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The pass~'-:e in Ali.!" Hi s torical Study !To. 55 whioh disclls Bas
con~r~7ersies bet,ins ~ith paGe 44 an1 exten~s throuGhout the
remaindnr of Cha.pter lIT. I g;a.thar tha.t. within this discussion
of oontr~v~rnie3, exception is ta~en to Q reoort of a confused
administrative situation pertaintn~ to wooen pilots at Oamp
J)lvis in October 194.5. !!ore s,'JecUically. bhls section deals with
(1) low morale. (2) failure of the Ferrying Division to report
cartaL~ ~ccid~nt8 prop~rlYJ (3) lack ot coordination in tra~sferring

women pilots trom the Ferrying Division to Ca~u Davis, and (4)
the roported r'ailura of t'1e Director of I~Qrnen Pilots to observe
military cn~~~els in her inspection v1sits •

The four a~inistrative di~riculties listed above are only
a ff:iW of those discussed in li;ant'"lr TIl bebinnin~ witn pa.ge 44.
In the opin iOti of the W1" i te'. s~1'11.t'fiC'll ties cOM':tote:i with
th~ trai~ing and utilization or wo~n pilots arose largely from a
te~denoy on the part Qf liaadquarters 9 AAF. to eAcroach upon the
oommand praro~atiTea of the Farrylnz Division so far as the use of
~o~an pilots was co~eerneJ. ~he four administrative difficulties
to whioh ~xc~ntion wus tak~n illustrate t~n bad results of this
basic conflict no less h~~~rta~tly th~ other difficulties cited
els~~~era L~ Qhapt~r III.and iu their cQ~ulntiva etfect'" could
not be consi·lereu f1petty.lt A.1l1on,""; t."e at lor dli'i'iculties was the
critiois~ of tho quali~y of WASP truiniLh volceJ by the ~6rry1ng

Division (see pD. 57 rf).

The 0iscussion of thp; four adnlnistr9tive difficulties
(pp. 50-53) considered abo"/e eiJuId not. tJ.:ton~ be delated from the
stUdy ·.~it:' any show of' eO"l.sistenc I unless th~ entire discussion
of thB l:Jaslc controversy of' which the 'Wl' iter 1~ou.'1d evidonce in
the ,iAGP proGrnm wen) also to be dalR'te.-3. 'l'his w"'~ld involve
rell1oviTl,~ virtually all of ';hapt!,;fr III, pages 44-77, and drastically
modifyintr the conclud'1'1t; cha.pter and other portions 01~ the study.
Thl~ change WJuld amount to a suoprassio'1 of the truth, as the
writer saw it.

{'~) l I~) )" ~. ~
J,; /'

RiJj38RT \.. AC~;R'!An

Captain, AC

-._.~----~--- ~--_.- ~ .
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FOR E ~J 0 R D

The Amy Air Oorps considered the possibility of usin8 women pUots
as early as June 1940, but it was not until September 1942 that their
service began. The program came to an end in Oecember 1944, bY'l'lhich
time there was no longer a shortage of male pilots. This st.udy describes
the adoption of the program, the training of women pilots" the uses made
of them" and the attenpt to incorporate them into the Anny. In connec...
tion with these topics, consideration is given to the administration of
the program-inoluding the differing ideas about how many women pilots
there should be, how they should be organized, and how they should be
directed.

Detailed treatment ot IIlost of the subjects discussed in the study
may be found in the historie5 of the program for women pilots submitted.
by various comm.:.mds and air forces, and their subordinate organizations,
in the continental United Sta.tes. These histories are on file in the
Arehives of the AAF Historica.l Office•

The study was prepared by OViO_J.....JE.erlon_E~~d. Some of the
research, however, was done by lire :Martha E. Layman, Dr. Chase C. Mooney,
and. Mr. Jmseph Reither, and Dr. Layman a.lso wrote the greater part of
Chapter IV, flThe Uovement for Mi.litarizat.ion. 1t In addition, the author
drew freely (without benefit of quota.tion marks) from the histories
prepared in the historical sections of the Air Transport. Command, the
Tra.ining Comma.nd, and the continental air l'orc6s.

Some changes were made after consideration of COlJllIlents froID. those
who reviewed the history. These co:mnents are included in the Appendix.

Readers familiar with the subj ect matter are invited to furnish
the AAF Historical Office \d,th criticisms, additional facts, and sugges
tions. For this purpose, perforated sheets have been inserted a.t the
back of the study.
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