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CONUOENTIA!l , 
DEPAftTMl!;Nl' OF Tffi!j ~ .· ' 

HF.J$QUARTERS, 1ST CAVA!a'Y DIVISidN (AIRl-DBILE) 
Aro s~ FRANCISCO 96490 

AVJJAMH 15 .(j.ugust 1969 

SUBJ :&:T: Operational . Report .for Quaz!terly Period Endii;ris 31 July 1969 
RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl ) ( U) 

THRU: Comna.nding General 
Headquarte.rs, IIFJ<"'V 
A'I:TN: AVFBC-RE-H 
AR) 96266 

., TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development 
Department of the Army 
Washington, D .C: 20310 

SIOC:TIOH I: OPERATIONS 

1. (C) Operations: 

a. General 

( 1 ) The reporting perioc;l covers the conelusd.on of the following opera-

tions .. 

( a) Operation Mot(FANA RAIDER ( terminated 131200H May- 1969) • • 

( b) Operation COMANCHE WARRIOR ( te~ted 011200H Jun 1 ~69). 

(c) Operation CREEK II (terminated. 221200H Jun 1969)~· 

(d) Operation MONl'ANA SCOOT (terminated 231200H Jun 1969). 

(2) The reporting period covers the initia.tion of Operation KENTUCI.a 

eouGAR (initiated 241200H Jun 1969). • 

A.U the above operations 1:1.l"e subsumed undeI,' . Operation .. Toan Th:ang ]II lohich. con-
. .L • 

tinue<l throl!,gh the close of t,he . reporting ~ t'iod. 

(3) The May--Juljr 19_6,9 periQd ':saw .a: .. continw:.ti.on :of .. t~e '. rol;eis, JDi.ssions 

FDR, o r I.I , ­
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SUBJ:roI': Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1969 

III Combat Tactical Zone ( CTZ), but with some tactical changes. The 1st Air 

Cav,alry Divisi.on continued operations thro\J8hout its tactical area of r espon­

sibilities to interdict enenv infiltration routes, am to destroy eno!XG' forces 

oi::erating within the area. During the first half of May, the Division conduct­

ed oper.ations .in Tay Ninh, Binh Long am Binh Duong Provinces. -During mid-May, 

the Diviaion continued operations in these three provinces in addition to shift­

llll forces south to operate 1n Long Khanh and Bien Hoa Provinces. During the 

first week in June, Division forces were shirted .from Bien Hoa to Binh T~ Pro­

vince. On· 24 June,- elements of the Division shifted north to open operations 

in Phuoc Long Province. As the reporting i::eriod ended, the Division was concen­

t ·ra·ting its efforts _in Tay Ninh, Binh Long, Binh Duong and Phloc Long Provin-

ces. 

During the reporting period, Division forces shifted .ns necessary, capitnl­

iz~ on intelligence, to intordict and destroy eno~ forces throughout northern 

Ill CTZ. The bullc of ·the Division's resources arxi the priority of- . effort were 

concentrated in War Zone :c llgainst the 1st e.rxi 7th NVA Divisions. Division 

Operations werti contimous, with the changes in names (H:)?ll'W RAIDPR, COMANCHE 

WARRIOR, CREFX II, MONI'ANA scror, KENrUCKY COOOAR) reflecting oo significant 

change~ in the_ pattern or acal.e or operations: in tact,- ·e11ch of these "Operr.­

ticms11 blerxled and overlapped with the others. 'Division ·combat forces wero mv­

ed in accordance with shifts in the en~ posture and assumed shirts in his in­

tentio~-both within War Zone ·c and ' elsewhere. The Di.vision's concepts of 

6peration were also responsive to these actual am assumed changes in tho enemr• a 

intentions. When it appeared that major cle100nta of the 1st NVA o.nd/or 7th 

NVA Div;sions were attemptin,g to move aout~ out or the 1st ~ Cavalry Divisio_n1s 

(1 ACD) area of operatiQns (AO), then tho majority -of Di-vision elements. uooe:r­

took an interdictory posture-a decent;ralized. pattern of small. unit grourrl• recon-

naissance missions and ambushes concentrated along critical avenues to the south, 
I 
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When these onemy unite showed no inclination to rrove- south but r ather to r emain 

ir, fairly l arge ( one-or two-battalion) concentrations in base area bunker com­

plexes, then the 1 ACD shifted its tactics to deliberat r-~ attacks on t he lucra­

tive targets which tl:ese assembl ed units represented. Combat in Wur Zones c· 

and ·o took the form of jungle f ighting c.gainst a heavily bunkcret, enemy. 

Di vision operations during the thrce-m:mth period ; .. nflictcd de.~ging ·los­

ses on the 1st NVA, 7th NVA, and 5th VC Divisions, ant-: ru.so sever ely disrupted 

t he enemy ' s logistical redoubts in War Zones ·c and ·o. The kill ratio for 

the r ep:>rting period was 11 to 1, reflecting confirmed enemy dead; ob'1i ously, 

the actual kill rntio was much higher. Specific r esults of the Enj·-JLJ.y pc:·­

iod were as follows: 

a. Enemy: 2696 killed in action (KIA·) , 103 prisoners of wo.r (P;J ) · , 16h 

cr ew-served weapons captured, 652 individual weapons cn,pturecl, 4301 L::rs c c:.li t c · 

rounds captured, 173,804 small caliber rounc',s captured, and in excess of j C0 

tons of rice, salt, sugar, flour ~nd other assorted foodstuffs either captured 

or destroyed . 

b . U.S.: 247 KIA ' , 1781 wounded in action (WIA ) wi. th 732 of these e, • n,1at­

ed from the Division, 1 armored personnel cnrrier (Are) destroyed, 11 OH6A 

CLOH .) aircraft destroyed, $ UHIH (Huey) aircraft destroyed, 6 AHIG (Cobra) 

aircraft destroyed, 2-3/4 ton trucks destroyed, 2 ,moored cavalry assault V8hi-

cles destroyed, n.nd 1 tank destroyed. 

( 4) 1st Cavalry Di vision ( Airmobile ) for ,~es operuting in heavily jun;;l ed 

terrain against large troop concentrations in fortified base areas utilizvc a 

technique employing massed B-52 strikes followed by multi-comp,:1.ny or multi­

battalion exploitation of such targets. Elctensive use was made of lurge c'.!ilounts 

of CS crystal in conjunction with these operations; t his aided in canrJ.izing 

enemy movem£Jnt and denying him his traditional b.<tses . Hultiplo v-52 st::-il:-cs, 
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SUBJ &::T : Operational Report for Qw).rterl.y Period Em':ing 31 July 1969 

employed ir:i packages agoinst f ewer targets , proved D))re effective than a series 

of single strikes against a greater number of ta.riots. It is known, from battle-­

fj:.,ll : body counts, and front a V~\riety of intelligence sources, thnt severe da­

mage was inflicte,d on two of the three regiments of the 1st NVA Division and 

suppor ting units, that the eneoy's logistical traffic was severely disrupt ed, 

and in effect, thnt the initiative in War Zones c· and o· was totally wrested 

from t he enemy. Between 1 May and 31 July, the I)j,vision concluded Operations, 

HOt11'1,NA RAIDER and l-[)NJ.'ANA SCOtrr against elements i::if the 1st an<:! 7th ?NA Divi­

sions in War Zone ,.C , Operations COMANCHE WARRIOR and CREEK II agtlnst eleI:'lE)nts 

of the 5th VC Division in War Zone iff I and initiated Operation KENI'UCKY COUGilli . 

All operations that were concluded during the report:lng period will be discus­

sed in c!etail in the following paragraphs. However, .tt wst be understood thnt 

tra se are operations in name only, and, in fact, are A0 1s where oper~tions by 

the Division continue on a daily basis. 

(5) Operation MJNI'ANA RAIDER, a throe brigc.de effort reinforced with an 

al'l'!lOred c aval.ry regiment, was conducted from 13 April, through 13 H<!y throughout 

War Zone ·:c •• This was a three-phased operation targeted ngoinst cne reginent 

of the 1st NVA Division and two regiments of the 7th NVA Dtvisi.on with each 

brigade being buttress~d when necessary by the 11th Arrorec. Cnvcl.ry ilcgiucnt .( 11 t:h 

. ACR) to exploit massed B-52 strikes within designc1.tec areas of operation. The 

1st Brigade, with the 11th ACR, conducted <>perations in the vicinity of the 

CRESCEU!' i.n AO R1lil against elements of the 95C Regit1ent, 1st ?NA Divislon. In 

the initial phase of this operation, the 11th A.CR encountered numerous anti-

tank: mines, but overall contact was light.. The latter phase of the op=;ro.tion 

was che.racterized by heavy contact with oassed enemy troops µi fortified base 

areas. The 3rd Brigade, with the 11th ACR, conducted operations in AO Blue 

against elements of the 209th Regiment, 7th NVA Division. The cQnr:uct of 
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SUBJ E:CT : Operationfl]. Repoi·t for Quarterly Period Ending J1 July 1969 

uperations in J,0 .BLUE wer e similar to those in AO RED with contact being somewhat 

l ight r. The 2nd Brigade, also with the 11th ACR, conducted operations in AO 

WHITE against elements of the 165th Regiment, 7th WA Division. Again, the 

operations were simi.lnr to those described above with contact being even light­

er. Cumulative final r esults of all the opurations were: 

a . Enemy: 353 Kll, 8 FW captured, 231 individual weapons c;:ptured, 96 crew-

served vreapons captured, 1788 large caliber r ounds ·captured, 79,396 snall cali­

ber rounds captured, 131.91 tons of rice and 29.45 tons of s~t captured. 

bu U .s . : 39 KIA, 151 WIA, and 1 aircraft ciestroyE:d. 

(6) Operation MONI'J\NA SCOUT Wcls pre;dcmnnntly interdictory in nature with 

the 1st arrl 2nd Brigades c',eplye:d a.long the oouthern frontier of War Zone ·C· • 

Small unit patrols m d ambushes along enemy lines of cot11:.nmications character­

ized this Operation fron 1 April to 23 June. The northern hnlf of the MOt.'l'.ANA 

SCOUT f,0 was covered extensively by aericl. reconnaissance and surveillance. 

During the period 3-23 Jur.s, the 1st and 2nd Brigades, reinforced with elements 

of the 11th ACR, attacked elements of the 95C Regiment, 1st NVA Division in the 

vicinity of the CH.ISCffll'. During the period 8-23 June, the 1st Bri6ade enploy-

eci_ three battalions in at tacking elements of the 1 SB Regiment, 1st NV 1, Division 

in r.o GOLD. In this operation, as in Base ~ea 355, :r.:iassccl o-52 strike:s preceded 

the cornnitme::nt of troops. Cur1Ulative fino.1 results of the opt;rations weice: 

a. Eneray: 1570 KI/.· , 39 IW" c.aptured, 399 inc1i victual weap::,ns captured 

59 crew-served weapons captured, 1694 large r.aliber rounds captured, 78,256 

small caliber rounds captured, 65.96 tons of rice and 14.73 tons of s'1.t captured. 

b. U.S.: 64 !LT.A· !, 376 WII~ ., 19 aircraft c!estroye;d, ancl 
0

1x105r.n howitzer 

destroyed. 
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SUBJEX::T: Operational Report, f r.,r Quorterly Perioc'. Enc..ing 31 July 1969 

(7) Opero.tions CGIANCHE W/u~RIOR ( 14 Mey through 1 June) ~ CREEK II 

( 19 May t hrough 22 June) wl:lre /ooth roughly in the r;ame geogrnphicel location.,. 

were targeted against the 5th 'ft'.; Di vision and were conducted by the 3rc. Brigade. 

Therefore, these operations will be discussed si.r.ultaneously. The mssion of 

the 3rd Bd.gade was to interdict t,he southerly mvezaent of the 5th VC Division 

out of War Zone D toward the hea\'ily pop.ilatec! areas in the vicinity of the 

LOt'lt BINH - BIEN HOI.. complex, interdict known crossing points on the Dong Hai 

River, and locate the 174th and 275th Regiments of the 5th VC Division. Opera­

tions of the 3rd Brigade were cM.racterized by scoJ.l unit patrols nnc.1 acbushcs 

along eneoy lines of co.1!1m.lnication. JJ.though few sharp contacts were initiated, 

this period was characterized by large cache discoveries. These dscoveries 

were so large, that even though the Jrc! Brigade did not c!ccisively engage the 

174th anct 275th Regiments, intelligence indicated that these am other 5th VC 

Division units withdrew north into War Zone D base areas partly bec.:.usc of 

food shortages. CunruJ.ative final results of these two Operations were: 

a. Enemy: 132 KIA , 5 R! captured, 46 inc!ividual wc:::apons captured, 21 

cre:w-served weapons capture.cl, 1826 l arge caliber rounc.;.s captured, 77,070 sr.cl.1 

ca],iber roun'ds captured, 194.56 t ons of rice, 42..97 tons of Sl\.1.t, 8.5 tons of 

flour, 6 tons of sugar, 1000 canlEl of fish, and 70 tons of assort&d foodstuffs 

captured. 

b. 1st Brigade Operations: 

( 1 ) i..fOln' AHA . SCOUT ii.O ( 1Mq to 9 May) : The 1st B~igade conductei opera­

tions from bases at Landing Zone (LZ) CJJl0LYN., LZ ST BJ.RB.ARA, LZ IKE, and LZ 

. GRAN!' against enemy lines of co~ca.tions through cent.rel War Zone ·c . 
Ground reconnnissance operations were conductec to locate and 4estroy eneey bc'.se 

complexes within the Brigac!e J.O. Ma.xi.mun e::iphasis was plncell upon anbush opera-

tions to interdict enecy r,oovement of port,onnel., equipnent., e..pd supplies. During 
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SUBJ ECT : Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1969 

the conduct of operations in AO BLUE, el eraents of the 2/ 5 Cavnlry (Cc.v ) and. 

2/12 Cav interc:ictea r outes of withdri:J.Wal to the west anC: southwest f rofil the AO. 

J,s increased 1:::nemy movement into Base J,r 1:;:a 355 was c:et ect, ,d, LZ WHITE was r e­

opened as a bnse of operations against t his mover.tent. LZ CJJWLYN wns closed and 

op r at ions west of Highway 4 were minimized as 1st Brigade el ements intensified 

operdions in south-central W/i.R ZONE C • Continued er.i.phasis wn.s placed on 

saturn.tion ambushes· t o i nterdict enemy r.iovenent into Base t.rea 355. 

( 2) HONI'f,Nil SCOUT/KENI'UCKY COOOJ-.R J..O ( 10 May to I July): The 1st Brie;ack. 

continued operations throughout June anc into July with the 2/5 Cav, 2/7 Ca•r, 

.q'8 Cav, • anc: 2/12 Cav t o inter dict eneey roovement through the Br:.gade AO and 

to destroy all major <mer;.v f orces. /,s visunl rr;iconntlssance and usually relia­

ble intelligence disclosed eneey concE:ntrc.tfons in lower Base J.rea 355, the 1st 

BrigaGe initiated a two battalion seal-search and destroy operation with the 

2/8 Cav, 2/ 12 Cav, cl.l'ld one tank conpnny OR:ON ( unqer the operati.onal control of 

the Cav units) fron the 11th ACR. In r.dd June, respond.ng to intelligwce and 

grounc. contacts, the 1st Brigade reoriented its forces by: closing LZ Cf:.ROLYl\; 

r e,leasing LZ GR/,NI'; opening LZ WHITE; and r1:;ceiving LZ J;,nIB: fror:1 another brigv.clc 

AO. Th0n, m ei,ght-cor,1pany operation was conducted betweop. LZ 1 s IKE a.nd JJJ1JIE 

c:gainst a battalion-sized enemy force. For this operation, the 1st Brigade. re­

ceived OFCON of 2/7 Cav and rt!leased OPCON of 2/12 Cav. Throughout the oonth, 

emphasis was plnced on saturation ar:ibushes to interdict ener.iy novement both 

intq and out of the arigace hO. 

(3) KENTUCKY COUGW. AO ( 9 July to 31 ~uly) : The 1 st Brigc1.de continued 

operations through July wi. th 2/5 Cav, 2/7 Cav, and 2/8 Cc:.v to interdict -.,&'JY 

ooV8mcnt t hrough the Briga<ie AO and to dc::stroy /:J..l r.w.jor ener:w forc es, supplies , 

and fortificntions , As n r esult of operations state::c. in the above pa:.c·,asrll,Ph to-
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,. SUBJEm: Operational Report for Q\Brterly_ Period Ending 31 July 1969 
' I 

gether nth continued intelligence reception, it, was detemined that the reanant 

ot4major enemy forces encountered ru,.d withdrawn to regroup nnd prepe.re for .fu­

ture attempts to infiltrate to the southeast; To preclude this, by mainta.inins 

close observation over the en~ am to allow his supply bases and fortifications 

positioned ,along t:i,is infiltrat,i~n routes to be tpund a¢ c.estroyec!, it was de­

tfA'_m:lned th.a~ the Brigac!~ disposition of forcoe be altere~, shifting oorthward. 

The result was,.~~ est,a.blishment o_t LZ Bl!X!KY by the 2/8 Cav w the closing ot 

LZ ':WHITE. To permit, the . mssing _of forces necessary to ~et a threat in thEi 

3rd Brigade J.O, ecOOOJJG' of force actions were taken resulting in the release 

o!,J,2/7 ,Cav ·oro6N to the 2nd Brigade, 1 itOD. As· •further econoJ:\Y of for.ca inae.sures 

were necessitat4<1, th~ 1st Brigade rt&leased OFCON 2/5. Cnv to the ~nd Brigade. "'' 

clQ9ed l,.Z IKE. Then.the 1st Brigf}.de received OFCON of 1/12·Cav £1.fld 2/7. Cnv, as­

~118 ~nlarged A01 s and closed LZ. DOLLY. Major r.psp:msibility for interdicting 

the .Saigon River, -pproaches t~ Base Area, 355 wns given to· the 1st Brigade. Ad­

ditionally, _ tpe .25.~ Infantry Divisl.on assuced responsibility. for LZ ST MRIAnlt 

,~ a_ PQr:tion C-'f • :the 1 et 8ri.gac!,e • a AO. Throughout the. wnth, emJXlll,sitJ wu pl:ace;I. 

, on saturatiol'?- ui:,usheJ to interdict E:neti,y wvemeat both into and out of the. 

Brigade AO, -_arxi the. destructioo· of all supply bases, caches, and fortifications 

encountered_ • • 

c~. _2m '!31'igade .Operations: 

, . _ : ( ·1 ) · Op_er~tion TO/.N TH.I.NJ III: 

•. ( a) Operation TOJJ. TH/Xl: III continued-.throughout the reporting perioc!.j 

Durl.ng this period, th~ 2n'd Brigade,· 1st-Cn~y Division (JJ.rr.:obile) was ·given 

,th. mifl&ion of interdicting enav. infil~ation routps, of cleey.i.118·,~ his trn-

1<U.tional eto;age am-staging loca~9ns, end preventing ·h:l.D. fron gaiJ4ng the o:,.. 

ment~ to. comni;,i:,.ce ottenaive operations. · In cnrrying c,ut this cission the ?nd 
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SUBJECT: Oper at ional ReJX)rt for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1969 

Brigade maint&ined its headquarter s at Lai Khe, and had OFCON of various Div­

i sional organizations . On 27 July., the 2nd Brigr,de I s AO was r eoriented to the 

north arrl northeast of Phuoc Vinh and the Brigade w~s given the r.d ssion of lo­

cating anc! destroying the 5th VC Division • 

. 1.. The 5/7 Cav conti nued operations in the vicinity of LZ JOE until 

? May 1969 when t he battalion was r el eased OFCON to the 11th ACR. On 11- May, 

5/7 Cav again r eturned OFCON t o the 2nd Brigade arrl r enained under its control 

until 26 J une when it was airlifted to LZ B!Jl'TONS and r eleased OR::ON to the 

3rc! Bri gade . 

4 The 1 /5 Ca.v continued to operate in the vicinity of LZ DOLLY 

until i t was r el eased OFCON to Division /;.rtillery on ? July. • During this period, 

the 1/ 5 Gav hac! the r esJX)nsibility of LZ DOLLY and the surrounding AO with em­

phasi s on ground r econnaissance, trail interdiction and arnbushes. 

3. The 2/7 Cav continued operations in the vicinity of LZ J AHIE un­

til 8 June when it was released OFCON to the 1st Briga.de. On 14 July, 2/7 Cav 

again became OFCON to the 2nd Brigade and con.0.'ucted ground reconnniss~nce ops:::-~­

tions 4 kilometers southwest of LZ WHITE until 27 July when it was :·oleasec:. OPCotl 

to the 1st Brigade. 

4. The 1/12 Cnv had one corapany become OFCON to the 2nd Brigace on 

24 M,1.y with the responsibility of base defense of LZ JAMIE. The rer;-...J.m:er of the 

battnlion becarae OFCON to the 2nd. Brigade on 29 June. The 1/12 Cav ho.cl r espon­

sibility for base defense of LZ GRJ.NT anc conducted search ruid elem' operations 

in..its sur.rounding AO. On 27 July, 1/12 Cav becam~ OFCON to the 1st Brigade • 

. _5; The 2/12 Cav became OR::ON from Division Artillery to the 2nd 

. Brigade on 6 JUly and lncl resJX)nsibility for LZ DOLLY and the surrounding AO. It 

was released OR::OM to the 3rd Brigade on 17 July and returned to OR::ON of the 
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2nd Brigade on 27 July, picking up tho responsibility for LZ 0 1KEr!FE Md the 

surrounc'. ing AO. 

b. The mnth of May was a highly successful mnth for the 2nd Brigade. 

I t was characterized by nunerous contacts throui;hout the mnth, nr,st of these 

occurring with sl!ll\11 enetey" elements in bunkers. Nuroorous bunker col!lplexes were 

discovered, exploited and destroyed. The roost significant event of the :roonth 

was the discovery on '2b May in the vicinity of LZ PHYLLIS of one of the lar~est 

caches of the entire war. This cache was discovered by B Troop 1/9 am exploit­

ec. by it and t~,o coJJpanies of the 1 /5 Cav. The following is a list of their 

ftndings: 90,000 lbs. of rice, 23.,000 lbs. of salt, 132 B-41 rockots, 90-...c107ilQII 

rockets, 88x.120mn oortar roUl'l(~s, 65x82mr:l roorter rounds, 2 fi:K-47 rifles, .3 bikd., 

11 ~WA KIA , 20 to 25 cases of weaJX)ns ( C:.estroyetl by air strikes), 2.3 C!l,50S 0,. 

B-40 rockets, l case of rocket propellec! grenade (RFG-6) lmmchu·s, and 10 cases 

of .50 caliber ar.munition. During May, there were two signific.:;mt att~cks on 

fire bases. On 12 May, LZ JAIME recei.veC: 200 rounc.~s of 107r.ir, rocket me'. 82Ln 

roortar rounds (mixed), and a heavy barrage of scall arr.'IS fire, B-40 rockets ancl. 

grenac!es. This was followed by a heavy grounc~ attack. •ishadow" ( n C-47 equip-

• ped with mini-guns), Aerial Rocket Artillery (ARA) 2 and n1r strikes were brought 

in a!'ound the LZ. I. first light sweep found 53 NVA KIA' on or inside the peri­

meter wire. During the height bf the attack, the enemy bre~ched the wire with 

bangalore torpedoes am occupied • t-.«> bunkers on the perimeter for a short p~:riod 

before they were killed. Eneley' forces were later i<lentifiecl as eleoents of the 

1st NVA Division. On 12 Ma.y., LZ JOE received 43 roun:ls of r.d.xed RFG end 82tt1 

mOrtar fire with light dacage en::. no casualties reported. The 2nd Brigade opqrc-

tions in May re~ted in 21+9 enerny- KIA and 7 PW: . Nunerous heat casualties 

were recorded t~ughout t~e JX>nth an~ there were several ground-to-air firir,es. 

A minimum of friendly casualties was sustained during this tine. 
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(c) The month of June began with rocerate en,r.iy rbsistance in the 

Blackhorsc (2nd Brigace) AO. On 1 June, B Company (Co), 2/7 Cav r:iade contact 

with an esti.m!lted enem,y platoon which r Gsulted in 8 NVA KIA 1s. On 2 June, D Co, 

1 /5 Cav, about 6 kilometers northeast of LZ Jk. MI~ spotted and engagec'. 6 indivi­

duals in bunker s . This short contact r esulted in 1 NVA KIA. On 5 June, A Co., 

1/5 Cav made contact with 10 to 15 enemy troops in bunkers. /J.r strikes were 

enployetl along with J-.RJ.. The r esult of the contact was 5 NV/, KIA 1s. During 

the night of 5- 6 June, LZ J k MIEreceivecl a standoff e:btack froo rockets., mortars, 

and sr.iall arms fire. The 2/7 Cav engaged with its r1rganics, IJlf., artillery., and 

"Shadow". A sweep of the area on 6 June resulted in a total of 7 NVJ, KIA fror.i 

the .action. An ambush on 7 June, conclucted by elements of B Co, 1/5 Cav, r es­

ulted in 5 NVA KI.A.' • On 13 June, A Co, 1/5 Cav found a weapons and nunitions 

cache 9 kilometers northe~st of LZ WHITE which yielded the following: 4:x.7.62 

ma.chine guns, 8x12.7 r.i.achine gun barrels, 100x82m m:irtar rounds and 800x12.7 

r ounQs. On 14 June, A Co, 1/5 Cav found the following additional items in the 

vicinity of its 13 June cacre find : 71 Soviet carbines, .. 1 . SKS carbine, 1x75am 

recoiless rifle, • 1 - German M-34 nachine gun, 12 t yt;ie 53 r.iachine guns, 3 Brow­

ning automntic rifles e.nd 9x81r.ira r.iortars. On the same c'.ate, the reconnaissance 

platoon of E Co, 1 /5 Ca.v ar.:ibushed an estimated 15 imli. viduals which r esulted in 

9 NVJ. Krr, · • On 28 June, B Co, 1/5 Cav found a lar.ige ar:10unt of NV!1 equiµnent 

and a r:iass grave 5 kiloneters west of LZ JOE which cootcined 62 NVA bodfos. 

(d) The mnth of July wns again characterized by numerous contacts in 

the Brigade AO. The ioost significant event of the r.:onth occurred on 2 July when 

C Co, 1/12 Cav made contact with a~ unknown-sized enemy force in bunkers. This 

contact, supported by air strikes, artillery, encl l.RA, lr.sted all ciay, rn cl on 

3 July, C Co, in n sweep of the contact area, .founc~ 31 NVA bod.es froo the contact 
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and a l ar ge anx,unt of medical supplies m C: other ite1..-1S.:., ThEi large complex con­

t ainec! nE::nrly 100 bunkE:rs, t'Wly of which appes.red to have been used as a medical 

treat ment f acility. On 12 July, A Co, 1/12 Cav rnadEi;,-tact with an unknown­

sized enemy force in bunkers. The contact broke after 20 minutes to allow air 

stri kes t o be placed into the area . A sweep of· the contact area on 13 July r e­

vealed the bodies of 16 NVA KIA an:: mmerous items were seized. On 23 July, 

D Co, 1/12 Cav, while conducting a bocb damage assess~nt (BDA) of a B-52 Strike, 

found the bodies of 9 NVA, several wn:!.tions, and 1400 ,lbs. of rice. On 24 

July, D Co, 1/12 Cav found a.a aclcitional 19 NVA killef·-~y the B-52 strike . 

d . 3rd Brigade Operations: 

( 1) During the 92-day reporting period, 1 Mar 1tirough .31 July, the 3rd 

Brigac~e continued offensive operations in its AO in f:ht!. vicinity of the Cambo­

dian border w.i.th the mission of interc'icting enemy infiltration routes and em­

ploying Geliberate ambushes on rejor trail networks to the. maxi.J:1l1Iil extent possi­

ble . During this 92-day period, 9 clays were taken up :~th troop mver.ients, nnd 

the remaining 83 clays w.i.th Brigace operations. 

( 2) The month of May we..s characterized by n•rllus light contacts in 

the .3rd Brigade AO. On the ~rning of 11 May, B Troop) 1 /9 Cnv, in sup:rx,rt of 

3rd Brigade operations, be£nn a series of contacts with enemy units entrenched. 

in bunkers. B Troop, 1/9 Cav utilized several ~ir stri:kes throughout the day 

resulting in 7 NVA killed by helicopter (KBH) and 9 N\fA_killec! by crtillury. 

The mo st significant contact of the nxmth occurred clu~.µig the early mrning hours 

of 12 May at LZ ANDY (3rc! Brigec!e Cot1t1,1nc! Post). The. received a heavy rock­

et an! B-40 attack followed by a ground probe ~d a ~~pper attempt which rE;sult-

ed in · several of the enemy insiC.e the perir.ietvr w.i.re, 'fotal enerzy casualties were 

heavy with the Jrd Brigade sustaining light casualties,, On 14 May, the Jrc! Bri-
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gade c AS€<l opor at _ions i n the Montana Rt>. i c~er AO ~ comnmced operntions in the · 

Comunche Warrior AO . In the ear ly rorning hours of 21 ¥.iay, LZ I.NOY again came 

uncer heavy attack. from 100x82an m::irtar rounds, all inpacting outside the perime­

t er. This initial onslaught was followed by small arr.is, B-40, end r ocket fire. 

Frienc:ly casualties were extremely light and 1 NVA was captured . .During the 

ronth, emphasis was pl.need upon ambush operc.tions and the interdiction of in­

filtration routes. 

(3) The nx:mth of June was one of light contact throughout the 3rd Bri­

gade AO. On 2 June, A and B Conpanies,, 1/8 Cav entered into a series of contacts 

14 kilomet ers northeast of LZ LIBBY which continued throughout the better p..:,rt, 

of the day. During the course of the battle, heavy mortar and B-40 rocket fire 

was receivec, while a total of six air strikes were deployec in retaliation 

against the eneey. Supporting the 1/8 Cav, a Cobra and LOH from C .Troop 1/9 

received hits from ground-to-air fire and were classified as "no fly. 11 Results 

of the action revealed light frie,ndly casualties with 2$ NVA KIA • The roost sig-

nificant action of the TJ.Onth occurred in the early r.nening hours of 12 June when 

the 1 /7 Cav Col!llw.nd Post at LZ JOY crone under a heavy inc~irect fire attack fol­

lowed by a grounc. assault. The battle raged on for approxima.tely two hours with 

severcll of the enemy attaining access inside the :wire. After heavy fighting, 

the enemy was repulsed leaving behind 35 c;ead. U.S. casualties were extremely 

light considering the int~nsity of the battle. There were nu.raerous accounts of 

sna.11 arms fire md B-40 rock1;:t attacks throughout the r.x:mth of June. Friend-

ly casualties were light with enemy casualties a.rnunting to 98 KIA' wi. th an un­

known number of enemy WIA? • 
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(4) the ioonth of July, like the previous two oonths, was one of nw:ierous 

but light contacts, At 0145 hours on 4 July, a Nightrui.wk ( n Coore. ·.~ Huey used 

for night-ti!OO surveillance) spottec1 anf. engaged 15 to 20 Sar.JPMB 21 kilooeters 

northwest of Phuoc Vi nh resulting in 5 sru:ipans cestroyed. On 5 July, LZ JJIDY r ~­

cei ved 85x82nm mrtar rounds resulting in 1 US KIA and 6 US Wi.A .. F.a.rly in the 

ioorning of 21 July, n Nighthawk north of LZ CJJWLYN along the Camodian border 

r eceived ground-to-e.ir fire. Later in the zoorning, C Troop, 1/9 17 kilometers 

east of Fhuoc Vinh spotted approximately 75 grey tubes Ji feet long • • The tubes 

wer e engagec! with organics resulting in numerous secondary explosions~ .. On 27 

July, B Troop, 1/9 JO ·kilometers northeast of Fhuoc Vinh spotted approxi.nately 

60 individuals md engaged them with organics and artillery resulting in 10 NVA 

KBH and 14 NVA killed by Artillery. Frienclly casualties during the oonth were 

light with IOO«:erate enany casualties. 

e . 11th lt.rraored Cavalry Regimant: 

On 11 May, the 11th Armred Cavalry Regiment was placed orooN to the 

1st Cavalry Division (/drI:Dbile) ancl ihitiated opere.tions in support of its 

three Brigades. This supp:>rt lasted until 14 May when the 11th .I.CR WP.s releas­

ed orooN to the 1st Infantry Division. On 22 June, the Regioent was ngain 

placed oreoN to the 1st Air· Cavalry Division with the mission or conducting in­

terdiction and security operations in the vicinity of An Loe along Highway 13., 

am. in the vicinity of Loe Ninh. At the encl of the reporting period, the 11th 

ACR was operating with two organic squadrons. The 11th .Aro::>red Cavaley Regitlent 

prepares _o.nd submits~ separate ORLL clirect to u ·m. 
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f. 1st Squadr on, 9th Cavalry Oper at i ons : 

(1) During t he quarter, A., .b1 and C Troops r eIJ!lined under 1/9 Cav con­

trol, anc i n support of the 1st, 3rd., and 2nc Brigade areas of operations res­

pect i vely. The Squadron r etfiined in general support of THE FIRST 'l'EAM. 

(2) Duri ng the quarter, the Squadron continued t o conduct extensive r e­

connaissance and surveillance operat i ons t hroughout the Division AO on a daily 

basi s . 

(3) Routine aissions for the Squadron included: Locating targets for 

air strikes., bomb carnage assessments., 11sniffE>r missions" (an airborne nethoc for 

det ecting enemy locations)., r econnaissance in direct support of friendly ground 

units, insertion of the Aero Rifle Platoon to conduct grounc~ reconnaissance., 

anc. security of c:owned e.ircraft in the Di.vision's AO. Inst::rtion, extracti on, 

and support of' the Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols, a,nd providing support for 

the Division's Combat Tracker Teans were also a pa.rt of the Squadron's routine 

missions. During this quarter, a new emphasis was placed on reacting to intel­

ligence information and ir.ipl antation of sensor c.eviees. Much of the intelligen­

ce r eceived arrl gathered by the Squaclron ceterrd.ned the location of eneey forces 

an:! their ultimate destruction~ 

(4) Many of THE FIRST TEI.M's significant contacts during the quarter 

Wtre a direct result of sightings or contacts by units of the Squacron. 

(n) May 

1. On 10 May, A Troop sighted 40 NVA in the open, which began a day 

long operation resul ting in 40 NVA KBH, 15 NVA KBA., and 10 NVit. killed by Artil­

l ery. 

2. On -24 ~1.ay., B Troop Blues were inserted nnd swept the area around 

LZ PHYLLIS. This sweep result eel in the cl:i.scovery of 72x1 O?rnr.1 :rockets, 68x1 20mra 

15 

·coNFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJEtT: Operational Report for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1969 

100rtar rounds, 86 RIG rounds, JO tons of rice c!estroyeC:, o.nd 2 NVA were killed. 

J. During the month of Mo.y, C Troop's AerQ Rifle Platoon was in­

serted 16 times resulting in 4 enany contacts and large aoounts,. of rice and 

other foodstuffs destroyed. 

(b) June 

1. On 2 June, on a sweep through~ bunker complex in the vicinity 

of LZ PHYLLIS, B Troop's Aero Rifle Platoon made contact with an unkn9Wfl--sized 

eneruy force. S~pport by soout teat1s;_, tube artillery an::l ARJ. result~d in 11 NVA 

KIA .. 

2. On 11 June, on a last light recon, J.. Troop observec. 15 to 20 

indi victuals riding bicp-cles: c!own a trill. The bicycles_ were heavily loaded with 

rice and clothing~ Engagement of the area r esulted in 15 NVA KBH anc! 19 bicy­

cles, destroyed. 

J. On 23 June, 0 Troop1s Aero Scout FlatQOn sighted a large· rice 

cache which included cans of fish,. beans, sacks of flour, and other foodstuffs. 

This sighting was made on an island in the Dong Mio. river. This cache was dsa---­

troyed by employnent of Tactical air strikes. 

(c) July 

1 • On 12 July, C Troop Blues found a rice 9ache _containing 2000 . 

lbs. of rice whic~ had Cm:lbodian e,oo • Laotian writing on : the bags. The Blues . 
. • ' ' 

also r.:iade contact with two in!ividuals which resulted in 2 NVA. KIA • 

2. On 21 July, a licout "8n from A Troop received •hee.vy ground-tQ­

air M-47 .am. .51 caliber fire from o.~roxirliately 1-5 individWlls ill a trench_Une. 

»Jgagement of the area with orge.ni_c wearoM, artillery ·.anc 'air strikes resulted 

in 11 NVA KBH am. 2:Jc.51 caliber positions destroyed • 
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3. On 27 July, a B Troop element observed numerous camp fires: in 

an area. The te.sl.Dl received int ense automatic weapons fire from approximately 

60 indi viduals·. The area was engagec with organics, artillery anc air strikes. 

The result s were 10 KBH and 14 NVA killed by Artillery. 

g . Division Cumulative Results: Results of Operations from 1 May to 31 

July 1969. 

( 1 ) Enemy: 2696 KIA' , 103 fW • captured., 164 crew-served weapons cap­

tured, 652 individual weapons captured, 4301 large caliber rounds captured, 173, 

804 small caliber rounds captured. 

(2) U.S.: 247 KIA , 1781 WIA out of which 732 require~ evacuation. 

h. Combat Support Elements Operations: 

( 1 ) 

(2) 

Division Artillery: 

11th Aviation Group 

Submitted Separately 

a. General: The 11th Aviation Group continued to provide general, 

tactical, an d logistical support for divisional am non-divisional u.n:its in III 

CTZ . B Company of the 227 AHB relocated on 12 July to Phuoc Vinh, providing bet­

t er support to units and to base defense. All w.jor installations in the Divi­

sion ar ea of operation received nunerous indirect fire attacks during the re­

porting period. Effects of these attacks on 11th Aviation Group aircraft a.re 

contained in TAB AF. 

b. Tactical Operations: TOAN THI.NG III started prior to the report­

ing period and has continued through . the current reporting period. The 227th & 

229th AHB 1s have renGered extensive support to large reaction forces daily. In­

creased Nighthawk · operations have proved very successful in observing and des .. 

troying ·enenw infiltration at night. During the reporting period, the 1st Air 

Cavalry AO extended to II CTZ boundary., with the 228th moving nuoerous fire su~ 

port basea in the relocation of the 2nd & Jrd B~igades into this area. 
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c. Unit DisJX>sition 

Phuoc Vinh: 

Tay Ninh 
Dau Tie.ng 
Bearcat 
Vung Tau 
Lai Khe 

HHC 11th J..vn Gp 
11 th GS Co (-) 
2Zl AHB (-) 
228 /.SHB ( -) 
229th AHB (-) 
Co B, Co D, 229th AHB 
Co J,1 Co B, 228th /.SHB 
Asta Plat, 11th Gen: Spt Co 
Co A, Co D, 227th /JfB 

d . Traffic control elements of 11th Avn Gp roper ted the fo l l owing air 

traffic at Division Ba&e airfield for the mnths of Ma:r,, June, arx! July 1969: 

1. VFR 

R/W Day 

93,302 

2. GCA 2021 

R/W Night 

11,485 

F/w~y 

9636 

F/w Night 

1/+'Z'f 

3. During the reporting period., both GCA and NDB approaches were 

flight checked and certified. 

(3) 13th Signal Battalion Ope.rations 

a. During the period covered by this report, the 13th Signal Bat­

talion proviced comt.'Wlications for the 1st Cavalry Di vision (1.i.rmbile) in the 

conc'.uct of Operations IDNI'ANA Rf.IDF.R., MONI'/Jllt. SCOUT, COMANCHE W/iRRIOR, CREEX II., 

&IlG KENTUCKY cooom. 

b. Operation M:>Nl'/JU. Rl..IDER: This operation was in process at the 
• ' 

sto.rt of the rep::>rting period and terminated on 13 May 1969. Corm:o.mications 

installed in support of this operation ware reported. in the 001.L errling JO April 69 

c. Operation lt'.)NI'ANA SCOUT: Cor.rnu.nications support • for this opera­

tion was reported in the last OOLL. 
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d. Operation COMANCHE W/Jl.RIOR: This operation was conducted during 

the pe,;iocl 14 May - 1 June 1969. Conr:n.mications to support the tactical opera-

tions were provided as follows: 

1. Nine t elephone l'.fld t el etype channels were provided through the 

J.rmy J.rea Communications System anc. t€rmi.nated with Division assets: 

(a) Four corniron user voice circuits from ~yking Switchboard 

to Shotgun Switchboard at Bien Hoa.· 

(b) One hotline voice circuit from DTOC Swi~chboard to Shotgun 

(c) One teletype circuit from Skyking CotEcenter to Shotgun 

-Commcenter. 

(d) One teletype circuit for passing intelligence. 

(e) Two voic~ circuits fron Division Artillery to 1/21 Artillery. 

2. FM radio retransmission facility established at ~uoc Vinh to 

link 3rc Brigade elenents remaining at Quan Loi with the forward CP at Bien Hoa. 

This faci.lity was oaintained for the Brigade B-1 ·and B-2 radio nets until a 

Brigade r elay could be establi.shed at Nui Chua Chan. 

3. Two AN/lftC-112 four channel systems 

(a) Bien Hoa to LZ LOIS 

( b) Bien Hoa to LZ LIBBY 

4. One HF SSB radio with voice and racioteletype capability. 

e. Opere.tion CREEK II: The iJ:'r;Jy J.rea voice end teletype circuits 

in operation at Bien Hoa were extended am reterminated at Blackhorse-Long Giao. 

The fo]J,pwing additional commmications were installed: 

1. Tl«> additionnl voice circuits from Shotgun-Quan Loi to Shotgun-

Blackhorse. 19 
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2. FM r etr~sr~ssion facility was established on Mui. Chua Chan 

to provide the Brigade access to the D-1 anc1 D-2 nets. 

3. One adt.!itional artillery coordination circuit to BH'!'f.C and one 

to 18th /JlVN Division at Xuan Loe. 

4. Two AN/MRC-112 fotm channel VHF systems were deployed; Blackhorse 

to LZ ROCK and 81ackhorse to LZ LIBBY. 

f. Operation KENI'UCKY COUGAR: The followi.ng cornraunicntions were pro­

vic:e<;l to each Brigade: 

1. One HF SSE radio t eat:1 to use. in the Division Delta-.3 net. 

2. One HF SSB r adio team to use in the Division Delta-4 net with 

provisions for telephone patch capability .when required; reverts to Delta-3 

backup when not in use. 

3. One complete 4 channel VHF system to each brigade, c.eployec. as 

follows: 1st Bde .. LZ GRAm' to Tay Ninh; 2nd Bde - LZ DOLLY to Lai Khe (changed 

29 July: LZ O.t.KF,EFE to LZ Ml.RY); 3rd Bde - LZ WE.SCOTT to Quan Loi. 

4. One HF SSB rncio team to use in the D-7 net. 

5. One SB-22 swi tohboard and wire installa Uon teen f'or the Bri­

gac!e FSE. 

6. Nine channels per brigade were provided utilizing the l.rmy Aree 

CoJI1I:1unications Systeo: 

(a) Four col!l!OOn user voice circuits. frot:1 Skyki.qg to the brigade 

sld tchboard 

(b) One hotline 1':rom DTOC sldtchboard to the brigade S2/3. 

(c) One teletype circuit from Skyking Cot1ll.center to brigarle cornr.i-

, center. 
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(c ) One t el etype circuit from c.i.vision l evel RRU conpeny to 

br igade l evel RRU plat oon. 

(e) One voice circuit fron Division Artillery to uirect Support 

artillery bcttalion. 

(f) Ont •oice circuit fron the LCC Forward t o the brigace FSE. 

?. J.n ac'.ditfo;,al MF SSB r adiotel etype was sent to LZ BUTTONS for 

use by the FSE in the D-7 radi o net. 

8. The OFCON of the 11th /1CR creat ed the r equirement for ndc'.i tion-

o.l circuits to the Livision Headquarters. 

(a) Two conn~on us er voice circuits to Skyki.ng Switchboard. 

(b) Thre.,: sole user circuits; G-3., G-2, md G-3 Air. 

(c) One t ~l e~ype circuit to Skyking Col!ll!l.center. 

(d) One voice circuit from Division Artillery to Blackhorse FDC. 

g. Luring all t>f the period covered by this report, the 13th Signal 

Battalion also proviced: 

1. FM radio t ermine.tions in all Division md field force nets. 

(for the Li.vision Headquarters), ani Support Command Headquarters. 

2. AM HF SSB rac'.io terminations in all Livision Nets for the Divi-

sion HeaC:quarters and the Support Comr.iand Hendquarters. 

3. Four channel VHF systems for the 11th A vn Gp· between Phuoc Vinh, 

Dau Tieng, and Tijy Ninh. 

4. Switchboard anG wire installation service for the Division Hqsa 

5. · Message Center an:l courier service for the Division Headquar-

•ters -anrt....eupport Col!lr.lailc Headquarters. 

6. Terminations for approxinatelJ 25 voice and teletyi:e channels 

to higher and adjacent headquro-ters ( circuits provided by the Arr;ry Area Communi-

cations System). 21 
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(4) 8th Engineer Battalion Operations 

a. Lwing the reporting period, the greatest part of the 8th Engineer 

Battalion's effort was directed towards supp,rt of the 1st t.ir Cavalry Civision 

I 

in Operation Toan Thang III. The Battalion was involved in operations for 92 

days during the reporting period. The 8th Engineers con~tructed or reopened 18 

fire bases for the Division, upgraded eight other fire bases which were operated 

by the 1.,ivision, and dism!Ultled eight fire ba~es which were no longer required 

1 , for tactical operations. A chronological listing of fire base openings and 

I I 

closings is included in TAB K. Non-divisional engineer effort in III Corps con­

tinued to be directed toward upgrading the facilities in division base camps at 

Tay Ninh, Phuoc Vinh, Lai Khe, md Quan Loi. The effort by non-divisional engi­

neer units was coordinated by the 8th Engirm,ar Battalion. This effort has been 

significant and has eruibl.ed the 8th Engineer Battalion to c!evote the majority of 

its time md effort to direct cotlbat supp:irt of the 1st ilr Cavalry Div:lsion. 

'!:>. Headquarters and Headquarters Company reIM.ined at Phuoc Vinh during 

the rer.:orting period. HHC supported the Une companies with construction equip­

raE,nt c.nc. water points. The 100vements of equipnent md ca.terials required 520 CH-

54 and CH-4? s:>rties in suppo1·t of the construction effort,. The divisional water 

points produced over 1.6 raillion gallons of potable water during the pe,riod. The 

equipnent platoons were involved in several construction nnd mintena.nce projects 

in the division area. The upgrading of the Prek Kl.ok airfield to C-130 capa­

bility was cot:1.pleted in May-, the repair of the C-1.30 airfield at Bunard WllS ini­

tiated on 1? July nnd conpleted on 20 t!uly. The upgrade of the rond net in /.rea 

20 at Bien Hoa was cor.:tpleted on 29 July., and work contirmes on the upgrade of 

drairu.i.ge nn:l roads in f'huoe Vinh. Helicopter po.els mid roadwaya received appli­

cations· of ?2,000 gallons of as}ilaltic penetrative soil binder. 
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c. Conpany A r ecained in support of the 1 st Brigade during the period 

with its base cacrp at Tay Ninh. Lir ect cotlbat support included demlition and 

mi.ncsweep t eams t o support the infantry. The fire bases at IKE, GRANT, CAROLYN, 

m d ST BJ..RBiiRA were naintained and upgraded during the · period. Mejor assistance 

on the construction of LZ WHITE was given to the f.RVN and n new fire base was 

constructed at LZ BECKY. The fire base at LZ CJ.ROLYN was dismantlec! enc. closed. 
, 

In Tay Ninh, lir.rl.ted construction project s were complet ed on a mission request 

basis . Major proj ect s cor.1plet ed at Tay Ninh included the construction of SEA 

huts for brigade units, a fire direction center and t actical operations center. 

On 15 July, a p).atoon (-) displaced to Phuoc Vinh to build SE:h huts for divisional 

units. 'l;his elenent rene.ins at Phuoc Vinh at the clo';e of the rep::irting period. 

d . Company B remained in c.irect support of the 2nd Brigade wi. th its 

CP at, Lai Khe. Direct combat support included daily ninesweep and dernolitiQn 

suprort to infantry units in the field nn:l construction, rehabilitation and 

closing of fire bases in the brigade AO. Luring the reporting period., fire base 

BEI'TY was op€ned, fire base LORI was reopened and existing fire bases e.t DOLLY, 

JOE, and JAf..ftE were upgrac:ed to improve their defensive posture. The fire bases 

at LOill and BRI'TY were dismnntled and closed when there were no longer require­

ments for their use in brigade operations. One platoon remined in gen6ral sup­

PJrt of the division at Phuoc Vinh until 13 July when it returned to Lai Khe. 

Luring this period, the platoon constructed SEA huts throughout Phuoc Vinh, r.t 

the Livision EM Club, am the Pegasus Theatre at Division Headquarters. 

e. Company C remained in c1.irect support of' the 3rd Brig~de with its 

CP at Quan Loi. Minesweeps and derolition support were provided to th~ infantry · 

on an as requested basis. The constru.ction, reh~bilitation, add closing or fire 

bases. in the brigade AO wns the compc-my's main concern during the reporting period. 
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New fire bases were constructed at LZ's LIBBY, ROCK, JOY, WESCOTT, JULY, VIVIAN, 

and 0 1KEEFE. Old fire bases were reopened v.t LZ•s ~ELLY, LOIS, CUiLI, and ELLEN 

in support of. the brigade, while those o.t KELLY, J,AKE, CINDY, LIBBY, and ROCK 

w8re dismantled and closed when no longer requir t-id 1,n 13upport of tact;i.cal opera­

tions. One platoon ,remains at QuD.n Loi upgr~i-::.:1.r~g the defensive wire and providing 

limited general support of the brigade base ~Fmp. 
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2. ( C) Significant t.ctivitics 

a . General: See paragraph la. 

b. Significant activities occuring within the Division AO during the 

reporting pericd. 

(1) l May: Troop M, Jrd Squadron, llth t,rmored Cavalry Regiment ( ACR) 

disc overed 20,400 pourrls of rice stored in 200 ard 250 pourrl packages 4 kil-

ometer s southeast of LZ BEG.i!Y·; 10,000 pounds was extracted while the remainder 

was destroyed in place. 

(2) 2 May: Ccmpany C, 2n:i Battalion, 7th Cavalry, while corrlucting 

an operation in conj unct ion with elements frcm Troop B, 1st Squadron, 9th 

~ava.J.ry~ in. AO BLUE, discovered 30,000 pounls ·of rice packaged in 150 po,md 

bags. A further search of the general urea prcduced onexSKS rifle, 200 

pounds of bandages, thirty bottles of medicine and equipment for intravenous 

feeding. 
(3) 6 May: Ccmpanie s C and E, 2ni Battalion, 8th Cavalry deferding 

LZ CMtftl'I received a mortar arrl rocket attack followed by a regimental size 

ground attack by NVA forces. The grmmd assault was launched simultaneously 

frcm the southwest and north at 0200 hours; breaching a portion of the 

perimeter at 0225 hours and de.5traving . a 105mm hOwitzer am1mmition area at 

0315 hours. Fighting continued throughoot the early morning, with U .s. forces 

utilizing all available support. Counter attacks reestablished t.he perimeter 

and the enemy force began withdrawing at 0415 hours, with ccntact finall.V 

breaking at 0600 hoors. At first light three ccmpan,v sized units were ·air 

assaulted to block and interdict ,avenues of escape to the north and west. 

~ ..,, Final results of the NV A assault were 198 enemy KIA, 30 PW, -r. 10 of which 

wer e wounded. Ene~ equipment captured consisted of Zx6Cmn mortars, 8lxt.K-47 
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rine s, 11 Rocket Propell ed Grenades (RPG), and ?. rocket launchers, 9 RPD 

machine guns, 1 type 57 machine gun, 128 RPG rounds, 100,£,0rnm mortar roums, 

ll.x82mm mortar rcurrls , 10x75mm Recoiless Rifle rounds, 12,Q()() rounds of 7 .62nm 

ammunition, 285 grenades, 325 satchel charges, 3 Chic an rarlios, 3 pole 

charges , and 1x82rnm mortar sight. Frierrlly casualt i e s were 10 US KIA aw. 

73 'WI/lo 

(4) 6 May: Ccmpanies C and E, 5th Battalion, 7th Cavalry d ef errling 

LZ Jl6R r ec~ivcd an est:imated 125-150 mixed (Dinm and 82mm mortar r otmds 

f ollowed by a grourrl prcbe frQn an unknown size enemy force at 0320 hOurs-. 

The enemy force broke contact l:\nd cva'icd at 0430 hours. Two rifle cr:mpa.nies 

were airlifted to LZ J~ to corduct operations to the scuth am southwest 

attempting t o reestablish the contact. t. first l~ht secU"ch of the batUe­

field produced 8 NVA Klf.., '}JctJ{-47 rifles, lx'B-40 rocket launcher, '!/>Ox!K-47 

roun:ls, 5 hard grenades, 5 bangalore torpedoes, arrl 5 gas masks. Frierdly 

casualties were 4 US KIP., and 25 US WI/.. 

(5) 12 May: Ccmpanies A and E, 2m Battalion, 12th Cavalrv ·aeferrling 

LZ ~AN!'. received a mortar and rocket attack f01lowed by a two ccmpa.ny grrund 

assault that breached a portion of the western perimeter ,md occupied two 

bunkers. Massed fire frQn tJ:U, and artillerv supported the count.et' attack 

that reestablished the por:imeter. IL search of the battlefield disclosc-0 45 

NVA KiiL., 3 NVA PW~ 7 irrlividual arrl 8 cr0w-served weapons wore captured. 

Tho NVA assault accounted f~ 5 US KIA, and 40 US WIJ\. 

(6) 12 May: CQnpa.ny E, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry defending LZ 

;J~IE :r,.eceived a mcrtar and rocket attack of 200 rourrls follo,,,ed by a 

battalion size grourrl. assault that breached one bunker on the per:imetcr. 
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The bunker was quickly neutralized and the perimeter reestablished; the NVA 

force broke contact and withdr ew at 0615 hours. A s weep of the battle area 

prcrluced 70 NVA KIA, l NVA PW (1'!I/l), 26 indivict.ual weapons, 5 rocket launchers, 

47xB-40 rockets and 200 hand grenades. The NVA assault resulted in 7 US KIil, 

ani 35 US WI/1. 

( 7) 12 May: 3rd Brigade Headquarters, on Li AIIDt, arrl Canpany E, 1st 

Eattalion, 7th Cavalry defending LZ PH'fJJ,I~ received mort/1l' arrl rocket 

attacks f01lowed by ground probes fran sappers an:l NV/, infantrv elements. 

Results of the action inclunro 13 NV A KIA, miscellaneous arrmunition, grenades 

and demolitions captured. This resulted in 3 US KIA and 32 US 1•.l'.IA. 

( 8) 21 May: Canpanies A and E, 2nd Battalion, 5th Cavalry defenr\ing 

LZ IK-E r eceived 3Tlall arms, B-40 rocket, and grenade attack frQn an unknown 

size enemy farce. The cont act was initiated at 0248 hours and continued 

witil 0440 hours, with the 2-5 Cav employi~ organic wea.pons arrl Shadow in 

support. A check of the battlefield prcrluced 12 NV A KIA, 1 NVA. PW, 7xAK-47 

rifles, and miscellaneous grenades arrl demolitions. Friendly casualties 

were 2 US WIA. 

(9) 23 May: Canµany E, 5th Battalion, 7th Cav/'llry defenrling LZ JOE 

received a mortar arrl rocket attack of 20~ rourrls and a ground assault fran 

an estime:ted NV,".. canpany. The groum assault started at 0340 hcurs and 

contac ceased at 0420 hcurs. Enemy losses were 8 NV!: KIA, 4 }JVi~. PW (1f[A), 

l:xftanm mortar, 50 r01.urls of morti:Jr amnnmition, and 8xJ\I<-47 rifles captured. 

The attack resulted in 13 U3 WIA. 

(10) 23 May: Trocp B, 1st Squarlron, 9th Cavfllry aperaUng in 

conjunction with elements of .Lst Battalion, 5th Cavalry discovered a cache 

27 

CONFIDENTIAL 

•1.,,,....r........-.iott_._,.._ 1·-l!"""!l"'t'_.. __ .. __ _ 



I 

1 

, l 

CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: Cperatiooal Report fer C1uarterly Pericrl :Y<.;nding 31 July 1969 

consisting of 153 mortar rourrls,xl34 B-40 rounds, 90xl07rmn rockets, 100 t ons 

of r i ce, 15.2 tons of salt, and .31 cases of assorted weapons and amnunition. 

(ll) 24 May: Troop B, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry Blues operating with 

one pl atoon of D Ccmpany, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry discovered a cache of 

10Jxl07mm r ockets, 12.lQcB-40 rourrl s, 40 tons of rice, and 15 tons of salt. 

Two NV/., wer e killed am two.xliK-47 rifles were captured in the near vicinity 

which r esulted in no friendly losses. 

(12) 27 May: Troap C, 1st SquEdron, 9th Cavalry while corrlucting a 

Bomb Damage ,:ssessment (BOA) of an air strike, 11 kilaneters southwest of 

LZ RQ:flf; ~ discovered a cache of l 75x200 pound b~ s of salt. 1, s:irnilar RDh 

l r,c.er in the day discovered between 100 arxi 150xl00 pound ba2:s of rice. 

(13) 28 May: Canpany B, 1st Battalion, 81:.h Cavalry while conduct:i:ng 

a ccmbat assault to the northeast of LZ· Rtck r eceived fl!lall arms fire f'rcm 

a bunker ccmplex. The enemy force was e~aged with orgM.ic weapons, artillery, 

arrl two air strikes as Canpany B swept through the bunker area. A search of 

the area re:vealed 1 Slc.«3 rifle, 150 romds of /X-47 aJ!IIUU'lition, 4,0i5 p~mds 

of flour, 315 pounds of rice, 1,100 prurrls of noodles and miscellane911s 

_medical supplies arrl documents. There were no US casualties. 

(1.4) 29 May-: Ccm.pany C, 1st Battalion; 8t;h Cavalry while corrlucting 

a.n _offensive operation ncrt.heast of LZ Rmk found a cache, containing 9,750 

pounds of sugar, 28,100 pourrls of salt, 20,250 pourrls of rice, 2,600 pounds 

of peanuts, am miscellaneous cQoking utensils such as pots., plates am 

silverware. C<lnpany B, also while corrlucting a · search of the area northeast 

of L.'l Rn, found a cache containing 1~60nun ·mortar r~ds, 67 RPG rourrls, 

19 RPG-7 r~s,· am a variety of iJther ammunition, i"tizes am mines. 
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(15) 31 May : Canpany '9 , 1st 3a: talion, 8th Cavalry w'1ile cont:inuing 

t he ir sweep northeast o.f L~ R(~l{ r:liscovured three bunkers containing 20,000 

poum.s of s alt, 3,000 pourrl s of rice ann 65 cooking pots. 

(16) 2 Jun: Sporad ic enemy contacts erupted thr 0ughout the Division 

AO as el ements continued their mission of i nterdicting and destroy-irig enemy 

forc es. The large.st contact was by Ccmpanies A and 13, 1st Battalion, 8th 

Cavalry northeast of LZ ROOK~ in vicinity of the cache sites. Total enemy 

losse s for the day were 54 NVt, KI!., with miscellaneous medical, foc:xl arrl 

weapons supplies · captured. As a result of the days contacts 14 US were KIA 

and 53 WH. 

(17) 11 Jun: Canpany :1 , 1st Battalion, ?th Cavalry operating in 

vicinity of LZ JOY. arrl Ccmpany D, 1st Battalion, 8th Cavalry operating north 

of LZ ROOK uncovered two sizeable caches. Enemy equipment and forrl captured 

cons j_sted of 9 irrlividual weapons, 42.3 tons of salt, 5 t ons of nour, vary­

ing amounts of other fooo stuffs such as cooking oil, sugar, dried fish, 

nocrlles, and tobacco; additional supplies captured were medical supplies, 

clothing, phot o paper, 3 bicycles and assorted bicycle parts. 

(18) 12 Jun: Ccmpanies D and E, l~t Battalion, 7th Cavalry while 

defending LZ JOI. received a mortar a.rrl rocket attar.k of 300 rourrls, along 

with heavy small anns, autanatic weapons and S-40 fire. ·'l'he NVA force broke 

l!Ontact at 0445 hours with the friendly units employing organic weapons, 

artillery fire ani Sha.dew. The unsuccessful attack resulted in 35 NV/, KIA, 

2 NVA PW, arrl capture of 22 /¥.-47 rifles, assorted aimnunition arrl mines. 

The friendly forces sustainerl. 5 US KIA, and 10 US WI.A. 

(19) 14 Ji.m: Canp_any A, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry comucting apera- • 

tions north of LZ DW,Y discovered a bunker canplex containing 71 Soviet 
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carb ines, l SKS rine., 2X7• ~tecoiless Rines, 9JC8l.nm mortars, 3 machine guns., 

and 3 autQ!latic rines. 

( 20) 18 Jun: Canpanies D a.rd "3., ?,rrl Rat talion, 5th Cavalry deferrling 

· LZ IKE received a mortar and rocket attack along with small arms and autanatic 

weapons fire as NVil sappers attempted to penetrate the perimeter. The enemy 

was engaged with organic weapons, !RI., StwH,w, and withdrew at 031) hours. 

The NVl'. corviucte.d a starrl off attack on LZ GRANT at the same time the sappers 

were attempti~ to penetrate DE. Results ef the attack on LZ :lR! were 37 

NV!, KIA, 3 NV/. FW, assortert individual weapons, r.iines, arrl ammunition 

captured. The attack coot 3 US KIA arrl 11 US WIA. 

(21) 20 Jun: Conpanies D arrl E, 2rrl Battalion, 5th Cavalry- continuing 

to defend LZ llE were subjected to their second mortar and rocket attac~, 

in threE~ days followed by an assault by an NVA I3attalicn. The attack ccmmenced 

at 0103 hcw-s and the NVA force was engaged by organic weapons, artillery, 

MA, arrl Shadow until they withrirew fran the battle area and broke contact at 

0240 hours. Final results of the NVA assault were 90 NVA KIA, 5 WA PW (WIA)., 

6 machine guns, 33 irrlividual weapons and 10 rocket launchers captured along 

with nunerl')Us rol.mdS of rocket, small arms, arrl Recoiless Rifle arnmunit ion. 

Friendly casualties were 7 US KIA, am 19 US WIA. The 'NVA l3attc:llion assault 

on LZ 1'E was coordinated with stand off attacks directed tCMard L~'s JAMIE, 

ST. BARBARA. GRANT and WHITE. 

( 22) 28 Jun: Canpan.y B, 1st Battalion, 5th Cavalry while ccnductinp; 

BOA of a B-52 Strike 12 kilometers east of LZ WHITE, found 54 Killed 

by Air (KBA) Rm nuner~s small items of equiprnE111; and ammmition. 
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( 23) 3 Jul: Canpa.ny C, 1st Battalion, 12th Cavalry while corrlucting 

a sweep scutheast of LZ QRAfft where there had been contact the previous 

day, fotm.d 32 NVA KIA, 15 :million units of penicillin and assorted small arms 

munitions . A Demolitions cache was al.so captured during the same sweep. 
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SEXJTION II: LE3SONS Lt ARNED 

I o Personnel: None 

n,, Ooerations: 
• i; Tactical ({,er at ions ~ainst bunker conplexes: 

• \1) Observation: Tactics arrl t e chniqu es used against bunker ccmplexes­
has alwavs be en a matter f or canmarrl concern within the 1st Cavalrv Division. 
During the month of April 1969, as the Division e:xparrled its operations within 
War Zone C, an increased nunber of bunker cQnpl e:ires were discotrered that were 
extremely well f ortified . Due to an u;icrease in US casualties, ccmbined with 
the variati0n of tactics within the Division and the wide variation of r esults 
attained, a need f or, arrl the development of a st ani ardized sequence of 
tactical events -when opera.ting in or ~a:i.nst a bunker cQTJplex was recognized. 

l2) Evaluation : Basically two bunker area situations confront the 
battalion and ccmpany ccmnander. The first one, classed as, "Attack of a Kno\'m 
Bunker Ccmplex, 11 tr oops not in c ontact. The secorrl situation, and the most 

.: ccmmon t o date, is classed as a "MeetJryf, Engagement in a Bunker Ci:mplex", 
troops in cont.act. It usuall¥ devel0p~ when the point man be ccmes a casualty 
and the l ead cleme nts aN pinned doWn o;r enemy fir e . 

(3) Re conmerrlation: 
(a) Techniques devel0ped by the 1st Cavalry Division in tactical 

operations against bunker conplexes be disseminai;, ed to other RVllT units for 
t heir c onsiderat j on. • 

'b At-t a.ck of a known bunker complex, troops not in crmtact, is a 
planned attack. The sequence of tactic;al events (shown below) i s based on the 
use of _Division resources, an:l upon a P+anning cycle beg inning earlv the 
even i ng b e fore the attack. The most critical step and often the moot difficult, 
in this sequence, is r econnaissance of. the area in order to locate and define 
the cqnplcx. During the actual execut'lon phase of the c'l.ttack, all timing is 
keyed to a planned air strike whi ch mu$t take place 10 minut es after CS is 
initially delivered into the bunker area. . Normally the CS is rielivered in the 
fonn of E-158 bcmblets droppoo fran a Cav helicopter. The att acking ground 
forces, contr olled fr~ a CQ!Jmand and Contr ol helic0pter, must be l ocated so 
they can beg in the assault on the bunkers 30 minutes after t he CS has been 
placEi~ on target. Timing of the tactical sequence must be rig irl. due to the use 
of CS; the operation must be well plarmed and executed in order to achieve the 
meximum r esults. · • 

TIME 

M 

M PLUS 10 

A'I'T ACK OF A KNO·!f! BUNKER CGIT:'Lr<;X 
(TROcPS NOJ' ·rn CONI' AGI') 

ACTlON 

DEL IVER CS IN ~DUNKER 
/REA BY C/1.V ~UCcPTER. 

Aill. FCRCE !)Ji!, rv•s CLUSTEn 
BCMB UNIT 25 1S . IN THE C? ilREA, 
WTI'H 75018 BCMB~ AND Nl\F JilM 
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Tl.ME 

M PLUS 15 

M PLUS 25 

M PLUS 30 

ACTIClY 

PU!' MffiE CS IN!' 0 
THE AREA. 

SATURl a:'E THE .mEA WII'H 
TUBE i\'.i.Til.LERY. 

USE f.J'/.A .\ND scours DURIID 
THE FINAL ENI'RY INI'O THE 
DUNKERS. 

QC•fMENI' 

CAV Lffi'..:lltil 

MIX FU7,R DELAY AND 
C)UICK • C CNI' INUE 
UNI'll TROCPS APPROJ,CH. 

c Meeting engagement in a bunker ccmplex, tr oaps in contact is a 
most difficult situation to control. The first action by friendly forces must 
b e r apid application of fir e power f ollowed by exploitation ~ ino; fire azrl 
mane 1Ner. If these actio~ fail, the sequence of tactical events (shown below), 
the r cc,)very of casualties, am disengaganent fr an enemy forc es beQ'. in s:imultan­
e ~ sly. Three critical areas with tr o9,ps in contact in a bunker ccmi:,lex are 
firing of available smoke t o allow dis~agement; markino; of friennlv positions 
early t o reduce :identification time pri~ to ARA arrl Air Force fir.'hter strikes; 
am getting a Ccmrnand ani Control helicapter airborne to control the act ion 
and sequence of events. 

C PLUS 2 

C PLUS 15 

C PLUS 25 

C PLUS 45 

MEEI'IITT ENGLGElrnNT IN /, BUNKER CCMPLEX 
(TROCPS IN CCNI' /.CT) 

ACTION 

corrr ACT 

DELIVER 1'.RTILLERY 3-fOCE ON 
FRIENDLm<J. EXI'Rl'.CT CASUJJL­
TIES. 

OOAGE wrr H /J1.A UNI' lL ARRIV f.I. 
CF CS BIRD; DELIVEn CS IM THE 
BUNKER .'REA. 

SATDnATE THE i\REA WITH TUB~ 
I.RTILLERY ~n. FIDHl'ERS 
ARRIVE. 

DELIVER N/.P AIM ON THE CQ.1FLEX; 
FOLLCJ:l Wil'H 750LD BCMBS IF 
AV All.ABLE. 

J.3. 

CO"FIDENTl~L 

C()lMENTS 

R~UE$l' !IR ~J:tlKES, CS, 
J\t1TILL.ERY SM~E. 

SHCtJLT) BE f,N /,,Ul'(}1'f.T re 
.~er ION BY FO & co CCMMA.NDm. 

USE BN LCG BID.D FCR CS. 

ONCE DISENG!,GEJ) 1')(\ Nert' us -n: 
ARA. 

AT THIS TJME FRll'MDLY UNTI' 
lB C-'.:NSIDfflll T 0 BF. RIDRrur­
nn AND PRJ!l\ ~ING '1.1 0 ATTACK. 
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9- Tactical Metha:.is of Conducting BDA' s of "Heavy Artillerv" concentrations 
ard f,ir Strikes ; 

1 Cbservr.t i on: During" the past three morrt,hs, elements of the Division 
have on occasion made cont act whil e conrlucting a BDJ'. 0f a "Heavy 1'.rtill ery" 
Concentration or /,ir strike . Aerial r econnais sance has frequently detected 
bunkers having been r ebuilt and ground movement throughout the area after such 
a strikeG Since unit s are required t o ccncl.uct either air or ground BDA I s of 
each strike , a pattern is quickly est ;iblished that t he enemy can easily 
ascertain . 

2 Evaluation: The concept of c onsidering areas of "Heavy Artillery" 
strikes a s be ing cleared of enemy forces must be av oided . Tho enemy knows 
that either a gr ound or air BDA will be conduct ed ani will often r eturn to 
the area of the strike in anticipation of inflicting personnel and/or . 
equipment 1 os ses. 

3 RecQnffieniation: 
a Careful r eccnnaissance by air should· be acccrnplished prior 

t o insertion of grouni forces. J.rtillery follow-ups, adjusterl. by scout teams, 
is eff ect ive in placing fire on areas that show the possibility of enemy 
f orces be ing present. The BD!, reconnaissance must vary in time arrl not be 
conducted on a scheduled basis after the strike. 

C. Bangalore Torpen.oos f;gainst Fortified Enemy Positions: 
_l Cbs ervation: Two major pr oblans a rifle ccmpany encounters when 

in contact with enemy elements loca:~erl in a bunker cr:mplex are; well camouflagen 
bunker s and hidden lanes of fire. 

2. Evaluation: The bunkers ,Jre c0nstructed in such a manner as to 
s eal oft all avenues of approach. This is acccmplished by constructing the· 
c cmplex in thickly vegetated bamboo with interlocking lanes of grazing f1.re. 
Be cause of the enemy's expertise in the use of c0Ver and concealment, it is· 
extremely difficult to detect and nlace effective organic fire on his positions. "{J·· ·RecQnmendation: -

{ie.'. The bangalore torpedo is an effective means of cleari~ fields 
of fire far the employment of organic weapons. The torperlo can be brought to 
the contact area by helicopter arrl. dispersed t0 the lead elements, slid under 
the bamboo and detonated. The bangalore will clear a large field of fire 
which enables the ground ccmma.nder to eng~e the enemy with organic weapons. D. Marking Unit Locaticns for Supporting Aircraft During rericds of 
Reduced Visibility or Darkness without the Benefit of Ground Control Approach 
Radar ( GCA). 

t.1 Cbservation: Aircraft supporting ground units, while in contact 
with enemy forc es, have the initial problem of finding the unit and becQning 
orientated . after arrivif¥s on · station. 

2 Evaluation: When a unit is in contact during the hours of reduced 
visibility or darkness, it beccmes necessary to provide a lcng range means of 
identifying the unit's ex.a.ct l ocation for fRA, aerial resupply or other 
supporting aircraft. 

• 3 IlecQID'nendation: 
a Firi~ a white phosphorcus mr.1rking round in the vicinity of 

the unit enables approaching aircraft to be guicier:l to the general location 
where conventional means of identification may be e;mployed. 
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L . Leaflet '1issions: 
• 1 Q)servation: Frequently, ·ground cont acts are light anrt so short-

lived that l ea flet coverage cculd not :J:ie acccmplished with any assurance that 

the anem_v was st.ill in the area. 
2 EvaJ.uati0n! !'.n 11 on the spot: 11 leaflet covera-'?;e system, where 

limitecl. amounte of l eafl ets could be 1istributed, was need.en by the battalions 

for local use. 1\n 11 on the spot" reaction box containing five <liffertlnt tvpes 

of l ea.nets that could be used in support of tho battalion's mission, was ma.de 

up far each battalion.. Instructions were noste<:i in eac.h box telling the user 

what the leaf1.et 1 s themes were and ho.w the;v might bo distribut,e<l. Emphasis 

was placed on "hand cl.istribution of l~~fletsrt bv US soldiers as they moved 

thru papulated areas, down trails, or thru enemy bi.mkers. 
(3· Reccmmerrlation: 

~a · Dattalion S-5 1s rnaint:iin en harrl, a l:imited nunber of leaflets, 

of various conmen themes for immoo.iat~ 'iJis::.ribution (a:ir or ground), when 

PSYCF exploitation of the situation earl .support the:ir rnissicr. 

,, Rice Destruction: 
!l' Cbservation: The DivisidlD' has been plagued by the t:ir.te required 

and -the meth<Xi of destro:y:ing large am~"' of rice. 
2 Evaluaticn: A methcd of ci~stroying rice en a large scale is 

needed us:ing materials readily avail~ie!: fran a fire base (forward) to the 

cQnpany in the field. • 
3 necQ!linendation: · 

'.a~ A methoi used by this _:Division is by either digging a large 

hole or us:ing an existing artillery or: banb crater; partially filling the hole 

or us ing an existing artillery or bcmb crater; partially filling the hole with 

JP4 or MOOi.S and stacking the rice and deadfall in layers over the crater tmis 

making a large oven. By igniting the fuel with a trip flare, the rice ,.,ill 

be turned into blackened ash ~thin ~12 hours. The heat generated by the fuel 

is enol.:(~h to break down the ci::mpositj~ of the rice leaving it tat.ally i.musable 

by the enemy 
G. Use of CS to Contaminate Rice:- • 

l Cbservation: Units contitluti to find large tll!lCUnts of rice, which 

raises the problem of how to destroy it if it can't be evacuated • 

. 2' Evaluation: It has been found in the 1st Cav Div AO that the 

enemy will not attempt to use rice that has been ccntaminated with persistent 

CS. This . is not to say that rice contaminated with C'3 cannot be eat·en, but 

merely that the enemy's fear of CS and,, possibly his lack of protective 

equipment keep him frcm attempting to 'l\9e the contaminated rice. Contaninating 

rice with CS is probably the quickest, tneans available to render the rice 

useless. 
3 Recrmn.errlation: 

~a·. That caches of rice thb.t cannot be evacuated be cQ'ltaminated 

with persistent CS. 
H. CS Drum Draps: 

1 Observatioo: A ~% dud ·rite was experienced with the ~925 Fuzing 

Sy.stem for CS drum drops. 
2. Evaluation: E:xperimentation ;.revealed that the Tetryl e:xplosive in 

~he .XM923 fuse did not, have _the necess~ force to set off the e:xplosive red 

in the XH55 Durster. li small a.moi.mt:. l)f C-/~ explosive placed between the XM923 
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fuze and the XM55 B1..U'ster has reduced the durl r at e to less than 1%. 
(3, Recanme rrlation: 

.' a' Until new lots of XM923 fuzes with an :improved charge be ccmes available , units dr cpping CS with t he )(M925 system can re!'iuce malfunctions by pl ac in!: a small amount of C-4 be tween the XM923 fuz e and XM55 Burster. X, E-158Il:l C.S Munitions: 
1· Observation: A high ctud rate was be ing experiencoo while drapping 

t he E-158' s frcm 2000 feet. 
'.2:. Evaluaticn: Practic.ally all E-15'ffi2 munitions arrive with the ini tiator set for 1500 feet. It has been ci:>s crved tha:t alt ering this setting will increase the dud rate . This indicates that the initiator is prcbablv accurat e for 1:500 fe et only. Drcpping the E-15ffi2 at 1500 feet has lowere:i the dud r at e t o less than 1%. 
:: 3. Reccmrnenriat ion: 

(a) That E-158Il2 1 s cmtinue t 0 be drcpped with the fuze set at 1500 f eet until improved munitions are available • 
.J, . 'l'he 250 watt loudspeaker and public adriress set ( m/P IQ-5/i): -~,l? Observa·::.ion: Due to the canbat loss of two 1000 watt aerial lou:ispea.kers, the Division hact difficulty in conducting extensiv"J lonrispeaker' covera ~ over the AC. Thooe speakers frequently beinis used in 0ne 'brigl'l.rle A0, were ccncurrently ,needed in another t-,0 for ouick reaction expl0itations. i Evaluation: The Division PSYCP section t ested the 250 watt speaker momted in an LOH. The 250 watt sp eaker proved to be the most effective at about 1000 feet. F!hgine noise pra:luceri by the LOH did not interfere with r (clception at grourrl level. The Division also testerl the public address set (AN/FIQ-5A) fran an LOH and founri it to be less effective than the 250 watt speaker. 

'3 RecQ"nmen:iation: 
a · When there is not a 1000 watt speaker available, the 25~ watt speaker or the public adrlross set can be used as a media for rapid e.:xploita:tion of contacts. 

~ Cross talk en radio remote units: 
; l <l:>servation: The remote unit frcm the US!.F', MRC-108 radio, can cause interference when used in close proximity to the RT-524 radio. :2 Eval.ua~:,on: Exhaustive tests, line changes, re-grounding of equipment and frequency changes failed to ~olve· the problem. The cross talk occurred only when both remotes were keyed simultaneously. It was finally eliminated by adding a full MX-306 11donut:, roll" in series with the Fl'. remote· tmit. It is assumed that the MX-.3)6 acted as an RF choke in the remote line, decreasi~ the interfering signal to an acceptable level. • ·3 Reccmmerrlation: 

.- a'.\ That the use of the MX-))6 be noted as a field exnedient method for reducing croos taJk between rEJI1,ote control units. -r.. Capture of PW· : 
fl . Cbservation: Many NV/, soldiers pinned down outside a fire.base ' after a ni,?ht attack will surrem.er at first light if properly handled. 
r2 Evaluation: Timely an1 effective means of persuasion- must be emplqred to convince enemv soldiers to surrerrler. The enemv is most susceptible to capitulation -when his group (squad, platoon, etc.) has been effectively disorganfaed or destr01jed. The use .. of FSYCP broaric;:i_st equipment, both air anri 
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ground , can be an effective deter min.~.nt in causing enemy surrerrler. 
3 He ccrnmen:Iation: . 

·a · /J'ter a night at t.a.::k has been st oriped, units should cootinm 
to fir e over and behind enemy el.e:menta t o keep t hem frqn witl'drawing or picking 
up their w0unded • 

b Jmrnediately a~ er an enemy att ack has lost it s mi::mentum, 
Psychol ogical Oper ation teams should beg in their work of persu~ ing enemy 

s ol dier s t o s urrender. 
• c A firebase sh ould have a s:imple r eception :rlan for bringing in 

I 

PW 
d •. JJ.l pers ormel 

wh en r eceiving Fl{ • 
e Aft er a night 

be used by the PSYO? teams. 
f. Fres h troaps 

be more inclined to t ake PW 
deferrling the f:ir t bOfJ. 

should know tho scr concerning fire discipline 

at tack, both ground and air lou:lspea.kers should 

should be brought in t o sweep tho area; they will 
than the men who fought most of the night 

II'J. Training: Nooe 

IV. Intelligence: None 

v. Logistics: 
Ar. Movement ot' Fire Dc1.se Kits to Forward LZ' s: • 

·1 Observation: Fire Base Kits are normallv moved • by C~-47 to the L?: 
in one day. With the mqvement of tro<;>ps arrl other organic equipnent this 
creates an overload of available crganic lift c;a,pabilities. • 

2 • :&..'valuation: Fire Base K:j.ts can be mOV'Ed over a p,ericrl of two 
or mare days without adversely effecting the construction project. This can 
lessen the daily lifl:. requiranent, thereby allowing normal resUpply missj.ons 
to continue without interruption. Uhder the present concept, resupplv 
mi.s1::1ions often must be delayed or· in sane cases cancelled the d~y the Fire , 
B;i.se Kj_ts are moved. In addition, movanent of Fire Dase Kits lasting two ar 
more days w0Uld preclude the pile-up of supplies en LZ 1 s which of't.en creates a 
problE!ll. Phased movEll].ent would result in better use of available aircraft 
and also assist in the coretruction project. 

'3 neccmmendation: 
a The lift of Fiz,e BMe Kits to LZ' s CAfl be accanplished in a 

peria:l of' two or more days instead of one day. Priority of mat~rials to be 
lift_ed daily must be made by the clJ'JIJllander. 

I. Q-derly, timely ~rival df fire nase Kits to new LZ 1s: 
l' Cbservation: The sudden mass arrival of Fire Base Equirinent can 

lead to confusion., wasted effort, a.n:l lost time 1:lllless . there is direct cootrol 
and supervision over the arrival of loads. 

• 2 Evaluation: The inserticn of the standard Fire Base Kits normally 
require 26 to 30 CH-47 sorties. ln order far the material to arrive on 'l 
t:imely basis and. continue to flow snoothJ.:r, d.irect control am coordina• .. fon is 
heaied. • . 

3 necQnmennations :1t • 
a 11Hard 11 mii;,. ")fons as oppost:rl to logistical missions must be 
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scheduled t o insure arrival of Fire Base Kits at the time r equired. 
b The Fire Base materfal must be drawn the night before the 

planned ms ei:-tion and rigged for sling-out. . . . 
• c, Priorities on loads must be established with a representative 

sampl e of all the material moving in the initial lifts. Those· items which 
::; hould go in the first lifts are: water, 500 gallons of Mffi1~S; 500 gallons 
of diesel fuel, nails, culvert, sandbags, and draming material • 

. d The first lift of Fire Base matericµ should move approximately­
)10 minutes after the inserticn of the ground troaps . This · should be an on-call 
mission allowing enough time for praper security of the L~. 

e Cnce the material starts to move, close attention must be 
paid to maintain an adequate supply of slings and nets. The de-rigging crew 
on the LZ must work fast in getting the sl:mgs ami. nets off the loads and 
rettn'ning thE;!m to the airheact . 

. f Each soldier should carry with him: 
(1) Ten sandbags 
( 2) One five gallon can of water per 3 mm 
(3) Che case of C-rations per 3 men 
(4) In addition each man should carry one 81nm mortar roun1, 

and one claymore per two men . 
. g If the above procedures are followe-1., adequate material and 

supplies will be available to the men for one night I s operation. 
C.., Assignnent of MJ.6i'J. Rifles : 

1 Cbservation: It is not essential that each individual retain an 
Ml.6111. ri11e. 

• 2 Evaluation: The original concept within the Division was that 
all ranks should be initi~J.fy issued and retain an tn6Al rifle. ·This policy 
was followed without regard to the individual 1s later assigment, i.e., machine· 
gunner, grenadier, aviator, etc. '3uch a procedure caused the wmecossarv 
storage and stockpiling of weapcns that could have been used elsewhere. 
:,ccordingly, the policy was changed so that 't>Il.MJ. rifl.es would not be issued 
to field grade officers and aviators. In addition, an indivinual receiving 
a duty assjgnnent where an Ml6Al rifle was not required turned in the m.6Al. 
rifle. Rather than stockpiling the weapons at the unit they were then retro-­
grad.Erl to Division Rear for re-issue to inccming personnel. 

·3 Reccmmerrlation: 
a This policy should be consirier ed for adq:,tion by other divisions 

whenever a requirement exists for rear area weapons zeroing an-1 training. 
D., Ql6J'. Jdrcraft Barrier Filter System: 

1 Cbserv?..tion: The OH6A aircraft incorporates a barrier f:ilter 
system to prevent ingestion of foreign objects through the engine. Wl;en this 
filter beccmes clogged the pilot can select a by-pass position which tllo\of-3 
unfiltered air into the engine. rroloMed aper at ion in this position 
accumulates dirt am other objects arcund the fuel contr.ol sensor and the 
bleed bond actuator, resulting in a partial engine failure. 

2. Evaluation: The barrier filter of the tH6A is reouirerl t o he 
cleaned daily with a vacuum cleaner. Since all units in the forwarrl areas 
do not have such equipment, soap and water works equally well. If the latter 
methcxl. is , used the filter must be allowed to rlry thorcughly. 
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fJ. RecQTimerdation: 
; a· That all units with QI6A aircraft maintain an extra filt er on 

hand s o that while cne is being used the other can be cleaned and dried. 

E,. Ground Surveillance Radar: 

. l Cbservati<n : The gr')Ulld surveillance radar program in use tmtil 

l June was not sufficient to maintain operational radar sets on all Fire 

Support Bases (FSB). 
• 2 EvaluatiCl1: Until 1 June, control, accountability, and retr ograde 

was decentralized to battalion l evel. No centralized neat was maintafat-:ld. 

The rapid turnover rate of radar sets outstr i pped replacement capability. Td 

increase the replacement capability a centralized float was est.ablished at 00. 1 s, 

27th Maint enance Battalion, Dien Hoa Army Dase (BH~g) ann close liaison was 

maintained between the repair unit anrl float facility. Divarty assuned 

responsibility fer maintaining an operational rc1.clar set on each F.SB. Divarty 

was tasked t o provide helicopters on a priority basis to rotrogra.r:le D/L sets 

directly fron FSD to BHt.J3 for r:lirect exchange am return to the FC3D. 

'3 RecQmnendation: 
a : That the Division continue the present program anri. increase 

Division grotmd surveillance radar capability . 

. b · That an aggressive 0peratC!'-maihtenance program be est8blished 

with emphasis on use a.rrl care of radar sets under field con<Utinns. 

Vi., Crganiza.tion: None 

VI?, Other: 
A, Breaching Concertina Barbed ~~ire: 

l • Cbservation: Triple stanrl.,trd concertina can easily be breached 

when not preperly tied down. 
':( Evaluation: Because of the skill with which the VC/NVA ~e able to 

crawl under the concertina, the currently use-I method of ccnstruction is not 

as effective as it shc:uld be. 
{ 3. ~leccmmerrlation: 

~.a That two single strands 01' barbed wire be run at rsround level 

thr cmgh each of the two concertina roles and then secured to each picket. 

The strand should then be tig11tened to preclude lifting the concertina off the 

ground. 
B. Barbed Tape Concertina Wire: 

'.1 • Observation: When barbed tape concertina wire is anployei at the 

recQnmended 15 meters per roll it will not support the third roll in a. triple 

sta.rdard ccncertina.. 
r i Evaluation: 

concertina wire. 
The batbM tape is not as rigid as the normal 

'J necQJl!nerrlation: 
:a That a concertina roll :.,f barbed tape be stretched cnly 10 

meters. Conputation of material requir<'!nents when usin-.; b~bed tape must 

reflect that the tape only covers 10 meters instean or tho recomnenoed 15 meter 

per roll. 
C, Kit Carson Scaut Program: 

'l Cbserva.tion: The Division Kit Carsan (KCS) profsl'arn was not retain­

i~ Montagnards employed as KCS. Fifteen J.!onta.gnard sc'1Uts have either emit 

or left employment during the reporting perioo. 
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'-~ Evaluation: Although these t~ontagnard scouts were recruited frcrn 

within the Division's AO, thooe units emploving them have hci.d to move f'rcm 

the Montagnard 1s heme areas. These scouts have very str ol:'JP:: family ties and 

prefer emplovment when the units are in close proximity to their family an<i 

village . Reenlistment attempts have bee_n unsuccessful when the units are 

located in areas away frcm the Montagnard settlements. The Montagnar<ls prefer 

t o stay wit hin their village boundries. 
1. J·· necQmncrrlation: 

_a: That Montagnar1s anployed as KCS be thoroughly briefed as to 

the possibilities that scout work may require them to leave their family, 

and that canmanders emploving Montagnard scouts be made awar<:J of the imr.ortance 

of giving frequent passes for the ptn"pose of allowing the scout to visit his 

family. 
n. Civic Action: 

-.1 · Observation: t. methcd of counteracting the· VG prapa.ga.rrla which 

states 11Saigon is in ruins", and 1The GVN is tottering", was neene<l in rural 

areas. 
2 Evaluation: By coordinating with local schoo..1. teachers anri 

village chiefs, school children have been flown t,o· Saigon, and have been :siven 

a t our of the city to incluie government buildings, religious edifices and 

the city zoo. Upon returning hQne, the children have been most tti.lkative, 

and have informed their parents and others of the vitalitv of the city amt the 

government • 
-' Rec".lTliller1dat ion: 

a · That major cClnmands aperating among rural papulations make 

every effort to aITange trips such as these when the tactical situation permits. 

SECTIOflT III: H0.S, T)A sunVBY INFCRM/.'l'IC'N 

Escape, Evasion and Survival: None 
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FOR TH,,E COMM.ANDER: 

32 INCL 
TAB A: Task Organization 
TAB B: Weather and Terrain 
T JIB C: Aerial Surveillance 
T/Jl C1 Int.elligenee Aet.:ivi'iii.9& 
TAB E: Training/Combat Develoi:nents 
'll!..B F; Ke, Poreel'lfte:I.. R:eet.eP 

T:...B I: Casualty Statistics 
.!J1.AB JI Fl:e~e.eemeftt &epeFts 

CPI', AGC 
Asst AG 

~!Jl Ka F:b: e Be:eee QenetN9tGQ aRQ ClQ&QQ 
4'A:B :E..1 Fteenliet.r.ten'be e.ftd Elttoneieae 

qi;l,B ~h Al'!!t! el:e e.M: Beeeret:i:ene 
T!..B 01 Si,eeial Servioee 

~~ Q· . Pes:t.el Aet.ivities 
.ii'AB R1 Jam, Em.e1gene:, Relief 
ilt'!.Il Si I TJIP J/ieit.e 
~ ... T .... ·~I:l:lfll't:ll:f~eM!PlffH!B:ie:i.b;r' eeln~t~,ei,;t~i;v.·~-.· t;,;;i.-4' Gi,ii,­

'NJl P: J"tt:dge freh•eoete Aoth:itiee 

:J.'!Jl Jil• 
~~ 
'i\Y3 Y: 
'fAf3 Z I 
TAB AA.: 
TAB AB; 
TAB AC : 
TJJ3 AD : 
TAB AE: 

-H.JJ.!l.A09 • i,ati1.ri.ti'i& 
G~e:~l'l:i:n Aet,i·,i.~iee 
S'tt:Pgeea {ieti.Jc;i.U,u11ii 

Logistic Operations 
Logistics 
Civil Affairs 
Psychological Operations 
Chemical Activities 

TAB AF: 11th Aviation Group Statistics 
Tabs D, F, G, Hand J thru Z wd, HQ, DA. 

DISTRIBUTION: 

8 - CG, II FFORCEV, ATTN: GJ R&E, AFO 96266 
2 - CINCUSMPAC, ATTN: GP OP-DT, AFO 9&_,:5~ 
2 - DA, ACSFOR, WASHIN'.}TON, D.C. 20310 
2 - CG, US ARV, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, AFO 96.375 
2 - ea Bc.e (6) 
1 - Office of the Command Historian, HQ, USI.RV, h.ID 96.375 
1 - Office of the Chief of Military History, lJli., Washington, D.C. 20315 
1 - ea Gen Staff Section (6) 
1 - 14th Mil His Det 
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AVFBC ... RE-H (4 Sep 69) 1st Ind 
sUBJ.SCT: Operatioria.l. Report for Quarter4' Period Ending 31 July 1969 

RCS CSF0R-65 (RI) (U) 

DA, HQ II FFCBCZV, APO San Francisco 9626613 SEP 196~ 

THRU: Comn:Bnding General, US Arrq Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC(DST), AfO 96375 

Comnender-In-Chief, US Arrq Pacific, ATTNt GPOP-DT, APO 96558 

TO: Assistant Chief or Staff for Force Developnent, Departimmt of the 

A:rrq, Washington, D.C. 20310 

This headquarters has reviewed and concurs with thl!I Operational Report -

Lossons Learned of the 1 et Cavalry Division {Airmbile) for the period 

ending 31 Jul7 1969 as corrected {Tab A). 

FOR THE COMUNDER: 
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AVHGC-DST (15 Aug 69) 2d Ind 
SUBJECT: Operational Re~rt for Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1969 

RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) (U) 

HEAW,UARTE:RS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francisco 96375 1 "/ OCT 1969 

TO: Con:mander in Chier, United States Arm::,, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons 
Learned for the q,..iarterly period ending 31 July 1969 from Headquarters, 
1 st Cavalry Division (Ai nnobile) • 

2. (C) COIIDllents follow: 

a. (C) Reference item concerning "CS Drwn Drops," section II, page 
35, paragraph 2H. This headquarters is unable to· evaluate the performance 
of' the modified fuze burster. This item has been forwarded by separate 
correspondence to Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland for evaluation. 

b. (C) Reference item concerning "E-158R2 CS Munitions," section II, 
page 36, paragraph 2I; concur. This item has been forwarded by separate 
correspondence to Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland for information. 

c. (U) Reference item concerning 11Cross talk on radio remote units," 
section II, page 36, paragraph 2K; concur. The one-half mile roll of wire 
does act as a choke and may be used by units who feel that feedback from 
high powered radios coming over the wire line is excesei ve. This feedback 
i .s only heard by the transmitting operator at the remote site and then 
only when the remote is keyed at the same time as the high-powered radio. 
This feedback is not transmitted and therefore is only annoying to the 
transmitting radio operator. 

FOll THE CCJ,lMANDER: 

Cy furn: 
1st C4v Div (AM) 
II FFV 

DOWNGUDID At 3 YEAR IIITIIVALS; 
DKLASSIIID AFnl 12 YEARS. 
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GPOP-111' (15 Aug 69) 3d Ind 
SUBJEcr: Operational Report of HQ, 1st cavalry Division 

(Airmobile) for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS 

. CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 3 O OCT 6 9 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department 1 

of the Army, Washington, D. c. 20310 • 

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COM14ANDER IN CHIEF: 

/J«li;p/-
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TAB A: Task 0:-ganization 

·Task Crganizaticn 
a. 1st· Air C:aval.ry Division 

HHC, 1 ACD 
Security Plat (Prov) 
184th Cml. Plat (DS) 
14th Military History Det 

1-9 Cav 
62rrl Inf Plat (Canbat Trackers) , 
Grouni Sensor Plat (Prov) 

'8th Ehgr In 
13th Sig Bn 
Co H (Ranger), 75th Inf 
545th MP Co 
26th Cm1 Det 
371st RR Co 
191st MI Det 

583rd Mt Det 
({>erationa1 Locaticn #2, 5th 'Weather Sqdn (USAF) 

322nd Avn Spt Det 
391st CJ,f Det 

• 273rd Avn Co ( Hvy Hel) 
b. 1st B:le 

2-7th Cav 
2-8th Cav 
l-12th Cav 

c. 2m Ede 
2:..5th Cav 
2-12th Ca.v 

er. .3rd B:le 
1-7th Cav 
5-?th Cav 
l-8th Cav 

e. Div Arty 
1-5th Cav • 
HHB, Div Arty 
2/19th Arty 
2/20th Arty 
l/2lst Prty 
l/77th Arty 
Bt.ry E ( Avn), 82ni ·Ar'i.y 
1/3%h Arty 
2~h FA Det (Radar ) 
273rd FA Det ( Raday•) 
3rd Prov Plat, 4/60th Arty 

f. 11th ACR 
1-ll ACR 
1-12 Affi 

g·. 11th Avn Gp 
HH~, 11th Avn Op 

Af 
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SUBJECT: ~r ... tiona.1 Repcri. for, ~arterly Peri<Xi ErxU.ng 31 July 1969 
TAB A: Task Ck-ganizat ion (Cant) 

ATC Plat (Prov) 
11th Am Co (GS) 
227th ,Avn Bn ( Aslt Rel) 
~28th Avn Bn (Aslt Hel Sat) 
229th .Avn Bn ( Aslt Hel) . 

h. Divisicn Suppcrt Cannand 
HHC .& Bam 
15th Admin Co 

Ust PI Det 
42rd PI Det 

15th Med Bn 
15th Sup & Svc Bn 
15th Trans J3n 
27th Ma int · Bn 
25th lnf Plat (ScQlt Dog) 
34th Inf. Plat ( Seem. Dog) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

A2 



I t 
I 

CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJ:ECT: Cperational. Repcrl for 0uarterly Per i cx:l 'Fhding '.31 July 1969 
TAB B: Weather and Terrain 

1. Cperation TOAN Tl-{ AJ\G III 
a. The terrain in the Division AO is generally flat. Sone portions of Tay 

Ninh are rice arrl marshlarrls while the north and east are :forested. B:inh Long 
Province is fl at with dense forests in the north and forests mixed w1th rubber 
plantat i ons in the south. Phuoc Long Province ca1sists of a rising plain to the 
west and a mount ain r ange in the northeast. The province is• generallv heavilv 
vegetated, · primarily with multican0pied forest. Four rivers, the Varn Co Dong, 
the Saig on, tha Be, and the Dong Nai, flow through the 1 ACD AO.. 'l'hese rivers 
present an obstacle to grarnd !ilOVement due to their depth and· steep ba.nks. • 
There are three prcminent larrl masses in the area; Nui Ba Den, the Razor 'Rack, 
and Nui Ba Ra. 

b. Weather : 

(1) During the mcrith of May the -weather conditions were similar to that. 
of the Southwecrt Monsoon; however, the Southwest now was very shallow. Ch 
22 May wirrls aloft, up to 20,000 feet, shifted to the Southwest ma'r.'king :.he 
onset of the Southwest Monsoon • . Except for isolated patches alcng river 
valleys, fog was a rarity with scattered morning st ratocumulus clouds charf~<' ­
t erizing the AO. In the afternoon thunderstonns prevailed which reduced 
ce ilings and visibility. The weather for the month of June was doninated by 
the South'we st Monsoon with the moisture content of the air mass increas.ing 
s ignificantly because of its long traject ory over water. This situation result­
ed a substantial increase in the tot.al monthly precipitation. The :&_tuit orial 
Trough ( Inter-Tropical Convergence Zone) moved south tw:ce durmg the month to 
a position over the AO providing further assistance for rainshcwer arrl thunder­
storm formation and resulting in several days of exceptionally large areas of 
intense showers. Morning stratus and fog became a ma ,j or factor durin~ the last 
half of the month with higher elevatiens ccmpletely obscured bv fog between 
0600 hour s and 0900 hour s en several occasions. Duri~ July the weather w~s 
again dQninated bv the Southwest Monsoon with increased winds aloft scmewhat 
causi ng an increasP- in cloud cover and pre cipitation which in turn lowered 
t emperatures. Typhoons Tess and Viola a ffect ed the AO with Camp /"J- orvaii 
receiving 2.01 inches of precipitation en the day 'T'yphoon 'T'e ss r eached lAnd 
near the DMZ. Typhoon· Viola caused an incr ease in winds am mid<lle cloud i ness 
during t he last week of July with stratus formi..'1g around 600 fe f')t almost daUv 
after 0200 hours aro,nd Song· Be and 0ua.n Loi. • 

(2) M~x~ Temperatures: Mav - 1-0~0
, June - 193°, July - gs

0
• 

(3) MJ.rnmum Temperatures: May ..;. 76 , June - 73 , Julv - 74 . 
(4) Relative Humidity: May - 9rd, morning and &2.% afternoon; June - 90% 

morning and 55% afternoon; July - 92% morning and 6f!I, afternoon. 
(5) Rainfall: May - 2 .. 55 inches, June •- 10~98 inches, July - 21.07 

inches of precipitation. ' 
(6) Max:hnum Densi ty Altitudes: May- 3722 feet, Jtme - 3657 fe et, 

July - 3251 feet. 
(7) Min:hnum Density Altitudes: Mn.v - 1563 feet, June - 1613 feet , 

July - 1U6 feet. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

SUB,JEDTo:: (\:>erationa.l. Report for Quarterly Pericxi Ending 31 July 1969 

TAB C : Aerial Surveillance 

1. Mission statistics f<r the pericxi 1 May - 31 July 1969. 

MISS! CN TYPE SCHD/COO> RESULTS 

JR 'P6/'Z77 m. Ims 

SLAR 185/181 1 1~ IlRs 

PHOf0 Pi>/84 84 lPms 

PHOf0 (Hand Held) 3/3 
3 lPms 

2. General Crm:nerrt e: Flving weather, espeoial'.cy' duri~ the last two months 

· of the rep<rU :og pericxi was pocr. Mamtenance of a.ircl'aft er equi-pnent. was 

not a signific..:i.nt problem. • 
. . 

a. Ill During the quarter 90.5% of the missions were canpleted • . 29 . 

missions were cancelled, 26 due to weather, · 2 due to m system malfuncti.on., and 

1 due to ccntact artillerv fire in the area. 

b • • SLAR During the· auarter ·97.~ of the $AR missions were ccmpleted; 4 

mi ssioos were cancelled, 2 due to senscr malf\mctim and· 2 due to weather. 

c. PHOf0 During the quarter 97.~ of the· photo mi!Jsions were canpleted. 

2 missfons were not canpleted., 1 due .to weather, am 1., which is still pending 

at this time., due to insufficient covere.ge. • 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: ~erational Report for nuarterly Period Errling 31 July 1969 
TAB E : Training/Conbat Develcpment s 

l . Division Training: 

a. THE FIBST TE.AM J\CADEMY at Bien Hoa conducted individual replacement' 

training for all inccming replacement personnel during the reporting pericxl. 

704 officP.rs and 5,592 enlisted men received the three-day course of instruction. 

b. The Conbat Leaders Cmrse ( CLC) gra<iuated 202 persQ1nel during the 
quarter. The ],O day POI provides training for selected E-3 thru 'F,...5 perscnnel 

who are programmed to be team leaders and squad leaders in the line un:i.ts. The 

subjects stressed are small unit Air Cav tactics, map rean.ing, ccmmunications 

procedures, weapcns employment, first aid and leade.rship. 

c. The Kit Carson Scout Training Program graduated 78 persoonel during 

the qu;i.rter. The objective of the program is to provide Cav maneuver units 

with well-trained indigenms scouts familiar with enemy tactics am procedures 

as well as the area of cperations of the rifle ccmpanies and reconnaissance 

platoons of the Division. The training includes basic Air Cav tactics., care 

and Operation of US equipnent, English language, proficiency, and the mission 

o.f the Kit Carsen Scout Program. 

d. The Divi@ion Sniper Program was initiated during the reporting perio:l •. 

As of 31 July THE FIBST TEAM ACADEMY had grcduated 32 sn.ipers. The program is 

de signed to train carefully selected perscnnel frQTI the ground units in the 

advanced markmanship and sniper ambush·teclmiques. Included in the course are 

ccmmunications procedures, map reading, adjustment of irrlirect fire support 

arrl night firing techniques. Upon graduation, the trained snipers are returned 

to their parent battalion for employment as a battalion asset. 

2. Non-Divisfonal Training Programs arrl Schools: 

a. The Division made use of the USARV school svstem to the maximum extent 

possible during the reporting peria:l. The following fi,~es itrlicate which 

schools arrl how many students participatoo.: 

Army Aviation Refresher Training School 

MACV Recorrlo School 

US J.:rm.y Training -Facility, 1st Signal Brigade 

180 

15 

22 

Z7 

b. Twenty-two aviatcrs attended the Jungle Enviromental Survival Train­

ing (JES!') course in the Phillipines during the reporting perioo.. 

J. Canbat Develepments: 

a. On 1 May 1969, the Division received n'ine 300 watt, R,o.razine Air Fuel 

El 
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• CONFIDENtlAt 
SUBJEX:T: Cperationa;L Report for Quarterly Pericxi Fnding 31 July 1969 
TAB E : Training/CQnbat Develc,pments ( 0Qnt) 

Cells. The items were requested for :l.rmnediate de,relopment under JlllBURE 00 .am . 
were intended to serve as silent pCMer soorces for the m/VRC 12 series radios 
and small equipment operating within . that power rating en forward fire bases. 
After a preliminary tratning pericxi. for the operators, the fuel cells ""8re 
moved to the 2-12 Cav forward fire base e.nd placed in operation on 1 Jtme 1969 
to begin a 90 day test. At the errl of the first week all nine cells ""8re 
inoperat i ve due t o acid leaks in the coaling fan housings. The test was 
t erminated and the cells were :returned to cetrns for further mcxiification. 

b. On 10 June 1969, the Division received it!:l f:irst increment of the YJ.lf:..76 
Anti-Oscillation Sighting Device. The instrument,. designed for Airbqrne use, 
is an electrically controlled · gyro-stabilized monocular with a power zoan lens 
exter:rlirJ8 fran 3x to 9x. power. Preliminary testing during the reporting ?er1ai 
indicates that the device will be extremely useful for use in C & C am · 
:rieconnaiss13,nce aircraft,. The test ani evaluation was not cQTtplete at the 
c onolusion of the reporting per:i.cxi. 
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SUBJECT : (\:,er$tional 1 ,1')),lU't for Quarterly Perioo End:ing ' 31, Julv 1969 
TAB I : Casualty Statistics 

C ASU IJ.. T !TIS N<;N ... HOSl' lLE 
KIA WIA MIA DEATH INJURY 

MAY 69 ],02 716 0 '"1i"""' 82 

JUN 69 101 709 0 11 71 

JUL 69 44 3:56 2 16 136 

CCMMENI' S: 1.. The follow-ing problem areas exist in the area of casualty­
reporti~: 

a. Delayeq and in,c<lllplete casualty reports are being sul::mitted i'rQn the 
field. 

2. A ccntinuing effort is being made by this . 0ffice t0 provi(lo guidance to 
field canmanders in proper casualty reporting procedures. Unit ccmmanders have 
been requested to send the:ir unit casualty reporters to this office for,,a 
cQllplete briefing in casualty reporting. 

11 'S"/ 

CO~FID~NrlA~ 
,, ' 



CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: Cp~_~tional Report far <1uarterly Peria! Phiing 31 Jt1ly 196f· 

TAB AA= LogiStic Operations 

1. During th~• reporting perio:l, 1 May 1969 to 31 July 1969, Divisit'ii ·stippa.-t 

Canmarrl' provid,ed or cocrdinated conbat service suppcrt including ~' md.n­

tenance; me1ic:a.I service., transportation., evacuation of captured mat~iel arrl 

salvage, bath, laundry, ani graves registration for the 1st Cavalry riivision 

(Ainnobile), at,tached elementw; am contigutus units. • ·'- • • 

a. The 1st FSSE, collocated with · ar:rl supporting the CPCCN battalions of 

the 1st Brigade, remained at Tay Ninh. · . The 1st FSSE provided rµa.terie~ and 

transport for :three new firebases, moved three battalion rears a.r:rl tr~ins, • arrl 

accQJlpliooerl l:~istical res't,lpply by' CH-47 of an 11 ACR Troo.p for two weeks. 

1st FSSE movemfmts control moved 14,240 tons of cargo ar:rl 70'3'-- passe~ers f'ran 

ita, consol:idate4 sling-out pad', arrl 2955. tons of cargo an:f 201 509 pas~engers 

fran the fixed iWing air strip at Tay Ninh. 

b. During the reporting pericrl, the 2ni FS!=lE staffed three locat;i.ons in 

supp<rt of the '. 2rrl Brigade, providing continuous liaison with the 2r4 Brigade, 

CP at Lai Khe., principal FSSE opei"ations at Quan Loi, arrl resuppl•r capabilities­

at Tay· Ninh :in-proximity to 2rrl Brigade fire support bases located in -the west­

ern portion of, the 2rrl Brigade AO. Because of a ehcrtage of personnel, the 

2nd FSSE Tay Ninh operation was discontinued in July;. Materiel arrl transport 

for six fire support bases were provided by 2rrl FSSE., ard 281 834 passengers 

together with ·2293 tons of cargo wer.e moved thralgh 8th Aerial Port at Quan 

Loi. 
• ' 

,·"• . . _c. The 3.rQ; FSSE, in support of 3rd Brigade operations, moved to Black­

horse :in May ani set up a supply transfer point at Xuan Loe~ Supplies- were 

moved fr Cln t ~ . Long· Binh-Bien Hoa. canplex along Highway One,, staged a.~ Xuan 

Loe, and slung-out by CH-47 to .3rd Brigade fire support bases·. In co.titrast 

to this type at-- support., LZ 1s Libby arrl Rock were the first 1 ACD fire. support 

bases to · recei~ dir-ect support resupply by corwoy. 1 ACD provided cdrwoy 

security, air ewer, the convoy camrander, ready reaction forces and -artillery 

in support of :the cooveys prov:ided'by the 48th Transport a.ti on Groop atj:l other 

general suppor\ units. Cn 25 J·une,, the Jrd F$3E returned to t:luan Loi ,and 

:marged ·with the, 2rrl FSSE to prOlride area sui:mcrt· for tenant units. 

d.. Ch 22 :May, Headquarters, II fi,eld Fore~, :.Vietnam, assigned _r~apon­

sibility for t~ Arrrr:, Aircraft, Logistical' Areas (/1,JJ.,A)" at SOng Be am '.Quan Loi 

to the 1st Air -Cavalry Division.· The .mt, prmd.de. US ht;!licopter refuel-ream 

service on an ~ea support basis. 'The · Song Be refuel ·ra.c:Uitv :t.s ope~ated by 

the J9rst Quart.em.aster Deta.chnent., CfCON t,o the 15th S&S Battalion. :ferson­

nel fran the 11th Aviation Group operate the Song Be ream. point . ., , The: 15th 

S&S Battalion OP3rates t _he Quan Lo:l refuel po:int while ttsing aviation ,pnitS' 

provide rearm :ttomt operation. The two-part facil ,ity at each location is ur:der 

the operatio~ control of DISCCM. Relocation of the refuel-rearm p(fuit at 

Song Be· arrl co~ruction of a new rearm point at Quan Loi it3 perrling: r ·esolu­

tion of const:n;ction designs. Late in the repttting period, the pro~ of 

instruetion for the DISCQ.1 Logistics C):>erations Coorse was e-xpa.med to include 

aerial delivery suppcrt, medical service and aircraft maintenance-, am suppl.J[ 

subjects. In addition, DISCCM has re-established the Division Support_ Camnand 

Orientaticr. for: replacement officers ar~~ senior NCO's at the 1st Team ).cade­

rrry. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: Operational Report for Quarterly Pericxi Ending 31 July 19~9 

TAB AA: Logistic '1>erations (Cont) 

2. During the reporting per i cxi, th~ 27th Maintenance B'.3.ttalion co~:inued 

to P,rovide direct support maintenance arrl repair parts supply for all grourrl 

equipnent (Iess medical and cryptographic) of the 1st Cavalry-Division (Air­

mobile). This "Anywhere-Anytime" support was evident :in the fact that the 

following percentage s of equipnent were operational at the' errl of the quarter: 

C A'r Fn CRY 
% CPER!i'.r IOOAL 

.. . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 

Vehicles ; ; .••. : • ; • ~~ .~ ~; •• ~:;; ~ P ·:;;::;;;;:;;;; :; ; ~; 9g .1 % 
Artillery .. ~; • : ; ~ : ~:; : : : : ••. ~; : : : ~:: • : ~. ; ; ; • ~: : •• ; : ~; : 1 OC., ~~ 
GeneratorS' .... ;; .• ::::~:: .;;;;;;;::.; ;~; •• ; :;;; ;;: :~ ·96:2% 
CQT\Jll\lnicatims· •.•..•..•....•••••••••••••••••• ••• ••••• 96 ,3% 

ao During the quarter there were 25 technical assistance vis~ts con­

d·ucted by units of the Battalion. 
b. The, Battalion AIM 1'eam visited a total of 24 units during the re-

p or.t ing.. !fl r i o:i e 

c. The disposition of elementS' of the Battalion as of 25 July 1969 wa s-

as follows•: 

Headquarters and Ccmpany A •. , o Bien Hoa. 

Ma in Support Detachment •......• Phuoc V:lnh 

B Detachment ... ........ ~- ~ ~ • • . • . . . Quan Loi 

C Detacrnnento .. ••·•··•·••••··•• Phuoc Vinh, Lai Khe, and LZ Buttons 

D Detachment.• .• •.••••••••.•••.••• Tay- Ninh 

d'. The consolidated Battalion prcrluction for the reporting period shows 

the following canpleted jobs: 

HQ/Co A MSD B C D TOT fJ., 

Bien Hoa Phuoc Vinh 

Autonotive 220 226 156 86 . 133 821 

Fhgineer 17T 339 229 127 204 1016 

EJ.ectr onic s 589 2105 962 651 1156 5463' 

/\rmament ( Art Ulery) O' 23 9 1 J- 27 72 

( Small Arms) 333' 694 656 28S 480 2451 

( Instruments-) 23/!i. 491 176 7.t, 167 1144 

Ctner 245 ·: 1 HS 128 
11~ 

101 fZ P6 

1738 5036 2346 2268 12,753 

NOI'E: 110ther 11 categories of canpleted work order reque!rt,s shown above include 

machine shop work, welding, canvas repair; glass cutting, office mach:lne repair 

and fuel arrl .electrical c<r11pononts repair. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

SUBJECT: Operati anal Report for Quarterly Peri<Xl Erding 31 July 1969 

TAB AA: Logistic q:,er ati ons ( Cont) 

e. Summary of supply data for the quarter reveals the following: 

( 1) Total ASL requests received 

( 2) Total Fringe requ8'9ts received 

( 3) Average demand accQ'llmcdaticn 

(4) Average denand satisfaction 

(5) 1\verage 1'SL lines stocked 

( 6) Average zero balance l.:lne s 

(7) Average fringe lines on han:l 

( 8) Fringe lines turned in 
(9) Units suppcrted by M3L 

{ 1oJ Lines, inventoried during the pericd 

32,566 
6127 

80~3% 
29 ... 0% 
6389 
3303 

0 
1900 

9J 
5742 

f. Receipt of repair parts at the supply basl!I at Bien Hoo. for the 

quarter was as follows: 

Red Ball Receipts 
Parcel Post 
Nonna.l St ockage 

28,525 lbs 
6015 lbs: 

462,179 lbs 

3. The 15th Supply and Service Battalion UM) continued to support the 1st 

Cavalry Division (AM) during the reporting pea:-iod. The Battaliai operated 

frcm a base area in Bien Hoa and forward locations in Tay Ninh, C):uan Loi ard 

Phuoe Vinh. Major operational achievements were: 

(a) Full suppl.y R'llpport to Phuoc Vinh: The forward support platoon at 

Phuoc Vinh took over the responsibility for provid~ Class I arrl Class m 
supplies. T~s-area-support mission, in addition to the existing Class II & 

'N eupply mi~sion, means that the Bat.talion now has responsibility ?br total 

supply support of 1st Cavalry Divis:ion ( PM) units· located in the Pliioc Vinh 

area. 
(b) Supply by air to Song Be: The Battalion was originally assigned 

the mission of pt'OV'lliing Class Ill su:pport to the 1st Cavalry Division ( AM) 

units located at Song Be. The 391st QM Detacl"ment (PCI.) was placed urrler 

operational control of the Battalion for the perfonnance of this mission. 

However, the req11ired support increased a.rd presently the Batt;glicn is prov­

iding all classes of supplies to Song Be. All resupply is bei~ effected by 

air; supplies are bei~ flown in en a daily basis from Bien Hoa, a distance 

of approximately- 65 air miles. Perishable rations are packed in insul9.t0d ·on-

tai.-lers (DCM boxes) in order to preserve them. • 

(c) Forward' shiµnent of supplies: The Battalion obtained dedicated 

truck support f'ran 48th •rransportatiCl'l Grrup as- a means of supplerrtenting or­

ganic transportation assets. This added transportation capability enabled- the 

Battalion to be responsive to--.the needs of the user and to ship supplies. as 

far forward a·e possible. During the reporting period., the Battalion mov-ea 7198 

tons of supplies by trucks. 
- , 

(d) Establishment of transfer point at Xuan Loe:. During June, _;the Bat­

talion moved the major eiementw of a fourth fa-ward support platoon into Xuan 

Loe to operate a transfer point. Su,pplies were moved :t'ron the base ~t Bien 

Hoo. to the transfer point by lani convoy.; from there,' supplies were . dung out 

by CH-47 helicopters to three d'iffe:r;-ent· laming ~ones, which were sp"rea.d out 

AA3 :r'I 
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SUBJECT: ~rational Report for LQuarterly Pericxi Erding 31 July' 1969 

TAB Ali:. L~istic ~ratiais (Cont) 

in a radius of mere than twenty air miles f'rcm Xuan Loe. This three week 

operation was successfully- acccrnplished' by the Ba.ttalion without downgrading 

the &cccrnplishment or other mission requirements. 

(e) Class I point established at Bien Hoa Amt: Base: Tm Battalion 

established a Cl.ass I supply point t:o service all 1st Cavalry Division (.AM) 

units located at Bien Hoa A:rrrry Base. This supply point has el:fmina~Ed the 

requirements tor units to travel to Long, Binh :to draw rations. 

(r) Technical assistance given tor AJ\LA''s: The Class- III arrl _Class V 

sections were called upon to give technical advice arrl assistance during the 

establislment or AKLA'EJ at Song Be arrl Quan Loi. Pers~rel of the Class m 
and Class' V sect:t,cne; were able ·to give recanmerdations• related to efficient 

operation, safety and security. 
(g) CI.ass I Issues: 

(1) RatiQ'lS: .f!b-Mar-Apr May-Jun-Jul 

"A" rations 1'799 tons, 1562 tons-. 

1'8 11 ratiais , 1·215 tons , f201 tons 

11c11 rations 1,'719,551 meals 1·., 315; 762 meals 

IRRP raticns 72,380 rmals 114,655 meals 

(2) Ration Supplements: 
Ice 5852 tons ,3702 tau, 

Sumry packs: -373 tons . '370 ta-is 

Milk 1,829.,600 pints 2., 712,986 pints 

Ice cream 41,017 gals 19 ,-340 gals 

(h) Clase II &· I.V· Issues:i • 
• • Quarterly t ota.r-- 1796 tons· 4783 tons 

( i) C"'....ass III I§suee: 
JP-4 2,670,500 gals 5., 769; 400 galiJ 

N/GAS 53.,300 gals ' 77; WY.J gals 

¥0lAS f:IJ7,170 gals 1,049;500 gals • • 

DF-2 · 837,000' gals 1,512'.,900 gale 

( j) Class V Issues:_ 
, 

Quarterly total 11., 794 tons ·' Jj,828 t0!1S 

. . 
4. Maintenance Operations 

(a) ·Decentralized' Maintenance 

,( 1) During the reporting perial, the 15th 'Iranspartatict1 Battaliai 

(AM&S) re;ceived the nineteen shpp sets· required' to move the 1st Cavalry Divisi<11 

(Airmobi.J.:e) :µ-ito the Dece:-.t.:ralize<fMaint~na.nce Concept. The . shop sets- were 

received short a few essential items which has prevented all operational unit8' 

frcrn accepting a direct support maintenance function. Furt·her., special tools 

arrl rep;9.ir parts have been received· to ··support the new maintenance .concept 

for the 1st Cavalry- Division ($). ' A. PIL requi~itioned tar· each det.actment has 

rececived fill which varies frQn 57% ·ror a pure AH-1G un.it to 00% t<:1r the CH-47 

units. • The 228th Assault Support · Helicopter Battalion has assmned a : direct sup-

port maintenance capability~· • • 
. A/il+ ~r 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: Operational. Repcrt for Quarterly Pericxi Fnling 31 July 1969 
TAB AA: Lc:gistic ~:ierations- (Cont) 

( 2) . Canpany A of this Ba.ttaliai has gone to zero strength' since 
the 228tli. ASHE accepted a direct suppor·t maintenance role on receipt of their 
KF teams. Canp~ny C now provides back-up direct support maintenance for the 
228th ASHB arrl maintains the authorized stockage list fer 1st Gav CH-47 re-
pair parts arrl canponents. 

(b) Production Control 
( 1) Aircrai't Work Crdera Received· 
(2) Aircraf't Released 

.2596 
2575 

( c) Sh op Office 
( 1) Production Control Internal Work Orders 
(2) Direct auwort Internal Work Ct-dere . 

3148 
4183 

294,216 ( d) Product ion Maintenaree Manhour s 
(e) Recoveries, 
(f) Em. 1s submitted 
(g) Technical Assistance Visit ;! to Units 
(h) Unit Locations 

Lct'.::ATIOO 

BEj\R CAT 
CU' CHI 
LC?-;X} THANH NG1TH 
PHfi LOI 

1 • 

111 
48 

NUMBER OF Pl!llSONNEl, 

HHC (-) A 00 (-) 
B CO (-) 
C CO (-) 
D CO (-) 

( i) Armament 
( 1) The 15th TC reu•s are turning in all excess annament ~systems 

to the 34th G-roup O".''to Sharpe tamy- Depet. 
(2) Ch 16.~ 17, ard' 18 July, a courtesy inspection was made bf the 

15th TC .Arrn.am~nt. NCO of HQ, A, B and C Troop 1/9th Gav. • 
(j) Avionicg 

( 1) Canplete turn-in ot me - 122 fran 15th TC Bn to USt!iV 
(2) A Ccmpa.ny Av:i onics shop has been transfered to Hq 228th ASHB. 
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CONFIDEN.TIAL 

SUBJECT: ({>erational Report for 0uarterly Pericd Ending 31 July 1969 

TAB AB : Logistics 

1 . The quarter has been characterited by a steady :improvement in the vehicle 

status of the Division. As this is written sane 107 t ton trucks have been 

r eceived along with 82 3/4 ten trucks. No further allocatiais of 2; ton trucks 

are expected ccnsidering the Division 1s excess position. No further -4 ton trucks 

(mules) are expected for the balance of the .year. Despite the receipts mentioned 

ab ove, shcrlages still exist in thcee classes along with .2,: ton, ! ton, r. ton • 

ambulances , and fuel servicing trucks. 

2 . The Division's p osition on night observation devices has also unproved over 

the quarter. This was particularly true with the PVS.-3 where an additional 

59 became part of the inventory. Canbined PVS-1/2 totals increased by 17 ar.rl 

TVS-2 1 s by 2. Prospects for the forthc<ming receipt of 10 'rV.S-4 remained as 

July came to a close. 

3. The r adio· situaticn remained fairly static for the pericxi. 6 GRC ·1061s 

were received, but nothing in the PRC 25/77 area or the VRC 12 farnil:v. 

4. Ammunition contirrued to camnarrl 1sreater attention because of problem .g,reas 

with 81mm HE arrl the 10 lb 2. 75''PD rocket. During previous f\SR perio:ls 1t· was 

found that the allocaticn of HE mortar roontls was particularly short because 

of the relatively snall number of 4.2 mortars in the Division. 0t,her II FFV 

divisioro were · being allocated approx1rnately 14,000· 81.mm HE rounds along with 

about · 13,700 \.2 HE for a total of 27,7~m rourrls. 't'he· lst Air Cavltlry D'iv-­

ision, on the other ham, was receiving the 14,000 f~ure, ·but cnly 1,700 4.2 ;m 

because of the small number of 4.2 ~apcns in the Division. ~rone the less, 

this put the Division at a decided disadvantage as the al.min mortar was expected 

to ham.le the work load that in other divisions was share<l with the 4.2" mortar. 

The situaticn was causing the Division to reauest continual increases. The 

problem was recognized by Ho I s II FFV am allocations of 81mm HE rounds have 

been quite satisfactory. 

5. A more pres 9ing am. still ~tstanding problem in ammunition rias been that 

of the 2. 75" 10 lb PD rocket. Previms allocaticns on this item have been :in 

the area of 45.,000 monthly. Starting with the 24 June .;. 24 Julv pericxi the 

allocation for this rocket was reduced to just urrler 20,000 with the situation 

expected to remain the same until September. The shortage was traceable to a 

problem in the C0NUS manufacture of the rocket motor. The problem received the 

personal attention of the CG who talked persorra.:i.:t;;,; with the cr.mmarrlers of the 

using units arrl issued a message 1:imiting the use of this particular rocket. 

In addition, greater usage of tho other rockets in lieu of the ~-75" 10 lb PD 

was urged. These restraints have paid dividends as the Dj_vision kept well 

withi..."'1 the allocations for all· rockets until the end of the period when, urged 

to draw up to their allocation., sJ ight overoraws occurred. The prospects for 

the 24 July - 24 August pericxi brightened sanewhat with the allocation of 

23,088 2. 75" 10 lb PD rockets. 

6. Fortification materials becclllle increasingly sc~ce dur:ing the QURrter. It 

was difficult to accanplish work required above and hevcnd· thAt alrearl.v cQnplet­

ed with the basic fire base materials. Specific lumber l.X, 2X, 4X, anri ln 
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SUBJECT: · (%,ere.tio~ Report for Qua.rt,erly Period Wing 31 July 1969 
TAB 1\B: L(f;istics (Cont) 

plywocxi became US,'\RV cQ'l!mand controlled. Attempts bv the 1'ivisiort to seoure 
emergency materials for fire bases damaged through enomy attack resultErl in 
USN!.V applying a monthly lunber ration. Thie 1n turn resulted in a temporarv 
freeze en Division lumber res~ces while an :!,nventcry of on hand assets was 
corrlucted. It has beoane apparent th"'°t strict lumber raticning must· be 
instituted with:i.n the Division. The 1Jt100?'lte alioeated by USARV must not only I 
cover fortification pro,1ects, but installatiai activities as well. ,l 
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SUBJECT: 
TAB AC: 

~erational Report for Ouarterly r er i<Xi Enct in~ 31 July 1969 
Civil Affairs 

1. ( C) P<l'ULATION AND R"f<SOURCES CO.,ITROL 

a . Re f'ugee s: 

(1) During the r eporting pericrl, 12.,690 pounds of fo<rl were distributed 
t o r e fugees within the Division's TACR, primarily in the Tay Ninh area. 

( 2) At the request of the village chief, the vill aP-:e of Hoa My, Chon 
Thanh District, Binh Long Province was moved four kilonet ers to a new and more 
secure location. With the help of 1st Cavalry Division trucks, the entire 
village was moved in one da.,v to its new location. The 410 villagers were 
enthusia stic about the move, and did the bulk of the preparatory work for the 
move by thems elves . 

b. Security Control: 

Thru the Divisicn 1s CQmno:iity Distribution Progrwi., 17,000 pounds of bprrier 
material were given to villages an:l hamlets throughout the TACR. 

2. ( U) CIVIC ACTION 

a . Thr ough close coordination with civic action r,latoons, and Distr i ct an:l 
Province Officials, the Division provided supp ort in the build in~ and furnishing 
of 5 schools, 2 dispensaries, 2 hamlet offices ani one orr.ihanage. .t.drl itional 
material and technical support has been .i~ i.ven to village and hf.lmlet chiefs 
for self-help projects in conjunction with the 1969 Pacification Plan. 

b. During the reporting perioo, 4g MEDC/J'.C:, arrl 33 ICAP3, with a r~EDC/J' as 
their focal point, tre c1t ed 4566 patients. 

c. ThroUJsh the use of the Voluntary Civic Action Furrl, a $chola.rship 
Assistance Pro~ram was instituted to help needy Vietnamese students. In additior 
to Scholarship Assistance, eight Grants-in-Aid have bem awarded to needy 
students at the Bien Hoa School of Nursing to defray the cost of books, uniforms 
and living expenses over the length of the course. 

d. The functioning of the Comrm.mity Relations Council and the Friendship 
Council cmtinued to be· an effective means through which mutual probl0111s are 
discussed, and resolved, and potential problems averted. 

e. During the quarter, · the Division sponsored weGkly trips to Saigon ...-far 
children and their teachers, who came fron the outlying rural districts. The 
children ~re given Vietnamese Flags arrl 1'Tee 11 shirts· preparatory to the trip ·. 
A two fold benefit resulted frcm these tours; firstly, the children, in the vast. 
majority of cases, saw for the first t:ime the seat of their National Goverrnnent. 
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Operational Report for 0uarte:rly Period Ending 31 July 1969 
Civil Affairs (Cont) 

Secondly, the children created a viable crunter to the NLF Prapagarrla that says 
Saigon lays in ruins due to VC offensive acti~. 

f. Spoken Ehglish claSSt?s were conducted for approx:imatelv 00 students on 
a three meetings a week ba::iis. during the reporting perio:l. 

g. 7021 pounds of soap, 610 health kits, 600 ppurrls of clothing, am 10,000 
b ca.rd feet of lumber were distributed to needy families over the perioo.. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJ"ECT: Operat i onal Rep<rt far 01.larterzy Period 'Ehding 31 July 1969 

TAB AD: Psychol~ical ~erations 

1. General: As the quarter c<mnenced, THE FlRST TE.t-"M continued its Operations 

against major enemy units. The 1st arrl 7th NVA Divisiors had withdrawn' to their 

sanctuaries in Cambaiia, Tay Ninh, Binh Long, and Phuoc "Long Provinc13s, to 

r egroup after the losses of his WINI'ER/SPRING Offensive. The enemy was sub,iected 

to coos tant remind ers of his desperete situation through Division PSY.Cl' efforts. 

Using all available PSYCF media, known vulnerabilities stres sing themes of 

loneliness., health, morale, arrl poor le~ership were exploited. As the Divisioo 1s 

demoralization campaign against the 1st and 7th NVA Divisions in AO MON!' /JJA 

SCOOT cootinued., the 3rd Brigade deployed to AO CREEK to corrluct cperations 

against the 5th VC Division. A vigorrus PSY{l) campaign against the 5th VC 

Division was urrlertaken as soon as grourrl aperations conmenced. Large caches 

were uncoveroo in WAR ZONE D. Leaflets am tapes were praiuced capitalizing 

on the eneny 1 !3 loss of supplie s . Concurrent with offensive 0per<1,tions, tne 

Audio-Visual team was employed in AO CREEX to support CIVIl, i\FFP.miS/FSYCP .. . 

Broadcasting public· information, distributi~ literature, and publicizing 

MEDCAF I s arrl ICAP I s, the HE team aided greatly in the AO CREEK PSYWAR effort. 

In AO MONTANA sccur, the 1st arrl 7th NVJ... Divisions ventured frQn their secure 

areas to attack several FlRcn' TE.AM firebases. Division FSY(l> assets wore 

immediately employed to take advantage of the enemy during and a.f'ter contacts. 

In every instai1ce, loudspeaker a.ircraft were on statior, at BMNI', giving 

instruct i ons to the enemy on how to . safely be taken prisoner. In addition, 

ground teams utilizing portable bullhorns were dispatched t, o persuade those en 

the battle field arrl in the :imloodiate area to surrender. · Increased emriha.sis was 

made in the use of PW "good treatment II themes. In June, the 5th VC Divis ion 

moved North to Phuoc Long Frovince. The 3rd Brigade deploved to the Binh Long/ 

Phuoc Long area. The 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, Cl'CON to '!'HE FIRST TF.~, 

and division units continued cQ!lbat eperations ' against the enemy main force 

units. Urrler the guidance of the Division G-5, Brigade arrl 11th ACR 8-5 1 s 

increased PSY(l-' in support of the accelerat ed Chieu Hoi Program and vigorously 

supported two new II FFV PSYO' Campaigns, • 11 Cperation Exploiter" and 11Famil.v 

Tree. 11 Brigades S-5 1 s e stablished· close liaison with provincial FSYCP coorrlinat­

ing ccmmittees for developnent and deployment of PSY<l' media by US and GVN agen­

cies in sUpport of pacificat ioo. 

2. Support: 

a. The 5th Special Cperations Squadron (USAF) supported the l ACD PSYCP 

e ffort with leaflet draps· and aerial loudspeaker broA.rlcasts. Using both U-10 

and C-47 aircraft, 41,075,000 leaflets were drepperl in pre-planned target areag 

specified by THE FIDST TEAM. Loudspeaker appeals totaling 78 hours were 

broadcast to selected targe·-:. audiences. 

b. The 6th PSYQ> Battalion, located at Bien Hoa, provided general support 

with personnel, equipment, technical advice and media. The battalion furnished 

one HA (liaison officer) team, three HB (ground) ·1oudspeaker teams, and one HE 

(Audio-Visual) team to the Division PSYCl' effort. 

c. l AOD Brigade HB PSYCP teams 0perating frQn Division UH-1 helicor,tors 

broadcast 563 hours, and drapped 27,192,000 leaflets. Brigade operations 

included weekly pre-planned ar:d daily planned target areas, as well as quick 
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SUBJECT: Cperatio~l Report f~ Quarterly Period Ending 31 July 1969 TAB IJ): Psychological (r>era.tions (Cont) 

reaction PSYCl' exploitation. 

d. The Division PSYCP capa.bilit,y is dependent en the equipment a:vailable to acoClllplish th:! mission. With this in mind the Brigades, with the help of G-5, began and successfully ccnducted a program to maintain equipnent at the lo~st possible echelon. As a result, nays lost to repair were re<!ucert resulting in great er use of arp,anic PSYQ'.' eauipment. • 

e. The Division PSY<l' s·ection continued to improve its knowledge of enemy units. Current intelligence dossiers listing vulnerabilities of all ma,;or enemy units down to battnlion level were maintained by G-5. Increased coordin- . ation between G-2 arrl G-5 intelligence analy~s provided daily PSYCF ·essential elements of information on enemy activities. PSY<l' was thus able to program PSYWAR campaigns while maintaining the ncxibility to react to any :imnediate situaticn, should it arise. 

f. With an additicnal mission to support the CWN 1969 Pacification and Develapment Plan, the 1st Cavalrv, PSYCP broadened its !"treas · cf interest. Increased emphasis was placed cn the -irrlucement of Hoi Chanhs, the Jrd Party­Inducement Program, use of Anned Propagarrla Teams, oxpru,.dcd ICAPs ani MEDCJPs, arrl PSY.CP support to the enhancement of the GVN miage in pcpulated areas. 

g. The l ACD experienced an incr,~~_se in : risoners • ')f 1'1r>r tek~n A.S \9. rcsuhl • of stress:ing the PSYCl' theme 11Gocd Treatment for FW11 • FfYCF emphasis ±n support of the GVN Chieu Hoi Program continued throughC\lt tho reporting pericd. For the quarter, 127 Hoi Chanhs returned to GVN authority within THE Fm.ST TF./J-f AO, 4 Hoi Chanhs returned to GVN thru Division elanents, anrl 105 FW's surrendered. 

3. Kit Carson Scouts: G-5 increased recruiting activities 1n Binh LCJI'lg, Fhuoc LCl'lg and Bien Hoa Provinces as well as in the IV Corps area ancl at the National Chieu Hoi Center. Special recruiting posters were distributed to the centers an:i a recruiting brochure was :Planned for reproduct i on and ctist.ributioo. to KCS candidates. The Division's KCS regulation was written for implementation perrling approval. Bnphasis was placed cn improv:ing the progra."l of instruction the scout receives in his initial four weeks of instruction at TliE FIRST T'P.A?l AC.tJ)EMY. A new POI was written and implemented using F.nglish/Vietnamese language texts. A special booklet of militarv terms in English am Viet11S!tese was made up for the scC\lt's use during training and later nuri~ his. f:ii3lr\ duty. Administrative processin,g procedures were improved and meam.u-es were taken to update all scout rec.,~s. . Special leave/pass forms written in Eruslish ann Vietnamese 'W8re praiuced and distributed t◊ units emplmring KCS. Pay roll procedures were :improved using KCS ID cards arrl KC<, pay day was changed so that scouts would be paid on the same day as 1st Air Cav 'l'r".Y)pers by battaliop. pay officers. An add it iorial AHVN interpreter was added to the instruct or staff for KCS training and an adi:litional officer frcrn the ACofS, G-5 office was assigned to the KCS Program. Chief Brigade Sccuts were designated nm assigne(l t o the brigades to assist in supervising the sc':Yl.lt activities within the brigades. Plans were :implemented to assign Battalion Chief Scr-.uts wi-t;.hin ef.'.ch 
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battalion~. Special KCS pocket patches were designed, prooueed and distributed 
t o the s cout::.. for wear~ A number of Montagnard KCS recruiterl frrm Binh Long an:l 
Phuoc Long Provinces either quit or ;requested release frrm employment. Their 
family ties are very strong and they preferred t o live with their f1;1111ilies. 
Despite these losses, the Division KCS strength was 145 at the end of the '.'"" 
quarter. Che s cout was killed and two were wourrled in ccmbat 0perations. 

I 



CONFIDENTIAL 
SUBJECT: Cperational Repcrt fer Ouarterly Peri<Xi Endi~ 31 July 1969 

T J\B AE= Chemical Activities 

1. Operaticris: 

a. General.: During the reporting perio:i 1 May 1969 - 31 Jul;r 1969, there 

was an increase in the use of RCA (Riot Control ;.gents), name field expedients, 

and sniffer missions. Chemical contact te:.111s were again established at all • 

three Brigades to wcrk um.er the supervision of the Brigade Chemical Officer. 

(1) During the reporting pericx.t, FIRST 'J,'EAM Chemical perscrinel dropped 

· several scrties or· CS drums at night using the GCh radar guidance. GCJ. per­

sormel are given the coord:matee of the start ant stop points on the target run 

prior to the start of the missioo. They plot these two points on their .radar 

~capes. When the CH-47 canes Cl1 station, OCA. personnel vector the ship onto 

the target line and .tell the pilot 'When to start dropping am when to stop. 

Accuracy of this system is dependent upon the e.xperimee of the GCA 0pera.tors an(; 

the distance frcm the GCA location to the target. 

( 2) THE FIR.S't' TE»! also corxiucted night drops of E-158 1s • CS canister 

clusters utilizing GCA gu:idance. Ch clear, moonlight nights the accuracy of 

the GCA radar can be checked by having artillery mark the target with t1F. , 

(3) THE FJRST TEAM has devel0ped an expedient munition to contmninate 

bunkers with persistent CS. It . is cal.Led the Bunker Use Restriction Banb er·· 
BURB. It. consists of the cardboard cc:ntainer for a 2.75" RKT Warheait, 2 N.E. 

Blasting Caps, approximately 15 secs of tune fuze and a fuze ~itor. A hole 

is drilled in the container ,1ust below the removable cover. 't'he time fuze is 

inserted in the hole and a blasti~ cap is attached on the :inside of the cai­

tainer. 'The secc:nd B cap is taperi to the first B cap. A f'uze ignitor is 

attached to the other end of the fuze and taped to the rutsirie of the cCl1tainer. 

The point where the fuze enters the ccntainer is sealed wit.h rubher · cement. • 

The container can then be filled with CS and taped shut. The two N.E. Blasting 

caps provide sufficient force to rupture the ccntainer and epread the CS with-

aut caus:mg the CS to flash. Approx:imate weight of' the filled munition is ~ 

3 pounds. 

2. ~ erationc.l Totals: Tot.al.a for the reporting pericd includes most but not 

all of the chemical support given to THE FJRST TEP~. 

a3 Drum Draps 
56 scrties for 1588 drums (127,040 lbs) 

Sniffer Missions 
276 

Foogasse Installed 
6.59 55 gal Drums 

E-15:8 Missions 
28.3 Munitions dr(l>ped 
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TAB AE : Chemical Activities (Cont) 

~nl<ers Contaminated by Chemical Personnel 
2 3 • • 

Insecticide Mitsions 
37 missions 3700 gals of Malathion solution 

Napalm drapped . 
~5 drums 2250 gal 

F1arne Qpera.tims on Per;imeter at Camp Garvad 
69, 500 meters sq Burned 

Husch Flares 
102 Installed 
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SUBJECT: C\)erational Report fer Quarterly Peria! Ending .31 July 1969 
TAJ3 ~: D;.th Av:iation Group Flight Statistics 

mo.H · 
- .1 

May June July Total 

;i, Hours Flown 10,682 11,227 10,194 J2,103 

Sorties 35,607 33,463' 29,766 98,8.36 

Pax 47,935 44) 886 48,.320 . 141,-191 

Cargo tons 11,670 1,174 1,192 4,036 

A/C % ffi 77% 76% 76% 77'1, 

Hits fly 8 l:? 9 29 

Hits No f'ly 8 17 10 35 

1lfilQ 

Hours Fl~ 1,642 1,735: 1 .• 518 4, 89.3 

SCll:'ties 3,024 3,511 3,632 10,167 

A/C % ffi 64% 64% a2% 70% 

Hits fly 3 2 · 0 5 

Hit_s No fiy 0 l 0 1 

~ 

Hours Flown 2,851 2,7.U .3,040 8,632 

Useful Sorties 4,2)) 4,202 9,205 18,137 

Total Sorties 7,219 6,603 n,i.u 24,963 

Pax 22, Z76 20,490 26,847 69,613 

Cargo Tons ll;592 10,.U5 22,239 44,'2JJ, 

A/C % CR 64% 73% 76% '71% 
Hits Fly 0 0 7 7 

I 
.Hits No Fly 0 0 l · , 1 

, l Tactical A/C Recoveries 17 15 18 so 
I 
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CONFID&NTIAL 
HQ, OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310 211. GROUP . 
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a . 111:POIIT TITI.I: 

Operational .Report - Lessons Learned, HQ, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) 

• • Dl:■ClllfiTIVII NOTa■ (~el~...,_,,,.,.._ .... , 

·Exoeriences c f unit enaa2ed in counterinsura,cncy operations 1 May 69 - 31 July 69. 
9 . AUTHDIIISt(,INI-, •·-• lnlllal, loaf-) 

· CG, 1st Cavalry Division (4irmobile) 

e. 111:ltDII T DA TII 70. ·,'OTAL NO . OF ltAGIU I"'· NO. Ofl' 1111:li• , 
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