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TIR 12.3.1.1(2) IDEOGRAPHIC COMPOSING MACHINE
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FRONT VIEW OF
3-LANGUAGE IDEOGRAPHIC COMPOSING MACHINE

The present machine had it origin in a 1953-54 study of the Chinese
language to determine the feasibility of developing a machine that would econom-
ically and effectively compose Chinese ideographs in the field. This study
brought three important factors to light. They were: that all ideographs are
constructed, or "spelled, " by using a limited number of basic strokes; that for
each ideograph the sequence of the strokes building it seldom changes; and that,
with relatively few exceptions, the individual strokes are always made in pre-
cisely the same way. The Army reviewed the results of the study, concluded
that development of a Chinese ideographic photocomposing machine was feasible,
and recommended construction of such a machine. On 8 June 1955 a joint Army
and Air Force contract was awarded for the development of a prototype machine.




















































