hadn't taken a more active
interest in the Yemen and that they wuld try to see that a mere sctive cultursl

'
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and economic interest would be taken in the future.

The French mission departed at 1700 on the 20th of May. Apparently
they had promised to send help to the Yamen in the form of dectors and per-
haps later professional men also.

\ About thres weeks after thelr departure Ur. Susame Serin (11 Blvd de
Fort Royal, Paris) arrived in the Yemen., Une of the king's daughters was sick
and needed & serious operation which they had been thinking atout for several
years. m:.mwmwmmnﬁmmﬂd.tmm
aission who promised to help by sending a doctor (female) to make an eamina-
tion of the patient, DUr. Serin was to make that examination and recommend a
course of action. Ur, Serin's {irst stop in the Yemin was Taiz wiere she
minutuMdthcmhinufnm After a weeks day in Tals
she came on to Sana'a accompanied by Ur. Toffolon., Here she apparently made
the requested examination and rendered the desired professional advice. ohe
was then asked to examine one or two cther women, lHere she ran into a familiar
medical pattern for several days on end - on arriving at the designated home
she would find not only one patient but fram three to Hur to as msny as ten
women from the various branches of the royal family and other high official
families all wanting to be examined, apparently more out of curiosity than be-
eause of any desire to cbtain medical assistanse, Dr. Serin sbout & week after
her arrival in Sana'a let it be known she would see no more patients and that
she must return at once to her work in Paris from which she had only been grant-
ed one months leave of abaence. She was thoroughly disgusted with the place
lndt.m_pnph. At the time of her departure it was not known whether tie
French of Yomen government would pay her expenses.

Ancther French doctor and his wife (who is a midwife) are apparently on
the way to the Yemen (July 1946) under a two year contract to the Yrown Prince
at Tals. ‘

After I left the Yemen, and while walting for passage from Aden, I was
invited to a dinner by the American Naval Attache in Aden. The dinner was on
%Jalymdmwpmusnmnunmaammm*mﬂ.
Club." Comdr, Miller, the Naval Atiache, told me that the French Consul would \
htmmmwﬂdhﬂlmmaﬁmhwwﬂwmmhhn\:.__:_-,-'
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veterinary doctor going to the Yemen, Miller arranged for the “aptain and I
to eat next to each other. The captaln spoke very little English, Only one
of the others at the dinner adnitted speaking any French sc the captain and I
spoke to each other most of the afternoon in his broken Inglish end my still
more broken Prench, He told se he did not know whether he was going to Sana'a
or Taig or what his duties would be. (In my study of the Yemen and its pro-
bles I do not believe that proper care of animsls was & concern of Lmsediate
interest to them nor do I belleve they would esk for veterinary assistance., I
therefore question, subject Lo belng correscted, this man's status as belng pri-
marily a veterinarian.)

It seems that based on the French Missions' recommendations the French
are attempting to create frisndly relationship with the Yemen. It can be
antieipated that eo long as the help is free of the cost of the help only
nominal, the Yemerd government will welcome it whether or not they utilise the
servises offered oF act on any recoamendstions which aight be mads.
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