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THR QUIET FRONT BY CAMBRAI,

The Siegfried pesition located sauth of end pagoing Cexbrei, via St.Quen-
1o Fere %o the Chenin des Dames, wap occupied in March, 1917..-1hrough an
nioaa GHGSJW"G move, the Gsrmon leadership had timely thwartsd the enomy's
ns of avback ageinst the horetofors Gormgn front., Tho attoupts of the En»

nta, ‘c breck unrouon on both sides of Arros ond onm the Adsne os well as
vhb Champugne, thus net with do guccess in oepturing this new Geruan poulnloh
through outflouking.
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South of the battlefield of Arras, opposite of Cambrei end St.Quentin,
British and French forces, alter Xengthy suall combals with German patrols end
cutpoots in frowt of the Siegfried position, had dug in anew. Complete quite-
ness reigned on tho Britich front reaching'aa 7ep og Pontruet, during tho
month of July, 1917. Oan the other hand, +the Fronch kept up o llvoly act ”Vlty.
Llways go it uecaed, as if the latter were striving for %he possessmon of &t.
Quentin. Only in August and Ssptember, 1917, did the British put forth a more
lively activity ab (uoant, between Havrincourt and Gonnelieuw, apainst Honnew
court and w ,b of Belliccurt. Thip *houqh grew celmer ageixn, for the longer
the Flanders Batile was lasting, so much wmore were the opposing positions
manned by ro“pn ut and resn-needy troopa. '

The Siepfried position wost and souil:esu of Cambrai crossed taroug\ et

-gonarallj flat country with modorate olGVﬂ*zons, only in rear of the German

front did the r n_fhu’ Bourlon~liaasiv rise f£rom the flet ground, Tho Ironteost
iine pouth of the ¢ity possed into a highor elovated uarralu. The ridge north-
wvest of la Vacquer 1e and the high pletecn with the road junction of hﬂ,gremc
road to Peromne und St.Quentin, were of the greztest toctisal importonce dus

E6 theirp donvnauin’ 1ocaalon.# Sinco -the coustruction, the line syuuem of the

new posiiion had 1dergone ULnJ chaengeg in the sectors in front of Cavbrai,

During the fall of the year, the so~called outpost twench, strongly protectod
by wire enﬁcnc7cnauu, wag loceted mourest o the ememy, The torrain betwsen
thig trench and the {irst combel drench of the Siegiried position - a zone

often over 1 km, wide - was rrovected through numeroug wlrﬂ-enusnrled resietﬁ
anco nests. In gga‘f¢rsb combat br ench (K.
a good f’elo'o? Tirg and gafo sho ors. ha b [

nevers in rear of the “1rgt uas Tocu he sacond combhu Lrone sh (u 3) it L

ccnnle ed almost Like the fivet ond in f?ﬂdb of it algo wes. o, deap vire. cnwanvlc-
nent, Han “nhrle cetion trenches. inmured the covered, connections betwosn these

two-trenches and o few elgo reachod os far as tho outpost treach, The roﬂrhgrd

fserminadion of uhis defensive zome was Lo be the intermediate position, onTy

partly completed., A natural protection of Cambrai, ot lezst 4o the couth, wa

-alsa tho Schelde Biver and the wide Schelde-Canal.

The uowns loceted ot the front as Hosuvres, Hao vzncouru, Ribecourt and

~Banteus, hud olmozt besn comnleuely deauroyed by fire during the course of the

trench warfaro, while in Fontaine~lotre Dame, Cantaing and also in Meoniores
znd Crevecosuyr, tho c¢ivilian inhabite nts were Iollouzng their usual pursuiso
ndzstLrbed. Oaly Gerran soldiers gave the city of Cambrail anothey chnraCuex,
end if it had wobt been for onemy seroplanes which now and thon sent greotings

-wa*ch disturbed the sleop of the pecplo, nochznﬂ Euch could hove been noticed

of the war. The Britisch did not fire oan the city, =zlthoupgh i% lay within %he
renge of the British heavy flat trajectory baawer*ea.



-2-

, On this "quict froat by Combrai” Germen divisions vere usgigned which had
undergons hard defensive combats with heevy losses on the soil of Flanders.
Here they were to stremgthen themselves for new itasks and to drain the newly
drafted . replocenents. It was not so imcorrect thet the front soldier used: the
expression: "Sanitarium for Flanders® as o special distinmuishing symbol foy
this part of the west fromt. Decause the combat activity swres very limited here
pnd the front trenches were so well constnicteod. Regimewnts were always assign-
od to rather wide defensive sectors. Of course the keeping inteet of the front-
most and much branched out position systom, required heavy laobor cnd in owne"
rospects zlso, the prenenca on this "quiet front"™ had little to offer as
“"rocuperation station”. The companles and batteries had but liittle time for
relaxation and for thorough training,  Fumsrous partiss aond debachments had %o
be furnished by them, Courses to gein & better knowledge in the different arms

end Por spocizl gervice branches ware held, - A further burden, in which not

only the cormonders and staffs were involved but which also. mode itgelf felt by
the troops, was called tho "Pepor War” by the front fighﬁars. Orders and more
orders wero received and the working hours were increased, Recomnaiesences and
rearvard deienso arrangemenﬁs wers carried Giits

The situction of the vhole and hbowe 2ll the lasting atia eks of the Brite
igh #n Flanders, soldom permitied that tho divisions on this gquiet front remain-
ed thers for ¢ long period, Tho exporionce geined hore indicsted, that the
frequent changes of the position troops, for the construction end maintenance

of the wvhole lines, was a moterial disndventege. To this wmust be added, that

ized labor troopgs inm reay of this fromt seclor were asvailasble only in very
linited rumbers. o wonder %ha%.cven,in,the late Fall of 1917, the inbermedi-
ote position mentloned contained some completed portions secured by strong wire
entanglements, vhile on othar portions the Zire tremehes wore only indicatod,

_;gyequenuly even thior- planned course could be rocognized only by the oublines

for tho comcrote dugouts. IHuch less could the lines under construction close
in front of Cambrzi - thus the Siegfried position IT (west of Bourlou-Noyolles~
south of Rumilly) end the Wotan position III {8 Seilly~Proville), lay claim %o
the numo of 2 roeel defensive or rallying posiiion.

‘Indications thei the British plonned & major atteck on tho Cambrai front /
were not in evidence. Tho British were working om their defe¢nsive trenches an&ff
in streangthening tholr wire owtanglements. The Arras betile end the. heevy, -/
Looping up for months and not yeb finished combats in Flanders, seemod o em-/
ploy to o full extent their‘forces during_this year of the war. ff

Tho 19¢h of Hovembar, 1917.
The Gombral front bolonged to the 2d Aray posted on the lef flank of the

Army Group Grown Prince Rupprecht of boveriz, The 2d Army command under Gen=
eral of Cavelry von der Marwits, since the beginning 01 Noverber reached from .

the roadway Cembrai-Arras to la Fera.

Licut.Cen. von ¥oser, the Commander of 4he Group_ Arras (lAth Reuorve
Corps) had ut ius dlspoaal throe divisiong. ) Nearly so with ifs righi flenk on
the highway from Cembrei to Arras facing the front from Cuemappe to Fonbaine,

gtood the 111ih Germsn Infantry Division. Connecting therewith the troops of

the 240th German Infantry Division wers posted in the tronchos. The third of
the_threo d1v15¢on9, the 20th Germen Infantry Division with the 79th, 92d, and
774h InfantTy Repiments, occunled $he ctor south of Quenni to south of inchy.

. On the right flanu of ths conneot ing Group Caddry (’3th Wurtuenberf Gornﬁ) con-

mended by Gencvql Baron von Vat te:, tha Zoth Landwehr Division covered the
groat road cambrhl—nupaume.f fhe . defensa-line of the-54%h.German. Infantry
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Mivioion sbrobchiod over o spacs of 8 kilomotors from Havincourd as fey as o
Vasquerle., Tho 93l Hesorve Divigion hed pushed unids over tho Scholde Hlvor
ond the Canzl by Homnoeourd end Vendhuille. Finally the 10834 Gerzon Infoniey "
Division, bho lofé flask division of the Group Caudry, defo wied uho positiong
woot of Jo Cotolet und Bellicourd. S

Tha commaniing genoral of the 23 Aruy bolioved {Ordor of © ‘cob oy 31) 4hod
the heavy dofost of tho Itnlions weuld drive hhe Britich end Fronch fore ea o
o moro diterminod oobiviiy on the wosd fromb. A dhrust e;:e"utm. by <tho French

Cepninst the laffond corney, coubhiest of Loon, "'wmer. 0 suppo oy \." in \Ecm
The susecoss thopast no doubt would oneonie ﬁe the onouy be seok their mertial
luck ob other poiwbs. The herdquerters of the 2d Igmy pointed moinly to the
sestor }:e:‘tvrcmn Sosme ond Oioe bacmupe the attitude of uhG enouy thore hot
wndereone & chonges.  The Growps' avtentlon.wie for this a-o:z:,gm (n,-!. led u the
Faet thed 34 wae very dwportuwd thot the les dquerbors of the 2a Aruy b oo~
ingly ond guiehly d infornod of tha intentions of the encay. l'cw Ehidg perpoes,
hesidos ir reconnnisctnee end ground ohnervation, -Lho aivi islone were bo i
denvor 4o btoke prisonsrs frem the anety through peir ﬂﬂbbrp"‘"dd, 46 ho ao-
gomplichpd {reoquontly after mz'oful Proparations, Such omberprisos wore to
be eavried oul dhros tinea by e 1ol divisicn of the Conmbyald won{ during tho
wauth of I‘ww\ .3\‘%::’- Gf course, Lha nocoesnry rrbﬂlvry eswupition for thig
purpose, hod 4o be sbieined mosbly through husbo cnding during {ho usual w"b,ﬂ
acgtivity.
The commnpding gonerol ef the 24 Arvmy rcroruad on Hverhor l to the
Ay J‘ Croup Croym x*i‘.mcn Rupprechd, hio ostinmwte of the aituction ot hig front,
ug 01 Tomnem ‘ . A
"ihe onon y' ¢ gishbridution of forcos duping the wosk from Novewbow
10 40 16 wes cloured up throurh podbrelecombeds ob meay pointo of the
amy iront., &t plaecs where prisonors wore not tuken, the eneny's
divis ::‘.orf: lo pobed cm who front have boen .::rbabl:i.sh’dd in their hitherw
80 um«ing, shebions, Finally, .« i'w*" the verious

10 rosulds of the recomnui snunce, and othoy
ha __’mul i;x;p':w.mon‘of ubo ;.ct.w;biac of .
fm:ztm.‘ 0. Ds.. ttacks
Y Aront. B iply §3 g"‘ha near future'a”
mt Lo bagm pm’ m, aec.‘.:d 2y if .'::, would contirne bo he”
front by Cembral.’ o o

The u m.,,r *."sr'
celm on the ! qLi
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Tho pobrol onterprise of Infontry Hegiment Mo, 164 (183d Bivioicn) hod
ucl; on Hovewbor Lb, v Lhe (‘ﬂleu:on“!; Foire, thonks to dhe uusellent condned
aff the affvir of Copbein Soldem. Hore than 40 Eaplich soldiarc and goveral
maching puas vers hruughu back. The priconers bolongod to the 56tk Hurlmh
uﬂnrs:z.o v, bhe presonce of which was thus ooisb bliched ap&'n. At bhc poms Yins

the commender of the 284 Battalion Infowhry Regt., Ho. 82 .~ Copl. oldo - hoad
nmde properaticns for & ,.m,m”' raide  Ldeut. Hogermewn pu shod shead with hio

sonuly dobtehmoent with {:rat saarbness into ”:1(, trenches of the oncuy torih
of I ’"cfx::‘mu. Yorebhor vith the artillery, nen of the 84th, wmeob with & cous
plete ouelsad. "‘"’bcy ceugod hoevy lossen bo the onewy ond captured & serpeand
and fivoe men of the lot Dotdelion Irich Fusiliors (26th Dive)s Thup the H4h

Coprmen )i sion nlse egteblishied the preseuce of the bithorie foo, %

e
P
Dupdisng the cxnmination of tho prisoners capiured ab +ho Gillowosd ¥ GELOy
thoy had no knowledgo of eny kiud of offonsive intentions ageinot the front / /
of the 2d Cernun jrhay, HYore iuporiaai weis tl'e gtutenonte mede by the prios’

oners cupburcd by the H4th Infentry Division. Momely, the sergeans ond his.”
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five men mude known, thet ot the beginning of tho next week a larger atback
vas plamed agoinst the town Havrincourt end & a$ for this purpose, troops of
the English 51igb-Division had: already been relisved or wore still being reliev-
od, oud thet during the previcus week officers of differsnt troop formeuions
had beon seen in the fromimost tronches during roconnaissances. Ous of the /
English prisoners stated he had seon in Mobp-en-Couture & concealed tenk end
another of theose prisoners declered he had ssen two of these muchines in the
forest of Havrincourt. Another prisoner had heard from an English artillery-
aen, that o several hourp' lasting artillery preparation fire was o proceds E
the atteck, The officer vho examined those prisoners efver completion of the
hearing communicated his judgment with the follewing words: \ L ‘
"The statement, thet the atiack will actually take place oan ‘
Puesday, Neverber 20, is elier pll rather doubtful, yedt 8ll signe” = -
point to proparaibions for & larger sbtock et this poimb.” : J
The 19%h of Novenber = & Yondey = presed through the morning hours auletly ag.
wsual, An BEnglish soldier who hed been teken from the trench northeast of
Villers-Plouich with much cleverness by Vice-Sergh. Bejor Funkel {4tk Co. Inf.
Regb. 90), gave 1o new intelligence during his excmination, The prisonoy be-
longed to the 4th Dettalion of the Shropshire Iight Infertrys - It vwas already
knovn thet bthe divipion of this prisoner (the English 20%th) was loczted oppo-
site the left fluvk of the Germen 54th InTeniry Division. The English artil-
lery fire ageinst the 240th Infentry Division inerecsed during the aiternoon.
The 20th German Infantyry Division reported for some time past several shots of
heevy oczliber egainst Risncours. » Isolated shots and apparently without & posi-
tive objective, fell on the positions by Hevrincours end Flesquieres. Fumerous
hostile neroplanss were seen flying in low heights over the frent tronches. Our/
Infanbry and Artillery observors ascorbuined thet on this day ruch movement and’
sraffic wore teken nlcce by the Englich, » Finally piecemeal viords were over-
heard by listening station No, 18, in Riencourt; the English vords "Tuesday
Tlanderg,” wers very siortling. . '

Group Arras considered the region Fonteine-Riencourt and Group Caudry, the
region of Havrincourt, s belng in deager. The letier even for the reason thab
the English prisoners captured on lovenber 18, hed indiceted the coming attack
againgt this town and also that new botteries had been recognized in the forest
of Hovrincouit. : ' :

s

Liout.Gon. von Hoser elremdy had made & recuest to the Headquarters of the
5d Army on Novewbor 18, for the strangthening of the 240th Infentry Divieion,
beczuse @ prisoner brought in by Regt. Wo. 471, hed spoken, during higc exeminae,
ition, of & rumor thes on operation on a grand scele wag to take pluce &% 2 very
carly dete in this region, Commencing with one o'clock a,m. of Yovembor 20,
snovoased rondiness for action was ordercd by Croup Arrag in the zome of the
240th Infentry Division and in the connocting sectors of the 20th Infaniry
Division by Infentry Repiments Wos. 79 cnd 92, bthug, from Fontaine %o oaot of f
Queant. {The artillery proiective line vhich padsed east of Fonbeino - weot of
Hendocours - north of Pronville, was to be oceupied, bogides the security
troops, with sufficient itroope for a counter-attack.

The order issued by the communder of the Arras Group at 10:25 p.m. of
Hovembey 19, bogan as followsi~ . N

nj, According o statemonts made by prisoners, an cbtack by the Bng= -

2,

1igh is eoxpested on Tuesdey apainst Havrincours, btenks will moot likely-
pariicipate, The ertillery preperation mey begin botwoon 3 and 4 2.4, '
German time, aud is to last frow 4 4o 5 hoursa. ‘ :
#2, Fragmento of telophons converaations of the Bnplish, heard by
'SJ KX

our listening stetion by Bullecourd, seems to indicete hat an atbask will
also be mede in thig region on Tuesday.” ' ‘
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The tovn of Heovrincourt in the defensiva fromt of the Group Caudry, forn-
od & pronounced projesting zome. In order to attain o unibed commzend for the
defense ot Hovrincourd, the Group cormander placed the sector clooe to the
norshwests of the town, occupiad by fondvrehr Infdntry Regiment No. 384, of the
304h Londwehr Division, as well as the batteriss of the gub-group South = tho
1g% Bottalion Field Artillery Regb. Nos 282 = vnder the orders of the comman-
dor of the S4th Infewtry Division. ¥/ This assigmont was forcseen in the fized
preparation provieusly outlined in case of activities against Havrincourt. v
Thus Gonorel ven Wadier, the group comnender, could order this change immodi-
etely. In addition, the commending general of the army, agoigned from hlo .
wezk regerve of the Group Cendry, the Roseyve Infanmbry Regt. Mo. 29, the 38
patialion of which hed only been welisved gron the frontemogt line close do
and pouth of St.Quentin, during the night from Hovembor 18 o 19,

In & raperd made by the 24 Army to the Headquariers of the Army Group:

datod the ovening of Tovember 19, the forsboding for possible local the
tacks vgainst the two points mentioned, wero indicated, tvhough withoud
given the ¢ime when the atiacks wers o be lounchod, Abbtenticn was

called in 4his veport, thabt the Amy, due to widely ceparated pogitions,
veuld yot be sbls to soud notable reinforcements 4o +the endengerod ocostoro.

Phe arny aloc opgigned the 5th Babiery, Field Arty. Regl. Mo, 108, as well
ao the ilsadauerters of the 3d Bebtalion exnd the 9th Battery.ol Tield Arty. Regle
lio. 282, %o %ho 54%h Infantry Divialome fFor the frowt gector which at this
%ime wag very werkly cupplied with heavy artillody, the sroy also advised Hhab
‘$he Bavarian Footb (Heavy) Avby. Battalion Ko. 5 and The 5uh Battory of Woot
(Heavy) Arby. Regt. No. 18, wers en rouun %o join tho 5ith Infontry Division;
thase though did wol errive until alfter lNovember 20. . '

From the Basck, comipg fron $he Sty end Stached, tho 1O74h Infentry Divie)
pion errived by rail during those days in the speco past of Cambiced for dige
posision of the 24 Army., Ito coumsndoer, Conoral Hovemebein, vas 1o rollieve
with hig Sroops the 20th Ioundwehr Division, on both sides of the roed Cambrai-
Bapeume in such @ menney that the 20+h Londwehr Division could be traunsfersed,
comaencing with Woverber 27, to the Basi, (According to the Group erder o?
loverber 19, this velief was te begin during the night fron Hovember 25 Lo 26).
Bus oven bafors the entire 107¢h Infantry Division had orrived, the commonding
genoral 0f the 13th Corps, isouod orders thab tho 2d and 34 Batvelions of
Fiold Arbillery Rogl. Ho. 213 repsrd during the night fron Yovember 19/20 %o
the 5%h Infentry Division for metive duty (the 4th guns of the batieries had
been lof: behing in the Baos). The Batteries of the 2d Battalion wort invo
position in the proxinivy of Gralncourd, thoso of tho 34 Battelion near Flese v’
suieras, whors o faw henvy batheriss oud also the Aptillery group of Imfor v
Rosendchl of %ho position divisien, wore elready posted. The ammunition supply
of thig arvillery reinforcemenmt meb with considersble ¢ifficuliies, above all '
the mmmmniiion wagons of the third Howibzor Battalion had tc be sent Iyom one
depos %0 anodhor, Finelly at about 4 p.n. on Hovemboer 20, theso batteries hed

2
. o few hundred shots in thely posiltionta =

Hote: Ths artillery of the 107th Infantry Divisica arrived without amw
munition ee orderad. According 4o the vepori of the chiof of artillery of the
sath Infentey Division, scarcely 2 deys' amwunitlon firing was availeble on the
morning of Fovesber 19, of 2il field and heavy srilllery batberies. The Divie
sicn depot conbainsd as a resorve cboui 1,000 shots field gun and 800 chots
1icht howitzer ammnition and & fow hundrod rounds for various kindg for heovy
quns. Up ho tho eovening of this day, all bobtteries vere supplied from the
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(ebo conbinued):
availe ble avanition with abcu* Ex dﬂyg' ammunition iring. Turither
gquentitisg wers ur"aﬂt‘y Taquoeny sod by the Group. This request was
£i11ed by only 7220 ghots Zicld gun, £392 light field hewlizowr and
500 hoavy 2ield howiizor pmrmmition, The light xzeld cmmnltion fore
warded to bawcomng though did no% arrive until the morning of Hlovom=
ber 20 and 3 shen” only helf the quap* ty,#/

incrsaged rordiness ?or sobion was ordered during the late eveuznv of
Lovember 19, Ths 54th Info ItryMDivvszon elso opdored its artillery to lay
~ deptructive and bﬂ?&ﬂﬂlﬂ" ire on the en ij g first end second linod. Bu*cz"
6f firc were olso %o be laid on the forest of Hx vrzneourm, on tho region of -
Ppapeenl’ znd on the enemy'o appresch roads in frond of the oectoy of the
Gormen 90th Beserve Inf. Regh.

A uhouga the avbitude of the enemy on Now. 19, in cedpar*sou vith provi-~
ous days, wes scmevhed difforeut, regiotration of the H nglich arvillery which
as o yulo precedsd on operation, was nowhsra nobiceds ﬁou could the enany
venture to advence agsinst o good dezoﬂelve livo with itd deep wire entanglo-
newso withoud o strong and longer ar ,llery~prenara biou?

_ Anple da AROive nessures aanararuly wexo na de for such & logal oporation
in case the English Lcuually'advanced ainet Havrincourt as staund by the
prlooners.

,.

Tho measures po suddenly ordered cenppd quite e lively actlvity ond move~
mouts O 4 hin ugually oo quist frout. Landuchr Lux. Rogt. 0. 384 of the 20th
Iendwehr Division, since the worning of Yov. 19, woo E&GU’C«Ilj placod uuder
+ha orders of tho G4th Infentry DI vzslou. Tho firpt trench of tho Siegiried-
position was losatad ia the right sector (lst Be ttullon) tovard the wost oad
the 3@ Bobbalion 4o the east of the cﬂna7 qa*l’ under consbruction, which
clogo o and toward the west of Havrincourd “furnad sharply to the unerth. Tho
9d Datbalion vas 50 divided by the rogimeniol cormander (1h.Cole von Windgy=
fo1d), that the Hth and Tih Compony were posted in the Intermpdiate pusi%*on
and <he cecond combabt trench in rear ox the lst Babtalion, the 8%h Lomﬁany in
+ho phrong poiunts end the 6th Lompany in the Iute"nedlane position in rear of
$he 3d Batt alion.

(‘s‘

Resexvo Infaniyy Regimsnt Ho. ~7, of the f
DOslulon of tHe 54%h- xquAbry Pivision, was a
ctteck Togimsi

1Y resol re pl wed ob_bho dio= |
ved by the lajtor ap o counber
£ for thosoctors of “the Lundwehy 1nfanuvy Regiunent Mo. 384 and

Ipxanx“y Reg oirs Ho." 8, Peginental “hesdquark tore and the 24 Battalion weore
b0 Fefich 1 Harcoing at tho bsgzanrna of darknesa, Ordowrs for tho digposition o2
the ouhcr battalion were withheld for the time, + Finelly the 3d batbtalion re«
mained uS & proup resorve in Combrol! ’uhﬂls tha ls$% babiolion gave two compa-
aies and 4he mochine coupuany to the 8“*h Infonbry Rogiment, The other two
companies remuined in reodiness in Fonte ineg~Hotre Demoe '

 Hajor HoZfmelster uas in temporary corﬂxnd during these days of‘,afanr“y
ﬂegﬁ.'yo. 84, Tocated iH “thé ‘position at ;incq \ vn&hﬂ 1 Uompany, of
ﬁTb §3 Badtnlion in vest Billetd, reinforced the Lot battalion on tho right
lank, the 10th end 11th Company occupied the Oebinger Riegel in tho whols

reqzmcnta. sechbor which pmssed helivay from Havrincourt aund Plosquieres, 2ad

+he 12th Company moved into *he intermedicte position close to ond gouth of
Flosguiercs. As on the ovoning the lob Iuchino Company of Regarve Infaniry
Regt. lo. 27 &?;LVOd, LicutGe Hel*s plucad 6 machine guns ab the disposition
of ooch of the %wo combeh batialions. Flezquieres was desznnwuel in the
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division order os the billet for the two companies (lm snd 2d4) of the lot
Dattalion Infontry Rogd. Ho. 27, sent zhead, :

The midd 19 sector of the, Er’lth Ini’a'ﬁ;"y Divipion vas occupied. by Bandwehr

'rarv Regte 0. 387, ﬂo'lonel Baron von Wengsnheim with his regimond; which
CeOT mg, o §he order of bevble belonged o ’che 20th Landwehs D.w:.s.z.on, had
selioved the 274k Reserve Inf. Regb. ten days ngo. The 3d batialion fa the
1.‘.;:11» was now roinforeced by the 5th Company which took Up & pos sition bed AuloYolal
the 24 combet “line aud Ribeecourt. The other companioes of the 24 Dattalion -
moved iuto the Internmediate position, x .- ' '

!'!

rd

*

A firet no cheage was mede by the Division Cormandor ( Iiecut. Ge.le'""'
ven Wotter) by the 90%h Reserve Infaniry Reghb. on the left flank of tho divi-
qz.on (ﬁhe M'rn). 2g dur nr the courae of he afserncon hogdile motor-truck
teafiic ?rom Febz-en-Coubure toward Gonzeaucourt ond other ovmall iroop move-
monts were observed, the Division Commsnder ordered the 3d Battalion (up w0
“hig time group "a.,emre), +to avavg}ce w0 the .,.mcvr"cdlate pov'wn on., '

Altheoagh the "munoeroun a'gns",wnd:.cawd that the a{,mc.; of x,he Pngligh |
would be launched egeinst Hovrincourt only,.the commander of tho 9%h Reservo |
Division holioved that the attaock might involve also the sector of Reserve
Infantry Begh. To. 19. The probabili fy o? & hoptile operstion ageinst the .
southorn helf of the left flenk 1’0[;"1‘1(?1’} ~also wes given consz.dcmtlon, due’ Lo
the heavy firing of the cheny against bhis flark on the 19%h. For thic rea- }
son, increcsed readiness for action begimming a-‘ 5 p.n,, November 20, wag o¥

derad by L :.\,ul,.Gonoml Hildemamn { commander of the 9th Res.Div.), i‘o HRe-
30LVe Inmmry Reph. Hoe 19, which connected with Reserve Infentry Regi. Ho.
90, at la Vacquerio, alsc for tho coubel battalions of Reserve .mf“nu:'y Regbe
I'lo, 6 ond for the entira artillery of the division.

The Surpriss Aviock of the Tonkps on the Morning o? HNovember 20, 1917,

The night from Hovember 19 <o 20 pasned restless. in the German treaches,
alvays 2 rushing 2long hore and thora, Orders were recolved ond issucd, Rune
ners cans ond worb. Abbtention wao czlled to goo readiness. Iate during the .
night en order suggested the possz,bility of oy atiack of come tenks. With only
a omall guantity of poiwmbed smvmnition with steel cors (with which to peng~

reto lipght umor) on hand, not many carbridges could be igsued o the machiue
,guw end riflemon. Everybhing uss quiet by the enomy. :

‘Shortly afber 6 a.m., red light balls os¢ended noar HV-VF’H(;OLI'U ; the
Gerren bu.'bLGI"'GU opaned fire. Soon though the bz rv-acre aboted end quiot pre-~
veiled again. Infentry Regiment Ho. 8% roportad © the light balls hed boen
fired on the right flank of its seetor, bscawse ib looLod en if the Englich
vore cubding peths in his wire entonglement, Doteils to be reported laosr.
Tho question was asked, Have tho intentlons of the mgl:.cu been baffled ale
raady, has its thrust beea .-J.ppec. in the bud by our m'. llery?

7315 a,»} Suddonly a i‘larh ng, thndor and roayx, & cre.c;::.ng out of &
“houpand mouths, and howling shots and shells racing +o the Gormoen lines,
The garth quivored ond trecbled under the force of tho hits. The Englich

vero sonding grenadag, incend:.m'y end anole ahoT ig %o our zronw.

/

The broops occupying the trenches venished iwbto the dugouis, for ag long /

as the onexmy hexmered with s guns, his infaniry, sccording %o experience,
would not atiack. Sendrigs only remaiasd. ‘
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The Gormon babt cez‘ a6 laid their protechive barrege in front of the in-
fapbry. It azounbed to low musig in thig! aighty concertd which me Engliah
had inteuncbed w‘“ch its superior extillory, :

In. uhe pidot of this infernel uproar, buzzing noigen like thase of eovoe-
plé—;nes wer ho.z"d - donge fog clouds spreaﬂ over the 7ieslds agein ond egaim,
HOrn « :31.:1.1@1* nore oud thore by & flash of fire ~- afiter this aom*h ing durk
o.ppe'*reé we pnd 100rby & black mess alse ves mov:u.ng,. The sentiies gould
haydly trass theiy oyag. Tho deep wire ewbanglomento eyacked undey the prec-
gure 0F unde;mcd eolospupes like maiches - .ﬂarm' :

”he Gmm,n Enwn'bry gravlod out of the dugonts and took up opace in the
t tpenches portly uprooted slready. Rifles wers now rattl ing end {rom the me-
chxme geno shiot after shot ragad & i,u:mw* the ajdlmekor, Tankol Tanks! {he
f semp cry frow the left aad right! Mot a few of thom bus many! Uhéla lines,
i not of Bagligh khakieglad info zi,ry but arvored machines voro advamc:.nrr'
[ Tipgt, obsqu 5 in the artificisl fog and swoke, then the cologsugses in cole
é uma, incroasing. oleuly but wi uhoun ptop they odvenced. Hand greundes wore
§ 4hyown while the artillery fired barrage. ¥eb the tonlks geemsd o be
g charmed ageinst this fire. -

All 4ho seghors of the 24 Army from Arreg 40 noprth of St.Quentin rocpiv-
ad hoovy fire during the early part of Nove 20, It roared ‘*ncessamﬁy withe

out shopping. This meant more then the preparation of & local oporeiion!

N J"(\\ i\ !‘}

g The 108%h Infamiyy Brlgadwreoo sed o o 54%h Infomiry Division in
Ceut .aﬁ., shet bho main fire of the Baglish o :U lery wns placed on ube roplon
of Havrinecurt, Flesguisres and lo "ﬁacquer*a. 5 Diows.Cen. von Vetter (the
div, co":dr.') order ¢ the hea\lquhr’oe"s and $ho 2d Batitalion Regeyve Infaubry
Rogs. 0. 27, to sdvance from Larcoing and the romzinder of the lot Battalion
£rem Fonto ;zc-qua e La::ls, 0 I‘Teaqu:.eraa. As b B 2allo thig order wag ro-
ceived by the brigade of its cormend poa near la Jusiice, 2 z'eaom arrived
fromw Regesve "‘nmutry Regiuont o, 90 thai tho eneﬁy hed inveded tho posz.u*cu
with benke, The 54%h Infantry Divieicn iow lewnchod the headquerters of Roe
38TV Tn”'"m 'y Regi. Ho. 27 with two batiali 0ng, for o counterabitack in the
geotor 0f Roserve Infaniyy Regiment No. 90, to regain the loot Tirst-combat
brenche The 1080k ...!'llui“ﬁ? v Brigads though immodiabely requestod a change in
this order, for at this time ’I‘e.m:u attaoks wers also reported by lni’o.nh?y
‘egwam Lo. B4 and Iandwehr Infantyy Ropimend lio, 389, As inforcement for
lesorve Rogls ,_'3\0. 90,y 001y the 34 ba u'bc«llQA of Infant Ty Regin . 87,
which. losabed o9 greup regerve in Combrai, Won now csgigued, The murc‘ni*zrr
0%f order was 1*ax.ez.vad by the bavsalion i n 4ha TndondorffsBarracks at 9 e.n.
i voport had thus fay boon rogsivad Zpom the pector of Ianduehr Regl. 384,
the wolophone lines to thin sector having been severad.

igvonse bombardment: a,zc_ o requost for bavpage for his ocwn troops.
Shorily after B a.m, though I i bacwa knovm thed tauks wore seer advancing
neap e ¥V cquerha. :

Ab Tireh 4he 9%h Rogerve Division slso rocoived ouly o report of the
o)

The Heedquarters of the 107th, 30Th Laondwehr and 54th Infanbry Diviglionn
had established their ‘leadquaroem i1 Cembrai. Cenoral Havonsbein (107th
Div.) ipoued ovders oxn thao evening of Hov. 19 w0 the regimental end bavtalio

gormenders of the units alrsady orrived i‘"ou the Bast, 1o seek krowiedge of

uha ground in the sector of the 20th Landwehy Diyigion p:'io 40 'ac,!::,rr* ovey
sho gector, The possibility of on BEagli Uh operajion egeiust Hevy pincouss "al an
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/ garly da ua,“ wes 6% the gsme ving indicated by bhe DI 719_ o homm nder. Croup
{ CGaudry ordered at 814D a.m, increasad reedinesss for eetion for Ressrve Infan-
- try neg_mcnu Hoq 227, and changs of cuerters for the other two regiments %o y
t quarters in the ULk, elose to and southwest of-ths city, anvch wers indicsted !
I for mhced reglnar 59 upen relicving the 20th Landwohr Division, - At §:40 Calley '
i the following wirelass mesgscgd Was gont Lo bhe 107¢h Infantry Divisient =
Reserve Infawbtry Regb. Mo, 227 will ﬂammence the march o once with Repimantal
Hesdguaertsra and two bathelions viae i snleres—Her"ogcveg, wasye 1% plages it-
pell uader the‘crderd of the comm*xder of Reserve Infantry Regbe. Fo. 90, with
_ong’ bant"T 0 Cs evccoeun.to be plqcnd under the orders of the 9%h Reserve
Bivision, 1wtha¢, ion, Field Artillery Reg_menn o, 213, will be pluced
undoy the ordsrs of the 5d h Infantry D1v1510L and will procosd at onsc. Re- :
8OYVe lﬁ““nhry Reriment Mo. 232 wovep into Cambrai ag aray repérvo. Regerve
infambry Regiment Ho. 52 will be ple oed at the ’1saosa1 pi the graup in line
~of uoahalve, Gambaung, Provzllc. : S

3

i

Ha vrvncov?% - Danbeuz. .

Tmrou 2 othe suoke uﬂd dust of tha atriking grenudss. the naturael and orbi= !

szci“l °og;~avs;y‘,vsign' wag derangeds. TFroquently, st first, the call gas

mg heard, Foy this reaopon gas~r“4kﬂ wore affixed by the 84th Infantry Regl. 4
Rencred nvas%xrauvon tuourn, sndicated “hat the rising clouds came Zrom ane
ligh emoke bombs, The't e’epbone connections wvérs sovared, telophons vepallr do=
vachments, uLuHQLh résula, Yhemphod to repair the connesti ong. Runners were !
doppatchsd, it was doubtful if they could get through § for the Bnglish {ire
1oy 1ucra Gea, was placod on and closco iu reaw of both the combet treached,
The non 4he B4%h Regu._npont'uhel. e loq vithout offecth aga;Asﬁ the
tankg, ua no purposo did the men aim their well formed vp machine guns, iz
vain were the throwing of hand grevadcs. Yes, if it nod been men of flesh end:
blood, thoy cquld have beeq met with a difforent roception, S , ;

Such nmen tbouﬁﬂ appeared only in roar of the steslrarmored nachinog. ’
Against donks, one in defenseloss. Tho mochines moved c¢loverly from the reay
agai1vu she Geruau positions, hurried through the firs of their om gung | umd
machine guna &nd inbto the German dubouus oA helted in Zront of their openingg
which they kept under firg and tr2iied unt the following infawiry cemo up and
with hand grenados fop cad the troope in ohe gellerien 10 surrendor. The treneh»
cs of the Siegivried position did not offer an cbobwuction te ihe nanzs,'ne*ther
aid the deoply srranged vire onbanglements, The German defenders ogain end ;!
aguzn atbenpted to dowy the. Lauks through concombrated or well aimed individual:
gire, but it was a upaless and vain effers. Uhoaver dared to resist tho uuﬁ;&,

wes rolled ove? by them, ' ‘ ' ' - )

A1l this took plage in rear of o thick curtain which tho enemy's arsil lezy
from time ©o time had pluosed in fromt of the tawkes ap neoded. It was an unogqual
comaat, guch o 'qwgflse ehback with so meny tenks noturally scemed hopeless to
the Germann, = Lumercus aercnlhreo alpd were active Plyin& as lov &g possiblo Go
cooporahe xi i tho tonkg, Thegs oeroplanss fired dgeinst the Germeng driven
back- by .ﬁks oz uho hed crowded Sogether in wear of the pavodos in bho
“ronch section,

Tanks were sreoping along in all dlrecuﬂona, ‘they moved fercard without a
ctope s '

By the lgt Betialien Infantry Rogt. Toe 84, the communder had direct con-

tach with the regiment bub was cut off Irom hig companien end hed logt all cou-
+rol of ths lebter. On the other hund, the ra_nant of +hie 2d Battalion 3059”3705
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arpund theiy bestelion cotmn ndc.r, who ves uacble o obtnin telophonic convges
sion do tho rur:. A Hithowds thoughd, meny of the mou ruched to the resy, }over»
cone by the 3 mvm"mu of the bemko. Copboin Solbau, though, restyriined hig
men and brourht dhem buek to dthelr sonses, He, the idel of the baitial it‘m,
knew how, thyoupgh his orn conduct, he coqld carry ¢ m;y with him officers and
nen, Willing ond confidonbihe romment of the 24 Bobtialion oboyed him.

The organizotlong wers :,*ei‘omad ond individeol pauado apsignod to dofond
the bubtialion command poot on tho lofd flank of the geetor in rocy of the 2d
corhed Lino. A furious Ziro met the advancing Suglish {rom the tromches whora
the murprised {ferman coldiers had mado a new halb. Hoon though, o lack 6F ame
rundtion wus woticed vhile tanks vere moving arcund the doforders from z‘:z.g;zr'
ond lafh, A% thiz dimp one of thu monaborn wng ahm sdvancing to the 1o
of the Hrench. I I b

,T P ' %5) ]

i 8345 m.z., the cm.xmandor of the 2d ¥ &L*alﬂ.wn,wunt two ssosongos o yrogle
mental hooadigpariers, the nscond ol mri.ly eftor the firsh. Orove bul aot withe
out hopo wore the cowbonto of these mossoges, giving full rocopuition to tho

byrove pen of $he babbolion. "We sre holding o d: 0 \.ho Msu wany, oueh vas the
3

fincl sentones of tho second mopsage. These wors the lesd raporhe vhich tho
hondaueriors of the ropiment recoived from this bobtalion commonder who bhad
30 woll comduchnd himsel? in many buttles. In gombat apainst the enomy's
Huporlow.b:;, Gopbain Soltow, his adjubent, ldout, Slson, and the mechine-gun
officor, ILiguk. Iu_,cm}do}m, feund & hevoie death.

The iic" mador of the 84th Reglmont, Major Hofuolster, shortly aficr 8

2.1 hud orad (:Lyh ain Tursgn to bring up the 134N Company to the Gotinger
Riogel m’ul ut) 221) in for o counber-abiack with the 3a Botielion of the rogi-
,‘em'{; plready whb Shig poind. - Aboud oneehel? heur later the lhicud of Hhe 24 Ba'%'.—
talion Intuwbry Roch. Mo. 27 coming from Marcoing, arrived ob Flesquieres, Lo
h.u]mnm tho 84tR Hopimont. Heving in viow o similor objective, the remedader
of the lat Bubinlion Rugerve Infewiry Rogt. No. 27, wove being ploced on nmeboy
trueks in Fombaino-Hotro Damp. The ropinensal cormendey of thig ,;iumr{. alago
vweg ordersd Lo Flosquicres., Defors the lotber veachad the commont pood of
Infesbry Rophe 10,84, clogse to oud engl of the town, hig 2d Baltslion tmg al-
rendy ram‘xi.i,r with its frontmost companien ua the Ootinger Riegels "Keop on
tighting, hold the fronirmost 1line,” such wore the orders issusd by Hejor Hofe
medobor o his first battelion (H4th Ing, ) Copioin ¥ille though vaited :in
voin for tho orrivel of $hs 3d Batielion of his refiment (&dbh) The gituation
graw more und move eriticel, Vo roporty wore recoivod from ‘the componlicp. Oa
the othor hand, &t becomes knovm thet the eomnnecting bebtallon of Soltou {24)
nad Leen yan over ond thel a mubor 6f wochine puns wore vithoubt zrmnition,
Sidevards of the batbolion cormaend post, tonka were almsady woving. jiarz.r*cm'ﬂ
heedguarters hvvmw beon oskod &f due 40 the threctoning donper of boing cud
off, tho ik babtelien ghould retirs, it enswercd in uho nopgabive, Agadn the
let Bat x,al.mn ngked for voinforcement and the rogimentsl sommander finally ro-
plied Lho:, another counteorattack wos being levnched by Ressrve Hoginent Yo, 29,
slogso to end north of Havrincourd the commender of the lot Bothe lr,on yearning=
Ly ‘c‘-f'-‘»i‘i:é‘d Lo i,ho fth:mgv 'to GORIC,

bv‘os., itie {1s% B[M.elmm, gath inf.) made tho following repord: *Tho
batdelion ! Lo ewd off, the Englich tanka, for nomoblme pust, are wmoving in our
PHAr 0 onrr the Dobinger Riepol./lothing can be notieced of & eountorattack, The
noise md e ordeso of tho Bnglioh are clearly heoprd. Ve zro woibing both for
uhﬂ cmmton.;l,uz:.m. and nleo for the porotrebicn of tho English, :.Ll doeunenss cud
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weps ara being dastroyed. Al this moment & tenk is moving over the opon opace
of the battalion command post which is separated from the battalion dugeut by
5 boarded wall and & heap of earth. . The tank comss to & gtop and the English
occupants alight in the bellef® that they have cepbured the battelion command
post neay which & few dead men are lying. Every few minutes the inmotes of
the dugout poep through & hole to see if the tank moves on, bul it remeins
giandinrg. ‘To the righd, English Infantry is rushing through o communication
tronch and 4o lelt, ahrzekung loudly, across =n open fzeld, hapdly 20 webers
gway. from ug, Our situation is ulmost despersie, herdly e dosen rifleg and
hond grepades and wedged in a deep dugout, with no sieps for firing and no
" defensive posoibiliiy, 10 steps in front of us the tank and on ‘both sides Eng-
lieh' $rpops Llaunching shead, MNore urgeﬁt requasts wors meds on Major Hofe
weigter; the rogime a;wcoyman&““”
& hopel_ A long lino of steel-
TTeuauweresw% ez : : el The
1ivg dred Hearer and we ell were waxtmng for the sui%abTa moment uo attack. the
Sonk - in front- o; ug, ~Seddenly we oav thot our men had no ri?les and uhah they
ara. rcned off ag pr*uonera.falhe counueraﬁuack han”fazlea.ﬁ The reé_men» han
no pepsrve lTeft. How I ook up, through Iieut. Bock of Fisld Arty. Regt. MNo.
108 (Battalion Artillery liaiﬂon offloer), the connegtion with the artillery.
I requested thel the dank be shot down from the betislion comm=nd post, thad
we be froed ond given en opening in a cipele of 100 mobers. Tho artillery
agreed but no shot wes fired. No doubd the most of the babtlories had been
put out of ection, The tanks are now located na&r\T’sqqu;erga. Renewed and
urgsnﬁ callo wore made on the artillery. The latter pronised to free us thm
its firs, after which we hopad to cut through the line of ths enemy durzng the
night. We weited and again callsd the artal’ery and sgein it promised vo fire
and again ve woligd-eea long, long timel Suddenly the gentry ot the entrancs
<0 tha pgo llary callad oub: "The Tormies are conming™! I pave orders to follovw
mo. in front of me on the olope of the 4rench & dozen of Englich soldiers
wgith a dozon rifle barrels pointed aghinst the exit of the gallery. Hand gren-
ades are boing throvm, They grasp end drag me to one side of the exnitb. &hen,
suddanly, the firpt shots of our artilles ry are. whiotling into the rose-garden
am the batbalion cormand post. A moment too late - svoryons ron avay to prOn
seet himself fyom the splinter effect of our shells, friond end fos nll sida
by side. A1l ngsembled in the sunken road leading from Havrincourt to the
battalion command post of the :2d Battalion, 84th Infantry Regi. Ve were gtand-
ing surrounded by English troops, we were prisoners. "A hard 7oﬁ vhich oo mony
mcountered on this day.v = o : :;ﬁ;ﬁ<

,«."

Major Stubenrsuch, %he cormander of ths 2d Batitelion Infaunbry Rogi. No. 29,
arrived of 8:40 f.m. ot tho command post of the 841k Infaniry Regh. Hejor Hof-
meister could only inform him that the English had penetrated near Havrincourd
and thuat Wis Iy battalion (84th Inf.) hed urgently ssked for help, Further,
that the connection with the 2d Battalion wos sovered and thot uhe_situa%ion
by this battalion did not look good, ‘The commonder of Infaniry Regb. To. 84
deemod the izmadinte support of his let battalion toward Havrincourt-necassar'.

A perqonal obparvation due to the fog and.whs migt hi firat 4o recogniszo
whet vas going ohe On the conbrary, clouds of fog groving more and more
denge rmoved bowerd the outposts. Suddenly 2 hisgsing flams, a bright reddigh-
yellow glars of firs flashed through the seemingly impenetroble veile--z fips
ing toank! i
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The firet reperits received by the commander of the 18th Reserve Infeniry
Brigade (6olonel vou Gleich), conimined informetion of the inbtense bombardmény
by the enemy and requests for berrage fire. A% 8:15 e.m, the 9th Reserve Divie-
sion ndviged thot tanks wors seen mdvencing nesr la Vacquerie.” The numerous
peports now received by the brigade commander gcaugod considerable confusion.
Judging from these reports, the situation by Resorve Infentry Regb. Noo 19 was
menaced the most, vhile there seomed o be no immpdiate danger by Infantry
Rogh. No. 395 and by that half of Reserve Infaewtry Regt. o, 6, on the extreme
right, olthough their positions alse lay under the heaviest hositile fire. 4
report was roceivod from the southeran sector of Reserve Infentry Regt. Te. 6,
" ¢het bovrage fire had been requested and that heavy maohine gun fire could ba
heard. The Brigade Commandeyr, Colonel von Gleich, requested shortly before
8 s.m. thet the group reserve (3d Battalion, Inf.Regh. Mo. 395} be placed ot
his digpogition, o o S '

By the time thet the requést of the Brigade Commander wes sanciloned,
further reoports received indicated that senkp hag penetrated the secior of tho
00%h Roserve Infentry Regt. and that the main hostile fire lay ageinst Hevrin-
court and 12 Vecquerie. The 18th Reserve Infambry Brigade, though, considersd
that the 54th Infantry Division, snticipating en attack of the enemy against
Havrincours, for which reason it had recdived reinforcements, would be able
to repulsce this attack.The conduct of the defense of the town of la Vacquerie
located on tho boundary of the sector, was also apssigned to the S54th Infantry
Divinion.//iha orientation supplied by tho right flank regiment of the brigade
and of great importance at this time, was very imporfoet and frequently in con«
sradiction with the information furnished by Divigion Headquerters, the ertile-
lery observers ead the 395th Reserve Inf.Reghb. - The latter continued sending
in reports of the strong artillery fire, meinly gas eholls, vhich caused losg-
o8 but thet its battelion were holding theilr positions, The roports sont by
the 6th Reserve Inf.Regt. shoted thet the enemy had entered the trenches of
the loft neighboring division (183d Inf.Div.) near tho Gillemont Ferme, bud
tha% the onemy had partly been throwvm oub again elso, thet in its own sector
thore wos no infantry activity abt the time and thel the enemy's artillery fire
hed reloxed. {English troops also entersd ths gouth sactor (1ot Battelion,
Reserve Inf.Regt. Mo, G, but were thrown out with heavy losces. The old posi-
tion wag regained by the German troops and numerous prisoners token.) The bri-
pade commander intended to employ the 3d battelion, Infantry Regh. Fo. 395 for
a countorctiack in the segtor of Reserve Inf.Regb. No. 19. As an atback of the
onemy egaingt Resorve Inf.Regi. No, 6 was not excluded, ‘the headquarters and
two companies, of the 3d Battalion, Infauntry Regt. MNo. 395, were ordered to
procesd irom Halincourt o the Forme Montecouvez, vhile the two remaining come
panios were ordered to be ready io acht ap pupporto ot Villers-Cutreaux.

Yhen during the commencement of the English artilleory firing the ontire
4olephone lines were destroyed, the cormender .of the right flonk bettalion
(the 1st) of Reserve Emfantry Regt. No. 19, attempted to take up connection
toward the front with every availeble means, He wos unablo to repord until
§:35 g.m., vhat the fromtmost linme of the pight flonk company had been run
over by hostile tanks and infaniry, and that tenks wero also odvancing further
%o +he north. “He reported that mechine-gun end infentry fire were without of=-
foct for the defense pgainct the tankg, This report was outstripped alrocdy
vhen it was sent, by the reporte of the artillery oboervation posts and those
roceived from Infantry Regb. Yo. 395. The other three conpanies of the hatital-
ion also were overpowerad. /
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- Mejor von Dobochubs with %he officers and men of his batbalion head- -
quarkers (1st), crmed themselves vith rifles end oponed fire ngaliust tho banis.
and the English Infentry following them, 24 the letter cowme near o the come-
mend post of tho lpb Botialion Reserve Inf.Regt. fo. 19, This delayed the ad=
vance of the Zngliph infentry, though the tenks moved forwerd. The infantry
coon diccovered that ouly & fow Gorman defenders gonducted the rosigtance. The
English infentry leunched encther stvook, It sealed the fete of tho fow do-
‘fenders. o o ’ o R

. While'.-’b}m.;laf:{ Bettalion, Infentry Regb. No. 19 wap etbacked in tho Irond.
and immediztely deprived of every fiank protection through the ponotration of
the comneching seetor vhich occurred simuttansously, the situetion by the 24
Dotbalion connecting o the lefi was more fevorcble, On the right flank of
Lhs latbor, only the Tth and paerts of the g4h Companien were ceught by the
mein ebtack of the enemy and after an obetinate but fruitless resistonce alsc
were overpowercd, . The connecting 6th Company, supporied by the 5ih Company,
on the othor hond, could for the rajor pert mainbain themselves. It also was
of the prosbest iuportence for the left flauk of the 2d Batiaelion, that the
conneching 2d Bottalion of Infambry Regl. No, 395, under command of Hajor Koch
wes not attacked, The ssourity of the flank and rear, vhich by the now suc-
ceeding Fighting could rot be underrated, ves hereby gueraniesd. No doubd bub
4het she Bngligh hoped thet it would be easy to <wake Benteuzx and to capiture
the cemel line, once they hed taken popsession of le Pave, Yet the rerainder
of the 24 Babttelion, above all the 6ih Compeny, wers not opared from ensgny'a
abbacks nor Irom the adventing tenko, During this attack a few men of the
compeny brought up @ tponch morbar. As rifle ond mochine gun fire wog inef-
foctive againsht the tanks, the company now undertook a trial with o trench
nortar, Hardly tore then 50 mebers from = forward moving tonk, the "mortart A-
wag quickly mountod ond: fired. Incide of the tenk it began to pop. Tho bank
crev opened the small door and jumped out end sought cover in rear of the
steel bed of the, tank, but they did no%s escupe the Germaen fire. :

The result of the fighting by Reserve “tnfentry Regt. No, 19, during the
courpe of the morning was g followa: Vith the egoistence of thoir tenks the
Englich ‘forcas took the Lateeu forest through en enveloping movemeni from the
region of lo Quopnet. Parbo of the 3d Betsalion of Resorve Iaf. Regt. Ho. 19,
orgenized = new defenpe west of the conal on the road leading to Rues des
Vignes. South of le FPave, guno of the 9%h Battery, Resorve Field &rty. Regh.
Wo. 9, in pocition om the Vogel wood, provented & tank penetration. Other
foreces of the 3d Beblalion Roserve Inf. Regh. Mo. 19, especially tbo 11th Conme
peny, threw beéok %he Bnglich forces coudng from the north tovards Banteu:x, ond
in combeet with et was leid of the 24 Battalion, Reserve Inf. Hogt. Ko. 19,
formed 2 néw Iyont northwoest end nerth of Bantcux.

P /" ; ‘ .
VR

‘The Plan for the Aticck end the Preparchions of the Fnglish,

Vet ied baen done by the enemy thet this cerious crisis coculd hove hap-
pened by fhe 24 /Cerman Army? Topas of the great penelration attempts by the

’ 4 ;

Entonte up to/the Fell of 1917, conducted with o vest numbor of men and with
large quentities of meteriel resulied in a decipive success. With an omezing
stubbormnent tho Bnglish were still fighting in o continuous raia on the muddy
soil of Fiénders for a vietory and military glory. Bub that, which from doy
to dey grew lens assuring, was %o be attempbed ansu at another plece.

/ ) ) - H ! . . &
Dagpite tlje advanced sesson of the year, tho English Comzender-in-Chief
planned’ :Sq:c whie nrenvh o? November a2 nev large atiuck within the zone of tho
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3d English Army, comnended by General Byng, against the Cembrai front.(l)

Sir Douglas Heig believed that the Germens had weskened their other fronts in
the Wesh, espscinlly so the cector in froat of Cambrai, in order to have a suf-
ficient resistance power during the Englich offensive in Flanders, which had
boon going on for months. It was well known at the Headquaerterc of the English
forces, that exhausted Germen Divisions only were stationed in thio Cambrai soc-
tor and it counted on & ielling surprisc in conducting a sudden atleck against
this quiev front.

The general plan of the operabion was with the assistance of tanks to
byreal through'the German Hindenburgnline(z) bettreen Gomnelisu and Havrincourt
on a froniage of two corps ond 1o open a way through the defensive system
through which covalry could advance ©0 turn to account the success atiained by
the infandry. This new oittack vas to account for a groater gein than the one
vhich Gensral Pebtain entored upon egeinst the angle of the Germen West-front
near Leifeuxn, northeast of Solesons, 1o relieve the preasurs againgt the Eng-
iigh in Mleudevys. Capiured orders for the execution of this opsration-plan
indicated this, JAccording Lo the preperstions made, the main defencive zone
was to be penebrated in three coubsat sectors end the Bourlon-forect, <the towms
of Bourlon, Foptoine-Nobre Deme, Rumilly end Crevecoour, beyond the defensive
zona, were to be cepturad on the first dey of the atuvack. .

“he main attack of the 4th Corps woo to be carried out by the 5lst and
624 Divisions each with 4wo brigades in the front line. The first objoctive
(blue line) was the railuey stretch northeast of Hovrincourt-north of Ribecourt.
Ths "brown line® {second objective) was north of Flesquieres and the third at-
tack objective {rsd line} was formed by CUraincourt and la Justice. From thig
point it weo inbended to launch the 152th Reserve Brigade of the Slzt Division
ageinst Fouboine~Nobre Dame and to occupy this town, Parts of the 36th Divi-
sion had to joln the 62d Division on the west flank of the lotter. The 56th
Division wos ordered to meke o feint abttack againgt the sector Gueant~Inchy.
The boundary for the 3d Sorps was fixed wesi of Ribecourt to west of the Heuf
forest. The Gth, 20th and 12th Divisions wore directed to atieck teward the
eest of this line. The quick capturs of lo Vaooquerie and of the heights clese
to and northvest thereof (called by English ftroops "Welsh Ridge") was of greab
importancs for the 20%th Division, The 12th Division lounched the 36th Brigade
40 win the first sbtock objective, after which this.brigads was to bhe overiaken
by the 35th Brigede which had to teke by assault the "brovm 1line” - the elevat~
od platomu by le Fave., As this division also had the important task Lo asgume
the flapk probection for the abback movement towerd the Hast, the 37th Brigade-
was ordered 1o make o turn to the right from the "brown ling" to occupy firsi
of all the west bamk of the censl from Bonteux as for as Crevecosur, The 29th
Division acted as the reserve of the 3d Army Corps, but was to follow this
corps immediately mnd seize a2t once the line Mosmieres-Runilly-larcoing, after
tho cepture of the socond objective. (Three divisions were placed im rcadiness
a5 reserves but rather far to the recr, to lcep the operation secreb. )

After this, the ussexbled cavalry wae to davelop the invasion of the Ger-
men iine into o pensirations, Tho 2d and 5th Cavalry Divisions were to pass
through the gepo fermed by the tanks and infaniry, te the south and east eround
Cambrai and the lst Cavalry Division to the wost past the city. The latter

(1) Accordiﬁg 40 CGol, Taller, "Tanks in the Greast Var,"” and W, S.Churchill,
“The World Crisis," tho suggestion ceme from the staff of the Tank Corps.
(2) The Siegfricd position line was celled the Hindenburg line by the English,

~
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division waz to egs isﬁ +the Bnglich infaniry in the oapture of Candaine and
Fonbaing~Nobre Dams, while tho main porbions of the regimeuts of this division

(=42

o occupy Boarlon from the northeast. Finally the st Cavelry Division

glse dircched bo serd dotachments Lo uallly and 7 illoy e encirclo tha city
» aud anw with the eavelry forces %o the east of the city, Daglich
cavelry breops also were Lo advanee o ‘the Senges Ureek, lo thoro-

L&?lya uhG Gerrmen trensmission of nrde"n and the intervening ccnn
yn the whols arsa behweon the canal de 1'faceut, the Denceo Crook

wel du Noxd, olso th the emst and Porwheuﬂ of Cambrai. To divers.
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of tie Gcruhma, secondery sittecks were Lo be made ou boih sides
,xrt by'uﬂxﬁu of the 1&th and 3d va151onﬂ, yhile the 164%h Brzgano
th Ulvision was to mukc e gimilar atbock near the Gillemont Ferm

Fovember 20%h was desiguaﬁed on October 25th as the dete on vhich the
operation vas e begin, In hnﬂiwan orders thig Op°“&ulau wao terned the
."ﬂurprlg abtack,”

The mebhod and procedure of the English atback wore enbirely new, Appare
ently Hedg “gel ectad the Germen operaﬁxon in Septeuber neur Riga for his model”.
This operation conducted by Ju*prmﬁe, had rosulted in great success. The Ing-
ligh plun wes kepb strietly secret uond the preparutvona were made with groet
ceubion. Yven the Fronch had no Inowledge of the irminent abback, 1lthou~h -
thoeir troops comncoted with the Inpglish fvont o the noyth of 8t. Cuentin.
Piorrefou shoted, that besides the Fremeh commander~in-chief, Generval Potain,
no one olso at the Froneh J.H.Q, hed knovledge of the athback under preperation
for come lengbhy period. Tho English command elso hneu now to conceal its in-
tenbions fron iis own uroeps._i”he negessery reconnaisgences vere performed un-
der obgervance of special procawtionary meﬂsurea.[fﬁob divipions wore not moved
sute the front 1ine bafore the atiack. The troops moved up for the penotration
vers not permitied to intermingle with each other, and as far ag pogoible,

‘were not to get in touch with he troops locaied in the xronn.(QLL oveuevta.
gven ‘those in ths vesruard sane, were wade during derkness. r‘he um*ﬂ 2 divi-
gions, for the most part, were to enter the jumping-off pooitien during the
last night. o new cazmp clies and road cons structions were permitted. Tho
augﬂenua%,on of the ap 1llory comberi weeno uas carefully concealed.

Prior to this operation, the Bnglioh etiacks were aluays nreparud in ad-
vance for a&ys end even ueeks, by artillery fire. ¥For the abtac I to bogin
on Toveuber 20, they desisted from a lengbhy and protracted ari*llcry prepa-
rotion, IHeig ULSAbd 10 beat n pzih with texks. The condition of ihe ger»
raiy, 85 & wvhole, was deemad favorsble for the employment of the tﬂnhu. Fop
For tho first time it vos inbended to employ the Englioh ware-machines in
massn.  Phis vas to resuld im the greatest surprise fov the Geormans. 1,000
pung were asaembled by the English cormand, theiyr mov owentq into position
were accorplished vef; dexterously and unobserved. g

.
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. Docides 160 trench morters, the ollou;n« guns wore incerbed: !

90 - 13~pounder {7.6 cm,)

480 - 18-pounder (8,38 cm.)
99 ~ S0-pounder (12,7 cm.)

396 ~ 4,5-inch Howitzer (1L,75 em.)

140 & Geinch Howibzer (15.24 om,)
30 =~ 8-inch Howltzer (20,3 cm.)
28 - 9.~~1nch Howitzor (23.4 cm.)
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10 - 18einch Howitzeve {D0.48 em.)
2 = i5einch Howitsors (88.10 cJ.)
2 ~ g,0=4nch Guno {38.4 on, )
13 = Beineh Quas (15.24 om.)
Tho exbensive foreot of Hoveincours offovad o favorable possibility
Zor ac.z'::...ug; UDs Junt as tho Dunplich denid f;{:od fron 2 lez.g‘uz*_f firdng fop
2f2oet, they Glno dopiodod from en tacurste rogioctrotion. On the oll othes
iw.';:d, Sheir ddotribution o firo vag eer ni’L.!.lJ vagule.'ed. Commoneing with |
heavy connonade, & disiined rolli n*' bhariage had o pz'enet.o the asoek |
movements of Ghe Seukn, Tumoroug botboriss opened ito fire ul Yho somo bime |

4o dominate the (fema,a ”r’allJ.aM;, .;ha.w cheorvotion and comnond pesis. ;
Suska bomo wore used dug uﬂ- shig fiping, vhils long range geng and nowdte |
zers vora ko chell the veads, towns nd reilwey yards located in reoy of

she Geszan frows,

Thoe entdsy m:zi: Gowps undor tho commond of Genoral Fllep vas auscenbled,
it was formsd inte thres brigedes, eoch ol threo ‘na voliong. Eoeh ﬂzzqu_Os&
; prgauined ’3.:*1‘ throp compenied, each compeny inmto four gectionas, Accorde
ing Lo the teble of o";,-* Lszdion, the uc‘uaﬁ. “':.ﬁoa" 2 "he conbel vonks muol
aeve boon 453, kil ough the Baglioh command stotos thad there vers onty 362
*!;a‘zus vocd ull?'.l.;": \:& steek. &% any rove, a mz ne" o" "ﬂﬂ's 1IGVEY even
pm::z.wma r pmployod ne‘*‘e-amo*a in pn oviocke 'Tho adve ca 0% sho tanks
vas, 0 m.:':'vdg sinted, 6 be coversd by a bs."rage form é of high explosive
nnd ook aéze?_l - beo 1 d in-Zrond of tho dunko ab grass sey inbervalo.
The * sunes bon mimyboo Befors the openiug of the fire in

84

B
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ho tanzs weys e w}s«

o
LOVerat TiVal.e

plaict thia Sins there wore two differend I:i do of? tanks.

P
& g‘:

w" Mlern I¥, 10177): linle dani with Lo an.::elnottn"sa',
wpidefize gung end four Letis mechine guno. Female bouk
symed with only sim Lowio machine gang. Temk erows 1 aﬁ’ Sim
(00.1 4‘1“,‘(’. ? BGLAI

The Babbaliono weie indiszied b}; lovge letbors, vhile ths
57

,ompu’ were *u:woreu cormoneing U:.uh fioe 1, within tho
Tagie Gorps ond the ssctiona within the bLatianlion,

™

Pha Touh Datiolions wore ppportionsd 4o the severcl abbtack divisiens.
The 5lct Division thus c’.i':po od of Dattelions D and @ of he lot Tork Dri-
gade, he Gth Diviolon had Batielions B and H-of tho 24 Temk Brigndo, tho
12%h Divicion had Basitnlions € ond F ol hle 3¢ Tork Brigade, bul the 20%h
Division oppavontly had only pno compony of Betéalion A. The muwmber of the
lasiids) c«.saiz;m::s to the so‘:arol. vaven dvi‘f qu:f.ﬂ"ed cccording to the cmploy-
wond in which tho divisions dispossd of thelr brv m.dao, aithor frontal or on
the floute. For ingbance, the alibacking L sholion on the right flank of the

oGl Divicisn, hud 38 dauks in the first, 12 tanks in tho second ¢ ond 6 heniio
? ?

in the third wove, By Batbelion D {(153d Tl;lgwd Sigt Division), tho fired
x,w.ro *m’ 6 cu +ho pecond wave 18 Sankg mm he third veve 12 tanlge Indie

b groups wero olso conselidebed for particulap tushd.

Spaciol Ordors ¥o. .‘LCI, inoued by the Engl Lish somaand oa Foveombey 18
partiy read ao Zollowypte

' ozorrod the Tauk Coeps will have
it hoes «'1:'\10..&1;,’ galted for nouy wonbiig,
02 & bosilo, in vigorcun figating.”

Sio opnc"“"qi y fop vhich
%6 operote in tho midob
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Tho wrong wuamer in valch the tanka were cxployed horetofors cnd the mee
poseiul Goroun defe mwe measures adepied, had vary ruch lowered tho o:':.f::.»
uel eusspersbod e pa* sosson of the performances of thig new Snglioh combak
weapen.  On Hovonbar 20, Go: norol Blles opined he would produs *"*9 a' ido*ma,
ghak ou irporiand vole tho wnop o o’n,,mom'c? perlio «::ouM play i ..e;go
babiis. The oxdey "afez'rud o aluo s“'*"e;.E”A..T nreparabions Un:.s. hapd wosls
end furenhive faculiy esn producs, have beon sekon. 7 CA oy L’GO ot "'):‘tr capyn
fully c:‘:::'r;f.sfi..cu'b re MMBD m::;:‘.v’“ r wao nacessary o sglest Sho. ssc:\»
'013 - nadabe, rjx'cvgsz’xé’.. positiong, roais end o;)j»cm::so. A knewladee of the tor-

ratn eonditions of he combm nond, oo complebely ag msczblo, had ‘o uev oe-
,cua od.  Aviony the tochnicel conbtrivenses, besiden the proporations for 5o

¢

monay rnghises, 6 rmabl*mnea'ao Por tho phorage of mader gl (m's, oil owd replis
rabordel ), zz:.'z‘:mgcnenhs had to be davigod for c'*"ry.mg and casting off of
foasines ':',o bo used in pasoing over very wido Cermen o3 renchod. :
Hxe arcices wore conduched for the jolnt ope 'm;.,aza 0f 4ho vomtip end infan-

Srye Sigunaly wovo ayyanged amwm the W Q4006 FTor inptongs, the comzander
of every bomk vould throupgh a ol Lenal fndicate do the infanbry followiug the
savk, vhother or nolt tho wvay was cieor, wiilo on -"he other hond the assould
debechronta were able to Inforr m:f& Lot evray vhen tenks vers nadded by @l
infontoy, : ‘

y probowt of Vwinbey troining, b hs Tash Corps was 2938 zublod

s of Albosrt. Tho ténk bﬂ""aln.o 1t arrived one by one from the Ypros
end dprag frent ond alse ro,.l winter qv.ames*:s. They wara Lranopo ovsad L:r 7ail
Ly vielnit y of Hlbort o Geuseoucourd vicnco they proceoded o % heiy
Lo sOCTORS uided “shedy ot poter.

!a'

AL pedl journoys as woll o the movemenia o" ‘—he sonkeg to Ghe teuporary
sgoomzodation soctors ond finnlly dlso sha asoen m.w in the 1332210&3 0f proadinesg,
wore verfomed ¢uring nighto. The frond corbot Iines vors requirod to fire with
mnghiso geng and bie mn portarg o drowa the nclises of the tonks duping tholr
conceutretion. The lorgest cosembly of tdamke iu veer-of the evtack troops

o.ﬁ' plase in the i o"af"*'of Hovrincousd, Other tauks woro goncezled En pmeller
woodiands oy in LOWNd. nais‘o, govarsd Wi'u:‘x beenochesn, s r:.:r; or eorth=golorad
rznca g 0f clotha, vovre S"" tehed ovoy the tonkn. :

The Dugt Soh 'f‘uo'll*’" ree pervice funcbioned in 2 f.x.r':;’a closa momner Jor

“hin a':*.'a,zch, Sngligh docunante which lateyr wvorpo found, showad thel 'bim atbach-
ey wor apvriged '{:",11 crery dobeil of the («ewmm ¢roopn oppesing the Tnglich
w"ce Thoy knew all ebout the consirucliion n of $he defenas s;x:s";.c of tho

ho
G (ol u.‘- e ‘Db

.o:f.z:* opeupetion troops, the late ob *'x* anaforg, losacs, roplecensis
end c'*e the pamas of the coumenders dowa to the na-t‘{;::liozw. Top instenco,
the BIEh Gewvuwun Divialog wa a chopceborisod in the following mannor: ’“‘h:.s (e

; rbicipated in mony uauulc-;-,-, and g'ena“ullu hag § :(mc::z" wel The
st be conald ac"ﬂd gooJ. " a5 o the 20%h Division, .L:'. el ,
Divinion hag the evlu te of La..nc' & vory g,ood diriolon. Bub sinco
2 Flendeyn &% hop “QuO"”"" roplacenent 0?2 doubtful volue. oo

oh valus eon be eovimated 0 he ru v wore thon gond.®

The X0 92; bed weed "71 concoitahlo meens te keep the abtdock wnd the
mass omp s of Sonko sacreh in erder o suypriss tho Govmans. They werd
alco fov m coinlly during the “",au von doyo in ite preporotions, by

overetsh 5 tnd W*que;rs yoiny Hovouber doya. Gormon aviators gouid znot
a00 Bhrous §n 7o, Go the fube vhich thioaiened the verk Goroen forced
rorsdnad 0DYoUIG. :
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Tha Tuedher Progress of ffovember S0th.
3

L-.cge.,r }u‘mﬁinf; aub xclfﬂ apusnet the Army front ore not andleipning
durding the mea veure, hus read the woperd sulszad v ﬁ en Hovembor 10th,:
by the 7'7\’:iiﬂqu‘;. r \.m‘r; of tho B4 Axmy, to the Heodousptors of the Army Gvowuy,

10(':3'3 1 at Mom. Four 4oys J_M;r-:z' at dam of day on Hevanbor :.zr.n;n; the

Balq T g " - e " . S ko Pale] 28
nosii mm of the 24 Army, Trom Array s for as o the Q,m; ot 8%. Guoentin
2N u wle O, by 1 oty
lay elmost sithowt cyecy

Gion ’im. o heavy fire of fhe slish batturios.

N

Tho. deronabration “ulth Goo, Smole ond Aridllery" had hidden i
]
T

iate ‘mion,., of the onemy Tor o shord pericd only; Tor tke fuglish atbi clam
this dey without o leasthy arvillery properatd one--an onblrely new combad
mnbhod. :

The erpected hostile opsyation whieh for ids nis
capture of Haveincourd, 'blmea an operatloen for a seeniy L limdtad object,
‘resultad in an attuck on o wide front .Lin m;rcm i . With ono sivoko,
"the so-cdlled quilod u":m’;" was brned indo o tilc r“.\,lln solated Ly

! ot

furious fighiings 1% wos o sweprisae in aln 1ullf"‘ sepse of thia word.
Although 1% steuck the Gurmon re clments whils rmmr for action, they vore
peparated Lrom oach obthor in di GPE roporth onale wide seetors and almost with-
oul propared cowbat means againgt this day's nosy AGNEOEOUS CRPONEN Tmeme

the ‘t'cm?:: “

Tt

Thg bl "lmnd Pleest ponebrated the Gorman Sront bloclkade ad nunorons
poinks Prem II weindonet Lo cloge o and west of Hanbsls. ‘37;'1@ strong 7
:‘}mr-.wieu LTime Wi m 1 Bhe uholo seetor of the B4th Infanbey ”"v..sion onid

at bho Llank J'C{tmom; o hhe (,071’2@,(:'1 » O3 Resexve Divislon, vins Llost.

The eneay camaencad by volling up the flml"‘ wpenehes of the "’J*h Landwehy
Division., ‘The English v;‘.d Mvision z".rivunccu from Haveincours in the direc-

tion of CGrainceurt, wiile numerous assault colwnns moved Drom Ribéeourt f
and vin le Pave 'w:.‘. i the cansl line south of Cembyal. $he tanks remoined |
adb 91l tires at dhe heod of the abdaecks and propared 1,1 war. The tonlk {
was the maln adtack wenpon on this day under tho protection of which, all Jf
fnslish atbeck divisions vere operating. The bdripades of the English Slat
Division were thoe only enes who had to stop in frond of IMeaquloPes. H

A R '

Plosculores.

e R —

N

W gozmander of 1

ed from Moveoins to Flesauleheo. The Cormander,
1‘ ol Tuu”"ldo of fthe canal via Hoyoelleso and

v loud combat noise ros ;»'w:{:icm fron vha Tront,

the enony wag ploced on the ronds and junction points.
i overy kind of cbseprvatiou,

Inltantey '?.m Amont
I

1

g heavy
Wha donon Lo

The ride led o the Woas of armen sriillory ahieh adood
wly manged eost of o::(gz:i.c.-:"a‘:m. § sholle of difforent eolibros
rz‘c*ﬂ:_:z}: vho dattery pocitions siace the early morainy hours snd mony
were dostroyed by e beavy fire of 1, Woenomy, o the hores of £
SEill avallsble sur s, shot citer shobd wuas Dived BUCCESALON .

The wroteobtive hamrese wos noved ek sevorel timos. 21y and Done

© ionad offisors wore :::-.-:}1i; forward by She s ‘ﬂ-rw.;;m:; and batitorics to

. : . P EEN o ', : :
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seek in the fog a guidence of the combat situation. (L),

ifa jor Krebs arrived at the command post cf Infantry ftegiment No. 8%,
at about 9:00 a,m. His own 24 Battalion as we lmow hed already advanced
with 1its main forces to ocecupy the Oetinger swltch {rench. The eunemy's
artillery kept Flesquicres, as well as the vhole heights under a heavy
fire. The information so far recelved from the front line was extrewely
weagra. Telephons connection existed only yith the stalf of the lst
Battalion, Infantry Regiment No. 84, whose cormander had called for assis-
tance Vecause the enemy had entered the firat combat lines. Ko informnation
was recgived from the left sector. The corbat roise became more and more
distinct, a suspicious indicailoni ¥Yajor Xrebs assembled quickly all the
available German forces. The order sent to Major Stubenrauch, no® to
advence for the present bevond the Intermcdiste position, did not reach him,
bui the machine gun company and parts of the 8th company, of the 24 bat-
talion vere stopped. ' ‘

9L half battalion (24) of Reserve Infantry Regiment No. 27, (Capt.

Pfaehlor, commanding) was moved up by motor trucks from Fontaline-lotre=-
Deame o the southwest of Cantaing. Tho 34 Company was directed vo ploce
itself in readiness in the first $rvench of the Intermediante posliion close
%o and east of the Park and the 4th Company connecting boward the left,
had to enter in this position. . .
o The two regimental commanders walted longingly for Turther Teporis.
Despite the urgent requests of superior cormanders, they could only give
incomplete information of the present situation. Suddenly the Tirst tanks
‘appeared and agein they tried to screen their coming by artificial smoke.
Next they sent an infernal fire from their guns and machine guns.- lajor
Hoffmeister, a giant figure was badly wounded on the head wnile stending
in the trench, (2). iajor Erebs alsv wounded, now assumed the coiand.
Tnergetically and quickly he took the necessary measures, inowing that
everything depsnded on the quesit on of mzintaining the position on the
heights of Flesquiefes.

_ The English also understood that the winning of Flesquiefeé was of
the greatest importance for them. They sought to gain this objective
through the employment of strong forces. ore and More tanks showed up
in front of the Intermediate position. The lut and 24 Compeny of Heserve
Infoantry Regiment No. 27, sheltered during the past night in the pits and

~

galieries of Flesquietes, reccived ordors fron Iajor Hoffmeister at aboub

8:50 a.m., to move into the Intermediate position and one~half. hour later,
(1) Tor the extensive sector of the 54th German Infantry Division, bhetvween
Havrincourt and la Vacquerie, without the aril llery reinforcement of 14
bqtteiieg mentioned on page 5, (Artillery Command No. 55, Colonel Lauer,
with 1ight Artillery Group under ¥ajor Vosasfeldt and the bLeavy Artillery
Group under Capbaln Crell. - '

(2) The German tried to take Major Holfmeister to tho main dreasing station
at Noyelles. As the carriers-did not lnow that tho English had gotten so fer
forward, the former were attacked by machine gun Tire which resulted in
losses and vhey had to leave &he aying Major in he hands of the ememy..’
. AL e /

4 "4‘
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to Pall in for & counier-atiack in the direction of the command post of
the 1st battelion, Infantry Regiment No. 84, This last portion of the
order was urﬂnsmit+eﬂ only to parts of the 1lst company, due to which the
remainder of the half oattalxon also rumalnau to defend the position on the
heights. Apalndt “the advanclnn tanns_and the Vuglish assauls troops follow-
ing the former, which in front of the uCatLrlv ‘half of +the town, had already
erossed the trenches of the Intermediate nosxtlfn and wero also threatening
to envelope FlesquicTres, farrant Oficer Reinsch, irmediately occupied the
southwest and . west exit of “the town, with his platecon of the lst Company,
with men of +the 2d battalion end a few groups of Pionesr Company NoO. 108,
the command of which Lieut. méhring assumed soon afterwards. The 24 uompanj
esteblished itself for the defence in. the trenech putcnou located in the
Tuins of the eastern portion of the fown of Flesquieres, to protoct the
Pioneer Park and ammuniiion depots. An effective assista inee for the defence
conducted by the 3d and 4th company, Koserve Iinfantry Regiwent No, 27, was
rendered hy the miching guns of the 24 battalion of the regiment and also by
the trench movtars of the lst battalion. A small detachwent of about 25 men,
mainly of the 5d company, who ‘had not been moved up by motor trucks, took o
position at the nerth edge of the perk. *The 2d line of the Intormediate
position to the resr of the 34 company, was guzrded by Lieut. Helff with a
company formed of stragglers and portions of the 24 baitizlion Reserve Infantry
Regiment Mo. 27. The left flank vae protected by members of Landwehr Infantry
Regiment No. 387, in strength of a platoon; later on noncormissioned officers
and men of the 1st trench mortar section (Subdlv1sion of a trench mortar
company), who dus to & lack of amzranition could no longer serve their trench
mortary, aleo assemvled on this flenk. The commaender of the %d battalion
Infansry Regluent MNo. 84, who had asscmbled all thg siraggiers within reach
t the sugar-reflnery to Yhe northeast of Fles guieres, reporied to iejor
rebs who in turn qrdernu this officer (Captain Férs sen ), to assume cormand
of the remnants of the &4th Infaniry Regiment, about 59 men.

The cormending officer of Reserve Infantry Regiment No.- 27, knew that
toward the east a large gap existed in the defensive front. Information
had reached him thaet the battalions of Landwehr Infantry Regiment No. 387,
had becn subdusd by the Inglish folces.

If one considers the small number of the defenders congregated around
Major Krebs, who on the helghts of Flesquieres oprosed the Inglish tanks,
“and the Baglish numerically supericr infantry, it seoms inconceivable that

~

{the enemy was not suceces ssful in routing the German forces, about 600 men,
1at the first assault. '

The enewy again end again drive its attacis against Flesquie sres, The
fog had 1lifted and it was seen that tanks were standing or were moving
forward everywhere, Bub only in the centre and in thie sastern poridlon of
the town did the “n~lish attain a transitory success. Lieut. Hofer con-
ducting a coutie r~&ttack with the 24 company Reserve Infentry Regiment
Fo. 27, drove the English out of the east portion of the town, while the
enell detachment of the 84th Regiment expelled the enemy trom ‘the Park.

*he ¥nglish. also hed to yield the centre of the town. Corporal Richtes
halted @ tank with hapd grenades and through well directed machine gun fire
annihilated the English assault detachment following the tank. The precious
avmunition depot in the Pioneer Fark was saved to the German defenders
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threugh the possession of the torm. Close to and eas? of Flesquiefes

and as far as %0 the junction of the Ribecourt switch trench, the 3d and

4th companies of Reserve Infantry Regiment No, 27, meinbained their positions.
Thelr mechine guns firved against the cbservation slit of the tanks, Couras
geous men freguently Jumped out of +the trench and threw tamped eharges in.

" front of the eaterpillars; ves, thoy even drew unwoundsd Pnéll sh nmen out

of onc of thc dameszed tHLﬁ-

A% 10:00 a.m., Major anbB asked Briga da He adcuarters Tor reinforcems nt
and at 130 pim. repeated thie request aLving a% the same time s corroct .
outlins of the situation. He sheted "The spirit of the defenders at Flesg@icTes
igs Juet superb, Men and thoir leaders are animated with one tuought on-y--
“to hold the pcsiulong--—rnﬂ the firm will to do ao, ‘means maeh." . |
The Artillery had a TrdlSGJOVthJ are in the defenco aoﬁlnnt the ’f///
Znglish. _ -

fmong $he artillery group which with Landwehr Infentry Regiment Mo, !
384 (of the 20th Lendsekr Division), wes plaeced under the orders of the :
S5&th Infentry Divislon for the defence at Havrincourt, was the 5@ Datter ¥, o
Tield Artillery Regiment Fo. 282. The latter, located close $o &nd west .
cf’ Flesquierss, was comnanded by Lieubt. Finndorf. The sgecond gun of #h
battery had been destroyed during the early morning by & direct hit, bu
the rest of the batiery defended itself against the tanks and formed a
valuable flank protection for the fighters of ¥Major ¥rebs regiment. During.
a very short period this battery dovned five tenks. The Tionecr platrons ‘
(of the 24 depot comrany, Fioncer Reglment Ho. 24) and the Flopeer Prench .
Hortar Company No. 281, jeined the battery and assisted in itz defence of // v
the battery position, P;oneer goldiers removed the still serviceabls
nachine guns from the dqmﬂgad tanks and used them ageinst the enemy uatil
all the ammunitlon found in the damaged tanks was fired. Ths guns of the
German 24 Batiery, Iield Artillery Regiment No. 108 (located south of the & —
sugar refinery), were removed from the carefully »rapared emplacements
with much lebor. Against the tanks the artiilery needed an unencumbered '
mobility in every direction. A& svecking exanple of the manner in which
the EZnnlish artillery fire covered the German batteries, is indiecated by
the Tate of the 3d battery of Field Ar# llery Regiment uo. 108, locuated
at Flevqpleres' This battery entered the battle with only three guns.
Immediately afterwards, the lower carrisge of one of the guns was hadly
gamaged by a heavy shell, after that Znglish shells frequently ceusad the
‘explosion of Cermen &mmunltion dumps. Only one of the three field gums
remeined in aetion at $:00 a.m., but a direct hit destroyed this gun and
its entire crew shortly aftorwards. The battery, from an ariillery view-
noint, wes now vut out of action. ¥hat remained of tho personnsl of this

wutery, plaeed itself at the disposition of the 2d Battery.

S\\

are the direct firing ageinst the cnemy's tanks found its rarlk,
&

the locsses were heavy. OutRDHSu of Flesguieles, the batteries of the 54 e
battelion, Fiold Artillery Regiment No. 213, were fiving, It had-a rgthor
difficult task, for the terrain, as well a2s fthe conditions on the western
front, were unknown. Its first entry on the weastsrn Tront toolr pluce.on a’
najor battle day and at that with a deficiency of emvunition. The followinn
comparison gives a c¢lear picture of the ammunition shortage: The 24 Battery ,
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Field Artillery Regimsnt Ho. 108, &t the comsencement of the English vtiscl
had in its position 2,010 shots and in addition 933 gas shells and 33 caso

‘ahotsg  lMajor von Uslar (&d battalion, Field Artillery Regiment No. R13),

reported that his three batteries, atter fruitless atiempis to obtaim  °
sprmunition, moved inte their assigned artillery positions without armunition,
leaving the artillery wagons in Mercoing until howitzer smmunihion wes™ .
brought up to that place between 2 and 3 a.m., by motor cars. Here 240

shots were received Tor each battery. Iurther replacements were to be .
hauled directly to the batiteries, but only 260 shots were actually received
by the 9th batiery at 6:00 a.um., and they were unserviceable beceuse these:
shots hed no fuze nipples. ’ :

Wwhat the German arti llery accomplished under these ditficult cir+
cumgbances can be seen from the work of the English Historicedl Sectl on, R
Comaittee of Imperial Defence which rends: “fdany of the hits against -our y;y//’
tanlks nesar Flesquisfes were profduced by a Berman srtillery Officer, who 1
beinz the only living person left by his batiery, served & field gun with
his own hands unitil he alwso was killed serving his gun. The great bravery
of this officer exeited the adwmirgtion of every military grade Irom the
highest %o the lowest.™ ’ :

Soveral attemots weru made to ascertain the mume of the officer but
even inguiries made in Zngland have failed. The seurch fer ithe number of .
the battery ms well as that of the reciment alse have been without result.
According to the text of the veport 1t could only refer to a field battery.
The ineccuyate designation "by Flesquieées” did not permit to ascertain o7
more particulors, for tanks advanced from the soubh, woest snd soutsheast,
egeinst this town.” ’ '

Bui the fame of this unknown German Artillery Cfficer cannot be
detracted fram, when the Vribute which the commander of the ersmy pays the
deed =7 one, is expressed for all the German baitieries which stood at
Flesquiefes. Officers, noncoxmigslioned officers and gunners all rendered
valcrous ssyrvice at this place.

The few combat intervals which set in a% Flesquieées were employed
by ‘the Germans in cstablighing ovder within their ranks and in refoming
the confused ond much inter-mixed units, in replemishing the ammunition
supply which had becone rprecariously scanty, slso. the supply of hand-gre-
nades, bhe lotior being hauled from the Ploneer Park located at the south-
cast exit of Flesquleres., Relsated atteupts of hostile forces to outflank
the »ight CGerman wing at this town were repulsed from the northwest cdge
of the town. Assenmbled men of Reserve Infentry Regiment No. 27 ant Infantry
Regiment Mok 84, Pioneers and even stragglers of Field and Heavy Ard llery,
some of whom belonged to batteries which had loat their guns, participated
in these defences. BEY noeon no enemy was able to get ncarer to the defance
front at aay visce, The second line of the Intermediate positinn at. thé
south odge; cast of the toyn and even the first trench of this position
were mainteined agalnst ell attacks. Yeb Major Krebs waited impaiiemily .
for the reinforeemsnts which shortly ulter 1300 p.u., had been promised !
him by the 54th Infantry Divisilon through the mediun of a luminous signal,
mezasge.  The previous successes did not deceive hls estimate of the '
gravity of the situatlon,

e
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mring the carly afterncon hours it becane lmown, thet ihe ¥nglish
were assembling Infentry, Cavelry and Artillery to the south of ¥lezquietes,
it looked as if the enemy was aboul fo execute a new and poweriul stroke.
The latter though was dirccted toward Marcoing. All attempts of Major
irebs, to toke up comnsction to his right and left were without result.
Stretcher bearers retumning fram the rear soon aftorwerds, reported that

Harcolng aud even Foyelles were itaken by the enony. Observations mnde

from Flsgquie§es,indicateﬂ that fnglish Infantry and Cevalry were also
moving in rear of advanelng tanks towerd Graincourt. There was no doubd
that the denger, of being completoly invested and cut off aj Floaguieres,

" inereased with every minute.

In the mesntime (1:30 p.ml), ¥ajor Xrebs had sent the Orderly Officer
of the B4th Infentry Rogiment, Lisut. Bertheau, tc ths ysar to roport the
conditions, Hothing could yet bs seen of the ampproach of the reinforcerents
vromised by the 54th Division,

Graincouri

if%er the German defender (lst Battalion, Infentry Regirent No. 84) of
Havrincourt, had been overwhelmed by the English superiority, the latter's
624 Division advanced in $he diveetlon of Graincours. ILts Sanks hit against
the now open flanik of Landwehr Infantry Reglment No. 384 and then rolled
along tie trenches ol the Sieglfried position and scon showed up in front
of the Intermsdiate posithon, The English 56%th Division now atiacked
from the south on both sides of the cenal under construcfion, and first of
all rollsd up the oub~posts of_the 3d Battalion end later the front most

¢

companies of the lst Battalion of the 3841h Landwehr Infantry Rociment.

The companics of the 3f4th Regiment resisted in the conmunication
trenches and in the strong pointa with trench morvars, machine guns &nd hand
grenades $0 stop the janks, but nobuwral asd arsificial oz us well as smoke
clouds of the shells, increased the difliculties of the Tighting.  The v
tanks ,came up swrprisingiy in the Tlanlk and. rear. of .tho_defenders. One

ik o1 3 RUTOUS, BEOUDS. Here,. ent o2 fron EHE
retPeat. Smaller Battalion assembled 2% $he Sth and 6th
company in the Intermediate position zouthoest of Graincourt and tried to
continue the defence. This position thoush could bs mainbained for & short
Time only, beeause théres was a shorbuge of armmmition and reinfovcsments
did not arrive. The wogiment (584th) was dlsversed, small groups of the
regiment were conducted to Cantaiuz. (Note: The wav diary of Landwehr :
Infentry Zeeiment Mo. 524, glves the Tollowing losses, 3 deed, 37 wunded, 47
1.1%5 nissing). - e :
T he fwe battsries or vhe lst Battalion Field Ar%illery Regiment No. 282
as well as the 2d Battelion Field Arglillery Regiment Ho. 213, loeated in
and close to the southwest of Grainecurt, tool up the combat against the
advaneing tams ab oncs. 7 loss mobvile heavy batieries (mostly captured

so the 6th battery, Landwehr Fecot Airtillery Regiment Ho. 61, 34 Battery,

STELO L ALver another

o
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gans,
Landwehr Foot Artillery Regimens To. 37 and 6%h Battery, Landuehr Foob .
Artillery Regiment iHo. 32) expended their very meagre supply of wrmunition y
against the advanelng Znglish InPantry, But the heavy artillery fire of e
The enemy already had destroyed weny guns, thus for instance the 6th battery,
Field artillery Regiment io, 213, lost early all of its three guns. Two
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field guns of the lst Batisr of Fisld Art:lxcvy Regiment Ho. 288 also

were mmothersd by surih and badly damsgod. The frontnost batiery of the -
‘24 battelion ¥ield Artillery Hegiment Ko, “1u acnicvad zood resulits v

against the tenks moving in the divection of FlcbqulwreQ. Ais the last
firing gun of the 4th batisry, Field‘ur‘ulllery Hegiment Wo. 213, could not
be moved by humran strengith lo the steep slope in front of the battery,

to Tive sgaingt the now 'Vpearwnb bunks close to and ulcbuavs‘nf the gun,
the vosition alreedy under the fire of hostile marhine guns apd Infantry,
kad to be given up. (Hovs: The 2d Battelion, Field hrtj]lbrj Jeginent
Ho. 215, during the niph» Trom the 18th Yo the 20fh could only £ill their

(]

gun lirbers end wagons wilh amm an*tlap) The counecling lst Butber
Landwebr Foot Axrtillery Regimsnt No. 97, also wae obliged to quit their
hoavy howlizors, The i erews “f the let and 24 batlery, Field Artillery

t an
Regiment Mo, 38. in Craincourt, stuck to th@ir"guh as late as the after-
noon hours until the last uhellawas Tiref. ~The Bth Battery, Field irtillery
Negiment No, 213, located aboul 500 metres southvest of Graincourt, expended

all its aommition by 3:00 Dt

Tha English also aﬁtamntu to extend the penctration in a northerly
direction toword the youo uuﬂbr?4~gﬂpd 10, In the sector to the right of
the hivision {20th L“ndwehr), at Landwehr Lnfantry Regimsnt No. 3806,
everyt ,"nf'w»s guiz® on the front 11na since 8130 d.m,, afiexr ondurwng
& heavy sriillery fire, An uneasy quletnoss! Only to the lofd could they
hear **c combat nolse ouwt of the fox. Toward noon onothker heavy fire yas
Pluced on the positions. DPatrols of the Gth and 8th company and stragelers
of Lamdwehr Infantry Regiment Ho. 382, r@pof%cd that Inglish forces had
antered tho conncciing sector to the 1Gfﬁ end wore now threntening the

-

the artillery cormander of the 20th Landwebr Division, in the meantime
ordered each of the 4%th ond S%h Batiory, Field ,rfx‘lr ry Reglnent, Ho. 288,
t¢ prsh ope gun zhead evh of $he posidion, Theuss gms gave on azcellent
aeecunt oguirst the tenks and the Englieh Infantry, from the sugar refinery,
northywest of Graincouwri. (Noite: Tho gun of the 5th Battery was pushed
ehead by hands and after it had expended all ite smmmition, was carried
buck by the gunnors nurirg the alfeinoon 4o 1ts old pesiiion west of
Bourlon) Cn the other hand, the cilempis of Landwchr Infantry Regiment
To. 386, to maintain itself south of the Bapaume read was in vain. The
ersmy's btenks end Infantry, through constant outflanling, forced vhe 2d
Rattalion as well an vhe O¢ Bettalion cf $the xOLlubnt, the latter having
burrisd hither o assist the 24 B ettalion, to Tall back. These o bate
talions, in consacy w3 Yhe lst Batbulion south of Yoeuvres, established
selx* in the fivel line of Shs Intermediatc posit on. '”he 3d Battalion
nded the I rann from about the polint where the posiil on bends gharply to
south, Towurd %the east In the dirsetion of Cap of isnneut, hastily
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eollected men being usad for thisg purpese. To ths lefd thounh, cennections
guld not bo ssbhablizhed for the prssent by the patrolis sermt out for this
T 0SS .

The cunemy also leld hig Inteuse bowmbardment agsinst the trenches of the
20th Infantry Division, comnecting to the right with the 20th Landwehr
Division., %he cormanding general of the former received information at
about B:25 a.n., that tanks and skirmisher lires were advancing tovard
Quéant. Iield Artillery Resiment No. 46 and the heavy batteries placed

lenk and scon zlzo the reer of Infentry Repiment Ho. 386. Yajor Vollerthun
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their fize ot onee apoll
theach proved, that the

and dspoy~torgeis. e

ostile Torces. Accuralio obs OTV\lu Lon

: smd skirmisher lines vere nolhing bub snarcs
Fnplish 86%h Division nade uwse of Yhis sirang
ghratasy: din oprdor to woed :T_.‘ll&"h 1he misslon-—--"domonsirad on.”  Un o hm
Tront it soon beewro guled wgaine  The yeports an* orientution .r.'o alvod 0%

neon row the Croup Arvas, howsever indicated that the flank of the 20th
Infantry Division was nd"lmmm So the 24 ,?}at{t.l}.o Infantey ;»",{;'»z‘.zo H

i
Ho. 02, wes dimcebsd to take up o position from the frent line up to and
including tbe ecanzl eapt of Inchy, o gover the left ale.m.‘. The A01
Iafentry igton aLso0 1‘#::(}'“" od from the (T

Intenbry ﬁo"--mr*m jine V7 pud the & Battery,
Ho,. 46, Calon@l Gemorsg, the commander of thu. wCh,h 3311‘&111»’; Lr i{;’-'fdo, “ian
loin s:z-od to snek a u;wrﬂna position to the west of the Hourlon-Torest {ov
hig battalion and he was alzo direeted by the division comsandor (I“.mu..
General wollmanmi, to cover ihe division opeinab hostlle ettecks out of -
ling Mocuvres-Craincoutd ‘

in frent o ' the Gote-gove of "'u‘t,rm .

The troops of She 107k Infentry Division hopad %o spend o few do ve
s

of rast in t'ﬂ HReos m:»m-h:-:onr *)rio to relioving the 20th Landwehr DLvL

gionz.  Thus, the cwrdors e be "Deady for Action" ond to changs cccor**orluﬁ'.o:fm

.Lb ks
camn ag & corwlete swprise. Those orders wore auldsly chenged sgudn, fop
> H

at G340 2ermms, Group "um;r" send ned instruetlons for dhe rogiments of tho
division {sse voges 6 and 9).

Ixfentry Reslwont Mo. 2279, qulcl Ay cullsd 1ts campenis o from
crounds fnd gas chombers, os ab chowt 9:00 ‘cm.m., Division
0'.{'&1731:'(:{1 Y

1 o move." Shorily before 10:60 aaa., the
the 215%h Infantry Brigade, divectoed the S87th

work bo move of at onee o suppord R s:csrvo I entey
o Gth z‘.u:;crve Myision gencorally. The Headouuriors
; Dpservo Infantr ’5f=f~'iu.<1nt mirried chezd of the 1‘9{;,,1:}1311"' fyon
C:.am‘;)ru “he Headgquupboes Jlesurve Infontry Beslwent Ho. 90, locoisd
in tre ::*)in:zing nill =% jcesnicves.

i’ﬁ,ﬁ, ;-w-.s‘lixre “ v}f g-g‘l-ﬂ-lm(-. 50y
Fovarber Loth, and 5‘1:1&31;{* '2;

/
Ty ~-'; Tha
toux,- but the I8 o

252, dotrained duwins the late evening
he early morning houwrs of Hovember 20th, o
% hl rocimont dld not crzdve in the raileay
vord of Oambrai, unsil ‘of Hovember 20%h. AL @bouy 2:00 aan.,
the resivonb recoived e order to warch at once vith the let Daviale
foa, 0 .z,‘,ourlc:.n, and widh the 2d Dattalion to Ponbaine.leire Dame. The
cudor added that both towns luy under hosiile fire. The 3d Eettalion
was ordored by $he Drilgode {.vU.":T.’l nd.z‘r divectly, to tale up olurm ounartors
in Hho nopthwesnt povréion of T coupanics in R ioux and Cagnoneles
nde ,;Nmn"o:"e»n‘o'* o moreh ngo.  In order o seek accurate inforrt -
'u_Lc:.l of $re situstlon, dhe resimepial commnder, Liocut erant Colonel von
1“5(1.401'14:3", vilshod o ride by the brigade Houdquapiors in Ceambrais ...
Trhoush a mistake, he serived at the Headguarisers of the Division, where y
onoral Havemnstedn gave him orders to occuny bhe “mx‘ahc,s-m sceond wosition
{rom Annews via Canse e Lo Hoyellos aad oo for as Bimdlly, stobine that
in the mweantlned tho ex xnlo ynent of the regivents wore changed.  An ontomoblle
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yas furnished the regimental camanier, that he might meet the onmarching

- battalions and give them the latest orders.

A grave disaster occurred during the rail journey of Reserve Ingantry
Regiment No. 52. Not far from Hirson the troop train of the 2d Battalion
collided with another train. 5 officers were killed and & officers and 23
men seriously injured, 100 were also slightly injured. This was not a
gmod omen for the new theater of war! On the morning of INovember 20th,
the companies were training in the vicinity of their quarters at Cnrnie%as,
Bousieles end Pevillers {east of Cambrai)}. From here they were ordered 6o
the south and west of Cambral to serve as the Group Reserve. While on the
march to these points the order was changed sgain. The reglment now was
placed under the orders of the 54th Infantry bivision and directed to. take
possession agaln of Flosquickes and the Intermediate position Flesguietes—
Ribécourt. The regimental commander, Major Frihling, had in mind to solve
tris mission with the lst and 34 Battalions. To hurry the approach, auto’s
of the mobtor transport columm of the 107th Infantry Division were assigned.
The headquarters and two companies and two companies of the frontmost lst

.Battalions were loaded on the auto's between 1:00 and 2:00 p.m., in the

eastern portion of Cumbrai, the remainder kept up the mirch. The regi-
mental commander rode to Cantaing ahead of hils cormand.

During this erisis-like situation, orders had to be constantly
changed., The picture which the cormanders and their staifs glesned from
the information coning from the front changed continuously. Officers in
automobiles, Dragoons, Hussars and Lancers mounted on horses, bringing
reports or transmitting orders, had great difficulties in passing the
trucks and vehicles on the roads. Baggage and rail on wagons, saddle horases
and field kitehens were returning from the battlefield. Limbers of the
artillery did their utmost 4o get to the battery positions. The battalions
of the 107th Infantry Division encountered these movements and found the
roads completely blocked. It resuliad in a constant to and fro, in over-
taking and intercrossing movements. No marvel that such an entanglement
produced terrorizing rumors which soon spread. Terrible things were said
about the tanks. More than likely that the narrators never saw one but
Just for that, their portrayal was all the more horrible. The number of
the tanks grew from mouth to mouth. ‘hat the first sald about it, the next
considers too little and the third even raised the number given by the
second. '

group Candry, at 10:50 a.m., gave the following instruetions to the
54th and 107th Infentry Divisions: "The mailn point is, that the linss in
our possession at present must absolutely be maintained. The counter-
attacks ncw under way will be carried out but ner onzs will be omitted.™
The instructions also advised the changes, slready stated, for the employ-
ment of Reserve Infantry Regiments No. 52 and 232 (Subordinafon to the
54th Infantry Division and occupation of the southern second position,
as group reserve). DBut at this time the hostile attack movement wus still
in perfect flux, Flesquietes excepted. Of the maintenance of a longer
and connecting line, with the still rcmaining parts of the troops in the
secior of the H4th Infanitry Division, could not be thought of. It vas
extremely questionable under such a situation, 1f the regiments of the
107¢h Infantry Division, after some of the long approach marches, would
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be able to tim°ly and effectively engoge anmd stop the forward movement
of the powerful nglish attack. Furiker reporis received from the front,
of the advance and expansion of the hostile attack could only strengthen
this doubt. If a catastrophe was to be prevenued Turther forces had to
be employea in the centre of the attack. : '

An order from Headquerters of the 24 Army on the carly afuornoon gave
news of the coming of new divisions and secveral rest-battalions; a Tew
batteries of neiynborin" proups also were indicated as enroute. But even
the arrival of reinforcements from the 6th Army connecting o the right,
cr from- the Groups Quentin and Oise, could not be counted upon until the
late evening hours. Of the divisions enrouie, the 214th Infentry Division
of the 4th Army was to jo n Group Arras, the 0th Infantry Division of
the 7th Army, Group Cauwdry, and the 119th Infentry Division was to form
the army group reserve. Bub would these divisions arrive in opportane
time? Ceneral Ludendorff in his War emories, referring to the movement
of the divisions for Cambrai, states: "The order to an orgenization to
move by rail does not sighify its arrival. I% has to march to the railway
verds where trains arc assembled., The trains can move only cver the
several lines undor timely designated intervals to which must be added
the running time. Thus it took mostly from two to three days and even more,
before a division reached its destination with about 30 trains, it was
seldom tha® they could arrive more quickly. The first train hauling
reinforcewents could not arrive.in Cambrai until early on the morning -
of November 2lst. Wot until November 234 could ample forces be assembled
to face the Znglish atdack, The lack here of motorized columns %o trans-
port the troops, was ensxtlvelv perceived.”

when the reports sounded more and more threatening, the position divi-
sions assembled ell the, in same degree, combatuble forces which could
anywhere be reached. The 54th Infantry Division ordered the field recruit

_depot to move up at 12:50 p.its by rail and motor trucks from St. Aubert ani
the assault detochment to move at 11:55 a.m., from Cauroir. The comandant
of the division headquarters with about 50 men was sent to the canal as
a covering parsy. Hven the 9th Reserve Division ordered & part of its’
reeruit depot to mrch o Crévecoeur.

During the first hours of the afternoon, the Headquarters of the gth
Reserve Division informsd the commander of the 18th Reserve Infantry Brigade
what it was seriously considering to evacuate everything on the left =side
of the Schelde river and to blow up the canal bridges. Colonel von Gleich,
the Brigade Commander, energeticelly opposed this. Further inquiry made
4o the covmander of Infantry Regiment Ho. 395, also resulted that he also
was Tirmly convineed, that not only Benteux but also the piguets and at
lonst the town dofensive woris of Hornecourt would be able to repulse a
stronger attacks 'The Brigsde Corminder agun and urgently reccrmended
against the evacuation. ihile these dlscusslons were taking place, the
cormoerd er of Infentry Regﬁmonﬁ ﬂo. 535, Major von Kulzkowski, neported that
the counter-attacik of his 2 talion had started. ‘

This battalion canins: from the Ferme lMontecouvez errived in Banteux
at about 1:00 p.m. Its attack toock place in 2 west-north-westerly direc-
tion, the 8th company of Infentry Reglment No. &35 joining the buttalion.



P st

At first, the attack developsd favorably. Various trenoh patehas were

taken from the English. Scon though oeVOral tanks blocied the way of ihe
right flank end caused heavy losses, A4 stronp counder move of the enemy

ther stopped the advance of the other portions of the battalion. AV any
rate, & strong resisisnce line had now been Tormed around Danteux. Although
the enemy continued its attacks during the next aif'terncon hours, agalnst
the sitrong point of Benteux, he wes unable to attain notable advantages.

Through the a: sembTinv of ﬁmall groups, the 9th Reservc Division
Lormad & nexy front on the west bank of the canal from Banteux as far as .
crévéeocur during the afbernoon. - Although these forces vere woeak, reinforce-
ments were on the march. It also appeared as if a certain conclusion of

“the Tighting had reached this sector.

(NOTE: ‘“he evacuaiion of the bridge points were given up due to the ob jec=
tions reiseds. An srmy order of November 2lst, directed also that the Schelde
crossings be meintained. Yhe 9th Reserve Dlvision was able v maintain the
important portions on the west bank which for the intended German counter-
atteck were of decisive signification. At 4:00 p.m., the Chiel of Fioneors
of the O0th Reserve Division issued orders to the lst Reserve Plonser Company
Regirent No. 18, ‘o bloz up at once the permanent rozd br idges heiween
Crevecoeur and Panteux. The bridge Benteux-Banitouzell was thus diemolished.

" Shortly afferward the order was revoked and nzw instructions gziven: Only :
to prepare the bridgss for uo strucid on. )

The barrage of the ard llery could nou be regulated again. The informa-
tion reccived from the 54th Infantry Division and the reports of the detach-
ment of Reservs Infantry Regiment ilo. 19, located cloge to amd west of
Crévecoeur though left no doubt, that the right flank of the division was
completely isolated at this time. '

Before the Znglish forces athxcked $he canal crossings naar ﬁasnieées, b//
its 6th Division attacked toward Marcoing and against the battery positions
to the west of +his tom. Here there were posted from the artillery sub- '
group Lorenzen, the lst and 5th Battery, Field Artillery Regiment No. 108, ‘L\
and close to them, were the fire positions of the 8th and 4th Battery of the
same regiment and the 9%h RBetiery, Field Artillery Regiment No. 282, of the
sub-group Rosendahl. 4 heavy fire lay on all the positions. Upon rocelipt
of information that tanks had penetrated, several guns wers hauled out of
the 1031t10n vxnr dlrocf firing agalnst the taks., The obscrvation posts
1lceated at the ‘“on‘mQSu rojection soon reported the coming of the enemy's
tanks toward ¥Fle squicres and =180 from Ribecourt. A field gun was moved
shead ‘o few hundred metrey B¥ the lst Battery, b1\lu Artillery Regiment i
Ho. 108, to enfilade the hollow toward Ribdecurt. \Withous Infentry pro- d
ﬁec*io1, for that portion of the 2d Battalion, Laniwshr Infantry Reginent L///
HWo. 387, located on the height to the west of Marcoeing could no longer hold __.
‘UQ qrounl the batteries were fighting the tanks. Iuge, fiery red columms __
condad when a successful shot ezused the explosicn of the gas reservoir

oy
Y L"

o

£ o tenk. A horrible sisght! The losses inercased at all the batteries.
The English Infantry came up ond continucd the Tire with ite wachine guns.
T'ﬂ

e amunition at the fow still active guns of the defenders grew more and

morse scanty, for the long lasting barrage had caused a heavy expenditure

of ammunitd on. The tanks moved forward and suvrortud by their asseult
Getachre nts sought to envelope the German battery group. The positions could

no longer hold out. The group cammander ordered the vacation-: of the positions

2
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Af6er a short rapid fire, Lieut. von Kdller conduchs the remnants of the /
guuners toward Cantaing. The nelghboring 5th Batstery of I'ield Artillery
Rogiment Ho. 108, was notified just in time of the threatening enveloping
movemenv. The shells of ithe 5th Batitery, Lamdwehr Foot Artilery Kegiment
fo. 37, located a few hundred metres in rear to the left, hzd all been
‘expended by 10:00 a.m., since which tire the battery firved with tims Tuse
shrappel., By the time that the eremy approaeched the Heuf Forest, the
battery hod expended all its smmunition. A%t Tirst the gunners of *he
battery defended themselves aside of their former fire position with
cerbvines. . Soon arterwards their fate also were 'sealed, 'The gunners of the
4th Bettery, Pield Artillery Regiment He. 108, having been prevented to 7
serve their howitzers on accoun$ of the strong English machine pun firve,+”
rrepared to meet the enemy through Infantry ¢ambat, The 8th Rattery of thics
regiment, now comranied by a corporal, fired their lust shells ageinst the
edvancing enemy. 'The 9th Battery, ¥Field Artillery Regiment Ho. 282, hed no
emmunition left and quickly made thelr guns unservicesble, 2fter which its
gunnsrs also took. up the defence with carbines. ‘he remnant of the battery,
rosted in rear of an sarth~hill, kept up the fighting with the enemy Tor
some Gime.,

s Finally, shortly after %he noon hour Liecutenant ven Koller assembled
in Cuntaing all the gunners who had reached the town as well as all the
dispersed Infantrymen and prepared for the defencec at the south edge of the
town. Amcunition wes found in the houses of the town which had been the
quarters of the recuperation battalion of Londwelr Infantry Repiment Ho.
384, But whai could this weakly command hove done, had the enemy recoimized
the conditions correctly? The town could not have been held ageinst an ener-
gelle attack, for at this time no German defender was posted within many
kilomebres in the dizection of Flesquiefes or toward Graincourt.

The tom of larcoing was taken by the Inglish in the meantime. The
commandant of the town, ueting officer Bergmann, of Reserve Infantry
Regiment No. 27, with only = few men, assumed the defence sgainst the
“tYenks moving ageinst the torn. The 3d Battelion Resorve Infantry Regiment
floy 27, left Cambral at 9:30 a.m. and by morching reached the Floi-Ferme
at abeut 11:00 a.m. I% was informed by a wounied man of Reserve Infantry
Regiment Ho. 90, thai tanks and Znglish Infantry were within a fow hundred
motres from Marcoing. The battalion commander, Carvtain Schrader, deploved

“his battalion immediately between the Neuf Norest and Marcoing, to prevent
azhove all the further advance of the enemy ageinst the canal. The Sth
Company of this battalion meb the detachnent of Bergmann at the ehurch of

reoins, fthe detachment having been forced by the tanks o retire to the

“chureh. Close to and north of the town, the 11th and 10th Companies of
~ this battalion, during their edvance alse received Tire fram the tonks.

Y The danger of being surrounded, espeelally from the right, became more and
more acute for the 33 Battalion Reserve Infantry Regiment Ho. 27, defending
itself on a wide front. Parts of the 10th and 1lth company were made
prisorsrs. The atvempt to stop the much supericr enemy was in vain. The
companlies were slowly pushed back., The English now entered the towr of
leyelles with their tanks upon which the Schelde bridge near the church was
demolished by CGerman pioneers. Lieutenant Greiff of Infantry Regiment
HWo. B4, was sble 1o form o noyw defensive 1ins with o few groups of men near
the sugar refinery. Connectirg with this line to the left, the remmants
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of the 3d Battalion Heserve Infaniry Regiment Ho. 27, occupisd the sast
bagk of the camal ag fay as the Plot~Ferme. {(The losses of this battelion
oa November 20th, were 4 dead, 31 wounded, 216 miscing).

o The first InZlish tanie crossed the conal from the direction of
Harcoing. ’

The preparations for ulowing up the numerous bridges across the canal
ond the Shelde River, were not conitrived o rmvet such a surprise as occurred
on Hovember:20th. The charges and detom tors of course were on hand, but .
for such an‘event they shoul d have been placed in readiness for firiy at the
peints where the explosions were to be aceomplished as also at the crossings.
The orders for the posting of demolition detachments reached Pioneer Com-
pany Ho. 107, ogly, efter certain parts of the company had merched off to
act as emergsncy occupation troops of the Inbermediaie position in the
sector of Landuehr Ipfantyry Regslment o, 387. Thus the commander of the
Fioneer Company no longer disposed of the mecessary: force to furnish the
14th detechments for the crossings located to- the soutlh of Cambrai, starting
from the lock of the canal close to and west of Crevecoeur. £So it happened
that through the efforts of fatal cireuwmstances, just {the most important
Tdnd permunent bridges, came in the possession of the enemy in & vholly
useful or only perdly damaged condition. The English Artillery fire also
prevented the fixing of explosive material on the large railway bridgs in
larcolng by the CGerman securlty detachmsnt of vhs towgn. The woad bridge
in iasnicres the demolishing of which succeeded only in & minor manner,
wag due to & mishap, probably to unreliable ammunition.

ihat signification there was attached to the fact, that the English
won the erossings near NMarcolng in an intact condition, was scon to be
manifasted. :

1

on the enomy close to noon approached ceritically mear bos the regimental
~cormamd post of Reserve Infanbry Regimsnt Ho. 90, the telephone cennection

of the latier to Wasnieres was stlll intact. The commander of Reserve
Infantry Regiment Fo. 227, who '‘happsnad to be in the town wes advised of
the situation through this comection. Before his 4wo battalions, at this
timg on the mareh to ﬁasnicfes, e¢ould be launched for & counver-atiack,
scie tine must intervers.,

The Regimenial headquarters of Reserve Infentry Negiment Wo. 227
at lasnieres, could observe the tanks and English Infantry sdvancing from
the heights agsinst the town. The machine gun officer of Reserve Infantry
Regiment No. 90, was very aetive in gathering a1l the aveilable mon of his
reziment, but only smaller groups of men of this reginent were able %o
reach the canal to defend the ercssings. : '

The regimental wrmander of Reserve Infantry Regiment Ho. £287, betook
himself to the &d line positdon, cluse southwest of Rumilly, to sweit the
arrival of his lst and 2Q battelioa, which, first of &ll, were to supply
themselves with amsunition ard hand grem des at the Frioneer FPark alb Rumilly.
Yith some trouble and after a leong search, this was accomplished. The
regivental comarder (Major Buchholiéz) now launched his tuo battalions,
the first Battalion o advanece on both sides of the road to Masniches and
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i ha emeny, vhich in the meantime had crossed the canal,
Vasnieres and meintained the north bank ngainst soveral attacks of
d to cross the not completely demolished
down under the welght of the tank. This
le for tanks, Another tanl did not risk to run

ge over the canal close to the west and it

Timitad its acihion by keeping the north bank unley its fire. The 24
bastalion alse won with its left flank the eanal, but whiie advancing
reeeived & heavy firve from the r»ight flenk from t‘ze ¢ramy's machine guns
end infentry. Thus, while the two batialions had ogeupied the north edgo
of the cansl by zif.ibl'lleT"LB it lacked every connection toward the right
and lalth,

cond hattalion to the right of i+, The spirited attack of the lst
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The conmarder of the 5d Bathalion, Reserve Infaniry Regiment No. 227,
whose mission was to merch to Crevecoeur, Lo asupport the Gth Leserve Division
wap able to briefly advise the situafion to the 213 Infeniry Erinaﬁe, yet
during L‘e advence o Rurilly, *he bettalion cowvmani ¢r saw that the orienta-
on go far knowm to him, had for somz time been out stripped by the events,
cspevged, wounded and +train soldlers coming froa the fronts conveyed the
: W 1 éest yumors. A% 1 rs$ the battalion ossenbled ready for action in &

hellos to the nerth of Rumilly, patrols being dispatched o reconnoitre. The
-,V\TvaTlon made by thh battalion yie Lded the information thai the 2d
Batialion was fightine severely at and ncar Masnieres. A patrol pushed
ahezd toward the Flob-Ferme, reported shortly elfterwards that the eriemy
wnz obstinately “’GS&LH& the 1loft Tlank of the 34 Battaliown of Reserve
Infantry Regiment No. 27 and that a quick suppoxt at that placs was neces-
sery. The be ttallou corzander caused his battalion to merch at once %o
assist the units of the 274k Fegiment. While en roube he received an order
of the 108%th Infantry Brigade, dirvecting thst Reserve Infantry Regiment
HWo. 227, should under all conditions hold the Flot-Ferme and the Siegfried
24 line position located in front of the Ferme and then paszsing te the

theast. The batiallon commmnder also believed that ke could readily

task originally assigned him, beeanee the main »ressure of the

as clearly dipscted ageinet the line Fleoi-Ferme~Rumllly end not
b Cravecosoy

:5

» !v'_) :

Thug it wes lueky that here noy, the 34 Battellon Reserve Infantry
eriment 0. 207, vent loto action and £illed the existing gav.
(¥ote: ﬁﬁ 100 1., the 13th Corps Hesdquerters ordered as ﬁo]lovu.
e follnvlnv w111 be held by the troops indicated -
1st) 20tk Tendiebr Division--~Ling Cerps boundary v MHeeuvres-
Fiestried second line position as for as interssciion
point Fational road northeast of Anneux. .
cnd)  54th Infentry Division---Connect ng with lst, Siegfried
' second line position 23 fur ag Crevecoswr ubs latter ex-~
cluded.
1074k Infantry Division is placed under the crders of the
841k Infactry Division, '
Srd) ©th Reserve Division coonects with the line Crevecosur
and ss far as Bantouzelle, thence to the old posiiion).
{The B4th Divisl on after roceipt of the above instruetions,
ordered the 108%th Infantry Brigade to defend with Reserve Iif antry
Regﬁnnnt o, 227, fleld recruit depot and the assault detachment,




sor frea the canal as far as Srevecostr (exelusive of
. .

A .
v IECT )
the latter). 4s the foregrowng zone at leust the lins Xerceing-
cansl must be held).

The cormander of the 24 Balid icxn Reserve Infaniry Reg giment No. 227, had
put in his last reserves o sxtend the front, in order ‘o protect his right
flank ageinst the ensmy atvtaelding with tanks, but was then obliged, with
consent of the reximental ccghander to withur&m nearly hig vhole battalion
46 thre sxtressly lmperfect O “PLLLbd 23 liae position. From this position
zuc trench mortays of Resexrve Infantry'Regimsnt Ko. 287, now f*red against

s tanks. These morters had no flat trajectory gun carviages so lthey were
cml¢geu o use h;su~4n*1u 7ire. The sitvation in the town (Masniores) grew
mere snd more difficald Tor the lst Battalion and those units of the 2d
Eattalion, as well as the remnants of Reserve Infantry Regiwent No. 80,
whaleh in juncmlun with the lst Bustalion (Reserve Infeniry Regiment Ho. 227)
hed remained in the fowm. -

-

1.

Heavy infantry firing was heard from time Vo fike in {the rear mne
ﬂ large gop luy toward the cact and patrols were unuble %o es i
icn 1n dirsction ¢f Crevecoour.

e~

its 6 companics, and the assaull Getodhment of the S4th
In? antr" vision vhich had srrived during the flret alter-
nocn hours, were withdrawn during darkness b the Siegiried
2d line position).
-1' and closs to and cast of the fown, inglish tanss and inf aniry
n by the 24 and 3d Batteries, Fleld Artiliery, Mo, 215, In
idonu while puossing throuzh Berlin, the lst batiery cof this
ad lost &1l its guns ernd azmunitlon wageons and it was not fur-

s

replacensnt meterial untll the afterncon of this day.

iNUTE: Ths 1sﬁ Battalion of Reserve Infantry Regiment No. 227 with
iz

re
i

13

~ ho ctmmender of the 108th Infentry Drigade hod fixed his conmand post,
nee noon, in the town of Ruadlly. At 2:30 peme ho was edvised by the

i
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gade obaervation pout lac&teu at the south edge of the town, that strong
tilc cavalry had assembled on voth sides of the rozd, Hasnieres-le Pavé,

yp"“ enily the eaemy, afier the initlul suecesses near Marcolng, believed
that the moment wus instantly approaching, when he could uu""ncc with his
%4 end 5th Cevalry Divisions to the noriheast ond eastv, At 4:50 polle,
snglicsh Gavelry suddenly appeered on the heipght northeast of Masnicres.
& troop of the Foxt G Lr"y Horse Hegiment ot the Cansélen buV¢l“y prigade
{Sth Cavalry Di 1U¢on), wod bhe luek of crossing unnoticed thce csnsl over
s emorgency bridge cast o the toun. ’

(moTE:  Fetween S:Ub znd 43100 pJne, a troop of the Secundersboed
Prigade (Bth Cuv. Div) erossed the cancl neer Kavcoing, bub

;cuud the tront bebween Flob-Ferme and Kashnieres occupied.

14 dismounted amd took part in the Tighting whica followed).
Ths next obgoc ive was the dtt”fy position of the 24 Battery, ?icld
‘"”illc oy Regiment Ho. 213. A fevw shots could still be Tixed against the
avelry, bthen thoush the enemy entered the hatvery position, the guaners
dafended themselves with revolvers. Dus. the major portion of the riders
alloped shead, because they believed that the end of the German trench and
wire entangleent system had now been renched. Suddenly the field reerult
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depot of the 54th Infantry Division on the march to cccupy the line
Rumilly-Ceevecoeur arrived on the battlefield and quickly opened fire
azainst the riders. The doring cavslry men met with heavy loscses and
scatiered. The gunners of the 24 and 94 baittery new returned to their
position. Germen infantry and aridllery soldiers belng moarehed offi as
prisomers by the hostile cavalry, were liberated again. The cavalry men

+ho escanped, still harassed the German troops on the evening of this day
and even durlng the mxt. ¥Tor lmstance, scven of these riders were made
prisoners in the north section of the town of Rumilly on November 21s%v.
Tightly wounded riders were taken from their hiding places on the road
from Rumilly to Cambrai, by men of the G@rman Reserve Infantry Regimsnt
Ho. 90.

The spirited feat of arms of the Canadian cavalry men of course was
without notable consequence, for their strength was not suffieient, but a
brief panic did result through the suiden attack of the emmy's cavalry east
of Rumilly. Xurther to the rear, this event had & much greater effect
becanse there the actual strenpth of the suddenly appearing cavalry at

he very doors of Cambria, was unknown. There also the wild rumors of
the situation found a new dissemination of fantastic hallucinatl ons.

The map betvcen Floit-Ferme and Masnieres was closed just at the right
time through the actl on of Reserve Infantry Regiment 227, of the 107th
nfantry Division. The slim Infantry line wd th the fow guns in rear of it,
was able to repulse sn atbtompted penctration of that portion of the enemy
vhich had crossed the canal with tenks near Marcolng, yes, 1% even prevented
shat a complcie and combat-effective fresh English Division reached its
first objective~--the Siegfried 2d line position---and the northern bank
of the esnal near Masnieras.

The following staterent oceurs in the report of the Inglish Gormander-
in-Chief:

- The Cavalry column had not a sufficient strength in crossing the
canal, becouse the German resistance and the demoliti on of the bridge
in Masnieres throuszh one of our own tanks, yrevented such an opera-
tion. Thus, the ercmy did not know, that betweon liasnieres and
Crevecosur, in the left sector of the 54th Infantry Divist on, the
canzl line for a distance of .more then 2 lm., was not at all occupied
for many hours. irom the German standpoint it is difficult to under-
stand, why the huge ¥nslish superiority was not able %o overwhelm the
soalk Cermen defensive lines, the last of which in front of Cambrei.

This wae very lucky for the German defence, because the arrival of reinforee~

nis could not be reckoned with before evening.

-

Jimilar tactical phenomenong also happened to the west of the canale.

% has been pointed out already, that in Cantaing a weak security

dstachrent was Towned with German artillery men and that to the west of

the town a large gap cxisted in the defence froni. Frotected by tanks,

the enemy hd captured Fevcoing and Noyelles. More than 30 tanks were
assembled at sbout noon close t0 and southwest of Marcoing. The commander

0° the 24 Tank Brigade has made a statement, that at about 1:30 p.m., "These

tants very fully ready and awaited only the arrival of the Brigade at the

head of the 1st Cevalry Division with which the further attack against
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Cantaing and Fontaine was to be executed under cooperation of the tanks®,

"The Cavalry did not arrive.,” The possibility of wtilizing the tanks and
infantry for this extremely faverable &ffaif was left undone by the Inclish,
throush wvhich, time was given the German to closs the gaen between the sread

road south of Bourlon to the cansl. The two remaining regiments of the
1076 Infantry Division vyere spproaching hurriedly from their accommodations
east of Cambrai.

The. commander of Reserve Infantry Regiment WHo. 232, had launched his
‘24 Battalion for the occupation of the Siegfried 24 line position i‘rom
Anneur to forward of Hoyelles and the lst Battalion, con mecting with th
2d, as far as Rumilly. Due to the extensive sector and the indiutlnct
situation, the regimental commander, intended to post the 3d battalion in
rear of the cenire near Froville. The 5th and 6th companies of the regiment
marched via Petit Fontaine toward Anneux and Cantaing, the other par tion
of the 2d Battalion marched over the road leading via Proville. The bate
“talion cosmanfer geained at least some knowledse of the magnitude of the
enemy's penetration vhile at the bridge of the mill de Cuntigneul.  Vithout
" stopping the march was kept up to Cantaing, where the &th Company arrived
soon afterwards. I% proved to be on elongated town. ‘The men of the 23R4
_.heserve Infantry Regiment now sag the tanks with their own eyes, of which
50 much was told while on the march. Two guns of Antiasircrafi Battery
Ho. 7, engaged these tanks at the Heuf Forest.

Upon arrivel in Canta:’mg, Major Iruhling, the cowmander of Reserve
Infantry Regiment No. 52, who had no detniled map of the ares, souchd .
information as %o the orientation, from the defender of the town. He was ade
vised, that the b,\mcrv positions to the west of liarcoing were lost, that
Flos uulerr::s had perily been taken by the English vhile Geriman c,ommnieu
gere shill dmendim the easterly half of the town elso, that the encmy
hed already ente ed Hoyelles. Lieutenant Colonel von alnterfeld, thie
‘commander of Landvehr Infantry Regiment No} 84, vho happened to be in the
town, was unable to. edvise on the situation to the west of Flesquiefes.
..-He was just ready to march with about 100 men to Cambrai to asscmble the
remnants of his regiment thereat. Major Fruhling ncw sought to supplement
thie information received through poersonal observation. He gained the
impression, that a connactinr hostile line extended from the hoights to
‘the east of i lp.,qulc,rf)s to Hoyelles., Hiemy's skirmishers 'llret:dy appeared
about 1,000 metres to the south and scutheast of Cantaoing and tanks slso
were drlving about, while ari llery wus moving into the line. The enenv'f-
preparati ons seemed to indicate a continuation of the attacl: against
Canteing. As the tactical situation found by the battalion cormander
«sould not permit the execution of the mission given hlm---to take , DOSS0g=
sion of l’le.:qu.ores and the Intermediate position 1«1esnu1eres—i{ibecourt-~-:
especially since the t.o other battalions of the regiment could arrive .
only by degrees, he ordered the cormander of his lst Battalion, arrived on
tructs and by merching, Yo occupy the heights to the south and socushwedts .
of Gentaing and to hold them. An attempt wuas also to be mnde to es t‘\bliﬁh‘
conngctlons with the German fighters in Flesquieres, through p: strols. -
ihe regimental cormander now rode off with his staff to meet his c.pm‘oa{'h].nr'
34 battalion, o ipers onnlly lavnch the battalion against the cnemy. Inis
contre of the town, he met a portion of the 2d Battalion, Reserve Ini‘anbry

\

Regiment Ho, 232, whose ax.Jlltdnu reported to him the migsion of and the 3
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measures taken by the battvalion. The head of the 3d Battalion, Reserve
Infantry Regiment No. 52 (partly moved up on trucks), received fire from
the south, when it reached the floodzate bridge west of la Marliere,
Soon after this, at aboul 4:30 p.na., several troops of the ermmy's
Gavalry came out of the bushes to the north of Noyelles and attacking on
‘a wide front, paussed the northeast cdge of Cantaing and rode in genera
direction toward Fontaine-Notre Dare . Thus, the English lst Cavalry Divi-
sion Gid not attack until now when the favorable moment for it had past.
The attack should have been mede to the west of Harcoing, to capture the
batteries thereat, ‘ ‘

(NOTE: Defective reconnaissance or the rigid execution of the
' orders, to ride east.of the Neuf Forest via Hoyelles-
Cental ng-ifontaine, apparently was the cause that the
attack vas made to the ecast instead to the west of the
town through the gap snneux-Cantaing).

The frontal, mainly though the enfilading fire of a part of the 24
Battalion of Reserve Infantry Regiment No. 232, a company of the lst
Battalion of Heserve Infentry Reglment No. 852 end of the riflemen of the

“TPown security detachment, forced the covalry troops to face about with
heavy losses. The riders which appeared to the southeast of the town
also met with the same fate. Reserve Infantry Regiment No. 52, had heavy
lesses in ils cormanders during this action., The cormander of the 94
Batialion who wods on abead of his batitalion was captured. Through shots
Tired cut of Can¥aing afier the Inglish ridrs racing to the rear, Najor
Fruhling, the repimental commander, was seriously wounded snd the regi-
mental adjutany killed. lajor Stelnkopff now assumed conmand of the 524
Reserve Reglmont.

- tngllsh cuvalrymen were driven out of the wooded patch of la Folie,
by the most edvanced companies of the 3d Battalion, Reserve Infantry Regi-
mont No. S52. iast of the canal oprosite of Hoyelles, the lst Babtalion

" Regerve Infantry Regirment No. 8352, arrived during this time and took up
junction with the 3d Battalion, Rescrve Irf entry Regiment Mo. 227 at
the ¥lot lerme. A junction with the 24 Battalion which dug in south of
Cantaing, could not be located at first. ‘ )

while the events deseribed avove were under way in the region of
Cantoing, instruetions for the ezecution of the mission issued by the
10%7th Infantry Division, in compliance with the orders of the B4th
Infantry Division received at about 4:00 p.m., were being transmitted:
- M10Yth Inf antry is placed under the orders ol the S54th Infantry Division; .
it will occupy the Siegfried 24 line position from its junction point
with the National Road, northeast of Amneux as far as to the Junetion
roint of the canel, moinbaining junction to the wight with 20th Landiwehr
Division and to the 1lsft with 106th Infantry Brigade. The south edge of
Anneux to la Justice-tiarcoing at least will be held as the Toreground
zone by the troops still locuted in this sector. This foreground zone,
where it has been lost, will be rcoteken again through covunter-attacks.”
The comrand over the now agoin subordinated regiments, Reserve Infantry
Ko. 52, to the right and Reserve Infantry No. 232, to the left, will be
asgured by Genexral Pohlmom. The DPionser Company of the 107th Infantry
Division will be directed to conduct the cowpletion of the rearvard

'
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positions; lebor troops for this purpose will ve placed at its disposal.
Major Steinkopff new assigned the 34 and lst Battalicns, Reserve Infantry
megimenm Noe. 52, to the Clegfried 2d line position east .of Anneux-Cantaing,
24 Battalion which arrived last, was on the evening assigned as o -
erve and ordered to *outu1ne~qotreanmaa. In junction with ths lst
ﬁatualiun, Infantry Regiment Ho. 52, the 24 Batitalion Rescrve Infantry
Regimsnt Hol 232, sstablished its LWf for the deferce. S

.

Thug, after the atitack of dthe lnglish cavalry was repulsed a new
_ defensive line was formed also to the west of the canal, by bativalions of
/v the 107th Infantry Division. This new line was located in rear of the
completely penetrated front. In front of this new line, Major »rebs with
his '=mall group of men and a few batteries locatud nzar VLesquleres,
51111 held the ground,

The commander of Reserve Infantry Reglment Fo. 2%, tried in every
poss1ble wey to inform the superior commard of the defense at Flesnuieres.
The destruction of the batiery group located to the west of Marcoing,
which up Yo about noon on this day servsd not only as a helpmate in the
Tighting spainst the tanks, but also in protecfing the left flank, did
cnot involve further prqjudlcial consoquences, The action during this /

operation relaxed at darkness. Due o the scarcity of amaunition the
hostile machine gun fire was answered only weakly by the Cerman troops.
The latter, in order to dalude the enemy of the German stvength frequently
fircd 1ight balls at their various positions., Shortly after 9:00 p.um.,
fajor Irebs was informed by & corporal of Fionser Company No. 108, that
nlta ¢l Reserve Infan®ry Regirent Hoa 52, were located at the south edge
of Ceataing, Runners sent inwediately to that point returnsd with & copy
of the order, directing the 107th Infantry Division o hold the Siegfried
24 line position from Anneux via Cantainz, it also indicated the' already
mentioned foreground zone. The cormander of Ressrve Infantry Repiment
No. 27 (Maj. ?vebs), concluded from this, that the superior command did
not intend, that his troops should continue to hold the position occupied
by them at this time. Freparations weve noy made o disengage from the
enemy and 10 begin the withdrewal into the line of the 107th Infantry
Mrvision. For the presant the officers only received ‘knowledge of this
resolve. The Enslish conmand did not utilize the ofternoon and deriiness,
to completely cnvelope at least the German forees whiech still endured in
. —this line. The #nglish Slst Division apparently believed that it had
taken every initiative from the defence and the eflecetiveness of the _
German Ariillery. This is the only way tc explain the uection of the enemy y
for on the evening of this day ths (erman batteries (24 battery, Field
Artillery Regiment No. 108 and 5d battalion, Field Artillery Regiment
~  To. 213) were able to bring their guns back without being molested.

|

Lieutenant Brocies, the orderly officer, who had been s ent during
the late sfterroon of novmmbor 20th, to Cambrai, returned at aboub 3:00
da.m., on Hovember 21st, and confirmed the adoumntzon of Mujor Krebs, that .
he ¢ould mot count on reinforcemsnts at Fleqqulefeu. The 107th Infantry
Division also advised of fhis fact, made known that it wes unable to send
"plnfcvncgpuﬁs to that poinb. '
. ;igrs;;szlnfznozgégggafhe degarturi. He discussed all the details
hed movod off and that al1 nggrinl :g;vhnceu himqelf that the artillery
troyed. The road to Cdntaig‘ stiil ; could not be moved must be des-
‘ ’ ree from the eremy, was selected for
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the withdrawal., #very officer was given a task. Besides the lst Battalion
and uvnits of the 24 Battalion, Reserve Infantry Regiment Wo, 27, and Infantry
Regiwent No. B4, fhere were men of Landwehr Infaniry Regiment Ho. 387, of
Plonesr Company No. 108, and sope "ard llery men, "among the defenders of
Flesquieres. Jien with Wachine guns, bomb-throwers sl trench mortars fol~
lowed. The disengagement fyon the enemy was carried oub gradually snd the _
engny never noticed the withdrawail. Reln and a heevy wind of course favored
the meareh eff, The iroops arrived ai Caniaing at 6:00 a.m., Novemboer Slst.
‘Oraers from the Headgquavters of the S54th Infantry Division direcisd the
continuation of the march to Canbrai.

[Note: According %o inforpae il on furnished by the cormander of Reserve
Infantry Regiment No. 27, 32 officers and 514 officers and men
(without Ploncer Company Wo. 108} morched back. Of these, 18 offi-
cors and 421 men belonged to the 27th Reserve Infantry Reglment,

The lesces of the lahtér were 52 men killed, 170 wounded &nd 705
missing. Of its oificers 3 were killed, Z wounded and 21 missing).
Gereral Ludendorff states in his book: "It uas not until noon that I
obtained a clsar idea of the extent of the enemy’s penetration. It made
me very anxious. #verything possibls, however, was already being done.
S0 here also I had %o leave things o fake their course.m )
General von Xuhl says: "To the entirely now and suprisingly executed
cmployment of the tanks en masse, the Inglish command owes its success
on the first day of the battle, Throush this, above all else, a serlous
erisis arose which wes perceived with great apprehension by ths German com-

~-mends as hizh uvp as G.H.Q, The danger of & extensive strategle penetra-

tion hovered before ug allf : .
“hat would the night and whet the next day hold in store? vould bhe

Znglish command understand. fhod.with-the immediate_contipustion cof the
attack, throuh a plennsd conduct and the insertion of tr 2E8TVes, 1t
could explolit ihe eXtvreéiely.cribical LEhe TGeYnEneY T 14 such

a”easy,y WES Sug-Germen command a2t all sble, Yo siop thiis threatening com-
olete pensiration with the availeble forces at the front and with the™
TOETTOPCEIRTVT STL1Y coming uwp by rail? : : : :

Por the bime being the Cerman cormand was wnsble to fom a elenr picture
of the courss of the front line on the evening of November 20th. The sitwm=~
tion alenz the lerge road south of the Bowlon Forest, enst of Canbaing and
viest of Crevecoewr especially, remained unknoyn for a long time.

- fuietness religned over the battlefleld arter the beginning of darkmness,

“'i?inglish troops did not pursue or press ahead. The commarders of the Gorman

combat front went Yo work with all enerpy to regulate their organizations

and to system:itize the defence, Their care was especially directed in sube-
sigting the troops under their cormand and to amply supply them with ammuni-
tion, A1l available vehicles were brought up to correct the great defieiency

Tof emmmanitlon, even motor eave hauling personnel, were losded with small

arms ampunition. N

The cvening of November 20, passed by and only seldom could one hear
a rifle shot. Isolated mritillery shobs fired by the ememy fell on the
trenches now undergoing construction and into the rear area, Tired and ¢old,
German seniries kept up the wateh during the windy and rainy weather. ‘
Roports and skotches were sent to the rear. The new cormand posts were
connecied with telephon: wires. Gradually the line of the front troops
could bs noted on the maps on the commands and staffs in (embrai, Beauvois
and Caudry. ' ‘ ;
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Hoveuber 2leb, 1917,

The moraing roports stated, that no further attack activities
took pleses A “"somevhat eolorful compowed” infentry liue waintained
the front licguvres - Ameux « Cantaing « Rumilly « Revelon Chau «
wost of Maucelles » Bantoux,

The 1ot Battalion Landwehr Infantry Rgt. 386 was loosted in ite
former trenshy the front line ourving close to end gpouthenst of liosuvres
into the Intermediate position, where the lst Company Landwelir Pioneecrs
of the 9%h Army Corps and companies of the 24 and 3d Battalion of
Landwehr Infys Rghe Noe 386 were located, From here, nearly 80y where
the meationed line passed to the south, small units of Lundwehr Infantry
Rgbs JNios 304 und of the 3d Battalion, Landwehr Infantry Agk. Noe 386,
under comaand of Capiain Erlinghagen, comneoted with the former. Three
additional companies of the 34 Battalion Infantry Rgte Noe 77, wore moved
forward during the night, the 10th company with its right flaak up to
the angle of the Intermediate position and the left flank of the Pth
dempany to abeut the read to the north of Annouxs For the eloeing of the
gup between the 20th Landwehr Divigion and the 107¢h Infautry Divisi
the 1st sattalion, Infantry Rgte Noe 175, was designateds Thio bettalion
e sent on molor trusks by Group Querdin and it moved into the gap during
the eerly morning hours, close to the northwest and to the west of the
Annoux ridges Its 2d company gained Junetion with the 3d Bagtalion, Infy.
Bglte How 77, the 4th cogipany gained junotion with the 12¢th Sompany, Reserge
Infuntry Rgbe Nos 52, near Ammeux. A patrol of the 3d Battalion Infantry
Rgts Nos 77, as well as one of Landwehr Infye Agte Now 3865 sent forward
as far s Oraingourt, did not meet with the enomys On the other hand a
platoon of the 84 Company, Infantry Rgte Noe 175, at a later houry had a
mnmmmuﬁmm-aamuttm-mmuanm
north edge of Craincourt. The Siegfried 2d 1ine position, eust of Amneux
as far as Centaing, was ocoupied by the 3d and lst Battalions, Reserve
Infantry Agte Nos 52, Ammeux itself being held by the 12%th company of this
battalione Mrymumouhhlhhdnh:unlumﬂmm
Junotion southwest of Cantaings Reserve Infantry Rgte Hoe 232, was posted
in front of Cantaing and on the east bank of the carml. The gap between
1muﬂmm1oaormmmﬂc1wwmmcm.
These two batialions now had touch with each other at the intersection podmt
betwoon {he Schelde river and canal, southwest of la Mariiers. The 34

The seourity of the sector east of toyelles as far s Crevesoeur
wis assigned to the 108tk Infantry Brigede (later, this seator of the
9%h Reserve Division vas emlarged to east of Rumilly),. The 34 Battalion,
mmmm.m..u-umuuu,mm.m.m.mn
mmummo:mmmmmm.m..uammum
mmmwmmmmmmntumommnu‘m
917, ws orgunized into one command under Mejor von Dredevlews This
Gommmnd relioved Reserve Infy. Nos 287, during the night and the
early mo ; (November 21) in the Siegfried 24 line position west
of Mat the south of Rumilly, but the 3¢ Battalion of Reserve Infy.

3
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Rgte Nos 227, imnediately afferwards had to teke up a position again
between the southesst edge of Rumilly and Mom Plaisir Fermes To the
north of this Ferme a part of the field resruil depot of the 54th
jafantry Division dug in. Junction was aleo established during the late
evening with the right flank of the 9th Reserve Division. These forces
were now compensated by the 12th company of Reserve Infantry Rgte Nos 227.

The commsnder of the 9%th Reserve Division (Lieute Genl. Hildemann)
ordered the reinforcement battalions placed at his disposition, lst
Battalion Reserve Infys Rgts Noe R61 and lst Battln. Infantry Rgls No. 128,
both under the command of the Division Pioneer 0fficer, linjor Faber, to
advance via Seranvillers toward Rumilly = Crevecoeur. The detachment of
Resérve Infantry Rgte No. 19, located to the wesi of Crevecosur, relieved
during the firet morning hours of November 21, the batfalion of Captain
Baron Groite. Between his command, lst Battalion Infy. Rgte. Noe 128 and
the 3d Battalion, Reserve Infy. Rgte Nos 227, the 4th company of Reserve
Infy. Agts Nos 261, was moved into the line, while the remainder of thie
battalion (lst) arrived in Rumilly at about 8:00 a, me, Hovember 21st.
The third battalion of Major Maber's commend (2d Battalion Landwehr Infy.
Rgte Xo. 82) m:hml in Seranvillers, ready for action. The defence
front south of Cre'vecoeur was divided into two sectors by Reserve Infy.
Rgte Nos 19, one of them to the north close to and west of Revelon Chau,
under command of Captain Bartsch,; the other to the south on the weei edge

of les Rues des Vignes wes under command of Capiain Peschecks No particular

change was made in the ocoupation of the front {0 the west of the cunal.

The bridge heud near Vaucelles was assigned to Infantry Rgte Nos 395, by
the cormander of the 18th Reserve Brigade. The commandant of Cambral

(Local town command Nos 31), wes directed by the commanding genmeral of Group
Goudry {(13th Wurttemberg Army Corps), om the afterncon of lNovember 20, to
barricade and guard the south exits of the city. For this purpose he had
available the lst Company of Lansturm Infaniry Battalion Leipzig, men of
the convalescent depot and later on also two companiss of Landsturm Infantry
Battalion Landau.

That it vas possible at all to form a new, even though not a very
‘ - - gapable defensive line, in rear of the penetrated front,
was alone due to the regiments of the 107th Infantry Division and to the
fow reinforcement battalions which had arrived in the meantimes

in rear of the right flank and of the centre of this line only 8
field and 3 heavy batteries were posteds The left flank of the penetrated
front was suffieiently supported by artillery.

in estimating the situation om the morming of November Zlet, General
von Watter reporteds “It con not be denied that if the enemy coatinues
the t&uk atteck before the arrival of strong German artillery reinforee-
ments, a further penetratien and thus perhaps a real breakihrough, can not
be prevented. DIven with the surmounting of this erisis, the situation
resalns grave." -

(nly one~third of the 20%th Cerman Landwehr Division was combat fit,
Almost the entire artillery of the 54th Infantry Division was missing, its
Infantry Regiments consisted only of fragments,
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(Note: Aecsording teo & report of November 2let, the streagth

of the 54th Imfantyry Division consisted of the following:
84th Infy. Rghe = 7 officersy 1 surgeon, 181 men,
90th Reserve Infyes Rgte =« 4 officers, B!W mens

The losses of the division, reported at 11:00 a. me, November
434 from lNovember 19 to the evening of November 21, were as
followas 526 dead, 8946 wounded, 3,785 missing,

The report of the division to the 24 Army, mede on November
am.)am the following losses: Dend 72, wounded 859, missing
3,380 .

The 107¢h Infantry Division also reported the loss of batteriess Cnly
one reginent of the 9th Reserve Divigion, hed suffered lossos.

Bacause Group Ceudry was of opinion, that the actuslly fightinge
capable 107th Infantry Division; after a lengthy employment om the
imstern front; was net equal to the extremely difficult ocombat conditions
on tho Vestern front, and the fov separate baticlions sssigned, had no
replaceneat value for the situntion esonfrorting the armyy; & situstion
whieh required sdlid organized undts, it requested that the troops located
botwoen Loeuvres and Créve s be relieved by three fresh divisiwuns.
Alaoy that the artillery be reinforced and that from two to three counter
attack divisions be sssembled in rears The Group also opinsd; net only
from o moral bub also from a tactical standpoint, that the resapture of
the former Intermedicte position was urgently desired, sepesially so, bee
cause the positions to the south of Cnmbrai were for the most purt entirely
open=lying, fromt sloping positions.

- Dupring the same kind of weather and almost at the same hour me yost
day, & sirong hostile artillery fire was laid on the sectors of
Arres and Caudrys The expected heavy attuck though falled 4o appear for
the presents

The 54t Infantry Division dirested the 107tk Infantry Division on
the evening of lNovember 20, "bescause trusty informmtion received indicated
that o jusetion from Jamtalng te Flat Perme did not exist cnd that Emglish
had uttacked the German troops in Cantaing, from the forest northe
the towm,” that a junstion bde established ;nodutau without 2
: and that a bridgehesd be formed at the canal bridge of loyelles,
wideh would provide security for an attack on November 218t beyond
leyelles in the direotion of Flesquierses The accomplishment of this order
wis entrusied to the commander of Reserve Infantry Rgie Hoe 282 and the 24
battalion of Reserve Infantry Rgte Noe 52 was placed at his disposition
for the additionn] task assigned him at the semoe times To clear the forest

ore
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Junetion beiween his battalions had alrsady bheem established on the
evenings He also mentioned the difficulties of » nightly atteck,

with the defieiency im smsunition and close-range weapons ss well as

with ne artillery support of any kinde Finally the enterprise was delayed
o the following mormings But the final attack order had mot yet arrived
the kattalion commanders, when at 7125 aes me; & {elephone message was
received thet the attack was not to take places The 8th company, Reserve
Infaniry Rgle. No. 232 and the Tth company of the regiment conmecting %o
the right, pushed ahead durlng the night from Containg toward Hoyellasss
When the enemy recognized this new German line at dawm of day, it opened
fire with its artlllery. The 8th Compeny suffered considerable logses %k
through this fire, and = longor stay would huve caused further heavy losses.
Lieut. Hlady, the company commender resolved to make an agsault ageinst
the town. The order that the attack be omitted hed not reached the company.
The sesault succeeded! The town was traversed at 8:45 a. me during the
heavy fighting. But there was no connection either to the right and laft.
A strong flank fire soon forced the 8th company to retire to the southwest
edge of lioyelles, where it could cstablish connsction with the 74h companye
The left {lank though remained complotely isolated, because the lat
battalion had received the order to omit the attacke In the meantinme the
12¢h company had come up to relieve the 8thy in its formor position as
previcusly directeds The report of the success of the 8th company end ite
relief arrived st the regimentel hesdquarters at sbout 11:45 a, me The
regimental commander ordered the lst battalion to establish junetion

with the victorious treops in Noyelles, through a thrust from the east.
The 34 battelion also was to advence units egainst the town.

b 4

Attempts of ©nglish froops to eonstruct bridges near Mesnieres during
the early morning were prevented through the heedfulness and the fire of
the patrols of the oonsolidated Brederlow regiment, A hostile thrust wes
made at about 7:30 as me, against the angle of the cansl southwest of
Orévocour. Incensed street fighting took place in les Rues des Vignes,
during which the commander of the 2d Company, Pield Reoruit Depot of the
9tk Neserve Division, First Lieut. Himmercks, conspicucusly distinguished
himself. ZEnglish forces who had entered the town were thrown oub, only
s fow housee on the northwest odge of the town remained for the time in
the hands of the enemy. The enemy's sttack against the detaciment Bartsch
was repulsed with an offectiive infantry end mechine gun fire. Reserve
Infys Rglte Noe 19, reporied at 11:00 &« mas, that so far, 13 prisoners of
the 20th English Division were delivered at regimental hesdquariterss Soon
afterwvards the righting stopped in the sector of this regiment.

The reporis received during the afternocn at the German command
posts, indicated that a huge attack would soon be exscuted by the enemy.
The general situation though had improved somewhet on the German pide
through the inactivity of the enemy. Strong units of the 214ih Infaniry
Division had already arrived and the Germen 119th Infantry Division was
elso en route. The 30th German Infantry Division detrained at noon its
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first arriving troopsy Infantry Reginent Nos 99 and the 3d Nattelion,
Meld Artillery Rgts lioe 94, which wore posted near isnes a8 a counter-
attack line.

The Buglish commmnd launched ite divisions at about nsen for a
new attacke Tunks sgaing just as on the provious day, made & patheay
for the infentry.

(fietes In his report, General Haig states, that on the morning
of leveuber 21st, the attack sgninst Flesquierss was continued
and that the town was surrounded from the nerthwesi and cape
tureds The truth is that the enemy ocoupied the trenches whigh
wore abandoned several hours age by Reserve Infye Rgte Hoe 27«
The impression which the German defence made upon the English
forces is best seen from the description vhich General Heig adds
%o this“enpture":s “Thus the obstrustion, which more than anything
elsey infringed upon the suscesses of November 20, wns now
eliminated." Ceorteinly these words ifmply a well deserved acknowe
oo lodgment of the German defence, but do not excuse orrors made by
the German subordinate comsanders)e

The fighting which developed from these attacks will now be narrateds

Juiging fyom the operation order vhich was picked up later, the
SEngligh 62d Division wms primarily to take the Bourlon forest and town
on lNovember Zlste mwnm?um;rchumsmmlm
inglisk Srigade (36th Division), was to'attack from the large rosdway
as far ap Nosuvres and cocupy the latters It was further intended, that
the 1074k end 108th Inglish Brigades would follow the 624 Division from
their sasenbly area gouthwest of Graincourt, and would then sttack from
the weat of Sourlon in o gemeral direction toward Inchys

Despite the rain and fog the Bnglish aviators were very sctive.

The ensay's srtfllery at about 10100 as mey inereased the volume of itse _—
fire against the trenches, approach rosds end the Bourlon forests About

one hour afterwnrd the tanks began to approach from the region of

Grainoourt toward the imneux ridge and also moved via the suger refinery
townrd the northeast, all bedng mmsked in artificial fog as on yesterdays
Attagk groupe followed the tamks and these groups again were followed by
strong waves of riflemens At sany places tho letter were closely massed
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Agte Nos 464 4th Pattery Landwehr Foot Artillery Rgte Noe 32, in
positions between Bourlon and Sairre-lezeifarguion; the 5th Sn.ttm. Field
Artillery Rgts Nos 282, 10 the west of Fontaine~NotreeDams).

It was mainly the weak command of Major Weinlig which barred the
advange of the enemys The effectiveness of the machine guus elso was
vory low egalnst the tanks on this day, but little pointed ammunition
with steal core being availables On the other hend the Baglish Infantry
suffared heavy losses from the German defence fires Tanks though pene-
trated the front line on the left flank of Landwehr Infantry Rgle Hos 586
and by the 9th, 10th and 11th Compmnien, Infentry Rgts Nos 774 The 24
and 3d Company of Infanlry Rgte Nos 175; also had to retreat in & northwos-
terly directions The fow available German guns could nod supply an efe —
feative support in this battles The commander of the 34 Batialion Infy.
Rgle lioe 77, ettempted in vain to £ill the gnp which eriginsted here with
the 12th Company of his battalion. 4 lack of amunition pecurred and the
hand grenades were soon expended.

T s the frontmost counter attaek line of the 214th Infentry Division,
Infantry Rgts Nos 50, with the id Battalion, Pield Artillery Rgte Kos 44,
assemiled near Bourlon.

—

(Notes The 214th Division ai first was the counter ettack Division
of the Group Arvas, A 12530 ps me,y 2/3 of this division was
plaged at the disposition of Group Arrasy by the arny commanders
It was assigned on the right flank of the group and subjeet to
the orders of the Z0%th Landwehr Division),

The 1ot Battalion of Infy. Rgte Hoe 50, had posted mn obmervation
ploket at the southwest edge of Sourlons At 12:15, the battalfon re-
coived the following report from this plcket: “Baemy is attscking with
tonks in direstion of Dourlon.,” The battelion commander ordered the lst
and 24 Companies, reinforced by a few mghine gums, to cocupy the southe
wost edge of Bourlons Together with the 77th Infantry Rgi., the 2d and
parts of the lst Company, Infantry Rgte Nos 50, soon fell in for the
counter attask, but & new hostile uttack with tanks executed shortly after
4330 pe mey hurled the Germen counter attack backe The enemy tho did

} guecess. The wenk Qermen ee, much confused
amd intermingled, were able i wwlly |
Gourlen 10 loeuvres, close Lo and lcuth of Bnurlm nnd at the 'nii odge
of the forests SRS

The commander of the 50th Infantry Rgte = Colonel von Pagaynski,
in the meantine directed his 3d Battalion to protect the south edge of
the dourlon forests Besause he was unable to obdain a c¢lear insight of
the situation o8 Fontaine~iotre~Dame, he ~1ls0 ordered this bsttalion to
oesupy the southeast sdge of the forest; parts of the 24 Battalion of
this regiient were sent ahead 0 serve ae = support to the 3d Battalion.
The enemy though failed to launch attacks against this covering line on
the late affernoon.
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From 11300 as m., Moeuvres and the positions of the lst Patialion,
Landwehr Infantry Rgt. Nos 386, lay under a galling fires Repeated
hostile atiacks from the south as well ae from the west were thwarted.
Shortly after 12:30 p. msy; the commandor of the 20th Landwehr Division
reveived a report, that English forces wore nttacking the right flank of
his division and had enitered the frontmost line. The division commander,
now sent the Rd counter attuck group of the 214th Infantry Division ~ the
363d Infantry Rgte with the 2d Battelion, Field Arty. Rgte Nos 44 - to
exocute a counter attack against the enemy who had penetrated neer
Mosuvress The commander of the 363d Infy. Rgt. =« Colonel Hay = had only
two battalions at his dispositiom. This 2d counter attack group had
marohed at noon from their point of assembly around Saushy-Lesirée, to
Saing=leg-larquion. Complying with the instructions transmitted by the
commander of the 214th Infontry Brigade - General Maercker = Colonel Hay
ordered the sitack on both sides of the canal and to take possession of
the town of Moeuvres and the line from the south exit of this town to
the sugar refinerys The 24 Batialion of the 363d Infy. Rgt., to its
surpriss marched unmolested through Uoeuvres and on the south edge of
$ho ruins of the town, met the companies of the lst Battalion of Landwehr
Infantry Rgte Nos 336s The 2d Battalion of the 383d Infy. Rgts now
pushed itself into the line of the former battalion. The 8th Company
of the 386th Rgt. ulso found the 11lth Company of Landwehr Infy. Rgts Noe
8864 in the Intermediate position to the east of Moeuvres. The 3d
patialion of Infaniry Rgte Noe 363, posted its 9th, 1ith and 13th
companies im the front lines The 9th and 11ith companies gained the first
trench of the Intermediate position, between the canal and close to and
sast of the ro d from Sains~lez=iarquion to Havrincourt, in which trenmch,
parts of the 10th and 6th compunies of Landwbhr Infy. Rgte Nos 386 wers still
defending themselves. A tank attacked with hand grenades withdrew in front
of the 11th company. The l2th company, connesting with the 11th, reached
the Intermediate position, its righitmost platoon tried im vain to get
further ahead {o the south, over the angle of the Intermediate position,
but Znglish troops had firmly established themsslves vith soveral machine
guns «t this point. The 10th company of the 3d Battalion, Inf. Rgt. YNo.
363 followed ae a support in rear of the left flamk. It was jusi crossing
the road leading from Mosuvres to Bourlon, when the 2d company, Infantry

“HAgte Noe 50y the 77¢h Infantry Regte and also men of Lendwehr Infy. Rgte

Hos 386, retreated %o that poimt before the new tank attack (see page 117).
In junetion with the rearward deflested flank of the 12th company, platoons
of the 10th compuny swarmed inte the front and thus formed a complete line
toward Pourlome This line extended in the firet instance to the south and
then follewed the roade Of gourse, the command posts had no knowledge of
this ogcupation nor of the precise situation and omly received this informae
tion later.

The 3d Battalion, Fleld Artillery Rgte No. 44, took up a position
northwest of Bourlom, the 2d Hattln. of this regiment supporting the
advance of Infantry Rgte Noe 368, The 5th Battery of this battalion as.
also the 8th of the 3d battalion, were able to engage the tanks successfully. .-
Finally, the rogimental commander nlso assigned the lst battalion of this
regiment to positions southeast of Hargulon.
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At Pirst, the conduet of the artillery combat in the seetor of the
20th Lendwehr Division wes assigned to the Artillery Comuander of the
214th Infantyy Division « Lisut. Colonel Basusch - but =g the latersl
connections to the Division headquarters ai Cembrail became more and more
difficult despite the care and attention of Telephone Detachment Mo, 520,
the exntire conduct was placed on the commander of the 214th Infaniry
Division, by the superior comuend.

Finelly, army hesdquarters at 6130 as m.; on Novembor 22, also
assigned the troops employsd between liosuvres and the west edge of
Fontaine~Notre=Dame, to the Group Arras (14th Reserve Corps).

The order for the tanks to attack with the 154th Enplish Brigade
of the Slst Inglish Division in the front line east of Anneux~Canmtaing
towvard Fontaine-joire-Dame, in junotion with the inglish 62d Division,
did not arrive at the command post of the commander of the 2d Tank
Brigade - Colonel Courage = loocated im the Rois Dessart, close to and
northeast of Fins, until about 6:30 &+ ms Battalion H, received ine
giructions somctime between 9:00 and 10:00 ae ms, to advance with 12
tanks against Fomtaine and Battslion B, also with 12 tenks, against

Cantainge.

{Note: Whether or not the Battelions (D and E) of the lst Tank
Brigade, atiached to the 5let Inglish Division om November 2lsty partie
¢ipated in this attack could not be ascertained with gertainty).

Both battalions, at this time, were located between Havrincourt and
flbecourt and, according to inglish reports, had to cover more tham 3200
meires, sre they could reach the positions from which the infantry was
to launch the attack.

Stronger English Infaniry patrols felt their way toward Anneux, at
about 11:00 as me, but the platoons of the 12th company of Ressrve
Infantry Hgte No. 52, supported by four machine guns, repulsed the
patrole with heavy losses. When through this sction, the Mnglish command
received knowledge of the occupation of this town, it sturted a strong
myriillery propurations Tanks came up followed by several waves of
infantrys The 12th company of Res. Infy. Rgt. No. 52 defended itself im
ite advancod position. A few tanke moved forward passing to the south of
Annoux and eoon appesred in front of the Siegfried 2d pesitiom, where
they were greeted by the machine guns of the 34 Battalion, Infaniry Rgte
58« A% first the commander of the 10th company of this battalion took
up the defence with hie markemen equipped with telescopic sights, but
when & tank turned and displayed ome of his long sides, it was :
by several groupse But in the main, this company as well as the 9th and
11th, confined themselves in engaging the imfantry which followed the
tanks.

“We ell were of good cheer in sssuming that our artillery would soon
destroy these large targets even with the poor sight. Ve saw pomething
flaghing close to the tanks and at first took this to be the hits of our
&rtillerys Soon though we found out thut ii was the fire of the tanks."
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Tot what could the few batberies wccomplish « in rear of the right P
flank and of the centre of Group Caundry, thers wers only eleven bute
teries, for the enemy nleo ettacked at the same time to the cast of Mercoing?
Thusy it is very clesr why on this day the infantry complained about the
absence of artillery supports. When yesterday already, the number of guns
were ingufficlent for the defente of the atiacky much less so could the
infontry on this day ~ after the heavy artillery losses on the previous

day = motice a marked sssistance during its struggle with the tanke. The
targets of the 5th Battery, Tield Artillery Regiment Noe 282, luy mainly

in the vicinity of Amneuxe Due to the great distance from his group, the
battery communder hud ¢o rely on his own initiative. One vequest after
another was received for artillery support by the let Batiery, Field
Artillery Regiment Nos 213, loesated to the north of Cambaing and 4t had to
adjust ite guns sliernately o the south and west.

(Notes The 2d and 3d Batteries, Field Arty. Rgte Noe 213, took
up & positlion on the early sffernoon, ecst of Fontsine-Notre-Deme,.
The field artillery group Borchert (the commander of Field Arty.
-  Rgle R13, and at the same time the artillery commmnder of the 107th
Infys Division) was reinforced afterwards by the joining of the
following artillery:
1t Battery, Landwehr Pield Arty. Rgte Noa 13,
Bth Buttery, Field Artillery Rgte Nos 68y
both under commend of Captain Wolf? with the staff of the 2d
m Field m,'t Bg'fn- lig. 213
The other arriving batteries during the course of the day
. weret
9th Battery, Field Artillery Rgle No. 36,
Tth Battery, Reserve Field Artillery Rgte Nos 63,
3d and 6th Dattery, Guard Pield Artys Rgte wers mostly inserted
close %o and south of Cambrai.
The 2d Battery, Field Artillery Rgte No. 84, wse assigned to
the defence of Cembrei.

At first Captain Crell wme cssigned to the commnd of the heavy
artillery in the seetor of the reinforced 54th Infamtry Divisions
The Davarien Foot Arty. Batielion Nes 5 and the 5th Battery,

- Foot srtillery Nos 18, came up on the evening of Noveanber Z0th,
and the let and 2d Batteries Bavarian Foot Artillery Basttalien
Hes 20, arrived during the course of November 21st.)

The front line of the lst Battalion, Infantry Rgte Noe 175, on both
sides of the /nneux ridge was severed in two parts by the sttack. Wwhilst
the 24 and 34 companies were pressed back ugaim ihe Bourlon forest, the
1e% and 4th compunies gave way towerd the Siegfried 2d position. The
euony entered inneux. The 9%h company of Reserve Infaniry Rgbs. Hos 52,
located on the right flank of the 34 Battalion, reported tho threstening
Situation and urgently requested ammunition and hand grencdes, The same
requests also were soon afterwards received from the other fronts of this
rogimente The commander of ithe Rgserve Infantry Rghte Nos 52, sent u part
of the 24 Battelion to reinforce the 3d Battelion and the 5th company of
the regiment was ordered by the Prigade Commander 6 march to Cantaing.
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fagmy's patrols alse appesred in front of the lot Battalion of this
. reginent st ubout the seme time thet the 3d Battalion was sitackeds
English srifillery kept Cantaing under fire and aviators frequently flew
iow over the houses. tovements were observed everyshere by the enemy,
cayalry were soen at the Neuf forest and infontry assembled en the road
from Greiancourt-linreoinge C

It seanmed impossible t0 hear nuslc during a battle? But so it was -

bagepiposd The Highland Division was advanecing, marching in sompany
golumpe The commander on horgebask could eapily be resognized with &

forward became and more clear - Tanks! Machine guns yatiled ine
sespantlyy then and gremate fire. Just as the regiments did
yosterdey 80 too; Reserve 52 and 232, on this day eame G0 recoge

thet all the toil and siruggle were to no purpone against the tankse —
3 dowmed. Quietly the tanks advanced not being bound %o :
sny ronds The Germans saw how the wire entanglements were gsrushed down
by the tanks wnd that hedges and ovem garden walle could not stop their
mivenentSs The Gormans sacrificed their ammnition in a ussless defences —

_ The southwost exit of Cantaing was the objective of the jankss The
1ot platoon of the lst company, Reserve Infamiry Rgbs Hos 52y wus able o
withdraw to the right but the second platoon wus out offs The eneny's
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ite commander soon saw that nothing could be sccomplished aguinst such
a superiority. The 5th and 6th companies withdrew fighting and then dug
in west of la ¥oliey; whilel forces of the 3d Battalion were defending
the south edge of the wooded copses. The lst Battery, Fleld Artillery
Rgte lioe 213, in the meantime, had finished the change in iis position,
& gun advanced by the 2d Battery of this regiment now opened the fire.
Tanks which appeared at the northeast exit of Camtaing being effectively
reovered by the fire of the artillery and machine guns, faced about again,
— Ascording to English reporis, the B ~ Battalion here lost thres tanks
mm direct hite.

W¥hile this was going on, incensed fighting was taking place in

Noyelles. The enemy had brought up several tanks. The 34 and 4th
Gompany, Reserve Infaniry Rgl. 232, advanced at noon from the enst agauinst
Noyelless Due t0 the progressing tank attack against Cantaing, the
eituation by the companies fighting in and near Noyselles became more and

. more untenable. Hnglish troops also attacked the Flat Ferme (see page 142).
For this reason, Lisut. Colonel von Bartenwerfer (Ce Os Res. Infa Rgt. 232),
ordered the 3d and 4th companies of his regiment, to withdraw again to
the east banmk of the camsl. The Tth, 8th, 12th and o part of the 9th
gompeny of the regiment withdrew slowly toward la Folie.

Reserve Infaniry Rgte No. 52 reported at sbout 3:00 ps ms to0 the
218th Infantry Brigade, thet portions of the sSiegfried 24 line position
east and southeast of inneux were still being held, but that the fronmt
line wae now located from the north of Cantaing to the weet edge of
1a Folies The 10th and 1lth Company of this regiment also defonded its
position for several hours with success. The English aleo acknowledged
this defences Tho commander of the 2d Tank Brigade wrote im his report
of the battle as follows: "During the whole action of November 2lst, the
engmy rendersd a much greater resistence than he did on the previous day."
The smmunition supply by the German troops became more and more serious
and the danger of being outflanked and surrounded did net improves. The
commanding officer of the 9th company of Reserve Infy. Rgite Noe 52, was
foreed to retire with 60 men in a northerly direetion, while the enemy
was pushing one half of the lst Batialion, Infantry Rgte 175, back along
the main road causing the loss of every kind of junction to the right. At
$his time, tenks also penetrated the front of the units of Reserve Infantry
Rgts Noe 52 2%ill located in the Siegfried 24 line positioms The 10th,
1lthy 4%h, 24 and forces of the lst company, of this regiment, though eplit
into meny parts by the tanks, fought with faces to the fromt against
Strong Nnglish infaniry who renewed their attackes These units attempted
at the same time - though with completely inadequate means ~ to keep the
tanks, threatening the flank and rear, at e distance. The helplessness
ageinst the tanks which scattered fire in every direction, grew more posi~
%ive with every passing minute. New tanks elso appeared now near la
Justices.

The commender of Reserve Infaniry Rgte. Noe 52, could not fail to
860y that his much reduced battalions could no longer maintain themselfd
‘under sush a condition. The Brigade Commander had already indicated that
if it became impossible to hold the Siegfried 2d line position, the



vroops wore to retire o the Siegfried 2d lilc Inmermediaac posiy
o taine~Notro~Dame = Northeast exit of Cen boing, iounser
3 had commenced to dig the trenches in this 1iL7n Recorve
Hos 52, retired %o this vogition., The comuander of the
7 in his repord states: M"The way to this positio n S
ﬁorture. e had to retire over a gentle slops with
svor in the _“ce of g galling fire from revolvarwvua and m$3hlﬂ9
ns of Irom ten to bx01Ve tanks, which were relnxcrced by low-lying
‘gnfanﬁ“y Porovlna AB owe of us sill wors cvercca&sg the running
s QALT LTAFE with cloy up to {he hipo.Y
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Gencral ﬂ“venaueln, the corn nonder of the 1O?ﬁh Infonty j Divig gion,
had no reserves et his disposidion afer the wzjor no vcion of tho 2d
Regerve Infye Begt. los 52, zlyoady much reduced by the vallvay acecidont
mentioned, wvng lavached inuo the combnt. The 54th Infanbry Division to.
whooe comsend the LOTth Infeniry I 31v1svon belongcd, had Lenu the dwo
deteched Dﬁ““?ioas of Reserve Infaniry Rgb. Noe 227, rendy for aciion in

Mes the 1ot a"%al*an. Reserve Infarcry Rgb. 2297,

Pronville. A% 2:30 p.
wae ordered to onbter the Wotan, 34 line poslulor fron Peiit Foniaine os
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far as il q1e of the c¢na1 %0 the west of Frovilles The vompanies had
G0 dig dng for vory 1iitle was noticesble 4o indicnte this line in {this
Serraine Ehe hatﬁalione of Infantry Rgte Xoe 58 of the 119%h 1n11m""y
Division, deirained during the morn;ng, vera designated by tho cogtuzaer

7y Div vigion, 0 protect 21l the accesues of Ua nbra

s well os the forces of the town comwnde oy Were QT acad
the 1st Battalion, Infya Rgo. Noe 58 Tne order. of
end: THD commander of the bitialion
vt 1o Englich soldior will enter the ¢ii
g v Babdali on, Infentry Rgbs How D3, was o , .
Uth Londwel vision and soon afiterverd to %hs,l@?ﬁh lnfd‘u?j Division,.
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errived affer 6:00 pe ne near Petit Foniaine.
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recedved by the 107uh ?ﬂfuﬁtfy

ravorable roporis were at firsi ¢
Divisien of the fighting at 1z Folis, The commander of the division warned
especinlly that the pO‘"ZlOﬂ wust be held under all sircunstences. Resorve
nd ¥ iigte 232 of the 213ih Infantry Brigede roported at 4315 pa ney
t 2 Folie lay undoer a,heavy fire and thai parts of the

"»re ratrentings Tanks, Infan*”y aud even Covulry

Oavalzry DL’lSlG ), did not dc81" in their witacks snd

west snd south. The commander of tiis regiment then

50 pe me, thot bBis let Batdnlion wes locuccﬂ on the east Luank
on tho previous cvening and that his 24 and 34 hau%vliong
suilering frow heavy losses, also were located cust of tba

the bridges vwore blown up by the éth company, Pionesr Rgh

fentry Rgte Yo, 52, 210 had $o raureat, Low Lh“ reason
flank hed veen outflanked and thalt ne contoct existed with
in observer of Air Service Unit Hoe 210 (Cerman) hed
% 4300 De 32e, o fix German SILPMLShUT lines o tha
ﬂQWISQ“AOE?B*Lumc to the northezst exiyi’of Cantring.
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dnjor Gloinkopf? (Commanding the 52d Res. An"n Rgte), ordercd the

)2

corriunder of his 24 Battalion, to cover the retrecat tc the Woien 3d
ling positien east of Fonlmine-lobre-Dame. The 64k Company asting us a
rearguard defended with @‘ﬁachtne guns, for scme lengihy time, the west
edge of Pontaine=lotre-lume. Taonks of Botizlion i, entersd the towa af
about B30 Ps T

vieuld tho enezy now atbeupt to ponotrate the lés* barricr which
protected the westerly acoscgses of Cembrai? Buk the Bnglish COommang
absiained on the late afisrnoon of Hovember 21st; to lounch its troops
egrinst Cambral from Fontainss~lotre=Dames The LO7ih Infawm

-

fy
ing i
wunogs comnandor procecded o Petit Fomiwine, had fthe gensral 1mmress ong
¢ far as to opline, that only weak infantry Tollousd 4
tank attock and la despite of darkness and with only the weak
foreeo, 1t v tlu te possible to retake Fontnine-Notre=dano.
Thus 3 the 1ot Ea%,“lion leserve *n1¢nurj Bgte Noe 227, wag directed at

G220 po e, to work zhe ad against the forest of la Folle, the 34 Battalion

of uO" rvo nfautry Rgt. Moo 232, also was direcied to ruC”lEOWuTF and
ageoriain the strength of the Maglish in 4his Torests The division algo

-roceivel mowledgs of tho position occupied by the left Munk of the

2l&th Invandry Rivision on the southezet edge of the Dourlon foresde At
2:00 pe me, orders ware ispued by the 1074h German Division os follows

“in order to win the lise forest of Bourlon-South edge Fonitoino-Hotre-Damg

lo Folie-bridge over t}n caniely troops will form ot 10:00 pe me ‘

e -y -
Adl

1ron, Infantry Rgte Heos 58, advanced on toth sides of
anknens, but the battzlion did not reach the vort’

133 'L".l'lu

‘3 cx

eust od ntw¢n5udoxrevbamo, every junction being lost during derkncsse
Further 'Eo town was defended by numerous muchine nans‘of the cnony, B
The los vory smlls The R4 Botéalion Reserve Infentry Bgbe Now B8

L]

 companies us well, worked adjoiningly o bit forvards

Reserveo Infaniry Rgie. Now 227, won ihe forssi of

up junction with the 3d Battalion, Reserve Infentiry Re

iiﬂﬂ point west of la lurliere. Patrols seni ahew
adne aad from the height close do and south of the

Gsferal Pohlwen, sesing Lhat it wus impossible o

aighty through a surprisec attack, the tovm of Fohiaine~-

sdored the troops be returned to the VWotan 3d position and to

uuuion uo tho north nexr Raillencourt and prepare hiis line for n

The‘D-viS¢on Cormander approvo ithe recommpondation of

sade Commzndor 1 she latter issued his ‘orders at 3:00 =. m, on

;0 ZRGe TO break off the eperation. fThe cormmander of the 52d fecerve

e ordered the lst ox i 24 Bettalion of his regiment and the

pany Hoe 213, to cccupy the front line to the nordlh

The 2¢ Battalion,Infys Rgbe Noe 58,2lzc under his comaind,

tend the line of the 2d Buidtalion Nesorve Infontry Rgt.

acourve The let Patbnlion, Reserve Tufy R"L. HO»

to formey sector to the south of tho ”“Cuu road and

th the 3d Ra;tﬁiion, Resarve anjo Rgte Moa 232, at tho angls of

the sunad to f P“OVllle.
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- Uhe conmander of the 107th Division now contomplated to ndvance the
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2 threntening enclosure of the 20th Infant
6o bocoms more and more ncube? Genoral Yol
h infentry Divieiwn pade She tollo;ing I g hig ddary:

¢ afternoon hours to-day were al least at alorming no the wo red
1 the bowww“ on the Aisne and ip Flandars.” 48 o mabier of fact,
gowmand attually inteﬂded to advence against the rear of the
Ty Dzv7SLGM from the direciion of Dourlon. Thig objective

ba sitained by the Bnglish 62d Division. The reporiés recelived

83
ta cammanqef

fas J
el
er
£
L
e
15

.1. ot
2
s

by the Rﬁb1'00“man Divisien, advieing the insertion into the babtle of
the rag of {the 214th German Inlanmvy':lvisiom and alse the informa-
tion thal Loeuvres had nok been Haken by the enemy, gradunlly roloased
the gbrain ob Division headguarverse A new danger though wmude its appesrs
anceg,  for o cleay insight of »he situstion ab and by Fontrin igwiotro=Dane
couid not be obizined. 1/2 of tha.lst bﬂttallang infye Lghe How 79 ond
the 34 Cowmpe Pionoer Rpbs Mos 10, wore hurriedly ordersd to proceed te
teilly-fpillenvourt of abowt 4:00 ps ms This debachment wrrl red ot the
tovm nfier derkness had wod in and immedictely sent oub pairolp. The
resonnaisspnce of Lisub. Berkes was especially gratifying. icccrdlnglyg
the left flenk of the 21l4th German Infye Division was logutod at tho
gonthesst odge of the Bourlon foresd. Lnother pabrol received fire out

£ reutaeld 1 o repors wus received between Ti00 and 8300 na ey
by the goummanding cor of the lst Datualion, Infentry Rgte Hos 79,
Prom tha Gih company nf AHI&HE?} Regle Hon 58, indicating that the Volan
3¢ 1 position to tho eouth of Pa&llencouru vas occupiods

from the above, that the gap in Fhe front %o the

n forest romnined open during bthe endire night fron

5 *i. A8 the patrols of the itwoicompznies of the lst
fnfye Rgbas How Ty did not cncouwber &n enamy on their march

rugh and to Fonbaine, smnd the 3d Babialion, Iniy. Rgzbe Moe 50,

24 no hopbile infunbry achbiviby, it seemed as if the Inglish

somhent with the ocoupation of youtain@-ﬁonru*u~z

foi

agll Jt Bourlon and against the line Annowx-
, at mboul the same time, launched o snrong attack

tem“OTQTy‘ooﬂSOlidaﬁed regimeat Drederlow, the right flenk of
ailiown, Reserve Infantry Rgle 1o 98; wes locoted closc Yo end
L

510u Formes Two platoons of the 5th, Sth and 7th compuny
& racorvee Une half of ’h archine guns were distributed
g and the other half was dug in <o uhc roh . ‘The gector
gt Guord Resorve vnijc Rgbe bogan ¢ ne point vere

tfsgxrgcd 24 line positions The lOth company of
e roserve, hud to be shoved into the line on

e eunmpanies in this frout were now posted in

V”ccp 11tk TZth, LGth and 9th. The 3& Batielion of

nlantry Pr ¢sme next, the rlvht flank globh company)

uighway_ﬁvwiily~“ub“*ovoup the 1241 sowtheast
junehion ou the 34 Batdalion, Heservs iadun try fgte 10w


http:occupc.on

87, tho 9th company uas 9osbcu a5 a supperie Tho 1st llﬂu of Lha thus

occupicd fiegfried 2¢ line position, was only oullined ond merely had a

few dug ouis, tho wire entenglement being unfinished, wive wao gbrob choa

ouly on bud fow of tho Boctorse Tho most plices of this lino were

indiecoted only by mizloess The 24 line ves found 4o bo sor

Cinished, theugh it alsp hnd insufficient cover. for {this

]u? Prederiov, the regimentel comasndey ordered thet bes
J 1%

)

hat bobiter
rouson,

L‘l

ren) 3des orbensive
scounsisering vetivitlies, his battelions were at once to bogin Lo dig ine
simontal cormand poet was sob up ot the intersosilen point of the
end rond o the north of Ruwaillys '

L"O..'Iq Reserve Infye. REde 0. B€Y ({ﬁ'l Rega DZ.LV.)Q

wornrd Rumilly, the first company $¢ arrivae, the

2 o Lhe left flank of the 3d ﬁa’%*laﬁng Reservo Infantry

« 0. ?279 wi sbout 3:30 as xs  Brighiness having sed ins the reliof

of the laitter bettalica by the ?arwﬂr was not carried oubs Tho commandin

witicer of the lst Batislion Reserve Infy. r"t. Moo 26L, now orranged hig
G0 be re auy for o counter abinck in Mumilly os divecied

of the 106th Infantry Brigade (ses poge 102).

b ;—9-
v 4

WL 'L/O to

o
k:l

. Ty r’l

ovor the {ield ard 1llnry in the sector of the B4ih Tufantry
the cenal was assigned $o uhd comranding officer o
Hoas 108: The 3d Bavbelion of Field Avby. Rgbe 213, whieh

el
d.

PIINNG by
\._ﬁl-.u 3

(i g
AT QUL

o]

.

o

cimg bo tho woss

paalition close to wnd souithwest of Fbge de Foris. Taenk dofence
0 locuto suitable nposit ia 18 for the reinforcensat bat
icp, of the Guard Field Artillery Rgla
4 .
R »
neon snd favorabl targeﬁs had to be ongaged at the samg
o ; i he faw gunsg,

‘ ‘r:: b
ise guns from ha*ﬂv coptured uador the greebest difficulties,
moved 4o the fronts The comwmander of this Ladialion wes also
tterios vwhich
ad beon promiced = 34 ond 64k Batbor g
A foporve Tigld J rle] ery, Nos 63« The three field guno
glion, Field friillery Rgls No. 108 vhich h¢u 2oon repaired
o into action goulth of Cambrai unbtil ubvua 130 pe ms
svile citeck vo the enst of the can2l aloo bogan 2t cbowd
o,
2 othis line, the eriillery support for thie
P Ra uxbrenely weaks

fvad c‘%

could only

Lrederlow reported to the 108th Infeniry brig
.-;j «0:"“u vers marching over the bridge ol Jorcoing
ion thay thoy wore moroly lavgs potrols 1eﬁl¢1g shelr
ﬁhnuun aggumed 2 jauch giraver tone osne 1Juv ibe'ws g -
viero indicated for the artillsry wad o
alsq requosiud - finally the opinion of Tho ¢ uvu;Oﬁ VA
! : HGAL seack wae iuhinﬂiug that it seomed posoible this atiachk
would be oxoow cd ai‘er but 2 short proparatory bombardnent.t

aﬁe at 11:00

..
ey
=
CA.

1 arvillery hod awapt the positions m““zlv with shrapnels -

me and 18:00 noon, affer i iich tho fire boecnme heavier.

oved up ot abowt 1:00 p. me from the low ground at the

£ 11?0013” longside of the ra ilaa embankuments. Four of them

I ¢ o the flob Ferme, throo cume $9 o halt
wly throo more taonks moved more toward thoe sout




7.

Here sgain the Eaglish comwmnd bed firsd of all nlaced its nopes
on 4ho tenkse The 1Gth Coupany, lot Guard Reserve Tnfﬂnu‘v 1gte roporied
ot %340 e mey thot it had do rebire before three tanks whiol penetrabed
bpvweon tho 10th and 18th companies, bud thet the enomyts infeniry could
be ween only ab great distance. Concentrated machﬂnetguﬁ and vifle Tire
Shough ng these thres tanks to face about and rotire,

.

zh puctseded in forsl
ﬂftgr #b"eu the old poeifion was agedn occupied n; the 3d Battalion,

gt Guard Reserve Reginent. About 20 minutes leicr, tho itenks sdvanced
sgain ond others Joined these three, followed closely by Inglish riflemon,
Tha engny's lines hera very denge and offered a splendid fargsls The 3d
3l 43k companies of the Gevmon 2324 Reserve Infandry Bgie ona the righd

o

-
=

flmn& near Flab formey vas obtacked by five tanks and had to be withdrown
ﬁs&porﬂrimy, The cenire and lefi flank of the 2d I szbalimnp Regerve
Infeniry Rgbe Hos 88y os well as the 1lth Company of the lsb Guard Rosorve
i

ghe Gofended themselyas snccassfully. But the main sttack of the Bnglish
spparently directed further to the left. The 12&h and 10th Componies
gt fuard Resorve Rgle wars penctral ed by mumerous %Zasnks vhich {hen
end 0 the gredd road vhile firing on the 9th Company of ihs
15 Trom the reare The right flank companj of the 34 BDavtelion,
1 LB Inive Rgm, eloo wmo atiockod by tanks and the two last mene
ompanies o ned to give way seon aftervard. The 11th Company
sunde and he 1lzn Cosipeny of the Peverdan Battalion durned theipy

-

xlauks Uwvh to vho point of $he penctr vilon 80 23 $0 protect: the

vho deep formation of the machine guns, which now wers ebtle (rostly
Aite) “1QGS) $0 engage the tanks udearo;;g over the front iine, sticod

i asbe Ths luck b asmanition sovon become percepiibles The complainis
Iy by tho reginomts of tho 107th Infaniry Division also were heird hores
N o i 1

hore vns & deficioney of bolited muchine pun vmmuniilon.

e touke mpveﬁ foryard on and $0 both sides of the highway in o
: The one furthest advanced, renched s point within
: > moath‘ag the commend post of the provisional regimont
.:i::lcwp viloyrs tho %v%il?c*y, called Loy gevaral 4ime, o awmited with
grend poziob¥e  The slbuntion wns ombremely critical.

0% Roserve FMleld Artillory Robs loe 63 marched
bhvgaé: the sonu“ £ 1, tho batiory .comuandor weg hailed with
Llops tonka ers coming pn this road.” He galloped with the fired
: e the hichun nostile fire and herdly arriving
b 95, inde senkse The froutmost gua fired snd
nrol shot hi i“ectly in fwonb 0oi a tank on the roads The fifth
1 which ADfuu a ghors sirebch choad and thea come o o

ou”¢ng »~0ﬂ ite The 24 zun of the bvatiery mlso come up snd o
il Pettery, Field A“L¢710 y Bgte il0. 213 also opensd its fire.
1nie were pud ouv of acticn and the onhcr" begen vo face aboub.
wWer of the lob Bubtalion, Reservo Infantry Rgt. 1ioe 261
by the Davarian babialion of the ponctration by the tonks,
ived the order issuad by Major von ﬁreue ~low Lo the courrber
intoly he somi the lst Cowpany with o fev nochine gung forveyr

'\;,xr"’"'

d

e
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and soon Lhergafier orvdarsd the 34 00 spany with mere machine guns to
o‘lﬁ" uno firgbs The i3t company fought el firsi successfully close

B T of Rumilly, bud 4% also hoed to give way soow. The 34 ,
compRay engaged the tmnks on the rozd and one platoon iried to obotruct the
wvay of the “anLg by forzing a blockade with vehicles. -

he tankes afier the losses through the eoffeod 62 the' Lawvﬂ ' 5/1;/’
¥a commenced %o withdraw in the face of the machine gun and

treach nmorder fire; tajor Brederlos orderad o follow them vl oncs nud
to recover the old positions The ongay had dug in already in the second
line whore the tanks peneiyated, Bo when the Germans attncked it resulied

gt many in hand to hand and hand rrcnbda fighting. - The Inglich
v.fgwtry did net hold thelr ground very lsng afior theiw tanks Tithdrowa
Ihe flegiricd second line popition in the Broderlow seetor wos generally
ra“c¢""cd azain by 3:30 pe mes 14 priconers of the English 2%th Division
vare takesn 4o tha rear. . S " , .
/ -
{{lotes the svacuntion of Rumilly by Lhe eivil population
on o z of November 23d, the 5d Babtalion, Duvorian
T amfarnd 13, took as prisoncrs the escoped crew of a
on tho Germen side were as follows: 3d Datilu.
: ?nlv. Rghbe = 2 killed, 26 »ouqdei l missing,
Infye Rgte Ho. 98 = 7 killed, 30 vounded,

v
Hie “esorve ! y. Rgu. lios 261 = 5 killed, 2% woundsed,

& the same timo that the lsi Bnﬁ'Tn. eperve Infys R;"‘ Nos 227,
wag plucod ot the disposition of the 107 "tk Infantry Divigion by tho 54th
Infy. Divisicn: the 22 battalion, under Copiain Schilling, hud to fall
in ab Proville, ond woreh to suprorz the Gad”ﬂge;ed front enst of the

anal.  Dud The latter did not have bo assist in a eombaet snd tho order
?ss i, to Reserve Infantry Rgt. Nos 87, to mareh towdrd Runilly also
uns rezokeds inother crisis ocourved suddonlys At about £:10 pe e,
inforpntion wes yece¢vad by the 108tk Infantry Brigade, thal ithe oneuy
hod crossed ovor She cansl by Eoyo’Yes. The firan genarol giofl officer
& his tiz

b
o
[0

me clse brought tho Division order, "4o launch all the availoble

% this cnomy.¥ Should this information prove irue, the
ceed of the defonce to the eusi of tho canal, would have

o Brigade 6e~vynaten Tandwehr Iniye ai. Noe 384 and
8 of the roginonts of the 54th TInfantry Dav~s¢oz for this
Officor of the Brigade was sout Lo the 2d patitalio:
7 4o tnra as quﬁcvly a9 posaible against this new
?

n"l

e
attained sug
1

'3

X,

» patrols soon reporbed however, thot uo Bnglish
ansl neoy Hoyelles,

The heavy fire agoinst Rumilly velﬁ"ad ﬁracuq* Lye  Alhon pus of the
Gunndion Drigoade ( th Cavy. J¢v1~¢03) %0 ride from lasnlores ogainst the

F"ﬂ" - 93-0“—-

piet hau SUCCE5T ﬁks vhich appeared on the other side
T the ssebor of the 3d Ba Lmallon, Reserve Infantzy

Ppte Hoa 22?; coadne  Faviher to Llc oast inglish forces advanced

imovadn aﬂainsz e front of the Lot Battalion, Infauitry Bgits lo. 128.%
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v £

of tho conul o
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e afferncon mads with se
'cnbian of the Tmglish to cay
geoe

s,

sral btenks cgainst

a

o

. yiure afferiards $ho
ath end near Crév»so ur, drove buck the asgembled forces of
Tnfy. Rgbe Moo 194 Here ’ﬁ‘thost locked as if %his bime ihe
ould aftain Lha zonl sought 10 . But by cvcnl ng the gnemy wes

1
alog T@gulb 33 here,

{Wote: Losses of the 16th Reserve Infy. Brigads (Dtu Reserve Divs),
Zrom Hovember 20%h to Z5th -~ 0fficers, Killed 5, wounded 11, missin
135 gassed 1. Noncommissioned Officers and ieny Killed 106, wounded
380, migeing 634y gabsed 36). ’ '

15

5]

A

undts of the 9%k erve Tivislon medintain

Ra sined themselvesn
of the enemy on }ow albar 21st and bhe Andt

ar dlu not

ol

gein e fool of nd on bhie £ront. Yhe artillory in pariicular played
8 pejer pard dn $his defohses /An Unglish intelligence note ¢ captured by
the formeng wontioned the excellent aoffect of Uhu German rﬁmmo*lcs Irom

. b ote
w“he past and southeast.

cmnn Ihe combeic south of Combrai cemd to an end at the a@ginning of
cgy. tThe brode W Provisionel Regimewnd much weakensd ihrough the web
giruggle could be supplied ”1uh subsistence “”tcr
r firgh woim wmeal sinse the worn ving of Hovember
lens wers not availablo, Bri gade headquartere sowb
aialeations 10 tho regiments Orders reached the rogiment
Pe e dirascting ite rellef by wnits of the 30ih Iify. Div lulon.

Gerlow regiment was reliecved bj Infyas Rzl Hoa 99 and the 34

Heserve Infye Rgls Ho. 227, by ihe let Battalion, Infa n%ryrh

The 4ih Compony, Reserve Infy. fghe 10. 261 ond ithe lub B talzcng

Rgbe Hoe LEB, wos roelicved by the 44 Botitelion, Infentry R t; 0.

1 edge of Crovecocur vees now desipgnated we the boundary

Ak Infantryy D"V”SlOﬁ ‘ond the 98h Reserve imfy,. Division, but

{ 0f Landwohr infy. ‘Bote Noe 82 romained undew the orders of

erve DA f*oLOﬂ' he comman dcr of the 30th Infentry Division -

General Couni von Lasbsdorff - assumed on lovembor 23, the command
sector eash of No fellen - Gra¢eaou?. ‘

=
3
Treytiame e ",
notvaen tho B

ey e
A VIC I

- 19 Avyiillorsy j on Hovember °3d Jiold
'pssfeldy, rield Arz Woe Hae 108,

8

comaanded by Captaln Ilondwhny 1, 8, 7,
Rgta o 8. kuf«groupg cormznded

dhtua“zcs, Field ‘ny Rgbe Moo
Regbe llos 36, 7th Balt

wmd §th Battery, @ 1r£ Pileld Aviy.
Unjor Rosendahl, S5th and Gih
j_:"—‘- :r i@ 5ol & L] 1:{0 " 10 l )4 &10 3 ‘?5 ar 3. 9':221 B»—-"‘”
torigs ios 20, ua~"~oug, covmauuod by Captain
Zohmer > e 68k Bavheries, Fiold Arty. Bgte 0o 84 Inside
of '}, Fiald "z‘ Yo Biths Hoe 8%, liobile Reservo,
24 U P"" Ge 0‘ 20.
‘ from precedinvg “’go* A% 2 palle, Major Fabor was relisved by ﬁaéor\_
a ol the il ol the peinfor ‘ggu Rattaliong attached to the 9tk
Hoporvo Dive (3nJe Roogen = (omdre of Lhe G3d gos.Tnf,.“rﬁ,‘had_Just_aru
rived Ifrom the 0188) Tho lsz bn.In;.RL «128, lost hetre 3 killedyl? woundod.



w7 -

vy C?GL Quplain Croll, commanding, with Crovp
inn Foo M.M$a Batilns Ho. 20) lot Eacﬁor,, Foed
eI mOQ 3d Babiory, Bavayian Fool Ariy. 5o. 9,
Poot Arby. Hoe 10)e

‘g ovents of Hovember 2lsi did not confirm tho opproseive appro-
hencion under which tho headguartors of the 24 Arny (Far1 1) laborod,
yeb the siﬁuamlon remeined very intease. 0F the Feln;avuﬁmﬂﬂau, nenrly
21l the :brﬁﬁu troope of the 2l4th and 30th ;s§anury'D1vxaﬁgna ha
g of this day (November 21st). Cerinin units of the

ey v et L-w
RO

Lo d WL ¥ lngd

1158th Ianfy Lon though were o i1l on the rails.s fThe 34 fuar
Tafnatry U vao asponbling to the north of fambynl ond the 3441
afwe Dive a4 of the i

;¥s  Thoe front unl"" of the Bih Guard
aares o advance on Hovombor 224 za far ag
rs»Guu“e¢u: Several fisld art 111@“3 aginents and
talioneg, doui"nc o roeinfores the ¢T0ﬁ355 very ,
ith eréillery, roporited their probzble Yime of avrival.
iy arccnenwn come from the 4vh Gerumn Aroy for

he divisions, avmy aritillery, air servico unile and
boen ansembled affer coming from $he bulile in

The reivfsroononts vere moved by rail es no mobor Lransport columng
wwailoble. Thonko o tho efficient work of the railvay auvthorities,
Ghe fréon tralns arrzv;nh at cloge dmbervels wero gquickly dedrnined und the
ibion snd omoun cradns inserted bebwoen the troop trains, alus woro

; ao with but very 1itile confusion. I% was luck:

5% wwo doyeg of fthe batile the enemy did 2ot lay their
Gambrats  Not watil the afborason of the 22d a”“ they
 lutervele on the rallvay station)y scos thorenfisr their

g nlze fell din the intovior of tho ciiy.

; in orier to pluco the dofeuce of fenbral in o Jirm hond,
troup faudry appoinied on lovember 22d, Colonel Trousch von
- “utﬁlaﬂ~ﬁ endenfole, the commnder of the Oth Lepat ¢u,u*¢"y
frdpnde, oo tho PLFSL comeandand of tho ¢ity of Cumbrol).

runition remained extromoly disadventaopeous. Despite
group Candry received on the morning of lovembor 21,
ticld howiizer cod ao 17 cme ammwitions For thip reason
ving hoavy artillery could not bo employeds e do

Zonu of Ge He e crbillery orgenizations vere 4o move by
aple shot of ammunliions A9 the gomunition supplicd was
To cover thie lavge G“deﬁl ture by the guno located in
sitions, newly wrriving field alterics could requenily not be

ed in the combed f:ouu. yeu an umple Lru~11ury cempunition supply o
1 Mcmva lig MSLUlO in o fighs ageinst {anks. YNren with

D forecn Lv1lln§30, tha | lnwiﬁsh d¢id
{10 Go*ﬂ“n "“oﬁu d@c vﬁls oa’uno uLGOﬁ&




Tue Commending General of the 24 Aray counted on the
of the ~Jamy's attack on Novembor 22d. According fo
made by Dnglish prisonersy the employment of the Englisi
n w8 gxpectod shorily. The Gerwan command on the othe
¢ intend t0 limit its aobivis 5y to the defences In acc sdanca
Wil 0rﬁc' received from the Headquartors of the Lrmy grows, the
bO””“au'ﬂS Cenorel of the 2¢ Arsy on Novembsy 2lst, advised the variocus
geoeups of its commend, that prep&raﬁions wore being made, for “regular
]

-

°
couvniter attucks for the reogainlng of the losh %arraing" gnd it was elgo
mphosised, thes It wes primarily inteaded "o pra’ ent on oxsension of
ne pancﬂ~u~Lon on the flanks by Moeuvres-Zourlon and Reuieux,” 2190y

gyt

that “the cressings over ithe jchelde~Canal on the umreﬁch &rsvésoaur6
Bautoux~Vendhuille® be held. In order to ence the arrasgesonts for the
atiack, now ordere issued lator on this day sinted, thed nev cOYpa
compands voro Lo be formed. In ﬁdfO“Eluy with the latter, tho 181
hgay Cozg 1L10u~@ Genoral Albrocht) reccived under the nanme of Croup
Lewards, h former northern portion of Group fvras {111tk and 240%h
infaniyy D Vlulﬂﬂa\p the 234 kescerve Corrs (Goneral von h&aﬁon) uadoy the
namo of CFOLD Busigny (9th Reserve and 183d infaniyry Di ivigions) had {o
ghove in between Groups Caudey ond ¢ vemtine

The Sleb of lovember algo proved ©o bo of docisive importoncs. o
ho znglish ”ommaddq for fhe witacke wmede on the vwhols front ou this day,
hed resulbed favorably only to tho southwest of Conbrod.

{iivbas ﬁccor’iag “o sn Daglish Intelligence repor¢‘*ww following
Ssrren prisoners were “fox cht in bebwoen MNovembor 19th 2nd 5:00
pe 1e OF Hoveabey Zlsh -~ 139 officers snd 7,316 men of vhich
19 officers cud 893 men vere wounded)e

wage reveived with 5?0&& Joy in Fuglend.
: had no limits. “Tho most Dowed defonsive
'r'nc b*s beon penst r:tdLy w0 heve offen humiliated theo Germans, bub

fron the standpoint of the positive siratogy, this has boen tho nest dew
grading of 21l beatings. Tho cousciousness of the British v?ccovv
botwoen frras and §te Quentin lo us megnificient as the reaulis avs
uib“xuus- The victory abiained in front of Cambral elsvates the reputo

) 3 1 army and bestens the liberadion of our grouwnds” fJuch

md in tho newepapers in Dngland ond Frence svery 4oy

.
A
.

n

of vietory ross over so higa. the “Avl*au uaqg&ggg 3
L % i “. 0120 VG l ' v~'\_ ihle. L‘...‘M“ that
g e iho 48 1% had been
he German Gesvrves vould begin o urrive had;actually
high groun ot the JOU’lOﬂ V*llaﬂe nd wood, still re-
G SYINAING 4 few imporiant tazciical posiiions

iy ﬁhe wood alao remzined in Ccr“an Luﬁf'd BN

] e whether to talke up o defa: attitudo

ned beon etvalncdeY  Bulb maslﬁ: rcally possiblo
- ey g e i,

et
[ps

X
st
o
e
%
- (

vitained Lline¥ In his i the svenis,
i contenplations of tho situvablen vhich his
e 8 pogitions

on of &
lsa, for in the wedg:
on

of T

Ly i Lh i gituated on the evening of thi tuoy could
aed ronzis in front Dourlon, the obhjecs the firsd




"Unlegss this elevaied
the positions of the Inglish

t¢c be made at once but it could ba found only in

the Oi-eﬂSi or in the withdraval to & suitablo

« But eould the .un slish commundor dare 16 withdraw his

ot to the high ridge of Fiesou*é”oa at the moment when hig own people

snd the confedernied fllies folloved the ovents at Combrai with the

vumOQn o5 . @ the victo ry of which they fas onoﬁ vhe grentsst hopesi

}lpi 11y $o be recopnized end succosnful blﬂW‘w'.unLS Tropt

respect for the British arms at the very end of & yoar
es? VYould it noi remove the unfavorabls impression

ezilged by the unsuccessiul Latile in ¥la de*8°

ological motives aro not‘meﬂﬁi 1ol by Gensra
g v 1 60 6o 0n.Y He alluded o the

0

: the following manmers  “Om the other

ﬁhc muemj shaved Cs”tiin 31gns of an intondion to withdraw. COraters

bad-veon formed ut road ad uFOOD could bh saen ready to

"hdra7 tovard
L
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It 11 ; "due o v@ich o conLlnu nee of the pressure
on the Cwnﬂ*ai front wag a necegsity." If the views wentioned, above all
whe § sicns Dor a probable Gorman retread s telied foy the continuannco
i a farvher adwvance, it is incomprohensiblo vny the Bnglich Commander in
“hief qid not order hio forces 3o reno tho eitaek inmediciely. The

events of Hovembar £2d, though fails to indicato such energeiic neasures.
: .

Gomiraryd  Thic day wos employed by the eneny, %o ogtublish thelr troops
5z ehe serroin goined, In relieving cerbain organizoetions mnd in giving

end U Tho Vroons.

- Goneral Hodp zives no detailed Inforpmiion nbous his regerves oxe

5 thet two Qivisions, originglly intonded for Ivaly, wers bo ba placod
hls cisposition oo Novembey 2lute Bub vie knovw fyom obhor Jourcas,

t at vhe beginning of the baiile, three divisions wore acsombled. The
nch dedtochment of %9 wlso wag loeated ot Porone bu, it recoived
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wrlter of the article "Gﬂmbram“ in the Incyclopeedin .
¥ secs as the fundamenital veakness of pho plan, the
iagk of » large general resorve).

Paatn 1
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w
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deliberations und discuasicons o; the exhausted

oepv on the evening of Kovember 8lph qcrved only
on Tor the failure - which nuud er =11 bho -
xisxﬂ“ﬁTS“ﬂnﬁing of the fuvorable Zuglish situntion.
uis report General imig oven stabtos: VI anm pinion thot
the Z0th ond 21lot of Tovember we werd very-near to atia purficiently
to bring the rezlisation of sur full prog 1in our
. koelbz (in Lo Bataille de Franco), ig uTlJ ved in
bogelug judgmendt vhen he saysy YIF the Unglish had boon ecious
cnd ”¢lladg ther would bave moved their reserves closon ronte IF
nad besn done, it would hove besn possible o brosk with thoir



cavalry and sttock in rear of the German front, vhich was tholly frae

e e b A A At vt 35

: ho events of November 2lst edduced proof to the English Commsndery
whnd bis oporation begwn with the greatest of oxpectasion, had been

How it became aeuaasary 40 gei out of the prasen% JJzuatlan;

T be made ot onces hLecording to Haig's report he found

oy

bt
inugbion of the avtack against tho helghis of Bourlon,
hoped to force the Germans o Yabandon their carefully
prepored defence systems for ¢ consider able &leaﬂCD to tho north theresi,.”

Although ihe combate goubh of Cambrai did mot siap uu~<w" the JOLE
dnvs, who contre of ihe atiack from now on lay to the northwost of iho.
auns road. - '

oniu ia—JOur “DAMO .

zevcmher d 2d and. 23d.

2 @2 command in tne sector on both sidesg of 41

vond wog gecigned ot 6:00 B m., on lovember Z2d, o Lajor ¢
v ensin s
p

g Gy
Havensteine The 119th I PJ Division arriving northeset of Canmbrai,
Ects plmaa‘ under the ordevs of %o 10Ttk Infentry Division by the

-

mading general of (roup Gaudry. The two bajtialions of Infanbry Rgi,

Ka. &GQ of the 1194k Division, quartered esst of Cambrai, wore ordered

- quiekly to Kzillencourd and thenco turn to the south end cccupy
trench bobwsen Dourlon and the right flank of the already

fa 14ne. Thoe are 11Larv comumndar vian dirscted to

jep bomard the 214%h infantry Division mnd ab day-

ire 4"aLn“t lontﬁlne~Woz g=DEmes '

X 3‘.“..&.‘;&}!’

ﬂ'/‘n 2 e

N lan

- > Lzt Bogtalion, Infantry ﬁbuo Nos AS, had hard1v cecupied the
aucormulabions nssigned to iﬁ in Bouseidres, when orders from the 107th
fentry Division directed iy Lo roturs to Cmmbrai. Tho night resi of
the Zd atizlion did not lact much lonzers Tho senior foitzlion Covmander
of the two bottalions = Mejor Hubert Richert - recsived from the commnder
ef the 1LO7TOh Infentry Divisien ab 7:30 de me, the order coveriung the tusk
sseigned to vhe two bettalions. He mlSO received at the caus tine o brief
outling of the situatione ‘

l_l

Yilorm, assuuld kit to bo packed, svery wan to 1o s P 1
doliers. Pall ipy" T’e swo battalions assembled s
vest in Tho yords of the Quircssier and yapwitsz barrecks in the west
oriisn of Combroi. Yajor Richert ordered the 24 Patbialion 36 proceod
o Redllencourt with ite flank longsid ! toward Foninine

I

5 o of the road

seel junction with the 214th Infantry Division. His owm lot

tion, wos to advanc t of the road menitiovnodas S tho ?Lo

iong wors marahing on.the Lrras highvay ai 10:C0 o m., the head=
: 4 i by Rgbe arrived and Lieuts Jolousl Zunchmer




7o Y’y : L P L -2 3 s B B s}
his villogss It alse rocognized $he impordance of thy hig
Nuurtuxg bt believed that this importsnt position could culy
- 2> » N . ~§ : »
1

I
13, G
tolned by the nei#hbarzug‘dlvi31on, ontaine~Hotre~Dins wns in posE=
5 the @ ordly aftor -9:00 a. ma; 2 meBsage Vo "aceived‘
or who during his low flight
Fonbnine. TuQOt this in ?ormwtioﬁ provol ad consldcraa}e

(%)
o} 1whu71 the 213th infawiyry Division wus *W“‘“'wm.ly
diz send oab rwuralv tOWard the village to ascartuin the fuctso.
Tho fentry Division at 10:10 a. m. ordercﬂ that & soon as ‘
pat d Fontaine uﬁcCcupmcd or with only a veak garrison, that the
vil a uc&pied snd that with firm connestions ioward Do urion, the -
Lixn Loz ie~la Folis-iin, de Gentigneul, be oczupied and nelide
in tg'execuue this intention with as far *G‘pOBSlULG ITresh troopg,
th g taci ical mensurea wero teken at tho same dime: 3@ Daxtalion,
in » HOw to beo inserted at once and comecting with the 2d

Y

the n ¢1onb £ Resgrve Infantry Rgts Hos 52, was o re-
o""'spondxr, riions of this regiment. Wnevcﬁxr%uﬂLr of Infeniry
3 was tvhen to wssume command of this seciors ' The command of

ing componies of Reserve Infa try Ggte HMoe 52, und of

5

L
teliongy Reserve Infaniry Rgbe los wulg was assignsd fo Mojer
sander of Reserve Infy. Rgie Hos 27

ETeY nolz {the comm

zewvou ving of the forces was not to be mecomplished completely.
T ) P . e
The 24 w-ﬁfl;ww, rn?anbrf Bgle ko, 46, with all its fo W > end
the 1ot iattelicn with tho 15t and- 8d company in the ‘

vheeled Irom Raillencourt in a general sewtherly dirg

Lisute Gabler, wrote that "ths comp:

§ through vwet and feed~high grass n

5" How and thon a hos ,119 artillery sho

sh aeroplanes appeared and fired wiih thedir mnchine

3 did tho officers of the headquarters ond company
ending their horges to the roar.

j g reports vere recoived of the metivity of tho 461k
GTth Tafuniry bi lon, the Secend Gencrsl Siaff
o, - LI
v (2432 i

ivis
1

1
ion’xmu ut bv Jut
R 2

. ;eut. Gole |
tructions, ag
furnished by bﬁgor N srmnn of the lsd Pabim
» tad from the report made in poerson by |
situation could bes tuken advantage of s "~0031u11y,
¢ and surprise~like advance of his frech battalions.
S0 t?o alion the folloving wmrition o““er, afber
ructhed B ion:  “"The regimarnt will edvance

I

= ol

3 o
oy
j

Dam i ceeupied will dsako the v:l ago

¢ and if o
iz zlready qmvuncing~mnd tho 2d Batialion
with i%8 left flank on the 1st Gatialio niy o the
et nf southeast odge
this deedsion corrcsponded SlSG with the wishes
divectlya




A
ol ,'!Q

{(fivte: &b aboud %hc sams time (sewd at 12:15 and receivoed ol
AR pqm.); < smander of the Sth comparja fye Rote Hoa
45, wrote hie at the east edge of ihe Bow luﬂ vood,s thob
jzx:’scﬂ uad n-an esﬁeblish@d by bim at thed noxnt, with the
- Rgte Hos 50a The 24 Babiln, of the latier

réed during the moraiug clong the cast odoe of
with the 9th Compony).

ary of the let Ioltialion, Infuniry Rebs H0e
owings "The batlelion commander ws alle 4o

orted thad “an ettack during s mancuver could
foruard iy 2 wore orderly and spirdited nmnner then
s a military picturo os ono doudd hardlj have hoped
for tﬂﬁnr& the end of 1017, it vas an evideace of the eucollount eopirid
o our Lroonte’  Ths wny dia
1o

-y 12

7Y, aloe sombtwing the Fol

obme“Vﬂ from uhﬂ gestle of i alllonuaur"g how the atinck azui

vl Loy I Fowdading wag cop orward with inshe e formatli
vill JG & mbaing 8 earcied forward w great dashet tion
of ‘ ) Of great advimtage for the ueployaenu pRemy

zug the encgy*u Pront line, which apparve ul
".e railuay embankment, could not cleszrly obmervs »hu BTEY
3 a

fe]
8]

ofl £ Gomnande ane inglish poroplancs apparesntly had boen daceived o
through seoveral olaver movemunits of the battslions -during thedw doaloymcwt, g
wg Lhot the avistors flow off without rocognicing the correct dircehior
of he developmente 4 strong infaniry and machine gun fixre of the onamy
ney tho Gerpan b&cma vovs only afier they had fully ascended the gradual
slone of the hill. 1gl;ob a:hillery now entcrc qu ut Lle with itg

o 5 7 . .

‘“OJBO& over *he rnzlxuy emL&ﬂkWSAu de
£0s  Ho junesion having boon cstablls i
z'nﬂef of Ghe 1o Battalion had to 'inss
I . n the viliegs vere oh”*wnvtely defended by the
siish, bul the 1mgemu 18 advanee of the Germans could nol be stopped for
LG i gliting in uho vicinity of ithe chuich was ospecially

d
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Yoot
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CBEVETS. House wfior hou here had to bo coptured with the bayonad, opede
zad hand gronadsg, /

atol headeouarters (£64h Tndya Luu.), receivod
1) uro”vos 1ive end Povorable Process ox

the villeges The Gorman aritillery recognized the advescy of

ab the proper timo and layed an offective fiwa on unc“.
alion, Fleld Artillery ighe Noe 237 (119un fufy. DL?“”lUﬂ); hied

by

-
SN
u

i ;ayz been o L;,oa with teams and held in readiness for a

gLl : defences Injur Richeri of {the lst Dubtialion, Tnfanury Rigt e

4G, roporied at 2340 pe n.9 that the vhole village was capiured and
i his troops wers localtod on hcwvhu 49, south of Fomby 11;~uourou3>nu.
A omrewh omnd quieck s quﬂu wns pitained by the vwo bettelions o wha 46th
Infaniey Rgbes “ﬁuuougn under pevere lesses. Tho lossos on this duy

cery - kxllou 2, wounded 43 Honcormissloned 011¢cors

~unurd 109, missing 19« The enomy, m“nﬂrunc ¥ ¥

nnd bis andg and ﬂbn EAUuullow, Geal r*hnnighla de"39
1% ny (315240 Brigedo. Slet Division),

‘»1{}&.\ .
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B
5 Gommander of 3n~“n“"y Rogimewd Hoe 58, locatod at the comrand
o ot Stoa Olle, wo3s advised by the 24 Geumeral 5iafl 0fficer of the
1 "L% Infaniry Divislon, of the intended further altack of Infuniyry Rete
tainss  The regimental corzendey of the H8Th Rl
>d his 24 Babin lion to join in the atinck of the A6ih
lgred his 34 Batdalion Lo move during iis advance in reny
zight flonk of the Bd Bedbinlion, Reserve Infaniry Rgte Noe 892, in
60, support the labtior if necesserye. The relief of the lutter (sos
5§ mas S0 be accomplishisd later one
1 alion of Infaniry Rgte. loa. 58; began the advance with
GG in the frond line at eboul 1:00 pe me; but the fourth
5! ©o s inscried soonm afbervards in arder teo assure tho
Wi e neighboring Reaserve ;n;wn“ry Rgt. Nos 52.  This aiitack
b gtwesn Tho railvay enbankment and tho highuaa, becaus@
ies escounverced soms Inglish machine guns which caused heavy
sholy Lg ot longs soon tho bavtalion vuvwa od ageing :
p«r* 0” “Oﬁt l:a ware ¢ :
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he eﬂsb of the attagk wers

(VR )
2. the second babtial:

. ghared
b z2lion Commnnders Geptain peiboney, cumployod sll
iose The lot fatbalion of Reserve Infantry Rute 30 237, ade
der the command of ysjor Buchhols, did not mood an enenmy el the
el of the forest of la 301116. Soon/though a Lavy gronade
g mecning gun flre confronbed this hetialion from the dirsetion of
Ganbe Thus, the L07th . 11antry Divipion attained south of the
tapawne road o pesitio ght 49 as (
" .

n, vhich streichod rectilineally from led
v of liin. do Cantigneuls.

oy s Tho Crosg

g point to we

task now wag o rogumazo some of t{he orgonizations
7 interminad, Lo socurg *ue copvgc'"rna between the
uroop . roplrce armmmuaition and closeesrenge weapons and fo arvonge for the
dofonco. Boginning with the lute afternoon ohC enemy 1nid o vory h

urqulch fivre on Fonteine. Tna ommandivv 0“£4ce“ af *“a ﬁ~th .ﬂx
1 N "

b
94 fhe 13tk ond dochina Qua Go ﬁ@&lg to reinforce the 1si uﬂ"“ﬁlﬁch. A

anettlor s esiablished ftoward ovening with the 24tk Infaniry
The 3¢ Dabialion, Inlye Rels How on field the south ond 0uuvh~
of the Dourlon forest mad the 2d Baidbalion advancsd along the
6f shis forest lowurd Foutaines Counter altacks sgainst this
tnblishoed front though were not execuﬁcd by tho o 100 .

8ion 1oy Oru“VCd chie fellowing distribution 6

) g

She accanplished during th Cennoching
with infewivry B Hoe £64 tho 2d and 3¢ Detéallons, Infaniry Dgte fos 58,
oro hwrest and south edgo of the wood of la Follo and
the RohT T laserve Infye Rgt. Hoe 46, in the frowt lines ajor

Gonsoral ¥ u@v; 3% maander of the 115%h Infy. Division, shsumed thoe
Commani Ol iy of Hovember 234, OFf the 207Eh nfaniry Divisicn,
el and the machine guns and Lreach mor*ﬂrs of



; Reserve Infy. Ngbe Ho. 52, remnined in the position
of Rosorve Infaniry }g¢- %o. 232 ond the 44h Comp vy Flonesy

-

Rgbe 0. 21, also had to be placed under dhe commnd of the llJth‘Lnfanﬁry

.

AEy

Divigion.

(Nohey The 3d pattlne. Reservo In;y. Regts Hoe 232 va“mna” on
the cannl. %he 1st Botinlion of this K&ﬁ) wvaleh wes rolieved

oy the 2d Danilne, Infy. Rgbe loe 05 (30t Infy. Jiv.) on

Hovembor 22, ha on the evenin of lovember 284 te szain take

up ite old position on both b&LCa 01 the earal bridge of
Yioyellos, bacause the sector of the 119th Infy. Divicion wae
B

P

.g_,

Cexmbended to the rged Juuut=oa east of Noyelles, The 4%h _
Sompeny of Ploneer Rgis Hos 21, wag vonnu.uuiln" new erospings
eant of 1o Folie). :

LATEE T

L.08¢ “dﬁﬂ“ To i Lnﬂr ordars issued during the foreznsun oA vov“"ua“
ESp_dy the commmnder of tho 10T4h Infantyy Divieion, upon direciions
given by the commnding peneral of Group Caudry, ilesorve Indantry Regimend

227 and the Plonesy O ompany Ho. 213, were ussigned to $he towm cormandand
anﬁwy ibe Mos 52 and ivo batialions of yigld

A iphe Tow 613 211 under 4he command of Major Gteinkopff, ok
hi ated pg the ngsanll reserve, woes now direcied to agsamble,
wo fora o countor aldioch sYoup of the corpond in “amb raia

%

O uava"anr 22d; the English comand wished 4o install ile froops

in tha ; f %o carry oub reliefe and in resting the
troops. A8 ely tioned, Novomber 23d woe indicatod us tho dev on
w.ich the aliock wes to be continuad, the main objsc cbive being the Germn
i s H0 bs takes by aesauli. Through the loss of

Bourlon positien wvhich w 1
fomtaline=iotroeDame, tho orders already issued haé 1o be onlerged so as
A we the recapiure of tho latter montioned town.. This mission vas
oy the Bist Divieion (L gligh) to iis laBd EJlgDﬁQ- The baitialions
de assenbled in the neighhorhood of ld Justic Hers clso
attached to ‘the Bripode, 12 each of- t’c }.nd I babtole
: Brignde.  The Gime of the atteek was fixed ol 1l.u0

o
y
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Al
P
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~

v0 23, ws pasged eily in th sgeior
1 Lho mﬁymmmﬁnglomu oI Yovembar
But betwesn 10 and 11 ae me the

a&va¢3ﬁd eousid ﬂrab]y and finelly intensificd to
cotardast.  Fonteinselobre-dome especiolly was the ovjective of
i ls, The villago, in vhich civilian inhabitamtc ‘”:'c 56131 living
10 the collors, wee soon velled in o miplhiby smoke cloud. The Cormin '
TLetderics b first mnswored with barrags. i

{Hotes The Cerimn bnbleries, Field Artillc
were located nenr Fe '




Sy Rgls Hoe 62 and lgb Batbery of Landwohy

= 80 vas locateds Of the Pield 2riye Regb.

3 siood to the north of Reillencowsrt, the 2d

I g» do Paris; parte of the 3d Badialion i
elé in recdiness. ‘The 2¢ Battnlicn, Field

had takon up pasitlanshneaﬂ
w@re ghoved forwvord by numerous batlcriess
olos disposed of the lst and 2d Tatiories
Hoe O and the %d Rattery, Bavarian rooth
»-iexvy Art¥e)e Yo

i

from $he ObuB”VﬂmlDﬂ pointe and from the frowt
vod by the conmander of the 28Wih infaniry
anks were seen advancing along the
£ Caplaing

Thy boidle siaried anev.. Just as a might y sﬁvuV'Th g

@ 29 taking ,
praes on lond on the Tront £ o Iioouvres to la Fuljo, go alse a furivup
Lattie wes fought in the oir during a weather which was clearing aftor o
LUTbi rainy morning, thtaln yon Richthafen won his gixty scoond
air Licutenant vou Richthofen (of Air Berviee init Née 11)

0y

L3
‘h, Licubenant kﬂpngrs and Vice § orgeaut "“JO“ Kbnnacke each

.6 g
i3

rep ringlug dowy of one aeroplane and Vice Qarboinu liajor
Bumo n forced two opponents to fall. Anbiehirernfi guas 21lso poayddie

1

in addition wers oble to obiain numerpus hlza agninst vhe

the Imglish main abttack againest Bourlon will
chaptor {soe page Yo Hers tho firhbing for
v will be reocounbod. .

- The 46th Infentry Ngh. wes nequeinted with tanks frcm “the Xﬁcrs

Tront, alinovgh the regiment ¢id wot ¢ome in direct touch with thems

“he tunke met with greay difficulties in the swampy torrain in Pl&ﬂﬂorug

; ﬁhe firm ground in front of Car sbrail was much wore favora 1blo for thema

nies of this regiment had been urulned in the dsfonce agningd
1

o Y j
.uudeS' Thls {training required that tho fromimost line wvas to
vor or if nogessury, o yield %o the {lanko, thua praciically
+ v to b s KR

tanksy leaving the flrhuLﬁP with the tanks to the

L% 01 per mlutlﬂg the tanks to pase through, thoe

d againe The hostile in L@narygﬁhsliOVLnﬁ

2 clear path for the dnfaniry and thai he eneny
crushed could, through such z tactic, he pluced

‘;‘Lon= Tor which, zecording to experiences, the

equale what the 46th Tndy. Regimond hnd learned

to dumonstreie dur:nﬂ the steransasg of tho batile

L% mbout the same time st which on Eovuucw_f?ﬁdF tho &6th Infawtry
tusk one house after mucther from tho English troops, o much wore
wosk gonfronted the regiment on Hovenbor 23, 1&AL1V - 10 mointa

ih
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the village which had been taken during strenecus fighting end in
sddition to defend itself agninst the ovileboding mschiness Despite
the barrage of the Jerman batteriesy the tanks advanced egnin ns they
did on November 20th, veiled in an muic.w. smoke, egainst Fontaine.
The fire-spitting tanks gliding over the wire ontanglements and shell
holss sdvanced against the front of the lst and 23 Batialions of the
46tk Infantry Rgts A hard struggls ensued which lasted untidl evening.
The front line fellowed the besie principlesz of the tank defence and
poraitted the tenks to pass through and then faced the riflemon of

the enmaye

The Inglish iafantry mostly followed their tanks at = sonsiderable
distanus, often even ratheor hesitatingly. where the inglish infontry had
not already been shot down by the artillery, rifle and machine gun fire,
the men of the 46th Infantry Rgis prevented their ewtry into Fontuine
with the bayonet and hand grenades. In the meantime the tanka had entered
the villige and moved along the streets,s Now though 4% was to be showm
that tanke can win terrain but that they cannot held it, 1 thay are 1
to thelr own resourcess The tasks lacked the field of f&ﬂ in the narrow .
sirests and they were hemmed in their movemenis from every direction.
 The malming fright whieh the tanks producod heretofors vanished quickly,

- for the weaknese of this now gombat weapon was resognired and the German
troope understood how to profit by it. Not a man of the 46%h Infenmiry
ghowed his fage vhen a tank appeareds Hardly had 1% passed, vhen things
besame lively around the tanke and im the housess Rifle aund maghine gun
fire soon were discharged from every cormers As single hand gromade
throm on the sover and on the flsnke of the tenks were without effect,
soveral were tied together and thrown under the tanks vhere they

%?

Desides the large letters and the numbers on sach tank, thsy frequently
alse had @ spegisl name such se Red Hamd, Hilda, Brigand and Conqueror.
sarrant 0fficer lolsheuson with two squads of his lst Cdlipany went after
the tank with the proud neme of “Congueroy” who besides this rome had painted
gn ona side u Qerman soldier with arms stretched highj a siganl of surronder,
tenk succseded for some time 40 avoid his purswers, it broke through
wall of the church yard and knocked down several tress; dut finally
captureds inother tank relled inte the villageepond as it nttempted o
turnabout to escapes The cormander of the 2d Battalion reported as

1 effioer and 7 men only made up a bloody shapeless mass." pParte of other
Georman regimsnte «leo partigipated besides the 46th Infaniry in this contest.
The sbout of joy ran high every time when through their own power or

through astistank defence guns, one of these tanks was dewnad =nd if the
lafter did not burn out, the richly stored food supplies, chocolats espociale

It was impossible for the German batteries to participats in this
street fighting without endangering its swn infantry. Desides the single
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guns clready advenced, theo noblile sectiocus of the 2d Rabtaliou, ;
tilierv Reziment Nos 237 ,iz:"eﬂdﬁvase pouth of Haillendourd
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The situation o 2d Batbalion, Infontry iagu- loe 46
g a 'e vas espucz ally eriticel, becauge tho iugll

erd the Dourlon forest. The danger of boing rolled up

eny groat at timess Units of the 3d E&ﬁislio% so foy

era oW onp1ovad a8 a flank protection vnd in extending

2dy curved backs The 1ot Baticlion of the Regimend
on u;th the 2¢ Battalion Infaniry Rgbas lice 55; located

0 .‘ &ou 1 Gf‘;-; *
At She owtwod the sliuation in the middle soctor of the 119tk Infantyy
Divieion oppeared 4o bs much more eriticni. '
vadd, coxuxndiag the 5Gth Infy. Rogiment, sent
mcgimsnm to reinforee the 2d Dattalion of the
alion the L0tk ond 124h company was located in
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ny o ~
ol nrcks
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uh@ 3d Jachine Gun compauy of this reglzent bad nold.
e gung gnd four light tronch moriars of Ressrve

&

5 Yom, Aned in the position. The eneay laid o heoavy

BT i onoke Lombe, on ths sector of the two h&'aalluvo
T Ly 38, before the tanks advanced. . The Govran barrage
and the dof ro of tho mzchine gune and trench moriers epuld noj

e )

ne
the tankse The aitack of the lotior was direched
ghi flank of the 2d Iattalion. Soon the janks nupc:re&
‘th ﬂcgznoao. Tho I
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in the rors line of the entire sector of
whe ros 3 ab fired only o few men gave ground, then wholo
sectio wrd movenenty of the front line also inveived tho

elels les relrented in a northeasberly direciion, poréss also

the tanks from the dire n"1on of Centaing tovard

, not followed by hosdile : n¢anu~y 16 gosn by the las
s Reservo infentry Rgbas Ho. 46, decn¢ta‘ the fagt that the onEny
cuobc bombs on the forest of To] ce Upon recaeipw of o ropori,
Tanks hod pr0°uﬂd vack the front of Infaniry Rzbs Jo. 58, the

' ttlne Reservs Infys RBgle Noe 46, pooted $he 4th

‘o
et o ey ey
HOGALnU,

Zassallion

! 1 ﬁ he va;l ble men of his etaff, do fora a flenk provezdion
eh the west odge of the foresis

Fre piu rod Englich repord stadted that folloving
Fy

anks vere hold up by the ilmzk ;iro of the Gorsci machine gung
ﬁno wood at Polies In Pnudl‘ ce with ordorsp A

e ermon
ine gun compony and trench mortar scebion of the lsﬁ tegvelion,
erve Infantry Regis 0. ~27» remnined for dventyefour hourg in
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3
seetor of the let Dntielion, Resorve Infantry iiste Nau 25)

»

cffest the $6Uh Tufondry Rgtd

the tanks in the middls wecter of the 11%%th
e
Infye Rgte 46, oround la Il
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Hejor Steinkepff atidcked with his -52d Resorve Infaniry Rghs
As at first ordered, Reserve Infys Rgts 52, ncting ws an atiack
‘reservey weo posted northeast of Fontuine in rear of the railvay em-
Jbonkment, in defiles and in the Wotan 3d position. The order to march
o Combrad was not executed because the signg of an approaching sténck
hetame more and more gloring. The battalions of tha regiment had been
separated much farther during the heavy artillery fire of tho enouy.
Patrols sent oul reporied the successes attained by the tonks in tho
sector of the 58th Infaniry Rgles and the entry of the tenks in Fontaings.
lnjor Steinkopff ordered hic regiment (52d Infy.), to assume the counter
sttack imnediatelys The 2d Batialion with all its four companies attacked
via thoe southeast part of Fontaine, vhere four machine guns of the 2d
Uaching gun company of Infantry Rgte No. 58, at first conducied tho dofence
wlth considerable success, but finolly had to redire before nevly epproache
ing tanks and bocause of lack of steel pointed ammunition. The vaitialion
soon recoived & very furlous fire from the village. ¥hile the other
companiss conbinued in the southwestorly attack direction, the 5th company
turned toward ths west. The commander of this company in his report
Bratesc: "Ihe battelion would have been lost if the firsi tamk had come
out of Fontmine, 'for it was bound to succumb on an open fiold from the
flank {ive of <{he tanks. For this reason I turaed with twoniy men Lo the
right and sielked hurriedly along in the communication trench 4o reach the
. £irst house, hefore the itank couvld do 50 My mon carrying the full paek
and wisi heavy clay-clods on their boots ran behind me. Mot one remsined
behind for we 21l were conscious of the task before use. After roaching
the first house, wo saw a tank nearly 100 meires from us advancing at a
good specd keeping ot tho seme time the vhele village street under its
fire. ¥First of all wo iried to throw hand grenndes under tho chaing of
tho tank and it proved successful. DBut the single hand grenades vere 100
weak in their explosive force. e brought up empty send-sacks in cach of
wvhich we placed four hand grenades, ons of vwhich was so fasiencd %o the
-sack, that the firing device only vwas exposeds vhile this vas boing dono,
the tonk which had come to o sbop was kept under rifle fire tho lotter
being directed sapecially against the obsorvation windows. Now came ihe
favorable moment. Two men sprang toward the firing tenk and at the length
of the throw; throw two bundles of loads under the chein. 04 detonation,
he chain of the lcft side of tho ionk flew in the air and the tank cemo
%o o helt. The small delachment gave a shout of hurrah, 0f coursBSwore
unable 10 goet to the tank VYecuuse it kept eoverything under its fire. This
had taken only o few minutes when a second tenk ceme up, equipped with a
gun vhich fired through the lower wall of the house with steol piercing
‘shells, so that ve had to lonve tho house and flee to tho yard, Despite
this acv, we again resumed the firing. Yo were frightened to see that
the second tank put out of actien on the right side by us, moves wovard
uss L8 we could po longer fire on tho opposite side of the tenk we could
n0% harm {he wachine although it wes only 10 metors from ug. The second
senk {ook up the crew of the first and ran off firing."

the Hth company was not tho only one of Resorve Infve Rgb. Hos 52
which fought the tanks. :



The 3d ;»L*L talion of this r .g.?.num, {only counting 220 rifles and
foraed inte three companies), ‘hoed been ordered to follow the lcf, flank
of the bubvdl“ # as o reserve. The commander of this battallen noticing
Tt the countor attack to the scu{haas‘ of the ?illa?é YRS progrossings

“while in the castera poriion of Fomtaine fenks were ru aning obowd, and
thet 2t looked aos if o gap uac& 1“@.;111(,(:(1 thm'c, he dbplo”sd the nelir

forcos of his batielion in thai direciion. ﬁﬂsplbn the fire freom The
Bunks, 9tk and 10th compa 1; pushed oir vy tovard the tonke and

wook thon "1ﬂcr fire with poinied gheald ammxn;»lon in sueh way, that ther

actuaily holied their advance. These unitg of the mattalicn alsc advenced
furﬁhe?»¢1"o Eb rbeine and thore engoped the uunha repeatedly, Tinelly,
the 2d Company of the 534 Reserve nﬂfantry fghe, came up ond attecked
the tanks vhich had advanced as far as the middle of the westsrly holl
of 5 This compawny was amnply supplied with steel ammunition and
The 1s% Battalion of this regiment had ueen ordered by
e omeandsy to advancoe furthsr to the west to about the
dopot Fonbaine,; so that in case occasion should arise, & counter

atmack could b caﬁLuﬂ“od through the town.

e timihe of the 58th 7

an o
Liiask GG

anbry Bigbey v vhiich for the most part retreated
once in the zdvonce to again cceup; e T
2d Reserve Infantry Rgbe Hos 52 moved forvarde

:’
NIk
townrd 1o Folie, dovneu a
old defende line, ws the 52

L]

(tiotes Those units of the 3d Badielion, Reserve Iafaniry Rgle. No.
)

32, including portions of the Uih bomp&ny, vhich roached
FPonbuine, also found repented opport twiitiocs to entoer the fight
%;hmutgﬂu)

Licuts Marguerdd with ome gun of the Sth Battery, Field Aritye. Bgte
No. 313, enpoged successfully from *he norbhwest edgc of the woads,
those tenks which broke ﬁircugh. Afber firing all his howlizer amman¢u¢0n9
he procoveded vith his men fo a 4161d gun located toward the wesit which
had been sbandaned by its creu'durwnb the tank atieck. Lisut. Schmids of
i th company and Lisute. Simmet of tho 10th company, Tnfuutry Rigtes IO
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atime had r ched shis no;;tlan end endeavored t0 repalr a
jiea tho artillery finally veached the position

al g =
they o0k hold off%hls work by replacing the striker in the breech
mechanione  Ammunitlon was brought up and firing Lﬂwinst tho tanks
asswmsd againe -

During the bime that tha TO"LmGHb&l cunmarde; of Reserve Infentry
gte Hoe 20, was unable fo obualn conpections with his 1st Dattalion,
the telephone leading to the 2d Patialion of his regiment fomning the
reserve and located In the Wobnn 3d position, remzined in working order.
in tn“s ﬂﬁ?ﬂb; e was also advised . of the svents on the front of

lica 58 45 Reserve Infantry Rgbe NHoe 52 wes ml“cﬂuj en-

f&ged in ihe mubcupt +o restore tho nLuu ‘tion, the commander of ¥ eserve
nfentry Rgt. lioe 46, ordored his 2d batialion ¥ forming vue SOGu“lbj

roops of tho Wotan 3d positiony to e m,erd their line further to the

rth. S ort‘v aftervards (L:00 p. me) & Brigade order was recoived by
his babtalion, "to ?all in st once for the counter

flank southeust edge of Fonitaine, left flunk la Folis
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voods.® Dupring the advance, the 2d Batialion of Reserve Infenury Rgle
lice 46, had only vory swall losses {rom the hostile artillory fire
but thoy increased, especizlly on the right flank vhich met with tanks

_in Fonvolnos

At 2315 pe mey tho 2d Batialion, Infaniry Rgte. Hoe 46, was able
to report thot the 6th, .7th and 8th companies were located in the old
position. The commnder of the rogimenl alse received a message from
hios lst batdalion, vhich also wes favorable: "The villoge will ba
maintaineds” In the defence of the sector of the lst Batialion, Infantyy
Rogimont Ho. 46 (¥njor Richerd, commanding), the 1lth Company and tho
3d lfachine Gun Gompany also participateds The cormeunder of Infanairy

fBrigade Ho. 237, received confirmetion abt 3330 p. m., that in {the middle
segtor, the old front line had boen completely rogained, above all that

soms nachine guns aud a few trench mordars left on tho lelte flank of the
line woro found intoct deaplie the tank invasion. So far as the tanks
were not pud out of mction they sought to escapey followed by the flank
fire of tre Gerpen baitteries on the east side of the canali

The enemy did not give up hope to win Foniaine-lotre-Dames Ho ree
newod the ativck. The air service forces, in much greater sirength,
supported the advance of the tenks and infantry ot about noon. The very
low flying acroplanesd were engaged by the German infantry and machine
guns with gocd results. A troublesome neroplenc was broughl down by o

corporal and a private of the staff attached to the 2d Batitallon, Infeniry
Rogimeant lo. 464 The hostile abdiaclk conducted ot ambout 5:00 p. me vas

direchod mainly egeinst the northwest and west poriion of Fontaine. Urnite
of the 406th and 52d Resorve Infantry Regiments pushed themselves in the
Pighting front near the village and toward the left thoresfs Congiderablo

intevrmising also took place in the sector of Infenbry Rgb. lo. 58. Lgainst
the advancing Enpglish forces in the northwest portion of the village, the

wder of the let Batdeliony Reserve Infantry Rgh. lo. 52, ordered his
lion to deploy into the fronit of the right flenk, vhore the 4th and
anies of the 461h Infentry Regiment were alrvendy installed. Finally
the lst company of the latier regiment hed to extend the front lins.
‘Despite the difficult conditions for the conduct of the battle, the enemy

s

was uasble to capiure thae much covebed villages Although tanks did pass
over the fronbwost ckirmishoer lines during the late nfternoon hours, the
success was only Lemporarys Insofer as those tanks were not dormed by
the reavvard located reserve and agsault detachmonis, itho teunks still re-
maining £it to move, withdrow during the appronching derkncss. In the
neantine, the Dnglish infantry ves repulsed everywhers with heavy losceb.
Thus tho hositile attoek was beaten baslk after one hour's fighting. O the
evening of November 23d, the 119th Georman Infantry Division held tho
popitions it occupied on the morning, though with sirongly intermixed
Formavilont,

sdditional assigned forces, partly still from the Group Cawdry (13th
Turtsonbery Aray Corps), were not needed by Uajor Cenorel Rergor (Commanding

Generaly 119tk Infye Division) for the defence. The 3d Battallon, Resorva
Tnfye Rt Mo« 46, was placeod at the disposition of the 46%h Infye. Rgle
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advancedy at about 2:00 Pe T from Raillencouré, on o wide

The former

front againsh Vortaines A4n order stopped it on the railwny liwa Bourlopn~
Tongaine. The GOﬂmﬂﬂLzF* of Cambral was ordered to give up the led
Patialion Infontry DBpbe 1ioe 58, but it was not to0 depart uwtil rolieved

seve Tnfy. Regimond lHo. 287 Soon afber receipt of this order
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gl after 2:00 pe ma)y; a counter order was received for the battalion
o depart at onces EHofore all the sent¥iecs could be withdra Uﬁ, sone
ing must clapso. At aboub 5330 pe m.,“ the compunies of the batiolion

t:‘-" i 5“

hod assembled 2t the west edgo of Petit tainegs Durding this {dime
Shough, CGroup Headquarters had assigned at firet ons and then a. sccond
babtolion of Ressryve Infy. DRt lo. 227, to.the 109tk Infantyy Division,
k? T 48 o TeSErvVe. : :

Go nereld “aA" ﬁaollshed the “Psulua of. uhO reongwed attack agrinst
Pontaine on November 23, with the following werds: "¢ did not succeed,
however, in clearing: tha village, and at the end of the doy no progross
wes mado on this pard of our front." The commandor of the 24 Tank Brigade
reporsed, that 11 tanks received direct hits uurwng the Lighting, that
nany Lowis machine guns were pud out of action and that the losses of our
Tfankecrews were heavy. “The most remarkable event during the Tfighiting,"
he phobed, wno “that the Gormen rGBlBﬁuﬂC@ had inersased co ‘“idcfau1j;"
that on Hovembor 23d, “ithe impression of tho first uurl rise had pa o“,

s

the dormans having brouzht up overy concelvwag tupnk deflensive meang,

ety

Tra recopture of Foutain G“YODPE"DQ“BQ which the ,1n11 h commander
balieved “would not be so difficuli,” was frustrated.

(iivte: Lossess Infy. Rgbe Noe 46 ~ killed 2 officefs, 45 ren,
voundsd 117, nmigsing 67. .
- Infy, Agie Hos 58 =~ killed 7, vounded 48 migsing e
losorve Infye. Rgbs 46 - killed 9, wounded 62, nmigsing 1l.
- "otal losses 107 Infy. Div. from Noveaber 20 to 24, inclusives
Reserve infys Nghbe 52 =« killed 31, wounded 185, missing 672,
but the ist of VOvsus in Lkilled. conteined in tho rogimental
hiptory gives 70 .
Rescrve Infye Rgba 227 = killed 43, wounded 214, misgsing 210.
Reserve Mfy. Ruv- 232 = killed 44, wounded 176, misping 117.)
The Onglish id iacL hg@Lnsﬁ Fontaine=-Hot re=Damo jon Kovoauo 27ihe

Just o8 fhe possession of Fonteine formoed the pillar of the Dourlon=
crest Tor the Ferman defence and thus was of decisive imporitante,. 5o on
+he other hand the enemy had to aspire Lo capiure the village and the
neighis of the shoulder above Fonteine-lovre-Damoy, afler he had firmly
esteblished himceld in tho forest ofter hard fighting, the r*vult of which
changed from one adversary to the other. TFor this reason, General Helg

vished to malko another attewqu, Lalch was not 4o be made until November 27.
For this purpose the bnglish ion vas to relieve the exhausted
5lst Divisions
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£1though the westher became clear at some %ime; it had vemained
unsatisfoctory for alr recomaissance ever gsince H ovember 23ds  The - -
a5%h of Hovember brought 2 storm from the northwost nccompenied by -
rain end haile  On the-26th and 27th, rain and snow shovers fell from

Se The nights were very cold. o wonder ihen,”ilat with
1d weather ond $he absence of sheltery the health of the
fored end that- the aumber of bowel ‘"ouble and heavy.cold:
o at a greal rotge -

Group Coudry (13¢h Wu wtuenuer Army'corps), had recsived informa=

tion, through an intercepted « re‘ess nessage, of the reliefl of the blst
Division by tho Zaglish CGuard ylvvswon in the region of TFoniaine and it

s

countad on anothen a’t&ck from the sarly. &O?1Lﬂ0 of Hovember 26th.
Howevers the enemy'ls i thry remained surprisingly guiet on this day.
“ho Lsgilﬂ“ a“%'Tlem5 fire pgainst the frowtmost Gorman line faving the.
Bourlon forest and as iar as le Folie, bocame very active ot wboub 7:30
p» e on This dey huu,qlwc%ewed ggain as soon ab tbe Gorman bﬂ“*evwau
ensuereds IO *aiantry avhack vas mades

¢n the Germon side the 46th Infantry Pgu,‘waa relieved by the 46th

Reserve Iafoniry RAghs, in the right sector of the 119th Infaniry Divieion,
durine the night from Hovenmber 26th to 87th. Several: changes were also

o

L
ade iu various IZottalion boundaries. The 3d RBadtalion, Reserve Infy. Rgts

1
fioe 45 {12%h, 10%th, 11th and 9th company) forming the reserve in the
ravine of the roud leading to Raillencourt), extended ids right flank ag

»,
¥

for wo the sand-pit close to and northwest of Raillencourt. The new lofi
flank of the 2d& Pattalion {5%th; 6th, Tih and Bth company, located in the
catacombe of thaz chursh aecting as avraoerve) now defived the road leading
rom Foutaine to Cantaings ud 25th. rafantyy Rghe btook shelier with its
1st: Patinlion in-Cambral, and “with the 2d Dattalion in Sio. 0116. Tho
3d pasialion remained ut-the disposition of the 237tk Infaniry Brigade to
~protect the flank, its 10th and 12%h compa n; were posted along tho rallway
t

o

ombankment bo the west of the road losding to Raillencourt, while the rest
of the baltinlion was Lept in roendincas in bollovc and defiles to the north
o? Fonteine. Due to the displacement of Reserve Iniye Rgbe Nos 46, the
15t Zotbalion, Infys Rgte Yoo 58, had fo extend the defensive frond.of the
4t company toward the right. The 1lth company of the 3d attialion. formed
junction with the 2d company, as formorlys. Ploneer companios 237 and 273,
after Hovembor 23, had ‘worked energetically in comploting the trenches and
4wg ooszac‘es at 'nfenﬁry Reginmonts Hoa. 46 and 53. The 24
antry Rgbe Hos 58, had withdrawn on Novembor 25%h, to tho
cition on toth sidcs of the road Cambrai-lnpawiscs The ls%
iesorve infys Rgte loe 46 at the southwest and south
Folig was nov pleced under tho direct comaand of the Bri gade.
*sﬁg ’**?&de headguarters wae eble o zcquirs additional
ansfer of the lef% company sector {3d co mpaﬂy) to
;anv of Rﬁse ve Iafontry Rgle Mo+ 232, This v due to the
_ the L07th Infawiry Divieion uas pus into the front again. On
Hoveunbor 27 had taken over a newly formed sector between the 119th

th, it hs
and 30th Infantry Division, with its fight flank vo"":vr on leg Vnlldes.
Changes were vlso o take pluce in the distribution of tho artillory. The
of

artillery commander the 119th Infentry dDivision (Lisut. Col. Krulle)
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hed af bis disposal besides the 237th Fiold Ariy. Bgbe. {its lst batialion
wo the nordh of end close to the south of 5ailly, its 24 batislion around
Ghe. Olle and its 3d batielion at Fbge de Paris), the 24 @z* 3d Retielion
Fleld ﬁrﬁy,nﬂz». HGe ai, at Hoyaecourd (let Latia 110n formed the Croup
‘regerve)s -alse the lst Datbery, Bavarien Fool Arty. Rgis wa, 5 and the
24 Betiery, Davarian Foct Ar%y. Rote Jo' uh; lcc cd south of Tillay.
{liutes ﬁ:uwlle“y Cowwander of ~Po 107uh ;nfanu“‘ Divﬁs*on, had
tha following «rnﬂllurj ot his disposals -
Fiold Artye Rgis Ho. 213 {subegroup Llnsonbw*uh, at Pebit
Ecl%aine. huﬂu group wolfE and von. Uslar ot Btes 0lle ond ”*on\i‘l );
216l lory ngts Nos 65 (Major Triebig) in the space of
i-;*-"x 14 nv¢170ﬂs~»¢b rgniega ' S ‘
34 Batia lion, Fiald Arbys Rghs No. 84 (30th Iafy. Dive) at
”:"L' d lun : L
'ﬁ"ary, Bavarian Foot arﬁy.Aﬂg%. Yo. 53 the Hth, 6th and 10th
r sorve Foob Arive Rghs iow 20, to the zoutheast of
'»—-gayr 13 "}_g, . : L . :
he qr”y also had orgenized o speeciel flat trajoetory group of
ST the Qb&v“ﬁoh gung wnder the cormand of Kajor Zichler, consisiing

ofs Wezrouy. jlorth {(Coptain Heu) 3d Babbery: Daverian Foot
__";1""13:/'- 5"‘-{:}"’ Hos 533(1 53&40'35‘1"" oot Pl"u]. :’?8,:«0 How 7"-:5 34 batie ery,
Joob Ariye Bgbe Ho, 1013 zd» ond 4th Batiery, Fool Avby. Rgit. Hoe
403 8th Battery, Pavarizn Foot Rrﬁy. Rgte Noe Bs These were by
the Group Jaudry for flank firing of hestile attacks against the
line ,-mbrai~ﬁocuVﬂeq and {revecoeur —Banbeux).
A “ﬁranw intense bombardment of the enemy bogan at 7:15 8. m. on
liovember fb“; end after 1/% o 3/5L of an houy, iis infuniry also attacked.
This atitack though sesmed to be directed against the neig shoring division,
the 34 Cuard Infeniry Division of (roup Arras.  The enonmy befoged the
~derrain arcund Foutzine to a large extent. so that accurate observation
g very Gifficulte - Taerfirst inforsmation received at ths ¢ mmsdd noat
f 0w 46, in Sto.. 0lle, confirmed the impression of
’

negserve Infantry Rgte H
tion of +the atiack. The nulrhborlnp rogiment. {(Gronedier Rvu. Hoe
ve way howard the rmilvey ombankment and the right flank, 2d h&‘*ﬂlIOn»
2 iInfy, Rpgts Mo. 45, had to bhe curved haeck.. Due to this a repori
yas uzt to the ISrigade at 8330 sa ms, 5 Tollows:  “Regiment is holding
the secLor Grenadisr Rghe No. 9, "has withdrowm to the railwey cmbankuent,

t 23

.
reserves urgently necegsery for the right flank.” The commender of neserve
infyv. Rgte Yo, 45, did not know until 10:00 a. me that the cnemy had entered
Pontalinca. ' SR : : , .

The Znglish CQuards under command of Major Generzl Feilderig conneching
with the 624 Divieion, had atltacked againet Fontaine ot the sceme time.
Tho villaze had been tho objective of the 24 (uard Brigade {from the west

the casty 24 Batitalion, Irish Guards, lst Batialion, Coldsironm Cuards,
1

in the frond o - Seversl tanks advencing in two wmves proceded c“ch
Latialions The ‘tanks cuaime up along the greal rouad snd algo cpened the

vay for the battalions connecliing toward tho norih. Apparently the xain
atiock was dirscted bebween the forest snd Fonitaine wﬁcre the panezrauﬁon

3ot

sncooeded guickly. vhile afber this a part of the tanks advanced sgeinst



the flank and rear of Grenzdier Rghe. NHoe 9, the other rolled sgadngy
the front of the Sa Bettalions Reserve Infy. Rgle Hoe 40 and endered

he no*ﬁhwasg portion of the village, belqg closcly followed by
nglis

The frowtmost rosistance line on the right flank of the 118th
try Division was soon changed to the railwny embunkment, to which
nt the units of the 26%h Reserve Infaniry Rgt. slso withdrew, so for
f by the Vn&llsn forces. - The comnander of the
abbaliony In zbe Nos 463 2t B230 a. me ordered his Sth company
arch to the comuand pOS% of the 3d Batialion, Rescrve infantry Rgt.
located at ithe rovine road Railloncourt~Fontaino, aboui 300 meters
perth of the reilwny lines He reinforced the right flank of his
on by two platoons of the 11ih company ard Lieut. Hemus:brought
ool mortars iante position in rear of the 10th covqunV. of the
hine Gun Compeny, quickly broughit from Railloencouri, thrse guus
1 stributed as flanbk security in the weot sector of he 10th company
hile cthor wmaehine guns were placed at the disposition of the 3d Bate
nlion, Reserve Infy. nubn Hos 464 This position, the righi flank at
out viere the foot-path Cambai-Bourlon cuts the railvway line, tvhus
eoching cons zderabe boyond its own division sectory was for the time
ld by the 2¢ Eaidialion, Infentry Rgte Noe 46, supported by units of the
34 fuard Infaxtry Division and their reinforcemenis. Only b" the weak
12ih company (cotnmin« about 80 ;fles), located furthest to the left,
viose front besides was extended too fary it could not be provented,
during the genoral nell»mell rearvard mnvementg thet the English ouemy
pugeesded in crossing the railvay ombonkuewt. A new frowb, howevor,
was Fermed in thoravine road leading 4o Reillencourt and on both sides
of the command post, by the 9th compeny of Infentry Rgte. loe 46 and 2th
), hoserve Infanbry Rgie Hos 48, A4 Sank uhlch edvapesd from
Tentedne 0 the comaend nosn, vas forced to Hurn about. Corporal Lehmann
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of fhe 12th company, 46th Infye Rgte, distinguiched himself, espocially

i
1

so during the hand o hond fighting in this dofile.

fhe cormander of the 24 Daticlion, Reserve infy, Rgbe Noe 486, roe
b

ceived from his 5th company the first repord of the threatening situation,
aiter vhleh the coz pany commender withdrew the company to the west edge
of {tho villoge.- Tankstthough hed already entored the tovm of Fontaine.
Then the onemy ¢ oMmenced fiying, the Bth company of Reserve Infy. Rgle

fow 40 aoting as g resorve, situated in the deeply lying cauucomb undeyr

2

4
ey mode ready to rush outs 45 no orders were recelved

ci
[}
Q
LTS
w352
o
=
!

" gompany commander sent out Hwo rnnae”s. "while in the zot of getuing
cady

sady the runners returned from the front and reporied the penetration
of the bunks. At the same ftime almost, one of the tanks ”pnfoachgd and
we had no other choice bud to retire again to the calacombk to edgcape the
fire of the tuonk, A tank crew undor commend of an officer, had in the
meantine leit the tank (no doubt this was an Inglish Infy. ansault do-
bachment ) and made themselves knowm in front of the pluca of onirance
through signse Ue shoi dowm ftwe of the men, ho rest esgaping around
the corner from vhich point they threw hand grenades down the stairvay."
The company preporcd for the defence, knupsuc“ vere emptied and filled

i c- r.-'



with rubbich and carth and then used to-set up barricades ai the

'S
entranccs. Plenty food vas pvaileble and the catacomb had euple
vewtilation, so the company conmznder could hope to hold oul for
sone timae '

British. ; st:tcu later on phﬂu the 10&5@5 ef their ““oops
through the Cermon machine gun fire W el celtzona_ly'large. tore and
tanks and units of the Hnglish Guards cnlered Fonizinee The

Iy

venk soobion of tho 6th Battery, Field Arml*lcry Ppbe Moe 237,

; r the cﬂurch feil coumpletely into the:hends of the Znglish

their last ammunition.  0Ffficers and men of the

i’np Reoserve Infantry Role Noe 46, were able to

oh infentyy following it, in front of the

ion ebout 300 metres to the norihenst of
capturoed the headquartere of the 3d

8, in its command post, which wms oce supied.
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he ?LCLnLuy of the railway station. Engllsh

red tho advancod cbservation post
Rite JNoe 237, located longsids the
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The Gorman batteries defended themselves with all thoir sirength
tho Imglish intense bombardment.. Being advised of the p@neb”“tlon
onemy into and norithwest of Fomtaine, the artillery commender of
Uth Georman Infontry Divieion ordered thet the fire bve laid on ihe
enst portion of the Bourlon forest and Fonmtaine be blocked. iddie
Tional tenk guns vere now moved forward., ‘the one of the 3d Daltiery,
t11llery Rgts loe 213, was put out of action during this movement.
ky ohe commander n; the-23Tth Gorman Brigade, after receiving
£ the Reserve Infantry Rzghe Nos 46, of the-rotreat of
os 9, placed the lst: Battalion, “eaer?e Infaniry Rgte Mo

18 T ek
padier nigte

287, located in Rei llencouru, at the disposition of the Iajor Guischard
(commmnder of Rese Infy. Bgte Noe 46), for his ondanuered righ» flank.

The Dnglish arbillery fire olso 1ncroased against the other lelSlO
_,“ﬁctovs of Group Caudry, above all on the trenches to ths wesi of

Rurzilly and the line Va Lce11cs~51nteux, vnich was answored by German -
ennihilating E;re. This firing. echated 2lready at 8:00 n. m., due 4o

which the Group Commeader vas able to assign from his reserve the two sther
batbelions ol Reserve Infantiry Rgts Mos 227, 1o the 119th Infanliry Division.
Reserve Infantyy nogu. Hos 52 was ordered to assemble in the suburbd
uantﬂwpre and tho lst Battelion, Field Artillery Rgh. Noe. 61, to remain in
s quarters and be ready to marche. As a replacement fov these troors,
serve Infye Rgie Hoe 55 and the lst Batialion, Fieldférﬁillery'ﬁmt. 1ioe
of the 220%h Infantry!Division, were ordered to Cambrai. 7ith exceplion
the ley Dattalion, Field Arty. Rgiés. Hoe 019 xnlch during the early

O

3

o G gt
=y ft ) z+

3

4.

noon went into position temporarily not far from Railleucourd, no

s

er units of the reserves pernuxzataﬂ in vhe fighting,

O{J
> o

1y restored agsine
extremo left

Yhe situation on the group boundary was rather qui
Tih company of Resorve Infve Bebs Ho. 46 on the mos

n
wa
&

DY
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flank of the 24 Battalion of this re gimgnt, close tc and west

road leadine to Ceniaing, and the ¢ nnec ng companiss of the

talicn, Iafy. Rgte Nos 58, had mad innd *%enselvas in ‘hﬁi”f

and. repulsed the English ﬁn-ar*rv‘ The other fromt of Infantry. R

58 {left flank of the lst and 34 Bavialions), ao well as the st
“Battalion, Reserve Infys Rgbe Hoe 406, wore Lepd only nader the fire of
the Englieh artillery, Contrery to the action on November 98&, d‘"waa
which the Hnglish froops also advanced from the direction 01 Canteing
against the south edge of Fonbalne with tanksg on this day they limid 0&
themselves in extending the atiack movement only to a_fnall area oeyod
the grewt road toward the souths A4s the fronimost line in the scuuov
remained firmly in possession of the German t“acps. the cowmender of the
lat Infaxﬁry Tats Nos 58, whose command post. was lccqred neort
the : houses of Fontaine, could employ hiz reserves sgoinst
the s in bhe villagss Tho sesoult detachment of the batizlion (a
group Gorporal Hoevel end the led eo 1punv ?cll in for the eitack
av e Mg ’ ,

The copmander of ihe aa patia 7i0ﬁ, inf fantry ﬂébﬁ loe. 58, locoied
in the veian 34 pesition., firsily, dl?lnn the heavy § ;ng‘isb-“ru~11e”y
-fire, ordered “readiness for action.” Patrols senﬁ_outv=ar¢y,vGQV1sod
the boilalion commender of the details of the situvation in forrbaline.
vithout vaiting for orders he decided to lounch his companies for tho
sek ip genersl direction Howard tho villages. The Tth company,

& it fienk wes launched along the gremt highway; o half hour
glapsed bofore the other thros companiss adva neing in a northerly direction

»F
could establish connection with the T4k companys . After surmouniing the
hostile barvdg $he 7th company roached the northeast exdt of the villugo.
AR Y 3

re-combat the English troops gave way. The o*hc: pars of
tho tobtalion 4id not get forward so quickly. On the rozd leading to
2ailly, the tank still shood in frowt of tho comrmand post ol 1 :
mbtelion, Heserve Infy. Rghs Hoe 26, “ud the houses close ©o axd oouth of
Ghe r“;l:av »%atjon.a_so were strongly occupied by the enemy with machine
gungs Tho 3th company reinforced by two machine guus firstly atiacked thig
group of housu,». Tho tonk left the fiolds Now the other main foress of
the 24 fatialis) of Infye Bgbte 58y also enterod Fombaines ko anvhile the
7%k compony eshablished conmection with the main Porcos of the hoatialion
cand durling the house o house fighting advenced tovard the chur “che

L] ~y

el
foe
@

0

Tuils witack. from 't ho Oddﬁg to rucapuure Fontaine, vwas to be uupporwd
tlroubn uoantor etiacks via and beyond the rarth~eqwo.‘f e village. . Al
First tho lst Batia :lion of Reserve Infys Rgbe Nos 227, wos desipgpated for
thie purposcs  Afterwnrds at shout 11:00 a. may the 2d wi“w@llong infanbyy
Gghe los 46, in Stes Clle, received nrdera from the 237th Iniye. Drigade

as follaows: Vigh Fomtuine in Bnplish poogession. 9d Cornzu' ettasks under
way, (&) fra‘ the norths by st Ba*wal¢on, Tafy. Rgbe ltios 227, (L) from
tho cast, y md }attal¢nn, Tufye Regte Noo 58s 34 &E AL.W,fg. Rgts also w1l
fall in. for the atiacke™ Capi. Lindow with the 8th and 6th company in the
foromost l'ae. advan *“? on both sideg of the ¢1cla rozd {rom Sailly vgg_h 8%
X )

>

Powknines T0 repluce ¢ this battalien the 119th Tnfy. Division directed the
y ~',_nf,,r..:ag,-'?s. Moe 46, Ho march from Cﬁmbra; w0 Ste Cllos -




asures for

Supdng these evenits ot and by Fonﬁaime—ﬁc%rc-DamL, me
gtoring the situation on ils left flank were also teken Ly Group
Arvrags O the counter aitiack division {221st Infye QAVAS,SJ) assipgned
o the group by tho Army Commandery units of the 3d Guard Infenitry.
Tivision vere h”*eucy placed at the disposition of the group, en Hovembor

25th. {(Sec page: )a’ In addition two =“ﬁta110 18 0F Reperve infy. Rgbe
Hoe 60, uwador command of the regimentel commander, marched fo SEilly-.
fFailiencourd Lo a¢t 28 o suppord bo the 3d tunrd Infantry Divisions Thig

12
o
)
]
o
%
3

;,én : debochment reinforeed by the 34 Ba *ﬁlvcn. Field Arty.
Ruhe Hos 873, r“GulV“d orders at 9340 a« mes to counter avtacks But when
is becﬂme knodu bo the Gth Guard Infeniry Bri gvde, that Fonboine and a
porvion of the roilway embankuient wup 'in possession of tho English, o
ajor Commichan was dirscied not to ndvance his regiment around Fong aine

N

ag direcied, but 1o also sitiack ihe town. The two batialions o ssembled

b3 ~

south of Baillencourd and at 11:40 3. me advanced with the 24 Batitalion

L
onr the road Baillancouri-Fontaine on a 1r0n£awa of 400 meires. The 1lst
Batialion, kesping contact, advanced to the left on'a fvoz*“ho of 300 :
moiress. - The first objective was tha 1J1uay Gmb&ﬂhﬁeﬂbt ‘Gounections vera

N ]
nlso esieblished niih the 1su .NLc lion, Reserve Iﬁianb”" Rebs Hos RR7,
S ookt 2 : :
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The eneny who nad crogped the railex wy embankment was quickly throumes
The 3d nm"ﬁal¢uu, Reservo infy. dgu. Hoe 46, sont at 12:30 pe me o vritien
"Rallvway cmbankment

report to ifts reglmentel hevdquarters ag _olla
rve Mfyes Rghs Nos 406,
o

3

omoluuoly in our hand"'"b&_a ¥  The units of Rese
novw Joined the Hwo babttaiions of Reserve Infy. gt Hoe 00, vhich af
gee  Through the pres

03

bried re¢uhi\g PRUSE stormed against the villa _ ¥ sure
fron the nordh and cust the enemy retreated oui of Fontaine with consider-

able losses. Pwo tanks were put out of action and five eithers were forced
o robire. The 4th Company of Reserve Infamiry Rgh. llo. 60, liverated
the 84h Company, Reserve Infanbry Rgt. No. 43, invested im the catacomb
of-the Fqu”ch. The *wnL gung of the Sth Batfery, Field srtillery Hgte
Hoe 237, a /511 zs those of the 4th aﬁtorv, Field Artillery Rgte Ho. 213,
gianding in the vest portion of tho village, wore found to be intucts Then
the Dirst lines of the 2d Balt llon, Tnfﬁn‘“y Rgts Nos 46, recched the
nortl: edge of the village, Fon b ine was already in possesasion of ihe

g : : '

Dut the iwtentlon of the 119th Infaniry Divisian wo {oll 0“ the
enemy in juncition wiith the counter abtock direcied by the ncigh or¢nv sector,
in order to selze the southoast edge of the Bourlon.:orosug was not o
be realizeds ' ' ' R ‘

N

Soeon aiter crossing the railway cmbank»enu, whe 2d Buists 1zon, Regervo

Infantry Rgts Hoe 60, during itg turn to tne rigkl, while passing through
ithe anorihern portion of the villege, found.tho sirongly occupaiion of the edge

2 the forest by inglish infaniry ond machine guns very uaplessant., - Humerous.
Georman rachine guns directed their fire from the sand-pit against this
aongmye - Aajor Commichaw also brought up the dd Bettalion, Field Artillery
Ret. Noe 273, abujﬂut thig enemye "he English artillery adepted itself
guhelly in the now situntion by layving o very "n%d fire axwinst o xialns

and son. the former Gorman osz““ons &A the sechtor of the 1LOEh I



pomplobely ssized again by the 2d end 1st Patialion, Reserve Infouriry
Agts Ho. 50 imbormixed with companies of the 3d and 2d Dotinlion,

‘Infantry Pgts Noe. 46 2nd also by units of the 1st Bastalion, IﬁanL?y
Rgbe Ho. 227 end the 2d Badteliony Infantry Rghbe Hoe 58 '

¢ establish o unitod e onduOug the senior cfficer in

EY

U
"
A

Fontaine wap given command of all the mrccﬂs of the 119th Tufantvy P¢V1~
sion, prosend in the V1111g69 with ius rucuaoas to follow the enemy.
Ceptain Lindow (commanding the 2d Batlalion, Infantry Rgb. Mos 46) bebook
himself at cnce o the command post of uhe 3d aW"alzo 1y, Rescrve Infantzy
Bgbe  where he learnad thau Cdﬁumiﬂ‘{l E&ﬂh; had already mads

“ho arvangomontss A% 2:15 p. me he seni an order to the 6th
and wany s Infantry Rgbe No. 46, Lo 301% in this forvard movement.
Bud 14 ws 53 kvowm vhetd Gorman forees were Located in the foremont line
That bpoides this 24 Batialion slso the lst uaitalwon Reserve Infantry
Regiuent lios 60, parbis 'lated in the successful agsauld agpinch Fcnt“5A°

b
aud thot now the laster was olso occupying with the 2d Battalion, Rcuo“va
» a5, ﬁho'ls terts formor sector, that remained unknow

e g ok fboa N0y 4
o A &Y ainlion cow“qnuers, vhose troops were o follow the. enewr.
Phe orders sent o the c.mnaumua of +hé 119%h Infantry Divis ilon,” b
mized with Reservo Infantry Bgbe No. 60 28 mentioned absvo, did nol reach.
them. ajor Gommrichau (co manmmng Reserve Infys Rgis ho. £0) had indicated
as the objectiive of his battalion oulj tne recapiurs o Fortaine. Orders
for shese battallons do _dvanc vore received nnl; afser theé baitalions
of Infantry Rgi. o 46 wore alreadv cnga"cd with uhO enoriy on tho edges
of the forest. The delivery of the orders Ho the. commanies wiile the eneny
laid o heavy bombardment on the village, took congiderabls %i Tith the
indicaded intwrﬁ131nﬂ of the formations, the di IfKGUIuZCw 0L s r“mﬁutvnﬂ
The orders on strong defence of the eneny, the Gorman aviack aever
dovolopods cowrber aitback +to be launched by dhe battalions of the
éﬁ%h .?fﬂﬁ“' at H2dB pe me, was countermended. %he counter attack

he neighl sechor could gain only little ground %o the wesd of the

s
b= oh

réi enbn, 2% this place the 10%h ‘and'11lth company of Infaniry
Rghe L4, od into the fore mosﬁ linos (The 9th and 12k compony of

_ ; pust
this regimend romained ab the railwy cmbenkment s

.

he °3?th Infantry Brigade in the meambime consoli=
mpany of Reserve Infy. Rgte loe 227, os well as {he

o ¥ f Infantry ngu. No. 46, uqder tho commaad of Firsd
Liswtconynt Deutgehmann, so as 4o have a reserve for the sector of Infaniey
‘Ruts Ko 58y fory at 3:30 pe. 1. it Wa% aggerta 1nad that gironge * forces

£ the oneny wore agssembling between /nneux and Cemtaing. #11 availablo
1k vedteries now. firad agminst the new objoctives, but @ hostile Infane-
Pl ack did notv take placa,

fantry lgh. Ho. 58 nt first re

e 24 Datialion, Infantry ceived or dgr at
about 5330 ps me bo acsemble and to marveh to the Velan 3d position, but
upon dirgetions of Rrigede Headoumriers jransmitied cv bola?hone, the
seseably wos chenged so ns bo be execubed it Formsainc. The 3d Batialion,
Resorve Infve Rgt. Noe 46 nod being suificiently combati fil, {he 20 Bade
solion, Infoniry Rghe No. 46 was to ascume charge of the secior to the



w73

norih of the Lighwﬂ}. In order of the G6th Guard Iaf tﬂj Brigade wag
roszeived at 6250 pe me, directing Reserve Infantry ng « No. 50, o take

over the 1loft soctor of the 3d GQuard Infantry Division. The reorguniza
tion of the interior flunks of the Groups Arras and Caudry was carried
‘ont under great difficuliics due to the intermixzed condition of uhe
organizati ions, b; the enrly. wornlns of Hovember 2Cth,

he Crrﬂzn 10530u on xgven‘e” °7 th were ns”follows:

3d Rat't,,xlion— Res 5erve In,_nm,ry Rgbo NO- 46 - 15 killed, 41
"“]Oun(lcdn .uul m,_i ""IHB.
24 Batiwzlion, Reserve Infaniry ?gt. No- 40 - 11 killed, 31

wounded, 55 missing. -

Infantry Rgt. Hoa 58 ~ 17 &111055 4m mouﬂded, 32 missing, of
these, 4 killed; 9 wounded and 3 °51nv, bolonged to the 2d .

““y Rzte How 46 - 9 killed, 36 wcundedg 54 missing.e

rve Lnfantrj Rete Noa B0 - 13 killed, 76 wounded. :
ceses of the st P ttalion, Reserve Infantry Hgt. 287,

cen not ke given in wmbers, but the reglmeﬂ tal dinry gives the
1ossec of the rogiment from November 22 %o 27, inclusive, ag’

B killed, 38 wounded, 2 missings : '

That the Drigades of the ¥nglish OSlat DJVJS“Oﬂ could not atiainiithe .
fresh tattelions of the English 24 Guard Brigade also could net accomplish.
I%.is true thet the English with the suppert of their tanks entered

Towtaine on Movember 21, 23 and 27, but this success was owly temporarys-

The Cernan counber atincks were nover repulsed nor could the ensmy meintain
itseli in Fomtaine-Notre-Demes The objective of the onemy ves Fovrtaine '
on $he first dey of the aiiack and on November 27, this village ebill lay
inreny of the foremost German line, The numerous battored end combat

mfit tanks remeining in the streets of 1the village gave tostimony of the
“hard fighting which ook place bebween uhe rhlbq of tho hovses.

3
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Combats on Both Sides of Moewvres.

Under the command of the Group Arras, the 214th Infentry Division Hook
over the defensive front of the 20th Landwehr Division in the boundaries
Road Inchy-Boursisos and Wasy Edpe Fontaine-Hotre Dame, on the evening of
Hovember 21, To the wooi of Moouvros, ot the south end southeash edge of

“tho villegs as fop as the cenal, the 2d Battelion, Infonbry Regh. To. 363
interningled with the 1lad Battalion, Lawdwehr Infantry Roghl. No. 3886 wers
rosted. To ths past of this cannl in ths trenches 0f the Intermedicte po-

sition with the left flen: curved %o the raar and toward the noprth, %he 24
Baftalion, Infantry Regb. N6. 968 wes located. Kearly so, following the
road to Bourlon, on the VYest and South edge of the forsst, the ist and 34
Battaliong, Infaniry Regt. No. SO were gituated, the 3d Battalion, Infentry
Rogh. No. 77 and ons-half of tho lgt Batialion, Infantry Rogb. Mo, 175, al-
g0 vere poshdd hers (seo page 44),

The thrust made during the nipht by the 1ot ond 3d Battalions, Infane
try Rogb. Yo, 358, under commend of Hajor Habn, to gain the line sugar-
refinory northwest of CGraincourit-Annsux Cap, did not ettain the objective
sought, but here snd there the niddls from: of tho 214th Infentry Divisien
was advanced t0 boyond the high ridge to the wast of the forest,

The Geruan cormend counted on the possibility thet the eneuy's stleck
ageinagt dthe line‘HO@uvresrBaurlon might elso involve the 20th Infantry Divie
“oion, For this season, Group Ayrrdo, uposn its reauesh, was assigned tho 3d
Guard Infaniry Division. On account of the groet widith of the southemn
asctor, Idscub, Gewersl von Hoser (Group Coumander) proposed Lo exploy the
division on the loft flank near Bourlon. The 21leh Regorvs Division WRg ape
riving by rail to zet ag the countoratbock divisien, :

On Foverber 22, thus on the day which the English wished %o employ,
"to establishk themselves in the captured terrain, o make cortain reliofs
and to gramt e necessary rest to the other troops,” larger atitocks did nod
take place on the south front of Group Arras, Patrol fighting though de-
veloped &b noon near Uoeuvros, During the fighting the BEnglish 56th Divie
slon was 2ble to iake the Inchy forest called by the Englich "Tadpole
_Copse” and the Zoremost defsnsive line to the west of Moeuvres, now bsecanms
the Tirsh Yreach of the Germen Intormediste position, The English 36%th
Division enbtored Mosuvres but wos throwm ouws apein by o counteratiack cone
ducted by thyse compenies of the Loj Battalion, Infontry Regh. 5. 363 and
- by the 24 Battalicn of Infanbry Rogb. Ho. 92 07 the 204D Infontry Division,
The orders ispsued by Group Arvas on the evening of lovemhor 22, end
ont the carly morning of Hovember 23, called atdendion thet o cloge cocpers-
tion of the 20th anmd 214th Infantry Divisions was eboolutoly nocesaary “foxy
the maintenante of Hosuvres and 4he Intermedicto Position to the west and
east.” Colonel Hay (Coumonder of Inf.Regt. 363) took over the conduct of
the Hoeuvres sector, but had no yeservos at hig digposition,

(liote: The 2d Battalion, Infentey Rogh. No. 50, arrived in Seins-lez=-
Horquion, only ab 2:30 puu. Its 6th ond 7th companics were eme
ployed with the 3d Dattelion, Inf.Regt. No. 363, %he remninder
of the battalion stood weat of Moeuvras. Laondwehr Iuf.Regi. Yo,
388 vas withdrawm on the avening of +the 224 ond on tha o raing
of the 23d. 1Iooses sinee Mov, 20 - killed a7, woundsd 80,
missing 381),
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Tha 2lot Heserve bivinion had %o seek ghelter with ene-third of its
forces to the weot and with the.olher two-thirds Lo the sast of the igache,
and 4o got quickly acquainted with its going inbo action oa the left flenk
of the 20th Division {Inf.Regh.l0.77) and alse in the commend zone of the
9314%h Infentry Division (comnznded by Ceneral von Prauchitseh). Tha forces
locatad Lo the past of the sreelk could then be considered ms available for
o support of the Hoeuvres front. Besides the Hellor pecruit company and
. ihe 2d Company, Fioncer Rogt. No. 10, tho Commander of the 20th Division
now 2leo abtached %0 the 774h Infanmbry Reghb., the debschment under the com-
mend of Majoy Niemenn, congigiing of one-half of tho lst Battalion, Infan-
%4ry Regh. Ho, 79, and the 3d Company, Plioneer Regl. No. 10, which hed just
been withdrewm from Raillemeousrd, - R
During Fovember 23, the Englich 36th Divisioan mede four heavy atiecks
“against Hoeuvres. Supported by dhe 2d wnd 3d Cowpany, Infanbry Hegt. Noa
7%, the 2¢ end 3d Compmay, Pionecs Regb. Io. 10, end the Resruii Company,
the 1zt and 2d Battelion, Infantry Regh. Ho. 263, mo well as the 2d Bobe
selion, Infentry Rogh, Ho, 92, alwvays rendered a succepsful defense. Only
gluice No. 2, %o the east of the tovm, fell into English hewdo. '
(Hlota: The forces dasignated ms & suppord for Infuntry Regh. Ho. 97,
wors stirted on the mayeh Zrvom Iuchy, dus Vo information submite
ted £ 5155 o.s., by the 40th Inf.Brigede, thet Hocuvres was
being attosked. The troops wers throw imto the coumbay by degroas.
Thz sectow of the 20th Ini,Div. waz edbended on Hoveuber 24, asg

fey a5 halfwoy on the lims~ivec evenue and 10 Mosuvresj.

The Dnglish couznand vhich on this day undertood o now blow ageinst the fere
pen frowt from Homuvreg~Fontaine-iloire Dame, lounched tanks against the
sogtor of the 34 Betialion, Infentry Regb. He. 363 reinforced by the 4%h
Company 6f the Reogiment, to the east of the cenal, At fivot fouyr tonks
poved Toriard aad furning to the west got into the veur of the defenders
at the sluice Fo. 2, A% obout L .pem., sdditdonzd tenkc moved {foytapd on
‘both sides of tho roed leading from Haveincourt, folloved by strong infon-
try. The Gernan Batitoriss, in oo far as they vere not engeging the four
“%Zonkg toward the oast, directed itheir fire on the tanks in front of the
position of the 34 Dattalion, Infantry Regh. Ho. 363. Lieut, Kirschbaum
of the 2d Dewialion, Ficld Artillery Regt, Nos 44, had & gplendid view
syom his tivanced oboervaticon poot to the north of Heeuvrss. Under hig
“paprs conbrol and that of Libtt. Dalls, two tanks of the westerly group wers
nis. Pha other cironger tonlk group olso met with losgos. ILiout. Boykwits
Cpith erbieireoredt gun Mo, 9%, slgo partisipabed. It was lucky that the
tenks were effestively fired on dnriuvg tholr advencs, for the emeunitlen
ot tho bobiories of “he Field Artillery wie very scanile

, 0f tho firgh mentioned vant greup, two uninjured tanks ran ehead and
yravorsed the 1gh tronmeh of the lntermedizte position in the seetor of the
right flank company (9th company}. Ab this eritical moment, Capt. Setzer~

mana wes vounded ms he personally encouraged his men to resist in the

tronch., Favorablp ciroumsiances hhough provented thod this btonk penotirae-

Lion bescums eoffective. One of the twe tanks overturned in tho second trench;

it crey wes dechroyed with hand gronedes. - Thio event took placs chortly

afber 2 p.m., for Lisub, Kirschboum reported ab 2:30 p.n,, thet an unine
jured bonk wes haliing in the Intermasdicte position, and thet it could nod



. | . -82-

: . ° . . e
“be engnged 2o all emuunitlion hed been exponded.. Thig tank goon albervards
became Tixed, but all attempio of the wen of 4tha 563d Regiment do geb o
the tank were unaveiling due to the.rayid fire which spurted from it in
avery dirsction. The taukx was able to axhricats itosli aftsy one houyr,
but while sununing beck met with disestor. Homnvhile the Englieh infawbry
vag keps at distanse through the defensive firs of the compianisga. Finelly
the ruch-longed-foy ammnition arrivad at the belbery positiens. Then the .
eneny renewed the atback ab 3:40 p.m. againgi the front of the 34 Batiale
ion, Infantry Regh. 0. 363, he s2s ropulosd with heavy loasos..

CJugh ag in the firpd deys of the baibla, tha main dangsy for the 20%h
infentry Divieionm, cctording to reports received 07 the progress of the
Englich attack egeinet the town of Bourion, agoin ssemed the paving of the
way for an embracement from the dirsetion of the laft flank. Honce the
Group Conmepder At 3150 p. placad atb the dispopition of Lieui. Gemeral

Yolineun {commnding 20%h Inf.Div.}, the countor atteck group Stols of the
21gt Resorve Division (Reserve Inf.Rogt. No. £8 with the 34 Batielion, Re-
sarve Mield Arty. Regh. Mo, 21), with which o hold the Gorman positions
on both sides of Hocuvros and for forming & dofensivo flauk cgrinst Bour-
lon. Almogt ot the swue tims, &b 4 p.m., ensther report was. recoived by

the 20tk Infenbry Division, condaining tho infornation that the ¥nglich
had ponebrabed tu the southwest of Inehy, thus in the seetor of the 20th
Infaniry Division. C . o S o :
== Dyen as strly os 8:30 t.n., tho ensuy launchod an attack egainst the
24 Compsny of Infantry Regt. Ho. 77, covering Gho loft flerk oud comneci=
ing with fhe foress of Inf.Regh. Mo. 363, locoted in the Intormediste posie
3ion, close o end east of the road, the as~eallod lime=ires cvems, lead-
ing o Boursies. The infantry of the enemy thouph wag ropulsed. Afier sn
artillery!preporriion, o new etback wis tade by the enemy &b sbout noon.
The lattor leunched & powerful ebisck agalinet tho ¢ront ond eround the lefsd
?lonk of the 24 Compeny, Infantry Rogb. No. 77 and thyew the company back,
than rolled up this first and sgcond trench of the Siegfried position o the
wazt of the lima-iree zveme to far beyoud the fromy of ihe compony, and

X

worked its way down the slope towerd lnohy.

.~ The Commended of the 20%h Infuntry Division ordered Colonel Stolz to
move & batialion shend 4o the east of Saing-les-Marquion and form with.
another bettalion of defehsive flank in the vieinity of the gquerry end fore
ogt with front e the ezsh, and for the Ad Bogtalion, Field Arty.Regt.No,21,
to toke up & position Ho the south of Barelle fron which to fire effective~

1y ngeinst the line Foeuvres-Bourlon. The lught of the thrse batialiong

(Pes. Inf.Rogh.08), wan abinched to the 77%h Inf.Regt. ¢ perticipate in
she countoratiock. o ‘ o : ,

. The 24 Bebdolion, Infantyy Hogb. Ho. 88,'arrived.in'luchy‘shorﬁly af-
ter 5 pol.. The Fnglish vho hed golten closs to the towm were ériven back
through v furiocus sdinck of ihe battolion mentioned, sosisted by the Tih
Company, of Infaptry Regh. Fo. 77, mont by the commender of the 2d Battalion
of the Regiment, These troops akso cleared the suppord sronch to the wegh
of the lime~tree avenue fron the enmemy, To the peot of the road the lefd
flank of dhe batislion could advence only o short distance beyond the firet
line of the irtermediate pesition. Torestalling the events ab this point,
34 may be stebed thet the fighting for regeining the 4pvenches of the Siege
fried position on both sidag of the lime~iree avenue, lestod for several
deys end that the 20th Inf.Division did not geb in full possession of the
“renches uﬂtil Dagemboy Stha. :
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The Gtmneels {or Sourlon,
P"auemr;oz’* a3, Ld o ah,

voghko g;,m'"a H’e Bourlon ridge wore myul:‘sod on lov. 21,
¥ this position, Bourlen *"o*m and forgob-~=thic objon-
u.voh, .k 'ishca 3 c’iay of tho bt ﬁln—nmre winod in possesuion of the defondors,
Heogous vere w weed oub why the fnplich 3am.tqd :m the unfavorsbla wodgo~
ghennd EeLon, rmfm cowbinne uﬁ@ hathle and in vieh direotion tha “dosi~

' fuyther sdvence® apd m;’m fron tho emuraeu sifuniion, wesh load,

Hex ‘0::‘:&:2.::’&*3 Jor tho owg zm*»*ziﬂ,? ar of the domd mz....uw Bourlen ridee, for
Forheing~i Bonis end Mocuvren, hove boen desoribed in the provious ghapte
iy fores of tho ottacks of the enouy aur:m this period was
asebed againgh the gewbor of wi: Corpan ponition -~ The "5'{33':}5;,,5;".,3 fop
on Hoverher 23,7 ’

pits
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mhe Hoa BU, occupied tho villa g:c and the riue of $he Bourlon
ve on Mov. 31, Hov. Z2 pegsed without imporbapd coubad tc-
Sivitien and dhe copdnond eould populets dbo valts.  Tho loud junction with
Ciho RI&th Indenbey Bivislon wos sotabliched spain by dhe pight flonk of
Group Gmuley, Phrensd tho rocopiure of Fontmins-liobye Damgs

‘C‘U:’m‘s fl,mw te

Geoup Areno dndonded 16 chove the 24 Coard :t.;ﬂu.‘zbrv Plrision on its

.‘to“i: lmu: Bourlon. 1 accordumee with vorbel instructio ons, bho rolied
vas ke hr the vishd frem Move 22 do 28, The lub suf 34 Detdclions

of the In . Jindllegle wera alovisd dn thedlr quartors ab oboud 4
Telia Tho houitinrtara ¢f tho Devhollonz procoaded by mobar cura in advanzo
of tho wails, 0 the sommnd posh of Infuntry Rogl. Tga‘ 50, ab She ypiluay
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dopot in Bourlon. Bub the combab baﬁvalmoﬂs 0f Infentry Hegh. Mo. 50 were
not relievaed to tho west of and alcne 4o and voward the psouth of tho vile
Iags of Bourlon, nor ob the wesh end soudh rim of the foresd, becanse the

cormender of the gecior ﬁlﬂ nod decm 3% possible to assiza the incoming
troops in this difficuly terrain during derknoss. Besides, Colonsl Buosyn-
gki had recoived no 11nﬂi or&ars for tne rolief, Vhen the two bebbaliens
of the Instructionel Infanbry Rogh. errived at 10 p.m., tho lot and 24
Compzny were deaignated o push in%o the foremost line botwaon the 1st and
12th Compony of Infoniry Rogh, flo. 50, b6 the nouth of the village. The
‘remginder of tho lst uau“"’lan had 46 sack pimilar shelters for ths support
of the igt Babtelion, Infawntry Regt. ¥eo. 50, in Bourlom. Tha 34 Battalion
of the Instructional ﬁeyb. vas to relieve the 24 Battaliou of Infentry Regb.
Ho. 50, Tho cowpanisg of tho latter baitalilon though renained in theis ~
former posibione duving <tho uight ot ke sast rin of the Bourlon forood.

The foronoon of lovembor 33 begau rather quicit on the loft flank of
Grovp Arvag, Mnullah “V”Luorﬂ ouly shoved themselves to be sirikingly acbive.
The geaarul sbaff officer of the 34 Guerd Infantry Division informad %he
6th Guepd Infantry Brigade st cboud pidnight that this gector counted on
ey Buglich stback not before the evening of Wovembor 93&, er on the morning
of Nov. 24th. A conforenss of sho comnenders, wnder the dirsciion of <the
commander of tho 214dn Tnxaﬂtry Brigads, took plage &% 9 a.m., of the com=
mand post of Inmfantpy Regb. No. 50. Goneral Maercker ordored the march-

0f? of {he 2d Batialion, Iafpnbry Regé. HNo. 50, o suppord Infanbry Hogt.
V—La. 363 et NMoeuvrop., The 34 Battalion of the Ingvructionel Boegt. was %o
rolieve ﬁhe 3¢ Bottalien, Infantry Regh. Io. 50 ol onca, st the »im of the
Bouxlon foieot. '

In the mpaniime the GO”Wﬁ?de; of the 2d Gompany hed cerried oub o carp=~
«ul recomnalsgance and repsried the ascurele locotion of the leoft flonk
{4th Compsuny of the 358%h xﬁz.ﬂogﬁ) gt sbout 900 mebeps to the southwest of
the couth edge of the Haney Pa rs. ‘He called mbtontion, thad with hin wesk
company of seven cquads and $we light mochine guns, he could not completely
cover the 2P, gaveral hundrsd mebers wide, o the west rim of the forest,
vherg the right fiank of the 12th Company, Infant ry'Rann.Ho. 50 joined.
Thig repori sen we ot 9340 o.m., opparently feiled o induce the igsuance of
ordors that the lihes of the 24 Cowpany of Iafantry Reww. fo. 50, the. lst
Pompany, Ingbructional Infantey Rogb. tnd the lst Goupaw;, fufa ntry Regt.
In. 50, he wovad ¢ 1ead Zronr tho poud of Bourlan to Hosuvres end fron tho
sounhuasﬁ sdge of -the towm o the hoights held by the 4th Gompany of Infan-
Ly Regm. Ho. 353, Tho faet that %o ithe south of Bourlon, belweon Infantry
Regh. Ho. 353 end the 50th Infanbry Reghb., & firmly locked frowd wos 90%
“eotablichod; was ‘o revenge itaelf bittorly.

Beginning of about 10 eg.m,, tho enemy's fire grew more and mare rapid
against the forest and village of Bourlon, Could it be posaible thet the
“aumacP of ths Engligh would dake pluce earlier than anticipated?

The Bogiich 40th Division relievsd the 634 Division in the sector in

2ront of Beourlen durdng ﬁhe ﬁlﬁhh frowm Hovember 224 %o 23d. English gources -

ptets that tho 40th Division was spegielly urazued for foreght. combot, The
timp of ‘the atiask, ‘o be supportod by 30 tanks, wes sel at 11: 30 841,

(A tank crew of the 13th Coupany of Batdzlion ¥, was caplurcd by the Core
pons). The 11947 English Brigade had the wost difficuld dtask, In its abe
u&GL zone iay the dense forest vhich sieeply sscended from the Bapoume road,
L9 for ag posgibls, the tanks wore to move 2gzalnsh Dourlon ovor the forest
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The 119th Englich Brigade placed in ita foremoest line tho 194k Velgh
Fusiliers ‘o the enst ond the 12th Sowth Veles Bordersrs %o the west. The
17¢h Uelgh followed thees battoliens 2s n oupport and the 18th Volgh marche
ed in rear as & regserve, ‘ :

The thrust of the 119%h Englishnﬂy;gada‘waa'dizeqﬁad apainot the come
paniss of the 3d Bavbalien, Infaubry Replment No. 50. The badialion comman-
der, Capteln Heithner, who participated in the conference of the commanders,
had just returnod 0 hip command post in the foveots, vhen he recognized with
anniety how the Englich artillery fire was inorecsing to & violont megni-
tude, Soom afterwpirds tho 10th Company reported thad the snamy hod atiagl-
ad with torks ond esrong forges and penetyatod the position of ths compeny.
& fov momeuts after this, Liout. Lisbert of the 9%h Compony solled inbo the
dug-outs: “Get oubd evorybody; the Emglish are coming up on the ridge of
“the forest.” Tho batialion cormander immediatoly directed the throe no-
chiune ghng, kep®t in resepve, to take up a position, ‘He, with his ptaff,
rendered rosistance to a tenk which arrivaed near %o the commend post, Bub
the ewbracement through the mmerically superiority of the apeny becoms
more acube cnd the swell group had d6 retire unlese it would shars in the
lot of the compenien. The major part of {the 3d Buttelion, Infantry Regh.

o, 50,uen eut off by tho Englioh and made prisoncro.

Then the 34 Batinlion of the Insbtruetional Inf. Regd. recoived the ore
ey 4o reliove the 3d Babdalion, Infouivy Rogh. MHo. 50, 1t sent ovd advance
parties ab oncds Vhen they arrived, the Buglish batteries wore alrsady lsy-
ing = heavy fire on tho Bourlon forsst while hostils asroplones were fly~
ing low, over the'sector. The conditions of the teérrain made it impoogi~
ble for the Germans to gosure observaiion, Wut the battelion cormander cone
cluded from the dense barrapge which slowly edvonced toward Bourlon, that
the English hod sugceeded im breaking into the forest. He wnow ordersd the
9th Compeny (ot the northenst edga), %o £211 in for o counberstiack to the
southwest tud the 123h Company {at the east edge) bo countorattack to the
west, Tho 1lth Company was to hold iia position under all circumotancep &b
tho norih edge. The order for the 9th Company wos transmitied through the
orderly officer of the batiolion; he found the company engaged with, the
encmy ond raduced In strength through losses, so thet it could wol obey the
-order to cownbeystieck, The 12th os well ag the 10th Company which wera
posted further back in the forsot, hed ou their own initistive gone into
getion in the gevere and aiffioult forost batile. :
The enemy worked its way further forward in “he forest. I% was very
difficuld for the German babierigs to support the infendry beseuse the obe
pervation poestg et the Iront wers logd. Scon the first ombonded ovdor
lines of the onswy cppeared at the north edge of the Bourlon forest and
entered the commend post of the 34 Battalion of the Instructionel Infowtry
Regss. ob tho susy exist of the villaze dud coplured the persomnel of the
subordinate staff, Capt. Potel, the batialion commander, loft shortly boe
fore thig incidewd, to visiy the 1lth company of his beiialion ab which he
extonded tho dofensive line on the lefi 7lamk Yoward the chapsl, The st
tack of the eneny was helted at this'point. Bub ne junciion exicted sither
to the right or Lefs. The enemy now ettempted to roll up the weak resiate
ance line with s tapk vhich moved asgninst the right flank security of the
small body of men, The commander of the 1lik Company held his mon clogely
together and repulsed the hogtile forces which during the next houps a%-
tacked several $imes either froutal or outflankingly against the right flavk,



. Englieh aviators with their meching- gun fire und bomba nleo stieupted to
drive off fhe rect of the 34 Battalion, Imstructionsl Infentry Rogh., Lud
had ne suceess, . ' : . -

H
5,

- Bimultancously with the 1194h English Brigade, the Pnglish 121st Bri-
gaae alge fell in for the sttack toward the wost of the former Brigade.
The division line betwesn the Ywo attooking brigedes of the English 40th-
Division passed through the west edge of the Bourlon forest. - -
(Moter  In the frmn_ ine of the 121lot Evglish Drigede weve:
~The 13%th Eattalion, Yorkshire Regl.; the 20th Battalion,
flddlesex Reght, The gupport was formed by the 2lgt Betinle
ion, Iiigdlesex Rept. tnd the roserve by the 12th Battalion,
Suffoll Regt. ). : :

English oviaters threv Bombs severel Yimes durimg the foroncon on the pogi«
“iona held by Infaniry ﬁa;t. No. 3538, in the middlo sector of the 214th
Cerman Infeniry Division, Throuph *ha erployment of the wenk 2d Corpany,
“Instructionzi Ind, hegu., a8 soungvhab 1mvrovad junction wvas ea ;ablished by
the 4th Compeny of infaﬁtry Regh. Ho, 358 with the 34 Bettalion, Infam
Regt. No. 50, on the wdge of the foresd, ali thoush this Junction was in uo
ey & safe ones 1t lg avidownt thad Infentry Ragﬁ No. 3I3 never escortaine
ed that one~helf of vhe ist Battelion of Infentry legbt. Mo. 50 and sincs
the night even reinforged by the lob Company, Instructional Infc 1try Regte ,
were locodod on the roa wl lgndi 1r 4o Hosuvres, thus partly in reor of ths
left 2lank ond close to and south ef the Haner Park, 7The. ai ack of the
eneny quickly followaed the agtion of i g.ggt&llgry.

Veiled in arbifioial fog, the dmlis firstly moved arazus whe linen
ogcupied by the It and 24 Baby e.ions, In?anury Regt. lo. 35 Eleut.
Strache, Uhe commander of the Gih Company, reported: "Ho oue a?ar‘aaw,such
machines bofore. At first soveral men left ths ifronmbmost lines,alter thet
whole squads ran 10 the resr. The confusion increased mors end more. Bo-
piden other oificers, the adjotent of the &d Butialion, through personal
dagh and d&th &n 1ncred iblo digplay of hig voiaa,'uab'able to hali the
yielding moi. ™ Hajor von Fucho (cormander of the 1st Batbalion, Infembry
hegh. Ho. 353), elso reporied thet much was geined in oveyrconing the panie,
when the mensaw that z fa nk which had been hit by the German wyiillory wenb -
up in flangs end smoke, Ths companien ook new coursge und rosceupled the

'aosvt“one relinguished by them. e ‘

e ware algo thrown guring the eerly mbrnimg hiourg by cnstiy avie-
torg, on the bablery positions of the 3d Bobdiery, Flold Arty. Hegh. Ho. 44,
The bothery commendor roporied “The sterco~iszlescope had hardly been sob up
“in the new chserveiion post, whon o lerge box ceen oa tho heipghd to the
wast df‘thc'faﬁas%m. Tha box wmoved. & tmnk! In reur of tho tunk large
groups of Engligh Zafantey were following, The telephons conneciion was
ghot b0 pleces. 4 chuin of sendriss wos pestod through which tho battery
‘passed in gaillop,. uuddenly the impact of the shellgeeebut too far. UWend
thoy found the tapget and the Inplishe-~tvo grouoaunuum"e ruaning. The hog-
tile infantry had vanished end uhG tenk wao concealad by o uthLBu. Vi
fired inte the thicket and the fawk cawmo o n halt bud did ned burn as the
one set afire by cur nexgnbor ng baviery.™ The banks in front of Lnfauury
Rogh. 356 ware slse covered by the uerman vnc;azrcr&:% gun Hoe 98, tho exe
collent oiffectivenens of vhich has siresdy been membioned during uhevdes-\////”/
cpiption of the aciion in the comnecting seotor of tho 34 Dabtalion, Inf.
Reghb. 0. 363. The nuwerous objectives, from the wesd of loscuvres as far
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ag Tontaine-fotre Dems<e=-cnemy skirmisher lines, compuet columns, better-
ien poing iwbo positionee-and from-the canul 4o beyond Fonteing---tonkgee-
ware so wmeny thet the Cormen ertillery could not plees ell undoy its fire
gt the seme time. luch more deprossing though the observers of the field
and heavy artillery vore affocted when under sueh conditions they ware in-
formed "Bettery hao only e fow shots 1a%t," or "ommunition expended.” Such
‘roporbs thoush were froasuently received during the. gerly aftornoom.
- Procuont abbucks wore leunched by the Englich infentry ageinst the
sront 07 the tuo bEElions of Infantry Rogh. No. 388, while banka penotrot-
ad severcl times The fromu lines of the battaliongs But the- fear which the
sanks originally bostowed, had passed. Fippst of all, the troops would give
way to the pide aad then sttack the tanks with bundles of handgroncdss, The
three mechine~gun coupzaies, which during the defonse of the stiacks wers
placed under “the combinegd command of Liout. Doolbert, performed & splendid
sorvice.  bhere pesitionas were lost they werc retcken through counter-
attacks. Umemy defenasive craters already pstabliched were cloared through
hand prenade combet, Buring such on enterpriss, the commender of ‘the Tth
Company cupturad two light machine guns. In the meantime, reinforcencnta
were sont forwnrd by the 8d Battelicn, Infantry Regt. Noe 358, forming the
reservo. o o

The open Left flank though was the ceuse of great concern to the com-
wisnder of the 1ot Bridalion, 1nf.Rogh. Mo.358. While the 44h CGoupany had
meinteined its pocition an the cresh nardly one km. to the south ond couth-
west of Bourlon, agained all the ablucke, naw tanke were moving olong the
edge of the forest and in and longside of the sunken roed, which in paris
could not be looked imto. Euglish infanbry were marahing uninterrupiedly
/fpyward egainst the tovn of Dourlon despite the woll=direeted flapk fire
of the 4¢h Compony which cauced hepvy losses in the vank of the snemy.
The denger 0f being outflemked became more and more acuto. Yot the Battale
ion Coxmander know that in case He ghould now geek a juachion with he
neighboring regivent o his lefd by withdrawing to. the rear, ihig EBSURS
would bring o @ head the mest difficult issuse for the other front of the
division. Having full confidencg in his batialion and knowing its splendid
 couruge over since 1915, he left the compeniss in their positions. '

The villzge of Beurlon wes placed under & very hoavy fire by the EZng
1igh ond ihe mizing of the fire with smoks shells dmpalred the vipw more
and moTe. Several tenke had edvanced in the artificisl fog, mainly over

_ the sunken road leading from the Bepaume road to Bourlon, the BEagligh in-
fantry following over the ocums rouis. While tho dense Yorest aggravebed
the ndvounce end the non of the Gorman 353th Regiment overceme the brisf
erisis and held thely grounds, the enemy horo pot well foruard dospite the
Germsh berrags. The cnenmy's comparies expended quickly in the weakly occu-
picd gep and supportsd by the tepks, threw the lot Compony, Infantry Regl.
o, 50 ond the 24 Company, Inatrushionul Infoniyy Rogha, into the town,

The commender of the 1sb Compeny, Ingtructionel Infontry Regh., rosogniziug
4he throwtening deungoeyy maved his compeny &b once to tha left. ‘Though the
eneny renched the Menor Park, this company- for the time, blocked the furiher
advance of the English in the diresction of Sainseles Marguion. Whe quickly
alarmed comupanics (34 end 4th Companies, Inf.Rogb. No. 50 and 3d and 4th
Companigs,’InmﬁrunﬁiOnal Inf.Regh. ), 22 the meuntime threw themselves
ageinst the onomy entering Bourlon, and 8 stiff sbruggle ensued.
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Ab 1320 p.p. reporis wsrs sent vie different routes by the commoander
of Infentry Regh. Io. 50, %o the Brignde ng well as directly to tho Divi-
sion, to tho followlng? “Hnemy penciratiung vith tonks throuph the forsel
of Bourlon, Our %reops in retrond.” The counter measures bekon wers
steted to be as followg: Ono~half of the lgt Batbalion, Ind,Regb. Mo, 175,
o occupy the roilwey cubavkmeud end the commanding officer of the Lst Bate
telion, Inf.Regb. o 50, was orderad to hold tha edge of the village and
to noke a counmterativack in a southessberly dirscstion with the reserve com-
panlag of hig battalion and those of the let Battelion, Instructional Inf,
Rogt. GCol, von Pacsynaki, the regiwentel cozmander, now received & repord
from the cormander of his 3d Battelion, Inf.Regt. Mo. 50, thal Bugligh
forces had slready pasgsed through the forost. :

Dut the fighting in the preater part of the villege ended with & Gore
man success. Through Gerpan counteratiacks and all the avillable forces,
the Englioh troops wers glowly pushed baeck ixnte the foresi. Little by lit-
tle, oomg detedls of the {ighting remched the rear. Tho commanding offi-
ver of the 3d Lompeny, Industyicl Inf.Regb., sout & meosege of 3:45 p,n.,
stating he was locabed to the poutheast of the ianor Honse but withoud
junction of cny kind and that judping frou the machins-gua fire, the eneny
mot be gtending in his pegar, B -

{licte: 4o u0 officer rewcined vith the 2d and 4%h Compeny, of

Instructional Inf.Reps,, the comnmending officey of the 3d Coin
pany (Iiout. Holzer) olso agsumed commend of the remnants 6f
thpge compenies), ; o
At 4135 p.ne & POPOrt Was received from Vice-Sergeant Major Kiroch stoabe
ing that his platoon of the 4th Compeny and men of the 8d Company, Iafone
try Regh. Mo, 50, wore holding the couthenst edge of the villuge., A sheleh
pent in by lnjor Vednlig, {ransmitied/et 4:30 pema., indicated that the 2d
and 3d Compuny of Inf.Regl, 175 had ponotrated showt 200 moters into the
forest mnd that to the right of those companies, Pionesrs of the 2d Come
pany, Reserve Plomeer RNegt. Mo, 23, wore locobed. It aleo chowed that a
tunk shending sideweys to the lefi, prevented & further advance. Vicoe ,
Sergecnt Hejor Kigin, who pince noon had fomimed comiand of the 34 Compeny
of Inf.Regt. Mo, 50, cbout 60 wen sirong, rsported that the oueny was con-
sinnounly repesting itg ottewpt o puch back the weak Gorman foroes }oward
- Bourlon, with infautry, tanks ond sven acvoplancs, ALl the cormanders of
the foremost lines urgontly requestod reinforcemonts, owsurition snd hand
grencdos. AL 2 @l HoVe 23, the 84 fuayd Givision was deslgnotsd to
occupy the new sector to be formad on the lefi flank of Group Arras, the
 Guard Fusilisr Regiment o She right and the Inshruchione) Inf.Regt. %0
the lefs. During the nipht from Hov. 23 to 24, tho lst end 2@ Bas., Cuard
Fusilior Regh., was 46 relieve the forcen of the 355th Infeutry Rogh. lo-
ceted to the cast of the line northwest of the suger réfinery 4o the northe
west edge of the willage of Bourlon, while the 2d Bn. of this rogiment wes
4o march te Bourlon 0 serve &s 2 supporb. The 348 Rogiment of the 3d Guard
Division (Granadier Regbe ﬂc,_g) was directed ot tho same fime to =el, to-
pethor with & seebion of the 5th Cuard Field 4rby. Regi., as the amy re-
serve, and by 3 p.ase o B2ke up quarters in Sancourd, Blecourt snd Abancourd,

At 8325 p.m. the Guerd In?, Division in Bouchein received the follow-
ing order {rom Group Arrdst “The enemy epparently hos 10 tanks in Bourlen
which sdvernsed through tho forsst of Bourlon, infentry following ths tonts,
The 224%h Imfontry Divisiont hag occupied with some units the reilvay et
boskmont northenst of Bourlon md Group Goudry, the railvay cmbanknend +o
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" %he nordth cof PBourlen with ong batbalion., The 2144h Infenbtry Division is

directed to prevent, with artillery, the tankes from leaving Bourlon towards
tho north, vost and south, and %o take possessicn sgein of tho Bourlon fops
est. For thig purpose the followlng troops are placed under the crders of
the Rldéth Divigion = Granedidr Regit. ¢ and & seetion of Field Artillery of
the 3d Guard Division, wvessmbled abt Sencourt, Blesourt and hsbancours,” The
Commznder of Grenadler Regh., Ho. 9, whe received this order directly irom
the Group Coumander and fronm the 6th fuard Bripade, clermsd his commond and
under diregtion of the 21dth Infentry Division, marched first of all to
Seilly-Raillsncourt. Hajor vou Seelharst proceeded to the heedquariera of
the 2144h Infentry Brigade, whore ab 6 p.me Gensyal Haerchkes could advize
him that the villege of Bourlon had for the graater part besn rebelken, thad
Fentaine~totre Dame was held by tho 1194h Division, but that the situation
in the Bourlon forssi was giill unknown; Thet English fenks had entsrod i%,
yat it wos possible thed smmller Germau unilts vore obtild maintaining thore
selves in the forest, The 9th Grenadiers now recoived orders to roteke the
forest and b occupy its southwest ond southern rim, The Pire of the Gere
man artillery being consolidatied bgainet the soubh portion of the wooded
torrain, the batteries vore now directed to lay a barroge in front of the
Bourlon forest. HMajor Seelhorst instructed his battalion commandera of the
gituation and intention at 7:20 p.m, The lgt Battalion, Sth CGuard Field
Artillery Regb., had to rocommoiter tho positions $o the south of Raillen-
court, and @bt dava of day wag to find the ravge in fromt of the soubhvest
and south edge of the forost, S :

In the szme order whieh zasigned the 94h Grenadier Regh. to the 214th
Infantry Division for the wrecaplurc of the Dourlon forast, Group Arras also
ebtachad one of the tWo counterabtnck groups of the 21ot Reserve Division 1o
the 20%h Pivislom., Crbup 8%ols (seo pago 82) was 4o bs employsd 1o hold the
positiona ouiboth sides of Hosuvres and to form 8 dofensive flank against
Bourlon, If it vas true thal Englich tanks wore setuslly present in Bourlon,
the gituation of the left flawk of this division was exiremely cndangered.
Duo to this, the counterabiack group vndsr command of Col. Boring (Reseive
inf. Regb. No. 87 with 1ot Batielion, Reporve Field Arby. Regh. io. 21),
soon afberwerds was also attached to the 20th Infantry Division, with in-
shructiong 4o advance thls group to Marquion,

The following troops guickly took up positions diring the afteracon, %o
prevent the tenks from loaving the town of Bourlont 2d Br. Buovarian Field
Arty. Regbe. Ho. 11, ©0 the worth of lo lelison Heuve, the 3d Bn., Sth Guard
Fiold Arty. Regl., with eubordinated 3d Datinlion, o the northensd and eesi
of the farm of 1z Maison Heuve nnd finclly the 24 and 3d Bus., Field Avdy.
'Regt. T, 63, conselidated andor the conmand of Cepbein Haormenni,

The wmumition availeble fer these battslions wees but scenty, Tash
battery of the 34 Batlialion, Huh Cumrd Field Arbty. Hegb. had only 264 rounds.

"Group Arras also stoppsd &% 4:45 p,m. the Guard Pusilier Regl. which was

mapehing towerd Bourlon and ordored it te march o Hayaccourt and Sailly-
Raillencours, =a & support of the left flank of the 214%th Infentry Pivision.

The eccrmunder of the lot Batfalion, Iafentry Roghs Fo. 195, sendt ob
53145 p.iia, & repoyt te the commander of the 50%h Inf.Regh. of the situction
in the forost. Units of the laot Dettalion, Ingtrobtional Inf.Rsgh. end Plo-
nsers of the 24 Regerve Company Plongor Rogb. No. 23 and wen of the 50th
Tufensry flegh. egpeciclly of tha 34 and 4%h Company oud one-~hulf of the lob
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Batialion, Ivzauu?y Regb. Np. ;7a, had in succogp-chenging fighbing, puch-
“od he ensny buck bo over 300 meters in dhe foreot. 'Lieuﬁ. Hartuig of the
Pionesrs elso roporbad thet his pionsers and the remeinder of the lst Bate
kllon, Enﬂhq%rAﬁl Tnf antry Pegﬁ., had been unahle to find o junction 4o
“the yight. A ftank in 1ronm of thig mauuor had been seb on fire by the er-
~tillery. The chonaL~0ﬂ of the mmmnition stored in this uhﬂf lagted un~
&iT the 1aﬁe‘might. Throuph and bebwesn the left flank of the 24 Company,
Infantzry Hegie 175, anf the units of the Su Bettalion, Instructional Inf.
ﬂ,Lebu., ¢loge o and onst of BourTDa,’ Algre the gap was loczbed, the Enge
Iigh Zannched arothor atbéeck ehort J after 6 p.m, ond threw back the leA
fionk of the ona~half of the 1ot Bat ialion, Inf,Regbs Moo 175, The corme
der of the 5Cth Inf.Hegh. wmado » der 17 requesb et 7120 petie, 40 ﬁhe'ewh
fuard Infantry Brige ae, for dopistance, giving the ro 1“way depot Bourlen
&g the nareh ooject ro.  Tho Brigunds ploced the 2d Batielion of Instruge
tionnl Inf.hogt. ot $ho diapaﬂ*mlnﬂ of tho commandes of ha 50th Inf.Reozb.,
The main forcos of dhig baagalxeu grrived at the ramlx oy depot ob hou% 11 pEl,

To ¢lesr the villaze of Bourlon from the aneuy, gsaembled men of the
50th Inf.Reghk., under oummmn& of lﬂcuz. Haurer of uhe 3@ Company, end LuaLw.
Iiebert of tha 9th Gamp&ny, advanced at £ p.ie, from the railvey cmbankmend.
Idiewt. Wonndgor with 2 fow ploncers nloo joinod this debachment. Theoge
troops forced their way as for wp dhe muncyr heuge, but wers unable $o drive
the furiously fiphting eneny from the pcs**mcn« :

e to the fact that the eneuy was holding the manor house and the :
southvest poriion of tho v_wlaco, the $d Company of Ingtyuctional Inf.Regh.,
conmanded by Lieut. Holzer, had not baen able o gain junchion fyom the for-
est 1o ihe r*ghﬁ, aluhavrb aﬁ“cmpﬁs to do 50 wero rapeatedly mide, Ideut,
Krurmeld in commend of tne 1ot company, Instructionel Ini.Reps., and smvll
, groupo(of the 1ot and °a.¢ompanv, Infonmry Regt.Ho. 50, locoiéed to the
gouthwoab of the mana» D“Ta uvns Tront 1o the nordheast, nlso was unable
to gein wouch. :

Botween 7 oad 8 pam., Cole von Pacaynskm nede hnown thet (renadigr
Regb. Mo. O of the 3d Guerd Infuntry Divieion, would Isunch an adbock from
Reillenceurt on this ovend zg, 4o wecapbure the Bourion forest. He orderad,
"hat in the sector of vil lage Bourion, cvery*hlng gaxned be mointained
during the night, thet the onouwy &n the manor houso he is solated, that come
puct debochments be assesblod under leaders sud &1l roads leading to the
enamy, esneaNQIZV'no the manor hous 5, ho blocked by senbriss.® Hs aluo
plﬁced the weet hall of tho seoctor as far as the vallvay deppt, under tho
cormend of Caps, ven Schonfeldi of be ist Battalion Inf.Regt. Mo, 50, end
the euet vortion of the sector deaw comnmund of Cupu. Lmeuhnsr of the 3d
 Battalion of Inf }mg‘o.hﬂ. 50,

Crenndior Reght. Fo. 9, formed up with its 2eb, 34 wnd 2d Babialions,
ide by aide, each cu 2 frond of ohout %00 metors, on the highvey Cerbrai-
rros with the left flank on the road Ruillencourt-Pontaine, The three
abtalions, scch with 3 companics in the frowt line, began the advonce ab
oty The enemy'o barrage of mediwm end light ooliber loy over the tere
rain to the nopthvwest of Fonboine, “ha Germzn line moved ullewmly forward;
the loather eguipment ¢resiied and bne gtepg of tho men resounded from the
cleyey ground, oven a comuand piven Zn en underione weo seldom heerd. The
grenndiera vere getting nearer ond neereyr Lo the Bourlon forest vhich on
this moou-1it Novewber nighd, showed wpon the horizon like a dim black lump,

@c’}»m



The edge 6% the ferest wes remched at 10130 golta The encay r91aerpd en’
ebotinabs yepistence gguinst the lst Battalion, but quietness prev 1iled -
tempovarilj before the front of the Fusilior (34) end the 2d Babtelion,
ajor von Detten of the lst Batizlion, et 12715 sent tho following repors
to the regimsntal cﬁﬂm&rder' "Fur;aus rifle firing in the forest, large’
< patenas of swatps: ;raquen ly intervoven by house-decp porges in the forest,
peosing through them exiremaly diffienlt.” The cosmander of the lgt Bat-
‘tzlion, Grenzdier Regh. Mo. 9, received a report at 3125 2.m,, sonb by the
“vommmndlng officer of the 24 Compuny (Capb. Trentepohl) at 1:20 e.n,, that
twe platooras of his compeny in Junctlon w1mh the 3d company, hed roached
the couth edge of the forest cnd thet the 24 and 34 platcon on the vighd
 fiank hed beaa turned to the reer hecsouse yhe eompany therest was ezpo ad.
Reinforcenent 1o tha right to oxtend the Ilenk zbsolutely necespary, ‘donger
of outflenking by the enamy very great. The labter is contimoucly f"rlﬁ”
against this flenk with ﬂLshine guna and small armg. losses so far, two
kiileds o Inn uraasmlttzng this report to the regimental conmender, tbe bat~
talion comender st &hed that no reporis waro received from the other compa-
nies (1ot znd 3d) sl else located in + he forempst lines - ‘ o

* Tho 9th compeny of the Fusiliey {Sﬁ) battalion vhich elisckeod 1o the
left of the lst company, rsachod the cost edge of tha forept vithout & sin-
gle losg. - The piﬁtomn of ﬁﬂtlngnﬁfflaor Hohonstein lmmedictely eftervard

captured an English ligtening post, the two mon of vhich stated that the
—Enplish froumtmoshk 1ing wes loca s0d ebout 50 meters deepor in tho forsst.
”he company Conzusnisy peseed wvord through the lines of his men to cdvance
furthor und me cilently os possibla, The men worked their wey through
dense blaciuerrybr&mblep and hrLshuoou, in the faco of m hostile fire uh*ch
grev strongsr. The cpwpuny in bury vsed thekr lignt m&chlnv mng in & dexe
terous nmanner, Tho louses iversosed. - 4% 1 Ballay Iieut, Henthoy, commends
ing the $th company,ireported that the company, -in-touch with fhe 8d cbmpa-
ny, had sdvanced to sbout 150 weters of the south odge of the forsst, thed
‘of tha I0ih coumpany, commecting 4o t ‘he egu, only thrae soueds vere in the
frowdt end that further to the left was 2 wide pap, The adjoining (24) meu
talion of tha reglmont oF +the Sth brenadﬁers had postod itself tco for i
the left from the very beg~an1ng. The 11tk compeny of the repiment remu 7=
ed in cloge touch with the 8th compeny which advanced with the right f{lank
of the 24 Batielion, dhus it ceme wbout thet Yo the right toward the 10th
company, the Gﬁhﬂebulﬁn wes goversd cempletaly. The 1lth compeny wnd the
id BQhuLJlOd, never Ch@ 4 uhe for .S’h, “I:hoy remained ‘¢losa +p and ab 1-&11-
wvrest ond west of Funthxne. Tha reginewtal commander ordoyed % 4180 a.m.
that the eilack be "onblrued 5 7 Ete 5 "the gouth edge of +the ’orent mu
~ be resched at daylight and w‘ll bo meipmbained."”

'The fact thed the eneny's artillery fired bub 1i4tle aspsinst tle Tors
o8t end only modepstely inbte-the village of Bourlon, indlosied thet the
English comupapdsrs nqaqesncd bu% autu«e inxormatio& of the locetion of ﬁhei"

" ova position.

Through the employment of h=exagler Regt. hu. 9, the u-atr;kutzon of
the sectors ovdered by the 3d (uard Divigion, enrly on Mov. 234, become
unseunds The Ingi rucﬁlopul ing, legﬁ._waa now*degignﬂﬂed 1o sceupy the

' wesuerlv nalfa ‘ ‘ a
(dOue. Bagides the 5th Guayrd Field Arty'ne?t.,’the fol*bu;n" are .
fid ilery was atteched 4o tho 3d Guard Infantry Division by the
ermy groups Field Arby.Regt.l0.63. A0 soon ag this regiment ere.
rived GOLpLQuelj, the 24 Battalion, 11tk Bovarien Field Art v.Reglt.



wag o repord te %he 214%h.1nf'ﬁlvisicn. Regimental headquerbers of
Fool Artyv.Regb.ln.i4, Bayarian Reserve ?oot.Ar#y.Regﬁ.ﬁe.G,'zd Bat='
4alion, Hesexrve Foot Awby.lMo, 16. -
0f the teamed Anb*“‘anﬁ Dafenso Seetions, 2 guns gach, of the &%
Battery, 11th Davarian Field Arty v.Regh. and of the 5th Batterv,
" Guard Regb. and §th Batisry, aisld Afty.uegt. Yo. 63, stood in readi-
‘nens on Hovembor Zdth) S
B 3 t . 4 .
Tha Guard “uqllla? HeglA It ag in wlhrea un&er‘the orderg of the Guard
Division by the army group comsender, was 1o remedn in ideg prosent place of
peadiness £s 8 vesorve. The commender of the artill ory of the fuurd, Col.
von Auloek, wuo dirscted 4o move up a fuw gections of the Field nrtlllery,
to as clove as possible in rear of the infentry, to engage the tanke. The
chsmrbq in rommvnds had 40 take plece &ur:ng the forenocon of Hov. 24, bub.
just as Hej. Herold, the commander of the Ingbtructicnel Infantry Regb. was
being insbructed in his dutien, & telephonic order wae received diresting
that Col. von Faczynski wes to contirme in command of the secter Bourlow
villago. o o *

On the baagisc of the repoyh cf’iﬁb 2d company, r"nauler Regm. Nb. 9.
had asked dthe 6Ll CGuard In Fonﬁr; Bripgede for masigiente for its right flank,
* The brigade tronsmibbed thils reguest to the 214th Infontry Brxgude '1303
von Boebock recelved orders st 7 e, frow the commsnder of the 5H0th Inf,
Reg'u. vo udvernce nig 54 pll‘ﬁ“m_},.,o} ITngbrucbionsd Inf. ﬁegrv. r_[_gbﬁ flank ab
the railwey devot bourlon, in a aoui.we&ﬁe? y dzrac%zsn, The attack move-
ment bogant ot the rellvay embankment,- -
-(Eotg: The 5d Battrlion, Iusbructional Inf. negt also hed epoembled
ab the reilwey enbankment in stiergth of sbout 100 vifles. Iio
losses Fov. 234 wore: Killed 9, woundod 53, misaing 126, Fis
combai uq rengbh on Nov, 20th wes 25 of&xcnra, and 881 noncom~
misgsioned offivers and nen.)
The Sbh and Tth Company pushed ebead to the northmost point aof the roade
trlanalo, aurih) which the assault detochment of Gorporel Habje cleared an
isolated post occupied by «nﬁliﬂﬂ aolclérs in hand pgrenade fighiting and cap-.
turen sixz Lewis mechive gung. The losges through the macalncngun fire ef
the omemy were consideruble durdng the advance of the companide in the sleop-
1y acoending forest. In thin attoch of the 1/2 of the 2d Battalion, Instruc-
Yional Infentry Hegb., the following treops, loceted to the seutheast of tha
village, @lao jnineu. The remments of the leb Battalion (leas lob Con npony)
of the same repiment, 2d Gompany Flonosr Regorve Regt. ¥o. 23; the 3d and
%t; Company, Ianfeniry Regl. No. B50. Theso week foroes wers able o advance
o far as the heizhts cloos to ond to the wegh of the wept edps of the roade
“ianflo, but the further advence was storped by the English mechine-gun ond
artilleyy firc, '
In the meanbime, the Bnglish resistence in and near the wenor house of
Bourlon, was broken by men of the 53th Inf.Regé., coumended by ldoub, Liebord,
reinforced by zen of the 4th company, Inf,Begt. Mo, 175, Threo officers and
26 men of the 13%h Yorkshire and 20%th Middleses Re"lmeﬁbs wore madd prisdnors.

The line pained at the wesd edps of the road«triangla had %o be given
up twies, due o the shrong counter acbion of the enemy, but viien our own
artillery Jayed its fire also on thie point, the lins was given up for good.
The compenles again reducsd by loasea, now occupied the road at the southeast
edge of the village, but here also they found no commogtion Loward the righd
vhere the 3d Bu, ,Repprve - Iuf.Reghb.llo. 88, pas to have moved inmto the line,



(Fote: The 3d Badtalion, Reserve Inf.Regt.No. 88 (2lst Res.Div.), was
ou the sarly morning placed at the disposition of the 214th Inf,Div.,
to cloge the gap to the south of the village. The battalion had
formed & junction with Inf.Regh.lNo.358, but it had onbended its left
flenk only as f=r ag the road-orossinge 4o the goubhwost of the
manor park). : ’

Lioub. Holzer of the 3d company, Instructionel Infaniry Regb., betook him-
gelf vo hip gector commandsr to render & personal report of the efitical
situation, _ : ‘ ’

The pight flank of the 24 Battalion, Instructionsl Inf.Regb., remained
in-close douch with these much imbtermized defenders, bub the le?f (the 7th)
company had rot yel been abls to connect with the loh Babbalion, Grenadier
Regt., Moo 9, For this reason, the batialion commandey ordered the 64h Come
papy to fill the gap.  To do so, it had to move over the road lezading along
end in a southerly direciion through the center of the forest, with front
to the weal. .

In the derkneas and with the pathless condiiion in tho Bourion forest,
the units of Cronadier Regi. Ho, 9 had bocome badly imbermized. Albhough the
regimental order issued at 4:30 a.m, statod that 2/3 of tho forest had been

- takon possession of by the Grenadiors during the Pirst atiack, bthis was by
no meens correct. The enemy who wes surprised during the night was now wids
awake end repstbedly undertool counterattacks, The forest with its dense
Erushwood made the Tighting extrenmely diffieuld, Advantages vorth while 4o
menbion, could not be achisved by the 9th Grenadier Regh. oven on Hove 24th.
Oa the contrapry, evely semblance indicated that the English forses were geine
ing ground in the cemier of the foract. The 4th company oa the right flank
sof the lot Batialion, Grenadier Regbt. Mo. 9, hed t6 be ingerted %o otrengihen
the flenk security against the ensmy located on the slopos of tho deep hollow
at end south ¢f the road-trisngle.
(Hoter According to the war diary of the 6th Cuard Inf.Brig., Grenandier

Y KOs

Regt.No.9, reporbed at £:30 pm, ag followss “4th Company, Groun.Regs.
0.9 with 6th and 7th Company, Instructional Inf.Regh. have reached
~the souih edgs of the Bourlon forest. Scuth =nd west edge now iz ouyp
poasceaslon, Thus, the whole of the forest except southeast pdge, ce-
_ -cupied by us,”
According o the war diapry of the Hdars. of the 9th Gronszdier
‘Regb., the lsi Bettalion reporied at 4350 pm. =g follows: "South
edge of Bourlon forest occupied by 4%h Company which has touch with
~gth and Tth Company, Inoiructional Inf,Rogh., thoese companies thouga
are very oben and eligned severely to the right." Foundetions for
thaoge two reporits could ned be found tnd no accurate date, especially
of the position of the lgi Batbalion, ars eveilesble. The war diary of
the lst Bellalion mekes no reforence that the 4th Company romched the
gouthern edge of the foragt, The war diary of the 2d Battelion, In-
structional Inf.Regb, doas net show that parts of the 6th and 7th Gome
pany did advencs, from the line gozined, along the northesouth road with
front to the wests Tho edge of the foresh was atiained only in a very
small dimension towanrd the seubth, The greater payrd of tha forest, the
vhole west half (efter the withdrawal, to the west odge of the roade
triangle, of the lgt Bu.,Insbructional Inf.Regt., 2d Company, Reserve
Pioneer Regl.No, 23 end 3d and 4th Company, Inf.Regt.No,50}, the south-
segterly part and the vhole gast edge, remained in possession of the
Ingligh. Honce, the megsage sent ot 4130 p.ie, by Grenadier Regi.lo.9,
0 the Brigade, mist be considersd 2s untenszble.")
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The left flank of tho lst Battalion, an well as the 9th end 10th com-
penies, lay with front to the southesst. In the gap toward the 1llth Com-
pany, & pletoon of the 132th Company was inserted, but touch with the 2d
battalion was not eobablished thereby. This latter battalion moved &
piece forward on the eerly morning, toward the east sdgs of the forest,
aftor which it had to withdrav agein to the jumping~off position to the
wost of Fontaine. As the reserve company (the 6%h) hnd ascumed charge

of the sector of the llth Company, it attempted 4o drive the enemy from
“the northerly portien of the east corner of the forest. While the platoon
07 Vice Sergeent Major Mau, which had wheoled around the forest edge,
mainteined itself in close touch with a platoon of the 12th Compeny which
had moved into the line to the lefy of the 10th Company, the mein forces
o7 the 11th Company withdrsw, peris even reaching the railway embankment.
The command of the two noncommissioned officers end 20 men with a light
nachine gon, holding the corner of the forest to the southeast, to the
right of the 6tk Company, wes agsumed at fiyst by the cautious and enor-
gotic Corporel Klinghoff. The gep et thé ' northorly and at the two eagi=
erly corners of the forest could not be closed during the day, but on the
othor hand, the enemy also did not try to atinek from his elevabted position.
The Oth Grenadier Regs. purposed to drive the enemy on the evening from
the southens’ pertion of the Bourlon foresi. To this end, the 5th and 7th
Company were t0 be relioved to the west of Foniaine, by Reserve Infantry
, Rogiment No, 46 of the 119%h Infenbry Division, and were then to form up
™3 pear of the 9th and 10th Company o lounch an attack at 9 p.wm. The lot
Bettalion, with all aveileble meons, was directed to clear the English.posi-
tion at thae southwest edge of the forest.: :

The 3d Guard Infantry Division, ot 1:20 p.m., on Novewber 24, placed
the 3d Bettalion, Guard Fasilier Regb. ot the disposition of the Brigade
and ordered it to march at once to Bourlon, The Brigade Commender, Gemeral
Veidner, placced the bebitalion under the orders of the comnander of the 9th
Orenadisr Regb., which the latter was to employ for estebliching a line to
ve distributed in depth in the foresit, Soon afterwards the Guard Division
algo gave up the lst Batialion of Cuard Fusilier Regt., which the Brigade
Commandor kept in readiness along the railway embankment northeest of Bour-

_.lon, thisbscause, further informaetion were recoived in the meantims, which
looked as ii the enemy was about to lanach another attack. Karching columns
of the enemy were observed alreecdy during tho forvenoon of Hovauber 24, on
+he road of Bapaumo in direction of Cambyrai, The 214th Infentry Bripade

-igsuod informetion at 1:15 p.m., "that in the space Graincourt-Anneun and

_ road leading te Cambrai, 30 tanks and strong cavelry forces of the enemy
were prosent. To engege these tenks, Gaplaln Baron von Richthofen apcended
with thirty atiack planes,

(Mops:  According to o report of the Group commander for antiair-

crafs, 155 hostile asroplanes were sighted on November 24th,
29 of vhich were engagsd.) '

Ths 63h Cuard Infeniry Brigade received & report from Colonel von
Pacnynski, b 4130 porte, 0 the following: “Heavy hostile artillery fire
1zid apeinst Bourlon 2ad the tarrain in reer to the west. South edgo of
Bourlon occupied by weak forcap-~-~remnants of Infantry Reghb, No. 50 and
1t Battelion, Instructionsl Infanbry Regb., so that for the holding of
the position no guaranted can be promised.” A quarter of an hour later,
¥njor Horn, commonder of the 5th Guard Field Arty. Regl., reported thai
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Bourlon wes being surrounded by the enemy and that 2 strong Engligh ertile
lory end mechine=gun fire was belng placed on the village. The Guard Brigade
cormander now placed the 3d Battelien, Guard Fusilier Regt, at the disposi-
tion of the commander of the right sector, in case the enemy should attuck
the village, end the lst Batbalion of this regiment was now asgsigned to Gren-
edier Regh, No. 9. Shortly befors 5 p.m. the communder of Infentry Regl. Ho.
50, telsphoned that the snemy was edvencing under protection of the fog.
Gronmdier Rogt. Ho. 9 goon thereafter reportad that $he cormend post of hils
1st Bavtalion &b Moulin Coupes was boing fired upon with machine guns out of
Bourlon. A wounded corporal of the 3d Yachine Gun Company of the Cuard Fuoli-
jer Regh., sbeted that he hed met with inglish troopa at the rallway esbonk-
ment on the northeest edge of Bourlon. At 7:25 p.n. Gengral Masercker advis=-
ed the 214%th Division, that at sbout 6 pe.m. he hed received informetion thal
the enemy had enbered into the befogged village of Bourlon, Finelly at 7:50
pem., Colonel von Prezynski reported to the 6th Guard Brigade that tho enemy
had actually cccupied the villege. | . '
= ' % ‘ :

The leading eriicle of The London Times announced gs early as on Nov,
23 the following: "4 thip moment, the operation on the left flenk of our
combat front ottracts ths greatest attontion--~the battle hus not ended yat,
ite enbtire hexvest heg yebt to be gathered. Should the further and justifi-
able expoctetions be reziized, they can ectuslly change the vhole situation
on the wost fromb.” : ' ' v '

In foct, the events of Nov, 23 sustalnsd the confidence which the Brit-
"3sh people placed on the furbhey favarable development of the glorious Cem~
brai battle. Field Morshal Douglas Haig issued & special order on Hov. 24,
which began with the'following eentence; "The capture yesterday of the im-
pertans Bourlon pesition erowvms the extraordinery successful operation and
opena & wey for the greater philization of the adventeges already attained.”

The subject matier which followed, only referresd to the first half of
the Tfirst sentenco. Really, this order oxpresssd in the main his thenks to
the cormandors snd the troops of el) armg for the gallant performances ron-
dered during the past balile days. The oapture of tha Bourlon forest and
the entronce of the English forces inbto the village, gave ¢ouso for the ig-
gue 0f this ordor. Did this special order had i mind the termination of
 the bettle which begeun on Yove 207 The contents permits this question to be
answered in the affirmetive, for the thanks given General Byng and his eub~
ordinate shoifs, clesed with these wvords: "I conpgratulate you on the ekill
with which you prepared ond exscuted this operation end the splendid re-
eults which they achieved.” Of an appoal or encouragement not to relax in
_4he performances, or to contimie the fighting, no memtion is mede ob all,
Hore £lso it looks like a confirmabion of whah hes been previcusly stated
(8o peges 59 & 60). %hile in England grest thinga were hoped from this
bethle, the BEngiich coumander-in=-chis{ mpparently did no longer countonsncs
the realization of his wide-rsaching plang. The deciding day was Nove 2.
The progress on this day, brought the English command to the knowledge thad
the offensive initiated with greal expoctancies, had been thwerted.

At loast pioces of the important Bourlon position were taken on Nove
23, without the pogsession of which, the pituation of the English was ex-
tremely difficult if not impossible, yebt bofore this order of commendation
of the commonder-in-chief was received by the troovs, a part of +he Bourlon
fopest was token from the English and as far es the village of Bourlon was
concerned, only & gmall group maintained itoel? ot ond in the mapor house
up %o noon, being cut 0ff completely from their owa troope. hen derknesa
oat in on Hov. 23, ‘the forsst belonged to the English troops and on the
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| _gvening of Fov, 24, the embire village wez in their possession. But just ag
the English wers net long 4o remain in the forest, so siso only £ ghort par=
isd wes b0 olepse befere the sremy wes disledged frem dhe villege.

T4 wos the inbonbion of the English 40th Division (Lt.Gen. Ponsonby, com-
mending) o retoke the Bourlom position on Fov, 24, Diomeunted units of the
ist Dev.Division were 8itoched to the division te support this eetion, Susces-
‘ses worth vhile %0 be mentioned vere vob accomplished i the forest. Forces
of tho 131sh Brigade, eupseislly the 12th Babtalion Suffolk, reinforced by the
14th Bettelion, Bighlend Iight Inmfentry of the 120th Brigode, sssembled to ad-
vance through the noribwesierly part of the forsst and through the villags, to
win & Germen tysach position northeast of the village which the cneny consid-
ered to bo very styong, This advance which was ordered to tske plagce during
the forenocon, never developed owkside the forset dus io the German artillery
fiva. Afder @ heavy firing, including smoke shelling and uadsr the protsciion
of tanks, Enplish companien, at derknosgs, quickly gaipod the bollew to the ‘

- mouth of the villapgs, usinly by passing through the mosd emstsrly one of the
two suaken roads. Tho gep in the Gormen front here, was never closed,

(Nota: It h=s noh been possibde i ssceriedn why the 38 Ba., Ros.Ind.Regi.
To.88 did roh clozs Shy gap, by exberding ibs left flauk through tho in-
sorbion of itz 9th Company, which formsd the roseyve, end why those por-
tions of the lst and 3d Company, Inf.Regbt.fo.50 aad of the lsbt Compeny,
Trstruotional Inf,Regt,, located fto the west of ths mmnor payk, wers net

H 4 P - _ . . N
broushrt up for this purpose, VWhon Lt, Holzer rsported in person the miss-
—dng junchion doward the eisht, a promise wus made that a batbalion of the

Guard Fusilier Ragh. would sover the gap, In ovrder ©0 girengihien the weak
line on the southeast edge of the village, six guns of the mochine-gun .
gherpshooher detmchmeut Mo, 50, was ordered to proceed to that point atv
3150 p.f., but thay did nol wrrive at the destinabion., Flanlly at 63120
Dol., Col. vou Freiynski gave orders to the 34 Bn., Res.Inf,Rogh.Fo. 88, .
4o hlock the sunkan readn, and this oaly, afier the coupany commander

of the 4tk Company, Res.Inf.Regh.l75, had repsried the entry of the

encmy into “the maner housa, } '

The wook Goyten forees ot the sonbh-east edpe of the villaga, defended
themselyes for ssmeiime with success, but szt last they aleoc wore ntiocked fron
the flenk snd zucvs Under the lesadership of L, Holzer (34 Uo., Insiruetionsl
Inf.Regb.) ond Vice-Sergt.Mejor Kirsch (4th Co., Inf.Regt.No.Sos, the rerments

" pobronted to the railway stabion, while ILb. Hariwig, with 4 poncommigsioned
officsrs cnd 15 Pionseeys of the 3d Co., Hes.Pionser Regb.lo. 23, withdrew to
the essh exit of the village., ¥ven uvhile the Germsn fire lay on the panor
house, the eneny entered the letter from the center of the village. The 4th
Co. of the 175tk Inf.Bepgb. aoting as the sector reserve, was present at this

" plage, Ity compony comsundér raported ai 6 p.n., that the major pert of his
ren wers surpriced in the cellars. Just =s on the previcus day, the eneuy
puched shead from The west exlt of the village ond caught the lst Co., Ingtruce
zional Inf.Regb. in the flank. Sergi. Weshphal quickly engaged the snemy with

" hand grensdes while the company commander enterod twn light wachius guns on the
endanpered flamk, Further to the south with front against the southwaot PO
4ion of the mavor park, mon of the 24 Uo., Inf.Regh.No. 50, also participated
in the fighling, 0f the 3d Bn,, Heo.Int.Regt.No.B8, only the most extremply
loft flank was affected by thip atbock, the machine gums dug in by the 12k
Ch, wnd obbuined good results against tha tapks. Tank "I 56 was destroysd.
But the encireling of the st fo., Instructionel Inf.Ragi., Deceme more and
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more threatening snd the ammunition more scmree. IDua t¢ darknoss, it
could not be ascorteined if sironger forces had advanced furthor In
the dirpection of Saing=-lez Marquion or against the rear of the neigh-
boring troops posted with front to the gouth. TFor this reason the
company commander sent out a patrol, Vhen afier assveral houra thig
patrol failed to raturn, Vice=Sergeant Major Geschke with Private
Rosner, veluntesred to deliver the report of the oritical sijuation.
" The secot comnander, Cepiain Schonfeldt, elso sent out o patrol
to establich comtact, The latbier proceedad from the railway embank-
- pent arouad the north edge of the village as fer as the abandoned
commend post of the lat Battelion, Infantry Regh. NWo. 50, close to
and to the south of the road Bourlow-Sains~leg larquion, wherse 3%
met with o food-carrying party of the lst Company, Instinctional
Infantry Rogl., who reported that some of the men of thelr party
haed been ceptured by English soldiers, at the west exit of the
village., Thae pabrol, upon its reburn nt 7:40 p.m., reported that
judging from light bell sipgnals, German troops were located to the
vest of the menor-park, ‘

While English forces ssiablished thempelves at the wesi end
northwest enit of the villape, the 14th Battelion Highland Light
. Infantry, pushed forward in dirsction of the rallway depot.

Uhen the 3d Batielion, Guard Fusilier Regh., was placsed under
the orders of the commander of Infantry Regi. No, 50, the batiole
jon cormmnder moved his batialion to the command post of the
latter regiment, as directed. This command post was now sel up
sbout 1,200 meters t¢ the northwest of the reilway depot, near
4the railwvay embenkmenb. The movement o the right wns accomplished
et 6:15 p.m. The 3d:lachine Gun Company marched along the embark=
nent end while passing the baitersd railway depot building, vas
caught by the fire of the English mochine gune dischargsd ot

" clpge ronge. ring an atbompt to cepturs the hostile machine
guns by espeult, the Germen machine gun gomsander, Lioutenant
. “"Heberlend, was killed. TFour machine puus arrived at the battal-
ion by B pafe, the cther puns hold the yailway line to the north=-
west of the depot. .

(Hote: IMen of the 50th and lst Babtalion, Infantry Regta.
e ' Yo. 175, were ascermbled abt Houlin Ceupez and posted

%0 bloek the road leading to Haynecourt. ' In plece
of the remainder of the 3d Batitalion, Instruciional
Infantry Regt., Lientenant Ystrom with o debachmend,
assuned the securiiy ageinst the railwoy depot. The
ist Baptalion Infantry Regi. Mo. 175, was ordered on
the evening of Iovember 24, to merch back to the
36+th Infentry Division,

Iosses: 11 killed, 29 wounded, 116 missing.)



In the meantime, Colonel von Paczynski had igsued orders to
recepbure the village of Bourlon. To ihis end, the 34 Battalion,
Guard Fusilier Begt., sent ocut three patrols at 6:45 p.m., 0
reconnoitor the roads leading to the village from the weost and
rorth, The patrols of the 1ith and 12th Compeniss met with a
strong onemy on the wegberly north ontrance of the villags.
The perty of the 10th Compeny, advancing on the easterly one of
the two roads to the north, got into an English werching column
in the villuge and with the excoption of one men, was capiured.
This mon got bock to hip batdelion end roported what had happen-
ed, At 8:15 p.m., Colonel von Pecsynski transmitted tho follow=
ing order of the 6th Guard Infentry Brigade: "The 3d Baitalion,
Guard Fusillior Regiment will enter Bourlon from the mnorth with-
out firing end will iske the village with the bayonet. The lot
Battalion of this reglment will enter the village from the
. pagt in a like mamner.” It wap sboul one hour afier this,

that the 3d Battalion launched ite adtack. A henvy tagk secmed
to confraont ile '

~ The 1lst Battalion, Guard Fusilier Regb., assembled at ebout
1t Kme, to the northeast of Bourlon and soon after 4 p.m, re-
ceived orders from the commander of Grenadier Regt. Ho. 9, to
move up two compenies in reur of the front of the 2d Battalien,
Instructional Infentry Hegh. The battalion commandoer, Major
von Delius, designated the 2d and 4%h Compeny and pleced both
under cormand of Lieuteonant Klotz, the commander of the 4th
Companye. Tho lavter informed the companiss thet the foremost
lino of the 3d Battalion, Instruetionnl Infantry Regt. extended
from the northmost point of the road-triangle elong the road to
Bourlon. Shortly before the rsceipt of this informetion, the
battalion commender was directed by the commanding officer of
renadier Reght. Wo. 8, Yo oceupy the east edge of the village
cormencing from the railway depot, and from this position 1o
send out petrols te cleor up the situaition in Bourlen, it being
T yumored theb the Bnglish hed entored the twon apein. He wes
glso edvised thet orders would issue later for the battalion
yo atteck, jointly with the Fusilier Battelion, the enemy
located in the village and then to occupy the south edge of the
villape. At B110 peme, Hajor von Deolius ordered Licutensut Klotz
to ascertain the point at which the foremost line of the 3d
Bettdlion, Instructionel Infanbry Regh., would leave the forest
to the southsast of Bourlon and ‘then to occupy tho east edge
of the village from thet podub, on o fromt of about 80O meters.
The lst Company of the battalion wag to march to the railwey
depot and with ibe left flank sesk to gain condact with the
24 and 4th company. Soon afier this e Brigade order arrived
girecting Hajor von Delius to assume cormand of the 3¢ and lst
Batdalions, Guard Fusilier Regt., and with thege two betitelions
to teke possession of Bourlon, Hajor Deliws al 8:45 p.m. sent
the necesoary details for the assembly to the 3d Battelion,
but the time for the attack was to be ordered later on. However,
this order only reeched the baltbalion when it was already advence
inge
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November 26th and 27th.

pmander ©f the Guard Fusilier Repiment, relieved Colonel von

Pacgynski of the comand of that part of the 3d Guerd Infantry Division,
located in the west portion of its sector on the evening of November 25th.
Infantry Regiment Mo« 50, rejoined the 214th Infantry Division and took
up quarters in Epinoy, Fressies and Fechain.

(WOTHE:

The losses of Infantry Regiment No. 50, werc as follows:
1st Battalion.--¥illed 51, wounded 103, missing 49.
2nd Battalion--=¥illed 11, wounded 35, missing 12,
ord Battalion~-~¥illed 15, wounded 56, missing 407).

Besides his own regiment (Guard Fusiliers) Colonel Count v.d. Schulenburg,
had under his command @lgso the 34 Battalion, Infaniry Regirent Ho. 88,
and its sector to the southyest of the village of Bourlon, and as a reserve,
the 1st Battalion of this regiwvent. Of this latter battulion, a company
was inserted on the inner flanls of the 3d Battalion, Reserve Infentry
Regiment Wo. 88 and 54 Battalion, Guard Fusilier Regiment, instead of  the
1st Company, Instructional Infantry Reziment. To block tre south exit of
the village, through uwhich the Znglish tanks passed on Nowvember 23d, two
cuns of the bth Badbery, Cuard rield Artillery Regiment Wo. 5, were dug
in, in the vicinlty of the manor park. The lst Company, Pionesr Regiment
Yol 28, wuas employed to preparc defensive works for the village and to
econstruct tank traps. ‘

4s soon as the situation would permit, the Instructional Infaniry
Regiment was to be withdrawn by the commemer of the Guard Infantry Brigade.
The eomnander of this Tegiment was to form from the combatable parts of
nis resiment one battalion and to assemble the remoinder in Sailly-Reillen-
court. The lst Bottalion Tormed one company under the cormand of Lieutenant
varienthal, it was assigned (150 rifles strong) to the 3d Battalion to
reinforce the rearwerd line along the rai luay embankment to the east of ‘

Zourlon.

-

of the 2¢ Battalion, only the ¢th and 8th compsny arrived at the

assembly place indicated, ond then only during the night from November 26%h

to 27th.

The rest remained in the sector of the 2d Battalion, Guard

. Tisilier Regiment.

{noTa:

Tosses of the Instructional Infantry Regiment from
Hovember 234 to 26%th:

1st Battal}on---ﬁilled 25, wounded 85, missing 52.
P2 - o P i ; & s

2nd Battalion fllled 28, vwounded 100, missing 8.

spd Battalion---Killea

11, woundad 78, missing 126.
The casualty 1ists for November 27, contained the following
numbers: : .
1st Battelion-~-Iilled 0, wounded 14, missing 1.
2nd Battalion--~Eilled 3, y;ounded 14, missing 10.
Brd Battulion-~-Killed 1, younded 30, missing 9.).

Shortly after midnight, early on November 26, the 3d Guard Infentry° Divi-
sion made known, that according to statements made by prisoners, the 40th
imglish Division was a$h?u§ted and that preswmably it would be relieved
by the English Guard DIvision during this night. “It seems probable,
that & great number ol tapks observed on Hovember 25th, at Gfaincourt,
(40 in all), may be br?ugﬁt Torwerd during darkness to attad: at dawn of
day i th the newly assigned Guard Division agsinst the Cerman front.”

Due to this, the Hwo bﬂtﬁal?ons of the Depot Reserve Infantry Regiment
Ho, 1, were directed t0 arrive by §:00 a.,m. in the vicinity of the
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railyay station. powrlon and place themselves at the disposal of the
6th Guard Infantry Brigade.

The statements made by the Inglish prisoners were correct in so far
as they referred to $he relief of treops, for during the night fiom November
25/26, the changes were mide in {ront of the 3d Guard Infantry Division.
The repoated aszoulls -Against the village and the forest of Boulon caused
heavy losses to the 40th English Division. . According to Doyle "The British
Campaign in France and Flanders 1917", this division during the short
period of its fightlng, lost 172 officers amd over 3,000 men. DBut the
division was relieved by the 62nd hnglish Division, the troops of vhich
had only spent & few rest days near Havrincourt, mrtly in the forest
in tents and sheds. The German Group Caudry, ascertuined through an,
intercepted wireless messags, that the Znglish Guard Division had relieved
the 5lst Pnglish Division in the region of Tontains. Of course there
was every indication that for the support of the 40th English Divisidn,
o few battalions of the Enplish Guard Division were inserted in the owlon
Forest, already on November 251, ‘

o ¥now already from the portrayal of the fig ting at Fontul ne-lotre-
Dsme, thet the Emlish command wished o make another attampt to cepture
Tontaine and Bouwrlon Village and to take possession of the whole Bourlon

" ridge on Hovember A7th. Thus the attack anticipated on Noveuber 26th,

agoins t Bourlon, just as the one ageinst Fontaimne, did not materidlize.

The forsnoon espscially, affer the nightly fighting ceased on the left

and elso on the Tight Tlanks of the Fusilier and 9th Grensdier Regiments,
remaiped unusually aqulet. Due Ho the instructions to withdraw all the
battalions of the 21st Reserve Division and the 24 Battalion, Instructional
Infantry Regiment, as well as the change made in the sector bounderies, '
Colonel v.d. Schulenburg, ordered that on the cvening the lst Battalion,
Guard Fusilier Reglment should expand further $o the left, the 2d Battal-

- pon, after relief, was 0 replace the 5d Battalion, Reserve Infantry

‘Rérimont Ho. €8, southwest of Bourlon., Of Grenadier Regiment/Ho. ©, the
1st battalion had 0 0CCUDY & part of the positions held by the inter-

_miked 24 Battalion Guard Fusilier and 24 Battulion, Instructional Infantry

Romiments. CGuarding 2geinst too groat on expansion of the lst. Battalion,
the 23 Fusilier Battalion had to talke over the flank o the 1lst Battalion.
This regrouping however was still wnier way, when at 7:30 puan., the encuy's
patrols endeuvored To establish contact at numerous points. Barrege and
_destructive fire wexre asked for, During a short period, the srtillery
combat became very inisnse. A lavge, but only temporary advantage was
obtoined by the ensnmy i§~?he sector of the 24 Battalion, Guard Fusilier
Repivent; the cause of ;n%s.to 8 zsreat extent was due to the feet, that
the Cerman artiilery Tircd tco short af qifferent points in front of the
apctor. The front line withdrew here from 200 to 300 metres. Yet before
the reserve company could participate in the cambat, the 0ld line was
occupied again. ‘ '

According to the reports vhich at first arrived ab Brigade Headgquariers
the ersmy's advance had efiected « mueh greater suceess.

-
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(HOTE: The incorrect informai on sent by the 6%h Guard Infantry

Brigade to lajor Horn, the commznder of the Field Art llery
Group, that the lst and 24 Batialion, Cuard Fusilier Regi-
ment were rebiring at 7:58 p.m., s«nd the repart of Lieut.
uhller of the lst compeany, CGrenadicr Regiwent Ho. 9, at
8:20 p.n., located in the firing vosition of the 24 Battery,

5th Guard Field Artillery Regiment, that & part of the- ‘
infantry was captured and that the enemy had penetrated,
secus % have been the cause for laying the barrage too short).

Due to this succsess of the enamy, counter-attacis were started by Depot
Reserve Infantry Reglment Ho.l, (including also the lst Battalion at
Raillencourt). Besides, twc battalions of Reserve Infantry Heglment No.
60, were sent by the quickly alarmzd 22lst Infenbtry Division, to Sailly-

.. Raillencourt. when the battalions of tle Depot Teserve Infantry Regiment
Ho, 1, fell in for the counter-zitack, they ascertained that the situed on
was already restored. As further hostile attacks wore anticipeted, the
cormander of the 6th Guard Infantry Brigade, ordored: "24 Battaelion,
Guard Fusilier Reglient w11l not be relieved. Tor the relief of the 3d -
Battalion, Reserve Infantry Regiment No. 88, the 24 Battalion, Depot
Reserve Infanbtry Regiment No. 1, 1s placed at the disposal of the Guard
fusilisr Regiment.® Tie change in the two battalions was made shorily

af texr-midnight viithout difficulties. The 7th company of the 2d Rattalion,
Tepot Reserve Infantry Regiment assumed confact with the 9th company,
Cuard Fusilier Regiment, so that the lst company of Reserve I antry Regi-
ment No. 88, could rejoin its batbalion, which then was relieved to join
the 2lst Reserve Division.

Thus, during thie night, the last regiment of the 214th Infantry
Divial on was relieved and with it the change between the 214th Infantry
and the 21st Reserve Division was actually coasuvmmated which, according
tc the instructi ons of Grouwp Arras, should have boen accomplished 24
hours. carlier. _

(HWCTZ: Tield Artillery Resiwent No. 44, as well &s tbe reinforcement
Artillery, remained in their positions. Instead, Reserve Field Artillery
Resiment Ho. 81, was attached to the counter-attack division (2l4th).

It formed up a5 follows on Hovermber 26th: lst Battalion, in cobservation
position to the east of Marguion (a section efich of the 24 and &d/Battery,
! horse-drawn for combat against tenks), the 24 Battalion, in observatl on
position to the south of Baralle, the 34 Battalion, in Abancourt).
Inféhtry Reglmgnt 458, reported its losses from Hovember 21st to 27th, as
follows: Otficers, killed 3, wounded 2, missing 1; Nonconmissioned
officers and men. killed 65, wurded 204, missing 55,

The loft boundary of the 34 Reglmentzl sector (Reserve Infuntry Regiment
No. 88) of the 21lst Reserve Division, was now located vhere the road lead-
ing Trom the Anneux chapel through thie sunken road joins towards Mocuvres
end erosses over the ridge. IFrom this point the line in the sector of the
Guard Fusilier Regiment passed to the northeast towerds tre south édge of
the manor park and thon stretehed with but little deviad ons in a general.
easterly direction through the village and forest, direetly to the south:
of the northmest point of and vassing by the road-triangle. Close fc |
the cast of this road-web, the comnand zone of Gremadier Reglment Io. 9,
cormenced, 'The 2d Battalion, Depot Reserve In' antry Regiment Ho. X, had
AN

i

;”
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kept in reserve the 6th campany in rear of the left flank, the 34 Bat-

talion, Guard Fusilier Repiment, its 12%th company in the manor park, the

lst Battalion of the reapiment, its 1lst comp&ny at the east exit of the
village and the 2¢& Batvtalion of the regiment, its 7th company close io

and noxrth of the Torest. . B -

(NOT5: At the railvay embankuent, 1 lm., to the east of the railway
station Bourlon, stood Captain Potel with the remainder of
the &d Battalion, Instructional Infentry Reghmnt, rein-

, forced by the company commanded by Lisut. Marienthed).

The Od Battallon, BDepot Reserve Infantry Reziment Mo. 1, was directed

by the commanier of the Guerd Fusilier Reglment to place itself in readiness

0% the railway embankment to the north of the village and to the wesi of

the church, in the sewe way as the lst Batitalion, Reserve Iif anbry Regiment

Ho. 88, TFor the protection and blocking of the streets in Bourlon, the

5d Company, Machine Gun Marksman Battalion, Ho. 12, was designated. The

nims guns of the 2d commany of this battalion, were after arrival to be .

- employed in rear of the front of Grenadier Regiment Ho. 9.

The 1lst Battalion, Depot Reserve Infantry Regiment No. 1, located at
the reilvway embanlment to the north of the forest, served as a ressrve for
Grenadier Reglment HWo. 9. Due to the advance of the enemy’s patrols on
the late evening of Iovember 26th and the regrouping of the German Torees,
going on a2t that time, soie considerable confusion occurred on %hs right
Tlank of CGrenedier Regiment No. 9. In their morning reports, the lst and
3d Batteries, Grenadier Regiment No. 9, made the staterent, though without
giving the details, that the situvat on and contacts had been restored.

The 5th apd 7%} conpanies were inserted on the left flank of the lst
Battalion, which for its own part had to assume charge of a portion of

the position of the 2d Battalion, Guard Fusilier Regiment (6th company,
Instructional Infantry Regiment). Becfiuse Reserve Infantry Repgiment

No. 46 of the 119th Infantry Division had expanded as far as the send pis%,
as directed, and $hat therefore the 8th compeny could replsce the 6th
company northwest of Fontalne, the latter entered the noritheast porton
of the forest. But a connsction with the 1lth company at the eust edge of
the -forest was established only through senirics and psirols by the Bth
ecmpany, which faet was roported by its company cormander. OF the course
of the foremost line of the Grenadier Regiment in the forest, positive
information could not be obtained, not even through the reports which
arrived during the night ¥rom Hovember 26th to 27th. Bub it could be
 assuaed with considerable lilelihood, that the main forces were now
located on a general southwestsrly front in rear of and close %o the road
leading from Bourlon to Fontaine. The left flank then turned back to
along the east edpge cof the forest.

(NOTZ: The comsafding officer, 24 Battalion, Crenadisr Regiment

No. 9, upon orders of the Regivental cormander, received at
9:00 peam., shus after receipt of informatlion of the English
advances, directed his 5%h and 7th company, 50 march ot
Tirst in rear of the right flank of the lat Hatitalion and to
participate in any counter~atiack to be launched, In the
written order the right flank of the lst 3attalion Grenadier
Regiment No. 8, was stated to bs "sovewhal south of number
100, %o the east of Bourlon." According to a report of
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Lieut. Keiper from the northeast edge of the forest, the two
companiss were located at this time in rear of the Yth company,
about 150 metrss %o the right and ahead of the Gth compeny.
The cormandsr of the 2d Battalion, Guard Fusilicre Regiment :
throuch personal reconnoiterirg on November 26th {See page 260),
established the location.of the right flank of the lst Bat-
talion, Grenadier Regiment No. ( (4th company), ss having con-
nections with the oth company, Instrueiional Infantry Regiment
to the southeust of the northmost peint of the road triangle, -
but to the eust of the road Bourlon-F¥onbelne. fhe lst Battalion,
Grenadier Reaiment o, 9, also reported ab 2:30 p.m., that it
had contact to the right with tho 6th company, Inatructionzl
Infontry Regimsnt. According to & repord of Mujor wvon Esebeck,
the latter menbicuned company was relieved at B:30 am., on
Hovenber 27th, by & company of tho lsi Batdallon, Gronadicy
Kegiment Wo. 9, These reporis confizm the assumption mentlomed
rezarding the location of the frombt line, at least on the right
Plank. The statomonts in the texb and the marks on the situaiion
pop in the wor diary of Grensdier Regiment HNo. 9, though oppose
this assunpslon. The events on the evening of Hovember 26%h,
are supplemented by the following postseripd: "Ouwr heavy wriillery
n loying its burrege, just ss it did on Hevember 24%h, fired
this day into the lst Battalion of Grenadisr Regiment Ho. 9, and
shose parts of the regiment located in the curve towards the
south, causing heavy lossss.® Yet the totel lessus of the 1lst
Battalion on Kovember 28t%h, counsisted only of 7 men wounded and
3 missing, while the 3d Babtalion had 3 killed and © wounged
{and Ywo wounded durlng the attack on the evening). Tho reporis
of the two hatialions contain no facts which would help to form
proofs. The 54 Batbelion even emphasized, that the barrage,
requested through flere signals, was very well placeds The
situdtion mep of the eurly wmorning of Hovember 27, givee the
following pleture: Adjoining Instructional Infantry Regirent %c
the south of Bowrlon (thus from 500 fo 500 ue tres in frent of
the =4 Battalion, Cuard Fusilier Negiment), the lst Battelion,
Grenadier Reglment No. §, with right f£lsnk sl il to the south of
the westerly point of the rozd itriangle; teft flank scomewhat
near the northorn south road and further on the 5th, 7ih, 9th,
10th, 13th =nd 1lih compenies in ay eusterly direction, then
nendin: back to the northeast, at the edge of the forest, where
the road leuding Trom Bourlon to Fontaline cones out of the
forest, Judging from these rerks, bhe conasctions with the
neishboring regirent must have bvoeen very imperfect. The Guard
Fusilier Regiment is not posted on the map at all. The locadl on
of the line as gstablished by Captain Tomms and whick, aceording
40 his statenent, he advised Major von Detben, apparently remuained
vnknoun at the Hoadquarters of the 9th (renadieor Regiment, located
at Sailly-Raillencourt. A% this time, only itwo companies of
the Instructional Infantry Regiment were posted in the front
line end at that in the sector of the Bd Battallon, Gusrd Fusilier
Regiment. If tho situation mxp is correct, then the whole of
the lst Batdtalion and the 5th and 7th companies of the 9th
Grenadiers, must bave been. posted about from 400 o 500 metres |
in front of the left flank of the lst and of the whole sectvor of'\
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the 2d Battallon, Gusrd Fusilier Regiment. Tinally two artillery
groups pleced barrage on the westerly half of the line defined

by the map mentioned, The sub-zriillery group Hackensen, 2lso
had hoen speclally direeted to lay its fire in the wide hollow,
through whick, os slleged, the foremoat line of the 1ls% Batial ion,
Grenadier Rezlment No. 9, passed.)

The regiments of the ¥d Guard Infantry Division were ordered W submit
a brief report on the evening of Hovember 26th, of the.cambat value of the
organizationg., Alter consolidating these reports the 6th Guard Infantry
Brigade reported bthe results as follows: "By the Guard Fusilier and 2th
(renzdier Regirents, despite of the fatigue and exertion of the men, the
combat value and Ifrage of mind zre good due o the successes attained.
The combat value of the Instruci onal Infantry Regiment, due to bengthy
euployment end heavy loasses, is wuch loyer.® The $d Guard Infantry Divi-
gion, prieor to 18 employment in the fipghling around Cembrai, hud twice
been brought into ection in Flanders and hod enjoyed only a fow rest days.
Axverienced coapany cormanders cod noncamissicrs d officers, el ther were
k¥illed or wounded and their absence proved very detrimental. The replace-
ments received by these regimoente shorily after fthe second Flunders action,
%o cover the neavy loesses, was very peoriy trairsd. The training of these
replacements within the regizents was prevenbed by the employment of the.
Divisicn at Bowrlon, ¢F couwrse the successes asttained by these regiments
and~especislly acknowledged by superior autherity in "lay Orders', had
enlivened %he sPirit of the men, but therse could be nc doubt that the
congtant cold and damp weather was diminishing this gpirit and the per-
Pormances of the men in a gresier moasure, Thus, the companding officer
of the Guerd Fusilier Resimsnt (Colonel Count von der Schulenburg) called
attention in his report that the reglment was suffering extremely, due to
the lack of sleep apd prodoction from the weather and that the gereral
avergge tranch strength of the battalions of his regiment, was reduced o
%13 men, inclusive of noncommissionsd officers. ‘fhe strength of the
battalions of the ¢th Grenodier Regiment at this time was greater by aboutb
50 men.
C{HOTE: . The combat sirengiths on Hovenber 2lst were as follows:
o 2d Rettalion, tward Fasilier Regiment, 14 officers, 747 men.
38 Batvalion, sarr repiment, 14 officers, 548 men.
24 pattallon, Grem dier Reglment No. €, 8% officers, 0OS1 men.
34 Battalion, swne regiment, 22 officers, 7U9 men.)

Docause the ensmy ol.so seemed poorly informed of the location of  their
cranost line in the Dourlon Powest, its artlllexry Tire against the posi-
tion of the 9th Grensdiers vas kevd wp only moderately, ot any rate it was

less by £or during cther major combsis.  Thus the losses, despite the
thrusts maede by the German trcops and the defensive netions against the
counter-atitacks of the encmy, were not so heavy., Bub the two following
messages indicate, thaobd the wevther condld ons and their consscquences
caused the weakening nnd sbatement of the mental and hodily recsistunce
power to a greater extent, than the difficult Torest fighting which mede
heavy demards on the nerves. Lieutvenant yendlandt reperted sarly on
November £7th as follows: "Losses during last twepty four hours none, sick
4 men. ith®*the presemt weather conditions the compeny must soon be velued
as exhausted, even without sustainins bloody losses. The men are dbeing
soaked througy by snow and rain almost every night, after which they must
squat in their dugouts during the whole day where in their wet clothing
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they almost turn inte ice, If we are % remain much lenger in this
vosition, I wrgentily request that at least a 1little more Urendy be furnished
the mon." This 6th cempiny had fought under very I avorable circumgtmees,
singe it came into the Tyoent line it had only 4 men wounded, Thus the
condi ticns by the main Toress, which since the ovening of November 23d,
had fought almost cortlnucusly im the forvest, wers not alile. The mes-
sage which the commnder of the 7ih eompany sent el 5:45 a.m., on Hovem-
ber 27, to the Hesdquarders of the 24 Batsalion, therefove wus well Pounded,
when lLieut. EKelse mrote: "As the senlor olfficer of the front line at this
time, I oconsider it »y duty, uwpon the request of all cancerned as well as
my own convieddon, %6 report es follows: tome of the compunies of the
regiment, have suffered badly and are in very pocr shapss. The lst, Bth
end 78h companies wnd the companies of the 2d Rattalion, 9th Grencdiers,
so far have attacked svery night and alsc et noon on the auy before yoster-
day, or have repulsed the atiacks of the ememy. Through this and espeeially
through the bad shelter and weather conditions, the leoaders end their men
are so gxhausbed e {f they ere not relieved by this evening, I cmnot
be responsible for my own campany, although they mre all present except
$he wounded. The men have not slept for four nights while their nerves
and steain have deen plased under $he uimost demands. The company lnd to
changs its position and dig in anew overy night. The men are in such &
bodily and moral state es T huve never experienced herevtofore. I lnow vary
woll, what the regimantal commander thinks of sueh @ report, but I w fully
conscious of my responsibility in submitting this report. Dus sz the
honer of the regicent will be imvclved in ouse of & torrein loes, I feel it
wy duty to meke this report.
(nerE: This report resched battalion headguarters at €135 auam.,
the one of the 9%h canpany at 6145 a.m. The commander of
UGrenadior Regiment No. 9, cxpresszed the caabat value of his
men as very good in his report to Brigede Headguarters
although he did state that the straining power of the men
would soon slacken, duse to¢ the uninterrupled fighting and
the lack of proper shelter and the constant cowld weatler.
Yor this reason, licjor Seelhorst also deemed it nocessary
to recomend $he early relief of the reimnt)e

But befors the resiments were withdrawn they hnd to uniergo mother
najor sombat day. The attack of the Emglish 634 and Guard Divisions was
directed agalnst the froat Bouwrlon-Fontaine, both divislons being supported
Py numerous faks. The onemy solected the same hour for the begiuning of
$ie proparation as hw did on the first day of the battle, November 20th.
The attack was antid pated by the Corman commands The heedquarters and
$he Ywo Dattalions of Ressrve Infantry Regiment No. 80, were ordered
to b in readiness comencing with 7:00 same Under instruction of Group
Avpas, the whole wrdl llary wse to fire seversl sn:ihilating fire waves at
< 7115 a.me (32 $he artillery adviser, sinoe November 25th, Licutenant
Colonel von Botzheim, Baverisn Artillery Commander No. 15, was now on duty
at Corps (Group) Headquarters.

Owr fire had hordly opened when the ereny's artillery prepacrad on
started. It was very strong bubt only of short duratdon. The German
batteries enswered with & heavy harassing fime on the barpage aree ond
soon afterwards, wpon request, changed to the barrage. The Bourlon forest
wae befoged by the imglish, and their shells dropped deeply imto the rear
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area., The poSit n of ths 5%h Bastery, Reserve Foot Artillery Repiment
Wo. 16, located ¢ e we axit of fallly mrsceived gas. The placing out
af cCuiUn of guns ab the batteries equlp;ad with f1ela gans 16 was very hurt-
ful. On this subject, Lisujenant T ;uls"pn ef the 9th Batiery, Fleld
Ardillery Regiment ¥Heo. 63, wrote as follows: *I observed from the tower of
the chureh at ste. Olles Soon efter the Wiring penad, a report was received
that two guns were Dlaced ocub of action. Shor#ly efterwards the two oiher
guns_were no longer fi% Zoy firing. Iy all these guns, the compensatinmg
gear of the striker In the breech wechapism had sprung out. The spare parts
e used up, I had four new perfect guns in the posltion end the gunners
sere enyious o fire viih thewm, new thougk, these sunners were doomed to
stard longeide of thelir suns ss mute “”“uﬂtG¢uo LOur eampetent artificer
did everything possible to repsir the dsmage out/%ﬁ'purprneo In =y opinion,
shared by the ertificer and gun comauders, the rew amranltion replacement
was at feult, apparemily the powder chavgs was oo strong.t So far as this
488 possible, the 2P liery cormander tried to cOver the barrage area of
all the botheries vhoce guns were sc placed oud of action, through the
wrbillsry of the second lins, :

;

After %vtc Zof ep hour, Inglish tanks and infanbry attecked. The
first report received at the headouerters ofithe 8th Guar& Infantry Drigade,
from the front, cams frow e jer von Delivs {lat Zattalion, Guard Fusilier
Regimant), stating that the enomy had penetrated at the left flank company
of Ris Lot Ravttalion, fuard Pusilier 1cﬂ1mcni and that Germen trecops had

.
J
]

e6n scen running oud of tho foroqu. Brizade headguerdors, ok 9:10 Giellla
sent the Tollowing orieniztion o Division Hsadqueriers: "Lar@c forces
retreating oub of Fonteine towsrd Szilly-Raillencourt. Heserve Iulantry
Ragiment Wo. 80, ordered te launch counter-atiack with two Dattalions .

Colonel Schulenburg at 9:00 a.m., observed rearwerd wovements of Infantry

out of the QQHrTon Torest towards Szilly-Railiencourd which, halted by
Major von Delius, advanced ugain anu are now proparing the railwsy embanke
vent for the defence. Aprarently, the Bourlon Forest hos not besn lost
cumpletely, fnslish artillery isc si1ll firing on it. Reseward novenments
from Fontaine snd to the weosd tLGLGOP" There sme no doubt of the serious-
ness of the situat on at Ghe rupnrium eoxnand., 1% looked very much as if
the enemy would succeed in breaidng through on this da The commander of
the 9th Grenadier Regiment at 8:20 a.1. roceived inxcrna ion from its 3d
and Llst Batialion, that his 4roops were retreaiing out of the northeast edge
of the Bourlon ?orest. Ten minvtes later he ordered the lst Battalion,
Deret Reserve InTantry Regiment XNo. 1, o counisr-atiack immediately in a
southerly direction with laft flank ab the cast odge of the Torest and o

» o

¢ all the reotreating Gemoan units. Yhis batial ion though had
already seen the ylelding of the Toremost (Germen line and placed its fire
on the Taglich trocops whidy appeared in the hoilow at the northera edge of
the forest. .

The companies of Grepedior Reglment No. 9, were able ta repulse the
Tiret frowdal ibrust of the eremy, bul the maln pressure of the Emnplish
attack lay outside of the Beurlon forost, where the benks found & more
Tavorgble %errain. Besides, thore was a pogsibility 1o envelops in this
menner the German forces in the wooled terrsin. Numeyous tanks Tollowed
elosely by Inglish Guard bsttalions, guickly penotrated the German frond
betwcen the forest and Fonteins in which space there was a gap. Strom
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stochmends turned quickly %o $he west and attacked the main forees o
wenedier Regiment in the Ilanlk and vear. The Bth company, just as the
ight Tlank of Reserve Infantry Regiment!No. 46, was uneble to hold its
ground egainst the enely's superiority and outflanking movement, i arranged
iiself for the defence along the roilway embankuent and, when through the
genersl pell-mell, 2 portion of this embankment close %o and northuest of
wontaine, was lost, i¥ arranged itself for the defence in the sunkea read
1eading $o Raillencour®., The erew of the anti-tenk gun of the 8%th Batiery,
Tield Artillery Regiwent {o. 63, covmanded by Gorporal Bauscher, staiion in
¥ontaine, defended itsell brovely, but the gun had to be ebandoned, and the
one of the 119%th Infantry Division also, Soon after this, ths othor gun

of the 8%h Battery, locaded atb the northuest exit of tha village also

€211 into the hand of the enemy.’ :

)
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The Crepadiers located in the Bourlon Forest fought with all available
heans against the eneny who noy appeared in the flank and rear. The 6tk
 company wheeled %0 the eact. The 10%h company defended itself snocessfully
cor some Hime at the exit of the road out of the Torest leading from Rourlon:
30 Tontaine, desplte the over stronger groving danger from the rear. The
company did notv give up its position wntll the tanks had foreed thelr way
over this road toward Bourlon. The resistance power of the Grenadlers was
shausnted ars the companies retroated in the direction of the rai lyay
smbanlment. Lue to %the wooded condition of the terrain and of Tthe fog,
large bedies were able o cscape capture. Yet, individual platoons and
smaller groups were Trequently surrounded by the eneny, an escape seemed
impoasible despite the most stulborn résistance, Several determined
leaders though did not loosc hope and they forced the ‘eremy?s ring with the
bayoneti. gorporel Dummer of the 84 Machine Gun Company sie ceeded in
breakinz through vith his machine gun, end a few detechmem s even brought
Znglish prisomIs %o the vear. On the other hani, the commanders of the
114h apd 12th company and a portion of their cumpanies, were surrounded by
the enemy end marched off as prisorers. As thore was hope, that our line
connecting to the yight wight still be infact, these prisoner groups marched
touard the right without being molested by the accompanying Inglish soldier
who apparently was not familise with the terrain. ILieutenani Schicrholt
snetchad the rifle froa a corporal vho vwas coming out of the forest and
shot down the escording Bnglish soldier. On the way Ho the railway embank-
ment the conmendsr of the 12th company wus slipghtly woundad. Lieutenany
Rolling of the 1lth company also was able to esempe. What was left of the
9th Grenadiers arropged themselves ogein for the deferce along the rd lway
line. ' ‘

(70TE: Tosses of the lst Battalion:
On Novemnber 234 - Tilled 9, wounded G.
On Wovember 24th~ illed 6, wounded 12.
On Fovember 25%h- ¥illed 7, wounded S8.
On Movember 26%h- -= -, wounded 7, missing S.
0n Hovember 27th- Killed 1, wounded 14, missing 6.
The 24 Batbolion lost Trom November R3d to 27th:
willed 13, wounded 63, missing 156. Of thesc on the R¥th~
¥i1lled 4, wounded 28, missing 151.
The 5a Battalion lost from Hovember 23d - 30th:
Killed 38, wourded 78, missing 123. Of these on the 27ih
so far as knoym -
¥illed 4, wounded 6, missing 96.)
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But it was only & small fores, which reinforced the lst Battalion. Depot
Reserve Infantry Reglment Wo. 1, and parts of the 3d Battalion of Infaniry
Rezimant No. 46 (119%h Infantry bivision). MNony men, mostly uwithouwt arms,
were assembled in Sailly-Raillencourt and even further to the rear. Thus,
Lieutenant Xulcle reported: ™4th compeny was outflanked ¥his morning

. during the’/attack and also attacked from the rear. I was gble %o cut throuzh
" with a Tew men. 15 men, psrtly without equipment and arms have been assem=-
bled by me in Sancourt, I request orders whatv to do." :

Aecording to @ report of the lst Battalion, Crenauler Regiment No. ¢,
sent at ¢:15 a.m., (0 the Headgquarters of the regiment, Xnglish troops were
enirenching at that time at the elevated northeast edge of the forest.

This inforration was derived from Captain Totel, the commarder of the 3d
talion, Instructional Infanbry Regiment who at 9:20 a.m., reported in
detail to the commander of the 9th Grenadier Regimend. Fram this report anm

“%he accompanying sketeh, the latter also learned that the enemy occupied
the north edge of the Bourlon forest and that a tenk was halting in from
of the east exit of the village. Fortions of the 3d Battalion, of the

I tructional Ini'an‘bry Regiment were noted on the sketch as loeated- in the
" sunken road, but in fthe main they were noted es along the railway embank-
ment to ithe left, rearvard.

. TForeses of the 24 Battalion, Guard Fusilier Regiment , especially of the
7%h Compsny, under Lisutenant Troppenz and the co:mander of the 8ih Company,
Licutenant Fohlmann, also srranged themselves for the defence in %his sunken
roed to the eest of Bourlon, while the rest of the troops which occcupied
the gesctor of the battalion, withdrew %o the railway eumbankment.

Just as Crenadicr Regiment Ho. 9, so tco the 2d Battallon, Gward
Fusilicr Regiment with the two companies of the 2d Battalion, Instruciional
Infantry Regiment repulsed the first attack of the eremy. After this
affair, tanks moved to the front over the forest rosds. An unsuccessful
attemmt was made to put these tanlks out of action with rifle and rachine
gun firve. The tanks in fact broke through and scattered the fromnt line.
In this left Tlank, strong hostile detachments slso appeared very aiickly.
Due t6 the invisibility in the forest and the artifieial fog, as well as
the fire from the flenk, the men became more and more confused and ran to
the rear. In addition, the battalion was very shors of officers. But in
the sector held by Captain Tarms, numsrous groups undsr competent leaders
defended themselves agalmt the onemy who popped up from cvery direetion.
Resistance squads especially, mussed around the machine guns. In the
reantime, the left flank of the lst Battalion was elso peretrated. Uhile
the major part of the 24 compuny, cennecting with the 4th company, held
their grounds, the 34 company gave way slor le and retreated to the reilway
embankment. The 13t coapany which launched a counter-atiack im: ediately,
ves unable to reach the lost position. ITnplish forces dug in, in the east
portion of the village and settled down in the large brick works, located
thereat. Major Commichau, stationed in Sailly-Raillencourd, ddVl ed the
headguarters of the 6th Guard Infantry Brigade, that he believed that the
participation of his dotachment in this battle {Regimental Headgquarters,
1st and 24 Battalions, Reserve Infantry Regiment Mo, 60,4 and 3d Battdlion, .
Field Artillery Regiment MNo. 273 ), would be of the r*rezn*éﬂ.a‘b consequence
for the situation as a whole, but that such participation of his forces
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for the restorstion of the situation, be left to hin., Thus, the Frigade
cormander, after receiving the report, thet the reilwey embanlment to the
northwest of Forbaine and to {the north of the ferest was sti11l being held
by Cerman forces, ordered at ¢:25 a.m., that the detachwent of liajor
Commichau should fall in for & counter-attack toword the southwest with
1te left Tlank aguinst the west edge of Fontaine. rut vhen Brigade heade-
qurrters received informatl on of the loss of the village of Fonbaine and
portions of the rallway embanicnent, Major Comichan was guickly directed
pot to move the left flank of his regiment past and beyond Tontaine, but
to launch the attack on tThe village proper.

"o replece this, cownter-attack group, placed at the disposal of the

33 quard Inf antry Division, the Group cowmrani sought to assemble immediately
the remainder of the 221t Infaniry Divisien, locoted in the villages to the
west of Iwuy.  The reports of the advance of the enemy out of ths Pourlon
vorest and from Fontaine sounded more and more threatening. Due o this,
Mujor General von Lo Chevullerie ordered at 9:50 a.m., the march off of

I:F andry Regiment o. 41, and the Headquarters and the 1lst and Bd Battalions,
vield Artillery Regiment Wo. 273, to Seilly. Colenel Rodig, the cormander
of the lst Depot Reserve Iif antry Brigede, wus %o hold these forces in
readiness as a group raserve, at that place.

{nors: ke 3d Bettalion Reoserve Infantry Regiment Fo. 60, ‘located in

L mi1loy, ready to march, did not receive orders from Regimental
Headanarters to march to Sailly, until 2:15 p.m., Phy this
battalion was not placed on the mareh earlier could not be
ascertaineds. Thus, for the time being, only a battalion of
Infantry Regiment No. 41, was assigned as o reserve to the
Covmanding Officer, Reserve Infantry Regiment No. 60; this
however did not participate. 1lst Battalion Field Artillery
Regiment Mo. 273, took up observation positions in the park
of Sapcourt, while the 24 Battalion was placed on the cvening
under ths orders of the Guard irtillery Commander No. Ga

- The 4wo Pioncey companies of the 22lst Division were assigned
%o the 54 Guerd Infentry Division for construction of defences,

o sinece the evening of Wovember 26th. The 2d Company, Resarve
Pioneer Regivent Ho. 22, assembled on Hovember 27, at the
command post of the Guard Fusilier Regiment wnd ot 3100 pelte
marehed to Bourlon and together with the lst Company, Iionecr

Repiment o. 28, constructed tank-traps. 1st Gompany, Pilonser
“
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cimen®io. 25, was pleced under the comwand of the Com-

zanding Officer, Pioneor Company No. 274; bqﬁh'gero assigmed
to the reserve of Grenadier Regimenmt Ho. 9; 2% Tirst ihey
marched at about 11:90 am., into the sunken read to the

N sputhwess of sailly-Raillencourt to the north of the rel lway

- embanlarent .

But orders had besn despatcied to the 214th Infantry Division, by telephons,

at about 10:00 a.m., %o hold the counter-attack units located in Sains-lez-

¥arquion and Farquion spd the maln body of the division, located in Hpinoy,

Sancourt, Bantigny, Abancourt and Iressles, in readiness to participate in

the battle. ' ’ '
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The COﬁmander of the 3@ Guard Infantry Division knew from the first

- message reeeived fram the front, from Major von Ielius, that the Inglish

attack nasg °lso directed av‘lnsu the Guard Fusilier Regiment. ¥ajor von

Deliue also conbinued o Lesp the superior cammands informed of the lztest
events uﬂOftly after lO'"O a.m., the Gth Guard Infantry Hrigede was
advised, that the 4th and 2d Company, was still posted at the southeast

edge of “the villﬂwc and $heot the railway amban}1~nt sast of the railwyey
station of Bowrlon w8 vecupied by the rest of the lst Battalion, Guard

Fusilior Regiment. In this seaoe report, wn‘or vor Delius stated: "The

33 BDattalion of the regiment holds its positicn at fhe fromt." Soon after=-
wards this was confirmed by a report of the 34 Fattulion. '

Before adveneing its tan lu, tbe English cormend - had consolidatea the
fire of numerous bLtLOrlaa ageirs ¥ Bourlon. "It was otill 4wilipht, it
erd espselally the £og and rain obstructed the sight. In the sunken road

L at uhe upper part of t;w cape, (southwest of Bourlon) a hump was sighted

which prew constantly higher. It wes the first of the advancing host le
tanks. Soon others Tolleowed. These tanks moved down from the heights
against the village of Rourlon."” Thus read the repart of Lieutenant

Menden, vho with a platcon of the lst Batiery, Field artillery Regiment

o, 44, took up 2 Position vhbout 800 metres to the west of Rourlon, to

the south of the road leading to Sains-lez-larquion., He assigned Vice-
Sergeant Major Brockhaus to the corwdand of the gun %o the left. EHEven the
Tirst shots kit their torgets. The offiecers of the anti-tenk guns of the

7tk Battery of the same regimegnt also recognized the tanks which wers

moving from the ridge to the west of fhe Torest and placed them under firc.
Ixesllend results were alzo obtzim d by a platoon of the 5th Battery, 5th
Guerd Fileld Ar#illery Regiment fraw the southwest part of the village. The
German losses through the strong hostile artillery firse though were also
heovy and men of the Guard Fusiliers had fo assist the pgunners in serving the
guns, o ' :

The most of the tanks wers downed before the front, through the excel-

lent firing with the f£ield guns./ The 2d Battalion, Depot Reserve Infantry
Regiment Wo. 1, and the Eusillcra also grected the tanks vith rifle amd
gun fire, v :hlle the companies of the 1st Battel ion, Reserve Infantry Regl~
meny Ho. B8, placed the tunks under a flanking fxre. Unly a few tamls
moved over the front line.

{NCTH®: The number of the tanks placed out of action cannot be given
correcitly on “ecount of the many contracdictions. The accounts of the
nwiber of tamks which went into action in this sector also were reporited
differently. The &1 Batvtalion, Gusrd Fusilier Regimen® reported "about
ten tanks.)™
Cuard Fusiliers of the 10th company as well as of tie 4%h company cliubed on
the tonks and rlod in veln to put them out of sction v th hand groncdes.
stuti-tenk guns which were forced to stop firing so as not to endanger its
own German troops, had to open fire again at certain plsces. Road vlockades
also stopped the forward movement of the tanks. Pwo tanks wers pubt out of

~setlon by two noncamuissioned officors of the 9th ccompany with tan ped

charges. Thus, the foremost line in this sector did not withdraw and now
ceused considerable lossed to tle assault detachments of the Hnglish 62nd
Division, which attacked in dense limes, Aeccording to an English description
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“the sifect of the Gommen barrage "was Prightful.” The #nglish inlfantry
was rejulsed and vetired. ieak English forces only ontered tne village
through the gaps made LY the fanks. A sergeant major of the 24 Dattel lon,
5th Yerk and Lancaster Resiment ol the 187%h Trigade, vwho participated
in this fight and who luber during the attack hattle was mede a prisoner
stated during his exomlnation: "Our men gol into & real infernal firs,
machine gun five fram every dirvsct on and hand grenades from the wondows.
The worst of it was thadt noi a single German could be seen, A house from
which we were fired upon, was taken by assault several times but always
founi smpty." The Guard Fusiliers and the maching guna of the marksman
detachment Ho., 12, took heavy tolla from the smeiny.  Counter attacks,
ineluding the one made by the 24 Batiaulion, Depot Reserve Infantry Regiment
Ho. 1, drove the scanty remnanis back. (The cesualities of the 24 Battalion
Dapot Reserve Infaotry Resiment Mo. 1, on November 27%h, were 24 killed

--and 32 wounded). ! "So¢n a pinister runor mpread through the front, that
han, Tum and other Provisions were siored in the tanks. These, vhite bread,
corned beef and other things vwors ouickly solzed after which they disappesred
in the hungry stomachs of the Tusiliers., The fighting, which took place
during a heavy pall, slackeuned at about 11:00 a.m. Places in the foremost
1ine which hod thinned in the fighting, were £illed by the 12+th company of

tho Quard Fusiliexr Regimwent, by orders of Capntein von Werthern.

‘J-
-

4L

received by Hajor von Delius, taat

position. Ile ordered a cuaunter-attack
of the 1st and 5d compeny, wo cover the gav formed between the 24 company
and the rest of the 24 Bettalicn in the sunksa road, The attack succeeded,
he brick-works 4t the ezst exit of Bourlor ncw remained the enly place
occupied by Iinglish forces. During this time, the ersmy made no further
attaeks against Cerman trcops in the sunken road. Phree tanks on the other
hand ran back into the forest due to the rapid fire of these weak German
forces. The 2d Battalion, Guard Fusilier Regiment reported &t 10:10 a.m.,
that i1t believed that for the present, the Faglish forces wers setislied
in,?ﬁssessing the forest.

_.The hostile atiuck toward the wesl hed not extended very much beyord
the  peint where the 24 Battulion, Depot Reserve Infantry Regiment No. 1,
was located having junetion with the Guerd TFusilier Regiment. In fivnt of
the loft Regimental sector of the neighboring divicion, weak attucis of the
enewpy were quickly repulsed. But the 2lst Reserve Division was informe
at about 10:00 a.me, that the enemy had entered the village of bourlon
yrith tanks. Thereupon it ordered its 4lst Reserve Brigade to bring up
roserves from Sains-leg-tisrquion cnd with them to protect the left flank,
These reasures though soon proeved to be unnecesssry. :

The Artillery Groups of the 34 Guard Infaniry Division, besides the
srbillery Liaison Cfficer prepzent by the battalions in the sector Bourlon
v 1lage, olso sent forward speceial officers patrols, hence the patrols vere
quickly advised of the successiul dofence of the village. The ertillery
liaison officers in the sector of Urenadier Regiment No. ¢, also made
every efTort to send reports to the rear. But the English forces made no
earnest attanmpts %o enlarge the points of penetration to the north of the
forest and ot Fontaine. The forest of Bourlon lay under the concentrated
fire of the CGerman artillery. ZLicutenant Schmitz of the 6th Batiery, Sth
Guard Field Artillery Regiment had reconnoitered a good observation post,
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~and he was able with his battery to lay fire on the ¥nglish Machine Gun
nests at the northeasterly forest point and aftersards also to five his
heavy batteries agoinst these itargets. ' i
(WoT8: Headquarters of the 24 Battalion and 5th Datbtery, Guard
¥igld Artillery Regiment served as the ammmition supply
group; in its wpleece a specially set up cosmand and shafs
under Captain Grirm assumed the cemmand of the artillery
e sub-group. Axmunition expendlture on November 27th, by
the 2d Batialion was 35,360 shots; by the lst Pettalion,
3,919 shofs, - The 24 Battalion, Resarve Foot Ariillery
Regirent Wo. 16, cncaged during tho afternocn the Battery
position by Creincourt. "It was noticed that several
English batteries tried to vithdraw from the German fire
threugh &n artificial fog.)

,{An effective engegerent ageinst the hostile occupstion of the border of
the Torest waus of araéat imporbance for bths German counter-attacks already
under way. ' -

Mojor Commichaw advenced hia two battalions of Reserve Infantyry Regi-
ment No. 60, Trom sheir polnts of assewbly e the south of Ralllencourt,
at 11340 aeme. 1In the chapter "Fontaine-fotre-Dane, it was pointed out,
that throvgh this counter-attack as well as the messures in the sector
of the 118th Infantry Division, the enemy firstly wous throwen over the
railyey embankeont and then deiven out of Fontaine with heavy losses.

The eomppander of Grenadior Regiment Ho. 9, issued orders, that oll units

in his sector, with the exception of the %wo Fionmeor cumpanles (Piomser

company Noe. £74 of the 3d Guerd Infantry Division and the lsty Compeny,

Reserve Plomser Regiment MNo. 25 of the 21lst Reserve Division), sheuld

participate in this attacl: movement. To the noxrthwest of Fonbeire, only

a vory sm2ll piecs of grouad could be recovered beyond the railway line

toward the Bourlon forest. Here, in the foremost line, was located mainly

the .1st Battalion, Depot Reserve Inf antry hegiwment No. 1, while on the
right flank of this battalion, o portion of the 3d Battalion, Infantry

Regiment Vo, 46, pariticipated in the atiack. The enemy rendered a stub-

born rosistance. Hunercus muchine guns were sed ap in the line by the

enginy and its eriillery answered the Germun counter-atiacks with a heavy

Pire, Hext, the 61hH Guard Brigade ordered the conmenders of all The

ssetors, that in the Turther atteck, the line 1 k., soubhwest of Bourlon

tc south edge of the Bowrlon forest must be reached. a

“"Bub a general Torwerd movement in the command zone of the 3d Guard
Infantry Division, Gid not $tske place. ©Cn the other hand, with the excep-
tion of 8 wesk thyust made by the Hnglish at 3:00 pem., sgeinst the 24
Battalion, Depot Reserve Infantry Hegiment Ko. 1, which wes quickly
repulsed, the emwy mide no eiforts, to repeat the attack sgainsi the

“village of Bourlon, or rotuke Fontaine which it hed just lost.

httention hns alrendy been ¢elled to the severe intermixbure of the
German units at Fontaine und the dirficulties in Vransmitiving orders,
these and the enemy's counter ackion prevenied Vhe further advance, The
objective of the two battalions, Reserve Infaniry Hepiment No. 60, as
ordered, was only the re-gaining of Fontaine, which was accomplished.
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Thus, the attack hed actually halted before the instructions for its pro-
cecution were received. S0 it came sbout that the eneny found tTime Yo

strengthen its linz. The C"ﬁwvxiforce: 1ocated to the northwest of Fontvaine,
gere Tar to Wﬁﬂh»vo underiaie an assack through the dirficuls wooded terrain
and there was 1ges no connecilon %o the right. Whon it became knosn that
uherc rﬁﬁ~s%il R D batueen the position in the sunlkon road and the right

flonk of the 1ls% La utalLDH, Denot Bezerve l:fﬂnu““ Begiment No. 1, The com-
vwnalnv ofiicer of Gwreradicr Reg sment Moo 9, ordersd Captaln Feulisdy to
cloge this gap with the two Fioneer companics (Ne, N74, end 1st Gowpany,
Reserve Tiomecrs Ho. 54). Zhertly before 4:00 p.a., the 5d Battelion, Reserve
In-ap:ry Joglmzr* Ho. €0, arrived in Sailly-k vz‘ianvourt. Majo Lommichav'
lrtﬁpuiﬂn_”a‘ to launch this ba+taiion at once ogainst thoe nafuhCubt edge of
Yhe forest to gmive tle eituek a new impetus. He ppraop811y 4, eo the
Battalion CQ“Ub;ﬁvf of the gituet on, but the march-off of trg ad qttalion
wns _delayed 00m~id’“ﬁb]“ throuwzh the _mmeuimgnto in tuv issue and rocemn of
band grenades in Sseilly. TIntense dapkraas hod sed in when the ccmpdnlym of
the oazzalxon.marcndl oud of the assembly pomnu on the road to the west of
RaiLLedbonru. Ter this roaceon the attack was not executed,

J e

q tis
i

!

The war diary of fthe lst _tompany, Tionear Regiment fo. 28, gives the
.Tol 1anng brief ueucrxpt;ua of the vencrnl view of the villu~e of Bourlon
on the aiterncon of Hovunber 27th. e Lown looks uwrribln All the houses
axre in rulns. Humerous dead Engllsh solders eover the ground. 4 feow des-

troyed tanke also 2re 1VLar aboutb,

The encay kepb The village end the foramasi lins of the Guerd Fusilier
e glrent under 2 Lively bavrassing fire during the whole afternoon. As_the
iy
tIack ordered covld il n0'?1s@ b6 nericed in the noighboring sector, the
battalions of the Guard Fusilier Regiment romained in tholr pOJl“ions How=
e¢ver, whe covmandeTr of the 1st GquH Fusilier Regiment, to eese the advvnce,
esked-his resimsnbel cumander Tor two campanies of Tho T atta11on Dﬁpo+
Nes IETVE Infantery ~v“*zanq uC- 1. 7Those ¢ompanies ware to elear the
soris at the eapt oxli the vLL-ngﬁ, of Lhe numj. These buo CUQD&HLOu
found the bhlldln”9 oft thu brick works empty and robturned with fowr “tnzlish
wochine guns. nur hp to the rlpnt the A%h company, Guerd Fusilier Herl-
meni, after orﬂ“ﬁ oL xJQAin fun fire, cleaned out an isolated position
cf the enmemy cl: ita ”ont and ﬂa;turrd four prisonsrs and three
rachine guns,

(N“’”: The Guard Fusilier Regiment during the flghiting for
of Bourlon from Wevember 24th %o 29th, accounted for tho
rallozlur ses:

1fu dubuullOA - killed 25, wounded 111, missing 5.
’ nO chta?ﬂon - ¥illed £0, woundsd 395, MLSniﬂé A

. rd Batjalion « Willed ! 3 youndad B;, missing 34 )

Orders for the new digtritution of the frow , igssued by the &th uuur
Infantry bDivision, was puclished at 5340 p.m.. Coloenal Count von der
Seiilenburg, remulned in comugnd of hne right secitor. Hesides his own Guard
'ﬁu,iiio“,naf “°n»,3~"ﬂ go had under uls CO“W&nd the 2d and 3d Lﬁtt&llOﬂS,
Depot Reserve InlantTV‘”edirunu Ho. 2, the LUtk dnd Loth Companies, Reserve
qucntry Regiment Ho. 80, snd vhe lat Ba+Lalinn of thls reginent. i*). The
COhmana zone of e jor uogmlchau comenced ot the east exit of Bowrlon, who

vesides hisg oyn thTen L&l LFLAUH” cf ““bbrVa In;ant”y Regirent No. 60, had
attuched to his command, tbe lgt Ba ttuljon Tepot Restrve Lnfantr" Regiment
No. 1, the lst (ompsny keserve Fioneer R eximent No. 25, and Ticneor Company
0. 3(4!

T@ose mris of The antructional In?antr" Repdment 2nd of the th
Zrenodicr Reg ment Woe ¥, still locatved 1n the front or along the railway
awbankment, dere orderad ,o vilhdrayw cnd Ho assemble in & ailTyARuillencourt.

~The severs and bLoudJ ghruszle for “uurlcn came Yo en end on Xovember 2%th.
Dnrlno the }avt combat day 65 the "Hani : battlem, the English had been successe
ful in winning the whole of the forcst but their attaek cevinst the village
on this day aluo wus unsvailing. She presencu in the cupiuv,q Bowlon forést
thoush woeg scon %0 change into an infernal regionm for {the Inglish.

*ﬂ
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.-..-..—-—..n—o.-..a-«-.--—w_q.-oa--——---—-.-.-—..—-.‘—-q-
(*)= fThe 80%h Rescrve Iafantry Regiment was & pert of the 21st Reserve &
Division.
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As & preiude of the niizck, the Bourlon uurest g hea wl" zrsaed
comusneing with e affternoon of Fovewber 29%h. A thord but poverfdld
aytiliery Tire introfuesd ths offensive botile at 7:ED zems on Hovembaz
Z0the Trench woTtars joined in ab 8340 s.ms vhile the assenlt lines of
$he Infaniyy pdvenged fyowm the esst at 2350 neme '

% bas bveen llegpd tr" tha incyeased wovemends .«n reay of &he
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OADER OF DATILE

(ermen Forcesd

Each Infanbry Resiment averaged 36 maching guns,
‘38 light machine guns
12 1light trench moriars
: 24 Ystick! bomb-throwers
(7he 107th Infantry Division, upon arrivel Irom the Rash .
front received only light maching guns.

-

Tech Trench Morber Compeny had & heavy and 8 medium trench
mortars. c . b



i .

Order of Battle

Army Groun Crommorin ice Fuonrechb of Bevaris.

Commander: Field Merchall Crovmprinece Supprecht of Bsvaria.

Chief of Staff: ILi uxenaat General von Tuhi.

2nd Germen Armyv.

Cormander: General of Cavelry von der Herwits
(nled of Staff: Hajor Stapfi. } :
a. ¥neszed on the front on lNovember 20, 1917,
Groun Avras. (149 Reserve Corps)s
Commnder:‘ Lieutenant General von lioser.
Chief of Staff: iajor ven Misskowskd,
’Lelezﬁmna Section ¥Ho. 714,

111 Immt 7o Bivisions

Commender: Hajor General von Dusse,
1et General Steff (fficer: Lwtaw von Yedel,

- 221% Infantry Brigade = Pusilier Resiment 73, Infanbtry
nanus 76 and 14, :
Headquarters and ath Troop, Dragon Regiment MWo. 22.
Artillery Commend No. 11l - Field Artillery Hegiment Ho.
Teadquarters Pionec? Battlng Yo. 111 ~ Pionser Companies
ona 252 - Trench Mortar Company Fo. 111.
Telephone Section 111. :
ledical Company 111, ¥ield Hospit 3'70 and 3714
Hoborized Colwm 596. '
Yeterinary Hospital 111.

240 infontry Division.

" Gormandez? A»zeutenmc Ge.ue*‘al rllez. :
1g4 General Btaff officer: Uantain Cound of Dohna - Sculobliten,
240" Infantry Brlsade - Infantry Regiments Wou. 469,4%0,
3" Trogp, Lragon Reziment Fo. 13. - T

’ t\;ctillery Cormznd Yo. 240 - F‘eld‘ Artillery, Regiment io. 271,

471,

Headquarters Filonesr Bal tt1n, No. 240 - Pioneer Companiocs 371

end 372, :
Trenth Wordsr Company Ho. 240,
Telephone fectlon 240.
Yedical Company 282, Field Hog pitals 204 and 205,
lotorized Column 550.
Veterinery Hospibal 240.

20" Infonbry Division.

Oormzndert ~ Licutenant General VWellmann.
1ot General Staff officer: Capiain von Beneckendorff and von



i

hote)
.

ndenbevg
th Infentry Brigade ~ Infantry Regiments Nos. 77,73 end 92,
4@ qmmrtcr*‘ and 6% Yroop, hac-s"ar Regiment ¥o. 1%.
fr3illery Command Ho. 20 = Field Artillery Regiment No. 48,
Hepdquarters Pioneer Bsitalion No. 10 = 24 and 34 Commaniea

ioneer P(e'“]_me‘\lh Wo. 10, french Vorisr Company lo. 20.

Gx

Slearchlight Platoon Io. 298,

melephone Section o, 20,

Hedical Company 24, Field Hospiitels 93 and 100.
Motorized Columns 5‘3_). o ‘
Vetev-inary Hospital ?O. ,

: o R L L
oun_ Cexdry (187 jurt ':emberg Lrmy Ooras).

Commender: Generﬂ of grf‘antwy, B‘. ron von 4.(,tter.

Oh

LA S

ief of Staff: Hajor Huller - Lge‘bnw
 Pelephons Section 613 (,,wttem’aer&)

208 TLandwehr Division.

is
384, 386

pany o

54

Cormeander: - weur,en ant Gcne al Baron von nansw:.a.»

t Gepepsl Staff Officer: Captain von Kleinschmiay.
9bh‘ursci sz (Dopot) Brigade - Landwehr Infantry Regiments
» 387, :
: 34 Troop; fussay "egimen Ho. 4,
Fiald Arullef'y Regiment Mo. 282
Headyuarters Pionser ﬁmtsn.l:.on o. 420 - Denot Pioneer Coue

_ Lendwehr Pioneer o mpany 9th “—'t"ffv Corps, 'I’T'enc Hortar Come
. 320.

’Fa‘iephone Section Yo, 5.50 with Lamp Signalling Seciion.
Medical Couwpany 227, Pisld Hos m.tale a8 and 183.

ligtorized Coluwm 789.

Veterinary Hospltal B20.

4 Infantry Division.

= Co
is

muanders  Lieubtenant General Bzron von Vatier.
t General Staff Officer: Csptain Gldeke.
108" infantry Brigade - Infentry Regiment 84, Reserve In~

zmt\"y heblmen*‘:-: 27,20,

1at Troop Fussar Regiment «r(,, 17,
Artillery Command Ho. 55 - Field Artillery Regiment 108.
Headquarters Pion\efar Battalion Ho. 128 - Pioneer Companies

107,108,

Yronch Hortay Company 54,

Searchlight Platoon ¥o. 107.

Telephone Section o, 54.

Hedical Compamy 54, Field Hospitals 345, 348,
Kotorized Columm 578, ) , :
\feue.x inary Hospital 54, X
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feneral Havensbein
£ : Gaﬁtain ulﬂ'iﬂm _
sgale = Weserve Infambry Regimenbts Mos. 53,
3% Twsop Loncer Hegimend Wo. 1.
A»Silliery Conmoné Yo, 187 = Eé‘ielcl 3::91113'@ Aeziment Yo, 21X,
Headquarters Batialion Ho. 10‘7 = 4th Pioncer {(ompany, Z‘_e- i
w2t Ho, 2L, 518" Ploncer Company, Trench toriar Company Wo. 107.
© Searchligat Platoon Wo. Z13. '
Tglephone Section Ho, LOY.
Hedl Cf’-‘ Ox‘l‘D’u’l;z Ho. W07, .L’"t:}lf". ?:’tO’iJ;)i't&l HJo. Z86 gud Bonarvae
-5-1 ‘Ov 34’ ‘ ‘ ‘
YHotorized Column ¥o. G583,
Feterin nary Hospitel To. 166.

214 Infenbey Division,

Commanders Hajor (General von Brauchitasch.
1Y General Biaff ‘ﬁ"..‘ioe"' (sptain Peplxabm.
, 14 Infentry Brigade - Infentry Hesimends 50, 558 ond 565.

&0 Troop, .aea,v" Cavelry Regiment ¥o. 1 (Bavarian).
Artillery Jommand Ho. 214 ~ Pionger Uompawy Yo, 541, Snd
Pioncer Deglment ¥o. 23, Trench Horter Compeuy 424, -
Yelophone Section 21t
ledical Compsny Ho. 234, Fiel
‘otoriged Uolumm Mo. 624
Veserinary Hospital No. 324

v

.'lL
ot

Hospitals 25 and 374

0% InCaniry Hivieion.,

n

_ P Cenerﬂ Baron von dey yirange Count von Lezhadordd,
' 'irst \.—cnw—m Shafd Officer: lMajor von MLQW_ :

0% Infantry Brigede - Iz*i'an":ey Regimenta 99 anfdl 143 and
Sexen Infantry Reglment We. 105.

24 Yroop, Recerve Hussay Rey fip. B.

) fxtillery Commexd Mo, uO & Artillery Regiment Wo. B4,

Headqua ",rtfws x’:mne"' ‘3 ttelion Yo. 15 - 1ot and 5th Compmny
Figneer Regimendy Ho. la; “I'L."lch riar f‘f}m ey Ho. 30

T 15}‘3 e Sectlon To. ”O

'>'u.y Mo. 39y, Field Hospitals 2758 and 27%6.

1 Comy
f.{otarize L Colwm 563.
Veterinavy Hospital 20.

1 la L;oz‘ Generzl Berger.
st General §taff Officer: Captain von Helchemon,
287 Inf ai‘ﬁ"J Brigade - Infanityy ’ie:;:..aoms Wo. 45 and 58 and
Reserve Infantry ”i, simaat ¥o., 48,



"5¢ S

A

22181

3

Tonfeabry Division.

Commander: Hajor General von ia ‘n‘}hcvai] exi.

S,
lot Genesrsl 85tafd (FTicer: Captein Osswald.

ist Beserve Depot Infentyy Brigade - Tm"e.‘lt'r‘y Hegiment Wo. 41,
ve Infantry Regiment MNo. 60, Resewrve Iepot Infentry Regimendt Ho. 1.
at Proop; Hos ez‘va -ance::' Boeginoad ¥o. Z.

srtillery Commend I 221 - 24 Company, Pioneer Duziment o,
21, .1t Company, Hezevrve ¥ Pioneey r? spiment Ho. 25; Trench Hortay Company ¥o.
£51. ‘

l'-*'lr'-

Telephone fsotion Ho. 221, -~
Nedical Company No. 233, Vield Hospitels 151 and 163
Yotorized Columm 631,

Teterinayy Hosnltel 321,

28th Iafeutry Mvision., (The asserbly of thic division begen during

the wig ht of Hovenber 24/259, to the nerth
of Zanteux., The commond of ithe cecior was
assuzed at 9 s.m.y on Hoverber 28.

(=10

Gomrezadey:  Hajor quer:l Langer.
1s% General fHaff OFFicor: Ceptain Sclunids.
55¢ Infentry Brigsde ~ Fusilier Ragiment Ho.
x5

‘3:0;9 BOdy &
Regiment Mo, 109, CGyrerediey Reziment Mo. 110.
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el

Troopsy eic.

Group

16 & 17 em Ouns
(2 guns each*)
Batteries

Heavy Field How=
itger Batteries
(4 Howitzers esch®)

— -

Kortar Batteries
(3 mortare each,as
a rule 27 em(®)

Ceptured Guns
(fussian) Bat-
teries. (10 ocm(4
guns each®)

Flash Ranging Sec~
tions.

Sound Ranging Sec-
tions.

Lewards
B4, 40,50 5 6N

Landwehr Wo. 65

17,2%,4% Bava~
rian Rgt ¥o. 1

1% & 2% Btry
Landwehr Wo.34
11e Biry,Rgt Yo.
18, 5% & 6% Btry
Saxon Vo.l2

5% & 6" Biry
Landwehr ¥o.34

Hos. 4 & 35,

® Translators notes.
*# The Army, in addition had st its disposel Batteries No. 790 and 1025 (of the
hesviest flat trajectory).

Eloneer.

Landsturm Pilos=-
neer Co., Bava-
rian Fo. 8
Company Wo.l,

4 Lendsturm-
Pioneer Wagon
Train No.l3

Staff Officer
of Baxon Pio~
nearx m 30.153
Hg.& 2%,3%840
& B" Qos. Plo-
neer Rgt ¥o.l18.

Staff Officer
of Pioneer Rgt
o, 5*- Itm*'
sturm-P4 oneer
Company Wo.3
of 7th Army

Group Groun Group
Arras Londry Susieny
6" of 8th Rgt 3% of 74th Bgt

5" of G6th Agt 107 & 13" Yarine

3" Marine(Havel) (Waval) 17 cm

17 em

g"& g; Btry Rgt 5% & 6Y Btry Res 19 2%

0. 3 Hgt No. 3 Brisyy 3gt.50
10,29 2 3% Btry 1% & 2% Biry 5!,2!?):%:;
gt No.26. 1" & Bavarian Rgt Res Rgt.¥e.l9
2" Btry Bave-  Wo. 5. 5% 1% Biry Bava~
rian Res Rgt No. Biry Res Bgt rian Res Bgt
6. SM,6n,7%, No.20. 1% & ¥o.3. B", 6%
Btry Res Rgt Wo. 2 Btry Rgt Wo 79 Btry,Ret
1&. 10" Btyy 1% 101, 1% & 3¥ No.11. 20,30
Guard Rgt. Btry Rete 63, & 4" Btry Rgt

an & 4n Biry ¥0.3. 5"& 6"By

Res Rgt No.4 L
10* Btry Saxon 5% Btry Ret 1%,3% 9"Biny
no-m! 7.’8' & 30-13. 1' & n" Rst RG:’
9 3tl'¥ Bgt Wo, 20 Btﬂ Ba~ ?', B.’ b 103 3
12, 3% & 4* varian Rgt Res Rgt Wo.
Btry Rzt ¥0.60 No.20
Ho. m m‘- 1'2’& 3! HG. 5

Wo. 17

Stf Office
‘of Pioneer
Rgt Yo.56,
Hq.& 3 Cos.

B
E‘?.,h: "

Hortar B
Hﬂ'- S&lﬂ-



]

Group Group Group
Arvag Caudry Buesleny

%ﬂn‘. m’dt Ho. 5 ml % No. & ﬂoc 4

Group Cormands

Horse=-drawn Anti No. 505, and No. 709 and Hos. 572,576,710,

Atreraft Bate Ree Wo. 878  Res Wo. 533 (at dieposal of

teries{each of Army-Ho 332 & Res

4 gonsf) (77,9 Ho. 532).

or 10 cm)

HorceeDrawn Antiles. 29,80 & 111 (At dispossl of the

Alroraft Sece uThu 138,424 &

tions {one gun 428).,

each*)

Anti-Aivepaft Wo. 910 Ko, BO3 “

Maching Cun Te- 809,

tactments.

Automatic Anti- Autom, #68 sutom. #38 Autom, #4

Mreraft Sec-

tz_imgm gun

each¥

Motoriged Anti- 3 of 5th Biry No. 7 end 136 & of 4%h Stry

AMroraft Bat- and Wo. 158

teries(each of

3 or 4 guns®) ) |

Motoriged Anti- To. OB No®. 3,48.93 Now. 39,”’“ THog. 4‘?.50',?9,83

Adreraft Guns and 106, and G63.

(Mobile guns)*

Searchlighte  No. 208 Ho. © AntieAiveraft Anti-Aireraft Searche
Searchlight Pla lizht YWo. ﬂt, ‘moto-
toon Saxon No. rised, at , of
201 and Bevarisn Army Yo.

Fo. 239
Alr Units Group ¥o. 2 Ho. 8 fo. 4
Commands ;

Recsnnaigsance Attack 240th 8th Attagk 40th Attack 210 Atteck 202 smd 217.

Flighte(6 planes 233 & 268. and 2589, (st disposal of Arny

~ each®) m & aza.. and Bom=



Troops , ete. Gvowp Grm &-m

Parcall F1ights (At dispossl of the Awpy Pursadt

and (Wos 8,17 and 33).

13th 29th 5%h
Protective Flihts Bavarian 24%th 27th & 1s% 12%h,17th,19%h
Field Adreship
D‘t- No. 34 Ho. e No., 2
Balloon Sece
tions Bavarian Nos. Wos. 28,30 & Yos. 2,560,856 &

201 & 208. <08 . 137.
Iront Line Wea= Fo. 252 ¥o. 261 Hos. 211-213
EMMNEO.M Wo. 924 No. 948, Saxon

Vo. 947 & 988,
Heintenance Ssc- ¥o. 1016 Fo. 1047
tions.
qutm Baa- ¥o. 1101 Wo. 1129 No. 1119
tions.
Blinker Sections Wo, 2 ; Saxon No, 6O
Cerrier Pigeon  Noe, 42 & 43; Vo, 64,Mirt~ Vuritemberg
Lofts Bavarisn No.337 temberg Nos. lNos.81,63,606,
rian Fo.325 &
226

Divisional Wire- ¥Wo. 19 Tos. 65 & 90 Yos. 64,066,923

lees Sections. Bavarian Ho. 1
105.
Group Wireless No. 503 Fo, 513
Sections
Columng and
Irains

Army Motor Trause- Wurtiemberg We
port Columms(see 88 & 354

Hos. Bavarian 281
note).

178°%°

th.'m

Fiient (m;m&.s.m,n)

Bavarian 35%h.

10th & Bavarian
26th

Tor, 14 & Bavs=
rian ¥o. m .

No. 234

(At disposal of G. K Q.M 10“.

Hos. 1131,1183.

o, 48

Wo. 68 & Wurtteon-
ber, rﬁ'q “’“&
79 {(at disposgl of

the Army-Tos 65,77
& 84).

Nee. 54,80

o, 831

Hos. 1 & 48  Nos., 7,28,64y, TWos. 4,258

e



53 Do

Commaniers and
Staff of Aswmnie
tion Jolumns and
Traine

Comeanders and
84aff of Yazon
Trains.

( Amwmanition)

Light Anwranition
Coluime

Ampasition
Columng

Army Ammand tion
Columms

Provicion(Ration)

Colwme

Wagon Trains

Pleld Balreries

Bayarisn ¥o. 11
& 638

Wo, 108, Bavarian
Wos, 111,376,737
& 841,

¥o. 242

chd

m:

4th of Gusrd Re- am Oerp-(nm)

Group Group
Leverde Arrag
Ha. 36 Ho. 1,
Hos. 33,41 Nos, 42,43 & Tarttemberg Yo
246 64 Saxon Nos
257 & 268
Wo. 34(Hesvy)  Noe.2,134,136 ¥Wo. 17(iisavy)
Tog. 702,713,844 (m) Nos. Bavarian Nos.
& 923 820, 17,338,085 & 116
921 & 936. Saxon Nos 283,
71?1719;?8?_.
s 842 & 908.
emberg 926
& 936.
Bavariaa No.l3 No. 217 tgs, 207,309,
& 268, Saxom 85 Bavariea 315,
& 476,
24 & 9" Corps Fo.4 of 56" Saxon No. 3 of
gserve No.4, Division, 6th 58" Division.
embarg. of CGuard Be-
serve Corps, 86rve i
Wo. 8 of Saxon avy). Res
12%h Corps. (Bom}
Bavarian No.
151
Hos., 42 & 146
Nos.57 & 118. Nos.58,668,742 Bavarian To.30

&786. Depot Wa~ Saxon Nos.678,

gon Trains Nos 780 &
547 & % of Wo. 8685.

681, Line of Derg Vos.681 &
Communication 784.

salso
Geme

Depot Yo~

M‘i‘m To.gon Trein Ho.
5@'. “9‘

Wewn.2,30.
Line of Com=

manication Wo.

1e,

Ho.
72 &
!ﬂqm & 4.

Wagon Train
. 465,

Saxon Wo.
9,

ge.48,49,121. Wos. 135 & 136.

%wem Ho,



Trocps, etc. Group Group Group Group
_ Lewarde Axres . Caudry _
Field Butcher Nos.72, 75,75, Saxon Nos.243, Wg. 5.
Detechment 78 & 78. 243 & 244. Vartemberg Vos
274 & 275,
Division Bridge Fo. 18 Bavarian No.B ﬁrtmarg Fo. Bavarion Reserve
Traing 26. Saxon Re= b.
serve 24.
Medicsl Compeujeg. Wo. 601 o, 604
Field Hospitals. Wo. 125 Reserve §o.63 Reserve No.53 Wo. 109,
Ho. X6 lh:r'bsmbsrg To.
¥
Wo. 352 wirtevberg
H’aﬂ.m.ﬁﬁl.

Lebor Battalions. 3d Company of 1" Co.of 7 Bn.Hq.& 2%,3" Bn.Hg.& 1st Co.
Saxon Wo.85 &  Ban.2" Co.of 31 & 4" Co.10"Ba  31st Bn.
4th Company of Bun. 2" & 4" Co 3" Co.3)st Ban. 1lst Co. 32¢ Ba.
Baxon Wo.86. lst of 38" Hn.Bn, 3% Co. 33" * 1st Co, 93% =

Cgmpany of Hq.& 2" & 3" 3* 0o.38" *  Bn.Hq.2 lst Co.
Furtemberg No. (o, 148" Bn, 3% (Co.54" " 95%h” Bn.& 4th
143 & 1zt Comp- Hq.110%Bn & 3* Oo. 1107 Bn.
any of tem- Co.
berg Yo,148. Hg.122% Bn &
2% Co,
m.ﬂq.’lm“
Bn.
Rosd Consiruction lo. 18 lios B
Lompanies.
Lenstwm Battali~ Bn. Landam 15t Ba.
ons. Bu.Hq.& 4 Cos. Army Corns.
1st Co. of Bg. Hq.& 4 Cos.
Leipzig. 24 Bn. Bavarian

Landsturm Wo. 5.
Wotes: The Avmy Commend also bad at its disposal:
Hotor Trangoort Colums Hos, 53, 72 and 128,
Medieal liotorized Train Section Wo. 2.
Horse pepots Wos. 1, 18 and 20.
lotorcycle Detachment To. 2.
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