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STEM Degrees: STEM Participants:

Major Goals: This project was to request the purchase of a Bruker Albira PET/CT (Positron Emission Tomography
/Computed Tomography) imaging system and any additional support equipment and materials to establish a
nuclear medicine research core facility to complement the existing small animal MRI and optical imaging facility at
Howard University. This new imaging core facility would support faculty research and student training at Howard
University as well as at other HBCU’s. The Bruker Albira PET/CT machine integrates the high detection sensitivity
of PET function with a high-resolution feature of micro-CT. It can produce structural images of high resolution and
quantitatively image physiochemical and biomedical processes. This highly versatile imaging system is able to
integrate into our current biomedical, mechanical, and physical research workflow for a wide-range of applications
in nanotechnology, biomedicine, physical sciences, and engineering.

Accomplishments: A Bruker Albira Si PET/SPECT/CT instrument was installed in a designated Molecular
Imaging Lab in the Howard University Interdisciplinary Research Building in April 2019 (see attached installed
machine and Acceptance and Survey Protocol). In addition to the PET/SPECT/CT scan room, the university has
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also allocated a preparation lab adjacent to the PET/SPECT/CT scan room with a compressor to provide
compressed air for the scanner. Prior to delivery of the original DoD funded PET/CT machine, additional funds
were acquired from the NIH to add the SPECT (Single Photon Emission Computed Tomography) module, to
upgrade the system to a more versatile PET/SPECT/CT instrument. Support equipment to complete the hot cell in
the Molecular Imaging Lab was ordered and delivered. This includes a radio-HPLC detection system (Eckert &
Ziegler Radiopharma FC-2000P), dose calibrator (Capintec CRC-55tR), well counter (AtomLab 500), survey meter
(Ludum 14c), animal monitoring system (Biopac PW160), as well as safety and shielding materials (lead bricks,
tabletop shields, syringe carriers, syringe shields, decontamination kits, shielded waste container, etc.) The
instrument has received a license from the DC Department of Health Radiation Control Division for the
PET/SPECT/CT machine as a radiation producing device (CT component, certificate attached). The Howard
University Radiation Safety Office has submitted an application to Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) to
amend the University’s NRC Materials License to include additional isotopes that will be used in PET/SPECT
research. A graduate student from Department of Anatomy has signed up to use the CT module to conduct her
PhD thesis research.

Training Opportunities: An initial training session provided by the manufacturer of the PET/SPECT/CT
instrument has been scheduled for this fall and will be open to all the investigators in the research community who
have expressed interests in performing PET/SPECT/CT research. The training will cover instrument hardware and
software, workflows, CT/PET/SPECT quality control and image acquisition/reconstruction and advanced imaging
techniques. Key members, including principle investigators of the research projects and the Imaging Core manager
and staff, will receive more in-depth training with the goal of being able to train students and future users of the
instrument. All users either already have or will undergo the annual radiation safety training and certification
provided by the Howard University Radiation Safety Committee. The PET/SPECT/CT machine will be used in the
teaching of a newly developed graduate Medical Physics program in the Department of Physics in the fall semester
of 2019. The PET/SPECT/CT instrument will also be integrated in ongoing engagements with high school STEM
programs, including lab tours, lectures and internships. Increasing the breadth of technology and applications of
technology will enrich the engagements and will nourish interest in pursuing a STEM field in college.

Results Dissemination: Nothing to Report

Honors and Awards: Nothing to Report
Protocol Activity Status:
Technology Transfer: Nothing to Report
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