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A devastating flood hit northern Texas in 1949, prompting formation of the Fort
Worth District. Flood waters rose to the second story of the Montgomery Wards

building, trapping employees inside (top photo). Red Cross volunteers traveled by
canoe to deliver food to the flood victims (bottom photo).
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more than 50 sites at the installation,
including landfills, former fire training
areas, radioactive waste disposal areas,
underground storage tanks, sludge lagoons
and sludge drying beds. Moreover, Kelly
Air Force Base had been involved for
decades in maintenance and overhauling of
military aircraft. As Larry Rogers
explained in 1998, this process “used all
kinds of different nasty solvents and paint
strippers and chemicals. There is a lot of
contamination that’s going to have to be
dealt with at Kelly, and we are just getting
started.” Additional hazardous waste sites
included ammunition plants in eastern
Texas. “Anyplace where you manufacture
explosives you're bound to have everything
from TNT to heavy metals in different
settling ponds,” Rogers noted.*®

Fort Hood, too, included numerous
abandoned landfills as well as battery
neutralization shops that had contaminated
the surrounding soil with lead.* Rogers
explained that the cleanup process did not
always involve removal: “you can cap 1t
and leave it there as long as you've made
the proper provisions so the stuff doesn’t
leach out and contaminate anything else.”

Sergeants Major Academy, Fort Bliss.

The FWD employed two project managers
in PPMD to oversee this work.” It
represented a new development in the
FWD, reflecting the influence of
environmental concerns.

The district’s military work remained
an essential component not only in terms of
revenue but also in terms of its character.
In the mid-1980s, Division Engineer Major
General Robert Dacey described the FWD’s
military construction program for the Army
and Air Force as “extremely complex.”!
Responding to this complexity helped the
district gain a reputation for responsive-
ness to customers, contributing to its
vitality.

“It’s exciting work. It's always differ-
ent,” Rogers summarized. “The program
happens so rapidly and you see results so
quickly that it’s very rewarding work to be
involved in. I think people who work in
design or managing projects on the military
side really enjoy it because of that. You
don’t have to spend a whole career to get
one project done. You've got dozens.” =
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