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ANALYSIS OF FACTORS THAT HAVE v

* 4 INFUIENCED rcaMS OF BATnLE AND WARS:

"A DATA BASE OF BAM S AND MGRA4 r

In this report prepared by the Historical Evaluation and Research

Organization M) for the US Army Concepts Analysis Agency, HM has
compiled data on 600 major battles of modern history from the beginning

"of the 17th Century through the first three quarters of the 20th Century,

and presented this data in a combination of matrices and narratives. The
matrices coprise seven tables which present all of the significant

statistical data available on the battles and show how major factors of

combat have influenced the outcomes of these battles. There is a concise

narrative for each battle, which summarizes the principal sources consulted

in the research for that battle. The data, information, and analysis are "

presented in Volums II-VI, as follows:

Volume II: 1600-1800

Volume III: 180S-1900

Volume IV: 1904-1940

Volume V: 1939-194S i
Volume VI: 1939-1973
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3NGALGf1IS ANALYZE) AN)DDESCRIBED IN 'VMUNe VI

World War II

France, 1940 S.

Sedan-Minus. River 13-14 May

Malaya, 194-1 :* :A.
Jitra 12 Doc

Thw Eastern Front, 1941-194S

Ro'vr (Opimrjuio "2arbarsaW) 22-26 Junm 1941

Th ebfense of Mosm 30 SWp-3 Doc 1941 *

Soviet Coiuteraff~ins at Unew S Doc 1941-7 Jan 1942

The Pagoreloye Gorodishciw Offensive 4-11 Avg 1942

Laningrad (Operation "'Sprk") 12-18 Jan 1943

The OboyvA~-Kmwsk Axis, Noa" I 4-6 Jul 1943

Southern Sector 5 Jul 1943

'lbe Cboyan-Kiunsk Axis, Phae 11 7-10 Jul 1943

lhe Oboymn-Kursk Axis, Phase III 11-15 Jul 1943

Prokhorofta. 12-13 Jul 1943

K~ursk Counteroffensive (Southern Sector) 3-23 Au~g 1943

Belgorod 3-S Aug 1943 '.4*

The ?4elitopol Operation 26 Sep-S Nov 1943

The Korsun-Schevdienkovskiy Operation 24 Jan-17 Feb 1944

Nikopol Bridgehead 31 Jan- S Feb 1944

Li. p



The Eastern Front, 1941-1945 (Contiue.d)

Sevastopol 5-9 May. 1944

The Eerezina River, Byelorussian Offensive 25-29 Jum 1944

The Lvov-Sandomierz Offensive 13-29 Jul 1944

Brody, Phase I 14 Jul 1944 -2

Brody, Phase II 15 Jul 1944

Assault Crossing of the Vistula River, Phase I 29-31 Jul 1944

Vistula River Operation, Pulawy, Phase II 2-7 Aug 1944

The Yassy-Kishinev Operation 20-29 Aug 1944

The Vistula-Oder Offensive 12 Jan-3 Feb 1945

East Prussia 13-31 Jan 1945 ,..:.'-

Ciechanow, Phase I 14 Jan 1945

Ciechanow, Phase II 15 Jan 1945

Seelow Heights 16-17 Apr 1945 -

M.nchuria, 1945.

lMutankiang 9-16 Aug " '

The War Against Japan, 1943-1945

Tarawa-Betio 20-24 November 1943

Iwo Jima, Into the Main Defenses 20-24 Feb 1945

Iwo Jima, Suribachi 20-24 Feb 1945

Iwo Jima, Final Phase 11-16 Mar 1945 .

• *'. '. -;."The Okinawa Campan, 1945"""'•.......

US 7th Infantry Division Sector

%, . -... .'

Advance from the Beach 2-4 Apr

2. '.,
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The Okinanm Cmalz.145Cn )•-•:...;

US 7th l.dwtry Division Sec tor (Contin-ued) -""" "
Adhce tau the Outposts S-8 Apr'....

Tm Hill-Ouki 9-11 Apr

Skyline Ridge and the Rocky Cra 19-23 Apr - --,

Kochi Ridg-ong 11: 28-29 A:pr::!::.!

Kochi Ridge-O•nag 111 30 Apr-3 Way .,,-.-

Japanese Counterattack 4-S MWY::::::' -

Kochi Ridge IV 6- 7 Nky .. :. :.

•~ . ?;N,.'- :

Shuri Envelopment, Phase 1 22- 23 Wa .'.'-.,
Japanese Counterat .s 24/2S May..-

Shuri. Envelopment, Phase II1 26-27 Maty "'''",

S~~~Shuri &mwlopment, Phase 111 29- 31 May .- :,::'-.

Hill 95- I 6-8 Jun _-

Hill 95-11 9-11 JTun '.:-':-

Yae..jU .Dake 12 Jun , . ,..,

Hills 1S3 aid 11S 15-17 JTun

US 96th Infantry Division Sector'.'..'...

Advwan from the Beachhead 2-4 Apr

Adac to the Shuri Line Outposts S-8 Apr - -'

Kakazu and Tombstone Ridges 9-12 Apr ":-_

Nishibaru Ridge-TwAabaru Escarpment 19-23 Apr

4M

M a d Escarpment 26- 29 Apr,',,,,,':.,.,,

SAttack on the Shuri Line's Eastern Flank, 1 11 - 13 Ma v:'•.'.

3~3 -,.'.•-...,.-
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5*°.... ...

Ma Ckiraa Caiais. 1945 (Continued)

US 96th Infmntry Division, Sector (Continued)

Attack on then Shuni .Line's Eastern Flank, 1I 14-18 May

Attack on the ShTi Lirne's Eastern Flank, III 20-21 M.y

Advance to the Yuza-Dake/Yeju-Dake Escarpment 6-9 Junim '

Initial Attack on the Yuza-Dake/Yaeju-Dmke Escarpaet 10-11 Jum

Capture of the Yuza-Dske/Yaeju-Dmke Escarpment 12-17 Jum

1967 Arab-Israeli War (Six Day War)

West B•ak

Jenin 5/6 Jun '

Jerusalem 5-7 Jim

Kabatiya 6-7 Jun

Tilfit-Zababiba 6/7 Jum

Nablus 7 Jun

Sinai Front

Rafah S Jum

Bir Lahfan S/6 Jun ,

Abu Ageila-Uk Katef 5/6 Jim

El Arish 5/6 Jum

Jebel Libni 6 Jum

Gaza Strip 6-7 Jum '--",

Bir Hassna-Bir Thmada 7 Jun

uitla Pass 7 Jun

Bir Hann-Bir Gifgafa 7/8 Jun
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1967 Arab-Israeli War (Six Day War) (Continued)

Sinai Front (Continued) '. .. :,,-.:

Nakhl 8 Jun

Bir Gifgafa 8 Jun

Golan Front

Tel Fehar-Banias 9 J

Rawiyeh 9 Jun

Zaoura-Kala 9 Jun

1968 Arab-Israeli War

Kera 21 Mar

1973 Arab-Israeli War (Or-taobr War)

Suez Front

Suez Canal Assault-North 6 Oct

Suez Canal Assault-South 6 Oct

Second Army Buildup 7 Oct

'Third Army Buildup 7 Oct

Kantara-Firdan 8 Oct

Egyptian Offensive-North 14 Oct

Egyptian Offewsive-South 14 Oct

Deversoir (Chinese Farm I) 15/16 Oct

Deversoir (Chinese Farm II) 16-17 Oct ,,...,..

Deversoir West 18 Oct

Ismailia 19-22 Oct

5, .- ....
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1973 Arab-Israeli War (October War) (Continued)

Suez Front (Continuzed)

Jebel Geneifa 19-21 Oct

Shallufa I 2 Oct

Shallufa II 23-24 Oct

Suez 23-24 Oct *

bAdabiya 23/24 Oct

Golan Front

Kunsitra 6-7 Oct

AMadiyi 6-7 Oct

Rafid 6/7 Oct

Yehaudja*El Al 7/, kxt

Nafekh 7/8 Oct

Tel Faris 8-10 Oct

Hushniyah 8-10 Oct

Mount Herlwnit 8-9 Oct

Mount Hermon I 8 Oct

Tel Shams~ 11-13 Oct

Tel Shaar 11-12 Oct..-

Tel el Hara 13 Oct

Kfar Shams-Tel Antar 15 Oct2O.,

Naba 16 Oct

Arab Counteroffensive 19 Oct

Mount Heron 11 21 Oct

Mou-t7Hermonhl 1 2Oct

6
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NWw OR 11 M-010,.1940)

Sainaliseftlwr. :314 AW 1940
After the opening drive Into the A-Tdms Forest an 10-12 My 1940,

Geerl IHiaz OQ rsn's XIX Pomer Corp reached Salin, on the mse
River, which it wms otdaed to cross on the following day. Sxsss of
this operatiomn• vital r th* caftinati'La of toe Om attack
into rarce desu to oat off Allied fores lurewd norttmmt by other
Gern thrusts •nto the Low Cmuntries.A Q Gem0 ion had p w divisinam In the XIX = zer Cwfp, but
only twos the 1st and the 10th, um along thes Ur In sty wgh f9W
the 13 My crossing. Following an Inomse artilley and air b ent

A of Preach positions an the river's est beaks rinhrced Im~try

sament3 of the 1st Pmnue Divislion crosed Mamr Plaing. A poast
bridge ws in place *cmoss the river by aiiigh an 13 tfy. To the
amrth a m ller unit failed to cross the Tiver, 4dl to the wauh 10th
Paner "Divisii elenmts metab l I a smal bridgdad. On 14 M tim

1st Panzer Division upwied its bridgdued, and a Prinh mt at *a-
wns mqulsed with assinne bras 23 Mome DbIislm =Lts. lWm huls
sotber crossing was mobs, th of P1l. m ia by tho web of 14, )J
all three pmner divisions of thm XIX PWse OWps m woss in far
and driving eest.

•, Shm• b: 7he = ]PwmzwOmrps. n mctha XU Pmw Ow:mpa t

)• , its rigbt, had caw.md th wea ften& defenses along the Mme Rivwr.

In doing so, the Germn a•rzad units tr.pt up tl m reqred for
this part of the Germn offensive and permitted the attack to contis
to the hmglish (Omel.

SSource: T. 1; T. 2; T. 3; T. 4; T. S.

~1



6-~

In late 1941, Gret britain's primry c rawe- in Mlaya wms thi
pALIVtWK.1TM of th nova bese at Sir ,m tlhch wes the prime

objective of Japan Inmteal of attackin bty sea, Ar Siapore's
defU3 ervfoaee . lta of thle, JMMr TWOnty-fifth Army

drove wvwland frem al~mila in order to proceed down the Weta
Pmeansula to Sinaore. With air andnaval riority th:

.mmll-led an mnurilmou JOins. tvmu thlofnted all at" by

the British to slow thir oAmimsr Capturnlg Britieh airfields

and cutting off British forces in mrta*tern 1miled, they wied
into Malaya.

6ar Jitr, the British 11th Infantry Division ws dqployed in

pertly co"leted lad ee slang the wrth-smuh road, to stop t&.-

ndvamce of the Jpbe Sth Infantry Division. After puhtag aside

the trai on 11 Decber. Meamn of the demsity of the Jitra defeMs,

Jpsen irfery attrhed in the early mm•oft of 12 Dacd.r andi were

ropulsed, .but a12y after durlg sin the r t of the British
positions. At dayreask, bayi brught up artilery aw w"m rdMIRUSta
the Japanese renwed their attack, cmawtrating ouat weak spots of

the right-hmad British WrIga. Poorly triwad tze"s mad 1--im wi ed

officers prevented the British from mWkn an effective defene, andi

the 11th Division coiuader, Major Gmeral D.4. Murray-Lyan, requested

permission to withdrew. With the route to the south threatened by

Jaase forces &&mwing from the northeast, Nwray-Lyon fimlly

Sreceived permission to pull back during the night on 12 December. Under

the cover of dartmess and in heavy rain, the ramnts of the division

began to withdraw, in good order but leaving behind tony vehicles and

mach equIpmnt.
Si cc •Having broken through the only prepared defense in

northwastern Malaya, the Japanese were free to pursue the retreating

British toArd Singapore.
Sources: T.6; T.7..
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In m 1941, *a 0 m Krat Famer weu positicmd fOw br-eakItda *
opstim sotatlumt of NMI as the left flank of Ows Mw am Sm~h.
noirst Penme GbW Consisted of ha AW copso thus of Aid we

CI lift with the foarth In ?S551 toam ao~it~ down WCessWy
The pemer gu's Manimo un to at* at • j tim I S of do Pi l, .ad

Sixth Amiss of the Soviet Swidwat Ani Oru (in a roomm where do Soviets
did not anticipste a uWor 0 effort) ad to WdimN MSt thSoug Soviet

defenses to sain mimJ er zom for Or mo mGoe units. The pinr g ws,

attached to the Osn Sxth Any fw te initial atrac ad is to be veft-
forced with and miorted by inntry units of dm a•...

Ol the rnmiug of 22 Jun the pinst Pans Gro"'attwachd and ascixed
several bridps a ess * ft River alon the Soviet 9I's border. &wpi
was coqplate. As lafbatrI units brain through th first fortifications, asur

s eitted. The G Lufti .ffe, d•str Swdet aircraft an the grmd
ad in ths aft, qdckly establishd air smeriority over the batthefs . by
the ad of the first day of the iwsiaon, the 0smm had pm tra d deeply " -
into Soviet territory, escially In th UMVIXX *aps's sector on the riot
albw Un ads Sub l-Dere0tehFW. Over ter •t four f US t ý s =mm Us
amw1z pizV . Pmitereimets crosed the Styr R• emnad cqptured &amumber
of cities to the seat of it. Phltin wus often bitter, a Soviet cmater-

attIak stIOik the flanks of the Germ p tratim. The SvMs The.rat ta d
In a piecaml fhashic and althuagh sa ao sucesses me achieved, the
Germos pawally dispersed their forutirns and newet lost vinetn. On
26 Juno, the First Pmzer Group uas detached from the Sixth Amy and prepared
to eploit the brI kthru~h that it had achieved. By the ad of June it
adviaced over "200 kilmters into the Soviet Union's territory toward the

Dnieper River, cracking the Southwest Army Group dam the center, enveloping
and destroying Soviet forces most of the rDnieper.

Sigificance: The Germ•s had achieved the b they needed,
capitalizing oan surprise ad superior strength. They could next exploit their
first successes and p•oceed rapidly to the Dnieper River.

Souces: U.1; U.2; U.9; U11; U.26; U.33; U.40.
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33u adbfme gf WN-Wa -0Sne -3 RcEr14

2wm Oman oft- win twm Nuecmo- code-afmd Mperatim Tykoari' Was
carried ama by tim MWy Group Custer, var the coam of Field Nibreim Pedmr
voa Docks apiet fou dsfudive Soviet amy grotis (We~steReseree, Brksmmk.

and KalinWa . under dw overall commo of the Soviet &rme 18211r~r
(Stayka) W-- I by Stalin. Theu German drive stwtsid an 30 SUepirw 1941
with attacks by the 8 m m , Punvr Group and the Seemi AnW apinst thm
Bryansk Army Group. Oni 2 October, the Second and Fourth Armien, supported by
the T1hird and Fou~rth Panzer Groupis s lunched as assault against the WesterA'
ana Reserve AMY CaIO".

At the outset the Oesman aperatimi was very suiccssifa1. In the ktyansk Iu
and Vyuam areas eleven Soviet. armiss wvre encircled W destroyed, and 650,000
prisoest-rs taken. Neawly 800 tanks *3,500 artillery pieces, and large quantities
of other weapons worn either captured or destroyed. In mid-October, Army
Group Center found itself only mm 100 kilaosters west of Nbmos.

It the secoand half ofivtoers ad towl msa the eastW s i i er.
tornh, the Nodsinth Army m te Thairdners Soviet wresisane sto red. aImn.
Inthe souerthervn sector, the Fom1 urter Amyad h (Foumrty Second Gazrou b an

(dm 15 the er wk n Hvith ndt the oust of fot the kns b ier.n TO tha
"fn1"ofnieo o.Intenorth, the Ninth Amy and theý Third PnwGopmnmbot o&glzn
Ianter sothrn seto o rs tai Second Pasnzer Plana u(,cml 29econde after aMV

capturing a bridge over the Noscow-Volga Canall, had established a bridgehead
on, the east bank of the Canal. I'bsm was abort 20 kilometers way. In
the center, the Fourth Army and the Fourth Panzer Group ancwtee stubborn
Soviet resistance and advanced slowly. Oni 26 Novemer Germa troops in the ~

central sector were about 50 kilometers from the Kremlin. In the southern
sector, south Of Tula, the offensive failed. The Second, Panzer Army was
able to advance only a few kilometers per day.

Anticipating a continuous German drive toward Moscow, the SovietsA
brought in all available reserves and counterattacked on the flanks. The
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Cami miffeis um1~s rwass, but poruw ovd, OA I k@Msw the Pmw
AnW Uuike a .3jw ateuk -c the Nwa Rtive b.om Pwomtm K~dNmruw.
Umoms 9 aft r m day the Gt afttw bnomu A do. May am foiwwd doomb-

not nmdWApvwf (e b*Au of Mmm) Am It -n stpp by twh. OA
3 D-sw c bvlSck ordevesi the troq to retwa to doe 3impoff pcsitica ad ~

A' f*Ono vmt unmed to dftwo almsg the mntin frms.

b JMWp 7Mr vicmwy defM of Nno bvatot misi Ititlwls
hq fr ~cWin MI1. I*Om u6 AWlot the Initiativ *L psami

to fth ?W AaW.

I.;U6, .;02* .6 .2 .3 -0 JG .0
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11S wi Watmaweffnive at Zzurn PIO am4 VVVE' wupwIM

SMA et on it we stImpvaw to showl n "eM W 69 G0m R~IM w
was MIU. so *A ti Guin Owsmis d vt kv ti %D orumld ftir isbase.

MWhis t I Earffuusvein Im m C~am S Dmenbe by do KalaiaAUV GM~ps
mb ri God . Man Ouioet of Umou. It If. MIOW OW SIM d In
th AIUS catad -nd a temuss sscto by the Nuswus ved'strnm-- Azimy pm
60aoubd rSUPOCtiwly by Omwal a. Mdaw MA Nor"i L Tmi~

a fisro. batta le onedu db osm ia venves Uo cqoed rift1 ,
an outn to ý & m'r tmrd bRdv. By?7 Jinryo fti bliMi Aty Group
bM~ readai dom 11M aslibm~ v Ddmr. AMIt took up duftlini positims.

Thi Neateni AzW Orw* t achue inad sou of Womm =9t
mied apInst the cuatral as ect ar. AxW grou Co attemted to aIdt of
aime but, umde don thvest of .idier miintor bedlmm, to
Mtsat, howlirg behind am OAlPmt an .MW uhicls. Oil 25 D~eAws, the

Western Army Grmqi reaOdkdo la m and iha vivas *AT* it ma mepg 1 by
stn" ua Om rexsatemt. A few das latesr, amuwet, aftervareapfsd md
brlnmiuw 19p YTsvS the avSrmy pu 00tmutod to aftmes OR 30 Decdt ft
took Kalvpl sm i pormat cmatiins coftor,, ad @sm after took up

Oni thm left flaik of the advancing Sweiet fm cas, fti -plaestsr AV W
Group(rematlufted on 18 Decembr Into the kymAk MyWrMa ) a wacd a
g0 to 100 kilmvtsrIs o asada 6DemtrI ade wln
Lyub~ovschina-Pavlavka-Livay. MThethe army gr regrouped and lunwtad a
attack tmerd the northwest in order to destro the Gmen So cmod Azw. BEaly
in Jaunty, umblo to break through the suliomn Garie resistuncev it st~ped'
along the line Belev-tMtsmnsk-Vorlchvy*-Livny.

*An the Soviet cowmtoroffensive 1a1Imed the Red Army had thiowm the Gerimen
back 100 to 200 kiltmtr fres 1'bsco. Soviet Forcs en holding a ise that
ran through Seiaao d v.olokolmoks mKlsvNasBlv
IMtsensk aid Novosil.

Simiificance: Gomm Amy Group Conter suffered a severe setback from
whiich, in fact, it did not reownr.
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WOIRD WAR II (EASTER~N FRONT, 1942)

PoRoreloye-Gorodishche, 4-11 Augut 1942
In August 1942, an the right flank of the Soviet Western Army Group, some

200 kilometers west of Moscow, the Soviets launched an offesive toward Zubtsov,

"Rzhev, and Sychevka. The offensive was carried out by the Thirty-First and

Twentieth Combined Arms Armies.

The Twentieth Combined Arms Amy, under General M.A. Reyter, was to break

through the German defenses in the Pogoreloye-Gorodishche area and advance

southwest and west toward Sychevka. The sector was defended by the German
Ninth Army, comanded by General W. Model.

The attack comunced on 4 August in the morning. In heavy fighting the

Soviets broke through the German defenses in a seven-kilceter sector and by
the evening of the first day had progressed nearly ten kilometers. The

following day General Reyter c t tted his mobile group to comibat. Under

Soviet pressure the Gemans retreated. The Twentieth Army widened its break-

through sector to 18 kilometers and advanced an additional 20 kilometers.

Heavy fighting continued till 11 August. Both the Soviet and the

German commands brought in reserves, including armored elemnts. The Ninth

Arqy retreated slowly n organized mnumer, which permitted Germn reserves

"to take up defensive positions.

By August 1, overcoming stubborn resistance, the Soviets reached the

V. Karmanovo defensive region, where they halted and regrouped for a subsequent

assault.

Significance: Although the Soviet offensive did not reach the initial

objective, it prevented the Germans from transferring several infantry and
panzer divisions to the Stalingrad front, thus helping the Soviet defenders

in the city.
Sources: U.12; U.26; U.32; U.42.
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ER WR II (am1MM PNWf 1943)

Lapinga Operatton "bark" 12-18.jamus 94
In the fall of 1942, the Soviet commnm for•ulted plms for n offensive

to break the siege of Laningrad, established by Finnish and Germmn forces in
Ssptiber 1942, and to opn a land route to the city. The Second Assault Army

of the Volkhov Army Grap was to attack south of LWke Lafp and push wast

tward Leningrad, to link up with Soviet forces dtriving east ftm •. iigd.

Between them was a 15-mile wide Germn corridor The attack area consisted of

forested marshland defeded by units of the Germ WEihtseth Amy in fortified i.

positions. To insure success, the Soviets mssed troopW a unow s along the

br ough front, giving them overwhelini numerical msw.rioity over the

Germans.
On 12 Jamnary 1943, a heavy artillery barrage opend the attack of the

Second Assault Army, and engineers cleared paths thro* the first Gem r

fortifications. Supported by air strikes, assalt umiUs Jumed off agaist

intense Germn resistance. For sem days, fIktIng raged around fortified
strongpoints, as the Geimns bitterly contested tbo advance, frequently

counterattacking and limiting the Soviets to only smaal daily gains. Soviet. So
armored units, massed artillery, and aiT WJt • .(*A *9 watrlPe!*%te
were used to neutralize the German dmefenes. Finially on 18 January, Second

Assault Army units linked up with troops of the Leningrad Army Group, cutting off

German units along the south shore of Lake Ladoga.

Sinificance: After 28 mnmths the blockade of Leningrad was broken,

and the Soviets established ground links with the city.

Sources: U.19; U.33; U.34; U.42; U.46; U.50.
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4i
bVUT WAR II (EAMND W3Vf 19431

ýg~tio "Ctde",, Ob~ -~ Axis, Phase 1, 4-6 July 1943

In the spring of 1943, the Gema High Cmond decided to launch an

offensive operation against the Soviet Kurmk Salient. The Gemen XLVIII

Panzer Corps (of the Pourth Panzer Amy, Army Group South) under General 0.

rnobelsdorf was to attack an the left flank of the Panzer Army in a 17-kilo-

motor sector northwd towar the Psel River and Obon, aainst the Soviet

Sixth Guards Army coinndsd by General M. adistyalmv. The3 Soviets, aware of
the Germn plans, were wall prepared.

Combat operations started with a pre-offensive attack in the afternoon of

4 July in order to capture Soviet outposts and to bring thepanzer corps close

to the Soviet main line of resistance.

Early in the monting S July, the attack on the main effort axis was

launched by two panzer and one panzer grenadier divisions. Two infantry

divisions advanced an the flanks. Prom the start the thrust was not as

successful as the Germans had expected. The Soviets offered formidable

resistance, and the intensity of fighting increased houzrly. Nevertheless,
by the end of the day, the corps had advanced seven kilomters and had broken

throuh the Soviet first defense zone.

On 6 July, despite heavy losses, both sides coatinued to fiSht with

( increased ferocity. The Germen troops assaulted the second defense zone, ~

but were unable to break throu~gh. During the day, the corps advanced six
%. T'5,7

kilometers. _

Significance: The Panzer Corps did not penetrate as deep as planned.

The resistance of the Soviet forces permitted the Soviet high command to

introduce reserves in an organized fashion.

Sources: U.6; U.11; U.12; U.13; U.14; U.19; U.23; U.26; U.28; U.29;

U.33; U.MS; U.46; U.47.
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ij~pt~ Umu&~~i NKt.1943)

SMOMIMIM Mi~1 OMtr Seor.M0. S July .1943
Th: Soviet -Cowteroffensive during the winter of 1942/43 led to, Geima

dwsets aIn te C~veos-9 nd aongthe Don River.. A&OWidft

etward the Soviet armies pushed out a large salient in the Kusk amrwea re
they were finally baited by the German arides. In April 1943, the Gal=n
H1~i Comad Idci~d to destroy the Soviet forces in the Klursk bulgo. The
Gorm pan U Called -ftr ýctmvghg Wons at, Kursk: one aiinmid fho Orel -it
a southerly direction and the other frt the Delgorod area lin a O'noftherly
direction. The objectives were to encircla and salhilate the Soviet ftorcese
In the K~ursk Salient and *An admanc ast U~mrd iNeom and s0w~ast tooWad

The Four~th Panzr Anmy of Gomm Army Group South, A~ I by Colonel

Thnera Fourmnth Panze dVarm mos th ofII Panerd wors tonh lefb ts athe&
I anzSJlyberk Corpsuon thie roight - - jii of ratp0d00y Julyc aterW a ~Ob

ai ntes artillery6OIAM and abncnir u prmaration.T wher iumd was tobjetiw of
alemyewas (1oyf Ab Goutp4 kifters *Ydto the noth Fr d. starft S Fourthe

lttack theO AMrumns th oiet wixth wellargnzdsA aof dthried resistanc fron
Udrthe SovietA fores TAs~tl a-d Gen-maldeM anttyank btacdesamde ift diffcut
fork.ut the p tner divisions to Alv anIdvne. S (hie puazsere diisonofth
fortified PanzertCors trie fo dphour toecross a0 water-flesogebt.s.

unucessFoult Pande had to sititadncaxshe II 55I Panzer Corps on. h et n i
ISSPzeCoponthe right --ako thjumps bed toffeaktrOSgOOSJuyiaftercas*ato

buy ithne atlerand othdayitr Fourath Paze imymedesiate nbeciuerou Soie

sectoras Oonyand advance 40ry ih kilomeermtttenrsh. Faromtevstrt in theea
ofac the advancing Getmantroptehoit werlogn n estilln holdistngeera strong

points, enangerdisiong the erman armyans li vnes .of cc anicat dio iionf.
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Siaiftic"e: Although the Getif Fourth Panzer AMy brok through
the Soviet first deftese zo oand advanced eight kilometers, it did not
fulfill its mission of the day. The Gemsn troops sufmd,-d heavy losses.
The Soviets, although their losses were also very heavy, pined tim Ad
were able to bring up reseres and second echelons which they comitted to
combat the next day. The Soviet eaqhasis on strongly fortified field
defenses paid off.

Sources: U.6; U.11; U.12; U.13; U.14; U.23; U.27; U.28; U.33; U.42;

U.4S; U.46; U.47.
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WW WAR II (EASTN FRWN, 1943)

Operation "Citadel": The Cboyan-JCrsk Axis, Phase II. 7-10 July 1943

On 7 July, the XLVIII Panzer Corps planmd to break through the Soviet

second defense zone, reach the Psel River and establish a bridgehead on its '.

northern bank. However, the Soviet command brought in reserves and repeatedly
counterattacked. The panzer corps was unable to fulfill its mission. It

broke through the second defense zone on the right flank only, where it advanced
seven kilometers. On the left flank the advance was only four kilometers.

On 8 July, the Germans expected that they would finally break through-'""--

the Soviet defenses and that a general Soviet retreat would follow. However,
the Sixth Guards Atmy, now rein ed by t lhetsy of the First Tank Army ad

:" ~other units, carried out several strong coneatacks Wdtch seriously slowed

" down the Germen progress. During the day the XLVIII Panzer Corps had only

advanced five kilometers. However, in its rear, a mober of stroqpoints-

which the Genmns initially by-passed or blocked were still in Soviet hnds.
During the next two days coibat was very fierce. With:the commitment

of additional reserves, including tank elnts, Soviet resist.e grew
stronger. At this crucial point, the Gemns did not have reserves readily avail-

able. The German advance was slow. Progress was msde mostly an the right

flank. During 9 and 10 July the panzer corps advanced a total of five kilo-
.[i.! meters. •':'...

_Siftca_ _: Despite advances that were mazing under the circtustances, v'..
Gerua forces were unable to break through the Soviet defenses. Comiment of

Soviet reserves including eleasm f a tank arm brought the XLVIII Panzer

Corps almost to a standstill.
Sources: U.11, U.12; U.16; U.22; U.23; U.25; U.28; U.29; U.37.

4-.. ,

* .. '.. .. . ~:.-v %j,. \...m-



=d WAR II -ONM fI . 1943)

(Qeration "Citadel": ftomn-Fwsk Axis, Phase III. U1-IS July 1943
IU Goum XLVIII PmWAr Corps contimad its effrts to break tbl*uh

to Oboyan wAd NDrsk. Oni 11 July, overcrming stiMor Soviet resist..* it 5**,
ms able to mm so bwmNAiy, advuncif in som sectors up to tdre kii..ters.

Wut Soviet mebat pamr, far fro daminishlng, seed to be incriesifL. -.

On 12 July, the p corps wa brouht to a staIstiU by Cmterattadking
Soviet tank =Ad infntry units. 1l3 Germs reMpo ad and, in older not to
lose the initiative citiua to attack in several pilOs. Mut the attacks
were beaten off, and tIpanzer corps was fmrcd to turn to the des.e. -

On .16 July the rm r of the Pmwrth P er ArW, Garal H. Iboth
ordered the corps to witdrmr to the jup.-off positions it held on 4 July.

Significance: 11 offtasive of the XLVIII Poser Corps failed dpitme
rmenrkable am 9 against stiff resistwc. The corps suffered heavy losses
and had to give upthe territory it qWred dwing the offmive. 11
Geo= defeat set tim stais for a lon-plmid folow-up Soviet cteoff .ive.

Sources: U.6; U.11; U.12; U.13; U.14; U.23; U.28; U.29; U.46; U.47.
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VMW WAR 11 QMASIUWI . 1943)

(peration "Citadel": Soviet Ciamterattack at Prolkhorovka. 12-13. Juy 1943
On ( S July the 11 SS Peazer Corps under SS Colonel General P. lHusser, xl

launced an attack o~n the 3elgoro-Prokbmorvk& axis aginst General N.P.
Pukhw s Sevmant~a Gues Amy, as part, of the general Dirsk offmasive. By

11 Juy the SS Panzer Orns had advuued nearly 3S kilometers ad reuched
the"- orcmv~ am.a

The Gemn offenivewas am running out of stem dkm to losses, stub~born
Soviet rmistiae an lack of reserves. The. Soviet Surmme Commnd (Stavka),
decided to commit its strategic resierves, the Stewpe Army Group cocmdld by
Glomral Ivan KoAmm, to halt the advuming Germms wad to deliver a final blow,
against the already weakened Il SS Penzer Corps.

Yonv x -te1rattacked In the unoming of 12 July with elements of the
Fifth Qrds, T~k arnd Fifth Guards Cm~ined Am armies. But just as the q1:
Soviet tanaks and infantry began this attacki, the Germn pamzr force resumd
its advance on PreLahorcka. The ensuing mating uwagemnt lasted two days. ~-

19 ~ The battle formations of tim opposing armor units bacame iuemnaled in the -

first hours; of the fierce encounter. lasses, were very heavy on both sides.
But finally the Geruno won driven back, and took up defensive positions.

A few days later, ize Soviet pressure,, the 11 SS Puazer Corps begen a
wit~raval which took it back to the line it had occupied before the ill-fated .

offensive began. "V

Signficance: The tank battle in the Prokhlorafte area, in which nearly .

1, 200 tanks were involved was the largest tank battle in World War 11. 11W
failure of the German offensive forced the German Coman to -urn to strategic

4%' defense along the entire front.
Sources: U.12; U.16; U.23; U.26; U.28; U.33.
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h MRNOW WAR II (EAB'1U Ir 5 1943)

Kursk Cowiterffensive (Southern Secto~r 3-23 August 1943

pFourth Panzer AzW end Task Force Knopf of Army Group South were pushed back
to the line of departure iaere an 23 July they took up defensive positions.
11w Soviet troops halted in front of the Gmron fortified positions, whaich
Were 3010 10-15 kilooetars in deth, to reugrup and prepare for an offensive,
which they codinend Ryytev"It was desjiged to wash the Gaeim forces
Lu the Dalgorod-Kharov armeanmd then drive to the hniepe River, as part of -'*-

the ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ i byrlSve fesiei h atro the Easter Fofnthefrt.te

resectvel byGieras N Vauti a d 1. prod lwwas tahe cm S kte , fesio
Mw 11ow way fietda h budiybor Fourthe Panzue Ami adwk

TaskFDT19 r~f nd ws amed t ba pproacghed thera fotrcdfaes in o fsvea
grusWetoigte icm, and cetrin Mroat thpie firk-erce

reith theo ar veabts alsoancted switire, an yte-n ftefrtdyte
had y An- troug thevai defnse one Belpo asin sh rei n. SA n n

theGeme fofnth dasgr broken.openiSouthe a reoroaedinothe a~dvtranceon KicIhm

area On11 August it launmched a massive counterattack against the
VoroezhAmr Group, directed vainly against the First and Fifth Guards Tank
ame.Fierce fighting continued for a week. Despite heavy losses, which %%.4,

a~~twiped out the First Guards Tank Army, the Soviets, after Initial
Fithrawtl stood their ground, add repulsed the Germans. Oni 18 August, the

Fis ursTank Army captured Bogodukhov, saw SO kilometers west of . .

Kharkov, and the Fifth Guards Tank Army took Zolochev and Kazachys Lopan
northwest of Kharkov, closing on the city fromi that direction.

While the Voronezh Army Group was fighting off German attacks, the
Steppe Army Group intensified its effiorts to reach Kharkov. On 13 August
it broke through the outer defenses of the city and engaged the Ge~zmans at '

the outskirts of Kharkov. After an exceptionally grim battle, on 22 August

the only remaining open road.
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E5D WAR II (WrI= FAM 1943) ~..,.,, ,.

urk Counteroffensive Southen Sector) 3-23 August 1943 (Conti:ued)

The final assalt on the city was mated during the night 22/23 August,-

and in the moning of 23 migust sharkov was in the Soviet hamn. a
Sign ficance: In three weks Soviet forces advanced sae 140 kilceters,

setting the stage for a follow-up offaisive toward the Dnieper River. The
Soviet counteroffensive br~o the backbone of Gomm Any Group South, which

lost the initiative and was forced to turn to defense alfwg the -entire front.
Sources: U.6; U.12; U.13; U.14; U.19; U.23; U.26; U.30; U.37; U.42;

U.4S.
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oelgirod, 3-S &Wst 1943
The Soviet Fifty-third Combined Am Amy,, reinforced with the I Mechanized

Corps and other units, was to rake the initial breakthrough attack of the Steppe

Army Group against fortified defenses occupied by the Geoun 167th Infantry ,' !'

Division. The objective was to seize Belgorod.

On 3 August, following a prolonged artillery preparation, the attack

began. Gsia inLefields delayed the suiorting ainr, but the Soviet infantry -.

was able to penetrate the first line of tradihes. The Geam 167th Division,

evm though it had suffered heavy losses in the Lusk offensive, fought

stubonmly and inflicted considerable losses on the attackers. Despite poor

coordination g the Soviet units, thanks to their om i'ift superiority -.. .*~S..

in ruJdmers and weapons they broke throgh thn first Gerin defem on-

3 August nd continued south. On S A•lit De4porod was capturd, amd the first

phase of Ryuyantsev, the breakthr&U of the mn Geom defense zm s, -- -

accomlished.

Significance: With the capture of Delgorod and smashift of the m.m.:
defense zone, Soviet forces could continue toward Khazbw. All along the

center of the Eastern Front the Gezm s auies ware retreating• •st to the

Dnieper River.

Sources: U.12; U.23; U.26; U.4S; U.47..
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MUMA II (LASI!N FWIr, 1943)Nt. t,,.

The mblol ol peration, 26 s§pt er-S November 1943

In order to clear the Germans from the east bank of the lower Dnieper

River,, the 4th Ukratnian Army Group,, ommwed by General F. I. Tolbukhint, mas
ordered to take Helitopol. The Geramm Sixth Field Amy under eneral L.A.
Hollidt, was holding the area.

The offensive was launched along the entire amy group front on 26 Septeber.

The main effort was made on the right flank north of Nblitopol along the

Ntkhaylov axis. A secondary attack was delivered south of Welitopol. Germn
resistance was fierce, severely limiting Soviet progress. Not until 9 October "

"did the Twenty-Eighth Amy pierce the Geman defens south of Malitopol, akd
establish a bridgehead on the western bank of the Nblochanya River, on the
outskirts of ?elitopol. ,,

This success on the secondary axis changed the operationl plan. General
Tolbukhin transferred his man effort and reserves to the smothem sector.

Bitter fitting for Mnlitopol lasted for tan days. The city was finally

f K. captured on 23 October. On 24 October the =I Tank Corps and, a day later,
the IV Qxards Cavalry Corps were committed to oploit. Their mission was to
raid Germa rear areas and cut off -the main cmunicution arteries. Facing
the danger of encirclemnt, the Sixth Field Amy Withrw wstward toward
the Dnieper."..

""Overmin the resistance of the mm rear guards, the 4th Ukrainian
Army Group fought its mWa up to the lower reaches of tin Dnieper and the•'

Siaiificance: The Gemans were cleared from the eastern bank of the

Dnieper except for a small bridgehead at Kherson and a larger one in the

Nikopol area. German troops in the Crimea were cut off from Germn forces

on the mainland.

Sources: U.9; U.12; U.26; U.33; U.36; U.42; U.45.
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WCk.D WAR Il (BASMEM FIOWi 1944)
The Korsun-Sevdhekovskiy Opration. 24 Jamiary-17 Februar 194

Early in January, the Soviet Supreme Comand (Stavka) decided to liquidate

German forces in the Kornm-Sh•e•vhnkovskiy bulge, west of the Dnieper River.

For the operation the Soviets cimmtted five cmbined am and two tank armies, "N

and one cavalry corps of the 1st and 2d Ukrainian amy groups, commnded

respectively by Generals Nikolai Vatutin ad Ivan lrnev. The two army gros

were toadvance on conver Axes, link up at Zvengorodka, ad destroy the

German forces in the pocket.
The bulge was hold by elemnts of the right wing of the First Panzer

SAny and of the left wing of the Eighth Field ArmV, both of Azz Group South
under Field Marshal E-rich von Nkinstein. Commeding the sector was Geineral W.

S~~~Stemmeran. ,...:•.:

Oni 24 January, the assault forces of the 2d Ukrainian Army Group opened *.

the offensive. By the end of the day they had broken through the German

defenses on a 25-kilomter front ad advanced over 1S kilomters. Kmev

comitted his tank army through the breach and successfully exploited the
breakthrough. On 26 January the attack of the 1st Ukrainian Army Group was -.*%.,%

launched. Despite stubborn resistance, the Soviets penetrated the German

defes and advaeed toward Zvenigorodka where, on 30 Juary, they met

with units of the 2d Ukrainian Army Group closing the encirclimmt ring. By

3 February the Red Army had formed two encirclemnt rings -- the inner, mode

up primrily of infantry to squeeze the Germans in the pocket, ad the outer,

made up of tank armies to repel the anticipated Geman counterattacks to relieve

the encircled troops.

As expected, Manstein committed several panzer divisions to relieve the ".'.

encircled troops. At the saw time the surrounded units attempted to break

out of the ring, attacking fiercely toward the panzer divisions pushing to

their rescue. It soon became clear, however, that the outside help could

not break through. General Stummeman therefore decided to umke an all-out

attempt to break out dharing the night of 16/17 February. Despite Soviet efforts

to prevent the escape, some of the encircled troops fought their way out of

'the pocket and joined the III Panzer Corps near Lysanka. However, all sick

imd wounded were left behind, and all heavy arms and equipmnt abandoned.

Significance: The removal of the bulge facilitated future Soviet operations,

and enabled them to use the' Dnieper River as a transportation artery.

Sources: U.12; U.16; U.19; U.26; U.33; U.45; U.47. .5
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MINoE iddEe.d 31 ,MMUV-S .Fbr.y 1944
In JwAWV 1944, the Gomm 33Sth Infmanry Division was deployed in a

fortified defeesive posture in the Nikepol bridghead mar the Dileper River
In the Itkraim. Inh divisim hod based its defenses am a w•ll-developed
systnm of field fortificatiamo with a Pmnetratien of a great variety of
meapns ad a lare =ms r of Obstacles. Facing the 335th Division was a
Soviet rifle corps that hod the mission of beakid g thrda h the Germ' defenses
in .an offensive set to begin am 31 Juwmry. Pol1ving the brekthroug, the
Soviets plannd to advance to the river in 48 brans, to seiz the river
crossings at Bolshaya Leltftha ad preWvet the evaimtim of QGumn nmits.

7M Soviets, hnver. were aable to follem their plma. Instead of two
days, as they had plamnd, it took tan, six days to reach the IDieper.
Pros 31 Jauary to 3 Pebtawy, the Soviets slaoly made their way through the
Germon fortified znm, abmoaut ki3tters deep, ad it took thenIMo Im
days, 4-S February, to pus the retreating Gamn to the river.

1no plamid breasktha was sled ninly by the fortificatios prpa@ed
by the Germs &ur*g the two mmths preceding the 31 Jamawr attack, and the
bad watrin', which r yreersd the roads &]et imsasble.

WM:cM : The elatively slow Soviet edwme -mde it possibl, for
the bulk of the 335th Division to withdw across t DnTieper with only mall

losses. TIh Soviets naW cOWpletoly Controlled the east bank of the DOWepr
River.

Souces: U.12; U.26; U.39; U.42; U.4S.
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IORLD WAR II (EASTERN FROT, 1944)

"The Crimea Operation: Assault on Sevastopol, 5-9 May 19,

SOn 8 April, the Soviet 4th Ukrainian Army Group, under General F.I.

Tolbukhin, and the independent Maritime Army, under General A.I. Yeremenko, *

Slaunched an attack on the German Seventeenth Army in the Crimea, comnnded

by General Erwin Jaenecke, later replaced by General Karl Al1mendinger.
The Soviets struck simunltaneously from two directions. The 4th Ukrainian " '

Army Group attacked from the north, across the Perkop Istmus. The Independent
Maritime Army attacked from the east, along the Kerch Peninsula. In one week

of combat, German defenses fell apart and what was left of the Seventeenth
Army fell back in confusion to the safety of strongly fortified Sevastopol.

On 15 April forward elements of Tolbukhin's and Yeremnemko's forces reached

the outer ring of the Sevastopol defenses. *-'.

The final assault on the city was launched toward Northern Bay on 5 May.

The attack was carried out under very difficult conditions, with Soviet troops '• *='

forced to climb precipitous slopes under heavy fire. The fighting was

particularly fierce at Sapun Hill, which was the key to German defenses. When
"it fell, German resistance was broken, and on 9 May Sevastopol was taken.

The remnants of the German troops fled to Cape Khersones where they
were either killed to taken prisoner. Most of the several thousand men who

tried to escape by ship were drowned when their ships were sunk by the Soviet

Air Force. The operation was concluded by 12 May.

Significance: Germany lost the Crimea and the Seventeenth Army was
destroyed.

Sources: U.10; U.12; U.20; U.26; U.28; U.33; U.34; U.39; U.45; U.46;
U.47.
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SWaW WAR II ESE FRW 149

The Berezin River, The Byeorussian Offenive, 25-29 June 1944
In June 1944 the Soviet Supreme Commad lance a major offensive 5

'• ~in Byelorutssia code-naied "Operation Bartion"' inlwhich four army groups ••,
i {-;) with a total strength of some 1,400,000 troops were involved. The area

was defended by the German Army Group Center, which had a strength of

almost 1,200,000 men.

Om The objectives of the Soviet offensive were to break through German

defenses in six widely separated sectors, envelop, enircle, and destroy

the German troops, and liberate Byelorussia and parts of Litl•ania, Latvia,

Victor The Ill v G wars Mechanized mthr ile grou

Sin the Fifth Combined Azy zone as soon as the army/broke th ig the German

main line of def ense and reached the Luchese River. The III Guards Mechanized

S:Corps wsto adac oadBgses, enadDlpnciad, no late
than the sixth day of the operation was to capture the crossing of the

Berezina River south of Lake Palik, and thentcontine toward eshchnits.

Along the axis of the corps advance, the Germans had a force of
divisional strength with supporting artillery, engimers, aid about 15

tanks. The German defenses were organized primarily in and around a nuber
of towns and villages.

Early in the evening of 24 June forward elements of the III Guards
"Mechanized Corps passed through the advancing rifle formations and around

-• ,:.. 2100 made contact with the Germans. Intense combat developed at the village
of Kichino, where the Germns intended to stop the corps. During the night
the defenders were overwhelmed and retreated westward.

By sunrise, forward detachments of the corps reached Senno, which was t .

defended by an entrenched infantry battalion supported by artillery, mortars,

and several tanks. Fierce fighting for the town lasted until midday, when
the Soviets finally took the town and destroyed the garrison. The Soviet

forces continued to advance and by the evening of 25 June took Tolpino. In :%

the -morning of 26 June they captured Staraya Belitsa, an important German P

"defense center.
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urine the following three days the III Guards Mechanized Corps N
citiue~d to press its attack in the rear of the German defense system.

On 28 June the city of Lepel was taken, and late on the sae day the corps
reached the Berezina River in the RoziuD and Brod areas and begn crossig

operations. On 29 Jun the crossing of the Berezina River um coupleted.

Sne: The rapid advaae of the III uards Nechanized Corps
wMs inst31ntal in assuring the stccess of the offnsive of the 3d Byelo-
russim Army Group.

Sources: U.12; U.26; U.31; U.34; U.3S; U.42; U.4S; U.47.
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E~~DWAR II LEWONU FKU1I, 1944)

The Lvov- Susimi~rz Offensive, 13-29 July 1944
The objective of the Lvov-S uaerz offensive was to liberate western

regions of the Ukrna and southern Poland. It was carried out by the 1st
10kinian ,W Group conwnedby Mrshal Ivan Koev. The area was dofns 6 1

by the German Amy Group Northern Itraine under General Josef Harpe.
ne offienive was launched ma 13 July on the rioht (nrrthem) flsik with

an attack tmmrd Rava had. One day later Kom attackad in the ater tomwrd
Lvov, and on 21 July he owed in the south, on the sewadary ais, an Berezauw *.-

and Stanislav.
In spite of resolute Germn resistance, th advance on the laRa Puska axis

was very successful. On 16 July, the First Qavds Thnk Ait puiwd th-mo a

breach in the defense, advanced rapidly westard and, an 23 July, crossed the

San River near Jaroslav and entered Poland. The attack on the Lov axis was

initi.ly less successful. Only after Iovm suceded in a wiq a w

corridor (the Koltov Corridor) and prshed tw tank amies throug it did ,•*

German resistance waken. By 18 July, the 1st Lirainian Amw GroW bW404

through the Germ=i d fenses in a 200-kilaneter wide sector and *&wwd fron
SU to 80 kilomters. In the Brody area the army group encircled so later

destroyed eight Germ divisions. Lvov was enveloped by a deep flodikng

maneuver and encircled. On 27 July Soviet troops took the city. On the
sam day, the army group's left wing captured Stanislav and cmtinud toward

Striy in the Carpathian Nbuntains. This ended the first phase of the offensive.

Soviet fborces reached the line Vikolaz-Nisko-DIbetsko-Przemysl-Smbor-Khodorov-

Kalush.
Following new directives received from the Stavka (Soviet Suprene Head-

quarters), on 27 July, General Konev transferred his main effort to the right

wing, where he deployed two tank armies, and advanced rapidly toward the

Vistula River. Advance elements of the army group reached the Vistula near

Baranov and Sandomierz on 29 July and immediately established two bridgeheads .

on the western bank of the river.
"Significance: During the 17 days' offensive the 1st Ukrainian Amy Group

broke through the defenses of Army Group Northern Ukraine in a 440-kilometer

wide sector and advanced over 300 kilometers. Army Group Northern Ukraine

was defeated and suffered heavy casualties. Soviet forces entered southern
Poland and began the liberation of that country.

Sources: U.9; U.10; U.12; U.16; U.18; U.20; U.22; U.24; U.26; U.28; U.32; 4.

U.33; U.43; U.44; U.46; U.47.
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VWMD WAR II MW= FRN , 1944)

The Lv0V-Saqjqg6rz -OLO-Ttion: Br&d, Phase 1. 14 JPly 1944 ... Na

in July 1944 the 1st Ukrainian Army GroWqi, comimled by Nkrshal IvanIR- '

Kmmv, ws ordered to strike tomrd Pava Ibaska and Lvov, wdvance rapidly
to the Vistula River, andI establish a bridgehead on the western bank of the
river near Sandmierz. .

lim XV Rifle Corps of the Sixtieth Army was commite an the main axis
of the attack. 7flm corps, cainmle by major General PsV. Tertishniy,, was *

to break through the Geiman defunses on a 5.5 -kilommater front between Hill La.

3750 and Krugla Hill,, and attack toward Perepelniki,, Trostsyuets Maly, mad
Skarzawa. By the adI of the first day of combat it was to take smsov end
Zolocimy.

Facing the XV Rifle Corps uas the German 913th Infantry Regiment of
the 349th Infantry Division, uhich was deployed in wiell prepared fortified
positions,, plus two infanrty bsttaliami in reserve. In case of a Soviet
breakthrough the Geri" coWd quickly reinforce the forme in the break-
through sector with owa SS infantry division and me or two pmnzer divisions.

On14 Jume. at 051 the corps comomed its operation wirth areconnais-

sance in force against the Germen forward positions. Mwb Getjn offered
fierce resistance,, ad -after an intense fight elements of thm 336th Winfntry
Division mode only slight progress. At 1430,, a 90-'mlme artillery PCqrto
signalled the beginning of the main assault. By mvain~ the corps badmapwe
the first three lines of German trew-hes (first defensive zone) and forced '

the Germans to retreat toward Perepelniki. Althouagh the corps objectives
for the day were not achieved, the corps advarmed fromi fiv, to eight kilo-
meter's and reached the line ftmyuv, Maitskovy GaJ, Garbzzavr, Perepelniki.

Significance: The XV Rifle Corps broke through the Gerom first
defensive zone andi forced the Germans to retreat to the second defensive
zone. Hkwever, the relatively slow rate of advance thwarted Soviet plans
amd enabled the Germens to bring up reserves.

Sources: U.6; U.12; U.17; U.19; U.20; U.24; U.26; U.32; U.42; U.43;

U.47.
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Te Wov-Sdomierz 0beration: ft y. Phase 11, 15 July 1944
In order to speed up the breaktugh of the entire Geman tactical

defense zone In the Pernaplniki area, Genral Twrtisluiy, comunding the XV .

f1Rifle Corp, requested and was given one machuized brigade. The brigade,
togete with the 332 Rifle Division of the corps was to attack toward

Trostsyanets Nt~ly md scw* the comittmm to comat of the IX Hichmnized

During the night of 14/1S July, forard battalions of the Soviet first . ."
echelon divisions were very active and onaimd local attacks. The Germas,,

inre of the dangr of a possible Soviet bieskI-m , tmffered the 30th

SS regiment of the 14th SS Ga•L•ian Divisicia md elmts of the 8th Panrer .*

Division to the combat zon ding the night. f..

At 0830, after Ian c-lam artillery - t Soviet am"IAlwched the attack. Germ Inleaty, • b tanks aMd aat Sm,
comaterattacked repeatedly, trying ft bt thd Sowit a*#=. In spite of

heavy losses, the XV Rifle Ops a w psil au" the
Trstsyanets Mdly-Zolochev axis. In tieafta the rsistme of the

Geraan troops was e en rfierce. Mw Striet carps vs i=Ing only slow
progress.

W Durin the dayl, the Soviet Air PMic was very active. It carried out
nearly 3,SO0 sorties, most of thent 4110inst of Ge tank

Lwhich wevehindering the advance of the corps. 7be Soviet aftr & was

largely responible for the difficulties the Ovh Panz ivision hd in its

counterattacks.
By the evening the XV Rifle Corps, after advancing about seven kilometers,

broke through the German second defensive zone sand reached Popelnya, Trosts-

yanets Mely, and a KaUenku. The corps was able to open a narrow corridor, -

four to six kilometers wide (later to be know as the "Toltuv Cor!.idor") from

Perepelniki through Srednya Mud to Trostsyaimts. On 16 July Mrshal Konev ,

committed the Third Guards Tank Army to combat through this corridor. The

camitment of the tank army had a Oecisive influence on the battle. The

outmautbered Germans were forced to retreat westward. -*i:

Significance: '11e Soviet XV Rifle Corps broke through the second Germnw
defensive zone and opened a corridor through the German defenses into which, •&.
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on 16 M•y a Soviet toik W was cnitteed. This penitted the Soviet
tmks to remch tim ope Mpme in thm rur of te German fares c d carry
out a deep u olomat operation which led to tim liberation of Lvov, a
=Jor Genm defame cuter.

S AW: U.6; U.12; U.16; U.17; U.20; U.24; U.26; U.28; U.32; U.33;

U.34; U.42; U.43; U.4S; U.47.
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"Wm A II U&S PF4R. 19

AsWlt- Cr•oes.a Of t.. Vistula River: la y ae I. 29-31 Muly 1944

In July 1944 the Soviet 1st Wyelorussian AZW Group, pursuing fleeing

Ginrin trCVPs, liberated a considerable portion of Poland, and on 2S July

took the provincial capital of Lublin. On 26 July the Soviet XCI Rifle

Corps of the SxdtyT-Nnth ArW wms ordered to leave one of its divisions (the

312th Rifle Division) in Lublin and, with the rmaining force plus the

artillery of the 312th Rifle Division, advamce to the Vistula River, cross

it during the night of 27/28 July in the Kazinierz area, and establish a

bridgehead on the west bank bet-ie Nasiluw arA WoJszyn, smthast of Pulawy.

The corps comander, Major General F.A. Vol~v, imediately organized a

"special forwad detad t which, avoidig combt with retreating Germn ,

forces, was to race to the river, cross it from the urch, and establish a

bridgehead. Late in the afternoon of the 27th an during the night of 27/28

July the cmmander of the forward detaclowt, C61orml hnwv, attempted

several times to accomplish his mission but had to aban the effort become

oi fierce Germn resistance. General Vollov, after learning that the Getm s

had brought up fresh troop and deployed them in well prepared defensive

positions along the western bank of the Vistula, decided to postpone the

crossing until after plans for a crossing had been prepared and sufficient
, crossing equipment had arrived.

Germn forces deployed in the XCI Rifle Corps crossing sector consisted

of six infantry battalions (five from the 171st Reserve Infantry Division and

one from the 214th Infantry Division), a combat task force of the 26th
S•, lrnfantry Division, and elements of the 11th SS Police Regimet. In reserve, -:

in the NoW Janowiec area, were the SSth and 95th Infantry Regiments of the

17th Infantry Division.
SDuring the night of 28/29 July, the Soviet corps comeed its crossing

operations. The Germans, continuously illuminating the river with flares,,

discovered the crossing of the 370th Rifle Division and, opening an intensive

artillery and mortar fire, forced the Soviets back to the east bank. More

successful was the crossing of elements of the 117th Rifle Division. After

&prolonged, fierce, and often hand-to-hand combat, about two companies were

able to penetrate the German defenses to a depth of about 300 meters and

consolidate their positions between Nasiluw and Voj szyn.
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Duzring the dayr (29 July) the Soviet corps prepared for a resumption of
the night crossing operations. At 2200 the attempt at Crossing began again.

'The German opened an intense fire from aUl types of weapons on the troops
attemting to cross. They also repeatedly counterattacked against the
Soviet units already entrandhed at the bridgehead. All German counterattacs ~ '%

were beaten off. By morning, despite heavy resistaiwe, the Soviet corps
inmvrgsed its strength on the bridgehead to more then one rifle battalion
andJ supporting elements.

Duiring the night of 30/31 July aund on the next day, the corps continmwd
crossing operations. Fierce fighting developed along the entire 10-kilamter ~.

corps front. At aboust 2000 hours 31 July the corps had wst of its troops
V ~across the river and began the battle for the epnion of the bridgehead.

Siifcme The capture of the br idehead on the western bank of the
Vistula River was an important elemnit in the Soviet strategic plan. It
would permit the It of futur offensive operations on the Berlin-
axis frost a bridgeheed on the western book of the Vistulaq tbus eavidingi
the necessity for assault crossing operations over the 500 uster-wide river
at the start of the subtsequent offensive. ':-:

Souaves U.11; U.12; U.16; U.18; U.19; U.22; U.24; U.28; U.30; U.42;A
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•M WAR II (EAS I•sr P , 1944)

Vistula River O0eration: PuleO, Phase 11, 2-7 Au•ust 1944
In view of Germma resistance and the slow advance of XCI Rifle CorpsI! units in the Pulawy bridgehead, Geeral Volkov, the corps c¢omeer, decided

to regr his forces and c-c e for a main effort in the Nesilw
area. The corps was reinforced by the 9th Ponton Battalion ad the 22d

Tank Destroyer Ibgtme.t.

The regrouping of the Soviet forces was comleted on 2 August by 1145. •; j..
At 12S5, after a 15-mimte artillery preparation, the Soviets attacked.

Imiver, German resistance was stubborn, and all the corps' efforts to
break through were unsuccessful.

Since the XCI Rifle Corps' left neighbor, th LXI Rifle Corps, had,
•;achieVed3010e success, General Volkov requested =id ricaived permission

f• rom the AM• O~mmder, General Ki1a• , to attack tar JAwenoic fro
the LXI Rifle Corps brideha.' Consequently, Volkov ordered the 312th

••.Rifle Division to cross the river at Zastow Polaowk during the night 2/3

August and, on the following night (3/4 August), relieve units ofth X
Rifle Corps in the sector. In the moring of 4 August •th division would
attack tard Jaxnwice and Jamiec, and join mdvucig elimats of fti

* 117th Rifle Division in the (blasy Sieze-Oblasy Vmskie ana.

h. (:"On 4 August, after a prolonged battle, the 312th Rifle Division broke

through the Gtank m ms a ensesa d at about noon took Jasmiec. Hnver,
J• mattempts to take Oblasy D]rskie and link up with fth 117th Rifle Division
• • i"',were unsuccessful. On 5 August the XCI Rifle Corps was engaged in intense

( •tighting in the Wojszyn and Janotflec areas. The Germans lawched several

, :,stron counterattacks, each in battalion strength supre by fro three

to five tanks and/or assoult guns.

For the next two days the corps, while preparing to resu the attack,

repulsed mny fierce German counterattacks. On 7 August, in view of the
stubborn German resistance, General Kilpachki ordered the attacks to cease

in the entire zone of the Sixty-Ninth Army.

;• *, Sigificance: Stubborn German resistance halted the corps' advance.

In spite of reinforcements the corps could not fulfill its mission. The
Germans won tim to bring up reserves and fortify their defense positions.

The Soviets faced the danger of having their bridgehead overrun by the

counterattacking German forces.
Sources: U.11; U.12; U.16; U.18; U.19; U.24; U.28; U.30; U.42; U.4S;

U.46; U.47. 60
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M WAR II M&S'1T lWrI, 1944)

The Yas-rKishinev 0weration. 20-29 August 1944
In the sower of 1944 the Soviet Supreme Connd (Stavka) decided to

carry out a decisive strike in the southern sector of the front, .ad to drive

into snia.
Poised for the offnsive on a 590-kiloaster front stretching from

Qhnovtsy in the vast to the Black Sea in the east were the 2d Ukrainian
Anm Grou deployed on the right, and the 3d Ukanan Army Group deployed
on the left, cimmnded respectively by Genrals R. klinovskiy and P.I.
Tolbukhin. The Soviet army groups were to breach Oemn and Romanian defenses
at two points some 200 kilcmeters apart (which mmd oordinsation very difficult)

and, in a pincer mvment, envelop and ncirclo to hostlle tF.acing
the Soviets was the Germn Army Group SouthernUkraie umur Guneral hans
Friessner, consisting of two Germn ad two Ramian armies.

The offensive was lanched on 20 August. In the course of the first
two days both Soviet amy groups p trated the entire tactica defnsez m
an a wide front, ond tank and medmiAzed formations moed into open areas behind
the Gerimn-Rommnian defensive line.

Attempting to halt the Soviet advamce, the Germans counterattacked
frequently and fought fiercely for each position. General Friessner used up,
all of his reserves and was unable to stop the offftsive. The main forces of
Army Group Southern Ukran were faced with imidnent ehcirclemn.t; the Germsn
Sixth and the Romanian Third armies were ordered to withdraw behind the Prut '
Rtiver. •-,

The lomenian Third .Army, its flanks deeply enveloped, surrndered on 23Y
August. On 24 August forward elements of the advancing Soviet army groups linked :•.:L•

up at the towns of Husi and Leovo, closing the encirclement ring. Tenrty
divisions and several iepdetunits were caught in a great pocket between,+_-.

the Dniester and the Purt.
Meanwhile, in Bucharest, King Michael ordered Romanian troops to cease

hostilities and gave the Germans two weeks to leave the country. On 25 August,
Rtmmnia declared war on Germany.

It was now impossible to extricate the Germn Sixth Amy and the IV Army
Corps, and they were left abandoned. Nevertheless, fierce fighting continued

on 25 and 26 August during mopping-up operations. But there was no centralized
command system, and most of the formations were badly disorganized. By 29
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#OU W x 1 (IASIM PM. 1944)

The Yiy-Usibi V O, 209 Ait 1944 (Cutiud)

.•st all Tesltme stoped. Oaly a fw umits wre able to slip t*MrO

the Soviet ring, ad retreat tmard tmxmry.

Sidgm Axn' Grou m4Sothern Ukraine was totally destroyed.
Imia, a Gome ally, declaed war an Gemry, Soviet forcm occupied

kmia. This Ambled Soviet to c• to dvm e tasrd ampry atd 1lsavia.
SaoMe: U.12; U.16; U.19; U.26; U.34; U.39; U.42; U,.43;, U.47.
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RaYiamala- OfeMive* 12 JSWW- Y3 PAbiwWv 1905
Ihe YiUVVI-Or RofNIVS MWs ei St dMetWYft GsM £zwCS b19-11

the VistUla-a Omw rivens, liberating weltern fo1~d plum"a into doe
heert of GsxMVV ad estabihing hvua* 1% ciitI= for a f11ind emft
an Berlin. Mwn aerado m ws to be c*AcWs by tho let -yliis ad 1st

Ivan KOMeV.
Pacing the Bad AvW alonig a fiut of 480 kilomters Qinum MW

Group 'W' waer MiIA IMrsbe1 Josef Iipe (replaw an 16 JMON by MOM1
WasalP*MmdSdioxm). *ae of the axW guW -w dep"I~ed sPut th

Soviet brd 4ied cn the watern bnk of the VUI&tl.
I* s lt UbuWm AxW Qaq~ lowdied the oftwbe turn do i

ar~I n~d 12 Jomwy syat ** Powh 1m AxW. Md Me
the S=V op~ armwai 20 kilaters. In = Mop~ fa clan ~gu

the Ga~s ewmitted their reemem sd edvW' . Me OWNst
Was IMCO sad tdo cow fttme twepS rtetumed. O ils n
in a ski11f1 mawelopinlg inr Viny tIk fleli. UsFrn Pft POWA
was ~ftiated mi -etoe. Sov1.t toks~. -=d fth W ;"=

wA~~~~~T Ytm "Wm* MdM r.
Hwtvy fijitintwokplae monthe tvkrn ads. Despdtwm s~f~

reuistanc. of doe Gem Sm u I--- -- f AMW, the snubt puwd ftnuwed nt
on 19 Jusmry took Mk~sw. Hrniver, to *a wesatf the city, as do left wdag
of the aimy Vop an aipreach& Uth ln~tria1 weeq of rSinma ,

advance was , -- -- Ly stapped.
In~ the cite md on the rijit Can th Sug in sier. th ev

Polish-Gormm boufar was cnassd an 19 Jaszy. WAr. 30 Jinwy sad 3
Psamny [cmov *passed BeImI ra, ud the Oder at uewsv* peintsi, ml
established t idped 1cmI -- o the western book of the river.

rr* 1st Wwywlrsiu AzW Gm ju*ebff ftowm the Pulae #wA Mrnaw
11idpbees spalit thes Ninth Auqi as 14 Jernary. The mni Gipi hw~w

ware brolma the me dsay nd do Soviets ahnie-d frun 12 to'20 kiloweers.
Oni 1S Jsusmry the First Qards Tauk AxwV was cmttod as a uaile gru sad
adveod hwlng the day scot SO kiamters up to the Pilica. River. The Sixtyr
Ninth AMw took Pamc and ruinbd tosurd Left. Wxsr was nveloped and
liberted on 17 Juu'y.
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RW AR 1 ~81 W r 1945)

MIS VistuAm-Odbr 22SW16ys. 12 IgN*3 ftrebray 1%45 (CoatimAled)

S1w drive to t~h Oclr dslolped into a race. Lodz wns takeon 19
Sinvpr, the M'm ilion c•rossedl me &ay later, and Pm surrounde and

by-passed. TMw First Qmnr Tek Army broke through the Msoritz fartifted
A=me, aid m 3 Plmay. IA a spsctmalar thrust, readod th Odar,, wr it

seized a bridpmed a the dwst bmk, nmar Antrin. BeIrlin was only 70
kilamtews may.

SStn ici lm: all of Poland wei liberated. Gegmn forces
between, dho Vistula and Odinr rivens m~e €leflesed and sufe actramely

heavy casualties. 1he stage was set for the final assault an Berlin.
swins: U.12; U.MS; U.26; U.33; U.34; U.42; U."; U.4S; U.46; U.47.
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WORLD WAR II (EASTERN FINT, 1945)

East Prussia, 13-31 January 1945 L>'.

The Soviet plan for the East Prussian operation called for cutting off
German troops in East Prussia from those in Pomerania and Poland, pushing
them toward the Baltic Sea, and destroying them piecemeal.

The offensive was to be carried out by the 3d Byelorussian Amy Group
wider General Ivan Chernyakhovskiy and the 2d Byelorussian Army Group commanded

by Marshal Konstatin Rokossovskiy.
Defending East Prussia and Northern Poland was German Amy Group Center

under General Hans Reinhardt (on 26 January the group was renamed Army Group
Northand put under General Lothar Rendulic), deployed along a 500-kilometer
front from the estuary of the Nieman River in the northeast, to the coniluence

of the Bug and Vistula rivers in the southwest.
The 3d Byelorussian Army Group moved out on 13 January and attacked from .->-.

the east and northeast toward Tilsit and Insterburg. Overcoming strong resistanice
from the Third Panzer Army, Soviet forces broke through the German main defense

zone and during the first two days advanced 15 kilometers. The advance was
slcwed during followtig days because of difficult terrain and fortifications.
Tilsit was taken on 19 January. On 22 January Chernyakhovskiy's troops captured .
Insterburg and pushed toward Konigsberg. By the end of January, Soviet forces

bypassed Konigsberg after overcoming powerful fortifications at the Heilsberg de-

fense area. They reached the Baltic Sea and seized part of the Samland Peninsula. -

aiswhile, on 14 January the 2d Byelorussian ArmyGroup launched its main
attack from Ruzhany and Serotsk bridgeheads toward Wiawa and Torun. Allenstein

surrendered on 22 January. On 23 January, Rokossovskiy reached the Frisches
Haff Bay on the Baltic shore.

The Red Army, by gaining the Baltic coast in the west, the center, and in

the east, had split the German forces in East Prussia into three groups. This

sealed the fate of Army Group North, which also was cut off from German forces -.
in Pomerania. .-..

Early in February the 2d Byelorussian Army Group, after taking Torun,
and reaching the Vistula River on a wide front, was ordered to turn westward

and advance into eastern Pomerania, leaving the mopping-up of the surrounded ,
.., Germans to Chernyakhovskiy's forces.

Significance: Army Group North ceased to be a viable force. This meant
that Soviet armies advancing across Poland on Berlin would not have to be V"
concerned about their right flank or rear.

7" Sources: U.11; U.12; U.26; U.27; U.29; U.34; U.47. .'.. -
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Significance: The failure of the Soviet division to break through the
entire German zone of defense slowed the offensive of the Second Shock Army.
This failure was due to the neglect on the part'of the Soviet command to "
plan realistically for the offensive.

Sources: U.11; U.12; U.26; U.28; U.29; U.32; U.34; U.42; U.45; U.46;
U.47.V
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EWM WOR II CAU NtT194S)L

Cloche Phase 11. 15 Lamnary 1945

Duing the night 14/1 Jamnary the 90th Rifle Division conducted

recmisssaceregropd and readied itself for a res.umption of the attack.

At 0230 one regiment of the division. attacked Czaxmstuw Nwor. The German
garrisonU offered stubborn resistance; the attwackin troops came iunder heavy
fire and failed to capture the place. At 0915 the Germens, cMmteatacked

with a battalion-size force supported by tanks and assaullt Sms. The
counterattack was repelled by heavy artillery fire.

Oni order of the corps commnnier,, the Soviet division maxe an all-out
attack at 1010. The advance, Winver, was slow because of fierce German
resistance. In numerous places there ws close combat. At 1500 General
Polenow informed General Lahhnethat at 1600 the VIII Tank Corps w~dd
be comitted to combat from the line Czarmstuv-Daiiy Deinyq and that two
tank brigades of the corps, the SMt and 60th tank brigades, wmAd advane
in the 90th Rifle. 'Division sector along the axis Czarnostuw-Golysin Stary-
Ciecha~w..

With the advantage of the VIII Tank Corps thrust, unaits of the rifle

division broke into the positions of the German divisional reserve, Aahre.........
a very intense fight continued for several homw. At 1830j, theRipamt

Battalion of the German 7th Infantry Division, supported by more, tha ton
tanks,, counterattacked from the Krzemien area. The womeatc s beaten%
off .%

By evening the 90th Rife Division had reacted Krzemiui, Grochy Imbrzyki, *

and Grochy Krup. During the day the division advanced four kilometers.
At about 2230 hours forward units of the division discovered that the .-

German troops were withdrawing. General LyasIchenrut ordered an iunediat

pursuit to capture Ciechawow by the end of the next day.
Significance: For the second day in a row, the 90th Rifle Division

could not fulfill its mission. Only coummitment of a strong tank force in

the division's sector made it possible for the division to make limited

progress.

Sources: U.11; U.26; U.28; U.29; U.32; U.34; U.42; U.45; U.46; U.47.
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to resist am iminat Soviet t mm Berlin w a sytmo

fOiel fortificatigga sited galmly sanmg tin, west beak of the Olbr
Rtiw. 1kw SeWUM 14.*Ss~es of -Vsrli as Om gectsy wla1
fortified, sime it Iscm sIeu by tim Gesms to be the hey to
the qpoach to their capital. D by the 303d f*• t of the
303d Infantry Division~, the m "~Ma ~mifMWt 344m*e IWm 5 ds~m ae
weere heavily and deepgy firtifteds, 926wq b A*h ih bW#.t0.*
river bed of tim Old Oder ftivi. qqmmttei" SelwIn Ap Vlfstb

i Soviet s7th Gurds Rifle Dision vith xttadmi mals d aft
tank brigade in mraser. 'Us division's missicn mu to Wenk i* ~

the wnin Gnm defames mmd, acoa~in to plan, sdIvmq 1S to 10
kMIAI•trs on the first day of the attack.

Mfto prelimimary opemtims tAft brVU~t Soviet few, roat
of the =aIn Germn defenses on the mest bank of the , dlr ie -57t

Guards Division attacld on the ==ftg of 16 April. A strmg0mn
defense -stopped the Soviets after VdWim4Imf Imale- OR
17 April the Soviet reserve tank briZab mus capiiftt ht o WY
defenses on the flanks of the 303d begint hbadbeen brolmi did the
Seelow defedmers begin a rapid witIdraul.

SThicame: Gasm had at th an alre a d

natural obstacle and held their positions until -thxatemd by
envelopment. owce through the Seelo Heights defames, the Soviets

were within close range of Berlin.

Sources: U.12; U.15; U.26; U.34; U.41; U.46.
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t~~eho Japanq the ~ wr~ Sioviets swa iftly
to soixe as mih as posbio uhi.M*teT~mo
Fuit =do the sabin Attack fmi the most, the Soviot Fifth- AM stick

WSWqedm~a e _t~fwda ft .temm )~dm wMt
~ad ozssOf ci amiurs heclm by nil* fmieme.

1UIer cam of a heavy rain stow c the ealy smif of 9
AWuet. the WUif A1V aftached, ~Ishg the Jqaame 4~M by

~w4ie.Ihawb iSe ta LO PoA~ts in the Jqm~in
the Svift Ai~s 6 omiý to seize MA sutgcsti ,r

Jwactlowmd a m trs a feum. Prtftn=W f5t1it A**"" a

*,as the awls" f111y capuWed tim tom. w/ -.*a t*an Jqsse
meatac a*s in M hiuts, had cese4W -~ t@4 11 ar over.

1b FIM ny' sxTS inS q69 t5~ i6~a

helped to Invive Soviet caftrot of 11 of Ibaclmla an a claim to
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~~D ~~R -AD ft 'm a~ HIMM,195
L"o JLm: i~the~a1~Ia 20-24, fjbMr 1

(lk ]0 pamogy 1345 tjmW USifth Fleeto ema by A~rM Ama A.

SPVMM, arrived off. doe cot of Iwo Jg* Islmd. 11W US S.a MW llftiat

"Ibrm m&Jor Gmm1 ibif Sdmdt's Fifth Aqkdios Colp.. COMPtift Of tde

Us 4*h. nd 5th MWIM divisluas,, do t. be IM W CO ft SIiuI&aOW

qeratica on 19 F.I~mya. VAWW the- ft"i pn*A por bw lb Im"Ale3tim Jqpmn deimuft of the islm VWa SOJOC~d 10 1m iz "Pm.-imv
I uto, bfth fm th e sas fui *0ti air, bY Ship SN aftcraft Of dW
Fift Flet.

*AU thbe Kotms i="iOR IN* JUS u& 19 *PuM" 1345 *v 10 f
Atw"s peidIbq them Ent Sishora aud ftftifate ft"Wi* lenaw" OiftwI fts

* Jpmseinwu tho vWr. Siee-wlafws Pi Comm" hrtllmfm mau

elaborate positimms CntiE, of Up md stms 10 Ad Uft V1ca ash

of whaich about 13,500 VW* flAtia tv~s lb0ei f*

force wen tlw ?A M"t W Uasd br*fvelfItySWY &

-artillery batalM) sod ft 145t Jaft#W b 4bsiWp

ipfatfty b"tteiom ýI 04 eW b40* ON 4

no iromwe positionsf d -M isat mdpt dois~i two Jqi

artillery Ws lc~yed a fal -tively in resistift tba aftedall ad *i

thO arths the JqSee artilley fir gradaly dim$Mahei. tut mti1 th.1 brsakt i jo of tim main defenses w accaqilishe, iO part Of te I slMd
was 1 tosiiig

no drive ,mfth t mela at OW3 bo urs 20 Mbiry.f [h 10P 18sVagln

iu~suee inhotluiicl, ~aing all availb" weapams cmL sbAMP. aloat,

am in the aJr. T~M 4%h ad Sth Nut=i Divisions M&i fth assaldt. OR~ th*

first day, tle erines amen.' Airfield Nuwer One in the south ceatrel area

of the islaM. On thm second day of the attack tim tN* IbirA* divisions
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tW ts wi IMS Im,*t SsLiken Islm, over %800 Mavni scomst of
belltdw tw ja. Jqfea b. borulfid ad prrlscn to Teem dado

QMwq. *6 aM as e n 3S W Wwta part kfTe *flw Dlv! stnI.(SAS me) imWfl at Beito. mI d atnk a dsoa W ba latauci Uma bcavd
afnt -d aix subts. but t~w stsmoy ,btI4 t wtas.e uesW~ vow
V*vealwy Intet ub VaSS..a lop& 4feas~ ~

Onthe first doy of ** ooSm, oar iUV awl aov kllS

moten deep. aew OMSle StIESA toW be~ hW OR 1Ift Mo!S

the ilabS's airfimad (sfr Im-f aw06 fl lel by S w at' 2

Oned a.v waMurUe I.W the fldmutIs a & l*wfl t clear

Va. at a cnost a u. zai,
charsi mo killod.

slpg-attmem ta* 0& fltm im~iea of Betio* At s 27ft h my

r sla nd~ - * Ore -. sM Isitin oft a. Ta chit, fSt1
tame by tim MWs hianift Digimt at a ant of 66 doed and 15 t

Jepam. cuamtie uwe 440 -- .11 killed.
jiglf~g . Tamws was, am of the coistliest batfte in Aeican uilitary

history. Ths aqdbirnassumidt tm*bt US tlitiny leaden whtl.al lessenl
lin beach wladtq tactics that anr effectively used later ai in the war.

The airbaws captured at Terms and in tim Gilbert Isleads enAbled
Americmn forces to roaeed Sorwud in the ofEfensive'ap~inst Jqpa by attwackig

nmthe Nubul1 Is~saf (baJaleftn sit iw~tok).
Swices:V.2; V.4; V.6.

78



W~ II USW~ ~ JAMN 1945)

Iwo Jim: ,,to the MbWA Defsmp . 2O-24 Febr.ry' 1945 (Contizmd)

PW choud tie high imund roar a second airfield, located centrally mn the

island, and wore pinned dam by heavy and cO-tiuzgs defensive fire. This

ares W the covring sa of the mm JVqme defensive position, whiGh
MtMad scrss the =W* islMadL &Ivy fightin bw a, d both sides
incurred. signiflcant casalties. Ground gained by the Wblzms Me mNSUred
in yavdi. Elnmts of the 3d *ri= Division entered c~mbt on D/2.

Fimlly, on IWS, the fourth day of the uogmgint, the airfield fell to

the attacking *rims, ing the t,
: Tim cqptTh um of tim two Jeme airfields on Iwo Jim

fulfilled a mjor objective of the operation.

Sourmes: V.1; V.3; V.s.
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I9LD WAR II (THE WAR AGAINST JAPAN, 1945)

Iwo Jima: ýbtlnt Suribachi, 20-24 February 1945

The small island of Iwo Jim lies over 1,100 kilometers south of Tokyo.

It is part of the Bonin Group of rocky, sparsely inhabited islands. Iwo ,.,

Jima is 7.2 kilometers long by 4.0 kilometers wide. In 1945 it had a

strategically inprtant air base frcm which Japanese fighters would intercept

US bunbers on their way to Japan from their bases in the Marianas Islands.

The Anuricans wanted to capture this island for two reasons: first, to

eliminate the Japanese air base there, and second, to establish a facility

to service crippled bombers returning from the bomb run over Japan.

On 19 February US Marine Corps Major General Harry Schmidt's Fifth

4mphibious Ccrps, consisting of the 3d, 4th, and 5th Marine Divisions, made ,." -

an amphibitus invasion of the island, supported by the US Fifth Fleet. On

tle frolowing da-; Marine RCT 28, commanded by Colonel Harry B. Liversedge,

was ordered to se -he highest ground on the island, the extinct volcano

V !,Mount Suribachi, at the southern end of the island. The attack concept was

to encircle the base of the mountain and maintain continuous pressure on the

Japanese holding the position. The defenders were in caves and concrete

fortifications around the base and along the slopes of the volcano. They

were supported by artillery fire from points all over the island.

At 0830 on 20 February, the Marine attack commenced. Two battalions ,.**..

assaulted, supported by a third. Support was provided by artillery, aircraft, •.'.

and gunfire from naval vessels. Tanks supporting the attack were extremely

useful in neutralizing and eliminating Japanese strongpoints. Defensive fire

from the slopes of the mountain caused heavy casualties among the Marines.

At 1015 23 February the US national flag was raised at the summit of

Suribachi, and rcoping-up operations began. By the end of 24 February

K• orgý.K ad Japanese resistance on the mountain had ended.

Significance: The capture of Mount Suribachi eliminated the-best

observation post the Japanese had on the island and provided a tremendous

morale boost for the US forces. The main attack being made against Japanese

"",enses "n the north was no longer exposed to fire from the rear.

Sources: V.1; V.3; V.S.
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WORLD WAR II (THE WAR AGAINSI JAPAN, 1945)

Iwo Jima: The Final Phase, 11-16 Murch 1945

On 9 March 1945 the US 3d Marine Division broke through the main Japanese
defenses to the northeastern shore of Iwo Jima Island. Over the following two

days the other two Marine divisions, the 4th and the Sth, followed suit. and

broke through to the sea. In so doing, the US forces bypassed pockets of

resistance which had to be overcome subsequently. Dug deeply into ridges

and the sides of ravines throughout the northern part of the island, the

Japanese still were capable of offering serious resistance, even though no

contintious line existed.

The mopping-up process was difficult and costly. The Japanese defenders
were still numerous and committed, and the sophisticated Japmaese defenses,

" which included fortifications and fire positions linked by tunnels, required

systematic reduction.

During this mopping-up period, the scope and intensity of the fighting
is indicated by Marine casualties: 3,885 -- 765 from the 3d Marine Division,
720 from the 4th, and 2,400 from the Sth. L..

The last organized Japanese resistance ended on 16 March. Iwo Jima was

secured. The next day, 16 US B-29 bombers returning from Japan made safe *

emergency landings.

Significance: The capture of Iwo Jim eliminateda Japanese air base for
attacking the American B-29s pounding Japan, and provided an emergency landing

field for bombers damaged over Japan.

Souce:V.1; V.3; V.5.
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WORLD WAR II (M OKINAWA CAMPAIGN, 194S)

Advance from thf Beach, 2-4 April 1945 -

The 7th Infantry Division encountered little resistance on 1 April.-"
as it moved inland from the beachhead. The division captured Kadena
Airfield and moved inland 4.8 kilometers. On 2 April the 7th Division's
17th Infantry met only token resistance as it traversed the width of

the island to NaIagusuku Bay. Meanwhile, the division's 32d Infantry

met stiffer resistance at a strongpoint south of Koza but employed

tanks to reduce it and draw abreast of the 17th by late afternoon. On

3 April the 32d occupied the coastal plain and moved south to Kuba, •O *
facing the Japanese outpost, Hill 165. A brief fire fight ensued,

but only 10 rounds of Japanese artillery fire hit the 7th Division's
sector. On 4 April the 7th Division's drive south stalled when it met

heavy fire from an outpost known as Castle Hill. The Japanese continued
to hold the position throughout the day. The 7th Division had nonetheless
done its part in the landing and the drive across Okinawa. -

Significance: The 7th Division had taken a valuable airfield and

won control of key areas of coastland on both the east and west coasts
of the island. Moreover, its drive across Okinawa had helped cut the
island in two, thereby isolating the Japanese forces on the southern

part of the island from those on the north.

Sources: W.l; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.10; W.11; W.12; W.18;

W.19; W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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WORLD WAR II C1h OKINAWA C..AIGN, 1945)

"Advance through theOutposts, 5-8 April 1945

On 5 April the 7th Infantry Division at first advanced rapidly. On
the division's left the 32d Infantry moved south along the coastal plain ,

to Uk1ma; on the right the 184th Infantry pushed along rougher terrain

to a strongpoint known as the Pinnacle. The Japanese defenders repulsed
an attack on the stronghold. It was not until the next day and after

"two more unsuccessful frontal assaults that the 184th was able to defeat

the Japanese defenders by a flank attack. The Pinnacle was the northern-

most outpost of the Shuri fortified zone. On 7 April, as the 32d

continued to advance south on the east coast,, virtually unopposed,,
the 184th caie up against another fiercely defended strongpoint, Red

Hill. Two frontal assaults were driven back; in the second of these
attacks, two platoons of tanks were not enough to wrest the hill from
the Japanese. A third attempt proved successful.. Just as they had done

on the previous day at the Pinnacle, the Americans tried a flanking
,maneuver; the envelopment of the Japanese left was successful. On 8 April,

after two bloody assualts, the 184th took another formidable outpost

from the Japanese, Triangular Hill, and the 32d slowed its advance

to keep pace with the 184th.

SSignificance.ý By reducing three of the four strongpoints of the
covering zone of the Shuri defense system the 7th Division was in

position to attack the main strongpoints of the Shuri defense network.

Sources: W.l; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.10; W.ll; W.12; W.18; W.19;

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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WORLD WAR II (THE OKINAWA CAMPAIGN, 1945)

Tomb Hill-COz--, 9-11 .ril 1945

The 184th Infantry Regiment continued its determined push south ,...

against the Japanese outposts by assailting Tomb Hill on 9 April. The
regiment took the forward face of the hill, but an attempt to envelop

the Japanese right failed to dislodge tho enmy from the reverse slope..-..,
of the hill. On the 7th Division's right flank, the 32d Infantry took

advantage of the combat on Tomb Hill to seize the "Finger Ridges" over- .. '

looking OWki. Heavy fire support from mortars and artillery enabled
the 184th to win control of Tomb Hill before the end of the day. While

the 184th warded off counterattacks on 10-11 April, the 32d attacked

Ouki. Supported by tanks and artillery, the 32d Infantry took Ouki

* after a bitter fight. Miries and Japanese artillery fire prevented -

supporting tanks from entering the village of Ouki, forcing the infantry

to withdraw from their tenous position. The 7th Division's lines thus -

stabilized directly north of the Japanese strongholds onHill 178 and on
the Skyline Ridge. -

Significance: The battle for control of Tomb Hill-Ouki dmonstrated

the importane of US combined arms tactics on Okinawa. Tank-infantry .

teams were very effective in this engagement. Months of training infantry ,
and armored units to coordinate their attacks closely proved worth the . -

effort. With Tomb Hill and the ridges to the east in American hands the
7th Division was in position to attack the formidable Japanese positions
on Skyline Ridge and Hill 178 to the south.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.10; W.ll; W.12; W.18; W.19;

"W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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L'yin ideRocky Crgs 1-23 April 194S

""On 19 April the US XOIV Corps launched a major offensive to

smash the Shari defenses. As part of this offensive it was the 7th ",- .*'*:

Infantry Division's mission to take the eastern anchor of the Japanese

defense line, the Skyline Ridge, and take Hill 178 to the west of the ,

ridge. Armored flamethrowers wiped out the Japanese troops on the

forward slooe of the Skyline Ridge, but mortar and machine gun fire

thwarted the advance of the 32d Infantry. Against fierce Japanese

counterattacks, it was all the regiment could do to bold the forward

face of the idge. Intense fire also halted the US advance on the

right and in the center of the 7th Division's sector. H4wderous fire

emanating from the Japanese left revealed the Rocky Crgs to be a

formidable position.

On the next day the attack centered on Qaki. From Ouki Hill the

7th Division could strike east along the Skyline Ridge to reduce the

enemy positions on the reverse slopes of the ridge. But it was courage ,.

and &lan that finally secured Ouki Hill by. the morning of 21 April.

Personal heroism likewise played a decisive role in the capture of

Skyline Ridge the same day. The Rocky Crags, however, were not taken
V".', until the mo-nning of 23 April. Sustained fire from artillery and armored

flamethrowers on 22-23 April were decisive in reducing this position.
Significance: Excellent cooperation between armor and infantry

units was important in wrest ing control of these formidable defensive ..

positions from the Japanese. But personal initiative on the part of the
American infantrymen, both officers and enlisted men, at crucial moments

K. played a decisive role in winning control of two key positions. American

artillery and naval gunfire also played an important role in breaking

the Japanese hold on these positions. The Japanese defenders likewise:,

demonstrated great courage in their defense efforts; they made excellent "-... h

use of terrain, fortifications, artillery, and mortar fire in slowing
the American offensive.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.10; W.11; W.i,,; W.18; W.19;

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.

") V.', '.% !

97

-IN X,'~ 5 ~%%*% .*~ V%..-



4% ,.* % •

•rL WAR II (THE 09INANA CMWAIGN. 1945)

Kochi Mid-(iau 1* 2S-27 Ariil 194S
Following the Jap e witdraw• to the sth fr Skyline Ridge,

the US 7th Infntry Division advanced to the next series of outposts

in the Slri Defense Zone. On 2S April, the 17th Infantry, relieving
the 184th, rewad the slopes of Horseshoe Ridge, which lay between
.ochi and Oagand faced the Kochi Ridge s-trongpoint. The 32d Infantry
advanced on the left against 0uga. The following day the 17th Infantry

attemted to take Kochi Ridge by lauching separate attacks by its 1st
and 2d iattalions on the east and west sides of the ridge respectively.

Because of a failure to coordinate these attacks, neither battalion was

w mare of the other's position. As they had throughout the campaign,

,the Japanse swept the areas of advwace with sustained fire from mortars -

iu achine guns. The attacking American infantrymen withdrew to their

start line. Ch 27 April the 17th md another attmpt to wrest Kochi

Ridge from the e'w ; rain and =ad inpeded any efforts at coordinating
the attack. The Japanese repelled the attacks and inflicted heavy

casualzies on the 17th Infantry. Because of the failure to fake any
hea y against the Japanese position on Kochi Ridge, the 32d postponed

its attack on the Japanese right.

Significance: The failure of the US forces to coordinate attacks,
and sustained Japanese artillery and mortar fire, were sufficient to enable

the defe•ders to maintain control of the Yochi-Onaga strongpoints. US

naval gunfire knocked out at least five Japanese guns and destroyed

a number of gun positions.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.1O; W.11; W.12; W.18; W.19;

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
N;-31
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WIOD WAR II (MIE OKINAWA CANbAIGN. 194S)

Kochi Ridge-Onaga II. 28-29 April 1945 0

On 28 April the 3d Battalion, 17th Infantry Regiment, relieved the

ist Battalion, which was deployed on the regiment's right, facing the

western slopes of Kochi Ridge. The battalion's coumanding officer,
Lt. Colonel Lee Wallace, attempted to envelop the left flank and rear of", ,.

the Kochi Ridge position. This maneuver brought the 3d Battalion into

the line of fire of four strongpoints that overlooked Kochi Ridge and

flanked it on three sides. These defensive positions were: Hill 138,

Zebra Hill, Item Hill, and How Hill. The US advance halted and, for

the remainder of the day, the 3d Battalion remained pinned down. On

29 April, concentrated fire from 12 to 14 mortars unabled the Japanese

to continue to repulse attacks launched by the 17th Infantry. Meanwhile,

to the east in the 32d Infantry sector, armored flaumthrowers made it to
the village of Kuhazu when the 32d attacked the ridge southwest of Kuhazu.
But there,too, intense Japanese mortar fire thwrted the attack. The

following day five US tanks approached from the coast and attapted to

advance on Onaga. One tank was disabled by a mine; this forced the

others to attaept to maneuver in the mud off the road. Three of them

became mired in the muddy terrain, and the remaining tank withdrew. ...

Throughout the remainder of the day the 32d Infantry continued to attempt
to relieve the pressure on the 17th Infantry at Kochi by attacking the

Japanese positions on the high ground southwest of Kuhazu. However,

the attacks failed to neutralize these positions.," " ,

Significance:- Despite maneuver, use of armored flamethrowers,

artillery, naval, and air support, the 7th Division failed to break
the Japanese hold on Kochi Ridge-Onaga. The defenders skillfuly used

the rugged terrain and observation from high ground to bring an incessant .:-:..;

rain of mortar and artillery fire upon the attacking US forces. As

they had throughout the campaign the Japanese effectively used a

fortified defense to hold off the determined and numerically superior ':

Americans. '8 .,

Sources: W.l ; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.lO; W.II; W.12; W.18; W.19;
W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24. •..•'.;•
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WORID WAR II (THE OKINAWA CAMPAIGN, 1945)

Kochi Ridge-onaga III, 30 April-3 May 1945
Before dawn on 30 April, the 1st Battalion, 32d Infantry, attacked 0

the ridge southwest and west of Kuhazu and managed to put two rifle

companies on the ridge. That night, when the 32d Infantry was being

relieved, large n.mbers of Japanese troops infiltrated behind the UW ......

line. The 32d had to fight its way back to its assigned location in

reserve, and did not complete its withdrawal until 1730 on 1 May.

3" During the night of 1/2 May, one company of the 184th Infantry

launched a surprise attack and captured the Gaja Ridge to the

south of Kuhazu, but the gain was nullified late on 2 May when the .

company withdrew despite orders to hold the position. Meanwhile, in

the 17th Infantry's sector, the Japanese employed intense machine gun

fire from three positions to halt an attempted assault on Kochi Ridge;

the Japanese inflicted heavy casualties on the attacking Zd Battalion.
Five more Americans were killed in the defeat of an enemy counterattack.

"On 1 May an armored flamethrower struck at Kochi Ridge but failed to
reach the strongpoints on the reverse slopes of the ridge. Although

Onaga was neutralized on 1 May, heavy Japanese mortar fire turned. back

yet another attack on Kochi Ridge on 2 May. The following morning the

"l7th tried to launch a coordinated attack on the Ridge, preceded by a
dawn artillery preparation. The Japanese brought the attack to a
standstill by a massive barrage of artillery and mortar fire.

Significance: The 7th Division again failed to dislodge the
Japanese from Kochi Ridge and its flanking strongpoints; as in earlier

attacks on these positions, Japanese artillery fire, use of reverse

slopes, and fortified defenses blunted the US advance. Nevertheless,

through determined efforts the US troops were able to dent the Kochi

"defense network by taking (Oaga. -.
Sources: W,l; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.l0; W.11; W.12; W.18; W.19; I

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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WORLD WAR II M OKINAWA CA.WAI.GN, 1945)

Japanese Counterattack, 4-S May 1945

Apparently believing that their Sh~wi position was deteriorating -.a

and that US forces had been sufficiently weakened, the Japanese launched

a counterattack during the morning of 4 May. The attack, preceded by

ar. artillery barrage,began at 0500. As 7th Division soldiers fell back

to seek cover from the artillery fire, the Japanese advanced through

their own artillery fire. In the 7th Division's center, defended by "..
V the 17th Infantry, the Japanese almost succeeded in breaking through.

The initiative of individual US soldiers at key moents enabled the 17th

to repel the attack at Onaga. On the right, near Iuhazu, the Japanese

outflanked elements of the 184th Infantry, but when they reached an

open area north and east of Kuhazu, theyw-re pulverized by artillery fire.

A Japanese penetration near the coast at Unaha was thwarted by the 3d

Battalion, 184th Infantry. Recognizing the hopelessness of the situation

the Japanese ccmmaling officer ordered repeated Banzai charges, vhich
were easily repulsed. This tactic was repeated across the length of

the divisional front; moreover, the Americans placed artillery

and heavy weapons and mowed down the Japanese trspped in open.
;% areas. Only at the boundary between the 7th and 77th Infantry divisions

did the Japanese break through, but their exploitation efforts on S May
failed.

Significance: The Japanese counterattack was a bloody disaster.

Japanese manpower was in short supply, and the Japanese could ill afford

the heavy casualties that resulted from this attack. The initiative once

more passed to the US forces.
Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.lO; W.11; W.12; W.18; W.19;

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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Kochi Ridge IV, 6-7 May 194S,

The failure of the Japanese counterattack seriously weakened the Shuri .-. "

defense force. To follow up on the success of the US XXIV Corps s effort

on 6 May, the 7th Division resumed the offensive. The 184th Infantry took

Gaja Ridge with ease. But west of Gaja Ridge, at Kibara, Japanese mortar

and artillery fire stalled the drive; machine gun and mortar fire also

stymied the the regiment's advance on Conical Hill, while mines prevented
K• the advance of tanks to support the 184th. The next day the 184th captured

William Hill to the west of Kuhazu, and on 8 May the regiment occupied the

forward slope of Easy Hill. On the division right, the 17th Infantry resumed '-

the struggle for control of the Kochi Ridge defense network. On 7 May

tank-infantry teaa•s attempted to suxbdue a stramgpoint on the road from the

Zebra Hill outpost to Kochi Ridge but were forced to withdraw because of
heavy artillery fire. Nonetheless, the 17th's 1st Battalion reduced How Hill

and the 17th continued its resolute attack on the Kochi positions during
7-8,May. By the time the Division was relieved on 9 May, the entire Kochi

V defense network was under American control except for Zebra Hill and a cave

strongpoint on the Kochi Ridge-Zebra Hill road.

Significance: After ten days of fierce combat the 7th Division had
finally won control of virtually all of the Kochi Ridge-Onaga complex of

strongpoints and was in position to advance toward Shuri.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.10; W.ll; W.12; W.18; W.19;

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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WO(RD WAR II M{E OKINAWA CAMAI(GN. 1945)

Shuri Envelopment, Phase I, 22-23 May 1945

In an attempt to follow up on the gains made by the 96th Infantry..

Division on Conical Hill, Sugar Hill, and the Conical Hogback, the US

7th Division attempted to turn the Japanese right flank, advance south

of Yonabaru, and then move west to envelop Shuri from the rear. At

0200 on 22 May, the 184th Infantry Regiment moved out from Gaja Ridge.

Advancing through steady rain, the leading elements of the regiment

made it to the top of Chestnut Ridge, 900 meters southeast of Yonabaru,

by dawn. Not expecting the Americans to attack by night, nor anticipating

that US forces would attack without armor ,nd artillery support, the

enmy was caught by surprise. The 184th continued its push on 23 .- ,y.

By the day's ena Lhe regiment had forged a salient in the Japanese line

that stretched from the eastern coast to Bauboo Hill, 900 meters to

the west. The 184th then established blocking positions in order to
permit the 32d Infantry to comlete the envelopment by moving west

behind the shield of the 184th. The 32 got a late start but passed

through Yonsbaru by 1045. The Regiment then turned west toward its
first objective, a line of hills south and southwest of Yonabaru. Machine

gun fire slowed the progress of the advazxing infantrymen, and heavy

rain caused its tank and assault guns to become aired in the Conical

Hill assault area. Nonetheless, by dark on 23 May, the 32d was deployed

1.6 kilometers southwest of Yonabaru and ready to begin the decisive phase

of the operation.

Significance: The US 7th Division achieved tactical surprise in its

attack on Chestnut Ridge. The division made good progress, advancing

through muddy terrain in bad weather. The gains made by the division

were accomplished without the support of armor or artiller• and with

only limited naval gunfire support.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.10; W.11; W.12; W.18; W.19;

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24. • •
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JaPanese Counterattacks, 24/25 May 1945

The Japanese line of defense against the westward thrust of the

12d Infantry ran from kouse Hill directly west of Yonabaru, to Mabel

Hill about three kilometers south of Shuri. The defense line protected

Shuri from envelopmnt and covered the road network that was the major

witlhawal route from Shuri. Antitank guns and automatic weapons were

positioned all along this front. In order to resist the US advance on

Shuri and cover the Japanese withdrawl which had begun on 22 May, the
Japanese launched counterattacks in two sectors on the night of 24/25

May. Several attacks from the south in the 184th Infantry's sector

were repulsed. At 0230 the 32d Infantry's right flank was assaulted,

and it was not until after dawn that the attackers were repelled.

Sioificance: The Japanese night attacks achieved their objective --

delaying the US advance. Nonetheless the 7th Division had inflicted

heavy casualties on the attackers. The Japanese could ill afford to

sustain these losses.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.10; W.l1; W.12; V1.18; W.19; _

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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WORLD WAR II .MhE OKINAWA CAMPAIGN, 194S)

Shurn Envelopoent, Phase 11,26-27 May.1945

Following the repulse of the Japanese counterattacks on the night

of 24/25 May, the 32d and 184th Regiments of the US 7 Division did not

attack the Japanese defenses on 25 May.

On 26 May the 7th Division attacked on two fronts. On the right,

the 32d Infantry Regiment made a concerted effort to break Japanese

resistance at the Dutch Hill and Mabel Hill strongpoints southwest

"of Yonabaru. After fierce combat, the 32d Infantry withdrew. On

the left, the 184th Infantry Regiment fared better; the regiment took

the Japanese positions on Hemlock Hill and Locust Hill to the south

of Yonabaru. The next day the 184th Infantry met only token resistance

as it moved south to Karadera.

Significance: The Japanese were able to use strong defensive

positions to delay and even halt the 7th Division's attept to envelop

Shu.i and to cover the withdrawal of me from Shwi in order to make

a final stand in Southern Okinawa.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.lO; W.11; W.12; W.18; W.19;

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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.VW~.. WAR. II MTE OKQVNAW CAMPAIGN,.-.94S)
ShunEnwo~mn, Rase I 11, 29-3 '. 5
After a lull on 28 May, the 32d Infantry Regiment resumned its

drive west. Ort 29 Mayj, a coordinated attack by the three battalions

of the 32d Infantry reduced Oak., Ella, and June Hills. The nexct day
Duck Hill and the forward face of Mabel Hill fell to the 32d, but the
Japanese, continued to maintain their grip on the reverse slope of
Mabel and the t1ft~ of Chan. In the 184th Infantry's sector, the
Japanese engaged the US forces in a delaying action but 1.
then withdrew. The 184th pushed south of Karadera to the Chinen Peninsula.

Significance The Japanese continued their determined resistance

to the 7th Division's advance south and west; this enabled them to complete

their withdrawal. from %=ui.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.10; W.11; W.12; W.18; W.19;
W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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Hill 9S-I, 6-8 June 1945
Byr 3 June the Japanese forces were isolated on the southern ....

tip of Olcnawa. As they had throughout the campaign, the

-Japanese uti-lized rugged terrain, high grOundI, andl fortifications to

present the Americans with the difficult task of attwcking a strong

defensive network and defenders who were determined not to give or

ask for quarter. In the 7th Division's sector the key Japanese positions

were Hill 95 and a coral ridge directly in front of Hill 95. Encountering

intense fire, the division advanced slowly. After three days the 184th

Infantry had made only slight gains,, and the 17th, on the division's

right, had advanced only 1.6 kilomieters to the base of the Yaeju-Dake

Escarpment on the divisional boundlary with the 96th Division.L

significance: Although the Japanese were badly outnanbered and

were using imny soldiers of inferior quality, they still put up

fierce resistance. This mt only attests to the determination of the

deferders but also dumstrates; the importance of fortifications in

warfare.
Sources: W;1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.10; W-11; W.12; W.18; W. 19;

W.20; W.21; W.22; W 23; W.24.
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Hill 95-II, 9-11 June 1945

On 9 June the US 7th Division, supported by armor, began a detemdined
assault against Japanese positicns on Hill 95, the coral ridge in front of

Hill 95, and the eastern portion of Yaeju-Dake Escarpment on the divisional
boundary. The 17th Infantry attacked the escarpment on the right. By early

afternoon elements of the 17th Infantry bad established control of the south- ,
eastern tip of the escarpment, thereby helping the 96th Division in its

assault on the remainder of the escarpment. Mearmhile, the 1st Battalion of

the 32d Infantry worked its way through rough terrain to fight the Japanese

at close quarters and established a foothold on the rim of the coral ridge late LL-

"in the day. The next day the 32d Infantry resumed the attack; its advance on,

the coral escarpment was aided by extremely accurate naval gunfire and by .. ,.,
artillery and tank support. Except for two caves, all Japanese positions on -

the ridge were reduced by early afternoon; armored flamethrowrs flushed the
V. Japanese defenders out of the caves and then BAR fire cut then down. On -

11 June flamethrowers were employed again to force Japanese out of caves on
Hill 95. In the 17th Infantry's sec,*r, the regiment continued to support

the efforts of the 96th Division in their struggle for control of Yaeju-D.ke.
Significance: The successes on Hill 95 and the coral ridge in front of.-

the hill broke the eastern anchor of the Japanese defense line. These actions

demonstrated the effective use of coordinated attacks by armr and infantry
and serve as good examples of the importance of coordinating land and naval

forces at the tactical level.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.10; W.l1; W.12; W.18; W.19;

"W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.

108
". " %"S . .'o



WORL WAR II (THE OKINAWA CAMPAIGN, 1945) .,

Ya ju-Dake, 12 June 1945

Since gaining a foothold on the southeast rim of the Yaeju-Dake Escarpment .4.,4.

on 9 June the 17th Infantry had made little headway against the Japanese '

"positions on the high ground of the escarpment in the regiment's sector. The

problem of the 170-foot cliff was solved by a predawn attack lamched at

0400. Having gained the high ground, the 17th Infantry, supported by tanks

and armored flawthrowers, continued to attack throughout the day and wiped ":.

out all Jamaese opposition on the eastern portion of the escarpment.

-Sinificance: By taking the eastern portion of the escarpment the 17th

Infantry enabled the neighboring 96th Division to envelop the Japanese right

in its attack zone. Also, the 17th Infantry's hold on Yaeju-Dake enabled it

to coordinate its efforts with the 32d Infantry's advance on the Japanese

positions at Hills 115 and 153 to the south.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.1O; W.11; W,12; W.18; W.19;

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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Hills 153 and Iis. 15-17 Jum 1945
Having taken the Japanese. positions on Hill 95 and the eastern part of

the Yaeju-Dake Escarpment, the US 7th Division moved south and, with strong
support from tanks, armored fime throwers, and naval nfirem, reduced a
number of enemy.positions on crags, in caves, and in wooded areas. By

16 Jmne the Division had advanced against the last two major strongpoints

in its sector, Hills 153 and 115. These positions fell on 17 June after

yet another day of bitter combat.

Significance: The fall of Hills 115 and 153 marked the end of organized
resistance in the 7th Infantry Division's zone. After 77 days of brutal
combat the tattle in the southern part of Okinawa was at an end.

Sources: W.1; W.3; W.6; W.7; W.8; W.9; W.1O; W.11; W.12; W.18; W.19;

W.20; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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W= WAR II (71M OKINAW CAbWAIGN, 1945)

33 2At Division's Advance frým the eachIead. 2-4 Avril 1945
After an unopposed mphibious landing on the west coast of

Okim on 1 April 1945, the US 96th Infantry Division advanced inland
against light opposition. On 2 April, rugged terrain and minor ,%$'

Japanese resistance slowed the division's advance, but the US troops I
made good progress. On 3 April, the division turned southward and,

with the 7th Infantry Division to its left, established a line across

the island, cutting the Japanese north-south commzications line and
isolating the main concentration of Japanese forces in southern

Okinawa. On 4 April the 96th Division met increasing resistance in
the outpost zone of the Japanese Shuri defense line. With tw regiments

abreast, the 383d on the right and the 382d on the left, the division

advanced southward in coordination with the 7th Division.

Significance: The decision of the comaunder of the Japanese %

32d Army, Lt. General Mitsusru Ushijim, not to defend the landing -
beaches greatly facilitated the US XXIV Corps's landing on Okinawa.

The Okinawan conscripts of the Japanese 1st Specially Established

Regiment delayed slightly the 96th Division's advance inland. Consequently,

the XXIV Corps's initial objectives, securing a beachhead and nearby-
airfields and establishing a line across Okinawa, were achieved quickly.

Sources: W.2; W.4; W.5; W.14; W.15; W.16; W.17; W.19; W.21; W.22;
W.23; W.24.
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S~~~WORD OAR 11 (70 (KINANK CAW•AIGN,14);

On S April, the US XXIV Corps began to meet fomidable Japanese
resistance as it drove south agans lapmese fortified defenses on

southern Okima. Oft the right (western) wing of the XXOV Corps, the
96th Infantry Division, with tw regiemnts in line,, eountered Japanese

minef•.elds and fire fron machine gns, small arms, and mortars. On the
division's right, the 383d Infantry Regimet failed to take Japanese

positions on the commuding terrain of Cactus Ridge. The 382d Infantry

to the left minde minor advances against heavy Japanese opposition and
repulsed a small Japanese counterattack with artillery, mortar, and

"mchine gun fire.
kOn the morning of 6 April, two air strikes were called in on Cactus

Ridge. The ?d Battalion, 383d Infantry, stormed the hill and cleared

the western half. Following a night of unsuccessful Japanese attempts
p; •to infiltrate the division's lines, the rest of the ridge was cleared,,

"1< "and 96th Division troops moved to positions 500 meters north of the

heavily fortified Kakazu Ridge. Naval gunfire and tactical air supported

the division's advance. On 8 April, after a night of deadly Japanese

artillery fire on the 382d Infantry, the entire division met heavy

resistance as it advanced slowly southward.

The 96th Division reached the forward defenses of the Shuri Line
on 8 April at Kakazu and Tombstone Ridges. The positions in front of

these fortifications had proved to be formidable. Progress had been

slow, but subsequently the division's advance woald come to a virtual
standstill in front of Kakazu Ridge.

Significance: The 96th Division, in its first encounter with

Japanese fortified defenses on Okinawa, made deliberate progress against S.-,

a determined defense. The fighting was characteristic of that to come.
Sources: W.2; W.3; W.14; W.15; W.16; W.19; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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ERD WAR II . ,." OKINAN CPAIGJ-, 194SY , '

KAkazu and Tombstone Ridges. 9-12 April 1945

On 9 April, the first of a series of attacks by the US 96th Division

against the Japanese-held Kakazu Ridge began. This naturally defensible

terrain feature was strengthened by a network of man-ade positions and,,- -V
presented one of the most formidable barriers to the US advme on Okinma.

The US attack was not preceded by an artillery barrage, and the leading

units of the 1st Battalion, 383d Infantry, reached the crest of the =Lin

Kakazu Ridge without alerting the Japanese. However, when the US troops *
were discovered,, Japanese artillery and mortar fire began, and isolated

the US troops in positions on the crest of the ridge. Japanese infantry

counterattacks continuously hit the isolated troops, forcing a withdrawal

from the crest of the ridge.

On 10 April, the 96th Division's attack against Iakazu Ridge continued

with a two regiment assault. Resistance described as the bitterest yet

encountered met the attacking units. Nevertheless, the 2d Battalion,

381st Infantry, secured positions on high terrain known as Kakazu West

to the left (west) of the main Kkazu Ridge. By dark these troops were

still in place, but the main Kakazu Ridge remained largely in Japanese

hands. Rain throuhgut the day hindered the attack. To the east of

Kakazu Ridge, the 382d Infantry attacked with three battalions in line

against the heavily fortified Tombstone Ridge. However, middy conditions,

rain, and a fierce Japanese defense forced the 382d Regiment to relinquish

the ground that it had gained. In both the Kakazu and Tombstone attacks,-

tanks had been prevented from supporting the infantry by muddy ground

conditions and, around Kakazu, unsuitable terrain.

On 11 April renewed attacks were initiated between Kakazu West . 0

and Kakazu Ridge by elements of the 381st and 383d regiments. Heavy

mortar and machine gun fire slowed the attack and eventually drove the .. '

96th Division troops back to their original positions. On 12 April,

after a night of intense Japanese mortar activity, the 1st Battalion,

381st Infantry, attacked Kakazu Ridge and, despite a preliminary air

bombardment, was stopped by a tenacious Japanese defen.se. On 11 and 12

April the 382d Infantry mopped up bypassed Japanese positions and

patrolled the front, testing Japanese defenses and improving its positions.
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Sii~cue:In this 0% ginl the 96th Dvso
a well organized Japamee fortified defines In depth forthfis
time; the division's advamce ws stopped, aM the Japanese inflicted

heavy cam~aties an the attacking urnits.
0 Sources: W.2; W.3; V.14; WAS5; W.16; V.19; V.21; V.22; W.23; W.24.
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WRLDWMPR II IH OMK A CAMPAIGN. 1945)

Nishibaru Ridae-Thnsbaru Escarommnt. 19-23 Ayril 1945
The US XXIV Corps's attack on 19 April was preceded by =assVO

naval Wmf ire, artillery,, ad air support. Good gains were achieved 9..

by the 382d Infantry on the Division's left, but heavy Japanese fire .-

eventually slowed the advance. A gap opened between the division's

right-hand regiment, the 381st Infantry, and the 27th Infantry Division

on its right whena Japanese positions on Edamzu Ridge were not neutralized
by either division. On 20 April, the 382d Infantry consolidated gains. -

on Tbabstone Ridge, while the 381st Infantry advanced to Nishibamru Ridge,
its right-hand units under a hail of fire froa Kakazu Ridge. On 21

April the battle for the heights along Nishibamu Ridge-"Tanhbaru
Escarpmnt began in earnest, as 96th Division troops attacked. Fire

from Kakazu Ridge stopped an enveloping ineuver around the right

shou_. ar of Nishibam Ridge. Heavy casualties were incurred by the 4.

division, and only small gains were mode. A similar attack around -.

the left slope of Nishibaru Ridge was stopped by a tenacious Japanese..,,*.-

defease on 22 April, and again only mall gains were registered. On(

23 April, however, the Japanese began to withdraw southward, their
positions ; front of the 96th Division having become untenable. Over- "

whelming TIS firepower superiority along the entire front had finally

begun .> ave an effect on the Japanese defenders. US armor, including

flmethrý r tanks, was able to move up and support the infantry after
a terrain obstacle that had previously held back the tanks was overcome. .

Although gains were small on 23 April, the Japanese defenses around

Nishibaru Ri, ge were broken. On 24 April, the 96th Division was able

to advance .. pidly against minor resistance and mop up bypassed Japanese S
,.positions. -

Significance: With support from tanks and arvored flamethrowers,. .

the 96th Division was able to penetrate one line of the Shuri defensive.

system after five days of heavy fighting.

Sources: W.2; W.3; W.14; W.15; W.18; W.19; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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Maeda. EhcnYVInt. 26-29 April 1945

Oni 25 April, the 381st and 383d Regiments of the US 96th Divisioj%

nad. minor residjustmnts in their front lines in preparation for an

attack on the Urasoe-ftwa Escarpmnt,, also called Maeda Escarpiment,

after the village just south ef the ridge. This uas a sheer cliff, 47

heavily fortified,, and impassable for tanks. Oni 26 April, the division

attacked, with the 381st Infantry on the right directly in front of

the escarpment and the 383d Infantry on the left between the eastern -

edge of the'escarpont and the village of Kochi. Tanks and armored

flamethrowers; supported the attack where the terrain permitted. Moderate

gains were moe by both regiments, but the 381st Infantry uas unable

to advance beyond the crest of the escarpmnt, since fortified Japanese

defenses comumdod the reverse slope. Oni 27 April, despite middy
groundi conditionscoausd by rains, armor aigain supported the division's

attack. Moderate gains were made on the center and left, inciluing

penetrations to the town of Maeda, but the extreme right elements of

the 381st Infantry ment intense defensive fire on the Mabeda Escarpmnt.

Oni 28 April,, strong Japanesea resistance again prevented any imi or gains

on the division's right, but the 383d Infantry, backed by armor, moved

slowly southwest past the eastern edge of the escarpment. (in 29 April,

after a night of Japanese counterattacks, the 381st Infantry uas relieved *

by the 307th Infantry, but the 307th Infantry was unable to make any

additional gains after taking over front line positions. Oni the following

day the entire 96th Division was relieved by the remainder of the 77th

Division.
Easily defensible terrain and middy grounid conditions had hamnpered

the 96th Division's attack and made supply difficult. Nevertheless, a

penetration on the division's left had been achieved and might have -. v.-
been exploited sooner by the 77th Division had the Japanese not counter- ..

attacked in early May.
Signficance: The 96th Division had been able to advance around

the eastern erid of the Maeda Escarpment but thereafter was held up by
stiff Japanese resistance. By the end of the engagement,, when the -4'

division was relieved, the combat effectiveness of the troops had been

greatly reduced by continual commnitment.

Sources: W.2; W.3; W.14; W.15; W.18; W.19; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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Attack on the Swi Line'Is Eastern Flank I, 11-13 May .,*..:-5...•"

On 11 May, after nine days of rest, the US 96th Infantry Division ...
reentered the line and renewed its attack against Japanese positions on the % *5..a

far right (eastern) sector of the Shuri Line. This sector included heavily

fortified positions on a series of hills on the perimeter of the inner defenses

of the Shuri Line. Reduction of individual positions was extrimely difficult, O

because the enemy strongpoints were mutually supporting.

The division's attack plan was to clear the high terrain on the western
portion of the divisional sector to permit a drive south along the coast road

through the town of Yonabaru, thus outflanking the ShMu defenses.

When the division attacked on 11 May, it iminediately met stubborn .

resistance across the entire front. On the right, elements of the 382d Infantry

outflanked positions on the crest of Zebra Hill and drove southwest to the base .. ""*""'

of the Dick Hill couplex. Crossfire from machine guns to the front and on 48

both flanks made the positions taken at the base of Dick Hill umntnable. To ... .
the east the 383d Infantry made small gains around the town of Yoragusuku •

before being stopped by machine gun and mortar fire from hills to the south.

On 12 May, both regiments continued their attacks, with the 382d Infantry
making its main effort in the middle of the regimental zone. An attack against

Dick Hill brought troops of the regiment to the lower slopes of the hill but,

as in the previous day's fighting, intense fire drove the attackers back to
their former positions. The 383d Infantry continued to advance slowly around

Yonagasuku, some elements advancing up a northern spur of Conical Hill, the
dominating hill mass on the extreme eastern end of the Shuri Line. On 13 May,

in an attack coordinated with the 77th Division, the 382d Infantry consolidated

positions on the northern part of Dick Hill. Around Yonagasuku, the 383d

Infantry overcame all resistance, and elements of the Regiment drove to within
50 meters of the summit of Conical Hill, where they beat back a Japanese +..., ,

counterattack and held their newly-won positions. This toehold would prove
to be a cnrcial factor in future operations to outflank the eastern end of

the Shuri Line. -.
Significance: The Japanese defense of the eastern flank of the Shuri Line

was maintained after three days of attacks by the US 96th Infantry Division. However,

the attackers had made important gains against the Japanese extreme right in the "

area of Conical Hill; these gains were important for future operations.

Sources: W.2; W.3; W.9; W.14; W.1S; W.19; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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Attack on the Shi Line's Eastern Flank, 11, 14-18 May 1945

Japanese reinforcomnts reached Dick Hill on the night of 13/14 May.

When the US attack was renewed the next morning only one battalion of

the 382d Infantry made any significant gains against extremely heavy

Japanese fire. The 383d Infantry (with armor support) made =l1 gains

on hills northwest of Conical Hill and extended its foothold on the

northeastern slopes of Conical Hill. After heavy rain and Japanese

infiltration attempts on the night of 14/15 May, the 96th Division

made slow progress. US reinforcements were moved close to the crest

of Dick Hill, but fire from Japanese reverse slope positions prevented

any movmunt beywAl the ridge. Northwest of Conical Hill, 383d Infantry

elements took the summit of King Hill. The forward positions on the

northeastern part of Conical Hill were strengthened. On 16 May an

attack by 382d Infantry troops took the crest of Dick Hill. The 383d

Infantry, without armor support, registered wall advances around King

Hill. Elements of the regiment on Conical Hill attempted to move down

the southeast slope of the hill. On the extreme left of the Division's

sector an armored reconaissance in force penetrated to the outskirts

of Yonabaru. On 17 May, the 381st Infantry began to move into the

front lines to relieve elements of the 383d Infantry. On the reverse

slopes of Dick Hill, 382d Infantry elements cleared nmerous Japanese

positions, using tanks and demolition team. Tank-infantry teams drove

slowly along the reverse slopes of King Hill and nearby Charlie Hill.

On 18 May the 382d Infantry mopped up Japanese defenses, but no changes

were made in the previous front lines. On Charlie and King Hills elements

of the 383d Infantry also mopped up, while troops of one battalion of the

381st Infantry advanced aroumd Conical Hill with support from tanks

operating on lower terrain to the east.

In five days of heavy fighting the 96th Division had slightly

improved its positions. No swift breakthroug;h was possible against

fortified defenses on the heights overlooking the eastern coastal road.

Only by heavy artillery fire in support of repeated attacks was the

division able to wear the Japanese down through attrition.
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MMD WAR II M'fI OKINAWA CAMAIGN. 194S)
Attack on the M ,ri, Line's Bastern Flank, 11 14-18 Nay 1945 (Continued)

Simnificance: The 96th Division continued to advance slowly against

the complex defenses of the Japanese in the hills on the eastern flank

of the Si•r Line, but no breakthrough ws achieved.
Sources: W.2; W.3; W.9; W.14; WS; W.19; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.

S...

.4- 
'..%4

.':.-.,-:

131 4.-,°4.'-

Sk~. -.... ,-

. .,~'--.'-':.•

.,.' ".-. ;,



WOWD WAR II (IME OKINAWA CAMPAIGN, 1945)

Attack on the Shuri Line's Eastern Flank, 111, 20-21 bby 1945

Oni 20 May 1945,9 the US 96th Division contijued attacks against

the eastern end of the Shuri defensive line. 382d Infantry elements .

attacked Oboe Hill, suhof the Dick Hill couplex,, but Japanese
machine gun fire forced a withfraval after sI11 gains were made.
South of Conical Hills, 381st Infantry elements attacked toward Sugar

Hill along the eastern slope of an interconnecting ridge called Hogback.
After a heavy artillery preparations, the division renewed the attack

on 21 May. Elements of the 382d Infantry drove to the crest of Oboe .
Hill. The 383d Infantry was still held up by Japanese defenses on
the south slope of Ch~arlie Hill. lb the south of Conical Hills, the

381st Infantry outflanked the right of the Japanese Shuri defenses by
securing Sugar Hill and advancing to within 200 meters of the Yonabaru-L
Shui-Naha road. By attacking over more rugged but less heavily

defendied terrain on the eastern portion of the Conical-Sugar Hills

complex, 96th Division units had penetrated a critical weak point
on the Japmnese defenses. Theway was nowopen for adrive by the 7th

Infantry Division down the eastern coastal corridor.
Significance: Elements of the 381st Infantry Regimnt outflanked .~-:

the eastern end of the Shuri Line, opening the way for a US drive down
the eastern coastal road.

Sources: W. 2; W. 3; W.9; W.14; W.15; W.19; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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Advance to the Yuza-REMQaeju-Dake- Escarmen. 6-9 Jime 1945I ~ ~After heavy rains in late M'y 1945 had brought the 96th Division s
to a near standstill, the division renewed its attack against Japanese,

forces in southern Cidnawa. Duzring the first five days of June the

division followed withdrawing Japanese units -in continuous rains which

haqpered supply for the front lines troops. On 5 JUne, the division :

secured the last domninating terrain features north of the formidable .- *

defenses on the Yuza-Dak/Yaeju-nake sa it

On 6 June the 381st Infantry seized the tow.ns of Yunmgusuku and1

Tcanri it. the left sector of the division's zone. On the right,, the

383d Infantry imade snail gains against heavy Japanese resistance. probes

against the Japanese positions on the escarpmet were driven back by .V

heavy fire. For the next three days, the division failed to advance,
because of stubborn resistance wain supply diff iculties caased by poor

ground conditions. On 9 JUne artillery, naval gunfire, air suport,
and direct tank fire haumered the escarpmat in preparation for an

offensive stated for the following day.

Signficance: The 96th Division advanced slowly against the last
formidable position. of the Japanese defenders of kidnsaw.

Sources: W.2; W.3; W.14; W.lS; W.19; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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•Lrly on 10 June 1945 the US 96th Division attacked the Yuza-I•ke/ -:, ! •.. :! •

583d Infantry a(hranced to am east-west railroad line about 700 meters ,•:•: •-•;north Of the escartm•t. 2ven with support • tanks, self-p•moelled '•':•'::':?)';'1'

advance against intense Japanese machine arm fire. The regiment ; i •il

consolidated its positions north and east of the town of Yuza for the •:"".:-:"•::'•

evening. In the 581st Regiment's zone, units o£ the regiment made '• •
repeated attempts to seize the lower of two levels of the escarpment

..-.. ,,-•.
inflx)nt of the regiment. By late a•tezlloon, the troops had succeeded ':./':': ".".

"e .. o"0•

in gaining a toehold on the escaz1:memZ's lower level. After an intense :,,.,::..::.,,.
artillery preparation on the morning of 11 June, the division con•imu•

w•rking forwat• against strong ene•/ resistance. EleJ•tts o£ the 583d •

Infantry attacked the towt of Yuza, but heavy deffensive fire £t•m high ",q-<',,',. ,. . .,>',,.

ground to the south forced the troops back to their previous position. "" .... "'"
Other units of the 58M Infantry rear• the botto• of the escazlment.

No significant gains were made in the 381st Regent's sector on 11 June, i•"•:•:.:.•
but dmolition patrols and tanks were employed to dest•y bypassed •'•"•::":';

Japanese fortificati•as. •':-::•:'.: •:.,.. .. : .
•, % .%, -•. %.

Si•iLi•icance: The 581st Infantry Regiment. gained a toehold on the ::;•:•'::•:'s•:...•. --

lower level of the escat•:•me•t on the left of the 96th Division's zone. •.:,.,0•-,•.:,•.

Source.s:. . W.2; W.5; W.15; W.14; W.15; W.19", W.21; W.22; W.25; W.24. ,.-'-:-".,. ,,, ..... ..:;
. -.. ",....,.,. ,_ |

.:', .> .'..='.,,•
•. • • -,,.% ;
•, .- ." ,, o-,

- . • o - i

S:-..;.'....-.7

•...-...- •:,;
,.¶ •.'•-." %%%•

..•...•,,...-.-:
L.'.. "•''j"2% .'" %'L*" ';•"
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•WORD WAR II UMH OKINAWA CAMAIGN, ,1945)
Capture of the Yuza-Qow /Yae u-Dke Escarpmnt, 12-17 June 1945

1~ L D WAR I (T E OK NAW CA M AIQ4 194 ) .. ..

On 12 June troops of all three battalions of the 381st Infantry,

with armor support, attacked on the left of the division's sector.

Elements of the regiment reached positions near the top of the lower -

level of the Yaeju-Dake escarpment. The 383d Infantry renewed its

attack south of the town of Yuza, closing caves in this area and making

small gains against intense Japanese machine gun fire. On 13 June .-..

elements of the 391st Infantry began to ascend the Yaeju-Dake escarpment
on the left of the 96th Division's zone, while the 383d Infantry
attacked south of Yuza, reaching the town of Ozato, west of high ground
on Yuza-hke. Both regiments employed armor in their advances, and the
right-hand units of the 383d Infantry cooperated with the 1st Marine
Division on the right of the 96th Division. High ground just below

Hill 167 on Yuza-Dake was taken by the 383d Infantry on 14 June. On

"the same day, the 381st Infantry secured the pinnacle of Yaeju-Dake,

breaking the Japanese defenses on the division's left. On 15 June

the 2d Battalion of the 382d Infantry relieved the battle-weary 2d
Battalion/383d Infantry, and attacked to the crest of Yuza-Iake. Working

in conjunction with the 7th Division on the left of the 96th Division,
the 381st Infantry made substantial gains on the reverse slopes of -:',.,,,

Yaeju-Dake. All three battalions of the regiment encountered strong

Japanese opposition. On 16 June units of the 382d Infantry continued
to relieve 383d Infantry troops and the highest peak of Hill 167 on

the crest of Yuza-flake was cleared of Japanese by the 382d Infantry.

To the left, the 381st Infantry advanced through disorganized but fierce

Japanese resistance. The 96th Division spent 17 June eliminating isolated
Japanese strongpoints, with medium, light, and flame tanks supporting.

However, the gains of the previous day's attack had broken through the

last organized Japanese defensive positions within the 96th Division's

zone. Isolated groups, aided by the rugged terrain, would fight desperately

for the next week, but an organized Japanese defense no longer opposed
the 96th Division.

Significance: By taking the Yuza-Dake/Yaeju-Dake Escarpment the ,.
96th Division cleared the last organized Japanese resistance in its attack zone.

Sources: W.2; W.3; W.13; W.14; W.15; W.19; W.21; W.22; W.23; W.24.
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THE 1967 ARAB-IBM J WAR OM WETB FRJWr)

At 150 on 5 Jtne, Israeli forces crossed the West Bank border"- --.

nmth aid west of Jenin. Mhile Colonel Ahaon *=~ds inflantry brigade
pushed south along the AMula and Givat'oz roads, Litetmnt Colonel
!bshe Bar Kochva's axred brigade, in tw columns, converpd on the
IDtan Valley southwest of Jenin. After meeting southeast of Ya'abad,

Bar Kochva's two columns msmg eastward and wentered their first
opposition west of Jenin. While the leading.battalion of armor bypassed the
Jordanians, an armored infantry battalion, attacking against deteliied

resistance, overcome the opposition. By 0300 on 6 Jume, the armored infantry

till and armor had linked up southwest of Jenin and began an assault on the town.

iElements of the Jordanian 25th Infantry Brigade were deployed in

Sthree itually supporting defensive lines south Ag Jena. Against
these defenses, Bar Kochva sent his armored infantry battalion, keeping
his tanks concentrated behind the infantry ready to dea with a possible
attack by Jordanian amred units. 'While heavy antitank fire prevented

the Israeli armor from attacking the Jordanian infantry that held the

hills dominating Jenm , Jordanian tanks moved in against the flanks of
the Israelis in a double el . Bar Kochva orderad two of his

tank battalions to stop the Jordanian tanks. When he threw in yet a

third tank battalion, the Jordanian thrusts were stopped after a confused

nighttime armored battle. Meanwhile, with their flanks protected, the

Israeli infantry bad been able to overrun the Jordanian defense lines. .,

Shortly before dawn, Avnon's infantry brigade arrived from the north

and closed in on Jenin while Bar Kochva attacked from the south. Two

of Bar Kochva's tank battalions spearheaded an assault into Jenin from
the south in coordination with an attack by Avnon's brigade from the

north. Following standard Israeli street-fighting doctrine, the two
brigades moved into the town. When a Jordanian armored attack materialized

south of Jenin, Bar Kochva left Avnon's infantry to mop up the scattered
but fierce resistance still continuing in the town.

Significance: The capture of Jenin by Israeli forces did not
guarantee that the West Bank would be cleared of Jordanian forces. But NN

it was one of the first tactical objectives to be taken, and the Israeli
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IME 1967 ARAB-IS1RAELI WAR (WMST BANK FRaJT)

Jenin. 5/6 June 1967 (Continued)

success facilitated further advances south and east into Jordanian

territory.
Sources: X.1; X.2; X.3.
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THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (WEST BANK F,...

Jerusale, S-7 .June

Shortly after 1600 on 5 June, four battalions of the Israeli Etzioni

Brigade, with tank support, attacked Jordanian positions south of Jerusalem

at Eur Baher and the recently occupied United Nations Headquarters at Govern- ,' .. ,-
ment House, encountering moderately strong Jordanian resistance. Northwest
of Jerusalem the Israeli Harel Brigade (mechanized) advanced along lightly
defended hills north of the Jerusalem Corridor. Israeli aircraft in support

disrupted the comunications line of Jordanian Brigadier Ata Ali's forces U*': :!

around Jerusalem and, after dark, smashed a relief colwmn of the Jordanian

60th AUmored Brigade, coming from Jericho.L A little after 2300 on 5 June, Israeli artillery and mortars began to

shell Jordanian positions north and northeast of Jerusalem in preparation for ,
an assault by a paratroop brigade under Colonel Mordechai Gur. Early on

6 June, a small number of Israelis landed in helicopters north of the Old

L City. They were soon joined by the main body of paratroopers. By daybreak,

the Israelis had reached the wall of the Old City near the Damascus Gate.

As they moved through the environs of the Old City, the Etzioni Brigade

attacked south of Jerusalem at Abu Tur. By nightfall Ata Ali's positions

in and around Jerusalem were in peril of being surrounded. The Harel Brigade

had pushed north of Jerusalem and sent elements to Ramallah after defeating

tanks of the Jordanian 60th Armored Brigade at Tel el Ful, and an Israeli

brigade under Colonel Moshe Yotvat had finally taken Latrun on the extreme

western edge of Jordanian territory and was moving east to link up with the

Harel Brigade.

Late on the night of 6 JuneaJordanian relief column from Jericho was

stopped by Israeli air strikes and artillery near the site of the 60th

Armored Brigade's earlier disaster. Learning of this defeat and that most
Jordanian units had withdrawn from the West Bank, Ata Ali ordered his remaining C.

troops to leave Jerusalem early on 7 June. This was successfully accomplished

before dawn. By late morning, the Old City was occupied by Israeli troops.
Significance: Lack of a unified Jordanian command, coupled with Israeli

air supremacy, prohibited an efficient and coordinated defense. The t. cellent,
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THE 1967 ARAB- ISRAEL WAR CWESIr BANK FRC4)

Jerusalem, 5-7 June (Continued)

highly combat effective Israeli troops took advantage of Jordanian confusion ~0~

to defeat the defenders in detail. The Israelis were therefore able to capture

R Jerusalem and the entire West Bank in a series of overwhebuing victories during
the Six Day War.

Source: X.1; X.2.k-
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Kabatiya, 6-7 June 1967
On 6 June, the reconnaissance battalion of Lieutenant Colonel Moshe Bar ....

Kochva's brigade, left behind at Kabatiya.Junction as a rearguard to protect a-..

against a possible attack by Jordanian armor during the battle for Jenin, reported ..

that Jordanian tanks were advancing from Tubas. Leaving infantry of Colonel
Aharon Avnon's brigade to mop up in Jenin, Bar Kochva ýiithdrew the rest of -

-his brigade, regrouped his tank and armored infantry battalions, And :"
then Moved toward Kabatiya -Junction.

Deployed southwest of Kabatiya Junction, the Israeli reconmissance
battalion was attacked and surrounded from the east by Jordanian armor
before Bar Kochva's tanks appeared on the road from Jenin. Under cover -

of continuous waves of fighter attacks against the tanks of the Jordanian

40th Armored Brigade, Bar Kochva refueled his commnd, and made plans
to rescue the isolated reconnaissance battalion.

"Meanwhile, Lieutenant Colonel Awad Mohommed El Khalidi had rallied
"much of his Jordanian 25th Infantry Brigade, dispersed in earlier '..

fighting for Jenin and,. with the tanks of the 40th Armored Brigade, by
midmorning had formed a firm defensive position in and around Kabatiya.

Repeated efforts by Bar Kochva's brigade to smash through the Jordanian
defenses were thrown back. Fierce fighting continued for approximately
12 hours. Shortly after dark Bar Kochva sent one of his tank companies
around the flank of the Jordanian position to smash a hole through the
Jordanian cordon surrounding the reconnaissance battalion. The surrounded

troops streamed out and fell back to join Bar Kochva's main body north
of Kabatiya. Shortly after dawn on 7 June, Bar Kochva renewed his
attack on Kabatiya Junction. At about the same time a battalion of -

Avnon's infantry brigade, which had swung to the west through Ya'abad,

then southeast through Arraba, reached the western Jenin-Nablus road,

threatening the rear of Jordenian positions at Kabatiya. The Jordanians

at once withdrew to the southeast, toward Damiya.
Significance: Bar Kochva's quick reaction to the Jordanian threat

and the timely appearance of Israeli air support prevented what might * -

have been a surprise attack in the rear of Israeli positions at Jenin as
well as rescuing the reconnaissance battalion. With persistence and the
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THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (WEST BANK FRONT)

Tilfit-Zababida, 6/7 June 1967
During the early morning of 6 June, after the advance party of

Colonel Uri Ram's Israeli armored brigade had passed through Tilfit
en route to Nablus, the brigade's reconnaissance company encountered
heavy fire from well concealed Jordanian armor on high ground to the
west near the town of Zababida. Deploying his tanks on the heights
across the valley from the Jordanian positions, Ram sent several
halftracks into the valley to draw fire so that the Jordanians would
reveal their locations by their tank gun muzzle flashes. This was the
beginning of a long range, static armor battle, which lasted until dusk.
Little damage was done by either side in this long range exchange. Just
before dusk, the Israelis observed a Jordanian tank company shifting its
position and called in an air strike which destroyed a number of these
tanks. Then, as darkness fell, the Israelis were able to use the burning
tanks as reference points to direct their guns on other Jordanian tank
positions, as well as on the defenses in Zababida itseif on the heights above.

After dark, and under the cover of a 20-minute artillery preparation,
Ram began a night attack on Zababida, advancing in two columns oZ four
tank companies each. One column advanced along the main Tilfit-Zababida
road, while the other column moved downhill along some dirt tracks,
blasting concrete antitank obstacles 'with tank guns and continuin up
the far side of the valley, still undetected by the Jordanians. As the
first column entered the valley, it encountered Jordanians around Tilfit.
For the next hour a short-range tank battle was fought in the valley until
Ram's other column attacked positions in the hills near Zababida. The
Jordanian tanks in the valley immediately broke contact and withdrew up
the hill to avoid being surrounded. By 0300 on 7 June, Zababida was in
Israeli hands, and the Jordanians were retreating south down the main
road toward Tubas.

Significance: Ram removed a threat to his reconnaissance company
and cleared the way for an advance to Nablus.

Sources: X.l; X.2.
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Nablus, 7 June 1967

On~ the morning of 7 June 1967,, a reconnaissance company and a
tank coany of Colonel Uri Ram's Israeli armored brigade occupied the ..

center of Nablus against scattered opposition. Receiving reports that -

a large force of Jordanian armor was just west of the town, Ram at once -. "--_,-

sent for two tank battalions to join him from their positions around .

the Tubas-Dmniya-Nablus road juncticn to the northeast. On the
arrival of the two tank battalions a confused battle broke out in and around

the western edge of the town. By late afternoon, one battalion from

Lieutenant Colonel Mbshe Bar Kochva's armored brigade had broken

through at Kabatiya and struck the rear of the Jordanian units that
were still engaging Ram's brigade west of Nablus. Finding themselves ., .

caught between two converging Israeli forces, the Jordanians withdrew

in considerable confusion, some going to the south and som= to the

north of Nablus. Those to the north were soon joined by a tank battalion
of the Jordanian 40th Armored Brigade and another round of comat broke out.

By this time, however, the Jordanians' morale had plummeted. It was

evident that they had suffered severe defeats throughout the West Bank,

and more than half of the tanks of the 40th Armored Brigade had already
been destroyed in and around Nablus. With reports of another Israeli

infantry brigade approaching Nablus from the west, the surviving Jordanians
foug.ht to reach the Damiya Bridge road and by dusk were well on their

way to Demiya and the bridge across the Jordan River.
Significance: Having secured Nablus by 1830 on 7 June, Israeli

units advanced south from town to link up with forces coming from Ramallah

and east to Dmriya where the Israelis seized the bridge in mid-evening.

With this action complete, the Israelis held all three bridges over the

Jordan, assuring their control of the West Bank.

Sources: X.1; X.2.
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THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (THE SINAI FRWQ) . ";'.

SRafah. s June 1967
About thirty minutes after Israeli pilots had begun a series of air

strikes which would destroy the Egyptian air force, Brigadier General

Israel Tal's Israeli armored division initiated a three-pronged attack

against PLA and Egyptian positions at Rafah, southwest of Gaza. Tal

intended to execute a classic double envelopment. He sent one brigade

under Colonel Shmael Gonen to penetrate Egyptian coastal defenses at

. Khan Yunis, northeast of Rafah, and then envelop the PLA left at Rafah,

- and he sent Colonel Menacheim Avirwm's brigade through sand dunes to the

south of Rafah to envelop the Egyptian right, while Colonel Rafael Eitan's

reinforced paratroop brigade struck the Egyptian front in a holding attack.

Gonen achieved a speedy breakthrough at Khan Yunis and advanced in

two columns against Rafah. The right-hand column hit the PLA positions ""

from the rear, while the left-hand column struck them frontally. This

maneuver overwhelmed tedefenders. Gonen contnumed southwest and used
a similar pincers tactic to reduce a strongly fortified Egyptian position

Sat Sheikh Zuwid. in the center, Eitan's paratroop brigade, supported

by armor, attacked the Egyptian positions frontally and, following Gonen's

successful attacks at Rafah and Sheikh Zuweid, consolidated Israeli gains

there. Meanwhile, to the south, Colonel Aviram sent his mechanized

infantry to attack the Egyptian right frontally in a holding attack while

sending two battalions to envelop the Egyptian southern (right) flank.

Unfortunately, Aviram made his turn too far north and passed between two
Egyptian strong points. His second column was attacked frm the rear.

r_. Confused, heavy combat ensued, and it was not until midnight that the

Egyptians finally withdrew.

Significance: The Israelis had taken Rafah, a key Egyptian forward

position controlling one of the two strategic routes across the Sinai. The
Israelis were able to continue their advance to El Arish that afternoon.

The ease of the Israeli victory enabled them to transfer a full brigade to

Jerusalem.

Sources: X.1; X.2.
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T7HE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (SINAI FRN)r)

Bir Lahfan, S/6 June 1967

Oft S June General Avraham Yoffe's division was advancing across -,

the trackless and undefended desert between Generals Tai and Sharon. ..

One of Yoffe's brigades, comnanded by Colonel Isska Shadni, was headed .

west to the junction of Bir Lahfan. The other brigade moved southwest
across the desert track just north of Sharon's division. The two . -
brigades were expected to meet near Jebel Libni late on 6 June,
combine with elements of both Tal's and Sharon's divisions, and wage
a major battle for the centrai Sinai.

Shadni's brigade soon encountered Egyptian minefields along
unmarked routes traditionally used by the local Bedouin which further

slowed the advance over difficult terrain. It was therefore almost
dark when Shadni's brigade reached the vicinity of Lahfan, after an
advance of about eight kilometers. He waited until dark and then

moved around the small Egyptian force entrenched aroumd tho road junction.
Before midnight the brigade was in blocking positions across the three

intersecting roads; north to El Arish, southwest to Jebel Libni,

and southeast to Abu Ageila.

Meanwhile, two Egyptian brigades sent northeast from Jebel Libni

along the road through Bir Lahfan, struck Shadni's roadblock southwest
of Bir Lahfan at about 2100, precipitating an all-night engagement.

Soon after dawn, Gonen's brigade, spearheading Tal's advance toward
Jebel-Libni, overran an Egyptian outpost midway between El Arish and
Bir Lahfan. Informed of the major battle taking place southwest of Bir '- -

Lahfan, Gonen, after establishing radio contact with Shadni, sent his
mechanized infantry smashing through the Bir Lahfan position to support
Shadni. With his available tank battalions, Gonen turned right into
the desert, to envelop the Egyptian west flank. The Egyptians then .

withdrew. . Z

Significance: The Egyptian withdrawal from Bir Lahfan enabled •
Shadni and Gonen to advance to Jebel Libni in pursuit of the fleeing
Egyptians. Shadni's successful road block near Bir Lahfan is an excellent
illustration of the use of tactical defense to accomplish an offensive

strategic objective.

Source: X.1; X.2.
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THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (SINAI FROiNT)

Abu Ageila-Um Katef, 5/6 June 1967 ' '

At the Abu Ageila crossroad one road linked El Arish with the Gulf

of Aqaba, while the other ran southwest to Ismilia on the west bank

of the Suez Canal. Control of the intersection was essential to the

advance of Israeli infantry and logistical support units. Guarding

the approach to this crossroads, including Ua Katef, ten kilometers to

the east, was a formidable fortification system. It fell to Brigadier General

Ariel Sharon's combined arms division to attack this stronghold. Sharon

crossed the frontier at 0815 on S June. By 1500 hours the division

had defeated Egyptians conducting a delaying operation and had blocked

the highway northwest of Abu Ageila to prevent reinforcements fran

coming fran Bir L.aifan. The attack began at dusk, when a paratroop
battalion landed in the Egyptian rear to neutralize the Egyptian

artillery, while the Israeli artillery hammered the Egyptian front. The

paratroopers destroyed ammunition and vehicles and drove the Egyptian

crews from their guns, then withdrew. Meanwhile a battalion of tanks,

going through sand the Egyptians assumed was impassable, enveloped the Egyptian . .

left and struck a secondary outpost from the rear. Overrmnning this position,

it continued south toward the main Egyptian positions in order to help repulse

any counterattack. A second tank battalion launched a frontal pinning attack, ..

then disengaged to envelop the Egyptian left and provide suppressive " '

overhead fire for three battalions of infantry who, in the main effort,

attacked the Egyptian flank at 2300 hours. The infantry then assaulted
the triple line of trenches, destroying the defenders. When the

anticipated Egyptian armored counterattack developed, the two Israeli

tank battalions coordinated their attacks and destroyed over half of -

the Egyptian tanks.

Significance: The Egyptians were forced to withdraw by dawn. The

Israelis had taken a key strategic point in the Sinai. Sharon's attack

on Abu Ageila is a textbook example of a combined arms night attack.

Having studied how to reduce Abu Ageila for eleven years, the Israeli

attack demonstrates the importance of tactical planning exercises in
modern staff colleges. Critical was the surprise achieved by making this

main effort against the Egyptian left flank through sand that the Egyptians

assumed was impassable to vehicles.

Sources: X.1; X.2; X.S.
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,TH 1967 APAB-ISRALI WAR (SI•AI FRCNT)
El Arish, 5/6 Jume 1967

While one column of his brigade was still fighting at Rafah, Colonel

Slumel Gonen ordered Colonel Barch Harel to take the rest of

the armored brigade and move on Jiradi and El Arish. After a successful

assault on Jiradi, Harel left a reconnaissance company there and advanced

against the El Arish stronghold. Egyptians retreating frm Rafah overran

the Israeli reconnaissance company and by the time Gonean arrived with -.

his battalion at Jiradi, he had to retake it. Harel was already fighting

at El Arish. By 0500 his tanks had been refueled, and Gonen attacked the town.

After several hours of fighting El Arish was in Israeli hands.

Silnificance: The fall of El Arish gave the Israelis control of

the coastal road, one of the two strategic routes to the Suez Canal.

Sources: X. 1; X. 2.
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THE 1• 7 ARO-ISRAELI WAR (SIMI MOM'T)

JLAmi 6 June

On 6 Jum the Israelis continued to advance in accordance with their
plan. The 44yptian forces were retreating westard, in accordance with an

order of the F4eptian Chef of Staff, unsware that it had beeo rescinded.

Late ir. the afterznm the recounuissaace unit of Colonel Stadni's brigade,

approachimg Jebel Libni from Bir Lahfan, reached the minefields in front of

the Jebel Libni defensive position, and came under long-range tank fire. ,.,
Quickly Shadni and Gonen - - whose brigade followed Shadni 's -- deployed -d

their brigades for action and frontally attacked the Egyptian fortified crop.

They were joined on the left by one of Yoffe's brigades, cmnnded by
Colonel Elhanm Sela, who had just arrived from near Abu Ageila.

The battle for the Jebel Libni cro began at dusk and continued on into
the night. Actually the Israelis were engaged by only the Egyptian rearguard, .a

since the miin body of the division was already moving down the road toward

Bir Gifgafa and Ismailia. In their desperate defense the Egyptians lost 32

tanks. Finally under cover of darkness they withdrew westward toward Bir." , -"

Hasm. The three Israeli brigade ccmumnders decided to let their units, '"

exhausted from two days of marching and fighting, rest and regroup until

Significance: This is one of those interesting anomalies of military
history, a battle in which both sides accomplished their assigned mission.

That of the Israelis had been to defeat the egyptians at Jebel Libni, and

* capture the fortified camps and airfield tnere; the mission of the Egyptian

rearguard had been to delay the Israeli3 for several hours, in order to permit
the main body of the division to escape. Both sides could, and did, claim

success,,
"Source: X. 1; X. 2.
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THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (SIMI FRI)"N.

Gaza Strip, 6-7 June

The Gaza Strip, extending northeast from the vicinity of Rafah to just

north of Gaza, was heavily fortified and defended by the 20th PIA Division

and several thousand armed civilians. A combined arms Israeli task force

under the command of Colonel Yehuda Reshef had the task of seizing and

occupying it. Colonel Rafael Eitan's paratroop brigade was to join Reshef

when Rafah was secure.

On the mrning of 5 June all but one battalion of Reshef's command

followed Colonel Shmuel Gonen through Khan Yunis and turned north, clearing

minefields and overrunning several small outposts. They then attacked and

captured El Kuba and Ali Nkntar in a hard fight that lasted until dark. During

the night Eitan's brigade, supported by a tank company joined Reshef' s force

south of Gaza. At dawn on 6 June an all-out assault on positions in and

around Gaza was heralded by a strike by Israeli aircraft. The assault was

launched from the south, spearheaded by the light tank battalions, closely

followed by paratroopers and an infantry battalion. The rest of the Israeli -

infantry closed in from the east and north. By noon, after severe street

fighting, most of the town was in Israeli hands, and shortly thereafter the

Egyptians surrendered. Eitan's paratroopers then tried to clear out the

town of Khan Yunis, which had been bypassed earlier, but abandoned the

attempt in the face of intense resistance. The following day, however, a

second attack encountered little resistance, and the defenders, with no

hope of reinforcement, surrendered.

Significance: The capitulation at Gaza on 6 June, and of Khan 0

Yunis the following morning brought an end to Arab resistance in western

Palestine. ::
Source: X.1; X.2.
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THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (SINAI ,M)

Bir Hassna-Bir el Thamada,. 7 June 1967

At 0400 on 7 June in accordance with the plan to pursue, overtake, and block...

the Egyptian retreat, General Yoffe's division struck southwest from Jebel Libni

toward Bir Hassna. The objective was to block the Egyptians withdrawal through both

the Giddi and Mitla passes. Spearheading the advance, Colonel Shadni's

brigade arrived at Bir Hassna shortly after dawn and encountered the
Egyptian rear guard, deployed to take advantage of the existing

fortifications. While one battalion attacked the fortifications Shadni
sent his other two battalions to the Bir el Thamada road southwest of

Bir Hassna. By 0900 the Egyptian positions at Bir Hassna had been

overrun, and Shadni's third battalion continued down the road after

the other two battalions, leaving one brigade to mop up the various
outposts around Bir Hassna.

At Bir el Thamada -- now complete evacuated by the Egyptians -- Shadni divided

his forces. He sent one battalion northwest to block the Giddi Pass; and

with the other battalion he went southwest toward the Mitla Pass. The

first battalion had a relatively uneventful time. Smne Egyptian

stragglers were pushed aside or overrun, and the battalion had little

trouble in reaching the Giddi Pass. There it established a roadblock, .-

and held off a number of scattered Egyptian units that
tried to get through during the late afternoon and evening. 1

Significance: One key route of the Egyptian withdrawal was blocked;

it remained for Shadni's other battalion to block the retreat of .

the Egyptians at the Mitla Pass.
Source: X.l; X.2.
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THiE 1967 AR~AB-ISRAELI WAR (SINAI FRC1W)

Mitla pass, 7 June 1967

Most of the withdrawing units of the Egyptian 3d and 6th Infantry
divisions, an armored task force, and saw eemnts of the 4th Armored

Division, all converged on the road between Bir el Thamada and the
Mitla Pass as Israeli Colonel Isska Shadni's tank battalion hurried

southwest frm Bir el Thamada to the eastern entrace to the pass.
Shadni's tanks were running out of fuel, and by the time he reached
his objective, at 1800 hours, he had only nine tanks, four of which ,...
were towed the last few kilometers, and a few APCs, with infantry

and mortars. With these he set up an ambush at the eastern entrance
to the pass.

As the Egyptian forces converged at the approach to the pass,
Israeli aircraft strafed and bombed with high explosives, rockets, .*,-

and napalm, and Shadni's small force attacked them, so that the passage

was blocked with burned vehicles and an enormous traffic jam. The

desperate Egyptians surrounded Shadni's unit, and Shadni called for
help. Colonel Elhanen Sela's brigade was sent hurrying to his relief.

En route, one company of Israeli tanks became intermingled with some
Egyptian tanks in the darkness. The Israeli comnder by radio ordered his
tanks to leave the road in unison, turn on their searchlights, and fire

on whatever remained on the road. Thus an Egyptian tank battalion was
destroyed.

It was late morning before Sela reached the pass. By that time,

the Egyptians, aware of his approach, had abandoned their vehicles

and set off on foot through the hills and the desert.
Significance: The Egyptians lost about 100 tanks, and the combat

1-7 efficiency of the 6th Infantry Division, and part cf the 3d, was effec-"
tively destroyed.

Source: X.1; X.2.
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"THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (SINAI FRONT)

Bir Hamma-Bir Gifgafa, 7 June 1967

In an attempt to interdict the pellmell rush of the Egyptian Army

for the Suez Canal General Tal sent Colonel Gonen's brigade west on the

central, axis to block the road to Ismilia. At Bir Hamm the Israeli '.

tanks hit xhe rear guard of the 3d Infantry Division, and an infantry
'brigade with some supporting tanks. After a brief fight, the position

was taken; the Egyptians, having accomplished their delaying mission,,

withdrew westward. During the course of the engagement Colonel
Menachem Aviram's brigade bad moved along the road past Gonen's force

and become the spearhead. Aviram's tank units soon became involved
in a running battle with the Egyptian units retreating from Bir Ham.

Pushing these Egyptians aside, the Israeli tankers contimid their
headlong drive westward on the road toward Bir Gifgafa, encountering

more retreating Egyptian units as they went. The Israelis went
around the Egyptians, drove them off the road, or pushed through them
in a series of running battles. By early afternoon, Aviram' s brigade

had reached the read junction north of Bir Gifgafa. He sent his AMX
battalion to the west to take a defensive position in the hills just
beyond Bir Gifgafe., blocking the road from Ismailia. His tank battalion
and motorized infantry battalion moved just south of the road junction
to block the road to Bir el Thamada.

Meanwhile, Gonen's brigade had quickly regrouped and had moved
close behind Aviram. Approaching the Bir Gifgafa road junction, Gonen

swung to the south, hoping to encircle part or all of the Egyptian 4th
Armored Division, which had been concentrated in the Bir Gifgafa area.

Significance: The plan to cut off the Egyptian retreat was a good
one but the results were disappointing. One Egyptian armored brigade
was caught and quickly destroyed by Aviram's battalion of Sherman tanks.
Otherwise, except for a number of stragglers, the trap in Tal's sector
was empty. Most of the 4th Armored Division was already west of the
encirclements, and some of its elements were crossing the Suez Canal.

* ~: X.l 1;X. 2.
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THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (SINAI FRON' "

Nakhl. 8 June 1967

Following the'Egyptian collapse on 6 June, it was General Ariel

Sharon's mission to pursue the fleeing Egyptians and drive them into

Israeli roadblocks at the key passes. Sharon's force moved slowly .

southwest toward Nakhl,t hampered by terrain and minefields. Near dawn

on 8 June his leading elements captured an entire brigade of abandoned

JS-3 self-propelled guns. As Sharon approached Nakhl in mid-morning

of 8 June, he learned by radio from Colonel Albert Mendler that he had

just taken Thamad, and that the Egyptian force there, apparently an infantry

brigade and an attached tank brigade from the Egyptian 6th Division,

was withdrawing toward Nakhl. One tank battalion of Mendler's brigade

was following closely and harassing the Egyptian rear guard.

Sharon's tank brigade reached Nakhl a few minmtes before his

patrols sighted the head of the Egyptian column retreating from Thamad.

Quickly Sharon put his two tank battalions into ambush positions just

east of Nakhl, and soon a furious battle was raging. Sharon himself

took a mechanized infantry battalion and swung south to hit the middle

of the Egyptian column, about 15 kilometers east of Nakhl. The double envel-

opment destroyed the fighting capacity of the Egyptian unit.

Significance: In four and a half hours of fighting Sharon's

force and Mendler's battalion destroyed approximately 60 Egyptian tanks,

about 100 guns, and more than 300 vehicles. Several hundred Egyptians,

were killed or wounded, and the rest, at least 5,000 men, dispersed in

the hills and wadis south of the road.

Source: X.l; X.2.
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THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (SINAI FRONT)

Bir Gifgafa 11, 8 June 1967

Although the Egyptian 4th Armored Division was already returning -

to the Suez Canal by 8 June, an armored brigade at the Canal was ordered to

reinforce it near Bir Gifgafa. Shortly before midnight the brigade

unexpectedly ran into the AINX-13 tank battalion of Israeli Colonel

Menachem, Aviram's brigade, blocking the road northwest of Bir Gifgafa. -

The Israelis had positioned their tanks in a semicircle facing

west, with their fuel, azimmition, and supplies on halftracks in the

center rear. They had the advantage of a readied defensive position,

but they had only 30 light tanks. The Egyptian force had between 50 fl.-
arid 60 T-54 and T-55 tanks with lO(0im high velocity guns. The 75imm

Smns of the AZC-13s could penetrate them only at very short range.

The Egyptians attacked and soon scored a direct hit on an Israeli

halftrack loaded with ammunition, resulting in a vehicle explosion. A chain

reaction destroyed seven more halftracks and one tank. Shortly after- . -
ward two AZtXs were destroyed by direct hits. After a desperate two-

hour defense, the Israeli battalion began to withdraw. But at this ." -'

moment a battalion of Colonel Simuel Gonen's Centurions arrived to
support the hard-pressed AMCs. The Egyptians, who had believed themselves

victorious, were now suddenly surprised to find themselves enveloped by

a force of medium tanks. In a few minutes ten Egyptian T-54's and T-55's . .

were destroyed. The remainder withdirew in confusion toward the Canal.

Significance: The Israeli repulse of the Egyptian armored brigade

at Bir Gifgafa marked an end to the only Egyptian counterattack launched

from beyond the Suez in the course of the Six Day War.

Source: X.1; X.2.
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1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (GOLAN FROr)

Tel Fahar-Banias, 9 June. 1967
S~~After the suc~cess against Egyptian and Syrian forces in early June •.

1967, the Israelis planned to attack and seize Syrian positions on the
Golan Heights. On the basis of long prepared plans, Brigadier General
David Elazar, ccmnanding the Israeli Northern Command, decided that the
main effort should take place in the Tel Azaziyat-Kala-Zaoura area of
the northern Golan Heights. The Golani Brigade, part of the division-

size task force making the main attack, was to strike the Syrian fort-

ifications at Tel Azaziyat and then drive eastward against Syrian

positions on the heights of Tel Fahar. Such a drive, if successful,
would help opent he old road through Banias, at the foot of Mbunt

IZ:.
Hermon, and permit an armored advance through Masa'ada toward Kuneitra

from the north.

At 1130 on 9 June, the Golani Brigade jumped off from the vicinity
of Dan, advancing in two columns, each preceded by tanks of the attached
armored battalion. One of these coltmms took the old road toward Banias;

the other went across country, between the Syrian positions of Tel
Azaziyat and Tel Fahar. Tel Azaziyat was bypassed, and the two principal
columns of the brigade converged on Tel Fahar. This Syrian position was
surrounded by three double-apron barbed wire fences protected by mine-
fields and consisted of a mnber of trenches, machine gun and antitank
positions, and dugouts. It was not until after three hours of close
combat in and around the trenches that the Israelis finally cleared this
key fortification. The defenders of bypassed Tel Azaziyat, exposed to

12K fire from their right rear, withdrew at dark, and the Golani Brigade
soon occupied this height as well. Patrols were pushed furtbax up theF height, and by midnight the Israelis had secured positions at the top of
the first crest, having achieved their first day's objective. :"-.-

In the late afternoon on 9 June, the Syrians were withdrawing all

along the western edge of the Golan Heights. The Golani Bridge's success
had in part contributed to the forcing of this withdrawal and had helped
pave the way for an advance to KYmeitra. The Israelis were unaware that their
success had been facilitated by a general withdrawal order from Damascus,
while the Syrians were seeking a cease-fire of the U.N.
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1967 ARAB-ISRAEI WAR (GOLAN H"IGITS)

Tel Fahar-Banias. 9 June 1967

Significance: The Golani Brigade took the high ground around Tel
Azaziyat and Tel Fahar, accomplishing their first day's mission and

securing ground important for the contixuation of the Israeli offensive.

Sources: X.1; X.2; X.4.
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STHE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (GOLA.' FRC.T..)SidveliI I 9110 June 1967
In June 1967, the Israelis planned a secondary attack on the Golan

Jalabina, northeast of the Sea of Galilee. These positions were to be

attacked and captured to break through the Syrian defenses into the

central Golan Heights.

"On 9 June, while the efforts of the main Israeli attack force
met success along the northern part of the Syrian-Israeli border, the
infantry brigades of Colonel w.nuel Shehed and Colonel Yehuda Gavish

carried out their assigned missions, taking the Syrian positions at

Narbashiya, Jalabina, and Dmrda~ra. Soon after nightfall Colonel Uri
Ram's armored brigade, which had moved up from Jordan, jumped off from,
"the vicinity of Gonen, north of Darbashiya, and pushed its wmy up a

"winding mountain road to seize the village of Rawiyehon the Trans-

Arabian Pipeline against moderate resistance. There was little firing

between midnight and dawn, and the Israeli units regrouped, rested, and
prepared to continue the advance the following day. The Syrian troops withdrew.

Significance: In conjunction with Israeli advances against Syrian

positions all along the Golan Heights, the Ran Brigade's success

contributed to the collapse of the Syrian defensive line, causing the
Syrian forces to contirue to withdraw hastily to the east.

Sources: X.l; X.2; X.4.
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THE 1967 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (GOLAN ,'-I.R-J-L4.."L1

Zaora-Kala, 9 June 1967
Late on 7 June, after a ceasefire on the Jordanian front had taken

effect, Brigadier General David Elazar, chief of the Israeli Northern
Commid, received permission to attack the Golan Heights. On 8 June, -
the Israeli air force softened up the Syrian Golan defenses. On 9 June,

after the Syrians had accpeted the United Nations' ceasefire call of the."

previous day, the Israelis attacked.

The main breakthrough attempt was to be made in the Tel Azaziyat-
Kala-Zaoura area of the northemGolan Heights by a division-size task

force. Leading the assaulting forces was an armored brigade wnder Colonel
Albert Mendler, whose mission was to attack over extremely rugged terrain
north and east of Kfar Szold, seize high ground along a ridge inside the
Syrian border, and gain ground to facilitate further advances eastward.
Disposed facing the axis of the Israeli attack, and much dispersed over
the rugged terrain through which the initial attack was to be made, was

the Syrian llth Infantry Brigade (reinforced by tanks).
At 1130, Mendler's brigade, reinforced by several companies of APC-

mounted troops from the Golani Brigade, attacked, led by an engineer " .

detachment and eight umaxwred bulldozers, three of which were soon lost
to fire from dug-in Syrian tanks. Unfamiliar with the Go-lan road net,,
the leading tank battalion took a wrong turn at a road junction along a

mountain track and headed east to Kala instead of northeast at Zaoura.
When the Israelis reached the fortified defenses at Kala, the mistake was
discovered, but since the brigade had already secured the high ground,
it was easily remedied by sending one battalion north to Zaoura. There,
the Israelis quickly overcame the defenses and then turned south to
envelop the Kala positions that still resisted Mendler's leading battalion.
Faced with the possibility of encirclement, the Syrian defenders evacuated

"Kala after dark.

Significance: Due in part to the navigational error, elements of
Mendler's brigade reached positions that the Israelis had not expected
to take until the next day. The initial attack had advanced rapidly over
formidable terrain, and Mendler's troops were in excellent position to
continue the drive to the east. ,

Sources: X.1; X.2; X.4. , ..
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THE ARAB-ISRAELI WAR, JORDAN, 1968

Kerama, 21 March 1968
A major but isolated engagement of the Arab-Israeli War occurred at

Kerama, Jordan, on 21 March 1968. Kerama, located on the east bank of the 0

Jordan-River, was a base of the Palestinian fedayeen, who frequently clashed
with Israeli troops along the river and on roads into the Israeli-occupied West

Bank region. In mid-March the Israelis began to build up opposite Kerama, "

preparing for a punitive strike at the Palestinian camp. The Israeli build-

up was detected by observers of the Jordanian Army, and the Jordanian 1st

, Infantry Division, stationed east of the Jordan between Damiya and the Dead

Sea, prepared to defend the Jordan Valley near Kerama.

The Israeli attack was made by a division-sized combined arms task

force commanded by Brigadier General Schmuel Gonen. Gonen's force was

divided into three task groups for the attack, one each for the Damiya,

Hussein, and Abdullah bridges. The main effort, however, was at the Hussein

bridge. In addition, a battalion of paratroopers was to be landed northeast .

of Kerama. To divert attention from Gonen' s attack an Israeli armored

battalion was to make a demonstration south of the Dead Sea along the axis*

Sedom-Safi.
The attack began at 0530 hours on 21 March 1968, without an artillery

preparation. The Jordanian 1st Infantry Division resisted the main Israeli

attacks from prepared positions at the three Jordan River bridges. Each
"bridge was covered by one brigade of infantry reinforced by a tank company.

The division had a small mobile reserve south of Es Salt and deployed an

"infantry company and a tank platoon at Kerama to support the 500 fedayeen

there.
The northernmost of the three Israeli columns successfully forded the

Jordan south of the Damiya Bridge and established a small bridgehead but

was unable to advance southward from Musri to Kerama. The central column,

comnanded by General Gonen, crossed the Hussein Bridge and drove on Keram"a,

which was captured after a stiff fight. The fedayeen camp was levelled.
The Abdullah Bridge task group failed to obtain a foothold east of the
Jordan, and the demonstration south of the Dead Sea was repulsed. It .. -

should be noted, however, that the three diversionary Israeli thrusts all
accomplished their missions.
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Significance: Both sides,, with some justification, claimed victory in

this engagement. The Israelis claimed that by destroying Iceram they had

accomplished their mission. The Jordanians and1 the fedayeen, who had fought

fiercely, asserted that they had repulsed an Israeli operation designed to

establish a permanent east bank bridgehead. Fedayeen recruiting efforts

benefitted greatly as a result of propagandia concerning the defease of the

Kerama camp, and the fedayeen military organization subsequently expanded

to the point that it rivalled that of the Jordanian Army. Nonetheless,,

the main fedayeen camps were moved further eastward where they were less . -

vulnerable to the Israelis.

Sources: X.2.
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THE 1973 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (SUEZ Fi4T)

Suez Canal Assault North, 6 October 1973

At 1405, 6 October 1973, under cover of an artillery barrage of

approximately 2400 Egyptian weapons on the west bank of the Suez Canal,

elements of the Egyptian Second Army began to cross the canal in rubber

assault boats. The units involved were from the 18th, 2d, and 16th Infantry r
Divisions with their attached armored brigades. The artillery support came

from the division artillery of these units plus the remaining Second Army

divisions (a mechanized and an armored division) as well as the Second

Army artillery, and about 100 tanks in firinE positions on a sand eabanknt Lant

on the west bank of the Canal.
The Israeli uiits manning the Bar Lev Line and the remaining Israeli

urits of the Southern Command were taken by surprise. The Israeli troops ,...

involved were fron the Israeli 252d Armored Division, an Israeli Regular

Army unit assigned to this area. Elements of an infantry battalion manmed

the Bar Lev Line strongholds north of the Great Bitter Lake, and one armored

brigade was in support positions a few thousand meters east of the Canal.

The Egyptian troops in the first wave did not stop to attack the Bar

Lev bunkers but deployed to preassigned blocking positions about 1,000 meters

past the embankment. The units armed with single Sagger missiles

launchers placed themselves along likely armor routes while the men carrying

Strella missiles took positions behind them to provide air defense. Successive

waves followed, and there was a desperate battle between these Egyptians and

the advancing Israeli armored unit. "* .-

As the cross-canal assaults began, the Egyptian Air Force struck Israeli

forward air bases, comumications facilities, and front area conuad posts.

Egyptian assaults on selected strongholds of the Bar Lev line were subjected

to intense fire, and only one stronghold fell to the first assault. Israeli -.

tanks counterattacked continually throughout the afternoon and evening but .,

were repulsed by the fire from Saggers and RPG-7 antitank missile launchers. L',:

The Israeli frontal assaults so successful during the 1967 war failed; the

Israelis suffered severe tank and personnel losses.

£ 203



Suez" Canal Assault North, 6 October 1973 (Continued)

By 2000. the Egyptian Second Army units had advanced a distance of five "

kilometers. Meanwhile, engineers were operating ferries, cutting gaps in

the east bank sand eubankment, and installing bridges.

Both air forces were heavily engaged flying close air support of the I

ground wnits. The Egyptian Su-7s and 1,G-17s flew 104 sorties while the

Israeli F-4s and A-4s flew 70 sorties. The Israeli air operations were

seriously inhibited by effective Egyptian air defense.

Significance: The Israelis were victims of complete surprise. The

Egyptian invasion was well planned and well executed. But the Israeli

prepared defenses on the Bar Lev line slowed the Egyptian advance.

Source: X.2; X.3.
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THE 1973 AR- ISRAELI WAR (SINAI FRW)'

Suez Canal Assault South, 6 October 1973

At 1405, 6 October 1973, while elements of the Egyptian Second Army were

crossing the Suez Canal north of the Great Bitter Lake, units from the Egyptian

Third Army were making similar crossings in the south, as far as the Gulf of

Suez. (The description for Suez Canal Assault North is generally applicable

to this engagement.) The artillery barrage supporting the Third Army crossing

was approximately 1600 weapons on the west bank of the canal. The units of

the Third Army in the assault were elements of the 7th and 19th Infantry

Divisions with their attached armored brigades. As in the northern sector,

Ranger detachments were dropped by helicopter, disrupting the flow of traffic

in the Israeli rear. One detachment successfully blockeoLthe Sudr Pass.

The Third Army units had a more difficult time breaking down the Israeli

ranparts on the banks of the canal in this sector (they were hard packed

earth, unlike the sand in the north, and tides were greater); so they did

not have their bridges in place before the morning of 7 October.

The Third Army included the 130th Mechanized Brigade (3d Mechanized
Division), a specially organized amphibious armored units, equipped with PT-76

light tanks. In mid-afternoon this brigade "swam" across the Little Bitter

Lake and pushed toward the Giddi and Mitla Passes. By late afternoon the

Egyptians were in sight of the passes, creating great alarm in Israeli rear

area units. A reserve Israeli armored brigade, however, advancing from Bir
Thamada, attacked the Egyptians with medium tanks, and the Egyptians withdrew

their light tanks after suffering losses. Two platoons, however, penetrated

as far as Bir el Thamada. One of these even shelled the air base at Bir el

Thamada. Both finally withdrew on 7 October. Air support on the Egyptian

side was 104 sorties, while the Israelis flew 70. Egyptian losses were 350

personnel and 20 tanks, while the Israelis suffered 225 personnel casualties

and 42 tanks lost.

Significance: The Egyptians achieved coplete surprise and had a
sizable force across the Canal by the end of the day.

Sources: X. 2; X.3.
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THE 1973 ARAB- ISRAELI WAR (SEZ MW)

Second Army Buildup, 7- October
At dusk on 6 October, Egyptian helicopter-borne groups of Rangers had

been deposited at carefully chosen points in the Sinai, ten to tw-nty kilo-

meters east of the canal. These troops, armed with mines, demolitions, A
Saggers, and RPG-7s, were to set up roadblocks and ambushes on the four main -70
roads leading toward the Canal from the east. Others attacked Israeli
comand and comamications facilities. Although the results of this Ranger

effort were not concretely significant, they created considerable alarm in
Israeli rear area and slowed the rate of movement of Israeli reserves toward

the canal.
During 7 October, the bulk of the armor of the 18th, 2d, and 16th Infantry

Divisions had crossed to the east bank and now had a total of about 300 tanks.
By the morning of the 7th, mndler's division had in action less than 1SO of
about 300 tanks that he had had on the 6th; of these about 100 (two brigades) * •
were in this sector. During the fighting on the 7th his losses brought his
tank strength to a little less than 100 operational tanks, about SO in this

h sector. By this time two tank brigades and a mechanized infantry brigade
of Man's division were moving toward the canal along the northern axis

through El Arish, followed a few hours later by an armored brigade of Sharon's

division on the central road from Beersheeba. Ambushes by the Egyptians

s caused minor Israeli losses, but delayed the movement westward of these Israeli
reinforcements.

Although the Egyptian objective was properly limited, their failure to ý'.''Z-
exploit the serious Israeli disruption, and to advance several kilometers

further, appears attributable to timidity at all levels of command.
Significance: In the first day and a half the Egyptians had established

sizable forces firmly on the east bank of the canal. The Israelis had not

yet been able to assemble forces large enough to halt the invasion.

,,% '. -N

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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THE 1973 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (SMJ Rfl)

.Thrd Ari Budup., 7 October 1973
The buildup in the Egyptian Third Anmy sector did not go as smoothly

as had the buildup in the north. Because of difficulties in cutting exit

gaps through the Israeli mankment beside the canal, none of the Third

Armo bridges was In before 0900 an 7 October and it was dark when they were

all copleted. Mmnwdile, the tank ferries remained in operation until the

Third Army had 200 tanks on the east bank of the Suez. Meaulihile, the two :": .

infantry divisions were digging in and consolidating their positions, while

attacking the Israeli Bar Lev line stronghold. A umber of uncoordinated

Israeli tank attacks were repulsed by Saggers and RPG-7s, with heavy losses .

in Israeli tanks. .

Earlier that morning heliborne Egyptian Rhagers had threatened

the oilfields at Abu Rudeis near the Gulf of Suez. The Israels, however,

repulsed the probes. Another Ranger unit took the Sur Pass in the southern

sector.. ' "

Significance: In the first day and a half, the Egyptians succeeded in

taking substantial forces across the Suez Canal in the Third Army sector.

The Bar Lev strongpoints assisted the Israelis in their defense, but they

had not been able to prevent establishment of a considerable Egyptian

force on the east bank of the canal.

Sorces: X.2; X.3.
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THE 1973 AMB-IS.RALI WAR (CSEZ F.P',

Kantara-Firdan, 8 October 1973 '."?"'.":

By 8 October the Egyptian Second Army had its three infantry divisions

(18th, 2d, and 16th) with their attached armored brigades on the east bank

of the canal, and the 18th Division had captured wad occupied Kantara. The '-

el Israelis had two divisions, Adan's and Sharon's, consisting of six armored
brigades. (An additionl mechenized infantry brigade, under Mdan's comend, "

was occupied with the defnse of the marshy area north of Kantara to the
Mediterranean.) The boumdary between Mdan's and Sharon's divisions was a
line ruuming eastward from the canal near Firdan.

*. " .: ,,, . '

Shortly after 0800 Mdan's division, in coepliance with controversial

and apparently confusing orders from Nkjor General Smuel Gomn, GOC Southern

Cinand, initiated a series of agressive probes toward the canal, with the

objective of seizing an Egyptian bridge if possible. In compliance with the

debatable instructions, Mm tried to begin a southward sweep, just east of

the Canal. This soon proved impossible, due to the firmness of the Egyptian

defense, aid the attack becme a series of uncoordinated probes. Soon after

this (about 10:00 m) Aden was ordered by Gonen (who believed the Egyptians

were close to breaking) to extend his front to Deversoir to permit Sharon's

division to carry out a similar attack and bridge seizure betwe the Little

Bitter Lake and Suez. About 10:00 -a, without waiting for Mdan, Sharon pulled
out of his positions opposite Ismilia and started moving south along the

Lateral Road.
However, not only were the Egyptians not close to breaking, between 1000

and 1200 they inflicted severe losses on two of Aden's brigades. In the second

of these repulses one Israeli armored battalion was virtually destroyed. While

trying to cope with these disasters, Aden comitted his third brigade into the

wide sector opposite Ismailia that had just been vacated by Sharon's division.

That brigade was immediately engaged .; an Egyptian 16th Division attack, and

was forced to fall back. Adan requested Gonen's permission to withdraw.

By early afternoon Gonen became aware of the actual situation. He .-

called Sharon -- moving south on the road south of Tasa -- ordering him to

return north to help Adan. He ordered Aden to try to hold against the pressure
of the three advancing Egyptian divisions. When it became evident that Adan

was holding, Gonen decided not to commit Sharon (who had expressed reluctance
to support Adan), since Sharon's division '"as all that remained between the
canal and Tel Aviv."
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7M1973 ARA5-I1RABL WAR (SJEZ FWJHT
Kantara-.irdan, 8 October 1973 (Continued)

The serious Israeli commnd failures seew to be essentially attributable v

to continuing post-surprise disruption.
Significance: The Egyptian Second Any was able to increase its sLrength 0

on the east bank of the canal and expand its bridgehead. The Israeli reactions
revealed post-surprise friction, causing poor coardiz•tion. Gonen's plan to •., ..

shift Saron to the south violated the clasi3d principles of Mass, Simplicity,

and Economy of Force.

Sources: X.2; X.3. -,
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THE 1973 ARAB- ISRAELI WkR (SEEZ PtF )-

Egptian Offensive North, 14 October

At 0600 on 14 October an intensive artillery preparation signalled the

start of an Egyptian offensive which was intended to relieve scm of the

pressure on the Syrians on the Golan Peights. In the northern half of the
Sinai Front the Egyptian Second Amy struck eastward with three armored

colmas from the 21st Armored Division, and the armored brigades of the infantry

divisions. In addition to these armored thursts there were a nu.eer of minor
holding attacks all aloft the line. Hboever, there was no mjor, coordinated

effort by the Second Army; there was little more than one reinforced division
inking the three thrusts. This was a serious Egyptian comand failure.

The northern of these three Egyptian armored attacksi was =de fron Kantar
in the 18th Infantry Division sector toward lmeni. The next was from the 2d

Infantry sector east toward Tasa and the Ihatmia Pass, on aline north of and,.',
parallel to the Ismailia-Tasa Road. The third thrust from Talata in the 16th " "

Infantry Division sector was intended to converge with the second at Tasa.

The northern thrust was against one of the brigades in the diversion of

Brigadier General Sassoon. (This had just taken over the area formerly held :'.

by Adan, who was in reserve, preparing to take part in a cross-canal counter- ,

offensive.) Adan's troops moved back in and with Sassoon's threw back the
Egyptian colum with heavy casualties. The centeral and witharn thrusts were

halted by Sharon's Division, also with heavy Egyptian casualties.
Significance: The effort of the Egyptians to breakout of their

bridgehead had failed and the Israelis were prepared to assum the initiative.

They had anticipated the attack and by this time had developed effective

tactics for countering the Egyptian weapons, particularly the Saggers and ::':

RPG-7s.
Sources: X.2; X.3.
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qa~ytian Offensive South, 14 .October 1973 ..
•.. ~ ~In the southern Sinai the Egyptian Third Army also sent three armored """

thrusts eastward qapin~t the Israelis. As in the north,, the total attacking .;•.

force w~s little more than the equivalent of a reinforced armored division,.,'"-..•-.

lfW 07 AAU"•AT ARS ... -•

M" of the armor can from the 4th Armored Division and 6th Mechanized Infantry'.,',.

Division. The soaher& t attack came from the 7th Infantry Division sector
S•S•,prd the Gidi Pass =9d Soutern Commnd advnce hea dqurters at Un Wsheiba. - .-

There O ns a second advance from the 19th Division sector toward the Mitl73
SPass and a third adsance also fromhe spctor in which an armred brigade

struck southeastward toward the Sudr Pass, south of rdtla, and alona theti

IC_.

coastal road toward Ras Sun . The Israeli defenders were frdm rigio .e:

_ ~~General Kalinan Mogen's division (fox rly NMkdler's division, he had been"'":"

killed by Egyptian artillery an 13 October), Brigadier Gleneral Granit,..-" ,
Israeli's newly committed division, and Major General Yeshayahn Gavish's -"

Southern Sinai Command. -- '-
k.1ofInitially the E fyptit thewath Ao~rd the Giddi and Mitla Passes had faMnt'y

S~~success -- that against the •41tla briefly threatened a breakthrough. By•....Dinearly afternoon, howver, the attacks were conta ine fa The thrust toward thetoSud t Pass had even greater success initially, and the aolumna atvnhd loft

L• ~ ~the coatal road more than 20 kilometers. A desperate defensive effort by.....•'''".
Israeli pasatroopers supported by some armor and considerable close air support,
turned back the Egyptians with heavy losses of persormi l w anks. Althoughade
they had temporarily ained some ground, by ths tnd of the day the Egyptians

had retarned to their original lines. This, of course, was lawfrgy due to

their failure to make adequate use of their available resources.,..,.. .,,,..
Significance: The Egyptians were decisively defeated because of their

failure to apply the Principle of Masst Their amor losses were particularly
serious and contributed to their subseqent failure thehalthe Israeli al

counteroffensive. t 2ts de n fo

Sources: n.2; b.3. i"-th
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Dversoir (Chinese Par. I). S/16 October

At 1700 on 1S October, the Israelis launched Operation "StroNgheart,"
the cross-canal invasion of Egypt. The plan called for one amored brigade :. "
of General Ariel S °m's division to attack on the right, to divert the

Egyptians' attention from the main effort. An hour later Colonel An-- -

Peshe' s armored brigade, reinforced, was to advance cross-country to the
Great Bitter Lake, turn northwest along the shore to seize the Bar Lav ".
stronghold of 1btmed, and then advance north to secure the crossing site.

Colonel Dani Mtt's paratroop brigade ws to advance to the cossin point.
and cross in rubber boats. One battalion of Colonel Hain Erez's armored
brigade was to cross behind the paratroopers; the rminder of the brigade".'.-.-

was to bring up a prefabricated bridge and a ponton bridge whose sections ,.
could be used as ferries to take the tanks acos the CM1a. ... • .:

The diversionar attack did mislead the Egyptians. Reshev started late,
moved to the Lake, and seized the Natzmad stronghold with little resistance.,.." '.

His reconnaissance battalion secured the area, while the other battalions
went north and east to engage the night flanks of the Egyptian 16th and 21st
divisions. The Israeli tanks were soon engaged heavily and mwxpectedly with

maJor Egyptian infantry and armor units. The paratroop battalion finally
reached the crossing point smteim after midnight. After a heavy artillery'.
preparation, the first paratroopers crossed at 0135. By damn all the para-

troopers and the tank battalion were across. Ila crossing continued until

shortly after noon, when an order was issued to halt the corssings. Sharon, - ""
in the birdgehead, had already sent his tank battalion Erez on a raid westward,

in which three SA-2 positions were destroyed and one SA-6 forced to displace.
In the late afternoon Egyptian aircraft attacked the bridgehead.

Significance: The first Israeli forces were across the Canal, but behind

them a bitter fight was developing, and there was disagreement among Israeli
comAnders as to how they should proceed. ".".

Source: X.Z; X.3.
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Deversoir (Chinese Farm I1). 16-17 October .. ,
•G~emrl Ade's Division hod been schduled to cross the canal an 16

iOctober, following Sharon, and driving south behind the ftypttan Third Army

_towad Suez. The Egyptian resistance to Sharn's crossing, however, was so
severe, particularly in the Chinese Paru area, that Sharon's Division was cut ?' "
off. Th'% Egyptians hold both roads behind haron, preventing the pla•mnd

movemnt of two bridges to the crossing site. Aden was directed to get the

bridges forward.
Heavy fighting took place during the next two days as Aden endeavored

to reopen the corridor and to get the bridges to the canal. Reinforced by
part of a paratroop brigade and on* brig Ae of Sharon's division, he engaged

the Egyptian 16th Infantry and 21st Armored Divisions and an armored brigade .

from the 23d Mechanized Division. In an effort to reopen the roads. the

paratroopers were coisitted in the Chinese Farm area duzing the night of 16/17
October, but were imediately pinned down, and unable to advance or withdrma.
H However, the fierceness of this struggle distracted fgyptian attention from
the southwr of the two roads, shortly after dam on the 17th Aden regained
contact with Sharon, and began to move one of the bridges forward. By noon
the paratroopers were extricated from the Chinese Farm, just as the Egyptian

6Sth Armored Brigade began a thrust northward from the Third Amy bridgehead
in an effort to reach the 16th Division, and again cut the Israeli corridor.

There was, however, no coordination between the Egyptian units, and in an
operation reminiscient of Hannibal's victory at Lake Trasimne, three of
Adan's brigades virtually destroyed the 65th Brigade, which lost about 90
out of 100 tanks. This ended the battle, although heavy firing continued in

the Chinese Farm area.
Significance: Adan had demonstrated tactical excellence and initiative

"and secured the corridor so that more forces could cross the canal and expand

the bridgehead.
Sources: X. 2; X. 3.
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Deversoir West, 18 October
Adan's Division crossed the Suez Canal during the night of 17/18 October,._- 2

taking over the left (southern) half of the bridgehead held by Sharon's Divi- k .-A

sion. On the morning of the 18th, after a heavy artillery preparation, Adan's . -' •
Division, consisting of three armored birgades (Baram's on the right, Amir's

on the left, Karen's in rr;serr-e) started an attack across the Sweetwater Canal. -i
Baram's brigade broke out of the "green belt" to the west quickly,

repelled a counterattack and pushed ahead about five kilometers to seize a
r. fortified hill overlooking the main north-south Ismailia-Suez road. On the
L left, however, resistance was stronger. But by late afternoon Azir's brigade

had advanced from the green belt about three kilometers to an elevation known
as Tsach, where it was stopped. During the afternoon Adan received a directive

from Gonen to raid SAM sites farther inland. Amir's brigade was being held
up by strong resistance, but Adan sent two of Baram's battalions raiding
westward and northwestward for more than 20 kilometers. They put three SAM
sites out of action before returning to join the remainder of the division. -. -.

Significance: This action put Adan's division in positions to launch

a full scale breakout the following day.

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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Igmailia, 19-22 October

On 18 October Sharon received approval for an offensive ncrth against

Ismailia. Early on the 19th he started a drive north toward that city. His

paratroop brigade reinforced by armor, attacked north through the green belt

toward Serafeum but was stopped by the Egyptian 182d Paratroop Brigade of the

Second Egyptian Army. Sharon sent an armored brigade into the desert around

"the paratroopers' left flank; this ialt also encountered heavy Egyptian

resistance but was able to seize Orcha Hill, just west of Serafeum, before

dark.
On the next day (20 October) the Israeli attack continued on a three

brigade front with the paratroopers on the right and armored brigades in the

.L •'.-.,.center and on the left. (Sharon's third armored brigade was holding the .--". -

comminications corridor east of the canal.) For a time the Egyptian resistance;.: -....

seemed to weaken, and the Israelis moved forward, but Egyptian counterattacks

brought about a seesaw battle just south of Lake Timsah. This was the position

at nightfall.
On the third day the Israelis surrounded a key Egyptian defensive position

at Touscan, but Egyptian counterattacks again held the Israelis, who were

stopped south of the Ismailia-Nile Canal, just south of Ismailia. Meanwhile
that same day (the 21st) Sharon -was ordered to reinforce his armored brigade

on the east bank, which was to attack the Talia hill mass to secure and widen

the Israeli corridor to the crossing site. Sharon sent back five tanks in

response to this order, but -his negligible reinforcement did not enable the

east bank brigade to regain initial gains, when a counterattack by the Egyptian

' th Infantry Division retook Talia. Sharon was ordered to make another attack

on this position, but the order was countermanded from Tel Aviv (apparently as

a result of a telephone call fron Sharon to the Minister of Defense, Dayan).

On the 22d of October Sharon's three brigades on the west bank made a

final but vain effort to capture Ismailia as the Egyptians held firm. When

the cease fire took effect at 1852, the Israelis were still about 10 kilometers

south of the city of Ismailia.
Significance: The Israeli failure must be attributed to Sharon's bull-

headed failure to maneuver adequately, and to lack of coordination between

his headquarters and higher-headquarters.

_ Sources: X.2; X.3.
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Jebel Geneifa, 19-21 October 1973

On 19 October Adan's Division attacked west and south to break out of

its west bank positions. Two of his -three brigades attacked abreast to the

west and then turned south, while the third brigade attacked directly south.

They were opposed by Egyptian units of the Third Army on the west bank of the

canal in the Third Army rear. At the end of the day (19 October) the leading

elements of Adan's Division had reached the northern edge of the Geneifa

Hills. Adan wanted to capture this hill mass as soon as possible so that

the Egyptians would not be able to organize it for defense.

Assisted by effective close air support Adan's Division on the second

day (20 October) was able to advance through the hill mass to the southern

edge. One of his battalions had reached the vicinity of the Sarag Road

(main Cairo-Suez road) but it was pulled back into the main position for .-*.

the night.

On the third day the division, reinforced by about two more battalions,

drove south of Asor and tried to cut the Sarag Read, which would cut off

the Third Army from Cairo. Two Egyptian brigades counterattacked and halted

the Israeli division short of its objective, the Sarag Road. However, long-

range Israeli tank and artillery fire was able to harass Egyptian traffic

on the road.
Meanwhile, Brigadier General Kalman Magen's division was cleaning up

bypassed pockets of resistance and then moving southwest. By evening of 20 '--

October Magen was 30 kilometers west of the Canal and within 100 kilometers

of Cairo.
Significance: Adan's division made significant gains, cut one

key east-west road, and disrupted the flow of traffic on another.

The capture of the Fayid road opened a direct line of commu•ications

to the Deversoir bridgehead and gave the Israelis an air strip for the

evacuation of wounded, flying in emergency supplies, and conducting

reconnaissance missions.

Sources: X. 2; X. 3.
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Shallufa 1, 22 October
Before dawn on 22 October General Adan, notified by General Gonen that ". a4

a ceasefire wbuld be in effect that evening, attacked south with two brigades

and southeastward from Fayid with his other brigade toward Cabrit, Shallufa,
and the canal. By mid-mtorning his two brigades in the south had secured the

Asor Road and had reached the Sarag (main Suez-CairoD) Road. By this time •-•

stiffening Egyptian resistance to south and east caused Adan to be concerened
about carrying out his mission. However, when Gonen ordered Magen to take

over Adan's positions along the roads, Adan was able in the early afternoon

to mount a tank "charge"' eastward toward the canal by these two brigades.

The result was a wild and confused battle with Israeli and Egyptian units
intermingled. When the ceasefire went into effect at 1852 Adan's units "';
controlled part of the gveen belt between Geneifa and Shallufa. One battalion

had reached the canal north of Shallufa, but had been driven back by Egyptian
counterattacks. Within the area there were a number of Egyptian units, still

effectively maintaining themselves. This situation was to cause trouble,. -

during later negotiations.
Significance: When the ceasefire went into effect at 1852 on 22 October, ,

the Israelis had failed to achieve the decisive results west of the canal

that they had hoped for. Although they had done severe damage to both the ,'
Second and Third Egyptian armies, both were still intact, and in communication

with Cairo. The Israelis undoubtedly believed they would benefit from a -

resumption of hostilities.

Sources: X.2; X.3.

t*-, .47. . ," .

2 1

4.: ,....• .-.

• , ~ ~...-.,:...,.
• , 3"%. • ..-

S, ." .,• , •.w• "•." .p .• • ,' • ., . • .,-." .' , , • .* ."'W .*%"". , . '.""• 'w "" ., ",* ", -- : "* •', % * •.'•''-% .' -'%,=*, * '-,. ,'• .. %,• at , ` ' .. " . a



THE 1973 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR (SUEZ F ):::.

Shallufa 11. 23-24 October 1973
Dumring the period 21-22 October Major General "Bran" Adan.... , .

received more reinforcments, mostly from the Syrian ront,, rushed

to him by helicopter and buses. Although he did not receive any .,,,

more military vehicles Man had captured a number of Egyptian APCs.
He combined his newly arrived reinforcemets with two battalions he

had received a few days earlier to form a brigade, placed these troops

nider the comtnd of his second in caruul, Brigadier General Dovic

Tamari, and equipped then with the Egyptian APCs. While his other
brigades attacked south toward Suez, Adan had Tuari's makeshift infantry

brigade and Colonel Baram's armored brigade map up north of Shallufa.
Despite strong resistance from elements of the Third Army,, Baram and

Tamri's forces neutralized Egyptian resistance in the Shallufa area ;
of the green belt by 24 October.

Sipnificance: Aden's offensive thrust had played an iuportwl .' "
part in isolating Suez and hence cutting off the Egyptian Third Army .
from contact with Egypt. .. .,

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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Suez, 23-24 October
Although Adan and Magen had secured the Geneifa Hills and the area north

to Deversoir, the intermingling of Adan's units with elements of the Egyptian

Third Army's 4th Armored and 6th Mechanized Divisions and other Third Army t "A

units, particularly in the green belt, made observance of the ceasefire

difficult, and its evasion easy. It is impossible to know what ogduvs Adan . .

received, but there is little doubt that the Israelis decided to take advantage

of the confusing situation by continuing their offensive toward Suez and the

Gulf of Suez.

Adan's Division had been strengthened with units from the east bank and "°; "-

the Syrian Front, and he combined these in a provisional mechanized brigade. %

He had two major tasks. One was to take -- or at least to isolate -- Suez;

and the other was to clear and secure the green belt area along the west bank

north of Suez. Adan decided to use two brigades to clear the green belt area

and two brigades in a drive directly toward Suez.

The units attacking toward Suez advanced with a brigade on the right,

west of the Havit Read, and one of the left between the road and the Sweetwater

Canal. Charging ahead as fast as possible against determined Egyptian resis- .
tance the brigades reached the outskirts of Suez by nightfall on the 23d of

October. One brigade had reached the Gulf of Suez at the old oil refinery

southwest of the town, thus completely isolating most of the Third Army from '. *.

Egypt to the west.
A second ceasefire was to go into effect on the 24th at 0700. In a pre- -

dawn radio conference, General Adan suggested that he could occupy Suez before

the ceasefire was effective. Gonen said, "Yes, if it's Beersheeba, no if it's

Stalingrad." When Adan encountered delays in preparing for the attack, Adan :-,..,

was told to move without waiting for his planned artillery preparation. Even

so, there is no question that the second ceasefire was already theoretically

in effect before Adan began his attack.

The Israelis encountered unexpectedly strong resistance and some infantry -..

units with little urban ccmbat experience became surrounded in the confused

fighting. The attack was decisively repulsed. During the night the surrounded

men were extricated, and by dawn of the 2Sth the ceasefire was again in effect

with the Israelis on the edge of town.
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Suez, 23-24 October (Continued)-

Unfi m The Israelis' failure cmn only be partially explaitned by
their surprise at thd effoctiveoss d d&termination of the Egyptian defene.

Lack of coordination betmeen Southern Comend ad AdaM's d t , aid
a faulty estimate of the situation by AdMn, were also responsible.

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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Adabiya, 23/24 October
Brigadier General [almn Magen's Division (fom.rly Mendler's) cvossed

into the Israeli west bank bridgehead during the night of 18/19 October. His W

mission during the following four days was to protect the right flank aid
rear of AdMn's offensive toward Suez, and to map up by-passed areas of
resistance behind Adan.

Shortly before noon on 22 October Magfen was ordered to take over fron•,..
Ada the area where had cut the mmn Suez-Cairo Road to permit Ada to

drive eastward toward the canal in the Cabrit-Shallufa area. Meeting *:.*..'...

relatively little resistance, by nightfall MWgen held auch of the area
between Suez and Jebel Ataka.

In the morning of the 23d, after the breakdown of the ceasefire, Mgegn
was ordered to continue his drive southward, to reach the Galf of Suez rma :..o.w..
Adabiya and Ras (Point) Adabiya. Beginning shortly after noon, two of fmten's

brigades dashed southward about 4S kiloneters, against sporadic but ineffective
resistance, reaching Ras Adabiya shortly after midnight on the 24th. At
daun the Israelis seized Adabiya, again mnointering ineffective resistance.

Slign~ificanme: By reaching the Red Sea south of Suez, Mg had completely , •
isolated the bulk of the Egyptian Third Army frow its comider, and from all

the rest of Egypt.
Sources: X.2; X.3.,,
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On 6 October 1973 three reinforced divisions of the Syrian Army attacked
Israeli defenses along a 6S-kilometer ftont on the eastern ede of the Golan
Heights. The Syrian plan of attack provided for an initial double break-

through attmpt by the two flank divisions, the 7th Division on the north aad
the 5th Division on the south. Between thim, the 9th Division had the liilted
maission of adacn south of Junwltra to seize a line of hills southnst of

the city to cut the Israeli lateral communications, road, and then remain as a ''',';

pivot for the two flank divisions making the main effort.
Troops of the Israeli MSth (Barak) Armored brigade were deployed in frotmt'"":"

line defenses along the Golan tHights, Units of the 7th Armored Brgd were

in reserve positions on the heights. Shrtly after the Syrian attack began
the cmmnder of the Golan Defense Force, Brigadier Geral Rafael Elto
assigned responsibility for the area from Meitra to the south to Colonel
Yitzhak Ban Mohma, commnding the 188th Brigade. Klneitra, and the area to
the north, were assigned to Colonel Avig~r Ben Gal, coiniadizg the 7th Brigade.
A battalion of the l8th north of Kuneitra was transferred to Ben Gal. One
battalion of the 7th was placed in Commnd reserve. There were no Israeli
troops in MLmitra, which s an abandoned ghost ton.

At 1405 on 6 October, after an intense hour-long air and artillery bombard- -N
ment, the 9th Division attacked. After saie initial confusion due to the leading
coltam's poor road discipline, units of the division broke through the line of
Israeli strong points northwest and west of Kudna. Farther north the 9th

Divison's right-wing brigade was stopped in its advance toward Kuneitra by .-

elements of the Israeli 7th Armored Brigade. However, other elements of the
division reached their assigned objectives.

On 7 October the Israeli defenses around Kuneitra still held. Israeli
reinforcemets moved up to the front to help contain the Syrian attack. By .'
the end of the day, the hard pressed Israelis had stopped the Syrian 9th
Division's attack everywhere around Iudna. The Israeli situation remained 21

precarious, with Syrian armored reinforcements pouring into the gaps in the
Israeli lines south of Kudna and in the southern Golan Heights.

Significance: The successfunl Israeli defense of Kuneitra denied this
important communications center to the Syrian 9th Division.

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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AMam ah, 6-7 October 1973 -

At 140S on 6 October 1973d Syrian 7th Division attacke near bmedi
as the aort pzn of a three-proge attack to reoe all or mout of th

Golm H6ghts occupied by the Israelis drin the 1967 War. lebst of the Israeli ': ,
7th Armored Brigade ws in reserve positions around the town of Nafekh.

The 4th Battalion of the Israeli 188th Brigade bore the brunt of the initial
Syrian attack between Mtnt Hermnit on the north and a hill nicknmd "B1oster"' ilk

on the south, which overlooked a small valley just west of the Purple Line, the -
eastern bowioary of the Golan. Som after the attack bean the brigade was
placed under the cud of the Brigade cmmnder, Colonel Anigdor Ben GI.
Other Units of the 7th Brigade were ccmitted beside the 4th Battalion. ,

Be se of the danger of a Syrian breakthrough on the southern Golan Heights, '
Colonel Ban Gal was ordered to transfer one of his battalions to reinforce this
threatened sector. ..AZ

The Syrians lacked road discipline, and engineer vehicles required for

bridging an Israeli antitank ditch were delayed in a traffic jam. Wder
effective Israeli tank fire, Syrian losses mounted, but bridges were finally

laid over the ditch. Once across, the Syrian armor was still subjected to
devastating fire from Israeli tanks hull-doa in prepared rmps on the dminating
high growd. By nightfall, Syrian infentry wes d• g in on an earthen mbarkmt
adjacent to the antitank ditch.

The battle continued through the night. Although the Syriains were better
equipped with night vision devices than the Israelis, they were unable to push
through the valley to high groumd, even with intensive artillery support. By
the morning of 7 October numrous Syrian tanks were scattered -- dmaged and
abandoned -- throughout the valley...

At 0800 on 7 October the Syrians renewed their attack against the 7th

Brigade. Again, a tenacious Israeli defense stopped the Syrian attack. That
night, newly committed Syrian Tanks infiltrated Israeli positions but were .. -..'.

halted in a desperate battle as Syrian losses continued to rise.

Significance: Colonel Ben Gal's brigade was able to halt the opening
Syrian attack because of superior combat effectiveness and the dominating
positions it held. The 7th Brigade's successful defense helped to alleviate the
danger the Israelis faced during the first two days of the Syrian attack, but ."..ii it by no means eliminated the chances of an Israeli disaster.

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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.Wld, 6/7 Octoe.r 1973
The Syrian Sth Infantry Division,. reinforced by an armored brigade,

attacked west on the southern flank of the Syrian front on the afternoon of

6 October. Like the divisions to the north, the Sth bypassed Israeli strMg-
points on and behind the Purple Line. This division moved in good order on
terrain that was easier for armor and less favorable for defuise. The Israeli
defenders were frm -the 188th Armored and Golad Infantry brigades. In spite
of the more favorable attack cnditions, the Syrians were held up all after-
noo by vigorous and repeated Israeli counterattacks. After nightfll1, however,
the 5th Division umde a clea breakthrovh and famed out in three coluins.
One column n~ved northwest along the TAP Line and then turned west toward
Yehudia and the Arik Bridge. Anhther colum struck south down the road from
Rufid toward El Al, and the third drove westward from Ramt MWgshiinl.

By morning on the 7th of October the northern column had advanced about
10 kilmeters, while the others were between Rmt tSgshiniu and El Al and
west of Juhader. The 188th, or Barak Brigade as it was called, had had an

almost impossible task with only 90 tanks to cover a front of 40 kilometers.
By noon of 7 October the brigade was virtually destroyed as an effective
fighting force.

Siznifimnce: The 5th Division's breakthrough put Syrian forces

,:. within sight of the Sea of Galilee and the Jordan Rive on 7 October. "
Only the piecemal arrival of Israeli reiforcesents prevented the
coMplete collapse of the rmmnts of the Bank Brigade. On the right
wing of the 5th Division, the way was open for the Syian 1st Armored
Division to exploit the Syrian penetration and continue the drive to
the Jordan River.

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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Yehudia-El Al. 7/8 October 1973 * 4

By early afternoon of 7 October 1973, the second day of the Syrian offensive

on the Golan Heights, the Syrian Sth Infantry Division threatened to break

through Israeli positions in the southern Golan and drive to the Jordan River.

The Israeli 188th Brigade was no longer an effecitve fighting force, and the Oe

entire Israeli defense on the Golan was critically endangered. About this time,

the 1st Syrian Amored Division was being cmitted on the right of the Sth

Infantry Division as a secondecholon unit exploiting the Syrian breakthrough.

However, elements of the Israeli 240th (Reserve) Armored Division under -

Major General Dan Laner had been mobilized and began to arrive at the front

on the morning of 7 October. Laner committed his units piecemeal to block

the path of the Syrian 8th Division. Operating with the remnants of the

188th Brigade, Laner's armor held a last-ditch defensive line an the western

edge of the Golan Heights. Determined assaults by units of the Syrian 1st

Armored and 5th Infantry divisions failed to break through. By the evening

of 7 October, the Syrian attack had been halted, with heavy losses and an

increasing shortage of supplies and reinforcements.

SOn 8 October, Laner's troops took the initiative and began to drive

eastward. On the right of Laner's units, Major General Mobshe Peled's 146th

(Reserve) Armored Division deployed to support the coututerattack in the 'a' -. •

southern Golan.

Significance:' A comination of tenacious defunseby the shattered 188th
Brigade and quick mobilization and intervention by Laner's division prevented

a major Syrian victory on the southern Golan Heights.

Source" X.2; X.3. """'"''" -
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16fekh, 7/8 October 1973 .":,.'

Or 7 October 1973, the secod day of the Syrian offensive on the
Golan Highs the Syia lst Armre Diiso wa 5%te ewe

the left of the 9th Division and the right of the Sth Division. These
t infantry units had /. ubstantial penetrations Into the Israeli
defenses un 6 October, an the 1st Armred Division ws to tploit their
success arn advance to the Jordan River.

On 7 October, tin lst Armored Division penetrated to the Israeli
comind center at N!qekh. There a uind forced of Israeli units
delayed the lead elemets of the 1st Armored Division until tanfs of
the Israeli 79th Armored Brigade arrived from the southwest. A fierce
armored battle ensued and lasted through the rmainig hours of daylight.
By dark the Hafekh posititm had been secured by the Israelis. Colonel
Uri Or, cmmnding the 79th Arored Brigade, was then able to said
elements of his brig•e northeast toward Muneitra, to take positions ...

on the right of the heavily engaged Israeli 7th Armred Brigade.
On the following day, the Israelis seized the initiative in the

central and southern Golan. Or's brigade, on the right wing of Brigadier
Genral Rafael Eitan's 36th eclhanized Division, drove east from NfWekh .. "
towrd Ein Zivan, Simlinia, and Rmtania. This advance ms coordinated
with movements of other Israeli umits to the south and ended the danger. .

of n Syrian breakout to the Jordan River.
Significance: The Syrian 1st Armored Division's spearhead wa -. ,:

stopped at Naefed, and the threat of a Syrian breakthrough in this
sector was ended. The Israelis gained the initiative.

Source: X.2; X.3. .
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Tel Faris. 8-10 October 1973
At 1400 on 8 October 1973, the Israeli 146th Armored Division comanded

by Major General Mashe Poled, joined the Israeli counteroffensive in the extreme

southern sector of the Golan Heights, the 14th and 19th brigades on the division's

left and the 20th Brigade to the southeast on the main northward road through El "-.,.' '

Al. As the Israeli advance gained groumd, the 146th Arvored Division's right

wing and the left wing of Major General Dan Laner's 240th Armored Division -.
threatened to envelop the Syrian Sth Division. The cnondw r of the Sth .. ,....-..,

Division, Brigadier General Ali Aslan, withdrew his faorces and formed:_"___..
a defensive line farther east. By evening the 146th Armored Division's
leading elments were attacking a Syrian antitank defense ama south of ., .
the high ground at Tel Faris. '" '"

On 9 October, the 146th Armored Division continued to advance and :.:.:'
in the process relieved most of the beleaguered Israeli strongpoints
in the southern Golan, including the fortifications on Tel Paris that -

had been bypassed by the Syrians in the first two days of their offensive.
By evening, after stopping several fierce Syrian counterattacks, the 146th :

Armored Division had reached the original boundary line on the eastern
edge of the Golan Heights and advanced betond in several places. The
next day, one of the division's brigades cooperated with Major Geneal"

Laner's division in encircling and destroying the riniants of two
Syrian brigades near ushniyah. [ --

Significance: By late on 10 October, the Israeli couteroffensive
had recaptured most of the ground taken by the Syrians during the first
two days of their offensive. Israeli forces were now poised for an ..-.

advance on to the Damscus Plain.

Source: X.2; X.3.
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Hushniyah, 8-10 October 1973
By the morning of 8 October 1973, the Israelis had seized the initiative

in the central and southern Golan Heights. Colonel Ran Sarig's 17th Armored :*
Brigade of the Israeli 240th Armored Division comnenced driving toward
FAHshniyah, in coordination with the 79th Armored Brigade, the right wing
unit of the 36th Mechanized Division, to the north, and with newly-arrived
units of the 146th Armored Division to the south. A final effort by the

Syrian 1st Armored Division to take Nafekh was stopped, and after a day
of intense fighting, the 17th Armored Brigade reached the Trans-Arabian
Pipeline west of Hushniyah.

On 9 October, 240th Armored Division units reached the old ceasefire

line in the vicinity of Tel Hazeika, captured Ramtania, and reached Hushniyah.
Progress was slow all along the front, and the Syrians counterattacked
frequently. On 10 October, with the caOntient of the reconstituted
Israeli 7th Armored Brigade on the northern Golan, the Israeli advance ..7

continued, and one brigade of the 146th Armored Division assisted the 240th
Armored Division units in encircling and destroying the remants of two
Syrian brigades near Hushniyah.

Significance: By 10 October most of the ground captured by the Syrians
in their offensive had been retaken by Israeli counterattacks. In the central
Golan the 240th Armored Division was at the Purple Line, the ceasefire line
established after the 1967 Arab-Israeli War and was poised to strike
eastward into the Damascus Plain.

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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Mount Hermonit, 8-9 October 1973

Late in the afternoon of 8 October the Syrian 7th Division commander,

Brigadier General Onar Abrash, pulled back the depleted units of his first

echelon and committed his second echelon. At dusk as he was preparing to "

attack with his armor he was killed in his tank and the attack postponed until

morning. Shortly after dawn on 9 October the attack commenced, and supported

by a heavy artillery concentration, the division moved ahead. By 0900 its

tanks had reached the saddle between Nbunt Hemonit and Tel el Mekhafi. A

paratroop battalion was landed in helicopters a few kilometers to the northwest.
Under intense artillery fire, and threatened with envelopmuent, the remaining
elements of the Israeli 7thAnioredBrigade began to fall back. However,

Brigadier General Rafael Eitan, the division commander, sent reinforcement,

the remnants of the 188th Brigade -- about one battalion strong. At the

sae time word came by radio from one of the bypassed Israeli strongholds
near Ahmadiyeh that the Syrians were starting to pull back.

The Syrians and Israelis had fotght each other to a standstill on tmtount
Hermonit, but the superior training of the Israeli regulars, combined with L

the death of General Abrash, turned the tide in favor of the Israelis. By-,

evening the Syrians had been driven back to the vicinity of the Purple Line.
Significance: The tenacious defense by the renmants of the Israeli Z

7th Brigade held the Syrian 7th Division until Israeli reinforcements
arrived and stabilized the situation.

Source: X.2; X.3. ::,::,
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tbmbt Hermon I,_8 October 1973.
In October 1973, the Israeli observation post on the southern part

of ?bmt Hermon contained highly sensitive electronics surveillance
equipment used to gather intelligence on the Syrian forces opposite

the Golan Heights. From the observation post portions of Lebanon,

Syria, and Israel are visible, and Syrian defenses facing Israeli

positions on the Golan were carefully watched. On 6 October, at the outset
of the general Syrian offensive, a Syrian comhmndo raid captured the

lightly defended post, driving out or killing the defenders and
immediately establishing defensive positions to repulse Israeli
counterattacks.

The threat of a Syrian breakthrough on the Golan Heights precluded

an Israeli counterattack on 7 October, but on the following day an ,-.

attempt was made to retake the position. Elements of the crack Golani

Brigade attacked up the mountain against Syrian prepared defenses. ,

Anticipating an attack, the Syrians threw back the Golani troops and

allowed no gains. For the time being, the Israeli observation post

and its excellent view of the Golan remained in Syrian bands.

S The Syrian defeat of the Golani Brigade's counterattack
allowed them to retain control of the important Israeli observation post

on Mount Hermmn. .- " ;

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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Tel Shams, 11-13 October 1973
On 11 October at 1100 Eitan's Division advanced across the Purple Line -".

into the Syrian defensive positions, on the left of a two division Israeli

offensive. (Laner's Division was on the right; Peled's Division conducted

local holding attacks further south.) Eitan's Division attacked with two
brigades abreast: the northerly axis was along the foothills of Motmt Hermon

toward Hader and Nazrat Beit Jan, and the southerly brigade drove due east

through Jubat and Hales toward Tel Shams. The Israelis were opposed by the
Syrian 7th Infantry Division, reinforced with a tank brigade, and with a
N.roccan brigade on its right. By late afternoon both Israeli spearheads had

broken through the resistance to their immediate front but were being vigor-

ously counterattacked. The Israelis had hoped that the Syrians, as they had
done in 1967, would break and run, but they were soon disappointed as the 7th S...

Infantry Division fought with determination, taking a toll of Israeli anlr

with their Saggers and RPG-7s.

MeanMile the 3d Syrian Armored Division moved back into the previously-
prepared Saassaa defensive line southwest of Damascus. This division, which

had not been committed in the first five days of the battle, was fresh and

battleworthy. When the Israeli advance reached the Saassaa line on the 12th

and 13th of October, it was halted by these fresh troops. After heavy fighting

the Israelis finally took Tel Shams on the night of 13/14 October, and ended .""

their offensive.

Significance: The Israeli. effort to drive to Damascus penetrated

the Syrian defenses, but the Israelis had not achieved a breakthrough

by 13 October.

Sources: X.2; X.3.
0
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Tel Shear, 11-12 October 1973
on the morning of 11 October Israeli Major General Dan Lanr's 240th

Armored Division attacked eastward from the town of Kueitra along the main

Dumscus road. Laner's mission was to aid in the attept to break through
Syrian defenses southwest of Dmiscus and support Brigadier General Raphael

Eitan's 36th Mechanized Division on his left flank, prepared to follow

Eitan's advance.
Using the 17th Armored Brigade as a spearhead, with the 79th Armored

Brigade providing covering fire, the 240th Armored Division attacked two hours
after the 36th Mechanized Division began its offensive. The 17th Brigade

was almost immediately held up by detemined Syrian resistance and lost a
nmuber of tanks. But reserve units of the brigade were cmamitted, and the ."'.. -.

Israelis broke through to the crossroads at Khan Arnaba. The 79th Brigade

proceeded to the northeast and the 19th Brigade to the southeast and the high

ground at Tel Shaar against stiff resistance.

The division contimued its advance eastward the next morning. At Nasej, .

elements of the division swung northward to envelop the strong Syrian defenses

in front of Saassaa where the Syrian 3d Armored Division was holding up the

advance units of the 36th Mechamized Division. From the daminating height
of Tel Shaar, Laner observed that arrival of elements of an Iraqi armored
division on his Division's right flank. Anticipating an Iraqi counterattack, " .

he deployed his units to meet the Iraqi threat from the south.
But the Iraqi tanks did not counterattack. Nevertheless, their unexpected

appearance disrupted Israeli plans and forced Laner to cut short his drive to -. :

the north and redeploy his division to fight the Iraqi armor.
Significance: Determined Syrian resistance slowed the Israeli attack;

the fortuitous arrival of Iraqi armor, though not part of a planned Arab
counteroffensive, forced the Israelis to change their plan of action.

Source: X.2; X.3. .-.-L -
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Tel el Hara. 13 October 1973

On 12 October, while Iwbior General Don Laner's 240th AuTyed
Division attacked northeast on the right wing of the Israeli counter-
offensive into Syria, he discovered that Iraqi aznred ui~uts-..hac arrived
south of his division's axis of aftance. He called off the attack, and

dpreparations to meet an Iraqi attack. However, the traqis, failing .,1.

to detect the Israelis, remained unware that they won in a favorable

position to strike the 240th Division's flank. Halting late an 12

October, they inadvertently permitted Laner to deploy his uwits in a
hastily prepared ambush. Deploying his three brigages in a bet-like

formation facing generally east, leaving only light covering forces

to contain the Syrians in the Saassaa line.
At dawn on 13 October, the Iraqis renewed their approach, driving

straight into the Israeli trap, uwniare that the tanks and artillery

of the entire 240th Azrred Division were awaiting them. The sigal - -

to open fire wws given by tanks of the 19th Armored Brigade .on the
northern side of the ambush, as Iraqi tanks came within 200 voters of'
than. In a few aimites, many Iraqi tanks, mest. of them frm the 8th

Mechanized Brigade, were destroyed, and the Iraqi units were in disorder.

Israeli casualties in this one-sided engagement were very low.
SAnificance: Although the Iraqis had suffered a devastatl :.-....

tactical defeat at the hands of General lmer's division, their presence

at the front allowed the Syrians to shift units to the Syrian defensive

sector to the north and forced Laner to suspend his enveloping attack

against Syrian positions at Saassaa.

Source: X.2; X.3.
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7M1 1973 ADAB-ISAMLI WAR (GO" FAMMf).**.

Xfar sho-Th1 Amur, is Ocftb 1973 '

By the evening of 13 October,. the Israeli cowteraffensive an the
Damascus Plain had reached its farthest advues. 9nl1 actlias during
the nut few days moosd uimblw imin in the line armud *maseaga
but neither side achieved a br akthr* Oni 14 October , tdo
Jordanian 40th Atur~ed Brigad entered the fruit line apinst the
southern shotlder of the Israeli salient, beftien the Iraqi Third
Aime Division and the Syrian 9th Infantry Division defendgagin stg.
the Israeli righ. Oni 15 Oc tobe, ey9th Iraqi 3d Ax= ed Division was
preparing for a major cwerttc sit of [far Shme early the
following morning. 1?ie Israelis noted the Iraqi prmmii. and-
at 1600 an 15 October,, *jar Gneral Da Loear lmhe~d his 240th

~~ Aurmed Division in a limited spoiling attack against the Iraqis,
making a wide arrelopmnt of their right flank, driving them off the
high gromnd an Tel Mitar, and forcing than to withdaw about five

Siswificaace: The preWtive attack by the Israeli 240th Armoed
Brigade disrupted the offensive preaais of the Iraqi 3d Atwored
Division,, and resulted in its being unable to attack with the other
Arab units the following day. '-

tz' Source: X.2; X.3.
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N". 16 October 1973

Oni 14 October, the Jordanimin 40th Armored Brigade entered the front ilines
against the south fac of the Israeli salient that jutted onto the Doomsu
Plain east of the Golan Heights. 11e Jordanian wore positioned between
the Iraqi 3d Armored Division an the right aid the Syrian 9th infantry Division
on the left. Colonel Haled Hajhouj el tbkjalis, commner of the 40th Armored£ Brigade (Who wins an that day promoted to brigadier) was placed under the comman
of teIraqi 3dDivision commoer, Brigader General Lafta,.

O-

Ona 15 Or-taobr, Lefta was ordered by the Syrian Chaief of Staff. tbjor K"
Goneral Yousaef Qakkour. to plan for a mejor cwounterattack an the following
morning which Mzld include the 40th Armored Brigade. Thew Israelis noted the
Iraqi preparations and la=4W a limited spoiling attack against the Iraqis,
forcing thems to withdraw about five kilometers.

As scheduled, the Jordanimis, plus an attached Saudi Arabian otngn,*
and a Syrian brigade near th 3utme, attacked at 0500 on 16 October, only toI ~discover that the Iraqis were not takin part. Thle attachers failed to gain mW
ground aid by 0900 withdrew after suffering moerate losses. At about 1000 tie

Iraqis belatedly began their counterattack and were stopped lImmdiately by the
waiting Israelis. 1k few hours later the 40th Armored Brigade was detached
from tim Iraqi division and placed under the Syrian 9th Division.

Significance: Lack of coordination mog the Arab units participating
in the 16 October counterattack contributed to the failure of the action. The
Israelis detected Arab preparations and were well prepared. Their readiness
helped to vent any Arab penetrations of the Israeli line.

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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I Armb CI-m! 1 t 1 as ive• 19 October 1973

Oi 17 uid 18 October, for the first tine since the 1973 October War began,
there ms s lull all along the Syrian front. The Israelis took advantage of
this lull to send kjor Gooral Mtsho Poled's 146th Armord Division to relieve _"

*Jajr General Dom Loner's fatigued 240th Armored Division an the eastern und
southern faces of the Isreeli salient an the Damascus Plain. Several battalions
fom all three Israeli divisions on the Syrian front were shifted south to the

Sinai.
On 19 October the Syrian front again eruptod into considerable activity

with a series of Arab cmoterattacks. The principal Arab effort was against
the south face of the Israeli salient, with Iraqi, Jordanian, ind Syrian
forces taki part. There was little coordination, homwver, between these
individual attacks, and the Israelis hbd little trouble in beating thu. back -

despite the fact that som. units had been pulled aut to go to the Sinai front.
Late on the previous day the Israelis had occupied Us hutre; on 19 October
they conolidated their hold on this tom.

Slimificeaco: The Israelis had settled into prear• d defensive positions .-
and beat back all Arab counterattacks. Lacking coordination, the pimemal 1h .F

attack of 19 October failed to paentrate Israeli positions.

Sources: X.2; X.3.
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M'mt Hszm ZIA 21 October 1973

Th Israeli obsrtio post on 1Mbmt Hermon had been seized by the Syrian

in a halibornm a grmu assault an 6 October 1973, the first day of the

Syrian Golan offensive. On 21 October, the observation post was still in y
* Syrian hands. defumsde by troops of a paratroop brigade wdho had improved the

fortified positions on the high ground. An Israeli attempt to retake the :%

position m 8 October hod failed. N "

Oni 21 October, the Israeli 1st Infantry (Golani) Brigade attemted once
again to retak the taout Hemion observation post in a o~lmd graond ad , ,.

helicopter assualt. The effort failed, man at 1600, as the Israelis were.. -

Pulling back, they wre hit by Syrian fighter-bombers. Imediately, waiting*Israei fighters swept in to meet the attackers, and an air battle broke out

over Mount Harmon."r,':•:.,...,

Signiftcane: Despite the Golani Brigade's efforts, the Mkuat Hewn obser- -

vation post still remained in Syrian hands at the end of 21 October. With .',

a UK-imposed ceasefire expected, it ws crucial for the Israelis to capture

the position to retain its c view of the Golan Heights before cease-

fire lines were dramn up. One mre attempt at recapture ws plai-.d for the

fOblOwing day.

Sources: X.2; X. 3.
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1~mt Ih~111,I 22 October 1973
On 21 October, after an -a~esu Israeli attemt to retake the

Imut Merm observation post an the northemn Wluk Ibights. Syrian4

brigsi defending an 1Mout HN ma. On 22 October the Israelis launched

another comined ground and hlcpe assault. 7 his was a larger and
better planned attack tha tlmt of the previous day, involving not only
the let Infamty (Golani) Dr isaI' but also, an airdrop of ant of the[ 31st Paratroop Brigade.

Mile the Golani Brigade attacked the fowme Israeli observation

post$ the paaroopers mob a surprise dro bedide the Syrion observation

post, higher up on the ridge and close to the sumit of Mihat Hierm.

lim Syrians, recognizing the threat to their position, attemted a

helibarm counterattack against the Israeli partropes. bsrS

after three large helicopters were shot downg they called off the effor.

The Israeli prtroopers than quickly overan andl secured the
Syrian position win egn to moe dwui the ridge to assist the Golani
Brigade. 'Jhm Golani units,, advancing on the groanl and by helicopter,,

had already surrounded their former observation post and were beginning

a final assault. Ti~s attack was successful, and between 1930 andi 2000

the Israelis secured their old observation post. -

Significance: noi Israelis retook their observation post On *bMt

leimp i - fer the sche~dued UN ceasefire.
Somre: X. 2; X. 3. 4.~j
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