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SECTION I

SUGGESTIONS FOR INSTRUCTORS

1. The object of the Achievement and Traditions of the Army
talks is to leave a few vivid impressions with the recruit - like
the images left by a motion picture or comic strip. Do not regard
the talks ir any sense as a complete history of the Army or the com-
Plete history of any particular war. Instill pride in the - A
Army and in its traditions through a vivid presentation of some spe-'
cific -examples of personal heroism and unit-gallantry which will de-
velop in the soldier a feeling of kinship with . the soldiers of all
wars. Illustrate concretely achievements, hardships, and advantages
of American soldiers. Impress-the recruit- with actual exampleso RO

2. Display signs, posters -and pictures to supplement the telks:
in such-&~way that-constant repetition will make famous mottoes
and slogans indelible in-the recruit's mind. These sayings should
become a-part of the recruit’s‘own”Armw language. For example, if the
words of Colonel Liscum at Tientsin, "Keep up the fire,":-are in the
minds and on the lips of every infantryman, it 1s possible that
greater numbers -- estimated as only 20 percent by Colonel. Samuel A.
Marshall in his book of World War II, "Men Against Fire" -- may
"Keep up the Fire" in future battles. If the recruit retains only the
famous sayings and an impression of accomplishment, the .instructor .
will have achieved his mission in planting a notion of tradition which
will grow.

3. Follow the outline in general but do not hesitate to-cut
materinl where it is desirable to emphasize particular regional in-
terest or to fit into the allotted time. Mention outstanding.ex-
amples of the-training unit'’s-own -history in appropriate places. In
cutting; it will be most satisfactory to omit whole sections.in.order
to preserve-detail and color :in the- remaining sections. In any case,
retain incidents illustrating famous sayings and slogans of -Army
traditions.

L. Keep the simplicity of language of the text, but do.not read
it aloud or memorize it. It may be desirable in some places to read
excerpts from a colorful quotation. Familiarize yourself so thoroughly
with the text that you can tell it in the easy, colloquial and enthusi-
astic: manner in which you may describe your own experiences.

5. 'With each talk is supplementary material including battle
charts, pictures illustrating famous actions, pictures of uniforms,
and a list of famous slogans .and battle sayingso



2.

a. The pictures, for example, may be used variously; after
their use with the talks by balopticoh or wall-posters, they might be
enlarged for use as permanent wall pictures in orderly rooms, day=rooms
and mess halls, :

be. Choose maps and battle charts where deolrable to illus-
trate one or two major battles in each talk. Enlarge them to the size
most suitable for your own needs, : ’

C. “mphasize again and again the slogans and battle sayings
listed. Print them in colors on wooden signs, as large as possible,
and display them in the lecture rocom during relevant talks, and hang
them on permanent. display in prominent meeting-places, such as barracks;
day=rooms, mess halls, and clubs. The signs should continually remind
the recruit that he is one in a long line of great soldiers and proud-
conflicts. Their display must be permanent; their effectiveness will
depend upon repetition over a long period of time.

d., Select and reproduce various unit crests and mottos which
lend themselves to the theme of these talks.

e. Use your imaginaticn in selecting thnse aids which will
be more effective in supplementing the talks, and to improvise other
supplementary aids which will capture and hold the enthusiasm of the
recruit, '

SECTION II

4 : SUGGESTED INTRCDUCTIGN FCR INSTRUCTOR

When a man becomes g part of a big organization, he has a right
to learn something about its record and its traditions. The record
of the United States Army speaks for itself, It is impossible to
imagine a United States without the United States Army o

"ithout the Army, the Nation could not have won its independencee
It was the Army, under Washington, that won the battles which made the
Nation possible.

Without the Army, the Nation would have remained a fringe of
settlements along the Atlantic seaboard. It was the Army that blazed
the trails to the West and conquered the wilderness to the Pacific.

- Without the Army, freedom as Americans know it could never have
been maintained. It was the Army which sent abroad the great divi-
sions to fight against the ruthless dlctauorshlp of a German Hitler
and a Japanese Tojo.



Great outfits have won an everlasting place in the tradition of
the Army. From men who served the colonies against French and Indians
before there was an American Army, to the "Thinking Bayonets" in the
Civil Yar and the soldiers who fought at Kwajalein and on the Normandy
beaches; from the Continental rifleman in the Revolution to the dough-
boy of World War I and World War II, noted units have set a high tradi-
tion., 014 outfits of the Army are living things. We find a régiment
which fought and won with Scott at Chippewa and which climbedscaling
ladders at Chapultepec, now a training unit of the 5th Infantry Divi-
sion.,.another which fought with Jackson at New Orleans, and now is in
training with the 3d Infantry Division... a cavalry outfit that fought
with Custer at Little Big Horn, and now is on duty in Japan... another
which léd the way into the Forbidden City of Peking and now is on duty
in Germany... and a regiment which stopped the Germans at the Marne
and now in training with the 2d Infantry Division. 4 -

The story of the Army is the story of its men - of men who had
the courage and self=-discipline to hold to honor and loyalty when the
chips were down. Men from Sergeant Brown at Yorktown to Sergeant York
in the Argonne, and from Freddie Fuger at Gettysburg to Audie Murphy
in Alsace have set a high standard for men who would follow them in
the Army.

"The glory and honor of these outfits and these men belong to you.
As war becomes more complicated, it 1is hard for us to equal their record.
But part of Army tradition is not only to equal the achievements of the
past, but to surpass them. Until each man can say, "I belong to the
finest regiment in the world," your JOb is not finished.

" 'SECTION III

"CHAPTER 1: A PATRTIOT ARMY

" OUTLINE
A, FOR INDEPENDENGE - "Our L:Lves9 our Fortunes, our Sacred Honor. "
1. "The Shot Heard Round the World" -- Lexington and Concord.

2. "Don't Shoot Till you Can See the Whites of Their Eyes™
’ -=.Bunker Hill

3. A Christmas Gift
a. Dark Days
b. - Crossing the Delaware .=~ Trenton

¢, Princeton K A
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4, "The Finest Regiment in the ¥orld": Saratoga

a, Yankees and Yorkers: Gatest Northern Army
b. Morganis Riflemen

¢, Freeman's PFarm

d. Bemis Heights

e. Surrender at Saratoga

.5. Valley;Forge

a, Life in Winter Camp
b. 'Training
6. Bayonets in the Night
a. "Essayons” -- Engineers Organized
0. Stony Point .
7. The Cowpens .
8. "The World Turned‘Upside Down": Yorktown
a. Siege -- The Artiliery
b. Capture of the Redoubt

¢. Surrender of Cornwallis

$. "The Road to Glory i3 Thus Opened to All": The Purple Heart.

A SECOND ROUND AGAINST GREAT BRITAIN: THE WAR OF 1812

1. '"We Have Met the Enemy": The Thames
2. "Those Are Regulars, by God!":
a. Chippewa

b. Lundy's Lane.
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3., "Our Flag Was Still There"
a. Bladensburg
b. Baltimore: The Star Spangled Banner

L, Cotton Bales-and Rifles: New Orleans

SECTIOH III - TEXT MATERIAL FOR PRESENTATIONS

A PATRIOT'S ARVY

A. FOR INDEPENDENCE .== "Our lives,.our fortunes,. our sacred Honcr. "

1. "The Shot Heard Round the World."_

American colonists flared into revolt against Great Britain
in April 1775. Late in the night of 18 April a thousand British troops
marched from Boston to seize supplies of powder stored at Concord, 20
miles away. But Paul Revere and William Dawes got the signal, and rode
their horses through the night, along separate ways, t¢ wWarn the country-
side that the British were coming. - At Lexington the King's troops found
a company of 70 Minutemen -- men who had been training for several months
to be ready to fight at a minute's notice -~ drawn up on the village
green. The British commander ordered the '"rebels" to ‘disperse. Some '
vunknown soldier fired a shot, and then a British volley killed eight
Americans

The redcoats continued to Concord; at the bridge there, they
found more Americans -- quickly gathered from nearby towns -- waiting
to meet them. Here the Minutemen fired "the shot heard around the
world." The British crossed the bridge and seized the powder. "But
when they retraced their long march along the hot, dusty road, Minute-
men kept up & deadly fire from behind trees and stone walls. When
they reached the safety of their positions at Charlestown, the British
had lost nearly 500 men. .

News of Lex1ngton and Concord electrified the colonles. Men
left thelr accustomed tasks of keeping the store and plowing the field
to take up arms to strike a blow to win freedom. In Virginia, Patrick
Henry -- who the month before had made the speech in which he said,
"Give me liberty, or give me death!" -- assembled 350 men for drill
at Culpepper Court House. As a part of their rustic, homemade uniforms,
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Henry's men wore green hunting shirts which had big white letters
across the front: 'Liberty or Death"; and they displayed a yellow
banner showing a coiled rattlesnske, with the motto, - "Liberty or
Death" above, and the warning, "Don't Tread on Me" below. They armed
themselves with'rifles, tomahawks, and scalping knives: In South

- Carolina a reglment formed at Charleston, and the men wore silver
badges on their caps with the same motto, '"Liberty or Death."

In NeW'England farmers took down thelr muskets from chimney
pieces and hurried to J01n the militia surrounding Boston

2. '"Dom!t Shoot Till You Can See . the Whites of Their Eyes."

During the night of 16 June, Americans fortified a position
in front of Bunker Hill, across the bay from Boston. The next day
British Warships bombarded them; and the colonials watched redcoats
forming for an attack straight up the hill. Colonel William Prescott
ordered his men to hold their fire and aim low; Colonel Israel Putnam
("0la Put" had left his plow in the field to fight at Concord) passed
the word along, "Boys, don't shoot till you can see the whites of
their eyes "o :

This was good advice in the day of the musket, ‘because if
they fired too soon their shots would miss, and then they w0uld not
‘have time to reload before the enemy got to their positions A musket
bullet travelled several hundred yards, but it was not accurate at
ranges greater than 60 yards, and one could not be sure of hitting a
moving man even at 20 yards. An expert might get off four shots in a
minute if he were lucky. ' ‘

_ ‘Twice the British advanced with parade-ground precision up
the slope.. Twice the colonials held their fire till the last minute,
and then poured it on. The British fell back and formed for a third
assault. But the Americans ran out. of ammunition, and had to give up
the hill after losing 450 men. One sharpshooter held his ground and
brought down 20 charging redcoats before he fell. The British took
the hill, but in doing so they lost 1 054 men out of 2,500. "I wish
we could sell them another hill at the same price," an Americen
soldier said.

After the Battle of Bunker Hill Americans thought that .
militiamen could whip British regulars without any special training
But courage alone was not enough.

_ The Continental Congress now recognized that all colonies
were in for war. It provided for a "Continental Army" -- the beglnning



of a regular force serving the whole nation rather than individual
statés -- and.it chose George Weshington to be commander-in-chief.
He took command of the poorly-trained troops around Boston. After
his men took Dorchester Heights, the British evacuated Boston on
St Patrick's Day, 1776, but dark deys lay ahead.

3, ‘A Christmes Gift.

" Dark Days. Washington knew that his Army was In for a
long, hard struggle While the Army marched toward New York, the
Continental Congress mede the decision which turned rebellion into
war. for independence. It issued the Declaration which summed up the
grievances and closed with this -pledge: "And for the support of this
decleration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Provi-
dence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes, and
our sacred honor. Now 1t was up to the Army to make that Declaration

of Independence stick.

- After defeats around New York the Americans retreated across
ﬂNew Jersey, -ahead of ‘the British under Cornwallis, until they ceme to
‘the Delaware River near Trenton. :They seized all the boats along the
river, and, in December, they crossed Just before the British arrived.:
On the other bank they conld pause for & while then, for the British
hed no boats. -

- With 1little to show but a record of defeat and retreat,
even ‘Washington wrote, "If every nerve is not strained to recruit
a new army, I think the geme 1s pretty nearly up."

‘ Crossing the Delaware. Then Washington hit upon a bold
stroke. The British had left a force of Hessians -~ Germans whom
George III had hired to help the British -- in Trenton, and Washingw
ton guessed that they would be. celebrating Christmas night°

Christmas Day, 1776, was a miserablevday, ‘It rained and
hailed and sleeted. - In the evening a cold wind sprang up, and it
begen to snow. Cakes of 1ice filled the river. In Trenton Colonel
Rahl, the German commander;,; was more interested in his liquor ration
than he was in improving defenses on such a night.

Glover 's Amphibians <= a regiment of hardy Gloucester
fishermen, and predecessors to modern amphibious engineers =---got -:
the boats ready, and late Christmas night they. shoved off. Only.
Washington ‘s own. column got &cross;, and while his men marched nine
miles through the blinding snow storm, the Hessians drank and sang.

7
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before their fireplaces-in Trenton. At 8:00 a. m. the ragged, half-
frozen Americans arrived at the edge of the town -~ and the Germans
awoke to the biggest 'morning after' in their lives. Before Colonel
Rahl could be aroused, guns, were popping all over the place. Hitting
the town both from west and north, American muskets and rifles drove
Hessian outposts to cover. They kept up the fire against Hessian lines
forming in the streets.

Then Henry C. Knox, Washington's chief of artillery “roared,
like a bull"™ as he directed cannon into position. Galloping horses -
dragged up the cumbersome guns. At the head of King Street, Alexander
Hamilton's battery went into action. Following-his motto, "Do it
better yet," the compeny had become & model of efficiency in handling
artillery. (Today Hamilton's battery is Battery D of the 5th Fleld
. Artillery Battalion, the oldest unit in the Regular Army, and the only
one showing battle credit for the Revolutionary War on its flag.)
Cannon of the Revolution had a short range, and it was hard to move
them rapidly. But Hamllton®’s men knew their business. A pair of Hessian
cannon went off. Hamilton, standing with hls hat jJjammed down over his
forehead, spotted them. A counterattack was forming. His brass three=
pounders roared; then others joined. The fire at the head of King
Street broke up the counterattack

. Lieutenant James Monroe, 18, future President of the United
States, charged into the town at the head of a company of Virginia
infantry. He fell wounded, but now Americans were sweeping through the
streets. -When Hesslans tried to escape, they found American muskets
and cannon blocking the way. When they ran into the houses, Americans
went in after them. The German colonel was killed. After 45 minuteées-
. of this the Hessians had enough. The whole garrison surrendered.

Princeton. Ileaving three regiments to guard his base at
Princeton, Cornwallis marched the rest of his British troops toward
Trenton. The Americans dug in behind a small creek, and Cornwallis:
walted till the next morning to attack. Posting a few men to keep.-
fires going all night to deceive the British, Washington gathered his
Army and slipped out. It marched around the British, and headed for
Princeton (3 January 1777). Nearing that British base, the Americans-
met two of the British regiments which had been left behind; _they. _ vere
on the way to Trenton. They thought the Americans must already have
been beaten and were fleeing from Cornwallis, but that British general
still was wondering what had happened to themn.

The British opened fire, and at first the Americans fell back.
But Washington rode up to-rally them, and they moved forward. One
British regiment fled southward to Join Cornwallis. The Continentals
drove -the -other ahead of them to Princeton. There still was another
- British regiment there, but that was not enough to stop the Americans.
They drove right on through the town.



With the British in New Jersey scattered, Washington led his
exhausted men to the vicinity of Morristown, where they went into camp
for the rest of the winter. '

4. ™he Finest Regiment in the World."

Yankees and Yorkers. During the summer of 1777 a new danger
appeared in the north. General Burgoyne was marching with a strong
British force frem Canada to the Hudson River valley. At the same
time a smaller British force under St Leger was marching eastward down
the Mohawk Valley with the iritent of meeting Burgoyne near Albany.

Americans checked St Leger's column in the Mohawk Valley,
but Burgoyne was sure that his force alone could reach Albany and then
march down the Hudson to cut the colonies in two. As the threat grew,
more New Englanders arrived to join the,growing number of New Yorkers
with General Gates' American Army in northern New. York State.

Morgan'!s Riflemen. Washington had organized the first rifle
regiment in the world under Daniel Morgan. Now he called in Morgan
and told him that he was sending him and his riflemen north to join
Gates! Army. "They are all chosen men," Washington said, "I expect
great things of them."

Morgants Riflemen hurried northward. But Morgan'is first
concern was to make sure that every manfs rifle was in perfect shape,
The rifle was a distinctive American weapon. Its grooved barrel gave
the bullet a spinning motion which made it travel farther and much
straighter. At a hundred yards these buckskin-clad sharpshooters from
the woods could hit a ten-inch bullfs eye every time with these
"squirrel guns," and they could get 50 per cent hits at 300 yards. The
principle of rifling, or making grooves ‘in the barrel, had been long
known in many countries, but, to work, the bullet had to fit tightly.
This meant driving it slowly down the muzzle with an iron ramrod. But
some unknown Ameriean had invented the greased patch. With a patch
under the bullet, it could be pushed down the barrel quickly and easily.
Now in the stock of the rifle there was a little box with a hinged
cover; it carried a supply of circular patches of greased linen cr
leather. The master craftsmen at rifle-making were the Pennsylvania
Dutch. Morgan stopped at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, to have Daniel Kleist,
expert gunsmith, examine every man's rifle and put it in perfect condi-

* tion,

Freeman's Farm. A few miles from Saratoga, the Americaus
dug in on Bemis Heights, along the Hudson River. The British attacked

9
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on 19 September. But the Americans were not just going to sit and
take it. Their left wing advanced across Freeman's Farm. And here
were Morgan's Riflemen. The sharpshooters spread out into a long,
broken line as they advanced through the woods. Imitating wild
turkey calls to signal their positions, the sharpshooters took cover
behind trees and fences and fired down the British ranks. For four
hours the marksmen kept the British in confusion, and only the ar-
rival of British cannon saved them from rout. The Americans rsturned
‘to their lines that night while the British began digging in around
Freeman's Farm.

- Bemis Heights. The opposing srmies Jockeyed for position
during the next weeks, but the American strength was growing. Burgoyne
saw that his British Army was being hemmed in. He decided to send out
1,500 men with General Fraser on 7 October to test the American de-
fenses on Bemls Heights. Gates sent a message to his American units,
"Order on Morgan to begin the game.” Again the Americans went out =
after them. While one American force hit them on the right, Morgan's
Riflemen fanned out again to hit them on the left -~ over almost the
game ground where they had fought the previous Battle of Freeman's
Farm. Once more wild turkey calls echoed through the woods, as sharp-
shooters took up positions as skirmishers. Some men climbed high
trees to pick off the redcoats. Morgan called several of his best
marksmen around him. Pointing to the British general he said, "That
officer is General Fraser; I admire him, but he must die; our victory
depends on it. Take your stations in that clump of bushes, and do '
your duty.” Within five minutes General Fraser fell mortally wounded.
The British fell back to thelr lines.

At nightfall the rest of the American Army moved forward,
and the British withdrew to redoubts near the river bank.

Surrender at Saratoga: Now far outnumbering the British,
the Americans followed them to Saratoga and nearly surrounded Burgoyne's
force. The British commander saw that he was in-a tight spot. He sent
a message to ask help from British forces at New York but Americans .
captured the messenger.

Nevertheless, a British force did start up the Hudson from .
New York. But it was too late. Burgoyne surrendered his entire army:.
With a company of light dragoons {mounted infantry), carrying an
American flag at the head of the columm, the British troops were
marched to the time of "Yankee Doodle" between parallel lines of
American soldiers toward Boston. " After the surrender Burgoyne met
Daniel Morgan. Extending his hand, the British general said, "My
dear sir, you command the finest regiment in the world."



‘ The American victory at Seratoga led directly to an alli-
ance with France. It wae a turning point in the wear, and one of the
decisive battles of world history.

. Vsalley Forge.

Life In Winter Camp: It wee well thet Americens had such &
victory es Saratoge, for during the next two years there wes little else
to brighten the dismal picture, Darkest of all wes the misersable winter
of 1777-78 which Waghington's little Continental Army spent at Valley
Forge, in Penneylvania. Yet, in those cold, dark days at Velley Forge
the United States Army had itc real beginning

- After defeats at Brandywine, Paolil, and Germantown,
Washington's men went into Valley Forge in December 1777 a battered,
gick, end hungry lot. Washington, the surveyor, lasid out a part of
the cemp himself, and as always, he insisted on maeking it & strongly
fortified position.. While the British enjoyed comfortable winter
querters in Philadelphisa, Weshington chose this place where he could
keep an eye on them, and where he could trein his men in a secure
position. Men spent the first weeks 1n light tente, but they were
divided into parties of 12 and each psrty built and then occupled a
rough log hut. ‘

In December over 2,000 of the men were unfit for duty for
lack of shoee and clothing. By Februsry this number wes 4, 000.
- Lafayette, a young Frenchmen who had offered his gervices to Washing-
ton, -commended a divielon at Velley Forge. He reported, "Their feet
and lege froze until they grew bleck, and it wae often neceesary to
amputate them." Private Elijah Figher of New Hampshire wrote in his
diary: "Jsmuary the 20th, At length, I having got a recent cold by
which means the feaver get in, I wae carried to & hospitsl end a
gevere fit of sickneses I had & fortnite after that ..... Februsry 8. .
I gets tetter, but a number dyed. Trare was between fifty end sixty
dyed in about & month....,. The 28th. We Jjined our Regiment and
Compeny, end I was anockulated for the Small poxe and it Prity favor-
able to what others hed it.”

Food wag ag ecarce ag clothing. Time after time Washington
ordered provisions, but they falled to come. The goldiers' diet was -
likely to contein.little more than "firebread" and wster, or a gravy
of boiled flour end water which they called "bleary," or a gort of

hagh etew which they called "lobecousge." "What sweet Felicitieg have
I left at home," one veteran wrote, "a charming wife --- pretty
children --- good bede --- good food good cookery:" but a cell to

11
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dinner interrupted him, and he went to eat a bowl of "lobscouse"
"full of burnt leavees and dirt." Bed food kept meny soldlers weakened
wlth diarrhea, or "qulckstep" as they celled it.

Tralning: Of the numbers of forelgn soldlers who volunteered
thelr servicees to the American cause, probably none gave more valusble
gervice than did Steuben at Valley Forge. Steuben was a veteran of
Frederlick the Great's Prussien Army, end now he brought hie skill
ag a drillmester to Weshington's Continentals. When he found no
uniform drill regulations, he wrote them. He orgenized squede snd
companles and drilled them go that they could teach others. As In-
spector General of the Army, Steuben insisted on etrict cemp dis-
cipline and ganitation. In thet dey driummers filled the role of
modern buglers in gignalling the prescribed calle. Steuben drew up
regulations for them: "The Reveille (soldiers celled it "Ree-love-
lee™) ie beat at day-break, and le the signal for soldiers to rise
eand the sentries to leave off challenging. The Tattoo is for soldiers
to go to their tents, where they must remein till reveille beating the
next morning." - ("Tattoo" wes teken from the old Dutch "Teptoe," which
means to "shut -off beer taps”). Steuben required the noncome to make
a "bed check" after tattoo. -

~

Meny Americen soldiers had learned to use a musket or rifle
during life on the frontler. Some hed had militery experience in
earlier colonial wars in the service of the British -- those with

"Roger's Rangere, in the French and Indlen War hed learned the waye
of later riflemen or modern Rangers. But most soldiers needed lote
of treining in fightlng ee members of & team, and 1t took practice
to learn to reload the musket In & hurry.

The men soon learned to "roll their own" paper certiridges.
The soldier took & piece of tough paper and rolled it into a cylinder
around a musket ball and poured in the prescribed measure of powder.
Then he twisted or tied the ends of the peper end coated it with
grease to keep it dry. He carried these cartridges in a leather pouch
glung over his shoulder. In loading his mueket the soldier hed to
pull back the hammer to half-cock and then uncover the pan by pushing
up the frizzen. He would bite a hole in the powder end of & ceartridge
and pour & little powder into the pan, end hold 1t there by closing
the frizzen. Then he set the butt of the musket on the ground end
poured the rest of the powder, end the bell, down the berrel. He
gtuffed the cartridge peper in for wadding end then.pushed 1t all
down with hie ramrod. To fire, the goldier lifted the musket to
position, pulled the hemmer back to full-cock, and pulled the trigger.
The flint, held in the hammer, struck the steel of the frizzen and
gent a ghower of sperks into the pan. The fire pessed through the
touch hole end get off the charge.



Amexricang were not too fond of the bayonet but Steuben in-
gisted that they learn how %o use it. The bayonet gave some protection
for a man when the enemy came upon him before he could get his gun re-
loaded, and it was a valuable weapon for making a charge.

‘ Though not many uniforms were to be found at Valley Forge,
Steuben demanded that men be ag neat as possible. Blue coats were
the favorites, and the Corps of Artillery -- oldest element of the
regular Continental Army -- had the first prescribed uniforms, blue
coats - with red linings. Washington knew the moral effect of rifle-
men against the British and he liked to have ordinary musketeers dye
their clothes butternut brown so they would look like the feared
riflemen. Men who had served over three years in the Army '"with
bravery, fidelity and good conduct” could wear a "Badge of Military
Digtinction" -- a gtrip of white cloth on the left sleeve., A six-
year veteran could add a second stripe. This wag & forerunner of
present-day service stripes or "hash marks," and good conduct medals.

Later Steuben gave a Hard Times Party for the soldiers,
where no oné wag admitted if he had on a pair of breeches withoubt a
tear or a patch. He had a full crowd, and the men spent half the
.night drinking and eating "sumptuously on tough beef-stakes, and
- potatoes, with hickory nuts for dessert.”

Until Valley Forge thers had been no American cavalry arm,
but there Allan McLane organized troops of horsemen; and for their
daring raids on British supply columns, they became known as "market
shoppers.” Later the mounted legions of "Light Horse Harry" Iee and-
William Waghington played an important part, in winning victories.

Artillsrymen had an expert teacher in another forsign volm
unteer, Kosciusko, a Polish patriot.

The men who set the tradition for the United States Army

were the men who stood fast through the misery of Valley Forge;, and
came out trained soldiers,

6. Bayonets in the Night.

- "Egsayons” -- Engineers Organized. . In 1778 the Conti-
nental Congress established an Engineering Department, with three
companies;, and Du Portail, a Frenchman who became its first chief,
gave 1t the motto which it still earries: "Essayons," which means,
We'll Try." Under the leadership of Du Portail and the skillful
Kosciusko, the Engineers established headquarters at West Point,
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i8tomy Point: Down the Hudson River a few miles from
West Point was Stony, . Point, another strategic location which, in
1779, remained in British hands. Waghington gent "™ad Anthony"

Wayne with 1200 men to take the place.

A marsh separated the point from the mainland and the
Brltish had dug works and set up pointed poles against possible at-
tack. Wayne decided to make the attack at night, 16 July, and gave
orderg that no one should fire a ghot. They would rely on the
bayonet alone. Wayne divided the forece into two columns, and after
midnight they stole across the marsh. Wayne's own column made
‘gtraight for the main defenses, while the other followed down the
‘bank of the river and hit the fort from the rear. An alarm brought
heavy cannon and musket fire, but the two columns charged and
killed or captured the entire garrison. Americans had learned well
Steuben’s lessons on using the bayonet.

T. The Cowpens.

The rest of the war belonged to the South. Already
bands of horsemen under Francis Marion, "The Swamp Fox;" and
Thomas Sumter, "The Carolina Game Cock," had haragsed the British
no end. Now British forces under Cornwal115 were trying to knogk
out the Revolution in the South.

Nathaniel Greene, Washington's best subordinate general,
commanded the Army in the South, and though he was outnumbered, he
led Cornwallis on a merry chase through the Carolinas.

Greens gent Daniel Morgesn with a detachment o cooperate
with Sumter in harassing the British forces. For hisg part,
Cornwallis, early in January, 1781, sent out General Tarleton with
a force of infantry and cavalry to destroy Morgan's force:. Tarleton
tried to set a trap, but Morgan avoided it, and then made a better
trap. Morgan prepared for battle on a rolling meadoy:; half cleared
of trees, called the Cowpens.

The American force included both militiamen and regulars.
Morgan put the Continentals into a line on the brow of a low hill. .
He figured that the poorly-trained militia could not stand long,

80 he told them to fire at least two volleys at "killing distance,”
and then to run behind a second hill and reorganize. Behind that
second hill he hid William Wdashingtons'’s cavalry.



The British had to march most of the night to get there, but
in "eager beaver fashion™ Tarleton attacked at sunrise. The militia
opened a killing fire, and then ran for cover as they were told. The.
British thought they had the whole Army on the run. Spreading out, the
redccats hit the Continentals. The line bent back so that the British
could not get behind them, and then they stood and fought like tigers,
At just the right moment, Colonel William Washington's cavalry came
galloping around the hill to hit the unguarded British right end. Mean-
while Morgan hurried back to reorganize the militiamen, Within ten
minutes they came charging around the other side of the hill into the
British left end. Now the Continentals charged. At the Cowpens it was
Tarleton!s force which was destroyed in a battle which has become a
classico Morgan's men lost 12 killed and 61 wounded.

8, "The World Turned Upside Down."

Siege = The Artillery. Victory at the Cowpens, however, did
not relieve Greene's Army from Cornwallis. Greene's men marched into
North Carolina, and fought Cornwallis on even terms. The Americans were
losing battles — "We fight, get beaten, rise, and fight again," Greene
said == but they were winning a campaigne

As Cornwallis overran Virginia, Lafavette led a small force to
meet him but could .not risk an open battle. At the same time Washington
had his main American Army near lew York, and because of his threat %o
British forces there, the superior British cormander in New York ordered
Cornwallis to send him reinforcements. Then Cornwallis received new
orders. He was to fortify a naval base in the lower Chesapeake Bayo He
chose Yorktown as the site for the base and in August 1781, transferred
his whole army there. Now Washington decided to catch Cornwallis. A
French fleet arrived in the Chesapeake and blocked British escape by
sea, Leaving a detachment to watch New York, Washington's Army hurried
southward, together with a French force under Rochambeau. On the night
of 6 October Washington's Allied forces opened trenches around the
Bri tish position and on- the 10th the Artllleny opened fire at a range
of 800 yards,

Here, thanks to French assistance, the Americans at last en-
joyed a superiority in artillery support. Three types of cannon pro-
vided this support at Yorktown. The field gun would send a cannon ball
from 900 to 1,340 yards. It usually fired solid shot to batter down
fortifications. Sometimes.two half cannon balls, joined by a solid bar,
like a weight-lifting dumbbell, or sometimes two cannon balls joined by
a chain would whirl through the air; these devices were especially use-~.
ful against the rigging of ships. - When enemy infantry charged against
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them, cannoneers would lcad their guns with grape or canister. Grape
shot came in clusters, usually of nine iron balls, fastened together

in three layers of three balls each. On leaving the gun the cluster
would break apart, and at close range one such round of grape might

stop a whole squad. Canister gave even more of a shotgun effect to
artiliery. It was a thin can, filled with lead musket balls. The can
would break open as it left the barrel and the musket balls spread de-
struction to enemy ranks. A second .type of cannon at Yorktown was the
howitzer. The howitzer usually fired a shell which flew through the air
with lighted fuse and burst. It would carry 900 fo 1,120 yards. Often
they would fire the howitzer to make the shell bounce along the ground,
or "ricochet." An American artillery officer at Yorktown wrote that

the howitzers "are of the greatest importance, in firing ricochet, as
the shell hops along the ground, and drops Jjust over the enemy's parapet,
destroying them where they thought themselves most secure." A third

- artillery weapon was the mortar, It was a short, stubby pilece, set on

a curved rail so that its direction could be changed easily, and it

sent shells == they called them bombs == at a high angle to burst inside
the British defenses. Artillerymen referred to their guns as "six-
pounders, " "nine-pounders," etc., according tec the weight of the ball
they fired =-- a practice still common in the British Army. At York-
town American and French artillery scon gained superiority, and silenced
the British guns.

Capture of the Redoubt. On 11 October Americans opened a
second siege line, or parallel, 300 yards from the British. Wow they
had to take a pair of key enemy redoubts.

As Wayne'!s men at Stony Point,” they were to rely only on the
bayonet. Muskets were not loaded. The most dangerous assignment in this
kind of attack was that of the #olunteers who led the way. This advance
party was called a "forlorn hope,” a term from the Dutch meaning "lost
troop." Sergeant Daniel Brown of Connecticut led this forlorn hope
across the field under the light of bursting shells. Quickly they
covered the 200 yards to the redoubt. Without pause they went down in-
to the ditch and climbed up the ofher bank, over the sharpened poles.
The British opened fire, but they had 1littie effect as the Americans -
swarmed upon them with bayonets. In iess than 15 minutes the Americans
had the redoubt, They had lost U4 men. A French force took the other
redoubt, but they used less stealfth, and it cost them a hundred casual-
ties, : '

The next night Gornwallis tried to ferry his afmy across the
York River, but a storm swamped his boats.

Surrender of Cornwailis. On 19 October Cormwallis surrendered.
American and French columns drew up along each side of the road, and the
British marched out while the band played a popular tune, "The World
Turned Upside Down."




9. "The Road to Glory is Thus Opened to All."

~ The eurrehder of Cornwallie at Yorktown ended major fighting
"in the Revolution, but the war dregged on for more than a year.

At his headquarters in Newburgh, New York, 7 August 1782,
Washington issued an order establishing an award for military merit --
the Purple Heart. It was the first military decoration in history to
be open to men of all ranks. A man cited for meritorious action was
to be permitted to wear "Over his left breast, the figure of a heart
in purple cloth, or silk, edged with narrow lace or binding." "The
road to glory in a patriot army and a free country is thus opened to
all," the order said. Now the Purple Heart is awarded to all who are
wounded 1in action against the enemy. But in the beginning it was equiv-
alent to the Medal of Honor. One of the first winmers of the Purple
Heart was Sergeant Daniel Brown for his bravery in leading the forlorn
hope at Yorktown. :

B, A SECQND ROUND AGAINST GREAT BRITAIN

1. "We Have Met the Enemy. "

Violations of rights on the high seas led Congress in 1812 to
declare a second war against Great Britain. A series of spectacular:
naval duels added. eomething to American prestige, but they played no
part in deciding the war. .The decision rested upon the Army and co="
operating naval fleets on the inland lakes°

After the Americen loss of Detroit in 1812, General Wllliam
Henry Harrison ~- "Old Tippecanoe" -- assembled a force to strike back.
into Canada. Commodore Perry cleared .the way with a brilliant naval
victory against a. British fleet on Lake Erie. He sent a message. to
Harrison: "We have met the enemy, and they are ours." "0ld Tip".
marched his men aboard boats and ferried them across to the Canadian
shores. Théy met a force of British and Indians on 5 October 1813 at
the Themes River. The Americans attacked and scattered the Indians
and killed or captured the British° ‘ :

2. "Mhose Are Regulers,” By God!"

Chippewa. After a series of poor showings on the part of
green recruits, Winfield Scott, then a 28-year-old brigadier general,
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set up a rigorous training schedule for his outfit near Buffalo, New

. York. Like Steuben at Valley Forge, Scott spent long hours drilling

. his unite. The musket still was the standard infantry weapon, and in
the prescribed drill it took 24 motions to prime, load, and fire from
the position of "order arms,"” and it took 11 more motions to return it
‘to the order after the shot had been fired. :

After two months of intensive training, Scott's men were
ready for action. He was anxious to have them in neat new uniforms.
The uniform, with, swallowtailed coat, long trousers, and "tar bucket"

hat -~ like the present-day West Point dress uniform -~ was supposed
to be dark blue. But there was a shortage of blues, and Scott put his
men in gray --- the color which state militia usually wore. On the

night of 3 - M July 1814 they crossed the Niagara River into Canada.

As Scott's brigade approached -the British near the Chippewa
River, the men formed into well-dressed ranks and moved forward. An-
cestor regiments of the present-day 6th Infantry advanced on the left,
and ancestor of the present 24 and 5th Infantry in the center. A bat-
tery of artillery supported on the right. Scott formed his units into
a V formation, the point to the rear. The effect was like that of
Daniel Morgan at the Cowpens -- the Americans came up on both ends of
the British line. The British commander noticed the gray uniforms.
"Why, those are nothing but Buffalo militia," he sald. But when a
British cannon tore a gap through the lines, and the gray-clad soldiers
kept going in their steady advance, the British commander changed his
tune. "Those are regulars, by God!" he shouted. When 70 yards from
the British, Scott galloped to the front of the 6th Infantry (as it is
called now) and called out: '"They say that Americans can't stand the
cold iron. I call on you instantly to give the lie to that slander!
‘Charge!!" A cheer went up as the men lowered thelr bayonete and
charged. The British lines, as Scott “eported it, "mouldered away
like a rope of san

The gray-uniform of the West Point cadet corps was adopted in
tribute to the gray-=clad victors at Chippewa.

) Lundy's Lane. Three weeks later a force of 2,000 Americans
met a British force of 3,000 in another battle along the Niagara --
Lundy‘s Lane. Once more American soldlers proved their ability to
stand up against a superior force. British artillery was holding up
the American advance when Colonel Miller brought up his reserve regi-
- ment (now the 5th Infantry). General Brown pointed out the British
main battery and asked Miller if his regiment could take it. "I'll
try, Sir," the Colonel said, and late that evening the British guns
fell. Miller's reply "I'll try, sir," still is the motto of the 5th
Infantry -- the oldest regimental motto in the Regular Army.

-



3, "Our Flag was Still There."

Bladensburg. 'The darkest point in the whole War of 1812
came in August, 181k, when a British force landed in Maryland; crossed
the upper Potomac at Bladensburg, and marched on Washington. A force
of militia gathered to meet the invaders, but when the British crossed
the river and fired a few rockets, the untrained militia ran. Only a
small force of 500 regulars, joined by a similar force of sailors and
marines in a "unified" effort, stood their ground., But the British
marched on to the capital, o o 8

Baltimore: The Star Spangled Banner. Fortunately, when the
British turned toward Baltimore they found that city effectively defend-
eds The British Commander was killed in the attack there; and after
the British fleet bombarded Fort McHenry, guarding Baltimore's harbor,
during the night 13 - 1l September, they withdrew. It was during this
bombardment that Francis Scott Key. detained for the night on a British
ship, write down the words for "The Star-Spangled Banner." Soon every=-
one was singing the new song. '

Lo Cotton Bales and Rifles,

One big effort remained, and ironically it ended after peace
already had been signed. Now the British decided upon an invasion of
the south —— through New Orleans. General Andrew Jackson = "01d
Hickory" =— gathered together a few regulars and a much larger number
of militiamen and local recruits, and set up a defense along both banks
of the Mississippi. He expected the British to come up the river along
the north bank, and there he organized his main position. - The lines
stretched from the levee along the river to a swamp on the right, ana
the men dug trenches and set up barricades of cotton bales., On 8 Janu=~
ary 1815 the British, in precise formation, attached "01d Hickory!s"
workse. DBoth sides were using rifles =— it was the first major battle
in history in which the rifle was the major weapon on both sides ==
but the Americans were far superior. At 300 yards range they fired
with an accuracy which the British never had seen in Europe. Jackson
put his best sharpshooters in front, and the others kept them supplied
with ready=loaded rifles, An-old Kentucky soldier, Samuel Stubbsg who
stood five feet four and was 63 years old, wrote of the battle in a
letter to his brothers: :

"On the morning of the 8th, before day-light the enemy
silently drew out a large force to storm our lines, where we were
entrenched up to our chins. There was a great fog, and their
columns advanced unperceived to w1th1n helf a mile of our campy
and drove in our piquet guard. About the break of day, they as
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bold as hungre wolves advanced to our entrenchments... up to the
very muzels of our guns, I could have dropped them as easy as

a flock of benumb?d wild turkeys in a frosty morning. But I
picked for those who had frog paws upon their shoulders, and the
most lace upon their frocks. Some of the foolish redcoats
pentrated .into our lines, where they were soon baganuted or .
taken prisoners; many fell mounting the breastworks; others upon
the works themselves., The roar of artillery from our lines was
incessant, vhile an unremitted rolling fire was kept up from our

muskets. For an hour and a quarter the enemy obstinately continued
the assaulty nor did they falter until almost all their officers had
fallen. They then retreated, leaving from one thousand five hundred
to ‘two thousand in' killed; mangled and. prisoners.. On'our side:the
loss was confined to about twenty men -— but I lost but one out of .

my company

In honor of their part in this Battle of New orleans, the 7th

. Infantry now wears an insignia showing a cotton bale and a pair of
crossed rifles,

Vhen word of peace finally came, people across the country

celebrated as they carried posters saying, "Peace —- Security ——

Prosperity."
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- 8. "Biggest. Explosion Since the Petersburg Mine"

Siege of Petersburg and Lee's Surrender.

U IN MEXTCO AND CIVIL WAR .../

A. "TO THE HALLS OF MONTEZUMA"

-

" 1. "A Little More Grape, Captalin Bragg."

o On the Rio Grande. War began when Mexican forces ventured
" north of the Rio Grande and Americans under General Zachary Taylor -
"01d Rough and Ready," - met them on 8 May 1846 at a water hole known’
~ as Palo Alto. After an hour'’s artlllery duel, the Americans attacked.
They had to take time out for an hour when the long grass took fire
from a burning cannon wad, but then they drove the Mexlcans back. An-
other battle the next day at Resaca de la Palma, put the Mexicans to
. flight, and they scrambled back across the Rio Grande by ferry, by
-fords, by swimming

As soon as news of those first victories reached home, people
_everywhere began taking up the slogan of the soldiers ~ "On to the Halls
of the Montezumas!" But slogans had little appeal just then for sol-
diers who wsre sweatling it out in tent camps strung along the Rio Grande.
. A Sergeant Miller wrote that camp life was a rough furnace and a hot
fire."
Infantrymen -on the Rio Grande were supposed to have the 1841
percussion lock musket -- the kind that would fire from the blow of
the hammer striking a cap. Unfortunately, more than three-fourths of
the men throughout the war had to carry the old flintlock. Some car-
- ried rifles that fired an elongated "sugar loaf' bullet, and they were
most effective. Standard artillery pleces were the bronze six-pounder
gun, and 24-pounder howitzer. Some mounted troops carried Colt revol-
.vers -- the first precise repeaters in the world.

The uniform was a light blue Jacket, trousers, and cap. The
Jacket was cut short (like a modern Eisenhower "battle Jacket"), but
_had a high collar -~ trimmed in white for infantry (changed in 1847 to
blue), scarlet for artillery, and green, or orange for mounted troops.
+ Since the 1830°s insignia of arm or service had been worn: a silver



bugle for infantry; crossed cannone and shell and flame for both artil-
lery and ordnance; a cagtle encircled by a wreath for engineers.

"Taylor's men were glad to move out during July and August,
but it was for a march of 120 miles inland, and the new campling area
at Camargo was, if anything, worse. Already an unhealthy place,
earlier rains had left pools of standing water which made it even more
unhealthy. Again there were scorpions and tarantulas and mosquitoes
-- and a plague of little froge. The slightest stir of air raised a
stifling cloud of dust from the dried mud. But barren hills cut off
most of the breeze, and the sun bore down -- "in this hottest of all
places," a soldier put it -- to send the temperature up to 112 degrees.
"Lagt night," another soldier wrote, "the ants tried to carry me off in
my sleep." There was little during those weeks to break the monotony
of sweltering days, cool nights and heavy dews, the groans of the sick,
the yelping of prairie wolves. The soldiers’ name for Camargo was "The
Graveyard." ' ' ’

Monterey. In weeks of waiting, the men on the Rio Grande
were beginning to fear that they would see no action. But as autumn
approached it became clear that the Mexicans were preparing real resist-
ance. The country had been torn by revolution. But revolution also had
developed skilled fighters and now the war united all parties in complete
confidence of victory. Able to outnumber the American troops almost
everywhere, Mexican leaders had little respect yet for their foe, and'
. they welcomed battle. e

Organizing his force of 6,000 men into four divisions, in
September Taylor left his base at Camargo and headed toward Monterey
and the Sierre Madre Mountainsg. Monterey guarded the pass through the
mountaing. Mexican troops outnumbered the Americans by a thousand, but
they needed more.

" Approaching the fortifled hills of the city from the north,
"0ld Rough and Ready" attacked from two sides.

That night men closed up to Independence Hill and waited in
a pouring rain. It was pitch black: Most of the men sat up, holding
thelr muskets or rifles closely to keep the locks dry. At 3:00 a.m.
noncoms aroused the sleepers with a whispered "Fall in." They began
the almost vertical climb. Sometimes they crawled. Suddenly Mexican
guards opened fire. With a yell the Americans rushed up. Sixty feet
from the top. flrlng began. Soon they had won the western approaches
to Monterey. '

Meanwhile other fighting had been going on across the city.

- Presently Americans broke in from both directions. Though they had
had no special training in street fighting, almost instinctively they
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.began scrambling to the roofs, breaking holes in house walls, and drop-
Ping shells into buildings, much in the manner of soldiers in many towns
in World War II. On 24 September the Mexican flag came down, and Amer- -
ican soldiers merched in to the strains of "Yankee Doodle.

Buena Vista. Early in 1847, Taylor continued his operations
in Rorthern Mexico. .At Buena Vista, American forces faced a much .
larger Mexican army under General Santa Anna, the "Napoleon of the
West."

o Many gullies and a deep-channeled stream broke up the old -
flood plain in the bottom of the pass, where the soldlers took up
their positions. They set up to meet an attack which might come:
~stralght down the middie. BPut Santa Anna crossed them up. He marchsd
his troops around the edge of the plain, over rough ground, and came
.up on the side and threatened the rear. Then he sent a note to General
Taylor, telling him that the Americens were surrounded and might as
well surrender. Naturally "Old Rough and Ready" turned him down, and
both sides braced for a fight. , v :

A drizzling rain fell all that night, and it was bitterly "
cold. American tents were on the wagons, and the Mexlicans had nore.
There was no fuel for fires. A prisoner of war said that Santa Anna
"had 21,000 men. This meant that U. S. forces were outnumbered by more
than three to one. Long before daybreak men on both sides were ready -
for anything which would relieve their chattering teeth. '

Senta Anna had reveille sounded in his units one after the
other to create en even greater impression of numbers. Then'the
Mexicans drew up all‘their cavalry and infantry in ome long line.

They displayed colorful uniforms 'of green end yellow and red and
orange and blue; banners and plumes waved, and bands played. The

- first attack came straight for the center, but cannon on the moun-
tain slope and in the -pasg, and musket fire all -along the line,

drove 1t back. (It was the first major battle in history fought with
percussion firearms.) Soon another Mexican column appeared, advancing
at parade step, white belts and polished buckles shining. Three
cannon and the 24 Indiana Infantry opened fire at 100 yards. Loading
thelr musket cartridges with a bullet and three buckshot each; they
stopped the advance. Though other enmemy troops kept coming, and Mexi=-
' can cannon were firing. into their sides, the 24 Indiana held their
ground for half an hour. Then, because losses were so heavy, an order
came to retreat. The result was almost a disaster. Men retreating
sterted to run, and other outfits had to pull back. "One charge

more !!" the Mexicans were shouting . At this point Captain Braxton
Bragg saw that another charge would overrun his artillery battery,
(this battery later became Battery B, lst Field Artillery) and so

he ordered it to withdraw down the slope. While retreating, Lieu-
tenant Thomas, commanding one of the gun sections, suddenly stopped,



unlimbered his gune, and prepared for action. Bragg essked whst he
wag doing, and the lieutenant shouted back, "For God's sake, Captain,
get the battery into pley snd save the day:™ Quickly Bragg ordered
the whole battery into action. Loaded with canister aend grapeshot --
they opened fire at point blank rangs. The cherging Mexicsans troke
before guch fire. dJust then General Taylor ceme riding up., Waving
en old worn out straw hat over his head, he called out, "Give them a
little more grape, Ceptain Bragg.” (Insignia of the lst Fleld
Artillery now shows a round of grape shot.) Then Taylor saw the
Kentuckiens coming back, and the General roge in his stirrupe shout-
ing, "Hurrah for old Kentu k! That's the way to do it. Give 'en
hell!” Coming up at a run were Jefferson Davis and his Missiseippi
Rifles, and the 3d Indiana with them. The colt revolvers of counter
ettacking dragoons also proved themselves. John Washington's artil-
lerv hattery (now Battery A, €th Armored Field Artillery) then
blested other formations of enemy with such a storm of grepeshot as
to break them up completely. Whet had been nearly a defeat turned
to & greet triumph, Thet night the Mexican ermy, leaving the road
strewn with debris and wounded men, retreated.

2. Kearney's March to the Californias Coast

-

On the Ssnta Fe Treil. While Tsylor's men were fighting
in Northern Mexico, General Stephen Kesrney wae marching with'a force
of 1 600 men from.For+ Leavenworth in the summer of 18&6 to lay
claim to the great Southwest.

_ Celifornia, While Colonel Doniphan led s detachment through
hundreds of miles of 0ld Mexico to Chihushus and the Rio Grande, .,
Kearney left Santa Fe on 26 September 1846 for the Pacific Coast.
Turning westwerd at E1 Pago, he met Kit Cerson with news that Com-

- modore Stockton of the U. S. Nevy and Captein John C, Fremont -. the
"Pathfinder" -- of the Army Engineer Corps already had won control
of California. On arriving there, however,6 EKearney found the Cali-
fornia population less friendly than hed been expected. Fremont
geemed to have the area around Sen Frencisco Bey and the Sacramento
Valley pretty much in hend, but the eituation was not so good in the
gouth, A detachment of seilors and marines under Commodore Stockton
hed won and then logt Los Angeles and Santa Berbara, and a emall
garrigon lay tesieged in San Diego. Stockton finally was gple to re-
lieve that garricon asnd Kearney's men fought their way in to join
forces. Together they marched northwara to Los Angeles and restored

American control,
=
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3. Overgeas Invasion -- To the Halls of Montezuma.

Vera Cruz. General Winfield Scott, "0ld Fuse and Feathers,”
now determined to bring the war to a close by a gesborne expedition
to the Gulf city of Vera Cruz, and then a strike at Mexico City. His
Army errived on that foreign shore wlthout accident, and without the
loss of & men. By midnight on 9 March 1847, ten thousand men, with
guarde posted, were eating their biscuit end pork on the gand dunes
or were pitching camp. But Mexican forces held to the c¢city of Vera
Cruz until bombardment and siege brought them to surrender.

The Valley of Mexico. At Cerro Gordo American forces faced
Mexicens, entrenched in a mountain pass, outnumbering them by nearly
4,000 men But Captain Robert E. lee, engineer on Scott's staff
found a route where they could get through to attack the Mexicans
in the resr. Key to the position was a steep hill known as El1 Tele-
grafo (there was a semaphore flag signal tower -- or “telegraph,”
they celled it -- on the hill). Men of the 2d, 34, and Tth Infantry
Regimente stormed up the hill and fought their way with pistols .
bayonets, and clubbed muskets to the top.

Now on the plateau the Americans mserched through scenic,
if rough country. At Puebla they paused for reinforcements -- anﬁ
there was time for some rest, They sang songs like “The Girl I Left
Behind Me," went to fandengos (dances, that is), and to plays
put on by an American theatrical compeny (like USO shows of a later
period). Some were content to swep stories. Others preferred to
gemble , and they would get up a geme of 014 Sledge on a blenket, or
Chuckleluck, or Monte. And of course always thers were more drills
end militery exercises. And then off to battle again.

By September Scott's men were marching through the Valley
of Mexico, approaching the oapital city. One obstacle -- Chapultepec
-- remained before them.

Up Scaling Ladders. Chapultepec was & hill rising nearly
200 feet above the plain. A massive castle stood near ite summit.
Cliffs end crags guarded 1ts sides. The castle housed the Mexicean
military academy -- their West Polnt -- and young cadets formed
with the soldlers to defend their hill.,

All dsy long, 12 September, Americen artillery battered at
the great stone walls of the castle. After more bombardment the
next day, American infantrymen advenced. Columns first attacked
from the west -- through a cypress grove -- and from the south,



Then others came up, and the place was surrounded. But now they
could go no farther without scaling ladders. Ladders were 1ln the
column all right, but they were slow in coming up. That meant -
that these troops had to lie there under Mexican fire while they
walted. Fortunately they were so close that muzzles of Mexican
cannon could not be depressed enough to hit them. At last men
came up with the tall ladders. The first ladders were set up and
men began climbing; but the Mexlicans hurled them to the ground.
But others appeared. Other regiments vere coming up. Soon there
were enough ladders in place for men to scramble up 50 abreast.
Though some of the cadets fought to the death rather than give up;
this commanding hill now was in Americaen hands. Mexico City, two
miles away, was at their mercy. (The 6th Infantry later added
scaling ladders to its regimental insignila to indicate its part
in the taking of Chapultepec.)

"Brave Rifles." At dawn on 14 September, General Quitman,
minus one #hoe, marched with his soldlers to Mexico City; the 3d
Cavalry, then a regiment of mounted riflemen, led the way into the
Capital. Its men rushed up to ralse the Stars and Stripes over ths .
National Palace and flew their reglmental colors from the balcomy.
When "0ld Fuss and Feathers" rode in he saw what had happened, and
he sald, 'Brave Rifles! You have been baptized in fire and blood
and come out steel!" (The inscription, '"Brave Rifles" now eppears
on the regilmental insignia of the 3d Cavelry.)

While the other troops; 'decorated with mud and the red
stains of battle, " marched into the city, General Scott climbed the
stairway of the "Halls of the Montezumas" to write his dispatch of
victory.

B. A HOUSE DIVIDED

1. "On to Richmond"

The Tregic Era. When controversy in 1861 broke into the
Nation's mosi tragic war, men held doubts as to where their loyslty
should be ~- to thelr states, or to the Federal Government. Though
military men traditionally remain out of politics, such a split in
the nation brought division in the Army. ‘'Where is my duty?" was
the question. For Robert E. Lee of Virginia, duty lay with the home
state. For George H. Thomas, also of Virginlia, duty lay in support
of the Federal Governmént. But more than two-thirds of the Regular
Army remeined with the Nerth.
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Bull Run. Union troops marched out from Washington in July
1861. As people cried "On to Richmond," the "Grand Army" marched
into Virginia in high spirits, while Congressmen and Government offi-
. clals went along to watch "the rebellion crushed by a single blow."

The Confederates met them near Manassas Junction, along
Bull Run Creek. The result was confusion piled upon confusion as two
ill-trained, ill-disciplined armies locked in fierce combat. Defeat
would come to whichever slide ran first. At first it seemed that
Federal troops hed the upper hand, but after the exhaustion of ten
hours of fighting, Southern reinforcements errived to turn the deci-
sion. Only a battalion of regular infantry -- detachments from the
2d, 3d, and 8th Infantry Regiments -- stood its ground and protected”
the retreat

2. '"Drill and Ogganize“

Bull Run sobered the North. Demends of "On to Richmond"
gave way to a nsw slogan -- "Drill and Organize." But in the South,
success at Bull Run added to thelr confldence. Now they felt sure
that they could whip the Yankees without any training. Military men
knew better. General Lee, commanding the Army of Northern Virginia,
and General McClellan, novw commanding the Federal Army of the Potomac,
determined to build thelr forces into effective teams.

- Men training in the Army of the Potomac were supposed to have
the caliber .58 muzzle-loading Springfield rifle, but at first most of
them carried old smooth-bore muskets. Later the rifle, firing the
pointed.’minnie ball' beceme general. Accurate against swall groups

at ranges up to 1,200 yards, the rifle became the master of the battle-
field. Union cavelry had a breech-loading carbine. Uniforms were

the traditional dark blue coats, with low collars, and light blue
trousers, and the headgear was a dark bluev or black.

Soldiers slept in 1l2-foot, tepee-like Sibley tents (heated
-in winter by a little pot-bellied Sibley stove) or smaller wedge tents
which they sometimes "stockaded" by building wooden sides. Over these
tents appeared signs llke "Willard Hotel" or 'Parker House.'" They
carried a smaller "dog tent' -- father of today's pup tent -= on the
march, but many just slept in the open

Soldlers called their salt beef "salt horse." Loaded with
salt petre, and green with age, it seldom made tasty chow.. It might
be improved by being tied overnight in a running brock. Sometimes
burial seemed the only way to get rid of it, and soldlers were known

!



to arrange funeral services complete with scraps of harness and the
firing of volleys over the company sink. Salt pork was the principal
meat ration. Company cooks bolled it (often with beans). When
issued for individual cooking the men usually broiled it over an
open fire or used it for .frying. Soms Just ate it raw, sandwicksd

" between pleces of hardtack. When hardtack was crumbled 1n coffee,
wéevils wriggled on the surface until skimmed off. Fortunately the
weevlls were tasteless and harmless.

3. "Unconditional Surrender."

The Peninsular Cempaign. In the spring of 1862 the Federal
Army ferried down the Potomac and Chesapeske to the end of the penin-
sula between the York and Jemes Rivers, and began a cautious movement
toward Richmond. Confederate forces under Lee -- and Jeb Stuart’'s
cavalry -- stopped the Union Army within sight of Richmond, and in
July it withdrew to the James River.

While in camp there along the Jamss, Daniel Butterfield
Jotted down on an old envelope the notes for a new bugle call =--
"Taps" - and Bugler Norton first sounded its serens strains one
night that July for tired troops of the 2d Field Artillery.

In the West. First signs of victory for the Union, mesn-
while, appeared in the West. 'When in doubt, fight" was the motto
of Ulysses S. Grant, and he determined to open the way to Tsnnsssee° ®
With cool courage, and a knack for finding the enemy's weak spots,.
he led his msn toward Fort Henry. Taking that guardien of the ’
Tennessee River on 6 February 1862, he moved swiftly across the dozen
miles to the stronger Fort Donelson on the Cumberland. They attacked
with the support of naval gun boats in the river; but the fort's big
guns drove them back. Then they hemmed in the defenders and dug in.
Finally the Confederate Commander, General Bucknmer, asked for terms.
Grant 's ansver wént back: '"No terms except unconditional surrender
can be accepted. proposed to move 1mmediately on your works " The
fort surrendered. :

.o .

4. *"First Catch thé Rabbit"

To Vicksburg. ' Vicksburg was the key to control of the
Mississippi, and ‘it was strongly fortified. But early in 1863 Grant
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declded that he was going to take i1t. Seven failures before Vicksburg

only made him more determined and more bold. He resOlved to march hie

men down the west bank, cross the river far below Vicksburg and come up
on that city from the opposite direction.

Before a march the men would draw their rations of hardtack,

coffee, bacon, salt and sugar and store them in thelr haversacks. They
- had to pack their hardtack carefully, else 1t would dig into their

sldes. And newcomers who were careless in packing thelr bacon wore a
- "bacon badge," a big grease spot, on their left hips. They were care-

ful too to keep the canteen covers dry, for if the water soaked
through the clothing it would make a rash on the skin. OVer their
necks they wore a blanket rolled in rubber covering. (And it fre-
quently was full of lice -- "gray-backs," they called them.) Tin

cups or coffee cans, tied on the outside to blanket or haversack,
would rattle like cow bells. Mess gear included a combination knife,

fork, and spoon. One model was & folding combination; another

snapped together : o

- The column would be on the march before daylight, and be-
tween skirmishes troops would swing down the roads as regimental
bands played 'Yankee Doodle" or "The Girl I Left Behind Me."  Some-
times hard rains turned the roads to mud, and then men had to push’
and pull the wagons and artillery through the mire. Army engineers
made pontoons -- and they had new rubber pontooxr. boats which they
filled with air -- for crossing the Black River°

In l9 days Grant's men crossed the Mississippi, " marched
180 miles through herd country, fought and won five battles, took
Jackson, the cepital of the state, and arrived in rear of Vicksburg.
Soon ‘thelr numbers grew to over 70,000.

‘Slege. DBut Vicksburg's fortificetions ran all around and
a seven-mile line of works guarded this approach to the city

All during the night of 21 May, mortar shells from river
gun boats burst over Vicksburg. Then at 3:00 A.M. every cannon along
the front opened fire. A hundred guns sent shrapnel, cenister, grape,
parrott (these would burst when they hit the ground), and solid shot
pouring into the defenses "till it seemed lmpossible that anything
could withstand 1t." At 10 o’clock the order came to attack. Men
left thelr keepsakes and trinkets with the cooks, and charged out of
their entrenchments. They fought viclously, but the Confederates
stood their ground. S - .

They dug in for a siege. This meant weeks of keeping the
Confederates penned in, improving trenches and digging them closer
and closer to the defenders', and almost constant exchenges of cannon
fire =-- and rifle fire whenever an enemy showed his head.



Union soldiers sang their old favorites like "Just Before
the Battle, Mother, " '"We'll Rally Round the Flag, Boys," and "Tenting
on the 0ld Camp Ground." More often they made up thelr own words.

To the tune of "Listem to the Mocking Bird," they sang 'Listen to the
Parrott Shells," and '"Listen to the Minnie Bells." In "quiet" times
men would amuse themselves at euchre or seven-up. A shéll burst righi
over a geme one afternoon, but hurt no one; one partner said, "Johnny
pesses; "' and the game went on. ‘ '

During June Federal soldlers started digging a trench toward
one of the Confederate forts. But the Confederates saw what they werse
up to and got the range on them. Then the Yankees got a car filled
with cotton bales-and pushed it along in front of them. The 'rebs"
promptly set it on fire. The Boys in Blue got another car of cotton
bales ~- this time soaked with water.

Entrenchments were so close together that often the men on
the opposing sides would shout back and forth. 'Well, Yank, when
are you coming into town?" the Confederates would yell. 'We propose
to celebrate the 4th of July there,"” the answer would go back, or
"We are holding you prisoners of war while you are feeding yourselves.'

Inside Vicksburg the situation was becoming desperate. Weeks
without food and supplies were telling. But soldlers and citizens
alike kept up their spirits. One newspaper continued to be printed --
on wall paper. Coples always found their way through the Union lines.
The issue of July 2, had this comment on Grant's expressed intention
to dine in Vicksburg on July 4: 'Ulysses must get into the city be-
fore he dines in it. The way to cook a rabbit 1s 'first to catch the
rabbit, etc.®' " '

But General Pemberton, commanding the Vicksburg garrison,
saw that there was no way out. He met with Grant -- they had served
together in the same division in the Mexlican War -- and agreed upon
surrender. The last issue of the Vicksburg paper, July L, announced.
that Grant had "caught his rebbit,?

The honor of being “First at Vicksburg" went to the 13th

Infentry, and the legend, "First at Vicksburg" became & part of the
13th's insignia. '

5. '"The Rock of Chicameuga."

Vickeburg was a decisive battle of the war;, but others in
the West were to follow. General Rosecrans and a Federal force
occupied Chattancoge, Tennessee, without-a battle, but Confederates
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under General Braxton Bragg still occupied high ridges above the clty.
Rosecrans led his troops out across that hilly ground in pursuit. At
Chicksmauge, Bragg’s forces turned to give battle (20 September 1863).
Fierce Confederate attacks soon threw the Federals into confusion. A
misteken order opened a gap, and the CGonfederates poured through The
Union right wing, and then the center, crumbled.

But the left; under George H. Thomsas, stood fast,  Nothing
could budge 1%, and this stand made it possible for other Union forces
to come back. Ever after, Thomas was known as the "Rock of Chickamauga,"
and sharing in that title was the 19th U. S. Infantry, which stood its
ground all day. Members of the 19th still wear that name on thelr in-

signia.

After Chickamauga, Unlon forces went into Chattanooga. Now -
"came the Federals' turm to be surrounded without any supplies.
General Grant telegraphed Thomas to hold his position at all costs.
Thomas wired back, "I will hold the town %11l we starve.” Finally
supplies got tbhrough from Bridgeport, Temmessee, by steamboat and
vagon traln. This supply route soon got the name, "The Cracker
Line." \ -

In a three-dey battle at Missionary Ridge and Lookout Mountain
-- The 'Battle above the Clouds" -- the Union forces made their position
sBecure. .

During a 1ull on Lookout Mountain a soldier from the East,
proudly wearing his red ster badge of the XII Corps, met a men of
the XV Corps. 'What is your badge?" he asked. The man Jjust tapped
‘his cartridge case and said, "Forty Rounds." This became the badge
of the XV Corps -~ a cartridge case with the motto, "Forty Rounds."
(The proud 13th Infantry preserved this emblem in the crest of- its
regimental ineigniae)

6. '"The World...Can Never Forget What They Did Here."

A Chance Encounter. Even as the siege of Vicksburg wes
coming to a close another declsive battle was being fought in the
East. After victories at Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville, in
Virginia, General Robert E. Lee pushed on to make an all-out effort
for complete victory by an invasion of the North. In June, 1863,
Lee led his splendid Army of Northern Virginia -- 80,000 strong --
across the Potomac, through Meryland, and into Pennsylvania.

. On 29 June a part of Lee's army was in camp about 10
miles from Gettysburg. Marching toward that village the next



morning, Confederate brigades ran into some Federal cavalry. "That"s
all right," General Heth called out, "only some of that Pennsylvania
militia." They kept going. But as they reached the edge of a woods,
intense firing broke out, and a line of men with bayonets low cams at
their side ~-- it was Meredith's "Iron Brigade." There was a surprised
outcry, "Taln't no milighy! Lookit them black hats?! That's the Army
of the Potomaci”

After the first repulse, Confederate relnforcements began
arriving. The Southerners were coming in from the north and west,
while the Federals,; the Northermers, were coming in from the south.
Soon the Confederates were able to push back the forces in front of
Gettysburg. Neither side had planned to fight here, but now the Bat-
tle of Gettysburg was on.

A Fish Hook. General Meade, commanding the Army of the
Potomac, started his units moving to meet the threat.

Directing the Union defenders beyond Gettysburg was General
Reynolds. He went up on the ridge which ran between the fighting and
the town, and there climbed the belfry of the semlnary to take a look.
To the north and west he could see more and more columns in gray coming
toward him. Turning for a view to the rear he could see the town, and
then, on the other side of 1t, the ground which seemed to dominate the
area. -The key feature seemed to be the big hill =- up near the old
cemetery.

The hills across there had the shape of a giant fish hook.
Cemetery Hill formed the bent part of the hook. The barb was a lower
knoll called Culp's Hill; to the north and east, and the point was a
low knob 600 yards south of Culp's Hill. The shank of the hook was
Cemetery Rldge, a ridge with cleared slopes;, which ran southward from
Cemstery H1ll. Little Round Top and Round Top, at the southern end
of the formation, formed the eye of the flgh hook. The Round Tops
looked like big piles of boulders covered with scrubby bushes and
trees. Across the valley to the west of Round Top was another hill,
not as high, but Just as wild and brokeno From one of its deep
chasms it was called Devil's Den.

Reynolds saw that the ground around Cemetery Hill would be -
best for defemse, and he sent a note to Meade with that recommendation
-= that here was the place to stand and fight. Reynolds went back
down to Jjoln his troops, and almost immediately a bullet through his
head killed him.

During the afternoon the outnumbered ﬁnion_troops gave way

== back through Gettysburg they retreated, and retired to Cemetery Hill.
Meade sent General Hancock to take command on the ground.
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' Theat night was one of feverish activity on both sides. Genersal
Lee arrived and set up headquarters on Seminary‘Ridge Longstreet
brought up other troops on the Confederate right. Meade, on the other
side, arrived at Cemetery Hill and worked through the night getting

his reinforcements into position.

: Lee hoped to get around both ends of the Federal line and . .
surround the whole position. Confederates thus made strong attacks
ageinst Culp’s Hill (the bard of the hook) and at positions in front.
of the Round Tops and around Devil's Den, on the other end. Federals
held on the right, though Confederates were at the slope of the hill,
but on the left they fell back. Back across a wheatfield, and through
& peach orcherd,; Longstreet's men drove them through the 'Valley of
Death."  Then General Warren, Meade's chief engineer, rode up. To his
dismay he found that the Round Tops had been left unguarded and the
Confederates were preparing to charge Little Round Top. If they took
~ 1t they would be able to sweep the whole Federsl line with fire.

Warren gathered up what men he could find;, and raced for that knoll.
He berely beat the Confederates to 1%, and his men held it with bitter
hand to hand fighting amongst the boulders and thickets,

On Devilﬂs Den a Confederate private bullt among the rocks &
fortress for one. There he picked off Federal officers on Little Round
Top until finally Union artvillery turned upon him. Shell fragments and
minnie balls pocked his stone defenses in a hundred places before. a
- fragment hit him in the head. - Leanlng his rifle against the stone, he

lay down to die. '

" Darkness closed on the second day of the battle, and both
sldes braced for the final decision.

Pickett's Charge. Lee was outnumbered at Gettysburg, and
usually it tekes more men to attack then to defend, but in this situa-
tion he knew he could win only by attack. After trying the ends of
the line agein with mo success, Lee declded on July 3 to regroup his
forces and meke an all-out attack straight for the Federal center on
Cemetery Hill. He had Longstreet assemble 15,000 men to make the
charge. All morning the divislons moved up around Seminary Ridge.
Pickett's Virginia division, which had arrived the night before, would
lead the charge. With its right near the Peach Orchard, and its left
‘near a sunken road, the assault column was nearly a mile wide. It
would have to mardh across nearly a mile of open ground to reach the
Federal positions.

Over on Cemetery Hill, General Hancock, commanding the
Union Center, sensed that his turn might come today

AtAl o“cloqk, 159 Confederate guns along Semlnary Ridge
opened fire =-- concentrating on the clump of trees on Cemetery Hill.



Not &ll the Union artillery could fire on Seminary Ridge, but 77 guns
replied, and during the next hour the batteries kept up fire in the
greatest artillery duel ever to take place on the Americen continent.
(The 18th Field Artillery still shows on ite regimental badge e fish
hook signifying its participation here in the Federal fish-hook shaped
vogition.) 1In order to seve ammunition, replace demaged pieces and
cool the guns, the Union artillery chief ordered ceege fire. The Con-
federates, whoae own ammunition wae .short, thought this meent that
Union artillery had been knocked out. At 3 o'clock Pickett's men
gtarted moving -forward,

In perfect formetion the gray column moved across the fields.
on the hill some men stirred with tenseness "Steady, men, eteady'
Don't fire yet." Fifteen minutes later Pickett's division disappeared
briefly in a glight hollow. Then they came to view agein, end with e
wild "rebel yell" became a mass of charging infantry Cannon and
muskets opened fire in deedly fury. The gray ranks thinned but kept
coming. Some artillerymen were loadling their guns with double charges
of grape and canister -- elmost filling the béarrel with shot -- end
they blasted the charge at close range. In face of all that General
Armistead led his Confederate brigade right into the gun positions.,
Cushing's Battery A of the 4th U. S, Artillery (now Battery C,:893d
Antisircraft Artillery) stood fast, hurling canister st 10 yards._
Cughing was killed as he pushed his last gun forwerd to a fence, but
Sgt Frederick Fuger took over and kept the one gun going° Louisiana'
Tigers pushed up East Cemetery Hill, grabbed one of the Union ceannons
and turned it eround. Captain Cushlng g artillerymen fought back at
the Tigers with revolvers, bayonsts, shovels, hend-spikes, pick axee,
and stones. Armistead got through the Union pogitions on the hill, buf
he fell there mortally wounded. His advence merked the "high-water merk"
of the Confederacy. Pennsylvanians and New Englanders counter-sttacked
and cut down or drove back the charging column., It turned back across
the valley, while shot and shell followed.

Lee went out to meet the survivore. "It ig all my fault,"
he said sadly

In three days at Gettysburg Union forces had suffered 23,000
caesualties, including over 3,000 killed, end the Confederates had lost
almost ag many In 194h Amerlcan 1ossee for the firet eleven daye in
the battle for Normandy were 3,282 killed and 12 ,600 wounded. There
in dedicating the cemetery Lincoln paid tribute to those who gave "the
last full measure of devotion." - "The world will little note nor -long
remember what we say here,” he zaid, "but it can never forget what they
did here.” '

To numbers of the heroes of Gettysburg went a new decoration -
the Medal of Honor. This award had been established for the Army in .
1862; in 1863 it wes mede permsnent and extended tc all who should "most
distingulsh themselves." It remains the country's highest military
award.
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After Gettysburg the Army of Northern Virginia retreated
gouth of the Potomac to wege a flnal struggle for 1tes existence.

7. "To Fight It Out on This Line If It Takes All Summer."

The Wildernees., Early in 1864 Genersel Grant was made the-
commander-1n-chief of all the Federsl Armies. He would be the first
man in modern history to commend an srmy of & million men.

Grant made his heedquarters with the Army of the Potomac, now
one of the finest armies in the world. It was well-equlpped, hed an ef-
ficlent supply end trensport service -- 1ts wagon trains would have.
reached 65 miles in a gingle line. -- had a highly-developed signal corps
which ley telegraph wire to brigedes by reels mounted on mules, it had
experienced leaders and trained men. Its men were known as the "think-
ing bayonets." ‘

., . On kL May, Grant sent the Army of the Potomac south of the
Repldan River. It met Lee's army on the Sth and there followed days
of intense battling through the forests of Virginie known ag the
Wilderness. ' .

: In one sector here Private James Young, with two other:eoldlers,
volunteered to go forward through the thicket to find the lay-out of tie
Confederate lines. Moving in close to the trenches they hit the ground
ag bullets cracked through the brush. One of the men was hit. But

Young lifted him to his back and, with bullete etill whietling 811 around
him, he carried the men back to Unlon lines and mede his report, He

won a Medal of Honor.

The battle continued around Spottsylvania Court House when
the Federels hit both sides and the nose of & wedge which the Confederates
held in thelr lines. In some of the bloodlest fighting of the war men .
fought acrose thle corner, which ceme to be known as the "Bloody Angle "
or "Hell's Helf-Acre."

Nesr Spottsylvanla Private Frederick Alber sgaw two Confederates
taeke his lleutenant prisoner.. He was after them at once. He ghot one
and then clubbed the other with his mueket, and made them both prisoners.

It wes a costly, nasty business, but 1t was here that Grant
seld he hed "put his foot down,” 'end wrote in e dispstch: "I propose
to fight 1t out on this 1line if it tekes all summer."

It did take all summer, end winter too, as Grant'e men fought
-on -- and Lee's contested every foot -- through the thickets around
the North Anna down to Cold Harbor, and on to Petersburg.



Shermen's Merch to the Sea. While Grant kept Lee busy in the
Wilderneee, Sherman was cerrying out the other part of the big plen in
hig march eouthward from Chattanooga, through Georgia to Atlenta, and
from Atlanta to the ses, From Kbneﬂaw Mountain, Shérmsan signalled his
famoue mesgage to & surrounded unit near Altoona: "Hold the fort,
for T am coming”; later his words became the title of a popular song
which soon swept the country. Then Sherman's men turned northward for
an even more difficult march through the Cerolinas

8. "Biggest Explosion Since the Petergburg Mine."

Siege of Peter sbufg end Lee's Surrender. As Grant moved closer
to Richmond he found the Confederate defensee stronger snd stronger. He
decided to move to the south of the capital ) and, se st Vickeburg, to
atteck from the other direction. In June 186& the Federsl Army merched
past Richmond, on the east, and crogsed the Jamse River over a 2,100-foot
pontoon bridge -~ gomeone called it "the greatest.bridge eince the days
of Ceesar." But Lee's Army followed around _and renewed attacks failed

" ag the opposing armies dug in around Petereburg, to the south of Richmond.

. In July the Federale tried to btlset their way through -the de-
fenses. A regiment of Pemnsylvenia coal miners dug a tunnel under the
Confedersate works. Relays of goldiers then put 8 ,000 pounds .of powder
into thie mine. At L:44 A.M. on July 30 they touched it off. A ter-
rific explosion shook the earth. More then 250 men went up with it. A
crater over 250 feet long and 30 feet deep appeared in the ground,
Federsl troope poured through, but the startled Confederates recovered,
and in t he bIOOGV‘"Battle of tae Crater," they drove the Federals out,

Warfare around Petercburg then became a-stsbilized, trench
warfare nearly az elaborate as that which developed in World War I. The
- men dug bombproof shelters and connecting trenches and set up wire en-
tanglemente. All kinds of gune and mortare wernt into asction, Most
common artillery was the smooth-bore 12-pounder  "Napoleon gun” and the
three-inch Perrot rifle, but there were many bigger ones. Both gides
mounted some cannon on railroad cers. The gung were especially heavy
because no system of springs had been developed yet to take up the
"kick.” But some would shoot over five miles though they seldom were
used for rangee of more than one or two mlles " A number of the goldiere
now had 1l€é-ghot repeating magezine rifles. Confederates seid that
Yankeeg loaded their riflee on Sunday end fired them all week. They
threw heand grenades into opposing trenches -- and sometimes picked up
& lighted one and hurled it beck. There was a rﬁqueet for a "gtink
shell,"™ end a suggestion for & flame thrower.
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Now and then during the long months of the siege of Petersburg
there would be an informal truce. Yankees and Johnny Rebs would sweap
Union coffee for Confederate tobacco., Sometimes they would play cards.
Once two Marylend regiments were opposite each other, and a father and
son met and talked until the gignal, and then they returned to oppoeing
trenches,

Lee tried to break through the Federal position, but he could
not meke it. Then, early in April 1865 he saw that the egituati-n was
desperate. He marched his men out to the weegt, and Union forces occupied
Richmond,

" Soon efter, Lee surrendered. at Appomattox Court Houee.

It would teke time for the Nation to overcome the bitterness
of wer between stetes and the destruction which it had brought, but
numbere of the veterans of thet war - from both sides ~ would form
the hard core of the 01d Army which would tame the Wild West end carry
on its traditions. ‘ )
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. li.w. A EARLY CAMPAIGNS:AGAINST.THE INDIANS

;nlﬁvwwayne“s Legion

' The Americans who drove the British soldiers from‘the coun= -

:Ltryghed also been carrying on a continuous battle with the Indisns.
- Solitary settlers on the wide frontlers could not keep them in check.
L An organized regular Army was necessary if the settlers were not to be

" ‘massacred one by one. Thus in 1792 Congress formed an army called

"The Legion of the United States.” The oldest infantry regiment in the

- Army, the 3d Infantry Regiment, was a part of "The Legion." The hero

of the Revolutionary war battle &t Stony Point, General Anthony Wayne,

ﬁftook charge; "Old Mad Anthony" Wayne, he was called but the  Indians

R

'named him "Chief Who Never Sleeps "

Uniform. The soldier of the Legion continued to wear the
blue uniform that he had worn in the Revolutionary War, uncomfortable

. and ‘unsuited for frontier fighting. Its high stiff collar had lots
~of class and no comfort. Its tails, which caught in bushes and

brambles, were a nuisance. The cross belts and tightly fitting breeches

-and leggings shortened the soldier's wind and cut down on his speed.

His three-cornered hat had . no visor to protect his face, but served

as a catch=all for wind, snow, and rain. He even had trouble keeping
*. i1t on his head at all. Yet the soldier of the Legion wore his uniform

proudly in spite .of its discomforts.

. When fighting, the Legion soldier wore a deerskin shirt,
Jacket and loose fitting breeches; it might be called his fatigue

" uniform. In place of the awkward three- cornered hat he wore a cap

decorated with a coon tail.



If a man turned out in improper uniform at Revellle he would
forfeit hig half gill of whiskey -- & big loss on & c¢old winter morning.
If he were found wearing a very dirty or greasy uniform he'might get a
penalty of twenty lashes with a bull whip.

On the Mar¢h. To fight Indians required health and brawn
and the regulars of the Iegion had plenty of it. The regular‘s home
on the frontier was a small outpost in a vast wilderness, often many
miles from the nearest town., He helped to clear the timber, and his
own sweat and toil went into the building of stockedes and log cabins
which gave him some shelter and safety. The soldier did not have his
family with him because of the danger from constant Indian attacks.
Pasges and furloughs were infrequent because men could rarely be spared
from their duties in defenge of the country's borderiand.

As the settlers went farther west, Army garrisons moved fre-

quently. These marches were long and dangerous. At the head of a
colurm guides who knew the country and friendly Indians would pick
the route of march. Closely following them would come the advance
company wholly or partially spread out, ready for immediate action.
Then cdme the main body with its ancient guns that had seen service
in the Revolution. Then came baggage wagonsg and a herd of cattle
(chow on the hoof). A rear guard tailed the column, On the sides
cavalrymen searched the forests for stray Indians and watched for
gurprise attacks.

The Sharp Ends of Guns. Danger was always part of the sol-
dier’'s life on the frontier. When he stood guard at the sgentry post,
the slightest lapse in his watch might mean the end for him and all
his comrades in the fort, A tomahawk on the guard’'s skull and a pine
torch set to the stockade -- destruction could be that simple. On
the march the threat of ambush was congtant. No campsite along the
trail was free from the'hazard of sudden .attack. Whether behind the
strong timbers of his stockade, or moving cautiously through the
woodg, the goldier was.always ready to fight for his 1life at a
moment’s notice,

Fighting was pretty much an individual matter to the regular
soldier, but he knew that his life depended on cooperation, and his -
platoon fought ag a team. He learned to fire platoon volleys, but.
individwal firing was always important both in training and in combat.
The regular soldier was a perfesct shot even with the guns of that day.
Good shooting on the firing range was very worthwhile; it was re-
warded by an increase in the liquor ration., This pleasant tradition
has been discontinued in the Army of today.
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At first the regular soldier disliked the bayonet because it
made Mmuzzle- loading much harder, and before he got used to it, he would
cut himself on it when he hurried.° But later he became an expert in
its uge. It wasceuited to his rugged build and he knew its value in
close quarters when there was no time to load his piece -- with the
"sharp ends of guns" he spread terror and imposed order among the red-
mens.

Mad Anthony Wayne. As leader of the "United States Legion,!
Anthony was hard as nails. He insisted on absolute perfection in
drill, discipline, and firing. Probably the men of the lLegion griped
as they polished their cartridge boxes and sewed patches on wniforms
they had torn in the service.-of their country., No doubt the newer .
goldiers in the Legion ‘could see no sense in the old man’s "spit and
polish," but they washed and polished and drilled and fired. The
old soldiers knew that cleanliness and precision go hand in hand with
clean weapons -- and the ability to use them in combat -- and even
the newest goldiers realized Mad Anthony's formula one hot summer day
in 179% when America's new Regular Ammy met its test on the battlefield.

The Battle of Fallen Timbers. It took Mad Anthony a year
to train his men, but in the spring of 1793 he cleimed that he wow
had 2,500 men "worthy of being trusted in campaign.," When he started
to move into the Indian territory his army, his "Legion," aumbered
2,643; some Kentunky sharpshooters had joined him along the way.

With this small force he was to meet a greatly superior force of
Indians. He built Fort Defiance at the junction of the Maumee and
Anglaise Rivers in Ohio and went on to meet the Indians.

It was the 20th of August when the Legion faced Indiang
supplied and egged on by the British and set up for batile in a strong
position on the banks of the Maumee River in Ohio. A tornado had left
a wide path of fallen treeg through the woods; hence the Battle .of
Fallen Timbers was a natural nams for this engagemént. The uprooted
trees and tangled branches made a good cover for the redmen. Even
their faces, bright with war paint, were hidden. In their natural
trenches the Indians waited to mow down the regular troops. These
same Indians had fought with soldiers before and won. But this was a
- different army -- one that kept on coming when it should have melted
away before bullets shot from the cover of fallen timbers., 01d Mad
Anthony had placed his men with orders to fire once and then drive
the Indians from cover with their bayonets. Infantrymen fired and
then plunged forward with fixed bayonets, "long knives" as the
Indians called them. Cavalrymen rode down the defenders and ran
them through with long sabres. The savage could not stand up a-
gainst "the sharp ends of guns.," :
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Nor could he fight regular soldiers who had heen trained how to fight '
snd how to cerry out ordere. The Indiene fled after losses twice as
great eg those of the Leglon, Here at the Battle of Fellen Timbers
our firet permanent Regular Army, which had leerned well 0ld Mad
Anthony's leggone of drill and combat practice, brought the first
peace to a savage frontier, but 1t wae only a temporary pesce.

2, Williem Henry Herrison and Tippecenoe.

In 1811 an Indien Chief, Tecumseh, had organized many North-
wegt trites of Indiasns into a confederation and prepared an uprising
which would kick out the white settler and set up en Indian Empire.
William Henry Harrison, later President of the United States, led
forcee to keep these Indisne in check. He camped on & November 1811
for the night on'a rise of ground where Tippecesnoe Creek flows into
the Wabesh, During the night Indlan braves attacked the camp 2nd after
a sharp flght they were driven off, Hearrison then'proceeded to Tecumeeh's
village and ordered it be burned.” With Harrieon's victory at Tippecanoe .
the back of Indian resistence in the Northweet wae broken end the Army
wes soon to pusan on to new frontiers.: ‘

3. "0ld4 Hickory" in the South.

In 181k Andrew Jackson, "0ld Hickory," and a nucleus of 60
regulars decigively defeated the Creek Indisns in an overwhelming
victory at Horseshoe Bend in Florida. One more gection of the country
was safe from marsuding savages. ’

4, The Black Hawk.War.

, Black Hawk was the last leader of the Indiens who resisted
the advance of the settlers east of the Mississippi. ILike Tecumseh,
he tried to orgenize his people in 1832; with Black Hawk's defeat in
the battle of Bad Axe River, Iin Wisconsin, the last uprieing Iin the
0l1d Northwest was over., The Army had cleared the country from the
Atlantic to the Miseissippi and a man could stake out & claim anywhere
in thls vast region without feer of the redman's- tomzhavk.

’
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B, ACROSS THE MISSISSIPPI

1. Trall Blazing

. While the Army had mede safe the country esgt of the Missle-
sippl, Army explorers had traveled from the Mieeissippl to the Pecific
mapping the grest plains, surveying the towering Rockies, and reporting
-on Indians, animels, and resources of thils vest inland Empire. Between
1803 and 1806 the Army sent Captain Meriwether Lewis and Lt Williem
Clark along with 27 men to travel the entire continent from east to
west and back egain from west to east., They took accurate surveys,
plotted maps and mede friendehips with some Indlens who had never seen
a white man. They fought grizzly bears and rattlesnakes; they forded
great rivers end covered endless plains, '

At about the seme time, enother Army explorer, Capt Zebulon
Pike, traveled from the upper Missigeippi through the Indlan end buffalo
country as far west es the Rockies. Here he gave his neme to g great
mountain, Pike's Peak, which long beckoned to edventurous spirite beck
East who vowed to make "Pilke's Pesk or Bust."

When an esger public found out about thelr explorations, it
became acquelinted with the vast lands beyond the Migeiseippi and their
undeveloped riches, To the suffering and dering of thege goldier-ex-
plorers the settler owed the trall-blezing of the West,

.

2. Custer's Last Stand

After the Civil War Genersal Grant had =aid "Let ue have peece "
end between North and South there wag peace. But with the Indian there
could be no peace for, on the withdrawal of the regulars from the West in
1862, the Indisns had grown steadily bolder. During the Wer between thé
States the Indians, unchecked, hed organized their smeller tribes into
large forces and made the country west of the Migsilssippl a scene of
messacre asnd bloodshed. The work of the Army in the firet half of the
century wes almost undone, so far as the safety of the great Weet was
concerned. But the Army reorganized its reguler unite as rapidly as
poeegitle for service ageinst the Indiens; most of the'men were hard-
bitten cempaigners of Civil War battles.



The final result was a foregone conclusion, but the record
speaks; there were more than 200 pitched battles between the Army and
the Indians from 1866 to 1875 with the Army heavily outnumbered in al-
most all of them. Many a skirmish meant death to all. From 1866 to
1877 there was almost continuous fighting with the deadly Apaches.

. From 1866 to 1892 there was hardly a three=month period in which there
was not an expedition against the Indians,

In the movie or "Western Story" magazine version of the win-
ning. of the West, it is always some rough, tough peace marshal or hot-.
fingered cowboy who brings law and order to the prairie. But always
remember that the United States Army was the primary force of law
which made possible the settling of the West,

Iittle Big Horn, The exact details of what happened to Gen-
eral Custer and 200 gallant men of his battalion will never be known.,
We do know that the victory of the redskins was complete; they wiped
out almost all of the 7th Cavalry. The news of this massacre created
intense excitement and symphathy and not only the Army, but the whole
country vowed that the defeat would not go unavenged. Every garrison
in the country was stripped of soldiers to build up frontier fortse.
They scattered the Indians but it took years of pursuit to round them up.

It is sometimes forgotten that not all of the 7th Cavalry
was destroyed on that terrible June day on the Little Big Horn in the
Dakotas. Two miles away from Custer, the rest of the 7th Cavalry |
fought for three days with the Indians before the Indians finally took
off for the hillsj they fought thirst as well as Indians since their
“only path to water was swept by Indian fire. Three men, Private Ban-
croft, Private Brant, and Private Goldin, volunteered to run the Indian
fire and bring back water to the wouuded. In the same fight, Corporal
Cunningham of Company B was wounded in the neck on the first day. He
refused treatment and fought on at his post all through that day and
the nexte During the day a pack mule loaded with ammunition stampeded
and ran into the Indian lines. Sergeant Hanle, of Company C:ran right
after it; in among the Indians; by a miracle he escaped being killed
and brought it back. This type of fighting, "above and beyond the call
of duty," beat the Indians off and won Medals of Honor for these five
men for their actions. '

The Battle of Wounded Knee in 1890 was the last pitched -
battle between Indians and the whites within +the limits of the United
States. Here a whole Siour village was wiped out. It was a terrible
revenge of the Seventh Cavalry for Custer's Last Stand.
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Massacre Hill. Custer’s last stand was not alone in the tales
of violence by the Indians. On a plateau between two branches of Big
Piney Creek, 236 miles from Fort Laramie, Fort Phil Kearney, later to
be known as Fort Perilous or Fort Disastrous, was built to meet the
menace of the Sioux warriers.

One clear, cold December day in 1866 wagons of the wood train
rolled dovn the valley from Fort earneyo Before it had gone far, how=
ever, Indians swooped down on it.- An alert picket signalled back to
the Fort, "Indians attacking wood train." "Boots and Saddles" rang
through the fort; and shortly afterward, Captain Fetterman rode to the
relief of the train with.a force of eighty men,

The last that watchers on the stockade saw of Fetterman be=-
fore the surrounding hills hid his colummn, he was moving not in the
direction of the wagon %rain, but as if to take the Indians in the reare
Soon he met a few mounted Indians and bore down upon them., They turned
and fled, craftily leading him on. Never had the old Indian trick of
decoys worked so well, for on Fetterman's sides behind the hills and
draws 2,000 Indians lay in wait under Chief Crazy Horse., They made no
. sound until the relief party had passed them and was halfway up the
next slope, ' ’ ‘ .

Now was the moment, Chieftains signaled for the charge, and
Sioux, Cheyennes, and Arapahoes burst from hiding upon Fetterman's
party. Indians, both riding and running, hit the ridge from all-sides.
Down in the valley, the wood train, suddenly deserted, took off on the
run for the fort., Colonel Carrington, hearing heavy firing on the
ridge five miles away, sounded the general alarm, and ordered a company
mustered for the rescue,

But on the ridge, which would be called Mussacre Hill,; the
Indians were threatening to overcome Fetterman's force though the slopes
were slippery - with ice and snow. The Indians.had few guns, nor did
they need them. Flights of deadly arrows poured upon the defenders.
Soldiers dropped fast, with feathered shafts in throat and chest,
Plunging fire from the old Springfield muzzle-~loaders let up, and be-
fore there was time to ram another charge the-lndians were among the
riflemen. Only the two sixteen=shot Henry repeaters still spoke; and
the ‘dead piled up around them until they too were finally silente.

Not a man of the retterman party was left to tell the tale,
Their bodies were so. horribly mutilated that it was difficult to recog—
nize themos To this day the details of how they died are a mysterye
When the relief party rode up, under Captain Ten Eyck, the howling
Indlans dared him to come on but in the face of such odds he held his
ranks firm., Only when the Indians had ridden ~ff did he advance and
bring most of the bodies back to the fort. Some of them were never
founde



Well aware of the deadly peril that now threatened the small
fort, Colonel Carrington had all the explosives in the magazine arranged
so that one powder charge could blow up the whole works. He then sent
all the women and children into the magazine with orders that should
. the Indians overrun the stockade the magazine was to be blown up. It
was better that the women and children should die instantly than be
captured by the Indians,

Colonel Carrington knew that the coming night would be the
Indians' golden opportunlt% Luckily a fierce blizzard, 30 degrees
below zero, prevented the Indians from attacking. The colonel knew
that he coul? notwait for.what the morning might bring, so he called
' for a volunteer to ride to Fort laramie for help. John Phillips,
called "Portuguee," a scout and veteran frontiersman, volunteered,
He slipped from the stockade safely enough but had not gone far before
the Indians sighted him, But he outdistanced them and stood them off
.all nighte At daybreak he made a dash for freedom.

At Fort Laramie they were giving a Christmas Farty. Out~ .
side in the bitter cold there rang the challenge of a sentry and then
the call for the Officer of the Day. Through the open door the dancers
in the warm ballroom could see a dying horse down in the snow. Into
the room a heavy figure staggered on nearly frozen legs. Through an
ice-covered beard he mumbled hisreport: "Courier from Kearney with ;
important dispatches for the Commanding Officer." "Portuguee" Phillips .
swayed and crashed unconscious to the ballroom floor. In three days
and nights he had ridden 236 miles through a terrible blizzard in weath-
er thirty degrees below zero, and through an enemy determined to prevent
his message from reaching Fort Teramie. The ride of Paul'rRevere has
been immortalized in poem, but "Portuguee® Phillips'! ride, one of the
most remarkable exploits in Army history, is largely forgotten.

The 7=t battalion of the 18th Infantry started immediately
and got to Fort hearney before tne Ind:Lans could attack in forceo

3. The 0ld Army of the West.,

Each generation of soldisrs grown old in the Service has its
no1d Army," the "0Ld Army" of yesterday.. None of the 0l1d. Armies in all.
our history had more color and stirring memories than thz one which put
down -the savage in the winning of the West. A typical Western post in.
the '70's and '80's had a regiment of cavalry and four infantry com=
panies.- Peveille-was at 5:h5 a.m. when a polished twelve=pounder
Napoleon gun boomed 1ts salute to a new day, and the bugler sownded
- first call. Then the Colors would go ups; this was the signal for men
on stable duty to start feeding the horses . In the morning they rode
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horses at drill or led them out to graze in the shadow of the hills
with a guard. Guard mount was usually formal with keen competition
among the new guard for selecting an orderly to the CO. The tradi-
tional’reward for this was a pass. Dress parade was at 5:25 p.m. and
was a colorful ceremony of flashingsabers, fluttering guidons, and
precise marching. The freshly starched shirts worn at guard mount were
not washed at a commercial laundry and the QM had not yet entered this
field. Washing was a profitable business carried on by women whose
husbands and brothers were menmbers of the garrison. The soldiers nick-
named their part of the post "Soensuds Row." Even to the frontier
when the bugler might sound the Alarm —— "To Arms" o1 "To Horse®" — at
any moment, the drill 'and discipline of a first rate Army never let up.

Fighting with the Indians meant continued hardship and death.
The Indians carried modern repeating rifles. They learned new ways of °
fighting from the white man and adapted them to their own. In all
these Indian campaigns the purpose of the soldier was never to kmock
out the redman completely but to put down uprisings with the least
bloodshed, But for many years the peacé of the plains was brokeén by
bloody fighting. In one post cemetary on the frontier, all but three
of the gravestones read "Tortured 'and killed by Apaches."

Frontier duty meant hard fighting and hard riding. It took
hard men. Frontier soldiers were experienced Indian campaigners be-
fore the Civil War, and many won their battle snurs then., Now they
had not only to fight against the Indian in his omn territory, but also
against the mountains and the deserts. Often rations were poor and so
small as to justify griping. They might for long stretches have only
wormy hardtack and bacon. OSometimes the bacon was so old that the fat
had the bitter taste of quinine. Flour was wormy too. Because there
were few fresh vegetables or fruits, scurvy with body sores and rotting
teeth was common. Even good water was hard to get, and the soldiers
had to drink strong alkali water which gave-them diarrhea. On.one occa-
Qlon, the mén of the 10th Cavalry, running down Indians in the intense
heat of the Texas Plains; were without water of any kind for three days
and four nights. They drank %he blood of their dying horses and came
through with a loess- of only five men out of 6lo

, Clothing was pretty cheap or of the wrong kind., In winter,
burlap wrapped around cheap shoes kept their feet from freezing. Few
recognized the value of first aid and the soldier learned little about
ite ’

The Army never had. enough men, money, or modern equlnmente
The breech~loading singlé=shot Springfiéld was a goéod rifle, but could
not compare with the reneating rifles that traders sold to Indians in
large quantities. Many soldiers bought these repeaters out of their
own pocket when they could afford them, in pure self-defense, But pride



of service and tradition filled these frontier soldiers. Some reci=
ments dated back to the Revolution. Washington had praised this regi-
ment; Zachary Taylor had cited this one; this battery was once Alexander
Hamilton's, Some regiments marched proudly to thelr own battle march;
and they wore their regimental insignia like a badge of valors All
through the Indian Wars that high spirit which carries mwen through
bat*'~ srew, The small professional Army was almost alone in beating
back the Indians.

The hard 1ife of the frontier military post bre” meNeeoee
men who could march and shoot and live off the country, Man for man,
history has never known a finer Army than that which served as the settlers'
advance guard and defender on the winning of our West.

. C. THE SPANTSH=-AMERICAN WAR

"Power Over Palm and Pine®

1. Remember the Maine

The spark that touched off the Spanish-American War was the
blowing up of the battleship "Maine" in Havana Harbor, Although the
greatest battles of the war were naval, such as Commodore Dewsy’s
victory at Manila Bay, success on thesea had *o~ be followed up. by
taking and holding the land. VWhen the War began on 25 April 1898,
the Army had only 25,000 men. The Spanish had an army more than five
times as large as ours, The warlike moed of the country helped en-
listmente and by the middle of the summer two hundred thousand men
had joined. The public was or a matriotic crusade and whipped up
their enthusiasm by cries of "Remember the Maine,® "To hell with
Spain ' and "On to Cuba "

On 8 May, the Government ordered 70,000 men to Cuba. How=
ever there was only enough ammunition in the whole country to supply
them for one battle. Everything was lacking: food, transportation,
horses, guns, and ammunition, There were only 67,000 modern rifles
on hand: even at the end of the war some soldiers were still using
old-fashioned rifles. Cotton khaki was first issued for uniforms in
this war, but the supply and the time was short and most soldiers got
the old blue serge uniform. The Army has been neglected since the
Civil War and was not prepared for immediate large~scale combate
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2. "Cuba Libre."

i

This was one of the country's most enthusiastic wars in
spite of its lack of equipment and unpreparedness. The war seemed
to begin on a battlecry, "Remember the Maine," and to be carried on
by songs and other battlecries., TFrom one end of America to the other
the cry soon went up, "Cuba Libre, Cuba Libre, Free Cuba"; between
shouts the happy warriors sang "There'l. Be a Hot Time in the 0Old
Town Tonight." ‘

The Army first sent two Regulars, Lt Whitney and Lt Rowan,
as scouts to Cuba and Puerto Rico to find out the condition of the
enemy forces., Rowan delivered the famous "message to Garcia," the
leader of the Cuban revolt against the Spanish. His mission to this .
day symbolizes the guts and determination of the American soldier,.

The first troops did not reach Cuba until June 20, 2 months
after war was declared, when sixteen thousand men landed at Siboney
and Daiquiri, to the west of Santiago Bay. Unlike invasions of World
War II, the landing was without incident, even without opposition,

The men landed from the transports, singing "Where's my Wandering Boy
Tonight," .to mob the beaches with happy, excited horse-play which
looked more like a picnic than an invasion. But soon the great heat,
the swamps and the rugged country brought on malaria and yellow fever;
their mood changed.

Led by two colums, one of Regulars and one of Roughriders,
they pushed through the Aense, mosquito-filled jungle over muddy trails
- as hidden snipers took a bloody toll. The "yellow canaries," as the
Spaniards were dubbed, were first met at Las Guasimas, an outpost which
.covered the mad leading to Santiago. This was an easy fight as the '
Spaniards suddenly turned tzil and took off. General Joe Wheeler, an
old Ccnfederate warhorse, shouted, "Come on, boys. We've got the damn
Yankees on the run." o

But from then on in to Santiago, the Americans had to fight
hard all the way. The road to the city followed a valley covered
with jungle and crossed by a broken ridge called San Juen Hill, Here
the Spaniards had dug in and fortified the top; two miles north of
the. road the Spaniards had built a blockhouse, trenches and barbed
wire traps at El Caney. The advance toward El Caney was slow and
painful. One lassachusetts soldier wrote home the following descrip= .
tion:

The battle of Bl Caney was no boy's play; in fact the in-
fantry did the work of the artillery, since bad roads made it im-
possible to bring the guns up. The charge was made under fierce fire,



and our men kept dropping down by twos, threes and dozens, but our loss
wvas nothing compared to the enemy's; the Spanish garrison wes found ly-
ing in great heaps, a ghastly sight. We buried them in their own
trenches. "

As our soldiers stormed El Caney, at San Juan another fierce
battle was raging. On the morning of the attack thousands of men
slogged forward on the narrow jungle trails raked by Spanish Mausers.
It was not until noon that they reached the open spaces before the
Spanish fort on the hill. Suddenly blue-shirted infentrymen were
charging up the slope under a withering fire from the Spaniards on
top. It was here that Lt Jules G. Ord called to his men, "All who
are brave, follow me, " and charged up the hill at thelr head, to fall
dead at the top.

Meanwhile on Kettle Hill on the north side of San Juan, the
Roughriders and dismounted cavalry were advancing. The Roughriders
wvere led by Theodore Roosevelt who, along with Col Leonard Wood, had
helped to organize them. Col Leonard Wood, who first commanded the
Roughriders,hed served with the Army during the Indian Wars as had
many of the Roughriders. He had won his commission as an offiger in
the Regular Army when he took charge of his outfit after all the officers
- had been kllled. The Roughriders had seen much hard trailning and fight-
ing in battling the Indians along the frontier. Only due to this train-
ing and experience were they able to do such a magnificent Job at San
Juan. :

Riders of the Pony Express had flrst used the name Rough-~
riders; and Teddy Roosevelt 's Roughriders carried on their spirit of
adventure. One of them is quoted as saying of the enemy, 'They can’t
help being Spaniards any more than a skunk cen help being a skunk. 4
God made them that way." On the firing line he had the habit of stralls
ing up and down smoking. He laughed back at the sergeant who warned
him to pull in his neck, 'Sergeant, the Spanish bullet ain't made that
can kill me." Two minutes later;, ome struck him in the mouth and he
fell dead. : , '

Alongside the Roughriders the negro troopers of the 9th
Cavalry fought as they pressed up the bloody slopes and finally gained
the top.

With the capture of El Caney and San Juan the road to
Santlago was open, but there wes more fighting before the city was
taken. As ons soldler wrote home: '"We have slept on our arms for
three weeks, clothes, shoes, etc., all on; on the ground, of course,
and in rain and sunshine; never leaving our intrenchments whlch are
now enclrcling Santiago. We can plainly see and hear the enemy in
their ditches only about 200 to 400 yards away. Each man cooke his
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own pork and hard tack, and we have mangoes and cocoanuts regularly.
The water supply is two miles off and the roads are halfway to the knee
‘in mud. We stand it finely though, but are getting ragged. I have
Just heard a rumor that the city has surrendered. I hope it is true,
for if we bave to charge them,it will be a case of murder on both sides.
They will murder us first and we will murder them next% as soon as we
can reach them. They are intrenched on the edge of the city, and have
heavy barbed wire fencing everywhere 1n front; this gives them more
tilme for shot and shell at us“

3, The Philippines - Capture of Manlla

Meanwhile on the other side of the world, 12,000 miles away,
another American Army was testing the might of the Spanish Empire in
the Philippines. Ten thousand men, equipped with artillery with recoil
gear for the first time, sailed from the United States. On July 4, 1898,
the convoy stopped to raise the United States flag over Wake Islagd in
the middle of the Pacific. They arrived before Manila; where Fillipimo
rebels were already annoying the Spanish who held the city.  Rain came
down without end. In tremnches half filled with water and sweating in
blue serge, like their comrades in Cuba, they first fought the mud, mos-
quitoes, heat; and troplcal diseases which kllled more men than bullets
After a few night skirmishes, they prepared for a general attack on
Manila. The Spaniards had no heart in fighting and surrendered with
only a token show of resistence and the Army soon raised the Stars and
Stripes from its headquarters on the city of Manila. o

When the war ended, Puerto Rico and the Philippines were ours,

and a new nation; Cuba, had been given its freedom by the American
soldier.

Lk, Philippine Rebels - Capture of Aguinaldo

But fighting did not end in our new territory in the Philip-
pines. Emilio Aguinaldo, leader of the Philippine rebels, who had at
. first helped the Americans to drive out the Spanish; lost little time
in launching bloody gusrrilla warfere against the American Army. More-
over, the savage Moros sitarted a small war of thelr own against the
new govermment; they were eventually conquered by Captain John J. Persh-
ing, later to lead the Army in the World War I. Thls was the hardest
kind of combat, marked by treachery and stealth. Our small Army lived
and fought among a large population half-clvilized and hostile.



. The capture of Aguinsldo is a story stranger than fiction.
General Funston, who had won the Congressional Medal of Honor for
gallantry in the Philippines, found out the location of Agulnaldo's
.secret hide-out in the Jungles of Luzon. He knew that the guerrilla
~chief would slmply vanish in the Jungle 1f troops in- large numbers
went out after him, so he hatched a daring plan.

" On the night of 4 March 1901 a smell party of men were
-quietly set ashore on northern Luzon by the U.S.S. '"Vicksburg." A
former Philippine rebel who had Jjust pledged his.loyalty to the United
States led them. Funston pretended to be a prisoner of this rebel and
his men, who had now also Joined :the U. 5. forces, and they pretended
they were to teke him to Agulnaldo as a prisoner. They made their way
through steaming Jungles and unfriendly villages where one slip might
have meant death.

Aguinsldo and hls men were caught off guerd, and eleven
days later the successful raiders mét the 'Vicksburg" again; their
mission was accomplished. General Funston had his man. Aguinaldo’s
capture took the heart out of the rebel uprising.

D. THE BOXER EXPEDITION

1. '"Keep Up the Fire."

In the summer of 1900, news flashed over the world that
Chinese known as 'Righteous Fists of Harmony," or "Boxers," who
wished to drive '"foreign devils" out of China, had suddenly attacked.
Americens living in the Forbiddem City of Peking. Some were killed
and the rest were besleged in the International section of the Chinsss
capital. The gallant American guard held out against the attacker for
weeks while the world held its breath.

The 9th Infantry under Colonel Liscum, although delayed by
a typhoon, rushed from Manila to the rescue. It was the first outfit
to arrive in China; the li4th and 15th Infantry and the 6th Cavalry
were on the way. Going forward with very little cover, the Americans
were hard hit. At Tientsin, for fifteen hours, they carried om a -
murderous attack. Colonel Liscum was mortally wounded and as he fell
dying he called his last brave words to his men, 'Keep up the fire."
(Men of the 9th still wear that motto on their regimentel shield.)
They kept up the fire and the city was finally captured; ninety=five
American soldiers died.
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2. The Forbidden City

Joined by the 14th Infantry and the 6th Cavalry, the Ninth
marched toward Peking engaging the enemy along the way. DPeking was a
completely walled city; the walls from 30 to 50 feet high and 20 to
40 feet wide on top. Chinese rifles and "Jingals" or "two-man guns,"
large muskets fired from a nest or carriage, raked the approaches to
the city with fire. But directly under the walls were dead spaces
where the Chinese could not fire. The Americans, the lith Infantry
leading, scaled the wall at a partially sheltered angle. The first
men scrambled up the bare face of the wall by climbing on spaces where
bricks had. fallen; they puiled rifles and ammunition up after them.
Once on top, the first men covered the wall as more men climbed. The
14th geined enirance, and plented the regimental colors on the wall =-
.the first foreign flag to fly there. They then drove the Chinese.
southward in the city and relieved the beselged Americans in the inter-"
national area that afternoon.

Most of the American troops left by that winter, but the
'15th_Infantry remained in Chine for many years. Its reglimental in-
slgnla bears the motto "Can Do, " a phrase of pidglin English picked
up from the Chinese which shows the spirit of the 15th; they "Can Do"
anything. Soldiers had arrlived in Peking in time to save their
fellow-Americans and to show the world that the United States Army
could and would protect its cltizens in whatever country they were
attacked. '

E. BEGINNING OF A CENTURY’

Keeping the Peace.

: Keeping the peace in the Philippines, policing Guem, Hawaiil
and Puerto Rico, and carrying out reconstruction in Cuba were keeping
the Army‘'s hands full. But even with these far flung activities im-
Pprovements were constantly being made in the training of the Army.

"Early In the century the Army achleved notable results in
some of 1ts peacetime Jjobs. Among these were the discovery of the
cause of yellow fever and the stupendous work of completing the Panama
Canal. The San Francisco earthquake and Mississippl floods also
brought calls for the soldier's help. :



But even 1n these years of peace the Army performed combat

missions. In 1907, troops restored order in Cuba, primerily by their
very presence. Seven years later General Funston, of Philippine fems,
led troops to Vera Cruz, Mexico, the same place that General Scott had
occupled seventy years before. This movement was Iin connection with
troubles on the Mexican border which flamed intermittently over a.
' period of several years. In 1916, General Pershing chased the Mexican
bandit Pancho Villa south of the- border beceuse of his raids,on United
States soll. The National Guard was mobilized that year in anticipa-
tlion of one war that was avolded and got ready for another which was -
already raging in Europe.

CHAPTER 4: WORLD WAR I

. QUILINE -

A. THE YANKS ARE COMING
1. “Sunny France"
éo .The-Doughboy
3. The Front
k."'Lafayette, We Are Here"
5. Train to Attack
6. 'Duty, Hdnor, Country" : West Point in the Tradition of the Army
B. THE FIRST BATTLES |
1. Cantigny
2. Chateaun Thierry‘
3. Rheims
4. "The Rock of the Marne"
¢. THE BIG PUSH o
1. St Mihiel

2. "Americe's Greatest Battle" : The Meuse -Argonne
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a. Meuse-Argonne Offensive
b. The Lost Battalion
Co 'ﬁhe Whole Damned Germen Army" : Sergeant York
d: 'Let Me Go" -~ A Private in the Argonne

e. Victory
CHAPTER 4: WORLD WAR I
A. THE YANKS ARE COMING

1. “Sunny France"

Feeling ran high among the American people during the day
before entry into World War I. The whole country had been shocked by
the stories-of German atrocity in Belgium and by the sinking of the

"Lusitania in 1915. Socme Americans had enlisted in the French Foreign
Legion and others served with the British and Canadian armies. Ger-
meny ‘s ruthless submarine warfare against American shipping flnally
led to the mobilization of our Army: 12 days before declaration of

war, the President began calling the remainder of the National Guard
into service. '

When Presldent Wilson told Congress that ’Tight is more pre-
clous than peace, " he sald what wae in the heart of every Americen.
Four days later came the declaration of war and the Nation was united
in the determination to "make the world safe for democracy."

: The declsion of America to enher the war ceme at a dramabic
moment. In history. Revolution and defeat knocked Russia out of the

. war. Belglum lay flat, and England and France were bled whits in their
. desperate efforts to stem the German onslaught. America hed the men,

- the materials, and the will to turn the tide. But did she have the
time? French Poilus and the British Tommies in the trenches asked the
same-. question ‘in another way, "Can we hold out long enough?" The fate
of the world lay with those men who would wear the uniform of the U.S.
Army , _ D :



The netion was fer from ready to send large forces into
combat., The Regular Army end Netionel Guard totelled leee than
300,000 men, This emall number expended into a great force of neerly
four million. Another yeer wes to pass before our soldiers would te
in the trenches in France,

John J. Pershing was chosen to lead the AEF. He waes & sea-
soned cempaigner with more than 30 years of dlestingulshed service
behind him. Herd cempeligning agalnst Apache and Sioux Indians, and
cool bravery under fire at Sen Juan Hill marked hie career. It in-
cluded combat in Philippine Jjungles and observing in the Russgo-
Japenege wer. It took him to Mexico as leeder of the Punitive Ex-
pedition against Pancho Villa. Pershing hed been through the mill
of combet and commend.

The new eoldlers showed the seme enthusiasm for lesrning
goldlering that had merked their fathers in flve former wers. They
gang "Oh, How I Hate to Get Up In the Morning" end stuttered through
"K-K-K-Kety." On the way to France and after they got there they
gang that old relisble "Haell, Hall the Gang's All Here" and added
new verses to the dozene of verses they already knew of "The Made-
moigelle from Armentieres™ such ae

"It fen't the war thst makes me a ﬁreck,
Tle Masdemolselle - ghe sure can neck!

Hinky - dinky, parley-vous."

Even after grueling weeke in the trenches as they dragged
back to & rest area they could gtill sing:

"Oh, I've been wounded in the fight;
Shot et eunrise, geseed at night,
Outeide of that I feel all right,

And T ein't got weary yet."

2. The Doughboy. '

Nobody ie certeln exectly how the soldlier of World Wer I
came to be called the doughboy. Some gay that the term ceame into
fashion back in the days when infantrymen clesned thelr white trim-
mingse with pipe clay which ran like dough when rained upon. Cthers
who are more likely to be right, trace the nickname to the time when
the infantry was on the Mexicsen Border where "adote" means "mud"
and where the soldier's close contact with it during the
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rainy season earned him the title of "dobie crusher" or "mud crusher,"
This later was probably shortened to "dobie boy" or "doughboy." This
we do know, that the infantryman of World War I was the first to be
. known everywhere by this name, and the infantryman of any war takes’
mud in his stride. When he reached France and the rains fell and he
marched over land that had been trampled and fought over since August
1914, he grumbled at the skies and the mud. Corporal Jack Carroll
wrote some lines about mud which express, in a mild way, what every
doughboy felt: '

Oh, the grimy mud, the slimy mud,
The cheesy mud, the greasy mud, that filters through your hair.
You sleep in the mud, and drink it, that's true;
There's mud in the bacon, the rice and the stew
When.you open an egg you'!ll find mud in it too--
Sunny Fraﬁee!

The doughboy of that war turned out in a woolen olive drab yni-
form that was not noted for comfort. . Its blouse had a high stiff collar.
which fastened closely about the neck, and served no more useful pur-
pose than to display insignia. It also absorbed much of the sweat
worked up on the drill field. He wore breeches and spiral puttees
wrapped shugly about his legs. He wore the wide-brimmed campaign
hat which remained part of the Army uniform until World War II. His
buttons were bronze instead of brass, because he would wear his blouse
in the trenches as well as in garrison. When he went  overseas he
would turn in his campaign hat and draw a soft woolen affair which
he called an "overseas cap." When in the trenches he wore a steel
helmet for the first time. It looked like an o01d metal soup plate on
" his head, but he was glad to have it on when shrapnel started flying.
He was the first American soldier to wear a shoulder patch. It
happened more or less by accident., In the summer of 1918 the 81st
{(Wildcat) Division sewed a picture of a wildecat on their shoulder
sleeves - when going through Hoboken on their way to France. In France
GHQ got wind of their shoulder patches and ordered that they not be
worn. GHQ later changed its mind and not only allowed the Wildcats
to keep their shoulder patches, but soon required everybody to wear
‘them.. Practically a part of the uniform when in the trenches at
least was the "cootie™ or "seam squirrel® which someone called "a
louse with military training." Idle moments when the guns were
quiet were often spent in "shirt reading" or rooting out the cootie.

A colorful addition to the uniform was the fourragere
which the grateful French gave to American regiments



which fought with distinction. The fourragere is a cord of ome or
several colors looped from the shoulders and according to some author-
ities originated with the Flemish troops in the employ of thé Duke of
Alva., He complained that the Flemish showed cowardice on the field -

of battle and ordered any soldler who ran away from combat to be hanged.
Because of this insult to theilr bravery, the Flemish brazenly wore a
coil of rope with a nail. Later they so proved their courage that
their "rope and nail' -- the fourragere ~-- became a symbol of bravery.
The French offlcially adopted it as a mark of vallant actlon by a

unit.

Since 1908 the weapon of our infantrymen had been the U. S.

Rifle M1903, sometimes called the "Springfield." However, because
not enough of these were available, some divislons carried an Ameri-
. can-made version of the British Enfield. The U. S. Browning machine
gun and automatic rifle, ~thich were the finest weapons of thelr type
to come out of the war, were not ready until shortly before the
Armistice, so Yanks had to use the French Hotchkiss and British Lewls
machine guns. The famous "French '75" became the mainstay of our
field artillery. Horses did most of the hauling -The field artillery
was entlrely horse-drawn, and the infantry division depended on that
time-honored character of war and peace, the Army mule. There were
1900 animals and 1000 vehicles in an infantry division. , ‘

3. The Front

# Americans thought of the Western Front in terms of trenches,
dugouts, and no-man‘s land full of shell-craters between the lines.
For months at a time the positlon of the armles locked in struggle
would ‘change but little. Dsadlock in the trenches was largely due
to the machine gun which kept both sidee pinned down. In the fall
of 1917 the Western Front extended for more than 400 miles north
of the Swiss border to Nancy and Metz, northwest through St. Mihiel,
Verdun, Rheims, and Soissons; and curving north again through Ypres
- to the English Channel.

This front was a vast tangle of trenches and barbed wire
manned by infantry and dominated by the mechine gun. The tank was
a cure for the machine gun. The British designed a tank based on
the American caterpillar tractor and first used the new war monster
&t Cambrai in November 1317 with complete surprise. Machine-gun
bullets bounced off the sides of these iron monsters which carried
thelr crews through barbed wire Jungles, across trenches, and through
enemy positions. The cold steel of the bayonst and hand grenades
vas used along with the flame thrower, polson gas, and the ailrplanse.
Radio and autc squipment which armies were beginning to use were re-
placing horses end mules. oo

One of the most strikinb aspects of the war was the use
of field artillery Big guns kept the nights bright with muzzle
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flashes and bursting shells. World War I was the first war in which
artillery was used on such a grand scale; it accounted for the largest
part of the casualties. The Geruwsns developed a "Big Bertha" which
fired on Paris from a distance of 7O miles. It did not do enough
damage to warrant ites great cost however. The guns of shorter range
on the front seemed to fire ceaselessly and their shells sought out
the doughboy in kis trench or dugout where he was comparatively safe
from other. attacks. Some believe that a shell may have their number
on it, and that they are bound to get hit soonmer or later. However,
_although shelling did cause the largest number of cagualties, in com-
paring the stupendous number of shells fired with the mumber of
casualtiea, it is obvious that thousands and thousands of shells
didn*t hit anybody.

k. *lafayette, We are Here."

The first of the AEP arrived at Paris in June of 1917. On
b July these first American soldiers massed before the tomb of a ’
gallant Frenchman who had come to aid the hard-pressed army of George
Washington 140 years before. The simple words spoken on that occasion
are rich in meaning and came deep from the heart of a grateful republic
to the battered land of France: "Iafayette, we are here."

.

Men and weapons went acrogs the Atlantic slowly at first,
but gradually American strength built up behind the Western Front .
By March 1918, 1000 men per day were landing in France and before the
Armistice this had increased to 10,000 a day. Imn all, over 2,000,000
men went across the Atlantic.

5. Train to Attack

On the night of 20 October 1917, the first U. S. troops
entered the line. This was the lst Division; it took its place
along the line with French units, and under Frerich command. As train-
ing progressed and more troops arrived overseas, Pershing s well-known
iron will became clearer. He insisted om two things: (1) American
soldiers were to fight together in their own outfits and not be used
as single replacemsnts in the British and French units already in the
lines; (2) the only way %o win the war was by heavy attack against
the defenses cof trenches and machine gums. He said, "Send me men
who can shoot and salute.®

When the AEF tried to make use of battle-experience of
British and” French who had fought for three long years it ran into
an awkward situation. Their combat know-how was valuable and the



AET was eager to find out about it.  But British and French who had
fought so long in the trenches had come to look on trench fighting
ag the normal thing, and to forget earlier teachings for a war of
movement. Pershing could not accept this trench war as the solution
.for victory. . He welcomed .the foreign instructors who had much about
battle weapons to teach, but he used their teachings to promote his
ovm idea of a war of attack and movement. Despite much criticism,
by -Allies and within the Army itself, that the high command had"
"learned nothing s&ince Cugter,” Pershing continued to train the AEF
for attack, for offensive war that would knock the Hun out of his
dugouts and trenches and back to Germany. 'Out of hig wisdom and

the courage of his convictions came Cantigny and the greater victories
which were to follow.,

6. "Duty, Honor, Country."

General Persghing in setting up the training program of
attack and movement which turned the tide of war in Europe used
West Point, the United States Military Academy, as a standard of.
training. He said, "The standard of the AEF will be the standard
of West Point." His training program called for perfection in
drill and practice. He knew that soldiers who were battle- trained
didn't make mistakes which result in unnecessary casualties in
battle. Drill and battle practice accustomed the soldier to make
the right decisions when he had no time to think, but had to act
on instinct and habit,

In the huge cantonments hastily set up in France W1th
rough plumbing and wuddy streets, it was not easy to duplicate the
apit and polish, the crackerjack marching, the cleanliness of West
Point., But even though these doughboys marched and drilled on mud-
goaked fields ‘in poorly-fitted uniforms without the glamour of the
West Point cadet, their spirit of enthusiasm and determination
equalled that of the most eager cadet ever to 1lift a barracks bag.

. On the surface Pershing knew the AET could only adopt its
methods to the hard conditions of the moment, but the will-to-win
and the perfection of battle know-how, the real spirit of West
Point, was never compromisedo

A United States Military Academy had been the dream of -
America's first great military leader, George Washington. ZXe had
geen the great need for trained soldiers ag he led his men through
the defeats of the Revolution. Steuben who had trained the patriot -
army at Valley Forge shared Washington's hope for a training school.
But it was.not until 1802 that this school became a reality. Presi-
dent Thomas Jefferson ordered -that the historic Revolrtionary strong-
hold at West Point on the Hudson River he used as the 2ome of a
United States Military Academy. S '
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Not until after the War of 1812 did West Point play a major
part in the growth of the Army. Its purpose was to train leaders for
the Army, but it was something new in America at that time; its of-
ficers were on part time duty a2t the Academy and it got 2 slow start.
After about 20 years West Point took on gome of its noted discipline
under such leaders as "01d Pewter" as the cadets called Superin—
tendent Alden Partridge.

Captain Sylvanus Thayer,. an engineer who served in the
War of 1812 was the real father of the Academy. He made West Point
the first scientific and technical school in America. It became
the equal of the best military academies of Europe. Other notable
characters, like "0ld Tush" Davis who taught mathematics for 21
years, served to builld the Point to its place as the "Cradle of the

AIW.”

Honor, Thayer'insisted;'must be the first thought of the
goldier. The West Point cadet was meade always conscious of the -
"honor of the corps.”

Ag the yearsg passed West Point grew with the traditions
of the Army. Its high standards became the gtandards for the
Army. It provided a pattern for military schools throughout the
country. Its cadets came from every district of the United States,
from the Regular Army, from the National Guard. Its wotto - "Duty,
Honor, Country" became the Army's goal. :

B. FIRST BATTIES

1. Cantigny

The 28th of May 1918 is a memorable date in the history
of World War I. It was then that the lst Infantry Division made
the first attack against the entrenched Germans. It was highly
important that their attack be a success, since British and French
soldiers would be watching clogely to see how Americans stood up
in battle. To this end.they planned the attack far in advance
apd in the most minute detall. They left nothing to chance and
even rehearsed the attack itself behind the lines on ground like
that of the coming battle.,

. The day before the attack the Krauts, sensing that some-
thing was up, raided the whole front line and drenched it with
15,000 deadly gas shells. The only prisoner they captured re-
fused to talk. That night the Division moved up and got set for
the push-off, :
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From 5:45 a.m. to 6:45 a.m. the Americans shelled Cantigny;
then at "zero hour" the doughboys went over the top of the trenches
and advanced across shell-torn fields closely behind a curtain of
their own artillery fire; the famous "rolling barrage." Heavy guns
shelled the German rear areas to prevent them from bringing up supplies
or more soldiers. French tanks and flame throwers gave their help to
the American doughboys. Within 88 minutes they had killed, captured,
or wounded every German within their zone of advance. The 28th Infantry,
supported by the 18th Infantry, First Engineers and Division Artillery
dug in and beat off bitter German attacks for two days. This was
Cantigny. Pershingt!s theory and training had been Justified.

2. Chateau Thierry

In May 1918 the Germans realized that if they were to win
the war, they would have to lmock out the French and British before
the Americans got there. To meet this threat the Germans prepared a
great drive. They advanced rapidly toward the Marne River and, meet-
ing little resistance, they started to drive toward Paris. The French
people were terrified and the Government made preparations to flee
from Paris. Reserves rushed from all sections of the front. The 2d
Division anu the 3d Division moved quickly to the danger sector to
help the Allies hold the line. At Y4 p.m. on 31 May the 3d went into
action at Chateau Thierry amid cheers of the French who at last saw
some relief in sight. The very presence of Americans raised the
morale of the Allies who had now been fighting for four years., Here
American machine gunners held off the Germans who tried to cross the
Marne at Chateau Thierry Just where the French had blown up a bridge.
The French General, Duchesne, expressed the admiration of the French
for the 3d's ability. He said, "It prevented the enemy from crossing
the Marne. In the course of violent combats it inflicted severe losses
on the enemy and covered itself with glory by its bravery and ability."

As the 3d lent its strong arm to the French at Chateau Thierry,
the 2d Division met a German advance which threatened Paris itself.
The 2d was hurrying north to aid the 1st Division when it turned
aside in the nick of time to meet the Germans who were advancing
along the Paris road and threatening to reach the capital itself.
They had been moving forward for days and the French, worn out with
battle, had been unable to stop their advance. By a stroke of luck
soon after the 24 relieved the French in the front line, an American
artillery observer spotted large numbers of Germans on the road in
front of the American sector. He called for fire, and American gun$
1aid down a heavy barrage on enemy concentrations. The 2d succeeded
in beating back the Kraut attacks and stopped the drive on Paris.
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With these victories, and after the hard won capture of
Belleau Wood and Vaux by the 2d Division -- which for this particular
actlon had two Marine regiments attached in place of one of its
regular brigades =~ the American reputation increased and the
Germans realized that they had taken on more than they had expected.
But Von Hindenberg still felt that there was time for the Germans to
ecrush the Allies before any more Americans could get across the sea and
in the trenches. Ludendorff and Von Hindenberg had made a plan for
four great attacks beginning in March. They planned to make great use
of infiltration, a new method of attack they had picked up from a
French manual. They planned to exploit the weakness of the Allies
and_in a series of hammerblows hit the British first, then the French,
and drive them back reeling to the English Channel. The first two
German blows were a success; the British were pushed back 40 miles
in their sector and a gain of 30 miles was made against the French.
The length of these advances was astonishing when one considers the
lack of movement which trench war imposed. Before, the great armies
Jockeyed back and forth over a few feet or a few bloody inches; the -
30-mile and Y0-mile advance was a smashing victory. Chateau Thierry
was the third hammer-blow and the Germans had confidently expected
great results. With American help the French had held the line; the
Germans were still on the other side of the Marne. They had stopped
the third German hammer-blow. ' .

3., Rheims

General Gouraud, who had charge of the sector around Rheims,
suspected that the Germans were planning on attack and he ralded the
German lines to pick up some prisoners who might tip him off on the de-
tails. He found out that the Germans were all ready in large numbers,
that an artillery attack would begin at midnight and that the German
infantry would shove off at 4:30 in the morning. To outwit them, Gouraud
ordered the French artillery to start firing at once. The sudden
barrage hit the Germans by surprise and took a heavy toll of lives.

But the German attack opened on schedule. The artillery thundered

to make a path for the infantry and the infantry rushed forward. But
Gouraud had outfoxed them. He had withdrawn most of his men from the
front battle position so that the first German blow was a dud. From
the second battle position the Americans and the French smashed into
the attacking Germans before they could catch their breath and killed
hundreds. The Germans went no further; the attack at Rheims had failed.

Of the American units who smashed this attack and held the
line with the French, the French spoke of the American 424 (Rainbow)
Division as follows: "It had the honor of rivalling its French comrades
in courage and daring. Its men went under fire as if to a football



game, with shirt sleeves rolled up. In one trench where they worked
with our men, one could count 60 bodies in less than 75 feet. .The
Germans who have seen them at work can no longer doubt that they are
here, or even as our soldiers say, '‘quite a bit here!'."

4, The Rock of the Marne

Meanwhile, on the Marne River, the Germans opened an attack
on the 3d Division with a great barrage of artillery; then under-a
cover of fog and a smoke screen they began crossing the Marne, Throw-
ing in everything they had, the 3d was unable to stop the overwhelming
rush although they inflicted a heavy loss and sank many boats. The
Germans made the crossing and set up on the 3d's side of fthe river,

General Dickman prepared to counterattack and although his
French commander advised him fo wait, the 3d struck anyway and
threw the enemy back across the river. After the terrific battle
was over, General Dickman reported, "Although the rush of German
troops overwhelmed some of our first-line positions, causing the in-
fantry and machine gun companies to suffer, in some cases, a fifty
percent loss, no German soldier crossed the road except as a prisoner
of war and by noon of the following day there were no Germans in the
foreground of the 3d Division sector except the dead." PFrom this
action the 3d Division is known as the "Marne" or the "Rock of the
Marne." The 38th Infantry, to whom belongs the lion's share of the
credit for the victory, wear on their regimental badge the phrase
"Rock of the Marne." Their badge also shows a chevron broken in the
center which indicates the 38th broke the point of the German drive
on the Marne. The crest of the badge shows a boulder to signify the
"38this strength as the "Rock of the Marne." The 10th Field Artillery,
which supported the 38th Infantry, have on their unit badge crossed
rifles supporting a rock to indicate its part in the action.

Lt Lovejoy of the 38th Infantry described the battle as
‘follows: "Day was just breaking: and through the mist, fog and
smoke one could see the boats and rafts loaded to the gunwales with
enemy infantrymen and machine gunners set out for the southern bank.
That was about 3:30 olelock yet not one crossed that day in the
center of the sector, in front of Company H or on the right in front
of Company E. Men of the -38th, who had escaped the hours of shelling,
met every attempt with rifle and automatic-weapon fire. Scores of
those boats were shattered and sunk or else disabled and sent drift-
ing harmlessly down the river. Hundreds of Huns Jjumped into the
water and were drowned. Those who reached our side by swimming were
either killed or captured. Soldiers wounded .in the early morning

65 . '


http:wounded.in

66

remained at their automatic rifles or in their rifle pits unflinchingly
until killed. One man of Company G was later found lifeless with his
rifle and pistol empty, and in front of him a heap of twelve dead
Germans. Another private'!s body was found surrounded by five of the
enemy, all killed by a bayonet; but his own rifle was clutched in his
hands, ready for more work when he was stopped by a bullet from a
machine gun. At this time Company G was really the pivotal point of
the attack, because in front of this company the Germans had erected
a pontoon bridge over which swarmed a host of. machine gunners. By
means of a second pontoon bridge, the enemy was enabled to direct a
flanking fire on the left. But Company G made heroic counter-attacks
in the course of which it took more than 400 prisoners, in spite of
overwhelming odds." :

"0n this occasion," Pershing wrote, "a single regiment of
the 3d Division wrote one of the most brilliant pages in our military
annals, It prevented the crossing at certain points on its front,
while on either flank, the Germans who had gained a footing pressed
forward. Our men, firing in three directions, met the German attacks
with counter-attacks at critical points and succeeded in throwing
two German divisions into complete confusion, capturing 600 prisoners.

C. THE BIG PUSH

1. St Mihiel

At last, in the fall of 1918 an All-American Army formed to
wipe out the bulge in the German lines at St Mihiel. The bulge was
to be pinched off by a careful attack from two directions. Here the
Americans were to break into open attack which Pershing maintained
would win the war.

At 1 ofclock in the morning of 12 September 1918 a terrific
bombardment of 2900 guns began and lasted for four hours. A%t an in-
stant the sky was as bright as day when every gun of fhe American
Army fired in unison the opening shot of this first American offen-
sive, Platoon leaders who had spent a month looking up at the forti-
fied German hills wondered when the Germans would begin to pour a
deadly return fire into them, Just before the dawn of that foggy,
rainy morning the rolling barrage began. The signal came to go over
the top and up out of the mud.where they had lain for hours came the
stiff doughboys. The major looked at his watch, then at the barrage,
then at his watch again and gave the signal ‘to advange. In the



- darkness wave after wave of doughboys moved forward until German bazrbed
Wwire was reached. Here, under cover of intense American artillery '
barrage, they cut their way through belts of barbed wire. These were
different tactics. Normally in the past the infantry had not attacked:
until the artillery, after a lengthy preparation, had destroyed the
enemy barbed wire. This time the artillery had not cut the wire,

but had smothered the German batteries. The doughboys soon cut the
Wwire and, moving forward, supported by tanks, which usually went

no faster than four or five miles per hour, swept across the shell-
crafters and traps of no-man's 1and to take German positions and the
Germans who held them., In 26 hours of fighting the American Army
doomed to capture 16,000 of the enemy.

2. '"America's Greatest Battle,”

Just two weeks after St Mihiel the Allied Armies under Mar-
shal Foch of France began the great attack which shattered the German
Army and led to its surrender. Foch assigned the Meuse-Argonne sector
to the AEF. This was a post of high honor since here the Germans were
expected to make their most determined stand; if they lost in the
Meuse=-Argonne, all was lost. The Americans were relatively inexperi—‘
enced compared to the British and French, but their morale was high,
they were fresh and eager for victory. After four terrible years the
French and British could no longer pound the Germans with the vigoxr
of earlier attacks. B

The Americans in getting ready for the push toward Verdun and
Sedan looked over the land they would fight over and saw that it too
was favorable to the Germans. There were great natural obstacles
and the Germans had worked on these for four years building a defen-
sive line that appeared impregnable. On one slde was the Argonne
Forest mined and fortified from tree to tree. Before them were the
hills of Montfaucon which gave German observers a view of the whole
American front. On the other side on the east bank of the Meuse
River were more hills heavily fortified. The land up to the hills
was broken by ridges which offered good cover to the Germans. Near
Verdun itself was a network of trenches and defense positions spread
over 12 miles back which used every advantage of the hilly country.
Verdun was the Key which would unlock the whole system of German de=
fense. Even to the most optimistic observer it appeared impossible
that Verdun could be taken by direct attack. From 26 September until
the Armistice, Pershing!s army was to fight over this ground of earlier
French defeat. It was to be a continuous series of battles in which
the American soldier advanced through tornadoes of fire upon positions
which the enemy had spent four years in preparing.
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‘Meuse~-Argonne Offensive. The Americans prepared for the
Meuse=Argonne offensive with great secrecy. All men and weapons moved
entirely under cover of darkness; during daylight-they stopped all ’
activity and kept in concealment. At night roads leading into the area
were jammed with men and guns. On most of the front French soldiers
stayed in outpost positions until the last minute to keep the Germans
from seeing any Americans or capturing any who might indicate an attack
was coming. The gigantic movement of 600,000 men into the area was
kept a secret. Finally on the night of 25 September the First Army
stood on its new front ready for the battle that was to begin at dawn.

At the Jumping=-off 1line of the attack stood Dead Man's Hill
. were heroic French defenders of Verdun had fought out the great Ger-
man attacks in 1916. On the evening of 26 September the strong Ger-
man first position was in American hands. The fortress of Montfaucon
did not fall the first day, but deep drives into the German lines on
both sides made its capture only a matter of hours.

As the American front advanced in the middle, on the left
side, as Grant plunged into the wilderness in 1864, so Pershing'!s
men plunged into the deadly Argonne Forest in 1918. The forest was
a mass of barbed wire strung from tree to tree; death was everywhere.
Carefully hidden machine gun—nests spouted fire into advancing
Americans. Yet the Americans advanced. The Lost Battalion was
typical of the heroism which all units display.

The Lost Battalion. In the Argonne Forest on 2 October the
77th (Statue of Liberty) Division was ordered to seize and hold cer-
tain German positions. The T77th was made up largely of men from New
York City; their division commander called them hardy backwoodsman
from The Bowery, Fifth Avenue, and Hester Street. Under Major Charles
Whittlesey, a battalion of the 307th Infantry, and the 306th Machine
Gun Battalion, advanced in spite of heavy losses to carry out the mis-
sion of the T7th. :As units on each side slowed down, this battalion

‘found itself deep in the German positions with contact cut off. Ger-
mans- quickly cut around behind them, 'and, by stringing new barbed
wire and setting up new machine gun positions, blocked them off com-
pletely from the main body of Americans. The Huns surrounded them so
closely that German artillery which had plastered them at first did
not fire because of danger of hitting their own men. But fhe Germans
hit the Lost Battalion with everything else they had: rifles, machine
guns, trench mortars, grenades. After two days of this, Major
Whittlesey sent out a message with the last of his carrier pigeons:
"Men are suffering from hunger and exposure and the wounded are in
very bad condition. Cannot support be sent at once?" They had no

| chow, no coffee, no blankets and very little to smoke. They became




more nervous and exhausted as hours of battling somehow passed. Pvt
Philip Cepeglia of the Bronx, while trying to fill some centeens
from rain water in shell-holes, hit some gravel and sent a bunch of
stones flying into a soldier. stretched out on the lower slope. The
soldier swore at his clumsiness. Cepeglia flared, "You wanna make
something of it? All right, 1°'11 fight you right now!" But some-
one grabbed Bim and pulled him down, saying, "If you want to fight,
fight the Germens." They did fight the Germans until they fell
either from exhaustion or Kraut bullets. The moans of the wounded
spurred - them on. They became weak with hunger. MajJor Whittlesey in
making rounds of encouragement found a man chewing on a small pilece
of black bread. 'Where did you get that," he asked. "Off & dead
Boche;, sir. Have some?" 'No, you earned it, eat it up."

Morale was high and the men wanted to fight. When some-
one got winged a man might shout: "Come on, they got him. Let's go
up there and kill some of those bastards."” But the smell of death -
and the constant hammering of Boche guns left their mark. Heroic .
efforts to break through to thé Lost Battalion failed. For. four days
they went without food and practically without water. Even attempts
to drop them food by plane failed; and fivé men Were killed in des-
perate attempts to creep out to get the food packages that fell near-
by. Pvt Hollingehead volunteered to reecue a food packege dropped by.
plane, but got hit in the kmee and captured in his attempt. Ths Ger-
mans treated him well; and after some time sent him back with a més-
sage to the Lost Battalion asking for surrender. Some men who lived
through it later sald that Mejor Whittlesey shouted, "Go to Hell,"
in the general direction of- the Germasns. As a matter of fact he said,
"No reply is necessary." . o o

As word of the surrender note passed along from one foxhole
to another the men saw red. In a few minutes they met the worst at-
tack the Germens had made, and drove it back.  Hollingshead, who had
collapsed in his foxhole, came to life under the machine gun and
rifle fire and vomited all the food the Huns had gliven him, and moaned
in misery. The soldier in the next foxhole spoke up above the nolse
of the guns: "Aw, shut up. Here you are kicking because you're puk=
ing. Hell I ain't got nothing in me to puke.™

. Abe Krotoshinsky of Brooklyn, who volunteered to go back
and gulde & relief party to the pocket; slipped out, practically touch-
ing German machine gumnners on his way, and found the American lines.
After eating a can of corn willy he guided the men of B Company, 307th,
through the underbrush to his battered comrades. The Lost Battalion
was relieved. Of the 700 men who had made the first attack with the
Battalion only 194 walked out of the pocket when new attacks forced
thé Germans back. ' The Army hid its deep pride in their bravery by
making a joke -about the insignla of the T7th Division, the Statue of
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Liberty. It was sald pd“reﬁfeaeht’ﬁ French mademoiselle carrying a
torch aiid looking for the Lost Battalion. At home and in the heerts
of brave men everywhere they were undying heroes. -

. The Whole Dammed Germen Army. In another part of the forest
Sgt Alvin York‘was fighting with the 328th Infantry, 824 (All-Ameri-
can) Division. When the 328th came under heavy machine gun attack,
Corporal York was in a support platoon and was ome of 15 doughboys as~
signed to Sergeant Early to sllence those machine guns. York put it
down in his diary this way: ™October 8th, Argonne Forest, France.
And they was to give us a barrage. So the time come and no barrage
and we had to go without ome. So we started over the top at 6:10
a.m. and the germans wag Putting their machine guns to working all
over the hill in front of"ud and on our left and right. So I was in
support and I could see my pals getting picked off until it:almost -
looked like there was nons left. So there was 17 of ugé Boys went a-
round on the left flank to sée 1f we couldn't put those guns out of
action.” So when we went a round and fell in Behind those guns we
first seen to germans with & Red Cross Band on their arm. So we ask
them to stop and they did not so some one of the Boys shot at them
and they run Back to our right. So we all run after them ..... and
vhen we Jjumped across a little stream of water that was there they
vag a Bout 15 or 20 Germans Jumped up and throwed up their hands and .
'sald Comrade. So the one in charge-of us Boys told us not to shoot -
they was going to give up any way. So by this time some of the Ger-
mens from on the hill was shooting at us. Well I was giving them the
Best I had and by this time the Germans had got their mechine guns
turned around and fired on us so they killed.6 and wounded 3. So ‘
that Just left 8 and then we got into it right. By this time So we
had a bard Battle for a little while." Here York's diary 1s not very
clear as to what York himseélf did at this point. "However among the
three wounded boys was Sergeant Early who was in command. York took
comnand, and leaving six of his men to guard the prisoners, he laid
into the machine-gunners single-handed, Every time he saw a German,
he Just shot him. Firet he shot lying on his belly in the prone
position. This was the way he had often shot at targets in his home
mountains of Tennessee. Every time a head came up, York shot it down
before enybody had a chance 10 draw « bead .on him. Although he was
right out in the open, machine gun bullets spitting fire and cutting
up all around missed him. This all took only a few minutes.- Suddenly
8ix Germans Jumped out of & trench and charged him with fixed bayomets .
York picked them off as they came at him; the last man he shot first,
‘then the fifth, then the fourth and so on. He had shot wild turkeys
like that at home. He didn’'t want the front ones to know that he was
@etting the back ones, and they kept on coming until he got all six
of them. York leaves all this out of his own modest account. He
continues, "and I got hold of a germen mejor and he told me if I
wouldn®t kill any more of them he would make them quit firing. So I




told him alright if he would do it now. So he blew a little whistle
and they quit shooting and come down and give up. So we had about

80 or 90 Germans there disarméd and had another line of Germans to

go through to get out. S0 I called for my men and one of them answered
from behind & big oak tree and the others were on my right in the
brush so I sald lets get these germens out of here. So one of my men
said it is impossible so I sald no lets get them out. So when my men
said that this german major said bow many have you got and I sald I
have got plenty and pointed my pistol at him all the time - 1in this
battle I was using a rifle or a 45 Colts automatic pistol. So I

lined the germans up in a line of two's and got between the ones in
front and I had the german major befors me. So I marched them stralght
into those other machine guns and got them." - -

York does not mention that he marched the prisoners from
the German lines to his own and then back of American lines most of
the time under heavy shell-fire. He was ordsred to report to Gemeral
Lindsay, his commander; who said, '"Well, York, I hear you have cap-
tured the whole damned German Army * York told him "No, sir, I omly
captured 152 "’ - S

Let Mo Go. A young farmer from Bedford County, Virglnila,
nemed Jesse Maxey, a private in the 4Tth Infantry did some hard
fighting in the Argomne. He wrote to his wife a description of hils
sxperiences which are typical of those of many doughboys. He first
describes how he liked the trip across the Atlantic; he was seasick:
much of the time and didn’'t enjoy it at all. Be landed at Brest and
from there piled into 40 and 8 boxcars; room for 40 men and eight
horses - to make the trip to the fromt to Join his outfit. According
to personal accounte of the war it seemed %0 rain constantly in Francs
during most of the war. dJesse Maxey's account is no exception and he
describes how he hiked all night from the railhead .to the front in
pouring rain and deep mmd. He describes the Argonne push as follows:
"We pulled out of their about the 19th of September; moving towards
the Argonne Forest. We left their about dark in the eve and hiked
all night, raining on us all the way and so dark - O!. MY slipping-
and falling over hills and hollows until at last we stopped iIn some
woods and their we lald down and unrolled our packs and threw our
blankets over us and breaking brush and throwing over our blankets
to camouflage curselves s0 the ensmy planes could not spot us. We
knew 1If the ememy found out that we were their we would be out of luck
as he would bomb us. We stayed thelr about three days and we moved
again at night of course as we never moved when it was light as the
Bosh planes could sight us and we would get dblown to bpieces. .

"Our front lines was about 1/2 mile ahead of us. The night
of the 2hth we moved out to our right and went into some old open
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trénches which was wet and muddy. We laid in them &ll hight almost
froze. Their was a big frost on us the next morning; we staid their
until the night of the 25th and was issued more smmunition and hand
grenades. So we pulled out when it got dark going through our front
line trenches out into no mans land and thelr we laid down to wait
for our artillery to open up which opened up at 2:30 o'clock that
night. Well, every thing was very qulet until our artillery opened
up, we could hear a machine gun clatter away a little now and then
end a few rifle shots. But 0, MY. when our guns began to roar which
was at the back of us lined up almost hub to hub, at 5:15 we were to
start over the top, 1t was awfully cold out thair as a heavy dew fell
on us and some frost. We was almost froze whéen the time ceme for us
to start. The grass and briers was about up to our waists out thair
for their badn't been any fighting thalr for quite awhile. :

' : 'Wéll the time came for us to 8o ahead 80 We got up and gave
a loud: yell and away we went Our machine guns ‘went too clicking )
away end our shells singing over our heads; The smoke and fog was &0
thick we couldn't see more than three or four yards ahead of us. ~We
would drop in old shell holes and lay thair and try and listen and °
look ahead of us to see 1f Jerry was trying to come over to meet us.
We went on over the hills our shells falling on ahead of us and our

" machine guns clicking away over our heads. You could not heer any-:
thing for them as the bullets from our machine guns was singing over
our -heads like a sworm of bees and our shell whistling way up in the
alr and ve could hear them bursting way on ahead of us.

"Finly we came to thair trenches and thair we got lots of
prisoners, another fellow and myself got 13 out of one little dugout.
We got close up to the dugout, and we seen a machine gun setting in
the mouth of the dugout so we stopped end decidsd what to do. So I
asked him what he wanted to do, go up and get the machine gun or stay
thair and keep his eye on the dugout until I could crawl up and get
the gun, so he decided he would let me go. So he crawled up to where
he could cover the hole and shoot any of them if they came out. Of
course we didn't know whether for sure thair was anyone in thair or
not, but we could not risk it anyway, so I crawled up to the dugout
and got the gun. 1 did not dare to get up and alm to carry it so I
drug a way laying down. Of course I didn't carry it very far, Just
far enough so no one could step out and get hold of it without us
getting him for sure. We hollered for them to come out and here they
come with thair hands up hollowing "Kesmerad" 13 of them. I wish I
had that machine gun back home. We taken the feed box out of the
machine gun and threw it as far as we could so 1f we had left any
Germans . around there they could not use it." .

" 'Maxey continues to tell of other battles of the German
machine gun bullets that sounded like a swarm of bees as they flew
over. . Like nost American doughboys, he was completely in control of
the war all the .tlme; he knew what he was doing and took the great
battles in his stride. '



Victory. After two weeks of constent fighting they cleered
the Germens out of the Argonne and at the end of another month of
steady hemmering agasinst the begt of the Kalser's sgoldiere they reached
the banks -of -the Meuse led by the 424 end -1st Divieions at a point op-
posite Seden. They hed driven the enemy back 30 milee and broken his
whole line of defense from Metz to Sedan, liberating 150 towns and
citiee, and cepturing 26,000 prisoners and neerly 4000 cannon snd ma-
chine gune. Four days after the let Divielon reached the banke of
the Meusge, the Germens accepted terme of surrender-laild. down by -Mar-
shel Foch end gigned the armistice. As weary doughbeys yelled, "the
guerre 1s finle," &t 11 a.m., 11 November 1918 thousends -of guns on a
line extending from Hollend to Switzerlend were quiet. The news
fleshed around the world and Americs went wild in celebration.

The war over, happy, louey and victorious, the men who had
gworn to meke "Heaven, Hell or Hoboken" by Christmes found they hed
mede Hoboken or et least were on thelr wey to it. Many men stayed in
Europe; the Third Army spent four yeasrs there ag en Army of Occupation,
The ghoulder petch of the Third Army still beers an A and sn O for
Army of Occupation. ,

American achievement in the war had been enormous. Two
million men had been moved across the ocean and into combat. The
war cost 32 blllion dollars in money. But & more tragic measure of
its cost wes the 50,000 white crosses over the graves of our fallen
goldiere.

CHAPTER 5; VICTORY AGAINST JAPAN
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VICTORY AGATNST JAPAN

A, INTO WORLD WAR IT

1. Mobilization

If the soldier does not move forward during years of peace,

he invites disaster when war comes., During the years between World
Wars, the American soldier moved forward, but he was handicapped by



critical shortages of the tools of his trade -~ weapons, vehicles ra-
dios. Units were small and scattered so that large scale training was
not possible. When Hitler took over Germany there were only 120,000
men in our Army. The Army had quality, but not quantity when national
security demanded both. All soldiers became expert in use of weapons
and combat equipment. During the Twenties and Thirties a good soldier
was lucky if he made corporal in his second three-year hitch. The
soldier could make a 1ittle more money by qualifyying on the rifle
range with good scores; privates! pay was $21.00 a month less 15%
less two bits for the 01d Soldiers Home.

During those years, however, as a new war came closer, big
things were happening on a small scale. Out of long experiment Army
arsenals produced the Garand semiautomatic rifle to replace the bolt
action type. This was the M=-1 and the U. S. Army was the first to
make a semiautomatic rifle the basic infantry weapon. Better mortars
were developed. The modern motor truck and the jeep replaced thé old
Army mule, The division was streamllned for more fire power and
faster movement. .

Tractors and trucks replaced horses in the field artillery,
but cannoneers still went on singing "The Caissons Go Rolling Along."
The 105mm replaced the old French 75. Guns of greater range were
tested; self-propelled guns appeared. The cavalry, now a mechanized
force of machine gunners and rifilemen,. turned to combat vehicles and
armored cars. During these years the soldier became skilled in hew
methods. He tested new equipment and mastered its use to instruct
thousands of recruits who were soon to swell the Army's ranks when
mobilization began in 1940,

2. Pearl Harbor, "Day of Infamy."

While Jap diplomats pretended to make peace negotiations
in Washington, Jap planes struck without warning at Pearl Harbor., It
was more than a bombing attack, Within minutes it became a battle
with Americans fighting back at yellow planes with blood-red suns on
their wings, and within hours it became the war cry of a people deter-
mined to avenge wrong.

The first shock quickly gave way to action as trained men
jumped to their posts. Angry soldiers saw their comrades killed,
their planes destroyed, their ships sunk in a matter of minutes. Men
grabbed rifles and machine guns and hit out against strafing Jap
planes. They fought to put out fires. Some even managed to get off
the ground in damaged planes and fly outnumbered agalnst Jap invaders.
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Then the smoke cleared, the Japs had knocked out the U. S,
fleet moored at the naval base and shot up most of the planes in

.Hawaii. OShips and planes could replace those bombed, but three thou-

sand lives lost in action during the first two hours of combat in
World War II could never be replaced.

3, Fall of The Philippines, "Keep the Flag Flying"

Four hours after Japan struck Pearl Harbor she bombed Clark
Field in the Philippines. But here the bombs did less damage; the Japs
were softening the islands for a land invasion. Strafing and bombing
continued until three days later when a scout car crew of the 26th
Cavalry in northern Luzon flashed an urgent radio message back to its
headquarters Jap troops were landing in the Philippines. Large in-
vasion fleets with thousands of men stood out at sea waiting to come
in. No American soldiers opposed the Jap landings on the north coasts
of the big island, and Jap infantry, artillery, and tanks were soon
sweeping south along jungle roads toward the capitol ¢ity of Yanila,
As General HacArthur planned how to defend Manila against the invaders
someone remarked: '"General, the American flag flying from your head-
quarters makes a swell target for bombers." MacArthur looked up
from his meps and said quietly, "Take every normal precaution, sir =—-
but we'll keep the flag flying."

, The fate of the Philippines was sealed; it had been' sealed
on 7 December when American naval and air power in the Pacific was
knocked out. The force in-the Philippines was a lost army almost sur-
rounded by Japs. The Japs occupied China to. the west, and the Mari-
annas, Caroline and Marshall Islands in the mld--PaCJ.flc° Ships could
not supply or take away the defenders of the Philippines; only sub-
marines could smuggle in a few supplies. Cut off from all outside
help and surrounded by fanatic Japs, American and Philippine soldiers
could only fight a delaying action; and try to kill as many Japs as
possibles The small garrison retreated into the mountains and mos=—
quito-filled jungles of Bataan Peninsula where exhausted soldiers
held back the Japs for four months. They lived on monkey, water
buffalo, and finally their horses and mules. More than 20,000 of
them became sick. In Harch MacArthur was ordered to Australia and
a submarine slipped through the blockade to take him away, General
Jonathan Wainwright took command; retreat to the island fortress of
Corregidor bhegan, e

On 9 April Japs overwhelmed the defenders of Bataan in
fierce hand-to-hand fighting. On 6 May they swarmed across the
channel and took Corregidor. When Bataan and Corregidor fell there



was no escape. The Japs took prisoner 36,853 Americans and Filipinos
on Batsan. On Corregidor the number wag 11,5Th. The Army fought un-
til it could fight no more; 1t was death or the living death of Jap
prison camps. Throughout the Philippines it was the same =-- bitterly
fought defense ending in utter defeat. The Philippine Campaign of
41 and '42 was our greatest military disaster. The end left sur-
vivors with nothing but MacArthur's promise, "I will return."

4. Death March from Bataan. "I'he March of Death" began at daylight on
April 10 when thousands of priseoners, after their surrender, were
glapped and beaten with sticks as they marched under the tropic sun.
When a stop was made they had to sit all day long in the broiling sun
without cover. Many went crazy; many died. The Japs dragged out the
gick and delirious. They were buried while still alive. Some made the
march of about 85 miles in six days with one mese kit of rice. Some
made it in 12 days without any food whatever. Those who survived the
"Death March® found Jap prison camps a continued torture. Most of the
50,000 survivors of Bataan and Corregidor were murdered in one way or
another, either on the "Death March,"™ while at work or in the prison
camps, under diabolical Jap cruelty which every day made new and more
inhuman methods of torture.

To give meaning to MacArthur's promise, Australia had to be
defended and held as a base from which the United States could begin
the long Jjourney back. Armies would have to halt the Japs in the
Southwest Pacific, and take back lost island bases. That is why Amer-
icans fought in dripping jungles of South Sea Islands beginning in
1942 at Guadalcanal, and continuing at New Guinea and on to the chains
of islands reaching into the Central Pacific.

B. SOUTEWEST PACTFIC

1. Guadalcanal and New Guinea -- Jungle Fighting

During the early monthe of 1942 the Japs were on the loose
everywhere in the Southweat Pacific; their armies were riding high.
In an effort to cut off Australia they struck through New Guinea and
the Solomon Islands. The Japs landed at Buna, Gona, and Sananda; the
Aussies stopped them first. Then, Jjoined by Americans, they drove
the Japs back to their landing bases which they finally recapbured.
This, and Guadalcanal were the first steps on the long road back; in
swampy Jungles at Buna and Sanande “in New Guinea the American soldier
gtopped the southward march of the Japanese Emplre.
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Guadalcanal was mainly a Marine show until reinforced Jap
"forces threatened to push them off *he island. The 25th (Tropic
Lightning) Division and the Americasn Division relieved the Marines.
With the 147th Infantry they turned the tide and drove the Japs from
Guadalcanal. ' ’ :

2. Green Hell -- "Buddy, Are You There?"

In Guadalcanal and New Guinea and many an atoll and island,
the Jungle was on the side of the Japs. It was their green armor.
They could live on a little rice in the bush for weeks.. They had
trained for years to know the Jjungle; they had fought it and won; it
was on thelr side. Americans had little or no Jjungle experience ex-
cept in Panama and the Philippines. New Guinea and Guadalcanal were
more than island victories; they were first and great lessons not
only in how to lick Japs but in how to lick the jungle.-

The Americans usually had fewer men in a position than they
really needed. Even in a small outpost when there weren't supposed
to be any Japs around the Americans never could be sure. "C® ration was
the usual meal and if they were lucky,- supper might be Vienna sausages
and sauerkraut. The defense platoon would put final touches on
.the ring of shallow foxholes around the camp. Darkness came quickly
in the tropics. The little breeze might die down. There would be no
human sound; no sound but the jungle. The squeal of flying foxes,
the harsh cry of hunting owls, the far-off croak of frogs in a swamp,
the scraping of crickets, the wild yell of scme goony bird. BExcept
for that it was quiet; and they all listened. »

Attack came suddenly; a nerve-ghredding burst of an auto-
matic rifle a few yards away. The defense platoon opens up within a -
few seconds. The rest Jump into foxholes. Tracers streak through
the moonlight; a grenade explodes. The bullets whine and crack and
everyone stays down. Then silence again: the firing stops. Waiting.
The Jungle noises are there, but they are quiet and subdued.

. Then like monkeys with human tongues, the Japs begin to

' 8cream and chatter. They have withdrawn 100 yards into the bush:

no move for 30 minutes. Waiting. There is nobody above ground but
Japs. It is about fime for them to start mortar shells flopping in.
But their next move is not mortar fire. One Jap comes in closer,
about 30 yards, and begins to scream: "Aid, aid, doc! Give aid to
me. I am wounded!® He sounds like a parrot. Maybe when the Ameri-
cans were green they would have fired on him, and muzzle flashes
would have given away their position. Not now; they know the trick.



The Jap is quiet; then when the defense platoon lets go a
30-second blast at him, he cries out again. "He's got me in the guts!
T'm stabbed! water, water!" He repeats this every few minutes for as
long as a half hour at times. Then he creeps in even closer and be-
gins calling: "Buddy, are you there? Please, please answer me!" No
answer,

The Japs then all begin chattering again. They had many
killed from the first firing. They come in again. This time they
use grenades, They withdraw again and the Americans wait. In the
bright tropic moonlight an army of coconut crabs, disturbed by the
firing, start to move through the position. They come slithering
and clicking into foxholes; they are not welcome, but at least they
are better than Japs.

All night the Japs keep up their charges, but they never
get beyond the defense platoon. Every man stays put and keeps his
mouth shut. Anyone who moves too much or speaks may attraect Jap
fire., There is ho question of relieving each other; nobody is going
to get any sack time until the Japs drop back or drop dead.

The Japs made about eight attacks that night. In the inter-
vals just to make it interesting they pulled tricks, like the Jap who
made out he was a wounded American. Dawn came at last; the .Japs had
gone. The snipers had slid down from trees; they had all crawled
silently back into the bush. That is, all who were alive.,

No one talked much. A patrol went out to scour the brush
for Japs. The rest looked over the ground around their positions to
count dead Japs. They looked without pity at .the bloody yellow
bodies sprawled like flabby sacks and mangled by machine gun fire,
These dead were without digrity. Even in the bright morning they
remembered a Jap, now still in death, calling "Buddy, are you there?
Please, please answer me," S ‘

C. CHINA - BURMA - INDIA

1. ™Winegar Joe" Stilwell

-"Uncle Joe" or "Vinegar Joe" was a natural to command the
CBI Theatre. He had lived many years in China and knew the Chinese
and Far East peoples. He was as regular and down-to-earth as the
scuffed GI shoes he wore when tramping through the Burma jungle. He

79



80

was blurit and often profane; he sald exactly what he thought. He
knew soldiering inside out. He had the three stars of a Lieutenant
General, but most of the time he tramped around the front in a mud-
stained field jacket with no insignia and his battered old felt
Infantry campaign hat clamped on his head. He was a tough, frank old
Army man who hated the Japs in every inch of his being. One day dur-
ing the Hukawng Valley campaign a high-ranking Jap prisoner tried to
shake hands with him. Scorning the outstretched hand General Stilwell
snapped: '"Not with you, you dirty buzzardl! "
\

He was above all a combat soldier. He was usually found
wherever firing was the heaviest. He went first to Burma where in
-a last-hope attempt he tried to bring together British and Chinese
soldiers fighting there. But Japs soon cut off the British and
Chinese and trapped Stilwell with a small party of American soldiers.
It was now a matter of walking out of Burma, or of waiting to be
seized by the Japs. Putting on his 0ld campaign hat Stilwell chose
to walk. :

The survival of his party depended entirely on their obedi-
ence and cooperation. There were disease, jungle, enemy, elephants,
tigers, snakes, even hunger and exhaustion to meet and avoid. Stil-
well led and organized the march. He commanded respect that was al-
most like worship. Not because he was a three star general; but be-
cause he was a good soldier; an efficient leader, and a man. He led
the daily march -- he was then 60 years old -- counting cadence at
105 paces to the minute. He checked marching order. He inspected
food and rationed individual portions. He cursed, snarled and tongue-
lashed -~ and he brought every man through alive.

.0n March 26, 1942, The Assoclated Press dispatch from New
Dehli, India read: "Still full of fight after a beating in Burma and
a weary march of 140 miles through wild Burmese jungles, Lieutenant
General Joseph W. Stilwell declared today that Burma could be - and
must be - retaken from the Japanese. Here in his own salty words is
what happened to the Allies in Burma: !'I claim we got a hell of a
beating. We got run out of Burma and it is as humiliating as hell.
I think we ought to find out what caused it, go back and retake it}!t"

Underweight from his ordeal in Burma, exhausted by his
march out, his wiry frame worn thin by dysentery and jaundice, Stilwell
began right away to plan the reconquest of Burma. 9000 Chinese soldiers
escaped from Burma to India. He began training them and others at a
military camp at Ramgorh. He flew from here back and forth over the
Hump to China and did what he could, with very little equipment, to
argue the Chinese Army into being a first class fighting outfit.

In his belief that the Chinese couid'fight,lstilwell was
alone. Even the Chinese generals had no confidence in their own men.



But Stilwell trained the Chinese with American Army instructors and

in December, 1943, he launched the second Burma campaign with them.

On the map, the campaign for north Burma was a line that wriggled from
one unpromounceable nems to another. The road to Mandaley was about
the only place Americans had ever heard of. On the ground it was rain,
heat, mud and sickness. It was snakes in camp at night; K rations end
dried rice; snipers and ambush; rustling Jungle at night. It was hike,
kiii, and dle. Stilwell was in the ‘Jungle from January until July of
1944, ' -

Typlcal of the Americans who fought this jungle along with
Indlans, British; and Chinese were Merrill's Marauders, or as they
sometimes called themselves, "The Dead End Kids."

2. Merrlll ‘s Marauders

To help the British recover Northern Burma and to clear
the way for construction of the Ledo Road, General Frank Merrill
called for volunteers for "a dangerous and hazardous mission." His
volunteers, who were all long-time veterans in Jungle tralning and
Jungle war, were to operate in the rear of the main Jap lines cutting
supply routes and communications. They arrived in Indie in November
1943 and began hard training under British General Wingate of "Wingate 's
Raiders" fame. In the spring of 1943 the 77th Indian Infantry Brigade
under General Wingate had prowled northern Burma for four months :
worrying the Japs, gathering information and cutting Jap communication
lines. They had put one rallway out of action for four weeks and in
Juns had fought thelr way out and back to India.

Vinegar Joe's first mission for the Marauders was to aid
the Chinese in their drive against the Jap 18th Division

When the Marauders, about 2700 1n number, veterans of :
Guadalcenal, of Tunisie and many another battle, entered the Jungle
country of North Burme they saw 1t was Jungle even thicker than the
Solomons. Clothes were damp all the time, even in the drlest part of
the year; weapons rusted if not taeken apart and olled every day. The
- mountains, forests, and rivers of Burma were lmposing and beautiful,
but they were obstacles. The Jungle swarmed with enemlies -- animals,
bugs, snakes, disease, and of course, Japs.

_ One particularly tough unit of Marauders called themselves
the 'Dead End Kids." They had fought.the Japs already in the Jungles
of Guadalcanal, New Gulnea and New Georgia. Near Walambum they ran
into about 90 Japs who attacked with their familisr battle=-cry
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"Banzai.” As each attack; came, Sergeant Henry Gasko, a Japanese-
Americen in the Marauders, would translate orders he could hear Jap -
~officers shouting to thelr mem. With this advance dope on where the’
Japs would strike next, the Dead End Kids could shift their automatlc
weapons in time to meet each attack successfully.

‘Another group of Marauders also far behind Jap lines set wup
a road block and fought off almost unnumbered Jap charges. Finally
they forced the Japs to withdrew with & loss of 800 men. -The Marauders
had only eight men killed; or one American to 100 Japs. Vinegar Joe
sent them congratulations for a Jjob superbly done. - S

The Marauders worked behind the enemy lines killing liter-
ally hundreds of Japs, destroying roads, blowing up smmunition dumps
and Jap headquarters. In April came their most difficult mission;
they were to strike at Myltkyina airport itself. This was the prize
toward which all the Allied troops in Burma, British, Indian, Chinese,
were pushing. Its capture deep in enemy-held territory would kmock
out the principal alr base from which Jap planes had attacked trans-
port planes flying supplies over the Hump to China. Stilwell rein= .
forced the Marauders with 5000 Kachin and Chinese soldiers giving a
total strength of about 7000. The Distinguished Unit Citation offici-
ally records thelr success, but a less high-flown tribute was eon$ri=
buted by T-5 Stanley Bensoa, himself a Marauder: L

.Eour thousand Japs behind us .

A hell of a stinking mess.

The live ones now around us

Soon will join the rest.

When ToJo gave hils orders

To kill us ons by one,

He didn‘®t know Merrill 's Marauders
Would sink the Rising Sun.

‘Benson's first line was not quite accurate; the Marauders were
officlally credited with killing two thousand Japs in six weeks.

D. CENIRAL PACIFIC

1. Makin ..

: To the- 1nfanxrymen, Jammed 1n assault boatsﬂ ‘Makin Atoll
looked pretty beat up after the Army Alr Force and Navy had pasted
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with more than four million pounds of bombs and naval gunfire. Coco-
nut trees along the shore were twisted and shattered. It was 20
November 1943; almost two years after Pearl Harbor. The Army in the
Middle Pacific was launching its first big punch at Makin Atoll in the
GilbertIslands. The 27th Division, including the 165th Infantry which
won fame in World War I as the "fighting 69th," was going into its
first battile.

Fanatic Japs defended Makin, dug in like rats in deep
underground tunnels, pillboxes, blockhouses, and foxholes. They had
to be pried and blasted out. They fought like maniacs: If they
weren'!t underground they were overhead, strapped into palm trees
with machine guns.

The Japs had .a defensive line about 2,500 yards long.
Direct assault was out of the question, but the 27th, supported by
tanks and engineers, set up two miles west of the Jap line. The first
- day was the worst. Heavy sniper and machine gun fire met men moving
in from the beaches. PFurther inland, pillboxes and blockhouses had to
be blasted to.bits. On the second day tanks really got going. They
would run a tank up to a dug-in Jap position and blast it with 75 guns.
Then the engineers would run in with a TNT charge, poking it into the
dug-out with a long pole. That did the business. They cleaned out
each one with grenades after that. Typical of the fighting was Ser-
geant Edward O'Donnel who killed ten Japs single-handed bvefore he was
killed himself. Another man, slashed by a Jap officers's sword, grabbed
the sword_out of his hand and finished him with his own weapon, »

Few men who were on Makin will ever forget the four Japs
wvho led the last 100 men in a final suicide charge. The four, dressed
in parade clothes with feathers in their hats and clanking W1th medaTS,
were the prettiest targets the 27th could hope for.

The infantrymen tested at Makin paid high tribute to lessons
they had learned in combat practice in Hawaii. "Without that rugged
fightin' education I wouldn!t be alive today,! said Sergeant Q. P.
Walsh or East Orange, New Jersy who dropped two Japs who had him
cornered. The 27th's ship-to=-shore and combat training paid off. After
a 75-hour battle Makin was secure; one more stepping-stone had been
added to the road to Tokyo. '

2. ZXwajalein

After Makin, in the Gilbert Islands, Americans skirted the
fringe of the Marshall Islands and struck at the heart. They hit at
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Kwajalein., They hit it the way a fullback fakes wide for an end run,
then pivots and smashes off-tackle. H-hour was 9:10 a.m. on a clear
hot morning. Landing craft, ducks and LCT's trailed white-smoke sprays
in the water as they crawled toward battered beaches. That was 31
January 1944. That was the day the war in the Pacific began to come
out of the closet,

‘Two months later Kwajalein was "some island" we got some-
-where in the Pacific. It was "some island" to the guys who took it.
One they won't forget. )

It began when the "upstairs" boys of the 7th Air Force
lowered the boom on the Japs on Kwajalein. They came tearing in
from Makin, 491 miles away, and to the men waiting in ducks and LCT''s
they sounded sweet and solid in the sky. Their bombs racked the atoll.
The 708th's amphibious tanks lumbered down the ramps of LST's; it was
a new outfit. They pointed their watergoing tanks toward Kwajalein
beach and tried to remember how it had been during training at Fort
Ord on shining Monterey Bay.

Behind them, crouched in ducks and sea-going tanks, was
the oldest infantry division in the Pacific, the 7th, the men who
were the first to take any Jap territory in the Pacific at Attu in
the Aleutians. When the 7th hit the beach they pitched in with the
same business-1like skill they had shown in their drive toward Metz
in 1918. They accounted for' 2500 Japs killed in foxholes and caves
and concrete dugouts.

, It would be impossible to give credit to each man for what
he did there. Only a few stories can be told which show what a few
did. ' ) : S

The first night on the beach Privates Willard Lenz, Napa,
_California and Edward L. Rice, Tulsa, Oklahoma were ambushed by a
large number of Japs. They were trapped on a far part of the beach.
Each had onlj a carbine. They could hold off the Japs about ten
minutes with the carbines. Rice, or maybe it was Lenz, shot the lock
off an abandoned tank. They climbed aboard and grabbed a .30 calibre
machine gun. 'As the Japs moved in they mowed them down. The Japs
kept moving in like that all night. Rice and Lenz used rags to change
red-hot barrels. They burned their hands as the rags caught fire -
again and again. In the morning they looked out on piles of dead Japs--
a number sufficient to shoot up a couple of our platoons.

Japs opened up on a patrol that Ramie K. Lauson of Everett,
Washington was with and pinned them down with crossfire. The patrol
stayed down and sweated. Somebody said he would give a lot if a tank
were handy. Lauson listened, suddenly got to his knees and, keeping



low, mede a run for it, The Jepg opened up. He hit the ground,
Everyone nheld hieg breath, But, in a minute, he wae up again and
running hard, kneee high. Resglly teking off. Wlthin an hour, Remie
wag, back with a tank, and the tank blagted the mechine gun emplace-
mente and rescued the patrol.

Here &t Kwajalein the flamethrower becesme a well-known
weapon., People at home watching newsreels of the battle turned
thelr eyes away becauze 1t looked so horrible. The men who were us-
ing 1t couldn't turn their eyes away. They didn't went to. They
loved the flamethrower; it ate away the Jape.

With Kwajalein and the bloody Marshalls taken. the Afmy
had another jumping-off polnt; another dagger toward Tokyo.

3. Bloody Acres - The Marilannas

After teking the "Bloody Acres" of Selpan and Tinlen, the
last vital ieland 1n the Marlannas was Guam. This wae a new type of
Pacific fighting. Thesge were not flat palm-fringed atolls where the
tricky Jepe fell back or fell dead, 'They were large islande where
tanks and artillery could be used with greaster effect. Saipan and
Tinien were bloody fights on a vest scale, but Guam, for the men of
the 77th, the seme "Statue of Liberty" Division which had carried the
torch for the Lost Battallon in World Wer I, is remembered as & con-
test of wite and fighting skill, usuelly in the dark. The Nips al-
waye liked to sneak up at night, but on Guam they used night infiltra-
tion almost alomne.

By day the "Liberty" dough fought a war of mud, guns and
tanks; by night a war of nervee when each ruetle, each dull gnap of
a twlg, was a danger eignal. He would doze, fingering his rifle,
alert for the gslightest sound thet was unfemilier and hostlle. If
he were alone, he wae even more alert; he was one guy alone in a fox-
hole of gooey mud, the whole world of living friendly guys somewhere
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beyond reach., The air heavy with the smell of ferns and earth tempted
him to fall ssleep. He didn't. One eye wae always open, ready for
the sudden thumping drop of & sllent ememy who might lunge without
warning. If he came the struggle was savage and short. The dough
glugged him with a rifle butt, kicked him in the groin. He grunted

or he screamed. The dough tried to throttle the Nip; if he could

use his rifle in a hurry, he shot him, In the morning he found him-
gelf next to a corpee whose face looked blank: a stunted stiff little
Nip who would no more gquirm like a snake to pick off an unwary
American, ' »

American power hed returned to 1ts lost base. Guam again
became a U. S. naval base, but even larger thean it was before the

Nips moved in. The Alr Forces landed in the Méariannass with their
B-29; they became the alr gateway to Tokyo, now nearer than ever.

E. TO'JAPAN'S DOCRSTEP.

1. Return to the Phillippines

Late in 1944 Americen epies smuggled out information from
the enemy-held Phillippines that thls islend territory wes ripe for
invasion. Ae a grest task force, essembled in Honolulu, was steam-
ing towerd the. ielend of Yep, & bold change came In plang: eubstitute
Leyte In the Phillippines for the originsl destination of Yap. On .
20 .October this task force end other men, veterens of South Pacific
fighting, stormed eshore at Leyte. After 948 deys MacArthur wee back
on the goll of the Phillippines,

Ieyte. Surprise caught the Japanese unprepared on Leyte,
These veteren Pacific flighters of the Sixth Army knocked out most of
the defenders including the enemy divieion known as the "torturers
of Bataan." But the Japs made a desperate effort to hold end they
rushed relnforcemente to Leyté, The cempaign wae decided in 2 last
ditch fight in the mounteins. A final hour attempt by the Japs to
knock out a major air base ended in failure., Leyte mede a good
springboard from which to liberate neasrby islande.

Luzon. Even before the Leyte Campaign ended, & task force
gtruck the igland of Mindoro off the southern tip of Luzon, The in-
vagion route was the same one the Jeps had used in 1941-42, The Nipe
fell back into the mountains to meke & last stend. In Manila, they
had to be blasted and burned out yerd by yerd.



Corregidor. Guarding the sea approach to Manila's harbor
stands Corregidor, a Gibraltor-like rock that juts out of the bay to
a height of 500 feet. Now 6,000 Japs manned its defenses. The 503d
Parachute Infantry Regiment dropped on Corregidor in one of the most
daring airdrops ever attempted. The paratroopers had to land on the
summit of the great fortress — a mere pin point of a drop area; but
it worked. They dropped and set up above the enemy. The next day
an infantry regiment landed on the beach and joined them. Bataan was
now avengede

2. Qkinawa

Hitting the Fnemy. Easter morning 1945 wher American soldiers
landed on Okinawa they penetrated the inner defenses of Japan. This
island is only 350 miles from the Jap homeland. Nearly 120,000 Jap
troops manned strong defenses in the rugged hills of southern Okinawa,
Against elaborate enemy positions built around hillside caves, ancient
tombs, and the stone rbble of ruined villages the Americans fought a
slow, tedious campaign. Okinawa was a continuous assault, hill by
hill, cave by cave.

The Americans hit the beaches expecting the worst, banged
into seawalls and stormed ashore expecting to meet sheets of machine-
gun and mortar and small arms fire. The beaches were practically
undefended. It was shocking. On the beach, an infantryman said, you
felt like you were standing under a rock held in mid-air by nothing.
It was an almost bloodless beachhead.

: The Japs had decided to play hard to get. They bad decided
not to 1ose thousands on the open beaches but to make Americans pay
. dearly, fighting over hills honeycombed with caves. The Jap was
getting smart, too. He had expected the Americans this time and had
made his plans. A plan for a plan., A man for a man. QOkineswa
vetérans will say the Japs did some smart figuring.

By the end of the first day Americans expanded their beach-
head te a depth of three miles, ‘and captured two airfields; by the
end of the week one-third of Okinawa was in American hands,

The walkover ended on the ninth day. From then on every
vard was galned at a cost in lives. The Japs fought to the deathy
every American charge they met with half a dozen counterattacks. By
day, Americans went forward with flame-throwing tanks. The artillery
hammered the Japs at night., All attempts to bring back wounded lying
between the lines met Jap bayonet charges and machine gun firee.

. Fighting was continuous and without quartere. '
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On one point 1l men of the 77th Division stood off eight
Jap banzai attacks in one night. At times there were two and three
men in a fovhole with as many as five uninvited Japs. The Jap used
his favorite weapon, the silent saber, and, when he had to, a pistol.

Out in the harbor Kamikaze planes were working over
Arerican ships to stop the never-ending line of supplies that kept
pourlng in.

"So You Go Ahead," -~ Pfc Craft on Hen Hill, In this battle
of heroes there was one man in particular whom no one who was there
will ever forget: FPfc Clarence Craft of Santa Ana, California. On
31 May he was with the 382d Infantry Regiment of the 96th Division
pinned down at the foot of a hill, called Hen Hill.. It was honey-

_combed with Japs. At the top was a long trench and from here Japs
were pouring fire into the Americans below. The.96th Division had
been trying to tzke the hill for 12 days. The Japs were picking them
off, cutting the regiment to pieces. _—

Suddenly Craft stood up in full view and charged the hill
alone. By a miracle he was not hit. Maybe he was moving too fast,
or the Japs couldn't believe what they saw., Maybe he was just plain
luckve Loaded with grenades, Craft charged up the hill shooting
from the hip. Enemy fire filled the air around him. As he hurled
forward the men below couldn't believe their eyes. He reached the
top of the hill. For a full.30 minutés he stood completely in the
open.and hurled grenades into the Jap trench, And all the time he
was doing it, his company was held -back by intense Jap fire., Craft
stood there on the top of the hill and pitched grenades like a
crazy man, He pitched until the Japs broke and ran. He then jumped-
into the trench and fired his rifle point-~blank at the Japs who were
left. He drove them down the trench into a’ cave. The "immortal
. Pfc" threw a satchel charge into the cave which failed to go off,.

He went in the cave, relit the charge and threw it a second time,
sealing the Japs forever in the cave. When Craft's company finally
caught up with him they found 70 Japs still on the hill, but they
were all dead. Craft was still looking for more., Later, when they
told him he was getting the Congressional Medal of Honor, somebody
asked why he had done it. "You see guys getting killed all around
you,"™ he said. "You get mad . So you go ahead."

* Japan's Last Stand: When the Jap line finally cracked, and:
the Japs staggered back and ran to commit hari~kari, or to throw
themselves from ledges into the sea, over 110,000 Japs had been
killed. The Army had lost h 500. men.

Americans now looked at the Japanese mainland. Twenty- .
one Army divisions: w1th supporting outfits had thrown the Jap for a



loss from New Guinea to Okinawa. The Navy, the Air Force and six
Marine Divisions had helped the Army do its Jjob. Preparations began
for the invasion of Japan. But the threat of invasgion by the Army
speeded Japan toward surrender. The atom bomb showed them their -
cauge was hopeless. On 2 September 1945 the Japs surrendered to
General of the Army MacArthur as Supreme Allied Ccmmander.

~
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CHAPTER 6: VICTORY IN EUROPE

A. NORTH AFRICA

1, Cesablanca - Oran - Alglers

In October 19&2, ghortly before the Americen expedition to North
Africa, General Mark Clark made a top secret trip by submarine to Algerla.
The plan was to coordinate & planned American troop lending with a maximum
of help from the Anti-Nezi French. It was a significant and dangsrous
migsion: a submarine slipping through enemy wateres; secret deberking
in small boats to an unfamilier coast; completing historic plams for the
surpriee invesion; escaplng safely back to the submarine through choppy
geas Just as the entire. conference erea was surprised ad searched.

That conference cleered the way for the African invasion., It led
ultimately to the bltter Itellan campaign which smaghed enemy forces 1In
the Medliterranean.

Shortly after midnight, 8 November 1942, soldiers hit the beaches
of North Africa in the firet American blow sgalnst the Germans and
Ttaliang. One American force snd one mixed force of Americans and
British had eailed from Great Britaln to'lend in Algeria, while sanother
American force had gailed from America all the way across the Atlantic
to land near Cassblanca in French Morocco. A battalion of American
paratroopers flew 1,500 miles from Britain to help capture air fields
near Oran, 1n Algeria. The invasion caught the Germans flat-footed.

Not expecting such a blow, German troops had not moved into Morocco
and Algeria. French defendere, under Nazi orders, put up a fight, but
it wes only a ghort:one. American orders were not to fire unlegs fired
upon. When the French fired, American units esignalled the code worde,
"Play ball," end the soldiere went ashore fighting. Within 48 hours
they had won all their immediste objectives. They hed completed the
biggest overseas invasion up to that time, and they had lesrned lessons
which would mske poessible even greaster amphiblous operations.
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2, "Djebel Devil®

Now the race for Tunisia began. While the British Eighth
Armw drove the German Afrikas Korpe of Marehal Rormmel, the "Desert
Fox," westwaerd from Tripoli. Americen and British forues in French
North Africa pushed eastward through Algeria; they were catching the
.Germans in a great pincere in Tunisia, But the Germans were deter-
mined to fight it out. Rapid Allied adveances slowed to & halt ag
more Germeng flew in. A German counterattack drove through the

- Kesserine Pass for a 21l-mile gain. Americens recovered from that
get-back, end begen moving forward again. By April 1943 the American
II Corps, now under General Omar Bradley, wés, pushing from the west
toward Mateur and Bizerte in northern Tunisia, while the Britieh con-
tinued toward Tunis from south and east, ’

: ! .

The Germens had organized a whole series of positions pro-
tecting the velley to Mateur, end the key fortress of the area wes
Djebel Tahent, or Hill 609, The goldiers cslled it "Djebel Devil." |
This flat- topped hill with well-like cliffs at several points domi neted
open country on all sides It wes the objective of the 34th Divielon.

Al dey on 28 April the valley echoed with the rumble of
" shells and the gplitting of rock as American artillery kept up a .
gteady bomberdment, At 5:00 o'clock the next morning, the Infantry-
men jumped off., Men of one battallon worked their way up to three
rocky knolls at the base of the hill where & shower of enemy morter
ghelle and artillery chipped off greet chunke of rock which came
crashing down emong them. In hard, tricky fighting the men snsked
their way forwerd in and out emong the rocks. At dusk one battalion
had advenced half a mile up the southern slopes. Another 5 a.m.
attack continued the advance the next day. The Germans head orders . .
to hold the hill 1k days; after this second sttack they held it less
than 14 hours. Tanke of the lst Armored Regiment joined infantry
battalions moving up under fire from the hill., Doughe "grabbed and
held onto the teils of their tanks.™ Other bettalions hit the north-
ern noge of "Djebel Devil." After cleaning out the foothills and
the machine gun nests beyond, they fought thelr wey to the top kefore
nightfall. But the battle for 609 was not over. The enemy struck
back at dawn the next day. Men of Company ¥, 168th Infantry, spotted
the attecking force early. Then, like Putnam's men at.Bunker Hill,
they held their fire. When the Germens were within 200 yarde the
Yanks opered up. The surprise and the volume and accuracy of the
fire broke up the attack.
Troops-of the II Corps entered Bizerte on 7 May, and dur-
ing the next three days the British cut off all escape from Cape
Bon Peninsula., Germen snd Italian forcee surrendered more than
250,000 men to the Allied Armies.



B. MEDITERRANEAN: KNOCK-OUT OF ITALY

1. Around Sicily in 38 Days

After weeks of air bombardment on the island of Sicily,
the American Seventh and the British Eight Armies in July 1943
gailed eacross the Mediterranean Sea from North Africa for an in-
vagsion of that stepping-gstone to Italy.

_ A high wind spraeng up the night before D-day and a heavy
gea wag running when the invasgion fleet shoved off. High winds
made more dangerous the airborne landings of advance units of the
824 Airborne Division. If they failed to land where intended,
they were to fight anyway. Paratroopers scattered as far as 35
miles away from their intended drop zones. They did fight., In
small groups, or alone, paratroopers ambushed supply trucks, cut
up telephone lines. : '

: There were a lot of gea-gick men when the lst, h5th, and .
3d Divisions and the 24 Armored Division hit the beaches. But they
got ashore and went into action. In a way the high winds had been
helpful. -- they had put the enemy off guard.

The day after the landings the Herman Goering Panzer Divi-
gion hit the U. S. lst Division; its aim was to push the "Red One"
back to the sea. The "Red One" was an 0ld and respected enemy of
the Germens. ZEnemy tanks broke through the front lines and headed
for the beaches. The commander of the 16th Infantry ordered: "Every-
body stays put just where he ig! . . . . Don't let anything else
through." The cannon companies went into action to help artillery
and antitank guns. Ships off the coagt "joined the Army" as their
big guns poured fire into attacking tanks. The Fighting First at-
tacked. After hard fighting 1t knocked the German Panzer tanks back
from the beach.

Meanwhile other divisions went forward. The 23 Armored
("Hell on Wheels") and 3d Infantry ("Rock of the Marne") Divisions
covered 72 miles in two days, and then the 45th Division spear-
headed a drive eastward along the northern coast. Combat teams
leap-frogged one another along three routes to Messina, in the
northeagst corner of the island. When the 34 Division reached Mesaina,
remaining enemy forcea had fled into Italy. Sicily had been con-
quered in 38 days. Italy lay open to invasion.

i
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2. Salerno

"We have you covered." The capbure of Sicily signalled
the culmination of the Fifth Army‘s training and planning -- begun
in North Africa in January 1943 under the direction of General
Mark Clark -~ for-an invagion of the Buropean mainlend. While
Britigh troops, in a diversionary effort, crossed the narrow straits
of Messina into southern Italy, Americans and British of the Fifth
Army 's invasion forces get sail from African and Sicilian porta to
penetrate the fortresgs of Europe.

Announcement of the Italian surrender came on the eve of
this formidable invagsion. At one minute past midnight on 9 Sep-
tember, loud-speakers on the troop transports called the first boat
teams to their stationa. Soldiers clambered down nets into landing
craft., Soon the dark sea was alive with snubnosed craft circling
to reach their proper positions. In the darlmess gome coxswains
failed to locate their leaders. ILanes had been previously swept .
through the mine fields, but occasionally a loose mine drifted into
the paths of the boats. Spray drenched the men and their equipment.
Many soldiers became secsick. At last the landing craft turned east
into a line behind the guide boats 6, 00 yards from the Salerno
beaches. Behind them five other assault waves formed, and then came
boats with tanks, antiaircraft gunsg, ammunition trucks and heavy
weapons. Dukws -- 2— ton amphibian trucks -- carried in light ar-
tillery and antialrcraft guns. From the north, where the British
were firing a bombardment on their beaches, came the dull boom of -
heavy naval guns. Near Salerno flares and fires burning on the
mainland 11t up the sky., Bult Americans were heading for the beaches
gouth of Salerno without naval bombardment; they were trying for
surprige. .Ahead of the 36th Division the beaches were dark and
quiet., Then a voice came over a loudspeaker on shore. "Come on in
and give up,” it said; "we have you covered." The men wention in,
but they did not give up. Soldiers jumped into the shallow water,
waded to the narrow strip of sand, and started inland.

The next waves came in at eight-minute intervals.. Men
worked thelr way, creeping, crawling, ruaning, through barbed wire,
acrogss minefields, and around enemy machine guns and tanks outlined
in the light of flares.  Behind them shells sent up geysers in the
water, and the soldiers' gear from wrecked boats floated off-ghore.

During the first hour of the landings, Private J. C Jones
of Company E, 143d Infafntry, found about 50 men lost from their out-
fits. He gulded them off the beaches through bursting shells and
small-arms fire, and they wiped out some key machine gun negts on
their way. Sergeant Manuel Gonzales of Company F found = German
88um gun firing from the sand dunes toward the landing craft.



Machine-gun tracers set fire to his pack, but he wriggled out of it
and crawled up through bursting grenades toward the gun. Then he
threw his own grenades; they killed the gun creéw and blew up the
amunition.

Through fields of scrub growth, across shallow irrigation
ditchea, over dunes and low hills, the soldiers of the Fifth Army
fought to extend their beachhead.

, The Battle of the Tobacco Factory. The land west of the
Sele River was gently rolling, with scattered buildings and a few
small patches of woods. Iow hills furnished long fields of fire

for the defenders. On a knoll near the river stood a tobacco factory.
Its five large buildings formed three sides of an open square. Who-'
ever held this tobacco . factory commanded the flat lands and the roads
around it. On 11 September a German panzer division held it, and it
lay in the zone of the American 45th ("Thunderbird”) Division.

- Tenks attached to the 45th made the first move. Enemy half-
tracks and antitank guns in outlying buildings and strawstacks were
knocked out, but near the factory heavy German fire opened up and
knocked out seven American tanks. At midnight Germans still held
the Tobacco factory and the river crossings. Americen and British
battalions all along the line were having a rough time.

German counterattacks struck back at the Allies the next
day, but men of the 15Tth Infantry (45th Division) and their sup-
porting tapks continued their attack against the tobacco factory.
After an hour's fight, Americans held the factory. But again German
tanks and infantry counterattacked and Americans fell back. Artillery
and naval gun fire blasted the enemy column to a halt, and late in the

afternoon men of the 157th moved up under a gmoke Screen and retook the
factory. .

The next day the Germans counterattacked in full fury. Tanks
and infantry drove the Americans back out of the tobacco factory,
surrounded a battalion of the 157th Infantry, and smashed through a
gep in the lines toward the 158th and 159th Field Artillery Battalions.
Both artillery battalions stripped gun crews to & minimum and posted
all available men on a slope to dig in and hold with rifles and machine
guns and 3Tmm guns. The Division Band and Artillery Headquarters went
into the line. They scraped together 15 mechanice and truck drivers
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to strengthen weak spots. Sweating gun crews poured artillery fire

“on the German columns at & rate of eight rounds per minute per gun.
All=out efforts, called for, were made by the allied air forces, and
powerful 16-inch naval guns sent streams of shells into the Germen.

concentration area.

While the men reorganized and dug in for new onalaughts,
American reinforcements ceme in by parachute, glider, and boat. More
days of determined fighting saved the beachhead. In the evening of
18 September the 15T7th Infantry got back into the tobacco factory.
The Germans were in retreat, and the port of Naples fell before the
invaeding onslaught, assuring the breaching of the fortress.

3, "Mud, Mules, and Mountains."

A River Crossing: The Volturno. After capturing Naples
the Allies chased the Germans to the. Volturno River, 20 miles to the
north, where the Germans dug in for a fight.

On the night of 12 October 1945 a full moon 1lit up the
gharp peak of Mount Tifata and the open fields of the Volturno Valley.
At midnight the uneasy silence broke into the fire and roar of massed
artillery. - Machine guns and mortars joined in a fake attack down the
river. The Tth Infantry - the "Cotton Balers" which had fought with
Jackson at New Orleans — spearheaded the 33 Division attack at a
hairpin loop of the r1ver.

. Carrying guide ropes , rubber pontoons, and improvised
rafts, soldiers of the Tth marched quietly through muddy, plowed fields
to the river bank. While carrying parties worked to get boats and
heavy rafts down the slippery bank to the water's edge, assault
parties waded and swam the cold, swif't stream to anchor guide ropes
on the far gide. As ‘the boats started across, trees used for archor-.
ing guide ropes pulled out; rubber pontoon boats drifted far down
stream; the improvised rafts broke up in the swift current . Fortunately
enemy machine gunners, blinded by smoke shells, and occupying a higher
bank; fired too high. As men got across the river they gathered along
a sand bar under cover of the north bank and then, hanging on to the
bank, they moved upstream in Indian file. Some stepped on mines, and
ghells burst beside them, but the column kept moving until men could.
-get up on the bank and spread out in the fields. Other men waded the
river, holding rifles over their heads with one hand and grasping guide
ropes with the other to keep from being swept off their feet.



Just after crossing, Sergeant Raymond Oliver of Company
led his squad 400 yards along the river toward an enemy machine gun
which wag holding up the company. A German raiged up and threw a gren-
ade that wounded two men; Oliver charged and killed the German with his
carbine. Then he moved his squed to within 50 yards of the macuine
gun and led a 20-minute fight which knocked it out.

_ Similar actions in the divisions all along the Volturno
made the Fifth Army's crossing secure.

The Winter Line. As soon as the Allies broke through one
barrier in Italy, the Germans had another ready. Their Winter Line
was & succesgsion of interlocked defenses. Each mountain had to be
taken, each valley cleared, and then there were more mountains ahead
and sti1ll another main defense line to be broken. Men now got a fore-
tagte of conditions under which they would fight for months to come:
miserable days and nights when rain and snow turned every dirt road
into a quagmire and fog covered mountains and valleys where men
gtruggled along slippery trails too steep even for pack mules. It
took a lot of guts to outpost the lines, wade through endless mud to
repair telephone wire, carry wounded down from the mountaing, patrol
into enemy territory, and go on about their duties when winter weather
added to the other risks of war. One soldier wrote: 'These things...
congtitute war; rain and mud, cold and discomfort. . .of digging
and of sleepless nights and tirlng days, of being afraid and of being
hungry, of repairing roads and of building bridges, of being lonely..."

When the Fifth Army jumped off in Operation Raincoat in
December, the 1424 Infantry fought its way up Mount Maggiore. Tt
prepared for counterattack. Rain fell steadily; the only shelters were
a few caves in the mountaingide., The men had taken up all the am-
munition they could carry, a few mortars, and no food but "D" ration
chocolate bars. The only way of getting other supplies up was to pack
them over rough, muddy traila. Under constant enemy fire trails were so
steep that men had to crawl some of the way and haul the packs up by rope.
A round-trip of three miles took 12-hours. Planes' attempted to drop rations
to these positions, but the 1424 Infantry on Mount Maggiore was able to
recover only one pack of "K" rations from three drops. For three days
men lived on one "K" ration each, and they got their water from snow
or shell holes. Sleep was out oP the question.

On the flats, jeeps and trucks could churn through the mud;
~on the worst slopes, only men climbing upward a few inches at a time,
with a cage of rations or a can of water on their backs, could make the
grade. But there were miles of trails where only the mule could carry
the ammunition and food. At the beginning of November the 45th Division
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had 32 animals; by the end of December 1t had over 500, There was
such a shortage of animals that they were soon worn out or worked
to death.

Uﬁder guch conditions the Fifth Army fought toward the

Liri Valley. It was the gateway to Rome, but it came to be known
ag the Valley of the Purple Heart.

4., Cassino and Anzio

The Gustav Line, Relnforced concrete plllboxes, often
built in stone houses and on mountain sides, portable plllboxes --
called "steel crabs" -- barbed wire, and mine fields made the Gustav
- Line, guarding the Lirl Valley, a tough position to crack. Cassino

wag the key pogition In the defense. ' .

Anzio. In January the Allied Command decided to have the
Fifth Army %ry an end run. General Clark sent the 3d Division, together
with a British division and Rangers and Commandos around the enemy line
by water. They landed near Anzio, 50 miles behind the Gustav Line. The
" bold move caught the Germans by surprise, but after easy Allied landings,
the Nazis rushed divisions to stop this threat. The Germans threw attack
after attack againgt the beachhead. TFor the first time Fifth Army troops
were fully on the defensive. TFifth Army men held their ground. For
four months they were hemmed in while enemy guns, from 88mm to giant
280mm railroad guns raked the whole area. Soldiers called the 380's
the "Anzio Express” or "Anzio Annie.” Smoke generators on the beaches
lay screens of artificial fog which helped to reduce the accuracy of
enemy artillery and bombing planes; there wag only one real protection:
to go underground. But foxholes and dugouts filled with water. . Men in
the dugouts listened to improvised radio sets and laughed at the propa-
ganda of Axis Sally. The lst Armored Division built two underground
theaters. Sometimes men sang -- songs like "Lili Marlene,” "Dirty Gertie
from Bizerte.” ZEvery night cne to a half-dozen German air raide would
come, and artillery fire would step up in an attempt to ¢ripple the port
operations, the lifeline of the beachhead., No one was safe, there were
no rear areas ag such -- as many purple hearts were given to the sgervice
troops ag to the front line soldiers. Ammunition and gasoline dumps
were blown sky high by this incessant shelling and bowbing. The battle
of the beachhead remained a struggle till the end, until the Germans were
whipped.,

Shortly after the first landings at Anzio, the 3lhth and 36th
Divisions opened the battle for Casgino itgelf. But the mountain
defenges were too strong. Even after gome of the heaviegt bomb-
attacks by New Zealanders and Indians.



Finally in May, the U. S. Fifth and British Eighth Armies
launched .a big drive. They took Cassino ard joined up with troops
breaking out of the Anzio beachhead. Their squeeze opened the way to
Rome. On l; June Allied Forces marched into the Eternal Cltye

5. To the Alps

Allied armies chased the Germans 50 miles north of Rome; then
they ran into more of the mud, mountain, and mules warfare, The strong
force which General Mark Clark, as Commander of Fifth Army, had built
up for the May 19Ll offensive was steadily reduced by withdrawal of
units for other theaters, and pursuit slowed as extended supply lines,
demolitions and stiffening enemy resistance hampered the movement of
our troops. The last fifty miles of our advance to the Arno were studded
with hard-fought engagements. From the low hills south of the Arno
our troops could look across the broad Arno plain to the serrated peaks
. of the northern Appenines - the last mountain barrier blockln" the
approaches to the Po Valley.

By mid=-August the Pisa-Rimini line had been reached at most
points, The enemy still had behind him the Gothic line - a series of
fixed defenses in depth in the rugged Appenines even stronger than the
Gustav line, Fifth Army's mission was to press continually and destroy
German Divisions and the. Italian Fascist Army to divert enemy strength
from other fronts. It was a formidable task even for a stronger force
in less difficult terrain. That mission was accompllshed and by the
last of September some of the Gothic line positions had beén penetrated°
Allied froopqg after two months struggle from mountain to mountain in
a campaign which for intensity and sustained action matched any fought
by an allied Army, dug in for the difficult winter.

General Clark; who left Futa Pass Headquarters in December 194k
to assume command of the Fifteenth Army Group, spent the next months in
strengthening, resting, and regrouping his forces, strengthening supply
lines, and yet continually harassing the enemy. In /pril, a strong
attack was launched. Within a week the Allied Fcrces broke into the .
Po Valley. Then adrive into the foothills of the Alps, spearheaded by
the 10th Mountain Division, and the conquest of Italy had been completed.

C. OVERIQRD

1. D=-Day in Normandy

: Paratroopers. Men of the 82d and 10lst Airborne Divisions —=
these outfits were twins, formed on the same day in 1942 by dividing
the old 82d Division, Sergeant York's outfit, and adding parachute
regiments — would lead the way to France. 1%fc David K. Webster of
the 506th Parachute Infantry wrotes

o
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"Small brass pocket compasses were issued, so we might
find ourselves on the g¢round, znd.dime~store crickets for identifi-
cation o - o We drew American flags about five inches by three and
fastened them to the right sleeves of our jump jackets. We shaved
our heads. DBoxes of machine gun and mortar ammunition were rolled
in equipment bundles and attached to the bottoms of the planes. We
wove strips of green and brown burlap into our helmet nets for
camouflage. Then we drew Mae West life jackets.

"The night of June L we had an outstanding meal: steak,
green peas, mashed potatoes, white bread, ice cream, coffee == all
a soldier could ask for. A terrific wind was blowing, but we all felt
that our day had come. Some officer told us to go to bed, however;
we weren't leaving tonight. »

_ "By late afternoon of June 5 the wind had died down. We
were going. Cans of green paint circulated . . . as the men daubed
their faces in fierce Indian samouflage. Scme of them took charcoal
and blackened the skin-under their eyes and drew streaks down their
noses and foreheads . . . We ate a hurried meal of stew and left for
the airport. Nobody sang, nobody cheered . . . We boarded trucks and
drove to our planes . . . receiving seasick pills and round cardboard
ice cream containers, in case the pills didn't work. .We put on- our
gear and waited., s

"Ten~thirty. We clamber aboard the plane and sit down,

each in his silence . . » Ten=forty—-five. 'There they go ' the crew
chief shouts. 'They're off!' FEleven o'clock. Qur tail swings around.
We wheel about and head up the runway . . . I swallow my seasick pills. - »
My legs are weak and my throet is dry and I can only talk in a stutter=—
ing whisper . . . we are airborne."

The men thought to each other, "This is it {" And sharing
the same thought were men on five thousand vessels moving across the
Channel below in the greatest amphibious invasion in history. Troop
carrier planes ran into clouds as they approached the French coast,
and then flak began bursting all around them. Sergeant Thomas Buff
of the 10lst Airborne Division describes his landing:

- "Byes were fixed . . . on the red light . . . As he returned

to his post at the door, the jumpmaster bawled outs 'Is everybody
happy?*' 'Hell yes !' came the reply. We were careening from side to
side and going like .nobody's business when the green light flashed one o e
Just before I jumped, I yelled 'Bill Lee i' (Instead of the traditional
cry ‘'Geronimo' of parachutists, .men of the 10lst yelled 'Bill Lee §*
asthey jumped.over Normandy as a tribute to their first division commander =
the mar who is known as the father of American airborne forces.) o o o
At one and the same time, I was preparing to land; looking to see if I
~was being fired upon; . . . hoping I'd drift away from the . . . machine

gun fire on the ground; trying to judge where I would land . - » Tracers



on the ground streaked across the sky in all directions . . o It wasn't
a bad landing at all, save for coming in backward and coming down right
smack in the latrine for every cow in France . . . and how I smelled !
What a stench. I had cow dung all over me. But . . o I had landed;
and I was still very much alives"

Fog and flak had scattered the planes, and paratroopers
again were scattered miles apart when they landed. But the troopers
fought wherever they landed, and the scattersd shooting drove the
Germans crazy. As they rushed a patrol to find the parachutists in
one area, others would land in the opposite direction. When a
German commander stepped out he could hear shooting in every direc-
tion. Men of the 82d and 10lst Airborne Divisions gathereéd as best
they could to do their jobs.

i
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In one place Sergeant Harrison Summers of the 5024 Psra-=
chute Infantry gathered 15 men after daylight and led them down a road
toward the houses of a German barracks area. At the flrst house the
sergeant walked up and kicked open the door. Inside Germans were fir-
ing out the windows and ‘di1d not even look up until Summers sprayed them
with his tommy gun. Four Krauts dropped, and the others ran to another
house. The Yanks ran into the second house; the Germans had left 1it.
Now Lieutenant Elmer Brandenberger Joined the group, and while Private
William Burt fired a machine gun at the third house, he and Sergeant
Summers ran for the door. An explosion knocked down the lieutenent,
but Summers smashed the door and entered firing. One long burst of
his tommy gun got all six Germans Inslde. As summers started for the
next house a captain from the 824 Division joined him, but a sniper -
got the ceptain before they had moved 20 yards. ZPrivate John Camlen
Joined the sergeant, and teking turns with carbine and tommy gun, ) »
they cleaned out the next five bulldings and killed 30 Germens. Then
the two men rushed toward a bigger bullding. They kicked open the
door of-a troop mess hall. At the tables sat 15 German chowhounds.
Summers cut them down as they started to get up.

Next was a two-story barracks. An attack on that falled
and ‘resulted in four paratroopers killed and four wounded. But
Private Burt fired tracers from his machine gun into a haystack. It
started a fire which spread to an ammunition shed. As shells began
to explode, about 30 Germens came pouring out from the shed -- only
to be shot down as they ran for the barracks. Then Sergeant Roy
Nickrent arrived with a bazooka. He fired seven rockets into the
barracks, and the last one set fire to it. The remaining Germens =-
about a hundred =-- made a dash for safety. Just then other para-
troopers ceme up from the west, and men from the 4th Division --
men who had come in over Utah Beach -~ came up. Between them they
wiped out the Germen garrison. It was 4 p.m. Summers and his group
sat down in the last house and had a smoke.

While similar groups of paratroopers and glidermen fought
through the meadows and orchards, other soldiers were flighting bltter
battles on the beaches. As British and Canadians went in to the left,
Americans landed at the beaches given the code names 'Utah' and'Omaha .’
Men of the 4th Division led the way to Utah Beach, and, surprising the
* Germans, they quickly moved inland. They fought across hedgerows and
streams to link up. with the airborne :outfits. '

On Omeha Beach the golng was tougher. Men of the lst and
29th (Blue and Gray) Divisions moved across underwater obstacles and
mines; machine gun and cannon fire from pillboXes. swept the beach.
Rangers attacked up a cliff for a Nazl gun battery, and, like Scott ‘s
men at Chapultepec, they brought up ledders to meke the climb; when
they found the guns already knocked out they attacked inland.
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By nightfall on D Day, all beaches were secure and the
Allies were in France to stay°

2. St. Lo

Hedgerows and Sunken Roads. St. Lo was a key to German
* defenses in the Americaen sector of Normandy, and until it could be
taken, General Bradley s First Army would not have room to get seib
for an allwout drive

Hedgerows criss-crossed the country around St. Lo. There
were banks of dirt, sometimes with stomes in them;, two to four feet
thick and three to six feet high. Treee or shrubs grew from their
tops. They enclosed fields -=- usually meadows or orchards -- of
irregular shapes and sizes about 50 yards wide and a hundred yards
long. Many sunken roads and trails ran between hedgerows in all
directions. -The Germens made full use of this ground. They put
machine guns at the corners and riflemen and machine pilstols along
the hedge; often they cut holes through the hedgerowse to fire through.
Sometimes they wired a machine gun to a tree on top of a hedge and
‘tled a string to the trigger; then they fired 1t without getting out
of their holes. In the trees snipers and artillery observers watched
- for attacking Americans. ZEach meadow and each hedgerow became &
battlefield for an American platoon or squaed. While some men stayed
behind their own hedgerow and sprayed the one to the front with
machine gun and rifle fire, small groups worked their way up the
sides of hedgerows toward the German positions and rooted them out
with grenades or rifles. When possible, artillery would blast the
hedgorows ahead. Sometimes engineers would blow & hole through the
hedgerows with TNT, or tank-dozers would come up and cut a hole. Day
after day the slow Battle of the Bedgerows went on.

" Sleeping in a foxhole fully clothed while a buddy stood
guard, the doughboy would be up before dawn. He would eat his "K"
ration breakfast =- a tin of cold, ground ham snd egg, and "dog
biscuits" -- and be ready to Jump off for the next attack.

Finally, on 18 July, men of the 29th Division pushed into
the town from the east while the 35th (Santa Fe) Division, President -
Truman's old outfit, drove in from the north. They found 5t. Lo
completely leveled.

Breakout. On 25 July General Bradley ordered the attack
to break out of Normandy. Bombers flew in to drop 4,700 tons of



bombs on a strip five miles wide and a mile deep. The 9th, 4th, and
30th Divisions Jumped off, and after a slow gain at first the 1lst
Division end the 2d and 3d Armored Divisions followed througha More
divisions poured through the break and fanned out to south and east
The Battle of the Hedgerows had become the Battle for France ‘

3. Race Across France

Mortain Counterattack. Hitler decided a desperate gamble ==
a counterattack to Avranches and the sea to cut off the tail of the ..
U. S. Third Army. General Bradley decided to let the Third keep going;
the First Army would stop the counterattack. But Germen panzer divi-
sions drove through and recaptured Mortain; they surrounded two bat-
talions of the 50th (014 Hickory) Division. One of the commanders
‘reported° "To us that night will always epitomize the confusion of
warfare. It would have been funny if it hadn't been such a serious
matter ... . The Germans . . . infiltrated into our territory e
Finally, everybody had everybody else surrounded -~ 1t was a sandw1ch'
We had to 'fight' our supplies in to our units. One of dur ‘lieuten-
ants tapped a man on the shoulder to ask if he was’ from,K‘Qompany -
and the German turned around and fired at him with a burp gun." But
tanks and doughs broke through to the '"Lost Battalions" and American
soldiers stopped the attack. Now the Allies caught.the Germans in a
pocket between British and Canadians on the north and Americans on
the south

0ld Battlefields. General Courtney Hodgesﬂ First U. S
Army turned to the north and east and in a week it drove across old
battlefields over which Allies and Germans had’ fought for months ‘or
years during World War I -- Chateau-Thierry > + . Solssons . .- the
Merne . . . the.Somme . . .. Cambral . ... Sedan. At Mons the lst
Division and 3d Armored Division caught a confused mass of Germans
trying to .get back to Germany. Parts of three German armies were
moving eastward, away. from British attacks along the coast, unaware
that Americans stood between then and ‘the Fatherland. Nearly 20
disorganized divisions got caught in the trap Air. and ground atn
tack killed thousands of the enemy and wrecked hundreds of wagons
and trucks and guns. Nearly 30,000 surrendered. Men of the First
Army continued eastward into Belgium, took Liege, crossed Luxembourg,
and on 11 September entered Germany

. “He Who Continues the Attack Wins." Meanwhile , the Third
Army of General George S.. ("01d Blood and Guts') Patton raced across
France to the east _qeneraleisenhower reported:s "With his main
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 forces trapped and broken in Normandy, the enémy had no means of check-
ing the Third Army drive, the brilliant rapidity of which was perhaps
‘the most spectacular ever seen in modern mobile warfare. The three
corps, each spearheaded by an armored division, raced headlong toward
"Paris and the Selne with an lmpetus and spirit characteristic of their
leader, at once guarding the flank of the armies to the north and seek-
ing fresh objectives of their own." Tanks and trucks filled with sol--

- diers overran Orleans, Rheims, Chalons, Verdun, Toul, Nancy. On 11
September the Third met columns of the Seventh U. S. Army which had
landed, together with French forces, on thé Riviera of Southern France
and then .come up the Rhone Valley. But along the Moselle River --
in the area of Metz and Nancy -- German defense stiffened. Allied
drives came to & stop. ’

East of Nancy Americans fought for Sugar Loaf Hill, a hill
from which Germans could direct artillery fire on the city. A bat-
- talion took the hill one afternoon, but the Germans recaptured it
" that night. Patton told the corps commander two sayings: One was
" what Lee supposedly said at .Chancellorsville: "I was too weak to
defend, so I attacked;" +the other was a saying of Grant's: "In
every battle there comes a time when both sides consider themselves
beaten; then he who continues the attack wins." The corps com-
mander ordered ancther attack. The next day doughs rode tanks up

- Sugar Loaf Hill and took it back. That night they beat off the
German counterattack. - 4

_ Some time later strong German attacks threatened de-
fensive positione of a division in Gremecey Forest, east of Nancy.
The corps commander gave permission to withdraw to stronger posi-
tions behind a small river. But when Patton hesard about it he said,

/"Withdrew, hell, we'll attack!" He called for the 6th Armored
%Ton. This outfit was in the rear area repairing equipment.
But that night it moved up, and at dawn the tankers swept around
the woods, shooting it up as they went, and through the towns to
the front. Two hundred prisoners came back; infantrymen got back
their old positions ‘and kept them.

. 4. Aachen

The Siegfried Line. The Siegfried Line (the Germans
called it the West Wall) was a continuous network of pillboxes and
entrenchments extending along the western boundary of Germany from
the. Dutch border to Switzerland. The reinforced concrete pillboxes
had walle and roofs four to eight feet thick, and they housed na-
chine guns or. 37mm guns and their crews. Where there was no river
or ditch in front of them, the Germans had bullt rows of concrete

- dragon's teeth as tank obstacles.




When an Allied airborne effort failed to get around the
Siegfried Line at Arnhem, the First U. S. Army got set to go through
it at Aachen, a German city of 160,000 peace-time population.

Crucifix Hill. By 30 September units of the lst Division
had Aachen nearly surrounded. The 30th Divieion, the seme division
which had broken the Siegfried Line in the Meuse-Argonne in 1918, joined
in the fight, but it was slow-going. One area holding up the lst was a
fortified hill ~- Crucifix Hill =-- which domlinated the southern ap-
proaches. Men of the 18th Infantry attacked the maze of piliboxes on
the hill, but heavy fire pinned them down. Captain Bobble Brown of '
Company.C got a pole charge -- a pole with a charge of TNT on one end --
and went after the first pillbox a hundred yards away. He crawled
under machine gun fire, and then ran to the bunker, rammed his ex-
plosive through the firing slit, and Jumped back as the pillbox blew
up. Brown returned to his assault platoon, got another pole charge,
and ran through mortar and machine gun fire to knock out a second
and then a third pillbox. Other companies of the battalion advanced
up other slopes of the hill, and it fell to American hands. Other
hills came under control in the same way. T

Street Fighting. On 13 October the 26th Infantry (lst _
Division) fought into the edges of Aachen and three days later troops
of the 1lst and 30th Divisions linked up to complete & ring around
the city. Still the German commander refused surrender. American
dive-bombers and artillery poured tons of bombe and shells 1nto the
city. Then doughboys went in and cleaned it out. For seven days
they fought "from house to house and sewer to sewer." They kept out
of streets as much as possible and advanced through blocks of build-
ings by blowing holes through the walls with bazookas or blocks of
INT from one building to the next. With rifles, submachine guns,
and grenades, they fought their way to the top of six-story buildings
and then sometimes would have to fight back down again as more Germans
came in after them. Self-propelled 155mm guns (Long Toms) and tank
destroyers moved up through the rubble in the streets to blast away
at. bunkers and cellars and houses in the' next block. Surrender came
on 21 October, .end the first large German city was in American hands.

’

5. Bulge 1n.the Ardennes

, Winter counterattack. In the hilly forests of the Ardennes,
American soldiers bedded down on the night of 15 December with no
more worry than ever in this "quiet sector' of the Western Front.
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They awoke to the roar of cannon, the chatter of machine guns and the
rumble of tanks. Sleepy men in division rear areas looked out in the
mist to see trucks of Germans rolling through the area. Tanks smashed
through an artillery airplane field before the pllots could get to
them. Twenty-four German divisions ~-- including 12 panzer -- were at-
 tacking through the thinly-held Ardemnes in Hitler's last grest bid

to smash the Allles in the West. The Germans used a full bag of tricks

to help their great force. They had a pamzer divislion outfitted with
Americaen and British tanks, guns, and equipment. They sent groups of
" men, wearing American uniforms, in Jeeps through American lines to
break communilcation lines, change road signs, rearrange signs cover=
ing mine fields, misdirect traffic, and generally create havoc.
There was a rumor that Eisenhower was marked for assassination. German
paratroopers dropped along the northern edge of the Bulge. There Wwas
a fantastic scheme for a maes break of all German prisoners in France
and England at this time; they planned to. seize Allied weapona and pre-=-
pare the way for invasion of Britain. )

But American soldiers fought back. Suspicilous guards de-
manded answers on the Brooklyn Dodgers and the pennant race -or the
" names of state capitals or comlc strip characters before they would
let a man through. The 2d Division, at Belleau Wood fame, in one of
the great division actionms of the war, withstood attacks of a German
corps for 36 hours until others could Join.it; they held the First -
Army line in the north. The 24 Armored Divislon slugged it out with
a German panzer division and drove it back with heavy losses. The
great fight of the 7th Armored Division at St, Vith, while German
columns rolled far to the west, disrupted the whole German schednle,
end it made possible the build-up of a defense line

"Nutsi" Another headache for the Germans was Bastogne.

. The 82d and 10lst Airborne Divisions had moved up from reserve, and

while the 824 continued northeastward toward Stavelot, the 10lst went
- into position around the important road center of Bastogne. When
the Germans got to Bastogne, men of the 10lst Airborne, and of Combat
Commend B, 10th Armored Division, who shared the defense with them,
were ready. When the Germans could not get through the town, then,
.they surrounded it. Americans inside said, "We ‘re the hole in the
doughnut !" A little before noon on 22 December a party of Germans
came to.the American lines carrying a white flag. They had a note
which read: '"To the USA Commander of the encircled town of Bastogne:
The. fortune of war is changing. This time the U. S. A. forces in
and near Bastogne have been encircled by strong Germen ermored ~
units . . .There is only one possiblility to save the encircled U.S.A.
troops from total annihllation: +that 1s the honorable surrender of
the encircled town." General McAuliffe, commanding Bastogne, took



a sheet of paper and wrote one word on it -- *Nute,® Commander of the
327th Glider Infantry carried the message back to the waiting German
officera. "If you don't understend what 'Nuts' means,™ he told them,
"in plain English it is the same as 'Go to hell'. And I will tell you
gomething else ~- 1f you continue to attack we will kill every damn
German that tries to break into thig city." The Germans comtinued to
attack, and the defenders continued to kill them.

Counter-counterattack. When Patton, whose Third Army still
wag attacking in the Saar 125 miles south of the Ardennes, heard of the
German breakthrough, he sgaid, "Fine, we should open up and let ‘em get
all the way to Paris; then we'll saw 'em off’at the base." What 0ld
Blood and Guts meant was that when the Germans came out of their pill-
boxes to attack, it might be possible for Americans to hit them from
both sides and put the equeeze on them. Within two days after receiving
orders the Third Army had pulled back from its attack in the Saar (the
Seventh Army took over there), had hundrede of guns and trucks rolling
northward, and had three divisions attacking through the snow toward
Bastogne, It wae one of the greatest ghifts of the wer, Thirty-five
battalions of artillery -- now shooting new "proximity" fuse amuunition,
the shells with a radio set in the nose to meke it burst Jjust above .
German foxholee -- poured thousande of rounde into the woods, and bomb-
ing planes struck at the Germans. The day after Cuhristmse some tanks
of the 4th Armored Division got into Bastogne, but the most bitter
fighting in the Battle of the Bulge was yet to come. On 3 Jsnuary
"Lightnin' Joe" Collins' VII Corps opened the big Firet Army.counter-
attack from the north. After twelve days of glow attack through woods
and hills, the two Armies were approaching each other. A Third Army -
patrol hiked twenty miles in the freezing weather to make first contact
with First Army troops near Houffelize. Now Americans turned eastward
and pushed the remsining German forces out of the Bulge.

Audle Murphy° In order to keep troops of General Devers?
Southern Group of Armlies tied up, the Germsns launched an attack in
Alsace at the same time that they attacked in the Ardemnes. As in the
north, Americen goldiers stopped thie threat, and again individuwal and
gmall unit action played a big part in turning the trick. In one
gector of Alsace the 15th Infantry - the "Cen Do" reglment -- held a
defensive position. Commanding Company B was 24 Lt Audie Murphy, a
man who had entered the Army as a private, had earned a commission on.
the battlefield, and had won the Distinguiehed Service Crogs amd the
Silver Star. One day in Jemuary gix Germen tanks and waves of
infantry attacked Company B. Murphy ordered the company to with-
draw to a woods, but he remained at his command post to direct
artillery fire. A tank destroyer behind him got a direct hit and
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started to burn -- and the Germans kept coming. Murphy ran to the
burning TD, climbed to its deck, and opened fire with the .50 caliber
machine gun. Germans got as close as ten yards, but he mowed them
down. After his fire had killed about 50 infantrymen, the German tanks
turned back. Murphy got back to his company and organized a counter-
attack which drove the Germens out. His actlion won the Medal of Horor.

6. The Bridge

After elimination of the Bulge, one great barrier yet re-
mained before the Western Allles =-- the Rhine River. When Allied
armies approached, an old rallroad bridge == the Lundendorff Brildge
at Remaegen ~- was the only bridge yet standing. At 3:15 p.m. on 7
March 1945 men of the 9th Armored Division came in sight of the
bridge. They learnsed from a Germsn prisoner that the bridge was to
be blown up at 4 o'clock. It took 35 minutes for men of Compeny A,
27th Armored Infantry Battalion, to reach the approaches to the bridge.
Tanks went into position near by to. cover the crossing. The enemy
set off a charge that blew a crater in the approaches, but men of
Company A went around it; at ten minutes till four they ran out omn the
"long span. Another charge went off out on the bridge and it knocked
out some supports and flodring, but the men raced on. The cap went
off on & 500~pound charge of TNT, but failed to set 1t off:. Enginsers
" hurried onto the bridge and began cutting wires and throwing charges
into the river. When they got to the main cable, their small pliers
would not cut it, but Sergeant Dorland smashed it with three shots
from his carbine. German machine gunners 1n the towers of the bridge
sprayed the running Americens until Sergeants Joseph Delisio and Mike
Chincher went up after them, Sergeant Alexander Drabik reached the .
opposite side, and quickly men fanned out. Soms cleaned out a tunmel.
Others started up the steep hill, and there they got into a fight.
Men held to roots on the hill while Germans shot at them and rolled
rocks down toward them. But other troops soon were streaming across
the bridge, and the First Army had a bridgehead across the Rhine. A
slgn appeared -on the bridge: '"Cross the Rhine with Dry Feet Courtesy
of the 9th Armored Division." ‘ ' .

7. The Fall of Germany

When the Americen Ninth and First Armies linked up on 1
April near Lippstadt they had encircled the industrial Ruhr Valley
and bagged over 300,000 Germans in what General Marshall called the
blggest pocket in the history of warfare.



From here Allied Armies raced across Germany. Americans
drove into Austria, into Czechoslovakila, and to the Elbe River within
50 miles of Berlin. On 25 April, Americens met the Russians on the
Elbe, and on 7 May 1945, representatives of the Germasn High Command .
surrendered at General Eisenhover 's headquarters in a school building
at Rheims

D. A TRADITION -FOR PROGRESS

1. New‘Developmente&

The Army is always changing. Change during peacetime -
leads to victory in battle. For example, lock at the changes in the
rifle. The old matchlock gave way to the wheel- lock and flintlock.
Breech-loading rifles replaced the old muzzle-loading rifle. Each
change brought on improvement. The change in the rifle most obvious
to the soldier today is the switch from the 1903 Springfield to the
Garand or Ml rifle.

The Gerand semiautomatic rifle was the best in World War
II and the best hand weapon ever put on the battlefield in large
numbers. With the semiautomatic rifle, a man can shoot faster, be
more alert, and keep his senses glued where they ought to be -- away
from the rifle and on the target. There is no delay of bolt action
as with the Springfield. The Garand has much less kick and an easily
set rear sight. o ' '

' The best proof of how good it 1s was the attitude of
Marines on Guadalcanal. Nearly. all Marines carried the 1903 Spring-
field because they felt that it was a better gun. They were prob-
ably right if they wanted high scores on the firing range, but 1n
battle he who "gets there fustest with the mostest" wins the day.
The Garand has more bullets for quick action and can put them out a
lot faster.

» ~ The Merines at Guadalcanal soon realized their mistake.
From almost the first minutes of combat on Guadalcanal they began
loocking for a semiautomatic rifle. They began to make ‘'"moonlight
requisitions" on the Army supply. As they began to get a few Garands
up front ‘the demand increased. The behavior of one Marine corporal
is typical of ‘their attitude: Shortly after thé landing on Guadal-
canal-on a’ 1oint Infantry~Marine patrol this Marine -corporal of the
24 Mérine Raider Battalion walked squarely behind en Army sergeant
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of the 1324 Infantry, Americal Division. After a while the Army ser=
geant asked the Marine corporal why he kept so close behind him. The
ansvwer came quickly, "You‘'ll probably get plcked off first, Mac. Be-
fore you hit the ground, I°'l1l throw this demn Springfield away and
grab your Garand!" ©Now, by all past standards, the Garand is the
infantryman‘s perfect weapon. But past standards are not good enough
for the Army. Its weapons .must be checked congtantly:to.suit. men.who
use them in battle. The faults of the Garand which showed up in
battle are being ironed out. However perfect the Gerand's perfor-
mance in the past, it is being tested to be made even better for the
. future.

As with the Gerand, the Army does not accept other weapons
on the standerds of the past. There is a continuous search for nsw
and more efficient designs and methods which extends from the proper
length of the soldier‘’s shoelaces to research on the atomic bomb.
Recently Army outfits have received recoilless cannons which a dough-
boy can fire from his shoulder. The Coast Artillery hes been experi-
mentlng with supersonic rockets which now can fire 70 miles in the air
and some day will fire across the Atlantic. Huge planes which can
carry a company at a time are being perfected. It is not only scienb=
ists in laboratories who work out new weapons. - The best Jjudge of
thelr value is the soldier himself who will use them in battle.

Boards of Army experts constantly study how to develop brand~-new
ideas. Although a scientist may work out these new ideas, -1t 1is the
soldier who thinks them up and tests them. -

As with weapons, the Army mekes use of its tradition of
leadership in victory. Today many Army men who teach in training
divisions are veterans of the last war and became .leaders while under
fire. Up until 1947 the only way & man could become a leader was to
learn the hard way, on the battlefield or on the job. Since early
1947, the Army has been bringing together and spelling out what it .
takes to meke a leader. The experlence of Army leaders in all wars
glves us the raw maeterial for this study. Now training divisions
give Leaders® Courses where soldiers may find out the kind of thing
that made Alvin York a great sergeant, or Washington a great general.
Now, because of bigger and better weapons which make men spread out
more than they used to in battle, the Army needs more leaders than
ever before. The Leaders® Course glves men who have abllity a chance
to become leaders of the future. There is no magic in leadership.

By studying the leaders of the past, by using the help of scilence,

and by putting all he has into it, a man can become the kind of leadsr
who can carry on the tradition of the Army and add to its achievements.
As General Washington put it, "the road to glory is thus opened to all.



2. Remember

These are a few of the achievements of your Army and some
of its tradltions. Someday when you are walking along in the snow,
and it is so cold that the snow squeaks under your shoes, think for a
moment of Washington's barefoot men at Valley Forge, or remember the
American soldiers who fought through the snow at Bastogne.

Sometime when the going seems tough, when i1t is hard to
see the point of all this training, remember the difference that
long hours of training made in Scott‘s Regulars at Chippewa. And
the next time you squeeze off a bull's eye on the rifle range, re-
member the sharpshooters of Morgan's Riflemen at Saratoga. Remember
the difference between soldlers at Bull Run and socldiers of the same
armies at Gettysburg.

When you find yourself tramping through woods and briars
some November, think of the doughboys who fought through the Argonne
Forest. Or if you get into a thick Jungle growth some hot summer
day, remember the soldlers who fought Japs through the Jungles of
Guedalcansl.

Someday when the heat is unbearable, and the wind blows
dust all through your %ent or barracks, remember ."0ld Rough and
Ready" Taylor's men on the Rio Grande. Some hot day when you have
been marching down dusty roads the whole day, and you reach for your
canteen of lukewarm water, think for a moment of Kearney's men who
marched over the Santa Fe Trail and then across the desert and all -
the way to the California coast.

Now and then, ‘remember about these things. Always re-
member the great tradition of the American soldier -- duty, honor,
loyalty, leadership., The tradition of the U. S. Army is a tradi-

tion for winning, a tradition for doing better. "0ld Soldiers never
die.

-
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SECTION LV

AIDS FOR INSTRUCTCR -

SLOGANS - MOTTOS

Chapter 1 - Revolution and War of 1812

DON 'T TREAD ON ME
The Minutemen, 1775

DON'T SHOOT TILL YOU SEE THE WHITES OF THEIR EYES
Putnam at Bunker Hill

DO IT BETTER YET _
Alexander Hamilton, Btry D, 5th FA

- THE FINEST REGIMENT IN THE WORLD
Morgan's Riflemen at Saratoga

ORDER ON MORGAN TO BEGIN THE GAME
Gates at Saratoga

‘THE ROAD TO GLORY IS OPEN TO ALL '
' Washington's order on the Purple Heart

THOSE ARE REGULARS BY GOD
Battle of Chippeva

ILL TRY, SIR
Miller,..5th Infantry, Lundy's Lane

Chapter 2 - Mexican War
‘A LITTLE MORE GRAPE, CAPT.. BRAGG
"0ld Rough and Ready" at Buena Vieta

BRAVE RIFLES, YOU HAVE COME OUT 'STEEL
"0ld Fuss and Feathers" at Mexico Glty

TO THE HALLS OF MONTEZUMA



Chapter 2 - Civil War

Ed

WHEN IN DOUBT, FIGHT
; . U. S. Grant

FIRST CATCH THE RABBIT
Siege of ‘Vicksburg

I WILL HOLD THE TOWN TILL WE STARVE
Thomas at Chattancoga

!

FIGHT IT OUT ON THIS LINE IF IT TAKES ALL SUMMER
Grant at Spottsylvania

HOLD THE FORT, FOR I'M ACOMIN'®
Sherman at Kenesaw Mountain

Chapter 3 - Spanish-American War

ALL WHO ARE BRAVE, FOLLOW ME .
: Ord at San Juan Hill

Chapter 3 - Boxer Rebellion

KEEP UP THE FIRE
“Liscum at Tientsin"

Chapter 4 - World War I
LAFAYETTE, WE ARE HERE
: Americans in Paris, 1917

SEND ME MEN WHO CAN SHOOT AND SALUIE
“Pershing of the AEF, 1917

DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY :
Motto of West Point

I ONLY CAPTURED 132
Sgt York in the Argonne
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C'hapter 5.- Victory over Japan

KEEP THE FLAG FLYING
MacArthur at Bataan

Chapter 6 - Victory in Europe

WITHDRAW HELL, WE'LL ATTACK
. Patton at Nancy
NUTS
McAuliffe at Bastogne



PHOTOGRAPHS
Chapter 1 - Revolutilon
BUNKER HILL
"Don't Fire Till You See the Whites of Their Eyes."

CROSSING THE DELAWARE

MORGAN 'S RIFLEMEN -- SARATOGA - 2 pictures
"Order on Morgan to Begin the Geme"

HAMILTON *S BATTERY AT TRENTON 86559
VALLEY FORGE SC 320427

YORKTOWN SC 3204%2

Chapter 1 - War of 1812
COL MILLER AT LUNDY'S LANE SC 320436
"[111 Try, Sir"

JACKSON AT NEW ORLEANS -
"Cotton Bales and Rifles"

4 Pictures of Uniforms

Chapter 2 - Mexlcan War

BRAGG 'S BATTERY AT BUENA VISTA SC 320457
"A Little More Grape, Capt Bragg."

. KEARNEY 'S MARCH -- ATTACK ON COLUMN SC 320460
VERA CRUZ SC 320462

EL TELEGRAFO SC 320445
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MEN CLIMBING HEIGHTS TO CHAPULTEFEC 320446
STORMING CHAPULTEPEC SC 320uLk

UNIFORM 1838 SC 89843

Chapter 2 - Civil War

DEFENSE OF WASHINGTON SC 320480

DEFENSE OF WASHINGTON SC 320479

WOUNDED SOLDIER IN TRENCHES AT VICKSBURG SC 320477
COMBAT AT FRELERICKSBURG SC 320490
PICKETT 'S CHARGE SC 320492 \

“LOAD WITH CANISTER" -- CUSHING'S BATTERY AT GETTYSBURG Dept Imterior 239
CROSSING THE JAMES RIVER SC 320487

PETERSBURG -- MEN IN TRENCHES SC 320500

PETERSBURG -~ HEAVY ARTILLERY SC 320482 -

RICHMOND SC 320497

. - UNIFORM 1860 SC 898

Chapter 3 - WINNING OF THE WEST

LAST STAND AGAINST THE INDIANS SC 320509 ,

INDIAN WARS SC 320502



10.

Chapter 3 - SPANISH-AMERICAN WAR

CUBAN LANDING SC 320509
THE ROUGH RIDERS SC 320510

ROUGH RIDERS AT SAN JUAN HILL SC 320512

Chepter 3 - PHILIPPINE INSURRECTION

LIGHT ARTILIERY IN THE PHILIPPINES SC 320516
PHILIPPINE INSURRECTION SC 32051k
PHILIPPINE OFFENSIVE SC 320515

UNTFORM 1808 .

Chapter 4 - WORLD WAR I

BIG GUN SC 320531

MANEUVERS -- "TRAIN TO ATTACK“ SC 320523
"DUTY, HONOR, COUNTRY" : WEST POINT CADETS
MCVING'UP SC 320535 | '
GAS ATTACK: CANTIGNY SC 320529

OUTPOST -- CHATEAU-THIERRY SC 320530

ACTION IN MEUSE-ARGONIE : 37mm GUN SC 320553
RIFLEMEN IN THE ARGONNE SC 320536

UNTFORM 1917 |

UNIFORM 1927
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Chapter 5 - VICTORY OVER JAPAN

SOUTHWEST PACIFIC - JUNGLE FIGHTING SC 316042
SOUTEWEST PACIFIC - JUNGLE FIGHTING SC 253457
VINEGAR JOE'S WAIK OUT OF BURMA

MAKIN LANDING SC 320549

PACIFIC STEPPING STONE: KWAJALEIN SC 212770
IANDING IN THE MARIANNAS SC 320550

SMOKTNG THEM OUT -- PHILIPPINES SC 205903
VILLA VERDE TRAIL -- PHILIPPINES SC 205884
PANAY ACTION -- PHILIPPINES SC 204239

RETURN TO CORREGIDOR SC 201138
FLAME-THROWING TANK. -- OKINAWA SC 208095

OKINAWA SC 209108

Chapter 6 - VICTORY IN EUROPE

HILL 609 SC 303937

_LANDING AT SALERNO SC 181224

MUD AND MULES SC 201908
CASSINO SC 25§682

ANZIO SC 320556

ANZIO BEACHEEAD SC 212357
D DAY BRIEFING SC 194399

ADVANCE ON NORMANDY BEACHHEAD SC 190062



9. HEDGEROW FIGHTING SC 191625-S
10. AMERICAN SOLDIERS IN HOLIAND SC 320591
11. SIEGFRIED LINE SC 200383-S

12. STREET FIGHTING -- AACHEN SC 201731
13. BATTLE OF THE BULGE -- SNOW SC 198536
14. GUIDED MISSILES SC 245073

15. REMAGEN BRIDGE SC 201973-S
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MAPS

Bemis Heights

"Order on Morgan to begin the GameV

‘The Cowpens

Battle of Chippews
"Those sre Regulars, by God"

Battle of Buena Vista
"A Little More Crape™

Chapultepec

Vicksburg
"First, Catch the Rabbit"

‘Getpysburg

Battle of El Cansy and'Santiago
The Lost Pattalion.

Pacific Combat Zone

Sicily and Itaiy

Battle of the Bulge



SECTION V

-

LIST OF REFERENCES FOR SUPPLEMENTAI READING

General

The History of the United States Army, Willlam A. Ganoce

New York: D. Appleton-Century Co, 1943.

Good general history.

The United States Army in War and Peace, Oliver L. Spaulding

New York: G. P, Putnam's Sons, 1937.

Interesting general history.

Wer Through the Ages, Lynn Montross

Revised edition. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1946

of barticular value for development of weapons.

Our Soldiers Speak, 1775 - 1918, William Matthews and Dixon Wector,

editors. Boston: Little, Brown, 1943.

Vivid accounts of participants.

Revolution

Triumph of Freedom, John C. Miller, Boston: Little, Brown, 1948

Best, most recent, general account.
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War of 1812

The War of l8l2,Aanry Adams, edited by H. A, De Weerd; (from

Henry Adams' History of the United Spates). Washingtons

The Infantry Journal Press, 19k.

War with Mexico

Rehearsal for Conflict: The War with Mexico, 1846 - 1848.

New York: A. A. Knopf, 1947.

Popular account.

- Civil War

Ordeal by Fire, Fletcher Pratt.. New York: W. Sloane Associates, 1948.

Fresh approach. .

. The American Illlad, Otto Eisenschmid and R. Newmen. Indienapolis:
Bobbs-Merrill Co, 1947.

Eye-witness accounts.

Gettysburg, E. S. Miers and R. A. Brown. New Brunswlck:

Rutgers University Press, 1948.

WOrld War 1

A History of the World War, Liddell Hart. Boston:

Little, Brown & Co, 1935.



World War 11

World War II: A Concise History, Roger W. Shugg and H. A. De Weerd.

Washington: Infantry Journal Press, 1946.

\

Anmerican Forces in Action, Series, Department of the Army.

Short accounts on unit actlions in all theaters.

History of World War II;, Francis T. Miller. Philadelphia:

John C. Winston, 1945.

Well-illustrated, popular style.
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