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i Foreword
. * This is s tentative study of the gas exparience of
the 33rd Division Along the Muuse during World War I.
Thias study is not presented as a definitive and official
history, but is reproduced for current reference use
within the Military Establishment pending the publica-
tion of an approved history. —

The author was assisted in his research by Mr. Guy

Fo Goodfellow and Mrs. Charlotte M. Bolin.

Note to Reeders Commente and suggestions relative

to accuracy and adequacy of treatment are invited, and
mey be transmitted to the Chief, U.§. Army Chemiocal Corps
Historical Office, Army Chemical Center, Maryland.
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THE 33rd DIVISION ALONG THE MEUSH
. OCTOBER 1918

On the first day of the Meuse-Argomne offensive, Bullard's III Corps,
slong the Meuse, was to sdvance to a position sbove Brieulles-sur-Meuse.
On the second dey the corps was to oross the river and outflank the enemy
artillery end observetion positions on the heights east of the Meuae.

When the left and center of IXII Corps delayed halfway tc the Army
Objeotive on the first cday, the enomy recovered from his flight and from
supserior positions on both sides of the Meuse stopped the advanoe of III
Corps before Brieulles with deadly sccurate artillery and machine gun

fire and with gaso

For elmost two weeks, under ceaseless harassing fire with HE and gas,
the 33rd Division, on the right flank of III Corps, held its positioms
along the Meuse. On 8 October it split its forces and orossed the river
in an effort to take the heights by frontal assault. Weakened by the gas
casualties suffered west of the Meuse, the division was in nec condition to
undertake such an assault. Both east end west of the Meuss there were to
be almost twice as many gas casualtiss and HE casvalties. In the opinion

of one of the division medical officers, “svery officer snd man in the

Division, working with combat battalions end in other organizations opera-
tingooonear the front, was gassed to =ome degree during the operations

along the Meuse river.*!

1

Rpt, Mediocal Officer, 123rd MG Bn, in Med Hist of the 33rd Div, p.
26 (Med Dept Box 3704, fol 1).
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Despite, or, poasibly benause of, th» levol of gas discipline thai asems
to have been maintained in the division, and the deep oconcern for gas die-
cipline by the highsr command, it was gas mask exhaustion as much as battle
exhzustion that wore out the division. This is the study of a division that

o ————————si

wus gassed incesssantly until it broke dowa.

Gas Discipline

The 33ra Division, known from its insignia as the Yellow (ross Division,
was organized at Ceamp Logan, Texas, in August 1917 from Illinois National
Guard units brought up from duty slong the Rio Grende. The division com-

prised the 129th and 130th Regiments, 65th Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Edward

L. King; the 1Jlst and 132nd Regiments, 66th Brigade, under Brig. Geno Paul

Lo Wolf; the 58th FA Brigade (which did not join the division in Franee until

after the war); and machine gun, engineer, signal, and sanitary train ocom~

ponentso In command of the division wes Maj. Geén. George Bell, Jr., “known

to the whole Regular Army as perhaps the most exacting inspector general

that was ever in 1t°'2

By February 1918 the customary administrative and persomnel difficulties
of organization had been sufficiently resolved to begin intensive tralning
and schooling of the division, during which "the infantry was given tours of
4 duty in a system of trenches and was subjected to gas attacks arranged by

the British and French instructors to simulate as 3losely as possibls actual

2
Maj. Gen, Rohert L. Bullard, Peraonalities and Reminiscenses of the War
\ (New York, 1926), po 268.

-




battle conditions of the Allied western front."d

In April the division received over 7,000 recruits, to bring it up to
strength, and a month later sailed for France., Moving to its training area
near Abbeville, the 33rd Division began the progiram of retraeining prescribed
by GHQ AEF, under the eye of the Fourth British Army, and on 4 July, much
ageinst the wishes of Pershing, four companies of the 131st and 132nd In-
fantry participated with Aust.alian troops in a minor operstion against the
town of Hamel, east of Amiens. Un 9 August, the entire 13lst Infantry took
part in a British operation in the Somme valley. In a two-day battle for

bresgsaire Wood, the 13lst lost 385 officers and men, and another 370 casual-

ties were suffered in the week that followed as the 13lsi held the weod
against almost continuous HE and gas firs.?

On 23 August, the division left the British front for the Toul sector
for final Lrigade aud division waaeuvers, uad was joined there by the artil-
lery that was to serve it in the coming campeign, the 52nd FA Brigade (27th
Division), under Brig. Gen. George A. Wingate. Two weels later the division

$ was placed under the XVII French Corps, 8Second French Army, snd outered

k]

Frederic Lo Huldexoper, The History of the 33rd Division, A-E.F.
(springfield, 1921), I, 21. The History by the Divisfion Adjutant, comprises
! four volumes in the series, Illinols In the World War, the firat volume of
4 Vo which is the narrative history., The documentation Is ocomplete, but the his-
tory is singularly devoid of any opinion or judgment. Nowhsre in the history
is the Division Gas Officer, lst Lt. Wo E. Vawter, mentioned, nor does any
record of his appear among the doouments,

» 4

’ History, I, 30, 35 - 49; Col J. Bo Sanborn, CO 131st Inf, Rpt on Opns
of 8 = 10 Aug, 18 Aug (33rd Div Box 17, 20.1), 80Is, 13lst Inf, 10 - 19

Aug (same file) indioats that phosgene and/or mustard gas was firad on 131st

Inf positions on every one of those days.
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the line slong Hill J04-Mort Homms-Cumieres, northwest of Verdun, completing

the relief of the French unite on the morning of 10 September (Map No. 1),
Whether »<r not it was the Gressaire Wood experience that alsrted the i

division, the 33rd, on coming into the line, had a highly gas~conscious occm~

mand .

We are now in the gas zone area....Every possible precaution will be taken

rogarding gaso The Division Commander directs and insists upon strict com-

pliance with his directive that ga: officers and NCO’s be used for nc other

purpose except for gas instruction and enforcemant of gas regulations.

The 13Znd Infaniry acted promptly in the case of a breach of gas disciplines

It has been observed that men attached to transport and supply companies are

very careless about their helmets and respirators....Battalion, compsny and

platoon commanders will begin at once & thorough inspection of their sectors

to see ghat steol helmets and gas respirators are worn et all times by all
troops.

This concern was also svident in an incident that occurred oan the afternoon
of 13 September. During a gas mask inspection of Battery D, 106th FA, a
number of men from the 3rd Battalion, 13lst Infantry, the veterans of
Gressaire Wood, stocd around and made remarks "to the effect that gas was a
joke and, having been under fire several times; they were wise enough now
] not to tother carrying maskso On num:rous other ocoasions they [haé] laughed
and attempted to make fun of tho artillerymen wearing maskso."

The incident was reported by the battery communder as detrimental to gas
discipline, and ten indorsements on his letter indiceted that the matter was

1 f not taken lightly. For one week, ell companies of the 3Ird Battalion were

)

: FOs 32 and 33, 132nd Inf, 7 and 9 Sep (33rd Div Box 20, 32.1). Such

f carelussness in discipline hed been general throughout the division earlier,
’ | Ses ltr Col Eo D. Ardery, CGO II Corps to Asst Cof§ G - 3, 24 Jul, subs Gas
Tng in 33rd Div (33rd Div Box 11, 55).
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given an extra hour of gas mask drill daily and had read to them at each as-
sembly a letter from the 13lst Infantry ocomuwandser desoribing the orffense and
closing with the warning that

A continuation of thie spirit will result sooner or later in a large number
of ocasualties in your organization, when in action or subject to gas attacks,

and the fact cannot be impressed too strongly upon every man that his life
depends upon striot oconformity to orders governing gas defense.

On the third day of the St. Mihiel operation, the 33rd Division and the !
79th to its left passed to the command of Bullard®s IIl1 Corps, and prepara-
tions began for the coming Meuse-Argonne offensive. During this period,

®*utmost stress was laid upon the absolute necsssity for every precaution

against hostile aerial observation and gas attackso"’ Stress was also laid
upon. the necessity for quiet and a minimum cof movamént, to oonceal the in-
tensive preparations being made just behind the f{ront lines for the ooming
aasszult. A memo from the 65th Brigade commsnder tr division headquarters
reported an outbresk nearbys

We have received very strict orders fror your office to ksep quiet, out or
sight, and do sverythirg possible to prevent the enemy from thinking any-

i body 1s here. The 79th on my left is raising r=ll -~ machine guns, rifle
' fire, grenades, and heaven knows what. My only hope is that they are deing
. so much the boche will reslize they are a rookie outfit and not pay any at-

tention to it, but can't you do something to get it stopped?® !

6
. Ltr, CO Bty D 106th FA to CO 106th FA, 13 Sep, subs Gas Disc of Inf,
and 10 Inds (33rd Div Box 46, 400.73).

7
Histgizp I, 5B =~ b%.

Memo, Brig Gen King to Cof§ 33rd Div, 18 Sep ‘33rd Miv Box 13, 32.15).
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Fortunately, as the divigion history said, most of the week "was marked by
bad weatherc.. [éné] the comparative supineness of the enemy artillery."
On 19 September, a four-page treining oircular on gas defense, with

particular emphasis on mustard gas, was distributed throughout the dlvision.

This oiroular, which was the firat issued by the division to order temporary

evacuation of positions contaminated with mustard ges to slternste posi-
tions, "superseded all gas training oirculers up to that date."? The divi-
sion was to have need for all the gas discipline it could nustérg for it
was to be under gas etteck every day it spent along the meuse.

On the night of 21 - 22 September, the 4th and 80th Divisions were in-
soerted between the 79*h and 33rd, and on 24 September the division received

the order for the attack.

Plan of Attack

The First Army plan was to attack in the direction of Buzancy and
Stonne, with III Corps (including the 33rd Division) on the right msintain-
ing liaison with Claudel®s AVII ¥Frensa Corps, holding fast east of the
Meuse, and with { Corps on the far left keeping in touch with the advance eof
Mangin’s Fourth French Army.

The migsion of III Corps was to advance across the Ruisseau de Forges

(Forges Brook) north to the Bois de Foret, above Erieulles-sur-Meuse, the

9
Tng Circ 177 (33rd Div Box 10, 5003)o There is no record that the of-

ficer and 30 NCO's per wsek authorirzed to attend AEF and I Corps Gas Scheols
teginning 6 Qot, did so. By then, ocircumstances certainly militated ageinst
it. {(Ltr, TAG AEF to CG 33rd Div, 21 Sep, subs Instru in Gas Def, 33rd Div
Box 47, 566.2).

. e 3
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$3rd divislon wheeling end organizing the west bank of the Meuse as quickly

as possible to procect the Army advance {ses Map No. 1).

The initial objective of Il Corps was the enomy’s Hagen Stallung, a
gavies of trenches oxtonding, west of the Meuse, from north and west of
Malancourt through the Bols de Forges to the river. Beyond lay the Corps
Objeotive, the Volker Steliung oomplex, which ran from Montblainville, on
the edge of theo Argonne Forest, across the front %o Danasvoux. In the III
Corps sector, it skirted south of Montfeucon, thence betwween the Bois de
Sechet and the Bois d'en Dels, and up the esst edge of the Bois Jure to
the Meuse. Both ewemy positions were to bhe sverrun on the morning of the
first day.

Above the first two enemy positions was the Kriemhilde Stellung, a
derensive bolt on this front from the Bois des Qgons to Brieullesg-sur-
Msuse, with & second series ol positions above that from Andsvanne to Dun-
aurvuausm010 The Army Objective, through the first line of the Kriemhilde
Stellung and including the heights of Bemegne, Cunel, and Brisulles, was
to be reached during the aftermoen of the first dayui Penetration of the
Friemhilde Stellung wes to be completed by exploitation that night.ll

The 33rd Diwision was to attack betwson the Passarells du Dern (&

footbridge scross Forgys Brook midway between Bethincourt and the Moulin

10

History, 61 - 62, 6§ - 87.
11 '

PO 20, First &rmy, 16 brs, 20 Sep, par 3(X)b (U. 8. Army in the
World War, 1917-1919 (1948), IX, 87; First Army Box 82je




de Paffecourt) and the Meuse, and in one bound take Drillancourt and the Bois
de Forges, advence to Dannevoux and organize the river front from Damevoux
down to Cote de 1'Oie (Mep Ko, 2) The attack was to be made by the €6th Brig-
ade, with two battalions each of the 13lst and 132nd Infantry in line, reen-
foroced by Cowpany A, lst Gas and Flame Regiment, and acoompanied by nine
tenks. "Proper preceutions [iere to bé} sxercised against yas in passing
through woods and low groundo'lz

Opposite III Corps frum Malancourt to the Meuse were the 117th and

s T -

{ @ 7th Reserve Divisionso All reserves were east of the Meuse, since Fifth

Army fully expected the next attack, sxtending the St. Mihlel operation, to

be made in that sector {Map No., ¥). The roclling ground before III Corps
gave little observational advantage to the eneuy forces on the immediete
front, but the enemy on the east bank of the Meuse nad & ciear field of
observation well to the south of Forges Brook, and his artillery on the
Coces de Meuse commandsd hoth sides of the river.

‘! : . First army sppears to have besen somewhat sanguine about the defensive
é velue of the Meuse in its note thet the river provided “easy protection
for the right or east flenk of the proposed cporation@"ywt it expresgsed
some concarn about possible enemy observation and fire from Hill 387, be=~

low Bois Plat-Chens, and from the summits in the Bois de la Grande

12

FO 23, 33rd Div, 9800 a.mo, 24 Sep, osp par 3(h)8 (33rd Div Bux §,
32,1)s "“In oase of an advance Bois de Forges would undoubtedly be zassed.
It uhould be cleaned up quiokly and vacated." Addenda to Intel Bul 2,
33rd Div, 20 Sep (33rd Div Box 3, 20.6). But the enemy did not gas the
wood during the attaok.
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Montagnoals As a result, XVII French Corps was direocted to join in the pro-

paratory bombardment, to make deep reids at H hour, and to assist Army, III
Corps, and divisional artillery in sn intense l5-mimte neutralization with
yperite of known hostile artillery and observation points on the Msuse

heightsa

The Halt on the Corps Objective

A half hour before midnight on 26 September, corps artillery began its
preparation for the attack. A% 0230 on the 28th the Army artillery joined
in, and the 108th Engineers beégan construction of nine passages over the
marsh through which Forges Brook ran, using 12,000 fascines it had pre-
viously preparedo At 0530 the divisional artillery, reenforced by twelve
French batteries, began its bombardment of neesr enemy positions and put a
standing barrage on the Bethincourt~-Forges road as the troops came up end
began crossing the marshols There is no evidence thsat III Corps or 33rd
Division assisted in the neutralization of the Meuse heights.

Advancing with artillery end machine gun barrages and conaealed in

smoke und morning fog, the attack battalions of the 66th Brigade crossed

15
G - 5 Rpt, First Army, 7 Sep (USA in the WW, IX, 73 - 74).

14
FO 20, First Army, 16 Lrs, 20 Sep, pers 3(C), 3(H)6; Amex 1, Employ-
went of Army Arty, 19 Sep (USA in the WW, IX, 83, 868 - 87, 96).

16

Of the 80,000 rounda fired by III Corps that day, 33rd Div artillery
fired 38,000 75-mm and 6,000 166-mm rounds (SOI 16, 33rd Div, 25 - 26 Sep,
in 33rd Div Box 2, 20.l),




the enewmy wire and trenches, met little opposition, and betweon 1,000 and

1,330 had flanked the Bois de Forges and reascshed the Corps and Army Objec-
tives, from Lelterie de Belhaine, cast of Danmevoux, down t» the eastern
edge of the Bola de Forges, opposite Brabent, between five and seven kilo~
meters from the line of departure. During the last fow hundred yards ed-
vance, reported one battalion, “The entire akyline in front was dotted with
fleaing Boohe "6

in the advance that morning, the 13lst Infantry lost 1 officer end 19
men killed, 2 offivers and 13) men wounded, while the 132nd Infantry lost
1 officer and 15 men killed and 72 men wounded, for a total of 241 battle
casualties, Almost 1,400 prisoners had been taken, as well as 42 guns and
mortars and l€l machine gun3017

Similarly overruning the enemy forces on their fronts, the 80th and

4th Divisions to the left of the 33rd advanced to the Corps Objective on
the morning of the 26th and halted there to wait for V Corps, stopped at
Montfaucon, to come abresst. When ordered to continue the gdvgngq wiphout

V Corps, almost six hours later, it was too late. The halt at the Corps

R andind 3

- —

| Objective, well below Brieulles, had been decisive. The retresting enemy
had stopped and menned his defensive positions in the rear, as nearby re-

sorve forces came down to fill gaps in the line and distant reserve forcas

16
History, I, 69 ff; Opns Bpt, CC lst Bn 131lst Inf, nod. (33rd Div Box

19, 3%.6).

17
History, I, 76, 80; Brig Gen Wolf, Opns in the Mort Homme Sector,
nodo (o5rd %iv Box 16, 33.8); rpt, 13lst Inf Engagement in Forges Wood,

F ; 26 Sep (33rd Div Box 19, 33.6).
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were set in motiono18

Elemonts of the 5th Baverian Reserve Division, coming in to support the

117th and 7th Reserve Divisions 4in the event of attsok, had srrived at

———— o

Vilosnes at 0515, 26 September., At 1025 the Germen command learned that tho
Amevicans had broken through the defense line east of Montfaucon, and at
1165 elements of the division were amoross the Meuse and on the west edge of

the Bols du Fays. At 1800, its 12th Regiment had attacked the 4th and 80th
19

Divisions coming through the Bois de Septsarges.
On the 27th, against mounting resistance, the left of the III Corps
line inched forward, coming to & stop along the line Hill 236-western edge
of Boia do Septsarges~through the Bois de Brieulles-Hill 280-north edge of
Bois de la Cote Lemont.2C Aftor the great stride made the first day, First
Army had oome to & standstill along Apremont~Nantillois-Bols de la Cote
Lemont. The Army Objective was not to be reached for another fifteen days.

The War Diary of Artillerie Kommando (Arko) 95, 7th Reserve Divislon,

reported the new disposition of troops snd weapons made on the afteraoon

of the 26th. As the Americens stopped their pursuit about ncontime, the

18

Too late, FO 27, First Army, 23550 hrs, 28 Sep, was to say that corps
were to advance within their zones of action without regard to objectives.
See original pattern of objectives, USA in the WW, IX, 81, Cf. Liddell
Hart, The Real War, 1914-1918 (Boston 1331), ppo 4656 - 6686,

19
5th Bev Res Div WD, 26 Sep {5th Bav Res Di - WDkA, 23 8Sep - 10 Nov,

German Files Box 143, fol II, ppo 2 = &)

20
1II Corpa Rpt of Opns, 9 8ep - 11 Nov (IXIL Corps Box 4, 1ll.4),




; down to augment the light flanking group.

scattered forces of the division halted, the 5th Bavarian Reserve Division

arrived to 111 in their gaps, and the 147th Infantry, 37th Division, was

brought up as support at Brisulles. Two bauvtalions ¢f fleld guns saved
from cepture were put across the rlver neer Vilosnes as a flanking group,
and a heavy bLattalion, two long morter batteries, and m lbi~om ocamnon bat-
tory were reorganized basck of the field guns as the hsavy flanking group.

At least five other fleld batteries from ressrve were hastily brought
21

While these diaspositions were being mede, the lst Austro-Hungarian

Division (XuK) was directsd by Maas 0st "to suppert with all means the

Naas West sector," resetting its artillery groups “for operations against
the west bank of the Msuse." To this end, a number ol field and heavy

batteriss from the 15th Division were transferred to swell the artilliery

groups of the lst Austro«Hunggrian.zz On the 27th, still more artillery

was brought down "to support the [Eerman forces on thé] west bank of the

Meuse with flunking fireo."™ The artillery of the lat Austro-Hungarian wes

ordered "to put flanking fire in the arsa between Danneroux-Gercourt and

2T %

Arko 95 WD, 26 Sep (7th Res Div~Sub Units-WDxA, 23 Sep - 11 Oot, i
German Files Rox 155, fol II, po 51)o Arko 17 WD, 26 - 30 Sep (5th Bav !
Res Div-Sub Units-WD&A, Germen Files Box 143, fol 1IIa, pp. 210 — 11}, |
rpts thut a flenking group remsined on the east bank under the 7th Res Div, !
the rest of its batteries moving to the Bois de Cunel end Clery Je Grande,
their principal tergets the Bois du Fays, Bols de Brieulles, and Bois Cote

Lemonto)

22
Meg, Maes Ost, to 1 KuK, 26 Sep, and Meas Oat Opns O 3803, 26 Sep

(Maas Ost fﬁth Res Corps ) Annexes, 18 Sep - 20 Nov, Germsn Files Box 118, ‘

fol 11, ppo B, 11). _ |




of smmuuition is of no importance.

in the Bols de Forges,”™ to prevent enemy orossing of the Meuss in that seo-

tor, and to "fire unconditionally with everything they have, Counservation
" 2 3 “,/’ .

¥While the 7th Reserve Division sought toc collect its scattered forces

and move them into the Vilosnes-Sivry sector, the 5th Bavarian Reserve

Division, spannirg the river at Brieulles, temporarily oonsolidated the
7th Reserve artillery with its own. When the 7th Reserve was in plaoce, it
wes to rasume command of its flanking group on the west bank, receiving
missions from Maas West.24

Over the next several days, as Maas Ost easured itz divisions on
either side of the river that there was "adequace time to get out orders
for the resgulation of methods of amihilation fire..oreaiproocal grouping
of artilleryc..communications and liaison with neighboring divisions," the
artillery defense was completsd. "Large yellow cross shootse.o[ierg] to

be prepared" and submitted for approval by 2 October.23

23
Maas Ost WD, 26 Sep (German Files Box 115, fol I, po 22); Maas Ost
Rpt 1351, 27 Sep (German Files Box 116, fol II, pp. 14 - 16), ~

24 N
Msas West |2lst Corps| Orders 501, 515, 27 - 29 Sep (Maas West WDkA,

24 Sep - 8 Nov, rmen es Box 50, fol II, ppe. 34, 36, 40).

Notes 7th Res Div arty (Arko 95) operated intact but the iroops of
the divizion seemx to have been intermingled with those of the lst A-H Div.
The German maps, bolow, make this clear, but no confirming rpt bas been

found,

25
Maas Ost Order 3917, 30 Sep (German Files Box 48, fol 810/32,13}. A

prisonsr on the 28th was to raport the arrival of 3 or 4 divisions on III
Corps front, along with much erty on the east bank, including long nsval
guns (SOI 19, 33rd Div, 28 - 29 Sep).
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i Herassing Fire with HE and Gas

Un 27 Septembor, a8 enemy artillery began systematioc shelling of the
Bois de Forges, Cumieres, and the back areas, the 65th Brigade of 33rd Div-
ision, inactive in the assault, advanced to positions west of Dannovoux
' é preparatory to relieving the B80th Division in the Bols de la Cote Lemont end
Bols de Dannevoux. Driven back repsatedly by enemy machine guns in the Bois
du Fays, the 4th Division nseded assistance, as did V Corps to the left, and
first a regiment, then the entire 80th Division, wes to be swung around to
the left flank of the 4th Division. Owing to delay of orders, a German
counteratteck from Brieulles on the morning of the 28th, and extremely
heavy snemy fire with "many ges shells," it was the morning of the 30th be-
fore the 33+d Division relief of the 8Oth wes completed.Z®
During the enemy shelling om the 27th, §Y?1ve TY-mm diphosgene and
chloropicrin shells were reported to have fallen just beyond the village
of Forgeso No troops were in the immediate area at the time® and the gas
was said to have been guickly dispersed by the wind. HNevertheless, the

next dajﬂ4§‘men of Company A, lst Gas Regiment, and 3 men of the 131lst

26
; FO 24, 33rd Div, 10830 pom., 28 Sep; History, I, 85 - 89. Tsele order,
i j G - 3, First Army to III Corps, 1359 p,mo,'7ﬁ§1§ﬁ§ (USA in the WW, IX, 135)
‘ direoted "lengthening out the defensive front of 33rd Div.™

"Hostile shellirgz on front with intense [ire....Gas concentrations
used during night [from ] right bank of Meuse River" (Mags G - 2 65th Brig
to G - 3, 3%rd Div, 7315 a.m., 10415 ecm., 30 8ep, in 33rd Div Boxes 6 and

13, 22.16),

It was probably the 80th Div that received the "ordered contamination of
i the village of Dannevoux ard Bois des Morisux with yellow cross...carried

’ ? out by Group Hpt. Edleman [on hill E of Villeneuve Fmé] early this morning
- ‘ 3.6, EEE‘%%EEj’“‘TI?EE‘Est,A-H daily rpt, Itallan Files Box 2, fol I, p.
‘ 139).

- 17 -




Infentry, in the Forges area, were evacuated with asevers sympitoma of chloro-
piorin poisoning. Investigation by lst Lt. W. E. Vewter, Acting Division
Gas Officer, indicated that all 46 men had drunk coffes that had probadly
besn mede from contaminated shell-hole water, since the KP who had been
sent for fresh water, almost a kilometer distent, had returned in a suspi-
ciously short time .27

All four regiments of the 33rd Division =- the 130th and 129th Infun-
try, in line at the bend o¢f the Meuse, and the 131lst and 132nd, between
Dennevoux and Forges ~- were within range of enemy gun groups in the Bois
de Chatillon as well as the Bois de Consevoye {Map Noo 4).,:B Whils the 85th
Brigade was being subjeoted to periodic bursts of gas shell on the 29%h the
30th, the 66th Brigade reported "heavy gas shelling [with yellow oross and
chlorppicriﬁﬂ during the night [?f 29 - 30 Soptombe{] in the Bois de Forgses
area.® The Division Gas Opficer was to report only a single spiscde in the
widespread gas shelling that night. Approximately fifty 105-mm mustard
gas shells fell in the vicinity of the 2nd Battalion, 132nd Infentry, at

1730 on the 29th. A single gas shell, meking a direct hit on the entrance

27
Ltr, Bctg_g DGO to €GO III Corps, 7 Oot, Rpt B-Z (WD Hist Box 300,

3506; GAF-33rd iV) o

Notes There i3 no DGO file and no DGO corresp in 33rd Div reoords.
His reports and corresp have been found in GAF, WD Hiast, III1 Corps, and
First Army records.

28
The arty of the lst A-H Div, in position between the Bois de 1la Grande

Montagne snd the Bois de Conaenvoye, kept the aress around Dannevoux and
opposite Consenvoye and Brabant under gas and HE fire. See lst A-H Div
order 420/8, 28 Sep and rpts 29 Sep (Italisu Files Box 2, fol I, pp. 64,

149 - 50).
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to H Company lieadquarters dugout in the Bols de Forges, reportedly produced

all the casualties resulting from the attack -- 2 officers and 25 men.

Wheu the shsll burst, all in the dugout masked at onoe, but no eoffort
was made to leave the sres. About an houwr later the company commander, who

had besn to the gas school at St. Valery and should have known better, re-

moved his mask end sc did the rest of the wen. The ocmpany gas NCO re-

marked on the strong odor of gas in the dugout and suggested evaocuation of

the aree, but the sompany commander thought it only the smell of drugs,
sinoce the dugout had recently hoen & German dressing station.

At 2000, the Battalion Gas Officer and Assicstant Division Gas Qfficcr
heard of the gas attack from unother company that pasaed near H Company
dugout and at once went over and ordered immediate evacusation of the area.
Shortly after, all 27 headquarters men, who had been exposed for over un
hour to the mustard gas fumes, developed sarious aye complicatlions. Two
3¢ the men, who had apparently inhaled high concentrations of the gas
when it struck the dugout,died two days lster.29

Both the 80th and 4th Divisions had bsen subjected to far morms in-
tense gas and HE fire than the 33rd ix the {irst three days ol the cam-

paign, and with the failure of their repeated assaults on the line

Z9

Ltr, Astg DGO to A0 III Corps, 7 Ont, Rpt B-2 (GAF-33rd Divj. Cf.
FM CO 132nd Inf to G - 3 33rd Div, 12820 pomo, 30 Seps "Last night my
lefs battalion was heavily shelled with ges. OCne shell broke in freut of
hq at Co. Ho (ompany Comdr, Capt Dauberfield, Lt Heath, the lst Sgt, and
16 mou gassed and evacuated curine the night" (33rd Div Box 6, 32,18).

Noctes Desplite the date on ltr above, tiho III CGC ieceived no rpts of gas
atk from his DGOs until after 9 Oct. Jes memos to DGOs 4th, 80th, 33rd
Divs, 5 and 9 Oot, re no gas attack rptg 26 Sep tc date (III Corps Hox
39, 63.33)c




Cisrges-Brieulies on 28 and 29 September, the attanking power of III Corps

wan spents It wus olear that the Germen batteries in the Bois de Theatillon

and on the hoights beyond had to be silenced; and that the G(termun defense
at Brieulles, forming a tactieally favorable point dvappui or stromgpeint

at the bend of the Meuse, must be dislodged. Unless III Corps ooculd get

above Brimulles, an extemsion of the fighting front eoross the HMeuse would

be imperative, sand much sooner then plarned.

As the 65th Brigade took over the 80Uh Division seator, III Corps
direoted the 33rd Division to organize a stout outpost line from the name-
less hill south of EBrieulles-Cote 294-the bend of the Meuse~Cote de 1'Qis;
to sonstruct e main line of resistance along the Septsarges«Dannevoux

roed; and to begin patrolling the Msuse sast of the Bois de Forpges snd
reacomnciter for fords elong the river flutec3o

The 130th Infantry, on the hill below Brisulles, found that "its
bousss were full of machine guns," with at least fifteen seen in éutlam

on one oscasion. Immobilired by artillery fire from the Bois de Chatillon

and the ridge above Vilosnes, the 130th snd 129th infantry were also swept

by frequent bursts of machine gun fire from the edze of the wood and from

the village of Vilﬁﬂn63031 Enfilade fire from the vicinity of Sivry began

coming into the 66th Brigade seotor on the night of 3C September and

30
Rpt of Opns, III Corps, 28 Sep (III Corps Box 4, 1llod); & - 3 Memo,
First Army, 29 Sep (USA in the WW, IX, 149); 3Lrd Div Plan of Defenss,

Vilosnes-Consenvoys Seotor, 29 gep (33rd Div Box B, 32.8); Opns Orders 6,
7, 130th Iaf, 2 and & Qot (33rd Div Box 17, 32.12, 33.1).

31

S0I, 130tk Inf, 29 Sep - 6 Oot (33rd Div Box 17, 2C.1).




continued through the next day, as the G6th Brigade to the south reported

gas and shrapnel on Forges wood at the rate of four rounds per minute
through the midnight hours of 30 Saptombernsa
Observing artillery moving up to support the 65th Brigede on 1

Qctober, 7th Reserve Division ordered its artillery "to destroy with all

menns the enemy artillery moving into position. Whenever possible gas is

to he used.™ A scoond order, to gus the Bols de Brisulles end Bois des

Moriaux on the night of 1 ~ 2 October, was carried out in the morning
hours of the 2nd033

Cont'irming these enemy gas misslons, the 65th Brigade reported gas
concentrations on Butel ravine end ths Dannevoux Sepsarges valley at 184%

and 0230 on the night of 1 - 2 October. The gas attack on the 130th In-

fantry seotor at 1845 was said to have been ineffective when the wind blew

32
DCR, 65th Brig, 30 Sep «~ 1 Oct (33rd Div Box 15, 33.1); 80X 22,

33rd Div, 1 = 2 Qotis

33
Div Orders, 1 QOci (7th Res Div WD&A, 18 Sep - 19 Qot, German Files
Box 155, fol 1, pp. 127, o

Maas Ost Order 3964, 1 Oct, called for "gas shoot into Bois deos
MorieuXoooand Bois de Forges...to prevent preperation of material for
hasty bridges," the gassing to be cerried cut at irregular times between
2200 and 0500 (Germsn Flles Box 48, B810/32,13).

Meas Gst WD, 2 Oot, said that blue oross hed been used in the usual
harassing fire that mornirg on ravines, roads, villages, and wnods up to
the line Nentillois-Montfaicon-Malancourt (Germar. Files Box 115, fol Is,
p- 18)s There was no word of the gas shoots in any of the specified
woodso

Notes Orders and reports on HE and gas missions in the German
records are fairly complete from 1 Oct on, but almost nowhere are the
number of rounds given for these missions. Thus it is pessible to con-
firm most Germsn gas misszions but not their degres, i ;




the gas into the rons of the 4th Pivision.* In the 120th Infantry sector,

in the Bols des dorisux, a report cf "some gas shellsa™ was mads just after

nidnight on 2 Ootobers At 0664, 1t was reoported that the “gaes attack

luunched against the 129%h is still going on. Attwok 19 coming from

Vilosnes. Our artillsry is firing on that town." A message st 0712 seld

the artillery had "stopped the gas attaock. o0

The Division Gas Offiner was to report only 60 rounds of 77-wm yellow

oroas shell fired on the slope belew the Bois des Morisux at 0530 that

morning. The 129th Infantry, in the wood, reported no casualtios. 6 On

the evening of 2 QOotoboer, the 65th Brigede reported 150 gas shells in &

*ruther héavy bombardment of lurge caliber shrapnel and gas on the front

of the 130th Infantry, ceusing 3 killed saprdi 7 wounded., Our artilleryc..

silenced the onomyo"37 No DGO report has been found for this shelling.

o4

801 22, 33rd Div, 1 -~ 2 Qok; History, I, 90. III Corps Qpns Rpt,
L~ 2 Oct (USA in the WN¥, IX, 208) sald about 300 sneering and phosgene
ges tnells wore rired intce the ravine und vaelleye

35
Msg, G =~ 2 656h Brig to G -~ 3 33rd Div, 5523 a.m., 2 Oot; Msg, Lt
Prossor to G - & 3%rd Diw, 68854 mome; Meg, 65t Brig to 33rd Div, 7Ts\2

Lol (3!3!'(3 Div Box 6& 52016)0

36

or three cesusltios.”

Unreported by the DGO was the shelling of “the epprosshes and orossirg

places over the Meuse with yellnw oross" by the lst i-H arty on the morn-

ing of 2 Oot (Daily rpt, 2 Oct, Itullan ¥iles Box 2, fol I, po 171)s

37
Mag, G -~ 2 66th Brig to G - 3 33rd Div, 4350 pom,, 2 Oct; Msg, CO

66th Birig to CG 33rd Div, 9800 pems, 2 Not (33rd Div Box 6, 32,16).
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As will be shown later, both the Germen orders and the 33rd Division
reports in the first wesk of the campaign apparently exaggerate the quantity
of gas shell being usedo, Yet asome proportior of gas shell was fired in the
nightly harasning wiesions and no part of the 33rd Division sector was ox-
empt from this fire., As a reasult, the troops were kept alert and in their
masks through most of eaoh nighto The effectiveness of the fire, by wear-
ing down the troops through keeping them awake and masked, is only partly
ravealed In the number of gas cases recorded 6ach day. The gas cesualties
reported by the DGO and those actually admitted to the gas hospital on 1
end 2 Qctober, for example, totaled 16 and 33, respectively.

Although the 33rd Division artillery had large stocks of gas munitions
on hand, they were notwgfgg, and such retaljation as there was for the
nightly gasaling by the enemy was inadequate. At 2300 on 2 Octuber, after a
dey’s delay owing to unfavorable winds, a gas projector shoot waz carried
out by Company F, lst Gas Regiment, to infliot casualties on the snemy
forces around Vilosnes. Although 50 phosgene drums were launched from pro-
Joctoras installed near the center cf the Bois des Morliaux, the attack was
sald to have resulitsd in only two casualties, according to a later prisoner
interrogation report, because of the high wind at the time and the faot
thet few men were in the vicinity of the target area when the shoct oo~

ourrad038

38

Ltr, CGQ III Corps to C CW8, 12 Nov, subs Rpt on Gus Activities for
Oot (GAF-III Corps). A repeat of this atteck on the moruing of 6 Oct was
not oarried out owing to unfavorable winds, nor on 6 Oct, “owing to diffi-
oulties making it impossible tv cemplete operations in one night" (Opns O
2, lat GR, 4 Oot and pencil note, 33rd Div Box 12, 63,3, and Memo, Co F,
1st GR to CO 65th Brig, 6 Oct, subz Cuncellation of proposed Gss Opn, 3I3rd
Div Box 13, 12.8).
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Exoept for a bdbrief HE bombardment, there was no immediate reprisal by

the enemy for the gas projeotor attmck. The 7th Reserve Division artillery

order for the night of 2 - 3 October was to be substantially repeated
through the week that followed as the enemy sough’: to wear down the American
troops on his front and prevent them from orossing the rivers
Harassing fire with HE and gas on Bois de Laimont [@ote Lamonﬁ], Bois d»a
Dennevoux, Bois des Moriaux; long-renge fire on Dannevoux and Gercourt, and
on the Dammevoux~Vilosnes, Dannevoux-Septsarges, Dannevoux-Gerconrt, and
Gercourt-Cuisy-Montfaueon roads [as well as other targets to the left of
the 33rd Divisiéﬁ]o At 8330 pomo, inorease of gas shells in the haraasing
fire, especially on Bois des Moriaux and Bois de Septsarges, and 150 l0=cm
HE and blue cross on Bois de Brieulles."d

Of this gas shelling, the Division Gas Officer reported only 12 yellow
cross shells that fell among 90 men of the 129th Infantry in the Bois Jure
at 043C, §8ix men who wore sprinkled with the liquid from the bursting
shells were said to have been evaouated040 Hoapital records, however, show
that 21 gas cases were admitted on 3 Qotober and 22 on 4 October, princi-
pally from the 128th Infantry and the 123rd MG Battalion, in the 66%:r Brig-

sde sector.

3y

Arkko 95 order for 7 pom. 2 Oct to 7 a.mo 3 Oot (7th Res Div-Sub Units-
WDtA, 235 Sep-1l1 Oot, Arko 95 annexes, German Files Box 156, fol II, po 61).
Fol I in this file contains divisional merning and noon reports oonfirming
these fire missions.

40

Ltr, Aotg DGO to CGO III Corps, 7 Oot, Rpt B-2. III Corps Opns Rpt,
2 = 3 Oct (USA in the WW, IX, 210), reporited 200 gas shells in Bois Jure

and on Hill o




Resumption of the Advance

On the evening of 3 Ootcber, the 33rd Division received the First Army
order resuming the attack, in an effort to plerce the Kriemhilde Stellung.
In the assault, III Corps waes to penetrate the enemy position between Cunel
and Brisulles, advenoing to the heights northeast of Cunel, and thon swaep
east to the Meuse, cutting off Brieulles. The 80th Division, on the left
of the 4th Division, was to attack along the Bois des Ogons to the North
edge of the Bois des Reppes; the 4th Division through the Bois du Fays to
the north edge of the Bois de Foret and then east to the river. The 33rd
Division was to hold its positions and proteot the flank of the attaoko41

For the attack, three field batteries and four machine gun companies
of the 33rd Division were moved irto the northwest edge of the Bois de la
Cote Lemont, to assist the 130th Iafantry in breaking up possible ensmy
counterattacks betweeh the Bois de Briesulles, Bois de Foret, and Brieulles.
As the hour of attack approached, the remaining divisional artillery pre-
pared to bombard Briou}lo; and its defenses to the northwest, and to neu-
tralize with HE the enemy guns in the Bois de Chatillon, Bois de Sartells,
and the two ravines east of Liny-dovnnt-Duno42
The enemy artillery order for the night of 3 -~ 4 October indicated

no particular awareness of the impending attack as it celled for

41
FO 33, First Army noon, 1 Oot; FO 22, III Corps, 9300 acmo., 3 Oot;

FO 26, 33rd Div, 10516 pomo, 3 Octo

42
History, I, 82 - 93.




harassing fire with surprise bursts of ges and HE at irregular intervals
Ohoocowoods of Dannevous, Moriaux snd Jure, on Daennevoux and Gerocourt,
and op roeds running from Damevoux to Septsarges, Vilosnes and Geroourt.%d
The 66th Brigade, along the west bank of the Meuse, roported heavy shell
firo and gas along its entire fromt from 0215 to 0330, the 13lst Infantry
specifying it as tear {Ehloropioriéﬂ gase44 Of the gas shelling in this
brigade sector, Lieutenant Vawter wa; to report cnly an undetermined num-
ber of yellow oross shelle that fell in the Bois de Forges some time that
night resulting in a highly contaminated aree that was discovered by a gas
officer the next morning. Guards were at once posted. In the 65th Brig-
ade ssotor, however, Vawter said 300 gas and HE shells were reported to
have fallen into the southeast corner of the Bois de Septsarges between
midnight and 0600 on the 4th. There were two casualties.td
It is apparent from Lieutenant Vawterts long, belated report on gas
ettacks up to 7 October that it was not possible to report ths numerous
areas subjected to burste of gas, and he could only say that in general
the sector of the 65th Brigade north end west of Dannevoux had been

heavily shelled with HE, yellow cross, and blue oross every night. He

Arko 95 order for 7 pomo 3 Ooct to 7 acmo 4 Qct (7th Res Div, above,
Pe 620,

44
Msg, CG 66th Brig to G - 3 33rd Div, 6310 aemo 4 Qot; Msg, G - 2

131t Inf to CG 33rd Div, noho, 4 Oot (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16), See also
S80I 23, 24, 33rd Div, 2 - 4 Oot; 80I, 131lst Inf, 3 - 5 Oct (33rd Div Box

18, 2001).

45
Ltr, Actg DGO to CGO IIXI C, 7 Oo%t, Rpt B-2,
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might heve said the seme for the seotor of the 66th Brigade, south of

46
Dannevoux.

Tn the attack launched by First Army st 0525 on 4 Ooctober, the 80th
and 4th Divisicus almost reeched the Cunel-Brisculles road, when savege
ertillery and machine gun fire and counterattacking forces from Brieulless
huried them baock to their former positiorns. For the next two days, as
all available guns of Army and corps oconcentrated or the enemy batteries
in the Bois de Chatillon, 33rd Division guns pounded Brieulles, and its
troops attempted, without success, to take Teton Trench (Map No. 5 and
sketoch of Brieulles), in an effort to protect the 4th Division forces,
which had got into the Bois du Fays, from intense flanking machine gun
fire.7

At 1800 on the might of 6 QOoctober, 20 Allied planes carried out a
bombing raid on Brisulles, setting fire to a part of the town. Seven
hours later the 111 Corps tas Qfficer signaleds “Hamilton[:BOth Divi-
sion |is going to throw g into. Brieulles at 4 AoM.**° Begiming at
0400, 80th Divisiou»?&’?;firéd 1,000 phosgene shells inte Brieulles,
following up with an aqual mixture of HE and yperite shells for thirty

minutes, and then yperite shells elone until 1,500 No. 20 shells had veen

46

Ses Analysis, p. 92,
47

See 66th Brigade memo orders, ¢ - 6 Oot (33rd Div Box 13, 32.13),
48

Msg, CGO lmerson to G = 3 3I3rd Div, 15CO aemo, 7 Qct.
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put into the town. All divisicons in the vicinity were nctif‘ed "to take
nd9

the necessary precautions when ths town is taken.
klthough the entire front became "very quiatﬁ after the rain of de-
struction on Brieulles,so its defenses in front of the town and on the
ridge to the northwest were quickly restored. Teton TreneclL, szid the
65th Brigade commandsr, had in the past week been "fairly well shot to
pieces,® but on the afternoon of the 7th he had to admit that "a con-
siderable amount of mechine gun fire was still coming from that loca-
tion."ot Mearwhile, determined to hold the Bois du Fays, a salient
with enemy troops pressing on both flanks and with strongly entrenched
forces sbove in the Bois de Malaumont, III Corps talled the 33rd Divi~-
sion for assistance. On the morning of 7 October, ﬁhe 3rd Battalion,
132nd Infantry, and its machine gun company were sent in to relleve the

regiment of the 4th Division in the Bois du Faysosa

49

Momo, Robbe CGO IXII Corps to C CWS Att Def Div, 8 Oct (GAF=-III
Corps): ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS Att Def Div, 27 Oct, subs Reoord
of Gas Atks (First Army Box 34G, III CGO); ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS,
12 Nov, subes Rpt on Gas Activities for Octc. This corresp indicates
that the 4th and 80th Divs fired considerable gas shells during the
period, the 33rd Div none.

80

Msg, Frosser |lst Lt, III Corps LO at 65th Brig | to G - 3 33rd Div,
9815 aome, 7 Oot (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16), reported compleiion of the gas
mission. "Bntire front now very quiet."

61
Msg, CG 65th Brig to G - 3 33rd Div, 12325 pome, 7 Oot (33rd Div

Box 6, 326 160)

On ¢ Oct, 4th Div put 400 yperits shells into Briewlles and the next day
ocaptured Teton Trench. Brieulles howsver was not to bs taken until the

end of the montho

52
History, I, 96 - 97. 100,
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Gas Attack on the Bols des Moriaux

The only major gas attack on the 33rd Division during the operation
ocourred on § October. The initial gas bombardment oecurred betwsen 0200
and 0230 when approximately 1,500 green, blue, and yellow oross 77 and
105-mm shells were fired into the Bois des Moriaux, opposite Vilosnes, an
area of approximately one square kilometer (Map Noo 6).

Nothing has been found to suggest that this attack was in reprisal
for the gas projector shoot of 2 Gctober. More likely it was the threat
of a possible orossing at that point, indicated by the continued heavy
Yire of the trench mortars in the wood, that the enemy sought to neutral-
ize, But the gas shoot got none of the mortarmen, for they regularly
withdrew to the Bols Jure when not firinge.

The wood was occupied at the time by the lst Battalion and part of
the 2nd Battalion, 129th Infantry, e total of approximately 1,100 men.
Evacuation of the area was impossible, as the enemy heid the men there
with intense HE fire and air-burst shrapnel following the gassing. Dur-
ing the attack, a message from the 13lst Infantry on the right sajd; "HE
sholls and gas from 12830 to 2330 E§£2 , two wounded, three gassed.
129th very heevily shelled during same period."s3

Between 0815 and 0845, another 700 gas shells were reportedly put
finto the wood and again evacuation was bloocked by follow-up HE fire, At
16156 thet afternoon, 400 more gas shells fell on the slops just south of

the wood, as troops attempted to move down to escaps the gas-filled wood.

13
Msg, 3rd Bn 131lst Inf to CO 13lst Inf, 2455 aomo, 5 Oct (33rd Div
Box 18, 32,16, )
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Altogether, it w.s ostimated tnat Letween 5,000 and 7,000 shells had been
fired into that square kilomoter that dasy, 2,600 of them gas shells.®

As soon as night hed fallen, the wood wes ocompletely evaouated. Cas- )

‘ ualties resulting from the prolenged gas attack were reported by Lisuten-

Fﬂ; ant Vawtor as 350, including two men killed by fragments of exploding gas

shells. #forty men were evacuated with lung complicetions, the remeinder ’
with eye or body burns. The most serious cases, those with lung compli-

cations, were seid to have beesn the result of either ¢lose~bursting

shells or long exposure. Some of the men had kept their masks on as long

as six hours before succumbing tc the discomfort of the maskoss

A brigade report said that the 1lst Battalion, 129th Infantry, loat

5 officers and epproximately 375 men in the prolonged gas attack, and the

54 1
No arty order has been found for this atk in the records of the Tth ‘

Res Div, S5th Bav Div, lst A-H Div, Meas Ost, or Maas West. Arko 95 order

Tor 7 pome, 4 Got to 7 acmo., 5 Oot calied only for the usual harassing

fire with sudden gas concentrations on the woods of Moriaux, Septsarges,

and d*en Dela, on Dannevoux, Gercourt, :d the roeds out of' Dannevoux,

with other targets out of Lhe 33rd Div sector (German Files Box 155, fol

II, po 65, confirmed in Morning Rpt, po 66)o

Daily Rpts, 7th Res Div, 5, 6 Oot, confirms the gas attacks "At 2500
aom,, B83D0-9¢ 8omo, and 3800-4300 pom., Bois des Moriaux econtaminated
with yellow cross™ (7th Res Div WDA, 13 Sep - 19 Qot, Germen Files Box
N 156, fol I, pp- 160 = 181, 186; also in Maas Oast WD, 5, 6 Oot, German
. i Files Box 116, fol I, po 39).

56
Kot on Gas Atk, 7 Oct (WD Hist Box 300, 33.6; GAF-~33rd Div); Spen-

cer, II, 365 » 86.

Div G = 2 sesms not to have been aware of this gas attack, but in a rare

detalled sccounting it did report on 4 - 5 Oct “Heavy intermittent shell- i
ing with E% and gas of areas Bois Jure, Dois Septsarges, Gercourt"; 159 ;o
gss shells bestween 1140-1155, 4 Oct, on the Forges-~Cummieres road; 96 gas s o
shells on the sume road at 2315; 24 gas shells on Forges at 0300, 5 Oot; [
snd Leavy shelling with 200 HE and gas rounds on the front line area from '
Dannevoux to Bois de Foryg:s between midnight and 0230, & Oot (SOI 25, 33rd L
Div, 4 - & Oct)e There is no mention of the atk in SOI 26, 5 - 6 Oct, either, S

A
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noxt day the battalion was

withdrawn...to Regimental Reserve [south of Hill 281][on] acoount [(of]
long continuous servioe in the line and having suffered heavy casusltles
[Irom] enemy artillery...and the enemy gas attack of October Sthosso
Orders [were] issued to all units of the Brigade to insure men proteoting
themsslves by proper wearing of the gas mask in ocase of gas attaoks.

As & result of the gus atfaok, together with sarlier HE and gas casualties,
the effective strength of the lst Battalion was now reducad to 16 officers
and 305 men., Apparently refusing t~ believe so many casualtiss could bde
caused by gas, the brigade began an investigation at once "to determine
the actual number of serious cases, with a view to having returned to duty
n56

those not seriously gassed. No record of the investigation has besn

found; but a regimental memo issued on 6 Ootober, conteining detailed in-
struntions on protection against gas before, during, and after an attack,

indinated the line of investigations

It has been report3d...that in the receut attack on our First Battalionm,
that after the main attack in which men wore their masks from 3 to 5§
hours, men removed mesks when they could still smell ges strongly andooo
only mouth-pieces and nose-clips were used [?hereaftor coooBrigade has
directed that any man who does this will be carried on the sick report as
‘Gassed, not in line of duty’. SBRs can be worn a day and night without

tnjury, and eye casualties due to this improper use will be considered
gelf-inflicted woundeo®’

In the week that followed the gassing of the Beis des Morisux, the

Division Gas Officer was to say that no real gas attecks occcurred, elthough

56

Chron Rec of Events of 65th Brig, 5 - 7 Oot {33rd Div Box 135, 11.5);
History, I, 97; II, 587,

57 :
Memo, PC Pinetree [329th In%ﬂ, 6 Oot {33rd Div Box 15, 32.13).
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conaiderable amounts of gas were used each dey in harassing fire.® on &
Ogtober, he roported that 75 77-~mm wustard gas shel)s caused 27 eye ocasuul-
ties among 16€ men of I Conpsny, 3rd Battalion, 128th Infantry, in the Rols
Ronde The noxt day, an estimated 175 rounds of musterd gas, with somw
phosgene, landed among 425 men in the Bois Jure. Most of the 150 ocasurl-
ties evacuated were in K Compeny, 129th Infantry, and since the woods were
under direct observation of the Germen linus across the river, evecaation
was not possible until nightfall. The gaassed area was posted end put
under guard, but during the next three days, 26 moMoocomanaged Lo pass
through tho arsa" and all were subsequently eveonahed t¢ the gas hospital»sg
The Division Gas Officer did not report the 2 cfficers and 174 wmen
*wounded end gassed™ inm this same 3rd Battulion on 8 Oantober when it was
shelled near Demevoux ag it begun woving duwm to the Bois de Forges, pre-

: 80 .
parazory to crossing She Meuss b Crrnasuvoye. —  In sddition to direct

gy s

54

Arko 95 orders for anights of 6§ - 6 Oct, 6 ~ 7 Qob, and 7Tth Res Div
order %o arty on 7 Oct all cwlled for "harassing fire and sudden concentra-
tions of gas” on the woods, raviues, willuges, and roads im the 33rd Div
seotur (7th Res Div-Sub Units-jrke 95 Anuexes, Gsrman File Box 165, iol II,

s

ppo 67, 8; JUh Res Div WDkA, 7 0ok, fol I, po 173).

59

Ltr, DSO to €GO IXI Corps, 13 Oot, subz Gas Bpts (GAF-33rd Div).
Chron Ree of Bvants of 12%th Inf, 7 Ost (33rd Div Box 1§, 11.5 and History,
11, 645) says that on the Tth, 3 officers and 106 men of the 3rd Ba and
atohd machine gun compeny wers wouuded end gessed in the Bois Rond {not
Bois Jural,

60
Chron Rec of Events of 129th, 8 Qct; History, IX, 645; Morning Rpt,
7th Res Div, 9 Qcts "At 10 pems 33 0ot] ¥wo Installments of oontaminu-

o

tlon flre on Dannevous® (7th Res Div WDkA, German Files Box 155, fol I, po

182) -
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shelling, the 1Z9th Infantry alsc suffered irom indireot gasaing in the Bols
doe Morianx, 84 the 130th Infantry, to its lef%, in the Bois de Dannevoux,
pointmd oute

Gas ahella, froquently mixed with HE and shrapnel {air bursts), are almost
ooratantly thrown in grest numbers in the wooded areas sdjasent te the mut-
post zone. If s south wind is blowing the onomy may shell the valley, ex-
tending frox Dannevoux sust to the Meuse riveor, a very conocentrated mustard
gas belng usad, the wind oarrging it into vhe Bols dos Moriaux wherse it
olings persistently for days.

With the 129th in the Bois des Moriaux was the 102nd Trench Morter Battery,
most of whose mortars were oconcentrated in thet woodo The history of the
battery was tc say that only its wespons were maintained in the wond, with
all else back in the Bols Jurs, "on account of the large amount of gas which

the enemy continued to fire into the valley of Dannevoux and the Bois des

Moriauxo"s2

Batween the enemy harassing fire with gas night after night and the
gas attack of 6§ October, the severe drein on the strength of the 129th In-
fantry resulted on the 8th in a memo to all battalion commanderss

The repid depletion of the fighting stresngth of the regiment, due to the
evacuation of large numbers of ?gassed’ cases is a matter of vital concern
to all offivers. While undoubtedly the greater number of cases are bona
fide, it is quite probable that some men are availlng themselves of this
excuse in order to leave the firing lindeo..Company and platoon ocrmanders
can assist by seeing all gassed ocases {sxcept wounded) before they report
to aid stationsco..oBattalion surgeors should use tha greatest care in svao-
uations...Only surnest and painstaking carec.o.will enable this regiment..cs
not to neglect its actuel gassed cmses on the ome hand, or deplate its
strongth through unnecessary eveouatlions on the other.

61
Situ Rpt, 130th Inf, 9 Cot, subs s/3 Dannevoux (33rd Div Box 17,
33,1)

62
Brief History, 102nd TM Bty, n.d. (33rd Div Box 18, 33.2).
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And the next days

The regimental commander deaires to impress on all officers and men the
seriousness of the situation, and to remind all unit commenders that they
are responsible for the enforcement of gas discipline.

The second memo went on to say that all gas oases wore to bes investigated,
and if any officer or NCO had felled in his duty, he was to be disciplined.

Meanwhile, company commenders were to see that all companies were given

further gas defeunse instruction by ths ges personnolo63

Aorosa the Meuso

With the fallure to pierce 5he Kriemhilde Stellung in the attack on
4 October, Claudel’s XVII French Corps, which had remained in place since
the stort of the offensive, was alerted to prepare a frontal attack on ths
Meuse heights. On 7 Qotober, the 33rd Division was put under XVII Corps for
tactical purposes, with orders to hold its defensive position on the left
benk of the river and at the sams time ready a part of its forses to cross
the river and ooopsrate in the attack. 54

The mission of XVIT Corps was to seize and hold the heights of the
Meuse northwest of Beaumont between the Meuse and Theinte rivers. Its
foroces included the 1l8th and 26th French Divisions, reernforced by six
Senegalese battalions, To their left would be ths 58th Brigade of the 29th

American Division, and astride the Meuse, the 33rd Division. Opposite was

63
Memo, 129th Inf to bn and spec unit comdrs, 8 Oot, subs Kvac of Gas

Cases; mem>, ibid., 9 Oot, nos. (33rd Div Box 16, 6404).

64
FO 39, First Army, 14 hrs, 5 Ooct; SO 546-8/3, XVII Corps, 3rd Bur, 6
Oct; FO 24, IYI Corps, 17530 o'olock, 7 Octe.




the ist Austro-Hungarian Division, socn te be reenforced by the ¥2md Divi-

rvem——

sion and elementa of the 228th Division {Maps No. 7 and 8).

The first objectives of the 58th Brigade and 18th French Division were
the enemy OP's at Malbrouck ridge and the Bois d'Heumont; the second objeot- E
ives, Molleville Ferme and the Bois d'Ormont. On the right, the 26th French @
Division was to capture the Bois des Caures and Flabas.

When XVII Corps had asdvanced to the line Consenvoye-top of Bois de

Consenvoye-Flabay, elements of the 33rd Division would oross at Consenvoye

ard Brabant and join the flank of the 58th Brigade. The whole corps would

then advance in an arc to the first line of exploitation, north edges of

Bois de Chaume and Plat-Chene-Bois d'Etraves-Crepion-¥Flabas, and then the
second line, Sivry-top of Bois de la Grande Montagne-Flabss. III Corps
was to assist this operation by a simultaneous ettack west of the Mouse
(Map No. 9)»65

For its part in the operation, the 33rd Division was dirscted to put
two battelions along the southern edge of the Bois de Forges, ready to i
cross at I'rabant, and a battalion on the northern edge of the wood, to
1 cross at Lonsenvoye. Six batteries of 75's in the Bois de Forges, three |
mors near Cote de 1'Ois, and three batteries of 155's below Cumieres were l

i to proteot the crossing at Comsenvoyo.66

65

History, I, 100 — 02, and FOs, above. Also, Plan d'Engagement du
17th T0R.,7% Oot (33rd Div Box 5, 32). See Map 37 in History, IV, for
33rd Div objectives.

o 66 ‘ ,
FO 27, 33rd Div, 6800 pem., 7 Oote .
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On 7 October, two of the machine gun companies end the three battaries
of 75's in the Bois de la Cote lLemont moved down to the Ferges area, arriv-
ing there well after dark. At the same time, the lst and 2nd Battallions
of the 132n¢ Infantry, in reserve at Melancourt, and the 2nd Battalion of
the 131st Infantry with its machine gun company, near Dannevoux, as well as
two companies of the 108th Engineers, came intv the Bois de Forges cpposite

Brabant and Consenvoye. Cbserving the movements, enemy artillery shelled

"the neighborhood of Forges with gms from 2200 until shortly before mid-

. i
nightoﬂs'r

At 0800 on 8 Qutober, without artillery preparation, the American and

French forces betwesn Samognéux and Beaumont began their attack. Before
0800 they had advanced above Brabant, and the lst and 2nd Battealions of the
132nd Infantry, under a dense barrage, were ordered emcross %o that town.
Construction of passages over the river and canal hed begun at dawn "under
hea'ry [énomi] artillery fire averaging ninety shells an hour -~ many of
them gas shells, so that masks had to be worn during part of the time."®

With tleir machine gun companiss on their flanks, the lst and 2nd
Battalions of the 132nd Infantry, under Col, Abel Davis, formed abreast
just north of Brebaat. At 1100, learning that the 58th Brigade had reached
Malbrouck and the southern edge of the Bois de Brabant, they advanced to-

ward their objective, the road running nertheast out ¢f Consenvoye.

'37_‘

History, I, 98 = 99. DOR, 33rd Div, 7 - € Cot (33rd Div Box 8, 33.1)
repor¥ted Iﬁg gas shells in the Forges area betweer 2200-2345, with 150 HE
shells in the Bois de Forges. Two casualties ware reported.

{
"“?,:‘ ‘ % 658 .
B History, I, 104 - O%.
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Despite flanking fire from the Bois de Consenvoye, the objestive was
reached shortly after noon. At that time the 2nd Battalion, 131lst Infan-
try, was ordered acrcss at Consenvoye, to support the 132nd Infaatry ia
its next advance to the top of the Bois de Cheume. Under & two-~hour stund-
ing and rolling barrage, the line advanced towards the wood, only to be
halted by intense enemy shell fire. At nightfall the troops dug in along
the south edge of the Bois de Chaume, covertaken by "darkness and storm" . 69
The line of XVII Corps, advanced that day with the fire support of 600
guns, extended from the southern edge of Bois de Chaume-through the Bois
de Consenvoye~Ormont Ferme-north edge of Bois d'Haumont-northwest cormer
of Bois des Caures. -

Because of the danger of counteratteck agalnst its troops east of
the Meuse, as well as the toll-teking machine gun and artillery fire from
the heights north and east of Sivry-sur-Meuse, the 33rd Division on the
afternoon of the B8th ordered the two remaining battalions of tho 131lst

Infantry to the Bois de Forges as an emergency reserven71

69

DOR 33rd Div, 8 - 9 Oot. Cf Msg, CO 132nd Inf, 8320 p.m., 8 Qot;
"At 6540, left battalion advance element about 700 yards north of Consen-
VOYy8soooStopped by standing barrage till dark and dug in for night. No
word from right battalion. Capt Kendall, surgeon, just ceme in, reports
ubout 76 casualties; some gas, some btullets, eand some artillery, appar-
ently pretty well mixed" (33rd Div Box 20, 32.11).

70

FO 28, 33rd Div, 11346 p.m., 8 Qot; History, I, 107 - 08. The 12
battories of the 52nd Brig fired 13,000 rounds in support that day and
during the next two days were to fire as many more (DOR 33rd Div, 8 -~ 10
Oct) °

71

History, I, 109 - 10.
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In stubborn retreat bhefore the advence of the Franco~American forces
along its front that day, Maas Ost ordered its artillery to make "the widest
possible use of gas ammunitionooo[§y the 77's and field howitzeré], with
slight use of HE" through the night of 8 ~ 9 October. The harassing fire of ‘

the 7th Reserve Division srtillery was to cover (onsenvoye and the terrain

to its north, that of the lst Austro-Hungarian Division from Consenvoye. to

Samogneux, the 32nd Division from Samogneux to Anglemont Ferme, and the

15th Division from Anglemont Ferme to Beaumont. The lst Austro-Hungarian

| artillery was also to keep Forges and Brabant under heavy fire during the
night, to prevent further reenforcements coming over from the west banrk,

: while from 05800 oa its artillery and that of the 32nd Division were to

maintain annihilation fire on ths portion of the Hagen end Brabant Stel-
lugen on their frontsa72 The forces under Colonel Davis were later to re-
\ | port that they were "flooded with gas" on 8 - 9 October.

| Resumirg the attack at 0640 on the 9 October under a 6,000-round

f | barrage, the two battaliors of the 132nd Infantry, with the 2nd Battalion,
131st Infantry, in support of the right flank, advanced from below the

Bois de Chaume and reached their obhjective about noontime, a line above

the Tranchee la Vanne and along the north edgss of the Bois de Chaume and
Bois Plat-Chene, That same morning, as the enemy launched a concerted

counterattack against XVII Corps foross, the 177th and 102nd Infantry of

7 2 N 1]
Maas Ost Order 4163, 8 Oct (Maas Ost Opns Orders to Cot 18, Cerman vi !
Files Box 48, fol 81Q/32¢13)0 Meas Ost WD, 9 Oct, said in confirmation ! ,

S , that "our arty held the Meuse orossings es well as assembly points and ap- 5 v

i proach roads under heavy fire mixed with gas" (German Files Box 115, fol .| o
: Ia, Pe 34)0 . 3 ' »
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the 32nd Division, which had come in beside the lst Austro-Hungarian Divi-
slon during the night, assaulted the 58th Brigade forces at the top of the
Bois de Consenvoye, drlving them bask through the woods and exposing the
flank of the 33rd Division troops (Msp WNo. 10).’° Nevertheleas, the thres
battelions continued t¢ advence above the Bois de Cheume and et 1400 were
in the vicinity of the road from Sivry to Villeneuve Ferme.74

At thet point, the 102nd Infantry wheseled and hit the 13lst Infantry

on the right flank, as the 232nd Reserve Infantry and 105th Storm Battel-

ion of the lst Austro-Hquarian Division struck the battalions of the

132nd Infantry below Sivryo75 All three battelions were driven back sp-
proximately two kilometers as the German forces recaptured the Beis de
Chuume and Bois Plat-Chene. The troops that had fallen back to thes

trenches below the Bois de Chaume were described that night as "in very

73

Msg, Maj Chipenfisld [EAG, 33rd Dii] with 18th Fr Div, 8550 a.mo,
9 Oct; Msg, Huidekoper, 9515 a.m., 9 Oct; Msg, Adj G8th Brig, 10510
acme, 9 Oot (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16).

74
Particular Order 868/3, XVII Corps, 1350 hrs, 9§ Oct, reporting Msg,
Huidekoper at 2520 pe.m. (with Msgs in Box 6, 32.16).

75

These erroneous identifications of the lst A-H units involved ap-
pear in a number of 33rd Div records. The lst A-H Div had e 106th St.
Bu. but not a 106th, end the 232nd Res Inf wee in the 107th Div and not
on this front.  Ses Map No. 10 for the mcre probable units. ere nre
also disorepancies between this map and the records conocerning the 32nd
Div unit involved.
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poor shape.

Tho three bsttalions under Ccle. Abel Davia ware in no oondition to con-

tinue the atcack. In two days they had advanced five kilometers through the
Hagen end Volker Stellungen and were at the Glselher §tellung when they were
stopped. "They...had been heavily pounded with shells auc mechine-gun fire, ' {

and flooded with gas," and had lost 1 officer uad 37 men killed, 11 offiocers

and 315 men wwundedo77

The Division Gas Officer was to say there were nc special gas attacks
on 8 and © Cctober, but that large numbers of pgas shells mixed with HE fell | 1
over the entire division urea, on both sides of the Meuse. "The large
losses reported this date [}aﬂ&, 257 gas cases in the 129th Infantry, 181

ges ocases smong the forces sast of the Meuse| were misleeding.® The

A 7_6 ' )
g Msg (Conversation}, Capt Bader [{& Fr Mission ) at 66th Brig Hq to ‘ q
B G - & 33rd Div, n.ho, 9 Oct {33rd Div Box 6, 32o16§; DOR, 33rd Div, 9 - 10 *
1 Oct; History, I, 112 - 15; ltr, CO 1&2nd Inf to CG 33rd Div, 15 Nov, subs

Cont Memo 36 (33rd Div Box 20, 33.6). !

Mage (st WD, 9 Oot, implied thst the principel cbjeot of the counter-
attack thet dsy was Kronprinzhohe Ebill 316 in the tols de ChaumE] , but
the arty comdr cf the 32nd Div saild its 102nd and 177th In{ were ordered
to retake the IWL {l.ec, ﬁﬂgj or Volker Stellung (3Znd Div-Sut Units WDkA,
8 - 20 Oot, GemanLFiles Box 184, fol III, p. 112Yo — !

A prisuner that day dsscribed the fortified wmg nssts, 10 meter-desp
. ~ dugouts, anu trvench retwork in the Bois de Chauws end Bois de Conssenvoys
" and said thess woods would be held and that 3 to 4 4 sislions were in re=
sarve back of the wocds for that purpose (Msg, Capt Jauer Asst G - 2 33rd
Div tc 3 « 2 33rd Div, 123505 poms, 9 Oct).

RO R e

{ " iy, !
(i

Histery, I, 116 Lir, €O 132nd Inf, 15 Nov, above, said the camual-
ties as of ého gth wers 2 officers end 34 men kilied, 7 officers, and 191
men wounded.

N ; Notes The Hystory (I, 118, 362) reports vhe sume casualty totals for '! ‘
& the bn of the I3%nd Iaf on tho wwst benk as for the two bns on the east P
bank. 8es p, 57 below. Ltr, 15 Nov, is probebly correct. . B
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operation undsr Colonel Dav.is hed slowsd down, said Lieutenant Vawter, and
on the 9th all those men who were thought to have been gassed were sent to
the eid statior for examination. The Medlocal Department kept no reocord of
the mumber of thuse who were sraocuated but ostimated thaet it was at least

60 peroent »f thoze exemined, O

Reenforoenent.a to the Rast Bank

Brigadier General Wclf, commender of the A6th Brigmde, waz now
plesed in charge of troops across %l river, and on the nighé of 9 October
reenforcements began pouring ovey the bridgas. All three battalions of
the much~gusssd 125%h Infentry, the 3rd Battalion of the. 150th, and the
two remaining battelions of the 1l3lst, with four machine gun companies,
were moved across during the nighto?Q Except for the bettalion of the
132nd Infantry with the 4th Division in the Bois du Fays, two battalions
of the l30%.L Infentry in front of Brieulles, and a single machine gun
company iu the Bois d& Forges, all combat units of the 33rd Division were

now on the esst bank of the Meuse.°Y

78

Ltr, DGO to C CWS, 22 Feb, subs Gas Atks [GAF-3%rd Div). Hospital
admission lists show 261 gas casualties and 115 wounded ovasuated on 9
Oct (see Analysis).

79

Six gas casualties were reported in cne of the NG companier when it
traversed a contaminated area Llu the Bois Jure that night (Ltr, DX to
€GO IIXI u, 13 Oot, subs Cas Rpts).

80

History, I, 116 ~ 17. Aotually, the 3rd Br, 129th Inf, crowsed uc
the night 09: the 9th, the other two the next day {Chrom Res of Events
of 65th Brig, 10 Oot, 33rd Div Box 13, 1105}

R LR

o e




T g T T T Ty

e et o o mem R 4 AR R 1 e 10 YA T e S

The movemsnt across the river had beon ocarried cut under continual
harasasing fire from the enemy guna to the morth. The War Diary of the

7th Reserve Division artillery commander reported that "abundant ges"

was fired on the night of @ ~ 10 Qotobur, both on the reenforcements
moving down the wast bamvk smd the forces clinging to thelr poaiticns on

the east banks

fwring the night tae tatteries fired heavy harassing fars on troop aress, i
woods, roeds, approectes, probable assembly plsces, and lriageheads south ;
of ¥ilonnos, west of Sivry to south of Belhaino-Muhlie on the west bark of
the Meuse, with long range fire in front of cur lines south of Slvry-
Kromprinc ¢ruw~£§alaw Bill 316 y~Onhaumberg Raviue [%2 the west of Hills
376 and 388 l-south of Fartaleun Kapallei The nigntly hurassiny shccot wax
caerrisd out with cbundant gas content.”

The order for ~ttack issued by XVII Corps on tie svening of the Zth

directsd the 33rd Division to retake the Boles de Chaume and Bois Plat~-

Chene with the two “fresh® battalions of the 13lst Infantry in the lead,

exploiting to the lins eouth of 3ivry-Villeneuve lerme-Grid )ia» 24 (see !
! Map No. 2j., The S8%th Brigeds of the 29th Division snd the 18th Frerch
| Division would continue their advar<e to the Bois de la Granus Montwgne, !
r | Bois de la Reine, end Beis d’OrmOﬁt‘sz
When Genoral ¥olf sarrived orn the emst bank, he reported to General

Bells

Arko 25 WD, 10 Oct (7th Res Div-8Sub Un’ts-WDka, 23 Sep - 1l Qof,
Gsrman Tiles Box 185, fol TI, pe b2); Morzing Rpt, 7th Res Div, 10 Cot
(fol I, po 188)o The Morning Rpt for 1l 9ot (p. 108) said that during
the night gas and HE had agein been put on troop ascembly areas, roads,
drews, and the bridgehwvads on the Meuse.

\ ‘ 21

82

PX

Msg, Cof§ XVII Corp3, 9346 pem., 9 Cot; Partioular Oyder 864/3, 9
Oct (33rd Div Box 8, 32.16).
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Unless rm

the H6th Bri adﬁu] helps us on %he right, wa will be only throwing

away men to atteok r ne German fo,ces in the woods ]. Bader | Capt, 10,
Fropch Missiud] #hiﬁks unless they will help us we should withdraw to the

normol 0bjoctT¥e uUn” Coussnvoye~top of Bolsg de COnuenvOy?J

Renernl Rell replieds

That smtteok has got o be uule tomorrow wmoraing et 6 o'clock. Has Ridgway
seen relieved in eoccordanee with my ocderss Relieve him at oncec....He is

penicky. The regimert at the right is going to make the attaock....Wore the
treops of thm 13lst ongeged in this fight? Wiat 18 o provent the five

battaulions that did¢ mnot take part, mexiag the attaeck to?crrcw?.ooYou heve
five fregh buttelionse I will see that they get there.’

The attack wau mede withcout the hslp of the 58th Brigede on the right.

The btarrage came dewn at 0306 on the wmorning of the 1l0th and Ghe troops
movad out throuagh Colonsl Davis' erhausted end disovganired forces in the

Tranches du Cable. Againul hewvy artille:ry end machine gun fire, the 3rd

Battalion, 13lat Infantry, fought its way through the Bois de Cheume {o

the rosd from Sivry to Villeneuve Ferme. AL 1060 its oommander reporteds

Qur trnops gained objectiwe but could not held it on account of intenss

sheiling and machine gun fire. Sholling is of HE and gas- Am trying to
gether troops who are in the underbrush and will establish a new line in
La Voune trench west of Bois Jds Chouvwe. Can you send re-inforcements to

Join oa my rignt?

8%
Msg (Conv), no e, 9 Oot (33rd Div Box 6, 32,16) reccrds s series of

oonversetion: between Bader, Wolf, and Bell that nightc Ope conv indi-
cates it wes 2040 when Gen EBoll ordered the two bns of the 12%5h and onae
of the 130tha to rpt to uven Wolf on the emat Lauk, and that they were %o
lead the attack at daylight. But the 13lst Inf units, preceding them
aocrona the river, made the -Lhuck.

The reference to Maj Hamlet C. Ridgwey (Znd Bn, i3ls%t Inl!) suenxs ¢xplained
in Bpt, 131lst Inf Engugement at Bols de Chaume (33rd Div Box 1S, %3.6)s
"One revently essigned Major whc had never been ir action before was in-
clined to be panicky, end more c¢r less disorganization existed in some uf’
the three kegimentel Decachments and{ Machine Gun vompenies scattered as
they wers thurough the wooda." Major Ridgwey, howaver, was with the divi-
sion when it arrived in France. The "recently asaigned Major® has not

otherwice besn identified.
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An hour later he signalleds

Ws are in a hole. 8o 18 let Battalion. Compeny A of lst Battalion is with-
drewing. BEnemy artillery fire is ruining us.

And ten minutes laters
lst Battelion is now 1000 yards to my right with no tronps in btetween. I
have no field of fire and in case of attack will nave to fall baock in the
woods, The wonds ere being shelled very hsavily and it would be almost
impogsible to keep troops in there with gas as strong as it is....It is im-
possible to stey in the .front edge of the woods without having a gas mask
on all the time, We sure need more men.
At 1240, the 3rd Battalion fell back through the woods.B4

On the right, the lat Battalion, 13lst Infaatry, initielly disorgen-
ized by intense machine gun fire, had almost coms up to the 3rd Battalion
when its pusition elong the north edge of the woods was mads untensble by
hostile fire and "vegetation...reeking with ngo"GS Tenahle c¢r not, the
lst Battalion hung on, for et 140G the conmander of the 131st Infantry re-
ported his line spread thinly along the north edges of Chaume and Plat=~
Chene woods, without any sign of the 58th Brigade on his flenk. Ten min-
utes later, the lst Battalion signalleds

Enemy is formuing for counterattack. Without further strength for front
line will have to withdraw. Heavy sasualties have beon suffered end no

touch on rightoes

o4 -

Msg, CO 3rd Bn 13lst Inf [ Maj Francis M. Allen] to CO 13lst Inf,
1060, 10 Oot; Msg, ibid., 1206; Msg, Cept Magnur with 3rd Bn, ibid., 1215;
Msg, 3i'd Bn, ibid., 1240 (s%rd Div Box 18, 32.16.)

85
History, I, 118 - 21,

o Msg, GO 131lst Inf [Col Jos B. Senborm | to CO_1ll6th Inf [B8th Brig].
1400, 10 Oot; Msg, CO ist bn, 13lst Inf § Coady] to CO 13Ist Inf,

1410, (23rd Div Bnx 6, 32016, )

Llthough Ve, CO l3lst Inf to CO lst Ba, 13lst Inf, 1355, 10 Oot (33rd Div
Box 18, 32.,16) ordered Capt Walter Ho Magner of 2nd Bn, l3lat Inf tuv replecs
Coady as lst Bn comdr, this does not seem to have taken place umtil 1¥ Oct.

See below, p 61,
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Advance elements of both the Srd and lat Battaliona, 13lst Infantry,

seem to have got on the road west of Sivry and above the Bois Plat-Chene

almost to Villeneuve Yerme, for the firat were sesn from the air and,

though questionable, the others were so reported at 1600 by the lst Bat-

o

talioas

Have suffered heavy casuslties. Troops dug in on 84 Meridian. 1lst Bat-
talion, 129Gh Infantry in rear my right flenk.8’

With troop elements dug in to the east of Eivry and the remainder of

the 3rd and 1st Battalions, 13lst Infantry, disorganized and scattered

above and in the Bois de Chaume and Bolis Plat-Chene, ths 3rd Battalions

of the 130th and 129th Infantry were sent up as support on the afternoon

of the 10th, and were themselves thrown into disorder by the "terrifio

artillery fire consisting of high explosive, shrapnel and gas, as well

as flanking machine gun fire resulting in many casuvalties." "The ter~

rain which they ococupied was flooded with gas,™ and “enemy planes sprayed

the line with machine gun fire...without opposition.88 j

. ‘ That night the left side of the line remained near Sivry, while the
-} battered right of the line, held only by disorganized detachments, dug in
along Dans les Vaux valley and through the woods east to Mearidien 24. Un- ;

|
der heavy machine gun, shell, and gas fire, it was not possible to connect

87
i Msg snd map dropped by Lt Borden, 90th Air Squad, 1520, 10 Oct; FM,
20 lst Bn 13lst Iaf to CO 131st Inf, 160C (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16).

; | 88
R | History, I, 122 - 24.
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up the line, "but individual units dug in the best they oould."e9

At 2015 that night, the commander of the lst Battalion, 13let Infantry,
sont the first of a sories of messagoes desoribing his plights

l
Counterattaock imminent as enemy has boen massing troops all day. Front f
thinly held. Support is absolutely neocsssary if we hold. i

Need support. Valley is shelled and gassed, Casvalties estimated at 50%. i

My right flank entirely open. Have lost touoh with my C and D companies
and the othar two badly shot up., Need support.go

At midnight, the regimental surgeon reporteds

The extreme point of endurance has almost been reached and I have graye
foars for the result if the regiment is not withdrawn from the line.

Indicating the probable dlsposition of 33rd Division troops on the f
night of 10 Qotober iz a map prepared by the 129th Infentry, tracing the
movements of its battalions between 9 - 20 October (Mep No. 1l). Another
mep showing the disposition of 13lst Infantry troops on the lOth is repre-
sented by the Overlay to Map No. ll. Ngither map indicstes eny advance
foreces or patrols on a line with Sivry, although messages and rocords of
ovents put them that far forward.

Still another map, made by an offiocer of the Historical Section, Army

War College, and based on unidentified division records end an actual survey
of the terrain east of the Meuse, appears as Map Noo 12, It is unlikely

thet any of the bsattalions ropresented, exvept perhaps those in the Tranches

85
History, I, 124.

Msgs, Coedy CO lst Bn to CO 131lst Inf, 20165, 2245, 2400, 10 Oct (33rd
Div Box 6, 32,16).

9l

g0

Msg, MO to CO 13lst Inf, 2400, 10 Oot {3%rd Div Box 18, 32.16).
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du Cuble and ebuve Consenvoye, possessed anything like the ocohesion indi-
oated on theuso maps.

Cn the wost bank of the Meuse cn the 10th, under relatively light
enemy fire, the lat and Znd Battalions of the 1l3Cth Infentry wers sproad
in a thin line from the wostern sdge cf the Bois de la Cote Lemont, through
the Bois de Dannevoux, sroun! the bond of the Meuse, down o Laitodie de

Belhainas, with two platoons sent that day to occupy the sector between

0

o)

Durmevoux and Consenvoys.

The only other element of the 33rd Division or that sids of the river
was the 3rd Battalion, 13Z2nd Infantry, and its mschine gun company, with
the 4th Division in the Bois du Fays. On the 10th it participeted in ths
atteck agaiast the Bols de Foret, advanoing to the northern edge of the
woued, and holding its posltinn until ralieved by the 3rd Division cn the
l3th. In its week with the 4th Division, the battulion lost 1 officer and
37 mon killed, 1l officers arnt 315 mon wounded and gassedo Theo machine
gun oompany commander was to say that Yduo to the enemy alternaiing hipgh

velocity ghella with gns,” 105 of his 130 combat men had become casualties

during that weekogs

92
History, I, 125.

B

’ History, I, 125, 130, 362, Ltr, CO MG Co 132nd Inf to CO 132nd Inf,
30 Jan 19, aubs RBpt on Actiomc..in Bois du Fays, & - 12 Oct (33rd Jiv
Box 20, 35«6)0
Cf Msg, Maj Bullington O 3rd Bn 132nd Inf to G ~ 8 33rd Div, 5510 pom.,
10 Qob (33rd Div Box 8, 32.16)s "I have had 9 officers ani about 160 aun
oasuaitiesas. Located in Beis de Fayse My dootor and first sid people ware
all gessed and have gone to the hospital.®




"Situation...untenable...condition of men...desperate”

The order of XVII Frenoh Corps on the evening of 10 October announced

that the line reached that day ran acroszs the top of the Bois de Chaume |

and Bois Plat~Chene=§ill 371 (west of Richene, 1.9., Hill 382)~the north~
ern edge of the Bois de Molleville-gouthern edge of the Bois d'Ormont.
There was no chaunge in the missicn of the 33rd Division, as the 5&th Brig-
ade was directed to contime its advance to the Grande Montagne the next
morning, supported by the French divisions on its righto94
But the Bois de Chaume was as yot tenuously held, and most of the

Bois Plat=Chene romained firmly in the enemy's hands. Fearing eanother

counterattack against its tired forces, the 33rd Division directed that

an smergency defense line be yrepared along the top of the Bois de
Chaume running southeast to Hilli 371, with a liaison detachment between
Hills 371 and 332 (Richeme), connecting with the $8%h Brigade. "The Line
of Resistance will ve held to the lasto....Prompt means will be taken to

bring up all stragglers, and to complete any necessary reorganization of

unltso"gs

94
History, I, 126,

95
FO 29, 33rd Div, 9400 pomo, 10 Oot; FH, CG 56th Brig to Opns O 131st
Inf, 2025, 10 Oct (33rd Div Box 18, 32.16).

Troops "drifting to the rear in large numbers upon small excuse™ -~ a prob-
lem in the St. Mihiel operation -- became a reul threat on the whole Army
front in October., See III Corps orders on straggling, cited in Conf Memo
7, 33rd Div, 7 Sep, and Conf Memo 24, 33rd Div, 21 Oot (33rd Div Box §,
32,15) . p
The events oast of the Meuse that week were enticipated by III Corps be-
fore the operation began. Opns instructions, 13lst Inf, 25 Sep (33rd Div



Throughout the night of 10 ~ 11 October and the following day inces-
sant high explosive, machine gum, and gas fire hampered the diviaion as it
sought to round up its strugglers, reorganize its units, and set up the de-
fensive line on the edge of the Bois de Chaume. The ocommander of the last
Battalion, 13lst Infantry, in the valley above Chaume, reported that morn-
ings "Am being rlavked on right by heavy mechine guns. Can't hold on
much longer. Advise."™ So far as he could tell, he had 8 cofficers and 243
men left ir his battalion, including headquarters men. One company had
only 30 men and wes without officers.”S

Some idea of the confusion at the time may be seen in Brigadier
General Wolf's order, and its sequelas, to Cclonel Sanborn of the 13lst
Infantry on the morning of the llth, to take command of the 3rd Battelions
of the 129th and 130th Infantry, with their machire gun units, as well as
his own regiment and machine gun companies. When these socattered and cas-
ualty-ridden elements had bsen regrouped, he was to organize a defensive
line with a battalion each of the l3lst, 130th, and 129th Infantry abreast

along Grid 82, a support line in the trenches telow Bois de Cheume and Bois

Plac-Chen» with the lat and “nd Battallons of the 13lst Infantry, and

95 (continuad)

Box 18, 32.11) quoted a ltr from Gen Bullards "In the fight expect from
sven good offiners reports of their losses greater than ever ocourrad in
any battle....Expect therefore hysterical ocutories for reenforcements long
before they are necessary....deks big provisions for military police to
push wen back into the firing line. Search rear echelons and kitchens
especialliroocs™

96
Mags, 1st Bn 13lst Inf to CO 13lst Inf, 1000, 1100, 11 Qot (33rd Div

Box 18, 32.16; Box 6, 32.16).




roserve forces in the trenches northeast of Consenvoye comprising the lst
end 3rd Battalions of the 129th Infantry and 2nd Battalion, 132nd Infan~
tr}’o 97

Almost continuous heavy enemy fire made movement all but impossible
and little reorganization of units or preparation of defensive positions
was achleved over the next three deys. As Colonel Sanborn saids
The troops from 6 A.M., October 10th to the night of October l4th-15th
wers subjected to shell fire, machine gum fire, gas, seroplane attacks
and fire from snipers incessantly in some parts of the line. Very few
were able to obtain any needed rest or sleep. To add to their discom-~
fort it rained nearly every day, frequently food could not be trensported

to parts of the line, romotimes it was spoiled by mustard gas, E}n low
areas in the woods compelled men to wear gas masks nearly all the time....

And he addeds
Commoncing the night of the 10th until the relief; battelion and company
commanders senf] messago s rgonatantlij portraying the situation as un-
tenuble and the condition of the men as desperate.

Of the mesaages extant in the records of the division, those of the
1st Battalion, 13lst Infantry, are most complete. In a final exchange
with Colonsl Sanborn on the 12th, Major Coady reporteds

The condition of the Battalion is ewfully bade The men are completely ex-
hauated. They are constantly exposed tc artillery and machine gun fire....

57
History, I, 128 - 33; Msg, CO 13lst Inf to Maj Bittle | CO 3rd Bn,
130th™ Inf E 1100, 11 QOct (33rd Div Bex 18, 32.16).

The remains of “he lst and 3rd Bns, 129th Inf were ordered consolidated
in the early morning of the 12th (Msg, PC 130th Inf to 3rd Bn 13lst Inf
[}io:], 2820 aomo, 12 Oct, 33rd Div Box 18, 32.16).

98
131st Inf Bngagement at Bois de Chaume, 10 - 14 Oct (33rd Div Box

19, 33.6); History, I, 369.




T ey g e i N E 8 e et £ 48 4 8 e S 4 S & e

Thoy cen't possibly asvand it w ' longer. Ebnly 2 captaing snd 3 lisutenants
ere isft,”] the othar officers being killod or wounded. I have approximetely
250 men lefto Moat of them when they get out of here will be physiocal
wreoks. Can't something be done to relieve this sltuection?

Colonel Sanborn roplieds

Stay wherc you arc ard hoid the line until you hear further from me., You
ere no worse off than the rest of the iroops who arv holding on end making

no oowplainta<9

l
|
J
!
The next day, Major Coedy of the lst Battelion was replaced by Capisin i

!
Magner, Major Ridgway uf the 2nd Battalion who had fallen back on the morn- ;
ing of the 9tn, was replacad by Captair Marr, and the messages from the lat

Battalion ceasod°100
Noither Army, corps, nor divisional artillery, confinsd sinca 2

: v October to the firing of HE slone, appsars tv have been effeoctive against
R the heavy enemy fire. Although the 52nd FA Brigade, on the west bank ad-

vanoed its 75's from the Bois de Furges to tho RBols Jure, with several

O

R

i;:ﬁ#f batteriey put asross the river bolow (onseuvoys, and from the Cote d'Oie

to the vicinity of Gercourt, to give closer support to the operations on

7 e

o vhe east tank, it could get no directions for itas fire and the enemy guns

poured in shell unmolested. 101

RRry ? The batteries of the lat Austro-Hungerian Divisiom joined in that
‘ ,: N Mesas Ost fire, but by 10 October the troops of the Jerman division wera i §
K
}

% Mag, lst Bn 13lst Inr to CO 13lst L £, 1215, 1z Oct; Msg to (D lst
Bn, 13lst In®, 1220 (33rd Div Box 18, 32.15).

. 100
. Msg, CO 13lst Inf, 1500, 13 Oot .32rd Div Box 18, 32.18),
REPES 101
: . History, i, 1z28, 132, 136,
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raduond to defensive olusiere of exhanated men. A ten~pege vperatiouns ra-

pavt of the division Jsseribss ln some dotall the sotion of the lst Austro-
Hungerian end 32nd Division o 8 - 10 Ootober. It asseris that esoch Ger-

man vegiment in the line wag opponed by en entire dmericen or French divi-

sion, and that regrouping of the avellable srtillery, togather with deter-

mined counterattsoks by the last reservo fcoroes on that front, ware the

decisive fuotors in the successful holding operatioaoloz

On the afternoon of 12 Qctobar, the remmante of the }E? Aastro-

Hungarian Divialon were relieved ky the 228th Division ard marched to

Jametz (Map No. 13), "to reorganize new sombat units from it ard be ready

for re-~employmsnt as svon as po;aibloo"los

Overwhelming as the enemy firs seemed to the 33rd Division, General
voa Soden of Maas 0st was to express dissatisfaction on 12 Detober with

the fire performence of the divisional artillery under his commend. An

order tnat dey sailds

In spite of meny dirsctions [givea in covps orders cn 2, 5, 6, 8, 9,
October| that gas tmmunitionLYn gignificantly lerge emounts bte fired...
the ammunition consumption survey ¢f 10-11 Oclober showed that nothing ap-
proaching this crder was schleved. According to this survey ocnly 2,262
rounds cf gas ageinst 29,843 rounds of HE wers f'ired in the entire group

area. I ask #°) headguarters with all their means to sarry cut the gilven

o
Oprs Rpt 2866, Combat Activities East of the Meuss, 1lst A-H Div, 14

Oct (Itelien Files Box 2, A-H Army Hg).

143
Gpus Rpt 2966, p. 10. On 18 Qot, the "worn-cudl® lst A-H Div was
back in the live, in the Vilnsnes-Sivry ssotor, replaolng ¥he .1/th Div,

snd adjscent to the Eth Bav Res Div of Maas West.
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criers regarding the exrenditure of gas amunition.*'™

Thare is evidenca thee Masa uat ertiilery sorgkt to ooxply with this
dfvactive, for 7th heserve Mrision orders to ity artillery for the nighte
of 1z « 13 Govobar aud 13 ~ 24 Outober called for “heavy ges weateat” sl
"abundant wee ¢f gas® iun the harassing fice missions ian the Dennevsux acea,
in the woods of Cute YLemont, Moriaux, Dapnevoux, und Jure, Lhe length of

the Viloyres=Drillancourt roed, the vaal migr of the Beis de Forgeax eoross

to Consenvoyws, the Sivry-Carsenvoye road, and esoh of the prircipal vil-

1086

Jagns on *the wast bauk of the Meuse. Tha 3%rd Mvisglon is said to

have raported & Lobal of 2,07 gas shells, prinuipally yeilow sr+gs and

grean c.ca% (pheosgene), in ite ssotor tarough uls -.rek of l4 - 21 Ootober,

and ges casMs jinoreoasid prcportionately.los

e

Opns 9 4260, Mams ©st, 12 Oot {Germen Files Box 48, fol 810~32,13). i
0f thestr five orders, ooly that of 8 Ootv Los besn found in the Germen :
files. Meas Wesgh Ordes 759, 12 Os%, similarly rrdered wore “ganerous
use of gas" and "more gas then shrapunel,” but gave no mumo swwms™v, (Maec
Rost Y%A, 24 3wp - L1 Nov, German itles Box 50, fol II, peo 61). .

104

Notug This is the unly Geimen docuwnent zlviry precise fimires on gas
ammo expemiud. Fresumebly %he period of time ovor which the 2,262 gas
sholls wery fired by the arty < the 7th Res Div, l«t A~F Div, 3<nd Ulv,
end 228th Div -- all 3f Maes Oet « wer tiat of the 00rps ordurs relsrrad
to, 2 = 12 Gobt» ‘

if this was the welzht ¢f gas shell fired by Maas Ost arty on both banks
of the Meuss, “he umwuut falling in tho 33cd DIv seotors on eitier wide
of the river cannet hero bsen great, "t put on tir2d troops it produced
regults out of e1ll proportion to its meight.

108

Div O-ders 127/1C and 135/10 (7th Rea Div Wik A, 13 Sep -~ 19 Qot,
Germen Files Box 65, fol I, pp. 203, 207).
108

bir, CGO IXY Corps to GO First Army, 27 Oct, subs Weskly Rei, 24
Oct {1lst Army %Sox 340, II! €GC).
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It was the night of 13 ~ 15 October before partially regrouped units
on the east vank moved into the defenass, support, and reserve positions
that had bien pripared during intervals in the enemy shellings Only two,
instead of ths pismnned three, battalions were put into the fromt line
positilons, with one im suppors and four in reserve, The cther two battal-
ions on that side of the ~iver, the lst end 2nd of the 132nd Infantry,
hardest hit in the counberattack on the Hth, remained in the trenches
neur the ressrves as anoanvoyv.lg7

The Znd Battslion, 12%th Infantry, was one of the twu units that
moved ferward to Grid 82 in the Bois de Chaume that night (see Map No,
i1},

They were sugaged in improving thelir positions until the 15th of QOctober.
In this wood the voether contirned daxp and ocold, & oontinuel fog hanging
in the woods, and rain falling oftvem. The enemy used all calibers in
strafing the woods, snd swept from one eud to the other with his batter-
ies aight ana day. Gf? was used oxtanaivxég in his bombardments and the
troops Lad %0 be sonwvuantly on the alert.

The two revwiping battaljons of the 129th, in reservs above the Congen-
voye road, repurted sii "heavy gms and RE bombardments™ betwsen 13 - 15
Octob?r.log

The ogoupation of the hasty defense lives on the night of 13 - 14
Qctobor terminatod ths active operations of the 33rd Division east of the

Meouse.

»

dis%e I, 136 «~ 37. 8ee Opns 0 10, 13G%h Inf, 19 Oot (33rd Div
Box i7, 32.%2). for the final defensive organitstion. :

108
pas of 2nd Bn, 129th Inf, History, II, 687.

10¢
§01, 129th Inf, 13 - 15 Oct (33rd Div Box 16, 32.16).
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Nodest Geins

Marshal Fooh in his Memoirs said that between 8 - 10 Ootcber the
XVII Fronoch Corps got possession of the lins Sivry-Besumont, but after
10 October it
met with constantly increwsing resistence from the enemy and the means
at its disposal were insufficient to overoome the obstaoles which its
advance encountered. Its gaine beceme more and more modest. Tho enemy
sesemed firmly resclved to hold the right bank of the Meuse at all costs
-~ an assumption which was all the more plausible since this was his
sole chance of covering and a!garing the retreat of his bteaten armies
on his right wing end ocentre.

In extenuation of the fajilure of the 33rd Division to put its
forceas on Harsumont ridge, Colonel Sanborn, commanding the attacking
troops, said that three times his men had been on the final objective
tho[givrbeillenouvo Ferme rOaé]ovor-looking the ridge and each time had
had to fall bask when the troops on the right had been unable to advance
their lines. Each time that the 33rd had moved out ir front, enemy
machine guns had worked their way back through the woode to the open
flank end the line had to be withdrewn to keep from being cut to pleces,

"It was not deemed advisable,” he said, "to shell and gas the woods on

the right [E.oo, la Grande MontagnéZ]oxoept es & last resort for fear of

110

ppo 413, 442 - 43. Not quite at all coste. When, about 20 Qut,
the lst A~H Div learned that Maas West hed ordera to withdraw to the
Senta Stellung (below Aincreville-Doulcon) if a full scale attack was
made on the hills nmorth of Brieulles, the diviiion urgently requested
directions for its own withdrawal in that event (Opns Sec Weekly Rpt
3043, Preparsations for % thdrewal end Morale of Troops, 21 Oct, Italian

Files Box 2, A~H Army Ha)o.

[ —



interfering with troops...attempting to come forwardoos.” 1} This report
ts the only evidenoce that Haraumont ridge was the 33rd Diviaton objeotive,
or that there was ever any thought of gassing the Bois de lu Grende

Montngnnhllz |

JO—

More truly, the tired and often-gasas¢d troops that ocrossed the Keuse

on the night of 9 Octobér was so out up and disorganirzed from the lOth on

that they were in no oondition to make that advance against withering
firs across open ccuntry to the ridge. Losses in the seven days hetwsan

8 = 14 October were reported as 2 officers and 53 men killed, 7 offiocers

and 597 men wounded, and 643 officers sud men evacuated as gas snd eox-

heustion oeses, a total of 1,302 battle caauultlesolla

131

131at In{ Engagement at Bois de Chaume, 10 ~ 14 Oct {33rd Div Box
19, 33,6). Word that the 131lst Inf had reached the otjeoctive three times

|
wps roported in a single Msg, Opns Off 13lst Inl to Opna Off 66th Brig, |
1560, 10 Oct (33rd Div Box 18, 32.16)-

112

In 33rd Div Box 5, 32.12 Opna O, is an overlay without dats, iuenti-
fication, or explensiion, showing six circled targets in la Grande Montagne,
including Hills 377 and 375, and a seventh circle around all Sivry-Sur-

Meuse. Gas or smoke on these areas might well have aided the advance on :
the 33rd Div.

113

History, I, 145. Brig Gen Wolf, Opns on East Bank of the Meuse, 20
b ) Nov (T8rd §¥v Box 15, 33.6), the source of these figures, said of the
643 gassed and exhaustion cases that 152 were evacuated on 16 Oct, 429 on
17 Oct, and 62 on 18 Oct. '

Rpt, 13lst Inf Bngagement at Bois de Chaume, 10 - 14 Oot (33rd Div Box
18, 33.6), oclaimed that 131lst Inf oasualties alone were 14 killed and an
incomplete totel of i4l woundeds It also claimed all the 643 gas and ex-
haustion casas. Elasewher: in the same report, in a contradictory set of
figuree, the 131st Inf claimed its stremgth on 8 Qot wae 57 officers and

! 2,164 men, and that it loat 19 officers and 406 men in the Boias de Chaume
operation.

R ik
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Apparently it was aclely in an effort to straighten nut the tangle
in which the two brigades were now involved, prior to the smtisipated
relief of the division, that an order was issusd on the evening of 13
October for "mutual transfer of the 66th end &66th Brigaedes,..to tho esst
and wost banks of the Meuse reapootivolyo"ll4 That night, the lst and
2nd Battelions of the 132nd Infantry began crocssing to the west bank,
to replece the 1lst and 2nd Battalions, 130th Infantry, in the line be.
low Brieullescn5 And beginning that same night, the machine gun com-
panies were sorted out to their battalions and the aligoment began of

the remaining infantry battelions on their proper side of the Meuaeolle

The Bnd of the Campaign

On the evening of 14 October, the operations order of the XVII
Corps amounced that there had been a slight advance in the Boig 4f
Crmont, and that the next morning the 58th Brigade, supported by the
33rd and 18th French Divisions would tske by surprise the fortified

clearing before Molleville Ferms, as part of the continuing operation

114
Add 1 to FO 29, 33rd Div, 6800 PM, 13 Oct: History, I, 139. No
reason whatever is offered in the History for thée transfer.

115
Under daily shell fire and bursts of gas from the north, northeast,

and er st bank of the Meuse, the 130th Inf reported total casualties at
the time of its relief as 27 men killed, 9 officors sand 13§ men wounded
(Lir, CO i3Gih Inf 4o CG 33rd Div, 15 Nov, subs Rpt of Opns, 33rd Div
Box 17, 1104)0

1186
Hiatory, I, 138 - 42,
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against the Urande Montagno»ll?

¥ith corps and divislonal fire, and supporvted by a battulion of the
129th Infanctry, the 58th Brigeds resumed the attsok at 0800, 15 October.
Though it ronoched the southern adge ~f the Hols de la Grande Montagrae,
it vould not adwvance te its firpst objeoctive, The muppoerting 129th In-
fantry element, with 39 men killed and wounded, fell back to its origi-
nal position on the southern edgs of the Bols ?Iat-nhangolle AlL that
afternoon and night the enemy rut heavy fire on the wisinity of Congen~
voye, the Bois de Chaume, and the Consenvoye-Etraye road, and at 1930
put a heavy ges conceptration juut emst of the Boir de Ghauma.llg

The atteok wiu renewsd on the 16th, when the 568th Brigede carried
the enemy positions at Molleville Forme, und the next day reportedly
reached the summit (Cote 375%1) in la Grande Montagne. Except for the
necessary ad’iustment of its lines on the right flank, the 33rd Division

held fest aiorg Grid 820120

117

History, 1, 145 - 46.
118

History, I, 145 ~ 49; SO0Y 36, 33rg Div, 14 -~ 156 Qot,
119

History, I, 149. DOR, 15 - 16 Oot rptd 50 gas & HE rda st that
hour on the road east of Conasnvoye, with ?shelling” in the Bois de
Chaume.
120

History, I, 1562 = 56, 8ee G ~ 2 Plan of Defsnas, Sector East of
Meuss to §r¥d Line 24, 17 Oot (33rd Div Box 8, 32.8), which rptd that
the enemy still held all terrain above Grid 83 east of the Meuse. Be-~
tween Vilosnes and Sivry, said @ - 2, were elements of the 106th Land-
sturm Div and lst A~H, and from Sivry east, slements of the IBLh Diw,

7th Res Div, snd 228%h Div. T
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With Auerican Uroops oomprising almost two~thirde of his vorps forces,
Ganaral Claudel had for some time been concerned with the serious lorsen
they wore sustaining from gas shell bombardments. The smemy, he said in

s Note gg.&orvioa on 11 Ootober, "has made, during ssveral counterattmoks,

intensive use of Yparite®™ and it was neceassary to caution thy Amerisans to
avold delay in masking during any bombardment, to prepere changes of sta~
tion in ocase of yperite shelling, to disinfeot yperite wrsas quiokly, and
to instruot troops in gas defense.

Lass thau a week later, on the 17th, speaking of the 42 gas casual-
ties reported that day in the 33rd Division and the 97 in tho 29th Divi-
sion, Claudel saldg "These® high figures can only indicate sither in-
sxperience or carelessness on the part of the men.® Intensive instruc-
tions were %o be giveun at once by the two divisiona in proper na .7, and
proper respect for yperiteoIZI No replies or comments on these .otes
have been found. Of interest, as they support General Claudel's concern,

are ocomparative gas casualty fligures for his French divisions, in the

Analysis, belaw.

2T
Notea de Service 9361/H, 11 Oct; 946 C/3, 17 Oct (33rd Div Box 7,

3267) o

The 33rd Div casuslties on the 17th may have resulted from the 45 gas

and HBE rounds oa the 12%th Inf in the Bois de Chaume at 1525 on the 16th,
further ges and HE on the road above the Bois de Consenvoye st 1816, and
three "heavy gas"™ fires at 2150, 2400, and 0130, i7 Oct, on the road wset
of Consenvoye wood. .

The 129th Inf reported “heavy ges" thirteen times in the five-day period,
13 - 18 Oot. 8ee BOIs, 129th Inf (33rd Div Box 16, 32.16). Chrom Rec of
Events of 129th Inf, 19 Oot (33rd Div Box 15, 1l.5) says total oasualties
of the regt, 29 Sep - 19 Oot, were 37 killed, 1041 wounded or gassed.

e e




Through each of these days of waltimg, from 14 to 19 Outobsr, the
apparently unassailable enemy artillery continued to poumd the 33rd Divi~
sion astride the Meuse with ges and HE, hitting its artillery positionas
in the Bois Sachet, Bois Jure, und in the visoinity of Drillancourt end
Gerocourt, its troopas in trarsit over the Meuse, and the troop ureas sast ;
122

of thé river from Consenvoys to the Bois de Chaume.

The inoreased uams of gas after 12 Qotober, as domanded by Maas Osvt,

iz seen in the ammunition comsumption reports tha% are available for the }

32nd Division, which came in between the lst Austro~Hungarian and 15th

Divisions on & October. (1ts subsequent positinn is represented in Map
Noo 14.) Though aketchy between 8 - 11 October, thereafter the artillery

records of the 32nd Division are fairly complete. While its principal

targets were in the sector of the 29th Division snd 18vh French Division, f

some proportion of its fire each day fell on the worn-out 33rd Division
beside them. The dates below are those of the reports and represent the
previous day's fires

: 13 Ootober 13,099 HE 1,117 zas, (gresn cross and blue cross)
ik % 14 October 3,989 HE 3,981 gas, including 1,084 yellow oross

| 16 Ootcber 5,216 shrapzel 6,690 gas, including 1,022 yellow oross
16 Qotober 3,626 shrapnel 1,967 ges, inocluding 30 yellow cross

17 October 1,707 shrapnmel 2,573 gas, includimg 780 yellow cross

18 October 1,448 shrapnel 990 gas, 1inoluding 150 yellow cross

h ‘ 19 Qotober 308 shrapnol 1,46% gas, inoluding 557 yellow cross
29,393 18,769 3,623

The targets of the 32nd Division artillery were “"ruvimes and draws

and snemy assembly positions, approaches, and iﬁfentry strong pointso://///
/ i

122 ' | -
80I 35 - 40, 33rd Div, 14 - 20 Ooct. 5
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On. 16 Ootober, Kliener Stern [§e10w Mollevilie Fermé} and Schaumbergnalde
[}he ravine bhotween the Bois de Chaumé and Bois deo Gonaenvaéj]wsre re-
ported to have been oconteminated with yellow cross, with other yellow croes
fire on targets to the right of the 33rd Division srector. That reme day,
tha 16th, the artillery order said that “the supply of ammunition mekes
greater economy nOCesearys..o.oIn snnihilation fire blue cross will be used
only in slight amountso."

The fire order for tho night of 18 -~ 18 Qotober called for 200 10=cm
yellow cross roundas on the Consenvoye orossroad between 2300-0400, and to
the sast, 150 rounds of blue and green cross on Kleiner Stern and 300
rounds of yellow cross on the Ormont Ferme area. The fire order for the
night >f 19 - 20 October called for 200 rounds of yellow cross slong the
Consenvoye-Eleiner Stern road, 100 lO-cm yellow cross rounds in the ravine
south of Consenvoye, 150 10=or yellow cross rounds northeast of Consenvoye,
as well as similar quantities »f yellow, blue, and green cross shell in the
secters of the 29th Division and 18th French Divisions.

The artiliery emmunition report of 20 October confirmed the carrying
out o1’ these missions but failed to distinguish between gas and HE in its
total of 5,991 rounds consumea the previous dayolz3

The Division Gas Officer wes to report a total of 1,885 yellow, blue,
and green croas shells in eight separate attacks on troops in the Bois de
Cheume, Bois Plat-Chens, und in and around Convenvoye Letween 17 - 19

October. He reported few or nc cesualties resulting from seven of the

123
32nd Div-8ub Units-WD&A, 8 = 20 Qot (German Files Box 184, fol III,
Ppe IIZ i 26;0




atbeoks, but the eighih, wgainst the lst Battelion, 129th Infantry, on the

afterncon of the 18th, he seid, causei "fu«w omzualtiss then, but meny
lntoro"124 Theue mey ©e the 85 men of the 129th Infentry reported by
G = 3 as having besn "wounded®™ in the trenches south of Consenvoys that
dayolzs

They are hetter identified in the DGO munthly gses report for October,
which shows 97 gas casualties in the 129th Infentry ox 18 Ocvtober and 83
omn 19 October. A speciel report on the gas attack of 18 October, however,

said only 49 men, including the gas NCOs, wers evacuated. 7There had been

no oasualties up to the time the battalion was moved out of the area where

approximately 300 green 1, green 2, blue, snd yellow cross shells had fal-

len over a period of aseveral hours. But after their arrival in the sup-

port trenches, they aat around & fli‘¢ to dry out and keep warm, and the
casuslties resulted when their wet, contaminated clothing relessed mustard

fumnlalac In the same monthly gas report for Ootober, Lisutsnont Vawter

wag to show a totel of 807 gas ocasualtios evacuated during ths perfod 17 =

21 Ootobsre.

124
Lir, DGO to CGO III Corps, 20 Oot, subs Weekly Rpt, 13 - 20 {ot (WD

Hist Box 300, 33.68).

125
NOR, 33rd Div, 18 - 19 Oots

128
Ltr, DGO 33rd Div to C CWS, 20 Oot, sabs Special Rpt, {Tgrid linea |

24-80 Bois ds Conaemvoys (WD £ist Box 300, 33.d, Rpta on Gas Atka).
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Beginning the night of 19 - 20 October, ac the two brigades complated %
their last exchanges of units, the 33rd Division was relieved ty the 15t |
Colonial Division. Three days of rest, to bs followed by e ghort traiving ?
period, were prescribed as the last of the troops came into thr Dieus zrea, |

ten kilometers south of Verdun, on the 215t.127

Less than e week later, on 26 October, the division was transferred

to the II Colonial Corps, Second American Army, and put into ;he line near

Troyon-sur-Meuse, southeast of Verdun, in relief of the 79th Division.128 }
Although operationally inactive until the eve of the Armistice, and 1

occupied principally with strengthening the defense syetem in its sector,

the 33rd Division was under gas attack every one of the remaining deys of

the war, inoluding « major attack over a fairly wide area with approxi-

mataly 2,400 yellow and blue cross shells on the night of 29 ~ 30 October
129

that cost a reported 142 gas casualties, In all, between 25 Ogtober

127
FO 30, 33rd Div, 6316 p.m., 19 Oct (33rd Div Box 5, 32.1); History,
I, 167, 15l. FO 76, First Army, 18 hr, 19 Oct (USA in the mw, IX.
said the 33rd Div was relieved "for the purpose of relisving the 79tk Div."

128
FO 31, 33rd Div, B300 pom-~, 23 Octo

129

Rpt on Gas Atk (33rd Div Box 12, 63.33); 1ltr, DGO 33rd Div to C cws,
3 Nov, subs Weskly Rpt (GAF-23rd Div): Note de Service, 31 Oct (33rd Div
Box 7, 32.7); Opns Rpt, 130th Inf, quoted in History, I. 390 - 91.

Spencer's account {History of 3as Attacks upon the X}BoFa, 1I, 367) covers
only part of the attack.

Following this atk the division issued Tng Ctrn 188, feda, on "New Gas

Discipline,” Tng Circ 189, 4 Nov, on ths handling of mistard gas casual- :
ties, and dir2oted attention again to Tng Circ 177, 19 Sep, on mustard !
gas deferse. Cf. History, I, 184, 188,




eod L1 Novewber, the Jrd Divicion sushained 326 ges ocsuaitins, 30

The 33rd wee ene of the few Qivisions still sounting deleyed gas
onsuslties whan the Aveistios wnded the wear. Having advencod and oo-
cepled a part of the Bele d'Hsewille, anct of Prespes-an-Wosvrae, on the
marnigg of 10 Rowembor, the ensmy in s fiual gosture that even'ng filled
the wood with ges “wo deanese that Murther csmpwasy either by our owm or

snemy troops bename lmpessinle.” St

ANSLYGLE

Tho Bettle Casualtiss cf the S8rd Divislion

The Elstory of the 33rd Divieion wes to sey that "Ordinarily speak-

ing, 'butcher biils' are a ~riterion of the {skill o{]llack of skill &n
the handling of troops in action," and pointed proudly to the fact that
in troops kilied the division ranked 20th in the AEF, and in wounded it
ranked 12th. The Ristory might have added that with omnly gzﬂﬁgya in

aotive sectors, the 33rc Diviaion ranked 13¢n emong the 29 divisions in

the ARF. %%

Total bdettle casualties between 7 September and 11 Kovember, ao--

cording to Ayres, were 1,002 killed and 8,261 wounded. Theass fizurss

T

33r¢ Div DGO Monthly Rpt of Gas Casualties, Hovember 1918 (GAF-
33rd Piv). This rpt included 156 gas cases for the iatter part of (ot,
not rptd on the Cot summary, ond 174 betyeen 1 - 13 Nov.

131
History, I, 216 - 17; IIl, 127,

132
History, I, 296, 460. Cf. Ayres, The War with Germanys A Statia-
tiosl Susmary, pp. 114, 1l17.
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seum excessive (though unchallengeabls at the mowent) in the Light of divi~

sional data. For the 44 deys (10 S8spiember - 23 October) in the asctor i
north of Verdun, the divisional History reported total battle casumlties of
5,215, including 362 officers and men ikilled and 4,718 wounded.’>® In nias |

‘ f?; final report, Generxl Bell showed + total of 5,187 battle smsualties botween ; .

18 September - 25 Qotober, imoluding 544 killsd and 4,700 woundsd. ™* Tie

Amorican Battles Monuments Commiseion's study, 33rd Diviaion Sumsary of QOp- |

ecations (1944), pp. 43 - 44, roveals still fexsr total ocasualtiess \

T=25 Sep 26 Sep 27 §ep-7 Oot 8~-23 Oot Total

y 3 Killed 2 54 80 242 58
Disd of wounds 11 1l 37 g2 161

Wounded 52 244 961 2,292 5, 549

65 309 1,098 2,516 1,088

¥hat nons of these sources reveuls is that the 33rd Divisicn hed con-
siderably more gas csmsualties than wounded durirg the period 28 September -
20 Qotober. What is more, no other divislon in the AEF suffered greater
mmbers of gas oasualties than did the 33rd, either during that period or

g
at any time in the entire Meuse-Argonne oanpaign.lss

133
Yistory, I, 166 - 67; III, 368,

A 134
Bpt, Beil to G - 3 First Amy, 28 Des, subs Bpt of Opus of 33rd Div

{33rd Div Box 45, 314.7).

Q Jiotes No oorroboration is possible through the DORs of the divisicom,
’ which for the period 26 8S¢p - 20 Oot indicate total cesuslties of only
389, inoluding juat 8 gas casvalties in thoae 2k days.

138
Chart i{u First Arwmy Box 342-CG0 Misc Corresp, showe 1,807 ges casual~

ties in the 33rd Div for 27 Sep - 10 Oot end 2,016 for 27 Sep -~ 17 Nov.
860 alsc p. 90 , balow.
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ghg‘anm Casunltion

A comperison of Mvislea Gas Orf'icer eud CGorps Gue Gltioer Aolly ges

figares for the 33rd Dleislor with thome found in the field hacpitel ad-

%
niwston lLists §s as followns™

bac
28 Bep
27 Baop
28 Bap
28 Hop
A Gup
3 Dot 4
2 et 1z
3 Qot i8
4 Dot 29
5 Qot 377
& Qut 48
7 Got 10
8 ot 3
¢ Dot 405
10 Qat 134
11 Oct 183
i2 Qct 33
13 Oct 14
14 Oct 37
15 Qot €3
18 Oot 120
17 Ot 325
18 Qet 387
19 Oct 84
20 0ot 9
21 Oot 2
2,567

138

P Admissions
Lou o 2%
M
3
s
4 19
20
28 29 34
6 4 13
17 21 16
6 22 37
1z 161 17
322 381 12
179 2 2
40 3 11
74 251 116
294 108 97
£9 91 292
162 85 36
76 18 24
21 37 21
53 66 19
83 168 5
174 306 13
58 142 4
62 14
12 5

3
1,641 43 1,978 892

D3O data from Rpt of Ges Cesualties, 33rd Div, Oot 1818 (GAF-33rd

Di‘) .

COC data frowm EBpt or Gac Casualiies, III Corps,

340~I1IY C)s Yhe rpt slso shows thut the Corpa’ &th Div head 837 zas cesusl-
ties in Qot, the 28(%h had 1,328, the 90th ¥85, the Jrd DMv 602, and the Hth

uvot 1918, (Firat Army Box

Div 607, for a curps total of &§,323 in Oct, exolusive of 3 gas deaths In

the 357d Diw [iu figures atove) and O in the 90th Div,
Both gas and HE cerualty date in the last two columms are from the admis-

siun lists of ¥He 129 snd 132 (35rd Div, Med Dept Boxes 3711, 371¢), PH 318

(80th Div, Med Dopt Box 35883}, and PH 114 (29th Div, Med Dept Box 3650).
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The figure of 1,978 gas casualties compiled from hospitsl admission

liats is based on iﬁ::gglggo records. Betwoen 26 - 30 S8eptember, FH 131
cperated s gas and HE triage at Glerieux, northwest of Vardun, until re-
lieved on the 3Cth by the regular gas hospital of the 335rd Diviaion, FH
132, There are no rsgords available feor FE 131, although it is said to
have cared for several thousand patients bhetween 26 - IO 80ptomber.157
Many of these patients doubtless ocame from other diviuionm as well aa
the 33rd, sinoes the narrative indicates less than 350 essualtises in the
33rd Division during that period, which presumably includes the 65 gas
cases reported by the DGO fer 26 -~ 30 Septembor.153

Hospital figures for the period 26 September - ¢ October are beased
on the admissior liats of FH 132 at Glorieux and FH 318 (80th Division)
at Fromerville., Hospitalized gas cases for the period § -~ 15 October
are besed on the lists of FH 318 end FH 129, located at Bethincourt,
which took care of 38rd Divisicn gas casualties on the west baﬁk, and
FB 132, to which those on the east bank were ssnt. Finally, gas casual-
ties for 15 - 20 Qotober are found in the admission lists of FH 129 and
FH 114 (29th Division), which reiiovod FH 132 at Glorieux.

The hospital pioture is further cumplicated by the feot that the
33rd Division't FH 130, whose rescords show no gas casuslties, was

Medicel Iept of the U § Army in the World War (Washingtons GPO,
1928), VIII, 625 - 27.

138 '
Rpt of Gas Casualties, 33rd Div, Sep 1918 (GAF - 335rd Div). DOR,

33rd Div, 28 - 29 8Sop (33rd Div Box 8, 33.1) reports total casualties
of 4 officers and 329 men between 26 - 29 Sep.

- 8U -
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nevertheleas apperently operated as a gas hospital for a short time,
sinoce an order endad ita function as such on 4 October. That same date,
FH 132 wez directed to restriot itself to emergency ges cases only,

since III Corps planned to setup an 80th Division fleld hespital at

Bethinoourt as the Corps Gas Hoapitnl.lsg But ges ocasualties in the
oorps booeme 80 numerous -- there were more than 5,000 in Ooctober -
that a oconsolidated gas hoapital was not prasticadle, and FH 132 con-
tinued &s the principal 33rd Division gas hoaplta1.14o

The 1,641 gas casualties in the 33rd Division reported by corps
in its October summssary was increased to 1,719 in a postwar sorps report
that covered the entire period that the 33rd Division was under III
Corps, 1.8., 15 September - 26 October (see below, po 90 ). An Army
sumnary of divisional gas casualties over the period 27 September - 17
November showed 2,0l€ gas casualties in the 33rd Divisiou.141 The Div-~

ision Gas Officer's report of 2,357 gas casualties in Qotober was, un-

/ der the ocircumstances, perhaps exceesive.

L P Gas Mask Exhaustion

The Chemical Warfare Servioce appears to have been greetly son-

cerred over the large number of gas cusualties reported hy the division

be-1 2
‘ - FOs 11, 12, 108th 8an Tr, 33rd Div, 3, 6 Oot (MS. Medical History

of the 33rd Div, Med Dept Box 3704, fol 1).

| 140
, ! Memo for PDiv Surgeons fr OCE III Corps, T Oot (Medioal History,
L, above) .
j 141
' ; Firat Army Box 342, CGO Misc Corrssp.
;
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for Ootober. Lieutenant Vuwter explained that the fipures had heen ob-
tained from the divisionsl statiatical offiocer, but did wot represent
the true pioture of gas casualties. For inatance, he said,

On October 17th one rogiment evacusted over HO0 men as gassed. This
regiment had been out of the sctive area 48 hours. Praotically every
nen who was oxsmined was found not to he gassed but suffering from ex-
haustion and 6oldo The records of casualties are based on how a man is i
tagged as he goes back and not as the cass is actuslly found. All of
these men were back for duty in a faw days.

On the 18th and 19th the 13lst Infantry had stme 400 men evacuated as

gassaed, and it was found later that the men were suffering from colds

sic TJand exhaustion. The Divislon Medinal Gas Officer stated that
possibly 300 to 400 of the others were evacusted the same way. If gas s
was not used thsse would not be evasuated but due to the benefit of t?s L
doubt that the men wmust have, it is necessary to call them gas cases, 2

While these statements of the DGO do not augree at all with the
breakdown of his figures or those of the gas hoapitals {analysis, p.78 ),
there is some corroboration for his remarks in the final report of the
131st Infantry medical officer who sald that "a great percentage of ‘
those tagged as gesssed wers more properly due to exhaustion and gaso" :
He added, “Gas solely and direotly [wag] responsible f'or but few caves,” |
1 and the "mejority Jof true ges cases in the regiment wnrﬁ] due %o Yellow !
1r Cross ahollao"143 Elsswhere, the medloal officer of the 130th Infamtry, !
which hed the fewest gas casualtiss of the four regiments, said of his

battle casusltlies that "In general the mcat serious sasos were those that

142
Ltr, DGO to C CWS, 2 Nov, subs Cmayuelty Rph; itr, IO to © ¢W8, 22

Feb 19, subs Gas Atks (GAF-33rd Div). No correspondense of the IMGO has
been found.

: ’ Lz. [~
: - Rpt, Surg, 13lst Iuf, Med Hist of 3I3rd Div, p. 23,
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had been gessed,” emd that thers weore "more vesioating than saphyxisting
gas onves,” 144

No sommente have tsen found hy the medlical officeirs of the 129th
Infantry, the worst gassed in the divisior, or of the 132nd Infsntry.
There was soms agroement of axperience between the commmnding officers
of FH 129 und FH 131, the first asseriing that "Sixty percent of men
tagged ‘Gassed' twrned out to bs gsuffering from eausss other than ges,”
and the latter that "Nearly all gus cases were vesicant (rustard) gas, "

implying that the abundant use of non-vesicant agents by the snemy did -

not produce true gas cases.145

Thess reports of ths Divizion Gss Officer and division medical of-
fisers ralise the qusstion about the kinds of gas fired by the ensmy.
With limited onemy data this ocannot b® entirely resolved. The German

artillory ordsrs seem to indicete that blue oross (diphenylchlorarsine)
rather than mustard gas wes principally used in haressing fire, with
only cocasicnel mention of contaminetion or rellow aross fire. The
Divigion Gas Offioer in his gas attack reports asems to agree that di-~
phenylohliorarsine waas tho principel agent wsed, with musterd gas the
next largevt quantity used, and phosgene only in small amounts.

A murvey of the 1,978 gas cesualties in the hospitel admission
lists indicates that 544 were admitted as musturd geas osses, 21 phos-

gene, 113 diphenylchlorarsine, 809 simply as "gassed,® 467 rot yet

THY
Rpt, MO, 130th Inf, Med Hist of the 33rd Div, pp. 21 - 22.

148
Med Hist of the 38rd Div, pp. 15, 18.

- 83 -

—— 3y



determined,” and 282 "mized gas." Thi: 1isti “ution eppeers to agree with

the findinge of the DGO snd ~edi-al officers, & ' with what we know of

the piroportion o gases usel by the »’nd Divialon (narrative, p. 71).

Of the 1,978 toral ~ susunlties, i(he 1,294 admitted as a result of

unidentified gas, "minad o ," or 23 not yet determined™ aupport the

heh 30 percent of the men tagged "Gassed™ were

field hospital stefiemsnt

suffering from osuses :uie. than gas. The prinsipal “other ocause™ was

unquestionably gas mask exhaustlom.
Althoughr "battle exhaustion" was well known and recognized as such
in World War I, the phenomenon of "gus mask exhaustion™ has not been en-

countered in any record. Tet in any orgenization that encountered pro-

longed gassing, especlially im repeated small quentities, and where good

gas discipline was maintained, as it appears to have bsen in the 33rd

Division, gas mask exhauastlon certainly took as great a toll as con-

ventional battie exhsustion. The suffoceting offect of the nose-olip

and mouthpiece of the small box respirator became intolerable in a short
‘ time, end the necessity of wearing the respirator night after night, re-
L ‘ sulting in both loss of sleep and progressive fatigue, guaranteed even-

| tual exhaustion.

In the growing state of uxhaustion in whioh the 33rd Division found

Qﬁ itself on the east bank of the Meuse, it would have been remarksble if

the incesssnt enemy HE and gas fire, unhampered Ly diviasional efforts

i
to still it, had not produced evidence of gas panic smong the troops.

Thet poriodic waves of gas pauic, smong both 2fficers and men, swept the

- 84 -
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slear from the narrative (ppe 60 « &%, €0 - 81%s PFurthermsrs, the Division

Gag Officerts postwar eoxplamation for the large msvmbers of gus causualiies
evacuated on 17, 18, snd 1% Qotober way bs viswsd in ancther light when we
read his summery report on the gas casunaliles evaouated in the period 9 -
13 Outober.

He was S0 resport that on the night ol the Sth, and agein on the i0th
and llth, the enemy repeatedly fired samll quentitiss of blue cross shell
(diphenylohlorarsine) intc the valley from the Bols de Consenveye to the
Meuse, between Consenvoye and Brabant, occupied during this peried by
elements of the 129th, 13lst, and 132nd Infantry. Almost all of the
trovps were exposed to the gas, said Lisutenant Vawtor, and apperently
reported themselvas gassed, but only 75 were evacuated as hospital cases
by the regimental medical officers.

Such smsll concentrations of diphenylochlorarsins, asid Lisutenant
Veawter, oaused only temporary inconvenience to men in good condition,

but these¢ mer had been in the lime for almost five weeks, without rest

and under cconstent harassing fire, and were "dirty, tired, and with a f

weakened will power." The enemy, he nsuertoé, delibsrately used blue

orose on tired troops, since even small sonoentrations were suffioclient

146 - )
to put them out of aotion. B

Another element ir the large number of gas casualtiss suffersd while
2350 of the Meuse should be mentioned, even though it has proved negativs.

It was antioipated, in the courss of this study, that some expression of

e
Ltr, DGO to CGO III Corps, 13 Oct, subs Gas Kpts (GAP-33rd Div).
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congern would be found in the records when 33rd and 29th Division troops
sdvenndd east of the Meuse ovar the terrain that had been yperited by
Army and XVII Corps artillery between 26 September - 2 October, in the
neutralization of the Cotes de Meuse. Sinoce less than a week elapsed
batwean the last yperiting and the edvance over that ground om 8 Qotober,
many of tho target areas must still have retained some degree of contami-

nations It is not iikely that the warning to take precautions in those

gagssd areas was sorupulously heeded, and yet there is no record that any

mustard gas casualties wera incurred in this TashiOnol47 [

Gas and HE Shell

33ra Division Summaries of Intellizence and Deily Operations Reports

! have proved useless as sources of statistios for this study. While the

S0Is between 26 September - 20 October regularly report "heavy gas shell-

ing during the night," "gas concentrations throughout the night," etc.,

the enemy gas shell count for that perioa +otals only 710, exclusive of {
1 600 mixsd gms and HE. The sctual count of enemy HE shell comes to 5,481,

[ ; with most days marked only by "heavy intermittent shelling," "deadly

flanking fire," etoc.

DOR figures, compiled for the same period, reveal that ths 33rd

l

i ‘ Division artillery fired a total of 90,004 HE rouads into the enemy lines,
i

!

brya
Ltr, CGO First Army to CG IIX Corps, b Oot, subs MNustard gassed
. ( areas north of Verdun (GAF-lst A)s, See Col. J. N. W. Sohuls, lst Army GO,
’ : lecture Bxecution of Gas Plans for the..oA-X Opn, 17 Jaun 1919, p. 19 (GHQ
. AkF u - 3 Rpts Box 3153, fol 1090-4)s "Our 33rd end Z9th Divisions, with-
L ; out any resulting i1l effects, [éberatod across the uousij over ground
that had been wmustard gassed up to six days beif'orehand.”

e




while a mere 4,201 rounds weére fired into the secticr in thadt period by
ensmy artillery, all of it apparently HE. 8uch enemy gas shell dats as
appear in this study are from other sources than divisional G -~ 2 snd
G - 3»

The available Germen records are little more satisfactory. While
the German artillery orders for the nightly harassing missions with
gas and HE are fairly complete, none of them, with the exception of the

32nd Division orders in the letter part of October, indicatses the num-

ber of gas or HE shells allotted for or fired in these missions., Ex-
ceptional too is the report of Maas Ost on 12 October that for the
period 2 - 12 October, the divisional artillery in that corps fired a
total of 29,843 HE shells end 2,262 gas shells (narrative, pp. 61 - 62).
It is necessary to accept the figure of 2,600 gas shells reported
by the Division Ges Officer as felling in the Bois des Moriaux on ths

morning of 5 October (narrative, pp. 32 -~ 34) The 7th Reserve Division

merely confirmed the contemination fire, althougu nv ovrdsr or shell
count has been found in its records. In addition to the 2,600 gas
ghells, the DGO estimated betwsen 2,400 and 4,000 HE shells in the tar-
get area in the course of the gas sttack. Ho reported total gas casu-
alties of 350; the brigade reported 380 casualties in the lst Battalion
alone. Neither reported any HE casualties. The hospital lists, how-
ever, show i58 gas ocasualties in the 125th Infantry admitted on &
October and 362 on 6 QOctober, a total of 520, (The DGO total for those
two days is 391.) The wounled, for ell regiments in the d4ivision on §

Ooctober, were 17, according to hosgpital racords. Only two nen are

- BT =
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kncwn %0 have besn kilied that day, by exploding gas shell fregments dur-

ing the ges attack.

Aocepting these oconflicting figures, betwsun 5 and 7 gas shells wera
required for each gwms sesualiy in the attack. The results of the HE
shelling, even assuming thet all 17 casualties that day ocourred in the
126th Infsntry, would indicate that betwesn 140 and 235 shells were re-

guired for esch wound casualty.

For further comparative statistics, it is necessary to rely on the
unigque ammnition experditure report of Maas Ost (narrativs, ppo 62 -
63)o While & principal target of Maas Ost divisional artillery was un-
deubtedly the 33rd Division sector, that artillery also fired into the
sactor of the 4th Division, to the left of the 33rd, and into the sec-
tors of the 29th Division and 18th Fremch Division, to the right of the
33rd. Maas West artillery, for which we have no data, also fired on the
338rd Division sector west of the river. Under the circumstances, the
figures of 29,843 HE aend 2,262 gas rounds have been arbitrerily accepted
to represent the approximate weight of shell fired into the 2Zrd Division
sector alone during the ten days between 2 - 11 October.

Between 2 ~ 12 October, the Division Gas Officer rsported = total
of 935 gas oasualties (not counting the 377 resulting from ths gas at-
tack of 5 October). Field hospital lists show 748 gas casualtiss (ex~
clusive of 381 for the 5th) and 693 HE casualties for the seme period,
of which 538 gas and 600 HE casunlties oocourrsd betwoen 8 - 12 Cetichsr,

" during the advance on the east bank and the dlsestrous counterattacks

thera, C A

- B8 =

LR




On the basis of 936 gas onsuaities, the 2,262 pas rounds produced a

sasualty fur each 2.4 shellso. On the basis of T4 gsse ocasualtios, the
proportion was 3 shslls for each casualty, BEven sasuming svery cne of
the 696 HE casualties wes causecd Ly high explosive shell and not neohine
gun and rifle fire (as most of them wers), the proportion is ¢4 shelle
for each wound cesualty.

The Division Gus Officer's e¢stimate of 1,885 gui shells fulllng iu

the troop aroas east of the Meuse betwesn 17 - 19 October (nurretive,

ppo 73 - 74) resulted in between 610 and 796 ge; casualtiea, acoording
to hospital and DGO data, or no more than 2 to 3 shells for each cas-
ualty.

The unusually low ratio between gas shells and gas casualties may
be explained in the statements of the DGO and medlcal officers that tne
combinstion of gas and exhaustion produced casualties out of all pro-
portion to the amuount of gas shell fired by the ensemy.

\ : It was this combination of oontinual gassing and progressive ex~
hsustion, and the absence of large-scale gas sttacks, that made report-
ing the gas experience of the 33rd and the other divisions in III Corps
so difficult for the ges officers. The line offlcers were inclined to
suspeot malingering, while the medinal officers were confusad by the
numbers of men reporting themzelves gaased, whoss symptoms were not

sufficiently pronounced for certein diagnosie.

f : As the Corps Gas Officsr salds "On active fronts it is found that

where there is dally shelling, certain areas ar9 kept satursted with

gas | without ani] specific gas attack made, although dally casualties 3
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from gas occuro.™ (as ocasualties oould not therefore bs asoribed to spse
olfio gas ettacks, and howevor large tholr numbers, could only be summed

up esgh week end so reportedﬂlés

e —————————

4 summery of these weskly figures recelved from III Corps divisione

-

during the period 9 September 11 November sppsers in a postwar report of

I1I Gucpss

ST e e —— e ———

Gassed Othar TOTQ&
Jrd Division 602 1,106 1,708
4th Division 918 1,909 2,627
5th Division 535 3,510 4,075
32nd Divigion 15 118 131
33rd Division 19716.+.3 deaths 896 2,612
80th Division 1,462 2,780 4,212
90th Division 449+ 3 deaths 1,550 2,099
5,727 +12 deaths 11,937 17,664 49

. The figures vorroborate the distinction achieved by the 33rd Division in

raporting elmost twice as many gsas casualties as other casualties. Of

148 ;
Ltr, CGO III Corps to C CW§ Att Def Div, 27 QOct, subs Record of Gus
Atks (First Army Box 340, II1 CGO).

149
Ltr, CGO III ¢ to CGO Y¥irst Army, 19 Nov, asubs Rpt on Ges Activities f
from Sep 9th to Nov llth (First Army Box 340). The estimate of III Ccrps |
that 35,000 gas shells weare fired into its arca during this perlod would
indicate a gas casualty for every six shells.

A similar ohart in ltr, CGO 1IX Corps to C CWS, 12 Nov, zubs Rpt on Gas
Activities for Octoher (Box 340 and GAF-III Corps) shows totals of 5,323
gas oasualties (including 12 deaths) and 9,214 other casualties.

§till a third chart, in III Corpsx Rpt on Prisoners, Casualties...from 26
Sep to 1l Wow, 18 Nov (5tb Div Box 4, 16.1) shows totals of £,041 gas
casyaltles and 15,167 wouuded. in this chart, 38 officers and 1,963 men
in the 33rd Div were gassed and 8 officers end 1,169 men wers wounded.

it
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specisl intecmsat is the cloce agreomant hetween corps’ "other™ £igure of
896 and the hosplital wounded total of 892 through 21 Octeber. {(¥o OXp La-
netion can be given for the wide disorspancy botween the casualty total
irp this corps chart of 2,612 and the ocasualty totals of 65,213, §,187 and
4,083, on ppo 87 =« B8 sboveo)

The corps' [ligures also tend to explain why the 33rd Division was
put back in the line less than a week efter bteing relieved nlong the
Meues, without apparently receiving any replaoomenta.lso With less than
90C wound casualties, the division may have sesmed to higher headquarters
to have required aeither replacemsnts nor an extended rest.

Unfair, perhaps, to the 33rd Division, in view of their dates, are

tour Compte-Rendus (G - 1 reports) of the XVII French Corps which havs

been found, offering comparative data on the gas and wound casuslties in
that Corps. As was shown in Study No. 4, "The 26th Divisien in the Aisne-
Mavne Campaign" {(pp. 63 - 64);, the French, under similar or even heavier
gas fire ther that experienced by American troops at their side, tuok far
fewer cerualties. After four years of war, the French had learred %o
conserve their forces and the French soldier had learned to respect gas.
Thua fGeneral Cleudel was right to suggest that the high gas zasualiies

in his Amerisen divisions indicatad "sitner inexperience or carelessness"

{aarrative, pps 69 ~ 70).

180
No mention of replacements has bsen found in the Hiatorg or the

records of the division, although Spsncer (II, 363a) guntes the unlikely
figure of 20,140 replacementes, found in Shipley Thomes, The Hystory of

[oEr o
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There is no reason to think that the weight of HE or gas shell fired
by the enemy varied much between the divisions. Evon considering the faot
that & French division had approximately half the rifle strength of an

Mmerican division, the disproportionate cusualty figures below indicate

that American divisions were ‘ndeed either inexperienced or carelessz151
12=13 Qct 15=16 Oct 19=-20 Oot 21«22 Qct
Wound  Gas Wound Gas found™ Gas Wound ~Uas
15th Col. 1 0
33rd Div 186 49 17 20 5 37 3 11
29th- Div 212 93 193 264 41 33 10 46
26th Div 13 11 24 11
13th French 50 15 13 57
26th French 89 21 12 3 3 4 2 0
10th Col. 9 12 0 6

A final word remains to he said concerning the Division Gas Officer,
lst Lt Vawter. No reports or correspondence of his has been found in the
records of the division, he is not mentioned in the official History, and,
curiously, in almost every report of his found in corps, Army, or GAF re-
cords, the manner of the reports indicates that he obtained his informsa-~
tion at second hand, presumably from the regimsntal and battalion medical
officers and gas officerse

Yet few organizations appear to have issued more training circulars
on gas defense or been more diligsnt in their efforts to establish good
gas discipline than the 33rd Division, presumably -- although no evidence
has been found =- through the efforts of the Division Gas Officer. More-
over, an inspaction tour made by the offise of che Chief Gas Officer,

First Army, late in October resulte. in high marks for both him and his

i,

Is1
35rd Div Box 2, 20.23.

- 92 -




organization, despite the faot that the division was to prove unique in
reporting more ges ocasualties than wound casualtiss in the Meuase-Argonne
campalgn. The inspeator reported that 33rd Division ges defense equip=~
ment was found emple in every particular, and that Colonel Vandervater
of the office of the Chief of Staff "talked of Lt. Vawter in the most
complimentary terms, and seemed to be satisfied in every way with the

gas defense of' the Division,"}52

Use of Gas by the 52nd Field Artillery

The 52nd FA Brigade apparently had an abundance of gaes ammunition
throughout the campaign but would not use it. Available ammunition re-
ports for the period 11 - 14 October reveal elmost 10,000 75-mm specisal
shells and 300 155-mm special shells on hand. The division was apparently
without smoke shells, for none are listed.

The only artillery orders showing use of gas indicate that the 106th FA
fired 2C phosgene rounds on the night of 30 September at targets across
the river, above Consenvoys and in the Bois de Chaume, and 15 phosagene
rounds on the morning of 1 October, "east of the Meuse." The artillery
regimental histories report firing large quantities of HE but no smoke

or gas shalls«lss

182

Ltr, Capt T. W. Balfe, OCGO Firest Army to CGO First Army, 27 Cot,
subt Trip to 33rd Div for ACofS G - 4 (First Army Box 339, 470). Neither
Col Vandervater nor his headquarters has been identified.

153

Reports snd histories in 33rd Div Box 11, 44.6; Box 13, 44.6; Box
12, 32,12,
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The Division Gas Officer explained this record o. the #2nd FA Brigede
in a letter to the III Corps Gas Officer om 15 QOotober:

Our Artillery Brigade has not put over any gas...o(oncerning the usge of
Gas by our Artillery, they do not seem to be keer on the use of il. You
are probably familiar with the difficulties in convinoing peopls that mod-
erm warfare doss not require noise and destruction to get the best re-~
‘sults in the way of putting men out of action. Therm iy quite a bit of

as ammunition laying asbout the area, some of which has nv markings on

it ] at ell, but during the present clean up arrangements heve been made
to assemble it all in the vicinity of Gercourt., It is hopsd that when all

the shells are assembled in one plfgz more interest will be worked up and
a show of our own will be started.

But the time had passed when it might have been effect.vely uscd, and pre-

sumebly the gas ammunition was left at Gercourt when the division pullad

out .

The Yellow Cross Division

The advice of III Corps .0 its divisions on 24 October, that they
*must learn to avoid serious losses, and carry on & fight for three or
four weeks before relief," came too late to hslp the 33rd Division.t9®

It vias e tired and casualty-ridden division when it crossed the Meuse
on the night of 9 = 10 Octocber. (Why the 129th Infentiy, efter its suc~
cessive gassings, was sent across is a mystery.) On the sast bank the
troops rapidly passed from weeriness to exhaustion, ns the division met

enemy foroes in a state of readiness far greater then that found on 26

September, and was exposed to daily gas fire more pervasive, because

154
Memo, 15 Oct, n.s. (WD Hist Box 300, 33.6, Use of Gae by Arty).

1686
Memo, III Corps to all divisions, subgs Tactical Deleots (90th Div

Box 6, 32.18),
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oconoentrated in w amaller aree, than had heen met with on the west Lank.
There is no reason to doubt that every combat cofficer uad man in the
division was gassed to some degree in the operation.

On the wast bank, without protsotion against the German artillery
on the Cotisde Meuse, the 33rd Division could do nothing about its

plight but hold on. On the sast bank it advenced until it was overtuwken

by gas and gas mask exhaustion. The comparative casualty figures, as

well as the distances covered by the Awerican and French forces sssi of
the Meuse, might he construed to indicate thet the Americsns were written

off as expendable oven as they crossed the Meuss.

.95 - : O




