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i-p^UARTERS, FIRST ^ARIKZ DIVISION,
FLEET MARINE FORCE, ^ 

eet Post Office, San Francisco, Calif ./\.^. tyfc.
T9S?,,

1 July, 1943.

The Commanding general, First I/Iarine Division^ 
The Commandant, U, S.' Marine Corps."

Final report on Guadalcanal Operationi ^_ v£'\
t̂

(A) Coi'jy of phase y of Subject Report. " g-^'59.
1. in submitting the concluding portion of tiie, report 

on the Guadalcanal operation the undersigned desires to emphasise 
certain aspects of the operation and conclusions drawn by restat 
ing them in more concise" and convenient form than' was possible in
the basic report. DECLASSIFIED I AW DOD MEMO OF 3 MAY 1972, SUBJ

ier$3CLASSIFICAlION OF WWII RECORDS.«» 6 7d ~~

The Tulagi 3-uadalcanal operation was an enterprise launched 
in the South pacific at a critical time in the summer of 194£".. 
Repulsed in the Coral Sea and again at Midway the enemy seemed, 
 oreoa.red for a. third attempt to .sever see eommunica'Clons between 
Australasia, and the American continent. ' This, fresh effort, less.; 
dramatic thtn-its forerunners, was apparently to take the form 
of a steady, step by step., progression down the islands of the 
Solomons chain to reach and destroy our bases in the Few Hebrides 
and.New Caledonia. The decision of the United Nations to attack 
was based upon larger reasons unknown to this neadquerters, rea 
sons of the most compelling.nature, it must be presumed, for 
seldom nas r-n operation been begun under more disadvantageous 
c i r c urn s t <;.n c e s .

Time Element

The most important circumstance which militated sgainst the 
probability of a successful outcome of the venture was the limited 
time available. This element sffected the.operation adversely 
in many ways.

There was not sufficient time for the necessary reconnais
sance , 
riing.

study and inter-theaLre liaison neoesssry for sound

Tnere was not sufficient time to plan, organize and conduct 
metnodical combat loading of the snips making up the transport 
up. The loading operation at '.Jelling uon woale ricvve been a 
antic and complicated, task under tue best of conditions; its 
cessful completion under the conditions actually existing was 
remarkable feat;.' Seemingly insuperable, ito accomplishment-

LIBRARY ̂ -^ 
AHMED FOBCrs S7?,ft gfiLLIfll



*
attributable largely to the -extensive embarkation experience gained 
by the Marine Corps in the preceding twenty years of fleet maneu- ( 
vers, expeditions and small operations.

There was not sufficient time for the necessary related plan 
ning by the commanders and staffs .of the forces involved, Comman 
der Task Force 6£, in immediate charge of operations, did not 
reach Kew Zealand until 15 July, Coranander Landing Force had 
no opportunity to confer with commanders of supporting naval task 
forces until the attack force was assembled off Koro on the eve 
of sortie. As a result the landing force plan of operations was 
formulated without detailed knowledge of the plans of higher and 
supporting commanders. This was most undesirable from the point 
of view of all concerned. But it .was unavoidable, fox1 the embarka 
tion of a landing force involves the making of decisions irrevo 
cable in character'and, to be completed at all, this particular 
embarkation had, of necessity, to be begun forthwith.

The direct consequence of this unilateral form of planning 
was the absence of a complete meeting of the minds of .the comman 
ders concerned. For example, from the landing force point of view, 
the undertaking was planned and executed as a normal amphibious 
operation premised upon a firm control of sea and air by our naval 
forces. The latter however regarded the enterprise more in the 
nature of a large scale raid or hit and. run operation as in fact 
it proved to be. Had this same conception been entertained from 
the outset by all of the forces involved.it would have affo'rded 
us an opportunity to modify normal planning by adjusting it to 
the special circumstances. This in turn would have served to 
alleviate many of the misunderstandings which later arose with 
resoect to supply and general logistics.

There was not sufficient time to train for and rehearse the 
opera.tion. The fact that the landing force elements had not 
reached a particularly high state of training made it desirable 
to hold a thorough training and reneersal period, before under 
taking the actual attack. , This was recognized, but the area (Koro 
Island).was most unsuitable for actual landings due to the ob- 
.s'tacle presented by the unbroken expanse of fringing coral. From 
«.t,h'e point of view of the landing force the Koro rehearsal provided 
'nothing beyond a valuable period of debarkation training and, in 
view of the rapid Increase of enemy a.ctivity in the Solomons, the 
wisdom of devoting priceless time to such'limited advantage ap 
peared dubious. This in no way detracts from the fact that re 
hearsals are of prime importance but they must be proper renear- 
sals made under conditions closely approximating the actual 
operation arid permitting the landing of troops and the enactment 
of the scheme of maneuver, "vlth more time available a more 
suitable rehearsal area could have been selected,

The foregoing is submitted solely to reernphasize the impor 
tance of the time element in the planning of amphibious operations 
and is in no sense a criticism of others. It is well, understood
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  hat in this operation the time factor was para.mount and that 
to insure success it had to be carried out at the earliest 
possible moment regardless of the disadvantages incident to 
ha.s-te and improvision.

rganization and Training _ojf_ an Amphibious Force

A vast amount of doctrinal and procedural.material relating 
to a;njhibious operations has recently appeared from various 
sources. Some of it is valuable; some of it is so impractical 
as to be utterly' meretricious;, nearly all of it is unnecessary. 
Its origin springs from the effort to correlate on -paper the 
functions of, two forces !\uiioh belong together in fact. Until 
this fu.nds.mental fact is appreciated there will be little actual 
 progress in this branch of warfare, An amphibious force must 
be organized and trained as a permanent unit rather than a pro 
visional grouping of forces for a specific task. Lending force 
units should be definitely assigned to specified shrps of tne 
transport group and should, be embarked for extended periodic 
training. Only t>y this close and. continued association between 
corresponding naval and marine commanders can there be the full 
development of the striking power of the sea-borne landing force. 
The transport group and the landing force should find a common 
superior in a force commander provided with a combined staff 
capable of finalizing the many problems of amphibious warfare 
which still await solution.

.In themselves these problems are not difficult but they 
ere of a. joint nature and cannot be solved independently, At 
tne oresent time attack transports and cargo.carriers are employed 
on administrative troop and supply movements. heanwhile harine 
Corps elements are engaged in training ashore with infrequent 
opportunity to perfect themselves in their major combat function. 
11: is therefore recommended that attack transports and cargo 
carriers be witndrawn from administrative service arid, be assembled 
for training with the several harine divisions in order that both 
may devote themselves to the solution of common problems in pre 
paration for operations which-must inevitably come,

Common problems

Cooperation.- Essential teamwork between transport and 
landing team commanders can be obtained only by operational 
practice. Zach ship presents an individual problem due to varia 
tions in structure and boats but, given opportunity, the'landing 
team will adapt itself readily to the ship. For example at 
Wellington it was possible to em;irk 2nd Bn, 5th marines in U3S 
Neville which had embarked the same battalion for training on the 
Atlantic Coast on orevious occasions. .Embarkation, shake down and 
subsequent operations proc d'.'-ed with the utmost order and despatch. 
Other battalions assigned ,to strange ships required twice the - 
Neville's period for embarkation and loading and throughout the 
operation never acquired the Neville's srnootj'.Bflss a,nd teamwork.
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The only difference was familiarity with the ship.

Transport Training.~ Transports as well as Marines require 
training and practice in the actual functions of embarkation, snip 
to shore movement and the landing of supplies. This cannot be 
gained, in administrative carrying operations. For example, in 
the Melbourne area, HhAS i-ianoora. was assigned this division as 
3- training transport; She repeated a series of elementary land 
ing exercises'seven times in ten. weeks each time embarking a dif 
ferent landing team of the division. Strange to her work, she 
required £1 hours to put ashore the landing team supplies on the 
first exercise. The time was reduced steadily with each successive 
attempt until ontthe final exercise she la.nded the .same qua.ntity 
of supply in 6 hours, -Improvement in embarkation and boat opera 
tions was equally remarkable.

Supply

The supply problem requires training and planning by the 
landing force, the transport force and the amphibious force com 
mander. Independent efforts will lead only to misunderstanding. 
The matter is of vital importance and it is unfortunate that 
there has arisen such a confusion of tnou^ht with respeot to it 
on tne part of those v.'ho have had only limited connection with 
the actual conduct of training and operations. The great problem 
is of course the quantity of supply to be taken; this oanaot be 
fixed and absolute but must be determined by a careful balance 
of factors entering into each specific operation.

Supply Training.- The quantity of supply which can be landed 
and dispersed within a given period of time and employing a given 
amount of labor can be doubled or trebled if transport crews and 
shore parties art trained in their duties,

This division embarked for the Guadalcanal operation only 
tnose supplies utterly necessary to live and to fight. Baggage, 
bedc:ir:0 , seabags, extra clothing, tentege and camp equipment were 
entirely' eliminated. Post exchange supplies were limited to soap_, 
cigarettes and razor blades. Ammunition was reduced frcm 20 units 
to ten, rations from 90 to GO days. No sacrifice was spared which 
would increase the initial combat efficiency and landing rate of 
the division yet-~ solely by reason of the shortage of shipping space 
much valuable equipment had to be left behind.

In future operations the division will continue this policy 
of reduction and carry it still farther as experience teaches us 
to distinguish between the essential and non-essential. But it 
must be pointed out that troops ca.nnot be e.vpeoted to exist indef 
initely on short rations and utterly devoid of the necessities of 
life and some provision for the minimum comfort and standards of 
decency,

In'planning future operations we must decide at the outset-:
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Shall the landing force be self sustaining as initially embarked 
or shall It carry only a bare minimum to be supplemented later? 
This is a basic decision for the amphibious force, but one in 
the landing force is also1 vitally concerned. If the force is to 
be self sustaining for a considerable period of time the naval 
forces must be prepared to remain on the scene for the length of 
time necessary to complete unloading. If only a minimum of supply 
is to be landed initially'there must be an orderly plan for sup 
plementary shipment.

In the Guadalcanal operation this division embarked supplies 
in quantity sufficient to insure independence of action for a con 
siderable period with the expectation that the transports would 
not depart prior to D plus 4 day. However, unloading operations 
ceased for all practical purposes on D plus 1 day. Supplementary 
shipments were not.begun for a considerable period' of time and 
until October xvere most irregular. As this method of supply had 
not been foreseen the division had made no provision for a rear 
echelon adequate to procure, classify and embark stores in accord 
ance with planned requirements. An improvised organization was 
created in New Caledonia but it was not under division control nor 
responsive to divisional needs.

If this method of supply is to be used in future operations 
it must enter into the supply calculation of the operation as a- 
whole. The following would, then be the essential features of the 
plan of supply;

1. Amounts of equipment and supply to be embarked initially 
as affected by:

Probable rate of unloading.
kasimum period transports will remain in area.

2. Tonnage and frequency of subsequent shipments.
5. priorities to be assigned In embarking equipment, materials 

and supplies for supplementary purposes.
4. Provisions of a landing force rear echelon or supply 

service sufficient to forward supplies in accordance with plan.
This method of supply has many advantages and may be- superior 

to any other. However, it implies continuous control of the- line 
of sea communications and likewise has the effect of delaying the 
development of the full striking power of the landing force pending 
arrival of successive supply increments.

Lessons and Conclusions

Battalions should be practiced in landing operations at every 
opportunity without regard to state of training.

Reinforced regimental landings are-necessary to provide train 
ing in shore party operations and as a test of the sufficiency of 
standing procedure 'with respect to.supply debarkation. Battalion 
landings do not provide adequate training in supply and 'shore party 
operations.

The regimental combat' team should be 'embarked in a transport 
division of 4 APA's and one AKA. If a.large APA is available for
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the regimental headquarters group it may be possible to disperse 
with the AKA. * . '  

The division requires 1 a support group of 2 APA's and. 3 AKA's 
to embark supporting units.

A division headquarters ship is likewise reauired to embark 
command elements of »he landing force and-amphibious force. Ample 
communication facilities for this ship are most essential.

A minimum planning period of six weeks should precede embar 
kation for combat. A much larger period would be desirable.

It is essential to employ amphibious patrols to secure infor 
mation of enemy forces and 1:0 verify information obtained from 
photographic reconnaissance. This division now has a force of 
amphibious scouts trained for this purpose.

Use of persons possessing a detailed familiarity with the 
area of operations as guides and terrain advisers is of the utmost 
importance. The services of those -who participated in this opera 
tion in such capacities were of great value 1 ..

Maps and photographs must be provided and reproduced in 
quantity sufficient for wide distribution.

Upon embarkation the attack force should conduct a series 
of complete and -thorough rehearsals of the intended landing.

Before entering, combat all officers who do not appear to 
possess the requisite ability should be relieved of command. It 
is better to enter combat with a limited shortage of officers, than 
to be faced with the necessity of relieving the incapable in the 
presence of the enemy.

A comparison of the several landings leads to the inescapable 
conclusion- that landings should riot be attempted in the face of 
organized resistance if, by any combination of nmrch or maneuver, 
it is possible to land unopposed and undetected at a-point within 
striking distance of the objective.

The organization for landing, the technique of ship-to-sh.ore 
movement, landing craft and special landing equipment developed ' 
in the ten years prior to the war were found satisfactory to a 
degree beyond expectation,

The operation did not involve a real test of methods of con 
trolling ship's gunfire by shore based fire control parties. How 
ever, nothing'developed during the operation to indicate the need 
for any fundamental changes-in doctrine.

On -every occasion our troops proved, themselves superior to 
the Japanese in actual combat. Their great deficiency was inad 
equate physical training ana hardening prior'to combat. An im 
portant secondary deficiency was the failure of small patrols 
to operate effectively. This was corrected in late phases, but 
prec'ombat training proved definitely Inadequate.

While the division as a whole was made up largely of green 
troops with inexperienced company officers, it should be observed 
that battalion commanders and higher ranks consisted of thoroughly 
experienced and capable officers on whose shoulders rested the 
major burden of planning, organizing and directing operations.



t *
() /

Operations in general pointed. LO the fact that insufficient 
training had been conducted in close and difficult country approx 
imating jungle terraini Large sections of the divisional training 
area in New River were ideally suited for this purpose but' were 
generally neglected in favor of open terrain.

Troops in training must be made to live hard and to march 
long distances by day and night through unfavorable terrain. Ease 
and comfort in training periods will lead to excessive losses in 
combat.

Care of the feet, including daily foot inspection by junior 
officers, is particularly essential in jungle warfare. In one 
instance during this period one battalion had 159 ineffectives 
due to minor and entirely avoidable foot ailments.

Troops must be trained to preserve their clothing and equip 
ment. This is an important disciplinary problem and its only 
solution is constant inspection followed by disciplinary action.

Tanks were employed with some success on two occasions. An 
analysis of these actions includes:

(a) That the jungle is generally unfavorable for tank action.
(b) That tanks in small numbers can operate effectively in 

areas occupied by coconut plantations.
(c) That the tanks must operate at slow speed and with ex 

tremely close infantry support.
(d) That wherever possible medium tanks should be employed 

due to the extreme vulnerability of the light models.
It was necessary to employ pioneers and. engineers on infantry 

missions. The results clearly vindicated the Marine Corps policy 
of thorough training of such units in weapons and tactics.

There appeared a distinct need for regularly organized air 
support parties to accompany ground forces for liaison and control 
purposes in connection with the use of supporting aircraft..

The lack of adequate maps and photographs was a distinct 
handicap which continued throughout the entire period of our occu 
pation of Guadalcanal. A recommended future procedure;

(a) Designation of an aerial photography unit to take 
photographs in accordance with exact landing force 
requirements.

(b) Direct liaison between landing force and designated 
photographic unit.

(c) Photography unit to supply negatives and six prints 
of every photograph taken and to furnish mosaics, 
including copying' camera negatives,' of all mosaics 
so provided.

(d) Landing force photolitho unit to reproduce photographs 
and mosaics in quantity for unit distribution..

The presence of a limited number of qualified interpreters 
to translate enemy documents and examine prisoners of war was of 
great value in ascertaining enemy intentions and in studying his 
habits of combat.

The landing reemphasized the vital nature of the logistical 
problem presented by the ship-to-shore movement of supplies. As 
had buen foreseen, the Pioneer Battalion proved inadeauate in size 
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to cope with the tremendous burden placed upon it. Adequate sup 
plementary labor must be provided; It is considered that there 
must be available to the shore party on the landing beach additional 
personnel in the proportion of at least 10.0 men for each vessel 
discharging cargo across the beach.

For this operation 60 days' supply and 10 units of fire were 
embarked. While these amounts represented reductions of 33$ of 
supplies and 50$ of ammunition as compared to the normal levels 
of 90 days and 20 units they nevertheless proved somewhat excess 
ive from the point of view of immediate requirements. Only a 
fraction of these supplies were actually landed; that this fraction 
proved inadequate in no way detracts from the conclusion that 
amounts actually embarked were somewhat excessive.

In view of the foregoing the following recommendations are 
submitted:

(a) That not to exceed thirty days 1 supply, 10 units of   
fire, and 50 days' rations be embarked.

(b) That only half this material be landed Initially and   
that the transports clear the area on D plus 1 day.

(c) That AKA's carrying the remainder of the supplies be 
withheld, from the danger area initially and that, be 
ginning, on D plus 2 day, they be committed singly or 
in pairs at regular intervals to permit orderly un 
loading and to reduce the target offered to hostile 
aircraft.

A determined low level or dive bombing attack on the landing 
beach may prove ruinous unless supplies are promptly cleared to 
dispersed dump areas. Likewise great attention must be paid to 
the rapid establishment of a strong anti-aircraft defense of the 
landing beach.

Mo supplies .should be packed in pasteboard containers. 
Security for supply dumps is to be found in wide dispersion 

rather than overhead cover. Second only to the foregoing is the 
necessity for limiting the height of stacks of inflammables to a 
maximum of two feet instead of the normal six feet as the maximum 
density of fragments of the enemy personnel bomb appears in a sheaf 
extending horizontally and about three feet above ground impact 
level. These fragments have an incendiary effect. As rapidly as 
possible dumps should be placed below -ground level.

To the greatest extent possible ammunition should be loaded 
on vehicles and amphibious tractors prior to embarkation. This 
will permit a large proportion of the initial ammunition supply 
to be landed with maximum speed and minimum exposure.

To reduce waste and wanton destruction, orders should be 
issued prior to the landing covering the disposition of captured . 
materiel.

The absence of sufficient defensive materiel was a severe 
handicap. None was landed initially and only small amounts were 
received in subsequent shipments of supplies. It is recommended 
that a higher landing priority be assigned to a small portion of



such materiel. As a result of this experience the present stand 
ing operating procedure of this 'division prescribes that ten (10) 
per cent of such supplies shall be assigned landing priority "X"- 
Variable" '(i.e. so embarked as to be accessible for landing on 
call at any time during the ship to shore movement).

A proportion of the defensive wire carried by the division 
should be of the prepared concertina type. It will often be 
necessary to pass to the defensive on such short notice as to pre 
clude erection of double apron fence prior to attack. Wired in 
defenses are highly desirable particularly in the event of night 
attack. This division contemplates carrying sixty (60) per cent 
concertina in all future operations.

The failure to land engineer equipment and machinery severely 
handicapped our efforts to complete the airfield and its defenses. 
Construction equipment and personnel are not a luxury but' an 
absolute necessity in modern warfare. Bridging equipment is 
particularly necessary.

Since it is obvious that the enemy will always resort to 
night attack there is an urgent need for night illumination material 
in defensive operations, This should take the form of parachute 
flares for illuminating beaches and a hand thrown flare for illum 
inating the immediate foreground of jungle positions,

v/iiile equipment employed in the landing proved generally 
satisfactory, the amphibian tractor demonstrated a usefulness - 
exceeding all expectations. Some of the Initial missions assigned 
were transporting bridging material from ship to erection site 
direct, ammunition carrier, prime mover for 105mm'guns, bridge 
pontoons and ambulance. These missions were executed early in 
the operation under conditions of terrain which preculded the use 
of tracks. The amphibian thus made a vital contribution to the 
operation by its performance of diverse missions beyond the capacity 
of conventional vehicles. It proved proof against the fire of 
enemy .25 calibre -weapons in one instance where a tractor was 
employed to attack a cave on G-avutu, It is to be observed that 
this' was an emergency undertaking only as it is not considered 
that the tractor is a tactical combat vehicle.

Reproduction equipment will always be needed. It should be 
brought in with the second echelon. Little reliance can be placed 
on obtaining cartographic assistance from rear areas.

AH types of Marine Corps combat transportation proved highly 
satisfactory. The superiority of our Awheel.drive equipment over 
the 2-wheel drive type of Japanese truck was most apparent.

Arms and equipment, while satisfactory for landing operations, 
are in general too heavy for jungle operations. Troops must be 
.taught to strip down to bare essentials and travel on light rations; 
patrols must be specially armed and equipped in accordance with 
the terrain and.type of resistance to be encountered. Specific 
recommendations are:
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(a) Carry only 40-60 rounds per rifleman with propor 

tionate reductions for the BAR and light machine gun.
(b) A limited system of selective or optional armament 

permitting the following substitutions for special 
occasions:

Light machine guns for heavy machine guns.
60mm mortars for 81mm mortars.
Increased number of submachine guns and. ; carbines.
required by close terrain.

Sufficient machetes to issue one per man when 
required.

(c) The "c" ration is too bulky and the "D" ration un 
satisfactory for extended patrols, froops must be 
trained 'to live for considerable periods on indivi 
dually prepared rations-of- rise, bacon, raisins and 
coffee.

(d)'This ration^ should be varied, and supplemented by 
airplane drops of canned fruit and "C" ration at 
intervals of four or five days.

(e) Two canteens are necessary. . .
(f) Blankets are not required in tropics; men should 

carry only the shelter half or poncho.
(g) Make preparations in advance for airplane drops of 

ammunition and medical supplies in- the event of a 
serious action.

(h) Organize natives as carrying parties as soon as 
possible after landing.

Prior to the Solomons operation some doubt was entertained 
as to the practicability of employing 105mm artillery in jungle 
warfare' in view of its lack of mobility. It is now considered 
that this weapon has a definite place in future operations in the 
pacific. Since large scale operations will almost invariably center 
around the seizure or defense of installations on or near the sea, 
ramp boats and amphibian tractors can be employed to move artillery. 
In this same connection it should also be noted that the coastal 
terrain of the Pacific islands often includes areas of flat ground 
permitting free movement of guns -and normal prime movers. The 
superior effectiveness of this weapon and its desirable ballistic 
characteristics were clearly demonstrated on the night of 13 Sep 
tember. It is considered highly desirable that these advantages 
be retained by continuing to include this type of artillery in all 
large operations.

A major 'landing operation such as the G-uadalcanal-Tulagi 
attack will be followed by a period of minor operations for par- 
poses of defense, mopping up, and seizure of small outlying bases. 
To accomplish these tasks successfully landing equipment must 
remain available to the landing force for tactical purposes. 
During the entire Guadalcanal operation the use of attached land 
ing craft for tactical purposes was, of necessity, subordinated 
to their administrative employment in the unloading of supply 
vessels. Likewise the few APD's available were usually assigned 
to escort duty for which they were ill adapted, Three were lost
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While on such duty during the period covered by this r.eport,, 
Tnese factors had an extremely adverse effect on the conduct 
of the .entire operation. Only limited operations involving the 
use of small numbers of craft cou].d be planned. In repeated 
instances it was necessary to cancel planned operations due to 
the unexpected arrival of supply vessels or non-availability of 
APD's. To execute the Tasimboko landing, for example, it was 
necessary to shuttle the raiding force from Lunga in two echelons, 
a procedure which exposed the advance force to the danger of 
defeat in detail. Future operations should make provision for 
a force of landing craft and APD's to remain with the landing 
force at all times for purely tactical missions.

The enemy demonstrated a high state of training with respect 
to night operations. Movement and control x\rere excellent. How 
ever, he underestimates the disadvantages occurring in this type 
of at'tack, particularly with respect to the effectiveness of the 
prearranged night fires of the defense. To preserve direction 
he followed the conventional practice of moving dense columns of 
infantry along terrain lines leading 'to the objective. These were 
interdicted as a matter of course by the deep supporting fires of 
our artillery and mortars. In consequence severe losses were in 
flicted upon many enemy columns during the approach march.

The enemy revealed certain specific weaknesses which were 
repeated again and again. These were;

(a) Lack of perception.
(b) Careless disregard of security measures.
(c) Fondness for the tactically dramatic "Bushido."
(d) Lack of intelligence and initiative: as individuals, or 

in groups without formal leadership the Japanese sol 
dier displayed tenacity and a willingness to die on 
the spot but no capacity to take independent action 
to redeem his situation.

(e) Lack of combat discipline as demonstrated by their 
general habit of keeping and carrying diaries to 
gether with operation orders and other documents 
into action. This weakness provided a valuable 
and never failing source of information.

(f) Faulty reconnaissance.

A. A.' VANDEGRIFf,
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108/283 First Marine Division,

Fleet Marine Force, 
C/o Fleet Post Office, San Francisco, California.

DIVISION COMMANDER'S FINAL REPORT ON THE 
. GUADALCANAL OPERATION

PHASE V 
(18 September-;- 5 December)

Situation at Beginning of Period

The period begins with the arrival.of the 7th Marines 
(reinforced) from Samoa on 18 September. The return of this 
fine and highly trained regiment marked the first occasion 
that the division had ever be>-n concentrated at full strength.

This accretion in force required UP to reexanine and 
readjust our plans in accordance" with improved circumstances 
and in the light of lessons learned from the bitter fighting 
of mid-September. Ten infantry battalions and one raider, 
.battalion were now available on Guadalcanal, these were 
supported by four battalions of artillery, a nearly complete 
defense bs   ' ;alion, a' small provisional tank battalion r.nd a 
growing air force.

In re-disposing forces the enemy capabilities were care 
fully analyzed. Whereas initially the hostile course of action 
most dangerous to us -appeared to lie in his ability to attempt 
a forced lodgment against our beach defenses employing armored 
landing craft supported by overwhelming naval gunfire it now 
appeared that his opportunity to pursue this course was greatly 
reduced. There were still largo concentrations of troops and 
shipping at Rabaul but the strength and demonstrated proficiency 
of our'small air force henceforth would make it difficult to 
approach Guadalcanal with slow moving transports and landing 
craft carriers without exposure to devastating losses from 
tho air. It likewise soem.-d probable that thr enony would 
continue to follow his established doctrine of unopposed 
landings followed by overland assaults.

The fact that air power now confined him to small in 
filtration landings by night added weight to thn conclusion that 
beach defense had now become a matter of secondary importance 
by night and of negligible importance by day and that, 
defensively, our major effort should bo dirnctrd toward an 
improv-mont of our inland defenses. The revised plan of 
defense was as follows:



i
To continue the defense primarily by aircraft action 

and secondarily by the -establishment of a perimeter defense of 
Lunga Point.

To employ only special units on beach defense, reserving 
the infantry of the division for inland positions.

To establish strong reserves to permit rotation of units 
on front line duty and to provide a striking force for offensive 
operations arid counterattack.

Establishment of the Lunga Point Perimeter

Division Operation Order No. 11-42 of 19 September 
(Annex A) directed the organization of a complete perimeter 
defense subdivided into 10 sectors. Three wore beach defense 
sectors manned by the Pioneer Battalion, Amphibian Tractor 
Battalion and Engineer Battalion. The inland portion of the 
perimeter was divided into 7 infantry battalion sectors. Two 
of the latter were assigned to each infantry regiment while the 
remaining one was retained immediately under division in order 
to effect certain economies in supply and to facilitate 
communication and control. This method of subdivision enabled, 
each' infantry regiment to hold a battalion in reserve under 
regimental control but available to division for the support 
of an engaged flank. One infantry battalion (3rd Bn, 2nd 

. Marines taken from' the Tulagi garrison on 14 September) and 
the Raider Battalion (with attached elements of 1st Parachute 
Battalion) were held in division reserve at all. times although 
one battalion had initially to be assigned to the battalion 
sector retained under division control. While this represented 
a small division reserve it could be quickly augmented by em-. 
ploying the reserves of regiments occupying quiet sec.tors.

There was likewise a grea.t administrative advantage in 
this regrouping of forces. By placing the Pioneer, Engineer 
and Amphibian Tractor Battalion on beach defense assignments 
they would be conveniently located with respect to their usual 
areas of employment and, since daylight beach defense was no 
longer a factor, they could be employed administratively by 
day and tactically by night when necessary. This arrangement 
proved a highly practical solution of the beach defense problem.

The perimeter was regarded as a final defensive position 
only, as it was expected that, by passing to the active 
defense the enemy could be denied the crossings of the 
Matanikau on the west and the Ilu on the east^ To the west 

\ it was anticipated that by eventually establishing an advanced 
\ battle position on the Matanikau an approaching force could be 

- ^contained there for a period sufficient to move a larger 
m'aneuver element overland to strike at the enemy's exposed



inland flank or, by a shore-to-shorn movement, to offoot 
a landing in his rear. To the east the wide grassy plains 
beyond the Ilu permitted the employment of tanks and facilitated 
the rapid movement of infantry and artillery. In an engagement 
in this ar..:a the enemy would be forced to meet UG by day in 
"  pen country, an opportunity we greatly desired.

There was, however, no real solution to the problem 
of active operations to the south. The broken terrain and 
heavy jungle of the upper Luriga impeded movement and develop 
ment of the attack. The only practical scheme for an active 
defense in this area appeared to be a movement nf lightly 
equipped forces south along the Tenaru to Kiarokiki thence 
west to strike the right flank of a hostile column moving 
down the Lunga. (Son "Annex B Trail Map)'. One advantage.' 
occured to us. T^ reach the upper Lunga the enemy would be 
forced to make a circuitous approach from the west over terrain 
so bewildering as .to beggar description. He wo--ld thus be 
presented at the outset with almost^insurmountable supply 
problems and faced with the necessity of attacking with forces 
fatigued and shaken by their long trek.

This decision to maintain a continuous perimeter 
defense entailed acceptance of the disadvantages resulting 
from, dispersal of forces over a long and thinly held front. 
The only alternative consisted of the establishment of a series 
of horso shoe defensive positions east, south and west of 
Lunga Point. This offered the advantage of economy of force 
but its success would depend entirely upon the accuracy and 
sufficiency of our information of the enemy. The abundance 
of cover, however, reduced the effectiveness of aerial and 
ground reconnaissance and with respect to th£ latter we were 
still laboring under the handicap of inexperience. In con 
sequence the hazards of being taken at a disadvantage were 
considered so gr^at as t^ necessitate rejection of the horse 
shoe defense despite its manifest advantages. Somewhat the 
same effect resulted, however, from ^ur practice of holding 
inactive sectors with light forces while strongly reinforcing 
threatened points elsewhere on the perimeter and by the con- 
structi->n of switch positions to. permit temporary contractions 
on our front. (Operation Overlay to Annex A). There was never 
any occasion to regret the decision tn employ the perimeter 
type of defense and on one occasion at least it saved us from 
a disastrous surprise.

The Defensive Establishment

The type of fixed defenses to be established al^ng the 
inland perimeter was the cause of great concern. It was 
naturally desired to organize in depth but the dense vegetation 
limited the mutual support ^f weapons t r- a few yards anc1 the 
improvement of interior fields of fire would entail a tre 
mendous and prohibitive labor. A continuous main line of



resistance was established. Its trace followed the hills and 
ridges west of the Lunga. It included all commanding ground 
and wherever possible it was sited to take advantage of the 
fields of fire afforded by a number;of open, grassy, ridges. 
East of.the Lunga the line dascended and crossed Sdson's 
Ridge which parallels the river then dropped abruptly to a 
dense jungle flat extending to the Tenaru, a natural line of 
defense to the east. ;:-

Along the ridges organization in depth was possible but 
in the jungle flats the position was little more than a line 
laboriously scratched through the maze of tropical vegetation. 
Fields of fire were the first consideration but in the dense 
growth'they were necessarily limited. Field'fortification 
took the form of individual fox-holes and splinter proof 
emplacements for automatic arms. In these latter the line 
was particularly strong as many additional weapons were 
emplaced in order to compensate for the lack of infantry 
strength. The front was completely wired in, eventually 
with two bands of double apron fence supplemented by low trip 
wires between the bands. Large stocks of ammunition and rations 
were placed on positions and steps were taken to make them 
self-sustaining; in the event of a breakthrough resulting in 
a disruption of supply routes. In covered areas great re 
liance was also placed on small local reserves held mobile 
fo.r reinforcement or counterattack.

Admittedly this was a cordon defense of the worst type 
except in the' comparatively few open areas where organization 
in depth was practicable. However, the cordon defense afforded 
certain advantages which it was highly desirable -to obtain. 
These were as follows:

(a) It permitted assignment of unusually long unit 
frontages.

(b) It enabled us to place a tremendous fire power in 
support of the main line of resistance.

(c) Continuity of the defenses denied the enemy the use 
of small operational gaps for the employment of his 
favorite infiltration tactics.

On the other hand the great disadvantage of the cordon 
defense, namely its vulnerability to and intensive concentration 
of artillery as a preliminary to breakthrough,, did not apply 
in this area. This for the reason that the Japanese artillery 
had conclusively demonstrated a lack of efficiency and a low 
order of professional technique. This reduced but did not 
eliminate the danger of a rupture of our lines.' There still 
remained the possibility of a rupture by the 'surprise night 
attack of overwhelming infantry forces operating on a narrow 
front. However, our experience at the Tenaru and, in mid- 
.September lead us to believe that the Japanese entertained 
a faulty conception.as to the effectiveness of modern fire
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power, thr.t our troops were steady and reliable with growing 
confidence in their ability to throw back the enemy ' s~" fanatical 
assaults and that such tactics would fail completely against 
positions which were thoroughly organised and wired in.

Second Action Along the Matanikau

The construction of the perimeter defenses 'involved 
a long-period of labor by large number of troops. Until 
completed there would be no large-'forces available for 
offensive operations; Minor operations pursuant to the mid- 
September defeat of the enemy indicated that he was still 
present in considerable force in the area to the west of , 
Lunga Point and that detachments of survivors and stragglers 
were drifting slowly to the west. Lacking the force to hold 
it permanently it was decided to dominate the area to the 
west by a series of small operations designed to clear the 
area of small forces and to prevent larger forces from 
consolidating within striking dis.ta.nce of our positions. 
The first such operation.was to be undertaken by the 1st Bn 
7th Marines (Fuller) and was to consist of an advance to the 
west along the northern slopes of Marabula thence west of the 
Matanikau to investigate the territory between that river 
and Kokumbona. This operations was to begin on 23 September 
and was to be completed by 26 September. On the latter date 
a second operation was to commence. It was to consist of 
an advance to the west by the Raider Battalion (G-riffith) 
to establish a temporary patrol base at the village of 
Koku-bona which is situated at the point where several im 
portant inland trails intersect the main Government Track 
along the coast.

LtCol. Puller's battalion encountered its first serious 
resistance shortly before sunset on 24 September when a 
strong enemy force was surprised at its rice fires.in a 
bivouac on the northwest slopes of Marabula. An attack was 
driven home without delay and the enemy force was defeated. 
Darkness enforced a cassation of the attack and the enemy 
withdrew after burying many -of his dead and recovering his- 
wounded. The enemy losses were consequently indeterminate 
but from a count of graves and unburied dead they greatly 
exceeded our own casualties of 7 dead and 25 wounded.

To assist in the evacuation of these -wounded a strong 
column -from 2nd Bn, 5th Marines (McDougal) joined Col. 
Puller on the following day and the operation was continued 
with a mixed force. Two companies of the 1st Bn, 7th Marines 
returned with the wounded. Progress was slow due to the broken 
terrain but on 26 September the column reached the Matanikau 
and turned north following the route along the east.bank of 
the river. Before reaching the government track along the- 
coast the battalion was~. subjected to heavy mortar fire, from 
the vicinity of Matanikau Vrl.lage and it was obvious that the
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high ground, on the west .bank of the river was held in some 
strength. Artillery fire ba.sed on concentrations previously 
plotted and registered for defensive purposes and aircraft 
were employed to support an attack of the infantry but. all- 
attempts to cross the river were unsuccessful. Meanwhile the 
Raider Batt'alion which had reached the vicinity enr-oute to 
Kokunbona" was directed to join forces in preparation for a 
renewal of the attack the next day in accordance with the 
following plan:

Ra.id.er Battalion to move up the.'-east bank of the river 
to crossings in the vicinity of the first stream junction, 
then to cross the river and move on .Matanikau Village from 
the south.'

Second Bn, 5th Marines to hold the line of the river ' 
and to launch an attack across the bar at the mouth to assist 
the attack of the Raider Battalion.

Both attacks to be supported, by aircraft and artillery. 

CO, 5th Marines (Sdson) to direct   the operation.

The operation began the following day with the flank 
movement of the raider battalion along the east bank of the 
river. As 'the battalion neared the vicinity of the river 
crossing near the first stream junction it encountered re 
sistance from an enemy force which had crossed to the east 
bank of the. river in an apparent attempt at a counter- 
envelopment. The force was strong and was well posted on 
commanding ground. As the leading elements of the battalion 
advanced to the attack they were met with heavy fire from the 
front and. flanks and pinned down along the crest of an open 
ridge. The ' battalion commander . (Griffith) was severly wounded 
and his executive (Bailey) was killed. Attempts to advance 
succeeded, only in' the pinning clown of additional companies and 
the accumulation of additional casualties. Unfortunately due 
to imperfect communications and the ambiguous wording of a. 
message it was believed both by this headcuarters a.nd by 
Colonel Ed.son as well, that the raiders had." crossed the river 
and. had encountered, resistance along the west bank while in 
the execution of their attack in the direction of Katanikau 
Village. Under this misapprehension the decision was to resume 
the attack at 1330 as follows:

Second Bn, 5th Marines to assist the advance of the 
raiders by launching an attack across the mouth of the river.

First Bn, 7th Marines (loss Co C) to move by boat from 
Lunga Point to the beach west of Point Cruz landing. in the 
rear of the hostile^-positions and attacking to the east in 
the direction of Matanirkau Village.



Raiders to renew the attack toward the village 

To support the 2nd. Bn 5th Marines with an intensive 
preliminary bombardment by aircraft and artillery directed 
against the enemy positions near the mouth of the .v:iver»

To support the raiders with aircraft and artillery "on 
call" as requested.

To support the landing attack of 1st En, 7th Karines by 
naval gunfire from the-destroyer, Sallard,

All attacks to be launched simultaneously. ' '

The attack of the 2nd 3n, 5th Marines was launched on 
schedule. However, the artillery fire could not reach enemy 
positions closest to the river and these were not neutralized. 
As a result the infantry attack, while pushed with vigor, 
failed to gain a permanent foothold on the opposite bank.

The raiders were manifestly unable to carry out their 
portion of the attack as their orders were based on a mis 
take of fact which was not discovered until after 1330.

The 1st 3n, 7th. Marines landed near Point Cruz on schedule 
and without 'casulaties. Shortly after the advance inland was 
begun the acting battalion commander (Rogers) was killed. Note 1 
The battalion carried its first objective, the ridge inland 
from the beach, but was immediately attacked by strong 
forces which succeeded in cutting it off from.the landing beach. 
Additional enemy columns were also seen approaching from the 
east. In view of the failure to advance elsewhere it was 
obvious that this battalion was in a dangerous position. 
Steps were immediately begun to undertake its withdrawal 
but before arrangements could be completed the division 
command' post ^as subjected to a heavy aerial attack by a 
formation of 26 heavy bomber s.- Resultant damage included, the 
complete disruption of all communication facilities at the 
division headquarters at a time when reliable communication 
was imperative. It become necessary to complete local 
arrangements for withdrawal by the use of officer messengers 
while contact with the Matanikau was reestablished, over the 
forward, observer line of the artillery.

The Ballard fortunately was in visual contact with the 
battalion and Colonel Puller was taken aboard to direct the 
withdrawal. -He ordered the battalion to cut its way to the 
beach at all costs and arranged for naval gunfire support.

Note 1: LtCol. Puller the regular commander had.been 
directed to assist Col. Edson east of the river the 6.ay 
before and consequently was unable to rejoin his battalion 
for landing.
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The boat group was dispatched from Lunga Point to reembark the 
troops which, meanwhile, had fought their way through to the 
shore line at' a point considerably east of the landing beach. 
The boats first attempted to make the original landing beach \ 
but were met with heavy fire and withdrew to seaward in an 
effort to establish contact with the troops ashore. A 
friendly aircraft, perceiving the difficulty, directed the 
boats to the correct spot and the troops reembarked and re 
turned to Lunga Point by nightfall. Their losses were 18 
killed and'25 wounded. All the wounded were brought out and 
the battalion lost no arms or equipment to the enemy.

Meanwhile the Raider Battalion was ordered to withdraw 
to Lunga Point while' 2nd. Bn, 5th Marines Was ordered to hold 
present positions to cover the retirement of the raiders 
and to await developments with respect to the situation of the 
1st Bn, 7th Marines". When it was established that the with- 
draxtfal of the latter battalion had been accomplished success 
fully the 2nd Bn, 5th Marines executed a night withdrawal to 
Lunga Point and the operation came to a .close,

Analysis .»f Operation

The operations of the 25th and 27th of September were 
definitely unsuccessful due to a combination of circumstances 
from.which we were to derive some valuable lessons. It was 
the intention of all concerned that LtCol. Puller's column 
should cross the Matanikau and come down the west side if 
time permitted. This, as it developed, would, have placed him 
on the flank or in the rear of the hostile position. But at 
the time in question there was no knowledge of thie enemy 
forc.e and his decision to descend, to   the coast by the east 
bank was a. proper one in view of his instructions to return' 
to Lunga on 26 September. Unfortunately this placed his force 
in a disadvantageous position initially as he was obliged 
to cross the river to come to grips with the enemy. The action 
should have been broken off at this point as the division 
was not in a position to provide additional forces sufficient 
to make 'a strong attack, ' The decision to resume the .attack 
the following day was made by the division in the belief 
that the Raider Battalion was a sufficient reinforcement to 
justify a continuation of the action. The inability of this 
.battalion to progress in its attack-is largely attributable 
to misfortune of Major Bailey's death and the wounding of 
LtCol. Griffith at first contact. In the short time avail 
able the plans for communication, artillery and aircraft support 
which had previously been worked out on the basis of supporting 
a moving patrol operation could not be adequately shifted to 
meet the demands of a coordinated attack. The decision to land 
a battalion in rear of the enemy represented a continuation 
of the same fundamental error, piecemeal, commitment and sketchy 
arrangements for support. It was executed, according to plan 
but could accomplish nothing when the other attacks miscarried.
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The successful.withdrawal of this -battalion in the face of 
the enemy was due'to its fighting qualities, brilliant 
improvisation on the part of those responsible for the nove- 
ment and to the great good fortune which attended it. This 
compensated in large part for the numerous misfortunes of 
the day. Enemy losses were heavy but indeterminate. The 
total enemy force engaged consisted of approximately 1800, 
Our forces w.ere somewhat less, our losses (60 killed 100 
wounded) somewhat greater. But for the good judgment of 
senior commanders present our losses might will have been 
much more severe*

In fairness to the enemy it must be stated that his 
forces were well handled, this occasion being the only one 
in which he ever demonstrated a capacity for maneuver. The 
great lesson however is to be found embodied in the passage 
in Field Service Regulations which warns against "drifting . . 
aimlessly into action" for In last analysis it is to be 
observed that this battle was unpremeditated and was fought 
without a definite purpose other than the natural one of 
closing with the enemy at once and upon every occasion, 
in apologia.however it should be pointed out that these re-? 
flections are entirely retrospective in character, made from 
the comfortable vantage point of hindsight and free from the 
stress and strain, misapprehensions and uncertainties which 
accompanied the actual events. Annex C shows the disposition 
and movements of units during this operation.

Third Aotlpn_on the Matanlkau.

In the days immediately following the action on 27 
September the perimeter defenses were substantially completed 
thus releasing troops in sufficient numbers to warrant a 
resumption of the offensive? Indications were that the enemy 
was present in growing force in the. area between the Katanlkau 
and Bonegi rivers and was preparing to attack. He ^as also 
active east of the Matanlkau. There was dally bickering between 
opposing patrols and It required increasingly large forces to 
reconnoiter the. line of the river. As troops became available 
it was planned to launch an attack across the Katanikau , 
seizing Kokumbona and driving the enemy beyond the Poha River. 
If the operation succeeded a permanent garrison would be left 
at Kokumbona to deny the enemy access to the several trails 
emanating from the village by which he could, reach the upper 
Lunga to attack us from the south.

The p'lan involved an attack as follows:

Fifth Marines (less 1st Sn) to advance to and hold the 
 line.of the river prepared to cross on division order.

The Whaling .3-roup' (Whaling) consisting of 3d 3n 2d Marines
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 and the Division Scout-Sniper Detachment to follow 5th Marines 
initially then turning inland to cross the river near the 
first stream junction (Nippon Bridge) an attack to.the north 
along the first ridge west of the river'.

Seventh Marines (less 3d Bn) to follow.across the river 
and attack to the north with battalions abreast simultaneously 
with and on the left of the Whaling Group.

Aircraft and artillery support to be carefully planned 
and coordinated. ,

The operation to be conducted under division control, 
(See Annex D Operation Plan No\ 2-4-2). ',

If the 'initial envelopment succeeded it was expected to 
pass.5th Marines through the assault force to continue the 
attack toward. "Kokumbo'-na.

It was also anticipated that if the attack moved -rapidly 
a considerable hostile force would be trapped between the 
village and the river and that- in any event the hostile- 
preparations for attack would be upset,

Artillery fires were carefully planned and air control 
parties were improvised and trained to accompany the ground . 
forces to take over the function of air - ground llriaon, 
Meanwhile, in preparation for the attack, troops were withdrawn 
from defensive sectors and assembled for movement. To maintain 
the defense 7th Marines left, one battalion to cover its normal 
regimental sector while to the west of the Lunga the line was 
withdrawn to the main switch position thus releasing 3d Bn 
1st Marines and two battalions of the 5th Marines for offensive 
action. All preparations for the attack were completed by 
nightfall 6 October by which time the supporting artillery 
was reported in position.

On 7 October at 0700-the attack force moved out along 
the coast astride the Government Track. Shortly after 10 
o'clock the advance guard, 3d Bn 5th Marines (Bowen) made 
contact with an enemy force several hundred yards east of 
the Matanikau Paver. The advance guard developed its attack 
and began to push the enemy force slowly to the west. Some 
of the enemy fell back across the mouth of the river but 
a part o-f the force was trapped 'with its back to the river and 
could not be -dislodged by nightfall.

Meanwhile 2d Bn, 5th Marines moved to the left of the 
3d Bn and advanced to the line of the river without opposition. 
The whaling G^roup and 7th Marines also turned to the -south, and 
moved to bivouac"areas after disposing of some slight resistance.

There was little activity during the night except that
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some concern was felt over the fact that the enemy was 
stubbornly clinging to a small bridgehead east of the river 
and about '400 yards from its mouth. They were surrounded by 
elements of 3d'Bn 5th Marines which held" the right of the 
regimental line but their presence was a source of danger 
and it was decided to reinforce the '5th Marines with a 
raider company from the division reserve* Throughout the 
night the 5th Marines pretended to be preparing crossings 
of the river by manifesting unusual activity during the 
night. From time to time amphibian tractors were used to 
indicate movement of tanks to attack positions at the 
eastern end of the bar acros.s the mouth of the river. It 
was hoped by these deceptions to''diyert the enemy's attention 
from the movements of the enveloping force.

Unfortunately for us the following day, October 3, was   
a day of torrential and continuous downpour. Mud in the 
valleys and the wet slippery grass on the steep coral ridges 
 reduced the progress of the enveloping force to a snail's 
pace. This was to have been D day but it was obvious that 
all.troops would not reach their jump off positions before 
late afternoon. The attack had of necessity to be postponed 
until daylight 9 October. This unavoidable delay would enable 
.the enemy to pull back and escape th'e envelopment or redispose 
his force to meet it.

Meanwhile in the 5th Marines area along the river little 
progress had been made in clearing up the group of enemy still 
holding out with their backs to the river. At 1800 as 
positions were being consolidated for the night this force 
attempted, to break out and escape across-the river over the 
sandspit. The breakthrough was delivered against a lightly, 
held portion of the line in an area of thick jungle. In the 
gathering darkness there was a short hand to hand fight 
between a small 'group of. raiders who held this point and 
overwhelming numbers of Japanese. Most of the raiders were 
killed but only after inflicting heavy losses on the enemy. 
The surviving Japanese broke through but only to find 
themselves trapped on the inside of the wire barricade which 
we had erected across the sandspit. Here they were disposed 
of.in a fight which continued into the night. " Some escaped , 
but 67 dead were found in the wire the next morning. .Else 
where the night was quiet except for intermittent sniping 
and machine gun fire*

The same day was also marked by the receipt of dis 
turbing, news from other quarters. It appeared . that the- 
enemy W8.s on the point of executing an all-out attempt to re 
cover Guadalcanal by a combined land, sea and air operation. 
There was great activity in Rabaul attended by large con 
centrations of transports and combatant vessels, 'fe were 
warned to expect the worst and soon. The attack might take
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the form of an assault on Lunga Point, a fresh landing to 
the east, or a reinforcement of forces already engaged on 
the west. There was likewise the possibility of a 'landing 
between the Matanlkau and Lunga Point to cut off our forces 
engaged in the- river operation..

It was plainly necessary to assemble a strong resorve 
and keep it in hand to meet any contingency, Henue> in 
accordance with these changes in circumstances, ^i'- r plan for 
the attack on the next day was modified as folio*a ;

To continue the attack, as. planned until the env-elopment 
was complete but to undertake no further movement to the 
west.-

The,' maneuvering force to withdraw on order in successive 
echelons along the coast after the envelopment was completed.

To hold the 5th Marines in position along the 'river to 
cover this withdrawal instead of passing it through in a 
continuation of the attack to the west as originally planned.

The attack on the morning -of the 9th was launched under 
favorable circumstances. The weather had cleared; the troops 
had enjoyed a full nights' rest and supporting fires were 
well coordinated. The advance was rapid and what little 
re-sistance was encountered was quickly swept aside by the 
flanking direction of the attack. On the right the Whaling 
C-roup advanced to the northeast along the ridge west of the 
river and secured the western end of the crossing. It met 
only scattered resistance and it'was evident that the enemy 
had pulled back. .In the center 2& Bn 7th Marines (Hanneken) 
encountered resistance in the vicinity of Matanikau Village 
but his attack carried through to the vicinity of point 
Cruz. On the left 1st Bn 7th Marine's (Puller) also encountered 
resistance and. when it had gained the high ground overlooking 
the coast found itself confronted with a. strong force, 
occupying assembly positions in the wooded, ravines en his 
left, and to his front. Puller placed, intensive concentrations 
of mortar fire in the ravine to his left while he called 
for artillery fire to cover his front. The enemy wore 
unable to launch their counterattack and broke-- formation 
running up the open slopes of the ridge forming the opposite 
side of the ravine. While ascending the slopes they were 
taken under heavy machine gun fire and driven back to the 
cover of -the ravine leaving many dead and wounded behind 
them. This process was repeated until the supply of mortar 
ammunition was exhausted, and the battalion began its with 
drawal in accordance with orders received during the .rnornj ngr 
LtCol» Puller could only estimate en^my-losses out a diary 
taken .from the body of a Japanese field officer killed, in 
a. later battle stated that his regiment ('4th Infantry) lost 
690 men killed in this engagement.
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\ The withdrawal was accomplished smoothly and according 
t» plan, ,5th Marines covering the movement of Whaling Group, 
2d Bn 7th Marines and 1st Bh 7th Marines, in the order named. 
The entire enveloping force,was east of the river and. enroute 
to Lunga Point by. 1400. Fifth Marines remained in position 
covering the river.

Analysis of Action

In this operation our losses over the entire three day 
period were 65 killed in action and 125 wounded. A con 
servatively revised estimate: enemy losses would place them at 
approximately 900 men killed;. 'As actually carried out the 
operation partook more of the nature of a raid on a large 
scale than a conventional attack. Its final purpose also 
resembled that of a raid i.e. to inflict losses and dislocate 
enemy plans.

The enemy had obviausly been planning an offensive 
enterprise of some description as evidenced by his increased 
activity since 27 September. Exactly what was in preparation 
tms not known until immediately after tha, battle when a 
copy of an operation order was taken from the bedy of a Japanese 
officer. (Annex 5). From a study of this order it appears 
that the enemy were preparing an attack which, by a strange 
coincidence) was scheduled for 6 October, the day originally 
set for our own attack and using a similar scheme of maneuver. 
One battalion of the 4th Infantry was to secure the Nippon 
Bridge near the first stream junction and advance to Mount 
Austin (Mambula), A second battalion was to force the 
crossing at the rivermouth while the remaining battalion in 
reserve covered the coast line to prevent a. 'landing. The 
Oka, detachment, equivalent to a, lightly reinforced regiment, 
was to operate in an undetermined area, probably on the right 
of the 4th, The entire operation was under the direction 
of the 2d Division and had. as its purpose the seizure of 
the island. T-he mission of the 4th Regiment was to seize 
positions east of the river permitting employment of the- 
divisional artillery to neutralize the air field as the first 
step in the reconquest of Guadalcanal, There was apparently 
a general reserve available for exploitation. It probably 
consisted of the 29th Infantry and may have been posted to 
the west of Kokunbona along the Bonegi and Balesuna Rivers. 
In any event the fortuitous event of our being beforehand in 
our attack was to have a profound effect upon subsequent 
operations,

Establishment: of r the Forward Battle Position

The establishment of a strong defensive position along 
the Matanikau had long been planned and our experiences in the 
fighting of 27 September and 9 October again emphasized the
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importance of occupying and holding this river line as a means 
of securing the airfield from effective artillery fire. The 
captured order indicated plainly that it was the enemy's 
intention to adopt the course we feared most - interdiction of 
air operations by artillery fire. By holding the enemy west 
of the river we could deny him the effective use of all except 
the heavier calibers of artillery and it wa.s consequently de 
cided to hold the river line at all times and at any cost. 
The anticipated arrival of reinforcements in the 'form of the 
164th Infantry Regiment, U.S» Army, now permitted us to proceed 
with our plans.

The 5th Marines'(less 1st Battalion) had occupied the river 
since 7 October. It was not withdrawn on 9 October upon com 
pletion of the last operation but remained in place after cover 
ing the withdrawal of the enveloping force. .Over the period 
of the next few days it was relieved by the McKelvey Group 
consisting of 3d. Bn, 1st Marines (McKelvey), and 3d Bn; 7th 
Marines (Williams) and elements of the Special 'Weapons Battalion,

To hold the line of the river with two battalions was a 
difficult problem. The Government Track along the coast 
which crosses the river .at the mouth was the only feasible 
route of movement for hostile tanks and heavy guns; other 
routes would not permit the passage of wheeled equipment* 
In consequence the bar at the river mouth thus became the key 
terrain feature.of the entire campaign for as long as we held 
it we held the river, protected the airfield, and, in the last 
analysis, held the island. Three to five battalions could 
have been employed to advantage but were not available ae 
it is to bo remembered that we were simultaneously engaged 
in preparations to meet a large scale attack from Rabaul and 
were required to keep a large reserve in hand for this emergency.

With only two battalions available a compromise scheme 
of defense was inevitable. If we built- up a strong center of 
resistance at the river mouth capable of all around defense 
It would be comparatively simple for a force crossing up 
stream to surround and reduce it. On the other hand an 
attenuated front along the entire river line would be subject 
to penetration and defeat in detail as the terrain inland was 
so precipitous and broken as to prevent the rapid movement of 
reserves. Such a line would also be exposed at its moat vital 
point if a landing were made in the rear of those engaged in 
the defense of the river mouth. The decision reached was to 
construct a horseshoe position with its front covering the 
.line of the river from the mouth to the Nippon Bridge, its 
right flank refused along the beach and its left flank 
slightly refused and resting on.high ground overlooking the 
first stream Junction. This barred the two most import-mi, 
points of crossing, but did not prevent the possibility of 
an outflanking operation as there were known to be other



i
crossings above the Nippon Bridge. NoJ?.§._2*

The forward position was energetically developed- Fields 
of fire were cleared on the opposite bank: to make difficult 
the approach to a crossing or the movement of bridging materials. 
The vicinity of the Nippon Bridge and. the 'high ground on the 
opposite shore near the mouth were planted with booby traps 
and an ingeniously contrived system of electrically controlled 
anti-personnel mines* Two barriers of anti-tank mines were 
placed across the sandbar, which was also covered with the 
fire of emplaced 37rnm anti-tank guns with a 75mm half-track 
concealed in readiness nearby. At night the bar was illuminated 
with headlights taken from abandoned amphibian tractors and 
arranged in banks protected by sandbag screens. The beach was 
wired in and defended for a distance of several hundred yards. 
The interval between the termination of the beach defenses and 
the defenses at Lunga P.oint was covered at night by patrols. 
(Annex F is an overlay showing the details of organization of 
this position)* Note 3.

Revision of ..the Lunga Point Perimeter

Simultaneously with the construction of the. Matanikau 
position every'effort was made to Improve and strengthen the 
perimeter defenses particularly in the area west of the Lunga. 
The arrival of the 164th Infantry on 13 October was the occasion 
for a complete revision of the defensive plan* Division Operation 
.Order No. 12-42 of 13 October (Annex G-) divided the readjusted 
perimeter into 5 regimental sectors. The remainder were inland 
sectors, two on each side of'the Lunga. This had the effect of 
increasing strength west of the Lunga by one regiment. All beach 
defense activities were consolidated under 3d Defense Battalion 
(Pepper) although there was no change in the occupation of sub- 
sectors. This grouping of the variegated beach defense elements 
under one experienced command was logical in view of the inter 
locking -and closely related functions of beach defense install 
ations, coastal defense batteries and anti-aircraft establishments. 
A motorized division reserve of one battalion was maintained at 
all times. In addition each infantry regiment was required to 
hold in reserve one. battalion available for division employment. 
Note 4.

Note 2; It would however, delay such a movement a.s th~. route to 
be followed would be circuitous and difficult and exposed in part 
to our observation and fire.

Note o.c The Nippon Bridge was the Japanese name for -oho first 
crossing above the mouth. The "Bridge" consisted of two palm 
loga laid across the river at a narrow point where tho steep banks 
rocoded. sufficiently to permit a'descent to stream l>r>-oi ft

N.?..L£:._i : During this period 1st Marine Raider Battalion was 
V/iTcuated from Guadalcanal after its long period of outstanding 
service.
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Enemy Activity

Following his defeat on 9 October the enemy withdrew to 
positions west of Matanikau Village and our patrols roamed un 
challenged over the ridges west of the river. Elsewhere, however, 
he was increasingly active. Air raids Increased in duration and 
intensity. Our air forces engaged in daily attacks on the 
"Cactus Express" taking a heavy toll of ships and planes but 
with oriental singleness of purpose the enemy persisted in his 
course without regard to losses.

On the night of 11-12 October a friendly naval task force 
(Admiral Scott) surprised the "express" and inflicted heavy 
losses in a night engagement which lit up the skies to the west. 
This was the first move to contest Japanese naval supremacy in- the ' 
Solomons and the fact and outcome of the battle were most heart 
ening. On 12 October there was a two hour air attack as four 
waves of bombers escorted by zeros attacked our positions*

At sunset 13 October long range enemy artillery of heavy 
calibre opened fire on the airfield from positions near Kokumbona. 
Use of the main field was interdicted for the time being and it 
became necessary to conduct operations from the new fighter 
strip recently constructed to the east.

During the &ame night the Lunga Point area was subjected 
to a. punishing ships' gunfire and artillery bombardment. The 
combined Japanese fleet consisted of four to six battleships, 
several cruisers and numerous destroyers which pounded our positions 
with intensive concentrations for one hour and twenty minutes. 
The accuracy and volume of fire were remarkable. Cruiser planes 
hung overhead illuminating the target area with flares and doubt-r- . 
lossly spotting for the larger vessels. Fighter and bomber strips, 
dispersal areas, dumps and the vicinity of division headquarters 
appeared to be the special target of attack. Our losses were 41 
killed with considerable damage to planes particularly bombard 
ment types.

On the following day a heavily escorted convoy of seven 
large transports was sighted enroute to Guadalcanal. Our few 
available planes were able to make one attack before sunset 
sinking one large transport and damaging another.

At daylight the following morning, 15 October, five enemy 
transports were observed unloading troops and supplies in the 
vicinity of Tassafaronga - Doma Reef ten miles west of Lunga 
Point, Our small force of fighters and dive bombers made repeated 
attacks on the enemy transports divi'ag _ through the canopy -oi" 
anti-aircraft fire put up by shore batteries and' esoort vessels 
despite the attacks of zero fighters which arrived in relays to 
cover the transport area. By 1100 one transport was sunk and 
two were beached and 'buring fiercely. The remaining two broke 
off the action and stood out to sea with their escort. As they
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proceeded toward Savo a formation of B-17's attacked and. scored 
a direct hit on one of the transports which began to burn. This 
action 'which resulted in a partial although considerable reinforce 
ment of the enemy on Guadalcanal demonstrated the need for addition 
al aircraft for patrol and baombardrnent and m'ore effective methods 
of dispersal and protection. A sufficient number'of planes would 
have enabled us to destroy or turn back the approaching forces 
in. a single attack. However, on 14 October we had available no 
patrol planes and the available striking force of dive-bombers 
was greatly reduced by the necessity of employing them on patrol 
missions.

Enemy activity continued unabated during the days following- . 
15 October. There were repeated naval bombardments and daily attacks 
by aircraft. Hostile artillery fire increased in volume and in 
accuracy. We could do little in the way of ground activity. The 
old troops were exhausted, the new arrivals not yet ready to 
undertake active operations. Malaria was becoming critical and 
there were frequent cases of battle neuroses arising from the 
constant pounding at our position" from land, sea and air. The 
enemy was in great force and it was necessary to await develop 
ments. '

In addition to the action on the 12th of October naval forces 
gave considerable support during this trying period. Small task 
forces bombarded the Japanese held coast line from Kokumbona to 
Cape Esperance burning large quantities of hostile supplies 
brought ashore on. the 15th. Motor torpedo boats although few 
in numbers, made repeated and gallant attempts to break up the 
"Cactus express" and inflicted considerable damage in their 
nightly attacks on hostile surface vessles.

Operations from Tulagi

After the initial assault on the islands of the Tulagi area 
and the cleaning out of the stubborn resistance encountered there, 
activities based on Tulagi were confined entirely to amphibious 
patrols. There were no air attacks, no enemy landing attempts 
and only spasmodic shelling from light enemy surface craft. 
The facilities for berthing seaplanes at G-avutu were utilized 
frequently by Naval PBYs and after 12 October Tulagi was used as 
a base for Naval patrol torpedo boats.

Two of the amphibious patrols from Tulagi stand out as 
noteworth, the patrol to Koilatumaria (G-urabusa) of 9 October, 
and the patrol to Cape Astrolabe on Malaita of 2 November.

Native reports indicated that there was a Japanese con 
centration at G-urabusa at the mouth of the Gurabusa River 
(between twenty and thirty miles from Lunga Point) and another 
at the village of Koilatumaria, some five miles west along the



north coast of Guadalcanal. Accordingly a combat unit of four 
officers and 430 men from'the First Battalion, Second Marines, 
under Lieutenant Colonel Hill was detailed to.seek and destroy 
the enemy force. In eight'Higgins boats"towed by two YP boats 
Colonel Hill's unit departed from Tulagi for Guadalcanal at 1540 on 9 October c

The plan was to land at dawn at Aola> then divide the command into two groups which were to proceed through the hills inland 
and strike simultaneously at Koilatumaria-and Gurabusa. One YP boat with its tow landed on schedule cat dawn. The other had one 
of the Higgins boats in its tow founder with a loss of one 
officer (Lieutenant F*S. Parks), fourteen marines and three 
naval personnel. Searching for survivors, it was delayed in its arrival until about twelve noon.

Leaving "C" Company'(Captain R.Y. Stafford) to make the 
short march to Gurabusa the next day, Colonel Hill took the 
remainder of his force into the hills inland and started our for 
Kollatumaria. The terrain was unexpectedly rough and the force 
did not .arrive at the village until about 1600 the next day. One enemy officer was killed, installations and earthworks for a force of perhaps two hundred were found in and around the village, but except for the single officer no other Japanese were found, Colone 
Hill lost one enlisted man killed and one officer wounded.

Meantime, Captain Stafford, having bivouacked at Aola, had started out at dax-m for Guarbusa, arriving and attacking it at 
about 1200, Thirty Japanese were killed, and a large asoar>t of 
arms, equipment, documents, and radio material oapuu-recU The 
only Marine casulaties were Captain Stafford killed, and one man 
slightly wounded. " '

Colonel Hill's unit returned to Tulagi on the twelfth, leaving a combat patrol of four officers and 87 enlisted men under 
the command of Lieutenant Thomas M» Lienweber to proceed from Aola 
to Lunga Point via the Government trail along the shore. This 
patrol returned to Tulagi from Guadalcanal on 19 October 

Native reports having indicated the presence of a Japanese 
coast watcher station at Cape Astrolabe on Malaita Island, a 
patrol of men under First Lieutenant J.W, Grain from Company I, 
Second Marines, set out from Tulagi on 2 November in two native 
schooners. The patrol landed a nights march from the reported 
Japanese camp, and, guided by friendly natives arrived in 
positions for attack befo're daylight. The Japanese were taken by. surprise and their coastwatcher detachment wiped out, twenty .  ' being killed and one captured. The patrol returned to Tulagl 
on 6 November with large amounts of captured equipment, arms, radio materila and documents.



Aside from these two operations, patrols from Tulagi were 
routine combat and reconnaissance sorties with no large hostile 
concentrations encountered, Florida Island was the area in 
which most of this patrolling took plac3> for the donee jungles 
of the larger island haci afforded a refuge to the scattered 
Japanese who escaped from Tulagi, Gavutu and Tanambogo at the 
beginning of the operation? The natives of Florida Island were 
completely sympathetic to the allied nations cause and it 
was through native guides that most of the -Japanese were rounded 
up.

For the men of the Second Marines itfho were stationed' on 
Tulagi throughout most of the occupation the Florida patrols 
afforded excellent training in jungle warfare. Such operations 
were in progress on Florida Island constantly.

An outline of contacts by patrols from Tulagi follows:

16 August; Mopping'up operations conducted at Halavo, Port 
Purvis and Bungana. Mo armed enemy encountered. 
Natives delivered three prisoners to Port Purvis 
patrol. Large dump of aviation gasoline captured 
at Halavo. Patrols to Harora rescued one Marine 
from USS Qulncy*

17 August; Patrol to Vlua Point found a dummy two inch gun
emplacement, Killed four Japanese, and six escaped, 
Three hundred and fifty-six arms with ammunition 
destroyed.

18 August; Tanavola Point(Sandfly Passage) raided success 
fully. Complete surprise. Killed four Japa.ne^3e  
Captured radio set and two boats. .Camp and stores 
destroyed. Raider company on Florida pursuing about 
fifty Japanese. One platoon on way to East Point, 
(later) Patrol to East Point reports enemy camp 
evacuated.

20 August; Raider patrol returned from Florida Island, Enemy 
contact negligible. Hostile force believed to be 
scattered and poorly equipped.

24 August; Florida Island patrols continuing. No contacts.

26 August; Florida Island patrols relieved* Encountered a 
few poorly equipped disorganized Japanese.

27 August; Observation detachment established at Manaluva Feint-
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17 Sept ember j Six Japanese aviation personnel 
Kaein/oanols Island.

captur

19 September; Patrol mao.e contact at G-umuarea with ar-meci enemy
detachment.. Seven Japanese killed, thirty-three 
escaped. One native policemen of our patrol killed.

23 September;- Patrol made contact with small enemy detachment 
near East Point-, on Florida Island. Killed four 
Japanese. Suffered no casualties.

28 September; Patrol killed five Japanese at Hara.ro. Suffered 
no casualties.

6 October;

17 October;

Outpost detachment detailed to Sio'ta Mission to 
observe North shore of Florida Island.

Three Japanese aviation personnel captured from 
rubber raft.

These operations did much to consolidate our hold on the 
southern Solomons at a time when the larger forces were pre 
occupied by the necessity.of prevailing in the long struggle for 
possession of Guadalcanal. They represented a contribution far 
exceeding that which would be indicated by the small numbers 
engaged.

Imp.rovement in,. :Pat_rg_lling

At the beginning of this period our patrols were still 
far from satisfactory. In general their actions were clumsy and 
their Inexperienced leaders were either overcautious or bold to 
the point of rashness. Missions were not always carefully re 
garded; some leaders always looked for, and usually found, a 
fight, others avoided action. In either event little useful 
informaticn was obtained. It appeared that the priceless ex 
perience of continuous years of bush warfare in Haiti, Santo 
Domingo and Nicaragua had been entirely lost due to the influx, 
of young officers and men. during mobilization.

At about this time Colonel ¥. J. Whaling an experienced jungle 
fighter, hunter and woodsman came due for reassignment by reason 
of, promotion to full Colonel's rank. As no regiment was immediate 
ly avrliable for him he volunteered to create a. scout-sniper de 
tachment as the first step in bringing about the needed improve 
ment. He personally selected a few volunteers from each ba^ta-iicn 
ana assisted by a few junior officers and veteran NCO'ts estab 
lished and schooled his detachment and leaA it on patrol. Physi 
cally tireless, his leadership and enthusiasm attractec a x'ine 
type of man capable of training others. As they became experi 
enced these men were returned to their units



where they quickly spread the gospel of long marches, light 
equipment and scant rations,/'- The re suit. was an immediate and 
noticeable improvement in patrols and a desire for patrol duty 
despite its hazards and hard-shipsv The men soon became con 
fident of their superiority to the enemy in Jungle operations 
and demonstrated it upon every occasion* Never again were we 
to lose a patrol by ambush ajnd before the end of our occupation 
the Japanese were to acquire on their own part a morbid fear of 
meeting us in the Jungle,

The Night Battles of October

After the landing on 15 October it was a foregone conclusion 
that the enemy would attack soon and in great strength. A cap 
tured map, for example,, indicated a three pronged drive by a force 
of three divisioiif*. One to attack from the' east, one from the west, 
and one from the south down the Lunga. However, the evidence was 
equivocal and subject to varying interpretations. There were no 
signs of fresh forces to the.east,. Since Koilotumaria the area 
had feeen clear and the natives had returned to their gardens. 
The/native police covered the area and rep&rted frequently from 
their headquarters at Aola; There were- large forces to the -^- 
west but to the south constant patrols,, air and ground, report-ecr*"^ 
no troops along the Lunga-'except the usual bands of dispirited, 
half starved, poorly armed stragglers and deserters, the killing 
of such groups being of daily occurrence. Beyond these small, 
parties of "vagabonds" as they were commonly termed there were 
none of the unmistakable signs of fresh Japs on the Lunga,-

As late as 23 October all signs pointed to a strong arid 
concerted attack from the west. Enemy ground activity increased 
at a rapid rate. Artillery fire was increasing although counter- 
battery by two batteries of recently arrived 155mm guns was 
effective in pushing back his largest gun (mobile 150mm), causing 
him to make frequent shifts of position and .destroying-some 
guns outright. The forward battle position on the Matanikau was 
a particular target and following a barrage at the rlvermouthj 
at sunset on 21 October an attack was launched .by nine tanks 
.supported by infantry. This attack was broken up at the outset, 
the enemy losing one tank. On the next day the bombardment 
continued with losses to us of six killed and twenty-five 
wounded. The following day, 23 October, was quiet until 1800 
when the heaviest concentration yet experienced was placed on 
our positions at the mouth of the river,, along the Government 
Track and on rear area installations of the forward battle posltip/

After dark when the barrage lifted eighteen ton medium 
tanks supported by infantry attempted to force their way across 
the sand spit as the first step in what appeared to be a form of 
the well known Japanese "filleting 11 type of attack i.e» an 
attack by armored forces followed by masses of infantry delivered 
on a narroxtf front astride the defenders only row*e of coramunicatlo.



Tills contingency had been anticipated and provided for. Anti 
tank guns swept the sand spit and truned'back repeated attacks. 
To break up the following infantry formation .a prearranged 
barrage of ten batteries of artillery was placed along the Track 
from the river to a point beyond Point Cruz. It was maintained 
almost continuously throughout the attack and was repeated 
at intervals during the night. By ten o'clock the attack had 
been definitely checked. The sand spit was littered with the 
wreckage of nine hostile tanks. Only one tank succeeded in 
breaking through our wire* As it passed over a fox-hole 
occupied by a young Marine the latter placed a hand grenade 
beneath the track and damaged it. A 75mm half-track coming 
up out of the darkness then engaged the tank driving it' into the 
water and destroying it by close range fire. Nothing more was 
seen of the hostile Infantry and the battle came to a close 
by midnight except for an attempt by a. small force to cross the 
river at a'point several hundred yards inland which was easily 
broken up.

Japanese losses during, this night cannot be accurately 
assessed. There were nine burned out tanks and a number of 
enemy dead on the sancL&ar next morning. The effectiveness of 
our. artillery fire could not be estimated for several days when 
it became possible to patrol to Point Cruz. The first patrol 
sent out reported several hundred dead still lying along the 
road where they had been caught by our barrage. It also found 
three additional tanks destroyed by artillery.

All of the night's action had taken place in front of the 
3d Battalion> 1st Marines; On the left In.the sector held 
by the adjacent battalion (3d Battalion, 7th Marines) the 
night passed quietly with no attempt being'made to force the 
Nippon Bridge. At first daylight ,h-r.wev.'er f ,a long enemy column 
was observed moving across a bare ridge to the left rear of 
the battalion position and disappearing into a heavily wooded 
ravine* As was to have been expected the enemy had crossed 
during the night by' one of the crossings above the Nippon 
Bridge.

Aircraft and artillery were employed to attack this force 
but the extent of cover available was such as to make the results 
doubtful, rt was a strong force and would obviously be able to 
make an attack after nightfall against the rear of the forward 
battle position*

It happened that on the previous day the 7th Marines (Sims) 
(less 3d Battalion) had singled up its lines by turning thsir 
entire regimental defensive sector east of the Lunga over to 
the 1st Battalion and had started for the Matanikau for the 
purpose of relieving 3d Battalion, 1st Marines. This routine



relief had been planned in order to regain organic unity and 
provide more adequate command facilities by holding the forward 
battle position with 7th Marines.(less one battalion) 0 This 
fortuitous circumstance enabled us to revise our plans without 
delay. Colonel Sims was informed of the new situation and 
directed to employ his 2d Battalion (Hanneken) to eover 
the flank and rear of the forward battle positionby taking up 
a defensive position along the high ridge which faces to the. 
south arid forms a natural and continuous left flank extension 
of the forward battle position sharply refused in the direction 
of the main perimeter defenses.

This .ridge constituted a strong natural position, The 
escarpment oa the side toward the enemy facing was precipitous 
and formidable. There was little time for construction of 
defenses and the battalion took up a linear defense facing south* 
On the right it established a tenuous connection with the 3d 
Battalion, 7th Marines, On the left a gap existed between the 
battalion and the perimeter sector held by 5th Malnres, This 
was closed the following day by a readjustment of front on the 
part of 5th Marines, The 3d Battalion, 1st Marines and 3d 
Battalion, 7th Marines remained in their previous positions. 
All operations in the area were placed under command'of GOj 
7th Marines, (For an overlay showing these dispositions and 
the subsequent action see Annex H). Action on the 24th 
October was confined largely to artillery and aricraft* The 
night passed quietly along the Matanikau but the battle flared 
up anew elsewhere.

The decision to leave only one battalion in place in the 
7th Marines sector of the perimeter defenses had been carefully 
considered. This sector was a dangerous one due.to its 
proximity to the airfield and was singled up only after all 
reports indicated that no enemy forces were on the upper Lunga. 
Reconnaissance had been extremely thorough. In addition to 
local'patrols by 7th Marines two detachments of native scouts 
were sent far up the river, A three day divisional patrol 
composed of Scout-Snipers and an independent patrol by the 
5th Marines had also scoured the area. Except for tike-"killing 
of a few "vagabonds" these patrols submitted negative reports 
and the native scouts sent back no message as to any contacts, . 
It was accordingly believed that the upper Lunga was clear.

By nightfall on 24 October there were two significant 
.developments. A man who had strayed from a 7th Marines patrol 
reported that he had observed a Japanese officer studying our 
positions along Edson's ridge through field glasses, A soout 
sniper returning from the upper Lunga reported sighting the smoke 
of many rice fires arising from the jungle in the vicinity of 
the *Big Bend" a local descriptive term for a point several miles 
upstream where the course of the Lunga forms an .exaggerated 
horse-shoe.



At about 2130 there was a brief outburst of firing coming 
from the direction of an advanced post south east of Edson's 
Ridge. This was followed by a strong attack at 0030 delivered 
on a narrow front against the left center of the sector .itself. 
At this point the perimeter cuts through a dense Jungle flat 
extending from Edson's Ridge eastward to the line of the Tenaru 
which was held by the 164th Infantry, It was manifest that, a 
strong attack was in progress against this thinly held sector.

Artillery concentrations were at once placed in front of 
the threatened area and were maintained in considerable depth 
throughout the night. The reserve battalion of the adjacent 
regiment, 164th Infantry, was directed to reinforce the 1st 
Battalio^ 7th Marines immediately with instructions to commit 
it by detachments in support of the threatened point. This 
involved a difficult night movement in a heavy rainstorm and it 
was 0330 before the battalion reached-the 7th Marines sector.

Meanwhile the garrison made every effort to strengthen the 
defense with every means at its disposal. Small local reserves 
were used as reinforcements and mortar fire was used to supple 
ment the automatic weapons in support of the main line of re 
sistance* As units of the reinforcing battalion reached the scene 
they were guided into position and entered into the fire fight.

The action continued until 0700,. 25 October at which time 
the situation x^as stabilized. There had been minor penetrations 
by small groups but it was not believed that any organized force 
had broken through. The wire was piled high with enemy dead*

The daylight hours were spent in reorganizing the front . 
and mopping up behind our lines. The left battalion sector 
was assigned to the reinforcing Army battalion while the 1st 
Battalion, 7th Marines contracted its front to the right 
battalion sector, As there had been considerable inter-mingling 
of units'during the attack it was almost nightfall before both 
positions were consolidated. During the day Marine patrols iktllad 
67 .enemy snipers and members of small bands which had broken 
through during the night.

The heavy rain which ao.companied this attack had the effect 
of grounding all aricraft the following morning due to the 
condition of the fighter strip. This field had no natural 
drainage and unlike the temporarily abandoned bomber strip, 
was not yet matted. In. consequence take-off was impossible* 
The enemy had apparently anticipated the effect of the weather 
on our air defenses for he was quick to take advantage of his 
opening. It was "Condition Red" all day with zeros and bombers 
arriving in relays to at.tack the field. One dive bombing attack 
was particularly effective in destroying a number of planes 
parked in regular formation along the edge of the bomber strip.



Fortunately this target was the "bone" yard" of the airdrome 
and the planes "destroyed" consisted1 foerely of a series of 
wrecks and crashes arranged as dummies to deceive the enemy. 
Operational planes suffered little losses the lessons of 
dispersal and camouflage had been well learned. At 1000 
three large enemy destroyers entered Lunga Sound and attacked 
two of our destroyers. The latter were old world war flush 
deckers entirely outranged and outgunned. They escaped through 
Sea Lark Channel in a running gun duel. The enemy destroyers 
then sank two small auxiliaries including the "Seminole" and 
engaged our shore batteries. The latter scored three hits on 
the leading destroyer. Meanwhile three of our fighters which had 
managed to take-off attacked the destroyers with machine gun 
fire. The destroyers retired to the west.

Thereafter there was a continuous series of dog fights 
overhead interspersed with strafing attacks on the field. 
The condition of the field improved rapidly and as additional 
planes took the air our forces soon gained the upper hand, 
although the fight continued until late afternoon. Anti 
aircraft fire destroyed 5 enemy planes while our fighters 
accounted for 22. Dive bombers, Pr-39's and P-400's carried 
out four bombardment missions against approaching enemy 
naval forces sinking one heavy cruiser and seriously damaging 
another. The day, which began so badly for us ended in success 
due to the skill and audacity of our air force. This was the 
last of a continuous series of daily air attacks; thereafter 
the enemy approached the field only rarely and with obvious 
caution frequently Jettisoning his bombs in the sea upon the 
approach of our fighters.

During the night 25-26 October the enemy attacked in strength 
at^wo points. He renewed the-attack of the previous night south 
of the airfield and 3d Battalion ,164th Infantry and 1st Battalion 
7th Marines were engaged in heavy fighting throughout the night. 
This attack was even stronger than on the preceding -night but 
it was thrown back with terrific loss. On the Matanikau front 
the enemy force which had crossed the river during the night 
23-24 October attacked the positions held by 3d Battalion 
7th Marines and 2d Battalion 7th Marines (Annex H). The 
principal attack took the form of an attempt to drive the 
latter battalion from the ridge.. At one point a breakthrough 
was made and the enemy attempted to consolidate a position along 
the ridge. The only elements of the regiment available for 
counterattack comprised the headquarters group, the band and^ 
weapons company personnel* These diverse elements were hastily 
organized by a staff officer-(Conley) who lead a counterattack 
along the crest of the ridge. After a hand to hand struggle 
in the dark the enemy was driven off the ridge and the position 
restored.
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Additional attacks were made on succeeding nights "but these 
became progressively weaker and died away, By 28 October it 
was evident that the enemy had been finally defeated in every 
point of contact.

Analysis of Enemy Acti-on

The final enemy plan was to forco the perimeter by a major 
attack on the nouth preceded by a secondary attack on the weste 
The failure; of the western (Matanikau) attack was in part due 
to our own action on 5-.9 October which dislocated his plan to 
attack on the same date and secure the bank of the river.. The 
primary source of failure here however rested in.our own decision 
to organise and hold the Matanikau. The main attack on the south 
came as a surprise. Kow the enemy reached the upper Lunga un 
observed was revealed by the maps and diaries taken from the 
dead after the battle. To avoid using the regular trails 
the enemy had laboriously cut a new track through the Jungle 
well to the south of existing- trails. This route began at 
Mamara, a village west of Kokumbona, and lead to the head: 
of the Lunga. It traversed thick Jungle, and rugged mountains. 
At points ropes were necessary to climb and descend the 
precipitous slopes. The journey of some 35 miles required 
fourteen days to complete and- the troops were exhausted and short 
of rations before they reached the point of attack.

Thj.s force consisted of the Japanese 2nd Division reinforced 
with the Kawaguchl Detachment and was spearheaded by the 29th 
Infantry_  This latter was one of the most celebrated regiments 
of the Imperial Army and ncrted for Its physical hardihood (Note) 
yet it failed utterly in its first encounter with modern fire- 
power. The regiment was wiped out* The regimental Commander 
with a small party broke through our lines during the initial 
attack. Cut off from his regiment he wandered behind our lines 
for several days.. He eventually destroyed the regimental 
colors and committed suicide. On his body was found a diary 
pertinent extracts of which are reprinted here (Annex I). The 
best analysis of the- enemy plan from the enemy point of view 
however is to be found in Annex J (Translation of Diary of an 
officer of the 4th Infantry Regiment. It also contains inter 
esting disclosures as to enemy operations and shows Indications 
of -the progressive d&cline of enemy combat morale.

Jtote_: Service with this regiment was the basis for many articles 
written by Colonel Warren J« Clear, U.S. Army on the subject of 
the Japanese army. They have recently been widely reprinted to 
stress t,b.e physical perfection and endurance of the'Japanese 
soldier,  
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It is difficult to estimate the enemy losses. On the 
Mata.n3.kau he appears to have lost about five hundred killed 
by artillery fire in addition to a total of thirteen tanks. 
Fighting during succeeding nights .resulted in heavy additional 
losses. Colonel Hannekon counted two hundred twenty-seven dead 
in front of his position on the ridge. This figure does not 
include hundreds of additional todies lying in the clcr.se cover 
of the .r.win3,.. . Tiieae were neither counted nor "buried. Total 
enemy losses on the Ma'tanlkau during thin period can be conserv 
atively estimated at 1200 killed. Mont of these were from the 
4th Infantry and the Oka Unit.

On the other front 1200 bodies were buried after the battle* 
A  partial count of additional bodies lying in the woods indicate 
totalL losses of 2200 killed. Hundreds of wounded also died along 
the trails during the subsequent retreat. Th~ 29th and, 16th 
Infrotry regiments and the Kawaguchl detachment had been annihi 
lated 0

Return ptjlon_of Offensive Operation a

Following the successful termination of the defensive night 
battles the division returned promptly to the attack again with 
the mission of driving the enemy west of the Poha and with a . 
view of further operations based on Kokumbona de.signed to in 
tercept the retreat of survivors from the upper Lunga. The 
7th 'Marines and 3d Batialion, 1st Marines required rest and 
relief, the 164th Infantry was holding a long frontage on the 
eastern flank where fresh landings were expected. The 5til 
Marines alone were rested and available but were at too reduced 
strength to attempt the operation unassisted. To secure the 
necessary additional troops the 2nd Marines (Arthur) (less 3d 
Battalion*already on Guadalcanal) was brought from Tulagi. 
The 3d Battalion, 2nd Marines was returned to Tulagi for 
garrison duty and a well deserved resto For six weeks as mobile 
division.reserve it had been kept continually in motion, seldom 
spending two nights in the same bivouac and its services had^ 
been invaluable* The plan for the new attack appears in Division 
Operation Order No. 13-42 (Annex K) and was as follows:

To attack to the west at 0630, 1 November in column of 
regiments seizing Kokumbona and driving, the enemy west of the 
Poha River.

To have 3d Battalion, 1st Marines outpost the high ground 
we o>t of the Mstanikau River on the night of D-l day,

To have the engineers construct four bridges across the river 
during the night.



To have 5th Marines cross at daybreak and attack to the west,

To have 2nd Marines (less'3d Battalion) follow column in 
reserve.

To have Whaling Group (Scout-Snipers and 3d Battalion, ?th 
Marines) cross the Nippon Bridge and advance by inland routes 
protecting the left flank and prepared to assist the advance of 
5th Marines,

The attack was executed on schedule preceded by heavy 
artillery, air and naval bombardment. 5th Marines attacked with 
1st and 2nd Battalions in assault 1st Battalion.on the right. 
The 2nd Battalion met little opposition and advanced rapidly. 
On the right the 1st Battalion soon came under.heavy fire and 
became locked in a stubborn struggle with a. strong enemy force. 
By nightfall 2nd Battalion was considerably in advance of its 
neighboring battalion with the Whaling Group in position on 
its left flank. The attack was resumed the next morning by a 
maneuver as followsj

1st and 3d Battalions 5th Marines to continue attack within 
1st Battalion zone.

2nd Battalion, 5th Marines to attack to the north enveloping 
the resistance in the 1st Battalion zone.

The maneuver was successful and the enemy was forced to 
withdraw leaving a large pocket of resistance cut off in the 
vicinity of Point Cruz, This was mopped up the following day 
by 5th Marines who executed three bayonet assaults in the course 
of the afternoon. It is believed that these were the only three 
successful bayonet assaults of the campaign, the much vaunted 
charges of the enemy having invariably come to disaster. Enemy 
losses in this pocket were heavy, the 2nd Battalion alone killed 
187 enemy including 17 officers, one a Colcinel. Twelve 37mm 
guns, one field piece and 34 machine guns were captured. (Annex L)

Beginning the next day 5th Marines and Whaling Group were 
progressively replaced in line by 2nd Marines reinforced by 1st 
Battalion, 164th Infantry. The advance continued to make good 
progress on 4 November'and there was every prospect of capturing 
Kokumbona when other events enforced a temporary cessation of 
the attack. :

Operation in the East

It had long been expected that the Japanese 36th Division 
from Rabaul would attempt e. landing to the east of Lunga Point.
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On 1 November it was definitely established that a small cover 
ing force .would land east of Koli Point during the night 3-4 
November. To counter this enemy move orders were Issued for 
2d Battalion, 7th Marines (Hanneken) to proceed by forced march 
along the coast to the threatened locality. This battalion 
although tired by the fighting of the previous week at once took 
up the exhausting march to the east and was in position by night 
fall 3 November. It was a night of rain and low visibility but 
the silhouette of enemy ships, one cruiser, one transport and 
three destroyers appeared in the darkness at about 2200 and a 
troop landing began* Unfortunately the point of landing was 
somewhat to the east of Colonel Hanneken's position and he 
was forced to wait for daylight to engage the landing force. 
From the number of ships present it was obvious that the force 
was larger than expected. The action began at daybreak as the 
enemy moved to the'west. Colonel Hanneken inflicted severe 
losses upon the enemy but soon found himself heavily outnumbered 
and subjected to enemy artillery fire. In addition a smaller . 
enemy force appeared in his rear, apparently landed from one of 
the destroyers during the night. In a dogged rear guard action 
which continued throughout the day, the battalion fell back 
across the Metapona to a strong position along the west bank of 
the Malimbiu to await reinforcement.

Unfortunately information of this encounter did not reach 
Division Headquarters until mid-afternoon, on 4 November (See 
Journal Annex I). Air support was sent out at once and reinforce 
ments were dispatched to the east by boat during the remainder 
of the day and throughout the night. By morning the entire 
7th Marines (less 3d Battalion) was in position along the 
Malimbiu, 1st Battalion on the right, 2d Battalion on the 
left. Orders were also Issued for the 164th infantry to march 
to the west by inland routes at daylight, crossing the Malimbiu 
and attacking to the north to outflank the enemy force which 
was now estimated at 2000 men. In addition to these detachments 
the 2d Raider Battalion (Carlson) whidh had recently been 
landed as a covering force for pt'her units at Aola was directed 
to move to the west to assist in the attack by intercepting 
any enemy detachments moving eastward. The operation was 
placed under command of the Assistant Division Commander 
(Brigadier C-eneral Rupertus). The action during the next few 
days was indecisive and somewhat confusing. Enemy detachments 
west of the Malimbiu were mopped up or driven back across the 
river. Our own forces effected a crossing with difficulty 
as the river was now in flo<~>d. The enveloping action continued 
slowly due to the thick jungle and. the enemy was able to 
withdraw to the east across the Metapona* Here the enveloping 
process was repeated and the enemy finally fixed in position 
in the vicinity of Tetere Village in an engagement on the 
morning of 8 November. In this action Lleuteman.1v Colonel 
Puller commanding the "S<3, Battalion, 7th Marines received
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seven wounds from shell fragments but continued in command of 
his battalion.

The enemy occupied a strong position slightly inland from 
the beach and partially protected by a deep lagoon. This 
position was encircled but during the night a large part of 
the hostile force escaped through a gap and moved inland to 
the southeast in the direction of the upper Tenaru,

The remainder of the force was entirely posketed and. the 
7th Marines assisted by 2d Battalion, 164th Infantry was 
assigned the task of clearing out the hostile center of resis 
tance* This was accomplished in two days of mopping up operations 
supported 'by artillery,, Four hundred fifty dead'were found in 
the pocket. Large supplies of ammunition) fifty collapsible 
landing boats, field pieces, rations etc. were destroyed. Our 
losses were approximately forty dead and one hundred twenty 
wounded.

Raider Patrol

Coincident with these operations the 2d Marine Raider 
Battalion (Carlaon) moved to the west from Aola to contact the 
Japanese force. Following inland trails it reached Biniu on 
10 November, On the following day his advance elements made 
contact on the upper Metapona with the enemy force which had 
escaped from the trap at Totere and was proceeding inland- 
This force consisted of two large detachments and several analler 
otves which were engaged by the raiders in a series of guerilla 
actions extending over several days. By 18 November the area 
was alear of the enemy and the 'raiders started in pursuit up 
the Tenaru thence to the Lunga where they cleared the upper- 
valley of remaining enemy forces and destroying his main base* 
Following this they crossed the river and ascended the pre 
cipitous eastern slopes of Mambulo to hunt down the remnants 
of the enemy fnrce. Two small but successful actions were 
fought In traversing the mountain and on 4 December the battalion 
descended to the headwaters of the Matanikau and returned to 
Lunga Point, In exactly thirty days the raiders had executed a 
long and arduous transit of mountains and forbidding country. 
They had fought no less than twelve successful actions and ha<3. 
counted eneny dead in excess of 400, Their losses, 17 dead, 
were surprisingly small.

This was a remarkable performance even for fresh, well 
trained troops and the methods used are worthy of study. 
Typical guerilla tactics were employed. The process of advance, 
repeated many times was as follows: first patrols were sent 
out along all routes leading in the. direction of the advance.
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If contact was made the patrols were quickly followed by light 
forces which harassed and hamstrung the enemy into a floundering 
retreat with small parties expo.sed to interception and destruction. 
On the otherhand if n^ enemy was found .by the patrols the main 
body followed on the next clay over the previously reconnoitered 
routes and thereafter the base would be shifted forward and the 
process would then be repeated. This base of operations was 
always located eccentrically with respect to the apparent line 
of operations thus always enabling the raiders to strike from 
the flank or rear. This eccentric disposition proved particularly 
baffling to the Japanese whose orthodox tactics hab.itua.lly found 
them with their forces ill.disposed to meet an attack moving 
along the real rather than the apparent line of operations. The 
raiders were splendidly trained and accustomed to long marches, 
on a continued diet of rice, bacon and tea* Any troops operating 
in jungle warfare would be well advised to adopt many of the 
practices and methods'employed by this battalion.

Western ~F1 arik

When these operations were begun it was necessary to 
suspend, temporarily the advance toward Kokumbona. However, 
when it became apparent that the threat on the east had been 
definitely checked our attention was once more turned to the 
Matanikau and on 10' November the attack was resumed from the 
sane lines reached on 4 November. The 2d Marines lead the attack 
with 8th Marines (a recently arrived reinforcement) following in 
column. Resistance was strong and the Japanese positions were 
greatly improved in organization and extended in depth. The 
advance was continued day by day but progress was slow as only 
the tactics of frontal attack were attempted by these less 
experienced regiments.

On 11 November there were again strong indications of an 
empending attack frnjn Rabaul - this time on a scale far exceeding 
previous attempts. It would possibly be a renewal of the 
ittempt on the eastern flank but in any event it was necessary 
to prepare for eventualities. Accordingly, on the afternoon
 if 11 November the attack on the west was halted and the troops 
'/ere withdrawn to the forward battle position along the Matanikau. 
"lie er?omy .did not pursue but employed his artillery to harass 
the withdrawal which was completed by noon 12 November but not

 Tithout the loss of some arms and ammunition. In these operations 
memy losses were estimated at several hundred, principally 
Incurred through a number of unsuccessful counterattacks* 
nhree "^mm guns, rive 40mm guns, three 37mm guns, thirty-two 
lachlne guns and twenty-eight mortars were captured. Our own 
.oeses were 61 killed, 195 wounded and 10 missing including 
.0 killed and 19 wounded of the 1st Battalion, 164th Infantry 
.ttached to £d Marines.



As anticipated, the enemy made a strong attack from Rabaul. 
On the night of 12-13 November a large Japanese task force of 
battleships, cruisers and destroyers approached. Guadalcanal 
apparently for the purpose of bombarding the airfield, A 
friendly task force intercepted and a violent night battle ensued 
off Savo I Bland 6 ' Our forces were greatly outnumbered and out 
gunned but in a gallant and memorable engagement defeated the 
enemy with, heavy losses» Our own losses too, were severe, 
and. included Admirals Callahan and Bcott whose gallantry on 
other occasions as well had contributed so much to the defense 
of the island 0

The following morning our aircraft pursued and. inflicted 
additional losses particularly on crippled vessels, Throughout 
the day a burning enemy battleship. (Kon'ga or Haruna) was plainly 
visible In the vicinity of Savo Island. It was attacked 
repeatedly and finally sank during the night,

In the early hours of 14 November and enemy, naval force 
bombarded the air field but damage was light. The action 
of the previous night had obviously been effective in reducing 
.the effectiveness of the enemy fleet, An attack by our motor 
torpedo boats broke up the attack. At daybreak our planes. 
again returned to the attack damaging or sinking two cruisers 
in the early'morning. Before noon however contact was made 

. with a heavily escorted force of eleven large transports with 
strong air coverage proceeding toward Guadalcanal and 150 miles 
distant, .Our planes, Army, Navy and Marine Corps, strongly 
reinforced by carrier squadrons from the Enterprise attacked this 
force repeatedly throughout the day. The enemy naval escort 
turned away leaving the transports to. their fate. By nightfall 
when the action was suspended nine of the eleven transports 
had'been hit. Two had been sunk. Five were burning and 
dead in the water* Four were still underway but, of these, 
two were damaged, '

During the night enemy surface ships again attempted to 
cover the approach of the remaining transports by .a bombard 
ment designed to destroy our aircraft. However a stron 
friendly task force of battleships and destroyers under 
Admiral Lee passed Lunga Point at midnight and surprised the 
enemy during hla approach, A spectacular long range gun battle 
ensued with our heavy units driving the enemy to the northwe.st 
with heavy losses indicated'by blazing and exploding ships.

At daylight 15 November four enemy transports, one burning, 
were seen along the coast west of Kokumfcona. Thr»e--were al 
ready beached and. unloading while one was atandln-g slowly in
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toward Doraa Reef. Our western shore battery destroyed the closest 
vessel which had beached within range of our 5" puns. Aircraft 
accounted for the others and by noon all were abandoned and 
ablaze. Repeated attacks were also made along the landing beaches 
and tremendous fires, one 1000 yards long, were'started among 
the freshly landed supplies. The lesson^of Rod Beach had not 
been overlooked,, More distant attacks were delivered against 
the five 'transports left burning the night before. Three were 
sunk outright; the remaining two were obviously already burned 
out and abandoned. ~ .  

Tbis concluded the last and greatest enemy effort to 
retake Guadalcanal. The cost in human life, aircraft ant ships, 
was staggering. The logs of life on the transports alone may 
have exceeded 18,000. In return for this tremendous sacrifice 
little was accomplished. Few supplies were unloaded and of 
these a great part was destroyed. Hundreds of troops were killed 
before they could get clear of the be-ached transports and those 
who escaped represented a band of survivors rather than a military 
force.

The failure of the enemy air arm to participate in this . 
attack is eunewlaat puzzling, Aside from fighter coverage for 
the transport force enemy aircraft took little part in the 
action. His carriers did not appear and there were none of 
the devasting raids on Henrlerson Field which heretofore had 
been the Invariable prelude and accompaniment of large scale 
attacks. Instead he attempted neutralization of the airfield 
by heavy artillery and by naval bombardment. Thn former proved 
ineffective while the latter was frustrated by the timely 
Intervention of our naval task forces. During this same period 
the use of our carrier groups as temporary lan<3 based reinforce 
ments proved as sound in practice as i* iiad appeared, in tine-oi'y 

Fianl JPeriod

By November it had become obvious to all that relief of 
the division was becoming urgently necessary. The cumulative 
effect of long periods of fatigue and strain, endless labor 
by day and vigilance by night;.were aggravated to an alarming 
degree by the growing malarial rate. The malaria was accom 
panied by a form of secondary anemia which caused the endurance 
and resistance of the troops to decline rapidly. Marches 
and movements were becoming increasingly difficult due to the 
high percentage of march casualties and the duty strength of 
regiments was markedly reduced by the number of evacuees and 
Ineffectives. The Infantry regiments were, no longer capable 
of offensive operations*
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Meanwhile fresh troops were arriving in increasing numbers. 

The 8th Marines and the Americal Division were already on the 
island and additional units were enroute. Accordingly, arrange-^ 
ments were effected for a progressive relief of the division 
by the Amrrical Division commanded by Major G-onernl Patch, 
Command of the forward battle position which henceforth would 
be the base of operations was turned over to the U.S, Army in 
mid-November and elements of the First Marine Division were 
assigned to defensive missions;on the Lunga Point perimeter* 
In effecting this relief large'quantities'of weapons, heavy 
equipment, tentage and supplies were turned over to the Army 
to be replaced during the reorganization and refit of the 
division subsequent to its withdrawal. Withdrawal began on 
7 December and was accomplished in the following order; 5th 
Marines (reinforced), 1st Marines (reinforced), 7th Marines 
(reinforced). Command was turned over to Major General Patch 
on 9 Docor>.br~r.

As a final act in turning over the command the division 
commander addressed the following letter of appreciation to-all 
those of the Army, Navy and Marine Corps who had contributed 
so wholeheartedly to the success of an enterprise which from 
its very inception had been a common cause of all arms and 
services: .

"In relinquishing command in the Cactus Area I hope that 
in some small measure I can convey to you my feeling of pride 
in your magnificent accomplishments and my thanks for the 
unbound loyalty, limitless self sacrifice and high courage 
which have made those accomplishments possible. To the soldiers 
and marines who have fac<?d the enemy in the fierceness of night . 
combat; to the Cactus Pilots, Army, Navy and.Marine, whose 
unbelievable achievements have made the name "Guadalcanal" 
a synonym for death and disaster in the language of our'enemy; 
to those who have labored and sweated within the lines at all 
manner of prodigious and vital tasks; to the men of the torpedo 
boat command slashing at the enemy in night sortie; to our small 
band of devoted allies who have contributed so vastly in 
proportion to their numbers; to the surface forces of the Navy 
associated with us in signal triumphs of their own, I say that 
at all times you have faced without flinching the wrost that the 
enemy could do to us and have thrown, back the best that he' 
could send against us..'It may well be that this modest 
operation, begun four months ago today has,, through your efforts, 
been successful in thwarting the larger aims of our enemy in 
the Pacific. The fight for the Solomons is not yet won but 
"tide what may",' I, know that you, as brave men and men of good 
will will hold your heads high and prevail in the future as 
you hB.VQ tn the past."
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ANNEX A ..'.'' ' ' '

222 .- • . - - . - : - •'• First Marine Division 
0042) ..-..- ••••'••• ' "Fleet Marine Force.

$ .Postmaster, San Francisco, 
'...•' - . California - - !

• p 19 SEPT 42, 1200* '<

OPERATION ORDER • .-,'•-•
No. . 11^42 '. . • \ '

1. a. Present indications are tha't the enemy will continue 
infiltration landings .on GUADALCANAL with a view' of 
building up a force sufficient to launch an overland 
attack on. our .position. '..-.'. '

b,. First Marine Air Wing will continue to- provide air 
defense of the -area including distant reconnaissance I 
and bombardment missions. . :

2. First Marine Division (reinforced) will establish a ! 
perimeter defense' of the LUNO-A POINT Area in order to 
px-QVide all around 'protection for the*7 airfield and 
divisional installations, (op Overlay Annex A)

«' -s

3. a. \Flrst Marines defend Sectors 8 and 9, -Reinforce 
Engineer Battalion with, heavy weapons detachment to 
support defense of Sectoi* 10. ..'"•'

' b. Fifth Marines defend Sector 3 holding hill on left- •• 
• flank in. strength at all-' 'times. • Organise and defend 

Sector 4. -Reinforce pioneer Battalion with heavy weap 
ons-' detachment, to support defense of Sector 2. 
c. .
Ci Seventh Marines organize and defend Sectors 6 and'7, 
Hold .ridge line in 'Sector 6 in strength, at all times....

1 '.".-••' ' '

d; Third Battalion 2d Marines (division reserve) or 
ganize Sector 5.<i .Occupy and .defend on orders

e a First Pioneer Battalion* continue pioneer functions.* 
Occupy .and defend Sector 2»

f. First Engineer Battalion continue engineer functions, 
Occupy and defend Sector 10. • .

* • .

-g e First Amphibian Tractor Battalion occupy
'sector 1» '- - "'.

and defend

_
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; /•.'."•" ,..,..,. .. AWNSX.A.JCONT >.,-..,, '..... .,- • ,-- .- -,-.- •

h'i,'Eleventh. Marines ...continue to support .defense, Make 
,: any adjustments of position-areas., necessary, to provide 
effective support for'"all sectors,

,i'. .Companies'A and B -1st Tank Battalion (division, -reserve] 
continue ; present mission. Conduct intensive route and ;' 
employment .reconniais-sance of areas in ...and...adjacent to ,-
,the .pdsition ;whic.;ii. lend'themse'lves.-to tank action-.. . \

,J.. Third Defense Battalion -continue present-mis si on i
.Be prepared, to'provide.-machine gun -anti-aircraft -defense -
..•of beach areas when so directed'^

... ....,,. -- • . . ; •• . I

k. First Raider ..Battalion-.(division -re-ser-ve) be prepared 
Vtd .execute special offensive-op'eration-s in areas--outside 
.the. defensive positions.-..^ . - ,. ' •-- -.--•,. -'-- -.

1. First .Special Weapons--Battalion, provide anti^-boat 
defense of beach area's -frqm present position.

(x)(I) Utmost use "will be "made of natural and''artificial 
.obstacles. -

j •- A. - . ' • • ..•---• •

- (8) The exao't 'trace .of the main line of -resistance will 
'be established .by' sector commanders; differences .-with
respect to siting of sector boundaries will be recon-
ci^Sddby the next common superior,

(3). Positions will be. organized, in dep-th but at night 
or in close-terrain the "main line of resistance will 
be occupied in strength sufficient to prevent infiltra--

- "tion. ' "' ' ....... . .. ... _ -

.(4) Priorities . . , '.',. , • ,-- : - ' " ..... 
.' •' • '" Clearing' fields of fire. ' ' .

Protective wire <~ continuous barrier double apron 
.....'."... - : fence across front of positions.

Fox holes and emplacements'. 
Connecting trenches". - ..' . .-,-•• ,, : - -•

(5) Infantry regiments be prepared.-to- occupy and de 
fend adjacent sectors on order".. •" .,.-••"•. .-, ..- .. -,,;.- .....

..r' • (6) Sect.pr commanders will submit sketch o'r; -overlay 
showing complete plan <9f fires". Copy to this'h'ead- 

..-.•'••..•.'> quarters and to ilth. -Marines, '
'*• - -t. ' -......• •
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ANNEX A (CONT)

(7) Infantry regiments will .conduct intensive 'daily 
patrols as follows-; ?

1st Marines to the east
5th Marines to the southwest
7th Marines to the south .

Report of patrols sent out will be submitted to this 
headquarters prior to 0800 daily. Report of patrol 
activities will be submitted -prior to 2000,

(8) When Sector 5 is occupied troops in Sector 4 will 
hold forward line .of that sector; at other times they 
will occupy the 'switch position,

(9) When Sector 5 is not occupied security detachments 
will be posted along the east bank LUNG-A RIVSR by 7th 
Marin.es.

4. No change,.
j r •

i. N» change.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL VA3JDEGRIFT:

W. G. JAMES 
Colonel, U f S r Marine Corps

Chief of Staff 
Ann-ex; 
A ~ Operation Overlay

Distribution; 
Special

0 F. F I C.I A Lt •

G. C. THOMAS, 
LtCol,, USMG, D-3.
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ANNEX- D

10,8/222 . First Marine Division, 
(AE-0049.) - Fleet Marine Force,

G-uadalcanal, B.S.l.
6 October, 1948. 1200

QPEiRATIOIi.PLAM ' ' ' 
No. 2-42

Maps; ' -Map.No.. 104 Guadalcanal• Island 1;20..,750. 
. . Operation Overlay Annex A '

TASK ORGANIZATION .. : . ' ' • . ' '.
Ta) 5th Marines1 '". ' " • " • (Edson)

&th .Marinejs (less one Bn)

.(b) 7th Marines \ " . . . (Simm's) 
7th Marines-, (less one Bn) . • . •••

(c) Whaling G-roup . ' • (Whaling) '_. 
3d Bn, .2.d Marines
•Sniper detachment „ . -

(d) Artillery G-roup ' " ' (del Valle)
• llth .Marines ' •• '•• ."•.-.'.

(e) Air Group ^(Gei^er)
1st Marine Air Wing . ' . '' ."" • •

(f) Boat Group. ' ' ' (Dexter)

(g) Reserve . ' , \ ' (McKelvy) 
3d Bn, 1st Marines ' ' -

1; (a) The enemy holds an outpost line of resistance along
left.(west) bank of MATANIKAU RIVER,- Additional enemy '- ' 
.forces are dispersed in the coastal area-MATAWIKAU (VILLAGE)
;KOKUMBONA. ; .. •' •' •' • . .
'(b) 1st Marine Air Wing will support .'operations of... this 

..- division* ... ' .-••'••

2. • In addition to maintaining its present position this
division will detach.forces to drive the enemy from the 
area, .MATAMIKAU - KOKUM30NA-.

3. (a), ,5th Marines/. On morning of. p-1 day occupy positions 
along the -right (east) bank 'of the MATANIKAU RIV&R on a

ANNEX-D (1)"'.



ANNEX D (CONT) ' " ,.' - k" t
jffl, 5^ '"

front of 1800 yards with right flank resting at the mouth 
of the river-. Cover movement of other units.' prevent 
hostile cro'ssir^g 'of ' the 'stream, .Support - other elements-' by
-fire.-.. Be prepared to attack'to'the west on order when, 
stream crossings have..been-seized by other troops on p day, 
(•'Operation- Overlay,... . .' . . . ••'."".' /-. : •• /

-(b)" -7th- Marines. 'Move out on D-l day.. Follow route of 
Whaling. G-roup. On D day support attack-of Whaling'G-roup 
initially. When "advance of Whaling • Q-ro.up permits pass, 
i-n rear of' this gro'up and' attack on its left seizing high 
ground 1500 yards southwest of POINT CRUZ. Intercept and- 
destroy withdrawing ho.stile detachments.. 'Operation -Overlay,

(c)- Whaling Group,, Move ou.t-'on D-l day-, via covered routes 
to.bivouac area'on left flank'of 5th Marines. On D day 
secure'crossing' of MATAMIKAU,-RIVER at daylight. Cover' 
cro.ssing of 7th Marines, Attack to the northeast. envelop- 

,,,-ing right -(south), flank of .hostile outpost line of resis 
tance. .

(d) Artillery.Group. Support attack by fire placing mass
-of fires initially in area west of.MATANIKAU RIVER in sup- 
_port of' Whaling Group. Cover movements of infantry groups 
on D^-l day. Artillery plan Annex B',

' ( e ) Air Q-roup. Execute close support missions requested 
by front line units. Beginning D-l day break up observed 
hostile troop movements in area, MATANIXAU - TASSAFARGNG-A, 
Attack target's of' opportunity in area west of, 7th Marines

. zone or advance. Air Support plan Annex Ct

(•'•') Boat Q-roup^ '.Beginning D-day maintain, maximum number 
of 'boats in readiness for troop movements directed by this 

. headquarters.

(s) Res.erve. 'Be prepared to move out on thirty minutes 
notice, •'',..-

(x)(1) -Every.effort will be made to conceal movement and
--'disposition of 7th Marine's and Whaling 'G-roup on D-l day,

•'•""(..2.).. All ..front line units conduct intensive patrolling 
'operations beginning D-2 day.

. (3) An outpost will be-left in place to cover defensive 
sectors where garrisons have been withdrawn-, : .-. .• '-..,.

ANNEX D (27
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ANNEX D (CONT) •* * ;"

.. . (4) Every effort will be made to reduce casualties through 
:..; ./.full and coordinated use of air and artillery support,

4. Carry rations for three days,

5. (a) S.eq Annex D, Signal Communication-, 

(b :) To be'reported, when established.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL VANDEGRIFT; '

: - •'' ' G. G. THOMAS, •
• Colonel, U.S-. Marine Corps,.

-' , - . . .. Chief of Staff*

Annexes;
A - Op erst ion .Overlay...
B - Artillery .-'--. .
C - Air Support Plan. • • .
D - Signal Communication • • • , , . . >- -

Distribution; -,' ' . , • . _•-....'.. 
Sp ecial "~. •. . - ' . . .' . , • - - .......

0 F F-I G I A L: ••' ' . .'..',-... . .

M. B. TWINING . ," „ : . :.'.«-'
LtCol. , USMC, ,'-•-- ' . :, ' .

D-3. . . . ...... .-,

•ANNEX D " (3



ANNEX D (tJoiiT) *v ••- >' •
ANNEX "B" TO OP FLAM 2-42.-.1st MAR DIV

•llth Marines
6 October, 1942v 

ARTILLERY .

Map:- Map No. 4, Guadalcanal Island, 1;-20,750'

1. See Op Plan 2-42 - 1st MarDiv .

2. In addition to maintaining present artillery support, llth 
Marines will support the attack of units of this division . 
on the MATANIKAU area.

3.. (a) 1st Battalion direct support attack- of 7th Marines* (Col 
onel Sims). Furnish two .forward observers,- one liaison officer, 
and one TBX (6 man team).- Positions-forward, 
(b) 2nd Battalion.'direct support attack of 5th Marines.- .. 
(Colonel Edson) .. Furnish two forward observers, one liaison 

- -: -'.officer and one TBX (6 man team), positions-switch,
: '(o). 3rd Battalion maintain present assignment to- .east with' 
one battery, one to .north with one battery, and take over 
.missions of 1-11 to south with one battery,
•(d) 5th Battalion direct support,of 3 - 2. (Colonel Whaling), 
General support of other units.' Neutralize roads, trails,

' ridge.s,.,.-•' Furnish one forward observer, one liaison officer 
and. one TBX (6 man team). Provide and net control air spot. 

' Positions-forward,
(x) (1) See Apoendix 1 (Overlay of fires).-
'(2) Keep all firing data, corrected for weather.-

4'..' Ammunition-Not limited but do not waste, Pack Hows use same 
type-shell (M41A1 or M48) within Battalion. Either M48 or 
M54 fuse may be used, • ' ... - • . •

5..- See Annex "C"' (Communications.'/ •• •

.••:: -BY ORDER OF COLONEL del-.Valle. 
DIST: : Same as'Op Plan 2-42. , '''"'.

• Plus (1) each.for 1-11
2-11, 3-11, 5-11.- - - J. A.-BEluS, 

• ;• : . •." '•• . .. . - . LtCol fi , US Marine Corps,
• " Executive Officer- 

0 F'F I G I A L;/-:•• - -, • , 
T, B. HUGHES . ' 
LtCol-, ,.. UbliC ..-.••'

R-3: • ', - ' :/.'./•. . - -.,.'•'.. .-. ' . .. ,

AMEX D (4")



ANMEX D.(CONT) 

. • ANNEX "C" TO DIVISION OPERATIC^ PLAN NUMBER 2-42. 

. . . • 'AIRCRAFT SUPPORT PLAN

;.\' 1. (a) 5-th Marines/.7th Marines and Whaling C-rbup • eaoh • 
detail one officer with suitable radio personnel arid cornmunica-^ 
tibri equipni'erit'.as 'air 'forward observers. These officers report 
to LtCol. Cooley MarAirWing not later than D-2 day for.instruc 
tions in'communication and method target designation. -•

(b) Have Bombing G-roup -in readiness to support attack 
beginning'D-l'day for bombing and.strafing as required. Bomb' 
targets of.opportunity as indicated on overlay at any time begin 
ning D--2 day. -• . •• . .

(c) Maintain .'artillery spotting plane in a.ir-as 
required by'Artillery Support. G-roup.; '; • ' '

(dj- See Annex' D. Signal Communication to-. Operation 
plan 2-42. ; ..' . .... , .-' ' ' '..' . . '.' ..

• (e) D~2 Hap No.. 10;4 will b'.e us'.ed'fbr all map - designa 
tion:. '' ' ' .. ;.' '• '. ".''.••' • '•'':.•"'

•;•••' ; (f') Liaison P'lane to b'e available beginning- D~l day 
for 7th Marines''and .Whaling G-roup ana D day for 5th Marines on call. ' '•''-'•'..''"'.."

(;g) All . planes... be prepared; to use 1st MarDiv Simp.li-.-' 
fled "Panel Code and. m.e.ssag.a- drops.,,' '..'.. •..'•.... '•.•:••• '•-•.-•..-• . • .-.•-... -

BY COki'iAND OF''i4AJOii ^ENEPIAL

: ;;&.' G./-THOMASJ r •
••••.. • • : Colonel, U.S. Barin.e . Corps., .....• : '.' ' ' '" " ' '"" "Chief "of Staff. 

Pi s t ribut i on ; ; ' ' - .
(S&me as Operation Plan -2-42) . .• ,

0 F> I C I A L: " • ' ,

M. B'. TWNIN 
LtCol. , UShC 

D-3. '

' •.. \ :.., ...... AKNEX D (57



ANNEX D (CONT,) . -• . %- ' »

' ANNEX "D 11 - TO DIVISION OPERATION PLAN NUMBER'2-42 
- ' SIGNAL COMMUNICATION

Hap; Map No. 104 Guadalcanal Island 1:20,750. 

1, •(a) See Operation plan.

'• ' (t>) CP locations to be reported on and following D-day, 
•using prearranged message code,

•' 2. . primarily by radio.. Use voice when practicable, , 
3.. {a'V,RAD COM •'.•''"' ;

ORGANIZATION . '

CG'IST MAR DIV :
5TH MARINES. "... '
7TH -MARINES •
WHALING- GROUP
ARTILLERY GROUP
.AIR .GROUP

P-.400S • ' '
SBDs

. TBF . .
- ARTY SPOT -PLANE'
LIAISON PLANE -

BOAT GROUP' -
NOB CACTUS- ' • "
RES

;P S: 
'• :3 4: 

CALL: 2 3, 
. :.5 ..5 

:5 '5
CGD-: .X -.

-LGP:; X .
OLG: X
RCO: 'X
ART: : .X :
ASG: L
PFO:'"SBD:
-T3F:
APL:
LIP: X
BC-P.: X
NOB: X
RES: X-.

: XYZ:

. 3 ; 
•1 
5 

• 5
• X•x

\r

X
L •

X
X
X
X

Y •

p. s.
~4 .3 
5 3 
1 7 
0 5

X

X

TBY-

p- s
."• 1 
4 6

X .
X •
X

X
X
Y

EMERG '-

X
'& •-•
EE-

• -E
•- E

E
E' E

E
E
E •
E
E

- ;

Units use' cs.lls and' frequencies assigned in SOI for com 
within unit., . • ' ' 
"•••X "Continuous, watoh during operation,'- ' • • •• 

; '" Y When committ..ed" to .-action, • • ' • • '•'••' ' '' ". 
L "• 'List'ening watch, only.. .. • , • '. • ' ' 
E Div maintains, continuous watch this frequency. May 

. '-be used by. any unit for -em.ergen.cy - com with-'Div. •

FREQUENCY SHIFTS.'-' Signal-to shift''from'P to 8 is -series cf-'dots 
followed by Operator 1 s ''Authenticator, .-repeated ̂ several times and 
'VA.-.'-"'signal'to • shift f-rom S to P;. is -same- 'except 'substituting 
dashes'for dots.

ANNEX- D (6)



"ANNEX-D (CONT)

(b) PYROTECHNICS.- Following Ground Troop pyrotechnic sig- 
' nal meanings, assigned, superseding those in Pyrotechnic and 
Lamp Code No,.- 5-42 for this opn only:

Assistance required C-reen star para.chute *
Send Boats , • G-r'een star cluster
Attacked by strong enemy force Amber star cluster
Lift gunfire Amber star parachute
Ho assistance needed • White star cluster .
For local use of units White star parachute and

	White or Red Very star

(x)(l) Make maximum use PREARRANGED MESSAGE CODE.. 'Following 
additional meanings assigned: •'•

• Prep Afirrn Afirm Aircraft 
Prep Fox Afirm ( time/time) Friendly planes will be

in air (from _ to _ _). 
' ' Prep Roger Queen • Request

(2) 'Countersign for opn'- LULA BELLE. . . •

(3)- Use C8P 1249(A) for -encrypted dispatches.,

(4) pay- particular attention to G-ROUNp_AIR_J30AT Emergency 
Challenge and Recognition' Si'gnals. .-

(5). 'Be prepared to' use 1st MarDiV Simplified Panel Code 
No, 1 and message drops,

•(6) Task groups- check 'into Div 3235 rad not between-' 1600 
and 2000 D~2 day. Thereafter rad silence, 'except for 
emergencies, until D-day.; - • • . •

4. • Units provide- own supplies -during operation,

5. (a) Index No. 4-42 to 301 applies except as modified above.

(b).. Use local, zone (LOVE) time.

(c) Task Groups synchronize watches with DivSigOff. 

3Y COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL 'VANDEGRIFT :.

GV C, THOMAS
Colonel, U.S. 'Marine Corps 

. Chief 'of Staff 
Distribution ; .'.'; . • '•''"•-...•.-

Same a.s Opn..-pia,n -plus '2'DSO. ''',-. ., . -
0 F F' I -C I 'A Li- ' "' ' '"
M, Bfcr-TW- 
Lt-col.-, USMC,

v~2. AVJNEX D (?)
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ANNEX £ (CON?)

(x}(7) 5th Marines establish .wire oouraunication 
with. 7th Marines in blVouao area,

7the Marines "establish wire communication 
from bivouac area-.to 3d 3n 2nd Marines bivouac area. - .• -••-•:-

ANNEX D (



ANNEX E ' '

TRANSLATION OF ATTACK ORDER OF 
4th IkPEftlAL JAPAKE'SE 'INFANTRY JS
(Taken by 5th Marines on 10 Oct from 

the Body of a Fallen Japanese Officer)

OPERATION ORDER
No. 50 • 1600, Oct.; 5,

In the South West section of
Mainara..

Order of the 4th Infantry Regiment.

1'. The troops in the Guadalcanal (?) —— enter under the command
of the Commanding officer of the 2nd Division and press forward'
to capture G-uadalcanal Island..

prepare for afternoon operations there .(?•) —-- o..ccuring, 
being an alteration in the Divisions disposition's.

The units mentioned above bec/oniing., the WASH unit in order 
to aid the deployment (?:) of -the artillery troops firing on the " • 
airport, prepare 'to a-t r;ack the important line of the right -b&nk.; :- 
of the LiATANIKAO' River, while it is expected that the- attack 
will commence on the 8th but according to conditions the set 
time may be (?) hastened*,

Brigade'headquarters 4th Regiment Infantry.. -1 of the 10th 
Medical and one of the 3rd Bn.. mortars. •••

'2; At the same time'that the Regiment•speedily gathers together 
its strength, with- the goal-of- atta'cking. the right -bank -of the 
MATANIKAO River the.OKA Unit will change its dispositions and 
will search out the enemy and the topography on the (?) —— front.

3. For the' changing of'-each unit'.-.the .departure from its present 
position will'be tomorrow the 6th at dusk 1 arid the. change will 
take place during the night.. For this purpose-the 2nd arid 3rd 
battalions Chief s'1 of Section (staff) will be gathered at the 
headquarters of- the • OKA unit today 'tlm 5th -at--1900. • • - . •• -.

4. The '1st Battalion (-the artillery train,less, one-half-being 
independent) will .assemble its 'strength on the South -side-of Pt, 
Cruz, and with one part will secure the'area on the-right bank - 
of 'the MATAHIKAO and will • s.earch 'out the, enemy's -positions arid 
topography of HYO (••?•). '. / ' • ' ' ''.•• " • • .' '' / •/ - - . • ••••*

ANNSX E (1)
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5. The 3rd Battalion (less the llth Company and the 5th Company) 
(the one half artillery train independent) will assemble in the, 
area West- of the • Nipp'orr- bridge -and with about a-company for each 
seize and-hold the-.area of the AUSTEN, range and the area West 
of the Nippon-bridge. The 2nd Battalion," less the 5th Co. will 
assemble .in the area/ to..the South West of pt.'Cru'Z and while 
guarding .the coast lin.e will be prepared to support (maneuver) 
the 1st' Battalion.

6. Again the -Commanding Officer.--.of the. 2nd Battalion will - 
until dawn on the. 7th have one Company, under the command of 
the 3rd Battalion commander at the'present position of the • 
2nd,Battalion Command Post. • • .

7.-' The Regimental Infantry - Artillery'will"'occupy the position 
in-, the rear of the 1st Battalion, and with its main force support 
the fight" of the 1st Battalion. -.'

8. ' The Regimental CP and the Infantry communications unit will 
be in a position to the South of Pt.'Cruz,'

9. It is the duty of the Infantry communication unit to maintain 
communication between the Brigade headquarters and the 1st and 
second Battalions";, :• • - -,

10. The second Battalion commander will send one platoon to the 
Regimental CP at 1600 on the 6th as .a (?) —— .'unit. '

11. Today the 5th at the OKA unit headquarters the Commander 
of the 4th Infantry Regiment NAKAG-UMA, :

ANNEX E (2)



ANNEX 'G

108/222 
(AE-0058) First Marine Bivision

Fleet Marine•Force
^Postmaster, San Francisco
California
13 October, 1942, 1500

OPERATION ORDER 
No. 12-42

Map s: Map Ho. 104 Guadalcanal, Lunga Area, 1:20,750; 
Operation Overlay Annex A,

TASK ORGANIZATION
Col. Moorea > 164th Infantry "•- • .

164th Infantry 
• .Designated .elements 1st Spl Wpns Bn.

Marines
7th Marines

° ) 1st Mar in es_
1st Marines-

d ) 5th _Marine §.'•. 
5th Marines '. '"

<-' e ) Marines .(.Arty) • 
llth Marines'

3& Defense Battalion 
3d Defense Battalion 
1st Spl ¥pns ,-Bn-

1st Marine Air !fing ' 
•1st Marine Air Wing

(h.) Co_;S__A & B -1st Tank 3n •. 
Cos 37 & B 1st Tank Bn

'( i .) ' 5d Bn_2d, Marines
3d-Bn 2d Marines' : .'

(-J ) . 1st Engineer Bn . • ' ' 
1st Engineer .Bn

(k)- 1st' pioneer -Bn.
"1st pi on e'er Bn

Col. Sims • ' . 

Col. Gates 

Col, Edson 

BrigGeri. del Valle 

Col. Pepper

MajGen. Geiger 

Ma j .. Walseth • 

LtCol, Hunt 

Ma'j , "Frazer ' .' 

Maj. 'Ballance,

ANNEX G (1)'



ANNEX G> (OOHT) -.'* ' V'"': '

(1) 1st Amphibian Tractor ..Bn • L-tCol. Barr
1st' Amphibian Tractor,Bn '-•'••••-"•.' • '

1. ' (a) Annex .B •Intelligence* '•. v . , . •

'(b) First Marine Air Wing will continue to provide air 
defense of; .the area including distant reconnaissance and 

.. • bombardment!-missions. ' ' '. • .

.2.. -First Marine Division (relnf.orced) will' continue the 
•. .--'- defense of the LUNG-A POINT perimeter in order to secure 

the airfield and. divisional installations. (Op Overlay 
.Annex A) .-. - '• •• . . . ,

' 3.''(a) 164th Infantry,, "Occupy and defend Sector 2,

. (b) 7_th j|a,rine^s_. .. Continue defen&e. Sector 3. Hold 
.- ED30N" rTT:RrDi]:E~irn •strength at all. times. • Establish night 
combat group' covering PIONEER ofllDG-E.' prevent hostile 
infiltration down LUNG-A RIVER. .

''" (°) l^t Marines. Occupy and defend Sector 4.
.. •' 'X

• -. .(d) • • 5th Marine s,' Continue defense Se'ctor. 5.' Hold KING- 
" ' 'GGMPAin RIDi>E in strength at all times.

' ( e ) llth Marines. Continue to'support' defense.- Be pre-
•• pared to mass fires in support of Sectors 4-and' 5. At least 

one battalion pack'howitzers to be in.position at all 
/times to-support forward 'oosition-s covering I14TANIKAU 

- " .-'RIVER. . Annex C Artillery^

( f ) ; 3d. 'Defense Battalion. Continue to provide anti-air- - 
craft and seacoast defense. .Assume tactical'command of 

'••' • Sector^ L, - Coordinate all matters witnin the division re~ 
' sp'ectin'g beach illumination,, anti-aircraft, anti-boat and 
seacoast fires.- • • .•'•'•' • ' • .'' ' • •. -

1st Marine-Air 'ving. Continue distant search and borab-r- 
ardment missions. Support defense by executing close- re 
connaissance 'and attack missions. -(Air-Support plan An 
nex D) . •' , ' . '• - ', ;

(h) .^ank_s (Division Reserve).". Conduct-intensive route and 
employment .reconnaissance of areas',-in and adjacent .to the " 
position which lend themselves' to tank.action. ; Submit . 
detailed plans for tank employment..based''on reconnaissance.

ANNEX 0- (
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..-••>•' •••'

(1) '3d: Bn' '2d Marines1 •(Division Reserve),^ Conduct necessary 
.re.conriaissan^e to' enable .battalion to move at .night to .the
support qf any' 'defensive sector. '.Conduct training night. 
"operations, . ' • . - ' . "

(J) 1st Engineer -Bn.« Continue present .missions. Occupy 
defensive' subsectdr "as prescribed by CO 3d Defense' 3'n.

l:st pioneer Bn. Continue present missions. Occupy 
'defensive' subs'.e.ctor 8-s '.prescribed by CO' 3d .Defense .Bn>

(.1) . jst. .Amphibian. Tractor Bn. Continue present missions, 
Occupy defensive sub'sectbr '"a's prescribed by CO 3d Defense 
Battalion. ' '

• (x)'. (.1) . S-ectors .2 .to 5 will be subdivided into two bat- 
tallori -subsectqrs'.. ' .Sub-sector 1 will be subdivided in.to 
3 ' subsectora,

(2) Sector commanders -will, prepare, plans for use in the 
even it 'becomes necessary 'to employ an additional battalion 
on. -the sector front iin'e,,^ Similar plans will be prepared 
for use in the event it becomes necessary to reduce the 
.number of front--' line battalions within -the -sector...

(3) The exact trace of the main line of resistance will 
be established by .sector, commanders. Differences with 
respecf'to siting of sector boundaries will be -reconciled 

_ by. this headquarters. ' . - '

(4) Positions will be .-organized in depth but at night or 
"in close terrain the main line of resistance will.be held 
in strength in order to prevent infiltration, • '

(5) Utmost use will be made of .natural and artificial 
obstacles. . ; ~ ; ... ..-.•• ...

(6) Existing fox. hole's and. 'communication, trenches will -be . 
improved to afford greater 'protection from artillery fire..

(7) Machine, guns will be, 'sited to deliver enfilade fire.
• Frontal protection for. machine gun positions «to.:be provided 
by riflemen,, ,- .-' • .• • '
(8) Fires of artillery.,, mortars and machine guns -will be 
carefully coordinated. '-,,.•- .--..- • - ... •: ' .

ANNEX & (3.)



ANNEX G- (CONT)

(9) Sector Commanders will submit sketches, showing disposi-*
•.tions and complete plan of fires-. Scale 1:500.0. One <3opy
to this-headquarters';'" one copy "to llth 'Marinesv

•(10) Daily patrols will be sent, out as far. to the front 
- -as practicable -returning'prior to .darkness. Patrols-will

obs.erve ho'stile-movement a"nd ambush trails. -Night patrols 
' may be sent out "when state of training permits, /.The ,siz,e

of patrols will .be as prescribed by sector commanders.
Report of patrols sent out'will-be submitted'to this head-.
quarters prior to 0800 daily, Report of patrol activities
•will be-submitted prior to 1900, .'••.. . /. '.

(11) Sector Reserve .battalions conduct fcraijiin-g in night 
movements and night operations ,over sector terrain,

4. See Administrative Annex,- Annex E,

5. See Annex F'Signal- Communication. •.;: . .. . . 
. - ' ' ' BY. COMMAND', OF"'' MAJOR".'&ENERAL VANDEG-RIFT: .

• , ', • • ••'•••'. s, ''c. THOMAS',
. Colonel, U,S, :.Harine. ^C.orps,.

.-•-.. . ••;.•'' •• • • ^ '•' - Chief 6f s.ta'ff, '.,...

Annexes;. '•'•.• ' . ' . /•''•/ ' - •' ','.'-,•". . -.'•;. 
A- Operation Overlay ' -'-"',-• ' ;- '•''.. • - ... ' . ... .. ' •'•;
'B - Intelligence (To be issued) ---•'-
C - Artillery (To be% issued)
D - Air -Support Plan (To be issued) ..•.'.'•
E - Administrative''(To'be issued) : •/"•'• •' '. -.-•'•
F - Signal- Communication (To-.be -is'sed) '••" -'':.-

Distribution; • • - '-; . .. ,
Special^-. ,,:...;.!•, 

0 F 'F 1C. I A Li 
14. B. 'T'" '

, USHCr 3. -."'-. ..;.
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ANNEX I ' ' •

TRANSLATION-Q'F .EXTRACT5- FROM 'THE PERSONAL 
•NOTEBOOK' :OF ''COLONEL. F^RKUHIYA-,' /.GO. 29th • 

- ; IMPERIAL .INFANTRY-REGIMENT. : - .

26 October

-Those 'who 'followed me. in" the charge together, with 2dLt,ONO 
are- the eight persons under 2d Lt QNO, whose names are written on 
the back of -this page. .,'. Late'-r I met' Cap t. SUZUKI. -" . •••' .-. .- .•

4

First I called.. out to the. escort company which was advancing 
to the. right in order to avoid the. enemy line, and tried, to. 'con 
trol it., but It was impossible to do so"; Subsequently it seemed 
to me that _ the company charged- in .the direction of the 2d Bn, so 
I -moved to'tfne right, and thereafter things, became quiet, '.There 
was an'- enemy signal station ..in this area.. . I considered attacking 
it /but we did not' because :. I thought; I., would escape from -here with '••' 
my subordinate-is in case -the main- force did not arrive, I am ashamed 
of my lack of training... . . . . , '. ". . .••..-•.'• '-•'

(NOTE: Following'' is the list of 'names)

Capt. SUZUKI '" '"-'•'....
2d Lt.--ONO ' " . .....=

•': - WO- KOBAYA'SHI • ' " ' ' . '• '•'.'"' . -' '" .- • •- •.
•;• :• -Sgt. OGAWA- • • " , '••• ..'.-'. .".' . . " : ' . ..' .,- Corp SATO •••-••••'.
/ • -Corp WAKISAWA. ."'".. ... '''''' ' ' . . ' . ... ' ' -'.- ' : - " , ,..' . ' ' . -
,/,''/'•' -Lance Corp TAKAHARA ' '"•.''••''.',:. ..'•-•"•' : " ; •- '•'.-
'• ' • Superior. pvt-KONDO • ' ... - '.--
-•.. ' Superior ̂ pvt' SAKAkOTQ ...' • ' :. . .. ' • .......

Will you please look .af t.er the future of those- nine--men; . ;

':• Around 05; 30 we decided to. lie. hidden and made final .arrange 
ments for of ficiai. 'and ;personal. matters. As' INUSUKA and- the guard 
soldiers had -been .killed, their. 'possessions ; were -.divided and each* 
man carried one article, . ..' . .' ." ' . ' •'• :. .. .'..' • •• • . ...

'-'..- 'Following this 'I -clear ly.,indicated -our. location 'to-'my sub- . 
ordinate and we lay hidden individually , Watching, for.-. .th-e enemy, 
Frequently there was fierce f ir,ing until .08; 30,- and- 1 thought , 
our' -troop's were 'making "a, charge but thi-s,.was'..no.t the ca.-se. How- '. 
ever, 'I heard yelling a few,"t.im.es,. which was .probably; -either a .. • 
charge by our brave soldiers;., or .a , hand-to-hand; fight against an 
enemy--' counter-attack. .'., ' ;'. '. ' ' ',''.'.'.". -.•' .. . ' .'
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.

At 09:30 a frisndly plane carried out a low-f light 'recon 
naissance in the face of enemy machine-gun fire-. As-. I thought 
the plane was sent out by special arrangement of the division 
commander -to' hunt -for us, we .immediately ..signaled but .the plane 
did not discover our' position,. The plane, was trailing smoke be 
hind. . I '-sincerely appreciated trie "thought fulness of the 1 Div Comdr, 
;Arourid '10;30 enemy planes; 'darne''. to" reconnoiter -t . .The .enemy position 
.'Is only one line with oover.ed..machine gun emplacements.. pene~--« 
tratlon- of the enemy line., can be easily accomplished by ordinary 
flanking -neutralization fire.' There is notn'eed to "be afraid, 
Mopping up of the enemy^ is. also easy, A problem is whether to 
put this into practice 'or . nqt.» • There., are no wire-entanglemen.ts,: • 
Spirit -has ' overcome .material'' things; an.d this has -become the de 
cisive battle "between Japan' "the , the. USA, 'Careful preparation is 
necessary' ac'e-ordirigly, in regard to date, operations, material 
(map information) ammunition, . pro/visions, ^ equipment-. •etc; -, however 
there. are times when the situation does'" not permit making, these 
preparations. We carried out our plans regardless of success or 
failure ̂ -The 'de-termination of the commanders from the beginning 
was to" die in GUADALCANAL if this was unsuccessful. I; also 
have this determination and have 'tried to carry -it out. I am 
sorry that T lost many troops uselessly and for this, result which 
has corne unexpectedly. We must not overlook fire power; When 
there is fire power the troops become full .of spirit /but when 
fire power ceases1 they become inactive. . Spirit exists eternally;

To division, commander MRUYAMA .
To group'- commander NASU - '

.-'.-.'• '•':. I 'express ,rny sincere" apologies,
I wish ,you f 'success in the occupation 'of .GUADALCANAL.

• "•'. . '"" '. After all,' there is notb.etter attack than a -night .attack; 
However, '-the j'ungle 'is 'n;pt, a suitable place. -for a night attack 
although- it' 'can be utilized to conceal a. planned, maneuver -very. . 
"e'f-f-:e-et-ively, •• ' '". •.; • _ . .; ..-''...' / • --. .-.:'• : - • ••

," '• -With • tiie. : . condition o'f • the division-as "it.. is . at 'present , it. 
ITS. best • to-'.attack'-'LIZARD PLATEAU at.. dusk"., '.--" . - •-_'''. •-. • ,-

The- enemy position is weak, .. Infantry equipment alone is • 
sufficl-erit fro attack :-it.'-' Tonight i- ara .att.'emp.ting to es.-cape fro:m-
-here .with my ' subordinates.', ' .'.Success : dr '.failure" cannot -b'8 'known 
in advance. ''"If' I do";'no;t' succ'eed', please forgive 'me' for 'not being 
able- to apologize '.to-' you any more than by death',. (Div Comdr)

From this day anti-aircraft machine, .guns.. started firing'. 
Are battalion cqiai«ande-]?-8^WAr^H-A-S&-a^.d-:--i.¥OSHji -in good health? 
How 'i s
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I suppose you had a hard time with two. companies-. . 
How is the .attack of the-division .developing? ''.. .

Considering the present situation, it is best to capture 
LIZARD PLATEAU and then, extend the--battle.

Determination is all we need. ' .: •'

At 12;00 a'nd 12:45, our planes made a low flight (probably 
for the purpose of reconnaissance). They underwent'fierce .anti 
aircraft fire. I. suggest that, you stop excessively low. flights, 
for it reveals the object of reconnaissance.'

. I don't know how to apologize for spoiling the'.reputation of 
the army 'by losing troops and hindering the execution of the at 
tack against the U.S.A. •-.•••••

. Even 'though "it may be possible for the array's'honor (Note;- 
this probably refers, to the regimental color) to fall into the 
enemy's hands, I am -trying to return safely by taking.'every pos 
sible step." This may be the last opportunity to burn the army's 
honor, but I cannot -see fit to do so in the present, situation,

... - '25 Oct 1942

To division.commander MARUYAMA

I do.not. know what, excuse to give. I apologize for what 
I have 'done* , . . • .. .. '

...... -• ' .Commanding ISA1-1U No, 1303

25 Oct 1942 - 

To Unit Commander- NA3U

I do hot know what excuse to give. -I apologize for..what I 
have done. .

Commander of ISAMU No .--130.3 

To the officers.and men -of ray command*. -

I do not know what excuse 1^b give 'for' spoiling the reputation 
of the 'regiment because of my ignorance.- I' a.p'oreciate^ that you 
have endured long hardships .and performed your duties ̂ honestly" • 
•and conscientiously.. . ;

Unit commander, 

•'•'.' : ' ANNEX I (3V



ANNEX I '(CON 1!)

Plan of Escape •

However,-we., will'not -n-ecesso.rily escape 'even in'«ase our 
.troops carry out a dusk attack* •'" . ' '"'• •'. ...

1.' Date, time. From 04.: 40 to 05:30 on 25th.

2. Direction. 20 meters east, where we had pen.ftr.ated.

o, Command and movement of troops, 
presumably the same as before.

2d L.t.. Ono • • • .. •;' .-•••'• 
If Ono dies

. Re.gt commander will be 
in the order of
Ca:ot SUZUKI' • -
WO K03AYASHI . ..'...- 

. ' . Sgt YAMAKAWA " '" ;: ' •
Be especially careful not to lose the articles given

in. your .care. '•'•.•'..- .••••••'•,•
"4.. Advance-•secretly 'and quietly until" the enemy's front 

line . is. reached and then br.eak through the enemy line by rushing. 
After reaching the jungle---area of our forces, return by the path 
along which we originally advanced.

. •. I am. afraid that .the enemy may fire mortars etc. at'/, our pre~ 
sent-.location. : ' ' " • • 

We lost liai.son with the group 
ONO and 'two soldiers). We searched 
them. -Warrant Officer K05AYASHI wa 
not come back yet 
purpose .safely)-,

that e seeped"'fir s.-t. '(3d Lt 
but were riot able to find : ..
sent to'find them, but he has

(according to a report, they accomplished their 
Cori'di'tions are not favorable for. an escape at. .

the moment 'beca.us.e 
thought it was : the 
hesitated to do so

of the moonlight, 
best- time to carry 
because of ONO and

At 23:00 clouds ro.se and I - 
out the attempt, but we 
KOBAYASH1. Later I decided

to -carry..It out tonight. We departed at -02;00. ' The enemy 
position.-has- been strengthened since yestyerdayi The .enemy 
ion .was., so. different from yesterday' thai: ^finally it. became 
possible -to; i carry ou-t:'our escape.

dis.- .- 
situat- 
im-.'

At daybreak., we gave'Up'^hop--©' b'f escaping and began to make 
last preparations, We finished the preparations at 03; 50 ('.of 
ficial...and. private matters'-). • At 04:00 the'enemy's front line .be 
gan -firing, guns a.nd'automatic rifles. .We heard the sound of auto 
matic rifle fire- by our forces. It-was probably., .a .daybreak at 
tack by.-our-forces,. " We slowly awaited-' the 'result..;." My...mind is as 
calm as though .it ..were an ordinary-'day. If our force does not
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succeed in its attack this time,, Japan will have to reconsider, 
the matter1 of military equipment. , ;At 04:00 the 'sound of firing 
from both forces became slower. It is strange tha't 'the enemy 
fire is slow. I asked Ca.pt SUZUKI about his final preparations 
and his answer was "Well." Around 04;30,the sound of firing from 
our .forces became slower for a time. .

I am going to return my borrowed life today with short in 
terest. -..''- -

I feel sleepy because.-of exhaustion .for several days. 

At 04:30, the-enemy front, line fire reached its maximum. 

'Enemy planes appeared.

An attack is unsuccessful if a .penetration is not made when 
the enemy flr.e net 'is neutralized. . - - - ....

The mission of a'Japanese warrior is to serve his Emperor and 
his parents with fidelity. _ •

.- . I -sincerely apologize to my superiors and'to' the offic-ers 
connected with 29th Inf. Regt; I have never hea.'rd American sold 
iers talking except when'they are communicating. I admire them, 
for keeping silent.* The enemy's rear uni,t is also quiet.'

It' is hard to understand the purpose of the covered light 
machine guns in the enemy's position which fire one or two shots 
at a certain interval. It may be for the purpose of disturbing 
our -sound plotting, or perhaps the machine guns are operated by 
electricity'and no soldiers stand by.

Once before I determined that escape was impossible, and made 
all final preparations, but as I-'thought this.-determination should 
not be made lightly, I am going to try. to-escape once : -more (26th 
13:00) . . , ;' ' . ' . •• .• .. ... ••'

-Difficulty of Escaping* ...','•• • • . • '

1; .(Illegible-) '. ' . ''.-. '', ..' . - " 
.: . 2. Swift movement'is impossible"in the jungle except on the 
roads* However, the jungle is suitable for .concealment.

... 3. On- the 26th we are completely enveloped by the- enemy.

. I made Capt SUZUKI my- assistant arid formed two-men group,' 
The NCO' s.. and\men also -formed .two-men groups.- . ' ' "

It was sultry and rained., in the afternoon. How lucky we are t 

I ; ' ' " ANNEX. I (6~



ANNEX I (CGNT) - . ' "> ' : ' *

It s.eemed to me, that there is an orientation locater in.the enemy 
gun position, a.nd that the'enemy fire on'this area is directed by 
sound from the center. If my suppo'sition is correct, the movements 
we:'made last night were foolish. - This will probably .make the div- 
isiorife.method of attack clearer.

'26 After making a thorough study, we decided to escape by mov 
ing- a short distance to the east,, and we began moving,; Movement 
in the jungle on a dark night, is truly impossible. V/hen the moon 
rose we' started .to escape. Although we often met enemy positions,' 
we avoided them without any trouble.' Our escape did not progress 
as we wished because of hunger arid thirst.' At 02:0.0 we could not 
decide vrhether .to- cross the enemy's main position, arid so we pas 
sed ..the night at the ..following place; - , .

We were in great danger because our presence'was suspected 
by an enemy trench mortar '.unit, and 'two. men .came out 'scouting.

The- canteen I filled 6n -the £4th was empty. I ate one 'of 
three NA3HIG-OHENES (could not ranslate) which were the- only rat 
ions remaining, and left'two. (illegible)

Merely to. escape would be easy but a conditional (i .-ev with • 
equipment etc.) escape is really difficult; The enemy's sound 
locater and a fire'not have not yet been, completed in-this area, 
so we should make our escape tonight (night-of 25th).. ,

Although/--I was planning to escape separately, I finally 
.joined'the men and went a.long with them. • This group m'c-vernent is 
bad for both of us. - Ife must move -separately tonight. . At 11:30 
the enemy' completed the disposition in this area sending'vehicles • 
and approximately 10 .more men,- --'A simple preliminary drill was • 
also carried'out. I could not observe clearly the disposition 
from the jungle. - The interval betwe.en posts is. SO 'meters and each 
post has two machine gun-s.'- The rear post was--equipped xuith trench 
mortars and machine guns. • , ' ; .

i • - • .. ',,'•.'•
I felt'-refreshed after lying on.-'the 'ground'face upward and 

sleeping, but w.as awakened by someone'., snoring. •• Conditions were 
not. fa.yorable for making the final arrangements '(i. :e, burning the 
'6bl-'6r', .etc.')-,.'• and so we.once more made-up our, mind to' carry out
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the escape (in a group).. We again entered a. strong enemy envelop 
ment (w;e were cleverly detected by the enemy and were fired upon 
from the left and right). A complete escape (of all persons) 
'has -become hopeless. I -cannot guarrantee positively that (prob 
ably the regt color) will not fall'into the enemy's hands.

1. We must elude the .enemy's observation and penetrate this 
fire net (?)

•2. As we are in the jungle, we can not move swiftly : (jt 
took us 5 to 6 hours to go £00-300 meters arid keep our movement con 
cealed), On the other hand, officers and men have lost their 
'vigor and strength owing to the'lack of water arid food, and it 
has become impossible to accomplish the important mission of es 
caping and making a report. At the present time we are receiving 
reconnaissance fire from the enemy's enveloping line,, The sit 
uation will be worse if the' enemy finds us before dark arid'fires - 
at us. This is the reason why I took, the final determination.. 
Will you please excuse me.

The thing which should be burnt is the regimental color.. 
However, soldiers of the color guard have been dispersed and so 
the color is not here. As werare enveloped by the enemy, it has 
become impossible to burn the thing- Therefore,. I hope you will 
understand that- I will tear the thing in pieces- and scatter the 
pieces. s ' -
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• • • •? • "'•' •' ••• ;;EXTRAgTS. FROM .THE DIARY; OF ' . ' ' ; . •:• . ' .'' '.,' v 1 ' 
•'.:' • \ ••'•' ' •' ••"•'• AN'-:.UNKN'OWN'"£MENY OFFICER' " . •' .- :'•'•'•= '-'/.'

1 Oatv42'"'Th;e.'3d Bn .made .preparation .for advancement*'; • The 2d -Bn ' 
Is moving'Its position .to."K.OKUwBONA' and- the 5th and 7th-Cos. are • ' 
in--the':vicinity-.of POINT-.CRUZ. •' . • • •'';;•'. ... ' •"-. . -

2 Oe-ty There Was sound, of guns .in the" 'direction of the 
ANIKAU RIVER around; 2;00 t;. I presume .'they are attacking gun fire • 
fey ."the ON'UMA, platoon whilji -has a. mission to cross the M'TANIKAU 
RIVER /to facilitate ..the • advance ..of the "OKA Unit. ''''.. •-'"..-'

/ • ;.,- • '• . '.-•'•. ; - - ; . • . • ., . . i

3: Jp.ct_ '" ; .1. heard that- Gen',; MASU landed yesterday, "The advance " . 
.p.ers'bnnel qf a 'regiment' arrived'; in the future') the''regt. is e'x- 
pe'ct-e'd; to relieve 'the OKA 'Unit, '- From now on, the landing point 
.is expected to be the sand beach beyond the BOHEGI RIVER .so. it 
will; .'be very, convenient in' supplying provisions and forage, .

;It. is. said that there are about 40' ships in TULAG-L and 
furthermore, the powerful fl'.ee't. of our friendly array is in. the. vic 
inity of NEW- ZEALAND and. is cutting- off ' the advancing 'enemy 'route,

4 Dot- . -Enemy planes flew all night last' night t TK (tanks) 
landed at .KAMIMBO BAY and the remaining troops of .the OKA Unit 
landed -at- 'the: new- landing po.int. It seemed that the. Div, •Cornm-. 
also; landed., v . - .' • . . ' :' . ' "','

5; Oct- • • The diVjisio.n commander, came. We. entered under the com 
mand of the -AOBA "div.i-sion commander and will press' on. to-, occupy 
GUADALCANAL ISLAND.'" It afcems that the '41 (4th Inf r Regt.) will '• 
relieve the KAWAG-UCliT UNJT and will occupy the right bank sector 
of •'• the ioATANIKAU. .. RIVER and' will '• tfover the .deployment of artillery. 
The cannonade i,s expected on .the 8th and thereafter, it seems - that 
29i-'(29th; In.f , ) and 161 (16th Inf Regt.)1 will land in the area 
of-'the'- TAIVU.':'POIN5C r ,... The KAWAGUCHI 'UNIT was assigned; '. to secure'' 
the -landing point, .the* protection of 'liaison route , to 'the rear, 
and ; the supplying .of materials,' 'provisions -and forage,

6,-0'c't For the deploynflnt of the' artillery,. Ill (3d Bn) -oc-' : 
cupled 'the -left; bank- from? the rn'outh, of -che I'fA'TANIKAU RIVER and 
withi.a ps.rt of . the BA»- occupied the' ;. right bankf • '-The 41' ('4th Inf, 
Regt<) and' SA. (-.Heavy Fd. Art.'.). ;are ...indeed' the'~. sacrifice -of - entire' '' "'' '' "'' ' '

7 Oati 'We woke up at 02:.QO an.d dug tre.nche_s. We received^ an 
enemy air -attack'' as .usual.-'1 '' .•••':'' -;;- :'- '". '':'''' '••.'''' '' -'
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8 OctT The 2d Co. Is .almost annihilated. The 1st Bn was. driven 
bask byt '"th|. .enem^ gun 'fir.e,.,. .The'. night- attack ..was postponed.

9 Got . . % We received a division order which ordered the 4th Inf. 
Re:gt * ^to .qatrry out . the .night . a.ttack against . the former, 1st Co.- 
Position ajfei, occupy. thi.s .position and also; ocoiap.y: the right. 'bank' . 
position;" ttpwever.,' it" was . 02:30 -when, the ..order, came' and It. was 
only one, note before, day .break. It -was- obyi6.ua- that the enemy 
would give ; t|s a concentration of gun 'fire'. We thought it Would 
be only lps|5fof.our strength even though -we did; succeed, in- the 
night, attack^:, so .we .did' not carry out the attack and bivouacked -. 
at the. •former; ' 3d. 3n-.. i|q. '1 ,Th.e : , casual ty..o.f the '4th Inf. Regt..was 
heavy} 56? pferspns- in 'the . Ed. Bn-. about '-a; rate of . 70 .persons per 
Co.- an4'.iii"'-t|''e JLstj .Bn, ' about. 50 persons.- • In ; the ; 2d-and 3d Co.' 
about IpO.peiisons in. the rest of the 1st Bn. ,. -in-'-the .Bn Hq. .3. ;. • 
s'ergearits -,w(-;r,e seripusly.' wo.uhded. . '• '. i .... ,..-.'' ; .'-'.''

- . '.There .was M!un fire .from, our' friendly'.!warships, last- night 
and 'this' morning,. ,Th,'e'15 howi't^ers ,a.re. located, in jungle, near '•, 
the '-Regt, Hq.' and "it is pre-arranged to . deploy' today. The '20th' 
Jnd, Kt. Art,, with 6 cannons a.rrived near .our position. Prepara 
tion 'for attack, is progressing ..st.eadily r ;.. There. .were no .attack's -. 
from the enemy artillery ̂ and; airplanes... ,1 pr.iswne that the. reason 
for ''this 'is .that the enemy ; has a- great .d'amage oV -has- a shortage 
of ammunition, • ' _ ' "• ' ' .

ir'Oc.ti '::"• The- enemy .art ill er.y fir.e had .co.mpletely 'ceased. last . .. .'• 
night, '''In the. evening 35 enemy combat planes, 5. • 'Boeing- bombers . ... 
arid a few other bombers' which are 'either reinforcenlent-s "Or the 
places whiqh had e.scaped..- to another- airfield,.; landed at the air-
drp me -,;""" - . ' .'-'•••,:'. • . >. .'-.. ; - ' - '-.•"•• ' " •-

12 'Ob.t',- /; ; Most of the: -ene'my plan e.s '-took .off ' tcwardr TUIjAG-r. 1 early.:. ... 
in the; rno'rriing,. - Due 'to the'; .delay, -of a d^iaion landing pTari, ..,../ 
the general; 'attack -was" postponed 'until' tvjo; days later. The'. I5omi 
howitzers (96 year .type) .w'.er.e. .unloaded from -the 'S.ea-plan.e'' tenders 

. NI&3I-N 'and; TITOSE. ..',;, !; .'heard that we . ar6 contracting' ,wlth thev com- 
bined .flee't.' for;, .the- execution, 'ot gun fir.e ;.'fr;binv : 'the . -War-ship sV, .'- ... /. •

13 'S 'c v |'t "seems.': 'that "two' enertiy transport.. 'ships', two 'light. 
cruis^^'S aii'd ,prie,. de's t:trpy.er. ent-ered the harbor and "are - engaging in 
un|6k|iKg';bpB'r&tipn.s>: ,• Around .09; 00. aoo.ut 29 of - our. . opera,'tio-n., . .. 
planes- '_da:me. -tp- bomb: ;t'h'emV" ;F;or\the. purpose o>f ..c'oye-ri.n'g-.' th'e: landing 
of --|<ec&'a-i'nihg;'trobps 6f the division and^ 'the' unloading 'of provisions 
and^-r fb^age by the 'oonvlO^.^Gf, >;;6^^t^3;asp-oivt-vsii-lps, 2 cruisers, and other 
tomorrow, hight (TA3^jP^J^^-^OIC-I^3QWA.)Civ^.he'; -156m Howitzer"-;will ;'
carry out firing from -19'; 00- until 23;00; From 23.;00 the fleet 
w.iio,^.a,. cadre, ships are KONG-0 an:d .HA8UNA •'..'( and maybe MUT3MUT30 and WAGATO)
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.will fire about 2000 shells 'tonight; It is also said that a navy
anti-aircraft unit at TAS3AFARGKGA ;'and a part, of the 45th-and the
47th anti-aircraft: Bn. 'at 'KOKUMBONA arid the. M..G-, at our present
area will "begin, .firing's tomorrow morning...."! heard that there 
are two l5'cm, 'howitzers. (96 type) in .'the' front jungle and will

fregard to the 
V guns will fire

/begin firing -against", the airdrome at 19:'QO.,. In'regard to the 15om. 
;hdwitzer'it is 'unknown. . The two field artillery guns wil!

• again'st the mortar at MATANIKAU-... ; - •. • •.

14 Oct . After the firing from the 15cm, howitzer, the warships 
shelled the airdrome and'the airdrome, was set -afire.'. There "were ' 
three . explosions in. THE AIRDROME in the morning'but I do not know 
whether they were explosions of powder or gasoline.

The result of the war'is unknown, but we.'could not se-e
••any of 10 enemy warships and 2 transports ships which were'-in 
the harbor. I sighted'only 11. combat -planes' and 1 bomber that 
took off from'the airdrome this morning.... I did not hear much sound 
of guns only rifle shots,.and I presume they are short of ammun- ' 
ition.- • Enemy artillery fired.once in a while, as soon as our 15cm. 
howitzers-begin firing, the 15cm ? enemy howitzers begin to counter- 
fire continuously. .' ...--. • '. - ••' .

15 Oct The gun fire .from .our warships started, at 11; 00 as pr'e- 
, arranged, In the morning, I .saw 6 of our--friendly .-transport ships 
in the harbor, ' It wa's ".'expected .that main strength, 161, 2031 
(probably a'mistake 'as the 203i is already identified (main strength 

, of-16th Inf. Regt 203d I'nf, Regt* 1 Sqdn. of 10th Cavalry, 1 Co, 
of 15th Howitzer, 1 Co, of 1st Tank Unit, 1 Co. --'of 1st Ind, Rapid 
firing-gun and anti-aircraft gun-3n.. would land'and supply would ' 
be unloaded, • Enemy coast artillery guns .were firing fiercely on 
us. . Enemy planes attacked our transportation ships "and set fires 
on two of them, '

16 Oct '• -The'division with the, NASU Det f (.291) will maneuver to- 
'. ward." the upper'.-stream of the LUNG-A RIVER on 'the left bank.

41: (4th Inf. R'egt) ' will occupy/the position-oh'the' right'.bank of 
the MAT'ANIKAIT RIVER two days-prior to the .general attack (under''"" 
the command of ;Ma;j .' G-en. . SUMIVOSHI), -.The- artillery will go in 
the position, in the vicinity of the former Navy H-Q'and'-wlll 
start firing from 19th, 'especially if..the agreement" with'the Navy' 
•is'\made, one-3h will land in- the vicinity of .the LUNC-A RIVER, or 
at the.pier. 161 (16th'Inf.. Regt) will be .the .reserve unit and

• will .advance in the direction of either the NASU or the KANAG-UCHI
• Detach, whichever the result of battle is-greater or pre-arranged. 
According to the report,'the enemy'fleet is advancing .toward the.' 
'north. "If we'c^n annihilate It, .we would .give, the enemy a damaging

*> . '?.- '•• ': ' ' 'ANNEX J (3)



of ( coi^ )'••'• - , •• *
blow, materially and mentally, and we will be able to put one Bn 
in a very advantageous position-, The concealment ./of the plane of 
the operating units is very important-. The Regt will divert the 
enemy from the'direction of the shore roa'd ;. .

17 Oct •'. Last. night I heard tiia-'E 'our submarine had sunk 1 enemy 
transport 'ship- and 1 destroyer-. .South of LUlrG-A POINT and thi-s 
'morning our bombers bombed 3 .destroyers. 'The activity of our Navy, 
is great, The rate of fire-of our'artillery is slow compared to. 
that of the enemy, because we spend more.time in observation so 
as to-save ammunition. However,, 'the calibers of the guns on war 
ships are big and'mugzle velocity is great., Moreover, .the guns- 
which have 'been firing against the airdrome are from warships 
above cruisers'so guns are bigger than-.30 cm. I suppose /the blow 
which it gave is great. In. the evening £ Boeing bombers appeared 
but immediately'flew bsck. I presume- they came from port Moresby.

.18 Oct -Ac.cording to an artillery office.r, our warship shelled 
the airdrome and only .three planes"are able to fly.' The combined 
fleet which is 'operating in this vicinity, consists of 15 'to 16 
ships-and" they are expected to attack enemy warships. '• I 'heard 
that an advance party, of the maneuvering..'unit, arrived.at the up- 
per'stream of the .LlfNG-A RIVER pa's sing through Austen Mt» About 1200 
sacks of-rice, and about 500 boxes' of hard tack and- canned goods 
were burnt-by the 'bombs'from .airplanes .and. guri 'fires from the. war 
ships which 'occured yesterday. •-..."..-•. • '•

19 Oct' It seemed that the Div* will' send SHOJI Detach, who.has 
many experiences, in battle and who has succeeded in occupying'the'.. 
airdrome twice at HONG-KONG and'KARIJIYATE (?•).-to the area on-the '• 
right -bank of LUNG-A RIVER, '- ' . '

29i (29th Inf. Regt.) will advance'along the l.e.ft bank area- of
•LUNGA RIVER and will attack the enemy from rear, right flank.' _3<T 
Bn. of OKA Unit will occupy the positions of Mt. Austen and NEKO 
(.cat) and OKA Unit, will occupy the enemy position on the right . . 
bank, of hATANIKAU RIVER .and advance to SHI3HI (lion)' and -TO'RA • •'•
-.(tiger) by making a right detour. " 4i (4th. .Inf. Reg-t>,). will en 
gage in the • covering of the artillery on. the l.ef.t..bank of the'. 
I'lAT'ANIKAU RIVER and the defence's, of the coast,'but according to 
the', situation the 4th Inf. Regt,-, might advance by leapfrogging 
OKA Unit in the right-bank, .area''of MATANIKAU RIVER.- • I. .heard ."that 
yest'eirday a part, of NASU D.etach, receive^ machine; gun. fire from •' 
the " enemy.- - . 41 (4th -inf.-. Regt.)' wi.ll .advance for' the purpose to 
divert;.':*;he' enimy, When night-came enemy, planes .-started flying 
for observation, but there were, no'-gun, fires .from the enemy, prob 
ably they were afraid--to be'.-.shelled by 'the war ships.-
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25 Oct ' -The regt .has made the preparation for attack but there 
is no sign of move. '.I heard'-that'we • o-ccupied a .part of the air 
drome. "According to Sgt SA3AK1 the attack by the division main •• 
strength wi'll be carried out tonight.- At. night' the- enemy artil-*' •• 
le-ry 'opened fires and our artillery count.erf iredi 'Enemy -shells .• 
dropped near-; our position in the Jungle; -It .was very difficult 
to'discover the enemy position. . • •..,..'..

26 Oc't '•" Last night' the'' night attack '-of • the" 3d" Bn did not pro-.:-; 
gress as-we wished.. •' The-y say".'that" OKA "•Unit, -did not attack the- -. . 
enemy up oh : the order, 'and; t h'e( :OK^) left his unit and-stayed at the ._• 
point 2 kilometers .east' of the .narrow bridge. It seems that the 
regt corndr..does not know--what t.o do-with him.' - ; •• ' •

We heard the' slow gun fires: in-'the'-vicinity of -the' div-'-. 
ision main strength. It "seerh's that--'-the -attack irr 'the 5 area -of the 
army main -strength also- did not; progress . smoothly.. The 38th. Div 
ision (less 2031) is concentrated in • the' /vicinity of Rabaul-.so as 
to be "used either at'port' Moresby or G-UADAL/GANAL; It is---sa'ld. that 
the 30th' Div will be us.ed in this Islnnd- and it'will make"-'the.. " 
force ' landing probably" at KAS'Hl '(?)• which is.'one day walk .•'from - -• 
TAIVU -POINT.' " ... ; - • •" ' ' "- .: .. • ' ' - ; '.

The KAWAG-UCHI .Detach.' wi'll 'cover its', landing and 'the '••• . 
division1 'will wait an opportunity .at- the.-upp'er stream of the LUNG-A. 
RIVER. - I heard- that there are -one" regt ''of 15 H (15cm''Howltz,er). - 
one Bn of 10k- (10th Qsv, Regt) and one regt- of TK:.(Tank) in Rabaul..

27 Oct Enemy planes flew above us to reconnoiter bur -plan-vand • 
fired the machine 'gun'into the vicinity; 'of AA (Anti-aircraft:) -•:.-." 
position, The-y say- that our combined-'fleet sunk 2 battleships-, •' 
9 destroyers and cruisers altogether, ari:d: -.4 .aircraft carriers on 
the Solomon-Sea, - I.1 •• suppose the reason the navy- dld v no't co'ope-rate 
with the division In the-general attack-is "that they vcere'',.engaged 
in the . sea-battle with the enemy fleet, ' The main-'strength of the' 
division will retreat 8 kilometers-'-from the' airdrome.' And the 
KAWAG-UCHI Unit will .retrea't to -KASH (?). to cover, the "landing' of •* 
the 36th Dlv. Ther'e is.':a; rumor'• that 'the 38.th"'Diy. will make '. -^- landing tomo.rrow". . .' '''•--.••.•'" ' • •.'..'•' • '•"••• ' :

28 Oct .-The'landing, o-f. 2>8th 'division t'b.day was only'the" rumor.- •• 
A't.' the-.p-re-s-ent time" we are still pursuing, remaining' enemies, lt' : . ; .- 
Is. perhaps impossible to' make-'-the landing-. For '.some'-' time- there ' • 
will, be--no- hope "of-'attacking-enemy which .is expected- on : '3 Nov-; • 
the'.anniversary of .th§ -Emperor 'Heiji. • ••'.-.,. ';"...'•• ''"- " . ' :••

*• -. - •.-•- -
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20 Oct In the morning friendly bombers bombed the enemy pos-'; 
ition and enemy anti-aircraft guns' counter-fired; The division is 
advancing steadily to the attack preparation position* . The consid 
eration, which the divlsibn-'-cbnirnander has at the present time is 
whether the main strength of-~the enemy is oh ' the left bank-'of the 
LUNG-A RIVER, .or. in'--the vicinity of'the airdrome'.we might-1 postpone 
it a f ew- days so ' that- the'- '161 ; (16th Inf.'- RegtV) .can penetrate 'some 
more, liy estimation- is '"that -the main strength is'probably oh'the 
left bank area. And, ,it seems that the enemy is extremely sen*-- 
sitive of -the-beach area. The enemy again bombed, the. vicinity t of 
'the. road-* '; "It 'seemed that night, bombing and sea-'battle'-were held!

21'-Oct As- soon as. our field'artillery began'firing at the right 
bank of the:MATANIKAU RIVER the enemy artillery'eounterfired %at
'the .area'which presumed to be the-narrow bridge, and-the 1st Co,: 
dummy position.' .'TWO enemy planes are flying-above us, I heard 
that OKA Urii-t-will;'carry out the night' attack --against -.the-.- enemy 
positiin oh'the-right bank of the I-lATAKIKAU RIVER-tonight.' "±t 
appears that the. Div. has entered the attack •• preparation-position
'successfully. The 'general attack will -be carried out tomorrow. 
For the purpose of covering the night attack of CKA Unit, our field 
Artillery.,. with the main strength'-will fire against.'the enemy-''

. mor't'ars on the'right bank of the KATAMIKAU RIVE A-.-and' with'.'a" part
' of it will engage in- the anti-artillery combat at 1430.-- It.'-.is' ' 
impossible to' fire'on the enemy mortar'with our artillery-o'n the 
right bank of the MATAHIKAU RIVER* - It has been said that the
'mortar is'the best to fire against the'jnortar, According to the 
estimation made-by MAKIMO, "the . enemy strength of--the--HATAKIKAU
-RIVER is 'about one battalion' with' about- "8' mortars. ' The riight
- attack' liv the moonlight night rs-very difficult and we have to con 
sider the damages- by "enemy mortar. - Moreover, -'we -must expect- -the

--attack by'eneniy'planes and- 'enemy'artillery' after'occupying the 
'-right bank position of the MATANIKAU RIVER.--- The mission- of 'OKA 
Unit is the diversion of ; the'" enemy 'but this'--will-be the desp'e'rate

- diversion. The regt. has decided to cross the MATANIKAU RIVER at 
the mouth'of the'river, cooperating-'With; OKA Unit to devert the 
enemy prior^'-to' the division 'general attack^ 1 TKs'':(one indept, 
t'ank unit) v;as' attached to .'the .-3d- Bn and they were placed as the
-front line unit. "We.'-'depa'rted at 1-430. .advancing- along-' the shore
-'line. We 'met -'fierce' eneiny' : "fires-in the -vicinity o'f the-'-'river 
mouth. The general attack was postponed until tomorrow.

24 Oct - The-general attack of .the 'division-has;--start'ed. •'•''The . 
enemy'gun fires are very-accurate and'most of--'them- dropped" ori the 
road. ¥hen our'-'tank beg&n retreating :'endmy."g'uh'-Tires "concentrated ch them* •••."•• • '• : •- •• "' .•"'•.'•' : '•'- •'.':"•• •".;'<•'•.•• '.: "'•-..:'
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• ANNEX K

108/222 :

OPERATION ORDER
No.- 13-42 • • • • . . .

Maps: . .Map 104 L,unga Area, 1:20,750

TASK ORGANIZATION
(a) 5til Marines"

5th Marines . . 
Detachment 1st Spl Wpns Bn 
Detachment 1st Engr Bn

(b) 2d Marines ' •' 
2d Marines (less 3d Bn). .'

(c) Whaling 'Group'
3d Bn 7th Marines ... 
Sniper Detachment . ••

(d) llth Marines ' '" " ' ' 
llth Marines ,

(e) 1st Marine Air Wing .
Designated elements . 
.1st -Marine Air Wing '

(f) 1st Engineer Bn :.
•Designated-elements ; 
1st Engineer Bn

(g) Advanced Naval Base
. Boat detachment . . .',/

First Marine Division 
Fleet Marine Force 
^Postmaster, San Francisco 
California

30 October, 1942. 1200

Col Edson

Col Arthur : 

Col Whaling

BrlgG-en del Valle 

MajGen Geiger

'Frazer 

Capt Greenman •-

1. (a) The Japanese 2d Division -which holds the area POINT 
CRUZ - TASSAFARONGA has been defeated with great loss in 
the recent fighting 1 'along the- MAT AN IKAU and LUN.GA RIVERS,

(b) First Marine Divlsio'h-(reinforced) will be supported 
• by 1st Marine Air Wing and (tentatively) by a naval task 

force.
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2. A task.group from this division will attack to the west 
on 1 November seize the village of KOKUMBONA and drive 
the enemy.beyond the POHA RIVER in order to secure the 
airfield from,long range artillery:

tflmo bf attack* "' 0630 1 November 
. Line of departure: MATANIKAU RIVER

Formation} Column of regiments, 5th Marines
in assault*

3. (a). 5th Marines - Attack to the west on a front of
approximately 1500 yards with right flank on the coast. 
Main effort along the high ground in center of zone,

(b) 2d Marines (Reserve) - Follow attack moving in right 
of 5th Marines zone. Be prepared to attack on the left 
of the 5th Marines or to effect a relief for the continua 
tion of the attack on order,

(o) Whaling G-roup - Move out along the high ground
south of 5th Ma.rines zone of advance* Assist the advance
of 5th Marines. Protect left (south) flank. v %

(d) llth Marines ~ Support the attack placing mass of 
fire initially in the zone of advance of 5th Marines, 
Displace to -the xirest as necessary to insure continuous 
support of the attack by at least two battalions up to 
the line of the POHA RIVER.

(©) Firsf'.Marine Air'Wing'- Support the attack by bombing 
and strafing hostile positions with particular reference 
to.troop concentrations and fieXd batteries. Conduct 
battle reconnaissance. Provide artillery spotting plane 

,. on call llth. Marines, , .

..(f) 1st Engineer Battalion ~ On night D-l day throw four 
: assault bridges across MATANIKAU RIVER at points designated 
by CO 5th Marines. On D-day construct temporary.vehicular 
bridge to accomodate division loads near mouth of river. 
Attach demolition detachment to 5th Marines*

(g) Advance Naval Base ~ Be prepared to provide on call 
maximum number of landing craft available for use in 
supply and evacuation and movement of troops by water,

(x) (1) Maximum use will be made of air and artillery
Artillery and mortar fire will be placed upon 

objective prior to its assault and upon each wooded 
ravine or streamline suspected of hostile occupation 
prior to its passage by the infantry.



(2) Anti-mechanized defense in depth will be provided along 
the coastal road in the right of -the 5th Marines zone,

(3) Contact with the beach will be maintained at all times.

4. Administrative details later.

5. Signal Communication Annex A.

BY COMMAND OF MAJOR GENERAL VANDEGRIFTJ

G-, C. THOMAS,
Colonel, U.S. Marine Corps, 

Chief of Staff.

Annexes:
A - Signal Communication

Distribution} Special 

OFFICIAL: :

M» B. TWINING, 
LtCol., USMC, 

D-3.
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108/222

C/o

First Marine Division,
Fleet Marine Force, 

Postmaster, San Francisco, California.

30 October, 1942.

MEMORANDUM FOR: All Units,

1, In preparation for the attack scheduled 1 November 
the following changes in dispositions will be effected:

(a) Beginning morning 31 October 5th Marines move 
to line of departure. Regimental Headquarters and 2d Bn 7th 
Marines and 3d Bn 1st Marines withdraw to LUNGA .POINT and take 
over 5th Marines Sector.

(b) Beginning afternoon 31 October 2d Marines (less 
3d Bn) move to bivouac area vicinity 74*0 - 200,5.

(c) In order to protect crossings of the MATANIKAU 
RIVER 3d Bn 7th Marines and 3d Bn 1st Marines will each leave 
in place a covering detachment of the battalion heavy weapons 
company. .

(d) During hours of darkness 164th Infantry will 
maintain two companies as mobile reserve for support of sectors 
east of LUNGA RIVER.

(e) During hours of darkness COj Sd'Def.enae Battalion 
will direct 1st Pioneer Battalion to maintain two companies 
as mobile reserve for support of sectors west of LUNG-A RIVER.

M. B, TWINING,
LTCOL., USMC,-

D-,3.



First Marine Division
" ' Fleet Marine Force

^Postmaster, San Francisco 
California

•'•'•• . • '30 October,' 1942,

ANNEX "A" TO DIV OPN ORDER 13-42
' • , . • ,' 31 G- COM

Map; Map 104 'Lunga Area 1:20,750 . '•' ' ' : •. . 

!• (a) See Opn Order. '

' (b) CP locations to be reported. when Initially 
established and after each .displacement.

2* Use all practicable agencies sig com. See SOPCOM 4. 
Complete installations by 1800, 31 October,

•• j 3, (a) Slg Co- establish Div Adv Cen vicinity 
present 3d Bn 1st 'Marines CP. < '• .

(b) WIRE COM

(I): Sig Co install and. .maintain 2 wire, lines
direct from Div OP to Div Adv Msg'Cen.. Install tp sbd with code 
name TEXAS FORWARD. Establish wire .com with .3d Bn 7th Marines 
(Whaling Group) CP and with '7th Marines CP, Lay two-' wire 
lines to initial CP of 5th Marines, and one .wire.. line; to Initial 
CP of 2d Marines. Assist in maintenance -wire, lines from TEXAS 
FORWARD, to -CP.'regt in assault, •'•. • ' :.. ..-"•'•.

.-. .•- - (2) 5th Marines extend' and .maintain two. wire 
lines received, from TEXAS FORWARD .from Initial CP.. . Sig Co • 
will .assist In maintenance* •••'.-'• .•'•'"'' :

...'•.• (.3) 2d -Marines extend and-' maintain i&ffe wire line 
received from TEXAS -FORWARD from' initial CP, '. .,' ;

(4) Whaling Group extend a;nd maintain- :o:ne wire 
line received from TEXAS FORWARD from; initial 1 CP. as far as 
practicable. Thereafter establish wit'e com with left: assault 
bn of assault regt when situation' permits* -, ,' ..V

(5) 1st Engr Bn establish and maintain wire com
with TEXAS •FORWARD. -•' .... . '• ' • . : '' .

ANNEX A



(°) HAD COM In accordance with following chart:

ORGANIZATION

CG 1ST MAR DIV
DIV ADV -MSG CEN

5TH MARINES
2D MARINES
WHALING GROUP
11TH MARINES
1ST MARAIRWING

SUPPORT PLANE COMDR •
RON PLANE
ARTY ' SPOT PLANE
AIR LN PTY (if provided)

1ST ENGR BN
ADVANCED NAVAL BASE-

BOATS

CALL : ': 3- 
: 7 • ?• f*j• R •" 
• O

MDI: .X
. AMC.: W
MAE: X.
ART: X
WGR: X :
DEV: X
MAR: L
SPL:

*RPL:
*ASP:'
*APY :
NGR: ¥

: ANB: W
BTS: Y

3 
1 
5 
5
X

X
Yz .
L
X
X
X,

X
•

4 
5 
1
0

X

-

X

•

TBY

P:8 ~:T 
4:6

.

X
X
X

.

Y

EMERG 
2 
3 8 ' 
5
X

E
E
E
E
E

' 
.

E
E
E

Units use calls and frequencies assigned In SOI for corn
within unit.

•"•If more than one plane add 1, 2, 3, etc* to assigned call* 
W Establish continuous watch whenever wire com not available. 
X Continuous watch during opn. 
Y When committed to action.. 
Z When working with aircraft. . 
L Listening watch only. 
E Emergency net. Any unit may shift, to work DIV In this

• net' in an emergency, ; ' ' . .

(2) Maintain RAP SILENCE (continuous listening 
watch) except for operational cheek, par x(5), or in emergency, 
until hour of atk. Thereafter no restrictions.

(a) vis COM '
Sig Co establish vis sig station vicinity KUKUM' 

by 0630 1 Nov for com with unit vis stas along beach west of 
MATANIKAU.

(e) PANEL COM

i Use 1st Mar Div Simplified Alr~Ground Panel 
Code No. 1,

(f) PYROTECHNICS - Following special Pyrotechnic 
Code assigned for this Opn only;

ANN
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By Ground Units ; ,
ASSISTANCE REQUIRED.........,...; GREEN STAR CLUSTER
ATTACKED BY STRONG ENEMY FORCE,».AMBER STAR PARACHUTE 
LIFT GUNFIRE... i» * * . , * i ............GREEN STAR PARACHUTE
SEND BOATS.. * ......................AMBER STAR CLUSTER '
AM ATTACKING..................... WHITE STAR CLUSTER
(FOR LOCAL USE OF UNITS)..........WHITE STAR PARACHUTE
BOATS LAND HERE................. ."WHITE VERY STAR ' ;
(FOR LOCAL USE OF UNITS).........RED VERY STAR ':
EMERGENCY IDENTIFICATION SIGNAL..GREEN VERY STAR

By Aircraft
RED VERY LIGHT- Display Front Line Company

Headquarters marking panels.
WHITE VERY LIGHT Signal Understood (or if no

signal has been made) Display 
Identification Panels.

(x)(l) Following map reference point designations assigned 
for use of all units;

POINT COORDINATES POINT COORDINATES
A~flrm - (71.6-200,4) D~og (65.1-202.3)
B-aker (70.6^201.2) E-asy (70.8^199.8)
C-ast (63.9^202.8)

(2) Password for opn ~ Current dally password.

(3) Make maximum use PREARRANGED.. MSG--CODE. Following add!-. 
tional meanings assigned':

. • Prep Afi'rm Afirm........... ...AIRCRAFT .
Prep Fox Afirm (time/time)....FRIENDLY PLANES WILL BE

IN AIR. (FROM__TO ) 
Prep Roger Queen,.............REQUEST

(4) -Use CSP 488 (M-94), CSp'l369/l370(2) or CSP 1249 (A), with 
Div for encrypted msgs, .. ' . • .

(5) Task groups check into Div 2385 and 3725 kos nets prior 
1600, 31 Oct. ' •" -' ;

(6) Special Flag Signal ~ Unit.with..right (north) flank 
resting on beach -be 'prepared' to "display large RED with WHITE 
center signal flag to mark limit of advance for boats ( or 
tp naval gunfire support ships if naval gunfire support 
provided*
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(7) Pay particular, attention to GROUND~AIR~BOAT Emergency 
Challenge and Re-cognition SjLgnals* ' ' .

4. Units/responsible for own supply during bpru

5. (a) Index No. 4-42 to SOI applies except as modified above, 

.(b) Uae local (LOVE) zine time, .

(c) Task G-roUps synchronize- watche-s '.with- Div (TEXAS) telephone 
operator, •

; BY COMMAND OF MAJOR G-ENBRAL-VANDEGRIFT :

,.. • . G. C. THOMAS, 
Colonel,.-.U. S. Marine Corps, 

Chief, of Staff - .

Distribution;
Same as Opn Ord '•• ' • .

0 F F 1C I A L: ' "', • • •''••• .••'•"

M. B. TWINING, 
LtCol., USMC, 

D-3.
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ANNEX N 
1 • . INTELLIGENCE ../'... '

Introduction.

The fifth and final phase of the Guadalcanal Operation' 
of the First. Marine Division'Reinforced, embracing all 
activities in the area following the" .arrival of the Seventh 
Marines until' the withdrawal of"the Fifth Marines,. in point 
of time covers the longest period to be designated"in a 
distinct' phase* While a .busy term.in all aspects'of the 
campaign, In the intelligence field it was a. period of 
development and exploitation of already existing instrumen 
talities, 'rather than one. of establishing new agencies for 
information gathering. The following paragraphs, will 
briefly outline, the course of events and show their bearing 
on intelligence activities,, likewise how' intelligence material' 
affected the":conduct of the Division's mission* A recapitula 
tion of the sources of enemy information'and intelligence • 
'tasks of Divisional-,., attached, allied' and subordinate units 
as they .functioned in the final; phase will -summarize this ' 
report, concluding with comments on the mistakes and short 
comings of. the intelligence" set up,, along with, suggestions 
for improvements .in future'operations. .' ; . '.,..,

' . ' ORDER. OF EVENTS '. "'.'.'

The night of 2Q September,1 Just two days after the 7th 
Marines ha:d landed, the Jnps attacked northward1'.along 'a ridge 
held by the 3rd battalion'of the newly arrived regiment'. Two 
companies were cut off from each.other and''communications 
knocked out,. All the usual cunning, and wiles used, by the, 
enemy in earlier 1 battles were again displayed. In reporting 
this action to D-2, the. Battalion Intelligence, Officer of 
this unit noted that most of his- f;ellow officers were impressed 
with the fact that the Japs did not ..'take advantage 'of chances 
for damage* Targets'; that were available were' Ignored, 'and 
there was a lot of firing with apparently little damage. 
In commenting, the ~Bn-2 stated that there seemed to be 'no 
purpose .to the raid'other than to harass or. possibly to; feel 
out new troops just put on the line.

, On Oct. 2 a reconnaissance mission under the direction 
of Major John V., Mather, AIF.,.. who. had come ashore with the 
7th Marines and was attached -to .D-2 .immediately because of 
his previous expeerience in the Solomons, set out for Malaita,. 
to;...investigate the possibility of and to arrange with the 
•fttendlyfnatives' for the elimination of a Japanese coast 
watching station of 22 men with a radio transmitter. This 
was reported at Cape Astrolabe on that island. The party
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completed their reconnaissance by ..October 7, having contacted 
•the native headman .and ..reliable members,.of the local constabu 
lary. The sequel-to this, missio'n was written on November 5 
when a Marine patrol operating out of Tulngi against Cape • 
Astrolabe completely wiped out the post at 0800, having killed 
19- Japs, taken one wounded prisoner and wounded .the remaining 
two escapees whom- the natives'were rounding. up in .the bush. 
Thr? radio equipment and documents were taken, intact and., all 
rifles, machine guns, .and ammunition, were captured, --By care- 
ful planning, reconnaissance, and correct periodic reporting 
from the natives through the coast watcher station on Mnlaita, 
no casualties were, sustained on this operation. , -

By October 2 it had. become apparent that the Catholic' 
priests and nuns- in hiding- at Tangarare would have to.be. 
evacuated from.Guadalcanal'for their own safety* Many . • 
communications' from the coast watcher at Lavoro Pass station 
and also from the watcher, in the central -.mountain fastness 
of the island had been.received asking aid for the clerias and 
the 1 Bishop who was reported ill.. Consequently, the first 
of the coastal sailing schooners''to be placed at the disposal 
of- the CG, 1st MarDlv., .and to be .administered by the D-2, 
was dispatched .on the. afternoon of,October from .the. -.Naval. 
Operating Base at Lunga Point to Tangarare for the purpose 
of evacuating. 7 nuns, 5 priests, and .the-Bishop. -Returning 
to Lunga the afternoon of 4'October, the priests and nuns were 
transferred to. the U3S Foraalhaut, . unloading cargo .at the time,- 
for transportation-to Noumea. The. Bishop and some- native '. 
nuns were transported to Malatia per'their request* At .this . 
time the : Mes?,rs. Rb.oades and Schroder closed their, coast'. 
watching station at Lavoro and came in to'the DSIO statibn at 
Lunga, because"' Japanese . patrolling' from .Visaln' had.made • the 
situation untenable. . : .. . '•'".':.'

• With this ̂ pioneer voyage of the .auxiliary vessel .Ranp.da, 
a word must be • said about the employment .of the 'four. ...small 
boats which came under the aegis -of the D-S. To the .lo-ng -. 
^ccount of yeoman'.1 s service in..which the Raraacla was used, 1 , 
carrying supplies of, various coast : watchers, rescuing ..stranded 
and wounded pilots, from remote havens where friendly .natives 
had cared far them' after crashes and forced landings', and re« . 
connaissance missions to other islands, including & trip .around 
to the south side of Guadalcanal island, must be added to the 
many coastwise trips of the A.V. Mendana, the A.V. Nanui, 
and the A.V. Reb Roy. All 'of these were rescued from disuse, ' 
after their owners in the 'Solomon Islands were forced to hide 
them from''the Jans, .and upon, being rehabilitated by the Allied 
forces.^at Guadalcanal,' were individually pressed into service . 

they became available. .• '
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-;;" From Qcto.ber ;.6" to.. .October' 9 the enemy was engaged. In an 
operation along, the ..e£.st .bank of the. Matanikau. River which was 
of, particular significance .tot ~the' Intelligence Section of• the 
Division in that '-/enemy .documents of; inestimable .value w.ere 
captured-, turned in to the Division Japanese Interpreter,

, and, translated* ' While a detachment .of 1st Marine Raider 
Battalion arid 3d Battalion, • 5th Marines, added to 'their list

.'of commendable'-accomplishments in practically annihilating" 
an. enemy/force estimated, .at one company, firmly entrenched 
in well prepared 1 positions and protected from all sides by 
their machine'gun-fire, the real value- of •• this engagement, 
was In the captured enemy-'operation order ~which 'revealed 
'that the .Japs, were sending reinforcements and' supplies'.to.', 
their troops on . Guadalcanal. every night, .-This information, 
belated as it'was,'neverthele.ss enabled the U.S. Naval 
forces'in the South Pacific, to whom it was immediately.;; 
communicated, to intercept the large Japanese task force..which 
they blasted-and d.estroyed behind Savo Island -the night of 
October 11-18. .' '..-.'.,-, '•;'' ' .' '• "=•.;.; . •' . .

. Patrolling- activities- by members of .-the".D-2 Section,--which 
had been discontinued after the disastrous patrol" led by .. 
Colonel- Goettge,- we.re. resumed at the end .of -September,, .when- 
Pfc.'Wendling-and Private Massaro of- Division Irit'elllgence 
accompanied three members of -the. 1st. Raider Bn on: a reconn 
aissance.'mission in the Aola -'-Kollotumarla "region east of 
Lun'ga. . Tho- party was under the command of Pl.Sgt,- .Pe.trtus of 
.the Raiders and was guided by. two of Gspti'-Glemens 1 native 
police, boy-s, Andrew and Daniel,* the" chief" scout.. Landing 
from a Hlggins-boat jiear-the (Jovernm^.nt Station at. Aola- ••:• 
the party went.-Inland" and. .westward to. G-urabusu,'where, they - : 
split in two groups,, with Raiders, a D«2..man, and';a native 
scout-in each-unit. The -purpose -of th.e'riilsslon/.-w^'s to.-dis- 
cover the strength of .an enemy encampment believed t"o. be In 
the vicinity .of Kollotumaria. --The enemy was not to ,be 
engaged and the. party' s presence was necessarily : to, bG.-,k©pt-. .. 
secret, . .One grou^p moving on to- the village of Gegende was 
aided by the addition of .two. native scouts who were more 
familiar with'.the territory to be' patrolled than-either...., -. • -'I 
Daniel or Andrew. , . .. - -.. • -.'••• '..'•• •:

~> ",•••••:'•'.''"''• ' ••'•'.-

-* Cpl. Andrew Langabaea ••(Malaita) ' 4nd Cpl«. Daniel. Pule ' . 
(Roviana)'remained at'Aola:In September and October directing 
scouts'in,'¥* sector uhder. the. direqtipri.'.of .Captdln Clem.ens. ' 
They, .provided guides, and carrier's'-"f rau.the .Gu.rabusa. clean-up, 
secured beaches .'fro,. •pr-elli5iina;ry : reconnaissance- patrols,
-watched over. Government: ,'pra,peT ty-> '/'-etc,..:'. Daniel., returned to - 
Lunga in November became. ,Q>M..;Sergeant -of ..cannibal ; battalion. 
Mppew rMTiained -at 'Aola* ...-Both.:*rere ! awarded B.E.M. by Resident 
Commi"ssi-*nar. Andrew, ' the., military man, is believed promoted 
to Sgt, Hajor of augmented police. Daniel'is,the chief clerk 
and scholar -'®f the group, typist, recorder, historian, linguist.
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Pvt» Mas.saro. state-s that in'recbhnoltering the Jap camp at 
Koilotumaria village the party .was at''time's'within .200 yards 
of.. the:v ene;my,..';" They:'.were thus able 'to not only .locate him./ 
but to. :eatlma't.;e'his,.'s.treng'th f The. units Joined...up: at Apia'- 
and returned, -to camp .by: ; boat j which came to 'pick; the'm up ; 
at an appointed time. The success 'of this mission without 
casualties., was in a large measure due to the splendid 
cooperation of the : 'native constabulary acting as guides and- 
their .ability'to recruit Other boys on the spot for "local scouting* . •';• . " ••':'' .''..-•-'..'' .' . '

Based o.n the findings of this "'.patrol a "mission 'to wipe 
out the enemy encamped.at Koilotumaria was ..planned, and - 
undertaken on. October '?. by Captain Clemens plus a force of 
native polic'e'.'. boys .and -Marines," : 'i'n'cludl,rtg P'fc. Wendling : -..' 
as a representative fro'ni D~2.Th'e" force arrived at Aola by 
boat late vt.ha"t. night > where .Captain Cle.mens 1 'native .agent 9 
Eroni, later to become 'a coast ..watah.ej'r arid scout -at' Marau"' 
Sound, . informed them, of "..the. :unc'h'anged;" enemy ' situation.. •[_ 
Eroni .-and Pvfc. H., M» Adams' of-.''the"'-Marines had proc.e.ede"d to - 
Aola on October 2 to: await the f.irst Gurabusu patrol.; 1 .

• Through the use of Captain Clenens1 radio transmitter 
at Aolo.| hidden from ,the ..Japs, the'Division Command Po.st ; 
was kept' informed' of, the -progress ;of the..patrol,'• A message• 
on October llth to Colonel Buskley from Clomens dramatically 
tells the story-of this combined intelligence and' combat • 
patrol; "1110 action G-urabusu completed X Captain Stafford 
USMC killed in action. X one other,slight casualty X Enemy 
taken completely by surprise X: .2 transmitter receiver sets 
captured .also maps and documents VX'.:one .'iBmiTi .machine gun X 
all appear to be .haval' •personner X..'n'o c.onta-c't 'with ,HJ^11 
since yegterday X :.. '..... '!..:".',.'/,,•".'.''•-. • •''-• "':".• '

• ' Using the .designation ELT .and' later' 1 ZG-J 4 both .at .Aola .. 
and at Marau, this radio station carried.on'-all the functions 
of a,coast watcher including re.por't.s''of .observations,' patrol, 
reports., rescue of.'filers,' e; tc', , ' . ' : ; ; .-,..'" -, •• .''"' . --'. ".';' ''.

A long'.f elt-;;h'e'ed .'.for-^motor trop'edo.' b,6ats 'in.- : the Solomons; 
Islands defense ,\a.rea, was u f'i'hally':( fill.ed'.'on the: ''m;o.rning :of • • ; 
October 12th>iwheri';4 PT.f,J.-were ;tdyed into 'Tulagi-harbb'rj. '• . 
their .operating;b:ase.:, 'This, ady'a.h&e' ;.echeloh 'Of : MT3,;:Squadron ;'; 
#3 went into ;act.ion eari.'y..';the;. .morning :0'f.0cto.ber' 14th..' Th'6 .;"; 
first 'dramatic'.'report of 'aq't.lo'n f^om COM.TBRCiN •-. •3".dlre'c"ted 
to CTF-62,.". info."'C,OM; &EN. CACTUS,' reads . "Attacked.- enemy -force";-.., 
of 4 cruisers a'hd 7 or : 8 ; destroyers iia.. S*vo Sound with 4- • 
motor torpedo boats at 0300/14. Two MTBs got in attack X 
^ori'e^ppbbably hit one cruiser X raked bridge and put out light 
on one destroyer X met vigorous fire, from destroyers X one 
PT chased by 2 DDs used FS smoke and depth char)ges^to escape,, 
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."patrolling and defensive missions in the' lower .Solomons, ,. .
-_;•• Through-' their tl:r'ele.ss efforts a great many of. the enemy's 
'.attempts to :'. reinforce ..his'positions, and weaken-his opponents' ' were ' thwarted... ;'.Qn call from .Base Radio Gi^daleanal the ; 
squadron received its orders from'Radio-,Tulagi. and made its 
reports to. the Commanding'.G-enera 1, .Guadalcanal, through ; these channels* '.'"'<•• '- . , • .":

- The. morning of Siemens' return to Lunga with the D-*2
-•elements -of this Gurabusu patrol,. October 13th, witnessed 
the disembarkation", of the U.S* Army's first 'troops participating In the_ Solomons;1 '.campaign. .. The 164th Infantry Regiment,',U» S*A.,> ? : w'a's sent as'the forward; echelon of the.'Americal;-Division, 
located in Noumea under trie command of. MaJQr .General A* MV Patcho ''this was the -Division which'would eventually replace -the"First-Marine .Division-and would be the dominating . 
element' of Array Forces at Guadalcanal, under the command of 
Major GeneraL.Mo F. Harmon-, ' * • - . •.•.••••"'•

It was a .day of. great exc&t$ment- for all hand-s -on the . Island, and; gave the army regiment; its baptism of fire 1-witlir-. out/delay. .'At two minutes-past .noon,. H.enderson Field and 
Lunga were • subjected to,, a. severe air raid by 22.- bombers with .fighter coverage. 'Cactus aviation, not having sufficient 
notification,, wereunfe-ble to .get planes, up to intercept,. The runwa3^' and taxi x^ay wei'e. damaged, 5000. gallons of gasoline.• were destroyed,-. and twelve- places on the/ground were .-damaged.
At 1350 a secon'd-raid: by .25- bombers- damaged,'the runway.-,- 

. Continued enemy activity In- increasing 'volume was Indicated . 
when the Radar picked -up ene-my plane's at 0108 on the."4-4th«

. At 0138 enemy naval- gunfire, was poured ih'to G-uadalcanal from two or three "ships of f...Savo Island, one of. them' probably 
a battleship, ' the: destruction of grounded planes-and the 
.neutralizing of the airfield was all but completed* ' Frag ments' ; foti;hd'r .for days after Indicated that 14 Inch shells. . 
had 'been fired at Lunga from 01381 to approximately 0315v Single enemy'.planes continued :to 'drop/bombs through.the ' . " night until about 0500. -The 14th •brought'more .enemy air 
activity, bombing raids, plus--'-enemy-field-artillery reported by; artillery and., infantry :O.Ps to be- firing T rom . a position ' at the,-base of Point Cruz.,. Allied coast;.'watchers- In the 
Northern'Solomons'gave warning, of a" large convoy, on the- ;way ' south to Guadalcanal, as well- as 'Other warships In the vicinity, 
From 0105 to 0220, on .the 15th shelling from enemy-warships, probably cruIse'r.'s and .destroyer's, was resumed. ''At dawn 
observers arid .air .patrols reported five enemy 'transports unloading troops''and cargo off Kokumbona to the west, pro tected by a force of destroyers. The limited local air 
fojFce was| able to launch two attacks against this shipping early In the morning, damaging and eventually destroying
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three of .the transports. • It"'is noteworthy, that . 
'.observers ;at the .'left 0..-P* -were, able to give, the command post 

..a, cbmplet'.e.:report''of 'the coastwise activities,,, and' 'most .<- .. 
"important they:.'determined the... location .of the unloading at a,. . 
'; point .we.st'.':bf;'.Tassafaronga rather than at ^okum^ona and" as-'.'' "'
• certained, the''.tiumber of "ships to 'be sixJ 'Correct information 
facilitated' later!' strikes made by. Cactus aircraft and the 
Army planes which, .were-, rushed up to as.sist^ -It also indic.ated 
the immediate'danger to the'western flank of the.-perimeter, 
defense'..by locating the. landing, point, .probably .bivouac area,.,

. and distance-'of' the .enemy from our lines..' ... - ,'• •'..• *

.'Besides the comforting observations', that/three and possibly 
four;.of. the. enemy.'.' ships': were rendered .a. total loss by,aircraft 
before the' p^servers.1/.' eyes,:.. was the" evidence-that -they .could

•'have 'unlpad'ed;',o'n]Ly in. part*;/ Based..,on the..8 .hours, available . 
.. between' 02.30. and _ 1030 . for, uril6adirig!',and - -on, the. estimated f 
Vciass'. and capacity'of/each of ...the .six transports,, a potential 
.!*; troop/ carrying capacity and. maximum.'figu-re for troops, landed 
."(100$ disembarkation) was 'ea.timat'e.d.. -.Though- it .was almost, , 
'.'certain''that ''neither, all the! troops ,nor./much • of . the. cargo: 
' were "landed-,'. the outside .limit on, personhel. "landed', was ' set.. 
'at G'jSpO.-.'' From 'earlier .estj.m£xtes/Qf .enemy strength', on. '."• ......
; .Guadalcanal," taking into account, the lesser landings .which
••.had"beeh,effected.',...it ..was estimated' .tliat' from"12,000' to,. 
";'lS|-OOQ'fully! equipped'troops .were there on .October 15th,,- 
''In" the..2,4''hours Just completed -at. least, 8 !transpp!rts: . /'"•'. 
and" as''many ..warships were, sunk or damaged'by aerial attack 
around G-uadal.c.anal and. to •, the North»'- ' . •• . •

Opp.oslti'bn to this m'id^October landing continued the 
.following' day''whe'n. a .destroyer.,, the ,'U-SS 'MeFariand,r.xtfas -called 
;u.pon, to '-shell the - enemy positions and dumps in the -area;;,of the 
:n( e.w : landing's.-'" I't arrived" at Lunga about".'Q800! on .the IQth.,.,'- r.>
•'Captain ¥».F«M,-'Clemens and David .Trench of. the .'B.-S^I*!?^ ','-« ' 
''.Defense. Forces 'with' an artillery liaison off i'c:er..and. ,a: .D^.S-. ,..-...,.. 
.'o.b.server went'"aboard to dir.ect,,the-.attack -on strategic., targets*, 
They' were qualified 'fo-r the j'b'b, by 'a good .''knowledge of the 
coastal area plus the possession of aerial photos with targets 

. de.signa.ted by ,Sgt. Stanely,, the first D-2. photo interpreter,, 
A .similar mission', .was sent to. shell enemy .pp.sl'tipns both to 
.the east and we'st .of Henderson Field in De.aember* ,..Cactu;s 
aviation continued -at.tacks .on enemy troop ''opncentratiPns,. 
supply dumps,- ,gAin emplacements^ and! !p'n : - landing .barges. ..which.^^ 
had collected around, the: ̂ ravaged .transports beached.-.at-. >. i; , ..'
•.Tassafarong'a,' .'Aer'ial. phbtps.'were proving their --worth..-l*i the 
dumber of targets' they prpvld'ed fp'r naval gunfire and aviation

• attacks*.-;;-...!..-.-rag>

TWP mpre events pccured in the middle of October wroth 
noting for their importance as intelligence activities*
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i
'. ^Permission was granted<"..a't': this :r.-time';'%o 'a'--native' 

who. had '.made : '-'.some very valuable : observatlons'; ;-a'nd ;'prop6sa'l; s> :-'
--' -to''-"tak'e- a handful '-'pf v meh' : and wipe '/put .theV'-Japarteae-eoast,
-•''watching- poat;--bp:Br:a-tirig'';ih';: his locale ».''.' The; 'deputation re-v " 
'"c-ruitedVf:rom ha£ lyes' 'living-; in -the Cape' "'Hurit'er dl-B'trieft . ofy 
;; 'Q-uadaTcaria-l -were a'rmjed' ; with---captured;;-'enemy.Kwe; ^p^hs:'-and ;vl:n ..
-short o ;rd-er; '-annihllated.'-the;;9 .Wa'n-'watchi'rig- an'd' r ad io'/po'st '."?•:,•. ;•• 
..'that :: 'had' been-" 'set up oh ••&:• headland- at., Gape' Hunter,.." There/, v 
'•'were'-'ho't 'more ';tha:n'; 'a 'dozen -poliC'.e boys oft- this mission; and

-i; they operated : withou-.t^ctlsuaity . under' - the- •• supe^vi sion- -ot rthe
-•'leading- lo'c,al' -co.nstable 8 • '-' The belated ; report , of •'thl.g-': ao'ti'on 
K're'-c-ei-v-ed.,by. radi'o-n' frem'-'ZG-jr* --on 'November 3rd». .'reads:-: '-^-9 . -
-:; Japs at -Veum^eVe-' klilcd :'by"l'ocal people -other sid'e ; -X -9th, 

escaped X-'-cap'tu'red 9-':' rl'fle'sy 9' pistols- and-- 1'- machine, gun 'pu-t u 
out of order X burned all munitions 'X no wire Less found X

- 2 'b-f'.the-'kil-l'er's'- rep'orted-''thls"X killed Wednesday last week 
^•('28.;October)-'-X El/ ' ' '

-The other undertaking" at -•this J 'time was'-the patrol-'. gent « 
";-out" to. : the • Russell I8lands'"uhder'-the'': comraand-- ;: 6f -Lt,.D»0«-' ---•' ••"•• 
':H.Q.rtoh| ,'RANVRj- -of- the coast,'.- thatching -'system^ with, Lti ^A»
• And;e;rs6^,-- RA^VR.^ 'also', of the DSIO officeV : 'as'sist;lrig-, .-Setting 
i'. out" from iJunga""i Vith''; a' ; sm-all 'cdmplemeht «f men ihV-a 'Hl'gglns -.,
••'bO'at :; about'-' October" 12tlU|.- the-ml'ss'ion.. wa-s' t.b'. obtain: Information ;
•v? r ega-rdlngv ' enemy- act"! vl'ty.'' on-' the'- Rus-scila-^ 'Or,frup'-'and-.a€ ; the same
•Mme'SsliaMlsh a radia-'eoa-st -watching --po'-st In'? thevlslahds^r; •'• '

The second part pf their' mission was defeated by. ;an . - ';
•• accident"- which occur red -.upo'ii the landing, in. "the Russell" -'-,"• * •:

•' •Island is-»^ Due to .insufficient bare 'in- .".wrapping- and. careless 
ness In 'h'andllng^-the radibn---reseiv'er-."transm'ltter. was.. "dropped 
in the surf while being unloaded,, a vital instrument of our 

: war"- effort -thereby being put '6ut- : of . oom'ml-s'sion. 'Since, no 
_ -'word-' -was-" received by radio:; from : th-i ;s' pa-r.ty..and •suppllesMwere.,. , 
'^limited a boat : was Bent- :to /evacuate1 • them.' 6n-\the 1.8th. ";:.•••'."."":'

: -'By'-'cphtac'-tlng the i'ha"tives; -'"whQ ;: were';i frlendly^ :' : -m-uoh valuable 
:lhf ormatlon-. was--- obtained.', regarding '-'enemy -'movemeht-s:- In-thev ,y 
v'Sblomons;- Among othe'r :; things' it'-"wa-s kea'rnM-.th;at.-group''8
••••of .'from-- 200:. to : 400 japs- arrived'' by- ; smalLf "bba't's a-nd barge.s,: from
• ;'New' <3-e'orgla- ; at 'night *•• Tneae ; group &'•• were- - ne-embarkedi"f rpm.-.the:- ,

• / Rii sac 11 ' I islands y. .-/ -s phi e time s • 'the- " s am'e-.' nl'gh t; ; -t ti e-y'; " ar-riv^d', ' gpln'g 
Tt'o-..the ' we'atle'nd of -'.'Guadalcanal. '• Avail'a-bi-a' 1 ga^ :: ah:d..; o-liL ; ; ' atorea
^•hidden by' l'oyal'>'na.tiV6s''|.''a'nd; "^'xceri-e:nt' 1 ' anch-6r;age-gv-'were vlno;ted 

: -'by - the patr'o'llih';: 'a'rt-'wh0 ; reo!r:ted'-'bab-kv;1oh* l&'..-.'0etb'be'r.f • •
.,,.,.; . . f. . , . . \ •• i •, .- t , - . ... .. -..'-. • .

was-sunder taken on M'ovember^l •'rep'or'ting mucfe. enemy ;: ac-tlvl'-ty.rand 
•'XQvC.aJtlng many strategic positions on -Isabel Island where they 
isM'edj? on November .2. The following day the party went over 
to the Russell Islands for additional enemy Information and 
returned to Lunga Point on the 4th.
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'The. a.rr;.Tva'l..'pf Colonel' E', F« -Qarlson, -C'O of ;--the 2nd-Marine;-" 
ftaider 'Ba'tt'alidri', at Guadalcanal on October-22 :/:f dr.,'a .consul-r 
tat ion .-.with, .the .Division. C.ommand, portended the .employment 
of ,i:ha't..-raicter'group'in'thje ;SolomOn.s [operation, 1 ,;The orig-in-al 
plan/ to..-.u£iej ,,the7Raiders; - as ..a "giant'combat patrol which- would-.
•land -at'. Beau'f;ort'Ba'jr; .on-''the west 'coast of -.- the island an«3j- push... .
•its..way:j- npr'th,'.'th.rough';'th'e' coastal '•settlemen-ts'!-and' then, east-:/ ; 
ward, ; d>.pt'r.oylrig the- enen^v pushing; him-back '-toward, th,e •Marl nee. 1 
we stern".f'lank,. an d ! distracting his 'concentrated ;ef fort, against '-••• 
the defense line'"oh'/thlp flank, was ''worked = out in detail* ; ; 
Maps""'and aerial'. ph;otp.s;and moslacs • were furnsihed-the ...Colonel 
for this missionj ': and ; ''arrhgpmertt3' to -use. native rsCouts and-. ; , .. ; -, 
carriers were .made«,. Two days later Carlson left for the Now 
Hebrid'e'.s.':.b.a.se ..where' his'; troops '" were -, camped, with -MaJor • Mather 
accompanying him ' to act';as' : -il&.lsbn': with the•• natives'.'throughout 
the- und.e'r.t'aKihg and"'?t/t 0 ; : Massarp;i as- the D~2- obs«rve-r. -••: ;-,

.'; ^iieVafeii'dnhfnent. .of" thefs.e. plans a-n'd-;'the use^-of 
'on"'.' :a'n • entiraly. ,dlf f'ereiit m'i-ssion? wa's dic-tatedv by -a nec-e-ssity. ; ... ' 
which' sr'o's.e' with .new.' d'evelopments- i-h/ the ''Gua'dail 'canal situation

-A. smaller, rec.onnaissance patrol of this area, however, 
was' "substltU-tBd .and'' ex;e.cUted' ; 'between' -Noyember'-.'-lS.. aady.-th-e.' 3Q»th, ' 'when 'the men rep''or.t.0d.. ',b,ac :K^ at ;LUnga-'frofo'-th.elr.^bpcratlon,-al: ..' ..,.'. > 
'base, at •B5a;uf:'&rt'-:BQ.y..«': -.ist: Lieut-enant- -F, T^ -Flo-;O:f -rthe;-- -.164th.' :T ..-. ;, 
Infantry',. '^»JSJ» ArmyV'^a's 'de.&patched' 'with' 17 men and a .'fprQ;.e- .of ' 
na't'ive.-/S'rc'oii it.ii3:'^arid'c'a'rrier'g 'aboa-rd the.. schooner;-..Ram'ad:a< on.- -the;, 
ear-Xle-r datve"^;,:e; qu'ippe'd r with ' ;ratloh-S|' -maps'/' ''aerial photo's »/» 
etc. :j'n ' addition. '-'to '-thel^ •experiences '-and ,'su.cc-essfnl 'Q.o-n tacts 
with two srfi'all forces. 6 £ the ••erieray, -the- patrol- made.- -..a.'Very.' 
thorpugh and ...valuable, reconnaissance of the coast from Tambugu 
in-. T-iav'o. Bay' ̂ t,o,'.Arull go "-'Point on the north coast,. Follp.wing -• 
is !.*« .Flols •intelligence summary of -'ills' Jbb..:' ; : ". >. '•—/-.-.-- ,

.-.. ' . "From vthe .. information collected' it 'is-' my ..-'contention.. ; that •. 
there are approximately -2500 ^. '3000 J-'aps In 'the area .from. ••• •• 
Maravovo. tc.\Aruligo* These ̂ however, are do ing '• no thing in.u.,the 
way of f'i.gr-tihg. !but . are doing some-1 building;. in.; .the ;. bush*;. .,-•;.• 
Thry -are. .male up;',.o;f strong- points'' along, 'the -way; and -don't- .-.,• 
se.eni, to 'have too much contact 'with each other,,-- :Sorae:,are 
Marines and others are soldl'er.s', Most of the; Japs" I b;el-i,eve 
are '.concentrated;- in the VI sale ~ Aruligo, :a?e'a*-: .They- at ay -away 
frpm :'-th,e ,be'ach.e;s', .a.t...lea'st'/as f-a^.'b'ack as -the. -bush begins^ 
and.'are',nev';er .more than'. 1^' miles' back- int.6' the". buBh>. t;.. .Aerial . 
machine gun'.f lr.e: , any •farther' back' :frbm" the- ':beach'-:. than. 2 .miles 
would certainly .'hit native's'.'inst e'ad- of. -.Japs* ;' --ihey.-- are.-: in 
gpod.. condition., and . .;s.e:'em-'t;o have plenty- -of'.' ammunition ito..w;a.ste.. 
The^ natives In"' back of Vl'sale' are' starving due- to the.-'Ja'ps. 
r^.^dlpg^.t^eir gardens and should be given food. The natives 
cannot; be recommended too highly -for their scouting abilities 
and -.should" be given : e:.v«ry consideration by the American soldiers.
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.'•:' Activities <5n:the .24th **• ,:-25 ;th, we ree-li raited ; f or the. most ,. 
part t.6- ae'rial • -strafing ! and bp.mbimg. by SBD*s,ori designated 
target-si- -; . located- by : -patr.ols;; and' observers ,. '-'to- artillery .'and .. 
mortar duels-- on -the1' western f.-rpht , •..-•and much -patrolling -activ- . 
ity-by bo'.th.; sides' :»• ''There -was '.one,, enemy bayonet charge' toward 
morning which' was stopped- with slight Casualty ,to the, defend 
ing fo.roev, It then 'appeared that-- the-'-, enemy . was drawing, back: 
his- forward lines after 2 days of unsuccessful fighting.

^•'Sunday-' October 25, .known', in the Division Command. Post . 
as /''Sag-out- Sunday '-. ; was. one. of . continuous, enemy .aerial activ-... 
ity." over -'the ' --n.tire: area-. With- one bombing- mission in- mid- . : 
mor.ni.hg,, Jap fighting:: planes were .over the airfield at . , 
irregular . iiitarsmls during, day light -hours* ' > Their dive.. 
bornbers.i anci. -reconnaissance planes, also ; had missions over •.-.-.,. 
Guadalcanal, and In./.the clash. with the defending air-: and "'••.'" 
AA<' . force s. ? -the. • .enemy' lost 17 fighters and' 5. 'heavy bombers.*

J a pan. e;« e .nav AS- forces approap-hlng- G-uadalc'ahal from ; : ;. ' .. 
var-iSUs: .quarters'; that, dayv were,' .success.fully.-. held off by.. , ,.;. ... 
figteter and .-feombBr ..plane.s:. .Much, ..damage was inflicted .on .-the'' 
shl'p-'s, .forcing them to withdraw, without .having' fulfilled .'the i-r 
mis.sion-.o-.-. The"D~2 journal. for Octo.ber 25, record?^ a .continous* 
stream of. .en.emy aircraft, and ship •warnings.,.; .beginning .at '0715.,.,.,. 
and 'endi'ng. ..about-i.lO.OO, 'from : the .c-oast watchers l.bcat.ed alo,ng' 
the CsiCtusr Express Route all the ; way from BTU at-Buka.' Passage 
to ZGJ-4 at Marau Sound.. Together' with the Cactus bombing' 
and fighter plane reports .relayed ;to D-2 from Air Wing 
Intelligence,, at. -Hpnd.er,son 'Field .arid the -radio intercept. ,-.•••,••.., 
warnlnga belatedly received" from' ComSoPac, a compl.et.e.. pi-.c-' -,"/''.' 
tu-re-':of enomy activity around and ov-erS-uadal canal" was. ."''"..>,.'.. 
available: 'throughout the day.- -. , ' • .. /-,-.. '

•: 'American Ncaval /forces and,, carrier. 'based, aircraf t.--c'arried ." • 
on ;a running battle- with these of f~ Guadalcanal enemy;.. forces .-,' ; , 
on October S6th. in the major .engagement 'subsequently known .', '.. , 
as-- the Battle -.'of.-- Santa/. Cruz. ...It -definitely .thwarted -the Jap 
aims to soften- up ..the Guadalcanal, fortress, for a. final ;.,..' '

Late on- the; night .of dctob.e.r S5~26, in :a surprise shift' . 
of emphasis, the-' enemy,:tr.o..ops launches. ;a new drive- -.of con~ " 
side'rable size on the -southern .front, .where; Henderson 'Field- . , ... 
wa:s .close at to -the lines -and .where an. attack-- was-, least, ex 
pected.' ;-A .:regim'ent .of.-rArmy troops ',and'. bat. tafllpn .-of t;he ,7th 
Marines defending .this, .sector ,suceessf,u'lly .wk£h$to.g<i 'all , : , ;; 
eff ort.B-.:to, .crack "the.-;,def e..n.>se .per-iine;tar.;f or '.'thr-^e'- sucaessive 
nights. The diminishing force 'with which these attacks 
wejpj^iii^siched indicated that enemy strength was waning and 
supply"'" 'problems were becoming insuperable in the Japs position/ 
An army', survey in front of the lines on the 29th made a 
final estimate of l&QD enemy 'dead on a front deilyided by
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The . native -'trails :'are, narrow •- bu t ; offer ;' good ; concealment.
• Streams /.and rivers', are easily fordable/ and ':po.t^bl«« ..-: 'There is 
a' good'- automobile road- from- Naro to- Viaale'i /.which. -probably 
extends . eveh'ag far as . the. Matanikau' Rivei1 . '-. The best landing. 

;'f or American- troops wo.uld.be at Bahi as it aff.orda a -good base 
'-for oper.ation.sv-. . Maravovo/.can • ;t>eiVr cached from-. \ther.e- in- 'two 
hours,- Potable water."ia pl-entiful'-'and -concealment, is good"

Valuable - information regarding the terrain, village ;s * 
good landings .and anchorages -was recorded by. ..small, patrols" 

;:sent' out /from the .Beaufort '- Bay ba:ae.. • A '.further service -was 
rendered in. bringing '.to-' headquarters. Father, Emery be Klerk, S,M«, 

: of;'tho Catholic .fission 'who : 'had- be :en' hiding .4nd.. v oiDserving .in-
•the hi.lls vrost' of- Lunga/ ; Instead-' Of being evacuated xidth the 
resf'of '-'the missionaries, Father De Klork chose to remain and 
offer his ..servi,ce,.s -'.as'.watche'r in the. hills and. later, as a 
'•Recruiter of' n,a.tiv.e .labor .'for the • All ie deforces on ..Guadalcanal'. 
His .knowledge /of. the -natives a-nct ' terrain' .'to' the .west-, of Lunga . 

: also';' contributed to. the..- intel-Ligenqe picture and tQ; the ' eventual 
clean up, 'of Japs' by. .the., U. ;'S.,' Army.'' •. ' , '.' '',.'• ,., ; . •..-.

': ' ;- Jap landings to , the - we-stt during the first... half, ''.of ; O.ct • • 
were preparatory to.' the., grand' scale push .against,, the Lunga-. r: 
Point '.defense.' perimeter, -with Henderson- Al F',.. Fie Id as .the ui.t;!-. 
mate goal, undertakeri ,by;-the-' enemy : between. Oot« 33: and-. Oct •"''•:•'•• 
26 .' ' Though ' small ..- sk^r.-mi she a b'etwe en.. ;^ari ne..s and - th e'/enemy/ oc 
curred almost continu-ou-sly throughout the month -,along., the , 
Matanlkau, engagements' in which ;:eh'emy tank.s.. or armq^ed vehicles 
were glimpsed as ear ly. . a:a Ob.to.ber 19th when one was knocked 
out,- the actual drive agai'nst Lunga began the -ni'ght ;of .the*. 
23rd'. Heavy mortar ; and 'machine-gun fire 'from the enemy .'.^ 
commenc.ed about 1830.. 'An artillery bombardment beginning' 
shortly before, .this, time was reported' by phone to. be. falling 
short, of: Lt-. CoL. Mckclvey's lines, where. .the, ..'3rd .Bn>, '1st ' - 
Marines. were defending the river bank. '.. Artillery /f/ire,'frpm-; 
at" least, three big -.guns was aoming .over the- Command Post. and. -• 
falling pn Honderson Field, 'all' this while,, .a .repetition ,of the 
bombardment "delivered -the • night before 1 when the Ja.ps failed 
to follow up with any kind of an at tjaok. ,/ .- ;- . . ;-.•.. v; ••'••'",

'--.'/' Throughout- '.the' night of- Oct.-' 23r-; 24, .'the. ;Marine.s 
Ma'-t5a'hik'au against .every enemy- 'attempt /to . crqs's.,. /Tank'-s-, trying •• 
to. break through were repulsed by' -S^mnj/.^t^tank-..'^/!-^ •smd-.the. :i 
75mm; -half 'track's... -On ..the 'following' afternoon .SReol^i; Weapons. 

' Bnv reported 9; large \ J,'-p t-ahks knocked'. .out. : Burt.., a. patrol VMOf , 
the -battle .area/made three" day s-:- 1-at/er ,'b'y .mem-perB p£\,tiie-rd,ef end 
ing -3rd Sn.-.,, ,lBt, Marinfio^co'un'ted-a1 "'total of"l§. : ' Two. were iden 
tified' (by" careful noting 'of details and cataloguing in Array 
Training Manual 30-480) as Tankettes Ishikawajim'a, model 
25$3 (ljf38). The remainder were Jap medium tanks - 15 to 18 
tons, comparable' to .U..S. light tanks, and most closely iden 
tifiable as the model 97 .(1937) cruiser.
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two -bkttalions.. :. ""•'"•'. jj "••• '''"' ; • '' '•'" ' ••'••' : -: . " .,; : '" "• : l

•••:. :-..' Among the /repo'rts. of ;prieorie"'rs-'. :captUred arid" questioned;"'..' '-';•* 
during, the 'late October-^^ <>a.fepai'gn'''most- inte'reBting was tfiat. of''* 
a-corporal .:grfenadier, who:se s't'at-e-m;e;nts.. we;re cproborated; for '" '•'-';.' 
the. niost;' part--' ^by-thos-ei "of other 'prisoners'/'t'iilfftt' at.'^hi.^-time^ 
but who save a' .mdre'^com-plete -pic tu'r'fi• of ;; the p;p%r^tiibil'''an'd'.- v:i • 
ariswe:red- soke: of-:'th% quest-i;ons-- that aro^e •regardlh'g, the. plan ' 
and reasons'- f or "it»'s':-.- failure'-'* •'•' Thia'-'man;- stated that' :iihe'.ir'apinese 
2nd Divlsibii- -xeom^l^te) ;was on' Guadalcanal, consisting of'more • ' 
than 10,000 troops* When, asked, how he knew -this, he said it 
was. the talk of .h'i.B:- ou/cfi'tf He told how these regiments 
wore landed at—-nignft' ; on October 9th at Kamimbo -Bay'and'Vl'saie 
from 'defetr-ayy.r-s-jV-:' The. ;bi)a; regiii-«nt; - landed :a montiv beforec • ''••''''" '" 
They Lahae^-.-fiel'd gunt? 'of : '-about -5'3m'm:'.and other" artillery ;bf. about 
5 or 6 inch, using fixed-ammunition. Their' mis'Slon was to 
attack' and'-'capture1 "' the-' airfield* • They were -to come-around, 
behind and nieot the -Oka unit-,' but-the plan didn't'''.work- because 
they-wer'e"one-;-day

.-In '-thi-s- wayy -the presumption'- tb*t the attack, on -th'6 airfield 
was-, intended tol : coincid.e with "that on the-Matanikau-two' da^s 
earlier-was c6"'hfl'rm-ed. - F'a-ilure to' 6 o or din-ate'-; the'se'phases • 
of.> the ope'ratibn- was- explained' by the^prlsone'r'''-'?, description 
of the,-10 day -gruelling.'^burney uride-rtaken-by' 'his ;--r'egiment ; - over 
mountain ranges and through impenetrable jungle, with -full 
combat equipment! Some mountains resembling canyons..were . 
climbed by mean* of rbpeW''•' Artillery-,came''a -little';. later'"rand 
was : carried'up or pulled'; up by man-power until' it h'ad^to'be , 
abandoned be-cause of'its'bulk and'-weight. . Weapons'.carried tp;/: 
within'-300 meters of the. airfield included"; light and heavy ; ' '" 
machine, guns. There were-also 4 or. 5-' anti-tank' guns'- in';'the'' 
regiment -to.be. used against American tankSo- All this'was' 
accomplished by troops eating less- than-f ration per man ; 
'per .day 1 • They couldn't eat the rice they'carried'as th'ey-had.,., 
no wate'r* ' They-couldn't 'cook ; the -fobd th&y'- ate ; f or-'fedr- of •';•"' < 
revealing ' their. |.-osition' and progress.' -Though"men; and 6fficers^, 
aggreed'--mutually to withstand the hardships^-'they'cbuldn't; ; . ;/ -V;>; '-- 
fight," .so-'well' because 1 they"', were - weak •from''clirtbing motmt-ains '•*'{*' 

-of .food.- - - : -- - ---'';-.;•:'''. -'- v '-' ; ' ' ; . ; ';.;• • v '' ; ';;- -;''.";' -'^':i ' ;

-. -The night. of- the; attack- on;' the0 SE^ f1arik^-::whehi; gynfire^'-'^ -.; . 

the 01^; the 'AOBAV''^MVthe\PtIR6KOWA : -Il'e;giffi'ent^
H^lo 1 n • .•=•• •; W : r* 4? »•» +• ^/R . - ^Iri' 1̂ '^ ^H A rt rrC T.V£*\+& & W n'<- m'r\ n 4* ^ Q'yn r\Ti *-» V»fi rr'^ m'o fl "h i

V^.OXOOI,U\^>±J.-9 X *J, J. tj 4-it-ti A VI' CA f -L, ** Ui* V? i V^^. V./J

laired ;pn Guadalcanal, October 9th.
'?
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•' Other prisoners in- the OKA 'U'-nit.';' explained. ..that the .unit 
was ;" composed of 'both 1 experienced' and i'nexper'i ended. 'troops.! 
part(icularly .after 5' one battalion, had' b-een 'defeated' In the

' of ' the Ridge,, on- September ."i'S^-JL 4 '»...' One stated that in' ' '.
'•chi's : 'pc;bobe'r battle-" the ' OKA > Unit :' did-". n-'pt;; 'have', supply 'columns 
( ther^- were ;!not many : truck's). He '--also'" stated '"that they had
enough, food but not nearly enough water. He was tired and 

fhung.r-y-whert; they went.• into..battle,. He. also,..admitted that much
of their-fuel and prpvisiphs; "had" beeri'.',de.stroyed by' bombing missions 
'in the- west'of .laad.a:lc:ftn.kl'>;.'Another'revealed'that at "the .Battle
••6i'"th£ MatarJ.kau; on 'the; ;23.rd the OKA .Unit was, not to take part
•but. due- to emergency was 'called, upon/.to'; f lght 4 .(This state-
•'marjt'i'wou-ld'-' j.ndl^atV-that, part;' of .the OKA Unit was with-held 
firom'joining 'the / re.'st" of 'the unit in .the 5S.. s-eator' on the 
25th'and" ,26th, 'bacause''of .'' the exigencfe'S. ..of the'Mata'nlkau 
;bd'ttl'3->-' : arid thereby', -contributed ,,t,o . the general weakness 'of 
'the later 'shd'w) i .Tills man- 1 stated' al.sa "that the Ol'£ 'Unit...was

'-'.'.-hit/BO hard"-that/they wfere ..disorganlsed 6 . :'.Of .interest also is
• the statement' of- a -member .;of . the. ..A'CBA unit that .the'-killing 

'."•:o-f one '-third cf-'-a .unit'mean's .annihilation from a-military : 
:--' standpoint., •• '•.".;' '" • :; : ' ":•""•'• . ...•••,', -'..'.-

-'•-" The Divisi-cn Inteillg'irice .SeQ'ti'ori under staff ed:;from the'-
•••'••'• looses'sustained in the"--Goe*ttge 'Patrol, received additional 
: --personnel'-during'the month' L nf'0c to be;'^'..'' .Early in the: morning
-'•"'•'•of; the- 15th,- Lt 0'"A-, Claffy arrived; by. piarie 'f.r'pm Noumea .for. ,., 

duty in the'lhtelllgence sub-aectlon 'of the D-2'<> His duties"' 
co.nsis-ted of map and^ photo classification and stlstributlon, 
collecting of -'mate-rial and, writing of reports,, and gene.rai.

.- duties such as keeping up' the -daily 'work ' :slie'et' and" situation 
'•'• map as' wo.el as'; day and nigh% s.ec'.U'r it y,'watch.'?..'.' '. '•.-".<

.. •" • :'Tho pr'e-sehce'of another officer "greatly'..relieved..-the
'••.'• pressure- of work on LTs. 'Kidde; and..Whitehea'd and added- another
• of fleer for the night .'watches which..had been'.borne by Tour 

of fleers.' 'without relief,' - : ''' ; . -\ ' ' . .''' ".. '.. ':"\ .,'.. '.. .... ; -

;;t/ ' :,: i?C5.^ht' days 'later' Major :ft,' : A» : %a"hs,..,arrived' i'n..the ,D-i2 r''\ i 
v ---Section' by ship- from -Wellir.gtp'n'.yl'a; .Np"unfea';, .. A;S".',a'8si.s'taht.. 

' ::; D-.2j- Ma'jor- Evans-; took,' pye'f1" !s.pm-e'^.bf : ':th'e.' : a|dmi:nis/trat'iv: e..".ahd' 
.'"executive dutl'e ;s whlch^ tJolo/nel ;'Eu6k'ley'.'had" 'b'ee.^'^puitd.er.l.-nig 
".-without -as'sl-stahc'e: and; whi-ch had; ^been...i.n:c'i*easlhg 'In number

• : as ;-rlew"-inteiligfehcse bif'f i'ce'.ifunctions..were 'handed" to the-, section,
•• ;7 He";^-sp' ; stood the0 s'ec;ur:lty/ : w?atc!ie3^ at. night, 

On'V-th'e : '-sa'me day'- th'e y;ectloh received' 'the" valuable' s:ervi6es of 
Plo Sgt« L. H, Wolff, transferred from the '7th Marines, who 

! -became-chief''of section for the. D-2 enlisted personnel, 
,,«;,,!p.,...addition Wolff began the organization of' a productive 
"'...'..a'e«fal photo interpretation unit. This work has been

.handeled-by one man who had neither the equipment nor suffl« 
cient personnel for a subject so vital to the success §f the
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•whole- 'calm pal gnv ¥ol.f-f. had no-,-..staf f\- to:- work, with.-other;' than 
his predecessor, but with.; Nthe -increasing. wolum-e- ; of- aerial/; ....;.;;. 
photos 'being. taken by .the:' aviation... photographic unit pn.-Guadal-' '" 
canal and 'those take.n- by the.-photographic,- squadron atvEspiritti. 
Santo.^ the :two .'wer-e-' able. to.-.-find. .many, targets-; • f.-br/HPltillery'i; .-,., , • 
bombing^ an.cl naval gun-fire missions,,. --, .'.• :•• ••- -• ." /.' • ,'...;•

•'The idea of recruiting native, labor .for work' on the air-, •'••• . 
field' -wa's-'already in the minds of- the Division Staff as early 
as August,» A i'irut 1 attempt, to-.enlist -.some was made-in'September 
with the • .us si stance..' .of- Captain Clement! and- Lt«....MacFarlan.e,." ; ••'';• .' 
aoastwatcjier- at YQ/JnB --in the G-ua.d ale anal mountains* - The|. -. ; _' .- 
enemy situation,' .aowove.r.j,' presented -th.e nat,ixr es. frpm ;'Jpiniiig.., '-..,,. 
us« On; September-. 20ta.--iiac-Farlane had/ eore 'thani-.K'Q;native-. ; '" ' " 
volunteers with him l'.rom". the south side,, but they were'''' " - • . 
fri-ghton-ed. .and :^$me.nd.ea .armed Marine patrol escort,, whi^h .could 
n.o.t be furnisbed, .MacFarlane- had to .'feed them raeanw'hi'le»._. We 
dropped supplies to him by ; pla-ne, but eventually'the? boys "were 
forced.- to-'return home. /Again -In-, October' a ;secoh'd.ef,fort 'to--': . 
Q.nlist native labor was.made-. - Once ,-morr the -enemy ..situation 
i.-nterfsred and carriers-'ready .to', proceed..to .Lunga from .the..-. 
East on the 25th :were -heId up.- ; ,'.'• ; ;. ]'. ' I: ..'".;-'." : / ,''

.3y: .November: 1st .-a -group ; o.f ;2'00' : had entered the1 ' Lunga .v .,'" ! ' 
defense.-, area, and'.'about '400 all told were enbamped Jthere-'.b; y "/. 
Noy.embe'r loth, ,D-2.'.was 'responsible for the- 'recruitang.,; '/ " '.' ' 
Lt» Oo.-lo G-r3raci : pf. D~4 f ar. th;e maintenahce and-operation .,of. 
the "cannibal 'battalion". The fir'-st group ..which .had been'..' 1 " •' 
working on a volunteer; basis de'.s.ired to .return home/later; •'•; in the-month*' • ' - - ' - •'''-. ''. ' ; :'.'.''•••

- A^ permanent organization was' then started, as .the.natiy.es- ' 
proved ihvaluable for unloading incoming' trans.portse S'quatir''dli 
Leader. Wi'ddy. had a hand in this, his'interests being the' .';'.';." 
preservation of .the economic hold and the native .exploitation ,.., 
of his company,, Lever Broth.ers* /Further recruiting .was/ . . . '/ .. 
conducted, with the aid of ; Father De Klerk. of the T.angara're .' •'"'•' 
iR» C. Mission 6. At-'the end of November'Captain; Trench, acting.. 
District Officer in Captain,demons'absence, managed the"' native . 
labor camp .along with the -native c c-nnst,abularly,. : . When- the U..S.-. ; 
Army took over in, Dec ember,.-..the.-. D~2' c'o'astal . "Navy" was sto'len/-:/,. 
from &-£ by '^Iddy, who was /still-.; trying to ;r,up some : 600';,nativesy 
all : of..whom -entertained,.-.-a s-ec-ret, if; not", actiye,-,./desire to •:..•'" 
shoot'.him-* It-was. also .hls;id,ea to;; en-l;is"t;/?i;;.farther %'00 -or.;so"- 
froni Malaltay.' playing ;fc.b'l/h- !.'.e4c];g_i ..ag;a;in's.t^:^Hev;^;l^^ •; •... •,' , 
importation . ttf..a f:br,ei@nr''elem'e,ntf.- ^H^.; •thi's-hiad .Hot;.' .yet...b^en;.'', ..... 
done ; when; the '.rea^.ec.^.elpn^'of "the -Division il.CI^*": payment .of ',"."" 
.the native laborers was undertaken by the' Ti- 2 of flee''out of" .' 
;tfie«L-r'Intelligence Fund.- It was possible to pay out of this 
fund^ intended for the costs of obtaining enemy information, 
inasmuch- as keeping the natives friendly and cooperative 
was considered a counters-intelligence activity,
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/•. . '-November. 1st-marked the beginning of 'a new drive against 
the enemy on .the .western .flank, a drive, which took'troops'across

-. the Matanikau -as'far.'as the base;; of' Point Cruz but' which never, 
achi-eved the objective of taking.-Kokumbona : and pushing the , - 
Jr/^3 back beyond the Poha R,iverV< So firmly 'entrenched we're the 
enemy, that .the Marines were "held.-Tor .12 days, suffering notable 
loss.-e.Sr> "They"'finally, "had-to'"be withdrawn to me.et the new threat 
to. tne uefenne periraetei 1 of tire' mid-November enemy naval blitz»

. . ... Communication lines' with the front'"were intact throughout
• thi s : 'period o The Division '.Command Post-was kept informed, of 
'the .-situation'at all times.; though- for -D~2 much o f the information 
.was obtained by" having, a man In. "the D--3 of fie s to pick up messages 
'that never reached. D<-2' through 'the -d-^nnels of organization* 
This was particularly-, necessary .in ord&r to keep the situation 
'map up 'co date,, 'Patrol- re port, a and unit intelligence.reports 
were sent -to D-.C a« required.;;" • .' . -

Remo.val of-the Assistant Division Command Post and ADC 
...Staff from Tulagi to Guadalcanal'on-the 4th of November was 
effected for two,'reasons*- Mot only had affairs on Tulagi quieted 
down..to a passive defense requiring smaller forces, but the., 
consolidation of'2nd .Marine Regiment..-troops' in one place and the 
gradual' union of 1st Marine Division on '.Guadalcanal could now 

'.'be .considered with'a.view toward the -evacuation of complete units 
in..the not too distant .future. On the other hand it was decided 
to give the ADC command of the eastern sector.'at Lunga Point, 
while '3r:l-gGeru 3> 3.> Sobrbe/ ADC acting" CC- of-'the Amnrical 
Division,,, ~ lie S» "Army , before General Patch 1 s arrival t .was given 
command of the western sector* Both, reported' ftc the Division 
Staff.-' of ficefj'. which were'acting, in the".'capacity of,-.a corps 

. head-quarters ' on a small scale under ;• General VanOegrif t •

Following a.n unfortunate .ac.cldent which incapacitated 
Captain R, L* Rowell,' the' ADC-2 officer, Lt. Kidde was appointed 
to fill this vacancy and moved into .the ADC .Command Post where 

'he acted a?j Intelligence Officer until, tliis group was .evacuated
-from w.aflalaa'na.1 in. January- with the' reap' e-che,'ipny.^First Marine 
Division* \ ' --. ' i ' ' ,.,".-.-•• '.•;•• •'-•-. "'. ; .-.•-.,- - -

Almost simultaneous with the operation westward came • 
' warnings a:n ' information from ComSoPo.c that Jap destroyers 
would attempt, to land'-, troops - at.,Koli- Point' at;' 2S'30..-p.n. November

••2ncU- Deapatch.es received :bn; ' :'Npyerr!ber i ''1st 'and'2nd'-,indicated 
that enemy'plans had fallen/:'into -Allied hands'by intercept, 
Tiiow-^b- and American Qruiser -and .destroyer force .had., been advised 
directly of the ene.my ' s approach'- and ,-Cactus -'aviation and 
torpedo "boat .fprc.e was. put on the alert, neither naval nor
^lMfetl'oh interception of the -en'emy succeeded, Tho. .2nd Bn,, 
7th Marines was sent down past Koli Point c-n the 2nd to await
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' the- Jap -landing and : prevent it,. should the1 ships'succeed in •
g'e'-tt ing--through, -Colonel Hanneken after unsuccessful; attempts 

'•'• to get messages/through to'the Division' Command''Post,, finally 
^established oommunldatJLons' by "TBX transmitter the'-fallowing ' -

- afternoon/ at ; which'- time'. 1 he described the-Jap -.landing-- of ; troops
• - from a cruiser,,.'a'destroyer, a.nd'' a troopship 3000 yards east
••••p-f the Meta'po'n'a»' •. Bis battalion 'which had .skillfullsKbeen 
'placed in-'position 1000 yards west of the; landing-engaged'the

enemy ''in ;battle- in • ths -'early hours'of .the morning. 'The . 
'"• ene.rnjfsjfi-eld artillery niri.de the" Marines' position untenable so
- 'they retired west^of the 'Vetapon-R,' where food and boat ' " -v- 
; •••transportytlpn :fo:e casualt'ie's" was 'requested,, .- .• . •-. •; ' ;... ; ; " -" •:

the general' "enqiay area 0£ the;3J?4« ''.Wing •Irrt'elll»'^."Cs5 Reported
•/'S&.w no a'ct'iv-i'ty- e'xc^pt ''ipn^.'qsbip dTire- -'.'-""and again ."Strafed 

; Nalimbu' Rivpr'-afrea,,. saw; no 'e'Aemyt*/ As contacts between; 1 th^e •
••'''•'battalion ''6f the. 7t'h. Har'ihe.s .and "'thq en.emy . continued on the 4th 

and; thereafter, "'.''report s . we/"e ' sent to •'D.i'vi^.i'oh •. Command Post from 
ADC/-2 ? ••Affer-deliverin^ vhe£ivy' naval gunfire - ori ttee morning 

•- ; of'; the -4th 'against Jap ;-installati: on's;.wes't 'of PolrVt Cruz; a.s ': 
^ -•me~ntipned earlier,'" th;e USS. 'Land sdowrt§, :" a destroye'l1 } ••'• Repeat 'ed' . 

the -performanc-o on pr o bab le" 'Jap -pCssi trio ns just.ea"s"tr of 'Koll •'•' 
Point. A patrol from the Ist'-Bn,^ 7th contacted the enemy the 

'-' 'n.ight Gf ' ?oV ember (.4-5> The Japs moving southwardj, hpwevf.r.., were 
'••"i-a-ttempting 'td get ;'iri "behind the i£nd- Brio '?th 'position' to' the -west. '' ' 'm-oved;'nc?fth;.to Cut off this force, - the' 1st Bru • -7'th 
p; ih ;;f 'ro'm the we st:;-on '.November 8th" encountering tne • en-em^r' in
-' ;; the ; afternoon. •; ''"Ayiatrio-n support- Was.; request-eft' and' '--supplied 
:'" '-when 'heavy ..enemy artillery 'fire was ficnsuBte*1 ed. "On the fbllo-w^ 
^•-ing day the 2nd''Bn. a64th": -'Inf satr^^y.-SVA., • in taking up- a 'position 
'''"-:l milq east '"of the. Metapona and.'iDOO -yards '\3outh" ''-of '"the coastline, 

•Joining with '1st"' Bn» "7th/'-Mar'tnes ;on'-6he" ;le'ft ; (west)' '.and 2nd Bn.
• ;'7th Marine's.' Cm the' Tight' "(e*tst) j ^completed;- the efi'cir-clement 

d -'the Japs ^hi'ch-'was -to close ; in '•and ;:fo^ce 'them- to -the ' 'Japs-for 'ii'!1:iiiia'-V6'*isui;^i:i'der;V'6-f ••de^'t'^t'ioft*'^ was
•"Estim-ated from' -300 (164th"-'e'stima'te)r' to -'890 ' (;7t-h -Ka^lhes _ . , :-.•-••' 
'-estimate.},,^ From -the. 9th to Ia-t-h-they'"; a.ttempTted "with '.ejrtsn'sive

•' : :mo;rtar f ire ; ;ahd "^'nd. grenades j to ̂ rea'K'fr'ee^of "their itfap^
' • TJuVyng ; t'ne: early ' ffl6'rhing''houjr> ! »fff -'November , Ilt;h a ; -:"bfc^^ch; on the
•'•'•%a'ster;n- f la^k-' 'of ;/t'he '''arm'y;' ba;: tt^ii'o-n' was -made' throiigJr ;wMc'h an
• -^ttim^ted-SOQ ^&^^e^ 1 and- f-'l^d^td'-'the •south'e-a'st^TEt!- Supplies
•'•'•-.of the ' e.nti^e ''f'pr'ce'^'tisj^'ely -'^^
1 Mopping up ' operations; 'in 'the' en'oirci'ed i 'area contiiued during the
'•"•llth and T2th'.. ' ' Al^oti gh ' s-ev;erai , hundred of, the • ertfemy > wer e .killed.,

the -great-er' force is"ikri own' to ;;hciv-e: •'gotten--away---'in- ttee' jungle; 
,f4n.,a cojnpletely disorganized rout. The cleanup of these was 
^vacGom^ii sheet in the long campaign undertaken by Col. Carl.-3\.n''s 

Raidq,T' Battalion in November, ' ( " ' •
N



. In order to! - as sis t .in .the 'secret landing /of the Soco'nd '"'...-.; 
Marine • Raider-'Bn:»: at Aola, 'Captain Clenvens -with a -grpup"qf.;: Marine;a'..,.. 
and natives-- proceeded, by schooner to Aola .on the 1st of the month 
where beacon 'lights were set ''$$ guide .the ships ,ln» ; "The Raiders 
were disembarked from the AP-P.'.e. Manley and-MoKean on November .......:
4th« Six. larger ,trasnporta,,ahd cargo ships landed a Defense •-.'•• 
Battaliorij--"a-' Naval'• ConstruetioriUnit, and an..Army Infantry 

1 Regiment-rat the same.,time.; While' the Raiders.1 task.had-TDeen
secretly''assigned them'in ' the ;New'Hebrides, the'.other -forces : .-' ' ' 
were intended to remain at Aola for the development and protection 
of an airfield-there.,.. Expert aviatl on ;, engineers, who'had made '.-,' 
surveys and studies .of -the .feasible cites, and .o'ther.s familiar --j . .-'.,. 
with Guadalcanal terrain had advised in favor o,f the grassy. -.
plain a> Vollnavua,.. but it was Admiral Turner f s. dec! slon; to ,. : 

locate the -new. landing fiel.d at Aola., where coconut palms had-. 
to.be cieare:d away: and stumps pulled-before the'.ground could 
even be •levelled. As more and more difficulatie-s were encountered 
in the work' on-the Ao3,a field and '-."lii landing supplies the . > 
impracticability of the-, project r was admitted and, the whole ' 
operation was moved ..a .month 1 later 7 again..-by transport, and. cargo . . "/ 
ship, to the extensive^ grassy plains inland .from Volinavua., ' ; -\ 
the original oholae for, an airfi'eld., .• •. . •' .;."..• • ; ' -.,.,';..

Tlie plan o.f .the Raider Battalion'in November was to' advano.e. 
inland 'and travel west ward.., from Aola ;unt'll .the. Matariikau' River .;-• 
was reached' and then .to turn northward, and ..come' into- the Lunga.. -;..-•' 
Def.c-nse area* Their mission' was three' foidt 1 -, (1) to determine ; r 
the existence of.\any.enemy concentrations, south of the defense 
perimeter (were f.orces/6.g.aih gathering for a.nother push'at • . ; 
their favorite point.,of, attack?; (2) to discover the main Jap.; : .. 
trail south of. MambulfJ (Mt, Aueten) and. report the preseno:'e of : . 
any" Japs found there.;..and (3) to .search'fo:r eoid destroy an enemy. "..... 
field piece believed to be located 'oh the-- north, slope -of'••"'B^re->. .• 
Knob". To these was .added, the search ,for .a ..reported. easy' trail . 
south 'to the' top .of ..Mambulo following the- ridge ;cohtour'sv ' Tfeu-sf. .. •" 
it would appear that they .were 'to flirtation.-,.as aii inroehs'e''-re-•'•-•'.. • . 
connaisvsance patrol* Clashes with scattered groups of the ^enemy 
were inevitable .on a trek of these proportlons.| and -when- called 
upon on the ,11th. by..communication with -their- portable radio 
receiver-transmitters from Lunga to contact. and. destroy, the-''-' 
enemy; escaping southward from the trap, near K.o'ii''..'£p'lnV their 
operation took on the aspect of a stalk and m'op~upV " With a '' '.' .-. 
great-; staff. of native carriers', the'.-.battalion was guided:.by 
Tabasui, a Malalta. stfout, arid advls'e'd, bj':-.,.Major:Mathery -the•-•• . 
intelligence^ liaison of ficep, 'When the ?.t.pwn,..of" Binu 'en- the. 
Balesuna-River x^as.. reache'd.,-1 ' Sgt.-.'Mfi-jSr Vouza ;,o.f 
Constabulary .and .a..native of" the' reg3:on7 ,--.l.ed. them to within. : . 
striking' distance, '&£' t-he.'f.ugti-tiv:;e v groups..*.,-.1;- Tiir.ee,;groups-.: p'-f -.•- . 
^^^BtePW^§.%"ged to; con'tact"and-'wipe- -out...?3,-n •.equal ..number' bf.. ;-en.e.my 
coneehtrat'lrons, at least"6n:e' of -^whlch .was.- qha-seii; 'olit ; of : ^the .^ 
village-of Asimana on the Metapona," It 'is ''important to -note. .
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•that none :bf .the maps , In use at- the. time showed this village, 
.' "but it >;as. readily aoc-.essible'. with the: sure ''guidance of the

•poliO'e boys. :.: Between' 200 :a'nd '300 were: 'killed by the; Raiders'' 
.and by the., artillery fire which was 'call ed'' for . /-••-.' ' '• -'

:..... ; The. or;lg;.lna.'L r u.nd3rt'aki'hg' was-- '''accomplished' with-'the £ollow- 
. ring, rp suit- e 5 •;..;&• c o net ent..ra-t ions ' of -the enemy 'Were -found-' south'
•of.;. the/ 'defence:: :pari^e.''cer«, The main - - Jap1 east-west trail---' south'-; 
:,qf. I-iamioulc; -wae .Si'scovered ancl the;"en; emy gun position was 
f'oynd on- the northern- slopes of ."Bare Knob",, Later -the gun 
itself way -f/xmd -by- fc&e Rai'lers at the'- jane tur'e of the Lunga River 
anci the ne-ih/ly-diKC-ovyred - east-went -t.raiio Finally, because^ of 
the ^erjclu-tion; of Maj-cr. Mather and the .native, ̂ guides i the accessible 
Itraii'f r-o.TR .the top /of Marabulo to the coast • wa^ • traced; . by .;the 

, party. :-,'thoyg.b. it had been yearly obliterated by ' di su^ 6 '„' • ' Ah 'addi 
tional .ser-rice/'-of • the' Raiders was their report of 'an unprotected 
aial vulnerable left flank' on : the Matanikau defense Iine 0 The 
Raid or a came'. ;.nto Lunga-.'on December 4th., " '

. .;, .- ; 0n . the ISth of -Movember, because- of the complete exhaustion 
of 'photographic and lithographic --print paper at duadaicanal;,: '- 
Lt,i '..C-iaffy .vas sent by plane to Noumea 'to 'obtain Hhese sup-plies'- -"•• 
f/rom the AmGr.ical -Dlvisio-n ;-still :b'ased there but-' preparing to* 
embark- for Q-uadalcanal*-' As -a s-eco-ndary responsibility t,he 
lieutenant .acted .as- confidential courier between General Sebree 
at Caqtus .and .G-e-: nera.V.' Patch, at White P.oppy* Fie returned to 
ths. intelligence. :.aection -on the- morning -of Novembe-r-'16th 'with 

require:! supplies^ .. - - •• • '• ; ; - - - • :'-••;' ' ; ' '

.., " A .rlay' or.. two letter '..the 1st and 2nd Battalions, 182nd'"'- '• '• 
Infantry JL, U> .8 «• -Array., second regiment -from the 'Americal 'Division 
arri"r ofl <o.t .Cactus, d IB embarked .at, Lunga and' -were" shortly sent 
into t.he-.Matanikau,. of f engiv-e'.\ " ; •'•''•• - ' •'•••'-• • ; --"' '-'

'

Reports .from our '.coast Watcher. LQK in. the Buin-Faisl area 
around- November 10- indicated that -an enemy task fo'rc-e 'of- greater 
proportions; than any previously, encountered -in 'the- Solomons - 
were being assembled there,'' The. '-message f-rom' -LQK' that' day '' 
reported- .6-1 -ships -in .sight,-- eom-prl-sing 6- c;ruige;-raj,- '33" destroyer-s/, 
17 AK.sj 2 sloops, 2., tanker d- and' one liner 'bfBOOO "tons, : Next 
morning two. enemy air', at, tacks -came -over Cactus/, -the -'first ••'-'• •" - 
aerial attack in "--strength for ma;hy :"we:ek-s-i ; Though/ o.qas-t watcher,^''' 
and the Radar ..gave- ..adequate warning't'6 both trobp-s- a-n'd 'avlat.i6'-h>* 
the enemy • succeeded ' in' reaching ..G-uadalcaaalw 'At -: 0930'- nln-e*' J»P 
d.ive .bombers, -supported..- .by 12" zeros-: attacked-.- . f ri-endljy -shlpa in • • 
area. Shot "-..down w.ere:::flv.e:'z.er'6s.r definitely,,- 2 probable's, an<a- 
one.dive. bomber .definitely with"rone" prbbabl'e'V LbbaT- Ibsses^ _ 
heavier than usual due to the inexp'erience of hew pilots, were 
si: X'xF.,4Fs from which two pilots were recovered. Twenty-five • 
enemy twin-engine bombers supported by five zeros attacked 
Henderson Field and Lunga area at 1135, at which time they lost
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.-six bombers definitely and tyro probables -while; 'Cactus, losse.s 
.•we're f our- F^Fsv -Oh. the 12th' a'' large .force of -enemy torpedo. 
" plane-s- -and zeros attacked'U,;,'S.-' shipping, .inflicting slight-dama.ge - 
"and- subjecting themselves" to. nearly complete, (annihilation*;-'_•• .." 
.Thirty out-of thirty-one- enemy planes were de'f initedy-. shot do.w&,
-.;No- enemy; air attacks were;-.launched ; against 'Guadalcanal -the -follow- 
f - ing.- two.days-on .which 'the enemy staged their grand . scale; Naval 
blitz,, but on the-.-l.5th; an > Interception, of,,Jap': dive bombers. - .'

- ;and ' fighters approaching'' Qactu-S ws^ made'.'.by 'F4Fs in-.which eight 
enemy planes ! were shot' down, or damaged.. .'Cactus losses • were 
one :crash landing, pil'Qt -recovered..'. "Thereafter'there .were.-no .;.-.. 

: air raids in-force over1 .•.Guadalcanal -during the remainder: of .-the 
Marines'-'Stay, on the island.. ; " ' " f ' .

Preparatory message'explaining the plans formulated by-.the 
.American Navy to-'-cat'ch, the •indicated. Jap ,na.val -blitz began. tb:-,- . 
arrive at Cactus by radio'.dispatch from ComSoPac and his 'sub 
ordinate commanders. Although the" arrival of the. enemy attackers 
was expected the night of November 12-13, a friendly task- - . 
group was' to be- sent- into the area, the night, of. Noyember ,1.1-12». 
Results ' of • all ,friendly : air 'searches were, to be forwarded; ••• 
immediately, to the: ;Navy for their information.-, • The-vus,e; of ,;../> 
Cactus, aircraft throughout the .battle" -was. carefully., planned* ' 
Signal lights for fri-endly task forces were,-established; and-... 
used on the Sealark Chann'el:entrance ; to .the-Guadalcanal-areaji •'.; 
PT'boats-were used : on a plqket! line .-for' observation and patrolling 
out .of Tulagi, 'reporting all .contacts with-the'enemy, in plain- 
language, and were' '-withdrawn from' action when .the naval- battle . 
began In earnest* The Naval Air. Station- TulAg'i had planes in 
use during this operation. 'TBFs'and,S3Ds were also;sent on", 
missions from the carrier Enterprise returning-, later to a - -''.);- : 
South -Pacific. "t3ase..- 'A -small' boat with radio was requested eastr-- 
of Kc'll ;Poih't to give information regarding e.n.emy .ships, present 
there* Ground forces at 'Lu'nga Point were, prepared to repul-so'-,...-:• • 
any landing-attempt by the enemy, '.-"''•• . ' ' "• - :; .

A brief of some of the results...of this three-day ..engage 
ment, which began with large' enemy-warships', and ended ..with cargo 
ships and. transports sent to retake Guadalcanal o.n the-14th-.-• 
and 15th, was dispatched"to 'ComSoPac oh" the. : -16th t . .It -stated :.in 
part that Cactus-based' planes destroyed. ®n e,.-damaged -battleshl-.p^- - 
two light cruisers,'and eleven transports .or cargo ships, 
damaging another light pruiser.. Unloading- operations were believed 
to be. unsuccessful and.-'at'tehd'ed'.. by heavy lp-sses- in -personnel., . 
Japanese beach dumps t^^r.e'. lieavily .bombed'^,;-.Ga ;so:lin:.e-. and., ammun- 
ition'-fires' exterided 'a-iong; the...beach" for '1000. y'.ard-s> : ., F-Fom-'.-, 1' 
Tulagi--Qe.4pa;tch'es ca'me th'e''iuf'Ji-reation-' that the PT boats" 
scored at least one hit on an enemy battleship or heavy cruiser*

. .-—' a
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• '' . ' The Comai-rsopac- Intelligence. Bulletin for 19 November .' 
gives a preliminary, recapitulation of . the- results "of th'e. battle 
as undertaken by U.S. Naval Forces the night of November - 12-13, 
These helped in .forming an estimate ,bf the damage inflicted . 
while D---2 'was still: -located on Guadalcanal... -,•'.

"• • ' • -Ship?: ''sunk o,r damaged: -..im;i-udecU • '' '-.. ' ' • '. ..'. ' ...

1 Kcn^o Class ->33 damaged and-, later .sunk" by'' aircralft',
•."•' 1 Kongo Class, BB seriously damaged, ; ; ,./ ' ..... '."'/' ' ' •
•• J ':•••"}. OA- 'blew- -up\ and :• sank «•• < '. -. : ' ; - ... ','. ".. •' ' . - " : ; •. -.-' •"• 

• 1 , r-L bie.w '.up and (mruu . , ...- : - -. ': ., ; '' :; :
2 01 j heavily hit anc"1 . . burlng when .enga.g'eraeht broke off* ' ' " 'DT;'

. 
:-t" 2 .,o.r ,o' D-D -presumed sunk.,-, several others set. afire d V.

Thy.1 & through the coordinated .prepara'ti on , and. executlpn^ /• 
o'f an attack plan the navy p • aviiat. ion .and 'land forces. "broke' 'up 
the .greatest : threat to .the -Allied .Guadalcanal ba'.q'e which, the / :'" : - ; 
Japs : 6;ver. undertook. : . ••'.« ... . •• .. ' "' .'•':. ;'',.'. '''•''';

'.''••'.'•''•' • • • ' . '•'. ' ' - '

'.."• Enemy submarines, operating in. -the. lower.. Solomons wi.'.th; '. 
greater intensity arid .boldne.ss r presented a, new threat "to- . •' 
shippings . •"• Their presence ..was. reported to .all. .ship's .arid bas-es -•;- 
by .dlspatGhes : from high .naval authority .and effp^ts-^ to'. 'protect'- 
ships a.r.d sink -the. subs were, ^undertaken 'by , scheduled '.sub patrols. 
The'-ca.rgc :'ship A-tchiba torpedoed while unl6ading ; off .Lunga on - 
the- morning -'of the 28th., -but was. /"beached to\save_ cargo, and 
for pb'asible salvage. 'The same .--day, an .'ant 1- sub. air "patrol " 
reported dropping three bombs on. .'one .large' en emy.', submarine . 
south.west : .' of .. Cape .Esperance at Veralui Cov.e*. OBPUs' and ' BrlVs '•••; 
continued • thereafter" to harass submarine .activi tie's of the - 
enemy-rby dropping depth .-.charges and.. bombs " on" these targets»N 
One was sunk bt> Nan OS2U on 7 December iO' miles " north' of ; -' 
Lunga,. Point-.; - . '-.•-. .-.-..- ; --,.,,

.- ' A f'ina-1 Jap .effort to. land, troops and supplies the night' 
o-f.\ November 30 -=• December ..1 was • anticipated with warnings to. 
Guadalcanal" 'the' afternoon, of the 29th'., /Cruisers ..and. destroyers .
•were ord-ered :t-o inte-reept the. expected .destroyers .an.a.',tr'anep6-rts» 
;Thls friendly task, force 'engaged', with , the .'.enemy n'e.ar Savo /Tsland
•-a'bout .'-2.-300 .On: the 30th. -.The; -Jap .landing was .prevented at ; '. 
heavy- cost .on both sid.e.s, , '..Enemy. 'transports and; . d^.s:tr6y;er9 •; • 
were .destroyed; but the friendly forc.e sustained 'heavy damage. .
•from .torpedq.es. "-• Jap |; suryiv.or'.s .pl-cked up after this battle 
r.ev-ealed' that at least: two enemy... DD s , were sunk..* One .prisoner 
.stated 'that he heard the BBs Kiel and Kirlshima- had 'beS'n sunk 
.j^rth-e .mid- November engagement, but that the Haruna and Kongo 
had 'reached Truk safely. Any Jap warships reported around^ 
Guadalcanal after December 1st were sent for the purpose of
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"evacuating the 'officers and wounded..from: the much-mauled^ and 
..seriously crippled/western sector, • ' , • ;' -'- '" ; .

. • ...About November 25th'Sg-t.. Stanley of the D-2.'section .was . 
sent with Killimandi,, a Fljian radio'operator,, to- augment'the. 
coast watching personnel at larau Sound*. '-'After four-- days o.f • 
working together, ' Adams'; and Eroni .were .relieved and sent'.back 
to Lunga 0 In the five wee.&s - that -. Stanley remained on watch' at •. ' - 
ZG-L-4 -en-emy activity observed .was limited to a few flight's of 
Japanese- flying boats on patrol* ' .

Patrolling activity continued in the latter half, of November.

A patrol' was'-sent from ' Colonel. Whaling' s scout group to • 
contact Mr» Kay^ the observer in. the G-old'Fields, regarding the 
.evacuation of-a nun recovering" from- mistreatment at. the 'hands 
of; the enemy'.* Supplies' were 'delivered and reconnaissance, of trails 
and enemy territory ,wa;s made 6 . .A three weeks*' .native, patrol 
arriving .back at Lunga on', the 26.th reported : on the trails,>.'enemy 
situation, ..and -supplies'along 'their itinerary that..had . cut. ','•' 
Inland to : Klarokiki :across .an .unmapped trail-- to Tapinanj.a,' up 
the main'trail to Patonoli "and. Tangarare'Mission. .Thence . 
around --the coast 'they'.noted, the main": Jap.-"c-'orioentratioh"s. between 
Marovovo Mission and K;okumbbn-a». The la:st-importari't patrol sent 
out by D-2 was the O.djyss'eyof 'the schooner Rama.da undertaken 
by Father DeKlerk's native-boys* The trail covered the. period 
November 29th to December 10, 'and' they touched 'Cape"Hunter, ' 
:¥andererd. Bay, Fox Bay^ Beaufort Bay and:many other., point?? ..on tlie 
coast-south and west of Lunga* In-addition to- providing a guard 
and communication -force for Father' DeKlerk while he re.cruited 
native labor for service with the .armed-forces; 1 the Marines from 
D-2 made observations and notes on the terrain and suitable land 
ing beaches. ' . " ' ••''.'

The arrival of two Naval Air Photo Interpreters, Ensign- 
R» H c Delancie and Ensign A, V. 'Sommar, for temporary, duty with • 
the Division Intelligence Section o:n:November 24th'greatly aided 
the operation of this, department ef intelligence activities* • 
With additional equipment and enthusiapu for their job the 
ensigns, pitched in immediately, finding many targets for 
bombing and • strafing missions. These interpreters .were'-- . 
detached-from the D-2 :.a.nd assigned to• G-:2 when the Army'..took 
over-.from the Fir-st Marine. Dlyisio'n^ '-'•'' -'- " : '' , - .'-,-.'

v •• ' . Two -Marine.' officers, ,LW L-^,.T,.-.Burcham 'and .Lt, J, J. Foley, 
reported to'the-section, oh'November 29th for duty as aerial 
photo liTterpretors. Three enlisted interpreters reported on 
J2&£ffiaM£, 3»' They made first phase Interpretations l of two . - 
sorties of photographs: covering the area along ,the coast from
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Cape Esperance to- the front lines'in the vicinity . of - the'Matanikau. 
Inforrriation regarding troop- .dispositions along the enemy .front - 
lines and in %reas'immediately to the rear-was obtained from 
these interpretations,.-.. A. number of target areas, in the vicinity 

'• of Kokumbona,-AA post-ions and.- supply .'dumps/ pointed out-on".these 
photos "were "•exploited by artillery on. December' 7th, . resulting-" 
in at least two flr-eH;; they...xve.re.aXao strafed, by'; air.craft* -.. 
Targets' oo. the' Bonegi .River were exploited by: : aircraft oh a- - : - •• 
strafing mission,, . ...'• .-, / '' ' "•"'. ,"" ; '.'.''.;.".- ' ••'

' Effective the 27th of November the Assistant Division 
Commander -assumed tactical command of all tl.S.M.C, ground units 
located within-.'the Lungg. Point perimeter. With 'his 'staff t ' 
General Rap'ertus commanded the .defense'.of 'this area for the • .-;• 
remainder of'the' Marines' stay,, on Guadalcanal.;. ' ' ;; - :."

• Before December 1st Colonel Long, G>-r.2 of.-the Ame.ricsii 
Division, had moved^ into the D-2 Section'i'n .order to observe 
activities and,.methods.. When 'his own 'personnel arrived shortly 
thereafter the -G-2,r secti-on began..gradually to, assume some of the 
duties of an intelligence section, -maintaining the situation 
'map, working-' on an Order of Battle of enemy forces on Guadalcanal 
and keeping, the ..journal and telephone Watch. •

'•"'' . •;' '• •• * • . (

.On December 9th .General Vandegrif t of f icially' ho.nd,ed 'ov.er •• 
command: of : the', forces, based on Guadalcanal a'n.d the..', lesser islands 
to'; G-enoral- Pateh., -' -That .day marked the embarkation''and evacuation 

. of''the first section of ,-, troops", .'.Fi;R8t : . Marine' Diyioi'o'n, .from thfe 
Solononst" '•• ' .; - ; .-;.•. -, "'. '

•'.'•'•' '' • ' ' ;' • Full Development -of 'i"Information
'-and Intel llg'enO'-e....

From the 'above it is .evident •'•' that .the .information .^ -' 
gathering functions 6f-the-D-2 Section were- exercised to the 
fullest .extent in the Phase V-' .of . .the operation* Not only were 
the. instrumentalities for this work improved, expanded' and' 
molded .to meet the: pe'culla-r, demands.- of, :the. Guadalcanal situation/ 
but with the- addition -of new agencies,,, -such as,' the .Tropeclo Boat 
.Squadron-patrols, :the -schooner... pat.rol.-s and a; complete 'aerial .- 
photo Interpretation unit, .there was -a natural -Increase in tjie 
Volume of enemy: inf brma'tlon reo.eived,.' e.valuated, and. passed on for 
executive action or for general .security* ........ : ; '''.

'-' ; " ' Sour en s:' -and volume of ^information, ..whichj.ihave^be.e'n " • 
.described in the f 6-reg6lng:- :.narrativ.e.s rof . t'Ms' entire.. ,'campai-gn 
sepmed t'o meet : the ; , d.e-mands' made by. ,the--,incr.e.,ase i .Q.fi e.riemy activity, 
pressure and Contact s»-"- ; Th"e-ae squrce-a.,cpm,pri-^e -"ift;; tro.t.o : .. (1) 
p: »p»:.,,obse.rvatlons arid reports; '(2) lower 'echelon patrols a-nd~--"' :; 
r-e.por^; (-3) attached units' patrols, searches and reports - ,. 
i.e.. Air Wing. and Torpedo Boat; (4) D-2 patrols, reconnaissances 
and reports; (5) Coast Watcher reports - both on arid off Guadal 
canal •*, including enemy troops and shipping concentrations
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a.jj well as air-raid-warnings; -(6) Summaries from higher ech'elons - i.e. ;CornA3.rSoPac Intelligence Bulletins • and-"O.N.,.I« Weekly j-:- -;".'-'- ; 
Bulletins;;" (?) Enemy docements such 'as captured 'le.tters, : '•' diaries? operation, orders "pep-talk" leaflet's,, addresses of instruction;/••despatches and pqsted' r 'riptice's ~- all of .them fqund'-at'..Gua'd'-alcanai' and'y each 'indicative' of- the. eh'emy .Goi&~''- ••'• ''.-' ; 
pos x :t i. oh ;. fitness-or i n t e n t i oh a J '' '' ( B } : pr i s on e r s'•• 1 h t erv .1 e w£d ',' :: wh.ioh revealed the same 'kind' of information; {??) ' aerial : •'•'''' 
photos •- for mapping-or' in-terpretation; and (10) 'despatches. from higher intelligence'or from attached unl-tsa ."• • • ' . •'•• ••• :' -"

'•;.;.. T.to'ac'tivities'of the Divifiioh Intelligence Section' •'•• 
promoted by the-ever-'increasing-quantity.; of enemy-information 
consisted primarily. of receiving, recording'} evaluating and passing on to the proper authority all information received —~ 
that .is f every thing... rep6r.t.e..d ..from tho,; . .abovo. ..source s<. It ^6 ant 
maintaining ini! the f inal'-phs'se' •(!) '• daily- ; work •.•"sheet's; (?,) 
a -D-,2 journal: and (3) a situation map of enemy and friendly 
dispositions,, It .included publishing (1) daily summaries
-of Intelligence data on .Guadalcanal; (2) periodic- rap'ort.s of: • •••• the-.enemy activity-In'the Sol-ombn' Islands.- (less •.Go>cla!c.anal..);; ;," ; - knd (5) periodic reports of the enemy sit-uation • on .-Guadalcanal,,. It included keeping- an up-fo^-dat-e"record, -as--'.closely as 
possible, of the enemy order of battle. Lastly it meant dis- 
''•semination of urgs-nt warnings 'by telephone 4or dispatch when 'ene'my contacts were- imminent* ' . •-. '. -•--•" • .:•• •.';'•.

To augme-n't.:-"the informati'ori gathering of' other ."units, . ;: .. 
'•the D- :3 Section'maintained O.Ps of its- own-which :.w«.re most : .;-
-prdfloient ;'lh -observation"; it 'supplied .specialized .personnel ' 
such as'observer's .and spotter's ,to-the' island co.ast-'.watching 
system c Patrols were sent directly from D-2 on Division
-Intelligence missions. On .-many : 'other saoutirig parties and 
reconnaissances representatives'of the -section were included. 
'as liaison or guides. In this way Interiig.enc'e, had'.a-report
-from: 'Its- own trained personnel'as well .-as. from "the patrol.-•.• : ' '

Other routine methods of obtaining intelligence infor- 
.included-'examining enemy- materiel ;;an'd .ordnance; ;the•-'"l:aborioua : se-gr'egatioh) translation'--and..'evaluationjQf ..-captured

•documents, as- well as .-the que.s-tioni-hg;.'.of; -prison.e-fg. by,;.•C-apt-^Ins •Mor'an 'and- Boardrr;an -tour-.'ov'G.-rTAfo-'rked' Japanese 'Interpretersi
'TviiB work contribute^ to the ..Situ-atl'on.'-and--. theOi'de'r :.of Battle,..;.Reports : eri-v;merated -'above'*- ;''• The fr-ecelpt) -classiflaatlon' and./.

'•• distribution -of-ma'ps f Serial photos:;ahd; m'oslacs;-'was v'a^.D-2 ...-. . 'Section jo;b-requiring •'-.th.e: -;>.er^i"c;es :'-bf-- twp'.raeh, a'-great" part.; ;-.,.- 
of th'e time. Map-making from aerial photos was executed by

..$&£*WB'aft sine n in the later phases of the campaign, and our
"D-£ photolitho group supplied the reproduction.
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4; '^j From an .uncontrolled aerial' mosiac taken by the .SoPac
•..Photo- Interpretation/ Unl^,. biased .at New Hebrides',, .-''aerial 
^photos; of the -North -Ooafit of Guadalcanal imade on 18 .August* 
1942 4 a 12 sheet map of. the Lunga "-Area was traced by : : ;.v- 
draftsmen in -Regimental .H&S Battery' -of 'the 11th Marines; .'
•.Reproduced by the D- 2. Lithographic . Sec.ti.on .early in October,
•this. 'map* kripwti ;a> 'the B~.2 '#104 'Map,' was distributed . •->, 
to all 'uni ts ih great quani&it ies and bec.airie- /the .principle 
operations map and situation.. map 'for the .area,,betwe.enf. .:• 
Kokumbona .and Koli Point throughout 'the remainder, * of ; ,the 
.campaign. Its chief faults, lay in the. cloud 'covered areas. 
back from the shore -line and in some distortion . (common 
to all -uncontrolled mosiacs' of large areas) which was not. 
taken into account in -tracing the map. ..No other 'photographic 
sortie of .the area- was-- made In order tha,t a '/Better map" jnlght 
be traced,' A ree'bnna.i;9;sance''; strip .of aerial, photos flown 
by the same ph$t.jpgraphic unit on 12 October/.' 1942 -from : 
Vlsale"to Kokumbona provided the'1 'original from Which Sgt, - ; 
Stanley of ' the D-.2. Section traced the- seven^sheet, map , of • 
the- western' coastal area* This job was limited in. depth •:: 
to a : few -hundred;f eet from the coast A but was carefully '••'•' 
executed ; and was 'distributed in ̂ ovember a.s the D-2 #106 •-•• 
Mapj: for operations l*n 'the western sector», . •' ,

Interpreatlon of aerial photos for enemy ' 1 nf ormati o.n '•- - .- 
got .moving, in full swing in the closing days of the opera« 
tion«: For local security and- for the' general safety of the 
area against"" air raids or naval boftibardment at night , an 
officer and an enlisted man were kept- on' watch 24 hours a"''' ' ' '

Over and above purely "intelligence" functions D~2 was 
charged with (1) the recruiting, organizing, and paying of - 
the native labor battalion; (2)^ the dispatching .of our. ••' 
schooners on v^upply, rescue,, recruiting, or, gopd-w.ill ' '•• '; "• • 
miss-io'ns; (3.) 'the custody and assignment tpr-reglmentsv 6£. •:.-• > 
war~dogs and' dog-handlers sent from Pacific^ 'Fleet :i Headquarters 
at Pearl Harbor; and finally the creiatioh and protected' "•- : -. '• 
distribution of pass^word^ lists 1 f or the: 'lsland7s defenders/. -. ,• ' ;'?' : .." .'. . •-.•;.-•. •; '. .•'•••'*•" °'V '""'". ..'.. . ". ' ." ." '....•••. . • -

" ''V r --V --..OONCLUSIONS ' '
...-. .-. ,• •_ -^ ... i . .. :• • -.•.-.. ... . •- • -..:.

Tb ; the shortc.pml.ngs .and expedi-ettt-a fpr, .impro.Vseme;nt ; :•:-; .-:;'• 
recommended In .previous, ..phase; - -r"e per' ITS'.' can'. ''b.e- added. ;the- T- : - M: '- 
following faults and Requirement's 'of :; a .'divi,sipnai, in't.e'll-Ig-enc'e 
organization which made the'ms.elves felt '.in'., the » closing phase 4 of the'.-"ope:ratibn,r . ••••.•..:•'•-.- v '' "• ' '"'~, ' ' ; .: -.'.':;. -.f>,i,v. v .-' ::;• : 'V • -'

^ The only facilities on the island for talcing aerial 
f>hoto.g.j^phs were one fighter plane in which a camera had 
been mo'unted.. As a lens of 8-| Inches focal length was used
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and sino-<3- it .was .impracticable, to xfly lower than 9,500.. >ffeet., . , 
the photo:s at the resultant .scale of > lT.14, 000 were'- a.t ' ;the 
minimum ac ale for general interpretation*. -For ;f lr s-t • phas.e • • 
interpretation of troop dispositions-^ front /line- emplacements, 
and similar military "installations, aerial photographs 'should 
have a' scale of -not less than 1,;10,QOO.. ,;.,.! t won I'd ha^e been 
possible to -secure photographs -'-at. this scale since a. camera 
lens of 20 inches focal length was available •••'.; Except for 
the small 1 scale the .photos ̂were of excellent quality for : ' ;-\ 
interpretation^ . -. 'Phot ograph's : furni shed by • Marine .Photographic 
Squadron'-'. One were sati of actory. ,in all respects. : (having- bee n<''' • 
provided 'at a scale of '1 ;?',, 500 j ; but -. this squadron was'- -based 
on Espirity _3a-ntp and liaison was not •close enough to'. provide 
for distri-bireion of It's photographs -quickly enough t' for-- 
first phase interpretations.^ . • . '• .. ••',> '', ". - :''•'" •'• '

It was felt- that some running record should have been 
maintained of ..all the ..events in which ,th'e D^-2 se'ction was^ 
'even- remotely concerned. I. This could best be., kept: in -the '• ' . 
form of a war diary, .containing -not only., items of . e-.rrbmy • 
information, but- also th.e activities of the- Intelligence 
section' -- : the date, composition, and'. purpose-..- of, -'patrols ••• ~ 
sent ' out; : - the date. and source o'f new photps ^or., maps, -distributed; 
personnel changes; introduction of .new activities; etc* 
It might 'also record '.the highlights, and origins of purely 
operational events, since 'the, interaction- of'-D-r-S r?.nd, D-3,-... 
functions is maintained constantly. -In this way ..the record 
will differ from already ; existing, journals and work sheets', . - 
and- will provide the DpS with ready reference .to 'material ' • 
not..-hitherto available, but "necessary in- the, assembling of-" • 
reports and 'summariVs, ' . It. is .qf prime/ importance that '...... s .
events be -entered' In. the record as. they take place,.;.- -in '.''-. 
order to keep It complete and accurate. . Thfe undertaking' '._'--'.: 
should' be worthy of a "permanent and responsible..if --'.not. a- •" 
full 'time assignmeht*; "." '' ;' . ./- . ,•- : -. .-'-.'•'• '-•'•• •- ""• ' ' ' . .-

In • bbnclusioh| tp r the. end' that the- D-2''Sectl on might •--' 
carry out its fu.nc,tlon'is ; in . a, more .capable •.mahner^ it is;,. - v 
recommended that ; .Standard./; Operating Procedures-.- written • • 
jln (detail on tlje \chlef activities ..of the. .••Intelligence •. ;- 
Section^ :-be provided 'and: followed, .b!y' all E)^2 'personnel- .bn. '-'^ . 
future ;;'ope rations* ' The,' makeshift S.,;O^P.*.'drax^n up 'for' . : "''•"••;".. 
reportihg'--c:bas't-watcher. warning's "and--- forwarding --urgent'-'-, -' .'. 
message /that' was Used at, Guadalcanal. -points the way •' \Hpw-- 
ever, th-e ^keeping .of. ^records' uiiifo.rmi.y, the systematic "-'•-"•: •'-'•' 
handling of aerial ^h.'o.tos...^,nd;. ;t"hG^;r -jLnterpre.tation;sy'. and-. - . 
the expeditl;o.u ; s'" reproduction' 'and ..distribution of maps and 
mosaics, are1- "4'hly a' few of the activities that called for 

e nt. .•"' Already Procedures for D~2 Command Po s t
and for Handling and. Filing of ' Classified Documents

have been written for future operations of the 
Division'. - • A
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'",--' ' ''. : •''•'•. . .-." 'ANNEX.0 •'•-.:•• . - •. ... • -. . .-.

• ' ' ' • ' • v . ' • .-•-'•.--, ... 
FIRST MARINES,. FIRoT MARINE DIVISION, ••>.','- . '...... '

-- . - FLEET' MAR"nTE FORC3, ,. ' '
* .

"HISTORY OF TIG FIRST MARINE R3G-IM3NT"--• • •;••' - •

Phase V - " • • •- ^'"*. •'•<-'* • • 
"(18 September--10 ; December)'• ••'•:*' .-.

From its position- along the Teriaxu River this. Regiment vigorously-, 
patrolled the area to the east of th0' : Tenaru as f a-r"as ''the -Malimbiu River.'.-.

24 September"- A. patrol from "!!•"• Company', • Third• Battalion, fir..ed .at 
two enemy snipers', ami' sighted 'tv/o more -'in 'the' vicinity ,o'f the'IIu River.-- '•.

• 2.5-26 September -..Two patrols; one from "L" Company,, and one from "1C" 
Company, made- a r.econnaissancV of the native village at Koli Point..

The Third Battalion held in Division Reserve- was ordered to-talee .up 
positions in "the area of the .IJ.atanikau River and-on 30 September, "£" Company, 
patrolling 'along the Matanikau Riveri- found two. dead Japanese soldiers.-

3 /October '- The First Battalion was -ordered .to take up the Second Bat 
talion's positions along the beach, and the northern stretches of the T'enaru 
River. The Second Battalion was ordered to'occupy the Third Battalion's 
p»si'tlons. along the .upper regions'.of the-Tena-ru-. - '. . . 

* ' '. " ."•-.••.•-...••-..
4 October---'A patrol from ".a" Company, First Battalion, - under .Captain. 

Brush captured four 37mm enemy .guns at Koli Point, • destroyed three and brought 
one back intact. The patrol also cap-cured: 50° round's .of 37i?ni ammunition, '.

5. October - A'patrol from H F" Company» Second-Battalion:, under -Captain .. 
Rowland, captured'tv/o enemy 75 mra guns.-approximately 8000 yards east of the '. ' 
Second Battalion positions. The breech .blocks were removed and brought back 
to our lines.. There was extremely recent evidence of a gun crew bivouacked •'•. 
in'the immediate vicinity of the guris :.''• The pieces were.'ln excellent condi 
tion, cleaned and freshly oiled.. - , '• '•'• ' - - '-..:• - '-: .•• . . ; ->- .-..,... •

Meanwhile, in the Matanikau area, .•••"I". - 'Compa-riy, Third Battalion,, .-under. 
Captain Lichtman;" reenfor'Ced by-the ®lmm mortar platapn.( ;"'M" .G,ojnpany.-and an.,-. 
L';Q section of "L" Company, was sen'c out as a combat patrol to feel out the 
enemy position's' along the* eastern bank of the Matanikau River-300 yards from 
the beach.,,. An undetermined' numbef o-f 'the ehemy^ were- ki'lled-. :. .-. •. . .-. - •. •'.••--,.',

Our casualties': 7 killed;' 4 -wounded." - '• ' '" .-._••.••''• .- .--. •••••• '.. --

& patrol from.."C" C.orapany, First Battalion, urrdB-r,< Captain Stevenson, 
landed by Higgihs boat'at'Koli Poin-t,, d'ispers'sd a- gr.oup; -.of 12-Japanese and .. 
captured a radio and telephones,.
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7 October - A Second Battalion patrol under Captain Rbckmo're" brought in 
.•one 75mm -gun discovered on 5 October and destroyed the other.

8 Q.ctober -.The- Third Battalion in -con junction with the Fifth marines 
attack to the west feinted -a -landing at K-ok.umb on'a , ' and received artillery
•fire from the enemy. .. - ' . . •. • .-. •

11 -October - Second Battalion 'patrol from "G" Company .under Captain 
Sherrnan captured two more 75mm guns near the spot where the first two guns 
were captured. The patrol ..also discovered a supply dump containing tools, 
spare parts, radio, radio telephones' and 29 cases of ammunition (75mm ). The
guns were disassembled and .scattered, the ammunition buried. i '

The next-day another Second. Battalion patrol 'under Lieutenant 'Vh'eaton, 
Bn-2-t captured two enemy range ...f inders, a' spotoscope and' two cases of '75mm 
ammunition approximately 5°0 yards v/est of the -location of the 75mm guns. .

14-20. .October -•'•'« I » Company, . Third Battalion, which had taken up posi 
tions on the point on the east bank of the mouth of -the -Llatanikau River, re 
turned sporadic enemy mortar -and artillery fire. Meanwhile the remainder of 
the Regiment moved, 13-15 October, -to the. 'ridges west of the Lunga River,
-forming the southwest defensive line on the entire defense perimeter,' 'The 
First Battalion occupied 'Sector 4» "the Second Battalion. Sector 5 • -

' BATTLS -OF THE MATANIKAU 20-24 October -

20 October - An enemy combat- patrol, approached the- west -bank of 'the 
iiataniicau. River with two tanks. One 'tank was knocked.; out by our 37miirfire. 
Casualties were inflicted on the accompanying Japanese infantry. 21 and 22, 
October -> Mortar and artillery duel f . .No information regarding casualties 
inflicted on the enemy, ' '.-..- ' •-..-. '-. % ' • • - "

23-23 October, ,1800-o6oO - Approximately a regiment of '.enemy infantry 
supported by tanks attacked "I" Company's position at the mouth of 'the Mata- 
nikau River. The attack was repulsed and nine 13 1/2 ton tanks were disabled 
by .the Third Battalion supported by 37mm AT guns-j artillery and a half-track 
which was very effective knocking out five, tanks... A conservative estimate 
of enemy casualties was 600, Our losses: Killed, 25; Wounded, 14«

25 October - At 063'0 our artillery and mortars fired at enemy troops 
sighted on the other side of the Matanikau River. At 093° a seven man patrol 
from "L" Company under First. Sergeant Bartholomew wiped out an enemy machine 
gun squad in rear of1 ' "M" Company mortar platoon, killing nine enemy and des 
troying a heavy -machine gun. -. -••

,.-..- • •. -- - . • . _,
The next day at 1430 -the enemy took a ridge to our southeast from a 

company of the Second- Battalion, Seventh Marines. First Platoon, Company "I Fi , 
itl'i^Lieu tenant bright leading, counterattacked in conjunction with Seventh 

reserves and retook the hill, - ,
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'' ' 29 October..- A Third Battalion patrol led by Lieutenant H.' K.. Taylor 
found and dismantled two 75™ enemy field pieces on a ridge' south of Point 
Cruz while .the 'enemy .gun crews were sleep'ing in a gully some 50'-yards away*

31 .October - Two patrols., .one under Lieutenant Taylor.,'the, other under 
Lieutenant 'Whyte,. Bn-2, struck-out west of the llatanikau River. Taylor's 
patrol engaged /j.0-5 0 enemy in a bivouac area in a ravine just v/est of the 
river. Wh'yte 's patrol .contacted .a group of enemy along the ridge south of 
Point'Cruz,, Outside, of killing from 15 to 30 'enemy, the two patrols captured 
and dismantled two 37mm' gun's and removed a cache of .303 ammunition.. Lieu 
tenant Taylor and one marine were killed.. •...•• " •-.-:'

The night of 31 October j . "L^ Company,' third Battalion, took up'positions 
on the ridge across.-the Mata'riikaa .River to secure a bridgehead for the Fifth 
Marines, attack, and had occasional contact with the enemy during the'night.-

The First and Second Battalions were sending out one, 'two, and three day 
p'atr.ols to.the. south and southwest in the vicinity of Grassy Knoll,' 'It was 
believed tha-t the enemy had established an observation post on Grassy Knoll 
to observe our movements 'and to direct the- ;'flre of their artillery,. The 
Lunga River for some ,,seven mile's to-the south was carefully patrolled as it 
presented a. natural route of approach into our positions. Colonel Gates wanted 
to be quite sure -that the enemy -were not moving around f-rom the west in front 

, of our positions in preparation for an attacki

,The following, patrols made contact with the enemy in the Grassy Knoll 
area: . • .

At 1730i 20 .November,, a three, day reconnaissance patrol from "G" Company, 
Second Battalion, under Lieutenant Jordan, was fired-upon by 20 to 30 Japanese 
on the southwestern slope of--G.rassy Knoll, The enemy was equipped -with two 
heavy machine guns ,,, two light-machine -guns and two mortars. The enemy ̂ suf 
fered 15 casualties of which four were known to-be • deaths,- Lieutenant Jordan's 
patrol returned without any casualties. ' • "

' 23 November - "F"'..Company, Second Battalion, -fcombat patrol of 55 me^ 
led by Lieutenant'Maples surprised an-estimated.enemy.force of ' 200 men at 
the spot v/liere Lieutenant Jordan's patrol was fired upon. The Japanese were 
washing their mess gear.

25-26 November - ."3". Company,- Second Battalion reconnaissance patrol 
led by Lieutenant Bender made contact with, an estimated 30 enemy on Grassy 
Knoll. Three to four Japs were killed. •

.29-30 November -.'"3" Company» Second Battalion, patrol under' Lieutenant 
Stover surprised 15 Japs .asleep on '.the crest of G'rassy Knoll in the -general 
vicinity.of the spot where Lieutenant Maples ' patrol was engaged. The patrol 
killed 12, wounded three, but killed the three vvho..were wounded -as they were
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, .".' On orders, from Brigadier General- Rupertus the Regiment was : male Ing prepa 
rations to attack .to 'the. west in a--flanking movement, in conjunction with the 
Army, Photographs and maps were assembled'and distributed; preliminary orders 
issued. . ......

- 1 * . •• • ** • -

The First and Second Battalions were relieved on the front lines b.\- the 
First and Second Battalions, Eighth Marines., and withdrew to Division Reserve.

/ • • •

The Third Battalion, moving into position in .preparation for the attack 
to the west, relieved the Third Battalion.,. Eighth Marines., on the ridge east 
of the headwaters of the .Matariikau River.. However, the proposed'attack was 
called .off,, " • -•••••. . . •• • • '

.The Regiment-.moved to the -beach, in preparation for debarking from the 
island, beginning 10 December, The 'Third Battalion embarked 15 December, 
H&3 Company, Weapons Company,-• the First and Se.cond Battalion's embarked on 
22 December. ' . .•.'•• .' ' .

i

Patrol activities of this Regiment during the period included in Phase 'V 
revealed some'instructive and revealing facts, • '

'Small patrols of about 10 or..15 nien armed with ToMQ.'s proved ;more. effec 
tive for reconnaissance: than larger platoon or -company patrols. . These -small 
patrols-were able to seek out-the -enemy and if engaged and outnumbered, with 
drew easily and quickly. The findings of these reconnaissance patrols were 
followed up by large combat-patrols-sent put to engage and-destroy the enemy, 
whose, bivouao.. areas were -usually discovered by the reconnaissance* .'patrols.. 
Company patrols, burdened down with machine guns, mortars., • TBX radios, for 
periodic communication back to' the lines and'the problem.of handling over 
150 men in. thick jungle, were slow mqving, noisy and cumbersome...to commit • ... 
into action. .Small patrols' -were 'able to go out for three or more days at 
a time, . travelling for -the. most part-unseen. ' '. ' . •".'•-.." " ' • ".

It proved unwise,, though sometimes necessary to follow trails. The 
Japanese, -when they layed • an' -ambush, aft6'h'"fasten-ed- light machine .guns, in , 
the trees, aimed .at. a. certain-s'pot : along-a ;.trail." Frequently'they v/ould let 
the. ,'ppint- go-.through-, then d.p;e.h" 'firs- on the' main, bo'dy. "• '_'.'.. <'-' "•'...-.

. ..From examination-of- Japanese" trails "it ; '\va's noted'that the Japs cut 
through the jungle .."with saws "probably because -they, were quieter than machetes 
and axes.,.-e'tc. : Through s'.tum-pyv gnarled growth^over 1 swampland 'they burned 
their trails probably us.ing flame throv/ers.,.^ As well as-following definite , , 
magnetic .a-zimuths the Japs evidently' made- a'-n r -'effort to follow' ridge lines, 
river.banks 'and gullies.. ..'Their tr.ai-ls never followed the' topographical , crest 
of a ridge,' always skirted .along --the aide of the- slope under cbver and in
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defilade. 'They used laborers to precede the soldiers and cut out the trails. 
From the startlingly wide and. squarely cut Japanese trails which we followed 
through the thickest kind of jungle,, it became increasingly clear that no 
jungle is' impenetrable. . •

In general the Japanese were found to be careless in establishing secu 
rity. They never used outposts and very rarely carried their rifles in 
bivouac. Consequently, our patrol's we.re able to effect the element of surprise 
which accounted for the success of our patrol activities and kept our casual 
ties at a minimum.

The following is a compilation of Japanese casualties, 1st Regiment 
casualties, Japanese prisoners captured, and Japanese ordnance captured or' 
destroyed in 1st Marine engagements on Guadalcanal:

1. Total Japanese casualties:

2. Total casualties (our own);

3» Total prisoners captured: 

4. Total ordnance captu-red:

Killed,

Killed, 
''found ed,.

2102

109
197

20

Captured, 12 
Captured, 21

HMG > -
LMG i
Mortars and Grenade Dischargers
Rifles
Pistols
70mm Field Pieces
F1 ame Th r o we rs
75mm
75mm ammunition
37mm AT
3?™ ammunition
TSHG
Tanks (15 Tons)
Range Finders
Spotoscopes
Miscellaneous—Small arms ammunition, Sabers, Grenades, Bungalore

Torpedoes, Clothing, Radios, Radio 'Telephones and
Tools — Undetermined Number.

Destroyed,
Destroyed,
Captured,
Captured,
Captured,
Captured,
Captured,
Destroyed,
Captured,
Captured,
Captured,
Captured,
Destroyed,
Captured,
Cap-cured,

1
1

21
700

20
3

12
2

29
6

500
1

12
2 
I
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ANNEX P

.FIFTH MARINES, FIR^y MARINE DIVISION'''f '"-' ; '•• FLEET MARI.NE. '-FORCE'. ... ••'' •%'•
'

RECORD' OP EVENTS.. Pe:riod from September i,..!?,. .to' ..ecpmber. $ t
• : ' . ' ' •- . i - -••*,'-

September 19^ ' ' ''

• 0200 ; - 5^ Marines area shelled by Japanese cruiser and two destroyers. 
Shell fire killed 2 and wounded 4 raen of ?th "Marines bivouacked in 5 th 
Marines area. 0915'- L-3-5 left on patrol to South .and West* 1015 - Patrols 
from 1^.5 left to reconnoiter area in front of ' their lines* 1120 - ti-3-5 
returniad." No contact* "A"., "B% "C" Companies* 1st Bnv sent out patrols. 
No activi-ty r'ep.ortadi 2nd Bn ordered to return, from EdSon Ridge after 
being relieved by the ?th Iviarines» ,.

September 20, 19^2 • "' " " " ^ ..'.".

Continued consolidating positions* Olfio - Colonel^ Leroy P. Hunt left 
by .plane, to return to the United States." Col. W. J* Vilhaling assumed command 
of the Regiment; Lk Col-. Reaves" from the 1st Marines assumed command of 
the 2nd Bri, Tel loving Col; V/:,' "j> "vVhalin'g-, who had temporary-command. Air., 
raid alarm at 1012 but no'planes were observed.' . .

September 2l, 19'42 . ' . ' ' ' ' '. ' .. , _'..;•-

Col» Merritt A. Edson assumed command bf the 5th Regiment on this date> 
Quiet in all sectors. A small amount of rifle and machine gun fire heard in 
hills beyond airfield but np enemy activity was reported-.

September 22> 19^2 "' .' . ' - ,: •'• -••••

•Lines extended . 1st Bn to move fbrv/ard .to ridge" in front of /present 
position - 3-5 to extend lines about 5pO yard's to the .'.'fest along beach and 
first ridgo in from beach, : 2nd Bn' in Division Reserve, ,

September'33, 1942- - . ; . . ' ' ' .'''"... "; '''.. ''.'." ' •'.- .,'.••,.-''" '.., •'.••'

,l * Two corapanieis from 2-55 left on patrol of ridges to southwest 
bf ist'Bh- poditionsv On Grass^ Kn&ll 9 enemy were sighted (one,, armed) but 
no contact; v/ati madei . . .

September ,

Advanced. OF "set up ! '---feo observe area to front Of 1st Bn. 1445 - Regi 
mental OP reported, a Japanese soldier observing, from a hill about 1500 yards 
to the southwest-, ; 1510 » Regimental OP -reported Japanese soldier observed 
on ridge about 2500 yards to southwest moving north-.

__ _ 
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Septabber 25, 1942

'•'":' ''„. 0500 - '2nd' Bn left -to contact 1st Bri-,' 7th Marines.,. -and to bring in 5 
'd^ad'-'and 25 wounded f rom that battalion. ' 145'0 -'part of the Ist.Bn, 7th, 
returned .through our lines with '26 wounded, mostly stretcher cases. All '
••evacuated by way of 5th Marines Regimental Aid Station. , (< , '• -I
'.*''. ' • •. ' '' • •' • • •. .. M!*f " " ' 
September'26,. 1942 ' '' ' . •- __.'"' • ["" '" ; '' : ; ' 1|V "J \' ; -

1625 - Raider Bn passed "through '.our*, lines and joined forces with the 
2nd'Bn, 5th under > command o)f Lt.' Gol. Puller of the ••7th; llarines, Firing in 
creased on both' sides and at .1714 Colonel JSd'son- on order of the Division 
as'sumed' .command of the combined forces. • 9 dead; a.nd'49 wounded, evacuated 
by Regimental ..Sufg'e'oh. During the night Colonel ^dson 's forces' occupied the.. 
east bank of 'the llatanik'au River. with,:,eonsiderable fire of- all kinds being 
.exchanged during the night. Remainder of 'Regiment moved defenses and were 
prepared to operate as situatiori required. An attempt to cross the Matanikau
•River proved unsuccessful by 2-5. ' • ' ' ' , .;

September 27, .1942 '..,'• -. •"' . . , ' "
. '• ' "' ' „-'' '.'• '•'".':' • ...•'••'• i '•'' " ' •••;

••1400 • --Bombed' -by •••! 8 enemy bombers. 1640 - : U.- S. .destroyer assisting 
the attack 'by" fire -an bsadh 'near Uvia'tanikau Village. Our. forces continued 
attack on enemy along -oatanikau River until, abput 1800 when all troops were 
withdrawn to their' defensive area. 1 1st and 3rd Bns continued work during 
the -nighfon -defense positions along fridge lines. . .'

• f ' • '•. • ' ' " . : • ' ' '- • ' • • ' ' . '<•
X '-'"'':-. ' . " i - •

.-September^ 2,8', --1942 • ./' ' • -' ' _;.., ' '.. ' . • -. , / •

'/•. ; "i;'! ! •'. ' ' '' '•' 
• • -''0835 - Patrol frpm,';T-5' passed Regimental OP to reconnoiter near Grassy-

Hill. Returned at 1300. Some enemy activity 1 in front of 3rd Bn',.area- during 
the -night. • 1st and 3rd Bns alerted but enemy did not attack. i •• -v , "•

. .-.'•'•' "' ' , . • •'• . ...-.' '•' '.! ''.' *v ' ' 
September 2?!, 1942 ^ '. •• - l . • .••'•'' . •/ • •'•• •" .'; i, '..•-.

> ... ' A •>... i . ,- v. -^: , , ' J , v,: • - . ,.'•;.'•'• -^- ' ' - •
... . . " . ' '• : v '/ ' • ./ ,. . -f ! .• /., ; ''.-: - <* . ; 0. <-. -.'.''-

;- ' «• ,/The day v/as_-;; s.pent i-n.-vpa^rpll^in.. 1̂ , '• :.imp;fbvih-g our .d'efenses '-and servicing 
equipment* •' •'' ' - '• " *' ' : '' *

. 
September 3P/;'1942 ; . ;'' '-V : : - ' ' V'';' -' '''.,'"'"' • ' ' "

••'"-• . V ' ' ''''! ' ' : • I - "'•'.'•••

Contact 'with enemy ~in 3rd Bn area '.after dark 29 'September. 2107 - 3rd 
Bn reported enemy activity along ta.ct.icul wire near center 'of sector, and re 
quested permission to lay down mortdr f ira -in that area, ' Request granted. 
Daylight patrols. There was no sign of the enemy' having been in any of the 
•areas for a period of at lea's t ten .days. Three dead Japs,- laborers, were 
found. .Apparently having;1 died of malnutrition. '" One of them in • the past two 
days, the-:, other -."two having died at least" ten days previous, 'One reinforced
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company , from. 3.rd Bn, .-1st Marines,-..mads -a' patrol 'toward Matanikau Village," 
.Area defended daring night. ,-;Fq'rward -'ar:6'^:'secured".by.'day light-patrols - which 
procured .some infcsrmation.-of.-•.the'.-snsiny.-• Defanses^-fpn MLR" improved. • • .. -: . : ""

. October... 1, 19.42. •... •',. ]••:.:• v- ; .v-- ; . ..... ••,;,".;;•'• '" f ", -""••':" •'•,'"•• '••'•:''•"••' :•'•'•'<. : •••.;••'••''"

The day was s.pont in' pat.rollInp;, putting in tactical wire, Batting tank
traps,,, cutting-":five paths through .the jungle and -in general'improving pui*
defenses ,.•'..'•' -' '" •

.October ''2',.,,19-42' .•••<'>.;-••:.:•••.". •'•''• ••..•',.-"'.... " "'; .' ''" '. ''•'''. '• '.. "'' '

]\ \ A patrol.'of 4 men f rom ~2.-5 un.der- Corporal Stankus left, a't 1.935.i' 1 October., 
1942,. for .Matanikau River. ' They', travelled slowiy-and.'largely through the • ; " 
brush, rswohing the rive-r before -dawn-* ^ .They..--had" no; contact vath the' enemy-;' 
no'r .v.'as..any. activity seen .beyond-the rivcr-du^ perhaps -to tiro earliness-of 
the .patroJL.. -.-.On the.-east side of the river. "Mar in-es'.' packs-war a found • they, 
had not boon disturbed • since • being ..loft .th'are. during -the "operati-bh- 'of ,26-27 
September..:., Some of our hand grenades' we're also found'and'brought• bacfe. The 
patrol,'returned at-0940. ?v/o patrols'-were- seilt" out "by L.-3-5 to locate'and 
identify one of our. plaiaea ..which-.'hadvbeen'shot dov/ri In frbnt of our line's..

October. 3, 1.9.42 , •• , ;• -'.";.',..•"-;-•-..• . •.-.'• .- • •••.•=•, '"--." :
. .-.'. * . 7" / .';".'•' ; - - • . ' ; ':•'';-••-.: -- • .... - •'•«.-

Two: four, mai?. .p.atrola-.. fwe re sent out by. 3-5 '• They .f <3urid . no' .evidence of'• ': 
recent, activity, on the'.part of. the enemy.,: -They;. Tsturned "aU ab'eut'14'00«: '''The' 
remainder of the regiment was ocoupiod -in-continuing the improvement of our 
do fences i, ..-'., ,..•'..

October 4,. 194.2- .••':•...•-:' ^ •:••:'.• ; ' ^ , . -' : :••••••"••:•'•' '
'"'-'' ..'... -'• .-•-.•'-.- ' - . -• • . •".-.,.,.;'•••'• ••'. .'. -' - '. ; '' - '' :j '••'.'.'•'

.....NQW positions . v/ere prepared .by. -1-3^5- strengthening-' 'dur u de.f en.se o'f the' '•'• 
point'.whore. our, right .f la-nk-turns, oh the beach, ; Trails V/sre .;C-ut^ v/It;h- the" ••; ; 
viev; ,o'f .moving..tho right-end of our First Battalion 'a'ji'd the left'-'-^hd bf'-piiiV 1 - 
Th^rd Battalion-line, forward.- -Additional trails wo r.e also'cut-'behind .our/-' 
First,.Battalion. . The.road along our front lines was improved. A thorough: : " 
reconnaissance; was-.madc of possible -positions' -for:;a> ,s<j;corfdary defensive :.line. 
Two patrols were' sent out, Evidence of enemy activity -along the Matanikau 
v/as found.,. There v/as one contact resulting in three enemy killed, .two 
wounded. No'• liar In a Casualties. One platoon of the Second °attalion v/as 
sent to. the, mouth-of .tha :Matanik,.aU.-..R-iveir with -trucks and. a half-track to 
salvage : abandoned ,Qq,uipmen't. - Ihey .returned a-b-out'i^Ol^ i :"4" Octoberi . \.r /'•' !'•

.-•;• . '- -' .] •;. J'.i,'.i '•••: ,!';.V ' •'-•'' :'•'•'•• '• -•""•'• •' ' : '.-' \ •• : ' : - '• ' '' : '• '' ' : '" ' ;

October 5, ,1942 / ;-..f . r .,--.- .: - ; ;. .;;,-,.' '•':,.-. -';;.':' r : • ' • 'v : '•'-.- - •• -: :. --'-;''

....,'.Work;. -,vas continued-fcon-.;our-ne/.v front line^ positionsj'.-•'Communication-'.trails'' 
and fire lanos were cut; b^ach -defenses w'era improved; a motoriz-ad patrol' 
v/ont. to. tho. east bank of the Matanikau River to Tgcover abandoned-i/iarina .
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. Corps' :goa-r;.: and three .small .patrols.;, wore operating to the front -of our., lines. 
A motorized 'patrol from Second Battalion, Fifth, made up of ono motorized

-/weapons platoon,, pluo- 'one. half —track .:(75^'0 » ill: command .of j.ua,-jor JicDougal ,.'
-.vent' out ori October l±th to- :-th<-; : .e-.»-st jb.ank of the Hatanikau Rivo.r .mouth .to sal 
vage qquipmentilof t .-thorq ^a-s. .qt : ro.s,ult.: p-f the: -Fli.f th -Regiment --and.... B.ovarith Regi- . 
ment contact. _;ther..q on September.-. 26-2f.™ •;,:., ...•-. , ; - -;•••• ••••:•;-" :•.'.'--••

^October 6, 1942: -,....- •. -•'.:•- .. ,.;•-;;;•:••. '•. .. . v ^ .•...-.• V'.:.'. 7 ,.- ...

• ... . The .day v/as .spent; -.in improving . -d/e.fenses , .patrolling, :-c,.nd- in p'reparijig - • 
for the -execution of "ijo^imnnljal Opora^u>'K .Order .;!}.- ij.2, -whieh y/as given to Unit

"Commandsr.s .on this date* - . Tho mission, -of the Fifth Regiment' lass the.- .l--sHb; Bn 
and detachfflqnt of. the 1?ipa. Co \vvas- t;.o drive the enomy f-rom-the sast 'bank, of . tho

."/atanikuu and .thoni to. feint, a.--, crossing.. IJ.oa.m-'hil'e ,. .Col, //haling with 3-2 plus 
a sniper 'detachment v/as to .secure. -the. crossing of'- the riatanikau R-i-ver on/the 
left flank of the 5th. Marines and cover the crossing of the 7th Marines. The 
5th ^arinos. are to 'cross from thair position on order,

.•OQto,bQ,r..;7.i-
., '., .-_.-: ...t _•.,,.. .^i.- ;...,:.v f , ;r; ..'.:.. :,= .. .../•...-. -.-., rj: ,,.-, .J-;..' 1 ;.-

Pu-rnishod beach .defense gu-ns to Spctor 2 f rom. v/pns Co..-' .Occupied-- -defen 
sive; position Sector. 4- with l.st'Bn-. ., Furnished- ou-tpost for Sector- 3 from 3rd 
Bn. Ret,t (less 1-5 and detachments from 3-5 and spns Co) attacked 'toward 
Ita.taiiikau Rive r <-,tt}j s-oize. position along rivor. and -assist 3-2 in attack ou 
8 Oct 1+2 toward ?.-!at..ni,kau -Village ,••• prepared to cross riv.or. on., order. Details' 
as follows.:- 0700'.- Point; .of 3^5'Ol.oared v/j,rc5,-4n- its 's-oC.tor.;. moving,, west .-toward 
.'.'Iat..niivau .along. beach pe'ad..' Goloinu, formation: 3-5 ' ('less .Co L)., K&S (-losa,. 
.d-jtuchtaonts), 2-5, ^o-d' Sec, -'.'pas Co • (less, dotachmehts ) ,. : .'Jo -:L (Hogt '1. reserve).

-X)>855'^. Slmiu. Plat., v Co, H,,- 2r5' and- H-2,-7 ordered into po'sltion forward';,of OF--'
•at oastq-raV-odgo of banana-' grovq; 1005. - -3-5 point- rocpav.ed small arm's.:-fire 
from. east of iiatanikau ••River, adY.ancOrdi attack; lllj.-8 -' 2-5 occupied position . 
along,' ' iatunikau' Rive.,r;. at junctlo-n .v/lth.. creek .oxtending --north, and east; '-1216, - ,. 
C0,.r.equ3stod .Assignment .of Amph Trac unit .to assist: in diversion; .1500 .-(about)
- Co L res.orvo rcvarted to 3-5, -1^55- - Request to D-3 for assigrun'e'nt of ;o:ns- -;" 
Co Rdr Bn as reserve, granted, Co A, Rdr Bn reported about 1700 to Cp and

• wp.ro ordered into positions as local security along beach and woods; 1750 - 
, : Tv?b--AT--mj.n'0.svsct off by Aifl-ph JraO-'in front of.'.-right of 3.-^5» .-..- .-... r ...-.-

'October '8, 19^2:. . --..'-.... ;. . • , •' '-..'--.• '• : • ' : ::..';•'• ••'••

-Furnished beach dof.oii-so guns and cravvs from v 'pn Co to Sector 2. Occupied 
def.pnsivei...3c.c.tor with 1st Bn-.and -furuishod /outpost for -Sector -3 • f roui 3 r(^ Bn. 
Rogt "1 leas' above .units, and with -units.- .-of':-;ist ; Raider ;Bn attached,.., .occupied 
.position .;-4qnj;; ; , '•(at^.n.ikciu. R-tyor;-'.;.nd'-.-uttaiiipted;. 'to/'drivq enemy- from, 'salient in 
right center along , -river, -• -Detail&.-as -• follows •-'• 6906 -'.2-5 (2 Cos), ordered -.to" 
cr,o.ss 'r.ivor ...south p,f craek; -junction,, 'contact; 3 -2, and atta-ck; north "on .-right
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of 3-2; 0910 - Co A, Raider Bn reached 'river, Cos K and ' L held up by.'enemy 
fir.ej.1001 - .nffiph Tracs disposed for local security at CP; 1006 - TCvacuation 
of casualties from 2-5 authorized via river trail; 1145 -'L-3-5 withdrawn, 
relieved by Co C, Ra-idor Bn; Raider Bn placed under command of iiajpr './alt; 
1212 -.Cos 3 and G. • stopped -by,-? '•& and rifle fire; :->vt.-. or: .; " . . •' •

October 9, 1942 ' ' . ' . ' • '

Furnished beach-.'defense guns and craws from 'Wpns Go to Sector 2, occu 
pied .defensive- sector 4 with 1st Bn, Furnished outpost.to Sector 3 from 3-5• 
..Regt'l, less -above units and with'1st Raider Bn attached, occupied holding 
position along Hatanikau;;River from mouth to orosk.:junction about. l8oO yards . 
to south, droTvo enemy f rorn salient' oast of rivor in right center assisted by 
fire attack of 3-2 on Matanikau Village Details as follows; 1800 - Co B, 
Ro.ider Bn placed in position between A and. C Co,. 1st Rdr Bn, to trap enemy

. in their position; •I830x« Fierce enemy a-ttack" on. A Co, 1st Rdr Bn, from enamy 
defensive position, .enemy repelled .throughout'night with heavy losses to both 
side's, the enemy being driven-off and destroyed; 1900 - Cos L and'. I,' prs--

'viously reorganized as one company .(.146)- and'placed in reserve, released'-to 
3-5; 2025 - Repelled enemy attack-on the right flank ('30• to 4° enemy);'2110 .- 
One sect-Ion 37ram and one half-track, covering sand bar at river mouth, artillory 
directed to fire concentrations from river-mouth to Point Cruz. Peninsula then 
to fire scheduled fires interdicting -r.o'ad .leading to west; 1155 - 2-5 alerted, 
prepared on order to iv/ithdr.av; and" cover remaindo'r of : regiment from .position 
at riyar'niouthj 175° - Raider Bn withdrovrto Luhga BivouaCi' '• - ' .

October 10, 1942 .-. ....-' ; \.--i^c; ;*.*•••? ••. '""'' •'•'• ' '."''

.....Furnished beach d.efe.n-ss guns, .and crov/s f rora.: .vrpns Co ;to Sector '2; ' Occu 
pied .defensive Sector 4-with -1st-Bn, Furnisho-d.-6utpOst-'tb Sector-3 ; f rom" 3^5• 
Regiment, le'es above units and less 3-5. v/ith 3-1 and H-2-7 attached, occupied' 
do'fensiva position along Iiiatanikau River from mouth south 1800 yards to crook 
junction. Details as follows: 1825 - 3-5 withdre;.? to Lunga bivouac relieved 
by 3-1; 19.15 - Artillery to fire harassing fire tv/ice hourly on road . loading 
to Point. Cruz; 2020.-- artillery- interdiction ordered fdr,,night; ".'2400 -';Secu 
rity detachment stationed-on beach; 1345 - 2-5 to hold position along oast 
bank..of river .astride creek and East Y/est Trail, 3-1 to hold position on 
east bank from, mouth south to 100 yards from -right flank of 2-5;. 0630 - 3-2 
units cleared to- : -ro"connoitar East Infest Trail and-Grassy Knoll; 153.0 - H&S 
and V/pris Co...returned : to .iunga-.'Bivouac-; 1700" .'-V2-5:lir'aturned' ; to'-Lu:nga ••3;ivdCt'a'c 
.relieved by 3-7;'. CO-.":3-1; .in -command -"of iiat'i.xrii']ca:u.v '^fe Ksiv'o- area'; •":

' October-ai, ' '

Furnished beach defense guns and crews' to Sector 2, occupied defensive 
Sectors.. 3 and' 4,- 2nd and 3rd 8ns reorganised and serviced equipment. Recon 

. noitered Grassy Knoll t-.nd' ^ast "'fast Trail in'that area--no nov/ information.

f"' ' I ' ' ''''



P!N3t P (CONT)

October ,12, ' 1? 4-2

. Furnished beach defense guns- to Sector- 2, Cccupi'ed defensive Sector 4 
with 1st Bri, Furnished outpost to Sector 3 from 3rd Bri,, 2nd and 3rd Bns..

- reorganized .and serviced -equipment... Details as ; :follows '. Q9°4'-- '"' fpns Co alerted
•••in beach defense'.guns'; 134.7- - 3-5. tostod .BlR«';'.,Q.70Q.. - -3-2 reconnaissance -patrol 
(r.ecnf orbed .company) -cl'earo'd- fo"r"'Gras;sy;. iKrioll, 'returned in-tho -late',.af ternoon 
vdth negative information.' ..' 1 ; . '..'/• "/-. ''• ..", ....'.. : ' . . .. '':'" : .• . - '.. - .. .

.'•October 13-' 1942 ; : •:. • - ... '.-,.-•.'".. ..- : .;,, -:.--'•

•.,.., -, '.First luiit of A-rnvy- lo-rided u.t .J.ukuni t-hi-S; morning, 'Worked'-on .defensive 
.-: .installations - tactical roaas'-und. trulls? . "" '. '. • : . •--:'. . .-' ' '"" .. '.'

At' G?i.30 on-winy.' riaxr'u.1 un; to' :.witii vt--.1.c;Lifet one bat bl•-•/ship- in it -swelled To'r . 
2 hours» ' Airport ••racoivoo. most of tho 'fire „••'•• In. t'orinittout bombing throughout 
the night--a long with fire-from enemy artillery^ Furnished 'bea.ch defonse"'guns 
to Sector "2 from^Vpiis Co, "Occupied defensive Sectors 3 ^-n.d' 4 with 1st and 
3rd Ens (Go F. attached )> 0645 - 1-5 Qrd.er.od to send out'dial ly squad patrol; 
1730..'- on.c half-track'and' 2-^7'iiiu guoas- ff/ithdyavm- f roui--oapla'cemerit covering -

- A X,--rain os; to .def'-iladed position in rear e'f G6..-tC as part of reserve,- -3ne:-iy 
.plane-s'bombed- at,.,1145 'Xjici at '13>30.'-' Re-suits ii6t].lci'iovmo .".'•'..'''•.. '' ~

October 1.5, 19.42 ,-: \ •' ,,-; "-:'•:''•' '•' •.,'" . - '' . • ; , -'-•':•-.-

;- 'Pr:eparation .on/defense lines continued throughout the day. - 2nd 'and 3rd 
'.'Bns Qccupl.-d -front -line 1 position which, .they'had previously prepared. ^Ene.rny 
..planes bombed at. 1250 with rp'su'liis unknowi. , [Cnemy artillery firad. spasraqdi^. 
calLy throiighout "tho day and f'ire v/as. returned by our batteries.

.. October • l6, 1942 .-•••• • ' . - ' - - • •

•' • "- Fu-rnished beach .defense guns to Sector 2 tactically : as-siguod to Fionebr
Bn c Occupied defonslv.e Sector 3' v/a.th-3^5 (Go. G ..attached') and -Cector..^ ..less.

"" left half v/ith '2-5'« " Continued work' on" forward dsfeiv'siye line., ' '...'' ''

October 1.7, -1.9.42

Occupied defensive: Sector 5 v/ith 2nd and 3rd Bn (Go C attached), Fur- 
.'niahed be.~oh defense guns to -Sector 1.. P.atroll'ed in . front of left.Bn. (2nd) 
to _"southv;ost\ ' ; .'.' :.-..- "• . . ';'.•,.. •- '••...'•'.•.• .'• : •''.-- . - ••

'October 18,- 1942' .'.' .'.... ' ' . •' "' ..' .' " ; '-V- '.'. "_'''- " ' ,, .>' '.': . .-. 
'...';.•:.- ;. ; • • : ' . • • • • ": .• /•",.•••;•• ' ' •

Occupied defensive sector 5 with-2nd and "3rd- (Go G attached,) 3ns, Pur- 
nished beach dofonso guns and crews to sector I from V/pns Co.



ANNEX > (COtfT)

October 19, 1942

"Occupied defensive sector 5 with 2nd and 3rd (Co C . attached) Bns,. Pur---' 
'-jni'shed beach defense guns'and. qrcv/s to sector 1-from r'Vpns''C(p.

October 20, -1942 : , -.-.':.''. '" . . . .': ;' '' ;

Occupied defensive 'sector 5. with 2nd and 3rd (Go C attached) Bns. Fur 
nished beach d'e'fence.guns and-crows to defensive sector 1. Continued work on - 
defensive installations. Patrol from 3-5 to draws south of coconut grove west 
'of 3-5 mines. , Had no Contact with the enemy but discovered ?/hat appeared to 
h'ave 'been an OP with a commanding viev; of the-boach road... OP did' not appear 
to. have been used recently.. At 1930 .'art^enomy plane dropped fragmentation, 
'bombs. ..-Results unknown. '' ,. . '•'•'•• ' .'". '

October 21'., '1.94,2. ,\ .' ,.% ; . •«. ' • .: ' v • ' •'.-'' ' :< >' '•'-' '

Occupied*."defensive s-ector 5,.,with-,'2rtd 'and 3rd (Co C attached) Bns. Fur 
nished be^ch defense 'guns and Vfev/s to d-j'f Jiisive sector 1. Continued work 
on def eriai.v*' installations.

October. 22, 1942, • '' - •'• ' : '

Occupied def enqive-.sector' 5 ;,wi^>} 2nd arid 3rd (Go C -attached-) Bns. Fur-
.riished b,.jach-^efe'ns^'gUfts.'&rtl''cTev;s to defensive sector 1, Continued work
on defensive -i'SiBVallations. '. ' ' '

October 23, 1942 ' • ' -- .,»'-'•<•'. "•"• ' ; • V: - '•''.•;'*'" : '- . : -' •'' ^* ; :'."i -.•-'•'•• ''
Occupied-defensive s»3<5t6r*5 with 2n<i arffl 'Jrd '(Co C-'attached) Bns. Fur- 

.-hi shod beach -defense guns and 'c'rews .to dsferT'sivo sector 1. Continued work 
oh defon.sive fcinfe-t'allations-. . rto's*orve: Co A, 1st. Tk Bn; .pns Go - 5 (las-s dets); 
1st Bn (less Ctf'tl). Do'tails: Tv/o patrols from 2-5 patrolled to south in left 
of sector along 3ast V/ost Trail and Grassy Knoll. Information negative. 
_3nemy tanks attempted to.cross, the Jiatan-rkau River." -10- v/srd destroyed/' 'Con 
siderable, enemy activity -v/a-s obsen/ed near: our'''OP LR along-thn Hatanikdu River. ' 
Koavy artnierv fire v/as .laid down.- .;. ' ' '.' r<. i

.. ... ••.;' ; *i. '"' •-."'* ° «.^ ! ' '•''••"" ' , , { ' ! " ' ' : '- 
Ofrttober 21^ -i9'42 '•:;.;.? '' ' "• ~': "

" *. •' * 1. »' * '* ' . ' ' *'" Occupiv'd^.d^fijnsive sector 5; furnished beach defense guns to sector 1. 
One platbon Co 3<manned lista-ning pos-t along-beach .to -rear of 3-1 from flask
to davm.;, . • . . . v?~, :-' '• -.:.•'"••. '• '• .- ; - .\ '' "' ' .,. '

-*-k)J '<j*"1- '"'•. ' ,'[v- i'J ' "'» • "•'•',!•' -'•"''.
October 25, >9;

Occa.p..ie'd.,'49fdn'siY.e ^^^ct&r*^'; "fu|rniiS.hdd be-ich defense.'guns to sector 1. 
Rese'rvos: 'Gq 3 ^M^o'ttj-*Co -A, 1st 'Tk^ Bn,». v^ns 'Co (loss dets). Details:
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Patr'olle.d in left of aaetor .(threo. plat»«ihs) from 2-5 to East West Trail, 
Patrolled right of se«tor: ;f, d?aws and ridges .for 1500 :;yards.t/.l 1^1 - 2-5 .sent 
four man patrol to .contact : ,piatoon£<v£rpl |n its front, l&is patrol firmed 
upon by small group of anony, 1220 <£ One half- of 'one platoon patrol from 
2-5, returned, having made contact witfc enomyi sufforod ano killed, ono missing, 
patrol separated » Other 9 returned later in day,

October 26 &i942. .'..•- \ " "--.--..,• •; ••- . - -..• • ' "• ""••• .•;,.

" Furnished' boach defense guns. and e.rows .from •' <fpns .Ce .to .sector. 1; .occupied. 
.defensive .sector .5, Pfrnlshod beach'4ofcnso. from 3-1 *s rear 37.mm to .front of 
tank barrier, on Matanika^ River road, 1615 » Qorab^t patr.ol G»2-5 .rpturnod^ 

patrolled tho foot of Grassy Knoll-; sijaying in ambush position during''

October.. 27,: 19^2. ' . ^

Furnished beach defqnso MG 's crows f ram. Wpns Co to sector 1, occupied 
defense soctot 5 with 3rd i Bnj. 1037.- Throe » quads rQConnoi.tercd, patrols to 
E-'f Trail- left from 2»5, roWrnod at Idl0t 1125 « M Co 1W crow killed, one 
enomy in front of K Co which had boon hit by m«rta* and fov; rounds,

* •

October 28, 19^2 . ..

Occupied defensive sector 5» 'Putnishid beakh dafenso ©ins .and crews to 
sector 1»;. Re coiinoitorod. front, with 4 nan patrols ra»rn|ng' and. afternoon,, infor 
mation negative. ,. . . • ' ' •

October 2?, I? '42 . . ' . . .

Prom 1800 to 0815 occupied defensive softor-5f furnished beach .defense 
.guns and .crews .to defensive .sector 1,\ 1655. ~ I«|3*l focotvod orders to cross 
the Matanikau on the night of.-the-,'3;lst and covor north bridging and .crossing 
of 1-5 .at : 0630,' At .1707« 2-5 ordered .to cross Matanikau, "'«n the. night of the 
3.1st to cover, south bridging.. and own crossing at 0630 with one .platoon on wost 
bank, of Hatanikau. 17pC\ - Artillerj' Tired .on request to wost of 'riyar 'about 
600 yards .south ..of mouth. ' ' • '• • '" - ' ' '. " '••••' : "

_Rogiincnt' rna^o preparation's for following days offensive*; PoUr (friondly 
destroy ors 'and-'l >ruiser"f 'frod on "ene'ay. pos'itions near the village "'of Sok'umbona. 
about 0700 v. •. n̂G P^'-soner (workman)' captured by Hq-2-5 on tho East Yfest Trail. 
Air raid al.ara soundo^ af 1515 but no enemy pianos appeared. ' '

October 31. 1942 , ; ' ' . ' " . k . .

Regiment moved up to east bank of Matanikau, bivouacked and prepared to
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move. out., on offonsivo'.thj>: ;f;ol lowing, .'morning.-, . Enemy, artillery''"fire fell-in 
^phs Co.- 5"th 'bivouac"'arc a.<. whi'.ch w.s.s, abcf,ut. 5.00; yards , east: of.mouth, of Ivlata- 
riikau, throughout, the night. . ..... '••.:„• ~ '•' ','"'. '.. •* ".. . ... •

.'•Noveinbbr; 1, 1942 '' '' '"'. .-, .. , : . •; :'.'•'" ' ' ' ' ' ,...'. ..'

. * -At 0200, one pla'tboh from" H-2-5> under L, Bab'ashanian, reinforced with
a' section of machine guns crossed Matanikau River in rubber boats .ajad covered 

^crossing q£ 2-5 which took place at 0630, Crossing^.complottd'.'-^ O'TOO with 
'.'2-5 on left and 1-5 on right. 3-5 cro.ssed at'-0'o^p".'i> oUov/ing 2-3 a.dvanee. 4

regiraorital'fVont advjtncid lo "0-1 r-sat^ap^roxima-tely• 2-51. on lef.tr.sector of.regim 
.•"1000 with yory little opposition and..,was v; theri."ordered.-by; ifogi'rifent.-'to take

..... * • _ -_' . . 1 .i. ft _ . _ f\ * _j_ 1 —^^ ^>. f-\ r" 1_..j._ _.._j-._'j_'-._"j_i. T r" _j_ i i_^> .. j_ j _ _ -m_•. • up*as"ss.ult--..flrom 0 -i a^ ,1<23P:. . . 2-5 ld.st.H2ontact v/itli 1*5 a.t this time.. • ; .- They 
i. •-'•! tiion prp.GeGdcd"*to- 0-2 va't ~ll±!j£> with'out, encountering, any .enemy epposit^p.!.!-. v/her 

. ? ;-I"they.' bljs.rj.. outlined' a"defiai!isive': plan far the uig-ht,''. l-5.» however i ran into 
>».<; heavy o.nemy opposition.. . (At.. Oo^O,. 1-5- .crossed -jvlatanikau .in right half of. 
r.vVf'G'g-in^ntal zone, 'by means.- o<f .'fob't' 1 bridge constructed ' by engineers during pre-

. i . i . No opposition, encountered until about- 0830, when within 800 
yards"of " O.-l. Right company (A) aucceeded in overcoming opposition,. ajidr- -reach- . 
ing 0-l....^y .1000. Left corapany (C) mot stiffer opposition,,; suf'f or ed h.e-av-y 
ccasuai'tlbs ,' including thr-eo* off ic'ers 1 .and was stopped, about 250 yards,'. short 
of 0-1.. Es serve. Company . (.B^ 1 committed .about' 1000 'on .right flank of .0. The
•StbA-ck mqvod on, rreac'hing.; $»l."about. 1130.. ' 1 "'he.h attack on 0-2 was commenced
•jaM?; I23^.i ...1-5 'vPis tunable to. .•ad^vciiico' in loft of its zone,. Right company ad- 
.'vaft'ceki 80D, yards'-' beyond 0-1 but withdrew upon finding themselves isolated* 
Left companies continued to suffer heavy casualties and were unable" t.to ^advance ,. 
Late in th.Q Af.t&rnoon, 1-5V with L-3-5 attached, took up defensive p'0's'.i.tjion
along:";'0-l 'for the night's halt. .... ... '" .. '- .'•.•'" '*':',. :.•.'• - ""' ' •' ' '• .......'.'t

- ' ... -_•!),,••

Hoyombcir'2, ], 9.''";<; - -'--'- * i -"- ^.---- .-' ;,-" '.-' '- ;i ':/. ,.-•
-. between ,0,^-1 ;ji.nd, 0-2. placed

,Sci'zc'd 0-^.»*. Cl'eared

halted.- 2'r5- attuokihg to .nor-thi .-0830' - 2nd Marines authorized- -to pass -through 
5th to west... , 0.845 - G25 '.Raptured 4 Jap 37 type, .guris -and ono prisono-r, 0936 -
Rr

•to
0.-2," 'I'lj;; ,-'. Co6 I and 'K : tQ.,-v;lt,hd'r'o^ to east bank of Matanikau.. 1240 ••- 1-164 
pass.ed f.'r.o'Vgh.- L-3-5 movini..; v/ost. 1241 - Captured heavy v.'ca-pons .'damolished-, 
1305 -' 2-5 to- occupy defensive position south and"west .of Regt'1 OP. 150C •- 
VJpns GF'established jouth of road and'v/est of base ,of Point Cruk. : 1.54-1 '•• 

,••3-5 to^furnish - security detachment Matanikau River bridges. 1550 - 1-1&4 
* *••- ."•-... '.•-. : ••!'...^^ ; -, •: •> \ . •* ' _.. ^.



. . , .
Ap.SX P.. (C'ONT) ;"; ; ; ,...••"" :.:'••'• '

. " , -.?••'•'.;; ; . . -' ,,• '.yr .,.- . •• ** i' .''.'•'' ' " 'i
ordered to .0-2. 2-5 to,place r.esefrva <joiri£&,ny' In...evacuated, po'si-fiioni . l62o - 
3-37mms ordered to 1-5 on Tenaru, 17JJ.5'*• 3*5 -.to. dispose one rif la cctmpany •• 
reinforced at G Btry; one, covering" riv.er: rio'uth and ,6ne o-otfering'-r'iver cross 
ings. During day 's ope ratipn.s £ap-t. Keith' with Q-2-5 and:fivo enlisted men 
of 2-5 were.fatally injured.. Seven,, other', .evacuated. ; -3-5 suffered heavy
•casualties,' •.. ". '•'- ,. ..-.. / -.'\- • •'•'/•'i r'.'''. ••• '•;:'• ':'" •' ' ' ' ''•••

.November 3 r 19^5 •• =.' : ;' '. '.' .../-. . •' ., •

Withdraw 2-5 and Wpns -Co, from "west of Matanikau to defensive position 
a-l'ong Tonaru Rivor, Moved.CP', forward and rear echelons., to sector 2', 3-5 
remained;., in- defense e-t^Mdianikau, pc.3.sed .to .Division control i , Details: 
05'47 - 2-^5( . moving to fonarii'.defensive sotetor ;fol lowed by jWpns and H&S t One 
half-track- assigned to 1-5 IQ ($.-'• sub- sec tor. One. plat 37mms assigned to ..1-5 
arid one :to. .2-5. .Before title' 2nd Bn withdrew--they had.disposed' of 167"of.'.'the,

••enemy" including 17 officers of. which one was a : colonel. 9-3.7nini' giins were 
captured,' 300 rounds of 4.5, .'P-'^^nition 'sAfd. ^QO rounds of 70mm ammunition" and34 M Guns, ' '''••'•'';' : _ '.;'-.•'••••••" ' • ; *: •„.',-.,..

Novombor'4« 1942. . •-' '.:'••[ .., • : ^'-,.- : • .' . : : - ' -. . . ••..'•

Occupied defensive"-'sector .2 with. 1st arid'2nd Bna. .3rd Bn in dofonsive 
position on Matanikau. Contt.nu,od .moving 'CP£ to soctor. .2 frprii 5». Patrolled 
1000 yards to east*' soutHb'ast, and sowthi' Information nogatiyo. Inspected . 
and repaired wire in new.positions. ..." • '' ,"•'•' ', • :/

November 5, '1942 : '" ': , '. '-. .. ...''• ':

Occupiod dpfansive soctor '2..with l.st an'd 2nd Bns", 3fd-.-Bn-in Division; 
control. The .arqa of patrol responsibility of the 5th-.and 7th Harine-s. was. 
agrtioti upon a.s..the lind running north;and south through.MI£ limiting point. 
3rd Bn patroilod..:along'Sas :t West...Trail'oast of the Matanikau to the high 
ridges on tHe wost^-: 'Aramunition and equipment loft in a.bivouac'area in this ; 
vicinity -was found and a party was sent out to-bring it .in. Two patrols 
from 2-5. were sent to the East Vfest.TrSi'l to. their, front. The • information .. 
gained was negative^ > . '\ . ..-.,.,•-. • •'•:, ••-•••''<•'•'••'''• ;' 

... '' .'• ;< .' "V'-:-* ' .. • ;• . -,..'•• '";'''''.-.,. u .'. j.-i. •• --= T- ''.'•• .' 
November" 6, '19-42'; • •/ ; '''..'....,'. •-••• = :.:•''*.'••"" ."--/.. '•• .••-.;•

Occupied defensive soctor 2 v/ith 1st and 2nd Bns.. 3rd Bn under-'Division 
control. ' 4-37'iE and 8 cal 50 IvIGs .assigned';.-to each. 1st and 2nd Bn, one half 
track to let Bn, one half-track to 3-5 and one, to 2nd Marines. 1-5 sent 
reconnaissance patrol 1500 yards to mag as 100°, negative. 0820 - 2-5 sent 
oho rifle jlat v.dth one light MG section attached to roconnoiter to Melambu 
River on mag az 135°«'" Ndga-tive report* Pres.cribo-d .boundary between Bns for 
patrol responsibility', 2-5 had 2 patrols in :frrb'nt .of- their position to HT/T 
trail T Discovered 40 fresh Japanoso tracks headed in westerly direction.
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,. , •• . . A.WCX P' (CQNI) . '. ''•.". '.''.•' ,' •''..«" ,
-•*;•., I . . " i ... •' i ' '-'.•.

November 7, 1942 ' ' '• ' "' '' ' ' ' ''•.'••• ••' ; /••-..
v :•,•''''.-',.. _•• . '• ,. ^ ' '.:-•'••.;- •!••>;• •;•'. ••••.'•.-. ••;•• ,..'.•:,,

•Occupied defensive sector' 2; .with 1st and' 2nd ;BrisV: " 3rd Bh undor .Division' 
control*; 1-5 patrolled' beach' from' '"Tonaru to 'Ilu H'ivb'r at' night.'' ' 2-5; patrolled 
south : to EW Trail and along Trail and 1. 5 1500 ya'rds In its right -front/ ".''''" 
Information 'ncgutivo. ' Re'ceiving ordors to 'outpost site of b^idgp bons'tru'Ction 
cJcroas. Tenarii bogiiinihg morning of 9 Nov. Reserve First Pla't, }i$ns Go. Gen-
era! alert at 2000 for naVal gun; firb as oleveft enemy warships wore.reported 
150 miles, out holding this way }• however, our aviation tu'mod back. thj.s throat. '

November 8, 1942' • •' ••• '"• ' ..-,..-., . , .„•• .—„.,.. ..

Occupied/dd'fensivb sector 2 with 1st and 2nd Bns. 3rd Bn under Division 
c.ontrbl. Half-track (organic) from Matanikau' revar'ted to Regt'l 'control and" 
a'ttachbd'. to-lO^,'-other h.ai'f-tracks reverted" to own'organizations. ; 2.737mm a. '• 
f'rpra llfpns-. Co rbvbrted" ; tV rbsbrvo.' from 1-5 sub-aec'tbr. Reserve 1st. Plat Wj?ns, 
Co'(4-37,mms andj^ eal-50 MOs). Patroliod boafth during darkness from Tenaru 
to Ilu RiveVs. .''R"pcohrio,itored to'oast, southeast and south o'F frontfrinforma- 
tiori nogati.vb. •' • , .." : 'i. r-"- ''~. • __ : ,; ' . ' . '"'•••': • ' ">.'.';''• • '•• • • •• '.-. -•.'.' - • *--'•

Wbyembor-9,
M

. ' ) -' ,, j i' l > ' ,
— .r^- Oecupiod defonsitfo.i.soctor .2 with .Is't 'ahd 2nd Shs« : 3Td B'n 

sorvb. ?. Patrol lod' to" south, southeast. ."and oast /of .d'pfohsive' 'sectpr» y ;J^orni 
tipn nog'o.'tiy0,.f| .'Patr®llod"idU'ring hours of darkness. from'- the 'feh^ru i'^bbj .iiu'-r 
Slvo'rs 'along -bbach.' " Information 'riogativo.'; Outpostod 'site* of bridgb,cpn5tr.uo- 
tion 'a.cross Tffin^ru 'River. .'Ihstallod tactical v/i're at 'butpost'to 'include out- 
post in dofonsiyiS'. sector. : ' '•• : " . ' ' " '

: ' t , "-" " ,\ '• '

Npvembor '10., 1942. '-.„.. : ' -". '.--.• ?, .• '..{ ..t . • -K ' • .;.'. . -. -t- ,

fj-' Oocupiod-d-ofonsi.YQ v soctor.-2 with 1st ond-;2nd ,Brns, ' 3rd J6n in 
rosbryp'

a* y
noitorod; to.., south',1" sb'u-th oast .and or/4'i of 'p'osi'.^otf id-it ring'-1 hours pf' daylight,"' ' ''"'"'' 
Patrollod from tho Ton'atfu'to Ilu: Hi^drs'albn^ the-' bo'a^h-durihg-'the ^cAirs' of\ 
darkno'ss. Inforraa'tiori from all-1 patrols' negatiVo oxrfopt to" r southo'aet %hore' ' 
two-day old tracks of about 8 men hoadod in a wostorly direction on the E-'.".1 
trail wero, die covered1 , ' TJoday .v/as .tho 16 7-th birthday of tho U, S. JiarsLno Corps.

November 11,

r-:--.Occupied dofonsive sactor 2 with 1st and 2nd--Bns, 3rd Bn bivouacked • . 
noar-Rogt'1 :GP and remained in Div Ros. Reconnoitorod to south, southeast 
and. east'during, the hours of daylight. Information negn.tive. . Patrollod from 
the Tcn^ru.'.R'ivor to' tho Ilu River along tho beach during the hours of c3 -—'- 
ness. Information negative. : -' ' : -- '••••'••'' ' j •••'< '•'.' .• : y''-

dark-r.
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Novorabor 12, 1942

- Qc-'cupicd defensive. sector 2 with 1st and -2rid'Bns; 3rd''Bn in Division *• • . . - - * . • • • • • , . . • •< - - •
reserve... . • . •• • : ..' -.-.•., " . , : • '•'••••,.. , .•• 

November 13, 1942 :. r -.-. ; .// -v.- . • >:•" .. • ' . " •' : 1:

Occupiod defensive sector 2 with 1st and 2nd Bns. -3rd Bn in Division •
•. reserve bivouacked no?.r R-GP. 1st Bn b'ogan organising RRL facing west.

\ November 14 , 1942 • ' " - . . -.-.-•..• • "'.'...

••' ®c.cupi'o& dGfensivo'.'.s0cto.r 2 with let and- 2nd.-Bn's. ; 3rd Bn in. Division '
• r,o serve '•. 1st Bn -continued organization of 'RRL' facinp, east 'and 3rd , continued 
.•Organization 'of RRL 'fusing rior.^li (beaoh)^ be-twedn ,-Liunga and Tsnavu Riye^irjSe 
Roconnoitered to T5, SE and S i.n front -of right (2nd),'Bn. ' rRoc.onnaissanco 

. p"-atrol , . one officer, 20 nign, .and TB"" from' '2-5 authorized at 0600 to resume
• southerly -move' on 'second day : of four day patrol from- (82.0-194-5).

t ' . . 
; 15,' 1942 ' • «» . .

^t) 1- 

Novemfcor- i&, 1942 C ' ' .' - . ' • •

• Occupied'defensive sector 2 v/ith 1st and 2nd Bns, 3rd Bn in Division

•to 1--11- survey par'ty*' at.09l5i; leaving ,OP 6-to'-truil'SE ;as' fa-r .i.s. barnod oxff 
rid-^e,-- RoserVe:'-,'l'st Plat.,. Wpus? Co (4r3'7rarAy 4-5° 'cair IvIGs) . 2-5.'off ice.rs ,.nd 
goni-t)r HCO's witnessed bridgo buildiaiKA do'fcionstratibh bv''Pioiioers., ....•-..».'• : a i '-1 - • " • v • • -• .

•' ; CA-.-'«' • • •'-'.'. , - ;-.»:..••, .-. - • - : '»• ••
November'!?, 1942 •• . ~

reserve 
continue'd
to. S, 3:E 'and S ; '-negative information. - ' ':•• '-•' • :'•. v • > •'•'•-.'•'. • '•;•••' • ' -'••• ' .. •••:»•• ••••• /--I-. •••»
November'18, 19'42" • -. . - ';.- -V- ^'- •'••>'''' ' ' •. . ..

Occupied- dofeua-i '-TO ivsector ,,2. v/ith !l<s.tfarid":2iid'.=Bns. 3rd'Bh in'- Div 
or-vo, 3rd Bh bontinucd; .p.r^p.ariiig. RR.C< facing--:,north (boach) and 1st 

continued prep^^^np; RR-L facing oast along Alligator Creek." 
If- '•-'•-.

AHK33T ? (12)
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November 19', 1942

Occupied defensive se.ctor. 2 with 1st'.and, 2nd..Ens, 3rd, Bn 'in Division 
reserve. Ist.Bn continued.. pro/paring RRL. facing .'east along.,AlligatQ;r Creek. . , 
Shifted Boundary'of patrol responsibility between Bns'to .north. Reconnoitered 
to east. 1000 yards past Red BeachjL .information negative. "Other'patrols recon.- 
npitored to S*T and 3; information" jriegative,. •. ' . '

-, , '..• • , . •;- • . ..»

November. 20,'; 1942 .. . i ' ]. - ...... ..... . ....

Occupied defensive sector '2 with 1st and.2nd.Bns. 3rd Bn in Division 
res.erve. 1st Bn continued preparing RRL facing east along Alligator Creek. 
Shifted, right boundary to enable 1.-7 to take position on MLR. Reconnoitered . 
•to Ef'.S'S and S; information negative. Patrolled beach during "the hours of 
darkness frpni Jeiiaru to Ilu River; information negative..

• .•,.. I . - • , ;

November 21, 1942 .,-'..' ... ' , , ' '•.'•:,"..

'Occupied defensive sector 2 with 1st and^2nd Bns, 3rd Bn in;pivision 
reserve, Reconnoitered to E, SE-and Sj reports negative. Patrolled along 
the baach from 'the Tenaru to I'lu Rivors during the hours of darkness; report 
negative. Outposted bridge site in 1-5 area.during daylight hours.

November 22, 1942 ..' • -. .•-.'.••-• ; ' .... .'•'••."'••' ' .-

Occupied defensive se.ctor 2 with list and 2nd Bns1 . 3rd Bn in Division 
reserve. ' 1st Bn continued preparing RRL facing east along Alligator Greek. 
Outposted. bridge site' in 1-5 area .during the hours of daylight*. Reconnoitered

. to S, SE and E; . reports;.negative, .. • .... . . . .....

November 23, 1942- ... . ,'. .. ,• . • ' .., ' .. ..'.,.•

.. ..' Occupied defensive, sector 2 yiith'/ist and 2nd Bni. 3r& Bri in Division., 
reserve (less K-3-5)- 1st, Bn. continued...preparing RRL' facing'eagt along 
Alligator-Creek, Outposted bridge sito'in 1-5 area during the hour's,.'of day- 
lighti 1600 - K-3-5 attached to 2-5. 2-5 ordered to outpost fighter strip No, 3', ' '

.•• ••••• \ .••-•: •

November 24, 1942 ' . .'.....;...'

Occupied defensive sector. 2 with 1st'arid 2nd'Bns» '3rd Bn ,in Division 
reserve, 1st Bn continued preparing RRL facing east in Alligator Creek, Re 
connoitered to S, S3 and S;. reports negative. Patrolled along the beach from 
the Tena'ru'to Ilu-Rivers during the hours of darkness; reports negative. Out-, 
posted bridge site in 1-5 area'during the' hours of daylight. 1915 - K-3-5 
reverted to 3-5 •' Order to outpost fighter strip revoked. 1435 - Received 

porder..to relieve 2-5 with 2-7 tomorrow, ' • • .

ANiJSX P (13)



November 25, 1942 ' ." '."' ..''"' '• : -.-." .'.'- ' .-, •'' .'•'.' ' '..•:. •• ., • ,

Occupied, lef t sub. sec tor' of defensive sector 2 with 1st Bni '5th-;. 2nd • 
Bn relieved by 2-7 and completed move at.. 16QO .to. bivouac 'arca. -Roconnpitered 
to E and SS: reports negative. Patrolled along the boach from-the Teno.ru 
to Il'u River during the hours of darkness; report negative,

Novoijibor 26, 1942 ..-.'..-..'

„ -Bivouacked in. Division Reserve. Furnished -working.' parties.. ' 1SOO - \. 
Division Ro.sorvo' ordered, to maintain 'one Bn alerted, for -tactical' em'ployinont 
.- 2-5 alcrtocU 1630 -• i»5, (loss 3rd Plat', -Co D) •relioved-. by 1-8 In'north 
subsoctor pf dyjfensivc- sector 2, 1--5 outposted Ton^ru bridge site until 
relieved, by:]-8, Patrolled from Tenaru to Ilu Rivers during darkness; reports 
negative. Maintained OP on boach at mouth of Alligator Crook. ' Air raid at 
0330; Report -no damag'e. . • - ~

November 27, 1942 .. - '•'';'. . ' • •' _ . '' • -. '', '

Bivouaoked in Division Rssarvo (loss 3rd Plat, D Co). Furnished work 
ing details.- 2-5 .maintained alert for tactical employment from 1800 to 0600 
and 3-5 from 0600 to 1800. Air raid at 0330, Report no damage.'

' . . . .. • . . •;.': ' .'•!'•. - • : • • '' 
November 28,' 1942. '• . ; '• . . - ,

i •

Bivouacked-in.Division Reserve, " 3rd Plat, .Co D. relieved at l600,-28 - - 
Nov 42, n.nd revertod to 3rd Bn.' "forking details. 3-5 c-.lortod for tactical 
employment from .1800 to 0500;-' 2-5 alerted from 0500 to 1800. ^ir raid at 
0330... Report no damage. . .

Noveabar 29, 1942. . . •. '•.'•' " ' - • •'•-..

Bivouackod in Division Reserve.' Furnished v/orkihg, details . '2-5' alerted > 
for tactical employment from 1800 to 0500. 1-5 alerted* from 0500. to 4800, ' 
3-5:'jl-crted:. for -tactical employment, motorized, from 1800 this date to 0600, 
1 Doc 42. Air raid at 0330. Report no damage.

Koycr.ib:c-r 30, ,1942.. ',' " , -.'•'..

^.Bivouacked- in Division Rcjsc-rve, '• Furnished'\vorking details'.' 3-5' alerted' 
-for tactical cr.iployraent from ],800. t.o'1300 (motorized from 1830 .to 0600), 
1650 - 1-5 ordered''alerted from 1800 this do.to to 180Q 2 Dec 42. Air .raid • 
at 0330. Report no damage-, '

December 1, 1?';.2 " . '

kcd in Division Reserve^.-' fu'rnish'ed v/orking details.'' 1-5 alerted

ANNEX F (14)



• , ANNEX P (COST) •&;,... ._;*

for tactical employment from 1800 to 1800 (motorized from 1800 to 0600).- 
171Q - 2-5 ordered alerted for tactical employment from 1800 this date to 
1800 3 Dec 42.. Shortly past mid-night there was a naval engagement in the 
harbor and' shells fell in the 2-5 area.. At 0400 had an air raid alarm but 

/ no bombs were'dropped. , ' ,

December 2, 1942

Bivouacked in Division Reserve, Furnished working details. •. 2-5 alerted 
for tactical employment from 1800 to 1800 -(motorized from 1800 to 0600), • 
1640 - 3-5 ordered alert from 1800 this date to 1800.4-Doc 42> .

December '; ;.

Bivouacked in Division Reserve. Furnished working details. 3-5 alerted 
for tacticr.!'employment from 1800 to 1800 (motorized from 1800 to O&OO). 1-5 
ordered alerted from 1800 this date to 1800 5 Dec 42.

December 4, ,1942 ..... -

Bivouacked in Division Reserve. Furnished working details. 1-5 alerted, 
for tactical employment from. 1800 to T800 (motorized\from 1800 to 0600), •• 
1730 - 2-5 ordered alerted from 1800 this date to 1800.6 Dec 42. 0130 - 
Air raid alarm sounded but no signs of enemy aviation.

December 5i- 1942- ' ' > - :

Bivouacked in Division Reserve* Furnished v/orking detail's* 2-5 alerted 
from 1800 to 1800. 1730 - 1-5 ordered'alerted from 1800 this; date to'1800 
7' Dec 42. (i'iotorized_ £rciu £.pproxir.iatoly..2130. to daylight.)^..;'.* - ',..

December 6, 1942

Bivouacked in. Division Reserve. Furnished working details, 1-5 alorte'd 
from 1800 to 1800 (motorized from 2130 to 0600), 1640 -.3-5 alerted from 
1800 this date to 1800 8 Dec 42. . l2-81mni mortars returned .by 1st Marines to 
this regimontt •

December 7, 1942'

' •. Bivonacksd in Division Reserve. - 3-5 j-fel^rted' for tactical 'employment •' ; 
from ISO'0 to '1830 (motorized" from ' 2130; to daylight), •'Organization equipment' 
moved to assigned embarkation'beache.g'.at- 3 Lunga Lagoon area. .At 1045 &i r 
raid -alarm but no enemy planes.

Convoy in the harbor at datm. "By 1300 practically all equipment was

- - ••^-/ ANNEX 'P (15)



ANNEX 'P (GONT)

put on beaches designated to units. Regiment with attached units expects to 
move but tomorrow morning.. . >.•••• f

De-center 9, 19^2 •.•.*••

Reveille at 0300 and. chow at 0400,- At daybreak all units started vrork- 
Jiri-g on the beach, Gear was loaded on. 1- b oard ? ships a'nd all "troops- were embarked. 

V 'at 120-0 c . Air raid warning received at lijJG." Left Cactus at 1430 for an un- 
. 'disclosed port, -Another air -raid, warning it 1:53'0 but no enemy aviation ap- 

; poared. 'I'-falaria treatment opraraonced, ' ;

• -Decombor 10, 1942 . . , - .-.•.. '^-- ••,'•..•, . ' .•
i V ••- . ,

• - * '
- . N:\vy o.i:ricuj.icod to t-roopj tn.u.-t ouv -jdoj'Uiirrx'bion -.was Brisb-an'o_, Australia.

~~ -4'.* *" Lr » D »

.-•- .Major, U.S.ivi.C.



AHHEX Q, (COKT) ' •*••.'•" -

AVIATION 
.-PHASE 7 • . : > .

Listed below is-a summary, of air a.ct'iviti'es during 
Phase V. = . . ' '• : . - :.- ;.-.-•• .- "•••.-••' .' : : : :/-..' ! ' •:.- •• ','•
ft,.-; . '

19 Sept. 1942 - Strafing-enemy position northwest Guadalcanal by
. ._'3 .P-400S. ,: :...-v ' .. ;. •- .; V: . v: ".;"'• . : . •; " ' ' ' ;

20 Sept. 19'42 .-'.Attack by .10 SBDs -on /enemy, 'cruiser.,' Damage un- 
•• • , •" known. : . . - •' '

' ' »

21 Sept, 1942 - P-400s bombed and -strafed •Xoi.lotu'maria', '"••. Rekata • - 
':' Bay installations bombed_and-'Strafed' by" -2 SBDs. 

. Cri.,,0 Bay. ap eared-.ab~sind.oned;: ' Three.-- SBDs' on night
patrol bo-mbed des.troj^ers-' off' Esp"erahce.,' : no hits, 

..-flares used. • -,.;..:.--• ... ..•••" '.•.'.'-'•:•' ••':••'

22 Septv 1942.- Yisale area, bombed-and strafed-throughout day.
- . .'i Effective ..planes;,30 ••P4Jt 4si/; 22S3Ds,:.,?'TBFs, 5P-400s,

23 Sept, 1942 - Continued s.tuafing from Tas:sa.farc5nga to Sapuru.

24 Sept, 1942 - 'One 'biplane- shot- dpwji by B-l? -at ;R'ekata Bay t
, _ • • ."} \" - .-'''-'•'.•'''"•

25 Sept,'1942 - •Yisale and Esperance bombed. ' :~

26 Sept, 1942 -..Ruin, area 'rall'ded by B-*17s. 1 cruiser, 1 AP hit,
. ...3 .float plan.e; zeros and 2 biplanes .shot down. 

' ' "Vi'sale bombed. Effective planes .41 F4F4s; 21 SBDs, 
8 TB.Fs 5 P-400s. '-

27 Sept. 1942 - Five. .B.--17s -.attacked Buin. Enemy-lossves-2 zeros,
' ' '•' Our'.'losses, 1 -3-17', ;Enemy losses. 6'bombers 5 zeros. 

Our losses 1 SBD on .ground*. • Effective'planes 28
•: ' • ' " ' P4P4S, 2 TBFs, 5 P-400s, 20 SBDs,

28 Sept. 1942 - Enemy-losses 2.3- bombers.-, .out of-: 25'-and-1 zero.
'.-.. .'Our. ip.sses' -none, : ;•••'• •. .;:;•" '."•• :- :'}"- '"' ' - '\

•-S9 Sept. 1942 - Effective planes AM 33 F4F4s,. 20 SBDs, .6 .TBFs, ; 
... . -.5 P-400s. ;..Re.kata-Bay'- 2 float planes destroyed. • 
,; ; • I... : Ene.wy.'lo.sses -'4-:,.z.e-ro.s • bur rlosse.s ".i.-.-F4F4.-' : 
;.-. ', Vi.sale bombed, and boats-,str.afed,,''-,Trucks; -near

; ' ' "••'''. Koku'mbona strafed by P-400s f" 'Effective planes . 
..... end of day 34 F.4F4s, 20 SBDs, 5 TBFs, 6 P-400s. .

.. r ," - -.- ..-.. . , -.;...;„._./ ..
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30 Sept. 1942

1 Oct. -,1942

2 Oct. 1942

3 Oct., 1942

4- Oct. 1942

5' Oct. 1942

6 Oct. 1942 

8 Octeb3i-942

9 Oof, 1942"

10 Oct..1942

' ANv;EX Q-C-OONT)' *»;-•• • 4 "" '"-
. - * * ' !*'

Kokumbona and Tenaru-, enemy attacked by SBDs and . 
P-400s r'- : ; , .- -. •: .

Five-p—400s strafed and bombed, from -C4pe Esperance 
to point Cruz.. - Effective planes 37 F4F4s> 19 
SBDs, 1.T3F, 4'-P~400s.. •'• • ' . ' - -

Enemy losses 4 zeros. Our losses 6 F4F4s (2 pil~ • 
otis recovered) Three SBDs, 3;TBFs. lost, P-400s 
attacked enemy in'area Maravovo, • Tenaru and Kok 
umbona area, . '

• *' *

Enemy lo'sses 11 ?,eros (2 by AA). f . Our losses 1 • 
F.4F.4 (-pilot recovered),- Night at tack-bn- enemy •• • 
surface force ori'e bomb Lit on heavy, cruiser. 
Planes- available AM 26 F4F4s,, 16 SBDs, '3- TBFs- -. 
and 4 -Pr-400s. ' . . • ' ' • .' -

planes effective 27 F4F4s, -20 SBDs,--5 TBFs, -6 ' • 
P-400s. Attack on-enemy surface f orce 2. torp'edo" ' 
hits on heavy 'cruiser. , • . ''..•'.

Attack on Rekata Bay 3 enemy float planes destroy 
ed/ Tassafaronga''to Maravovo P-400s attacked in 
stallations and boats. Six enemy DDs attacked- 1* 
DD"sunk, 1 damaged,- Our losses.. 2 s TBFsv -"'

Effective planes .29 F4F4s, 16. SBDs, .3 TBFs.,-;8 
P-400s.- Air supported ground attacks,

"" • ' '.*•-..'.»

SBD contacts wi'th enemy surface force covered with 
zeros with belly tanks.-and float biplanes. One 
biplane shot down no losses to SBDs, three pilots 
.wounded, Seven SBDs, ^4 TBFs,- 11 F4F.4s attacked 
surface forc.e', .1. torpedo ..hit 'on heavy cruiser-, ':. 
3 float biplanes shot down, 1 SBD and 1 •-F4F4 lost-,--

Effective : planes 25 F4F4s,- 17 SBD.s, 3 JCBF./ 6 ' • 
P-400s, 8 P-39s Striking force attacked surface : ' 
fqrc'ei One--..'GA damaged 1 destroyer .damaged,. At--' 
tack on R.ekat'a- Bay. - ;-:•.••.• ••/, - ,,., :

Two CL and 4 DDs attacked damage-'unknown, 3 float 
zeros'and 7'float -biplanes shot down,- , ..Point Cruz 
to Esperance bombed and strafed by P-40'Os.'-'Planes 
effective AM 45'F4p4si 16 SBDs, 8 p-39s;-2 P~400s..
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ANNEX Q (COMT)

11 0:0 t c. 1942 - Thirty three zeros /and forty..four bombers over """"•' no contact.

12 0;C.t. 1942 - -SBD's'bombed ,3 DDs and badly damaged, 1 probably
'' >. , sunk, TBFs ahd/SBDs' attacked .enem'y GA one-torpedo''•' 

.'•-..• ' "'hit.' Repeated/attack found in company with an-
'other CA and 'd DCs, direct bomb hits on both GAs

. ,, • .and-;! DD./ DD/ sinking and... 1 CA .abandoned. P-400.& 
/ . "'strafed groun'd installations arid'boats, to we-.st,'"

.13 Oct. 1942 - Effective planes. ,39 SBDs1 , 41 F4F4s, 4 p-400s, 6''
P-39s, '• Enemy . losses .1 • zero. O.urs 1 -F4F4 .(pilot
wo"unded)./' } - ' • " ' . .;.'" - ... .'. •"• " . '• '.

14 Oct. 1942 ~ .'Heavy- bombardment during night., Effective planes 
.-,'•'•'' .=""•'. ''.29 F4F4s, 7 SBDs, 4 P-400S, '2 P~39s. Enemy convoy

' ' 8'DDs a/nd '6 APs attacked by SBDs. One Ap sunk 
, . ;.'-'-'' ''. •'" "another hit, • " . -

15.-Get.' 1942 -'Two APs sunk by planes', "third'burning badly others-
damaged. Enemy .losse-s 12. bombers (3 by AA) , 5 
zeros, 1 biplane.! Our losses in air 3 .SBDs-,'3
'F-4F4;s, ' 1 Pi-39; " .. '/' ', .

>, ' • . ' ' " ' ".' • • ' . "

16'Oct. 1942 - Effective planes 9 F4F4s, '.11..SBDs, -7 P~40'0s 7
• P~3.9s; Bombing. and: strafing Cape Esperance to 

, Kojpmbona. Twenty F4F"4s and 12. .SBDs'arrivedv--'

17 Oct. 1942 ~ Ei/emy losses 14 dive bombers (8 including 2 heavy
bombers by AA) and 2 zeros. Our losses 1 F4F4,
i S3D. •- ,..;-/, ..... ,. " •'.'.- .'-...'•• . ' "'"•" '

' /• ' • • . ' • ' • ' \. "'

18 Octi 1942 -/Enemy losses 8 .heavy bombers 11 zero's. Ours-2 F4F4,

19 Oct^ 1942 — Enemy losses 2 zeros.. Ours' 1 F4F4, - .' :.;;.-

20 Oct. 1942 ; : - Enemy losse.s_,l single float biplane, 2 bombers
••• : •' • ' i 'and 7 .zeros. . Our losses '2 F4F4s one pilot rescued.

21 Oct. 1942' ~ Enemy losses 4 .bombers (1. by AA) and 7- zeros. ••:'..;..-..,. 
/ ' "Our losses 2 F4F4s one -pilot rescued,

22 Oct. 1942 T Enemy-. Tosses^5. dive bp.nabers V; . Ours, n.oh-e,, : - ' .-..

23 Oct. 19'42 - Enemy losses 1~bomber a'nd'"26 zeros, ours none.

24 Oct. 1942 - pur/losses 2 SBDs., .''.crews rescued,. ... " - -.;- -
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- " \ ' -.•<•.. '.•'*•. -• -.. •.. • • .. - ..............
25 Oct. 1942 - Enemy losses 5 bcjnb'e.FS:, -17. .'.zero's.-^' ' Ours 2 F4F4s.,

"V " I'TBF all our, -pilots .arid TBF mechanic saved., i. \ .. . • . •' • . . • ':- ••_"''••' ; .--. - .••'••: •; • - : : - ; -.:• •••.
30'0ot% 1942' • .--.Seven F4F4s aJttacked.Rekata. Bay... "Enemy losses

this attack .^\ zeros .'arid^ 5 floa,t-"plp;ia':nes ;; v '' :3'69 .
p-lanes.v.deQtrqy'ed. October., .

1- Nov.. 1942. \ - Seven' '.F4F4s. "attacked Beka'fa. v>B'ay:;''de'st'ro;ye:d::.5 
\ \ planes...- .Our losses,! F4F.4,.... ,. .. ..,.v . \ . .:.• •• -.. ..»'•: •-... - ' - ;: :' ..• -' ; ',..;; :"V:r ; I. .. : •. •...• •'- .?. r-'-1 .-' 14 Nov.. ..1942s - \-Lcst 4 'SBDs.. ; : -. : ; : : ' .•,..;.:.'••-•••;- - ; ! - -.'-.. ..-_v

5 Nov. .1942'. .-~ Enemy losses 5. bombers:Varld 1 'ze'ro all- ;b'y AA.. Our 
. \figii.ters-.did not make contact,, .'.. ....

7 No-v. '1942 ,- Attack on r l 'cruiser and 10' DDs 'CL hit with -2 tor- 
\ pfedos ..lu—.lO'QOilb,. bomtavand, one torpedo hit on 1 

'•;• DD,. Enemy /losses 8 float biplanes 'aixV S-'fioat •'•'• '•'' 
V, ze'ros. Our '.lo.sses 4 F;4F4s one 'pilot.- rescued,. •• ••' '' ' ;V "\ /. - .,,.;.. . '' :; . .-...'....•

15 Nov. 1942 - Twelve tra-n sports .and c'a.rgo v.es,-'se-l;des-tro.yed:... - ;

16 Nov. 1942 '• - Enerri'-y losses 6' zeros'.." 'Ours none..-' 1 '?1 -; : •-.-.' -
.-. . ^ • ( . , . • _ • • . . ,

18 Nov. 1942 - Three; zer.os;:.,sh!ot down. Carried -out, 8 strafing and
bombibg missions.- Buin' .a.tta'.ck 1.2 zeros and; two- 

-, . - float •.biplanes', .destroyed'."'. ,';..,. ;•- ;--:-.; • ••••'•

20 Nov." 1942 »' Five'. OS2U-^e on' wheels -a/rnived' Ga^vjs .

23 NOV. 1942 - Six Hudson s' arrived.- ' .- .- '.'•.-.•\ • • -'•.-. -.
^ " " ' • .••'.'.''•''

25 Nov. 1942 - Two zeros, shot down -on patrol; , ••-•'"' • ' ' \ \' ' ' '
26 Nov.. 1942 - Effective ..\planes 32,F4F4a, 18 §BDs ; 9 TBFs, 6 

- .... ' ' PBOs, .4OS2US/ l'f4;f7,-S"B.~l7s; 1 -J2.F, aS-p.
20 .P-3'9s^, 1 :V~400. '" " : -: " • ' ;; '. ;:,:'-' ' -.

27 Nov. 1942 - Effective 'planes ' 35 .'F4'F4s.,:.. 18 ' SBDs/ -.9'' TBFs j £ ' •
JSPf ,-4' -OS2U.S, 1 F4F7> 13 B^17&,;,;6 P30s',"vl£ :p-38s,, 
16 P-3&S', L.p-4pO.. -.' ' .\.. ; '.../ -"..': ',-.-, .' -" --'v'..- v ' • '-. '\ '"' - : -- .. '"-• . V: : '."-. .-."-:;.:,•• • • V'/^

28 Nov.. '1942 - Search nlane.s shot, down .one. float 'biplane. . ••.-• •„. .- ... ' .. - - ' * r- - \ \ :: ;• -., ;. • ••'•^—' i.^- •••••
29 Nov. 1942 - Striking, force" hi tK one AK and shot down 3 zeros.' ' " v

•.•••-..:-.•:••• i • •. • • •••• - , ...
1 ..Dec, .. -JL9.42 - Shot. down. 2 zero.s" oh\ search fflis :s'iqn:S'.' :?; : ;." 

: ^- :^v- - ' .'>•;::':•;-: '' \ .,.'
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ANNEX Q, (CQNT-)

4 Deqv 1942 - TWO 1000 Ib, hits on cruiser .1 on another 2 tor 
pedo hits on DD. Shot down 10 Float biplanes, 
lo.ci 1 TBF,, 1 F4F4,.

7 Dec. 1942 - Destroyed 2 zero.s at kunda..

8 Dec.. 1942 - Striking force hit four CDs. Lost 1 S3D,
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ANNEX R 

Artillery • 

Phase V . • .

On Id September, 194; 2; the 1st Battalion, llth Marines,' landed on Guadal 
canal and reverted to Control of llth.Marines.

On 20 September, 1942, the'5th Battalion, llth Marines, fired in support 
of patrols from 1st Raider Battalion and'lst Battalion, 7th Marines. . Ammuni 
tion expended, 418 rounds, -lO^rmn. Nothing unusual from artillery/standpoint. •

On 26 September, 1942, the -5th Battalion, llth Marines, fired in support
of the 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, and 2nd'Battalion, 5th Marines, attacking
Japanese positions in iviatanikau Village. ' .

On 27 September, 1942, the 2nd Battalion, reenforced by "S" Battery, 
5th Battalion, took over support of the attack, ammunition expended, 27 Sep 
tember: 941 rounds, 75'^. pack howitzer; 341 'rounds, 105 mm; • Nothing of par 
ticular importance from artillery viewpoint in.this engagement.

During the period 28 September-7 October, 1942, artillery fired harassing 
fires daily on Matanikau area. Included in this was the use of 105mm. 'iiP 
shells for inc-endiary effect. This was. successful, and several large grass 
fires Y/ere started. • • ' •',-•-

On 7 October, 1942, the 2nd and jfth Battalions, llth Marines, fired 
preliminary harassing fires in preparation for attack on Matanikau.

On 8 October, 1st Battalion,' llth Marines' joined the above units. Units 
suppo.rted were 5th Marines,' 7th Marines, and 1st Raider Battalion. Artillery 
setup was normal and 'the only matter worth'mentioning is'the difficulty of 
maintaining communications with forward observers. As has been reported 
before, the-TBY radio is not satisfactory, and the TB7 radio is too heavy 
to be manhandled by the three-man crew. Double crews'were used in this opera 
tion." Ammunition expended was 2188 rounds,, 75 ram - pack howitzer; 1063 rounds, 
105mm, • - ' •

Prom 10 October'to"23 October, 1942, interdiction and harassing fires 
were executed.on Japanese positions .in the Matanikau-Kokumbona area. Counter- 
battery fires were executed /with moderate, success,.but the. limited visibility 
and lack of sound-ranging equipment, together with the lack of .suitable 
counterbattery artillery, precluded .really effective fare. . .
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ANNEX R (CONfi)

On 23 October, 1942, the 2nd arid 5th Battalions, llth Marines, were 
supporting the defense of the Matanikau sector. It being evident that a 
Japanese attack was imminent, two batteries from the 1st and 3rd Battalions 
were emplaced to reenforce the fires in this sector. Japanese forces tried 
to force a crossing of the Matanikau at its mouth, and were repulsed with 
heavy losses. Ten batteries of artillery fir>d almost continuously during 
the early part of .the night in the area just across the river and contributed 
materially to the repulse of the Japanese.. Fire control was normal. Obser 
vation was very limited, and most of the faring was on map data. Communica 
tions were by telephone and were satisfactory throughout. Some observation 
was obtained through infantry officers, and was of great help;. Ammunition 
expended in this action was 6l64 rounds, 7511"11 * pack howitzer; 2719 rounds,

On 24 October, the following night, an attack was made on the southwest 
flank of our position, and was repuls'ed. 1st, and 5th Battalion's, llth Marines, 
fired in support of the 7th Marines in that area. On the second night, an ; 
attack wa.s made against our southeast sector, in the area of the 164th in- \ 
fantry and a battalion of the 7th Marines, and v;as repulsed. The 3rd Batt- : 
alien, llth Marines, fired in support of this sec'tor. ;

On 25 October, 1942, "I" Battery, 3rd Battalion, 10th Marines, joined '_ 
from Tulagi, -and was attached to 1st Battalion, llth Marines.

On 26 and 27 October, 1942, artillery 'continued to fire in support of 
infantry units in their sectors in mopping-up operations. Artillery support 
ing the Matanikau sector continued harassing and ceunterbattery fires on 
Japanese positions. Artillery units were rotated for rest and experience.

On 31 October, 1942, additional artillery was moved to support the 
Matanikau sector and on 1 November, 1942, the llth Marines, less- two batter 
ies, was in support of the 5th Marines in that sector. At 1500, 1 November,- 
»G" Battery 3rd Battalion, llth- Marines , crossed the Matanikau River -and 
took position on western side,

On 2 November, 1942, Battery "F", 244th ' Coast Artillery , U. S. -Army, 
and Battery "A", 5th Defense Battalion, U. S, Marine Corps, landed and were 
emplaced to fire on Kokumbona.- This was the first effective counterbatte.ry 
artillery available in this campaign,

On 3 November, 1942, the 2nd Battalion, llth Marines, was withdrawn- 
to regular positions, and the 1st Battalion, llth Marines, v/as ordered east 
of the Ilu River to support the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, on Koli Point. 
Two guns of Battery "A" 5th Defense Battalion, were sited to fire on Koli 
Point, Japanese landed east of' Koli Point during night of 2 November and 
were fired on on night of 3 November by Battery "A", 5th Defense Battalion.
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ANNEX R (GOKT.)

On 4 November, 1942,. the 1st Battalion, 10th Marines j disembarked and 
was attached to 1st Battalion, llth Marines, in support of forces on Koli 
Point. * .

From 5 November to 7 November, 1942, 1st Battalion, 10th Marines, 1st 
Battalion, llth Marines, and Battery "A", 5th Defense Battalion, continued 
firing in ..support .of -7th Marines, and 164th Infantry, U. S, Army, .on Koli 
Point, and 3rd and 5th Battalions, ll$h Marines, and Battery »F", 244-th Coast 
Artillery, U. S..Army, continued firing in support of 2nd Marines'-, west of 
Matanikau River.

On &. November, 1942, the 1st Battalion, llth Marines, returned to regular 
positions. 1st Battalion, 10th Marines, remained attached to combined forces 
on Metapona (General Rupertus) until completion of mopping up in that area.

Ori 10 November, 1942, the .1st, 3rd and 5th Battalions, llth Marines, 
supported the attack of the 2nd and 8th Marines toward Kokumbona. Ammunition 
expended in this attack; 4570 rounds, 75™. pack howitzer; 549 rounds, I05ram « 
hov/itzer; and 212 rounds, 155'-™. guns. . .

On 12 November, the 245th FA Battalion, U. S. Army (I05';u;i. hov/itzers) 
and Battery "L", 4th Battalion,' llth Marines (155 nun. hov/itzers) landed and 
passed to control of. llth "Marines.

On 13 November, 2nd Battalion, llth Marines, replaced 3rd Battalion in 
support of 8th Marines. 245th FA assigned to support this area, reenforcing . 
2nd Battalion, llth Marines,

From 13 November to 22 November, 1942, 2nd and 5th Battalions, llth 
Marines, and 245th FA, U, 3. Army, continued in support of units on Matanikau 
Riv.er; units included 2nd .and 8th Marines, l6l|.th and 1 82nd Infantry, U. S. 
Army.. ... ... " '

On 22. November, 1st Battalion, llth Marines, displaced to vicinity of 
Matanikau River to re enforce- fires of 245th FA.

On 23 November, 1st and 2nd Battalions, llth Marines, "L" Battery llth 
Marin.es., and 245th FA Battalion, U. S. Army, supported the attack of the 
8th Marines and 182nd .Infantry, . U. -S. ' Army, • toward Kokumbona. Ammunition 
expended: 154^ rounds, 75 ™u pack howitzer; 655 rounds, 105mm. hov/itzer; 
293 rounds, 155 1™, howitzer; and 134 rounds, l^mii. ' gun.

On 2/j. -.November, 5th Battalion, llth Marines, replaced the 2nd Battalion, 
llth Marines . . .... •. . •

On 27 November, '.1st Battalion, 10th Marines., replaced 1st Battalion, 
llth Marines.
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AMEXi Ft (GOMT.) ^: ' *

On 28 November, 246th FA Battalion, U. S, Army, passed to control of- 
llth Marines, and on' 29 November replaced 5th Battalion, llth I.iarines in 
support of forces in Ivlatanikau-Kokumbona area.

On 29 November, Battery "A", 5th Defense Battalion, assigned to tactical 
control of 3 r& Defense Battalion for coast defense*

The 1st Battalion, 10th Marines, and 245th and 246th FA.'Battalions, 
Ui- S. Army, continued in support of' the units west of Matanikau until after 
10 December, 1942.

Battery "F" 244th C. A. Battalion, • U.~ 3. Army, fired counterbattery, 
deep harassing, and interdiction fires in the Kokumbona area throughout the 
period 3 November-10 December, 1942, using both terrestrial observation and 
air spot. It may be interesting to add that the 244th C. A. were employed 
firing counterbattery within four hours after the ships started unloading'at 
Guadalcanal. This Battery also fired on and' seriously damaged enemy trans 
ports beached at Tassafaronga.

COMMENTS

1. Fire control methods and artillery methods as basically taught at 
Fort Sill are correct.

2. Battalion fire direction .centers as at present organised are capable 
of handling up to five batteries of artillery without any serious time lag. 
Decentralization and augmentation of battalions worked efficiently.

3. With the regimental staff as organized on Guadalcanal the regimental 
COEimander was able to control seven complete battalions, and three attached 
batteries of 155 ninu howitzers and guns. Thus the regiment can be augmented 
from other organizations without • involving staff difficulties.

4. Amphibian tractors were used in the initial landing, and later when 
the Lunga River bridge was washed out, as ammunition, carriers and prime movers. 
These were of great assistance under the circumstances, but would not be 
suitable for .normal duties a.s prime movers or ammunition carriers.

5. Xj)5mm?.!;g\a:r.LS',. although trained, .as- coast artillery," v/ere used as 
field artillery for counterbattery with but slight modifications of method.

6. All officers of combat units should receive elementary instruction 
in artillery spotting methods, and battalion commanders should be instructed 
in the use of artillery, Several instances occurred of misuse of artillery 
through ignorance of unit commanders. Also other instances where the presence 
of mind and initiative of non-artillery officers enabled effective fire to 
be brought on enemy positions in the absence of artillery observers. Artillery 

.infantry liaison needs improving on the part of both parties.
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ANNEX R (CONT.)

7. Corps artillery 155 min. howitzers and guns should be landed as soon 
after the Division artillery as possible to provide suitable counterbattery 
and reenforcing artillery. These will also serve to fire against surface 
craft.

8. The regiment should be augmented by addition of the following:

(a) Regimental ammunition section. Division dumps v/ere too far 
from artillery positions. It was necessary for the artillery to handle its 
own ammunition from the time it reached the beach.

(b) Regimental ordnance section with 1 necessary equipment to handle 
all minor and intermediate repairs, and to carry sufficient spare parts.

(c) Small sound and flash ranging section for counterbattery.

T. B, HUGHSS, 
LtCol., U. S. Marine Corps.
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ANNEX 3

COMMUNICATION 
PHASE V

phase V was similar to Phase IV. Equipment and supply 
shortages remained critical-. Expansion of the defensive perimeter 
with the resulting increase in number and length of tactical wire 
circuits severely taxed wire and tape supplies and placed addit 
ional burd9B|ion our already overworked personnel. Radio commun 
ication was satisfactory, both within the division and the Base 
Radio Circuit. Coding difficulties were relieved by use of ECM 
which was brought in during phase V. Radio communication was ' 
maintained with the 2d Raider Bn during its. operation from 6 Nov-^ 
ember to 4 December 1942. TBX radio.was used with CSP 488 (M-94) 
as the cryptographic aid, During Phase IV and this phase air- 
ground communications were as shown in enclosure (g).

Reoommendationa.

1. Adoption of uniform communication doctrine for all 
aircraft, •

2. Adequate air-ground training, both for ground troops 
and aviation personnel.

3. Coordination between Army - Navy - Marine Corp? 
as to frequency range of aircraft radio equipment.
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, This phase ; which covers nearly three months,' was one of 
; reinforcement, organizatiion, .and active--defense of the' Lunga' 
.Point Perimeter..- The chronolo.gical order: followed in previous ; 
phases will be abandoned in this dldcusnioh -and each subject 
treated as an entity in itself, to avoid .confusion. For this '. 
reason .individual engagements will not be discussed; These 
will 'be found in ot'her portions of .this report.." f' ' * ... - v '

The arrival of the Seventh Marine s Reinforced oh; September ' 
19;,; 1943 was to give the Division' an additional reslnent of; 
troops j ana ..the Division medical section a Completely equipped 
medical company. In spite of an initiation by naval gunfire 
on their .first .night ashore. and .'repeated bombardment ;fr.om the . . 
air ...during the ; :pr6ce;sg 'of set ling • up a hospital, H C w Compe.ny , 
of .the First Medical.. Battalion, ..w&s operating as a tent hospital . 
in an 'area adjaceni- to" : "^:"S! Sonlpanyj Fl-r&t Medical/Jiattalion; 
Ju$$: west of .-•th-e'-Lunga , River .wi'thln fortyWeight. hours. "A n '-. 
Company was;-.'Con.tiQuirt'tJ 1 6 /function- as; a 'complete tent hospital 
but with only , one-half of its personnel and equipment (the , 

:.. second.-platp/o.n, did : not land..) ••.:••..-.- ': ' • .-. • •'-_. .. , • " '

.During this phase thf^ -personnel on the island -was tb 
increase from the original. 18* 134 plus- Cub One, less -.evacuated 
casualties, to over 45, 000:, -With -few .exceptions it "be-qarae- th-e • 
prQbl.pm, ,of the Division Medical Supoiy Officer to obtain and 
dl3.tribut;e medical ^up; /lies to1 this i entire group. ' :'"••'

••;. : ,-... Tp obtain a safe water supply; for troops Curing this phase, 
the portable unit for filtration' and 'chlorinr tioh ori'sri'ris.lly "et , 
up on 'the -^nt bank, of the Luhga River -waa rreplao'ed on September 
1;; 1948 by ©.' mobile unit with a; capacity of 24,000r to 30,000; 
gallons daily. The Third Defense Battalion set up a portable 
unit ..(capacity 6.,OQO, to 12,000^. gallons-) on the east bank of the 
Lunci'a and Aviation unit s installed .a .-secona .mb:bilfe unit upstream 
from both, units. , Early in November a portable unit was net. uj> 

: on; . th-s- .-e.^at bank of .the MA tsana'kau supplemented, very 'shortly by 
a secoM on: .the west bank- of ;:the.':Mp.tanlkau Cope rated by the UiS^ 
Army-)4 * ..-Jn. i.at:e November:- a. mobile unit' was eBtabli shed on the 
Ilu»'Hive;r an.-v for three .weeks. ;a -portable ..unit iwfl.s^ operated at 
Kol.i . Point .; ;.- ^Headquarters of the Second Marines set ; up a. dlstilla- 
tlon p.i.aat ,|or , water on Tulagi. . :.Wifh. -these .points of distribution 
and. amount sV'-,th^-, water supply^waj? roore tha.n. adequate forv all areas ̂

Altteough .'the ^responsibility for; securinK- rations i's; a- Q,uarter- 
manter; function; rather than a medical one, '.no report would: be 
complete';:wi.i-hout noting.''.the. effect. of adequate 'or* insufficient 
rations, in the-..early phases : of; and,, tfcir:oughouv: : the operation; 
Captured enemy supplies were the difference between a starvation 
diet and one-well above that point In caloric'value during the .. 
early phases. Food actually spoiled was condemned, but hunger

; '. ~1~ ANNEX T -\- •



"f ••

tempered the Judgement , of 'medical off leers' 'and' food that would 
, have been thrown'. out. at- other, times .was; cooked ̂ fed.$ and eaten 
' without ill .effects. At- no.;- "time, was-: .. there any, evidence of dis- 
ability .cau;sed^byfopd : -during ; the '-entire operation, .As supplies • 
arrived on friendly ships -. the diet -became. ,- adequate .in- every- way/ 
'and -there .were no oases of 'frank d.ef-iclency diseases .reported .with- 
'in the D.iyisibh. '/Equipment' for proper- pre para t ion -of food waa, . 

'• lacking in. many groups;. ,C,ompa'ny me.s-sess were' .set up -in bivouac •
••areas* 'Field, and mess- cooks, shewed marked^ ingenuity in making 
workable equipment from capture.d-. material/ Had ;the ene.my taken
•'-the time to destroy these ration; dumps .-and- their equipment/ the" 
outcome -of this operation- -might -hayie be.en.' a tragic 'one*

..Dur'ing tMs , period, : six ; 'w.e.eks after the initial attack, ra-* 
t ions were adequate, and .three, full; .meals were .served daily. Re 
frigeration "was. 'established. -in . incre.a.si;ng amounts^ Meat;s were 
•ayailable, delivered to -the; '-island; in: .a frozen condition; Limited 
amounts, of ..eggs,, .fruits,, and fresh green vegetables, '-.were obtain- 
able, and by Thanksgiving. Day, 1942, roast turkey and all -the .. 
"fixings'"' were .served to the. troops. •. ' •

,•'".. ' ' ' ' ' : ' . '. • '

' \[ t Me.dical .supplies -continued to-be adequate with the exception 
of,' a few items, "These, were- requisitioned from, the First- Base 
Depot at .Noumea and delivered; by plane after the second month 'of 
occupation. \ In spite of the increased personnel on the island, 
some units arriving with their own .supplies, others with- only a 
few days supplies, the Division medical. supply section 'continued 
to fill requisitions for .all units without any serious shortages,

'.•-'•*- * .- ' ' -;'',"•

. . The Seventh .'Marines-, .'Fir.st Defense • Bat'talion, and the .Second 
Replacement -.Battalion, arrived-" with .-sufflcl.ent 'supplies -and .equip 
ment for a three.. .months- campaign.-. ; ' The/ army was supplied -from the 

. First "Marine Division', reserves. 'for the .-'.first four weeks periqd'of 
their action.. .After this 'first mon-thv.:.v''t-h: e • army- '"supply section 
arrived. on the island and .handled all army;., medical supply requisi- 

" t ions'. Navy 'construction units were- .provided-. -with', .their own 
'•medical sections and the. 'Division- Medical Supply'-_0f fleer, was re 
quired- to 1-ssue only "supplementary- suppliers. -Aviation units were

• In the same category as .the construction .unit's. -'The- Fourth -Re- 
placement Battalion, however, was landed ••without .any reserve 
'supplies. These had been .removed by the "Corps Surgeon at Noumea. 
The. Eighth Regiment. -arrived with -field units^Gnlyv y ' .,/^./ ; ---

." It is the feeling' in this ; Division- that: It- i's:/|u:st':as'. ;,inipor-- 
tant'.fo.r all repiacement .and- rein-forcing -unite,' arriv-ing : 'in v combat 
area's, to. 'be fully- equipped, wi.th .medical '^suppll.©^' and Equipment, 
as 'to arrlve^with .complete.. -combat- ••equipment-''. •• -". • ! , ' ..' : '.

the six .. months,. pe.rio< ; priori' to : - reaving the United States 
a 'ca-reful study w^.s made ta determine .the. reserve medical supplies 

...necessary for one .year in the "field. :This- ; -was based : on the theory , 
"*.that.we would prpbabl^have two la'ndln'g operatiogt during this ;Ijrhave two la'ndlng operatiogjt 
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period and be under actual combat condition-about one-half of the 
time t , These supplies were assembled at the Base Depot at Norfolk . 
arid" shipped' to. Wellington* All supplies were divided into f our • : 
equal parts and loaded aboard different ships.' ' In preparation for 
this operation^ field units not .considered essential for this 
operation^ plus additi.onal reserve medical supplies, were left 
with'the rear echelon In Wellington. ,'Sometime during the first 
month, these 'supplies, plus those which-had previously been re~ 
quisitioned but'had. not arrived at the time: of departure, were" 
commandeered by the Fleet Surgeon, South Pacific Area and moved 
to the First Base Depot at Noumea* It is believed that these 
supplies were used to establish the medical section of the First 
Base Depot, with the. idea of supplying all Marine activities in-'.' 
the South Pacific Area. . • • • • . • '

All additional supplies received on-the island-came from this 
First Base Depot with the exception of.anti-matarial drugs which; ' 
were forwarded -by the Malaria .Control Unit, South Pacific Area*

On being withdrawn from the island, during December 1942, all 
supplies in the'hands of the First Marine Division-were left with 
those units remaining on the Island, All equipment actually 
needed was also left., .' '-. •'- • .• '- '

•" ' Although the plans for supply-.of- this Division were-'made . 
prior to leaving, th'e-United States, and were in. theory only, it • 
is believed that" they were adequate except for a few items. . -

During the evacuation process, eight hundred.stretchers-and 
three thousand blankets' were lost: to the -.Division by: lack of 
replacement. It should, be'the duty of the supply base to'return 
one'.stretcher and two blankets for- each ^stretcher case, evacuated* 
This is particularly-"important in the case, of'air evacuation. 
It should .also be ..'noted that the army. type, wooden stretcher will' 
not fit 'in transport planes as we .saw them on Guadalcanal. Metal 
stretchers such..as are used in the First Marine Division do fit 
these transports.,.It is also suggested that compound medications 
put up in capsules be changed to tablet- form for.tropical use* 
Capsules degenerate .and the drug- is lost f or s all- practical purposes. 
Cough syrups should be furnished .for field use. One unit, of • -• 
brandy per ten men should be furnished for field, u.se.. Bismuth, 
paregoric,' and the .sulfpnamide.s .should be quadrupled in amount. .-.'' 
Priority of combat loading must .be maintained and.:in this regard 
it is suggested that a .medical department loading, officer be 
assigned to act with the Division loading, officer,

•It was during -this phase that most of the -surgery was. done. 
Contributing factors to this increased surgical activity were the 
increased personnel under the direction of the Division, active 
-defense of the area, increased naval and air bombardment, patrolling, 
raiding and 'offensive action* The situation was unique in that
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patients operated- on had to be evacuated hundreds of miles before 
reaching the., nearest base hospitals. These'tent and .field hospitals1 
were within range -of enemy artillery at all time's and particularly ! 
liable.to bombing from the air by .their very position* The operating 
was done,in tents (except at the 'Division Field'Hospital which 
had wooden buildings), always above ground and..the recovery and 
surgical wards were also under canvas or wooden .buildings. Surgical 
supplies were sterilized in portable autoclaves. Ether, spinal,' 
and -pentothai sodium were the anesthetics use. No untoward effects 
were noted'when anesthetics were administered to men having received 
large doses of sulfonamides.. .

The treatment of shock has always been a prerequisite to ••• 
successful surgery. This was begun in the advance aid stations 
by liberal use of morphia, splinting of fractures, and blood 
plasman when Indicated, Plasma and intravenous fluids were used 
extensively on the admission of prospective surgical patients; 
As noted in Phase IV, use of sulfonamides locally and orally was' • 
routine in the advance aid stations and repeated with each dressing 
locally and every four hours by mouth.- Gas gangrene was seen only 
twice and there were no cases of tetanus reported in the Division. 
It is believed that with this very early use sufonamides, infection 
.of war wounds and resulting deaths were the lowest in military- 
medical experience. This fact cannot be absolutely established 
at present because of lack of complete data but is an opinion ' 
based oh partial reports. .

General surgical procedure did hot change from thsoe mentioned 
in Phase IV, Abdominal wounds were explored,.chest wounds which 
survived to reach the hospital xirere- treated conservatively as were 
head wounds which did.not require decompression. Simple fractures 
were reduced, if compound, they were debrided by some, not debrided 
by others, reduced.and fixed in piaster casts or splints,• Incom 
plete reports indicate that better than fifty-five percent of 
penetrating abdominal wounds recovered after surgery.. Medical 
diseases', particularly in the form .of malaria, reached''alarming 
proportions .in the latter part" of this phase.. Hospital admissions 
from, .all cau.ses. rose 'sh.apply In October,- held in November, and. 
for 'the .first ten days In.'December'. 'This is 'strikingly 'shown 
in the following figures.;. 0';. "'.' ; -' -.'•..•

Personnel of th'f?'First Marine :pivi si on' 'only admitted- to the sick 
list while, in the Solomon, .Islands.;' ' '- ' ' •> '

"•":-. Total August '' • •': ' :; '' '"'"' ; :\' .900 : ' .. 

. . 'September 1 ;:t6''September 18 907- "-.. v •• ,-
',• f •'••'• • ' "'•'•."• t • '

Septem"er' 18 -'to 'October 1 .' . 817
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Total September 1724

'Total October ' ' 2630

Total November . 2413

December 1 to December '10 913

Irand total for-, entire operation 8580.

There were occa-ssional cases of an infectious type of hepatitis 
\rith jaundice which is now believed to be of a virus type identical
-Afith the jaundice which' occured with certain lots of yellow 
fever vaccine.. This jaundice is, however, separate and distinct 
"rom that couse. It occured well after the incubation period of 
the yellow fever type which is three to five months. At this 
writing its mode of transmission has not yet been determined.

A few of the troops which joined the Division from Samoa 
were infected with filariasls and had beginning.'.oedema. Later 
the organisms were isolated from involved lymph'"nodes.

The psychoneuroses 'and war neuroses were evacuated at once 
if severeo The relative small number of these) when compared to 
other groups, is an indi.cation ; of excellent mental stability 
among'the of fleers" and men-of the First Marine Division. Two 
groups of this type of case were treated on the island by a few
•lays rest in the sick bay area until acute symptoms had subsided 
and then they were transferred to the Quartermaster and used as. 
i lobor unit* A few very severe cases from;these groups were 
vvacuated« It is- the' feeling of the medical officers who were 
In charge of these groups,.that the results were excellent, 
approximately seventy-five men were so treated and made 'available
/or useful and necessary labor, which in -turn released an equal
'lumber of men for front line, combat duty.-

A moderate number of -. admissions were for the treatment of. 
tropical ulcers. Various medications were used at different 
;lmes with indifferent results* Local'use of sulfanilamide 
powder was of little value* .. Treatment with fresh saturated 
solutions of azochlo'ramld'e in alcohol became the method of choice. 
Improvement with'this-ty-pe of treatment was evident "within forty- 
)ight Jborara. .and recovery a-matter of'days,. . • ' . • .. .

On August 7, 1942 the First-Marine Division and supporting 
;iroops, -landed in an area with "the highest malarial inf'ected 
aosqulto. rate in the world".. .(Statement made'by the . Commanding. •'. 
.Officer, Malaria,Control ftnit, in.November 1942).. Witiiiri two ; 
veeks the first few .cases were to -appear»' By tht» end : of' September 
L94,^:T239"dJfeises had ,be en admitted to" hospitals. The following 
Ls a--report of admissions'- and. is self explanatroy* It must 
36 remembered that these admissions are for the Firat Marine
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Division only.' Unfortunately the records for the last week' 
in..November and .the first two weeks in-December are incomplete. 
Actually the '• number--of '•adml's.sioha continued -to .increase 
throughout "that period. Many/of ' these were, recurrent or 
relapsed, cases. ._•';• . -

; . MALARIA REPORT .FOR ,THE MONTH OF AUGUST

Second Week 
Third Week " 
Fourth -Week- 

Total

None
4 

18

22

MALARIA-REPORT FOR,'THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER

;• First Week 
Second Week 
Third Week • 
'Fourth WeeK • "•

Total '.-.

31 
48 52 • 

108

239

MALARIA REPORT FOR THE MONTH, OF OCTOBER

-First Week 
Second Week 
Third-Week
•Fourth'-Week

Total - =

173
273 ,
655-:. 
840;

t-1941

MALARIA'REPORT FOR THE -MONTH OF NOVEMBER

First.Week 
Second Week 
Third Week' 
'Fourth Week

Total

843' ' . ••".
765
912
693 (Not full

week) 
3213
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MALARIA REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF DECEMBER

First Week 155 (Incomplete 
Second Week 29 reports only).

184 

GRAND TOTAL FOR PERIOD COVERED.. '„ . 5599

There were many' hi nderances to the prevention of malaria 
on the island.. .. Early in the .operation oiling of breeding 
areas within the camp .proper was one by individual medical 
officers, none of whom had had any specialized training In 
preventive work. Later the Malaria Control Unit consisting 
of one medical officer., an entomologist, an engineer, 
laboratory technicians,:, and trained enlisted personnel were 

• to arrive and 'take over. this and 'related works* There were 
many areas which, could 'not be reached for oiling. The lack 
of protective nets .during the early phases was a contributing 
factor. In spite of .each ..man possessing both head .and bed. 
nets on embarking at Wellington, a tremendous number were 
lost during the landing operation,. Larse nets captured in 
the early phases .were used in the hospitals to screen patients. 
and operating rooms..; Insect repellants were not used and were 
not available.- ' . . . . . '. : •

Sup-pressive treatment: -began by order September 10,. 1942 
was continued throughout the operation* Although every -effort 
was made by the .medical department to make this suppfessive 
treatment available to every man 'on the island, it was very 
unsatisfactory. Men. would not take their medication when 
it was made available,, line officers did not see that their 
men .took their tablets, and they' never fully accepted the , 
responsibility for the actual dispensing of this medication 
when it was made available to them..

. Atabrlne,. .1. tablet twice daily (0.1 gra. .)',,.. twice e. week 
was the- original -.dosage* :T.his was : later increased to .every 
third: day.. 'It -.was felt th-o.t lesa;: than teiT'percent of toxic 
results followed this -mass- usage of Ato.brlne,. Those cases 
in which toxic reactions did occur, were given ten grains of 
quinine daily. ' . •; ;' . . • - ^

The proportions of benign tertain and malignant tertaln 
for the Cifrn^lete operation .were about equal.- Only three 
deaths from- malaria oocured on the island,. Many cases had 
to be evacuated but the majority 'were returned to duty*-. In 
noting the total figures for malaria' admission's to hospitals 
we~must keep in raind that an -additional small percent 
w^e!' "treated in organizational sick bays*
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..- - The original plan of .-te'n days 'ho'spitalization for • 
malaria had. to-be abandp-n'ed' in many cas.'esv- ' Bed n .were not 
always available, -Emergency admissions from-.ships and combat 
areas took .precedence, and. hundreds of casea/were treated in 
their',organization areas or in the one convalescent hospital* 
M.os't cases were hospitalized during the acute phase, however, 
;ahd discharged-only for-follow-up. : treatment.'- .

i ' .

The introduction of native-.labor'into, the 'area was 
-strongly opposed--by the.Division Surgeon, . The'Commanding 
General-recognized" .the soundness of. this.rad-vioe but the •• 
gravity of the tactical situation, required -all the troops 
available .on the firing.JLine and the native' labor was 
ne.oessary tq.unlosd food, 'ammunition- and gasoline • frorji the 
ships. . It .is a well.'known fact that the -native..,:!s. .the reser 
voir of Infection. :Thi-s combined .with the; proper mosquito,- 
and non-i-nf-.ect;ed residents., completes the cycle.

Anti-malarial, drugs were . adequate i'n amounts and ; -slways 
available,' but at times.were used as conservatively as possible 
due to the,,low reserves. These drugs were, obtained from the 
Malaria .Control Unit, South Pacific Area to-replace our '. 
original supplies,. <Intravenous quinine :was used- only''.In the 
hospitals ;and was not* carried by t'h'e . front, line .medical ,. • 
of-fleers,' A larger supply should be made available ih^any • 
.subsequent-operation. / •-. ' ." -. '' • ':, .. ,' '•"'•.••-••

Tho evacuation ...of • all casulaties in the^ area was arranged 
'and -carried!"^out by. the-medical department of the First Marine' 
Division.' This was accomplished by -s.ea .'and' air. Occasionally 
the transfer .of patients -from ho-spit'al .to. plane-was, done ~ 
while the'airfield, was actually under-artillery fire. In 
sp'J..te : of.'-this. and many other attendant, dangers, up' to 
December .'1, .1942 .-2879 patients- were' evacuated by. -air without" s 
any additional .casualties. Thio evacuation :by air .reached 
its peak in November when. 1582 .patients we're, sent out'during 
the seven.day : period November- 21. to' 27> ,485 patient's were 
taken off ..the island-by plane. .. .... . • ,.., , . ... . .. •

'EVACUATION BY PLANE
AUgUst .-_ ' ' ' •''... ..:.-• '-2 - . . .. -, -:

Total August . . .- ' "• 2 

September^^;tp 'September'^8- ,'-.' -• ; 14-5'•'•':. - .' 

...,, . : .September 19 to" September 30 ' ; " 176

al September . - 521

-8- ANNEX T



974

985

485

112

October 1 to October 30. •• . • 974

Total October - . "

November 1 to November .20 ' . . ..

November 21 to November 27

November 28 to November 30 '. •

Total November '.''•'..' ••''••'

GRAND TOTAL OF ALL EVACUATIONS.

GRAND TOTAL TO DECEMBER L. BY- PLANE ...

GRAND TOTAL BY SEA

TOTALS DO NOT INCLUDE. PRISONERS OF WAR. . 

TOTAL EVACUATIONS BY AIR AND SEA BY- PHASES FOLLOW BELOW;

1582

2879

1040

August 7-9' ' 

August 10-20 .. 

August 21 - September 18 

September 19 ~ December 1.0

TOTAL ' . . • •

,166

35

:502

3919.

As previously mentioned transport planes would carry 
eighteen stretcher or thirty~six sitting cases* The average 
load was about twenty patients. ' They .usually, arrived, and 
left in the early morning dawn. During the. week of November 
21, two separate groups were evacuated in a single, day, one 
in the morning and one in the evening* • .. . . : :

After the .establishment of more or less regular evacuation 
by air, there were no real difficulties 'except . for the failure 
to return equipment evacuated with patients (stretchers and 
blankets). . • ' . .

Evacuation by sea necessitated much handling of 'cases 
and was raqre difficult. Tbia method necessitated and ambulance 
ride, transfer to some form 'of ship to shore transportation 
(jwsually ramp or Hinging boat), and transfer to the ship by 
hoist. '' "Ex* type of '.hoist varied with the ship and was often
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improvised., The nee'd for a workable type .of .litter., hoist 
with practice in. its use was clearly demonstrated. Evacuation 
from the Tulagi Area continued in the same manner as noted
in Fha.s'-e IV. _ . . . . . .

- ' ' During this last phas-e the personnel of. the Division 
medical departments was brought up to 'strength as much as. 
possible. Officers and enlisted me/i were brought in from 
outside areas, 'and'most of the personnel of '.'A 1' Company, 
Second. Medical Battalion were transferred from the Tulagi Area 
to fill vacancies in the First Marine Division. By December 
10, 194?, the Division had. lost three medical, of fleers and. 
eleven medical enlisted personnel,, killed in action.

The order to evacuate the First Marine Division from 
the island set in motion the plans t^ evacuate all sick • 
personnel in hospitals. As far as possible all walking 
cases were discharged to their organizations'. The remainder 
were, grouped according to their organizations and placed 
aboard the ship carrying that organization. .This was 
coordinated by the senior medical officer of the combat 
^rou.p i-jhich was to leave first.

One regiment taken as a specimen group, was studied 
by their medical officers to determine"the number of effec 
tives on December 7 and 8, 1945. Each man was interviewed •; 
separately. The conclusion reached, was that "34$ of the 
entire regiment were unfit for any duty which might involve 
combat activity.. This percentage of non-effectives would 
have been greater but for the inclusion of 400 recent re 
placements.

The following la presented'for continued, improvement in 
the medical section of the,. Division: ' ....:.

1. Full use of air trasnportation in the evacuation 
of casualties and' securing of supplies*

2. Continuation of the policy of treating -war wounds 
locally and generally with the sulfonamid.es,

3. Jeeps for evacuation of 'front line' casualties, under 
medical department control, , .

4. A Medical Department Loading Officer. 
.5, Marine personnel to-be used as litter bearers. 
'5. Increased ant-malarial instructions to officers and 

men. '• - •'>'••' : '
7. Chemicals for sterilization of water, to be carried 

by the individual,-preferably in tablet form. -(Tropical packed).
8. Screening material.for screening of operating rooms, 

•galleys and. latrines.
9. Increased supply of intravenous quinine.
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10. Development of new units 1, 2, 3 and 4. for tropical"
use. '

11. System f->r rapid, replacement of equipment lost 
through evacuation of patients.

12. Medically equipped replacement units.
12, Completely equipped medical replacement personnel,
14, Standardisation of litters to fit trasnport planes.
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The dental problems encountered during the Solomon Island 
Campaign were mainly the inability to.set up offices-in the 
various regimental headquarters due to the restricted area and 
constant enemy activity*

During the first few weeks, much equipment was lacking; 
however, this proved no handicap since more units could not 
have been used at this time*

During the first xireek one outfit belonging to "A" .Company, 
Second Medical Battalion, Second Marine Division, who landed 
on Tulagi, was salvaged from the beach on Guadalcanal and put 
into use at the Division Field Hospital. Fortunately, although 
wet, this unit was found in time so that after careful drying 
and oiling, most of the supplies and equipment including the 
electric motor could be put in use* This was used when necessary 
with current supplied by a field generator, also salvaged, 
and in later weeks on. current from the captured Japanese power 
house. However, since air and ship bombardment disrupted the 
wiring with monotonous regularity, this latter source of power 
was sporadic. A foot engine was finally located, repaired, 
and put into use* The center rod was missing and had to be 
replaced with a wooden pole.

The most gratifying of all pieces of equipment is the 
field "castle" light. This light is considered absolutely 
essential if field oral surgery is to be attempted. One of 

"t ire's e was located and with this addition the office was more 
or less complete, and, although repeatedly riddled with bomb 
fragments and skell splinters, continued to function. Re 
placement of vital parts" was made Trom o.ther units that 
arrived later, .

During the first ten days another dental unit was located 
in the First Regiment supply' dump. This was in fair shape 
despite some of the cases beign smashed, and was put.intro 
operation in the "S" Medica.1 Company hospital area* This 
company had lost all of its original dental equipment. The 
scattered cases of a third unit were finally assembled and 
another office opened in the "A" Medical Company hospital 
area* These three offices continued to function throughout 
the campaign.

Some weeks later, upon the arrival of the Seventh 
Regiment and "C" Company, First Medical Battalion, a fourth 
office was opened. Still later in the campaign a fifth office 
was opened. However, throughout the campaign, it remained 
inadvisable if not impossible, for regimental dental officers 
to function as such. They did, however, perform invaluable 
work as assistant medical officers and in many ether military 
duties.
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Regimental dejital officers in this particular action 
were not necessarily essential In the.field, since with the 
constricted area of operations, casualties were evacuated 
directly to field hospitals and little or no dental repair 
or surgery was done in the regimental areas. Thus dental 
officers were attached to units where they could not function 
in their professional capacity and there was a shortage, in 
areas where* it was possible to set up offices. It is felt 
that the addition of one or perhaps two more dental officers - 
to the medical companies would correct this and aid immeasure-i 
ably in taking care of the overwhelming amount of accumulated 
dental work that has to be taken care of in the short periods 
of lion-combatant status. This would work out nicely, since 
the medical companies operate In the areas of the regiments 
to which they are assigned. It is felt that any addition of 
dental officers to the regiments is definitely neither desire- 
able nor practical since their professional services in the 
field would be completely lost.

The keeping of an accurate record of all operations and 
treatments during this period was practically impossible, 
consequently forms "K" Dental, were only the best that could 
be compiled under the circumstances.

The incidence of Vincent's stomatitis for the Division 
was low enough to be disregarded. Facial wounds were in 
frequent, however, it was. found that where they were serious 
enough to involve the neck, fixation of fragments in many cases 
could not be accomplished as it increased the Inability of 
the patient to swallow or clear the throat of saliva or blood. 
It was necessary in some cases to cut the fixing wires or 
rubber bands,•liquids being given by use of a bulb from a, 
syringe attached to a long bent glass tube* The bulb was 
filled and tube placed back of the tongue. These cases 
although extremely bad, seldom approached shock and all were 
in remarkably good condition when evacuated*

Referring to equipment again, the value of the field 
operating light cannot be overstressed. The novocalne carpule 
is definitely the answer to local anesthesia in the field and. 
more carpules and needles should be included in the original 
unit.

Most of the dental officers would prefer brass orthodontic 
ligature wire in 18 inch eighteen inch stands to supplement 
the fracture arch bands, . .

It is also felt that one complete field prosthetic out 
fit (army chests 61 and 62) could be used to advantage in 
making prosthetic repairs in the field. This could be carried
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in the medical company conducting the Division Field Hospital 
and could be set up when and if conditions permitted,.

Additional generators whould be provided for the burners 
of the field sterilizer as these fouled rapidly and thereby 
rendered the sterilizing unit useless*

/

The unit #4 was altered to suit the individual dental 
officer*s particular needs* Most preferred the larger 
hospital pouch which allowed for supplementing with bandages» 
sulfa-powder, and morphine syrettes; since all functioned 
a great deal of the time as assistant medical officers.
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ANNEX U ...--.-' ' §£• •••**
19 September

2210 F^om Asst 'Div Comdr to CG-. ->. YP with aviation material de 
parts 0615 X Mopping up operations today made contact 
G-umuarea armed enemy, det a ohm-en t X Seven enemy killed . 
thirty three escaped including one wounded X Our only, 
casualty C:>1. E.T,E. Mal.aita police'killed X Detailed 
report and captured material later

20 September

1700 Command Post closed at-60.6 V114.7 and opened at old 
location iiC20360 '•''•'

2145 From Asst. Div Comdr to-03- -> YP with Amphibian Tank .
Platoon"and aviation material will depart daylight to~

• . morrow X Request you '"send 5 inch- star' shell if can spare

2145 From- OG to Asst Div Comdr - Friendly planes in air from 
'0030 to/0200 . ....

22 September

1445 Unit report from Unit #365 from Sept 21
Unit report fro4m 3rd Bn Second Marines from Sept 20 to 21

23 September

0730 From Asst Div Comdr to, CO- -r-YP .departed daylight with 
flares aviation material sandbags X Small boats with 
remainder aviation material departs tomorrow morning 
details later '

1200 From.CO to All -Units.^ For purpose of operational control 
sector number two is hereby placed under, .tactical command 
of CO 5th" Marines. .X-Div Op Ord 11^-42 is modified accord" 
ingly .. . ' .

2145 From -Asst Div Comdr to GO- - Patrol encountered small Jap,, 
detachment near east point Florida .Island X Killed 
Japs no casualties X Request permission issue ration 
fresh beef from. YP 239 •' : . '.' . .
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ANNEX" itJ.CC.OilT); ,• 
24 September ' ' -.-...-..

0950 From 1st 3n 7th-Marinejs - Attach two 75ram guns with 
crews to Amph Tractor';3n for beach defense

1330 .-;.-.•.. From CG to Asst Div Comdr - Ballard arrive Lengo.' Chan-
•;, ,nel daylight twenty six 'September proceed. Gavutu unload
•j- one hundred fifty'-drums Avgas'moorings and two special 
I-/ fueling buoys departing prior 'sixteen hundred same' day X 

Request you arrange working party with boats to land : 
drums expeditiously X Have working detail report to 
Ens.lgn 'Polk X Instruct Polk ;rema'in- Ringbolt: until' 'further 
orders Cub One X Responsible petty officer will. be. .sent 
Ringbolt tomorrow to assume charge subsequent operation 
fuel buoys X Plan stage Catalinas through Ringbolt

1500 From CG to Asst Div 'Comdr *- Select location for Tare
Baker. Roger radio equipment- to be installed.. Tulagi as / 
base naval radio station X Operating personnel five of-? 
fleers ten enlisted X Advise when location available

1630 From NOB to CG - Request air search in Dispenable Straight;^ 
each afternoon^-for subs and report results to 'us before !r 
nightly retirement X CTF62 messages en route by hand X ; ; 
We will commence unloading at 0600 (Phoned from NOB) •:

1815 From CG to.Asst Div Comdr ~ Four enemy destroyers spot 
ted by air X Can possibly reach, this area, two . two. zero 
zero tonight ''•:..

3,925 From.'CG to Asst Div Comdr r- Planes overhead, tonight

2030 .- From 7th'Marines to GG - Fought enemy in vicinity of
our second plane contact this afternoon X Request plane 

; -bomb area'and point out tomorrow morning,X Will.remain 
V on scene X Our casualties'"? dead 25 wounded 18 of which 

are stretchers here X Enemy dead not known due to dark 
ness X Send two cases of water X Puller

2230 'From CG to 7th -Marines - Strong column with, stretchers
•v ;and water moving'out ^before: daylight.-;X Prep four .'hundreds
---overhead at dayli'ghV'to bomb and strafe.,as "you ..direct X 

Indicate, your position and •target X Con.tact planes, on 
3725v.k;C. if 'possible' X Artillery spot. D.l.an.e. pverhead at. 
daylight X Contact' on-; 4510 ̂ kc for fire'missions X.Rein-
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.0830

1815

1925

2010

1910

2200

0737

0845

1330

1330

ANNEX-U (CONT) .

forcements subject your orders X Continue attffcJ or' 
..return as you decide accordance your situation in morn 
ing X .Well done and good luck . - -

25 September

From 1st Bn 7th' to Infantry planes - Enemy has pulled 
out during night X Secure planes immediately.

From Puller.' to 1st Mar Div -. Km taking C and-Hq Comp 
anies.with 2nd Bn 5th and moving on will get-back tomor 
row by shore route. A&3 Companies with casualties are 

. . returning to bivouac

'From 2-5 to Div - Notify 2-11 to set up radio

From 2-5 to Div - Bivouac for tonight organized 210. on 
. second ridge line 1500 yards from artillery concentrat- 
' tion 261

.From 5th.Marin.es to 2-5 Info CG- - What is your-location. 
" What route will you take tomorrow and when shall we 
expect you in

'From 2-5 to .QG- -. Passed through 3 enemy bivouac areas —- 
observed four -small,, enemy groups moving westward capt 
ured, one .enemy, corporal - - .: . • '

... • . • 26 September

From 2-5 to CG- Info 5th Ma^ines - March direction Kok-r 
umbona returning late afternoon or early evening. (Ans 
wer, -to our ,251910) . : . .

'Ballard arrived Ringbolt 0700 - This by phone to Col. 
Twining • ...-- .. - /. • ..''".' —'

From D-3 to CO- .3,^7 r- ..Raiders moving out on patrol along 
coast.. : Will-, reach .point Cruz -today... Be on 1-ookout

From-2-5,-to CG- - Notify ,2r-ll to set up radio

I
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1420

1420

1610

1501

1525

1535

1544

1550

1555

1605

1635

1640

1.730.

2EOO 

2015

ANNEX U (pONT) .- .

From 2-5 to CG- - Enemy occupying Matanikau with MG-s -and 
mortars. Am on this side. Have 6 wounded. Puller

From D-3 to 2-5 - Clarify your position with respect 
Matanikau River. '' Where 'is enemy can you use air or 
artillery. Griffith on way •

From 2-5 to CG *• Inform me if 2-11 radio set £s set. 'up 
on 2502. on listeriing"watch ' " '" '-•":_"

From 'CO-' to. 2-5 T Your 1430 (Msg No. 11) afirmative

From 2-5 to CG- -'We. are on. east bank Matanikau River. 
Unable. .to cross. . Request .plane bombing or artillery 
fire, on west bank up 200 .yards .

From 2-5 to CG- - Request Bn arty fire on west bank -of 
mouth of Matanikau River up 200

From 2^5 to CG- -? Request plane spot for artillery fire. 
Observetion here poor . ' ' .• •'••"' •

From D^3. to 2-5 -» Artillery fire requested will follow 
air attack

From 2-5 to CG- ~ Have over 25 casualties request ambulance? 
by coast road. 100 battle dressings ,•;£/'

From 2-r5 to CG- ^Planes strafing too close to river ''•• 
i i ' • ..'''.

From 2-^5 to CG- - Raider Bn has reported here

From p-3 to 2r-5 - Your 1632 Edson will command combined 
forces in continuation attack

From D-3 to 1st Raider Bn - Your communicationi.memo 
dated 25 Sept in force for Edsoii group tonight. ' Furn- . 
ish Edson copy

From A.sst Div- Comdr -to CO- - Ballard departed 1600. 
Should we send YP tomorrow for' material personnel

From D-3 to Asst Di v Comdr -: Please report all ship move 
ments, to arid from 'ringbolt area to Cactus promptly giv 
ing time '; . • ;
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27 September ' w 

1400 Condition Red 

1600 From 2-?5 to CG- - Need 20' litters and carriers at once

1.656 From. 1st Marines to CG- - Are there any hits near Div 
ision Hq ' • .

1715 From DD to Asst Div Cbmdr -, Tell snore battery to cease 
firing. Same Msg from DD to GG-

... '28 September 

1345 Air Raid - To jo lost 23 bombers .and one zero

2100 From Asst Div Gonidr to CG- r- YP departing daylight to 
morrow,, Patrol Hararo killed 5' Japs no casualties

29 September

1250 From D-.3 to Asst Div Comdr — How many and what types of 
boats can arrive here prior to dark thirty Sept prepared 
for nearby tactical mission .

1330 Condition Red

1450 Condition G-reen .

1900 From Asst Div Comdr to CG- - Your 291250 Dexter.has or- • 
dered 3 WLS 6 TR3 sent Cactus tomorrow. Plus these 
we can supply 4 TS 4 TRS 3 TPS etc

1910 From Asst Div Comdr to CG r- ADC will, make cactus 0815 
tomorrow on YP

2 October; ' ,. , 

0405 Undetermined .number of enemy planes bombed.position

1200 Unit Report No, 56 from 5th Marines
i

120.0 Air Raid ....

.ANNEX U (5)



ANNEX U (CONT)'- ' :'. V ') r 9
1435 ' From Asst Div Comdr to CG- - Any damage done

• 1650 From Asst Div Comdr to CG- - Report of 2 cftnoes or rafts

• 1615 From D-3 to Asst- Diy Comdr - No damage by bombs. Four 
zeros bagged. Your 1430

1820 From Asst Div Comdr to CG- - Boat proceeding pick up
•Major G-ayler will report rescue later

1930 From Asst Div Comdr to CG- - Gaylor now at Ringbolt. 
Will return by duck tomorrow A.M. ; •

3 October
*

; 1200 Air Raid , .

2000 From D-3 to Asst Div Comdr - Prep Fox Afirm beginning 
2100. 9 DDs 1 CA headed ours

2220 From Asst Div Comdr to CG- — Y.P departing daylight to 
morrow with remainder E -Btry llth

.From D-3 to : All Units ^ Msg re Jap night tactics •:

4 October

1320 -From Asst Div Comdr to CG- - Request Duck here pick up 
Hall and Conn rescue both-good condition •

1637 From.2-5 -to .CG- - Lay off Arty • .

1628 From 2-5 to CO- - Have reached Matanikau River. No op 
position. Phone rings open

• -•-... •. - -7 octol'er . • • 

1830 -From 7th lyiX-lne? ^ ?-<5 - Xy .VramarK. pest located at

•2030. ..V:^-:p.,i-D-:3:-t;o-AsBt. Div ^ondr - Five enc-=my de~-;ro7ers oan
"'ar,':,ve .her-e 'rior ^IdniLt.

f|-.f . -.-••.- ' ANNEX U (i



. 6: October ..'•'.. 

0833 From. 7th. Marines to D-3 - CP 7th Marines closed 0830.

0833 ' From 7^h Marines to D-3 - 7th Marines less Weapons Company cleared
regimental, area (Telephone). :'..--•-. • "•

0918 Prom LtCol Cooley to D-3 - Report on Dive Bombers. (Telephone)

1030 From .00 5th Marines -to D~,3 - Advance guard made contact 300 yards east
of Matanikau at 1000 X Estimated JO Japs with one heavy and one light '•• 
machine .gun X D-3 st'.gsjest use .of -artillery. .fire .Before "being involved,.

1100 • From Air to D-3 - lir reports 3 or ^ light machine guns on high ground 
"by Mamara. (Telephone. '-' : • •

1130 From Air fro D-3 •-' Air reports in panel contact Fifth Marines X Air
reports no. enemy s-aen. west nf' Mat ani'kau River X Bomb's .will "b'e 'dropped' 
within next half hour and strafing has "been carried out, (Telephone)

1130 ... From, -Col Edson' to D-3'" first 'Bn moving "forward receiving only' scattered 
fire X Second Bn at 71.3 199.0. (Telephone).

From Air Ground. Net. to D-*3 - Have .strafed area seen nothing of importance. 

Artillery, concentration .on .mouth of Matanikau River. : -

1155 From Baker. . One : Seven to 5th Marines -• Observe' effect of fire 300-yards 
a^ove Point Baker (intercept). ">.••'. -

1200 From 5th Marines to D-r?3 ~ Sedond Bn "5th Marines have reached river X 
Coordinates will "be furnished when available. (Telephone).

l2Ho From.5,th Marines ;to 1K5 - Coordinates cf Second Bn 5th left flmk 70.7 
, 199.0 Right Flank 71.35 199.65 Sending unit to contact «'K" ; Co 3-5 -X

1330 From Third Bn. :7th. Marines -to D-3 - Marine Sniper out 200 yards front
of "I!1 Co 3-7 killed -two. Japs, (Telephone) ' "•••:•'• '"• •'• ' ; ''• ' ' .

From Col Bdson to D-3 -^ At. 1^00 sent- a squad from Second Bn to fork of 
river X Was not fired upon X 2d Bn met little opposition except mortar 
fire X Killed U : Japs washing cloths, in river X 3d- Bn moving ahead slowly 
with orders to have east T)ank of river mopped up "by 1500 (Telephone) .

From Col Bdson to T)^J -r Third Bn still has not reached river line X One Co 
Raiders to reglmerital reserve 5th Marines

: - AOTBX (7)



•6 October' ,. .. '-...'..- 

Fire on ridge .west of Matanikau requested by Col Edson

Prom Col Whaling, to. D-3 •-. Going into, "bivouac on high, ground south of 
forks of river (Telephone) - . • ; . ': • •" . ..'•-.

Prom Col Edson' to D-^3 - Col Sds.on called and. give-location of 7th 
Marines X Is in visual contact.with,Whaling group X Jap machine gun 
post driven up by 2-5 to facilitate advance of Whaling, (Telephone)

. From Col Whaling to D-3 via D~2 -.Col Hunt moving up to -high ground 
"between the Matanikau River forks position just, south river junction 
on high.grassy knoll X Appears as though not able"to get beyond this 
position this evening X This, my "bivouac for'tonight X.Col Whalings CP 
under enemy.probably sniper fire and moving same X Will give new

..position later X-QP.located ."between Jl^-72 and 19.gr199..

1S35 From D-3 t° 7*^ .Marine-s. (Whaling .Group) Give coordinates your Bn' 
"bivouac area.

1830 Prom 7th Marines to D-3 .r- My Command Ppst located at 71.U5 1M 71.U5- 
199.17 X 1800 OP/E.

2030 .Prom D-3'to Asst Div Comdr. -r Five enemy destroyers can arrive here 
•prior, midnight. ...... ....... - ... ' ', ..

. 7 October

0155 Prom CO 7th Marines to D-3 - Need 25 litter and 100 stretcher litter 
men at Regimental Casualty Station. (Believed to "be fake message). •

0800 Prom Air to D-3 - Aiy Spot no activity beach trail vicinity Point 
Cruz (Telephone)

OSOO From Col Whaling to D-3 ~ Whaling Group tells artillery cease fire mast 
concentration effective standby (Telephone).

1015 Prom llth Marines to D-3 - llth Marines report K, L and Raider Co 
..across river, .

1110 Prom D-3 to 3d Bn 2nd Marines, ,5th Marines and 7th Marines. - Report • 
. > situation as of Eleven Hundred X Make hourly reports thereafter.

</ ANKBX (8)



7 October-. . . .. ...... ....

Prom D~3 to 3d Bn 2d'" Mar ices' n .Ample air and artillery available' 
suggest you "blast all probable hostile areas Vef ore each advance.

1155 Prom 5th Marines to D-3'r. Situation report of 5th Marines as of 1100/8.

1200 Prom Ass t Div Coradr to' D-3 '-'Request loan two TBX radios "be used in, 
Operation on ninth 'X Send on yoke prep today if available X .Also, -send 
3 wash "basins. !

1200 Prom CG- to Asst DiV Comdr -'Your lOl'J radios' not available.

Prom Col Hunt te D-3 •*• Have occupied ridge abareast 5th Marines left 
flank X One company moving up rive'r "Bottom XI Compa'ny Seventh Marine's 
moving up to our left flank t

Prom Col Hunt to IH3 r Have. enemy machine gun which is well dug in 
holding' Eight Company along riveri Bell eve machine gun is located at 
70x35-'199x25 X Cann'ot us; a artillery ofa!* due to trocps all around . X 
Am trying to "blow him out with hand grenades.-

Prom Col Hunt to I)t3 -r Notify all artillery ihat w^ are "in vicinity 6f 
conoentration 38/39/Ho/.

Prom Col Ideoii to D^-3 - Unconfirmed ropoirt 'from Col B'ds^'n Advance 
elements of Whaling- group entering Matanikau Village X Warning to air 
group not t "bomb village! until we can confirm. (Telephone),

16U5 Prom Col Hunt to ]>-3 T 5^0 companies abreast on ridge extending 70*0- 
199x5 to 70-r-%7l99Tx5 X One. company, along river at 70x5-198-85 X 
Bn OP located iii rear of aT»ove ridge X Casualties 2 dead :X 2 woiindpd X 
Said station in- rear of company ftn rlver f • : •

23^5 Prom Asst 'Diy Cpmdr to tir-3 -r 'Damaged yok«f prep has made temporary hull 
rgpairs X Will use in epcration tomorrow X Will be, ppf Bible to complete
movement' In on'o night, " " • •

• •'••• ••"'•' •'• i '' ' ; ' : . :: ' : " ! : '••'•'•" 8 Ootolier "-' "' ^" ''' '"''••' """' " "' : ' '

0615 Prom ;Whallng Grfiup to D^3 r- To Tulsa" Blaek 3 X Bequest Bn CF 51/52/53/5U/ 
55/ benaence firing- 0630 ftease firin'g 66*15 X N0 fire thereaftior except \ ''' " '" ' " '•' ''' ' " '

ffrom Spot Plane to D-r3 - Proftt lines aljjtng epn^ntratiipn ^1 and 52 X 
H& Vfhallng at 39. (

;: AMBX (9)



S- 'October '"

1030 . Prom 5th Marines to Whaling Group - Tiring on your right flank is
•'•dire-ct-e'd by us against enemy -salient east of river X-37 and1 75 half 
track delivering this fire.... -. •'""• '" "• '•' " •

1030 From Col Hunt to 5th Marines.and D~3 - Our assault units reached "beach 
at -0955 X Kumber of enemy sighted heavy, caliber gun firing at river 
mouth on our right must be from. 5th Marines X Request they stop.

1100 From '.D-3 to llth Marines; - Movements ".(See message) •

1155 -From"Asst Div Comd*. to D--3 - Ooristruc-tion Battalion and gear unloaded 
when message received~X. Consider advisable finish unloading here and 
tranship CBS-later. • '

20^0 From Asst Div Comdr to D-3 - Request information of-any enemy ships 
approaching, -•:'•..-. ••-.,-

2115 Prom Asst Div Comdr to D-3 -<•' Fuller : with'escort departed nineteen 
hundred Will return'zero six thirty tomorrow.

.2215 From Any or-all U.S. Ship's to GIF 62.- GIF SS.^.U sending X This 'unit 
arrived Ringbolt 0650 Love ninth.

2215 From Asst- Div Cqmdr-to D-3 •*.Your fourteen thirty X Yoke preps' towing 
boats expect arrive • Aola 2330.X Have informed Hill on yoke prep. " ;

9 October

0315 From Asst Div. Comdr to D-3 ~ Transfer -of Rear Echelon of Second- "•'
'Marines. •,-.'•.-.,;

OU15 From Asst. Div Comdr to D-3 - Fired Eight inch shell at suspected ship 
of Lunga X ITo contact.

0800 From Aset Div C.om.dr to D-3 ~ Yoke prepe return from Aola during 'day 
light today'X Request', air coverage.' ' " . ' '"

OS30 From Asst Div Comdr to D-3 - Your zero nine nineteen'X Will send'forty 
rolls yoke.prep tomorrow.

0830 From Asst "Div Comdr. to D-3-->• ' "One yoke prep with four boats 
in towing failed arrive Aola X Request air, search X Advise.

1005 - From Asst Div Comdr to D^-3 - My 100722 search vicinity of Hitchcock 
Shoal southeast end Florida Island,

l,! AOTEX (10)



9 October '•• * A

"1215 from Asst Div Comdr to Dr-3 '•* Missing YP located ,B even mj.les north, Taivu 
Point: has- be^n 'directed' t'o 'Aoia X Kill will cfafry 'out' assigned mission.

.,.,.-: ;. •':. ^ •'•-.-' 10 'October .....-,,.*

.. .

OUl5 Prom Asst Div Comdr to D->^ - Both yoke preps returned one nine zero zero 
, with -fourteen survivors all well X Missing 1st Lt. P. 3. Parks fourteen '/ 
enlistgd. Marines three' enlisted Navy- X E.ematib.ing troops landed one four' 
zero zero X Operations will proceed as planned X Poll-or completed un- 

:. loading and depart s v- two -one' zero* z!ro.
:•'••.':* ;

0900 ..Prom Asst Div 'ComcLr 46 D-3'- Request 'fighte^ escort ̂ 91- four SOG cruiser;. 
•planes, reconnaissance no'rtn •end-Lunga"Lago6n'X Rendezvous Alligator Creek 
1300. ' f-

1050 .Prom Asst Div,-Comdr *to D-3 - YouT.'O^SO" 'X Jour'"SQC planes Task Force 6U •;"
at Tetere X Ordered return ship 1600 X Do you consider advisable they ? ;

'. .m.ake r.ec.onn'aissance Cactus prior return, .. . v : . — . • ,,i • ••'

1100 Prom' D-3 to Asst Div Comdr T Your 1010 negative. '

1230 Prop approximately 1230 to 1500 3P enemy bomlDers and 15. zeros were
reported overhead X Bombs were dropped around' Kbli Point .with no. damage,

1500 Prom Asst Div Comdr to D-3 •"• Pour 50C planes departing fourteon fifteen

1935 Prom D->3 te .Asst '.Div : -Gomdr -? Do liot illuminate, tonight unless in ;case 
of .-actual ho.stlle' 'landing. '• • '''•'• -"' " ; ". ; •;'... .',. ,. -. ._• , ^.-» •••

11 October

Prom Asst. Div C.omdr t'o D^'3 ^ Yoke' -prep- departs Zero six Hundred with 
Col Linscott one hundred cast bakers and equipment X Return Qjyi clork 
Pplakiewlciz Second Marines X No information Keiloturaavia.,,, . -•..".-

' ''

06lO Prom Asst Div Comdr to D^-3 ~ ^° Mines Sweepers and four Torpedo boats 
arrived Ringbolt ̂0530, ^ ;.;•'.- .'..-'•

• . • -•;. •.•--.•- '•••• ''•'•'- ;^- "'• •" ; ' i'' i" '''.''' '. '!'..;'"' ,. -'••'/ 
Prom Asst.Div Comdr 'to--IH3 - Gardner request Amphibian at one five 
three zero. (Telephone) ...

•) . , ' ' ' ' '.-.*''•.-•' •' , - •• • . , t

P?om Asst. Div Comdr- to D^3- -" S<5utherd and 'Hovey arrived aero four five 
five X Departed zero seven zero seven. ..

yrom Asst Div Comdr to D-3 •» One Sail Option Cast landed Oavutu X 
Total here five.

<-' ABNEX (11)



11 October
1656 . From- Asst .Dly Coradr to D-3 •• £*• Stern army here X Send epme^ne in dusk to identify X Lt. Neff here condition well.

. ' From :Ih3- ^ Asst .Div Cp,mdr - Have yoke prep boat search sea vicinity Save Island daylight tomorrow for froat carrying eurvlvprs X Air coverage will be -/provided. • . '

1855 Prnm CG to MTBRON 3 - MeCaVley Zfilin arrive off Kukum zere five four five 10ve thirteenth. . .. • •. - .<\ -.•'.. •.•••, ..•;.-,'• / . ..
2115 . Prpm D-3 to Asst Div Co.mdr - If available ;re.quest: inf grnation regarding pesition and pr^greBfl of McCalla,

2200 Tr^m Aset Div Gemdr to D-3 T Patrol at Boli killed U Japa none escaped Chief Warrant pff icer Harper Rand reppr ted tpftay X Piro SOC daparts z«rp five thirty tomorrow JC Have enly one. unit seven.ty five gun ammunition X Can ypu spare any. . :.•..;'•
22UO ' Pr^m D-3 tq Aest Div Comdr 7 for MTHIOJT J X No friendly shlpa in. area tonight X.Priandly Task arpup via Lengo, Channel daylight v:

12 October
0815 Jtpm Asst Div Cpmdr to D-3 •» Ypke prep two three nine repprts heavy flmoke vicinity ilugll, • •;•. , . .. :• . " . .. ••:,.'• . ' .
1010 Jrom A«st Div Cftmdr t« D-3 ^ Plpat planes departed ierQ six fifteen X: My 122000.

1200 From 1200 to 1^400 approximately 38 enemy ^OBbers escorted by zeroe were X.Bom>edairfi«ad and '.eaused slight iamage. ••..'•••
1810 Prom Asst Div Comdr te U-3 i? Test firing .AA.
1SU5 Enooy artillery opened ,f ire fqr approximately twenty five minutes XWo damage., :•;.,•'"' - ; .-: .-,.•_, • ..-,-..- •; . \\ . ••• .- ; . ' • • •:';;••'•• '•' •• : * '•:•
1955 5Vom D-3 t<5 MTBRbN 3 - No friendly forces in area tonight X Turner now retiring through Lengfl Channel.' ;.
2125 Prom Npnaqp-3 . |o CO - Advieer at 19QO. daily «f ;friendly ships this area.
2250 Prom Asst Div Comdr, to C(J T Yoke Prep departa 0700 tomorrow with remainder ^personnel and material and Jap flaat >iw»>er radio. C Oft. 2^ Mar new BOLI NAVTT. No contact, Shtuid enter your line tomorrow .



'12 October . _".''. 

2325 Enemy '.artillery again opened on positions' around airport X .No damage.

23UQ Prom D^-3 to Asst Div Comdr - Transfer- Inter Battery "and Afirm Tare 
Platoon thir.d -'battalion to Cactus. . ...

v-

... . .'•,;.... 13 October - . ....

0015 From Col' Pollock to .D-3..-. Army not in condition to move tonight. X First - 
Bn Fii st Marines u an move v/lt-hin five minutes notice X Decision desired . 
on pai/roi tomorrow .October 1-U due to new sieving regiment, (Phoned)

OtUO Shelled by enemy naval gunfire from OlU6 to 0360 'X Probably "by battle- . 
ships and heavy cruisers. X.. Slight .damage and. several personnel casualties

025*1 From CO- to All Stations - Be alert' for landing attack. ' ' • • ' ' '-' 

0315 From Asst Div Comdr to D-3 - Torpedo boats leaving Tulagi. :

0315 Ftom 1st' Marines, to D-3 ->. Everything secure light casualties X Alerted % 
Army battalion alerted at ten b city X Other scattered detachments at my? 
"bivouac area X Their OP here. Gates., .'• . . :

OUOO From R^-2 to D-2 an,d D-^3 -, Sound of landing boats r'epbft'ed off 3rd Bn ' 
area by left OP X No confirmed X Adams R^2, ' " • '• ;•

OUlO . From R-^2 to D-2 and .D-3 - Flashes, off to north, and northeast X Appears ,• 
to be naval engagement X Adams R<-2. •' " ".'"'".

OU20 From 1st Eng Bn to D-3 ^ All our- lines are out we can only reach you "by, 
radio/k. .

0615 From Aas't Div Comdr-. to D~3 ~ Second yoke .prep departs zero eight" 
hundred -today "With, anti-tank. . : ',. .

06UO From yth Marines to D-?3 - Report .of 7^h Marines less .third bn X No 
casualties X No known property damage X Regiment alerted X. Sims.

0750 From Asst Div Comdr to D-?3 ~ One, .prep- tare aground probably Savo X
Yoke prep making search to garble X Request air search Savo and report 
location.

" From Asst Div Comdr to D-3 -oPrep tare boat an Tanayutu Point X Request 
coverage,

'ANNEX (13)



13 October

1250 From Asst Div C.omdr to D~3 - Pour prop taro sail made contact with one 
cruiser and three destroyers in channel X Inshore probably one cruiser •. 
firing;X Fired four fish one probable hit on destroyer'baker bridge ( 
put out searchlight on one destroyer X No casualties. . : i

1625 FromD-?3 to Asst,Div Comdr-r From ComAirSoPae to Radio Guadalcanal 
1U0226 X Prep Baker Yoke forty eight .Victor thirty five may land 
Ringbolt prior sunset.

1820 From D-3 to Asst.Div Comdr -.Load drums aviation gas on Yoke Prop boats 
Send over tomorrow in case barge does not arrive. '

1850 From As8t;Div Comdr to D-J5 - Pass to ComTaskFor Six Two X Request one 
Tank Platoon Button to Ringbolt Fag Trans. ' • • .,

2155 From Asst Diy Comdr to Dr-3 - Lt, Dalgish here slight facial injuries
also Pvt Mallone injured X Cast Company at''Suagi for night X Prep Baker, 
Yoke landed one eight twenty X One torpedo boat damaged. i

: .. From D-r2 to MtBron 3 - Reference my 16UO bearing of one Baker Baker and 
three Cast Loves and four dog dogfl is 335 fr0m Cactus. 7

• ' ' . ' ;-'

lU October •-.
".-•-• . i

0010 Received Naval gunfire for approximately two hours X Battleships and 
heavy cruisers fires salvos ranging frpm 8 to lU inch shells,

0200 Flying boat overhead and dropped several "bombs on our positions X No 
damage done and no casualties. . .

0230 Japs succeeded in landing reinforcements above Matanlkau.

025U From CG.to All Stations - Be. alert for landing attack.

0315 From Asst Div Comdr . :to CO - Torpedo boats leaving Tulagi.

0315 From 1st Marines to D^3 - Everything secure light casualties X
Alerted X Army battalion alerted at tent city X Other .scattered, 
detachments at my bivouac area X Their C? here, dates*

OUOO From R-2 to D-2 and D-J -r Sound of landing boats reported ,off 3rd Bn 
area by left OP X Not confirmed X Adams

ANNEX (lU)



- , -.' -."••_ ' •• lU 'October 1' ' 

OU20 Prom 1st Eng Bn to D-3 - All our lines are out we can .only reach you by

0615 Prom -As si Div Coradr to D-3 - Second yoke prep departed zero eight 
hundred today with Antitank'.

06UO From 7th Marines to D-3 •-<• Report of 7*h Marines leas .third "battalion X 
No casualties X No known property damaged" X Regiment alerted X Sims

075Q Prom Asst Div Comdr :to lH'3 - Enemy observation 'plane circling area.

0755 Worn Asst Div Comdr to T>3" - One prep V&f'e aground probable SayoX
Yoke prep making search X' Request air search Save and report location.

0800 Prom Asst Div Comdr to " Dt3 - Prep Tare b^at on Tanavutu Point X 
Request air coverage, • .. . .

1650 Prom . Asst Div- Comdr -i;o D-3.- Pour prep fcare sail made contact with 1
cruisar and 3 destroyers in Channel X Inshore probably one cruiser firing- 
Pired four fish one probable hit on destroyer X Baker "bridge put put''' : ;

~ . .-' searchlight on one destroyer X No casualties. ' .

1625 Prom Dr^3 to Asst Div Comdr T Prom ComAirSoPac-.to Radio Guadalcanal. 
1U0226 X-Pr-ep' Baker Yoke forty eight victor thirty five may land 
Ringbolt prior sunset. ;,

1820 Prom D-3 *0 Asst Div Comdr ~ Lftad druins aviation gasoline ..on Yoke .Prep 
boats X Send -over tomorrow in case barge does not arrive.

185° Ptfon Asst Div Comdr - Pass to ComTaskPor Six Two. X Request one tank 
platoon Button to Ringbolt Pag Trans. , .

2155 Prom Aest Div Comdr t« D-3 - Lt. Dalgish here slight facial injuries 
also Pvt. Mallone injured X Cast Company &i Suagi for night X Prep 
Baker Yoke'- landed one eight twenty X One torpedo boat damaged,

Proa D-2 to D-3 - To ComMtBron 3. x Reference ny l6UO bearing of. one 
Baker Baker and three Cast Afirms and four Dog Dog? ia 335 from Cactus,

• • : 15 October

0220 Pr©m CG to All Ships and St'atitns -^ Receiving heavy Naval gunfire 
" , s1|ft»tlng 0150 Love X Com Gen 'Sends "

06U5 Prp» JLse-t My COTO&B to Pr3 - PBY departed Tulagl.

(•• AM3X (15)



... • ' ' 15 October '....'-' i '>,',' i -i '§ '••'*'- : . ~ ',- ••-.•••

0905 •S'ro'in D-3 to Asst Div Comdr - Pilot and Gunner of friendly plane on
near Florida. : ' ' '

1030 . -Prom Asst Div. Gomdr to i D~3-'Cast'Company Second'Marine's departed Suagi' 
"zero'six-thirty. - -, . - : -'' .,••"•-- -.-•••

1055 Prbm..GG to Asst Div Comdr •-.'.Division will 'stand continuous'watch on two: 
three: .'eight five •'as--emergency^frequency.'' ....'• '":'

•" l • ' . ' ''::
1215 • • Proin CG to Asst Div Comdr - Despatch Yoke Prep with avgas to arrive ?;'

• Lunga Lagoon repeat Lunga Lagoon at twenty thirty tonight X Tank F 
: ' Lighters and working party wilr-"be ready X Protect move" with Prep tares,,

" . .'«""' '.'"'"

12Uj From Asst Div Com'dr (;2nd -Bn Second Marines) to D-3. ~ we are now at Bon^-i
• Expect to reach .Bu-gle.la^e"this" :-afternbo'n'Xf Request*'division have .;'•
bivouacs and chow ready for us. /'»'.'•

1305 ' . Prom Asst Div .Com'dr to'D-3ri -Enewy: «hip;s retiring westward shall we 
. "-two Yoke^ Preps with gasoline./''• •' ' ' " "" '' . '

1355 : Prom Asst Div Comdr; tb.-D^^'r- If practicable return Cast, Company on Yoke. 
• :Preps.- .- /•-. •.:':'-.' ; '•. • •' ; • "-••••- •• '•'"..' '. '- " ' ;•

- lU07 '''Prom Asst Di'v •Comdr to D-3'~ W-e 'have"*picked "up-Pilot R'buse ixear'Zoli Xi ; 
Killed wh'ile coming in X Have patrol come up and meet UB.

lUl5 Prom' 1st Bn Second'; Marine's to D-3 - Leaving"now."

1U50 Prom Aest DivComdu to D-3 - Cast Company expect to reach lenaru this 
" afternoon X Request Bivouac area and afternoon meal'for 92 men.

173° Prom. Asst Div Com.dr to D-^3 ~ Need our Tank lighters unload Yoke Preps.

1900 .Prom CG $b Asst^Div Comdr - McParland arrives Hingoblt or Cactus as 
.conditions, permit 09% love tomorrow-. '

19^-5 Prom Dr-3 to Asst Div Com'dr -* No friendly vessels these .waters, tonight 
except Yoke-Preps, •'.'•-•' • - >; ' ." : "

2006 Prom Asst Div Comdr to D-3 - My 1530 and 1630 not complied with X
•Awaiting, _, ••-.;:'..•,• ::';• •' •'••"• - ;; ' '-".''

2D35 ^| Jtom CG to Aest Div Comdr - Radio-at NOB has secured. (Sent to Dexter)

V ANNEX (.16)



15 October

2130 Prom D~3 to Asst Div C«mdr •=• Cast Company bivouaeed here until tr^ns- 
portatipn available X One Yoke Prep on reef;

16 October "

0012 .From CG to.ComMtBron 3 T Vireo with "barge tow escort Meredith arrives:" 
morning sixteenth via Lengo Channel X May arrive night of fifteenth, £

• • ••.".. • V.:
0600 from Asst Div Comdr to D-3 ~ Ona yoke prep atandoiied off Lunga Lagoon it 

Other with garble has safely returned. " 4
. . • ' •$ 

0655 ' From D-3 to ComMt Bron 3 - Any sign of enemy transports last night, |

0705 Srom Dr-3 to CoraMtBron 3 T |5arii9st possible arrival Cactus Vireo and I 
escort noon today.

.JVom Asst Di v Comdr to D-^ -r One Yoke Prep abandoned off Lunga Lagoon jK 
Other with Prep Tares safely returned (Correction to No; 3. f

1835 Jrom CG to Asst Div Comdr T Send Yoke Prep "boats to assist McParland. ,

1850 IVom Asst Div Comdr to D-3 -^ Yoko 'Prep arrived X No casualties 'X 
damage to super structure by shell fire.

- - ' • • ' " '

1855 Prom D-3 *° ComMtBron 3 - Prieldly surfact vessels may "be in area

2200 Prom 2200 to 2330 enemy planes overhead X Probably four motored glyinjg; 
beat X Dropped eight bombs later returned and dropped eight more X No ''-: 
damage and no casualties, ' ' ' ;

17 October

00^5 From Asst Div Comdr to D-3 - Do you desire Pfc Clark general court
martial prisoner and witness tomorrow X Request six thousand Aspirin 
tablets' X YP with 125 drums field wire remainder Cub personnel majority 
material departs 0700. •

oWl-5 Prom CG to CTU 6U.5.1 - Liaison Officer will hoard on arrival Lunga
• Lagoon. :.•;•• • '•••••' ' •• '. V' • ' ; • •

1300 Prom Asst Div Qomdxr to D-3 r Zero gas X One boat out of commission
?' '• ^ engine trouble one eight- aero' zero gas 'x Gas capacity three zero aero •

* zero X Will advise when last two boats are in operation.

'J AMEX (17)



17 October'

13U5' From First Marines to D-3 - One seriously wounded in First Marines X 
Large.'.oil- fire near Lunga bridge, . .....

13^5 Seventeen bombers were overhead escorted by zeros X Positions bombed
with-no., damage;.';.' :• • .• ' . ... •.

1500 From-'-'lAjE^'t -D:lv •Comdx "to. D-^3 - One. boat'out .of .commission no'torpedos 
. hull ;d.gma;geil no gas'X'Oiie "b'oat in commission no" tp'rpedos two three 

zero zero gas One boat temporarily out of commission salt water, in', 
gas four torpe-dos two zero 'zerv»v " ' . ,

1830 Fi^m 'Asst.' Di't Co'irflr to'D-r-3 - ,5»5pO gals ,avgas in. drums available to 
you X- AdT-tSM dcm .Aclv 'Nav -Base' 'X Serid •? ? ?; T. X One YP will be. out : of
se"rvt^ev'-bomorrow: and 'next day. ''."•''•• '' '•'• • •

''

18UO . From"-ARgt-.Div Comdr to D^3 - Yoke'.Prep b 6 at' was directed by Dexter not ' J- 
to x'atitrn exyept when ordered by Cactus, X. Have ordered ammunition X ':'• 
Insti-Lictions and Dgm?oyV.gi°ed'to'unload. .• .... . • • /

1S50 From D~3 to ComMtBron 3 - .Friendly surface, vessels may be in these . • . 
waters tonight. ' . •" ' ."'' • •••""•• -. ° ' • • • -'

2355 Shelled '.for : approximately fifteen* -minutes by ; enemy surface'craft.- , 
'•• .. Probably two-destroyers* ''•• '"'''. ' " "•'.•' '."•''

•.".""".•'.. "'•'••.. ' • 18 October ..,,,,.. ..... . •• \ '•.-..

0235 From D-3 to OomMtBron 3 - Are detonaters available there X Hone here X • . Johnstown'sends; '•.>.. "".' * "'•' ' '.•"'' "" '"'•'•' "'"'.'.

0310 From Coml/ttBron-3--to D-j.r" 'Correcti-on"on my 15UO X ComTaskFor six two X 
, . Request two four ,torpedo;impulse'charg'es now• o'tf "board Joseph Staton be 

shipped Ringbolt by air. .

1055 ',. From' Asst.Diy '• Comdr- -to'-.p-^'- -Pa's.'s .to \ Jam'estown-.X 20*'depth'- charge det 
onators fifty four torpedo detonators are here.

1130 From Asst Div Comdr to D~3 ~ My one seven sixteen hundred X Lt. Polk 
request .Button-be, notified amount of vgas ,her,e,,A

1225 • From Asst Div 'Comdr to D^-3 - F~orty three hundred twenty five pound 
, ; depth charges with hydrostatic'.and';ijristantahe6us contact fuses 

- 'available on McFarland. X Advise, ;,

(IS)



18 October

1300 Sixteen bombers' escotted "by zeros were overhead and dropped "bombs on om 
. .-:• positions X "Slight damage and several personnel casualties*

1810 Prom Off to : Asst Div' Comdr - Eight torpedos on hand X' Feasible to shift,/; 
.'/: from one boat to another X Expect to have boats with torpedos in "M 

commission by tonight X Will advise X Jamestown does not .repeat not haVt
any torpedos. . r-

!>,i
1920 Prom CO to Asst Div Comdr - Friendly forces may be in area tonight X •'• 

Two friendly DDs Lengo Channel daylight. H

2115 From Asst Div Coffidr 'to D-3 - Three MTB in commission one with four 
torpedos two with two with two torpedos each repeat X Repeat ..

.19 October ,

0215 "Prom Asst Div Comdr to D-3 - Prep Bak'er Yoke with LtComdr Painter civil 
engineer USMC flew in seventeen forty five X Three wounded Jap aviator^ 

... :'....-. picked up X Will send to you when physical condition permits. -'--••---•• -V

0800 From Asst Div^Comdr to ."D-r3. ^ Yoke Prep departing zero seven zero zero. $ 
Request Cast Company be returned' on same.. . . /?;•

1SUO From 3rd Bn First Marines to D-3 " Enemy artillery fire interdicting ,- 
road X All telephone communications to the rear are out.

1922 Prom Asst Div Comdr to D-?3 - One PT has bent propeller will carry out •- 
mission with two Prep Tare's X Request air support X. Illumination not ..:. 
desired. -Montgomery, ' .•''.' ... ... . ." . . . : .- ..'•.: ''/•*.

f

23UO From Asst Div Comdr to D^3 ~ Yoke Prep _departs for Cactus zero seven
hundred twenty October with ammunition three Jap prisoners and rear 
echelon Third Bn Second Marines. . . .-....•'•.• .

23UO From Asst. Div Comdr to D-3 - My twenty hundred X Se quest air coverage 
for Yoke Prep tomorrow. , '" " ' '..''.

: - •-:•'•• • • -20 October' : ' 

0655 Enemy, range increased X Everything all ready quiet now. McKelvey

§735 Srom 5th Marines to D^3 - Patrol of one platoon from Third Defense Bn 
(Pearohing slopes and ravines to south of Matanikau road forward of 
oocoanut grove and MLR that bn will be dispatched 0800

AMEX (19)



083? •

1000

1100

1900

1910

1910

1920

1925

2000

0120 

03PQ 

0900

. ''•'•" •••••' '.;. 20 October

To D-3 - Am receiving light and heavy artillery fire to rear of my CP X 
Telephone Tine out X Everything else quiet. McEelvey..

From Asst Div Comdr to D-3 -Your 0721 X Barge will depart about 1050 X 
ComSoPae has ordered, tug "barge depart Cactus dark will cover with Prep • 
Tar e. boat s''X- Tug will radio Div-Ue.t for. orders.

From 1100 to 11^5 several flights of enemy planes including one flight 
of bombers were overhead X Dropped -tombs in water to east of our positipj' 
with no damage.- . . •• ]

'•"•*• ' ' '• • •-...-

From Asst Div Comdr to D-3 - Patrolling two Tare Prep boats departs for : 
Mandolian Island thence east Point Siota. investigate presence nightly 
float plane or sub reported by. natives.'. . ... .....

Prom Asst Div Comdr to D-3 -. Barge departing noon". :

From Asst .-Div Comdr to D~3 - ^P boats carrying oijit mission observed 
nothing X Friendly Prep ..Baker Yoke bombed Jap area 'machine gun fire 
observed on 'shore X Blinking light observed southeast tip Savo directed 
toward Crietus-X At present no bpats in commission.

From Asst Div Comdr to Dr-3 '- Two Prep Tare- boats, available.

From MtBron 3 to-D-J •— Two- have be.nt propellors one has clogged fuel 
lines X Will advise when in commission. . : ' '•."'."

From CG to ComMtBron 3 - Two friendly dog .dogs may be in area tonight. 

From D-3 t'o -Asst Div Comdr- - Prep .Fox Afirm all night. •

Several -enemy planes overhead for approximately 30 minutes dropped, about
16 bombs with -no damage'';'. .....•-.

.' "..''.,'-'''' 21 October . - • . •

From 'Asst -Div^ Cbmdr to D^3 - For...GoiQAdvlTavBas9 X Facilities for-: staging 
PBTa ready ' - ' -• - • •''''"' '" !"'':; ' '" '"' "' : ''

,Frpm 'AsBt\Div^-J3bni.dr ;to p-3 " Requeat Air..C,qveragQ. zero six hundred for shipment -aSrg ' '" " ''''' ''' ' ' ' '' ''

From Asst Div Comdr to .D-3 ^..Sleminole departs .daybreak for Cactus with 
250 drums avgas X YP with 110 drums 2 WLs with SO drums and TB with 
Jeop and equipment for 3rd Bn 2nd Marines departs 0630 X 21 cases 
malaria request atabrine X Request 100 batteries TA.

(20)



21. October

11 30- '•,;:•:.; Seven enemy ;.bombers ^is.bqrted "by zer'6s attacked and bombed' positions 
around airfield X No damage.

. ' :.••- - ;: ,. .::.- - . .1922: • From D~3 to ComKtBron; 3 ;: ~ Nicholas Jamestown Copra arrive Cactus day-
light tomorrow X No friendly surface vessels tonight, . '• • ' ,

2100 From .•OG; to :.As?t piv..Comdrr- Come "to 'Cactus tomorrow prepare to stay five-.' days..- ' .-. ;.-..•.-•. ... ...•_••. '.--..•• '" ..' . '' , ' : '." " '' '. • •' • '•''•

2100 •',•';• ]Troin; Asst 'Ely .Comdr 'to p~3. ~..My' 2000 message of ' 503 drums avgas on 
Seitiinole £ teeniest return WL'and'IH. today,'

••. •'...: -- ;;;• , '.' .,.'.,' 22. October' ' . . •'''. " ". '

03Uo Prom AsstDiv .Com.dr to; .D-3..- Patrol to garble still out no' contactX
Patrol to central Florida out on twenty one dash twenty two garble 

-'••:. are .boats available. X One will., garble two zero zero zero X YP already 
loaded with gas will depart on garble zero zero tomorrow ammunition 
twenty- third. . ....". . '

2315 From Ass tDiv Comdr. to ;D-^3.~ Seminol.e departs for Cactus daylight with 
;.. . 500 drums- avgas IP one. hour, later with J5 and. 105 mm ammunition X One 

PT on nightly patrol. ' ' . ' ' • •
:••••/ '::.'•-' . ; • :: . 23 .October . . ...

0936 From MtBron 3 to.; D^3,:~, Prep Iar,e patrol returned, no thing to report X • 
At present, two boats .in commission, one with four 'torpedoes one with twp 

.. : / . Soth boats :thre:e .thousand g.as... .. . '

1130 At 1130 seventeen enemy. bombers escorted by zeros were overhead and 
- • ::. attached and. .bombed .positions. with. no'. damage. .'

2220 From; Asst .Div Comdr , to D^3:'";.-^Q(lues ''' &ir coverage for Seminole to Cac^vi 
'.':.••': zero", six. zero zero tpmpr-row. , . . ,.

--,"•. •• .'.:• :,. ..••-..;...• : ;; .-,;.2U October.

0010 From B-3 to Asst Div Comdr - Embark one rifle company with five days' ' 
rations: two.. units/ fire in Trevor as guard for reconnaissance party

1200 From.^ Asst Div.. Cprodr;t.p;I)-3 r-B.oats.returnpd fromPatrol X First "boat 
; si:gh,ted...:§E.-. -arc light ., In. ^ayo..'Sbun:d" 'he'ade'd for it .light disappeared no

vessels sighted probably submarine X Sporadic machine" gun 'fife' from 
..-.:..* beach out of range X Second boat, npthihg to report X Six boats in com 

mission two two zero, zero gas each two one torpedoes.
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25 October

0155 Prom ^g to Asst Div Comdr - Pass, to Jamestown and ComMtBron 3 35 Enemy
. sub expected "to attack Ringbolt tonight.

i -..-.' ' ' ' *• 
From Ass.t Div.-Comdr to D~3 - Request air coverage for S.eminole and Yokj 
Prep to Cactus, 0600. ... \ . .

Prom CG to Asst Div Comdr - Two unidentified shj.ps "bearing three zero
nine fro m Lunga Point. . ';.:i .

j.015 Bombers escorted "by number of zeros bombed positions around airfield wJ 
slight personnel casualties, . : |' :

1535 Prom Asst Div .Comdr to D~3. r- Possible Sail Sail sighted in vicinity o£ 
hostile ships during morning engagement. . - 4

1912 Prom CG to Asst Div Comdr -r Summary X Two J.ap tanks, destroyed west flia; 
.Three Hundred Jap dead south flank X Yesterday twentiy zeros two "bombe'l; 
Today nineteen zeros six "bombers down X One Cast Af irm three hits onqf ) 
Cast Love one hit "by Sail Baker Dogs X Priendly surface near to strike.
••-... • . ' , : ' " V

1700 Enemy flights of zeros and "bombers overhead all day X Only bombing raji<
at lUOQ X No damage 'no casualties. . ''/J 1

' ' i',! 1
26 October . . ;•'•

H30 -Prom Asst Div .Comdr to D^3 ~ All boats returned X Boat west of Cactus 
sighted three Dog Dogs at zero one five zero Love which approached ; ; 
from westward then retired X Ho other contacts X One boat now on Coral).; 
Reef at Ringbolt hull damaged X One boat has cracked cylinder center-' i 
engine X Pour boats in commission X Seventeen torpedoes X Refueling ; 
boats low on gas X G-as consumed on patrol four thousand gallons.

' Prom Asst Div Comdr to D^-3 - Will send Capt, Boardman Army men "barrels; 
and belts on PT tonight X Will depart them at dark X Request meet them' 
Now have a hundred 'drums avgas and two hundred 100 pound bombs X Can •: 
supply fifty 'thousand fifty caliber links. if desired X My 251332 X Was! 
Amber jack X She departed 0200 this dater

Tvro -enemy bombers were overhead for approximately fifteen minutes 
dropped bombs with no damage.

0800 Prom Asst Div. Comdr to D--3 r Prom 'boats on patrol X One boat fired o^ j 
Jap artillery fromPoint Cruz believed three inch gun near miss X One ; ;j 

•**-•" 3%' boat returned from patrol at twenty four hundred engine ^rouble X 
boats now in commission X Lt. Hugh Robinson.
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27 .October

OU15 ••• \Two enemy bombers were .overhead for approximately fifteen minutes | 
dropped bombs with no damage, £

0800 From Asst Div" Cflmdr to D-3 - 3*0« boats on patrol X One "boat fired on tf 
Jap artillery from Point Cruz believed three inch gun near nisVx Orie-lb'r 
returned from patrol at twenty four hundred engine trouble X Three boa*^ 
now in commission. Lt. Hugh Robinson. . . •• &\

. . ....... ..V

2220 From Aest Div Comdr to D-3 » Patrol to Tanabuel zero eight zero zero '{ 
twenty eight October to pick up aviators X Prep Tares on nightly patrol 
Yoke Prep to Aola with fifty men at one seven three tero X Patrol *to w$r 
Florida going out on twenty eight October X Oen Bupertus. ]\

• 28 October •"'"•'..•• ' "• " . •" '- v .'

01^5 From Asst Div Comdr to B-3 - YP with 8^ drums avgas and aviators picked 
up at Tanabuli Lt. King USMC comma Lt. Per en JG Par en Masters USN rad|p 
second class forward departs for Cactus 0600 X Forward wounded in legal; 
PTs on nightly patr.ol X Lt. King reports one BB sunk 2100 25 October $|i 
Isabel .from B-1J bombing. ; • . . . . . r̂ .-!

0^30 Enemy bombers overhead for approxliaately thirty minutes dropped bombs vjj,! 
no damage, , ... 'I

0715 From D-3 to Ass t Div Comdr - ; Sent Arthur with sufflelent Headquarters ft 
operate tactically and battalion at once X We are sending fourteen 1 
Tare ramp and two Tares to assist X Situation irapreved and hop to hit •'•.}them. " .' • ' ' • ' • : ' • .'

• :- . ' . • ' 4

;'•'•'••• • •.'-•••• ..•'.-.:. 29.. October. . . ... • . .

OUOO Two enemy "bombers overhead at OUOO to OU20 dropped several bombs with n$ 
- •'. damage; .'•'••;; •-. ,- . ..-. •:.-. ... .- • ...... . .. . . •/.,.'. • - . ; '•

0630 From D-3 to Asst Div Comdr - Hunts Battalion needs rest X Will exchange 
him for remaining battalion soon as possible.

0900 From'. Asst Div Comdr to D-3,. ;-, Three boats on patrol X "Ohe^bbat fired on 
: from Point Cruz by 3 inch near miss X Bright flare seen about four milef 

east of lunga .Point X 3Q°° gal ions ga? expended .X Four boats now in ' f 
commission.. ......... .,••:., '..;••.••". .•""'. -.."".. . .'' '". ' . "": ''.'''

From D-3 to Asst Div Comdr -. Hunts Battalion leaves zero seven thirty tc 
•'*-'* row X Send Hills Bn by return 'trip 'of boats X Send Yoke Prep with *<-.:<?* 

troops to arrive early as possible X Hill to leave all oamp and galley 
equipment there.
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30 October •• : : •" . : : : .'

0225 Prom Asst.Div Comdr to D-3 - Prep Tare patrolling off Russell Island •: 
reports a. hit on Dog Dog now dead in water between Savo and Esperance.-,-'

1300 Six enemy dive bombers esco.rt'ed by.numbet of zeroes were intercepted-IS' 
miles north of Lunga X Enemy Jettisoned •their bombs and fled. ''•'' H'

'• .' " ' / " '/*.• .^i. October ; " . . . : . ^ ... -• i;

OUOO Enemy plane overhead for approximately twenty minutes'dropped several 
flares.over field. , .. . . •-....-'

1650 Prom Fifth Marines to D-3 - Have planes strafe 500 yards further west t?' 
avoid friendly troops X Edson, ' • .-*;•

1930 Prom Aola Group to D-3 -. To Lt... JBuckley X Ringbolts checked in X Twenty, 
enemy.' killed' by police' were balance of Garwusa ..Party <X Isimotp .still %| 
large X Police 'r-eport' four-tVelve 'seated Dingies aeen'fdve .days ago. flyf 
hundred' yards up'Nalimbiur' tracks left- west bank's and j-o'ined old enemy^ 
trail also five man Jap Patrol seen Koli same day. -Clemens. r't-

',_•'• '- ' ' .. ;.. • ; «• i ' * ' *' '< •- .'•>"• i -* - ; - •, ,';•
2200 Prom Aola" Group to D-^3 - Arrive "Saugi X Killed two Japs one prisoner X": C, 

native wounded X Request, transportation for prisoner and na"tive X ~" 
answer immediately. . „ -. ^ , -..«-... .«•.-. < - .

• f .' ' •• t ' '• , ' .. - /. '-'\ -'-'•" • • 
"' ' . •• • , - ' •-•"•' 1'Novembe'r : ^. . •',' ,. . , ..... .'.-.,, '.'•_.. -'••:.'

0535 Prom Aola 'Group to" D-'3 ~ Give time arid« place arrival boats X "Hurry.

1100 Prom Col Whaling to'D-3"- To' all'concerned X What objective is Edson not
pn X Whaling. . .**.'• .•-'"' ,'. «•-.-.'-. ' - • -,,• . -

1100 Prom Col -Whaling to.. D~3''-~ "to •• all cbncerned X • pian. see Edsons men about 
1'200'yards to 1 north'"X* This- Gr.oup^ait' 69.6 dash^ 199,0 X Whaling-.;, ":«,. •

1100. Prom D-3 to Whaling Group - Edson-on'. Option one preparing to move to 
Option,two.' . '' . ...'_' , ,. • ..-.-,,,

1123 Prom D-3'. to'5tii"Marines"-"Whaling Group*moving to Option two'at eleven .thirty;-' •/'; '" '-"• 4 " ''•"•' ~ - : "" ' '-' ''''-"•' : "'*'---' -••-'• --" :: ' J -' ''- •

1223 Soth as salt "'units. on^O-1 X Casualties 1-5. undetermined X Estimated 10 pe 
cent-enemy'-group .one'hundred at artillery concentration nineteen X -Ex 
pect jump off for 0-2 at 1230 , • • -

1235 Prom 5th Marines to D-3 r- Request, artillery concentration from 1220 to 
1230 on 19, 18, 30, 32 X Lift at 1230 and interdict next concentration 
west.

<2U)



" • ' 1 November . . ...;....:•

Prom Whaling Group to D-3 - To all concerned X What is Edsorie present 
' position X Whaling.

, . _ ! .

1U25 PromCG to Whaling Group - Edsons position thirteen thirty line 68.0 - j ; 
199.5 69.2. - 201.0 • " :.!

.' ' " ' ' •'*•'• •

2020 -Prom CG to Whaling Group - Move north at daylight and take over K> ne of 
action 2nd Bn 5th on option dash two X They are attacking toward Point.
Cruz, ' ' . ' : '.''". ' ' ' '. ' : - •' •

2 November • . .' -' • . • i

0725 Prom D~3 to Whaling Group - 2nd Bn Pifth Marines being used to mop up bap 
of Point Cruz X This leaves nobody in 'the left battalion ZD ne of Pifth ! ; 
Marines X Move your group into this oie and take it over X Begin advance 
to 0-3 when in position.

1215 Prom Whaling Group to D-3 - At 1200 on option two X Have contact with
Second Battalion Pifth 'X Staying in positionpending development of Point 
Cruz action X What is present situation X Whaling.

1222. Prom D-3 *p Whaling Group> Stay on optio'n two for present X Second
Marines passes through Pifth when Point Cruz cleared out X It will attack 
along coast in column battalion on front of four hundred yards X Protect 5 
its flank. . •..'•. ' • - . t

1307 Prom Whaling Group to D-3 - Believe have located enemy artillery piece
500 yards west of Option two and 300 or UOO yards south of beach X Requess 
artillery fire. ; ; i

2150 Prom 2nd Bn 7th Marines to D-3 - Am in position X Hanneken.

" . ''' v 3 November -. J - : ' : : •' ,- . ' - •? '••. ..... ' -

12U5 Prom CG to Second Marines - Whaling Group — Third Bn' Seventh Marines 
attached Second Marines X Col Whaling return Division Headquarters,

Prom 2nd Bn 7 th Marines t6 D-3'- One cruiser one- troop ship, and one DD 
landed troops three thousand yards east from Metapona River X Battalion 
was in position one thousand yards west of landing' in battle this AM X 
Enemy had several field pieces making my position- untenable. X Moved west 
of Metapona - Hanneken. '

Prom "2nd 3n 7*h Marines to D-^3 - Due to lack of ^.communication with Divisi 
, an<5t enemy forces moving into position between Zoli Point and Metapona Riv 
and tired condition of men ho rations for evening meal am now weat of Kol 
Point X Request boats be sent to Koli Point to pick up 24 casualties im 
mediately and food sent to Bn X Notify departure of boats.
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3 November • • ' " •• ••

1510 Fr"<bm CG to 2nd 3n 7th'Marine's - Air has been instructed to hit everythfc: 
east of Koli Pioint.X Delay enemy to maximum extent X Boats are on way,;.

1520 from CG to 2nd Bn 7th Marines - Sims and Puller will, join you by boat £ 
Watch for .them X Keep .us informed your position, .••,-•'• ••.!

1720 From 5th Marines to D-3~- Ground southeast Matanikau Bridge X Uth Infajj 
on high ground southwest Point Cruz X 17th Artillery dispersed between! 
second village and kokumbona X 38th Div east of Tenaru X-Overlay being^- 
forwarded by runner, ' ' ;

17UO Prom 2nd Bn 7th Marines to D-3~ Planes are. bombing us stop them X Our;
• positiorwest of Malimba River,

1800 From. 2nd Bn 7th Marines to D-3 - Request all planes stop bombing unti!}, 
things, can straighten out. .

1810 From CG to 2nd Bn 7th Marines' - One five fives will fire east of MalimJ) 
:River at twenty hundred X If possible report artillery spot. ' '>-

1830 . Prom 2nd Bn 7th. Marines to D-3 - My present position extends' along Mali
• fromsouth for a distance of UOO yards south' and then west UOO yards thl 

to beach at Koli Point. ' ' ' '-,i

1900 Prom 2nd Bn 7th Marines to D-3~ Planes dropped bombs too -clone, to our
position on the Malimbu also on our position on the south flank X Sevey 
planes fired machine gun fire into our position X One man wounded. ;

. U November•

0820 Prom CG to Asst Div Comdr - San Prancisco Helena dog dog bombarding eas 
Koli Point X Have San Prancisco plane spot.

0835 Prom CG to l6Uth Infantry - Seventh established position mouth Malimbu 
. River to 9^ l6 dash 201,65,X Patrols to east and south X No contact.'

1130 Prom 7th Marines to CG - Have encountered enemy small .number west of 
Malimbu-River and south of position X Whaling has been-informed,

llU5 Prom2nd Marines to D-3 ~ Our own planes strafing .our man.

l6UO Prom 7th Marines to D-3 ~ To Division Surgeon request arrangements b4 j 
for one boat detailed to Seventh for evacuation service from Koli

'•-•••' 
Prom l6Uth Infantry to D-3 --.'To Commanding General Rupertue X Am at
dash 198 any information reference to direction of attack.

•' ANNEX (26)



5 November ' 

• Ho messages

••'-''• •• •' 6 November' : ' '• ^ ' • ; - :

2105 From l6Hth Infantry to D-3 - Third battalion at Koll village X No ratiori 
CoirtJnunications with Marines only "by 288 X Please try and contact us "by ; 
288 setup X Col Hall. . H'

10UO Prom 09 to CO 2nd Raider Bn - We are .pushing enemy back to line of • ?' 
Metapona "but location his main body uncertain X You continue present .; 
measure to establish contact with enemy X Will send one battalion 
reinforce you for attack on enemy rear X You specify date and point of ;•' 
landing and provide coverage X Time of landing should be just after 
daybreak on dab e set by you. - ' . \ : -

• - • "• ' -7 November ••••••. ••'•' . •-•.•-•• •

0715 From CG tn CO 2nd Marine Raider Bn ^ Have been unable raise you by radio 
Our watch continuous on 3725 and 2325 Kcs X Current SOI calls and cipher? 
device key used X Traffic will be broadcast to you. at intervals during ^ 
night X Answer by radio if you can. •• " • : .- •#'••'

0857 From 7th Marines to Asst Div Gomdr T Frist and second battalions have ; 
crossed river and now occupy line on grid 77 between grids Il6 and 117 X 
Continuing advance X No opposition reported to this point X Am moving -: ;7 
command post forward* : .... .'>

.,• •' • .•'•••••'' 8'November •• •'••• • •'• ••-.-•'-. • : . •.•••••; - • :

0155 . From 7th Marines to Asst Div Comdr ^ (intercept) 2nd Bn reports small . 
i '.-". • enemy tank near mouth of Metapona River X' Request ^aviation-drop flare to 

assist in destruction of same.

0730 : From 7th Marines to Asat Div Comdr ~ (intercept) Commenced advance 0600 X 
Second Bn crossing River X Will be followed by first battalion X No 
evidence of tanks by daylight,

0800 From CG- to CO..l6Uth Infantry -? Inform General Sebre relieve .General 
Rupertus at once in command forces operating east X General Rupertus 
Returning due ' to illness, ..'•••.•• V:' •: ;• : - :: . '. : . ' ;

1330 From 7th Marines to Asst piv Comdr * 1st Bn encountered enemy force at ..-.
80.7 T H5.6 2nd Bn moving north to beach X Artillery fire delivered by 

£•• •-;'. eneaiy.

1535 From 7th Marines to Asst Div Comdr - Reinforcements requested should be 
sent in "by boat X Pullasr wounded.
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...'.- 8 November

From 7th Marines .to Asst Div Comdr -^ Request, aviation support "beach 
vicinity SO.g - 115.5 X Friendly troops vicinity 81.7 - 115.'3. < r

From CG to CO 2nd Raider Bn - Japs hold position near beach two thousand 
yards southeast Me t ape na.'River X Hanneken attacking from east others :'• 
from west. . ;

1550 From 7th Marines to -Asst Div- Comdr - Enemy gun is located on "beach •-* 
position "between Sl.O- 80.9 along "beach line. -

1700 From 7th Marines to Asst Div Comdr - Rush boats, for casualties immediate 
500 yards vest of Metapona. River.

• " ' ' ' . .'.

2200 From 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 - Patrol reports enemy in Suagi patrol destroy
was at Merende and five new rubber boats with outboard motors .mouth of.'3
Berande Siver X Request you try garble my rear echelon send boat with '•'•)
food. .• . . . ' • . . •'•',:

9 November . • - • • ; -.

1230 From Asst Div Comdr to D-3 - Request additional boats be sent to Koli 
Point to assist in evacuation l6Uth Infantry.

1658 From 2nd Marines to D-^3 -.Knock off all..bombing and .strafing.

2055 From CS to CO 2nd Marine Raider. 3n-- Give .geographical description your 
position X Lay out panels -for plane in morning where shall fee send boat 
with food X Seventh has nips surrounded two thousand yards east of 
Metapona. . . , ' .

. •.., ' ' . 10 November '•'..-. : ;
' ' i

0735 From 2nd Raider Bn 'to D-3 - Food arrived and I have moved to Biniu prop?
to operate ; towards zero one nine from southeast, on information native
scouts unless otherwise directed. '. ; .

1205 From 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 - Our location Biniu on west bank Balasuna (tJ 
E south hat of) Tetere D~two map one zero two X Haye food to include 12;. 
Send food boat that, day to Suagi X'Am sending strong patrol to reconnoil 
east from Tetere X Two more, companies due today, ';

2050 From 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 ~' Reference map No-, one zero three four loca}<: 
' ^ eighty five point five dash one thirteen point five X Patrol contacted; 

Hanneken today X Tomorrow will have patrol in area between garble 7^.5 - 
13 point and Second Bn and One Sixty Fourth X Four companies now with m-
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'11 November

1130. From Aset; D^iv Coradr to D-3 - One of my patrols now engaged with'strong 
enemy patrols employing' mortar.s machine guns 1000 yards west of burned 
plantation about 81 — .112 X Am concentrating.

1130 Enemy bombers escorted by zeros were overhead X Dropped bombs with no.

1630 ' Prom Jth Marines to D-3 •*• Easy Co reports enemy columir moving west fror: 
Asamana a point 78. 12 - 109.109. . • '

1800 'Prom Second Raider Bn to D~3 ~ -Enemy force estimated one battalion lo-r •
caked in bush vicinity .79*7'"- 13»^ X Our lines located east and south-'

'•:''" of enemy X Request air support this point, and strip four hundred yards
north and south. . .. ',;

. ' I'

1815 From 7th Marines' to D-r3'~r Urgently in need of boats to bring troops-to- 
west side of Metapona X Mb other means of orpssingr ••

igiO Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 - Following to Rear echelon (See message)

2000 From 7th Marines to D-3 -. Coxswain YR P 10 ^ 20 refused my R - 33 to ;• 
assist, in ferrying troops Metapona River and returned NOB X Heed for 
boats urgent. ' .-•-.• . : ...••...,

2000 From 2nd Raider Bn to Dr?3 - Our base out guard killed Nip approaching pi 
trail from zero four one papers show he was set from Fourth Division •' ; 
probably zero one eight contingent X Native police killed another at 
zero.one eight Jiesterday. •"''

. : • ' - 12 November 1 • • ••.' -; ' ' "•.' : -

0825 From CG to 2nd Rat der Bn - G-ive coordinate map one zero three where boai 
desired. •

0825 From 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 - Patrols' vicinity of Asamana.

0925 From 2nd Raider Bn to Asst Div Comdr - Friendly troops now operating in 
. . vicinity of.-79 - 113. : - " •.-••- : - -•.' ••'•.. , : -

1230 -From 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 - Boat desired 82.3 •* 115.U-. ! 

lUl5 'Enemy. Torpedo, planes .attached-.ships iri< 'harbOr with-slight damage.

m* 1610- f From 7th Marines to D-3 - To Division Field Hospital X Eight stretcher 
cases arriving beach Lunga LagoOn at approximately 1630.
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12 .November • ';

1730 Prom aid Raider Bn to D-3 - Advance "base now at seven eight point five <f| 
one one three point four X Killed three Nips on arrival- I Evidence Easy:
killed seventy here yesterday. '•-•'•'•.;. ' ''i

2010 Prom 2nd Raider 3n to-D-3"- Request artillery fire be kept south and eas 
of coordinat.eB. 73 - '^-3 £°r nf-xt hour X Have patrol approaching from .no'p 
east. -•••••__"' . .' . . - :-

2025 Prom CG to 7th Marines - Inform your artillery Raiders request fire be K 
south and east; oi' coordinates 79 ~ H3 until 2100 to avoid hitting patrq.

13 November '•[

0010 Prom GG- r/o CO 7th Marines - Carlson reports as follows X Reference frier} 
artillery fire X Large enemy force believed locst ed in next draw on soufr 
of woods 'X- Seven nine point seven dash one one three.and approximately .;£. 
thousand yards .south of here X Smoke seen within draw bearing one six fij.' 
from seven nine point five da'sh one one three-point three and; distance '4 
about three dash four miles „ . /r;

0825 • Prom CG to 2nd Raider Bn - Instruct all unite lay out panels X Air strife 
on way X Indicate direction target'with panel. . ':;•!

0952 Prom CG to 7th Marines - Friendly troops at 78*55 - 113.^ X'Raiders.' '.'':. 

1020 Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 - Direct artillery to cease firing. :

1025- 'Prom CG to CO 2nd Raider.Bn and 7th Marines - Enemy patrol actibility - : 
reported by Engineers- vicinity new bridge lU.H - 201.U. .

1027 Prom CG to fth Marines --Cease artillery fire. ' . ;

1030 Prom CG to CO 7th Marines -'Are there friendly troops your command vicinj 
78.5 - 113.U X Raiders asking. . ..-.'.'" ' \

1032 , Prom CG to 7th Marines' - Lift barrage one thousand yards X Raiders 
request. . ' '- -. .

1035 • I"rom 2nd Raider Bn to ]>-3 -, Enemy.force estimated one company in woods
vicinity 78.6 - llU.U X Request air support other groups on east and west

1037 Prom CG to CO 7**1 Marines - Raiders report enemy force estimated one - K 
company vicinity 72.6 - 11U..U X Other "groups on east and west. ?:•

»rom 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 ~ Priendly troops at 7S.55 ~ 113.U.
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13 November

10UO From 2nd Raiders to D-3 -r Situation too critical where I ain X Will repoir| 
for conference as soon as practicable. .. . ••-...- , • J

1055 Prom 2nd Raider Bn. to D-.3 *• Enemy group Relieved in. tush at 77.5 •'- 113^7 i : 
Artillery search recommended, u.

1100 From C.G to CO 7th Marines -» Raiders request artillery search in ."bush at ' •••
. .. :, 77.5 T U3.7 "... -• ' ,. ',;- •' .. • '.'. . '" • .'.. ."".'• ',. .' ...".;.. . . ;' t

llUO Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 - Tell artillery to not repeat not shorten rang
••>"*.

llU5 Prom CG to 7th Marines - Tell artillery to not repeat not shorten range,,"

From CO to CO 7*h Marines T Carlson reports four hundred Japs at 78.8 r ' ••": 
llU.2, moving northwest, :

1230 From 2nd Raider Bn ^o B^3 TT Body of enemy troops estimated to be about
UOO moving on bearing 312 along west bank of Metapona River in vicinity .' 
of 78,8- 11^.2 X Friendly troops in village other small groups moving 
against us from east and northeast. ,

1300,' From 2nd Raider Bn to .Pr^r Reference artillery fire X.Map reference 77>3" 
llU X Excellent continue sweeping back neck of woods from north to soutS,' ''

. . .
1305 From OS to CO 7th Marines - Artillery excellent at 77. 3 - 11^ X Continue : 

sweeping "back neck of .woods from north to south X Carlson sending, ','•

1310 Fro^m Off to CO 2nd Raider Bn r Sims says no friendly troops vicinity 72.5" ' ' '

175Q From 2nd Raider Bn to p-r-3 ^* At 1515 attacked by enemy force estimated two 
companies which came out of woods off map about 77 • 7 ~ 3-l?«S X. They- retup 
to woods X Casualties unknown yet X These woods circled and strafed by 
aviation,

1800 From 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 -r Your 1110 X In last 2U hours have killed 15 N
; messengers and foragers and two officers X Appears., we are. sitting on. JAR X

Fip' rendezvous this area X Believe presence here prevents union two force
TBX batteries low men 3 days., no .sleep so will move back tomorrow and come
for conference X Planes and artillery did good work. ',' • '•' : . . . • . ; .... . • • 1
From 2nd Raider Bn to Dr-3 r- Killed 3D Hips in afternoon engagement X 
Still killing (Strays). -

lU November 

ITo messages
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15 November 

•' " • • • -Ito : messages . ' ' ••

16 November ;.

0150 Patrol cleared pur, Nip marauder base today at Voutea five miles south bj 
, .west from Sirjx killing five and capturing large quantity' of ammunition.'! 
Supplies and documents Cma relieving pressure on natives X AH except ;• 
Fourth Division^

, ;.^

Prom 7th Marines to ciruX Eai der 3n - Your one 'five two zer6 one five X 
Patrols negative X. Am.-patrcling south and west of Metappna today. ; ;

-From 2nd Eaider Bn to D~3 - Movement to 78.7 - H3»2 completed X Two : • 
' Nips &tr anglers killed enr.outs X.llo other sign of enemy at present. . : ;.

1525 From 2nd Raider 3n to D-3 ~ Eequest boat be at Seventh Marines two sever
'at ten -hundred, tomorrow .one -seven Hoy for one wounded X 'Will come in fgj
confarsnoe on same boat X Desire return same day 'if possible. ' • '\

2130 From 2nd Raider ;Bn to 7th Marines ~ Eeference your 1828 coming for .confj 
ence as indicated in my lUU^ X Does your 1828 mean that you do not want' 
me to send patrols out tomorrow.:

. '17. November ' .

01.35 From 7th Marines to 2nd Eaider Bn - Eeference your two zero one zero X\ 
• Send out patrols . • \ ' , ' '•

1025 From 2nd Eaiders :to D-3 ~'"'Se quest thai BHCO at conference bring one TBX 
generator cable on return, .

1.8 November

0830 'From .2nd Eaider Bn to D-3 - Our patrol moving Volinavua X Our -patrol
• • ''moving .south on east .bank of Metapona Elver X Patrols moved out a.t zero 

seven one fi've X Inform. 7th Marines*

1755 ' -From2nd Raider Bh to D-j - Patrdls followed Nip trail three days from 
' woods at 77'. 3 - 1'lU.U- to Engineer bridge on Malimbu- thenc-e- south along 

east bank X Dead bodies and .abandoned equipment along trail*

21 U5 'From 2nd Eaider Bn to' D-3 - .propose to irtove"-by bounds 'to upper T'enaru X
^ -Tomorrow will scout camp site in vicinity of seventy four point six das'i

: - one one three point- zero X Plan move base there twentieth November '

ANNEX (32)



19 Nov-embqr

2327 •( Intercept') Possible Sub off Bongana and am investigating. !

. .. ' • "••'"• ;'• 20 November " ' • ' :

1 • ' 'No messages ... 

..:••: • ' 21 November

0930 Prom CG to 2nd Eaider Bn - Obtain Enfield .being sent 7th Marines OP by : 
"boat this morning X Natives report Jap battery half mile west Bare Knob t ,

1700 (Intercept) Investigate and attack enemy submarine 7 miles northwest of;;'/ 
Point : Gruz X There is friendly surface vessel in vicinity, . .

Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 - Per Capt Plumley rear echelon Aola X 
my -one eight three' nine November one nine X Three officers and sixty thjrjj 
men now at voliiiavua awaiting transportation to Aola arrange boat earlie£ 
practicable. .>. %

•'••$

21 Uj Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 - Heqiest that natives who located battery wes^ 
of Bare Knob- be sent to me as .guide. '• • • - d

. '• ' •'• • • •'''•* 22 November. : •• ^

1015 Prom 2nd''-Rnider Bn tp 3-3 -r-.'-Plan to .move east to-morrow twenty three - {'• 
November to vicinity -of-'eight, three point three dash; one .nine six point:* ; 
zero 'X Retfuest that'- two 'trucks -'report to meet tractor ferry today to asipj 
in transfer of supplies. •-•

1^W35 From 2nd Raider' Bn to D-3 -r Woods and Nimmer passed through Asamane at pr 
two five 'zero on return trip. • • . • ,_

1835 Prom G& to'CO 2nd Raider Bn-? Your Afirm company disembarks Lunga Lagoon 
tomorrow X Advise, present location your base ?

2010 Prom CG"to 2nd' Bn 7*h Marines •? 2nd Raider Bn - Friendly patrol proceedir 
Volinavua by boat this morning to inspect airfield sites along Metapona 
River. ••':•' . • • •

; _ . 23 November- : ..... •• •'••'•

1755 Prom 05" to 2nd Raider Bn - Pir'st' Marines will have three day patrol' south 
along Lunga- c6mmencing tomorrow.' ' - - -

* I ' - ••:•-•:-
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. 
2U November

200Q Prom 2nd Raider Bri to D-3 T Patrol a operating today to, 80,0 - 195»9 end- 
to 80»3 - 192.0 X Large "quantity of abandoned : equip'tienl} found in vicinity 
of SO. 5 - 196,2 X Tomorrow patrols will Operate up ihe Lunga and in theU 
direction of Bare Knotu ••--'•' •••-•••••••.:'•• ^

25 November

023d iineiny plane overlie' a& for one hour dropped several "bombs in the' vicinity
Of the airfield,, ., ' . . - f-

1800 Special Intelligence report r ! To Dog two location per map reference 1738 
have planes quit strafing Maravovo to Vera Huex X May hit us X Drop us ••:. 
cigarettes X Tell planes; to look "before shooting any men, • 1}

26

1000 IVora '05 to Ail Unites1 : ~' Effective this-. date the Assistant; Division , .. 
•Commander will 'a« state taetleal oo»mand of all: USMC ground units located'. 
within the' Luriga Point' par Im'eter:, ..-,-• ;;.-...

2130 Jrom 2nd Raider Bn to D-^- 3 T Patrol today destroyed following enemy r 
munitions vicinity 80.H -r 196.0 X 3&000 round 7.7 MG X 500 twenty MM 
shells X 51* rifles X 8 land mines X 31 rounds 75 MM and one 37 MM gun.

27 November

0330 At approximately 0330 to 0*400 enemy plane was overhead X Dropped; several 
"bomb's 'in vicinity of Lunga Point- X No damage reported* . ,. . ! .

1732 From Beaufort Patrol to D-3 - Send planes to boinb and strafe Maravovo ' 
,-, .. immediately X Inside edge of coconuts X Maybe OP .X Have seen use X

Troops can lend Baki ; X Q-et J^>s in 'Pincers X. Planes, not. lpcated ;.yet X. 
Any orders X Will you send plane to bomb» •

0855 ?rom CG to CO Americal Division --Please accomplish necessary relief and 
direct Colonel Jeschke to move Sth Marines (less third bn) to Lunga 
Point X Necessary to completed' -by sunset 29 November,

1030 TromCG to Americal Division' -^Preparatory 'to further operations in the 
; . . direction of Zokumbona it is requested that 3rd Bn Sth Marines be

directed' to' Und;ertak'e actlvfr- operations- to 'rthe; s-out^i and -southwest of 
'i" : • their present positions in order to clear this area of all enemy forces," " ' '"

2030 Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D~3 ™ &un position located 3000 yards east of right 
angle bend in Lunga River X Gun evacuated X Destroyed quantity of ammun 
ition killed two japs,
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f
29 November

OUOO At approximately zero four hundred an enemy plane was overhead X Dropped 
several bombs with no damage. ; , . i ..••. • '•.. •"- . ';.;

2000 Prom 2nd Raider. Bn to D-3 - CP located 7U,0 - 190.6 X Also garble are je 
aerial photograph with grids from 10U super imposed north give instruct^ 
'for food drop tomorrow. . . . . • ' '

30 November - - <2
.'••'''•'' '' ' . • • . ' ' . ..*

1810 Prom 2nd Raider'Bn to D~3'- Located south bank vlciniby 7U.O - 192.22 X; 
Hit small group killed 25 X Captured one. YS^m one.. 37 quantity small armg 
cali'bp.r supplies X Suggest air search bombing north of river vicinity ;'£ 
7M-.0 -' 192 C,55 desire, drop when practicable more follows. 1

- * -' ' • 1 December ... '. . ]..

03^5 Enemy plane overhead but no bombs dropped made several runs over field
before.'retiring. .. . ..... • • • .'

0930 Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 " Prom first drop we recovered one and one ha|: 
sacks of rice, . : ... . . • •!,

.,."•• : • • - . i

100U Prom 05 to 2nd Raider 3n.-r Communicate with plane overhead on thirty
thirty seven. '•

1832 • Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D-^3 : - Mopped up this area today killing ten more $ 
Csp/bufed material include.s large quantity medical garble food munitions 
two sWords many documents plus that previously reported X Wire fromgun 
position ends here X Tomorrow my patrols scout Nip trail 'to.northwest 
Diaries say food arrived.here twenty eight.;. . ' ' •' '

2130 , Prom 2nd Raider Bn. to D-3 -. CP now on Makknin. trail which passes south p: 
Kumbula for Matanikau X This bivouac held two dash three battalions X We ; 
surprised, rear, echelon of sixty killing. thirty five: X Others fifed'to bus) 
and. nbrth'.across, river X My. men need., rest, before returning X Suggest-we ; 
remain'here two days and scout' trail to north and west X Propose return , 
via lUTTibula. '.-..:-

2. December .- . ;. •.. •• '

0910 • 'Prom CG to 2nd. Raider En - .Commence return movement three December X Kee^ 
"•• •' • us informed as to' routes arid movements. . . .

"<->^» 3 -December

0735 Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D-3 - Hold native carriers for our arrival X Where 
do you wish us to rendezvous on arrival.
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3 December .:

. 0;800 Prom CG- to 2nd Raider Bn - filleting area 1000 yards sou;bh Alligator • 
Creek X Fifth Marines will mesa you X If this noi desired establish 
"bivouac in palms betweeii Tehafu and Block Pour.

U December .

0850 -From CG- to Americal Division ;~ Please '-direct 3d Bn 1st' Marines 'to rejoii 
the regiment at Lunga Point, .in order to/prepare for offensive operation^

0950 ; 'Prom CG to 2nd Raider Bn - Your zero eight hundred negative.

1100 Prom 2nd Raider. Bn..to.P-3 •? Encountered sniper ambush X Resistance ovejr- 
.come X Pushing on. X five bastards 'less X : We have casualties. :-

1200 Prom lUyth 'Infantry .to D>3 -? Request twenty four cases .thirty seven mnv .
, cannister for :K61i Point area when notified of approval X Captain Baker

. will pick up.

:.;..-. •• - . ... 5 December-. . • '•

OSOO Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D~3 ~ Request a truck "be. at bivouac south east of 
'.,.-...•.• " Second 'Bn Seventh Marines at. . 0-800 ..'' • -•••••••• . • .

0815 Fr°m 1^7 *h Infantry to D-3 - GG Army forces requests 3°° .1'olls barb wire 
, 1000: loc X Pickets 2000 she r.t .pickets for Koli sector.

0825 Prom 2nd Raider Bn to D-3,-*-;,We are again in contact northwest of last
nights bivouac X Have you any information regarding enemy forces this '
locality. . . . : .... .; . : .:- • ' ••...-•."•'

•0855: -•-.;• Proin- CG- 'to CO lUyth Infantry- Craft, reported is friendly.: •
• . : .'. - - ' • •••*:•.'' '^' • •' ; . ' ' • I

0830 . Prom 2nd- Raider Bn to D~3 - Dog dash three jeep is here X Got stuck in 
mud X Will return as soon as. .practicable,

1735 Prom- Malaita Patro.1 to D-3 ~ Dog two X Meeting native carriers today X
:.:•••;- Iii'-;bu.ire if pefmi'ssable we ..o.f i; er- two-- -shillings' PB r' ,'day 'XvS.electing more 
.-.= -••;.-,• ^permanent' wlre'less .site .X .•.•.-.••'-• ...••".- " -''•'- ' ' '. "

ISlU Prom 2nd Raider Bn..t;c i.D~3 ~ Oiy three trucks have arrived &o

"... ...—•• ;"-i"T ••••:• • :" '•' g December '

.w Prom Malaita Patrol to D-3 '-• Dog two X Succeeding well X Will work or, 
south side far as Cape .Hunter tomorrow X May need plane escort X 
You may expect us Wednesday.
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t f
6 December

1S15 Prom Mala.ita Patrol to b^3 ~ Bog two X We have six guides fot Kokumbons 
and Matanikau area X About sixty carriers may get more X.Send escorts '; 
planes to Cape Eunder eleven o'clock Monday.

.7 December 

Ho messages
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ANNEX' V

; " . .RECORD OF EVENTS 
- '•.- '. SECOND.MARINES;REINFORCED - ' .'•'/..•' . ..' .' .;;

September 1 - September 30,- 1942

1 SEPT.' - Continued work on- defensive' installations, • c'oor'dina,ting 
defensive fires arid' sighting- tactical wire"/ Disp.a.tched . 
small; c/ornbat patrol, to' FLORIDA.^C'SLAND*.

2 SEPT: - Continued, work on, defensive installations and preparation 
of -Battle'; GvP{'.,' 'Patrol returned from FLORIDA ISLAND,, 
having killed, one. jap;' other. ja.p.s '^s'naped-in mangroves.

i^f' TTI .-VK-t- f] a V-.V ' /rf CJaXr^yi/^ 'T2~a'¥^r o 1.^ r\n'' "h h, •f-i 1 V nrrrri

grour.de 
raid: al 
ALCANAL

J. J. y O , W J. X^/WJ. ^CA. U O ^J, W 011,^.^1.0 U ' r; j.iu, ^ j, J- UXiTi^.O. . c,i:. U , J-LJ L>W ,

d-'tn^'SbutVier'n .Cro:s.;.. reef during.'the^ni'glit*.^' Air '• 
.ert -at np'ori f pllb'wed by. bbmbihg at.'iapk, o.n : '.G-UA,Dr'.-'
.-' a T -f^-Pn ol ̂  ' " •' '• •••-•• •' '. -* > .. - - "'••'- ' ' - '''"airfield'.

3 SEPT. - Air alert' at 0900. GOiitinued reorganization' pf ;pbsition,g 
vacated by Paratroops;- _" 3'URR00G-HS ?ff .-re'ef'. at. .'dusk......'....'.-.
proceeding to- GUADALCANAL i./FOiiAl^HAUT "arrived. :., Received ... 
copy .of. order., dated August -29 j .establisiting, a' '."Raider-' 
Battalion" composed of .units of '.Second' Marine s, . Rein 
forced rear 'echelon;,' ' '; ' ' '•'..'. ... .. ..'•'' '•-.-•

4 SEPT'. - continued, coordinating machine.gun -fires.. Work, progress 
ing on tactical wire\ '•Commenced emplacement, of/under-'. 

•:.w'ater obstacles". Combat patrbl -'of thirty men under com-
•:•>: •:' •• •;.• man'd o.f Captain M. p.. Ryan, Third Battalion, Qecori,d Mar^ 

inesf'sent to. FLORIDA ISLAND pursuant .to infqrmati-on pf. . 
a Japanese detachment 6n'the'north c6.a.s.'t''ih the" vicinity'' 
of' TUMULIG-ONU.'" ._ '. . \. • ' •-•;'• '".-'..-•" ."-•.'- '.•••.-.

5 SEPT; - Five: Japanese' ships- entered bay'.'and"a$ticked. G-UADALCANAL" ' 
during night.; • ,'vork .continued on '.all .defense, .installat-,. , 
ions. G-enerai; Vandegrif t' f lew to. .TULA/G-I. ..fo.' spend the. '....'. 
night.. Air .atua'ijk"on GUADALCANAL...^at :;hp'on', ". :'. .'. "'.'"""

6 SEPT. ~ f Cap-tain'- Ryan__and/.patr'ol 'refu'fne.d fr'bm/ FLORIDA.'ISLAND^ .' " 
- -'.Negative,results'due'. to'"shi-fting' of Jap ''detachment'to ' 

another location... _ 'G-eneral .Yande.grif t returned to G-UAD- .' 
.ALCANAL' by al^V ''"Wp-r'k• -'gt^r'ted' on n.qw' dock "in ..vicinity. .
of CHIN AT OWN.; ;.... ^:'j\ :^ ';''].". ;, ..;=; ,.;:.';...:.... .•: "'.. .•'':;'.;:'..''.. '"• '. ..;-

7 SEPT. - .Continued^nb'riiia]: 'work,- r^utin'e.V ' .'G-e"neral"..G-eig.er..'..bver; "f or..,-..,
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8 SEPT. ..-- FULLER,. ..BEliLATRIX-.and" five DDs In harbor,- .These- ships
. attacked with .bo'mbs at:. daskyby. two:: small 'Japane.se planes. 
No damage.'- -Ships got under way and stood out after 
meeting Japanese attack 'with anti-aircraft fire, .Manned 
••bat tie, C.Py at'. 2110 on:; report that one Japanese... cruiser 

• .and, .ten, destroyer's were headed, this. way. : ' '• . . •-.. .

.9 SEPT.;. - Knight- spent -in battle >C.PV •"' Japanese attacked TULAjj-I," ; 
••'• . .. harbor by shellfire in cohjuc'tipn with' star shell- and 

s'earchlight illumination, •.. commencing -at ; 0030 / One of 
two- YP. boats returning .from • -GUADALCANAL. -hit 'and set .afire.' 

: This ship 'beached oh southeast end of • TULA-u-I. - Japanese 
attack, continu'ed'-approxlmately 30 minutes,.- .. - '•'-...,;-'.•.-• :

- • ... .... ..;; Continued normal work on all defensive ! installation's;
interrupted .by air raid alert and bombing of GUADALCANAL 

..between 1040 and .3.2.10 ./- The -FULLER and BELLATRIX rer . . •- 
turned at 1630 and- 1 unloaded until -1900 when, they," departr-. • - edv : ; '. ; •'. .' : • "•- '' '•'•' • • ' . '- : - - - r- • '-' . ' ' • . ••••' 

'ii . . .. . / • -.. • • - -•••'•
10 SEPT.. r- F'our ... Japane s-e ; de s trdyer s t at tacked •T'ULA'j-i - harbor at ap- 

. ' ' .proximately 0.030 ' by systematic . shell-in g--»of 'harb.Qr in;...-.. 
• . conjunction with searchlight illumination;,. Again shelled' 

'.' " • .IP beached on, 'southeast end cf TULAG-L, destroying same, 
Over.s inf licted- hits on': Seo.ond .Battalion positions --in 
rear, that -vessely ' Thirt-een- casualties, two serious,-.. • . 

. eleven minor, .suffered by personnel ..'of Second. Battalion .. 
, as'' a result of -.'this .attack. Shrap-n 'el. 'landed, on ' >IAKAkBO-, 

• . / - '",'occupied by "L" ;Comp'any, Third .-Battalion,, with no cas- ., 
.'. . - • ualtie-s or serious -damage. 5" battery opened -fire,

• Air*, alert at 1145. Twenty-six Japanese bombers and eight
•fighters passed over TULAOI, This -flight .taken under 

, fire by the 90mm battery ,t 3dDefBn,' -which was credited '.- 
'"with -destroying one bombeV ? . Three bombs dropped in. .this, . 
'area without damage. Bombers continue^. ito.-a-ttack- ; . air 
field. at ' GrUADALCAMAi.. . .Dispatched patrol- of nine -men . in 
.charge of Sergeant- Fred J,.H^rtin>- '!L" Company, .Thirds. 
Battalion," to attack Japanese pos'Ition at-' - HOG-ALU on'

-V..,' . FLORIDA. 1 3LAND, ' . : -- "_ . .'.'/'.''.= "-". -'. "; :' ...,-/"., r

IISEPT.- Normal.. work -routine continued. 'Interrupted by air. raid 
, -alert,, and bombing attack on - GUADALCANAL.. at 12.45.. ...Sgt. 

.' ,,. .Martin -and. patrol returned, -having dest'r^yed' Japanese
- -.- .- • ... v detachment . Killed four-;' -no casualties' to : his 'own . !

patrol, .-• -. , -.- •.'.. / . • ••... •-.-•• . •-. • . ' :
-••-•.,-"'•'''"" ""/'..

12 SEPT.-, Moved Regimental •&,-?. to ne-w -Ipcatiori at "Bishop's Houses- 1 ! 
Continued normal davelopment -of ' positions* •• Air alert - 
between 1130 and 1205, .• • -. . .' <
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ANNEX V (CONT)

13 SEPT.- Heavy-shelling of GUADALCANAL -by ;J.apanjy^s^'fac.e' force ;
at 0005-. 5-in'ch batteries here illuminated to seaward"
in-attempt' to locate 'ships off'shore. '.No ."contact. Two
airra'id, alertsv'be.tween 1000'-"and 1230 and/1335 -and 1430.

. - Japanese' surf ace force', again-shelled GUADALCANAL at 2300*

\

14 SEPT.- Japanese .surf ace-' attack on ^GUADALCANAL continued .until ' '• • 
' approximately 0100.:; Heavy land fighting on GUADALCANAL' .

• ' apparent'. f.r'c'm.-' OP. Orders received' to dispatch one 'ba-t- 
- . ••.. talio'h, to GUADALCANAL as 'quickly as •possible. ..Started . •. ; 

- -- movement o'f Third Battalion, Second. Marines. Company ."I" 
' embarked. taboar d.' YP at. 0730. ,'

: FULLER': and BELLATRIX arrived at 0800 'arid commenced1 
unloading;' ''Airraid, alert;-. at 1000 at "which-' time . the' 'FULLER

• , . .'. ' ' and BELLATRIX got. under ' way and .stood^ou-t ,. • Second air 
raid '.alert;/ at 13.30; ..-.The FULLER and ' 3ELLATRIX returned

- .. and. continued unloading,. '.until 1745 'when the third 'air' ;
raid: warning was received. Both snips got. 'under way 

,.r- • -taking 1.75 troops, ..members .of working. parties >•-. , with them. 
Manned., battle .G .'P.. • at . 1900 ""in. expectation of another. Jap- 
..anese surface raid. ' FULLER and BELLATRIX ''and- escorting 

,. destroyers 'attacked- by • hostile aircraft' ''without damage.

la SEPT.- Secured from battle 'positions :at 0630.'- Continued t-rans- 
.' •• .fer'of Third 'Battalion, Second Marines via ¥P. Air alert 

.at-. 1035, Secured OP from TANAVULA' POINT on FLORIDA ISLAND. •. - . . '. - -. ;:.'.:? "••• .-.- -. . i
• ' . ,'i •#-••'*•'.'

16 SEPT.- One -Jap prisoner .brought in by native patrol".f rcm- FLORIDA
ISLAND. .Continued, coordination o-f machine gun fires and 

. - ., development' of 'defensive'' "installations"'. Air alert. a.t : .
•:•-•' • noon, . Transfer 'of ' Third Battalion,, less two platoons,

completed.. . " . ' ,

17 SEPT..- Continued' normal- development of def ensive-installations . 
Dispatched' reconnaissance 'patrol from ^GAVUTU, under Se 
cond .Lieutenant H; A. • Hay-es', 'Company "A" , SdPi.onBn-,., tp^. 
examine the. HALAVO'TENNISULA' and;' 'observe entrance to f: '"*.._ 
SIOTA PASSAGE' for': evidence of enemy activity during hours

....•_• • :, o-f. darkness. 'Enemy, suspected ;t'o be opera-ting motor boat . 
in thi.s area.. - : • '. , . .-

16 SEPT,.- HALAVO .patrol ; returned' wi.th ..negative results, • T;.his • .. . 
.;pa'trol.*aga'injs.ta-tioned-.'.on tip ;of HALAVOJ-PEMISULA 'with" 

. two 37iam. guns..an.d .one ,50' cal. machine gun "'to inter 6ept : 

. suspected enemy -motor -bba.tv D'-ispatGlied -combat pa'trol; of 
-'twenty men .under comrnan'd-: : 'o.f Lt.W'vF. ' Sanford, "F" Company,
Second Battalion, to- VAT I LAUA, ISLAND to secure • seven jap-
a/nese. . aviator s 'r'epor.te'd .. the're>'-': -'Jhe ..patrol .returned .in 

,.1'a.te afternoon .having captured- :six' -'and killed- oh'.e of the
'aviators-. NO Ma.rine casualties, • . .
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19 SEPT.- Combat,patrol ; of pne'pla.tb.6n accompanied by native, guides 
under.- -command 'o'f..Lt, J.Hi'^ G;lanahan> '." C".. Company.). First"'"... 
Battalion;]'dispatched to ;»HJiitJj" FLORIDA ISLAND, t a attack". ;_ 
thirt.y-nihe-'Japanese^ reported In. that., area.-.:.: This : patrol :.'.. 
killed--sixteen Japanese'-and-.wounded one, ;-One''native.';guide 
killed by'escaping •.•Japanes'e... 'Np ^Marine casualties'.^ \ Cap.- 
tured f.ire rifle's 1 , two" swords".,' and mi so ellarieou's. document &• 

'•• :' ...and'materiel, .Enemy, surface .vessels again .attacked.. '".' 
'•;' .' GUADALCANAL during'hours of'darkness. " '." ' "•

20 SEPT.- Air >.aid" alert'at 1030.. Amphibian Tractor platoon under .. 
command; of Qag-t.' -'J. T. 0' Nell! report ed . from. ESPIRITU '...' '.,'„'•. 
SANTO "via 'GUADALCANAL for ; duty-, . Combat 'patrol of t went $•*-.* 
three men under'.cbmiaa-nd. -of Lt, J.3/H... V/i.ckersham, .'-'E 11 -'' ..... 
Company, • Second Battalion, dispatched to-''.the ."T-OA area ' .' 
to capture' or destroy.' eleven.. Japanese" report.ed concen- /'.'.. 

: -''trated-' there. ' • '•'''. •;- ' " - "'

21 SEPT.-..The-TOA'patrol returned-having,killed nine (9)' Japanese, . 
No-Marine casualties. -Captured'.materiel, .iudluding 1 
LMO-, 4-rifles, 2 swords,> '.and ,amniun-il5ion.. • ;

22. SEPT.-"'Reconnaissance patrol under command of L't.V Le-inwe"b'er, -' : " ••• 
Bn-2,' Second Battalion, sent to search HALETA PENNISULA. 
Results negative. . .--..,. '. • .... -..-.. •.- • '

23. SEPT. - Lt Col Van--Ness located 11 , Japs'at .HALAV.9..".'Japs, retreated,: 
' ." ;'to jungle when party approached beach f ' : .Reconnaissance""'

patrol under .coniiiiand of Lt. Kelly, Reg,,..Weapons.,..Company, ..- 
sent, to search HALAVO-HE'LETA-areav , Results--negative^ -:.'•,'•-.

24 SEPT.- Combat-patrol 'under/'command; of Lt. .W, :.Mbrris,; - "G-1 ! Com'p- , . 
any, ;-Se'cond' Battalion,.' sent,.; to 'Southeast 'side of FLORIpA "" 
ISLAND to'-contact'reported-Jap detachment .an'd secure' .. 
three Japs reported-t© have been captured .by. natives,.'.'. .

25 SEPT.- Patrol '.returned.'.with'.fthree-' Jap prisoners, .. Report ed.. that... 
an inspection of TQA--revealed nine-dead jap.s,'- Bro.ught -/•-• 
in arms, .documents .and .-miscellaneous' gear 'from TOA.'

27 SEPT.-

28 SEPTV

Our request for transfer of certain'..elements of,, rear.' 
echelon to T:lJLA{rI approved., ••' ','.-.' '; ' ..''.'•'-.

.Plans made for unloaidin.g'.and disp'QS-Ition .of Rear-'Echelon; 'Air, raid alert 1350. "' ' - : ' •'"' . ' '-' ."' '•'•'
-Combat.-psi trol •undej1 -.,com.niand' of. Cap.t.,-H.>-.Y.:. St.af f ord, 

"D"- 'Company, -.Tirst-.. Battalion,' sent" .to'.'village-.of ^HAR'ORO,..'.. 
FLORIDA; ISLAND.,-. 'to '.capture fiv.e Japan'es.6 reported' tq. be -
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ANNEX V' (.OOMT) '' ''. ''" ' '^ •- •• v -r^*, . "

in 'that -vicinity* ; patrol returned at 1830.. .' 'Five 'Japs 
killed - no prisoners. ..taken..;. No. Marine :Ca&uall5ie-s.. ' 
.. .•-Received/notice of di-s'toan'dm'en.t of the '"Raider Bat-,, 

/ ' : tallon" o'f "; th"e Second, Marines ; Reinforced, •' . .... . .':.••-

29 .SEPT.- Air raid aiert'' 1345-14^0. '-' Col. ':.Art'hur- went -t.p GUADAL- 
' " •• CANAL 06CO' via YP',. ";, •..""...;.;.; '...._ . ' . '..".' '•:'-. :

30 SEPT,-— 'Combat "patrol under .cqram.and,.of..Lt. D. "Fultz, '"H" Comp-
• any",. Second Battalion ,: ; dispatched to. cx>ver. en-tire, : souths 

. .. 'ern part of. FLORIDA ..ISLAND. . :.' ;.••'-. .•-..-
• '•"••• • •' • ' '. ' ' •»'.',' ' '• • • - • • -• " • . ' 
••"••'•' .' ' '-.."'. .'O.ctobe.r 1-31,- 1942; • ,-"'•- - ,'

• Suppiemen-t-ing '-the; September Record, of -Events, the following' 
events are hereby ;-record.ed* /..'•."..

•' 'Ihe 3dBn,- 2d"Harijies.,. occupied security positions -for 
; CP on " ' '

16.>-S'EPT^-~-i'he- -Third Battalion- 'b.ccupied "beach defense position from 
• ' -. LUN3-A./.IAGQCJW ' tQ^ALLIOA'TpR -CREEK. -...- : .,'<•.-•-. . •• , L- " .-;-'.'

i«^ The 3^Bn-.: m-ov'ed. Into ne"V d,efe..nsl.v&' line.' :along LUNG-A RIVER, 
south- of. the a'irp'd.i'.'lt'V '' -v . :..,..'.-.•..-•-•• •- - -. •>• .:,.--.- ..-•

^--New- f-rprtt'- -line d:ef-ensi:ve"..are,a, along'. LUKGA RIVER developedby ' ''' ! ''' '

,.1 OCT. -•— Miormal routine.' -The 3dBn : ocbupied^kLR 'along LUN&A RIVER - 
one Jap prisoner captured-. ;... ..._ . . •-

2 OCTi -.:-'Air"raid- alert ;;at 1230;.. ..;..-' Jap plahe.s.. over "GUADALCANAL. ' '
: Secu-red '1345. Reconnaissance..patrol.,.unde;r -command , of 

t- .:."• • -Lt. -B-,-;: Fultz,: "H" : 'Go ," 2dBn; 1 returned "from' -patrol of EAST 
FLORIDA ISLAND, -.Ijid not contact enemy; *

3 OCT* ' •- • Reconnaissance • patroi.. of Z9\ m>n, und^e^.c'oMm-a. , 
.;• . • ,R,V,. "perki-h's, H"DV|J- Go, IstB'h", ''left "for 'central section 'of 

FLORIDA ISLAND. at. .0600. . -Air .raid alert -1230,. :,-;:-Enemy . 
fighters -over ;GUADAL CANAL. .-Secured'-atri350. r-'.'Ai£. lraid 
alert '-'1900.. •se.cu"re.d" i a:t..'2000,-- "'.A- -.:.-'-- : : .-. •'•".:•;•.- ...-;-- --'.v

4 OOT« . .- Normal routine,

•• ANNEX V'-(5;



5- OCT. - Reconnaissan.ee Patrol, ifj^eca- FLORIDA'-ISLAND, returned..- Jde-
• enemy con-tacted. . information indicated 11 Japs are' still 
at large in CENTRAL. FLORIDA ISLAND.. -

* . t ' " •".':' .•''/**

6 OCT. - Observation post" established.,,at BIOTA kISSIOiM, cpnsisting 
-of '14,..;men: -;.ui?der. command ;,of .1,-t.'. D..'W. • Duciiek,, :: H"- Co.;, - 
2dBn..- . ..Tills '. outpost. •-to ;;• be- -relieved.' in., two:'-'.weeks,-..-;-'-.

Ttie^JdBn;.'less'-- ' ! M n / Co,/ ^.c£'ed..'as' •-assault ..unit; in a.tt.a-ck '. 
on p'-Dsit.ions-along' MAT AN IK AU. RIV.ER'-;; . •'•".£."-.Co'.":had .'one fell-

7 OCT.. -
""' .*

led and 14-wounded,-

fi*-OGT. - - -Three '-air- raid--alerts,- the;,".first ..at -.2045'.'-with final . .•-;--.:•, 
secure a:t 0<J'j?.0 the" .morning ;'of.-,9 -'-.D'ct.;: - ; . ..,,.. ..', .: .-,.:..•...

- ••; =••• .•''•; \The.'-3d'Brj-;ccn?tiii.ue'd': a.gsau.rt' on Jap-' positions'.. '',!'•"officer 
wounded-/ three men killed .from "L" Co..

9 OCT.;.' '-..FU^ER' arr'i.-y.ed='0630'-'with'-'the',".f.ol-i'owing:. units of" rear.':-; / 
echelon,-, total approximately 700 officers' and men;

(a) personnel from H&S Co..
" •'. (b:)'. 'Regimental Weapons Co* , .. • . • -, 

.•••••••'" ,=.,-.-_/-.,»., • (-.0 )- Battery "0-",,'' ;"3d3n,' l.Q.th Harine'S,'-' -r. , •-.-•. .' ' .
(d) Remainder H&S pjattery, 3dBn, 10th Marines. 

,.•-(.e) :prie'platoon ^-"'A 1 ' Co, SdAraphTracBn. - •-- - -. '^ •
'•:>*''•• "'•' ••^'' : ' ••••'• ;(f •)','• "A'" ,: Go, ' 2dP.ionBn/' ('less .-1.5 -men.)..." ' '-'.-•.• .."":.• '''

(g) Remaining, personnel, of 1st, Ed and 3d Battalions. 
; .'"Assault on Jap''po-sit.ign on- G-UA'DALGANAL completed, 

/.•,.••".'.;',.'.'•',.^'*"'The 3dBn -retired : to-former p.osit'l.on' in/Se'ctor-. 5'^ -along. . .•
LUNGA RIVER. . Total casual-ties for that operation,. 4 

. kiri^.d-,/ "22 'wounded^.- ' Air 'rai'd alerts at' 1230 :an'd- 1630,. 
' j: ;:?;./";^-'-'FULLHi'H -got under'--way each time bu.t returned aft.er-...'the. '• 

,. * alarms and continued unloading. Ship got under way at 
•• ., ' . .1930 and remained' out of the. harbor during, the. night*. 

.';;.. , • ..Four (4) officers and 430 "men..of... Is'tBri under command: 
of LtCol Hill, 1 ,.lef t-.TULAGI for. raid on known enemy con 
centration in vicinity'of"A'O'LA',; 'GUADALCANAL. This combat 
unit included all' t£'f the IstBn except "D" Co and .certain 
"Hq" -Co personnel. During Ichis movement one "T" boat 
being'towed by -a YP.-,. capsi'Z.e-d, . Lt. F.S.'Parks, 14 Marines 
and -5 Navy ("boat ' ;erewj -were ..lost,....'.-., '...; ...-.-. i . . , - > -.. •-,, —

10" OCT.""- At're-que'st of Division on'GUADALCANAL, 5" Battery il~.
luminatedVwi-th s'tfer shells at 001Q. and 0-200. /FULLER.-re-

-.'•:•• ';•;• 'k-'^ "*"^^rne^ : 4"^ Q^OO'-ari'd 'resumed unloading; '-completed unloading 
at 2030 and got under way...Four float planes from near- 
by..;U.Si ..cruisers .arrived..'-' : -i.s-t-B.ri' moved ,i;n';t?o .position for 
attack.:QnvGURABUSA and '
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11 OC,Ti.; - Air raid alert at noon. Approximately 30 enemy bombers 
attacked G-UADALCANAk. '-,"' ' " ' ' ' - •

. IstBn Combat Unit., le;ss :"C", Co,, attacked ,KOILOTUMARIA, - 
' ' GUADALCANAL '- 'killed one'. Jap of fic-er, no' other .Japs con-.

• tacte'd. 1 Marine killed, 1 officer wo&nded. " Cn Comp 
any, meanwhile, 'attacked .'Jap .positions at GURA3U3A. '30 

.,,'.,• ' Japs'' 'killed and. a large amount of arms,, equipment., .doc-. 
'• -•••••- uments., and' radio .materiel captured. Capt, R.Y.. Staf-

• • ford killed arid one , man slightly wounded. . - . t

.12. QCJE,.- Major Kyle with -55 'men and two dead from IstBn returned
• •''••' 'to TULAGI 'at 160Q.. Also with this detachment was 'one . ': 

injured- Marine '-aviator whose plane had .crashed, in. the- 
vicinity of the • IstBn landing" point. . This detachment • 
also returned the. body of an army aviator, Lt.. H.ij. Stern,?

- .recovered from- the wreckage of -an. army, plane,* LtCol.. Hill •- 
with .'remainder .of unit, less combat patrol. o'.f 4 officers ; 

. and 87 rne-n, .returned to TULAGI _ at 230Q. Observation - • 
. detachment under command of Lt'. P.tf . Duchek, "H" Co.,.,". . 

, ,2dB.n, at 3IOTA MISSION, located and killed four armed -Japs ?

13 -OCT. . - 'Four' air raid alerts today - two at noon and two in 'late
afternoon.' Manned'- Battle GP throughout the .night, 1st • 

; - -Bn patrol o.f. 4' officers and 87'' enlisted men under com- ;
• - raand of Lt. Thomas 'M; Leinweber. proceeding from AOLA to :

. RIVER • on GUADALCANAL via^ governent trail,. -. ..... :

_14 OQTV , -.Six. air raid, -alerts;- today beginning at 093Q. ''''Reports .in-
• • • dicate large enemy, task force headed for 'this area. . Man

ned, 1 Battle CP thr o-ugh out •'night:; '. ...... '. .--"-' - ...„„••.
* •• • • '. i ",..'•

15 OCT.. — -En emy-.-ships ..began, severe shellihg' of GUADALCANAL' at 0130. 
Our; 5"' guns illuminated with .star shells.'thrcughout the 
-early .m-orning hours. Manned Battle CP - throughout the . .night, • • . ' '.-''' "'''"'"•''..'.'•'.'• ••:•'••

-A. direct shell hit on a fox ho.le in'.the 3dBn area re-- 
suited in. three corpsmen -killed. ' .. - , ••--•

16 OCT.-

17 OCT.

The 3dBn-reverted to Division'reserve and was'moved into 
a new bivouac are in rear of 5th Marine sector of .MLR. -

Air raid alert 0715.. :'• Several Jap bombs ..fell in the 3dBn. 
bivouac - area',. ;.injuring 5''men, ; : • ' : • •

18 0€T.' - Air raid alert 1230. Large, number of ..enemy bombers and 
fighters-over- area. LtCol M.L. Curry .'.ordered .to .GUADAL 
CANAL for duty w-i'th'lltii Marine^' -. left on Yp at-070Q> ..
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ANNEX .V (OOHT)' ' . '•' • •-•*: . • • ' w*

19 OCT. - Lt . Leinweber. and patrol from IstBn returned to' T'ULAG-I 
from GUADALCANAL.. . Outpost. 'at.... SI OT'A MISSION, under eom~

. • -•' ' mand'.of Lt . 'D.W .' .Ducliek'j;''"'H".".C3;,.,;2d3n., "relieved by- group 
under, command. '-of^dLt Duane 'Fultz,, "H" .Co, 2dBn. .-

20 OCT. ~ Reoonnai ssan.ce 'patrol of" 2Q men under command' of Lt.
' ':W.A.-'-Tynes,' "F" • Co,-" 2d3n.') 'ief t for FLORIDA ISLAND. 'Rear 

•••' • ecii-elon of '3d -"-En ''-sent'" to 'GUADALCANAL 'by' YP .. .Two "air raid 
aler.ts .during morning,.;-. .. ...... .' ,.. .. , '..'.-.

21" 'GOT,-' -'The 3dBn-, : as-' 'Division 'reserve',' " moved into a new bivouac
area .nortii_.cf , Division' :OP. . -pur-ing noon -air raid,. 6 -.'bombs 
fell'' in' th'e': ir a-re'a\ 'resulting 'in 11 killed and- 42 wounded. 
Tw.p' air -raid 'alert's during' morning-. '.-Patrol of '20"ia.tun,

•' 'uride'r-' oenirnand of ' LtV .R.Y>'; pe,rk.i'ns, --"D"' Co ,." IstBn, -"de- 
'-:'pa.rte'd -fo^r HAGALU : area' on.'. FLOHI'DA .ISLAND. ..' • .'. •

22/.0CT, •— Jap artillery sheTl'ed '3d'3n' p4o'3iti'oVi, ; 1 man killed.' ';
'Patrol under command of . L,t,, .pprkins returned from FLORIDA 

: - I-SLAWD. ' -. Result'sr-negative-. . ;;A:ir raid., -alert ; at .noon,"'- ' .•• -.'
. - ' ' \ • ' ", .-..•' '•.!.... , •-. '.• •.'••..'•.• •.-.-•

23 ;0'CT.. "-..'Reconnaissance patrol ''com:Landed by ,L't,.v Tynes returned 
' • from FLORIDA 'ISLAND.; Results negative.,. Air- .raid alert 

' - :. at noon,.: '- .' •••,'• '•".•; ;'"': : . ,.'. .'.' .' ."'•<•'.••'"'-'.. '••-. •' ', : . : '

24 OCT. ~ • Japanese, pa'trol of 9ymeh .captured. j..n ,3dBn area... • -Air."
• raid 'alert at hoon ,'•-.'• • ". ••••' ' ;: ' '..' ,.'.'. , '...'.. '' .- ' • ...

25' OCT. -' Cap.t. H.-..A..., Smith, Cs'pt.' .J.T. Bra.dsha:w.. ;of H&S, ; GD, and PlSgt
•'- jam.es Smit;h,: ' '"H 11 .'Co, .2dBnr embarked atooard -, the .YP El *^ 

DEAVOR .and 'departed TULAGI 07.30. •'_ Air. -.'-raid ai-e^t-.at Q830." " '_
-•'Air -raid: alerts'" throughout "remainder; of --day; : . Batl-e.?pp;q'- 

• ition.s- manned throughout '.the night'.. ' .-The.- 3,dBn •brifered in
•'.position', in rear .of '?th 'Marines '.area, •• .;... -.'• ... ". '', V.;. '.

26 OC.T, -.Single e-n-emy ..-air.craf t f lev; 'over" TULAGI ,- apparently.., 'on 
.photographic' -nj'' ' ' ' ' '

-27 0'GJF, '•'— Ca'pt.'. 'Smith/ Cap t, Bradshaw.,;and PlSgt Jataes Smith returned- 
.from GUADALCANAL., at' 160O....'' Air ra.Id,;.ale,r-t: -16-3Q'"- no- "act- ' 

ori: TIILAGI. : " -'" - : : '-;'.'- ,;: .. '/"' " ' V. '>-.;.,;...->',. ' *•••- .;' ;;' ••

28 OCT. - -'Normal' routine.; - V; - ^ ' : .'

29 OCT. - Orders' rec-e'-lved "to" d'end' 2dBn ;ana.'Re.gim; en'tal. • op' e rating . 's.taf 
' ' to- (KJADAiOANAL;-.' ' The V 2d3'n /commarided''' by '.Lt'Ob'l. b'..K.. r P-Resal-ey 

and'- .tiie" RegiiT;entra-l '-S'^aff ,: composed ''o :fv Col. J..'M'. ''Arthur,"" ' • 
L;tC-61" : G...'P,.".Va'rv N,ess;> Capt.i. John.':.T.. 'Brad.shaw,. Gap; t,»-. : M,R.

'•'•"•'• I:''' - - A -.'•' ''""> LTE
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Williams, Capt. R.L, .Stallings., Gapt. R.I. Langstq'.n/;Lt. 
J.L. 'Schwabe, Dr. Karl.E. Johnson, Chaplain Francis W-* 
Kelly, and 38. .enlisted-'men;,; embarked aboard, 22 JJiggins ; 
boats and .the XP. . The last boat cleared TULAGI at 1515, ."' 
The-IstBn shifted to cover-, defensive area occupied by j 
the'2dBn,' ..orders received at' 2000 to .send the IstBn -. ; 
with second platoon, 'Regimental Weapons Co, to GUADALCANAL^ 
The 3d8n ordered to'pre-turn, to T.ULAGI-, departing GUADAL 
CANAL' at' .0730,,.. October- 3CV • '- • .-',-., ••'•• •• .'..' i ••''•"]

30 OCT. - The .3d3n arrived. TULAGI -'-last-detachment 1200, and as- ;
surned defensive positions of .IstBn.- .The IstBn departed !
TULAGI;- last detachment 133.0.'-, "••" • •'••' -.' ' ,, .'.-•'"''• -" '•'

31 OCT« - Orders '.received for. remainder'.of Regimental' Staff- report .'.- 
to CO at ; GUADALCANAL... Partial Regimental .Staff, wi th : 1st . ;. 
and-" 2d3n ordered to. begin advance on ..KORUMBONA• and', to : " ••; 
act as reserve' for 5th Marines. -Units'moved--out...and •. 
bivouacked: west of'MTANtKAU RIVER along ..beach^: '• '

'•'>•• November 1-30',. .1942 "••. ...- : '" v '' •_."'"'.. . "'. - •

Supplementing the' October Record, of Events, .the'following Is • 
added; ' ","'".-'•''•' • . • • ' -.'•'•''•"" : " ' - ' •-

27 OCT. -.patrol of 50 men under command of Lt."Stephen J.. Ses-
xkowskl, »G" Co, 2dBn, left TULAGI.'ISLAND-fb'r AO'LA,: . • 
GUADALCANAL,, ISLAND... This patrol a-c ted as- security for'.: --- 
group of native police en£oute .to. LUNGA, :also' as a combat - 
and reconnaissance patrol, . -. • ' ' '" . ' ..'.-.

5 ' • \ ';• :. , i '.-••"' ;'. .... •' ;•.
28 OCT. - "Gj1 C'o. pat-rot.Left AOLA, - enr.bute to LUNGA. : •,..' ' •- "'•<

29 OCT. - "G" ' CD, patrol contacted Jap detachment,. • 3 enemy killed,. 
\ • 1 captured, unknown- number wounded, ,. Enemy".arms and equip- 

• inent captured, and supplies destroyed, No.Marine cas-
•' ':/ '.'* '• -. ualties, '•' " '' ' .... • •

1 NOV. -''.Operation to! West' of '-MTANi-KAU' RIVER with POHA RIVER as
ultimaAte objective continued, . Regimental .CP established 

.__.__ .on East, bank of MATANIKAU^RIVER-, GUADALCANAL, with 2dBn 
*"""* r'*5; '-!. f "in defensive position a'.long East bank, providing security 

for the Regimental CP and bridges across river. _IstBn 
in defensive position on West bank of MATANIKAU RIVER 
mid beach at mouth, in rear of 5th Marines. Intermittent
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'••"* . shelling received during this'period. The -odBn, .plus.
attached units,., manned defensive position's in TtlLAG-I AREA, 
SIQTA MISSION detail ori FLORIDA ISLAND relieved by de 
tachment from "L" Co,. 3rdBn..- . '

2 N.QV^ --IstBn moved across country into assault position..on
' - Phase Line'02,.. covering a front of. 400 yards'with'.right 

flank on p.each. A number of'casualties -iitflicted .ori-- 
enemy-arid .considerable materiei .captured, in IstBri area 
during, afternoon'and-night. ''2d3n moved., across the MAT-

'....., ... , ' ANl.'KAU--RIVER into position as regimental reserve in rear
•~ : " of left .flank of .IstBn. "1200 - CP'moved, under enemy. 

.- ., . • machine-'gun and rifle fire, to temoo-rary. location. 1000
yai'ds west..pf.'mouth,of"yiATANiKAU RIVER. y.A-t-1500,.'..the CP 

.- -Wc.s moved, into area in'Vicinity, o'f -5th -Marine's .CP,' about 
.- ..'500 'yards; forward and 300 yards inland.. Mortar.and sniper 

. •- fire 'received 'in -CP area during afternoon and'night.. 
Plans made'"and orders- issued for attack the following 

... .-. ': .morning.' Combat .patrol under command of IstLt. .J.W. • 
Grain, "I" Co, 3dBn, left TULAGI. for MALAI.-XA -ISLAND to' 
destroy reported- Jap -coast watcher station*

3 NOV. ; - Heavy, artillery'"a"rid;"mortar concentrations registered on 
Jap position's "at dawn; lstBn> in conjunction with 3dBn, 
7th-Marines on • left,'attacked at..0630 fr'om-'phase Line 02
•xvi.th phase Line,63 ad ...objective. •-Strong -enemy- mortar- and
•MS fire, '-some of -/which came. t frora;'a -pocket of -Japs in-the
••rear, which had been-passed by.b'y ttiQ'.-5iChj: ;Hai?3!ines, was-, 
.slowly ocercome,.- -The .IstBri halted' at 1600. ami took up a 
defensive -position for the'' hight, about 400 yards in ad- 

, . vance of'phase Line '03., \2.d3n.moved into position in-rear 
of IstBn on Phase'. Line'02 "at,;0.8.30>- ; and later-relieved. 3d 
Bn, 7th Marines on left of IstBri," : ADC. g'roup- : 'o'rdered to 
GUADALCANAL, LtCol.Hunt," 3dBn, assigned command of TULAGI 
SiGTOR,- Col .Arthur .placed'in command of operations . in•." - 
the 'West Sector as 5-th-. Marines withdrawn. ' 2d; Mari:Ae,.s,, ..--? 
with-. IstBn, 164th Infantry^ U,8 f AV,. 'attached, -"occupied •' 
assault positions,- .Received'orders fronH-DivCq'mdr ' tb : ." 
establish' f.a'-shallop..be-achhead 'and-hold positlo'n ..until. .. *- : 
.ordered -to advance. --Re'g'CP mqy.ed". f-o,rward: to-a point.- 
1200 yards'west of .POINT .'GHU.Z aad ,.20'0 yards-, inland'..from. • beach.' '••• ' ,.---.- -..- '•''•••'' '-. .-..' ."-. . ••.. -• v...^'.-. •- -•-..' "•;•' .-.."'" -.. »-•

-4 NOV. - IstBn" in defensive, position.'400 yards West of Phase Line 
, •. "'• 03;..pn a- frent of 400-yards : with right flank-on beach. 

Little enemy activ,ity'.-during";day. 2d3n in defensive 
. .-;•-.-.• position on left of IstBn,' operated combat and reoonnais- 

" sance patrols to the front and flank - results negative.
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IstBnj 164thlnf, in reserve, guarding rear. Large num 
ber friendly ships In harbor,. CL and PC's shelled Jap 
positions i-n vicinity, of-- KOKUMBQHAv,:; 1700 -'I'platoon 
from IstBn, 164thlnf', moved- into frQ-nt-line to r'eiriForce left flank of IstBn-o '• • • • . ' v ' • „ ;•'-'_ ••"•'•'

5 NOV-. - Enemy "attacked'along left flank-af IstBn- at 0200,: ''Ac 
curate artillery,;..machine gun and- riffle -.fii*e ' was 'placed 
on a.dvahcing .Japs.. 'Attack repulsed, with' heavy casualt-

•. ie.s.;J;;o enemy; 'slight: ..Marine -casualties.. ' 'The IstBn••re-
•' •;li"ev%d .during .morning: by- IstBn,•- .164thjnf /•'••and' withdrew 

x- : "t*o a defeiisive. position, approximately b'OO'-ya'r.'ds- to the v _ 
; left., rear., .positions; consolidated generally" Ta-long phaff-e

• Line 03V.. Lo'ng. range -enemy -artilJLery fire -received 'in ; ;; v 
/ EdBii ajicl Reg'-O? areas.. 1 Hea.vy artillery fire direo:te<J'" 
'at' Jap positions throughout .the ni'gh't.,; All'-Bne operated 
combat'patrols, during day. - One patrol fr-om 2dBn- contacted 
enemy'light, machine gun section., aapt'ur'ing;-ma chine gUj\>-, 
.and.killed .1. Jap., . .Enemy .bombers overhe'ad"-'at: ' :il30' -'-no'" 

. - : bombs .dropped in' our combat _area. Patrol'tonder-cbmmand .• 
of .Gap.t'Wade . H, Hitt,-artillery liaison- of ficer,' 'went' 
forward, to direct .artillery fire agaih'St :-'enemy'gun; pos 
itions and munition "dumps, Results' satlsfkbtory_. ""patrol 
encountered'' Jap. resistance fc ~ estiiM'.te'd '2S'-Japs^kflrbd;"" 
Capt 'Hitt : s lightly •.wou'ndedv ,l\Io.;.'6ther Marine ."casual" t.ies.. General .Yandegrif t .'-visited OP 'at ;14'00.''. * •' ' •' '"'•'• "•• ' "•'.-•,

. ' ' '....., . .,.. • •'. '; * " -' '-'-.'.' ' /' ' '•.'"' - - ' . ' " " ' ' '. ' "
.6 NOY. - Positions r.e'iaai.ri.e.d unohanged.: Al'l".'U;nit.s p-atrolled -to 

.-.;•-. " front and fla'nks. Results negative. Heavy enemy mortar 
and long ...range artillery; fire, received- -: .throughout the 

'day and night, in 'all 'B.n- ^areas... .• Second'. Lieutenant William 
.H.-fisher ̂ '.'iJS-MCB.;' Ar'til'ler^ .Liaison Of-fl-c'eF'V'^i'^i-ed in 
'Reg ,CP''by"she,ll "fra'gpi-eht; three men w.bunde:dV.-by* art-i*llery 
f i'rs,."-' Ar'ti'lLery .^ri'd-'.mortar 'fire-. ag"al-ft>dlr'ecte1i- on Jap 
positions' thr.qugho:-ut,-. night.; '.patrol''ifrom' W'-'CoV' 3dBn',""- • 
/sent to ^LAITAj^.r-eturned..to TU.LAG-1.0 'Ob'top3,ef"t-ely! •'wiped \ 
out Jap 'd'e'ta-chment, •kiilin.gi:.-2.0. ^'jap's.• ••afr'd; ^captttr-e'd" l : 'pr'is-' 
on-er-;. '.''Lai'.ge.. ampunt : c'f e-q-uiprflent.; .ar^s-/'-r-a'dio fc 'and -'S6.CJ-" 
umehts.'. cap.tured> ; - N«-.

7 NOV. - Positions' unchanged'-) a],J-.-d-€fen:s-es:-further :Vafevei:opvexd.xand 
consolidated:,.. ̂  jap ; detaohiiient• ep'otted^.'abeu &'• 4D'0^' :; -yards' : . 
west, of Reg. :,OP.«-;.. -Air. concen^ration neut£al$-zed>..;tH'ati point

, inflic.t;tng.;numebqusicasualties -Qij jap-e.' --Combat'patrols 
"sent' Out 'from'all units. One patrol from 2dBn made con-

ir
p'ositi'dn'- -'"attack repulsed, a number of Japs being kil 
led. Enemy artille-ny '.fire.j : *which was counterbatteried./.-44-. •;" . . ,%<••/••-/ i, , , ,„ —— '
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received along beach road''between CP and- front lines ; 
intermittently • throughout,: the 'night, with no'.'Marine, or 
Army casualties..'re'sulting--'there£.ro.nu-.

8 NOV. - positions'unchanged.. A number of heavily laden ;Japs
. spotted, withdrawing ,to the- Southeast. Th'ese effectively

• -engaged with long-range artillery, many casual tie a." 
resulting, therefrom. •Combat and reconnaissance patrols

- operated throughout the.day --results .negative, except . 
in front where, strong ..enemy machine-gun and mortar rev 
si stance encountered:, 1400 --Adm-Halsey and Oen Vander-' 
grift visl.ted CSV. 1700 - .Weapons,platoon located mov 
ing log with 4 jap's aboard-abou't'2000 yards, of f ,beach. 
Opened.,fire, making 6.-direct hits out. of 12 shots, ki.lr- 
ling ail 'Jap.s. • jap landing' boats :aighted 'on bea.ch at 
mouth of the POHA':RIVER. - Air notified at '1750. Lt. 
K.E.. Johnson,.••;.(MC), USNR, acting' Regimental Surgeon, 
injured in. Reg CP by falling, tree which had _been pre- •;;.. 
yiously weakened by shell fire v- evacuated. '. .

9 -NOV f - -. Colonel J.M. Arthur .placed in" command of provisional' "/•/' 
Brigade,, consisting of ,2d Marines (less 3dBn), .IstBn, 
164thlnf.,. USA, and^Sth'Marines, with ten batteries of 
artillery and. aviation, in. support. 1200 - 8th .Marines, .. 
Colonel R,K. Jes.ohke, 'UuSMC,-- Coraraanding,. moved-.into. pcs~... 
ition east of. the.Reg CP ih reserve. Col. -Jeschke re 
ported to.Reg CP :at 1430. 1500 - Orders receiyed from' 
Division Commander:to resume the attack to-the westward 
on the morning of the: tenth,- Plan ...of attack --. three- "•-• 
Bns in assault, with IstBn, 164thlnf, on the right, 2dBri/ 
2d Marines on left, and IstBn, 2d Marines echeloned te ' 
left-rear of 2dBn, with 8th Marines covering, south.flank 
'and rear, in reserve. • Phase Line 04 'set as day's .6b-- 
jectlve. 1st and 2d3ns, 2d Marines, moved into position 
during.late-afternoon in preparation for attack.,. the 2dBn. 
pushing Its line forward- to -Phase Line 03 in prolongation 
of/the Array line, , 1730 .- Column of Japs, heavily laden, • 
spotted moving across hill 10, about 2500 yards south-' 

' west $f our position —.battalion artillery concentrat- 
,- ion pla-oed directly oh column at'1733 with'excellent re 

sults'. Combat patrol pf fourteen men under command of. ' 
- . ...Marine Gunner Prentice W. Jones, Tenth Marines, 'dispatc'lf- 

ed from TULA3I to FLORIDA ISLAND- to destroy Jap.detach 
ment reported near VURA. Security patrol of 20 men from 
3dBn, 'dispatched from' TULA(JI"to HALAVO- and 'FLORIDA IS-- •• 
LANP as a guard for CUB Unit construction'crew.
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10. NOV.- - ?.£&&&ed.' $y-'a\tie3.yy;'-artlle?y .£&& fflp :r1cr'pri$para'ti:Qri on 
'• enemy ;'pasitlons'-f rpm:' ! 06l5 ,.td ;'p76Q,' assault' ;,uni-ts' moved 

forward, at 0704 nr^etin'g : stix6b:6^n. re si stance ;"fr'dm.Jap r M& 
and ;.;racrtar.^fir-e' all "aipng^.the^frpnt^^Air. •..suppo'rt^d -k\~. 
tacit:'''by;';Straf iiig; and boilibi: ni g,"enemy'..p|bsitidns,f : ristBhi.suf.- 
f brgd::iieayy;;ca'sualtieg" jfroii/enemy . cM'Q-,;a'nd'' m'prt^ y .f ir'e :;f rom 

•f rp^^andi-flan^s'^^
:cas;uaTt'ifei;s;.v' ''Lt'COl ';•" R ; E . "' til 11 ̂  ;'6:pinniiSndi;ng\ls't^n,; 'wbufided. 
by vmort-a'r:;flr; e';i3Q . ;y.ici-h'i^y^ bf'^M: ^: Bn\^:;a/:n':d e'yacuate:d','. ''''"

. enemy' resistarvoe\arid,.the..extreme'".heat.;fr'om .which ;al' f.v;" 
. uno. j^s_ '..'Siif. if 'ered','; : "uiife ,day « p' :.bb^e;ctiy'e^-p^ase" "Line.;04:^-w^s

p'be'upi'e'd, at 17QO-;.' Heav^...Vca'sualties;/iii-''pve'rspnii|l;'arjd''mat-. 
. eriel:. were; infiip'ted'' oh;'tiie" japs",".' ';,lstBn,".'8"tii. Marines;;;/" 
. .iribVedv'intp:, iin'e ^between - tlie '1st'' and ••2dBnd l; r. 2d;"Marine :s ,'•• ; 

, .a;t|. . 140pV'.2d\,''aQd''3dBnSj- 8thr;!4arinps/f bllowing-ln -rear '.'of ;. ? 
:t.wo/>i'ght -;a'ssaultVBnsV!'" 1500'-- jt-".'Adyaiio.e;> party;".. we' nt;..:f Pt-r-' '"'.' 
ya^d; to^'lpOa.t'e.'/iieW^CP at:;: 8'"point'. 1000 "-'yard's .West 'and'.. 150 '• ' _yar'ds"' inland' frbm::beach'i : "'r "•• • '*' ''''"•':•••'' "". ''.''" ''.'*' '-' ;'••;- ':r j- y

11 NOV. -• Proceeded by heavy '-artillery" concentrations',..., assault-units' 
• ' ' " '-^ : 'consisting of'.._ the \lstB.nj .'164thlnf "j : on'i/riglJ-) 2dBn, : , 2d 

.Marine's .in • 6en|e.r!i 'and;:lstBn^ : 8th"Marines ;, ; on/-lef t^,.w 
. =rstBn, i - i 2d 'Marines 1, '. 'on-!- sbtith flank with mission" of proteot-r! 
''-ing. flank, and;; destroying'- enemy- -tyS ajld.". mortar- rie-sts in thatj : ;

8-rea^ -, jumped 'off "at ..0745;; ;: wi-til< Phase Line 05 as" day' s ob- I •
•• " ^ective. . Attack p'rpceeded»/tii^pughout morning again'st' -r.' 
''stubborn: 'niachin''e' gun ^ ^rifle-.a'h'd -mortar; resi'stance' all " •. 
.along front, Reg CP • m'oyed; to new forward location' at . 
0830 .. - General' yand egr.ii-f t-' visited forward OP- at 0&30,'. : . 

. 1200 —'.attack progressing slowly, but :. : accordihg' to •" ".'
•. • schedule, against' heavv'^achi-ne gun' .fire; a'.'number of

enemy MG-' nests were 'wiped out 'and r-e'si stance'- 'slowly -o'ver-j.- 
come during forward/movement, 14'00 : - incident- to ., the ••• . ; 
.report "of an ̂ 'imminent "'all-ou't jap "nav-al and -land a't-ta'ofc •- . 
'on GUADALCANAL .'(xirhich iBaterialized but" was. completely • '- 

' '-'frustrated) ,-;. prder's./were -receive'd from the. Division Com--
. -mander to halt, .the^ advance and withdraw "-to 'the'.' ea-s.'t- im- 

' mediately, . .in -or'de'r to" 'cover 'the "withdrawal 'of-" the.- v@th . 
Marines, across7 the<: MATAKIK'AU RlVSA^aftd. 'insu'r'.e "the -.safe 

;•'• -6vacuat'ion-.."of "all '.m;un. it Ions' •ahdv/s: t-0'res i'ri- -f o'rward'-'area, 
. . ; 8th. Mar-ih;es " ;begah immedia'te -wlthdra'-wal \which -was. completed 

' : -by :i800"; //'A^c^le^at'ed'-.'arti-llery 'and^ior^tar-.' fir'e, bri ; ?Jap" - 
.'.;- positions -continued throughout af terhoon.,.- .:,:l$'tBny- 2d,'-,- .- 

.-• Marines', 'on .s'outh; flarik, began 'movemeri.'t; 1 t.'o : :p'e.ar -a<tv'1600,
•;: -.The :'ist3n/:i64th:CnfV.and; 2d'3h,'^ 2d :-;Ma.-rine;sV-'P^irttained- -- .

•' ; -f i'dnt/.iine; ppsi'tlons,^'i;n 'c'ont^oty^l.th, the. enemy-,.- 'Until
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1715 .. when . they .were., ordered to., withdraw to' a. -covering position .'-In the'-.^lo'inifcy -of -POINT CRUZ,, .about .1700'. yards t'o the .re.arr : ".R&gj ' CP raove'd '•'¥&' a:' ;new: lo;eatio'n 400- 'yards - east:'--of:p6iNT-' CR02.: an'C' QOO- y-a'r-ds inland, .at ,170.0,- - to©--. ' fe'nsiye^.;pos'^t;l'^n^;op.cUpi: ed\'a^'-3!0'30'i/-- < .'2iiaBft., 2d: Marines , . cpverin'g ,fr6ntv:(VJ-e^t).,-, l;StBnVv :.2d- r14$.rin;ee.-''on'. South flank,•a^d;lstBn; >..-16;4thjnf ̂._ ?i-n ^r.eserv^.;- :coveririg rear; ;"• Heavy; ,-• ar;€i-llery'ycpna".e;htrfi'tio,ns..''pla-ce"d on- 'enemy '-positions, •••/•'':' 'thi*QUghcmt;--'t;h-(;- '''ri;i'gli^.i.'--.\"CaaSt:' r'6.a.'d'-;under; ustfal intermi-.t-r

•te^: 1?^•e^ehly;•she^^;^r'.e^,; / dlJ^;ng:-•.^ • .•'•approximately ^O^^'^.1'^6 .casual ti :es.----^. ' <-."• :''.'• >. ; . "• •• ••
! 0.65dV'^"-''d'tiv6fig". cQiinb^^;.patr-Q-lS-" :.f-r<)in'. 1st', and- 2dBns;J ; 24. Marines sent .-forward 'to-' :-gai-n: contact -with 'fen'eray "and .o.o.v:er-..'eya.(Jua^•tion of r-e'mai-ning, s tor'es: «-.. ••. .0730." •£' .Is tBri ; - 164tlilnf ,.: began. ••:w-it^ci.rawal-.a.c'ro^- tlfe. ;MATANIXA^;RIVER^-wit}h .pc'der.s.ito- :-. rejoiri.'i'ts .Rsgiiaent 4'ri ' the vLclnity b,f -LU-tiOA; POINT v; '; 0900 - Colonel'/Artlitir with. R-;l,: 'R-.2',.<:atfd R-3 .,--.- met wl-tib -Brigadier General" "g 13 br e eV-.' $•.' S,-A%: ,-. .'at- ;8 th' --Marin e a • -. CP- . 'o'n- - e as t-'.teaTii?;. ''*' '-'-< -'''"'•of .'I4ATAK'lKA*U'R;-VErl,:.: 'f;O-r'-<p,ur.i>ose of, :se:-l:e'ct;i'ng-'"n;e.'W position _for- Sd^ar.irie's^leks^dM^^ri^ Brigade ̂ ^rdee^ve:.^: 2.dl4ari.nes ras0-!t: gri.e'd. Biy'ouaq^!a'r.e.rf.:^i'rt;. ;'ob'c;c>h"Ut .:grt)ve" along' bea^h'-. 100.0 .•yard's .'ea'.st . of '..-tiiV .rja; o;.uth' 'o:f..';ihe,:'MATAHIKAU- B.IVSR. • ;•. Between- 0730 'arid- 1130. aliV-S-up'p-li-e-s .Aridj'.e;quj:paien.t-^el'onging .to •':•;• . 2d|4arin'e.s,'.'8tl;':M^ri;nes ;; and:-. -Is.tBn, -4.6~4thTnfy •successfully •' "eya'cua't'e.d. '.to .'the";', east-. ;of. -the; MA-TMIKAU '.-Rlv|R> •.Comb'a'.t './: . t _patrols.. 4-dyanoe'd''.tb /orrginal -ifrbri't "lirte.^os'it'ions' before • "•''• -- 'contacting^ enemy "who, -had not -exploited 'Ttft'e"' lwi-thdrawal.,cf , . our forces the p-re..ceed.ing-. afternoon* : 1200'- The IstBn, foil owed' -by" ''the'"2dBn, 'b"e..gan its; withdrawal east of .the i-iATANIKAU HIVSHy. reaching- the'n-ew.Mvouac 'area, at -'1430-,- 1600 -,'. 'order s' ;'r.eceiv"e"d from- Division ••Coifiniahder rtp -move the 2di4arines', .,1'ess- -;5dBn.,;"ih-6o"S.rea east -6f. TE-NAE^U 'RIV£R 1 , on,' : the njor'ning of, •13!; :'-Nby©nibe'r-.'.. ••Received, 20Q replaeeraents whroh were distributed. tp.'vlfi?;t--'aVra. 2dB'n'S. fand .H<5:S-"Gor/.' : . ';-.-.•.- Large ,. naval ba-tile -took. p'.la:'c:e "In "vicinity of •'SAVO'tSL'ANi), during the:"' night, '• ., X; '- \.'": '• •; ;.- : "...:.-•- '•- -•-•"• 'f- '., .'•:• :.j.i-~ : -,-^ .-.

13 NOVV - ls;t an d ;'2d|.ri s"^ ̂ o.Q'cupied'outpo'&t. -po'sltidns-- ea;st :of T.£I\!ARU RIVER .•:'-',;"R.e.g~ :t ^?'e'stabil-s'he'd.''app''r6x.i -weiB-t..
• o t' JSfiARtf.'.lEliyERi "in ' ^c'ini'ty .&'f. ,-N;avy: and -Mapifl'd"; Ceme'tery , "••15DO-..r" Alr ;;ra'id; 'aie^t-'-rio' -boBiM"dr'ppped'»-;. /-•Enemy warsM-ps "•sh'.eiled'-airpt'&r't' •'•d'ur.in'g^lgiit,-' '.wi-th".'-miYi:or.;"taate-r.;ia'l - damage".- 

''- 'of .^s'h'elife" 'f-'^ll\"in - 1st- and'-^'dBn." arenas
Girnded'v ; I'SJOTA. MISSION-'

^^
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.ANNEX V (GONT)

NOTE;: As a result of the foregoing operations west of the
MATANIKAU RIVER, the Marine forces under Colonel' Arthur' a 
command captured the. following enemy materiel,, and.'suf 
fered; casualties as.. indicted" below': '"' .--' -'• -. ' •.,

;. '''•''.•. : CAPTURED .MATERIAL " : ''*' ;-.: '.•• :/' . "'."•.' 

: -., '"eEfOOHD-.vI'iARINES.-REINFORCE.fr •' '

3.
5. . ''%.• • .
I :

.2
5

20 '
3. 1 •'•
3 •- '

'162.' ' ' 51- '
' 21

50- -
94

370 ;
35

1000'rds
39900rds

. '5.0
30'

400 . •-..,' ' Ibox
8

-6
20 .
4.• 1
4

. 2""'"' ;

. 7,5mm fie-ld- guns ,.-.-•
•40mm field guns •'''•'•'"-. • • •
3.7mm .guns; •,.•'•'•-' ..'•'. •

( Ar'tj_llery, sighting 'piece .- : . - • .
...50 •. cal .-.-machine gun's'' •/ •'.-.'"•'.

•..30 cal. :machlne guns' .'. '•• •'
'i-20 6'al.- .machine guns .-'....
li'gh.t mortar-a A" '• • '" • ' : ' ', •'•
heav.y : . mortar .: • • ' _ - .
9.0mm mortar sights. . • ' '• • . \ ". , "
'.,=25-. cal.- rifles .'••.•''''.• •' '
6" shell cases
6" projectiles ' ' . . . ,
4" shell .cases;, - •'•'"'-...'•'•.•'.
4'" pro je.ctiies' ' ; ' • . '. .- ••
3" .shells ' .. .''•'/'37mm shells' '.-.''' ' ' ' '
..'50 cal... ammunition •
,.25 cal,, ammunition ' • \ • : "
light 14(3- clips
heavy 'MG. ̂ clips' ...

. detonators '•'•• • . • •'".••' .-• "
hand' grenades
ammunition carriers' • .' • - ."' •. •- - j;.-v, •..
land mines, '•' "•'•"'• .'; • ••_"'. '• ' -".-''
bayonets . ...
radios " • ' '....'.telepnone '•'. : • '.;'' "'"' • ' "••
dispatch cases containing large number
-,, overlays ,.. notebooks, and journals.
gasoline, -engines" ("destroyed) : " ;

of maps"'

5 light machine guns .- ,.. • . ...,.-. . ••. . "''• '••• . 
1 light, mortar . ••; : •.. •: "•• ''' ; •.;'.. '"• •... •••. ••:•.'.••'••' ••. .'•" 

unknown amount, of ammunition.1

NOTE: it,.was- not practical to .obtain a- record of captur.ed
material from 'the IstBn, 164thlnf,. as they were employed

' •' : *' '\ . . ' ' ' ANNEX V (l"5
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-in the front' lines at. the -time this'-'r-eport was' prepared*'

While- it is" impossible to" determine the number of -'Jap 
, casualties/' -it- i-s estimated- that they totaled several hundred-. v .-. "•'• • '.'."'' '" "'"'•• '..''•

' .; . MARINE: :A:N-£i:'ARMY:-r cA'suALTiE3 . .
INEa.. REINFORCED '

Killed - 45 ,«."''• •:.. '••'" ' Wounded :-• 153 '."""/'•...Missing..-. 7,-.-.

" - ' •'..•.-•..••'•-•• EIG-HTH MARINES. 
Killed - 6 .. .... -. ' . Wounded - 41 Missing - 3

- . --.Ist :BN : , 164th INFANTRY, U.S.A.. 
Killed - 10 -•.--..: '-.- - - •'-••Wounded - 19'- .- . Missing ~"0

14 NOV. ~ -Outpost positions .between BLOCK FOUR arid TENARU RIVER 
'developed 'by'.Bns',"--v:'

15 NOV..— Outpos-t'.-.positiloris. fur-the r developed. .

16 NOV. - -Co "A"..,;-l-stBn>: detailed as guard for planes on new fighter 
strip,..-.... Remainder of battalion in defensive positions . 
East of, TSNAHU-.-RIVER. 2d3h in defensive positions along. 
ILU RIVER.. 'Operated reconnaissance patrols to East* 
Results .'n-ega.tly.e'; " '- ' .' .

17 NOV. - Reconnaissanc'e patrols sent, out from 1st and SdBns
covering" area ''to' East-'front. Negative results.. Major 
T.A. Culhane • reported to CO, Second 'Marines Reinf, from 
Rear Echelon, '..BUTTON, and. assigned duty, as R-3. . -

18' NOV. - CQ "F"; 2d3n, '.ordered 'into -'line to replace one -oompany
.of. EdBn, ,5th-, Marin.es," -sent -on combat patrol to the • South 
east... Reconnaissance'.. patrol from. ''"G- 11 Co, 2d3n, operated 
5000 yard's to 'East along 'coast. Results negative. De 
tail from '"I." ' -Co, 3dBn., .established observation post on 

. TAMVULA /POINT,.'. -' '. . •

19 NOV. - 1st & EdBns;'..Operated pa'trois: : :eov'ering entire front and
extending to the Ea.st'..appro3ciifiately 5000 yards.. Results 
negative, Co "F.'" 'returnea.'.'to^'SdBn, ..Patrol of .15 men 

... under command of 2dLt R,W. Oarvin;. ..34Bn,' lOthMarines, 
returned.'.':.fr'om:..r.'econnais; sa'-nGe -of :N.-E;v;.'FLpRIDA.. ... negative.,- .'• ; : '•'."-.-'" ';....'• '•: - .' ' - •--' •'- : -'•' - ;"'-;•' ",';""• ("
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20 NOV. - Orders'received',;from''DlvCpmdr ;to ; mo've; one.'batta.libn '"(1st 
„ •'• ' '.Bn)''..into. rr;e;serve" position -along -opa-st'West, .of T^NARU,'';"- 

' ; : 'RIVER,, and 'the. "other..:battalion (£dBri); 'Into; :r'eserve".pps'it~ 
. "' • . ion .in-;V-i.cinity -of. KUKUii: (Coordinate's 7.8»5;-s2Q4:,3 '^liap ; 

• .'N^ .Cbast.; of- -G-UADAL.CANAL),''." : Both battalions ;mbye.d; Tiri'tp 
.. . .po'sitlpn/'during "day." "Patrol of. 16-men under: command'6'f 

Capt'. F.R,' Smith, 'RegWp'nsCo, departed TULAG-I for-recon- 
. .. • naiss;ance o.f coast of'Eastern FLORIDA ISLAND* Native'

- '-' .sco^t;'" David", attaqh'ed-' to 3dBn.. 'SIOTA .KISSION ".detail 
"killed one .-.-arid w'buri'ded "one. :"Jap .near ''SOLE,\.FLORIDA .-ISLAND,

£1 NOV, "- .o.rder's ;;received".frpm ; DlvCbmdr .to mov.e'..reglment;,intb: line 
. . ' .Wesf'.of .^LDriG-A,'RIVER..replacing 2d. and.,.3: a..Bns.,.. Is't Marines, 

• IstBh'Vo.ccupi^d' Defensive pbsition, 15.00. yards 'albng be.ac'h, 
:;.thence'."1000 yards V;lnland,; - : repladir:g ,3dBn,, -1st 'Marges'."'

•• • '',2dBn^c'cupie.d i'di e'fe'nsive'position .;on 'left o;f .istBn,, .lin.e 
...extehdih'g generally' Southeast ..along. : ridge' line ,;f or' '15pO .; 
.'.yards ,' '• ;rep:lac'f n'g-.';:2dBn, '-;is,t;|la>i'rjeg, ' ': Reg' CP establishe'd'"' 
:in.-ravine •'southeast' .of-'.new" fighter strip,, .'. Detail;-from.-' 

'•;•?•/; • -3'IOTAKlSSlOli:'dispatched for Reconnaissance between
SIOTA and 'GOLJE.. ' -Native, .scouts' killed. -t^p... Japs .near
KOLOVASAY '" - ' ' '-

22 NOV» ~ BattaJl'bn-s : %orisolldated and" ia.evelop.ed defenelva .positions*
•' " ; Relocated raa-nyA M(>/a; 'nd-; 37ini..vguns, . ..Iroprov.ed./iat-e'ral . cpm-^- 

.•";...'.-'• - munica"t:i'bnsY^bu^',^ '"Mlr <5o, : 3d.Bn, detailed 
to set ambush •' :?6p,'-4 Japs' ••repbr ted near: HAGALU, FLORIDA - 
ISLAHD,'" ''patrbi'- -under.; command of. .Cap.t.,. . ?..R» : 3ffiith ,re- 
t.urned ,tc :'TULAiJl ti -^id'-npt .pontac't enemy 'bu.t,'o'bs'.e'rved 
a'/large' stob'u'ritrof.- wr&cka-gbv"1ioth 'Jap,.,a'n;dt;f^lendly/-'-al?)ng 

. _• -, •••• • ••c'oast. -This -patr'bl '. located the" "bodies- o.f"W.*F« • Mank' (name
. in 'v/aste.band of panta) , and C.W.T. ; Pogue, USN. (name' in 
wallet- 'found on body) . These 'bodies were ..bur led. -and ., : 
graves • marked, - SI0TA MISSION'1 recpnnaiss>nce detaii; re 
turned .to 'SlOTA.. ^ Results .negative^ .- • - ; . ". ;..;. '."•' ' ...

£3 NOV. - Defensive p^sition"s':;^^
tactical, wire l-h'sta'l^'e'd^-'^^.an

S-i NOV. - Reconnaissance: patrols Operated 'from .e'ach -Bn' in; area" "to
• their: respective 'fronts/-' results^ n'ega'tive*. D.efen,s.ive

- positions further. --devel6peii''.wi.th parti.cular.: a^Jten'tion t^; .
MG- positions •'and''i lane >s :-'-of;.-fir'e'^f.^a||>e.Jj^ 

...... " >. - '• Vande'grif t "•• vi sited ; 'Reg' -6PV'- ' Detail :bf '••• two squads, from
. SdBarBaliponSquad, . relieved "L" Co, ' 3dBn', detachment ,at 

VURA:,/ FLORIDA;' ISLAND;,,' ' ;A>IlMfe..^^.j:l;.n:'0ar^H^GULA. pe.^ieve 
Hes.u-it,s .'negative , -•'•'•• - ; .'' : - .' 'r'f . '-;•;-;_' ;;,;•;:""•; ";'^ ; . '••'-'^>"" > -,- ^.^f ;'Vr-
•-',-• •••'••; • '- • •' . ••• ••'•:'-."•':- .' ••;• 4>^« "jJ'*''" •'.''.'• •- '' ' :•-"'-*••• "' 
'''"•' ''' ''' '



•,.-, ;,•; it I : j, M , nfv. 1 ..'.'.,. •' •AKtMihJ V^flriWHA •'•'•• ' 'iv'-^^-*"

. ' • • •» • ' • •'-,- •-'..., i
25 NOV, ~ 1st and 2dBn's.< continued organization and development of" 

defensive position West '•f. the LUNOA RIVER,. Combat- ahd 
. ._.- .reoohn^s": sa-]fi-q^;'- patrols... e,p,tivf -300pr*4QQO 'yards -to the. "' • \Sputhwes.t.y s'ne'a^'.' . :: •'' ' ;v '' '''•'' •••-'•'

26 NOV. -. a.s
'•';fi*'pm'-2<iBn--"'foMri^ &b.u:,thwe;St of 
.. litie.s» npVettemy; :.p'r'es'e^ :tr^^^

• ' '.equipment found 'th%r'e'i,Vr-0.ther^i>e. ! pa;triols^he%a'tlv'eX" 
••: -. • - ••; 0.515' ^'" Eneiay- ai'rbraf t Pv'er.heacU ; Dropped .bombs ...gn adjao~ 

'• ." ent area, • Assistant DiyCpmdr. (B.rigQ-en- Rupertus)., assumed
...tactical- .coniraand.'of 'ail gr'ound :uhits:.:l6,6ated -'within 

.. .< -: •'•»:.-: ..•tlie--LUNGrA;POINT-.def.en"sive •sect.br.' BrlgGen Rupertus vis^- 
'./ \'' •' ' " ! - ited" Reg OP«; >1200 '.-- Enemy personnel with machine .gun

: reported '-l-o'cJa^ed • 'a':bp'u't/;';̂ 5.pQ. /yards- -.It p.Xithe S'outh^e,s't, : 
.'• •'.'•'• Cftmba't piat«*ol •organized.. .to '.attach .and- destroy ^h"!^, de~ " ' '' '' '" >; ' : ' '""'-'''' ' : ' "'' ; '" •''•"• '"'' ' '

':•••.: ' • ,•'•• •.• . •-. ..- :• , ., . .-. ..•-. •:•;.• ---
• .'-. '•--.'-. M... V> ' ' . •. <••.. i .•••••• a •• ; - • . ;' y ••-' 'V -

27 ^IOV. -4: 1st : &• 2dB.h'-s\-8itUat'i.qii:;'sa£(Q a'f 'JJoV .25; : :,041'p'^ 'Enemy, . ••• Yaireraf.t ^•yerh'eatd j -^'''" -''-" ''''
• -..I^lfN.G'^PO'IN.T/^^il^c'b'mb^a.ti/'a• '^'report ed'^'egatlv-e'^"':' ''•"• '".'... .;/*' ,/; --: ; ':^ ".:. :.v->'-*- : .\.v .' '-'O'-'^rv..:

• ' •: ' ./ !;' ' , ij'f r' '.••' ''•"} : '''•'' ' ' '"'{..'> ' • ••' :""•' ''* ' '!• ••'- V.. .. ' ;'' ''•' ,' ; • '

<* • ], JEl.1;;. 'an,d: 2€B'ns , sil'a^ipri';; the: aamie'v -/AiV oiiniba't.; -artfit "re.c28 NOV« «*• list;.-ian.d. 2-dBns/• sit-Ua"tipn :.' the: a'amies--*-.'/Ail' combat; atfd! ire.con-
i' " na-l.:s'sa;noe- -p^t^o^s/rep©r:te.4^

, ^./! craft *.y>rh^adV'-"'No; -bombs dropped. 1600'** Major Gen- 
'.ji^H ;'*' 'feral' Patch, USsArmy, aod his Chief of Staff j Colonel 

. \ W.ood'Wai'dV;_iy,SiyArjnjfi?'yl8i.ted A 1?he. Heglmental^C^j •

•29 NtV,- *-vlst.' and. 2d*BA8:V-^tt'uatlprt ; :''the ^.amet..'All* combat ;and7; 
'.nalss.ahce .patRtia re:-guit".s .'nega'tive, ;:' pi^O.O- - -Eiiemy air. .
Qraf,^'. overhead. - Boinb$ propped ;'in ad.Jacfin.ti 'area,, . ' ,.".'".";. : - -'••' " .«:•- ; -*' •";•'-'• .•••'''•••• >v, ;•-...'•'. "••.'.•.'-••'•..•• : -' •''•-.- * >: ..'-'--. "*•'• 

30 NOV f r 1st and 2d3nsV ^-1'tua.t'lbp; 'tjie;-.sam,e;^ • Combat'"' and ' t'ec'fhtr ,-.- ••
e •:pa-trol8"!r'iBs\i5it-8"' ! ii''ega^^y'feV. v '-Nayi&r; erijgaig6i»'eh'tl» • 
- -between:: SXVO ; |Bl*ANP ; an'd :. P.OlNT ES^EiUNCE^'.du^ f -t • '•;:1 .-'' i ';; ' "- ..<•••'. r •'.':.•'• '>. •••'.

v.^c:: A ' :--" & -ANNEX v (10)
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... _ /.,,,•, : ' •• ' PERSONNEL ' >:: -'/"..r ;

." -•• • :'Tiie: '^a.tr'e^'gt'h/:Q,f -''.the -First. Mar ine/.Diyisipn , (less. ,7th Marines • 
'reinforced^, 684 officers •B.n^, :^'2:i :'4'0^-me-nJ -' •'w&s' increas;ed to '.a total
of i9,;q§0'>f;f'<3aS:ire;s/\f/pr^^ Sol-. ..
omon,' I slanda.,.. , .Re.'inf ̂pirp.in'g^.el-ements. 'ppmpri-sVd' -5']r046 /Marines.' and •

' 1 ,-226 naval- per"spnn-.ei ,:'/:.. :T.he .jy.ii.:lr.<J/'.^ ..a'dditipn," ' ; - ' '' '' ;consisting ."of '/54-- officers, and' Is-neri' v)as'/'pr6s.e.nt ;at ; the ooffimerice- 
.mefit pf ' .,hos.tiiiti;es'/'but:Vtbok,np pa'rt..' :: iti. the''; aot'ip"ri' tpr. ..seyeral .. days./ :/'. ;/... . /"'/ ";',".' V- ".-f,^'/. .'^'•^ •••-.-- : •'•••• -'.'-. .'•. ,,-•-• "-,'... ".^'...- "•'-'' /"•".-:"'•'" : ' :

Our forces ..were. .grouped -^.s f .qiloyrs, when . tii-e.. flrs-t- way. e..; went •in. at; G-uadalda'nai:'/ ::' ( " l '' s'f ~ ' .•.'•"^.-"'"'V,"-/,' ''•[• ;;'••' /''/^ >''-;••'//"/'" A V V''"' "

/'Oombat 'Q-roup .;-"AV : 4"f 3Q8'..'b-f;f.icer.s;-and' meri/;pf ' t'he-- 5th -'-Marines . X' -.-'".' ./'"' " "/,- "•/: XH-e ]i'n3F.p''td'e4'l';/-'^'ita''ch:.e/d^iih;l'^s' ;-'pf- 'engineers, 
'..':"'.'. ' '.' ''.'•'/"'"''-", . ,iank.s'V /4rflP^%^ipu.^. tract 6r s "and o'ther :'sa'ux-

••• '"'".- ; ' : • : iliary '-groups, ; -' ; r' •' ' • ; -• ' :

;'. ' Combat /G-rbup. ''"S" ;. ' 4 ,.531 'of f i.c'er s': 'and men •of,./the-;Fi:rs't ̂ Marines 
, . ''.-'.'. ' ; (Reihf'orced.) ; supporting,, units of special. •. ; ,..'''.''• '•' "troop's i :•••'' • :"'.••• - '. ''.'.'.. ••;..' ' : ; :; ." •

sup;.jp rt i^roup; : 3j5:3.7/'pffic:e'rs'. : a:nd men. of the lith Marines
..."•• •,'.' .: . ,/ : . . f Artillery )J; the- 1st. Parachute Battalion
/;•..'. ' . •.•'.--' ah:d''.attaphed. un;i;ts.> / .- .: r , - ;-.: :.^. ," ' - ' - ' - .. ... •'•-. '.-'•' -..",. . ••*'. ••'•• • '.-'.'-'•

•2.d''Marin"e.s ( Re iri'f 'breed) ; '4.840' "officer's1 and : men -of ; "the '2d • -

••'I'- '.':.. 1st-. 'Riafider. Battalion;/^" '•;•&%& men..: ;V-V ' '• '•••.'> ; ./":-.'., : . ." v

,:'•..•• .. .-By. September. 6,'' ;the/'.67th: /Fight erfsquadr on Af^the. Ui:. : Si Army 
'Air' Forces was ' es'tabiished .'in/'t)ie'' .&'u.a;d-a:ltjanai .area, /with a/;strength
•of -41. men . 'CUB ONE (Advanced Nayaiy Base'j^ made up of ' 15.6 ;'avia-'

• tion technicians, 31'- opmrnunipations; p.erspnn.el v 3.91..,seaBees, bomb 
' disposal and torpe'd'o'-: teohhicians/^had; be-en.'.br ought- in. >-•'•• At '.the 
same time, 2'. medical'. battall,ons'/:and a Navy ' defense, •fbrce o-f .173 

' men - had : rrip ved" into • the . as s,l stance o f .. th.e"v Marine sVbn - 'jula'gi ,: ••..;••.. -\ •-•-.;;,_•• ^. .-.=•:•-.-.;.;; :.• ..,._•-.••• •....•,-•:.-.-•, .•.-.-.•.••-.. ^ ."-,''; :• v .•..••.;-"•,•

Oft 19 .September- the:..21,.5 off i.c.ers : ' 'and -3., 450 enlisted1 men of 
"ti'lre 'Seventh" Regiment^ ^einfpi> ce:dT/;arrive.d,ln
''- :: : ''- -The iiuiiier;.j.;c^:;": str^engtH i*p'l'7th^^ 
i;n: c leased : -by .August ; 20 '"and - bdsualtie^ : to t He •'number 'of ' 362 -'had

. ____ 
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ANNEX, W . (CONT)

'been inf ifc'tecf pn : the'; •• :;d£yii;si'p;n.;v ; 52S"^ddit;lbrial,: casualties" -by < 
the 18th. of Sepi:t'fe'mbe1r: .r4g^in ibwered pur 'effective strength, but
.from that...point .on^ si's-'.t;}^ baj;i^ • . Ameri pan sftreng^h.V.s ̂'eadLii;^' 'lnb^e:a.s:ed;r "' ;'";// \-'. ', .'./'.' ^.0^' //v '•.' ;•'•.; .t .;-:•• -.'" •

crews 
23
Forces—

. •;. ' 'By S-epte.niber; ,0Q/ '.an^(iy:a;h,cd'^la'ya'i'".;^se' ;had; be'en- e:s7tabli shed 
in the Kultum.a'r ear with mb£'e.y;tha'h;^ .'hand*. --; -'
This base-.- f orc.-e-- was ;Qpmpb.sepV7-as follows; .a headquarters unit; an 
advanced -base aviati'pni' ;-uiii^; f7 a ..coninfunibatiohs unit; a medioal unit; 
a supply unit; a torpedo unit; "the 6th Naval Construction Battal 
ion and a:por.t."Bire.otorJ.-s .' prgani.zaitlon;.'. ff'' •

By this, time, 'the're' were' 19, 25.1, men. on Guadalcanal and 3,260 
men on Tulagi . Tulagi K^&\.^fyif^i^^-'&^^^'eA by the arrival1 ' ' 'of Motor vTbrp•ed©-•Squadrpn;,.3;.?/ ;':;? ; 1 ;;^. :^:;;: •J ;•;^^.; ' ./;;••: '\':-^.r^ "y \-; • :: '.-••';'• : '••'•- ! '.' - : '

Biggest single ' reinfor.c/emenl; at this time was the arrival 
of Army's 164th fnfantry^He^l'm.e.hi:;, whose •2,837 officers and men 
had all been\,erst-abi;i&lied': j6^ / TWb .more.'- 
Marine- Air Crrbup's, with '•''&'. total' persbnn'el ';of 1;;,0'00, had alrso '.;=• . '•;-.-. 
arrived by' the latter 'part --.bt. tlie : month. % •

The 1st Raider Battallb^i^d.V^ ••- :/ both of whom had^s-i^ff-ered cQnipar'a;ii;i^ely heavy Ibs&es ••in" th& ; ' , ;: •;--•; -- : earlier clashes, wi't'-h th^ 'Ja'pan'esei^^-lia'd'^eeVi'/moved' to' -'the .-'N'e'w ;•'•' ; :•••: ". 
Hebrides where .there. . were 2,320 rear echelon troops. Losses 
and" reinforcements., had. stabilized U. S. forces9- of all services in' the Spipmbh's'''td'. .a', ;rie'w'-high' : pf ' i ^74;^"7-0nien-va1 s '.:'tH'e.; mbhth:"ended. ...:,^;:

' $ev.en addltion.a.l.a,vJLatipn. units were operating in .the 'islands,

. Air
.'" '• , ~ '.37,.t.n ' Fghter,'- S " •'•'' VT^to' 1 Navy j '''.':.' . 

VS-10 (Navy)." 
VB-10 (Navy); '
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The Division special :troops were, also considerably strength 
ened by the arrival of additional tanks, .transport and amphibious 
tractor elements and the 2d Raider Battalion. By November 18 
there -were 5,581 men in this group compared with ..its low-ebb 
force of only 2,386 in October,

The Eighth Marines (3,186 officers and men) and another 
Army Infantry Regiment, the 182d (2,146 officers and men), were 
established in the Solomon's by early in December, In addition, 
the Army nad brought in the .following groups: units of the 57th 
Engineer s~~303 .men; 715 Field, and Coast Artillery personnel, and 
a detachment of the 101st Medical Regiment of 220 officers and men, .''".''".-

The Aola area was now garrisoned by/ 289 Marine's, 981 Army 
Infantrymen, 86 Field Artillery troops and the officers and men 
of .the Acorn (Red) One, U« S. K., : 493 strong,

Our forces in the Solomons of all services now numbered
'59,416. . • • •

•By 10 December a large pari of the 1st Division had departed, 
excepting the Seventh Marines. fThe Second, Eighth and Tenth 
Marines, along with the America! Division of the U, S* Array 
undertook the garrisoning of thie island.

• \

In the last phase of the c'afipaign., which ended December 10, 
our casualties were more heavy tjhan in the other three phases 
.totalled-, We lost 320 officers and 3818 men in this period, but 
the stream of reenforcementjs, more especially towards the end, 
was more than enough to offset losses..

Our forces involved in 'the entire ̂ campaign were approximate 
ly 32,000 Marine and Naval personnel, approximately 18,000 Array 
personnel. Total Naval and Marine losses in the campaign were 
426 officers and 4,860 men,

ANNEX W (3)



•PHASE II

1 -• • _ ;•'.' -': '••"• ANNEX"X- /-.':. : - , ;, .'•

NUMERICAL' SUMMARY OF CASUALTIES IN UNITS OF 
. '•• . FIRST MAHINE. DIVISION (reinfdreed)

KIA

AUG 7th^9th;
IstMJarDl-V.
2nd Mar; •
1st Raider Bn,
10'th Mar. . 

. -U3N Cub 1, ANB

PHASE' III AUG'

2

2nd ;Mar;; .."•":
•IstRal-der. 3n» , , 10th Mar'.,'-'' ' •"'"•', 

, USN-.& USA. AIR'-.
;TJSN "..cub V-ANB:
PHASE IV ' 
AU.G,21s'tr3EP 18th;' ~~

7

1
rt

2
4
2

• 2nd'Mar\ 
1st Raider Bn. 
10th, Mar.. • •' 

. USN-&" USA AIR 
MAG #14 & 23- 
.USN Cub.l, ANB

* PHASg V
SEP 19th^PEC 10th:-------- iv

4
1

2
11
2

-.2
Halde.r.-Bn. ' **>

2nd Map, 
1st Raider. Bn. , 
lOtb Mar. 
U3N.-& USA AIR 
HAG #14 & 23 ' 
USK Cub, 1, ANB 
.U.S.. Aiii-iY " .

Ala
18th 
'10th

19
28
1

21' 1 

1 
1

' DIED- . 
(of wounds j* 

other oauses) 
1: off.Enl: ~r- -g~*

U- 2

140
' *"?

24
2

^1 

2

406
52
11
3

: 1
23
•41
144
54
13

8
31

1
2.
1

11
" ^*

1

- •' 1 -, - r- 

UNIDENTIFIED;

MIA
*,T - •'•

Off
T..—

•"*
w*

•••

•4
—'•'•• ~
—
~
M»

3
**

: ** •
uu,'

16
"•*

2
_
_
1

•34
, '. '. M

M

1 •

CM •

CD:••« 
»«*
W-

' .4'-

• ;

.Etti}'T"'
3

. »•*

*••

*••

27
»*

•»»

~

*Mk

**

1
- ... •

\11
1
*.
7
1

16
3
—
2
5

30
' .13

~
10
.1.

' ,;.- '-m+

•-?•
«

: . • ~ .

EVAC
"i' •' • • .

.•TOTALS
•: .*

•:"bifVEnli (l . Off.
«i fcaiyjn^

• -^J.1•4
1 '*"*

• *^

3
..
—
«

1
"

24
. ~

6
'.. M

-
16

*^

-94
19

3
1
3

38
V26
.24
. 9

•-?

' Tt

' ' *-•

"'"•W3
31
.50'2

2

2i2- '4
5
M
—
V

373
2

48
9

• -
13

9

1654
291

44
9
5

86^ s 186-1
376
198
;42

2
7

^~Q~"

1
. 7

•-*

. -'*™

8
—
~
rf

1
•MB

35 ;,-
7,
_
2

36
2

112
25

4
1
6

. .83"•'28
48

.. 12
.1
. •'.»*?

•H.

' *-•
^

EnlTOT
56
83'3

_.'•?

71
7
7"1

P
*T"

525
2

84
12

*.
21
12

2083
1 346

55
14

• 11
.,4?9

315
521
262

- .56
••''/ . ••

10
40
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TOTAL' -FQR PERIOD;. •",•••• ":' 
1st Mar Div.'' 29 5'98 
2nd. Mar. . 4,. 83 

. V'lsf Raidir Bn t '4 "64

(fo.r all Units :" 
'• .' -••• • listed) • •'. "•,". 
'•••'' - .;• : ' 86.. 1020

.0
1

(CONT) '"'

;:-,-,8 45: ' ; -"2 .9
-•» 11

124 2122 164 2786
20 353 26 452
13 147 18 229

;.4 34 ' 62 132 275 36:2^ 428 4860

-. "cf

:•':'.*;-s.



i
'•* ••; ' ; ' ANN3X X (OONT.)

''ALPHABETICAL LIST OP DIAGNOSES WITH TOTAL .N%BSR: 
; •'ADMISSIONS AND RSADMIS.SIONS FOR : SAQH-; ...;>•

•'.'•• ' • • '"FIRST MARIN3 DIVISION ONLY •
Diseases

DlAGNpSTIC NUMBER

Ab scess , Per itons;iilar.!#500.'.. , 
Abscess., Unclassified #1300) . . 
Appendicitis, Acute #304 
.Appendicitis, Chronic #378 ' 
Bronchitis, Acute #817 ' ' 

' Burfatis,'; Acute .#i66'4 ' •' ' 
Cu'l culUs.. (UMnary System )#749 

' Catarrh' al Peyer, .^cutq $801' '' "
IriJ^lameel #233A''''

" Dermatitis Venenata-.'^l 916 
..Dermatitis :#1 917 . : - 

. plagjaosis Undetermined 
. Dysentery, BSqil lary #90)2 
; 3nte'ropolitis, Acute #323 
."enteritis,, Acute ^322 
. 3pididymitis, Acute i :'
.Flat"' P

Acute #332, 
Gonococcus Infactiori, Urethra#l'205 
Hemorrhoids #336 
Hernia,. Inguinal, Indirect 

. Impetigo CJontagiosa. #1934 
;Ingrowing' Nail #1937 .. 

adenitis *

.--.Malaria ' 
,'MiiMtES #810) : 
|jip i Disease ^(Mental CJbservation)"' : " ''

AUG..

I1
0"* "fr-.\-"• 6

3•1
.1
67
12

^; 2.

' . 0)
. li

•' '2

3
••: 0)•• " <y.

:• 0 '

:' 6
:- 0

:• 3
.228

4•. ;• "2r-.""' i-"''

3
: 1

0
0
3

H;
2
6

, . .S.SPT.,
*,

-t
•9

• 4
• :; '4

0)"5.
3

160)
48

.. 4
... 2.

• ,12
. . 1L•25

4' - "5
:.. 6
; i„ . '•" o

", 4
245

7
9

14
5

.. •. .. 2: " 9
0

3169
'-'v 5
-• ; ' 5

OCT,-

7
14
3
3

..7•5
..5
11571'09

.. l!Q) "'*• : '']i

. ;23L
1 f^.9-

: '"31f
5.: 9.'r'v-5

'•': 31
^'312

20
: J-23• : a

3
12
211

,....'. 5• j
9

'' v:: :- 3'

.. .. ": • 2;J ; 116

.NOV. ;
•"' ^-' .: ''•

4
: ' $2 '

3' 3
•31•'•1

."2 '

26•^Ji*5 '
.'. • • •'•' 7. •

il7" .- "5.
•^•viiS; 2-

•• c
-? 6

•" 2
«" *
•-' a?

: ' 68-. 1
6
7
2
4

••< 4 :
7.3283' '

' '•* ,.» '

- • 0)
v ; A:

DSC.
/,o•*-" i
©
i,:i-

; i
JLl,.13- •

; , 0)
. ..-(3)•••4

- 01
-. 4

0)
, "• *

f. 0)

i>
^ o

• , 2
. 12
:• - 0»

0
0
2
2

7 2
3

334
.'.., 0

-• l
" i.

'. TOTAL
1 r •"".13

36
17
16
12

: 43
. 12
371
273' 21

,,;;'io
••-55

- ''.17
, .•'' 81' 'll

-••14

-A ..

• ':• • ' 1C'12

' ..46
• ^76

13
20
34
33
14

."ye 221?
5749• -j-.-.. i?

, rr. 10
.v.r* 30
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Pharyngitis., Acute #822
Psychoneurosis, Hysteria
Psychoheurosis, Situational #1521
Psychoneurosis,. War-Neurosis #.1'537
Shock #2153•'. -'"-." 

. Syphilis #1207' 

..Tonsillitis Acute #8115- ' • .'
'All Other 1 Causes ('Causes for ; 

which'total admissions were 
less than.'lO) .

Burn; #250:8'' - 
'Oppression, .

' .Coiltuslbn #2512.". - .'.--, •• ;-. ''. . ' '- 
Dii"gnosis':;Jndt3termined #2518 
Sxh.au at ion from ovarexertion #2526 
Fracture. ^Simple #2531 - . . ,, .-.: 
Heat. Exhaustion* .#2535 

1 Intf a cranial .--Injury #2543 - 
Killled in action*- Details Not

•Known, #2545,';' .'•-:.. ; , ; ..... 
Spra.Vn Joint' ; #.255o! ' • • 
S.tra.in,..; Muscular #2552 - 
Wound, Gunshot ''#2576 :. ' 
Wound, ..Incised .#2562 ...,-.<. :

Wound,. .Lacerated #,2563 
Wou'n.d, Punctured #2565 
'All' Other. Causes''

Pois.oning. Venom (insect) #2$0'6

2
2
2
CD
.2"2

5

4 '
32
11
-7
8
4

26

" • ; 3- '
23
3

110)
CD
2

86

33

In/juries,

• •'$.
O
4
6
<3»
3

IP
2

57
4
3

230)1'
-27"
2
5

7
- 7"•: 310

-8
2

- 10
15•2

•' 66
8' ''-2

' 443
3
2•""• - 311
8

20

Poisonings

• ; 3-
23
3

110)
CD
2

86

1104

313
T 66

9
6

12
17

-13
II

72
20'
5

50)2
3
6

26
7

300.

''• ': '.:-.. 2.
•' i

i
113

; i
•• . ,2'

•-.-. -^';
.'• . 55

a
: 197 '

3v ' s/.
•- " '2

• 5
8

f " ; :'.

;: 46•; 12
. . 4

. 293
2
0
6

' I" '.:' 9'

0) 
0>
I
0
d) 
.7

q>
0)
o
V

C
0),

5
2
a
4
I 
a
I
I
2

3 I1- 6.2 . f 

TOTAL ALL CAUSES'(1st Mar Div Only)

12 
58 
17

131 
IT 
10

177

314

33 
...92
."-30

315
316
36
:46

: 23

241
46
14

1472
310
10

, 51
'.. 18

: 46

;..: 12 
10635

t



Killed In 
Action

X (CONT)' /
,. AUGUST 7 TO DECEMBER'. 10), 19-42

" Di«d Of :Dlsd Other Wounded {en* Evacuated Missing in 
Causes___ .•my Action)____ '.'•.. Action

AUGUST

.SEPT34BER

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER -

DECSvIBER

TOTAL

t

t

1

<

1

t

103

3i65

1196

1L24

O:

,588

i

l

i

t

•

I

I

5
o.

a
".*

6

t
• i

V.I

1

.
1

1 • • 1
5 1

2 |

2 t

2 ». •

12 i :

• .t
: »

t
t
t

t51? •*

457

433

744

449
- 36'=

.2118

t

*

i

t

i

i

25

1

5

• 4
'6

39

TOTAL AD- AUGUST 1 • SEPTEMBER OCTOBERMISSIONS'...'•' " " : '""'•' " ' ':
:(Including ' . . 
RA'sj > 770) '

TOT. I, '-J
••; 1.1653

__ NOVEMBER

f I5f2 • t 373? i 4200) 

I 6492 t 1.0683 i

DECmiBSR TOTAL,'

t 428 | 10722

i 512 t 28686
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* 4
SUMMARY

•KILLED IN ACTION OR DIED AS A RESULT OF WOUNDS,
FIRST MARINE DIVISION (REINFORCED)

7 AUGUST TO 10 DECEMBER, igU2.'

Divi sion Headquarters Company...................... 1
First Signal Company............................... 6
First Service Battalion. ? , T ........................ 1
Company "A" (Transport)............................ 1
Company "B" (Transport)............................ 1
First Tank Battalio^-............................... 12
First Special Weapons 'Baitalion, t..., T ...'........... 8
First Medical Battalion,,................ r ......... 1
F^rst Amphibian Tractor Battalionj,,..... ?r ,, ? ...... 3

H&S Company, First Marines.,..,. ?r .... 3
Weapons Company, First Marines,,,..... 1
1st Battalion, First Marines,..... r ... 3^
£nd Battalion, First Marines,......... ^
3rd Battalion, First Marines,, ., ,.*... 25 

First Marines,.,.,..,... t •...', t .,-.... T , t .. • • .T777... 107

H&S Campany, Fifth Marines.,,. j,,.. T .. , ^ 
Weapons Company, Fifth Marine s fv....... 3

. 1st Battali^n^ Fifth Marines. ffr .... r 59
2nd Battalion, Fifth Marines.,..,..,.... 58
3*d Balbtalifn, 'Fifth Mctrines... 1,...,, 63 

Fifth Marines...,',..,.,.,..,,.... ̂ ,,,.,,,..,.'.,.'... -1C 5

E&S Company , Seventh Marines. ......... 3
Weapons Company, Ssvesnth Marines ? ., . M 1 
1st Battalion, Seventh Marines.. . r .... 90
^nd Battalion, Seventh Marines. ...,..., 80
3rd Battalion, Seventh Marines, ....,., ^l6

Seventh Marines ............ . T M ......... r .;........ 190

H&S Company, Eleventh Marines T , p.. t . T : 1 
Special Weapons, Eleventh Marines. T . T . 3 
1st Battalion, Eleventh Marines. ... MT 8 
2nd Battalion, Eleventh Mar|nes T , ? T . ,.' ^ 
3rd Battalion, Elaventh Marines, . , ,,.. ., 9 
5th Battalion, Eleventh Marines. r p , r i> ^19 

Eleventh, Marines ,,,,,,..,,.. r . T ...,.'.'.,...... T .,. r ^5

First Pioneer Battalion... ... , Mf . T . T . T . ..'. ,. r .,,. 10
First Engineer Battalion. . T 1 ,. T , ^ .! ; ...... r . ..... 10
First Parachute Battalion. ...!,,.,. T . , »,, T ......... T ^

Total for First Marine Bivision, ,,,...,.,'..,,......,...... 627

First Raider Battalion............................. 73
Third Defense Battalion. ... .^ ...,....',...,........ . - 6
Fifth Defense Battalion,., ..,'........,............. 2

IstBattalion, Second Marines.., ...... t ^3
2xxd Battalion, Second Marines. ........ 13
3rd Battalion.,' Second Marines. . ....... 3&
K&S Company, Second Marines-,.. ......... — ~ 1 ..«,. ... ^__

" Weapons Company , Second' Marines. ...... .^ _2^
Second Marines... .............................. ... . 95

1st Battalion, Eighth Marines. ...,..., 20
2nd. Battalion, Eighth Marines, ........ 32
?rd Battalion, Eighth Marines, ........ 7

Xighuh- Marines. . ............................... . . ... . 59

•I'enth Marines ................. , , ................... U ,
Second Tank Battalion. .. T .......................... 3
Second Medical Battalion. . ............ ... .......... 3



SUMMARY -. Killed in .Action or Died as a Result" of Wounds , First Marine 
Division (Reinforced), 7 August to 10 December, 19^2.....Sheet Number Two

Second Raider Battalion............................. 16
Sixth Construction Battalion........................ 5
First Marine Air Wing....'....'..". ....................... H2

Headquarters. ?i6Uth Infantry'-,...'/..".... 3
Medical De.tachwont, i&Uuh "infantry,'.... 5.
Service. Company, ".b'-'-th. luffintry .,„...'... 1 
Anti-tank s lo-'-th Itf antry„, ..'.,'..,'....., 1

. .1st Battalion, l6Uth infantry,„.,.'.,.„-. -^5 
2nd Battalion, j.SUtb. y.n.fan.t.:-y. „'. . 1.... „ £2
3rd. Battalion, J.b.Ui:-h Infantry.......... 5U

l6Uth Infantry ('0,. S» Ai'^ry) .,.,,.',................. ̂ 131

Headquarters; 182nd r.nfanlry. ..«„„... „.. ?. 
Band, 182nd J.nf a.ntry.,.,... ..'.o.,.,...... 2
Medical Detachment.,..,..,,.,-............ 2
1st Battalion, !S2ncL Infantry."........., '27 '
2nd Battalion,- 'J.32nd Infantry........... 11.

182nd Infantry (U.S. Arrny) ,.........'.".............. UU

U.S.C.G. (Staff Commander Task Force'f62)........... 1
B-17 ^ U.S. Army Aviation Group. ................... 1
-USA - 71...............'.........-.,.'..::'.'.'..l..... r . 1
67th Fighter' Squadron, U. S. Array.................... 2
2U5th Field Artillery Battalion..................... 1
Advance lla.val Base................................. 1
CulD One......... T ....................... *............ 2
US3 Calhoun........,...................'.....'....... 2
USS Gregory.........,...,../...................;,.. 2
USS Laf f ey. ....................... f .......~~,:...... 1
USS Walke..................................".; ."..-..... 7
USS Atlanta....."..............................,..., 6
USS Monssen........................................ 7
USS Barton......................................... 1
USS Aaron Ward..................................... 1
USS Preston. ...................... 1................ 1
USS. San Francisco ................................... 1
USS Gushing........................................ 10
USS Me Farland.....................,. . ? .............. 10
USS Pensacola,...................................... 55
USS New Orleans...................................... 65
USS North Hampton. .................... r ............ r .. J

U. S. Navy - Miscellaneous............................ 23

Unidentified........................ T ................ U2

Total Other than-Pirst Marine Divi-sion. .-.>7 .:..,..'."..... 691;
Total First Marine Division.Reinforced...'.........,........... T , 1,318
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ANNEX Y

nQe' -'Section,, I;'':%jieadq:uarter;s ;; ;.'F.ir.st;. ..'Marine ̂ Vision./ ' . ."'<;;,/v!''' Fleet 'Marine: Force,;''" ' •' • Fleet' "Post -office, San Franoispo, Calif.,

• .:•; -•-•:,- August • 7.' .--ta peo

e e t-jjaa^fc g- )•• rr ;; —••••;-••-- •. r;-..-..^..-.... - .... - - .. .
',., ...GAS.- HEM.

^ .. ,fHASE' ,!.' ''£hei7jy;.. 1 s^i'ength.as-ri Of ; - -August- '6j^ 'Gavutu.'& .
"' ''"''

Guadalcanal 2$p;)iaval,-g-4rr'lsbri,; 1000 laborers 100 •de;ta,i3iiraehtig-;'aiid:i-QPs^ ".''.•:- •^•'"•": :*"• ••\^. '..::•.:-:' '"':r'.j?'.' :.•/?'.. .:JE'.'.Q. : T''A':..-I;.", ; 3500
PHASE 14.' C!agualtle;s;i-T''Gayutu\&~Tanarabogo; ., 900.* •' . ' .'!' Tulagi ^QO'»-: 'Florida; 50v./ Guadaloanal" •'•y' ' ' 50 ;• • - '• .- -. ;•:....- ..:•:. ''-.".. . '

..Enemy strengtii^liv^'f^ugaat. 9;-' ^Florida': ' ; ' •''-

'•!.< . ^c'A§?. : IlI.Add- : to enemy. :8t.ipengt'fi^;''3;-d^3^;,;'^et»dJainent: • "."' 12QQ,: • OasuaIible3|-.Flo:ri;da^ i; 50. auad-aloanal; 600 (ihpl. 300 prjrs.onfirs), . Total 650 . -"••'• -'' ' . -^"...:'"• , ' •• ' ••• • •-'• ,"'.. V;..,.T-;6?T A .Ij 4500 2050, ..: Enemy' etr.ength; ae - of. .August 20:-. " .. . ; r' . • 1900 ralnu'^ 660' p^u's .1200..;',...,'•"''i ;-.:•. ;••;' • • v -^v '•'•:..•;'•:;;.a?;^.j-A L • - 2450
,to ' eneiay i.atr^ngth|.rT . Kawaguohi"; 3rlg -.ade* :- 2500;. ''•(is.^S^pto'rJ^pl'ue- forward elrr .enient s . of "2\d - Clvi stbn ( W Sector, )sr 1 . e .''

• . . . .Ca.suai;jti :eg:jii ,:T^nar.u": X, 000., 'Bloody ..- • Ridge :^.: :3ii 000^ . f Add, sit cause, e »•• ' '

; • F'l:orlda,:.'" T50-.v-; ,_.••........,;.,,,•. ,! . •>.-.: .:....,, w.;-.-..,;: ;i::i;..,-'-$',e- :T.-A-;L- . -'••-• 5100
'" '• •• • / - • ., ANNEX.. I (if



.'-. ....... f; :' •.-...-.....

, . _ ;i . , ._ .. . ,.,_,,,.. ..,,_______ . ' .« 3000__r> '''''''-: '-v: '''9 :;''-T <-''^V'Vi • .^'5^'^y^'''-- ^:>r~'--'' • ; ' '
PHASE V. "Add.'to.".;eneray; strength;- 'W Sector,. _ ._. ^.-

. , -O *«5. '' T*N*l" \f ̂  Q "1* f^\TS • r*"L v ^ '^ "' •'^^ /Mm's^ VH "4" 'A' .' ^'Vi* *-» 4* .: '' ' '.' -1

never:, got.- S.he^fe.^i'is^ r-0$j;f©Vp'irtg.Y' e;f.- 'en_tsta^d^4^e:^ .. .• ! '' ̂l 165.00, - '. - : :-^:' 23500"

Casualties:- TO:<October;j iO :, ^nolud'Ing' firs.t • "jjush'-'rWv •• 5(3(3, '•'.'•••'p.o: •Od't.-pber--;<'::;i;te'-:n
S. 'Oectoi? -.100Q W Septorv 'add-l all, causes, opntaots .&. Qprabat patr-rols , .' *'v ; '

'
,T6 "November 15,i'.inpl 2ti ; 
.1000,'-add all"causes: 10 
Deo. 1, including .3d., : pus^i ;^; AOOO,••-•. ' 'add'a 11 -G&vi&i&^'-^&QpJ^-'-^Q. 'Jec^ .10, : . ' \, ... -'- ''
Add' Astrolabe and 'Guyabu's'u'-^d^io'h^ * ' ; '^ "100, and E sector 700 (7th Marines'..;and.' ;2d Raider'a^y- : -'. "TotaX 10:, 3pj^A;.^.- ; Ci,-,v •; 15400
E'neiuy 'streng-th as; of; December lOV'-'a^"""" most all" in vf Sector, but,no.tto.becpnsldered. entirely ef€eo'tive{-8100-;- - y ; ,;...:

(cttiiiig-., total " ';,...,. ,v' '••^•'^•-•^•^ 8100
" '"• -V ' -' - ^ -.

NOT_Ejj .". .-These totals, 2.3,500 .and, 15>400y of eneijiy strength and casualties covering !the : wnc):i;e"per.fpd. J, represent those numbers accruing the'-to'tal'.l&ss'ea/to the Japanese by activities on- land* 'Th'ey dc npt r include. ,air personnel',..... ....__'s'on^l-.sJll|^^^ii&iiQ^^. • ".'"f".' '.'..:- ^''^^'•'^.^'^ •^^•••^(^'''^;^;: - t
'" '''' ' ^-- : ••"••'•'v" ,'-".'; ; . '•'-• •..'<~-:.x.'':':!Vi.^'%*
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t
____ '•' . ...ANNEX Z • • , ' :,>- •'V;^

: . "': ' '• ' '• LOGISTICS"..'- :' '' "" ' ' ''• " ' '".^ ."•"
• . " : " .- PHASE v - . : ;; .- • .' ' •'•'• ; ; /;.-'•

i ' • •-. ..-•-' . . -, ' MOTOR TRANSPORT . , ../"' '' ' : -'.:">..""

-.'•'. After the unloading operations were-.shifted to"' L'unga Point,, .. 
the .transportation problem1 became one of.clearing 'the. beaches-as>'' /''• 
quickly as possible, and delivering, th'e-incoming.;supplies to ^tjie '.^" 
dumps'as secondary -necessity.- v Certain; of ou ;̂ limited. t'ranspor?tat-;. 
ion was essential to supplying food and. water to the mimerpus.V;. ;;• 
messes; As Wciter'had to be .hauled .-frofti ;Athe'\water point's along „'''•' 
the Lunga River to the. var.ip.us xprganlzat'ion areas 'bath by -water ..,':.-':; 
trailer) of which there 'were- no where .near;, en-o-ugh/. and by -5 .-..gali'cin'v 
cans, 'a- lot ox- our- - :transpbrtation .was busy'-'dolng-'-this.* •' ;-'To,-.ge,tv'' '] • 
sufficient trucks ' : to; ;.clear .'beaches.,• it was necessary';t6- ;:"'6all \on ,';.f" 
all units to. send a-large part of . the prime taovers-'t'p;'Jha%l-..wit'h« . •;'' 
This practice 'of" using-prime .movers .to..ha.ul suppliesyis ;bne that 
should j.bc avoided 'when possible, but', due..to the^lack. of ;^sufficient 
large .trucks on. the i'slan'd-it was necessaryv .One 'or two. '-.tractor;' 
•trailers :tha:t were "available proved extremely useful in the. work'; 
of hauling' gasp 1-1 ne ' drums and heavy .ammunition.. . .. J'^-.-i-/ ; - . ;, -•'."

Break doVas' 'did', their part towards^ making transportation..,a' ..-'- 
problem, The repair, seati'on.and- their .vit^.1' eqUipme'rlt and. :.sp.are: ' •: 
parts, were 'not larided, until', m'pre -than..' 'two months #fterv inl^al . | • 
^landing despite :'r6pea:ted',- re'q'ue'sts -to.; have., tfrem^landed; '--/Thi's "mad'e'''^- 
it impossible to keep all.the.'ve^icles';.bperat;ingf >iany''requests- . • 
'wc-r.e . s.ent for. more '.large; 'trucks, 'but : there/ were'; . hever -more .than" ••'""'; . 
"30$. of the allowance of' large trucks .for, a division^availabie bh ' ' •• 
the. Island. .Our .captured vehicles were used-".- fdurl.ng all the 'dry'- • 
weather, but with'the. slighes.t rain they were'rendered inoperative-.

s- other,units.";were : .landed 'on -the islan.d'*->;th..e, 
>rtatlon' .bebaftie more acute as '-n^rter of^^ them, '^as -ali&wed^,.;^Q 

.._.. ig up larg'e truc-ks, . ..The mistaken 'idea:"had•••••reatjfi-e'd^ce^t.ain';p:f.-.' rv 
the rear supply authorities t-hat ..we,,had no use of ti*'u'6ks W ,-|.'|-;:'tbh, 
or larger capacity; . "This, idea was. a grieivpus ——""" '""'"'"

! During the: months ,of.-ct0'be-r:.:.and -: b^e^e^hyfeMt't^^'Ott- • 
ino'toriaod each night .-(to.'.. p;rpVid^; >f..;mdbilBc; r.e.servie. ; To &cc,p.int)lii6ii- •-" 
this' it was "neces-s'ary'- <3apii ni.gh't^to ceCll 'fa .all! :tru<Jk'si!' o^,4|'- J^' : ': ' 
capacity' and have; them assemble .ln.-t$e res-e'ipve 'bai/^ii^n va^iigy^^''' 1 
3uf i'icic.uit trucks, .could be assembled "tp^mbtor^ze ' i:'£>U't '.'on>| batfal^ '";• 
ion 'at a'.- t.lm'e.. .-,•.., ' '"' ' - cr' :- ^•.-^•••. r;.' "" -. " •" '" V 1'^; 'a^.- ,..::"" -^ -''r; ' : • -- iJ -'-• •'• '- r '-i;i "-*'' • ••• '•- * iVv</ ". . . .

; .In .concluding this dummarjr. pf lv[prtpr .^ , 
ployed in tl^e .Guadalcanal opera..tlon>-%^tfi;-in ; ;,£aots should "b'e 'Ve-t -*v 
forth that; will b:e djf 'i'^erest and '"
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:.'•:. (a)'. The £ .ton truck- (Jeep;) ,: is' -'our'-Tiicst :effi'QT6'rit combat ; Vehicle. ..-,.. • '. ; '. ;-;v<. ^ '/- ; '/-'- ••''^^•'••••- •••."••"': '••• v : -r- : V ••-' ^ ;: '. •' 
.1 (b) Ft Is: essential.to," have -some repair fac"illtlesr"laWded-. <' - 

with their equipment in the....earlier stages .of the operation. 
':•';;/to) The .full tfllowanc.es/of vehicles for the various units of 
tfte division are :.nece-ssa :ry; /for' an;-efficient operation, • " '". ":"• •
•:'': (d) The 'allowance: o.f : -.-water carTs.-.'sho'iil.d -be increased by -'-100$,'' 

-'. ' (e) An . adequate/"'supply ,of •spa'r^' ̂ a:rt|:, must be ; Maintained'., in :" -.-':'- : ' 
the Base Depots and:.ra.ust ' :be-.; 'shipped regul,'ai?ly- $o,: th.@,.forward"1 el~ ..'.V. ; ' ements." .•'.•'••;• ; -'. ' ; (. •;;;"•/»••' <.-.• "•• •.•••'.•• ,:- : : / :'^.\\---^-,-^' --.j-.: • ';--;£';v^';':',:-•••-•- -v

(f) Captured vehi6l.es .should not,.pe' : "-t'aS:en over by the unit 
first s'elzing.them,-but 1 BhoiU'ld.. tbe taken?; Q.y.er. ;,;aadhserviced by train-- 
ed -motor, transport p.e.3?apnner:p-r'i.or:-vt6V;p];ac^ .:•'

- ' '"'" -v '"- : -.:" '-:'- : ,.: .-••.':'•' '.':-v : PIONEERS:.' i>": ; :;j/.: . -./:':•. '•( '.'.•'•>•' At,;t

•• On -20 September, : -.th.eyPio'he.e'rrs/^pPk'.pVer.-'.defense-.,of- "the-beach.'•':-.•'• : * 
unloading yarea ..and-"moved .th.ere-;-wh-ic'h- proved.-...to:.-be >'-' very: logical 
conception, With :the arrival :of:.,equipment, principally a: fte^'.'^- ' 
T.eurrieau Crane and a .j\?ortiiwest''.'Crane.,,' Ability -to handre 'tH£e.'^un 
loading of-heavy'-i'tems'-of'; equipment-was-vastly' increased :'an'd- an. ;•• - ; 
AK with'from. 3000 to- 3'500/l.o;ng. tpns;,o:f.-'.c:argo .'coul'd ;be: dpmpl'etely' • 
unloaded in from 30 to ' 35 'working hour.s^ ; : On"-13. 'October, : .tfap art- "" 
il.lery--c'oinmen;ce'd;-ihtermittent. shelling -of^t'tie 'be'aich- We'sl;' b'f -LU-N&A-"'- 
POI.NT and this .caused, cessation, of. unl'oa-ding activity:-ih. that1 a;.r."ea :. 
This task consequently; was turned over to the Naval Activities- 
present -under Cub One,; and-'tne beach,between. Lun'ga Lagoon'and the 
Teharu- River, was .prepared ,to; .receive' cargo.- This;"'condltldn;':bphfr
•tinaed with .two exceptions: -the .unloading'of the". 182d. Infa'n-try / • 
which was brought ashore ih the -Kukuin' Beach Area,- and thesiinlbad^ -.-, • '• • 
4-ng of..the 147th Infantry which .was "landed at Velin'avua'-Village,',; , .. 
'b.dth; of which were handled by the Pioneer 1 Battalion, 'The^l^t'tl^r"-'/ :• * - 
.unlpadlng ...was- notew.orthy 'in that it approximated "ah actUaJl l'arid~" ; 
'i't|g\. ; -"Ohe --Company" of Pi;oneer.,3v-arrlve:d at-, the :Site .;w:lthr -<lbd"ift two ; .' !.:

• houjp-s.-bf • daylight .'left in which/to ̂ prepare it .for a-!:ta:.s;k. to'. ooin4;.:'-," ."'.--.- 
rii^'c-e;-at daylight the -following da'y. <• Elementa/o^-Acorn ;-One'.: vfe're-'-^r.-- - T/ 
a|ready present with "bulldozers^ . a".', crane &nd.' a".supply of>:.3;bm-erf ell'd- l&tsv." -Dump sites 'Were selected, .r^uniirays bulldoz-ed:, .:ahd'- ; l.al^'.;:! -"'--••-;^"' 
.with m;5..t, and the dump areas cl'ea'red by dark,- all.::-pf:'.which: was ••'•-.-'-c-:-^:.^ 
made-possible by the' presence..of;...and 'Use' of heavy'druty.' bull-dozer's'. $"-'"

During'both Phase IV- and..V,.-the' 'Pioneers- eng.aged, i:n:-:cdrtsid-;-.;.:--;'••''-'.' 
erable demolition, personnel and booby trap activity, principally 
in conjuction with the 5th Marines and in'preparation of their own" 
beach defense... lines. 3y the end of the period,, two complete lines 
of entrenchments with- emplacements, for machine guns and 37rnm guns 
had been constructed, . ....'• ;-.;;• •.;, ...;;;..;;.;
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V - ENGINEERS ... ... /••;" .*

.' 'On 21-September , v -the Engineer.. Qiitta.Jlon-;m;6:v; .e;icL.lnto"'%-1ri-e'w;" •
•bivouac positid:rl ; ''iriN ('the1 ".b; e-a'ch ; :are.a.> '': "£&• occupied- and"organize~'d • 

for "defense' tiiat' 'aei3''tci';rv.b: oUii<a:e.<a''o.n.,t.]ie ..East :b.y.--.AL.jilMT'0R'-CREEK'-- 
-ccritl' on the. -West'b"y' ; the'"East'' branch '..of 'LUM-.QA-RIViR;. a--|Vr.ont .of'-some .:£5bo yards,.}, •''',.'''- "•^V'\V. r V•;; •' •• .•>'••.'.\..V.-•• V':'^:'*^.v^' '

r-" A 'second water'-, unit Was '.'np.w-.pp1;' Into operation'.on- the .East*.'. 
y-bank of- the.'LUNG&Ri-.ViR...J,ust belby^.the-'^a in-bridge, .A mobile: unit
-had 'already _ beerr installed to replb^ l'^he . overloaded-^protabie: .unit' 

Vcjuriginally "installed--.on- : .the,.West bknk of- the riyei'i.;... Throughout,•:.-. 
..the <.entire operation,vx^hese .'.units functioned' :y'nde:r".overloaded•'.•'•• '••.< 
.opndltions and'their efficiency was.a .tr.a.'t3u <be';,tQ/well : irained'"-e'n- 
a.l-ilBt"e'd.-oper'a.tors, LucKl-ly.,-.vno; : hiVg ;\^'e'^. i.e:yer,'';.s6are4; ,pnVet tther-.. of;-- 

' '-th^s^e units ;b.y< either ,bombs.--.or ishellfi.rG^,.^I/though' ''quent n-ear misses-. ''-, --- 1-"- " . •: : •• -.'•.•'••'••.. *•< ' - .- •-••--
-- •-" '••'' ' •' '•' •' " • ''' '•••'-

•;•.;:• - • The month of 'Oc.tob.er;;_ '^as taken-' up. ^i;th;-rdad .coristru'ction' ;an.d'., 
"/'improyement in.. all forward' '.'ar$as.j. 'construction .a^id;imprbvement;;; '. .
•'.OJ 'via.'l"r -raid shelters, -.aha ;ge.n,era^.im£rbv.^
''far ;as -mat erial. a-'- available'- would.' a,lio?.'V.'5^ii,e "--large- group- ;--6'f" high 
trees, oh .the opposite -side : of.^th^-'-ijlJNGA : RIVER..' Ih.-ex't en s-i'oh. 6'f;.''thfe--' \ 
bpfiiber '; strip had: a'lr~eady,;bej2n,. -felled by,^ -Eh'g-ine^erB,, to alibw. a . be.t^- .,'

• |.er angle : of -appr-oacli. for incoming "planes;^': a^--'bdbp'Qut> trees . :ih '.' \ 
fin, .extensiori' : 'o'f ...the runway to; . some. 5500 "feet.;- ̂ hioh ••' wa| now .b'eing- 

. aocompli''she,d by .the Sixth ̂ ' '"•'' "'

"- ;An- anti-tank mine, field'. was lai:d'by ^Sn -'Obmpany -just.-. : W:es:t; : •'• 
of 'LIJNGA- '-POINT, . extending. fr"p.in/'i&e'':hiirsYdown
ing a-; .'total, of -some 9'OC) raine's.,. ', Three, .bmnds^vere :"laid usin'g a stand 
ard riohgeametric pattern, ,A;det.aile.d .chart wftis turned -in'..t-d : the : : v 
bi vision "Headquarters.. 'arid ./to .'the : 5th: Marines : showing; lo cation -p;:f.;T: ' :-:- ' 
l|lnes, TDUt . in ; spl:te - of normal -precautions,. seyera:l| Vehicles :--.--we';pe,-. •'"'• 
|eniobili2ed i'n-;the field but no serious- injury ^b' fccasidhed.; " ; :. ; . : ;" - ,.' •'•-.. .'•'-'. ,:•. '. • : -:: :> ':-:

." -A footbridge- (floating) -was.. Go.mplete4:. :al 6ro'ss the LUNQA , :T&ti]E&.?t 
(#104 804019-87) ;a;t : a: 'polnt^ about .ISOO-'yards Sou'th-.pf ,the^ria;in^a;irr*,;: '' '' ' ; '.
field on;-'2i3.--Oo'tqb^r.r;:-; l|a;tl,0r'lal:Used-.'cpriaisted-of slight ' :l:i;fmberiir ; ';^_ : :, 
salvaged from' d-em/olish'-ed : buildings and "empty,, fue"! drums;..-'. :Th.is-i- r " 
type of footbridge' .(corijti'.uc-te-d by «Dn Company) ••.was .fouhd-.to- be 
very satisfactory .iuri tll;';pains; - caused : su44en. flood stream 'in the 
river, and then nb.floa'ting bridge would hold;

Work of imp.rpvirig-'b'eaoh. de'fense.s-was a oon-tinudUs-. project 
and a great deal of maintenance .of:., protective ...arid tactical wire
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was required, due to the fact that It was set. up- in;the sarid/and 
a'lso because of ship, unloading., a great,. deal ,p.f. whitehrwa's/'carried 
out.in. the .Englne-.er' s.ec:tpr»" : ' ; -.-- •••'-, ••••'; -'"'••" '•;/ ; ".- f - •. •.•'.r\\:.\v>.- *'••'•''"> ~ :-

During'tills''period as .'before, the ^.ack .of. Engineer-.-materials
-'and adequate ..equipment', particularly' -;h^a;yy...eart.h-1mov;j;h-g' equipment , 
was -the-'.-so-urpe of .;pontihuai.-dif'f-iculty*^' ','By:'--c.popera';tipn with .'the 
Sixth .frKival 'Constr.uc.t.'to;n;.;Ba;tt<allon^ :''the';'.u-sp- :- o.f,- all',avalla.'bl.e equip-

' men ; tp /the' best /adva-ntage- wea^eff e;.ct.e.d|1 ^;; ) •..,'".•,.-'*•; ''•' - : ' "•..-..

:'-.- .•, .On 26- Oct'obe:r.,. "B 11 .. Company -wa.:S. :.pr!iered. ujp/.to./ t-he-"MATAi\ilKAy."
•'RIVEil. line-'-'tb-'r.ein'fprce-'the 3d- -Battalion-,. Seventh- Marin'es^,. where.-- 
It'remained"until 31 Cctobe'r, wh-en it returned: to the 1 Battalion.. 
n.B"'.-Corapan-y suffered three- casualties while;, on jthls.-.'dUty^V. •'.. '.;'

.'...-» • -., • • ' ' - •':''• \ ," . ' "\ '• *' . ".,•-#.-"*•.', '- . ''

were aonstiru'cljed in the dark by'"Air ',, ir C1l .-a.nd. ^Df'.-. Go-nipanl e s». These 
bridges were of simple construc:trdrt,, con'^lsti-jrig,,vOf a .trea:dway 40" 
wide 'supported on' a 2.'r ..x. 4." 'stringers';: w.hi'.ph :were.-.,fastene-d"' to ; a ' 
light,;--framework-,' -"to-.which.."fuel drums vei^e. lasheA-^ .^hev-;seetl-ons had 
b'een prefabrioated' s.p. that; installation^^consisted mere'lyrof laeh« 
Ing--the dr'ums to the : sect ions > floa.tlng.', then).,, ahd securing1 •them : 
•end to end with bolts, so; that• each bay- was hinged .to..the nexti;; 
This is., not to say that.it wa'a.'.a- islrnple qp.eratlon.••-.-in the dark where 
silence was quite an impprtan't factor.;;.''-banks/pf thev; stream: x^ere' 
raugh/Qhd covered -with ,tnl.ok; undergrowth,. • The entire bridge was. 
se'cured with light lines to'a line stretched from one. bank to th_e, 
other. The security for the bridgehead during,.construction' wa's;'- ; 
furni-.she.d by a company from'..the Fl:fth :'Marlnes-y la.ch bridge when '.'.'^ 
q|}jnp";i.6t'e :d carried, quite satisfactorily ;.a 'double polumnrof-" assault' - their•-' "'' ! •• : '''' ''' ''• '''

'•'•'•;;"-• 'During -the day (],' November.) 'a vehloular ̂brid-g^.-.of. the--old-ton j^ 
Temporary .Pier. was. constr-u.<?ted near -'the' fQptl?ri4§e;& ito oar'iry ; supply 
loada for. the advanoing, a't'tiaok', {'Although, the .br-^.dgfi:.was' finishe'd;; 
tha-t: :day,. 11; was ;not. av;a'liable-for use until'noon of the following 
day, : for : an acces-s"road'to the main beach road ,had to -be cut througii, 
whioh Involved in addition^ the cons true tlpn pf-a :-small i50T 6t>0- ""' 
brldg.e aor'oss'a drainage, ditoiil. Constructipn pfvLthlsM.bri"dge -;Was , 
accorapllBhed : lfii about, three ̂ iiours, whioh ..^no-' ' :Y;:' 
shaping'pf.. the <; coconut logs 'p.f which -ft wa^s :,
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. •'' In . this .operation-; '• th'e 2riglneer: :Ba'tta.iio.n.,,fur.ni shed to.'. 'the 
Fifth Marines one ''of fi-cei*: and : .twejity-;in'etf a:s^^a.;,demo]^-;ti-.o'n. party. 

''whose mission was to • destroy. . enemy suj3^Me:s- iin^d ,e,cfcuipment which 
-were - captured. .. ."- ' •'• •' '•• ;,V- ,.•..•:';•'..-" .'• •'•*'•"-"•;.- /„' . ,-,.-,.' • • \- ,V .".';". . '

On :,5 •N.6y.eraberV: -'th'e-''-En/
dge .' to cross "the -'IlitJ '.RIVEA. .-A :recoRni.issance was . wade • and . .'• 

it was .decided that •' in brde'r 'to', s-av-e! ;;tlme ;-' "t4h| 'bjr'id-g.e-- w-qjuMi' be - 
constructed at- : , the mouth q'f; , tiie .r^er at-.'p^'cfl.cal'ly :-t,he vs^me'.'- ' : - 
point '.where the- -first' 't-empdrary, bridge ori-'-tni-s'^ r^ver, .was; in'stalle'd 
'tm.'': 9, -'August, By. 1700", '' t'raf flc.': w0.s mpv-ing^acrdCs-.^he' jiew .feiridg*, 
a tribute, to '.the •e-?fic'ie'n6;y':: £f : '^
was. a -•"T'u'bl'elox" .Dock,"; 'bu't :/;th'e 'a-ecking '^as an'.bdd" as.5qrtment' :: of n' : 
ScOlvaged lumper.. of varying' i.engths, .giving a vague' impressidiS of' 
a -patchwork- guilt-^.-beauty 6c"."desigh-, ••ho\A?e'yer.> w.as^nbt'-v.ai/.-.fa.'-et&r.'-''"' 
to ;b'e conslider.ed'.-. v ,The: '•wid-th ^ of. ...the :Q-rossin^'2ft ;."tfli.s? rp©int-.1was.-j '. ;; 
'about. . 90 feet ' with . a; dentil ...of : w^ter --of about' - :3i'. f.e.,et' -.at cliow' -.t-i'd'e ,' 
and. with a smooth sand bottom,' the only diff.icult . feature. -lay" in ' 
th'e swiftness, of the- '-ourrent'.. -pian^.'. weT'e:' 'already be.i.ng made to. . 
construct a more, permanent bri'dge upstream- ,on the, ILU, (#104
C-) G A (~\ r~i ^""l' 1? \ --. -!> .'_• — . « i4- «.-rt.^_ -— .^ ^-. T J j^. J ' • 4- 1*. -i ^" ' •*• 'i— Jl. _. A* — »>:.- — _ . _ — . -_ T— — J J _ - . T T /^ i* i *1 /5

the.
-rlv'er. scoured away- 'the -.abutments, . ;.d.e'-spl.'fre''' the- '6;ff.orts. -Qf-'.&'-;2-4- ' : r_."' 
hour. -a day., main t-enahbie' -orewi '••' \ ; j. n.- -'" .'v -^""'-.'" ! ''; '... .'..".''•.. • '' ' ."'.:•'• ' ^' ;-. • "•"•' '*" T"

A-- . 3y '11. November, ' however >. as.'t'ijob.er bent bVid"ge..'vhad.--b>:eia^com^ ;- 
p'leted. by ..''B 1 '.. Company at a'; pp'lhti.kbput; 800- ya'r'ds up'streamio.n. the ' " 
ILU... and 'a. Second temporary '"^..Tubel.ox!1. bridge -had 'b'een.iins, tailed by.. ..
I'D-" ' Company at 'the 'identical ''slt'er-'-of r 'the --.araph'ibiah tpac-t'or' '"bridge^ :: '."* ' 
'(#104- 08861997—7 .August') /oh. the • ILU /backwash bpjpq.site .aiea oh RED..'". 
This allowed an -access r'6'ute ,all. the way- Ea.st- t.o...t^.-iaA'L3;i43IU'.r- ." 
RIVER (K.OLI POINT). .-Floodstr'eara's. oame =of ten- i;.the:s'e:;.day;s >;-:howeyer;r . - ; 
'and the night after- the" timber', bridge .-on" the. ILU.waV,' .epm-piete'd, ""'•"'': 
a;- sudden, flood' rise piled- heavy drift agaln'st the bents and -the '.. ... ..;'
swift current scoured under the upstream 'side- of .'-the .pudsllls, ..so ; . :. 
th';.it ;qn - the. .morrting - 'of '' the '12th, what /had/ been ' a raUhfr . .proud . ., '-.'".„. 
looking 'bridge,; . : had"a.^ definite "list to1,..'starbbird l''>."'r :The. bridge '",,.: ;'.-," 
•was' strongly constructed", however, and ''after a_.'; blt,',Q^ -bracing up,':'.'''' . 
in the 'right .places'/ 'it developed, that it 'wou'ld';'.p.arry. traffic., sat- ;• 
is'factorily up to' 12 tons. ;.' ' .-. ; . .. •• ' : ' • • \. '; ./ '''.'•, . " ., ••',••. <; - T '^'''. > ''"'1 ;"',:.''

,F6r several -weeks', 'a ; small ;-crew- of-' En;ginee.^a..'-fro'io-.-::.^I) ll\.Somp^riy. 
had been ..'work-ing bh .;;a-"-p"ile" driver. ,t.o- be use"d ; lii OQnstru.Qt,iqn..i qf:\ "'.-.-. 
bridges;/ that .tyouldvbV ..s'uf f-i-oiently '. strong- to' wtth.s'tandy.the.f'efl'e'cts'- 1 
of the "sudden flood, ris'es in, the rivers. ;bn the 'island. ' On , 'several 
occasions,^ flood rise's -o'f; -' 6-7 : f eet in a few hours had. occurred
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and no .'temporary .struatu're;'•could stand "against th,.e:pres^Ur.e- of•".'."." 
water--arid debris that'-'ce.pe \rushing do'kn after a jneavy;; rain-in.'.'" / ' 
.the 'mountains. .-The fin.i'shed -pile 'driver" .would certainly .never -.'.;. ' 
have ivon a contest for beauty,- but -'-'it WQ.-S- capable. of doing a j'db .
•and' that., was important.": .Hrwa's "coris'-tr'ucted of ; steel: fram sev'eral'"
salvaged: Japanese rooi.-tru$se's'," welde~d and'braced with-3/4" cable;
it was powered with; a geseline' engine ''driven -'winch,- :dropping v "a... ....
5.00 pound.; hammer, and. 'its 'smoothness-af 'operation wa.s.-.-a sourGe''df '-.
constant amazement to a'll"hands. --"ffhls ;'pi:le"-driver.-.was..put.- into/ r .
operation for-.the..firs.t--ti-nie;.on 14-; Wovem'ber' by fl,D"?:Oompany,.'pn-...th)3.' 
.ILU RIVER alongside 'of'1 'the.: timber bent-'j6b!:;:which'had fa-red r e.o, ',"'"-. 
.badly in the -last- flood., Vi'tn. a''''d-eterm'ihati'on: to'./construct-, a'bridge 

. that would withstand any" f loody' .'Eight.'inch'' pilings 'vwere; . ; driven'\..' •',
eight tp' ten-feet" in toXthe '.sarid1' 'and gravel bofc.dm-s>-..-four -to^ the" .
bent., :Us-in'(^.i3:-fo^t'^spansj'-1 f,ivje_:.; co'c-on'u.t log, stringers".were. in<-'. .,"
stalled in.;: ea.cn span. 'Th'e .decking; was .an .-'odd; assortment of anyr-/' .
thing vthat ..could' be salvaged'\ that approached any , similarity;.'-to ".......
two inch- lumber..'., -This briclge .;Vu'lei;c/e.s&'f-ully' .'.carried. 14~t6n.loads ',.":..'-'
and' was rat.ed.--at :'17-- : tona< ,'A .blt'^Qf-^uneaslhessrwas ..alwjay^ : feLt.... 
in the use of coconut "logs in '""'bridge '•c'ohs-truct ion,. ;'-for nothing.'"
very -definite was ..known..about'the- characteristics . of . this material; '
-moreover, their, great weight •'caused considerable, difficulty in con 
struction,. ,F-urth..err r it was' fe'ar'ed-' tfiat -after drying..-out in. the. ._ 
hot .tropical, -sun.,:. a "great. .deS.l;'-'o'f the'-strength o-f the fibers, of . 
the -coconut,: log wouldr be ipst.^/This'rnaferial was'-frequently,.u-se,d.>,. 
however,.- .for,, the ...lack, of .anything; better', '• " •• •:•-.•.•••"• -::,;••-;::• ;,•..,/'

•••' ' .Abo.ut••••? November,. at ! "'I.tib&lbx 11^^ Bridge'was pushed ac-rosB..;.the 
mouth' -of • the--V/est" 'branch''' pf; 'the 'ixiAliTMBIU RIVER by.f'l'.C'1 Company,.... 
to a.ssist .'i-n- the;, supply .pf : troops; • ettgaged'in operations, on. KDLI ..'... 1;' 
POINT... At .'this 's'am4._'y.m.eV;'an'-a;t'terapt:;^aS' alsQ;being -ma-die to..'m'aKe r ; ' v 
a. crossing "'at the ,'mout'h of'th-e main vb'raWch" of/.the river, -bii.'t .'as ."..... 
'luck would have - ,11, the' water was ri sing -.'so - ;fast that abuteme'ntg "'.'.'.. 
were s.coure'd away ..faster than.; they- cotild -be built,, --'•This : ;.at.tempt.'' : - 

. was..,abandohed ;and- a . temporary'-'I^Ubelox""-bridge- was-, started..at. a',.:,... 
point .about .5500.-,yards upstream>': :, : Jt was. known .that another'.'..sudde'^' 
rise ; in ; the; river would taken':-any- tempbrary- bridge with .it, .But, ... 
ther'.e .being, ;n©- other..ciaterials ; available,; It .w.as; 'thought;, that'..;;. ;l 
p6'&si.b.ly':; som.ejuse' juight"';be' :.gotteh- p;utv:of- It. be.fore- -it.' went .the ''Vay 
of ; all .te-mporaryAbridges..-of.-this typ-ev ; -.-This'/bridge;,|Was : finlshed.'. 
on 15 'November, but it was destiriad^^ n-ever. to; barry^ tra,ffic, That . 
night •• came' ;anoth»er sudden -.rise : in the'river (between eight and1 teh' 
feet), completely inundating t;he bridge,, and by morning nothing ' 
waa.vlef t -but 'a /pile of . wreqkage o'ri '-: eliiieriibank, "^ heartbreaking , 
sight 'to vme-n';-w'ho.-iiad^'ork.ed'..fr:orn 'd^yll-ght "to: : dark';o« i-treV-con- ;..,;.•. 
truotion. 1 However,'wdrk was beg'uti''-l.itinie.^
to be 'operated" on the same site, : This ferry was. Qohstructed, inr- 
stalled and operated by "B" 'Gompariyiof the 2d Engineers., which had
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'come"" :in with -the Elgh'th MariD'es; ' Oil drums; were used, for floats' 
and parts : of the Temporary, ,pler^removea--,from;Vth^ 
RIVER: site, about. ISVHovejaber.) were used. :for abutments.^'.;'-Power' " t ' 
was. supplied::'-to -operate the fe-rr,yby '-& winch on "the rear1'.'of a". / 
praetor. one-ton truck loads were contemplated* '•'.'..

,j': ' About 18 November'; it became. .rieces.sai*y ftb in s.t'ali"; another 
temporary bridge (vehicular.) 1 ori t-he-MATAKlKAU' RIVER 'at; the. same. 
s'ite-aV;..t'he.:firs't-.'-on0i,v-;''Thl'S'.bri-dg.e.-wa.s. put in -with rib" great'dif 
ficulty;.: (.except- an occks'ional;ar;t.J;l-l'eryf/barrage);, ahd'iwaB still ;"'• : 
being Used;, .when".ihe battalion dqparte-d. from-'the' ; islan"dv" Temp^-" 
orary bridges on the kATANIKAU seldom gave any difficulty, due to. 
the. fact that-the current was ••never': very swift', '"' ' ;

.V /At. thi-s- time-...(18;- November}., a part--of H&S "Company had started 
work' 'bn. rebuilding and improving the rpad leadihg across the r'idges 
jiist. West' of /the bomber airfield across the LUNGAi : This involved 
cutting' through the tops of; two:'ridges-,v,an;; estimated £000 cubic ' : 
yards .of-.earth-moying:,.- The-job was accomplished in about 10 days 
and the,results a/fforded two rou-te-s'-."passable 1 '"in any weather to' : ' 
the southern perimeter:* :•'?. .. / ••.•. ,. :;;•',; '.-•• - • '.'

,.;•' •'••/'By .'this time,. two 1 additional water purification units had ... ; .._, 
b'een-installed :-to ;re5lieve; the load .-on-.the two units 'on> the .LUN&A, : 
One portable .unit was operated ;on the MATAN-IKAU and the other,, a 
mobile unit was- located /on. the ;XLU rRIVER ; 'at 'the : site -i'df" the p'er'ffi- ' 
ahent pile bent bridge previously .discussed:. In addition to 
these, a portable unit-xvae: set/-^p/ v ^d;operated East of. the MAL~ 

' li'-IBIU RIVERS for about -a week during'the latter p.art of November.

About 20 November^: twq-rabr/e. bridged'wiei?ie;"'s'tarted; one'was 
at a point about,,900 .yards ! (#10:4 07932022) •.•from- the mouth .-of :tiae ": 
East branch-of the LU-NG-A RIVER -to /access ito' the /small'-~Iceland -
to the West; and the- other was;at ,;a point"about ; 1,500 :yards r (#104 
08041987) .South of the airfield on-'ther LUNGA. : ^here was vnb; :dbubt ; 
that any. bridge expected t;o stand .-for niore'-than .several : days •in 
the •LryNGA',.'-iau.s.t '.be something of ''a permanent structure; ; '';By this- ; ' :
•time 'the Sixth Naval Construction;- Battalion ;was beginWlhg' to 6p- : . 
erate a make-shift .sawmill which could turn out a.limited supply' 
of lumber suitable;.for, bride decking. On' both:' the bridges'just : ' ;' 
mentioned , it was ' p.lanne:,d- to ;use;' for' .stringers 33 foot: spans':' con- ;:; 
s-truct-ed from- Japanese s.teelr.roof-••.truss-ess'',-' which, had been int-eri'ded";' !

• for. use In airplane.-hangars;- obviously, ^h-e'se- v;-ste;el':-'mem:be;rs'--were;:/"" 
not designed .for; ,'.support- of-sri-dgeri:oads,«bu1r-: by weldi''n-g^"in;; ad-f''-' . - - 
ditional bracing,-, and-.'limiting:, -the', pay•••lpa-d:s.;tO' about 8 :'tonB^--^!^' - r 
was- -calculated-"that- the'.' strup-t>u.»e-' would be, sati'-sfa'b-t'bry-.-" ^Dii'-the; 
bridge South of the airfield,-."D" - Company; operated?its pile ..driver/ 
driving t.en pilings.' f^r; eachutewt to":.stippdrt' the steel" '" '
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On.the other bidge, "C" Company, to support the trusses, construct 
ed, cribwo.rk pier :s,-o.f '.coconut, lags-., weightj.ed ;down; with .grave'l-*fll~. 

..Ce'd sand bags.. ^The'.deptn.-of the 'streaai. at. -this.. po:lnt 'WaV-norm- ;; --'
- :'ally very shallow,; : sq.'that-;th'isv;type, of! construct ion . :;w&s '.h'ot too 

<•' difficult. After .e':ach/cr.ib; was.-fi^ishe.d,.' : .-sh'eet pilings-was; 'dr.iv^
eh around the base...of it -to pr.ey.enik.^sc.ouring under "'by: ; the' swift 

"' current... Keitheir'. o.f ..the s.e,.rbrl.dges'- w'e.re r .c:om.ple-ted;-be:f ore. the Bat- 
'talion left the island- 'pfi.-^ .pe.c^mb'ey:,-;: much ".delay/being' op'cas's'ioned 
.by lack of;' niat'er ie.l ;,and: equipment^,-but;.'it was beli'e-v.ed • that with' 
.necessary mat'erialy .the.y..f'cpuld(; ibe completed •in.vseveral. more.'days*

.." .During",' thb-'peribd''-.-.?r.o'ra. 19 •.September ;;tb." departure from 'the - 
•i'sland,. .by r far.- the .biggest '.jobs requir-ed'-pf the 'Engineer Battalion 
consisted of bridging, but- much routine-'work' i\rerif on- continually

-"such-as water supply ,'\demplltions 1, .iparticulgtrly' disposal of "duds, 
,-shell and .bombs, ,-a-nd. the-blowing of craters"'for burying .enemy dead; 
road work; construction' and."repair:-.of ' :bomb shelters;' and -lasfc ; :

- but no.t least,- a state'-'o'f. constant r.ea'din'es,s for 'the defense vpf 
the beach sector, ocGupled^byvthe Sat tali on;' ;-' '•••. •'•?•' '-•'-'

•..' -. '.'.''Supply activi.ti.es. duririg- this -.phase,. were^'-prlm-arily 'those -'re'-
latirig' /to; ., • . / .-._•..;'. ;-''.'•;.,./?. • '•*•: • ;: . ';•••'"• > "''. v.' ••-;•'. ':;"//. -- :'- ' •. -: " ' ; • - : • • ';.

' ' (a) Replenishment .and 'allocation of supplies, (see :appe'hdix.: '"3"). ' •.'.-.. ; : ' -:^- •• -:^-- y '- '••':'•••' -M'fif--'. ;'•'" .---vr •• v- v-
(.b) Survey, of supply -with recommendations for 'levels to be 

main-ta.i.ned ;( see appendix "5 11 ). ' 
;:•;' '(c): Maintenance; 'and allocation of -raotpr •.transport.^;-'' ("see' 
;mq;tor .transport -rjep'or it )'...• '• ' ,-:-. •:; .• . .• •-.•••';'--:-•. •'"•' . ^-^^ 7 ; ••; '•'•'•• 
':'•.':. l.(d)."-.T.rariaf er , of1 .' unloading-: activities to jiaval" •.'operating-' base•ppntrpl. • .';''' ..; ' . • •..'.'•.,:-;;'; . ;-- .•"-.•'. • ;•.•.';,•:"* ''I:'-'-.--'- "•''• -y: -'•'•'':" 

••'/• (-e)-. Initial employmen-t of: native, labor. •:•--. ;. : ': - :.---:'- :; ..- V '..'J.-- '•»:
(•fJ^O'onst-ructlgh . of ...roads : an.d-.-'bridges'. ••; .-..• 

-. (g) Transfer of supply 'Functipn.s to 'Army » 
... , ; - •: - .;.- •• •• •. ;;- ,-. ; .Replenishment ."o'-f-.vSuppHe'.s ,,-.'
••'•.'.•.•'••'• -.'. ' : '-• '•'( '•' .''.. : '''-'- ; -•-.'- ..-•• ; :': -.. . •

The ration l.e-vel during ^his phased s'hbv/ed steady'
nt^. not- . only in, -quantity) but.-.aliSQ: in', qdality;.'- - Increases 

iftyt'he; garrisofi . required van increase -in daily-. -rations; from- 35'-. ?' '••'*• 
tpri-'s-.- to : 50 'tons . ' :Los ses; ,due' --'to. en-emy-. actionwe'r/e ne-gl-lgibl-e , ; i-.' : *'. 
A'ithoy-'gh., :a f'ev?; c^t.tj^e :were';' s'l§,;ug.h,t^.ed,; . t'h,e, 'native; Ja-erfds- ' 
practi'caliy lntab't""'wneh- the Division was relieved.:'" "

..'.. :. '•.'Tent-s^ge^ , -'Teiifs/were never i adequate, -for- the • re quire merit s. • 
By;^restr.ie.ting ..,ten.tage: •.tb. r.Q;^fice>g.'of, .field. ranky: -th'.e- 'remainder 
prpyid-e'd. 'shelltei* for 'offices' .a;n,d - storage, of. r'atrio.n?^- :'-' : ' •-. -.'••'•

'.• .V-.'.,.';,'.; ." -;}'!,•;. j :VO:.;' ; vV O'i-^* ',. ;;';; ' :' v.' ; -''- •- '•.''.'"-•'•, : ".'.•••-• ^T •••••"•
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• ,- : . .j/io'squitor 'Nets•; 'There' was; an: ap'tite.shortage' bf-'n-ets from 
the :.beginning and-supply never equalled the demandy -Undoubtedly 

. this ';.f a'ctor-.was largely'. responsible -for the high. incidence' of 
malaria. Individual nets for each.man 'Is .recommended as a must 
for future operations -in, similartheatres*. ... .;';••, • •

•'••'• Equipment /and .SuopXies for- .^Defensive Works., ••-. -.As late-;:a--s^ • 
.October .5..) .a message/ Was .-sent'-tp/.GTF 62 'requasti-ng; barbed wlre,: 
on Information stocks were available-" at But ton » ;\r/.As 'additional '• 
organizations arrived with full equipment,^intrenching' -tool's and 
.barbed wire, were .allocated to the several sector^-.- Ba'dly heeded 
defensive works'were pushed'and- the' troops managed : to have seme' - 
wire'before them in the several enemy attacks... -However,"the per~ : 
iraeter was not completely wired before' the 'Divisl-on ;wa-s 'relieved, 
due to''lack of wire -and pickets,': ;..'„ ,". , ... . ; ; • *.. .'".••;••'.- . '- : '-* * -

Liquid Fuels. : : ' -_ ; ','•'_ '•--'•' '• '•'•'•.'.:.'' ' '-' 
, : .,. • • -Motor. .-.All Ja'p truck'gas x«?as eventually used plus 
additional supplied from Tulagi..;• Motor 'gas supplies reached a 
.critically low-level several times during Novembe.r...-,'An 'emergency 
was .averted, only by hurried shipments of Jap'aviation/ga-s from 
Tulagi which was-blended with Jap motor .gas, •• ,,(eee :appendix fl 4" •' 
for details), - '' .'• ' ' . •' • . . ; -" : . .-'•';> y ; : ;-'. ^'•"••:'• .'> ;. "

'Q-lothing.. •' The supply'of clothing, was. iiiadequate,,,'for the •'•:'\ ;;: 
'demand, When.--the.-'Di vis ion was reliev.edi it was necessary to 
•..furnish .army'1 , uniforms to. the troopsv '; • •.. • ^y- •.'.< .'''.•' :',"'V"''

...'.'.' Kerpsene, All Jap 'keros'ehe.-and .n'apth'a^were' used' .to'.'augmehtr' • 
;our meagre s'uppvly, : ' .(.appendix ''4" )\ v ...!;' ','/'' ' ;;..--.-•'-. :•; • : ' '.

"- - Aviati-on- gag,.; Although problems of.. supply of: aviation gas 
vra.;S .a. function of nsval---activity, D-4 kept..in 'touch-: with this • .•;••'•••• • 

' vital-problem. 0-asoline levels were, usually. sritlcalV ̂  gefteralTy 
tlie'' v's;'uppl.y was less :tlian ; '5 days-, .due to increa'a.in-g numb'^i'Sj'of^air-' 
craft.. aM,constant aerial patJrp.lB -:. especially.>'^f.uellin'g'S-17 1 s 
which .la'nd'ed fr.om-,vdi8t'an't 1vrnlss'ipns.. > . '.During..-.t]ae'-;'entire?.:peribd'. 
covered by this report,' -all gas'was. delivered in-....dr.um's,":-vand the'- ' "• 
v:ast q;uaritity placed, .-'a ".si-rain-on the. supply pfv.s-u.ch;-.c;ontalWe'rdj : '- s^ 
besides requiring'-art immense'1 amount of labor 'va^'.dotlme'j •:* with Wh'eniy. r 
attacks on supply" ships' '^B-ver' threa.t.eriljig. .',pn-,dotPbernlSy'; after 
enemy "nwval 'bombardment •during "the .early;.inp"rniri;@-.hou;j?S'> ;40'' ra'lroraft 
were reported;.di:sab-led -and: tfi<e' '""gas', 'supply'- exhausted,•• except that 
which, was .being salvaged from wrecked planes.. .D-^4 personnel 
immediately .checked aviatj 
the empties and-:s-.uc:ce'e ;ded' 
S upp ly - f o r - p la-n e s: •;
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were sent to CTF 62 stating. the crisi'S and .several -DC"r3 rs were 
''sent in'with-about; 10''-drums, each-.-' 'It .was .:the : be-s't'-'that could '.be 
done, however inadequate-, 'until ;ships eriroute could land"sub- 
stantial -supplies,. •-'" , ; \. . : , ' •','•"•" .- .'.' '".' ' -•"..'•'''

• Ammunition,; Mb ammunition was'-received- a'ft.er 'the- initial.' ' -. 
landing ̂ until "The 7th -Marines; arrive'd,,. Sept 18... About 10 u/f., . • .. 
o.f ammunition .'With additional-' hand'•-grenad.es and 81mm Mortar .shell, 
and 28'days rations;' 500" drums'-fuel, 2/3 o.f. barbed'wire, were landed,. 
Five u/f were allocated .to • this 'regiment, ;'and-' the': :re'ma-ihder formed 
the nucleus of the.Division Reserve.• Rations, fuel,, arid other 
supplies were'\sir:tilarlyLhanai.e4;: t.6 : repleni6h5dli?/isio'n 'dumps.-•• '. . 
The-next -imp'orty.iit."a'ddition to'.supplies-'was landed- by. : the 164th •'- ... 
Infantry'- 5 'u/f ammunition and equivalent .rations.,, wire,' t.ent'age 
etc. ~. :about November-'5. '.These supplies were, absorbed by-the Div 
ision in a manner similar to'- that --applying' to'' the -7-th-Marines-. 
With the arrival,'of the'. 138th'.•Infantry., . about 12'November, the 
US Army assumed responsibility for-,defense of -the' sector, west of 
the. Lunga-River, ;-and. all,,amm'unirti6n landed by-.this regiment'remained 
in Array control;'. .A.clivision' dump was lo.cated in tha-t 'sector and 
only reports'of readiness.'were required of the two sectors from ' . 
that' time-until .the. 1st. 'Divisio'n.' was .relieved by : .theArmy, •, 
Following the 'b'atti.e. :of.'Raider''s -Ridge, a 'eerlous..shortage Of: 81mm. 
shelly 37min 'oannister, and Ml?-signals, "developed and, in'-response 
to urgent requests, CTF 62 shipped in substantial quantities of . 
this ammunition by air, to relieve the situation, M17- signals 1 were 
the only available .means for illuminating the battle field at . .- 
nightr^—a situation--for'-which no provision had.."been<made arid for'.. 
wn-i oh the T3A'allowances'were not in-tended,' .- .'. •• "• '. '

. •' - 'With'the : arrival of '.the '1stEn llth Marines, additional • 
artillery called'for additional'ammunition, and the' supplies *f 
this .b'a-tt'alion'afforded' little more- than its own requirements. . -. - 
The battle ; of Raider's Hi.dg.e. showed^, clearly that, the demand for ;;_- 
artillery, fire v/ould,.exceed the-TBA*, allowanc.es. . CTF 62-'was 
requested- to-'expedite . shipment, of' this ammunition. .No substantial. 
amounts ̂ were forthcoming, and, following the .barrage at- MATANIKA.UV 
Oct;; -,8> supplies' were, running .darigerou'sly/low. ; -Urgsn dispatcher' 
were ...sent- CTF ;62 requesting- a le-v.el of 1^ u/f, of- 75mmPH- and" 17 u/f - 
105mm shell be mairitained, and- that' additional supplies--of 81mm'- 
shell.-be shipped by air,.,'. In .-reply,.'.QT.F.;62-.s-ta-ted» that 'ammunition 
was.• enrbute; arid that • no' -more•• 75mmPH-, and-' '81mm heavy shell was - 
available In 3.W. Pacific. About Nov. 10,,7-155mm guns and &~155 
howitzers, landed with'..5; u/f *: --They- '-were''engaged ;wlthin ; :3- da.ys and 
flre.d -2'.:U/f • and '3.5 •'U/f'.: r"e-spectively" rn' ;;tn4 next 3 wee-lcs:,''.' :."Sub- ... 
stantial replenlshmrehts .of-artil-1-e'ry'and mortar shelil;, $in:all-.'arms' 
ammunition and .37mm'. ammunition, -arrived"!^ late; -November/'to. : •
relieve, shorts-ges.'.'..^^ 1^ haS,;,plagued'-the''Division from' the battle of the' Tenaru.-- ' : :'" - '• . " ;
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Transfer of unldading activities to ..Naval. Operating--..-" • '"'';. Base-personnel,'"; •-'':,.'' .' .'- •'•'•'." ..:. , .

/. '•''••. 'The. nucleus, of 'a Naval Operating Base : was formed- under ; Lt» 
Coindr," Dexter, USCG- ; consisting of landing boats and their crews

- detached- from... the- AP ! s and AK'-s August' 9. •'• This ( detachment lab—' 
oreil- under great handicaps ".insufficient boats, boats' in bad. v:
-condition,, no repair facilities and'very ;llmlted ;p'er.sonnel;. • .- •

From the beginning, D~4. held to the1 principle that,, the 
beach head having been secured: , Supply of the Division was a . 
.Naval function-ay.icl that ̂ it should, be. administe'red'-and. manned by 
Naval personnel.,'...not only to the b.each, but.to the Division .dumps. 
Since it was impossible, for- the embryo'NOB .,to "do rmo're- that operate • ' 
and servlqe''the boats,;, the.Pioneer Battalion' continued- "to" furnish

--,-labor-'fox- .handling .-cargo -from- -ship's -holds', to: trucks',' 1 administer 
.the b'eacii and. supervise working parties details to augment pioneer
- personnel... "'.Division., M6.toB; .Transport carried the supplies;, to, the 
Division dumps, ..where, trucks'-w-ere. unloaded .by.' working parties, der 
tailed 'for'that purpp.se'".;f-roia troops on the; line-, :-JWitlr -the .advent. 
of'Cub .One, di-scussidns- with..th'e Chief of. Staff wer:at resume'd. rel- • 
ative'-to'Naval .perso'nnel as^uniming .•responsibility -f-o'r -supply,:'-fcut. 
,i.t'.was Tiot possible to effect--the .o"hange> because that" 'organisatlbn 
was not constituted for tha.t duty, their '.motor (and oth'er)!' 'equ>p~ 
ment .v/as'. sadly Inadequate..^ and. the .'improvement" o^f - the-^a'if'fle.l'd.'v 
urgently required their.-full attention^" Unloading .a'cti'vffl'es., "' 
there-fore remained-in the status quo. Early in October a.-Naval 
Construction Battalion, landed with partial equipment, and, as . ;.-.:.: 
a; re suit 6f'-erieiiiy shelling Kukum from shore bat teriesv unloading 
'activities were transferred to. the, Lunga Lago.onr-Tenaru"b:eaci:i,,,.. :• - t . 
and - N03 -ass''umed responsibility. ;f or unloading s.hips, :re-li.etihg' ..'• -.:.,- 
the 3?l'oneer,s. of^that' duty..'.' NOB furnished some labor ^aviation 

^ amffiunitio.n:}}-..some, .trucks and -drivers; but W'o^k-^ngJ-parft^^s^.w.^r.e 
" furnished. f.roffl:Di.visipn-and Army. troopav, :"Exper.lme'nta-l': empl'dyment. .-" 
of a' natiy.e/Labor battalion was .initiated at ..this.^ti'me^'''* , -;. ..--., -,

. '•' ; - '_ .. .. :••' .-.••'"' Native. Labor Battalion.' V-- . ; :' ' •- ' ^ ''V ::.••::.'.;••-*

' Under,.;the. auspice's of 'Drf2^, Mr. Wlt-te," •sup'erint.ende'n't :.:pf."',.;;- -\:: 
Lever Bros'. . plantation, - a's-s-e'mb'ied: a ': -"labb'r. .Wattall&nfl -'-b-f - n;'M'tivesi ;•,- 
on the i'sland.-v..Tw;o. native polic;e.bpys from;, the-groupv-b.f deyo'te'd' 
followersi-of; Captain- Clements, -British Army' I'ntell.ig-ene'e- Service, 
.served as-headman and interpreters. -:vA Marine officer was placed 
in command;."•'. !.".Th.4;S..j-iraboi*"-was': -primarily employed as carriers of 
si*ppliessfro'm boats to beach.dump-s -and- : t6-< load trucks,
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.During intervals -between -ship carnivals , it was- 'proposed ,t.o 
<-. employ- -this : labor -'-on roads, .v$nd ^th'er 'general labor,. The .natives
••forked' very well at first , .carrying loads -that bur,. men could not 
^'equal.- Their . effectiveness-'. soon Varied', ' The troops f raterni zed '

• with- them, trading- food, tobacco,, and even clothing for souvenirs, 
'A mistake was made;. in pampering them with a diet of American type 
instead of the habitual pound of. ..ripe, 'per man, per day, plus a . 
bit of meat*. They .soon -ctevelbp'ed; gastric disturbances^ ./A Medical

.Officer was assigned the: duty, .of oaring for 'them, ".and -further 
spoiled them by applying, bandages to their sores, etc. -With • 
childish : enthusiasm they- vied, with/ each other, to be f i.rst :.on sick 
report and. proudly displayed/ bigger and ;better bandage s. to their

' envious companions < At-' the' 'end "of .10 days, many , claimed.. ..•;:•
•their wages and departed, being .dissatisfied with. any labor other
•.than, as carriers,"- :- . '.- •'•;'." •'".--. •,' •/'-•'. ..,' , ,"•.••'-.- '=

At the instance o.f J -D~3» a gr,6'up' of., 50. was 'detailed" to carry . 
'rations and similar supplies to, -the trpbp;s farthest removed .from 
'-the feeaoil Vr.oad at MATANIKAU, where ..the supply problem was par t~. . 
icularly difflcul.t. '. It- -Was a. valuable aid to the .troops there, 
Conserving their -.energy, .by. employing riatives r-at 'work for. which ••' 
they are peculiarly adapted. ,. Late, in November NOB tcok^over : -, 
this activity and. Mr-. Witte was -p'erf e'cting plans'-to recruit about 
450 natives from Malaita,^whq;S'e>quality he. thought much higher .

that of Cac.tus^ Natives.:' ••'" - .. • ' :: . --i-'' ' -• . : : ' ,. '
. .

'-"•; :. From" the first .mention of impqrtirig natives within the- . 
perimeter, the Division Surgeon strongly opposed the plan .from 
a health standpoint •' *• . particularly" w,ith regard to malaria*- NO- 
do'ubt" the' medieai report ooniraents more fully 'on this, point. /

and Bridge e : .' !;^ ,..' •:-,;- . ,-,-

In'addition to the.construction described in the engineer 
repbrt,'; D--4 consulted with. Cub One. and Naval-Construction -Battalion 
of fic-ers regarding bridge's and 'apcess .roads..of-,.mo-jbe"- substantial 
"nature than our engineers were equipped to b.u,i;ld., , T- ; --.-..'.--.:

" ' ' " • ' •' " ' ' • ' ' • ' " ' . .,-'•'.•'•• - ••--'* *

Cub One very ingeniously' built two pile 'dr^Lve'rs from salvaged 
Jap channels, beams,- qable..and. .motars^ One was used to drive 
piling for a two-way: bridge: bver ...the ,Lunga, : .and,,for.-another .- 
across .the. Tenarii/ 6f 30'ton capacity, The other was .used to 
drive .piling for a'pier.at KT4k.um,.,.whicih : had 1?g ; ,be ; abando-ned-due t« 
er;eii!y :s^e.lling.- 'The' bull ding 'of ''the Luhga bridge wa's "symbolic of 
the ; Division fortunes, ..A. bridge .ha^d to be constructed as quickly 
as.p.ossible to .provide :coramunic-atl6n: between the sectors when the 
rains "should come, Constant interruptions plagued the orew rr
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hg'Y' shelling; i-ssiioj? tage; dt labor /'flash;flood s r ;..ete«.;-. paraia;*- tho.ae. -of"' the troop.&i,,-. rt; ;eee.me:cL that"'.iTt ; -; .would never,be .com^ ^',pieted>^;; IioweVie^'-traffic'v^pve(i r bver ;lt.'.1;h'e.> tfight- ;:pr&ce.eding';;-// >;- . ' 'the heaviest /-eTieciyv boabarcliaiBnt > pre.cee.din'g,.hie -first : .large r'scale- .landing^: '•*'•'..-' ;'•''•'*.' ^^%..-.'-^5 ;^ ^^;-^K:',^ ••"••-.•' "':r ' . : • •' '•'.'- .-^^-7 ;; '* '
inter-sector ciain^un^Qatlon ; was now relatl'V:ely' .s.eourie.; .a -fact that measurably relieved the anxieties- of the. staff. • • • : .

'-;•••: . .,- f v ; v.' "-'• Transfer of. Functions to "!th.e ; Array. .
v. 20» -e^pp!ly;^fic.ers:.and .per.s^bnne^^^^^d .with corresponding. '.^!&Q^^Q_'\Qt_:'^d^''T^^\-^}iQn'.^.:i^^i.ei'p^ thera6<|]Lves';.v3lth' pur'raethbds^arid- inv.eiitor.ies, ;.0rii;.13ov^..;3.ci Invent.'tt.riia,&.Herei taken of- supplies. on.!han;d,r receipt s g^yen^..and'-.th.e Army ; took' over ;oh Dec,. 1* ; . • -. .-._ .-; '; '[. '; ••. ••',-'/; ; - ,.' rX;,^ : :J : ' :— rr,

• ..'' ' :; '. ; '" "'•••-'" -:-'^- ....;! ::'- : . '•"•- '•••• ''->'": .- :..'- : '•' '-'••.••,•" ;'
' . -. ' •'. REOQMJAEKDAT|9_NS' •' BASED QN :Tii£..K?a?SHlEMQE

'"'•" rln order to e.xecut,e.". an. unloading .mission there raUst ,be pres~•ent .&fg?vU»,in essehtis.3. elementB, .najaelyj.. manpower, boats, trucks. : -;an.d equipine:nti ' Each of /these.'eleraen.-ts,. inay Vary -in quantity and ' " *'" -'amount; within "limits, but'i;, gene tally;, speaking 'j / s rshortage o.f .exl •\ = '"•;. ,1-ng Ain;.'ahy one'; requires '.^.d'ldiili'on^'l/'q^ua'htitie'sr-'of .^th'e',.Q'th*ers0 . .In/.'••orde-r.-.t.o, clarify1 these'v.s'tateBientei .•ea.ch Velenient :-v;iil be', treated ;;-;-"- ,eepa'r.tttely'-in- the fbil'pwing p^ar'%naph.s'|. •;.;';"• •"•"*# .",.•:••"".. .... ' . :. .
,. ,v • Boarts. obviously.,. are" the. first.".bb1j: .1<lerieckw !&o--.^e reduced.,• T-fre most suitable arev ,^,$ 'follows: : .Eigg'^^a''' ri:^pe,i-^L^r'i,i haci.' :• great.er capacity, than'.the. Bureau Ty-pe^.-TK Boats .for" they .can be . .'Unidad'ed ,by. !''Chain Methods 11.".wh;ere;a^..jth"e,y; '^ .re'quir.e.s'.' the 'lifting• 'of\ its 'b.a'rgo" ove'r ,a gunwale«• • How^-e'r,-' ^ajl1 boi£st.s; / -..prese''n'.t 'can. £lnd '.'.-mus/t .; -beV-u's'ed'v •: During the a'drainis'tVatiV;'e;' v'phas'e,,/ : >f here."•should-"'' •-• "•• •: be..a.v.bpat; p.ool- ;bas;pd in,the landing,-;a;^ea i:;'6f' :at'-least, twelve itank : '!..' ..l'igiite'r'6..^a'n-d' 'twenty Tare''.Ramp boats;'.' 1 a;idL: $he;''-mo.st .important -consid erations 'is.:'that' there'.'fbe 'an-v:am.ple' ::'^Upp.l^''of''-'B;pja-;rjB.-.;'pvart'S and .the •• ^.n'^.e-s'saryv. te;chnicians. present tp:;keep',,them -running...-.'-Unless Diesel.•'•• •".> dr'iv.e.n-;..bO!'at''s"-. "a're'.-r absolutely uhavail{ibid/- v ga:s eragined. Befts should• /.ynpt -bel'libf't^i'nvthis pool'; if or the.' .twq. very' pertinent reasons that • ' - their,,; 'fuel : bbn«untptioh:; is.- relatiVe.ly;; tJ^.;effl'endoos:;.aij.d.,tbey require -c ons'tan t ' c.a-r'e1',.- . /Eial n t enan c'e and; r epair: »'' ';'' -pi e^el'. drive'' b..oa.t s • ar e' -': 1 '' '- '''- '- ;' ''' ^' '' ? '''' - ; '-- ' '' '

'•••• ;" An •'.adequate -'s.up'ply; 'of'- t?ucks;;4.s/.es;s'ehti"$',l-.-be.oaus'^.'bf the direct bearing •'-they. r h^.ve on the raan'''p'o.^e'r^re.quired,,-,: During both' • 'the 'landing and' tn.e' adraini strati ve' phases of th'e 'operation supplies most be brought, across the beach and dispe'rsed into .dumps. If' ' '
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'those supplies have to -be- nioved by' hand • no ' mor.e.: -than a' h'un&r ed 
..•yards -.from the.^water.'s,edge,.'manpower: requirements, .double and if 
''•:the di'sta.nce :is.greater the'y become'"a'stronomioal-, As to the;.num« 

...-;-. ;ber required for a given operation,•. conditions are too. variable 
. v;-.-. to. attempt a -generalized estimate-. With a specific'operation in 

.view," sufficient conditions, should,be known, to- make a forecast. •
• '• . ••,•;„.,# • •'"'...••"'••'•••' ' .

.•••-• • . , ' . •'":'.'..•''•••" • - . • " ' •': '

- ' Regarding:;equipment', ;.tw'd. types 'of.'weight;.lifting devices
- . proved; extremely .useful> LeT-ourneau branes an.dVthe tractor-mounted 

'•swivel cranes of ...the Northwest-.type. Each has'-its'specific ap~
r plication.'.and''• dn.e . supplern-ents the/..other, ..Most-.efficient "use-of 

a Northwest .'requires , -either- a .float \deck ;or. finger .pier: on' which 
the crane can be/'placed and*'rema'in Cstatio'nary,: while .trucks are 
brought to it to! receive, the, cargo. '• 'For. v.ery heavy loads up to 
twenty tons, the^LeTourneau.'cant'b€ pushed.;in the; water along side ;

-the boat, make: it.s. .hoist, 1 land -'then carry the object up .the beach 
into a.dump^ it is.'somewhat more- flexible'than the Northwest, 
.and Its ability to pick up and., transport1 a "heavy -item mak.es-.lt very 
valuable, shear'/.legs with''Winches can be .employed,; but the North.- 
west crane is a superior device, :: Heavy dozers are an essential 
for clearing dump site's, and. runways to them. While corduroy 
runways can be constructed;,),tiie; 'most' satisfactory method of 
providing runways across/the1 ' sand., i s '/through, 'the use: o'f Somer-

-. feld mat, -and a quantity of this material .should b.e landed-in' the 
:'. --first boats/carrying' supplies')," ' -;'-';•.- •.' . • ' •' - : ".. .'.^-' •• v '

• • • ' -. • . '.'.-'-' ... . ....... --. * .."••••'-'
•'' '-'As 'indicated, b.e-f.ore,' th'e'-: Red' Beach' .'unloading, completely 

,-• .bogge.d down due'.to'an-'inadequate supply of manpower. Our ex 
perience indicated that-no more .supplies.-a.nd-requipment should be 
landed ^initially. than can 'be"unioaded in a 10'to 12. hour p.eriod, 
This'\sh"buTd embrace say. five "days of supply", of ammunition, rat 
ions (Cast :and Dog only), gasoline and oil, medical and some water 
depending on. locaj, availability'. .A labor, party af,1500 men work-

- •,/•". ing 'witho'ut reliefs-as such'should be sjif'fioi'ent> This. ;is-in ad- 
'• *•• - -ditio'n. .to the\5hpre .p.arty'i .men manhihg boats, and,working7 the shlp'^g

.'';•:•:'.• '•* ' • :> '' ''''•' "''' ADMINISTRATIVE PHASE... . . ' , :

• •' 'y i . • ,' ..:•.... 5 .- .' -.. '.' '-••••'"''. .. .• • ' o

; r"'After five 'cfey's, the beachhead .should ,b,£ .secured and AK r s 
.may be brought, in.i AS'-parti.cfP" .'the d'^qk; l.pAcr,---ljeT.ourne:au orianes 

rtr .' ;^nd the; ca't^ !!fieb*essary, fjoa^ their ( <5p :er£t-i6'ri 'and Northwest cranes 
1 should"fre' carried so :"that they may come ashore in the first loads. 
Each Engineer Regiment, should have four .^e.Tauweaufi.as;.pai'-t r<of its 

; . - ©rgajilc equipment, in add^tlbn 'to Vthe^'threy Jif6'rthwe.:st£T int)w^provlded, 
'•••- With-:.this e'qu'ipm.entVVu;f.fiolent boa;ts;and: trubks., &ad-: smplo^ng a

- typical beach setr-up ae' d'escrib'e"d' ; be'"fore-, "m'janp6wer-3?eauirem'§ht-s in
•; • ' : . '."'"'•-- •-'•'•'..' •'",.. ." , -'.'r:\ r'* '. T-- *'''•'•• ^^ ' ; ' ''-"•

r - * J ' • ' i :''.-•.'•'•'•/••' )-:- ' 

"'' •£"&1' Jfc * ' " • ' ''

•r^'-.'- : . . '_•.-••••-- •"• . ANN£X z (34
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addition, to;: that -furnished--'by Engine er'-s Shpre'-Pa'rtyfmay-'be " ' 3. ,-f oliows: . : - •:•-".:•'"•';.•. " r\ '• •;".:,... ''•" ' '''-' ; '-' • ' '.

NUMBER- JQF. AK>s. 
- •, • 1 • .-::'•

5

- '•'•" MEN REQUIRED •'
: ' "700'-" .1100 ••'.•

•'• l ,1300' :.'"• 
;' • 1400'" '
;.. .;..-•- 1500

. . : •• Truck requirements will vary according to .type df cargo, 
distance, from, beach t.o dumps, .conditions of roads, and truck "size,

. but' :th'e .f.pp. lowing- may be' used/'as - guide., tet • us assume 'general 
'cargo, ;a' : five/ rnile round trip and road, condition's "permit ting 5 
to 10 miles per. hour'. speed.f then; .'';" :" ; " •'.' ' . - ; . '• ' ,

.2
3

: 4. -
. 5.

:\ ; ' TRUCKS .REQUIRED ' (Mixed Cap- 
60 : ;: •"'•' aoities)

.-• •- 90 : '
, .;, - 105 ' ' •-
:... - -115. •-••- '•••'•.•••> .

. ..:.. 125
It ;is 'believed.-.that, no more/than tjtfo AK's should' be brought
. n' '+•. i rn o - •; • .-..,; ,•>«. • . :•- ; . •• . . ... •• . : . ••in' at a : 'time.,

RECOifeENDATIONS BASED •'ON' OPERATIOS ., ON .GUADALCANAL

• I if En'g'iri'ee'r: - -troops' are; to be expected- to function properly 
and ac-.c'oraplish their- f undame'ntalv'mi'ss'ion.s,' .every effort must be 
made to injure the availability of supplies -and mechanical equipr- 
ra'ent necessary to' efficient /operation. .." , •• ••.{•;.' ;;.y-; •••••'•' -' ' '' ' '

A •• power shovel or a. bull'dozer is just as important • in. its own 
phase of modern :. warfare as- is an. artillery pi e.ce.-. • ground'.- troops' 
can'gp -only'-'so far, without proper 'assistance from- Engin'aer; - troops ..'.' 
and withput -adequate- e-quiprtent, Engineer troops cann'dt. supply- 
that proper assistance. Plans for combat loading of 'ship s.; par t-.. : 
ici.pa.ting .in an, operation should contemplate ;-a definite v schedule , 
of- uni'oading such tha,t .Engineer' materials and equipment will be>- 
conie. available .on , -the beach' as- needed- and this schedule should be 
adhered to as rigidly as that -involving unloading of -.aasaul-t '. trpppe,

:" 'In. any,/ future operations r the 'supply, of lumb.er should '-'never 
be left to outside sources or captured material alone,. A' saw mill" ' ' •' '•
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of .a .type- easily,, broken down;/and 'transported should be carried 
ashore arid'set up .as .early =as practicable, whenever there Is «ny 
.timber at all available for milling, ' .

There was .practically no. lumber .at 1 all landed•'-'on Guadalcanal
•during the phase Involving - thl s- organization; and tile -small- afcount 
/.of lumber left, by the. 'Japanese was -.soon exhauste.dV ' As a• result, 
.'.bridgings mis-s.io.ns. whion ̂ this^Battalion was called upon to "accomp 
lish were greatly delayed;,:-. »•• A- saw-mill of the type mentioned was 
;requisitioned, months--before .-the start of the operation- but' was 
never received, - ' :. . t .-. :••.-,.;•." ••':•• • • '"'••;-'"

For temporary bridges, •the.- use "of the Army 10^80 ton Tempor 
ary Pi-er. and.-the 1 .15- ton Pneumatic;--pontoon Bridge were- strongly re- 
commended. This wat-.eria.l-.has;.-the-'.advantage-s' of-'facility arid"-" 

. speed, .both In -original .construction; and in -repair of damaged 
portions-,...-ease .-p.f maintenance which render It far more suitable 
than- the" -3'" "Tublex",-. Due to the numerous clamps-used in its - 
construction, the -latter..^cannot", be constructed with as much- ease 
and rapidity. . Vibration of traffic tends to lessen belts on . 
clomps causing a-greater main.te-n.ance problem.,. This-is not to say 
;that the "Tublex 11 Dock should -be abandoned as- Engineer Equipment
•but. it use .in temporary bridging, except under' ideal conditions,' 
.'or as a. last resort, is not-recommended/ It, is, however, v quite 
useful 1 in construction-, of--temporary boat docks, observa't ion''tow 
ers and the. like.'. Any .temporary bridge should',be used only long 
enough to permit construction of at least a semi'.-p.ermanent bridge 
to replace it, .unless .-its use tactically, is definitely limited to 
only a short period of time* In the streams p.f, the type found on 
Guadalcanal ''where sudden freshets occur .causing :6-10 foot rises 
in several hours, no temporary bridge is'likely-'to hold, ":'Iriv a j 
situation of-that, type equipment for driving pilings' deep' int:o'-""" 
.the - stream' s. bottom-'is essential. The use of Amphibian Tractors' 
as-pontoons-for. temporary floating-bridges should be given ser~. 
.ious consideration. Experiments were -.carried ; out 'at -Wellington, 
N,S. by QMC, W. A," Da vis'Which proved .that- with very little . dif-.,' 
'.'ficulty., .Amphibian Tractors :--:may. be adapted to.-this use.' , HeVe-^'bneo 
of the. most important advantages, is. that this' -Is a ̂ temporary bridge 
that in it-self .is mobile^. All material necessary in construction 
of a completed -bridge can be .carried in the .tractors themselves., 
obviating th.e necessity for separate transportation to the. bridge 
site, which in-.itself is frequently no small .problem to'be. dealt • 
with. '!' ; - :';'..-'- -

All Engineer troops should be carefully, trained in the proper 
t.eamworlc, arid.•elimination of lost motion in the construction of 
'bridges.-, both; .O;f .a./..temporary'.and permanent'-nature. Herein' lies 
a"h' Engineer- nils, si on- than -which none :ls more important, :for, the' .
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availability of a bridge at the right place at the right time 
may spell success or failure of an operation.

Truck transportation should be an integral part of the 
equipment of each Engineer Company. That is to say, the Company 
should be equipped and trained to -maintain completely its own 
transportation as well as 'its other equipment. Experience on 
Guadalcanal indicated that such a system would be much more sat^ 
isfactory than that of a central pool of transportation by the 
Battalion. Any Engineer organization without adequate transport 
ation, is helpless to carry out its .fundamental missions.

A more plentiful supply of .telephonic communication equip 
ment should be ..made available for Engineer use. In a situation 
slmiliar to that on Guadalcanal where a number of construction 
jobs, particularly bridges were required over a widespread area, 
much time is to be saved where direct communication is available 
with' Battalion Headquarters, especially in the matter of supply 
ing, without delay, supplies and equipment that become necessary 
as the job progresses. - .

'As regards training of personnel,: the tendency of the parts 
of the individual to specialize'on only one technical job should 
b'e avoided. Sickness and casualties incident to combat operations 
require that every man be trained to do as many different Jobs 
as possible, within, reason, of course. For instance, there is 
no reason why a man ordinarily employed as a mechanic should not 
also have his place.in a team trained for rapid construction of 
a temporary bridge, or why a water purification operator should 
jiot also know practical demolition proceedure. An organization 
trained with this idea in mind will have a flexibility capable of 
adapting itself to any situation.
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