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Abstract

Cancer stem-like cells have been identified in both primary tumors and in cell lines and seem to have a high degree
of inherent resistance to traditional chemotherapeutic agents. Relapsed cancers including neuroblastoma are gen-
erally chemotherapy-resistant and carry a very poor prognosis. We investigated the side populations of three pairs of
neuroblastoma cell lines derived from single patients at the time of their initial presentation and then at relapse after
multimodality therapy. We found that the size of the side populations in the relapsed cell lines was significantly
increased compared with its paired pretreatment cell line. In addition, these side population cells showed increased
proliferation and were significantly more efficient at forming colonies in soft agar than their prerelapse pair. Gene
expression analysis of the stem cell genes NANOG and POU5FT (Oct3/4) showed increased expression in the un-
sorted relapsed cell lines compared with pretreatment lines as well as in the side populations of the relapsed versus
prerelapse cell line pairs. The increased size, proliferative ability, and colony-forming efficiency of the side popula-
tions of the postrelapse cell lines demonstrated in this study suggest that a population of stemlike cells is not
being efficiently targeted by conventional therapy and implies that strategies to specifically target the stem cell frac-
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tion of neuroblastomas are needed to improve outcomes in this devastating childhood disease.

Introduction

Neuroblastoma is the most common extracranial solid tumor of child-
hood, accounting for 15% of pediatric cancer fatalities annually. Despite
advances in pediatric cancer therapy, cure rates for high-risk neuro-
blastoma continue to be poor, with a less than 40% long-term survival
rate despite intensive treatment including chemoradiotherapy and bone
marrow transplantation. On recurrence, neuroblastoma carries a high
level of therapy resistance and an extremely poor prognosis with an
almost universally fatal outcome [1-3].

Most cancers have been shown to contain a subpopulation of cells
that exhibit stem cell-like properties. This observation has led to the
formulation of the cancer stem cell hypothesis that states that tumors
contain a small population of cells that have the capacity to self-renew
and to differentiate, thus giving rise to the heterogeneous tumor pheno-
type. Although evidence suggests the existence of cancer stem cells,
the hypothesis remains controversial, particularly with regard to solid
tumors [4-6]. The significance of the cancer stem cell hypothesis is that
reports have shown that the putative cancer stem cells have increased

chemoresistance and are likely responsible for clinical relapse [7]. Thus,
eradicating tumors may be difficult because conventional treatments
target the bulk of the tumor cells, leaving behind the cancer stem-like
cells, which, like their normal counterparts, maintain the tumor tissue.
According to this hypothesis, identifying and eliminating cancer stem
cells will be necessary to develop more effective cancer treatments.
The cancer stem cell hypothesis was originally proposed and has been
most thoroughly studied in hematological malignancies [8,9]. However,
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mounting evidence supports the existence of cancer stem-like cells in
solid tumors as well [10-19].

Identification of cancer stem-like cells has been performed using
specific differentially expressed markers and side population (SP) analy-
sis. In acute myelogenous leukemia (AML), CD34" and CD38" cells are
highly enriched for tumor-initiating potential [8,9]. CD133, the defin-
ing member of the novel pentaspan transmembrane glycoprotein family,
has proven to be useful in the identification of cancer stem cells in brain
and colon cancers [13,14,16,17], and CD44"€"/CD24""/Lin" cells
have been shown to isolate stemlike cells from human breast cancers
[11]. Because selectively expressed markers have not been identified
for many cancers, researchers have also used the differential ability of
certain cells to exclude DNA binding dyes such as Hoechst 33342
and DyeCycle Violet to identify subpopulations enriched for cells with
stemlike characteristics. Cells with the capacity to efflux these dyes were
first identified in mouse bone marrow and were called SP cells because
they fell to the “side” of the positively stained cells in flow cytometry
analysis plots [20]. Since this original discovery, SP cells have been iden-
tified in a wide variety of normal tissues [21-24], tumors, and cell lines
[7,25-32]. The mechanism regulating this efflux seems to be conferred,
in part, through the expression of ATP binding cassette protein (ABC)
transporters [33].

In neuroblastoma, cancer stem-like cells have been found in both
primary tumor specimens and established cell lines and comprise 4%
to 37% of the total population [7]. Previous studies measuring the ex-
pression of CD133 and CD117 have suggested a two-fold difference
in the number of cancer stem cells in metastatic versus localized tumors
(33% wvs 14%) and in progressive tumors versus tumors in which remis-
sion was achieved (35% vs 18%) [34]. Additional studies have shown
that many neuroblastoma cells express numerous different primitive
neural markers including CD34, ABCG2, and nestin [7,35-37]. Re-
sults of SP analysis have been complex, with one report showing that
65% of primary tumors contain a stemlike SB, whereas another failed
to identify a SP in neuroblastoma cells isolated from bone marrow
metastases [7,15], suggesting that the significance of the SP in neuro-
blastoma remains unclear and warrants further evaluation.

Given the cancer stem cell hypothesis, it would seem logical that the
proportion of SP cells within a particular cancer cell line would corre-
late with its tumorigenicity; however, to date, there have been no reports
demonstrating this in cell lines. Here, we show for the first time that
neuroblastoma cell lines have a stable SP and that the SP in postrelapse
cell lines is both increased in size and shows increased tumor-initiating
capacity as measured by colony-forming assay compared with its pre-
treatment pair. To the best of our knowledge, this report represents
the first published data comparing the SPs of cell lines derived from pre-
treatment and relapsed tumors from the same patient.

Materials and Methods

Cell Lines

We used three paired neuroblastoma cell lines for in vizro investiga-
tions. These were a gift from the laboratory of Dr C. Patrick Reynolds
from the Children’s Hospital of Los Angeles. These include SMS-KCN
and SMS-KCNR, SMS-KAN and SMS-KANR, and CHLA-122 and
CHLA-136. Each pair of cell lines was derived from the same patient
at the time of initial surgery and again at the time of relapse after
chemotherapy. All cell lines were derived from original tumors and have
not been otherwise modified. Cell lines were cultured in either RPMI
1640 or Iscove medium supplemented with fetal bovine serum as
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previously described [38]. All three pairs were used for SP percentage
analysis; SMS-KCN and SMS-KCNR and CHLA-122 and CHLA-136

were used for all subsequent experiments.

Flow Cytometry—Analysis

Hoechst 33342 (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, CA) was added to the solu-
tion of cells at 5 pg per 5 x 10° cells as previously described [39], and
the SP was identified on a BD LSRII flow cytometer (BD Biosciences,
San Jose, CA). The location of the SP on the flow histogram was con-
firmed using the ABCG2 inhibitor fumitremorgin C (Sigma, St Louis,
MO) during initial analyses.

Flow Cytometry—Cell Sorting

Vybrant DyeCycle Violet stain (Invitrogen) was added to the cell sus-
pension at 10 pM per 5 x 10° cells as previously described [39]. After
identification of the SB, the SP and non-SP cells were sorted using the BD
FACS Aria Flow Cytometer (BD Biosciences). The SP cells and non-SP
cells were then used for gene expression analysis as previously described
and for in vitro growth, colony-forming, and cell proliferation assays.

In Vitro Growth Assay

Equal numbers (2.5 x 10°) of sorted SP and non-SP cells were placed
in growth medium and were allowed to proliferate under the same con-
ditions. Samples were counted using the Beckman Coulter Vi-Cell XR
Cell Viability Analyzer (Beckman Coulter, Inc, Brea, CA) every third to
fifth day to estimate the cell population. After 4 weeks, cell subpopula-

tions were counted and reanalyzed by flow cytometry.

Colony-Forming Assay

Equal numbers (2000) of sorted cells were suspended in growth me-
dium with 3% agarose and were then plated in six-well plates. After
7 days, the number of colonies per 4x high-power field was counted
in 20 random fields to determine the mean colony-forming units of
each sample.

Real-time Reverse Transcription—Polymerase Chain Reaction

We measured gene expression levels of six genes: ABC transporter
genes ABCA3, ABCB1, ABCC1, and ABCG2 and the stem cell pluri-
potency transcription factors NANOG and POUS5F]I. 18S Ribosomal
RNA was used as an endogenous control. Total RNA was extracted
using the TRIzol Reagent (Molecular Research Center, Inc, Cincinnati,
OH). Gene expression was measured using a one-step real-time polymer-
ase chain reaction on the ABI 7500 Real-Time PCR System (Applied
Biosystems, Inc, Carlsbad, CA). Relative differences between samples
were determined using the AAC, method according to the manufac-
turer’s instructions.

Statistical Analysis
Comparison between two means was performed using the Student’s
¢ test. P < .05 was considered statistically significant. All statistical

analyses were performed using Prism 5.0 and/or InStat 3.1a software
(GraphPad Software, Inc, La Jolla, CA).

Results

Postrelapse Neuroblastoma Cell Lines Contain a Stably
Increased SP

We performed SP analysis on the three pairs of case-controlled pre-
relapse and postrelapse neuroblastoma cell lines. In each case, we found
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Figure 1. Percentage of SP cells from prerelapse and postrelapse cell
line pairs showing a consistent increase in the relapsed cell line in
every case. White bars represent the prerelapse cell lines, whereas
the black bars are the postrelapse lines. Graph portrays means of
multiple experiments (three or more for each cell line) performed over
time. *P < .01 for all three pairs.

that the postrelapse cell lines maintained a significantly increased SP
compared with its paired pretreatment cell line: SMS-KANR 13.5% +
1.0% versus SMS-KAN 9.6% + 0.7% (P < .01), SMS-KCNR 11.1% +
1.5% versus SMS-KCN 6.7% + 0.9% (P < .01), and CHLA-136
3.2% + 0.8% wversus CHLA-122 2.0% + 0.4% (P < .01; Figure 1). For

>

2500

-o— KCN
-8 KCNSP

2000

1500

1000

500

# of Cells (in Thousands)

g

10000

—— CHLA122
-8 CHLA122 SP

8000

6000

4000 1

2000

# of Cells {in Thousands)

Translational Oncology Vol. 3, No. 4, 2010

several months and multiple repeated experiments, the percentage of
cells in the SP remained relatively stable for each cell line. This consis-
tency was found both during analysis on the BD LSRII and during
sorting on the BD FACS Aria Flow Cytometer. These results were also
consistent regardless of whether cells were cultured in serum-free me-
dium or in medium supplemented with fetal bovine serum.

SP Cells Show Increased Proliferation Rate and
Colony-Forming Ability

To determine whether the non-SP and SP cells show inherent differ-
ences in growth potential, we regrew cells after sorting. We found that
only the SP cells could both proliferate and recapitulate the original cell
line. During a 4-week period, the non-SP cells showed minimal expan-
sion. In contrast, during the same 4-week period, the total number
of the SP cells increased in all cell lines, ranging from a doubling to
a 19-fold increase (Figure 2). Not only did the SP cells proliferate
but also, after several weeks, they morphologically resembled the origi-
nal cell line from which they were derived. These cells were reanalyzed
to determine the percentage of SP versus non-SP cells after 4 weeks.
The non-SP cells remained without any evidence of a SP in all cases,
whereas the SP cells differentiated to include both SP and non-SP popu-
lations. The SMS-KCN SP differentiated to 2% SP and 98% non-SPB,
whereas the SMS-KCNR SP had 11% SP and 89% non-SP, which
was similar to the original cell line composition (data not shown).

We also investigated the ability of the sorted SP and non-SP cells to
form colonies in soft agar. After 1 week, the sorted SP cells from the cell
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Figure 2. Graphs showing growth plots of SP cells compared with the non-SP cells after sorting. In each case, the SP cells were able to
proliferate, whereas the non-SP cells did not significantly proliferate in vitro for up to 5 weeks after sorting. Results shown are the means
of at least three experiments. (A) SMS-KCN. (B) SMS-KCNR. (C) CHLA-122. (D) CHLA-136.
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Figure 3. Results of soft agar colony-forming assays. SP cells have
significantly increased colony-forming ability compared with the
non-SP cells in every case. *P < .01 for all four cell lines tested.
Results shown are the means of at least three experiments.

lines all showed statistically significantly (all 2 < .01) increased colony-
forming ability compared with the non-SP cells from the same line. This
ranged from a 5.4-fold to an 8.9-fold increase in colony-forming ability
(Figure 3). This is consistent with the previously reported fourfold to
fivefold difference between I-type (intermediate cell felt to represent a
cancer-initiating cell) and N-type (neuronal type cell) neuroblastoma
cells [18].

Proliferation and Colony Formation Is Increased in Postrelapse
Cell Line SP Cells

The SP cells from the relapsed cell lines SMS-KCNR and CHLA-136
both showed increased proliferation rates and increased colony-forming
ability compared with the SP cells from their paired prerelapse cell lines
(Figure 4, A and B). The postrelapse SP cells from both postrelapse cell
lines showed approximately a twofold increase in proliferation compared
with the prerelapse SP cells (P < .01). The postrelapse SP cells showed
a 3.1-fold (SMS-KCNR) and 4.3-fold (CHLA-136) increase in colony-
forming ability compared with the SP cells from their paired prerelapse
cell line (P < .01; Figure 4C).

Increased Expression of Stem Cell-Related Genes in Postrelapse
Cell Lines

We sought to determine whether the postrelapse cell lines had an in-
creased expression of stem cell-related genes, as might be expected given
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the higher proportion of SP cells found in postrelapse cell lines and
the currently prevalent hypothesis that cancer stem cells may be respon-
sible for cancer relapse. We measured the expression of two critical
stem cell regulatory genes, NANOG and POU5FI (previously known
as Oct3/4), in our three cell line pairs. In each case, we found significantly
increased gene expression levels in the postrelapse line compared with its
paired prerelapse line. This expression difference was 1.6- to 2.9-fold for
NANOG and nearly 2-fold for POUS5FI (Figure 5, A and C). We also
examined the expression in the SP cells compared with that in the non-SP
cells and found that these genes were consistently increased in the SP cells
compared with the non-SP fraction. Postrelapse SP cells showed a 1.5- to
8-fold increased expression of both genes compared with the prerelapse
SP cells from their paired cell line (Figure 5, B and D).

Increased Expression of ABCG2 Transporter Gene in SP Cells

We measured the gene expression levels of four ABC transporter genes
including ABCA3, ABCBI, ABCC1, and ABCG2. As one might expect,
because the presence of a SP requires expression of the ABCG2 trans-
porter, we found an up to 10-fold increased ABCG2 expression in the
SP cells compared with the non-SP cells. However, no other consistent
patterns of ABC transporter gene expression were seen between the cell
lines (data not shown).

Discussion
Relapsed neuroblastoma remains one of the greatest challenges in pedi-
atric oncology today; despite decades of research, relapsed high-risk
neuroblastoma remains almost universally fatal. The cancer stem cell
hypothesis suggests that the difficulty in permanently eradicating tumors
may be because conventional treatment regimens preferentially eliminate
the bulk of the progeny cells while leaving the cancer stem cells intact. SP
analysis has been used successfully in many different cancers to identify
a subpopulation of cells that exhibit stemlike properties and that are
enriched for tumor-initiating cells. This study presents data describing
the SP in several neuroblastoma cell lines and suggests that these SPs
are enriched for a population of cells that exhibit stemlike characteristics.
Importantly, it is the first study to present and evaluate the SP properties
of an in vitro pretreatment versus postrelapse model using single-patient
derived paired cell lines.

Using this resource, we have shown that the size of the SP increased
significantly between the pretreatment and postrelapse cell lines and
that these cell lines maintain a relatively constant ratio of SP versus
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Figure 4. Comparison of growth and colony formation of prerelapse versus postrelapse SP cells. (A and B) Increased proliferative ability
of the postrelapse SP cells from the SMS-KCNR (A) and CHLA-136 (B) cell lines compared with their paired prerelapse cell lines, respec-
tively. (C) Postrelapse SP cells show increased colony formation efficiency compared with the prerelapse SP cells from their paired
prerelapse cell lines. Results shown are means of at least three experiments. *P < .01.
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Figure 5. Expression of NANOG and POU5FT by reverse transcription—polymerase chain reaction. (A) Increased expression of NANOG
in unsorted postrelapse cell lines compared with its prerelapse pair. (B) Increased expression of NANOG in the postrelapse SP cells
compared with the prerelapse SP cells. (C) Increased expression of POUSFT in the same postrelapse cell lines compared with the
prerelapse pairs. (D) Increased POUSFT expression in the postrelapse SP cells compared with the prerelapse SP cells. *P < .05,

**p < .01.

non-SP cells over time. In addition, when reanalyzed after several weeks
in culture, the SP cells had phenotypically recapitulated the original cell
line in every case, whereas the non-SP cells showed little proliferative
ability and had not regenerated a SP. These findings, combined with
the data showing the SP cells’ increased capacity to form colonies in
soft agar, represent what is to our knowledge the first study to show
a correlation between the percentage of SP cells within a cell line and
its tumorigenicity. Studies to confirm these findings 7 vivo using xeno-
graft models are planned.

NANOG and POUS5F]I, along with SOX2, have been shown to be
the critical regulators of embryonic stem cell maintenance [40] and
have recently been shown to be overexpressed in several different can-
cers [41,42]. Neither gene has been previously characterized in neuro-
blastoma. We found that the messenger RNA expressions of NANOG
and POUSFI as well as that of the ABCG2 transporter were signifi-
cantly increased in the postrelapse cell lines compared with its paired pre-
treatment cell lines. Both NANOG and POUS5F1 also showed increased
expression in the postrelapse SP cells compared with the prerelapse SP
cells, suggesting that the pathways that control stem cell maintenance
and expansion may play an important role in neuroblastoma relapse.
Given that the messenger RNA expression of these stem cell regulators
is increased in the relapsed cell lines and in the SP cell subpopulation,
it seems logical that possible mechanisms for the increase in the size of
the SPs include dysregulation of these pathways.

This work represents the first study to characterize the SPs in
paired pretreatment and relapsed neuroblastoma cell lines. Our
study supports the hypothesis that failure to eradicate the underlying
stem cell population in neuroblastoma contributes to its relapse and
suggests that novel agents that specifically target neuroblastoma
cancer stem cells are needed if we are to improve outcomes in high-
risk neuroblastoma.

References

[1] Maris JM, Hogarty MD, Bagatell R, and Cohn SL (2007). Neuroblastoma. Lancer
369, 2106-2120.
Matthay KK, Villablanca JG, Seeger RC, Stram DO, Harris RE, Ramsay NK,
Swift B, Shimada H, Black CT, Brodeur GM, et al. (1999). Treatment of high-risk
neuroblastoma with intensive chemotherapy, radiotherapy, autologous bone mar-
row transplantation, and 13-cis-retinoic acid. Children’s Cancer Group. NV Engl |
Med 341, 1165-1173.
Matthay KK, Reynolds CP, Seeger RC, Shimada H, Adkins ES, Haas-Kogan D,
Gerbing RB, London WB, and Villablanca JG (2009). Long-term results for chil-
dren with high-risk neuroblastoma treated on a randomized trial of myeloablative
therapy followed by 13-cis-retinoic acid: a Children’s Oncology Group study. / Clin
Oncol 27, 1007-1013.
‘Wu C and Alman BA (2008). Side population cells in human cancers. Cancer Lett
268, 1-9.

(2]

[5] Hill RP (2006). Identifying cancer stem cells in solid tumors: case not proven.
Cancer Res 66, 1891-1895; discussion 1890.
[6] Kern SE and Shibata D (2007). The fuzzy math of solid tumor stem cells: a per-

spective. Cancer Res 67, 8985-8988.



Translational Oncology Vol. 3, No. 4, 2010

(71

[20]

[21]

[22]

[23]

[24]

Hirschmann-Jax C, Foster AE, Wulf GG, Nuchtern JG, Jax TW, Gobel U,
Goodell MA, and Brenner MK (2004). A distinct “side population” of cells with
high drug efflux capacity in human tumor cells. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 101,
14228-14233.

Lapidot T, Sirard C, Vormoor ], Murdoch B, Hoang T, Caceres-Cortes J,
Minden M, Paterson B, Caligiuri MA, and Dick JE (1994). A cell initiating
human acute myeloid leukaemia after transplantation into SCID mice. Nazure
367, 645-648.

Bonnet D and Dick JE (1997). Human acute myeloid leukemia is organized
as a hierarchy that originates from a primitive hematopoietic cell. Naz Med 3,
730-737.

Al-Hajj M and Clarke MF (2004). Self-renewal and solid tumor stem cells.
Oncogene 23, 7274-7282.

Al-Hajj M, Wicha MS, Benito-Hernandez A, Morrison SJ, and Clarke MF
(2003). Prospective identification of tumorigenic breast cancer cells. Proc Nat!
Acad Sci USA 100, 3983-3988.

Fang D, Nguyen TK, Leishear K, Finko R, Kulp AN, Hotz S, Van Belle PA,
Xu X, Elder DE, and Herlyn M (2005). A tumorigenic subpopulation with stem
cell properties in melanomas. Cancer Res 65, 9328-9337.

Singh SK, Clarke ID, Terasaki M, Bonn VE, Hawkins C, Squire ], and Dirks PB
(2003). Identification of a cancer stem cell in human brain tumors. Cancer Res 63,
5821-5828.

Singh SK, Hawkins C, Clarke ID, Squire JA, Bayani ], Hide T, Henkelman RM,
Cusimano MD, and Dirks PB (2004). Identification of human brain tumour ini-
tiating cells. Nawre 432, 396-401.

Hansford LM, McKee AE, Zhang L, George RE, Gerstle JT, Thorner PS, Smith
KM, Look AT, Yeger H, Miller FD, et al. (2007). Neuroblastoma cells isolated
from bone marrow metastases contain a naturally enriched tumor-initiating cell.
Cancer Res 67, 11234—11243.

O’Brien CA, Pollett A, Gallinger S, and Dick JE (2007). A human colon cancer
cell capable of initiating tumour growth in immunodeficient mice. Nazure 445,
106-110.

Ricci-Vitiani L, Lombardi DG, Pilozzi E, Biffoni M, Todaro M, Peschle C, and De
Maria R (2007). Identification and expansion of human colon-cancer—initiating
cells. Nature 445, 111-115.

Ross RA and Spengler BA (2007). Human neuroblastoma stem cells. Semin
Cancer Biol 17, 241-247.

Taylor MD, Poppleton H, Fuller C, Su X, Liu Y, Jensen P, Magdaleno S, Dalton ],
Calabrese C, Board ], et al. (2005). Radial glia cells are candidate stem cells of
ependymoma. Cancer Cell 8, 323-335.

Challen GA and Little MH (2006). A side order of stem cells: the SP pheno-
type. Stem Cells 24, 3-12.

Larderet G, Fortunel NO, Vaigot B, Cegalerba M, Maltere B, Zobiri O, Gidrol X,
‘Waksman G, and Martin MT (2006). Human side population keratinocytes ex-
hibit long-term proliferative potential and a specific gene expression profile and can
form a pluristratified epidermis. Stem Cells 24, 965-974.

Majka SM, Beutz MA, Hagen M, Izzo AA, Voelkel N, and Helm KM (2005).
Identification of novel resident pulmonary stem cells: form and function of the
lung side population. Stem Cells 23, 1073-1081.

Shimano K, Satake M, Okaya A, Kitanaka J, Kitanaka N, Takemura M,
Sakagami M, Terada N, and Tsujimura T (2003). Hepatic oval cells have the side
population phenotype defined by expression of ATP-binding cassette transporter
ABCG2/BCRPI. Am ] Pathol 163, 3-9.

Martin CM, Meeson AP, Robertson SM, Hawke TJ, Richardson JA, Bates S,
Goetsch SC, Gallardo TD, and Garry DJ (2004). Persistent expression of the ATP-
binding cassette transporter, Abcg2, identifies cardiac SP cells in the developing
and adult heart. Dev Biol 265, 262-275.

Comparison of Neuroblastoma Side Populations

(25]

(26]

Newton et al. 251

Mitsutake N, Iwao A, Nagai K, Namba H, Ohtsuru A, Saenko V, and Yamashita S
(2007). Characterization of side population in thyroid cancer cell lines: cancer stem—
like cells are enriched partly but not exclusively. Endocrinology 148, 1797-1803.
Kondo T, Setoguchi T, and Taga T (2004). Persistence of a small subpopulation
of cancer stem-like cells in the C6 glioma cell line. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 101,
781-786.

Ho MM, Ng AV, Lam S, and Hung JY (2007). Side population in human lung
cancer cell lines and tumors is enriched with stem-like cancer cells. Cancer Res 67,
4827-4833.

Haraguchi N, Utsunomiya T, Inoue H, Tanaka E Mimori K, Barnard GE and
Mori M (2006). Characterization of a side population of cancer cells from human
gastrointestinal system. Stem Cells 24, 506-513.

Chiba T, Kita K, Zheng YW, Yokosuka O, Saisho H, Iwama A, Nakauchi H,
and Taniguchi H (2006). Side population purified from hepatocellular carcinoma
cells harbors cancer stem cell-like properties. Heparwlogy 44, 240-251.

Wang J, Guo LB, Chen LZ, Zeng YX, and Lu SH (2007). Identification of cancer
stem cell-like side population cells in human nasopharyngeal carcinoma cell line.
Cancer Res 67, 3716-3724.

Szotek PP, Pieretti-Vanmarcke R, Masiakos PT, Dinulescu DM, Connolly D,
Foster R, Dombkowski D, Preffer F, Maclaughlin DT, and Donahoe PK (2006).
Opvarian cancer side population defines cells with stem cell-like characteristics and
Mullerian inhibiting substance responsiveness. Proc Natl Acad Sci USA 103,
11154-11159.

Wu C, Wei Q, Utomo V, Nadesan P, Whetstone H, Kandel R, Wunder JS, and
Alman BA (2007). Side population cells isolated from mesenchymal neoplasms
have tumor initiating potential. Cancer Res 67, 8216-8222.

Zhou S, Schuetz JD, Bunting KD, Colapietro AM, Sampath J, Morris JJ,
Lagutina I, Grosveld GC, Osawa M, Nakauchi H, et al. (2001). The ABC trans-
porter Berpl/ABCG2 is expressed in a wide variety of stem cells and is a molecular
determinant of the side-population phenotype. Naz Med 7, 1028-1034.
Walton JD, Kattan DR, Thomas SK, Spengler BA, Guo HE Biedler JL, Cheung
NK, and Ross RA (2004). Characteristics of stem cells from human neuroblastoma
cell lines and in tumors. Neoplasia 6, 838—845.

Bez A, Corsini E, Curti D, Biggiogera M, Colombo A, Nicosia RE, Pagano SE
and Parati EA (2003). Neurosphere and neurosphere-forming cells: morphologi-
cal and ultrastructural characterization. Brain Res 993, 18-29.

Islam MO, Kanemura Y, Tajria J, Mori H, Kobayashi S, Hara M, Yamasaki M,
Okano H, and Miyake J (2005). Functional expression of ABCG2 transporter in
human neural stem/progenitor cells. Neurosci Res 52, 75-82.

Thomas SK, Messam CA, Spengler BA, Biedler JL, and Ross RA (2004). Nestin
is a potential mediator of malignancy in human neuroblastoma cells. J Biol Chem
279, 27994-27999.

Keshelava N, Seeger RC, Groshen S, and Reynolds CP (1998). Drug resistance
patterns of human neuroblastoma cell lines derived from patients at different phases
of therapy. Cancer Res 58, 5396-5405.

Telford WG, Bradford J, Godfrey W, Robey RW/, and Bates SE (2007). Side popu-
lation analysis using a violet-excited cell-permeable DNA binding dye. Stem Cells
25, 1029-1036.

Chambers I and Tomlinson SR (2009). The transcriptional foundation of pluri-
potency. Development 136, 2311-2322.

Cheng L, Sung MT, Cossu-Rocca B, Jones TD, MacLennan GT, De Jong J, Lopez-
Beltran A, Montironi R, and Looijenga LH (2007). OCT4: biological functions
and clinical applications as a marker of germ cell neoplasia. J Pathol 211, 1-9.
Jeter CR, Badeaux M, Choy G, Chandra D, Patrawala L, Liu C, Calhoun-
Davis T, Zachres H, Daley GQ, and Tang DG (2009). Functional evidence that
the self-renewal gene NANOG regulates human tumor development. Stemn Cells
27, 993-1005.



