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Since the 1920's, | eaders have used the Principles of
War as a framework to study and understand war. ' Fol | ow ng
Operation Desert Storm |eaders were faced with “non-
traditional mssions” in Somalia, Liberia, and Bangl adesh,
anong others. The Principles of MIlitary Operations O her
Than War (MOOTW were devel oped to understand the new
strategic chall enges presented by “non-traditional
m ssions” and operations. 2 As warfare and conflict continue
to evolve, the Principles of War and the Principles of
MOOTW shoul d be conbi ned to better understand and study
nodern warfare.

The essay will proceed in three parts. First, it wll
of fer background to understand the effects of nobdern
chal | enges on the conduct of war. Second, it will present
the Principles of Modern War Model. Finally, it wll
denonstrate the useful ness of the new nodel

The Era of Modern Warfare

Thanks to my reading, | have never been caught flatfooted
by any situation. It doesn”t give me all the answers, but
it lights what is often a dark path ahead.

Lieutenant General James Mattis °

! Evans, War: A Matter of Principles, pg. 10.
2 Zinni, pgs. 261-2 and Strange, pgs. 23-24.
3 Lind, Understanding Fourth Generation War, pg. 16.



Mari nes understand war as a violent clash of opposing
wills. Mdern war is a violent clash of opposing wills in
the post-Cold War era. MCDP-1, Warfighting, delineates
between the nature of war and the conduct of war. * Though
t he conduct of war constantly evolves, the nature of war is
const ant .

The conduct of war has evolved in the nodern era.
CGeneral Krul ak devel oped the concept of the Three-Block
War, during his service as Commandant of the Marine Corps,
to explain the evolution of nodern warfare. The Three-
Block War describes war and conflict on three city bl ocks.
The concept expl ai ned nmodern war of sinmultaneous operations
of an operation other than war on one city block, an
operation of lowmd intensity on a second city bl ock, and
an operation of high-intensity conmbat on a third city
bl ock. ° Recently, Lieutenant General Janes Mattis, USMC and
Li eut enant Col onel Frank Hof frman, USMC, (retired) addressed
the evolution of the war conducted in Operation Iraqi
Freedom (O F) and Operation Enduring Freedom (OEF). The
aut hors describe the energence of the Fourth Bl ock, the

mul ti-di nensional block of information operations. °

4 U S MC, MDP-1, Warfighting, Chapter One.

5 Krul ak, Cultivating Intuitive Decisionmaking, Marine Corps Gazette,
May 1999.

6 Mattis and Hof f man, Future Warfare: The Rise of Hybrid Wars, pg. 18.
“Qur infatuation with technology was a reflection of our own mrror



In 1998, the Marine Corps published MCDP-3,
Expeditionary Operations, which bal anced theories from
academ c | eaders with the Marine Corps doctrina
under st andi ng of the nature of warfare. ' MCDP-3 considered
the political, geographical, denographic, and cultural
chal | enges present in the post-Cold War era. To neet the
chal I enges of the nodern era, junior Marine education and
training is evolving. 1In a recent essay, Colonel T. X
Hammes, USMC (retired) offered considerations for the
transformation. Specifically, Hammes recommended Mari nes
fromthe rank of sergeant study culture and | anguage for a
region in the world. 8

The Marine Corps responded and established the Marine
Corps Center for Advanced Operational Culture and Language
(MCCACCL) to drive cultural training dowm to the small-unit
level. VWhile Marine | eaders have al ways been encouraged to
study the political, geographical, denographic, and
cultural challenges of an operating area, nodern chall enges

i ndicate the need for the same education and training

across all ranks. To ensure the new formalized training is

i magi ng and an unrealistic desire to dictate the conduct of war on our
own ternms.”

"US MC, MDP — 3, Expeditionary Qperations. Specifically,

Expedi tionary Operations was influenced by articles fromThe Atlantic
Mont hly: Huntington Clash of Civilizations, Barber’s Jihad vs. McWorld,
and Kapl an’s The Coming Anarchy. Al of which were initially offered as
articles in the journal and expanded upon in full-length books.

8 Hammes, Dealing with Uncertainty: The Future Requires Flexibility, pg.
39.



bal anced with a warfighting focus, Marines should be
assi gned battle, canpaign, and operations studies in
assi gned regi ons.

The Principles of Modern War Model is a sinple
standard framework. The nodel will help Marines in forma
schools and informal professional mlitary education to
conduct battle, canpaign, and operations studies. Mjor
CGeneral Robert Barrow, USMC, (retired), validated the
utility of the Principles of War as a framework to study
war in his retrospective of Operation Dewey Canyon in the
Vi etnam War. ° The Principles of MOOTWare a valid framework
to study MOOTW operations in the post-Cold War era. 1°
Applied together, the Principles of War and the Principles
of MOOTWforma sinple, disciplined, and flexible framework
for Marines to study nodern warfare.

The Principles of Modern War Model

Sun Tzu was the first to use essential elenents to
study war. British mlitary | eaders devel oped the

Principles of War to plan, study, and understand war. The

® Barrow, Operation Dewey Canyon, pg. 88. “In the planning and execution
of an operation no one really ponders over the principles of war. In
ny opinion, the principles of war are a conbi nati on of conmpbn sense and
mlitary know edge, instinctively applied during an operation. Their
real value lies in the critique of an operation, as a neasure of how it
was conducted. Sone battles have been won in spite of one or nore
princi pl es having been transgressed, others have been lost in spite of
all the principles having been observed.”

10 Zinni and Strange, Capital “W” War: A Case for Strategic Principles
of War (Because Wars Are Conflicts of Societies, Not Tactical Exercises
Writ Large).



Principles of War are sinple and easily nenorized through
t he acronym MOOSEMUSS: Mass, bjective, Ofensive,
Security, Econony of Force, Mneuver, Unity of Conmand,
Surprise, and Sinplicity. ! The nine principles are |inked
t hrough the master principle, the objective.

The Principles of MOOTWare al so |inked through the
objective. In 1998, General Zinni, USMC, (ret.) outlined
the Principles of MOOTWin a collaborative effort with
Mari ne Corps University professor Joseph Strange, Ph.d.
Doctor Strange and General Zinni studied the increased
frequency of “non-traditional mssions” as conflict and
war f are evol ved in the post-Cold War era. 2 MCDP 1-0,
Marine Corps Operations, was published shortly afterward
and clearly defined MOOTW considered the chall enges of

speci fic MOOTW operations, and clarified the six Principles

1Al definitions for the nine Principles of War in this section from
MCDP - 1-0, Marine Corps Operations, pgs. B-1 — B-4. The objective is
to “direct every nmilitary operation toward a clearly defined, decisive
and attai nable objective.” The offensive is to “seize, retain, and
exploit the initiative.” Mass is to “concentrate the effects of conbat
power at the decisive place and tinme to achi eve decisive results.”
Economy of force is to “allocate mni mum essential conmbat power to
secondary efforts.” Maneuver is to “place the eneny in a

di sadvant ageous position through flexible application of conbat power.”
Unity of command neans that “for every objective, ensure unity of
effort under one responsible conmander.” Security is to “never permt
the enemy to acquire an unexpected advantage.” Surprise “strikes the
eneny at a time or place or in a manner for which he is unprepared.”
Simplicity neans to “prepare clear, unconplicated plans and clear
conci se orders to ensure thorough understanding.”

12 Zinni and Strange, Capital “W” War: A Case for Strategic Principles
of War (Because Wars Are Conflicts of Societies, Not Tactical Exercises
Writ Large), pgs. 261-2 and pgs. 23-24.



of MOOTW ([Table (1)]. ' The Principles of War and the

Principles of Mlitary Operations O her Than War formthe

Principles of Modern War Model, as indicated in Table (1).
PRINCIPLES OF WAR | PRINCIPLES OF JOINT PUBLICATION | PRINCIPLES OF
MOOTW 3-0, JOINT MODERN WAR MODEL
OPERATIONS
OBJECTIVE OBJECTIVE OBJECTIVE OBJECTIVE
OFFENSIVE OFFENSIVE LEGITIMACY
MASS MASS RESTRAINT
ECONOMY OF FORCE ECONOMY OF FORCE PERSEVERANCE
MANEUVER MANEUVER OFFENSIVE
UNITY OF COMMAND UNITY OF EFFORT | UNITY OF COMMAND MASS
SECURITY SECURITY SECURITY ECONOMY OF FORCE
SURPRISE SURPRISE MANEUVER
SIMPLICITY SIMPLICITY UNITY OF COMMAND
& EFFORT
LEGITIMACY LEGITIMACY SECURITY
RESTRAINT RESTRAINT SURPRISE
PERSEVERANCE PERSEVERANCE SIMPLICITY
Table (1)

A Simple, Disciplined and Flexible Model

The Principles of Modern War Model disciplines Marines

studyi ng war by |inking each of the principles to the
objective. The flexibility is inherent to the nodel that
encourages Marines to consider nodern chall enges and |ink
and tactical

principles at the strategic, operational,

|l evels of war, as indicated in Table (2). The nodern

consi derations are sinple exanples and not all-inclusive.

3 U S.MC., MCDP 1-0, Marine Corps Operations, pg. F-15. MOOTWis
defined as “operations that enconpass the use of nilitary capabilities
across the range of nilitary operations short of war. These mlitary
actions can be applied to conpl ement any conbi nati on of the other
instruments of national power and occur before, during, and after war.”
US MC., MCDP 1-0, Marine Corps Operations, pgs. 10-3 - 10-6.
Restraint neans to “apply appropriate mlitary capability prudently.”
Perseverance intends to “prepare for the neasured, protracted
application of military capability in support of strategic ains.”
Legitimacy is to “sustain the legitimcy of the operation and of the
host governnment, where applicable.”



PRINCIPLES OF WAR MODEL

EXAMPLES OF MODERN CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE MODEL

OBJECTIVE “ANALYSI S OF PRI NCI PLES OF MODERN WAR MODEL FROM
LEGITIMACY ENEMY PERSPECTI VE
RESTRAINT -POLI TI CAL DOM NANCE, W LL & DI ME AT ALL LEVELS OF
PERSEVERANCE WAR
OFFENSI1VE - FLATTENI NG COVPRESSI ON EFFECT OF LEVELS OF WAR
VASS -SMALL- UNI T TRAI NI NG, EDUCATI ON, MANNI NG &
ECONOMY OF FORCE EQUI PPI NG
VANEUVER - DI PLOVATI C- POLI TI CAL- CULTURAL- ECONOM C & LANGUAGE
UNITY OF COMVAND & EFFoRT | TRAI NING REQUI REVENTS FOR ALL M LI TARY, CIVILIANS &
SECURITY CONTRACTORS
SURPRISE - FLATTENI NG EFFECTS OF ADM NI STRATI ON & TASK-
STHPLTCTTY ORGANI ZATI ON TO SUPPORT SMALL- UNI T DI STRI BUTED
OPERAI TONS
-MANNI NG, TRAI NING, EQUI PPI NG TI MELI NE OF JUNI OR
WARFI GHTERS FROM RECRUI TI NG TO FI RST DEPLOYMENT-
REDEPLOYNMENT
- SPEED, SI MULTANEOUS EFFECTS, TIM NG TEMPO, &
SEQUENCI NG OF FI RES & | NFORMATI ON OPERATI ONS /
TACTI CS / OPERATI ONS
- ADAPTATI ON, | NNOVATI ON, AND EVOLUTI ON
-Cl VI L- M LI TARY OPERATI ONS & COOPERATI ON
- MOUT OPERATI ONS | N THE THI RD WORLD
- WARFI GHTI NG FUNCTI ON SUPPORT OF DI STRI BUTED AND
EXPEDI TI ONARY OPERATI ONS
- ENVI RONVENTAL AND CULTURAL LI M TATI ONS ..
Table (2)

The principles all

national politica

link to the objective. * The

objectives drive mlitary objectives.

Because the objective is the master principle in analysis

of war,

national politica

In OF the shift

anal ysi s mnust

re-center upon each shift in the

obj ective(s).

in national political objectives

prevent ed enpl oynent of the Conbi ned Action Program ( CAP).

The failure to link the objective,

effort,
Al - Anbar

chal | enges.

Utinmately,

unity of conmmand and

and legitimcy prevented Marines fromusing CAP in

Province due to security and force protection

thi s di sconnect drove the Marines

into high-intensity battles and operations in the Sunn

4 Evans,

War: A Matter of Principles, pg. 12




Triangl e and Al - Anbar Province following the initial attack
into Irag. Cearly, overwhelmng force and power is

achi evable with an econony of force while maintaining force
protection and security, when all elenments of power are
unified in command and effort on the objective.

In contrast, during OEF the CAP has been used in
Af ghani stan from 2003-2005 with Provincial Reconstruction
Teans. ™ The initial success of the CAP in OEF continues to
prove successful in defeating the enemy. '® The Marine
Corps history of success with the CAP |links to nodern
consi derations of future expeditionary operations and
di stributed operations.

The Principles of MOOTWare relevant at the strategic,
operational, and tactical levels of war. Modern
considerations for restraint are the first, second and
third order effects of tactical actions. For exanple, the
Abu Gharib prison abuse scandal enbol dened the insurgency
in Al -Anbar Province, afforded the insurgency and Al - Qai da

i nformati onal and psychol ogi cal advant ages, and aroused

15 Lamm The Right Strategy, Armed Forces Journal, pgs. 25-27

18 Lt Gen McCaffery, USA (retired), The War We’re Winning, pgs. 16-19;
and Col. David Lamm USA, The Right Strategy, pgs. 25-27. General
Zinni, USMC, (retired) maintains a failure to enbrace a conmon

know edge of term nol ogy and i ssuance of “precise objectives —
understood by all”, led to the difficulty in nmlitary planning for
Operations Provide Comfort and Restore Hope. Zinni’'s “Non-Traditional
Military Missions,” pgs. 247-283, in Strange's, Perspectives on
Warfighting, Nunber 6: Capital “W” War: A Case for Strategic Principles
of War cover his experience in lowintensity conflicts, now called
Smal | Scal e Operati ons.



gl obal condemmation of the coalition strategy. A nodern
consi deration for perseverance is the national norale and
will to sustain war, as the present struggle to maintain
nati onal focus on the G obal War on Terrorism OF, and OEF
denonstrate. The inportance of perseverance is magnified
in considering the challenges of joint, nultinational, ad-
hoc coalition, and private mlitary corporation warfare in
the nodern era. A nodern consideration of |egitinmacy at
the tactical level is the standardi zed political-cultural
and | anguage training Marines undergo prior to depl oynent
in support of OF or CEF. Using credible force bal anced by
cul tural understanding and | anguage training wll
legitimze Marines in contested areas and prepare Marines
to adapt to challenges in nodern warfare.

The conduct of war in the current operating
envi ronnent continues to evolve. Mass, econony of force and
maneuver are bal anced to ensure conbat power is
concentrated at the decisive time and place. * A nodern
consideration for nmass is the precise ability of
i ndi viduals, sensors, and platforns to work in concert to
destroy, isolate, or track targets. The enpl oynent of
ni ght vision equi pnent, unmanned aerial vehicles and

preci sion ordnance in OF and CEF indicate training and

17 Scal es, Yellow Smoke, pgs. 155-7.



equi ppi ng nodi fications down to the squad and fire team
| eader continues to evol ve.

The Marine Corps renmains capable of maintaining the
of fense in nodern warfare, as exenplified in the
admnistrative ability to neet the deploynent requirenents
in support of OF and CEF. Mdern considerations for
econony of force in the future are changes necessary to
man, educate, train, and equip Marines to serve on small -
unit teans in coalition, joint, and/or interagency
operations. 18

Expedi tionary operations and distributed operations
will continue to shape nodern chall enges to the offense,
econony of force, and maneuver. Speed, timng, tenpo,
sequenci ng, and sinultaneous effects are a few of the
consi derations witnessed in gaining a foothold during OEF
Modern security considerations nust be bal anced with the
of fensive to ensure force protection throughout the course
of operations. Wile science and technol ogy have al ways
hel ped Marines win battles, students of war nust carefully
wei gh the effects of nodern chall enges of security.
Decepti on operations, information operations, psychol ogical
operations, public affairs, classification of intelligence,

reporting, and offensive force protection are nodern

8 1bid., pgs. 117-121.

10



consi derations for Marines to consider on all |evels of
war. To maintain the offensive spirit, Mrines should
prevent reliance on permanent basing, as wtnessed in OF.

Utimately, unity of command enabl es the commander to
focus the efforts of all participants and the warfighting
functions. A nodern challenge to unity of conmand and
effort is cooperation of mlitary personnel, interagency
personnel, coalition partners, and contractors. ° In nodern
warfare, national strategic objectives will be nmet when al
el ements of national power are applied with unity of
command and effort. Modern considerations for surprise and
sinplicity at the tactical level are to initiate and
mai nt ai n aggressi ve and consi stent plans in increasingly
conpl ex situations. %°

St udyi ng nodern war with the Principles of Mddern War
Model nakes sense. The nodel clearly illustrates nodern
chal l enges with exanples from O F and OEF

Conclusion

Marines need to expand their experiences through
battl e, canpaign, and operations studies. Thus, Mrines
will develop their ability to recognize patterns and

i mprove intuitive decision-nmaking. This essay redefines how

19 Scales, Yellow Smoke, pgs. 164-6.
20 | bid. pgs 140-145.

11



Mari nes study and understand the chal |l enges of nodern war.
Modern operations since Operation Desert Stormforma start
point for Marines to start battle, canpai gn, and operations
studi es of nodern warfare. The Principles of Mddern \War
Model provides a sinple, disciplined and fl exi bl e framework
to understand the chall enges of nodern warfare. Lieutenant
CGeneral Mattis indicated the professional benefits of
readi ng and studying in preparation for battle |eadership.
The Principles of Mddern War Model allows for nore conplete
preparation.

Word Count: 1927
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