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COASTAL SURVEITLANCE FORCE

With the interception of a secord infiltration trawler in
as nany months, June proved to be the nost active. and successful
month since the activation of Opéretion MARKET TIME. A steady
increcase occurred in the number of incidents involving MARKET
TIME units as six additional PCFs joined the operation,! Actie
vities continued to be veried as patrol units participated in
a number of search amd rescue and gunfire support missions. |

Forces woro also bolstcered by tho activation of a sccond MIUWS,

POINT LEAGUE TRAWLER INCIDENT
The Cau Mau Peninsula, southern-most region of Vietnam, was
the scene of two known infiltration attempts in the five month
period from December 1965 to May 1966, Intelligence information
indicated that this region had been used on previous occasions
for infiltration of supplies to the Viet Cong.2 With the excep-
tion of a few government controlled population centers the entire

1

region is under Viet Cong control. Therefore, movement of supplies

once offloaded from infiltrating vosacls is reloetively free. To \
carry out this movement the Viet Cong were reported to have a well ~
developed traensportation group operating in the Mekong Delta. A.‘_Ll .

these factors combined to make this general area onc of the most
likely locations for infiltration attempts.,

In anticipation of continuing infiltration attempts augmented

MARKET TIME prtrols were ostablished in Aroas Seven, Eight and Nino, i
[}
'

\

! Sce Appendix I for MARKET TIM: Statistical Surmary. \

2 see Appendix III for translation of the interrogation of a Chieu ; .
Hoi rallier, former Viet Cong political officer involved in {
infiltration, ' |
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CONFIDENTIAL )
USS FLOYD COUNTY (1ST-762) was detached from CTF 116 operational
control on 9 June and ordered to report to CTF 115 au a support
ship for this operation, Task Unit 115.3.9, consisting of WPP&
and PCFs operating in Area 7D/7E/8C and 8D, was f-~rmed with
(,;U.‘.uw:,m«lh\g, Of ficer FLOYD COUNTY as CTU 115,3.9. Spare PCY cruws,
PCF meintenance personnel, and spare parts for the PCis were
embarked on FIOYD COUNTY.
The patrol wes established with two PCFs and one WPB in Areas

70/E and 8C/D, and onc WPB cach in Area 8B, the southern half of

Area 9A and the northern half of Area 90, FLOYD COUNTY, two DERs, '\\

two MSCs and cne MSO were given outer patrol tracks (see chart).
In addition, MARKET TIME patrol aircraft were assigned a barrier
patrol around the entire patrol area, with orders to report all
travlers and junks to task group commders and the noarest

surface ship, . )

On 19 June at 1545, an SP2H from VP=-2 on a special barrier \

MARKFT TIME flight, detected and photographed a trawler at a posi-
tion eighty miles east of the Con Son Islands. ' The trawler, showing

the side numbers 2135, was on a course of 210 deprees and at a

specd of ten knots when first sighted; it soon altered courgse to

220 degrees, The alrcraft remained in the area long enougﬁ to

report the contact, then continued on pat:rol.1
The following morning was clear and calm with one foot seas, :

Patrol units in Areas Six end Seven had been alerted to the passi-

1 Narrative based on CTF 115 msg 2713012, Trawler (contact 2002)
final report and debriefing reports, Conmanding Officer USCGC
POINT LFAGUE and USCGC POINT HUDSON,

2 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL s
'bility of a steel hull contact in their areas, At 0300, USCGC
POINT 1E.GUE, petrolling off the mouth of the Co Chien River,
obtained a radar contact at a distance of 7.8 milea (soe chart

for positions). The contact was on a course of 010 degrecs ;'.\t a
speed of ten knots, heading to't::ard the mouth of the river. POINT
IELGUE reported the contact appeared to be a steel hull.

POINT LEAGUE clesed to four miles and challenged by flashing
light. There was no response. The contact soon altered course
to the west and angled for the shoxre, stopping at & position
approximately two miles of fshore, FOINT LEAGUE obtained a second
ornll eontact nlongnide the first ard procecded at maximum spcr.:d
to close. At six hundred -yards she illnmimt.u«.i then and diucovm'udl
a forty foot, green-hulled junk alongside a steel hull trawler
(which was later identified as the same trawler detected the pre-
vious afterncon by the MARXET TIME air;:raft). Up'on illumination
the trawler got underway at approximately twelve hiiots, abandoning
the junk and heading for the beach. The time was 0340,

POINT LE/GUE rcacted with two warning shots across the bow .
but ihe trawler continued 3 simultaneously POINT LEAGUE went to
general quarters, She fired a second burst across the bow which
the trawler returned with intense .50 caliber machine gun fire,
From the initial burst, POINT LoAGUE took two hits in the pilot
house, on: an incendiary round which expleded, knocking down the
executive officer and t emporarily blinding the conmanding officer
andd Lhe helmawvn,  TOINT TEAUE maintained heavy 50 ealiber machine
gun firc during the initial action; at 0350 the trawler went hard

3 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL |
agrourd. During the initial engagement, the junk which had been
alongside the trawler may hqve been sunk by POINT LEAGUE's gunfire.

POINT LLAGUE took advantage of the trawler's inability to
mancuver while beached and made a series of three firing runs, the
first at 1000 yards and the next two at 1400 yardé, using 8irm .,
mortar flares to illunimate the area. On one run she fireﬁ 81mn
HE mortar rounds et the vessel., She then stood off and awaited
assistances PFirst to arrive was the hclicm.»ter fire Lcmx{ from
Can Tho and a MARKET TIME VP=-2 aircraft.

With the additional support in the area, POINT LEAGUE closed
the trawler for closer investigation. At 0600 she came under
automatic weapons fire from Viet Cong emplacements in sand dunes
on the beach and was forced to withdraw to safer waters. Two
USLF F=100s were called in to strafe and bomb the -enemy positions.
At 0615 an explosion from an unknown cause was obsurved onboard
the trawler. Fire then broke out, burning intensely in the.
vicinity of the aftur hold and the pilot house,

CTF 115 directed that all possible attdmpts be made to salvage

the trawler, and as POINT LEAGUE moved out to replenish her ammu-
nition, USCGC POINT SLOCUM moved in to attempt an approach. She
came to within about 800 yards of the trewler, then resting
approxirately 100_ yerds from the beach, ami received automatic
weapons fire from the shore positions. As POINT SLOCUM made
several more passes, the helicopter fire teams moved in with sup-
pression fire, POINT SLOCUM continued to fire on the bezch,
raceiving heavy autormatic weapons and recoilless rifle or mortar

L CCNFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL !

firo in return. Onc small caliber round struck two 8imm mortar HE
rounds on her forward mount, inflicting light shrapnel wounds upon
one of the gunners., POINT SLOCUM ceased her firing runs as aircrattt :
continued to saturate the beach positior’ls.‘ Light fire was received
from the beach until about 0745. The fires on the trawler increased
in iutensity and anmunition in the holds started to cook off,
resulting in numerous small explosions,

At 0715 USS HAVERFIELD ,(Dm-3§3) (COMCORTRON FIVE embarked)
arrived and assumed duties as USN on-scens commander. Also arriving
on the scene during the morning hours were units from VNN Coastal
Group 35; River Assault Group 23; USS JOHN A. BOLE (DD-755), then
assigned as IV Corps Tectical Zone naval gunfire support‘ ship; amd '
USCGC POINT HUDSON., Surface and air attacks continued on the Viet '
Cong; shore positiona in an affort to elininate eneny resiatance,

At 1000, with the Viet Cong resistance apparently suppressed,
a composite boarding and szlvage team consisting of volunteer
personnel from the WiBs, HAVERFIELD, and VNN units approached the
burning trawler in two Coastal Group junks. Using portable fire
fighting equipment they cooled the fire sufficiently to permit a
boarding attempt. In defiance of the flamus and exploding ammuni-
tion, the salvage team boarded the trawler and commenced removing
cargo. while personnel continued to fight the fires on board t;he
trawler, POINT LRAGUE madoe an atteupt to tow the trawler frée.

The attempt was aborted by a broken tow line, VNN LSSL 225, the
Viectnamese on-scene commander, assisted in the attempt,
USS TOKTUGA (LSD-26) arrived on scens at 1020, assumed OTC

5 CONFIDENTIAL -
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CONFIDENTIAL -~ 1
for salvage operations, and transferred a damage control teem to
the Lrawlor by ICVE and LOM, AL 1115 troopn from Lha ARVN Twontye
first Division landed in the beach area via U.S. Army helicopters
and established a defensive perimeter.
Throughout the morning and into the early afternoon U.S. and
Victnameso personnel continued to offload cargo and {ight the fire.
By 1315 the fires were under control, and at 1400 all fires
were out and salvege personnel commenced dewatering operations.
At 1500 another abortive attempt to tow the trawler freo' was made
by the boats in thc area. The decision was then made to continue
to dewater the trawler and offload cargo while awaiting the arrival
of Harbor Clearance Teams One and Three aboard Light Lift Craft
One. At 1655 the VN Third Coastal Zone Commander arrived and
assunmcd VNN on-scene conmander; and at 1840 the MSTS contract tug
WINQUAT arrived in the area. ' '

khile preparations were continued for towing the trawler free,

night security was esteblished aboard the trawler and in the adjacent -.

arca. A heavily armed party guarded the trawler. WPBs, VNN Floet
Cormand ships and Coastal Group junks petrollet the waters; ARVN
troops on the beach maintained the defcnsive perimeter ashore; and
UsS HAVERFIELD, USS TORTUGA, USS JOHN‘ he DOIE, and a flare aireraft
remained in the vicinity.

On 21 June at 04LOO, LIQ-I and HCT personnel arrived and
comusnced final salvage operations. They found the trawler listing
about twenty degrees to port, with at least eight holes in the deck
and starboard side from 81am mortar rounds. MNumerous smaller holes

6 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL
were fourd in the underwater body from internal explosions, At
0615 divers inspected the underwater body and installed temporary
plywood patches. 4 salvago punp and cductors wure used to dewator
the holds and the engincroom and unloadipg of cargo was expecdited,
Thouae actions proved effective, At 1110, the traﬁler righted
itself on the flooding tide, decreasing the twenty degree list to
five dcgrees., This list remained constant during the subsequent
tow to Sasigon. At 1200 the trawler was pulled free.’ '

The tow was then transferred to the MSTS tug WINQUAT,
Escorted by USCGC POINT JEFFEISON and LLC-f, WINQUAT towed the
trawler to Vung Tau, arriving there on 22 June at 0600, All other
units returned to nooml ptrol, Tho trawler was thon towed to
Saigon by VNN LSSL 226 via the Soirap River, arriving at the VNN
shipyard the morning of 23 June. All contrabamd from the trawler
was transferrcd to VIN LSIL 328 for shiprent to Can Thc. These
actions were in accordence with orders from the Vietnamesq'Joint
General Staff,

The trawler wes 98 feet 11 inches long with a beam of 19 feet
4 inches, an estimated full load draft of 6 feet 7 inches and a
displacement of 280 tons. The steel hull was green in éolor with
an ivory superstructure and had two cargo holds. The only. hull
identification wes the number 2135 on the bow. As in ths case of
the trawlers intercepted on 31 December 1965 and 10 May 1966, the
nunbers were on scoreboard-type removable plates with numbers on

each side. The basic hull confizuration was sinilar to the HISSEM

1 COMBAVFOIV msg 2410132 June 66, Report of Salvage of Enemy
Infiltration Vessel

7 CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL -~ f
trawler of 31 December and the POINT GREY trawler of 10 May, the
mejor difference Seing that the superstructure was situated further:
aft. The known armament consisted of single .50 caliber machine .
gun mounts aft of the pilot house, on the forecastls and on the
port and starboard sides amidships. These guns were covered by
{ishing nets when the trawler was first s.ighted by the patrol
aircraft (see photograph). In addition to the fishnets, the
trawler carried fishing buoys and buoy marking poles in the waist
as c.mcuflnso.'

Non-tochnical cquipment situated on top of tho pilot house
ana still intact includéd horns, voicetube, fioodlight and {lashing .
light key. The compass was partially destroyed, amd the wheel, \
compass, engine order telegraph and navigation equipment was missing, .'\
indicating emergency destruction procedures were at lsast pazjt.ial'.'ly |
carried out, Partially destroyed communications equipment, consis- . \\
ting of a transmitter, receiver, dynamotor and distribution bex was \

\\
1

recovered as were two antenna bases, <
The engine room was in excellent conditioh despite a coating

of oil from the flooding, The engineering cquipmont was in an

excellent state of repair and an ample supply of spare parts was

founds Tha main ongine was a 225 HP four cyelo, wolid injection,

air starting diesel of East German manufacturec. : ‘~.
Although the actual complement of the crew is not known,

berthing for fourtecen persons was found. The initial photograph

showed a total of eleven persons visible. Following the action

! NAVFORV msg 2410592 June 66, COMNAVFORV INTSUN 72-66

2 NAVFORV msg 2111412 June 66, COMNAVFORV INTSUM 69-66

8 CONFIDENTIAL
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of 20 June five bodies were discovered behind the beach and one
body was found in the cnginer.oom. Two wounded crewnen were cap;
tured by ARVN troops on the shore, one of whom subsequently died,
Thoe second prisoner underwent initial interrogation during June
but revealed no information, '

Approximately 100 tons of cargo were salvagod fronm the
trawler, &2 The weapons were predominately of Comhunist Chinese \
manufacture, with some Soviet weapons and a small number of North \
Korcan rifles. This is the first known instance of North Korean . \
manufactured arms in the IV CTZ. Some amaunition boxes were dated | \\*_
1966, indicating & relstively rapid Chinese Communist distribution
system frcm the factory to t:llc port of origin of tho trawler. A “
new type of 75mm spin-stabilized HEAT projectile z'ecovéred, believed
compatible with CHICOH smooth-bore wespons, would increase the Viet.
Cong anti=tank and anti-pztrol boat capability. The large quantity

of aasphigticated weapons on board indieated that the matorial wan

not intended solely for use in tho IV CTZ but was probably destined

Llvia o am

for large main force units in the III C'I‘Z.3
Although some documents were destroyed in the fire or other-
wise disposed of, several were recovered from the trawler ard,
later, from the vicinity of dead crewmen behind the beach. The 3
engine log recovered indicated that the main machinery had been
running ccnstantly at various RPMs since 14 June, with intermittent

oreration prior to that date. IUntries in the mavigator's workbook

Y CTF 115 msg 2713012 June 66

€ Sce Appendix III for conplete breekdown of material cecptured 4
from trawler

3 NAVFORV msg 2410592 June 66. NAVFORV INTSUM 72-66.
9 * CONFIDENT IAL
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anl on charts indicated a track possidbly initiating 100 milos

southwest of Hong Kong and directly to seaward of the same area

of the Chinese mainlend finelly epproached by the trawler dise-

covercd by USS HISSEM on 31 December off the Ca Mau I’c:n:i.n:~.uila.1

The track skirted east of the Macclesficld Bank on 16 June, then

scutheasterly on 17 and 18 June to 08-37 degreces north, It then

proceeded westward toward the Conson Islands (Puolo Condore). A

course alteration toward the nqrt.hwuat within an hour of the 19

Juno atreralt alghting woulil hava allowed the trawler to ponol.rate

to the point of discovery at a speed of advance of ten knots.. )

This course would have teken it north of an M30 and south of a \

DER on ‘barrier patrols, and ocutside the rader detection range of

either unit at the probable passage time. A VP aircraft passed

within ten nautical miles at 0300 on 20 'Juno; and possibl,); passed

the trawler at the same range at 2215 on 19 June. No contact was

established on either occasion. 3 o
A captured chort suggested that the intended destination was

possibly the lang Nuoc River mouth in Vinh Binh province. An

alternate course was also plotted to the mouth of the Con Chung

River. A review of the two known and one suspected infiltration ; ‘

attempts detected by MARKET TIME units revealed that al:l7 these ‘

entries into the coast were planned for a high tide at first 1light.

In the IV Corps Tactical Zone coastal areas, trawlers of this type

can only enter the numecrous small rivers and canals at high tide,

The lunar high tides average ten to twelve feot, .

! NAVADVGRP Historical Review, January 1966, p. 1.

Senf
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The trawler had not made an attempt to offloaa the cargo prior to
dutection as the hntchos wero still coverod and the holds were
still full when the boarding party inzde its initial investigation,
The loas of this trawler, eombined with the loss of the trawler
on 20 May, represented a serious blow to Viet Cong support. It
is a loss felt not only in the IV CTZ where the ships were inter=-
dicted, but throughout other areas where the material might have
been distributed.’

PATROL ACTIVITIES

ho atondy dnercane In Lho number of MOWKET TIHE unite in
country and on patrol gave rise to a marked incrcase in incidents
during June, Most of these incidents involved patrol units taking
evading junks under fire after all efforts to bring thev suspect
Junks alongside, including use of the s.trer;, bullhorn and warning
shots, had failed. .

Almost all tho evading junk incidents cecurrcd in the Firat
and Second Coastal Zones, with a suspect contact typically running
cloge to the beach and evading as soon as the first warnings were
signalled. Often the occupants managed to flee to safcty on the:
beach or to jump overboard when the first shots were fired, In
all instances the junks were either sunk, destroyed or damaged,

On several occasions enemy gunfire confirmecd the suspicious
Junk activity. The night of 29 June, PCF 42 responded to an urgent
request for gunfire support from Van Ninh subsector of Khanh Hoa

Province. Upon delivering 8fmm mortar fire, the PCF received

! COMNAVFORV msg 2410592 June 66, COMNAVFORV INTSUH 72-66.
1 : CONFIDENTIAL
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small arus fire from the beach, Van Ninh subsector responded to
8 reciprocai request from the PCF and delivered 105mm howitzor.
fire at the Viet Cong shore positions. During the firing a junk
attempted to leave the beech. The PCF closed, illuminated and.
attempted to hail the contact: The junk evaded back toward the
beach and was taken under fire by 8imm mortar. Two direct hits
were scored, sinking the junk eand killing an estmied five Viet
Cong. During the action PCF 42 continued to receive fire from '
the beach, After sinking the junk PCF 42 silenced the fire from
the beach with machine gun and mortar fire,

Also on the night of 29 June, USOGC POINT IOM\S, operating
100 miles north of Qui Nhon off Quang Nhai Province, opened firs
on an evading junk. Simultaneously, automrtic weapons fir- was
received {rom a sccond junk 600 yards north of the first. As
POINT LOMAS took the junks under fire, USS ENGAGE (MSO-443),
operating nearby, was called in to assist. ENGAGE took tho. second
Junk under fire with her 40mm gun and destroyed it. The first
Junk managed to beech and the occupants fled. It was then 'talmx .
under fire and destroyed. This action took place during the execue-
tion of Plan END AROUND, (See Euergency Action Plans Section).

On the morning of 16 June, USCCC POINT CYPRESS detected a
contect moving north across the mouth of the Co Chien River.
POINXT CYPRESS, then at & range of five miles, proceceded to intere
cept the contact. Upon firing illumination rounds, she obscrved
three junks absut 25 feet in length, and fired & series of werning
shots, ‘The reply ceme in a burst of fire from all three junks,

12 : CONFIDENTIAL
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returned dnmedintoly Ly POINT CYPRIGS's 50 calibur machine guns.
Within minutes cne junk disintegrated in a violunt uxplosion, The
other two junks were damaged but managed to evade to small canals
at the north of the Co Chien River mouth., Three Vict Cong v.m‘c
confirmed killed, with at least two more possibly killed,

GUNFIRE SUPPORT

MARKET TIME units conducted pre-planned gunfire support
mizsions during June. On 24 June from 1500 to 1530, USCGC POINT
GLOVER fired a gunfire support nmission at Viet Cong assembly points
on Phu Quoe Island., She expended forty-two rounds of 8imm mortar
erounitien, damaging one Viet Cong stmcturo. On 27 June, USCCC
POINT CLEAR, USCGC POINT GLQVEP., PCF 3 ard PCF 20 fired the second
mission, also at targets on Phu Quoc Island. 140 }omda of 81m
mortar amunition were expended, resulting in destruction of two
Viet Cong stauctbures mid danego Lo Lw'; (;l.hurn.._

WRKET TIHMS unlts rasponded Lo seven requosts for urgoent
gunfire support during the month. Nost missions were fired at
Viet Cong installations or troop concentration;. On 8 June, USCGC
POINT GAIMET and PCF 5 responded to a call for assistance from a
Spcelal 'Forccs outpost under attack on Phu Quoc Island, Forty
rounds of Eimm mortar ammunition were fired while assisting the
outpost,

EMFRCENCY /.CTION PLANS

Throe emcryency action plans are available for MLKKET TIME

units to establish barriers or concentrated area imsvections of

Junks and sampans to thwart the movement of contraband, They are
13 CONFIDENTIAL
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designed to bu rapidly executed with minimum communicctions.

" Plan LY PILNGE wetcblishes & borrier perpendiculeor tb the
snorclinu to intercept treotfiec moving wlong the coast, Plan END
+1.0UiD estcblishes o borrier parcllel to the cocstline for intere
cepting suspect tratfic ioving from seawerd towaid the shore, ar
from the shore to the sua. Plan CORRAL is sot to usteblish o
speeific aros of serreh vhore it is indicated thot closur scrutiny
of traffic, such na o liape concentretion of Junks, is roquired,

Plen (0L was executed tvidee during June, on both occzcsions
in the Vung Tou aree.  [lthough nothing suspicious wr.s'dct.ect.ed, '
response wo.s uxcoullent in both instances. Plan EFD /ROUID was
exceuted once (3eoulta discussud pruviouuly).‘

SE/RCH D 1.SCUE OPERTIONS

IZWheT TIMD units porticipoted in four secrch ond rescue
operations during Junee On 6 Juns, USS FORTIIY (:50~446), U3S
DYN/2IC (#90-432), PCF L5 ond PCF 51 cobducted SiR operations
followin; & collision betwuen two Viutrw-.muse.civilian Jurks off
‘Ben Than TFoint just north of Fhe Trang. Five survivors were
recovered, On 17 June FOATIFY and PCF .46 conducted SiR operztions
ct the sceno of a Novy C-130 eresh north of Com hienh Bay. No
survivors were found. On 27 June PCFs and ICPLs from idUGi:3 12
condiretiod an vwnpuecanaful acarch for oomn iost. ovaer bonrd from
UGS Ol STERE1LTD CoLliTY .

it 18600 on 26 June two Junks from Vi Cozstal Group 36 doperted
USS TORTUGL for their base at the entrance to the Bassac River.

Lt 2 point opproximztely {ifteen miles from the ertrance to the
14 CORFINELTIAL
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Bassac River, onc junk developed engine trouble and the second,
with two U.S. edvisors and eix VNN sailors embarked, came alongside
to assist, While alongside, the hull opened up on the secord Jjunk
and it started taking on water rapidly. Ueapons zid othor equip-

Cment wers quickly transfeprrod Lo Lhe junk with engine trouble, tut

in the confucion it drifted away. All efforts to save the swumping

Junk failed. At 1900 the eight occupants were forcud to take to
the vater, tying themselves together and using five life jackects
and several crates to stay afloat. TORTUGA, who hed maintained
radio contact with the CG 36 advisors, immediastely dispatched SAR
units including'an LCPL, 1CVP, PACV, and fire team ‘helos. M/ARKET
TIME units dispatched to the scene included USS INFLICT (MSO-456),
PCF 40, USCGC POINT LE/GUE and USCGC POINT HUDSON, A flare air-
craft was also dispatched to assist. A creeping line search plan
was cxecuted throughout the night in spite of 25 pé LO knot winds

and four to six foot swells. The disabled junk was recovered at

1940 by an LCVP from TORTUGA with seven survivors embarked. They

reported that the eight men frem the second junk were still in
the water. The scarch continued until the following morning at
0700 vhen FOINT LEAGUE recovered the eight survivors in excellent
condition.
M/KXET TIME FORCES

‘An additional six PCFs arrived inecountry during June,
bringing the total boats to 54. All six units were assigned to
PCF Division 105 at Qui Nhon, .

| On 10 June two PACVs moved to USS TORTUGA for assessment in

15 ' CONFIDENTIAL
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G/VE WARDEN operations off the Mekong Delte in a continuation of
their evaluation program. These operations included transits to
and from the base at Cat Lo until 29 June, when the PACVs returned“
to Cat Lo to start undergoing modifications. In addition to nighf,
river patrols the PACVs evaluated theii' operational potential with
an 1SD type ship. '

Mobile Inshore Undersea Warfare Surveillance Unit Eleven
(MIUWS 11) became operational st Cam Ranh Bay during June, bringing
to two the nmumber of operational MIUWS units. MIUWS 12 at Vung Tau
roccived two additioml Mark XI 1CPT, patrol hoats to bring their
total to four; and MIUWS 11 rcecived four Mark XI LCPLs. Personnel
from MIUWS 23 arrived in Qui Nhon during the month and started
preparation of harbor defense facilities, Also, equipment for
MIUWS 22 arrived a2t Nha Trang. ‘

On 20 June two WPBs from Coast Guard Squadron 11 &t An Thbi
undorwent drydocking in Bangkok, Thailand, ZLack of inecountry
drydocking faclilities necessitated the use of the Thai shipyard
facilitica., Results of the docking were not completely satisface
tory as both boats expericnced bottom peeling. Ro-docking was -
necessary., .

In MARKET TIME air operations USS SALISBURY SOUND(AV-13)
discstablished the scadrome at Cam Renh Bay on 3 June, Patrol
Squadron Two with a detachment of seven aircraft at Tan Son Nhut
Airbase at Saigon continued daily surveillance flights in Support
of MARKET TIME operstions, Patrol Squadrons Eight, Twenty-eight
and forty-seven, flying P3A aircraft out of Sangley Point,

16 ~ CONFIDENTIAL
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Philippine Islands, supported MARKET TIME operations in the northern

area from Cam Ranh Bay to the Seventeenth Parallel,

Tho following Seventh Fleot units oporated as a part of Task

Force 115 during all or part of Juno:

USS SAVAGE (DER-386)

US5 BRISITR (DER-327)
U35 VANCE (DER-387)

USS FALGOUT (DLR=324) -
U3S FCRSTER (DER-334)
U35 XKOINGR (DZR-321)

USS HAVERFIEID (DER-393)
USS KEETCHMER (DER-329)
USS WARBLER (M3C~206)
USS ALBATROSS (MSC-2€9)
USS DYNAMIC (2SO-432)
US3 CONFLICT (M30-426)
USS FORTIFY (MSO-4406)
USS EWGAGE (MSO-443)

USS IMPERVIOUS (MSO-L49)
USS INFLICT (MSO=456)
USS LOYALTY (}SO-457)
USS WIDGEON (1SC-208)

3 3 3 3 ¥
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RIVEL PATROL FORCE

The arrival of sixtecn new PBRs and the movement of two
additional River Patrol Scctions into the Meckong Delta highlighted
CAME WARDEN operations during June. Indicative of the increased
patrol effort and its effect on the Viet Cong was the increased
number of incidents involving GAME WARDEN units.! In the Rung Sat
Special Zone FERs assumed ﬁho remaining stations occupied by PCFs,
relcasing them for MARKET TIME duties. An initial assessment of
thio fledpling stapes of GAMY, WARDEN indicated that tho operation
was accomplishing its mission,

DELTA PATROL GROUP

The first test of the off-shore support ship concept _in the

Mekong Dcﬂ@a was initiated on 13 June. Intelligence indicated
extensive Viet éong moverent of material in the vicinity of the
mouths of the Co, Chicn_und Bassac Rivers to Viet Conp socret zones
known to exist along the Delta Coast (see chart). In an attempt :

to counter this, CQMIU.VFORV directed CTF 116 to deploy mobile units _‘\..
to the vicinity of the mouths of the Co Chien and Bassac Rivers, ‘ .

and to establish enti-infiltration and interdiction patrols. This

was accomplished by deploying River Section 512, with ten PBRs,

two PACVs and one helicopter fire team aboard USS TORTUGA (ISD-26)
for cperations in the designated area, At the same time, LSS FIOYD

COUNTY (15T=762) was chopped to CTF 115 and its helicopter fire /

e ——

tcam shifted to the 2irficld at Vung Tau,

——e . g

e

! Sce Appendix II for GAME WARDEN Statistical Summary

18 CONFIDENTIAL
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For the remainder of the month TORTUGA,. with her embarked
components, mainteined a mobile st:ation in the vicinity of the
river mouths. Although operations were at times curtailed by sea .
conditions, the PBils mnintained frequent amd apgressive patrols.
On 19 June, PBRs 55 and 60, on patrol in the northern reach of the .
Bassac River estuary, detected a single sampan crossing rapidly
from south to north. Closing at high speed, the PERs .fired ten
warning shots. The sampan failed to respond and was taken under
fire by .50 caliber machine gun. After forty rounds had been

fired, the sampan disinteprated from a sccondary oxplosion., There

were no survivors recovered, and no assessment of Viet Cong casual=

ties. The sampan's movement was evaluzted as‘ a Viet Cong attempt
to transport explosives nerosa the rivar.

The heaviest action invoiving I'Blis occurred tho morning of
20 June at the nouth of the Bassac River near the small Cniv Co
River. PBRs 57 and 58 dstected, then closed and illuminated a
forty foot junk crossing the Bassac estuary at ixigh tide. At é
rar;e of fifty yards the junk opened fire at PB}.l 57, the iead boat,
using autom:tic weapons and an anti-tank rocket launcher. ' The
initinl round from the rocket launcher fourd its mark on ti\e PBR,.
but heavy .50 caliber and .20 caliber machine gun fire forced the
Junk to flee up the shallow Cai Co River. Of the estimated ten

Vist Cong on board, at least two were killed or wounded, Onc was

scon to fall overboerd and the other fell back into the boat. The .

PHls suffered two casualties; one the forward gunner and the sec\ond
the Vietnamese MNavy liaison petty officer from Coastal Group 35.
19 CONFIDENTIAL

'.\'~

23



e |
P |

CONFIDENTIAL )
Both were evacuated by helicopter sdth shrepnel wounds. PER 57
received a twelve inch by eipht inch hole on thg forward deck and
2 five inch hole on the starboard side above the waterline., The '
.50 czliber machine gun mount housing shield, the whip antenna,
the radar antenna and the spotlight lens were damaged by shrapnel. .
On two occasions amnned helicopter rir'e teams from TORTUGA
saw significant action on thc; Bagsac River. On 19 June the heli-
copters firced on Lhrue camouflaged sampans near the mouth of the
river in the same area as the PBR 57/58 incident. Automatic,
weapons fire was received in return. One Viet Cong was killed,
one sampan destroyed and two sampans damaged. One man from the
fire team was wounded when a round struck the flexible gun drive,
On 21 June the fire tcam again came urder automatic weapons '
attack, The fire was returned with machine gun and rocket fire.
One hut was destroyed a;nd an estimted five Viet Cong killed,
During eerly June, work neared completion on the interin GM_E'
VARDEN facilities at My Tho on the noetiern bEAnsHIaP the Mekong
River. On 20 June River Section 531, with Commander River Division
53, tranasited f‘rmn Cat 1o to tho mouth of the Cua Tieu River,
There they were met by an escort of VNN River Assault Group craft
and procecded up the Cuz Tieu River to My Tho. Aree familizriza-
tion patrols were conducted and an intensive psychological warfare
campaign edministered, including leaflet drops and distribution of
family comfort kits. .
GAME WATDEN units at Can Tho completed their first full month
of patrol in June, During the month steppod up harassmont of

20. CONFIDENTIAL
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patrol units indicated the patrols were starting to have some
effect on Viet Cong movements, On the morning of 11 June, PBRs
38 and 39, patrolling ten miles northwest of Can Tho on the Bassac
River, roceived a hoavy volune of automatic weapons fire from
positions on the bank, The fire was suppvanaéd with 500 rounda
of .50 caliber machine gun fire and seven M=79 grenades. Tho
patrols observed one large secondary explosion during the action.
There were. no friendly casualties or damage. The FBRs maintained
surveillance in the area for the remainder of the night, but no
nmovement was detected. The action was latt;r evaluated through
ground reconnaissance as sn attempted Viet Cong platoon crossing.

The same’ evening PBRs 36 and 37, patrolling in the Can Tho
area, received .30 caliber machine gun and automapic rifle fire,
Suppression fire consisting of 700 rounds of .50 caliber machine
gun, five grencdes and 260 rounds of small arms fire silenced the
attack as the PBRs cleared the area. Again, there were no friendly
casualties.,

k sandber fourteen miles southeast of Can Tho in 'th;s Bassac
River provided the location for significant Viet COn; psychological
werfare activity on 27 June. Here, at 2230, PBR 38 discovered a
beached bamboo float. The float was & replica of a PBR, covered
with h'azc-grey canvas and {lying a Viat .Cong flap. A sign on
board - in.Vietna.meso -~ challenged the Americans to fight, and
included the phrase "Sat My" - "Kill Americans®, The float was
taken under fire by .50 czliber machine guns, damaged and forced
into the river. Cautious of possible booby traps, the PBR st.u;}'cd

21 CONFIDENTIAL .
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well clear and allowed it to float away with the current.
RUNG SA\T SPECIAL ZONE PATROL GROUP

Early in June, reliable intelligence sources indicated that
U.S. river patrol units, fixed w:.ng air stri’s, armed helicopter
reconnaissance missions and PCF mortar harassing fire along the
east bank of the Soirap River north of the Vam Sat River had '
forced the Viet Cong to abandon this crossing pointf./ Other sources ;‘.
indicated that patrols on both the long Tau and the’Soirap Rivers
had effectively curtailed Viet Cong night-time movement., ! Instead, )
crosoings were being made around sunrise and sunsoet, using ceundngly
irmocont sampans statloned in mid-stream at bends i:; the river to
notify Viet Cong sampans of the passq;ng of patrol units, In en
attempt to counter this, special daytime pa.t;ols were established
by PBRs on 8 Juue, ‘

Lending support to this information, night-time interdiction
of Viet Cong river movoment in the Rung Sat Special Zone was almost
nil for the first time in three months. In the one aignitican_f. AR
action, on 19 June at 2100, PBlis -on atation near the mouth of t:h«: ’
Vam Sat liver elosod a contact moving from ocst to west across the

.‘.‘

Soirap River. As the PHRs closed to investigate, they found one

swanped sampan and four to five people in the wator. Two of the ~5

swvimnmers were floundering while the other two were swimming stronély
toward the beach. The PERs closed the two strong swimmers, hailed

them with no response, then fired warning shots. Thoy at.l:ll rofused

! NAVFORV msg 1310362 June 66, COMNAVFORV INTSUM 62-66. :
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to o rescucd, Wory of the danger of hand prenndes, the boat captain
ordered the swinmmers taken under fire, They wore shot, and subse-
quently sank beneath the surface. A gearch was then conducted .f,or
the other two swimmers, but no trace could be found and they were
presuned drowned. The sampan was recovered and found to have a
satchel containing a Viet Cong school transcript, maps, documents,
perronal letters, money and clothes. Approximately forty-five
minutes later a sceond degerted sampan was recovered in the same | F
arca. Doth sanpans and the captured materinl were turned over to !
VNN zuthorities at Nha Be, : ~

The helicopter fire teams continued their effective recon- -
naissance of the kung Sat Special Zone, and on several occasions
came to the assistance of beleaguered outposts. In the most
significant incident, on the night of 9 June, U.S. Army advisors
reported that the hamlet of Binh Thanh was under attack by an .:.. 2
undetarminad nueber of Viot Cong, and the fire tean from TORTUGA
wny launched to the seeno whilo PPIs on station stood by to ansist.
The helicopters made strikes to the south and east of the hamlet,
suppressed the fire and thwarted the attack. | : 0y

On 27 June at 1145, while on a routine daytime reconnaissance ’ .,
flight, the fire team spotted a supply cache on the east bank of '
the Soirap River at a large bérd six adles sou..th' of Hha Be. The
fire team was oidered by CTG 116.2 not to taks the cache under: :
fire, and a reaction force of two Regionnl Force companies embarked
on boats from W.G 22 at Nha Be immediately proceeded to the scene, i
Prior to their arrival two large explosions were obgerved at the
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CONFIDENTIAL

cache, indicating that the Viet Cong had attempted to dostroy the

supplics to prevent capture. The explosions were evaluated as

comnand detonated boxes of grenades, Upon arrival, the reaction

force discovered 208 fragmentation grenedes, three cans of

explosives; 2000 brass casings; one tool kit for loa.dixig and fusing

ammunition; four bags of sulphur, black powder and potassium nitrate;

ten pounds of assorted small arms ammunition; one roll of wire and

‘wire cutters; ten eutomatic woapons magazinesj and ono'sampan. The

cache was cvaluated as being readied for moxfementl out of the Rung

Sat Special Zone. | : i
The problem of civiliun movement in prohibited areas wes again

brought to light during June.! On 2 Junc at 1215, a spotter air-

craft - Long Tao ALO/FAC - observed an apparently desertcd sampan

on & small stream near the Long Tao River, in a region prohibited

to civilian t.mrfi'c. An outboard motor wrapped in plastic was in

the boat. Soon afterward, a second sampan was observed approaching

the first, then transferring goods from the deserted sampan, Seawolf

16, an armed helicopter on Lor;g Teo River patrol, was authorized by “"‘:\

Vietnamese Navy authorities at Kha Be to take the sampans under {ire. '

The long Tao FAC reported both sampans sunk and the three occupants ‘

killed. At 1358, the Long Teo Fire Team spotted a beached sempan

;ln the vicinity of the earlier strike and obtained pormission to

deatroy ib. Tho following day Vietnwaese personnel found one dead

and two wounded in the vicinity of the strikes. The two survivors,‘

! See NAVFORV Historical Swmmery, April 1966, p. 23, for previcus
incident in RSSZ.
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reported to be civilians, stated they had been fired ‘on from a
helicopter. Medical evacuation of the survivors was made,

Onc successful SEAL tcam ambush took place during the month.
On 14 June, an ambush was set on the Co Gia RIiver near the eastern
edge of the Rung Sat Special Zons, with the SEAL team moved in to
pleco by unibs of KAG 22, AL 0030 on 15 Juns, a sampan was detectod
moving along the river and was taken urder fire, One Viet Cong was
killed, one wounded and a third escaped. In & simultaneous action, a
Regdonal Force 999 Company zmbush team killed three Viet Congs

In nine countermeasures activity, Nha Be based MSBs continued
their daily sweeps of the long Tao River ship channel and the Nha Be
anchorage., They weroc assisted by VNN MIMSs. PBRs from Nha Boe con-
tinued to assist U.S. Army patrol units in providing security at
the Nha Bo enchorage. In a significant mine discovery during the
afternoon of 12 Junc, a friendly fishermn located one electrical
wire leading from the bank down into the Lops Tau River approxi-
mately five miles southeast of Nha Be. He reported the discovery
to KNha Be and RAG units were dispatched to the scene. About five
metors from the bank two poles, three mc;ters apart, were found
protruding about one half meter from the surf_ace. At the bottom
of the polos a mine was found. The mine wes made .fmm two oil
cans fastened together by two wooden sticks,! It was capable of
remaining beneath the surface in wet storage, then being moved
into eny location in the channel by a sampan after the passage

of the minesweepers.

1 This is the same type of mine found on 27 Mgy under OR LADY OF
PEACE. See NAVFORV Monthly Historical Swumery, May 66, p. 26.
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PBRs

Tho addition of sixteen new PBIs during June bolstered GAME -
VAKDEN forces, bringing tho total boats ih country to sixty-three,
Eight PORs arrived on 4 June aboard the SS CATAWBA VICTORY; throo
were gssigred to RIVPATSECT 543, erd five to RIVPATSECT 531. The
socord group arrived on 9 June aboard the CCNY VICTORY; five were
assignsd to RIVPATSECT 531, and three to RIVPATSECT 522. ARt

In PBR movements not previously mentioned, RIVPATSECT 543
vith seven PBRs shifted from USS TORTUGA to Cat Lo on 2 June, !
On 7 Jdune, RIVPATSECT 531 anl the remaining units of RIVPATSECT : :
543 shifted from USS TORTUGA to Cat lo. On & June RIVPATSECT 543 \
cemploted -oporational chocks anl reported to CTF 116 for duty; .
and on 17 June RIVPATHECT 531 completed oporationnl chucks and
reported for duty. On 10 June.lIIVP.'. SECT 512 and RIVPATSECT 542
shifted from Cat lo to Nha..Be.

During the month of June approximately 200 enlisted personnel :
reported to River Squ:zdron Five. By the end of the month, all
Kiver Patrol Sections had at least fi.fty-fi've men assigned, amd
had extra boat crews and maintenance pereonrxt;l. g | .

The FBRs continued to experience extensive surface corrosion,
Espoeially susceptible wers the Jacuzzi pump grill inserts. Shaft
casualties also continued to plague the PBRs, Noew type, stronger
shafts had not yet been reccived by the ex;xd ot the month, During
June, RIVRONFIVE commenced issuing Squadron Maintenance Bulletins

covering maintenance problems encountered in the PBRs. Theso were
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CONFIDENTIAL '
sent to all Kiver Divisions, kiver Patrol Sections, and Naval
Support Aectivity, Scigon detachments that support PBRs.
INITIAL GAME WiRDEN ASSESSMENT

In asscssment of effectivensss of Operation GAME WARDEM since
the arrival of the first PBils in-country on 20 March w:w‘ promulgated
on 24 June.! Based on intolligence reports from captive Viet Cong,
Chicu Hoi rallicra and special agents as woll as from evaluation
of aerial surveillance, GAME WAKDEN appeared to be effectively v
accomplishing its mission of interdicting Viet Cong movements on
the major rivers of the Rung Sat Specisl Zone and on that portion ks
of the Bassac River in the vicinity of Can Tho vhere the initial 4
Delte patrols were being copducted. i |

Indications were that the Viet Cong were slowly being starved
out of large areas of the Rung Sat Special Zone, a region which has
treditionally been under enemy control. The employment of ground
forces to strike st the heart of the Rung Sat Special Zone - Operaf
ticns JALCKSTLY, LiXMGTOW III, and continuing VN and Regional Force
operations - destroye.d lerge quentities of food, armas and ammunition,
and numorous Viet Cong facilitios, This necessitated encny resupply,
withdraval or sevore hardship. Contauuous GAME WIRDEN patrols in.
support of these oporations contributed to the disruption of resupply
routes from Long An and Go Cong provinces. A marked reduction in
the number and scope of Viet Cong initiated sncidents in the Rung h

Sat Special Zone since March was indicative of the enemy's loss of

freedom of cetion. LSD/IST based UH-1B fire teams were effectively

1 COMNAVFORV msg 240937Z June 1966, GAME W/RDEN Operations
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employed in the Kung Sat Special Zone for direct PBR support, and
for aimod rcconnaissance and preplanned strikes. Those ororations,
conducted during the training phese off Vung Tau, substantiated
brcdictions of similar effective support when the PBHs are deployed
aboard LSTs in the ultimate GAME WAJDEN stations off the Delta’
River mouths,

Althouz GLME VW.RDEN forces in the Delta were not yet at
programmed stren&th,/initial experience with the one section "~
operating from the t anporary base at Can Tho was notevorthy. On
two known occasions attempted crossings by Viet Cong units were
stopped by patrols. Reports from the IV Corps Tactical Zone
irdicated that Viet Cong commanders voiced concern at th.e presence
of the U.S. craft on the river. Disruption of Viet Cong tax col-
lectors on theé Bassac River was corfirmed by the Tre On Village
Chief, who stated that the arrival of the PBRs enabled villagers
for the first time to transport their produce to Can Tho without
paying Viet Cung taxes, The VNN cammander of the Fourth Riverine
irea considercd friendly river traffic of the Bassac to be merkedly
increased, In addition, the influence of PER night patrols resulted
in increased RAG 25 patrol activity during the daytime,

Based on this initial assessment, GAME WARDEN was considered - .

to be an important deterrent to Viet Cong movements on and across [

the major rivers of tho Delta and the lung Sat Special Zone. o
Increased effectiveness was antici;iated as edditional boats amd
bases become operational, aml the crews gain familiarity emd = : ™

confidence and evolve tactics to counter Viet Cong efforts in

their areas of responsibility.
* % %R
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HiRBOR CLEARANCE

Sineo thoir arrival in country in April, personncl of Harbor
Clearance Team One and Light Lift Craft One have made a series of
important contribdutions to the maritime war effort, Both units
participeted in the salvage of cargo from the POINT GREY trawler
in May (sce May COMNAVFORV Historical Summary), folluwed by cleare
ance operations at Iy Tho. Augmented by personrel from Herbor
Clearance Team Three, they played a vital role in the capture of
the POINT LELGUE trawler in Juna.

MY THO GUBMELGED WRECK JUsMOVAL

The establishment of a GAMZ WARDEN base at My Tho in the
Mekong Delta brought with it the r,equiremer;t for construction of
a pontoon flozting pier for use by the TGits, The base site was
selected and approved, but removal of a wreck of approximstely
520 tons displacerent, located at thalsite where the pontoon
floating pier facilities were to be situated, was required.
Positive identificetion of the wreck was not possible, but local
information further substantiated by mame plate data inlicated
that it was the wreck of the Prench cargo vessel PAULBERT, believed
sunk by borbing in early 19&5.1'1

hlthough sore initial difficultivs were expericnced, pcrmi.s-
siocn to move the wreck was obtained from the Province Chici of
Dinh Tuong and the local My Tho District Chief; with furtila' eppro=
val by the Director of the Vietnamese Bureau of Navigation, the

Govermment of Vietnom Minist sy of Transportation, and the GVN

1 COMILVIORV spdltr ser 769 of 25 June 1966 surmarizes.
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Public Works Nepartment. U.S. Navy salvage units were authorized

to lift the wreck from its positlon adjacent to My Tho across the

northern branch of the Mekong River to a position on the northwest

tip of Cu Long Island,

On 20 May Harbor Clearance Team One arrived at My Tho embarked

in Light Lift Craft One (11€-1). The project was x;lnnncd in two
phases. The iirst, the preparatory phase, consisted of removing
mud and sand from the inside of the hulk using air 1ifts; then
tunncling under the hullc anxd passing ncssengers for subsequent
reeving of heavy ﬁi‘t wires. The sccond phese was .to effect the
actual lift and movement of the hulk, To accomplish this, two
Heavy Lift Craft (ALC-1 and ALC-2) were to be towed from Subic
Bay, Philippine Islands, to My Tho.

On 20 May LLC~-1 was positioned alongside the wreck an_i phase
one comuzenced, Phase one was completed by 10 June despite some
AdifLicultian tn tumellog eanzad by a hard olay botton, Mic-‘i and
L.C=2 were towed by Lug from Subiec Bay to Vung Tau, where they .
vere tranaforred to tho MSTS tug WINQUAT for tow to My Tho. Thoy
arrived at My Tho on 4 June. Prior to positioning the ALCs in
lifting position alongside the wreck, it was necessary to remove
a small, ramshackle pier, epparently of World War II vintage,
vhich extended from ths. river edge almost to the inboard emd of
the wrock, Tho plor, which waa Va];mltmn oxcopt for acrap, wna
removed almost intact and delivered to local authorities upon
completion of the joub, .

Twelve wires in all were passed through tunnels urder the
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CONFIDENTIAL
wreck and made fast on the ALCs. At first high tide on 11 June
the vreck was lifted on the initial attempt and moved approximately

half way to the disposal site across the river., In sequence with

tidal movements during the next three days, the hulk was lifted

‘and moved to the final disposel site, well clcar of the main ship
channel, A day marker with two black spherical ahnpea one meter
apart wag installced on tho exposcd portion of the wreckape. 7Tho

job was completed on 14 June, six days ahead of schedule,

The wreck was 130 feet in length, with a bean amidships of

14 feet and a full load draft of 8 feet, The estimated full load

displacement was 520 tons. The difficult task of moving this hulk

was accomplished under adverse diving conditions in strong currents

and zero sub-gurface visibility.
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NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY SAIGON

The activities of the U.S. Naval Support hctivity, Saigon amd
its detachments increased in scope and intensity during June as
the construction of new support bases continued, The progress at
the detachments varied considerably depending on local conditions.
Problems cncountered in buse cc_mst.ruction continued to be numerous
and varied. Typically, they included such items as negotiating
for real estate; meking local arrangemcnts for joint U,3,/Vietnamese
utilization of interim facilities; constructing work shops, piers,
and living quarters; stocking supplies and repair parts; organizing
base defense; and repairing the boats., As the basic housekeeping .
needs of the bases became established, more attention was being .
diroctod Lowrd such support, Lloms as eongine and .olucl,ronic ropair.

Under. the auspices o'f tho Public Works Department, progress . .
on base and headquarters completion ccatinued during June. Work
was started on the construction of interim GAME WARDEN base faci-
lities at Sa Dec, Vinh long, and Long Xuyen. All bases were to
be ready to receive operntioml units during July'. Work continﬁed
on the base at Nha Be, with drilling started on a water well at an
approved location on the permanent GAME VARDEN base site. On 21
Juno, YREDR=-16 mrrivod at Lha Bo to provide ad;ll.timml 1nturzln;
berthing and repair facilities. A plan has been prepared for
roofing over the top deck and providing a screened-in sleeping
area,

In other consiruction work the renovation of spaces et NAVFORV
headquarters progressed on schedule with soume of the spaces in use
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by the end of the month, /i contract was let for the leveling of
the MARKET TIME P2V parhking apron at Tan Sun Nhut Airbase at
Saigon. Daily rains, however, prevented any work by thq contractor,
This situntion was expuctod to contimue until Septembor, Similar’
conditions delayed work on the NAVSUPPACT Air Division pgrking
arca. Arrangements were completed during the month with the Army
Engineers for construction work on facilities for MIUWS units at
Qui Whon and Nha Trang.
Repair capabilities continued to improve as shops and personne;
became available., The shop at the Cat Lo Support Facility was in
full opcration as of 30 June; Three PCF engines were replaced at “'\. ;
Cat Lo during the month. An operational target date of 20 July |
was established for repcir facilities at Ving Long, Sa Dec and
Long Xuyen., At the NAVSUrPACT Detaciment at Cam Ranh Bay, ‘repair
facilities were basically completed amd equipment fifty percent
installed by the end of June. g
hdditional steps toward achieving full operational capability
'were taken during the month. Equipment issue including ﬁeapons
and personal pgear was established from the Ii:\VSUPPACT aArmory. The
amalprment. of ono YFIC wan conf e l\-lltl tho USS DUIERIRD (formerly \. '
M5C-121) was assigned to NAVSUPPACT. This sea 1ift capability
will provide an excellent resupply capability for MARKET TIME and
GAME v-mn_ﬁn bases throughout the II, III and IV Corps Tactical
Zones. In addition, eight 1CMs were received by NAVSUPPACT during
the Ixnonth for use et G\ML WARDEN bases. ¢
~ The Supply ﬁepartment. was involved in numorous emsrgency -
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expedients including such items as nr.chine guns for the My Tho
Lase, equipment for >utfitting of fire bonts, office furniture
and camouflape fatijues for the S4.L teaws., During the month
the field support team visited the varivus bescs ond assisted
4;3 necdod dnowewssing, laundry, miscollanoous supply problous,
end ¢stablishing e meas et the N.VSUFP.CT Detechment at long
Xuyen,

Querterly schedulus for USS M:EL (.1I~12) and USS BiULE
(Li1~28), assipned to COR‘.I'u.VFdB.V for logistic support purposcs,
wers {irmied up. ..1so in the logistic erca, cction wes tcken t9
exploit air end overland 1ift ccpabilitios with the objuctive of
compressing trangportation pipelines to a miniu.um.. In the ¢ ccounting
erca, 2 stree;mlined funding/eccounting procecurc vwas implenented at
the detechient level to 1cduce peper work in ‘these crses by cs nuch
as fifty percent. '

The personnel strength of the K.V3UZP.CT Jetachanents incressed
repicly during Juns, vith the on-boerd percentese of cllowence at
ebeut. 758 for officer and 60% for enlistel by the eni of the month. »
Hovever, & scrious shortfeail cuntil;\'wd to oxist in the technicel
ratings. .aso, in tie persornsl crce, en mstmcti.on wa3 issued to
outline jurisdictionel linitatiuvns e specific procsiures for the
clanistration of .rticle 15 Non=Judicinl Punds.isent by Officers
in Charge of K.VSUPPICT Seigon Dutzchuents. '

# % 3 %
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MILIT: RY CIVIC ..CTION ,Ji) ZSYCHuLQG1C:), Ovwi..TIONS

During June six PsyOps trained officers tock un .dutias as
PsyOps officcrs for MAKST TRE ond C e V/iDE: units in tle four
Coestal Zones and tLhe two hiverine Jaees. lith the growth of the
UL.Ss Navy coimitment, U.S. persomnel becarie nore involved in PsyOps.
and Civic Jction programs, encouraging the Vistnamese to do the
sam.

One excmple of the effects of U.S. involvenent cacw fron PCF
Division 104 «t Cam henh Bay. On occasions PCF and Support
activity personnel have teken injured fishermen to U.S. Medicel
freilitics for trentmunt, effcetud anerzency repairs to junks at
sea and sponsorod wovacs for local childron - these anong other
civic action projocts. The sffectivensss of the propres was
anphasized when the Division Coimanier was invited to dinner by
the Village Chief of Binh Ba Village, The Chisf steted that when
the PCks first cane tho poople had éxpx-ussed apprvhension about
being mist.réatcd, but that since thon they had felt more sccure
than before, Tae Chief further gtated ‘that the respsctful isannor
ol the scarchers, coordinetion between PCFs cnd Coustel Group
units, zid puraiission to fish in the patrol srea hod resulted in
the best catch of fish in mony years ot nis village.

In the Sceon! Cocotal Zons an initial oxpuriuwnﬁ using porteble
loudspeckers aboecrd a PCF vias cunducted in the aree north of Fhe -
Trong. Chicu Hoi brozdecsts using. tepes prepur-;d by Secumd
Cozstal Zonu PsyOps personnel were cuntuctud for a pcriad'ol‘ toun
hours with eneoureping resuliss 1n one instance & group of fishunen

put to sex from their village cnd reportod ‘thzt the Viut Cong, who
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hed buen in the villzpe, hod deperted; in a sceond instance, a

group f fishermen spplauded when they hcard the tape end asked
to hove it played ogein, e ‘
A eontinuing cdvisory effort wvas started et the Vistnarnese
leval Training Center, Nha Trong to incugyrate a program: of study
in psycholecgiczl operations. slthough therc wes o officer et
the Center quoalificd to teach the course additional dutivs pru-
cluded his instructing the subject. /Also, et the Recruit Training
Center, Cam Ranh Bay, the advisor requested that recruit training
in the subject bu stoerted whicn an instructor buconw aveilobls, '
4 unique Medical Civie sction Program (1EDC.P) wos usteblishod |
in the Third Cozstel Zone. Volunteor coctors end nursus of the
U.S. .y 36th Evacuation Hospital ot Vung Tou and Vil personnel
end advisors of Coastal Groups 32 aurl 33 on their doys off have
boarded Cocstal Group junks cnd transited to coestal srsas nortl_t'
of Veng Tou and U villepos dn Uhe fung S0t Speedal z2ong Lo Lreeab
the villoguers. This MeDCAP zction has busn lii@llly successful,
In the Fourth Cozstel Zone a ten faaily huus‘:l.ng unit wes -
. eomplobed duriang, the nuntn for Victnomose Ravy depundents ot iin
Thoi. This is the third such unit constructed in o prot,-rém to’“s
roplace taose dustroyud by fire on 30 April 1966, :

Civic /.2tion Swinary:

1. Cunstruction projscts completed during report period., 411

wero repaired or ronovated end wors Joint projocts with oVIULF.

a. Bridges : 1
b. Hospitals . 1
c. Haruct places 1

d. Schools ‘1
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6. Voluntary “contributions in support of (:LS piestors)

&. Orph-nages ' 5, GO0LVN
b. Schuols 13, 64,05V
¢. EKeligious - 12, 0004VK

d. Heirlip and rdscellenesus operctions  3,3635VN
7. BLfforts not otherwise meationud above:

a. Fauilics of Coxstal Group 34 were given 2 pigs, 2 hens
end 4O kilos of fwed (31¢ Cuastel Zonc).

b. VEN dependents at DelNeng were given 420 pounds of rice X
by crew of k=71,

c. Bocts ¢f TG 11642 cdeliversd 3,000 pounds of buoks,
nrgazines and nowspape:s to district huedquirters Cen Glo.

, , !
d. CTF 116.2 provided transportation from Con Gio to Fha Be '.
for onv hairlip child and mother who wure ergroute. to Saigon for i
child's operction. . \
\
\\

-

o, VNIl edvisors arrcenged for deldvery of 80,000 rmesazinus
vithin VIV e1ea of rospunsibility.

" ~
)
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iV L LDVISOKY GLOUP

At Vietnouese Nevy Headquarters, thure wes little change in
the orgendzetionzl structure of VEN with reorgenizetion of the
Iogistics Brench remeining unaccomplished. Humerous senior
sfficer changes of cuty were effected during the month.

VD perssnnel accounting came in for cluse scrutiny during
June as U.S. advisors institut:c-.-d action tu improve personnel
accounting procedurcs in the Vietnomese lizavy. There wers a number .
of arees in vhich improverents cre inciceteds Inconing reports
are not always accurate; Vietnanese personnel records ere naintained
by hard; recruits ere helld in 3eizon until spoce beeones eveilable \
Lor thole teadning; ot porsonnel ey dopart, 111epally anl whén .l
they ere return still be corrisd os deserters. ‘.'.c‘.visors found
. that distribution o>f personnel eould be improved.' There was an
overcbuniance of non in edministrative anml lopistic billets vhile . \
some cumbatant units were undémarm«.—d. .

In en offort to improve Vistnamcse Novy persunnel accounting,
¢ now strength repart will be initiated in carly July, with the
first ruport dus on 15 lugust, The Joint Gunural Steff agreed to
provide an IBM listing of names of persomnel in Vi, Oncu this
listing ant VN lists are conparcd, o goal sccounting of personnul
should by aveilable.

Leadership vidthin the Vietnanese xéavy continuud to improve

! Sonior idvisor VRN Hecdquarters onthly Evalustion, Juns 1966

CONFIDERT ILL

SPECL.IL H.KDLING REQUIRED
FoT LELLV.SIBLE TO
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with greater exposurs to USH units, expoeriunce and the r.splncc..ﬂcnt.
of poorer officurs, There hove been tony encouraging starts in
correcting faults with VKN, but it has taken advisory sncuurage-
nent to push these boyond indivicdual officer offorts. Counterpert
relotions in generel were rogarded as sctisfoetory, perticularly
aong thu more Junior officers. Onu problen cres was soen orising
vith thu possibility that the increasing USK presence in Vietnaw
adphl bopdn Lo overave Lhe Viobneaico, .’.L‘.v.lu-.n.'n wore avara of
this problen and were doing what they could to ellevicto ;Lt..1
MLINTENGNCE L ND TOGISTICS '

liaintenance of VI units continued to be hampered by a nunber
of facturs. I[nong thess were o lack of trecined psrsonnel, old '
ships and equipnent, poor p:-;i‘sonnel Jdistribution, a ba'cklog of
work at the Haval Shipysrd, and an oceasiuntl shnortage of repoir
parts. Rwpairs which were cifectud to ships at tines wers of
poor quality, and Cacslel Zonu smdviscrs regort thot ships un
patrol uxperionced frequent cquijrent feilures. The nwaber of
river I.s;':alxlt. Group and Lkiver Tronsport Escort Group boots in the
yani dncreeacd, and tho nber conploting svurhnul (‘.ucrunm:d;

U.S. lavy advisors. at the VEN shipyard, Scigon have buen
concerned for st tine cbout the arount Of serzy nctel prescnt
on the shigyerd grounds. During Junc & iong teri projuct wos
storted to reisove this scrap. Diifi.cuitius in tho serza; disposal
progran include saurtage of lebour in the shipyard, ;rusp-msibilit.y

of diffurent groups for tho vorious hulks and ilus of scrap, and

T 1biq,
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thu fact that Lenoy returned fron sera: disposal is eroditud to
JGS rether then directly to Vil

Utilizotion of the Victnoniese Fovy logistic 1lift shiys cone-
tinued to be edversely cifectud by ixny foctors. Begicrlly, 2
esordineting cpency is required to insure proper cergy lading amd
scheduling, This scheduling must include delivery of su;plises to
Sickup points and pickup of supplivs when delivered, Jn edditional
problen erase in several incicdunts in which Vistnomuse and U.S.
.ag».-ncies cxipeted for the limited IST bunching areas neer strategic
supply centers. In an ettenpt to res lve the problens which have

erisen ond to stup the conflict butween survicus, an adlitionel

U.S. cdlvigor wag cssigned to the logistic shijs, He will eccunpany

various logistic ships .n trizs to deterining _v:h..sza logistic backu,»l
are oceurring ond how thoy cen be corrcectud, In addition, tho
Fleet Corciand idvisor, JGS :dvisors :nd M.V J=4 representotives
cr6 working toygsther on logisties problass. -
| OF &, TIONS
Cu..ST.L 201705

During J(me thure was & lorge increcse in the nuaber of
eaphibiosus sperations and raids conducted by the Cocstcl Groups
&s suveral of tho Constol Groups denwnstratos en sutstending
cbility to eonduct londings. Coostal Groups clso articijoted in
nucrous blucking actions for lenl s erations, b;th L.5. em
Victnanesu. Blucking aperations were noprally ecnductud in day-
Yight in 2 restricted ama.t a3 the Vist Cong, draft dudpcrs ond
cesurters are foreud to ovale in daylight to the sca, ths hanlices
of thu Junks = nv sensors and low spued - are lorgely negatud,

41 COMFIDERTLIL » KOFOLN
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Recorvering from t.he politiccl uphwevels of key, Vietnoneso
farces in the I Corps Tactiecl Zune cpurcted ot & high level of
cetivity., The Cucstel Groups jcrtiedpctud in en ancrecsed number
of operctions, providing blocking forces for cleven Viutncilse
end U.3. .round oporctions. In the nvst significant »f theso,
Operction HO.L TUYEN 141 cunducted in Hivu khon subssector of Quong
Na Province fron 13 June to 16 Juns, Constel urcup 14 scetrolled .’
the Cuz Dai Rivor in support of four .LVI! battelisns. dnroute to
thu dperation cree, tour CG 14 unite waroe tokon undor fire, vith
two VBN sailors and vne U.S. advisor wounded, Later thu sane day
the Cozstal Group engaged & conpany of Vist Cong, receiving iwolercte
dannge to one junk, The following doy cnother firefight took place
with one VN seilor killed. In all r.ct:ians Vist Cong casualties \_-'

wure unkivswn, On 15 June CG 14 cuncluctud 2 auczch'opurcti'm cshoro, \ '

\

destroying severzl tunnels and foxhiles but meeting no eneny rusise \\._

tance, Durdng tiw operation othur friundly forcus killed thirty
Viot, Cong, nixl enpturad on poaditionnl thirty. Thero wera thirtuocn
SV troops wounded,
£ ruconnaissance tuon from Corstsl Group 16 discuvered o Vist

Cong fincneisl and ceonunie orgenizetion un 20 Juns, cajturing one
munbers  The following day they ecpturwd the cssistant chicf of ¢
Viet Comy essassimation tean et Duc Hai Villuge. In o sipgnificant: :
lond operation the night of 27 Junc, Cocstel Croup 11 contzected a
Vict Cong slot.on cmwd with snall arnas south of tho CG 11 base,
Corstal Group junks provided morter illundnetiosn, HU nortar fire,
anl L£ifty cclibur rachine gun fire whils the patrol engoged the
meniy. o ustineted throe to five Vist Cony were killed, There

/ 42 " CONFIDENTL.L ~ KOFURK
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wure nd friomdly cosunltics,

In tho Sucon Corstal Zone the luvel Hf cctivity elsy increesed
during June, with 2 prouising trund nited in 2 rise in the nwiber
of Junks on gatrol, Cocstal Croup.23 proved itself on outstoending
unit Juring the month. In night action on 4 Jung, Cosstzl Group 23
conductud an asphibiis operation with Regionsl Force Company 726
in the viecinity Jf the CG 23 base south of qui Khon., Fleuing Viet
Cong unpepad the Conotal Group in a firofigt cs the junks fired
on & suspuected fucl storcee area. Scveral seeondary explisions

wore obsurves, Early un 6 Juns, a CG 23 lending party, supported

by ISIL 327 -nl PGii 611, lonled =t & point forty siles ssuth of "\

Qui Bhone 4t 0€30 thuy cncountered & Vist Cong unit of unietore |

riined size, aruwed with autuetic weasons. The Viet Cung were .\

ariven Off andl & large rice storsye building wos scized and burned,

Alio eeptural wea a Iovgo guankdty of nedicine ot doensonta, W

Iour eivilizis held by thoe Vict Cong wure rolecsed, $nd ninuty-

four gorsons vere ruived from Viet Cong contr:l enxd turned over

to sactir hecdquarturss In tho firefi:ht .'hhu cotdiending JSficur

o CG 23 wi.s waunled. ‘ s
Cx.stel Group 23 an its edvisors recuived high praise for

their support o>f Operation DICK HOUSAE I, e¢oniucted by Task Groui')

76.5 (the Seventh Fleet anghibisus i:sedy Group) fram 17 Juno to

27 June.! G 23 junks lended UDT psrsonncl for pre Hehour boach

reeonnaissance; then for the renainioer ;1‘ tho sporetion mainteined

ot lonst throe boats on astntion ot 21l tiavs in cnti-cxfiltration

! CTE 76.5.0.3 rsg 0104562 June 66.
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patrols, In eddition, edvisors amd VAN personnel fron CG 23
scrved a8 interproters an! provided guiiznce on the char-acteriatiés
of the vpuration arce,
Cozstal Group activity in the Th;i.ru". Coastel Zone continued
et & high levol throughout the month.,  Coacnding Ufficer, Third
Constrl Zone ond units fron Cocstal Group 35 pleyed on dmportent
role in the salvoge of th'a infiltration trawvler on 20 Juns. In
other netkion, Lhe evening of 6 June o Constzl Growp 33 patrol
dutected an unlighted sanpon neer the naath of the Cua Ticu lidiver.
The two men on boors trivd to swin awsy, and one, who loter adiddtted e
to buing a2 Vist Cong, was copiurcd. The eaptured simpan, . powered ‘
by a U.3, manufretured U3LID ongine, wes later tosted and found
to be a Mvery fast" boat,
Two raider operctions wers conlucted in the Third Cocstal
Zonz during Junc. On 7 June, two platoons £rom Crastel Group 36,
L5GL 221 and 1S1L 328 Landed on licd Island in the nauth of 't.hu : B,
Bassac kiver efter & one hour bsmbarf.'.rwnt.' Onw s.;.atpan we.s cr.pture;! ‘
an? nunerJsus tunkers and spicder holes clong the sostern shors wer«;
destroyed., The operction was leunched due to constant Vist Cong N
herassiment of potrol units in thet crea., In 2.sseond spurction on
7 June, & reiter cosgeny fron Vich Binh sect:ar of Phu Vinnh Provinee
vas Lantod by Geabel Group 35 on Lha torth beak of the ¢ Chilon
kiver twoelve rdlus frow the mouth, The Junks and the tr.ops wore
taken under tire by an unlmowvn number of Vist Cong with autunctic
weepons. In the cnsuing firefight, one ViR sailor cnd nine rciders
were woundeds Two Vist Cong were killed amd cnuther oleven bolioved

L CONFIDLITL.L » NOFOIN



CONF'IDE, TL.L = HGFORN
killed but earricd awey. Two Viet Cong were coptured slong with
seven rifles cni two grenclos.
Co..stal Group cetivities in the Fourth Navel Zone pickc;d up
notebly Curing the vionth. This increasc wes primnrily due to com-
pletion of construction of depenlonts housing at /o Thol destrayed
by fire in iny, reloasing {or petrol the scilors vhu had buen
engagec in re-constiuctivn, an OPOLDLN is beinz preperva t:
covrdinntu the Jperctions of all VilN units, including shiys, in
the Fourth Cocstel Zonue There was & stutly :h.q.)mvmant in the
coordinatud use Jf forces, both U.S. o.nu Vietnoriess, ~nd the OPOID:R "'\\
sh.ull aalic.ify ent iprove the prosress clrecdy m..m.1 : ) 4t ., y
One LOUKD=UP ovourction wes e.niuctud in the Mui licl = Pirate
Islends « Ha Tiun arce fra: € Juns to G Juns. Units froaa Constal
Groups 42 =nd 43 ant FCGX 614 were involved. 120 Junks aml 353
pauplu wers checked. Civic cetiun mtericls were also 2istributeds
EIVERING AtGEAS HRae
Units atteoched to River Jssoult Groups in the Third iidverino '
arcee were wry cffectively used Juring Juns.
R0 24/26 prrticipated in six sperctions. Woils in tronsit ¥
to Operation /N DAN 134/66 on 24 June, an LC of .G 24 was ait ¥
by on anti-tenk grencds curing a Viet c-ani:: anbush, cpain eiiphoe
sizing the dongers of norrow-river vperctions. Two ALV soldiers
were killed ond thirty-une were injured by the blost. Thure wes
only light dousge to the boat.
IW.G 22 a2t kha Be wes the 'x.wst active end the iost cffet':tiva

of the River Assault Groups, zorticip:ting in nine sperctions

! Fourth Cocatal Zeno Advisors Liopurt, June 1966,
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during the .onth. Eorly in Juns they rede o significont contri-
bution to Opuration LuXINGTON III in the Itung Sat Specicl Z:mc:.1
The rewcinler of the cétions survud tv keep the Viet Cong off
bzlance in the hung Sct Spgci.':.l Zone, both in senrch end dostroy
and reaction vpsretions,

Utilizotion of River /sscult Group units in the Fourth Didverine
Zone for anphibious operations slacked off c.nsiderably during June.
Sporuxiretely thirty=five porcent >f the bocts renecined illo al-
though in operatiomal condition. However, constent night mtrsls
were eoncucted throughout the onth by G units. During o such
petrol on 26 June, onv FOM fron .G 23 wes sunk in 2 Viet Cong
eibash;

Tha c.nﬂu.inuin;, Jaduetivity of aoall seedo Idvor Jagonldt
CGroup dperations = anl tno potuntial for even 'gruatcr SUCCuUSS =
s illustrated by an after action report from the adlvisor of G
23 ot Vinh Long. On 15 June KLG 23 with ton Loats wibarked €0
Pupuler Force traops ond pricevded to Leo Gial Islend dn the mdddle
reach of the Co Chiun River. The opurction wes lounchud in responsc
to a ruport: nf a coneentration of 100 Viet Camg :n the islanmd,
althoush the acin bLuly of Viet Cong ucnege! to eseape serass the
river to hicn Hoo provinee, sixtzen susjucts wure Jetoinsd, suverel
of whon wers positively ilontificd s Vist Cong. Thu alvisor
reportul that the pusple of the islan! wore quick to point sut

Viet Cong synprthizors, stating that thoy were tired >f the ever-

! Sue MLVFORV Hist rical Sumary, ey 1966, pe 2he
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increcsing Vist C-.mé' toxes, The villepurs alsy rnotud thet the
" Viet Cong made frequent river crossing:s, often as close 2s 200 to
300 yards asturn of RAG and Flout Coumian? petrol units, The
eivigor sttrilutod this to nodsu and tho pencrelly dnoviteebivu
manncr in vhich sorw of these prtrols rey be c.un!uqtud., Thu roport
wes eoncluled by the stateanmt that if the iWGs wore a.saigricd
Ianding forces of ’cha:iTr an; neny @ore of these sicll but srocuctive
wvpureLiony eould o conductod, )

Ocersionally ineidents tohe ploce vhich accuntuzte sume o
the Mdfficultics fceod by &ilvisors in L".éf.‘.]iﬂﬁ:_‘ vith the Victnanicses, '\\
In 2n incident ot Nho Bo, on officizl VNN report stoted thot 2 ‘
River Potrol Craft (KPC) lost pawer, drifted into thoe side of a
barge and sank clungside ¢ wooring oudsy. Howewuer, the RIG 22
advisor, .n the secnu et the tiiv of the recovary of the ercwacn
frya the buvy, roported the incilent somewhat differently. When
cr;king the cruwiaen why they were on the bugy, they rcplic-:cl' they
were stenling by their buat - which wos at the bottum of the river.
They then stated that they hed been in asharp turn ot full spoeed
(14 knots) vhen the inboord wnpine f:i‘lon‘., cousing thy bant to
flip on! subsuquuntly sink. The boet was recovered thrue deys
later with rinor dencges.

In othor VEN activity during Merch, ninesweeping sperations
progressed at o sctisfactory level. The IDRM (UDT) eonducted f.:our‘.
beach surveys, e derwlition operction on Hon Cou dn the Con Son .
Islnis, and perticipated in the salvago of the Viot C-ané t..rawlux‘.
During the wonth one VNN boot wis lost due to Viet Cong oction
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- and 27 Viet Cong boats were r:.ported as captured or sunk by ViN,
In addition, 90 Vict Cong were recpurted kiilcd, 63 Vict Cong and
7 Viet Cong suspects were captured, and 2 Chieu Hoi ralliers
turned themselves in to VKK, Fleet Commend ships conducted 29
mval gunfire support missions, normally fired as harassment or
at reported Viet Cong troop concentrations.
VILTNAMESE MARINE COnPS

In June the Vietnamese iizrine Corps was he:vily engeged with
Viet Cong forces on a number of occasions. Tesk Iforce Bravo,,.
activeted on 11 June ard consisting of thu First ond Second VKNG
Battalions, was airlifted to Hue as a civil disorder force on 17
June., On 20 Juns, the Task Force mission wes chenged and the
force participcted in Opera‘mtion LA SON 283 in Quang Tri Province,
a thres dey search and destroy operction wmer the control of the
AEVN First Infantry Division. Tha Marine Battalions were in con-
tect vith the Viet Cong throughout the operation. As & result of
harine action, 173 Viot Cong were killed and 23 confirmed Viet
Cong and 38 Viet Cong suspects were capturéd. Also suizud were
27 irdividual weepons and fivs crew served weapons. Wth'c_ losses
were 32 killed ond 45 wounded.

On 29 June the Seeond Battalion was zmbushed by ths 802nd
YC Battalion (reinforced) while on a motorized conw}oy on iioutuv Onu
about 25 kilometers northecst of Huae . The Battalion ves cnrouto
to perticipate in an operction vith units of the :iRVN First
Division north of Queng Tri city. In thu ambush 42 Vi.tnemese
Marines were killed, $6 were wounded and 35 weapons were lost.,

L8 CORFIDERTIAL = J'OFCRN
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Fifty Viet Cong were killed., In & follow=up counterattack by ALVH
ard U.S. ifarine Corps units, 161 Viet Cong were killed, The
Battalion thun returned to Hue for thu rumainder of tho sonth,

The Fifth Battalion bugen the month at Quang lgei city under
operational control of the Seeond AiVIi Division. On 6 and 7 June,
the Brttalion participated in Operation QUYZT ’I‘H.'J.l\; 2, a a.carct;
and destroy opcration resulting in only lighat contact with the
encay.  Durdng the operation, two Viutnomeso knrinos wors lkdlled
amd four wero woundut, Two Viet Cong were wounded and thres wero’
ceptured along vith wight Viet Cong suspuzcts. On 12 June the
Br.ttalion participited in Operstion Lil{ SOK 234, & two dey swenrch
and dustroy operation under control of the Fourth ARVH Lugimont.
The bottalion wes helilifted into en arca cpproxim:tely twenty
kiloneturs west of iio Due, Quchg Ngei Province, end then conducted
¢ sveep into blocking forcus just wust of Hihwey Ons, Thu '
battalion was heavily engaged by o reinforeced Viut Cong bettelion
throughout 12 June end into the moridng of 13 Junu, when the Vict
Cong vithdrow. In the battle 3¢ Victnemese were killed, 70
wounded end one wos inissing. Two U.S. Marine cdvisors wers killed,
and one wes lissing. Vict Cong losses viere 25 killed by body
count.,

The Tnird licrine Bottelion remecined in Scigon irom 1 June to
22 June &3 2 sccurity/riot control force. It wus then airlifted :
to Delleng forr the renainder of the month os a civil disorder
control force. The Fourth Maurine Battolion wos cssigned to thu
Capital Mildtury District cs & static security fores throughout
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tho wonth, ~nd wos deploycd in stotic defcensive positions in the
vicinity of DBa Hom. It porticipated in numerous stall unit cctions
throughout the¢ month, only one of which wecs significent, On 22
June, while on & swvarch and destroy opueration under the control
of Gin Dinh Suctor rpproximetely 10 Lilomét_ers north of Saigon, -
the Dnttalion (minus two compznics) .wr-.a heavily engeged for a
puriod of swven hours. Vith the onset of darkncss the Viut Cong
broke conteet; their losses 2re unknown.. Vi.tnamese Morine :
losses were 10 killed and 32 wounded. One radio and nine
weapons were lost.

During tlie wonth the Vistnomese I-Lzr:i;ne Coips cxpericnced a
heavy nunber of cosunltics. This did not cdverscly affect its
morale or fighting caprbilities. On the contrary, it reveslod
the tenncity and devotion to duty of thu individurl Merine which
wan oxbramcly hocrtoning.  loevy canualtics among the .ol‘ficoro .
necesaitnted cusumption of suthority by junior of ficers and non-
conmissioncd officers on severcl occasions. In sach case thu
Jurior officurs and NCOs were found to be fully captble of muecting
ths challenge. Korals wes high, and lecdership was considured to

be excellent. !

! Sonior Marine idvisor honthly Historicol Sumnmary, June 1566,

at 4 % 4
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APVENDIX I

MARKET TIME STATISTICAL SUMMARY, JUNE 1966

1. Average number of U.S. ships/craft on patrol during the month:

DFR MSO MSC WPB
TOTAL 150 165 75 501

DAILY AVG 5 3 3 17

PCF

751
25

2. Average number of VNN ships/junks on patrol during the month:

SEA FORCE RIVER FCGRCE

COASTAL FORCE

TOTAL 510
DAILY AVG 17
3. U.S. Activity:
TCTAL DETECTED
TOTAL INSPECTED

TOTAL BOA’\ RDED

be VNN Activity:

3EARCHED: 23,005

DETAINED

5. Remarks:

3044 , 4642
101 155

WOOD - DAY 45,803 KIGHT 59,105
STEEL - DAY ___ 812 NIGHT __ 659
WOOD < DAY 12,439 NIGHT 14,211
STEEL - DAY __ 320 NIGHT __ 313
WOOD - DAY 15,085 NIGHT _8,888
STEEL - DAY ___ 43 NIGHT __- '3

Junks detained by U.S: 145

Persons detained by U.S:. 1,481
Persons detained by VNN: 797
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4 . APPENDIX II

GAME WARDEN STATISTICAL SUMMARY, JUNE 1966

Junks Detecteds = 9,418 -
Junks Boarded: 3,127
Junks Inspected: b, 658

Junis Dctaincd: 14
Porsons Dotaineds 153

J {
VC KIA: 21
V€ WIA: 2
VC POSS KIA: 15
US KIA: O
US WIA: 2 ’
PBR PATROL DAYS FOR MONTHs 1,586
PBR PATROL DAYS UTILIZED: 1,150
USAGE: 72+%
i
:
- \ 3
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APPENDIX III

i 3

MATERIAL SALVAGED FROM POINT LEAGUE TRAWLER

Approximately 80-100 tons of ammo, weapons and other items of

intelligence interests were romoved by USN/UNN units, includings

¢

Heapons
7 g2nm lortars
316 7.62mn Automatic Rifles
100 7.62mwn Side Arms
605 7.62mm Semi-futomatic Rifles
21 7.62mn Light Machins Gun (Type 56)
60 BAR Type 7.62mm Weapans
20 75rm kiecoilless Rifles
25 LOnm Rocket Launchers
Armunition
1,851 82nm Mortar Rounds
222,860 7.62um hounds
1,500 4O Rockets :
760 75nm Recoilless Rifle Rounds
122,000 12.7am API Rounds
2,000 40 HEAT Rounds
100 Fragmentation Grenades, Pull Friction
Miscellaneous '
9 82mm Mortar Bi-Pod Assembly
? .82 Mortar Bage Plates
13 8mm Mortar Battery Powered Range Sight with
Carrying Caces
18 g2mm Mortar Sighting Stakes (Scts)
91 Light Machine Gun Drum Type Magazines with Links
10 7.62m Anti-Adrveraft Machino Gun Carriages
18 Tomn Recoilluns Rifle Rape Rings
1 75mn Recoilless Rifle Tool Kits
12 12.7om Heavy Machine Gun Barrels
12 12,7 Heavy Machine Gun licceiver Groups
18 pair 12,7rm Heavy Machine Gun Carriage Wheels with Axles
2 12,7t Heavy lMachine Gun Tri-Pods
58 12.7em Asmunition Cans with Links
3 12.7mm Heavy Machine Gun Anti-Aircraft Sights
33 200 Gram TNT Blocks :
20 Unidentified Small Caliber fumunition Cans wd.th Links \
3 Battery Powered 57ma hecoilless Rifle Sight Sets

4 3t 96 % %,
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APPENDIX

Extracted from MACJ21, USMACV log # 06-003-66 of 2 June 1966

This is a translation of ARVN analysis based on the report of rallier
NGUYEN . VAN XUAN,

SPECIAL ANNEX LA/1A/s

Subject: NVN gunrunner supplying the VC Force in SVN at Nam Can
(An Xuyen), from 1963 to November 1965.

(According to the statements of Rallicr NGUYEN VAN XUAN, cover
name TU DUNG, Political Officcr of the 868th Company, NC.1231,T.3)

I. INFORMATION ON NVN GUNRUNNERS SUPPLYING WEAPONS TO SVN VC FORCE:

11, General:

Arvourd February 1963 the 330th unit was reinforced and transformed
into TN.3175 Battalion (or the present NC.1231 Bzttalion). About one month
after this reorganization, a NVN gunrunner arrived at Nam Can District,
where NC.1231 Battalion was activated, to supply the NFISVN troops. :

Up to November 1965, there were 42 trips conducted as follows:

« 20 trips in 1963
-~ 15 trips in 194,
- 7 trips in 1965

NOTE: Especially in 1965, the supply of wcapons to SVN, VC Force was
interrupted from April to October by the intensive activities of the U.S.
7th Flcet, Therefore only six or seven trips were conducted in 1965.

The rallicr stated that abtout scven or vight different ships accome
plished the above 42 trips. However those ships only have two sizes;
large amd small (se¢e description at sub-paragraph 21). Source knew some
skippers, assistant skippers or political officers such ass TRAM, CGHAU,
BAY CUA ard AN (1) and some others whose names are forgotten,

P
12. Quantity of weaoons supplied:

Since the rallicr was not allowed to directly reeeive thé
wearons, his information is limited.

(1) A correlation with the statemsnts of Captive Duong Minh Tam, Aspirant,
icdical Officer, captured on 1 June 1565 at Thanh Phong (Kien Hoa)
reveals no duplication with these names,
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Quantity of weapons supplied:

In 1963 tho supplied weapons included the following typess

- RPD AR's it
-~ BRNO AR's ; -,
- AK ard K.50 SMG's ' 3
-~ K.44, CKC and Gernan rifles

- Grenades and armunition for the above weapons

In 196 and 1965:

Wozpons supplied in 198, and 1965:

- 82z and 60z mortars

- 75m1 and 57rm recoilless rifles

«~ 12.7tm heavy machine guns

= GORYUNOV machins guns

- B.40 and B.50 rocket launchoers

- Aimaunition for above weapons

- Guns with a 2 meter-long barrel and & bore diameter over
10 centimeters (possible 120cm)

- Other weapons wrapped in wa.torproot material, unknown to.
source :

(Sourcc heard (rom the sailors aboerd the ship about the word "Hoang
Ta Lung Gu" (Zunchiack Prince) but he never saw this weapon, therefore he
cannot reccuaizo ii on documents made availabls to him., Although source
kncws that the "Hunchback Prince® is a 75t pack howitzer, hs -also states.
the the 75ma pock howitzer end 75mm recoilless rifle are the same weapon,
As a result, the information on the supply of 75mn pack hovwitzers should .
bs reservedly recorded.)

13. Datz of the ship's arrival:

The expected dzte of arrival of the ship was not fixed because
it depended on th< weather ard on the sescurity of the itinerary. However,
based on the dates of previous arrival, source noticed that thore were
two arrivals per month:

- The firvet er:ival on the 16th, 17th or 18th,

- e sercnd &voival on the 28th or 2%th,

NOIE: The ships orly arrived at about midnight, after 2300 hours and
on the high tide :iays b=rause if the tide is low the ships cannot enter

the small creeks. p..rt.:.cuhr the ships only stayed anchored for 2

nights vhile unloading,
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iL. Place of the ship's arrival:

In three successive years (1963 through 1965) North Vietnamese
gunrunners only sailod Lo and anchored in 2 aroas of KHam Can District
(An. Xuycen) s

- Pach Vang creek (kmown to the VC as Kion Vang creek), vie,
Q133574 :

- Rach Nang creek (known to the VC as Vam Lung), viec. WQ147560

NOTE: VC Captive DUONG MINH TAM, Aspirant, medical of ficer of unit
A.101, c » captured on 1 June 1965 in Thanh Phong (Kien Hoa) statud that the
main place of arrival of North Vietnamese gunrunners in South Vietnam is
the Khau Bang river, Thanh Phu District (Kien Hoa), There wan an excepe
tion in Noveubor 190, when an oporation was comducted by the KVNAF in
Thanh Phu arca and this ship (with source cboard) had to land in Nam Can
area (An Xuyen),

15. Tenporary shelters of the ships when discovered RVNAF aircraft:

Upon appointment as Political Officer of the 868th Company/
NC.1231, source was authorized to go aboard the gunrunner and take a look,
On one oceasion, source learned from a sailor that in 1963 and 1964, the
gunrunriers were detected by RVN aircraft and patrol boats and could not
land at pre-detcrmined locations, therefore they hed to taoke shelt.or in
2 following areass

- The 15t tire, in late 1963, in Rech Goec area vic. vq99asto,
Nam Can District (An Xuyen).

- The 2nd time, in Fobruary 1964, in Bo Hu creek, vic. WQ 250670,
Dam Doi District (An Xuyen)

Less than 3 nights later, the ship departed agaih and enchored at
the fixed location. Vhile in shelter the ship was carefully camoufalged
with tree branches, ; :

Source did not find out whether or not the weapons were unloaded .
" from the shkip when the latter took shelter. However, source does not
believe that they were because tho ship only took shelter during 3 nights.

Source does not know whether the shelter locetions were deter-
mined in advance. But he does not think they were because upon being
dotected by the RVNAF the ships would head for the nearcst estuary in the
arca. Estuaries of the Rach Goc, Vam Lung, Vam Vang and Bo De were all
guarded by the troops of the NC.1231 Battalion.

(Other details unknown)
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16. Details on the shipfs receptions

161, Prior to the reception:

It was not known which agency the battalion contacted to
find out the expected date and time of the ship's arrival., Source only
knows that one or two deys before the ship's arrival, the 868th Company/
NC.1231 (source's) was ordered to deploy in pre-detemmined areas such ass

- Vam Vang, vic. WQ165578, Nam Can District
~ Vam Nang, (knowvn to the VC as Vam Lung) viec. WQ163573,
Nem Can District.

In addition to its sccurity mission on the shore each -
platocn had to post watchuent on tree tops on both estuaried to detect
any RVN patrol boat and at the same time to identify the friendly ship.

162, Arrival of the ship:

1621. Hecognition sifnals:

The weapons were always discharged at night, there=
fore the recognition signals between the ship and NC.1231 unit were made .
with flashlights. These signals were frequently changed, The Battalion
decided on the coler cf the light (red, green or white) and whether the
blinks added up from the challenge and the answer would make 5 or 7, etc.

Por exsaplos” 0 Lhe Lobal §a b, Lhe challenge st lie 3 and the
answer 2 bolween the shore and the ship,

It is recorded that the above signals were received at the same time
with the mission order. :

1622, Reception procedures:

Onco receiving the signals, the ship landed, It was
met by Lwo emall boats plying butwuon Rach Goe end Do Do estunrios, and
led to the landing site,

NOT&4: The two above mentioned boats werc issued to the Conparw at
the end of 1963 by the Battalion. According to TU DUC, the Battalion-
Political Officer, these boats were captured from the RVNAF during a
battle in Ca Mzu. Since then they had pot undergene any change and only
used by the 2d Platoon, 868th Company, NC.1231 to ncet NVN gunrunners,
At the arrival of a ship, they would go to the estuary where one of then
would g£o to Rach Goc estuary, ¥QO10495, Nanm Can District, and the other
to Bo De cstuary, 1Q.270645 to meet the gunrunner.

When unused, these boats were concealed at a small creck, 50 meters
from Nang estuary, ¥Q.143550, Nam Can District (An Xuyen)., They were
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KIN ¢
camouflaged and pushed under trees to avoid being discovered by RVN
aireraft,

The fuel for these boats was supplied by the gunrunners.

1623, Defense ard puard system during the anchorapges

One or two days prior to the ship's arrival, the
868th Company, NC,1231 set up sentry posts at Rach, Vang and Rach Nang,
At the same time the units subordimteo to NC,1231 Battalion deployed
guards at the following estuarios: '

~ linch Coc, WI010499
- Bo De, WQ270640

After the ship arri‘ved, the units continued to
provide guards and protection until its deperture,

The 3d Platoon of the 8(68th Company had an obser

vation post on top of a tall tree near the ship to warn of the approach g

of any aircraft, for during the unloading of weapons, the ship was alight
with acctylene lamps. The 3d Platoon also helped the sailors to camouflege
the ship with tree leaves amd unloaded the weapons.

1624, Method of unloading s

It wes known that the unloading of weapors from the
boat to the shore was done entirely by human labor furnished by the 3d
Platoon. No civilian laborer was used. Two wooden planks, ém x 0.25m x
0.06m, linking the ship with the shore were uscd as walkway.

It was known that during the unloading of the wecapons
by men of the 3d Platoon, there were 4 or 5 sailors and a political officer
or an assistant skipper steyed on the ship to take care of the ship, give
instructions and deliver the cargoes. The rest went ashore and rested in
a small hut near the place where the ship was moored.

It was known that two woman cadre from the 3d Platoon

provided cooking servicc for the sailors while they rested in the emall hut.

1625, Mothad of accopling weaponss

It was known that the executive officer of the 868th/
NC. 1231 Company acknowledged receipt of the weapons unloaded from the ship
together with the political officer ard the skipper., He was also respon-
sible to the battalion on the roceipt and delivery of thuso weapons to
other units.

5 KIN.
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163. Departure of the ship:

T

After the unloading of weapons es completed, the ship ;
would depart immediately. On the outgoing trip, the ship needed not be by b {
guided by a small ship. Guerds and patrols continued their mi.ssions ! :
until the ship completely disappeared.

17. Weapon Depot:

Although the NC.1231 Battalion was the unit who received weapons,
thero were no depots at its location. After the weapons were acccpted and
unloaded to ths shore, they were stored in arm ceches located about 400 to
500 meters from the place vhere the ship was moored. Afterwards, on
instructions from the battalion commander, the company executive officer
would order the 3d platoon to transfer the wecapons to predesignated areas
where they would be picked up by other units (?) within 10 days,

NOTE: The delivery and receipt of weapons were done at night only,
Of the units which came and received weapons from the aumo ceche, the }
following unit names were hoard: 306th, 309th, 96th.and D123, The exact
size of these units was not known.

Durirg: his servica in tho 868th Company, source wes told only of i
Hoany B and not Lhe dusignations D123, later, vhen dotained in the
discipline camp, source ot A, a nwnber of D123 and learnud that tho
comummder of D123 Unit was Honng I,

location of D123 Unit: According to A, D123 took shelter at Nhung
Mien Hountain (called Nhan Mien by the VC), VQ%00490 (?) end Bien Nha'n
Mountzin, VQ925500 (?) in Nem Can District, An Xuyen Province.

(Other details unknown). : ¢

AT by

II. Typcs of North Vietnamese pumrunrerss

During three successive years source noticed thot North Vietnznm used
7 or 8 different ships to carry weapons to SVN. They all belong to two

types only.

21, Description of punrunners used in ‘lﬁé_lt' and 1965:

In 1964 and 1965, North Vietnam used ships bigger than those used
in 1963 to transport weapons into South Vietnam.

The ship was about 30 meters in length end 4 meters in width
and has a tomnage of about 60 tons and its hull is painied grey. It

bears no number or designation.
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The stem of the ship is frequently camouflaged with a square
flag, half black, half white (called fishing boat's flag by Source) and
a fishing net hung from the roof of the cabin to the flag pole., This
fishing nct is only removed when the ship has entered the estuary. The
ship consists of o cabin covering two thirds of the length the ship and
used as bedroom. The remaining one third is used to store weapons.
During niovement, the hold of the ship is shut. In the middls of the
roof, there is a high cross (?) on which the lLight is tumed on during
night movenent.

According to source, the VC blink this lamp when receiving light
signals from the (VC) guards on the shore. The suoke stack is placed at
one side of the ship and turned downward reaching close to the water
level, to prevent smoke detection.

-~ Vicapons on the ship:

Source does not know the riissions of the crew. He gaw that the
ship has two 12.7m MG's emplaced at both ends. There are three loopholes
on oach alde of the ohdp,

- :l‘lm crevs

The crew on cach ship consists of 20 to 25 ren including the
skipper, assistent skippoer, and political officer,

22. Description of junrunners used in 1965:

In 1963, source was a platoon cadre, he was not pormitted to go
aboard. He does not have & detailed knowledge of the ship £s he only
saw it pass by.

The ship used in 1963 is similar to thet used in 1964 and 1965
but smaller., It is wiry easily identificd by the length of its roof
vhich covers only half of the length of the ship instead of two thirds as
on the ships used on 196, ard 1965 (see sub-paragraph 21),

NOTE: Sketchon provided by souveo bear strong resemblance

to infiltration trawlers of 31 Dec 65, 10 May 66, amd
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APPENDIX

STRUCTURE OF U.S. NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DANANG AND HISTORY THROUGH 31
DECEMBER 1965

Sunmavy veport of activities covering the poriod through 31 Dacember 1965,

The youngest and one of the largest of the U.S. Navy's overseas cormands
is headquartered in DaNang, second largest city in the Republic of Vietnam,
Its official title is Comnander U,S. Naval Support Activity, DaNang. The .
mission of this command is the support of the more than 50,000 United States .
troops vho operate in the I Corps Tactical Zone. It also supports various
United States government agencies in Vietnam end military units from "third - i
country" allied nations assisting Vietmam in its fight against the Viet Cong. Ay

Drawn from various units operatd ng under Commander Amphibious Ingint:lc
Support, Group (C1G 7644), Lhe commnd wag commlanioned on 15 October 1965, -
Tho former Commander, 'lask Group 7644, CAPI K. P. HUFF, USNR, assumed
command of the U.S. Naval Support Activity.

V¥hen conmissioned, U.S. Naval Support Activity, DaNang numbered 1,412
officers and enlisted men., As operations expanded to Quang Tri, Hue/Phu Bai, ]
Chu Lai and Quang Ngai, NAVSUPPACT, DANANG expanded. By 31 December 1965,
there were 2,596 officers armd men assigned.

SUPPLY
The Supply and Fiscal Department is responsible for.

.

1. Providing for the loading ard unloading of vessels and craft at DaNang. '
Chu lai, and Hue/Phu Bai, and at such other ports as ostablished in the I e
Corps Tactical Zone. ey

2, Providing for the movement, of incoming and outgoing cargo batween ine
transit, and torminal storage areas and ships, craft, or air terminal, ¢

3. Providing in-tromsit and wmiml storage capability amd port clenranco By
of cargo. - 3

ke Establiahing and operating a base supply dep~t at DuNang and at 'auch
other locations as directed by CINCPACFLT.

5. Arranging as rcquired, intra-coastal resupply shipping from DaNang to
ports in the area of responsibility.

-

6. Providing organic supply, services and messing support.

7. Providing for the consolidation of all POL requirements; receiv:l.n;, ®
storing and issuing POL, ! ) £ |
Prior to cnxm\l'z'lionim‘ on 15 October 1905, Supply and Fiacal Dopartment
work was carrviod out bo Cargo lnmdling Dattalion OMS, Cargo Hamdling
Battalion TWO, Nucleua Port (.l oW WO and roeprvnantatives from NAVEHIBASE,
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Corvnado ard HSA, Saigon. Organic NAVSUPPACT DANANG personnel were inte-
grated as thcy became aveilable, Ioading ard unloading was accomplished
under direction of Comarding Oificer CHiB-1 amd Commarding Officer CHB-2,
Monthly throughput averages rose from 35,000 measurement tons in July to
90,000 measurement tons in Decunber. Growth of NAVSUPPACT DANANG cargo
handling capability was evident, and obstacles such as the following were
successfully surmounted: (1) Monsoon weather corditions, primarily heavy:
swells, wind and rain, were a sericus hindrance to of f-loading from October
throuph Hovember, ocenstonally enusing cargo operations to ceano coupletuly
and (2) Certain cargos werc poorly packed, important examples being beer
and soda, drummed asphalt, and culvert sections, This situation was gradually
improved by outloading activities in the United States,

Shortly after NAVSUPPACT DANAKG's commissioning, CHB-1 was relieved amd
the NAVSUPPACT DANANG Supply Department Fricght Terminal Division (FTD)
formally took conirol of off-loading operationa. The documentation section
of FID, wurking with the Operational Control Officcr, @ vonged amd coordinated
intra-coastul cargo wovement. FID personnel also performed port clcar:mce
at DalMang VWest piersides.

Irherited from H3A, Seigon, were 33,000 square feet of covered storage.
By 31 Decenber, total coversd storage available to NAVSUPPACT DARANG
increased to about 160,000 square feet. After problems with shipping delays
ard 2cquisition of local real estate, construction of an additioral 576,000
square fect commenced. Covered storsge wus used primarily for provisions,
for vhich NAVSUFPACT DAMANG assumed respons:Lb:Ll:.ty on 22 August 1965.

Also available to NAVSUPPACT DANAKG were three YFRN's, totalmg approxi=
mately 96,000 gross cubic feet, to te used for reefer storege pending reefer
plant construction. hdditional floating reefer storage was provided in the
I Corps by the arrival of SS YAQUE un 7 November.

A Control Division was set up to provide requirements coordination from -
stateside sources pending assumption of NAVSUPPACT DANANG depot functions.
Requisitions were submitted focs NAVSUPPACT DANANG's I Corps support stock of
Class II and IV material and delivery was requested to coincide with storage
construction completion.

The Supply Department activated its first gelley amd messhall, at Camp
Tien Sha, on Thanksgiving Day, 25 November. The galley was an N7B Advenced
Base Function2l Component installed in one of existing structures. Disbur-
sing services and money exchange fecilities were provided at thé headquarters
building in DaNang. :

Responsibilities for scheduling I Corps Bulk POL deliveries and pipe-
line transfers, coordinating commercial source deliveries, coordinating
transfers to and from MSTS floating storage tankers, ard inspection of all
incoming military fuel cargos were assumed on 1 November., No bulk fuel
tankage came under the purview of NAVSUPPACT DANANG prior to 31 December.

2 . CONFIDENTIAL
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A major problem occurred when the four-inch undersea fuel line at Chu

lai marted resulting in curtailing of operations in early December, An
advanced acsault bulk fuel system (buoyant) provided imnediate relief pending

air shipment of sufficient pipe to reinstall the four-inch line,

PUBLIC V:ORKS

The first acting Public Vorks Officer immediately set to work on the
most pressing Public Works problem besetting the proposed new cormard -

Real Estate,

The only space ashorc available to Lhe command was part of the office.
space in the building known as the "White Elephant" in the main section of
the city of DaNang. During the month, he made arrangements to assume several
leased properties from the Naval Advisory Detachment including Officer Billets
and a szmll transportation compound. He signed the first leases for officer
billets and the first repair contrects for the Transportation Compourd and

Camp Tien Shz, an old ARVN camp at the base of Monkey Mountain.

then taken over by NAVSUPPACT DANANG, Camp Tien Sha had neither elece
tricity, running water nor sewage system. It included 19 masonry-walled,
shect-metal roofed barracks buildings, eight similarly constructed Frenche
style head buildings, &rd six French metal pre-fab buildings. All buildings
were in a poor state of repair. The first repair contract provided for :
repairing, painting and screening and for the installation of lights amd
fans in two barracks. Additionally, lights and plumbing were installed and

general repairs made to one head building,

The first requests were made of the CG III M\F/NCC Recal Estate Officer
for several tracts of land in Dalang East including the present site of the
NAVSUPPACT DANANG Main Supply Depot bohind the AKVN Ammunition Depot.

The first of many Advanced Base Functional Components, (ABFC) were
ordered through COMSERVPAC to CNO to be released, assembled and shipped,
By use of the ABFC system and prepositiored war reserve stocks, much valuable
time in ordering and receiving of materials by CONUS supply depots was saved..

On 10 Septcmber, sttention was immediately focused upon the requirements

of military construetion support nceded by the new command. . At NAVSUPPACT
DANANG, Tor the Plent Lima nince Yordd War 1T, there vwas a requirenint for

the U.b, Navy Lo wove sshore from shifis anl establiali a wajor loglalde aups
port base at a remote location, without any prior development or planning

for such a base,
An initial emergency construction program of 54 million dollars was

initiated to provide those facilities most urgently needed to provide shore='
side support of the major new command. These facilities included open, .

covered, and refrigerated storage, cantonments, POL storage and transfer , . (%) |

facilities, port development, roads and utilities.

3 CONFIDENT IAL
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On 15 October 1965, when the command was activated, cei'tain of the
trucking functions of the Provisional Naval Component (‘onmmnd wore gradually
turned over to NAVSUPPACT DANANG.

Vith the arrival in early MNovember of the first ABFC 1,000 man galley,
the Public Works Decpartment converted one of the existing barracks et Camp
Tien Sha into an interim galley/messhall complete with tables, serving lines,
stoves, steam kettles, walk-in reefers, icd cream machine, generators and
boiler, This interim facility was opened just in time for Thanksgiving Day
ard scrved well until the completion of the secomd 1,000 man galley/messhall.

Water for Camp Tien Sha was initially provided from a wooden caisson

sunk at the foot of Monkey Mountain, At the time of the.opening of the
interim galley, the Public Works Department's efforts to renovate an old
Fronch water system and its distridbution line to Camp Tien Sha were successful,
Clezning the tanks, providing new fill lines ard repairing the loaks tempora=
rily activated a system reportedly not used in over two years. By use of a
wooden tower with 2 3,000 gallon canves tank ard a regulator for filtration:
arnd chlorination, part of the water supply was made potable. '

During the latter part of November the D-31A (Butler building warehouse)
functional component, providing 48 buildings, arrived. Construction was
started by tho SEABEES after long snd involved negotiations with the Mayor
of DaNang and the loecal villape chiafa, As a result of these nogotintions
aoma h,000 praveg wepa relocaled Lo a new graveyard whidch hnd been prepared
with the help of NAVSUFPACT DANANG. .

At the close of December 1965 NAVSUPPACT DANANG had the capability to
mess and berth 1,000 men in Camp Tien Sha. In DaNeng, billets for approxi-
mately 200 officers and enlisted men were lecased and furnished., Facilities
such as the "White Elephant" offices, motor pool, commercial pior, T-pier,
Museum ramp and the P.w. Maintenance Compound were also leased. . However,
the only real estate available for construction was Camp Tien Sha, the ware-
house site behind the ARVN Ammunition Depot, and the hospital site in DaNang
East. Conatruction procecded on all three sites.

STATION HOSPITAL

Construction of the 400-bed Advence Base Station Hospital was begun by
Mobile Construction Rattalion NINE in July 1965. At various times during
the period of July through Decenber construction was halted or delayed by a
variety of events. The most notable of these was the Viet Cong attack on \
the hospital on 28 October. Several buildings and some equipment were

demolished. The buildings were replaced within 10 days trom materials v
:hlroady on the site. Replacements for most of the equipment were also on iy ey
e site. ' i e, " 1R

By mid-December it bccame apparent that one wing of the first 120=-bed
ward could be opencd, with ancillary services in early January.
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COMMUNICATIONS

The mission of the Communications Department is to act os the "Voice
of Conmand" for Conmander, U.S. Naval Support Activity, DaNang. 'This mission :
has in no way changed from the inception of the command to the present time. : \
Reliable, secure and rapid communications remains the basic function of the :
department., locally the department provides communications between COMNAV=
SUPPACT DANAMG, and MSTS ships, service craft, lighterage craft, patrol craft
and other vessels operating in and around the port of DaNang. Additionally,
the Communications Center maintains long~-haul circuits which link NAVSUPPACT
DANANG to other commands throughout the world.

Initially, messapes for this cormand were tranaport.cd by messongor to
ard from the station ship, a sccure and reliable method somewhat lacking in
speed.

By the erd of the year the requirement for a long-haul circuit had been
net even though communications remained dependent upon the station ship as a
relay point. The few local nets activated were overbuidened with traffic..
The lack of equipment was the limiting factor in establishing additional
circuits to satis{y the many varied requirements.

The number of messages handled increased from 8,921 in Octokber to 15,658
<4n Decemter. To handle this increased volume, the department grew from a
handful of personnel in October to six of ficers and 48 enlisted men by t.ho
end of the year. X

that basically started as a desk and filing cabinet grew, in two months,
into a Cormunications Center capable of serving an ever-expanding command, ' -

FIEST LIKUTENANT | : oy ‘

As orginally conceived, the First Lieutenant Departmnt vas to provide
billeting, Buse Camp, fire-fighting, shore patrol and security services for
NAVSUPPACT DANANG, .,

Thus, the first task of the department vas to reorganize to meet the »
new requirements. _ )

On 15 Oclobor, whon U.3, Naval :)upporb I.cl.ivlt.y,' DaNang was of ficinlly
activatued, the Physical Securlty Division assumed its responsibilities,

. Shortly after, the department received its first large psrsonnel input. |
Among these people were the nucleus for the Fire Department, Physical !
Security Division and the Billeting Division. ; g 0]

As 31 December approached the department contirued to grow, , It bscame
apparent, howover, that Physical Security would be the largest of its respon=
sibilities. In order to cope with its increasing security commitments, the
Physical Security Division would continue to build its Civilian Guard Force,

Their mission would be to provide security to Naval Support Isctivzlty billets
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OPERAT IONS
The Operations Department is divided into the following divisions:

1, The Harbor Security Division is charged with handling all aspects of
harbor defonse, from the Harbor Entrance Control Post thru the Patrol Boat
branch and Port: Socurity Branche  Tonms of EOD and UDT personnel are attached
on temporary additional duty to handle demolition amd chart problems as they
occur. During the period of the report, skimncr boats roplaced chartered
sampans for patrolling the river, Board aml secarch operations are a primary
function of Harbor Sccurity., During December, 759 were apprehended.

2. Port Services was established as part of Operations Department in
September 1965 to maintain charts, maps and operate a navigation library,
The division also computes tide tables for the DaNang River, acts as linison
for harbor activities, and makes recommendations for improvements in port
installations, Additional duties include aids to mavigation, coordination
and anchorage assignment, An aerology section issues daily weather fore-
casts and provides current weather analysis to the command,

3. Service Craft Division evolved fram assets received from Mobile Suppoert
Unit THREE in November and included yard craft (tugs, pusher boats, yard
tankers, berthin, ships (APL's) and reefer barges), The primary mission of
this division is to juovide the following services to NAVSUPPACT DANANG s
tug, floating cranc, water, diovnel, amd flonting refrigeration facilities,
Alno, Lin diviston provides Job fue) for DaNang Alr Bano, \
4. lighterage Division evolved fram assault craft divisions who were TAD °
to NAVSUPPACT D/NANG., The division's responsibility includes hauling .
cargo fram the ships in the harbor to various off-loading and staging areas -
throughout DaNang, As of 31 December craft on hand included 12 ILCU!s,

16 1cM3ts, 10 LCM6'8, two mlB'e and eight YCts,

5. The Engineering & Repair Division and Air Operations Division were in
Planning stages during the latter part of 1965,
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