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ABSTRACTU
N

Thi st hesi sOanal yzesUOt heli npl i cati onsOof OChi neseldnavyl
noderni zati onOd for thed SouthO Chinall Sea. Thed PRCO isO
noder ni zi ngd andd expandi ngU i t s naval O capacitiesl forOthel
pur poseld of Oprotectingl China sOsecurity,Odterritorial,dandd
econom cUinterests. O Thel PRCO hasU pl acedd all great U deal O of O
enphasi sonnoder ni zi ngli t sOnavydsi ncelt helear| y[11990’ s. O
Specifically,d Beijingld hasl beend purchasingl] RussianQ
convent i onal Onaval Oar nslddesi gnedt oldef eat andOcount er OU. S. [
naval Of orcesti n(Jt heOr egi on. OTheOt ransf or mati ondof OChi na’ s
navyUfronidallcoast al Odef enseldforceldtolalbl uedwat er f | eet [
capabl el of O proj ectingd forced at 0 seald wi | | O havel seriousO
econonic, O political,d andd securityd inplicationsO forO thel
UnitedOStates, DJasOwel | DasOforOthosedcountri esborderi ngd
Chi nallandt hedSout h{(OChi nadSea.
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EXECUTI VELSUMVARY U
O

Thi st hesi sOexam neslChi na’ slnaval Onoder ni zat i onJand
itsOinpact Of or Ot held Sout h(d Chi nall Sea. 1 Ocontendt hat Ot hell
Peopl e’ slOLi berati onJAr ny- Navy’ sO(PLAN) Ot ransformati ondf r ontl
allcoast al Odef ensellf orceldt odallbl uelwat er Of | eet Ocapabl elJof I
projectingld powerd at seall wll O havel seriousld securityll
inmplicationsOforOtheld Unitedd Statesld and its[ alliesd and
fri endslCborderi ngt heOSout h[IChi nadSea. [

TheOPRCOi sOnoder ni zi ngOdandOexpandi ngOdt heOPLANCf or 0t hed
st at eddpur posellof Oprot ecti ngllChi na’ ssecurity, Oterritorial O
i ntegrity, DandCeconom cli nt erest sCi n(t her egi onCandbeyond. [
Bei ji ng’ s concernld about O Chi na’ s0 dependencel onll oi | O and
nat ural 0 gasOfronilt held M ddl el] East, O act ual 00 andl pr oj ect ed
gr owm hi nJt heJPRC sleconony, Oandt helpot ent i al Joi | DandOgasU
reservesl i n t hel Sout h(J Chi nall Seall areld critical O factorsQO
dri vi ngd PLANO expansi on. O ConpetingOterritorial OclainmsOfor0
i sl andgroupsCandUpotenti al Joi |, Ogas, Danddm neral Ori ght s
furtherOnotivat et heOPRC sUcl ai nJt hat Ot heOSout hJChi nallSeall
i nher ent | y[bel ongs [t o[IChi na. ]

Chi na’ sJi ncreasi ngllnaval Opower OhasOtheldpotential Otol
upset [t hem | i t ar y[bal ancelof Cpower Ui nt heJAsi a- Paci fi cOand
poseslalsi gni fi cant Ot hreat Ot oJU. S. Opr esencelasOwel | Oast ol
t hosecountri esOborderi ngdChi nallandt heldSout h(JChi nald Sea. [
TheOPRCOhaspl acedallgr eat deal Oof Cenphasi sOonCnoder ni zi ngd
t hed PLANO si nceld t hel ear| y[1 1990s, [ speci fi cal | yOI pur chasi ngQd
Russi anld conventional 0 naval 00 arns[d t hat O wer e desi gnedl] t o]
def eat DandOcount er 0JU. S. Onaval Opl at f or ns. OOChi na’ sOnot i vati ond
t odpur chasellt heselpl at f or ms i ndi cat esli t sOdesi r e[t olpr ot ect [

andOmai ntaind tsOmariti ned nterests. O
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Thi sO t hesi s anal yzes t held PLAN s i nvent ory of O seall
denial OplatfornsdandditsO potential Oinpactdindthed Southd
Chi nallSea. OAOf ut ur edJPLANOcapabl eOof Osuccessful | ydcar ryi ng-
out Jallsealdeni al Ost r at egy Owoul dOenabl edChi naldt oOmai nt ai nCal
form dabl ed presencel i nO theld Sout hl Chi nall Sea. [0 As[] PLAN
capabilitieslincrease, JitsOstrengthOw || Odirectl yOenhancel
China sOabilityOtoOenforcelditsOinterestsanddeventual | yO
al t er [0t heObal ancelof Opower Ui nUt helr egi on. OTheOUni t edJSt at esU
needsJt oldcont i nuedpeacef ul Odi pl omati cOappr oachesJt oJChi nall
onlJi ssuesUof Oterritoriality, Osovereignty, Danddt radedi nOt hed
Sout hl Chi nall Sea. O I nJ addi ti on, Othel Uni ted St at es] shoul dJ
cont enpl at e supportingld cooperativell venturesl betweenO t hell
Amer i canUandOChi nesellnavi es, [whi | elJcont i nui ngt oOmai nt ai nCall
vi abl el naval OO presencell i n0 theld Asia-Pacificl told counter
Chi na’ slgr om nglhaval Opr esence. [
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. 0 1 NTRODUCTI ONL

Thi sOt hesi sOexam nesJChi na’ sdnaval Onoder ni zati onOandO
i tsOi mpact Of or Ot hedSout hOChi nallSea. OTheOmai nOar gunent Oi s
that0 theld People’ s Liberationd Arny-Navy sO (PLAN) O
t ransf or mati onJf r oniJalcoast al Odef enseldf or cellt olJalbl ueOwat er O
fl eet O capabl el] of O proj ecti ngld Peopl e’ sJ Republ i c] of 0 Chi nall
(PRO O doctrined atl seall willO havel seriousd securityl
i mpl i cationsUf or Ot heJUni t eddSt at esUandal | i esObor deri nglt he[d
Sout hJ Chi nall Sea. O Thel t hesi s i s based onO pri maryd and0O
secondar y[J openl sour ces addressi ngl] PRC i nterestsl i ndthel
Sout hJChi nalSea, Ut r endsi nOPLANOnoder ni zat i onandUOst r at egy, U
and(Jt hei r Osi gni fi cancelf or Uf ut ur edJPRCOact i onsUi nOt heOSout hJ
Chi nallSealmari ti met heat er Jof Doper ati on. OTheOr esear chOf or O
thi sl thesi s conmesl] fronil i ntervi ews, O periodi cal s, 0 books, [
I nt ernet CMebsites, Oofficial [ ournal s, Candlr eports. [

t

A. 0 BACKGROUNDO

Afterd review ngl countlessl articlesl concerningd thel
PLAN sObui | dOup, Oi t Obecanme appar ent Ot hat O Chi naldwi | | Onot O
meet Ui t st goal O of O havi ngl ald bl ued wat er O fl eet O capabl el] of I
successful O power O proj ectionlJ acrosst t held Sout h1 Chi nalJl Seall
wi t hi nO t hed next O 15- 200 year s. O Chi na’ sl present [0 cour sel] of O
acqui ri nglnaval Oar nsandCef f ort st olnoder ni zeli t sOSout hOSeall
fleetOw | | Onot Osupportdall bl uellwaterdscenario. Wat[thel
current O PLANC noder ni zat i ond does i ndd fact O support i st hel
cont i nuancelof Oallcoast al Odef enseldf or celdw t hJanJi ncr easi ngll
of f ensi vellcapabi | i t y[It hat Ocoul dCpot enti al | y[belused[lt oldeny[]
access of 00 Sout h(J Chi nald Seall - 00 Seald Li nes of O Conmmuni cati onld
(SLOC s), O chokepoi nts, 0 andd secured PRCO vital O i nterests. [

N 1C



Thesell vitalO interestsd included security,O territorial,O

political, CandOeconomn cl ssues. 0

TheOPLANOI sCacqui ri ngldadhost Oof Osea- deni al Opl at f or s
t hat OcanObelOusedagai nst Of ut ur elri val sOi nOt hedSout hOChi nall
Sealf or Ot helpr ot ect i onof OChi na’ sOper cei vedli nt er est s(it o[dbel
di scussedll at er. OTheOPLAN sOf ut urelabi | i t yOt oOsuccessful | yO
conduct ODallsea- deni al Ost r at egydi nOJt heSout hOChi naldSeallposes
t heOnost Ul i kel yOscenari olJgi venIChi na’ sUpr esent Opat ht owar dsUJ
naval OJnoder ni zat i on. OTheOuseOof OChi na’ sOpresent Ui nvent ory
i nOt hi sOf ashi onOwi | | DhaveOaldr amat i cOi npact Ouponr egi onal [
securitydforOthedU. S. OandOcountrieslborderingdtheld Sout h(J
Chi nallSea. OAOnoder ni zedOPLANUhas Ot hepot ent i al Dof Dal t eri ngd
t helbal ancellof Cpower [0 nlk helr egi on. [

H
B. 0 ORGANI ZATI ONU

Thi st hesi sUbri ef | ylexam nest helJevol ut i onUof [t heOPLANO
fronmtJalsmnal | Ocoast al Odef enseldf or celi nt ot het hi rddI ar gest [
navyl onU t hel pl anet. 00 AnJ i n-dept hO anal ysi sOJ of O past [0 and
current O PLANO noder ni zat i on, O naval O doctrine, DandOstrat egyd
gives insightl intold thel political 0 andd technol ogical [l
chal | engesOconfronti ngldChi na’ snavy. 0Thelt hesi s(0di scussesl]
PRCOmar i ti meli nt er est sUi nJt heSout h(JOChi nalSea. [Chi nall ooks[
t ot hedSout hIChi naldSeallasanar ealdof (OChi neselexcl usi vity. [
ThelconpetingOterritorial Ocl ai ns, Osover ei gnt y[Jandr esour cel]
i ssuesllbylOnei ghbori ngOcountrieslOconti nueldt oldunder m neldPRCL
clai nsld t hat O t hel Sout h1 Chi nald Seall i nherent |yl bel ongsl] t o[l
China.d Hostilityd hasO grownl anmongd Chineseld over[ thel
conpetitionlfordSout hdChi nall Sea’ sresources. [0 ThelPRCOi sl
great |yl concer nedl] about [0 i ts grow ngld ener gyl demands[] and
| ooksO t odt he Sout hl Chi nald Seall t o[l potential | yOIsol velditsQO

futurelf at e, DasOwel | OasOallf ocal Opoi nt Oof Onat i onal Osecurity. O
o 2C



I nOli eudof OChi na’ sOrecent Osi gni ngldof Ot heldJASEANC support ed
Decl arati onont heldConduct Oof OParti esdi nOt hedSout hOChi nall
Sea, OpastOeffortsdtolresol velconflictingdinterestsOw th(
Chi nalJ over OO Sout hOJ Chi nal Seall i ssues havel been net 0 wi t h(J
resistance, ObothOpoliticallyOandOmlitarily.0ThisOisOal
maj or Oconcer nOf or [t heOUni t eddSt at esOi nt hef ut ur edsi nceli t sO
Asi anUal | i esOar eheavi | yOrel i ant Jupont hedSout hOChi nalJSeall
for tsCcomrercial Oiveli hoodOand(r esour ces. [J

Thel currentd capabilitiesd of 0 thell PLANO cannot [ bel
consi der edJasal0backwar dO0mar i ti melt hr eat Ot hat Owi | | Oposellno0
si gni fi cant Ochal | engelt o0t heU. S. i n(t heCear | y[121%' Ocent ury. O
Dur i ngdt heOpast Ot enOyear sOChi nallhasst eadi | ylequi ppeddi t sO
naval Ui nvent or yOOw t h{l ar geJanount sOof Cconvent i onal Oar nmsdand
naval O platfornms that areld consideredd tol bel extrenel yd
effective.0 Thesell acquisitionsd included Kilo-classl
submari nes, OSovr enenny- cl asslgui deddm ssi | elddest royer s, HOand[]
variousl ot her 0 armanment s(J of [0 Russi anlJ ori gi n(J desi gnedl t olJ
counter ] andl] defeatd U. S. O naval 00 weapons andl pl atforns. [
Toget her, Ot heyl posell ald comrandi ngl presencel i nJt held Sout h{J
Chi nall Seall andl all viabl el threatd tod futureld accessl] andl
stabi | ity n(t heOSout h(OChi nadSea. [

0
C. 0 CHAPTEROOUTLI NEO

Chapterdl 1 Obriefl ydDexam nestChi na’ sCdstori eddmaritimel
tradi ti onOandOt helevol uti onUof Ot hedJPLAN. I nOt hi sCchapt er Ol O
cont endl t hat O Chi nall pl acesl] great O i nportanceld andd needd i nO
havi ngOdaOnoder ni zedOnavy Ot oOneet Oi t sOpot ent i al 021° Ocent ury O

t hr eat s. 00O

I A A A

1 chi na, DASEANDOSI gnOCodeCof OConduct DonCSout hCChi nalSea. ” OPeopl e’ sO
Dai | yO( Novenber 5, [2002) : CAvai | abl eConl i ned
<http://english. peopl edail y. com cn/ 200211/ 05/ eng20021105_106254. sht m >0
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Chapt er Ol | | Oaddr essesOmany Oof CIChi na’ sOi nt er est s nCand
aroundd t hed Sout h(0 Chi nal Sea, [0 focusi ngld on t he rel ati vel
i mportancelof Oeachi nOrespect OtodChi na’ sCOfuturelsecurityld

andCOeconom clprosperity. O

Chapter VO focusesll on thed PLAN sO foreignd arns
acqui sitions,Ocurrentdcapabilities,dandOtheirdcollectivel
pot enti al Ousellassea- deni al Opl at f or ns. [

I nOsunmmat i on, OChapt er OVOof f ersdandassessnent Oof Dhowdd
t heOt hr eat Oof Jaldnoder ni zedOOPLANOw | | Ot hreat enOt heOmi litaryO
bal anceUof Opower DandOi npl i cati onsOforJU. S. Opol i cydi nOt he[
area. d

O
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I'1. OPLANCMODERNI ZATI ONL

A. O CH NESELNAVAL[ANDOVARI TI MECTTRADI T1 ONO

Chi naDlhasOalstori eddandOoftendi nconsi stent Omariti neld
traditionOof Orisingdtolddom nancelduri nglsonmeldperi odsOandO
fadi ngli nt or el ati velobscurityOduri ngUot hers. 0Chi na’ sCnaval O
root sCcanlbellt racedUbackt oli t sCear | i est Ur ecordedUbat t | eli n
549[BCCwhenlIri val Or ul er sOusedUshi pst oUassaul t DeachUot her’ sO
seacoast . 20 The Chi nesedwer edJonceldt heOnmast er sOof Ot heOhi ghO
seas. [JDur i ngt hedSonglddynast y[J( AD[1960- 1279) OChi nesellf | eet’ s[J
nunber edd upwardsld of O 13, 00000 shi psd andO theird presencell
stret cheddacrossAsi alli nt ol0Nort hernJAustral i allandOWest er n[J
Africa.30MuchOd i ket heOpr esent OPLAN, 0OChi na’ sOdynast i clnavi esO
performeddsi m |l arOrol esinOsettlingOterritorial Odisputes,
i ssuesllof Osoverei gnty, Odeterrence, Onati onal Osecurity, OandO
protectingl nterests. [

Chi na’ sOnaval Odom nancellreachedli t s peakOduri ngldt held
M ngd dynastyd (1368-1644), 0 whend Chineseld shipbuil ding, O
maritimeldtrade, Oanddnavigationdabilitydwerelsuperiortol
many[] of [0 t hed Europeand maritimed countries. 0 Thed Chi nesel
devel oped] andd nasteredl thel artd of O nul ti-mastedd sail s, O
conpartnental i zati on, 0 and | argel hul | O construction. OO Thei rd
shi psOwer eldgr eat er Ui nOsi zeOandOdesi gnt hanOt hoself oundOi n
Eur ope. OThelChi neselshi psr eacheddl engt hsOover (050000 eet Oand
di spl acedOupt 0015000t onsOdur i ngt heIM ngldynast y. OTowar ds[d
theOlatterOpartOof Otheld M nglOdynasty, Dalpolitical O power

st ruggl eloccurr edbet weent wolf act i onsUof Ot heChi nesellcourt [
I

2[0Col e, CBer nar dCD. CThe0Gr eat [Mal | Cat OSea. [ Annapol i s: OVDONaval O
I nstitutelPress, [(2001), (2. O

3DGang, [Deng. OChi nesevari ti meActi vi ti esCandOSoci oecononi cd
Devel opnent, (c. 2100BC- 1900AD. [ West port, OConnect i cut : 0G eenwoodPr ess, O
1997), M1. O
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overOdifferent Ot heoriesOof Ot helconmerci al Danddt echnol ogyl
benefitsd of 0 foreignd tradeld againstl thed benefitsO of O
i sol ati oni sm 40Subsequent |y, OChi naldendedUi t sOseallt radedand
rel egatedd i tsO navyld tod ald brownd wat er 0 def ensell forceld by
shiftingd itsdO nationald economcld strategyd towardsO
i sol ati oni sm OThi sOddeci si onderodedd Chi na’ slseal power O and
nauti cal 0 advantagesl over[ itsd Westernl rivals. O China s
securityld strategyld shiftedd alnostd entirelyd ontol thel
shoul dersOof OitsOarmyOandOt hi sOhasOr emai neddt heOpri mary0d
br anchlof Oser vi celd nOChi nallever si nce. [

Thel Chi nesel] madel] several [J attenptsU duringld t hedd Q ngQd
dynasty[1(1644-1912) Ot odr est oreli t snavy. OTheselef fort st oJ
noder ni zed it sOOnavyOwer ed provokedd by chal | engesOfronilt held
West ernOgreat OpowersdinOthedl ated19'"0century, Ofol | owi ngO
yearsld ofd politicald infightingd anongld Confucianl
traditionalistsld andd pro-nodernizationd reformers.d Thel
Chi nesell depl oyedlJ all noder nld navyl | edd by Li O Hongzhang, Oi n0J
1884. SO However, OLi OwasOunabl edt oObui | dOt heOnavydi nt odanO
ef fectivellfightingdforce. OThedChi nesellwer elldef eat ed]i nJall
seri esJof Onaval Oengagenent sCdw t h(Ot heOFr enchOanddJapanese. []
Fol | ow ng t held col | apsel of O t hell Q ngl dynasty, O Republ i cand
Chi nald(1912-1949) (di ddOnot OnakelanyOsi gni fi cant Oat t enpt sOt od
rebui | dOt hed Chi nesednavy. OTheOnavyOfel | Donceldagai ndi nt o[
di sarraylandbecaneanli nsi gni fi cant JandCobsol et e(servi ce. O

0]
B. 0 PLANI1949- 780

ThePeopl e’ sOLi ber ati onOAr myJ( PLA) Owas Of oundedi n(01927[

andUevol vedf r onilt heJChi neseCommuni st OPar ty’ s CCP) [st r ongUd

]
4Di anond, Jar ed. OGuns, 0Ger nsDand (St eel : [TheFat esCof CHunmanO
Soci eti es. [ NewlYor k: W W [ONor t onCandOConpany, 01997) , [(412. O

SCol e, M1-3. O
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ar mit odalnat i onal Of or ce. Ol t sOor i gi nal Opur posedwas[t oldsei ze[
power, [Ost abi | i zeOorder, DandOnai nt ai n(t heOpartydl i ne. OWhen[
t heCDcomuni st sOsei zedOpower i n[01949, 0Ot helr ol eOJof Ot heOPLAO
shi ftedO t o0 honel andl] def ense. O Thel PLAO splitOintod t hreeld
servi celd branches, OPLA, OPLAAFL (A r 0 Force), JandOPLAN. 00 The
PLANO was[] establishedd onO 230 AprilO 1949,0 originallyO
consi sti ngUof Ul esst hanOalOhundr eddobsol et edshi psUanddalf ewdd
t housandl seamen. d TheyO consistedd mainlyd of 0 defectingO
Kuom nt angOsai | ors, OPLAOguerri | | as, ODandf i sher man. 600Theneed
forall stronger O navyld wasl predi cat edd onld several Omariti med
t hreats. OThelNat i onal i st sJoccupi edUTai wanUOandUOmany Uof f shor e
i sl ands, DandOt heyOcontrol | eddt held mai nl andd sea- | anesfront]
Shanghai OonOsout hwar d. OThedU. S. ONavy, [t oget her Owi t hJot her O
Asi anldnei ghbor s, OhadJt hellpot enti al Ot oOnount DanOanphi bi ous
count erattackl agai nst 0 t hel mai nl and. 70 TheO PLANO r emai ned[]
rel egat eddt oJt helr ol eJof Dallcoast al Odef enself or cedf or Ot hell
next [t hr ee[ldecadeslunt i | OVao[Zedong’ sldeat h(d n(11976. [

At 0 theld conclusionld of 0 thell Koreand War[ (1950-53), [
Chai rmanMaoOout | i ned0hi st hr eeldnaj or Jassi gnnment sOf or Ot hell
PLAN: [0 “w peld out Otheld Nationalistsldinlthel coastal [Jareas; [
assi st theld arnyl i nO t aki ngd over O Tai wan; [0 andO resi st [0 anl]
imperialistOinvasiondfrondthedsea.” 80 MaoO wasd all st aunchd
conti nental i st, DJandOheOsawt heldnavyOasOanlexpendabl e, [but [
useful ,Oforce. d0ThisOwasOalrol e theldnavylperfornmeddw th{
noder at e(Jsuccessi nOt heOm d1950s0f ol | owi nglChi na’ sCassaul t [

ondt heONat i onal i st -control | eddof f shor el sl ands. OThi sOf or ced

T o |
O0Col e, 4-5. 0

/OSwanson, OBr uce. CEi ght hiVoyageof (0t he[ODr agon: OACHI st or y[of (OChi na’ sO
Quest [0f or OSeapower . O( Annapol i s: OVDONaval Ol nsti t ut edPr ess, [01982) , [1184-
185. 0

8DKondapaI i, 0Srikanth. (I Chi na’ sCNaval OSt r at egy, " [For ei gnCAffairs, O
(Mar ch33, (2000) : 2. CAvai | abl eConl i ned
<http://ww. freerepublic.comforum a3945d5de7976. ht m >0
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t heOOwi t hdrawal Oof Ot hedNati onal i st OtroopsOfrontdthelTachen
I sl andsOand[t helOsei zur elJof [t helli sl andOof Ol chi ang. " ThelOnavy O
reflecteddalw I | i ngnesst odadopt OWest er n-styl eldt acti csOand
enpl oyd provend assaultd techni quesd andd equi prent.”°0 Thel
trai ni ngd andO resourcesO t hat [0 enabl ed t he PLAN s[] success[]
ori gi nat edIf r onit hedSovi et CUni on. O

[l
1.0 Sovi et HAssi st ancell

Thel coastal O defensel of O thel mai nl andd fornedd theld
strat egi cOgui dancellf or DPLANOoper at i onsandJdevel oprment Ui nJ
what Ocanmet oObeOknownOas Ot he* Gr eat OWal | Dat Osea. " 100Dur i ngOd
t he(11950s 0t heOSovi et slObeganOt r ansf er ri nglext ensi velanount s{J
of Oar ns 0t o0Chi nalli nOsupport Oof Ot hedKor eanOWar . 110Thi sOwasO
f ol | owedObyJan0i ncr easi ngf | owllof [0t echnol ogy, Omat eri al , Jand
t rai ni ngdt olOhel pObui | dOChi na’ sCOdef enselJi ndust ri al ObaselJand
increaselditsOmlitaryOeffectiveness. OWthOtheOai ddof Ot held
Sovi ets, 0 thed Chinesel begand tol increaseld theird naval O
i nvent orydOw t hOmanySovi et Odesi gnednaval Opl at f or ms, Osuch
asl] t held Gordy-cl assl] destroyer, 0 Kronst adt -cl ass submari neld
chaser, Ot or pedodboat s, 0TO430m nesweeper, Danddt heOW cl ass

submari ne. 121

Sovi et Osuppor t Ospear headeddt heOPLAN sOest abl i shrent Oof [
i tsOAcadenyOof OM | i taryOSci encesOandOmany ot her OPRCOnaval [
school s0 fashi oned alongld Soviet( l|ines.O Sovietd naval O
regul ati ons, Otacti cs, DandOt r ai ni ngOpr ocedur esCwer elJadopt ed

i nt ot hedJPRC sUi nf ant Onaval Oprogram OBruceldSwansonOwr it es
]

90Swanson, [1191. O
1000l e, m0-15. O

110you, i . OTheDAr nedCFor cesCof OChi na. O( NewlYor k: O . B. OTauri sO
Publ i shers, (01999), (077. O

120swanson, M196. O
0 sC



i nOEi ght h(OVoyageof Ot hedDr agon: CAOH st or yOof OChi na’ sOQuest [
f or OSealpower [0t hat [I* by 11956 0PRCnaval [Oschool sChadCexpanded..[]
t rai ni ngdwasObecom ngnuchOnor ellpr of essi onal ..st udent sCOwer e[l
readi ngt r ansl at edOver si onsof OMahan’ sOThedl nf | uencellof OSeal
Power OUponOHi st ory. 130TheOPLANOwasOr api dl yOdevel opi ng, Obut O
t hi sOnewlddevel opnent Owasnot Owi t hout [i t sCant agoni st sCwi t hi n[
t heJCCP. OChi na’ sOtraditionalistsOcontinueddtoUbellat DoddsO
wi t h(Ot heOPLAN s[(lef f ort st odbeconealnoder nandpr of essi onal [
navy, [0 sparki ngd manyO ideol ogical 0 versusld technol ogical [
debat esUover Ot heOJadopti onUof Of orei gnUandOnodernOm litaryOd
technol ogies, 0 strategy, andd weaponsd systens.[] Thel
traditionalistsO neverd sawd t hel i nmportancell of O naval 0 seall
power . [l n01960, [t heOSovi et sOcut Dof f i t sOmi | i t ar yJassi st ancel
tod China,d andd wi thout thed continuedd support of 0 PRCO
| eader shi p, Oeffecti veOPLANO noder ni zati onlceased. 1400 Chi na’ sO
naval [0 doctri neld andd noderni zati ond becanell pragmati cl andl
di rectedd byt held const ant [J pressuresJof Ot heldi nternational [

envi ronnent . O

0
2.0 Peopl e’ siMar [

China' sl overall O mlitaryl conbat effectivenessl] and[
abilityD tolO conduct O noder nJ warfarell di m ni shedO partiallyO
becauseUof Ji tsOrel i anceJonUSovi et [assi st ance, Obut Onost | yO
duelJt ot hell asti nglef f ect sJof OMaoldZedong' sO0* peopl e’ sOwar " 0
doctri neJandUOstrat egy. OTheOPRCOmi | i t ar yOpr epar edi t sel f ObyO
figuringdout OwaysOtoOw nJalOwarOw thOinferiorequi prent
agai nst Jalmi | i taryOw t hOsuperi or Jequi prrent . 150The" peopl €’ sO

0

130 bid., m99. O
140 pj d., r15. O

150 qgun, ODeng. OThedChi nesePeopl e’ sOLi berati onOArny, Vol . 00 . O
(Bei j i ng: OCont enpor ar y[OChi nalOPubl i shi nglHouse, 11994) , [582-583. O
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war " [ f ocusedd onld count eri ngd al Sovi et 0 i nvasi ond usi ngd anl
attrition strategyld usi ngldt held mai nl andd as(] t he operati ngld
t heater. d Thel Cul tural O Revol utionl (1966-76) [0 conti nued t o[l
i ncreasel] thel gapld betweend PRCO andd Westernd mlitaryd
capabilities.d Duringd Mo’ sl Cultural Revolution, O thel
mlitaryObecanedlittl eldnoreldt hanOalpolitical Ot ool Dof Ot hel
party. O Thel PRC sU defensel i ndustryl sufferedl extensivel yQ
dur i ngOt hi sOperi odJandOwasOnot Oconsi der edJt oObeOnoder nOby O
West ernld standards. O China sl post-Sino-Sovietl split navyl
decl i neddi nt oOanOi | | - equi pped, Opoor | yOt rai ned, DandCunder -

fundedUcoast al Odef enselforce. O TheOPLAN, JasUOwasUt heldcasel
wi t h{J t hed ot her O servi cel branches, O wasll f orcedd t o def endd
Chi na’ sl0 bordersd withl circald 19500 Sovi et 0 equi prent [0 andd
t echnol ogyl[] agai nst [ superiord Westernd arnmanents. [0 Several [
attenptsO byl thell PLANO toll conpensatel ford itsO | ackd of O
noder ni zat i onObyi ncor por ati ngldnoder nOoper ati onal Oconcept s
andd training, 0 metd withd fiercel resistanceld byl PRCO

politicians. 16

N
C. 0 PLANI978- PRESENTO

In0 1978, O twold yearsO after U t held deat hOJ of O Mao, [ DenglJ
Xi aopi ngld ascendedd t o] power. [0 Dengld i nmedi atel yOcriticizedd
Chi na’ sOabi | i tyOt oOf i ght Daldnoder nOwar . OTheOPLACOf or cesOhadO
relativel yOm ni mal JaccessOtodnmodernOm litarydtechnol ogy. O
Dengl addr essed hi sO vi si ond of 0 all noder nO Chi nal at Ot hed 9'"O
Nat i onal 0 Congr essl of O Chi nesel Tradell Uni onsO i nJ hi sOJ *“f our [
noder ni zat i ons” Ospeech0t hat Ccal | edf or, DanongUot her [0t hi ngs, O

HEEHHEHEEEH
180Godwi n, OPaul CH. B. OPLACFaces[t heTwent y- Fi r st OCent ury. [( Aneri canl]
Enterprised nstitute, [11999), 40-42. 0O
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aldnoder nnati onal Odef ense. 170Short |yt hereafter, Ot hedPLANO
enbar ked onO thed first O of O itsO noderni zationd effortstol
i mprovel technol ogy, O doctrine, 0 operations, 0 andd trai ni ng. O
Deng’ sOanbi t i onsOf or ODaldnoder ni zedOChi nalset Ot heOwheel sOi n
not i ond for O and evol ution i n00 PRCO mlitaryd doctrined and
strategy. 00Byd19850Deng’ sOOm |itarylrefornmsdmani f est eddand
act ual Ochangeli nOdoctri neldfronidt helll at ed1970sconcept Jof O
“peopl e’ sOwar Junder Onoder nOcondi tions” OtoO“l i m tedOwar . ” 18]
TheOnewldoct ri nel)f ocusedUon[l ocal OandUl i m t edOwar sUof Oshor t O
duration, 0w thl special Oinportancel pl acedd uponl cont est edld
borderOterritories,Oterritorial OseasOandOi sl ands, Olimtedd
attacksl upon( Chi nesell] territory, andl Chi nesel]
count erattacks. 190 A national O def ensel] strategyd fol |l owed, O
settingld newd contingenciesd ford PRCO defensed fronmd all
conti nent al Ut olperi pher al Odef ensellst r at egy Ut hat Owoul dUpl acel
China sOmaritinmedterritori esbunder JalprotectivelQunbrella. O
Thi sOprescri bedOnewtr ol esUandUm ssi onsUonOPLAN, OPLANAF, DandUO
PLAAFIbr anchest hat Ower elJei t her Ui nsi gni fi cant Ot o, Jor Ower eld
focusedlenti rel ylon, Ot helpr evi ouslicont i nent al [str at egy. OThe[d
PLANCr egai nedli t sCr el ati velli nport ancellt ollnati onal Osecurity, O
andl] t heO repl acenent O andl acqui si ti ond of O newt] pl atf orns, O
weaponry, OandOsyst ensOwer eldi nper at i velOf or Ot heOPLANCt ot akell
onll t sCexpandi nglr ol es. [

O

O

[
=EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEN

170xi aopi ng, DDeng. OSpeechCat [t he™Nat i onal OCongr essCof OChi nesel
TradeOUni ons. [J( Oct ober 011, (J1978) . UAvai | abl elJonl i ned
<http://english. peopl edai | y. com cn/ dengxp/ vol 2/t ext/ b1250. ht m >0

18[Ebdwﬁn,DPauIDH.B.D‘FronftbntinentDtoDPeriphery:DPLADDoctrine,D
Strat egy, ODandOCapabi | i ti esOTowar ds[2000. ” (OChi nalQuarter| y[11460( Juned
1996) : [(466- 680

190 pi d., 67. O
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1.0 PLANCM ssionld

Adm r al OLi uHuaqi ngli sCcr edi t edOw t hUhavi ngUt helsi ngl e
great est i npact JuponUcur rent O PLANO noder ni zat i on. [ As[J PLANO
commander O froni] 19820 t o0 1988, O Li ul | ai dOJ out O t held navy’ s
m ssi onUd andl f ut ur e obj ecti ves. O Thel PLAN s m ssi onsU wer e[
“desi gnat edJassaf eguardi ngldChi na’ sterritorial Ointegrity; O
bei ngl] preparedl for O all potential Orequirenment 0 tol bl ockadeO
Tai wan; Opr event i nglalsea- basedUi nvasi onlof Chi na; DandUover [
the | ongd term O bui | di ng all survi vabl el] sea- basedld nucl ear [
retaliatorydforce.”200Theldnavydal solchangedditsOstrategyld
fronilcoast al Odef enselt olJof f shor edef enseJandUf ut ur edbl ue-
wat er 0 power O proj ecti on. 210 TheOd of f shor el def enseld strat egy
cal | eddfor Odevel opnment i nJt hreedphases: 01) O0By[2000, Ot hel
PLANO willO “traind andd enhancel existingd formations, O
renovati on, 0 andO i nprovenent 0 of O theld conventional O naval O
vessel s; 02) Of r omJ20010t 002020, Ui t Owi | | O*“ concent rat edondt hel
constructi onof Oseveral Ol i ght Ocarri ers..pur chaselwar shi psit od
suppl emrent 0 t he carrierd taskd force..andd bol st er 0 of f shoreld
conmbat O capabi lity”; 03)0andd fronid 20210 to0 2040, 0itOw |10
t ransf or nit heOPLANC nt oCalmaj or bl ue- wat er Ohavy. 22[1]

O
2.0 Re-Equi ppi nglt he[Navy[

Ind thed 1990s0 Chi nall returnedd tol thel Russians forQ
m | itaryUOarmsOandOt echnol ogy. Ul n[019890ISi no- Sovi et Cr el ati onsO
wer ednor mal i zed, DandUt heJOPLAObeganlt odpr ocur edweaponsdand(]
equi prent O t hat 0 beganl tol i nprovel itsO overall O mlitaryQd

]

200 bi d., 469. O
21Kondapal Ii, 3. O

22 powd | ng, John. [ Chi na’ sCEvol vi ngOMariti medStrategy: OPart O : O
RestructuringBegi ns. ”[Jane’ s ntel | i gence[Revi ewllv. 8, 0130J(1996) : (J129-
133. 0
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ef fectiveness. OTheOarnsdacqui sitionsCObeganOat Dallcritical O
time, Of ol | ow nglalMést er nCenbar goConOar ns Hand [t echnol ogy [t o[l
Chi nall i nO responsel] of Ot held Ti ananmen i nci dent. O Later, Oin0O
1991, Ut helIf al | Dof Ot heSovi et OUni onOhadOalldr amat i cOaf f ect Con[d
t heOPRC sUt hr eat Oper cepti on, Doncelagai nshi fti ngOf roniJt hed
Soviet threat tol thed Unitedd Statesd andd Tai wan. 230 TheO
successful 0 Uni tedld Statesl participationldinltheld Gul fO War[
againstl] lraqd significantlyd affectedd China s securityl
context. [ Thesell eventsl re-af fi rmedd PLANO noder ni zati ond i nOJ
support Oof Oi t sOperi pheral Odef enselst r at egylJandhei ght ened
PRCO anticipationdd ofd al0 futured conflictO alongU itsO
sout heast er nf | ank, Onanel y[t heOdSout h{OChi nallSea. [

0 0 0

H H

]
Z30Kondapal i , O07- 8. O
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|'11. PRC SLUSOUTHLCHI NALISEALI NTERESTSLU

A. 0 POLI TI CALOI NTERESTSO
1.0 Regional OSecurityl

Theld Sout hOO Chi nall Seall remai ns anlJ areal of O extrenmel
i npor t ancef or OChi na’ sOr egi onal Osecuri ty. 240TheChi nesell ay[
cl ai mitolpractical |l yOOt helentireldSout hOChi nallSea. OChi na’ sUJ
maritinmelcl ai nsdi nOt heldSout h(JChi nall Sealar eJallsour celJof [
di ssensi onJ anongll Chi na’ s nei ghbor s whol havell conpeti ngll
cl ai ns0 agai nst 00 t hed PRC s. 250 ThelD PRCO hasU di spl ayed i t sO
resol vellt oluselm | i tary[f or celli n(lt he[past Ui nCsupport Oof O t s
territorial Ocl ai medandOi ssuesof Osover ei gnt yi nOt heSout h{
Chi nalSea. OChi na’ snavy Ui n(Jt heOpast OandOf or eseeabl elf ut ur ed
will Oremai nOBei jing sCOcall OtoOactionOforcedi nOOt heSout h(d
Chi naSea. OChi na’ sOpr esent Onaval Onoder ni zat i onli npl i est hat O
t heOPRCOi sOant i ci pati ngf uturelm |itarylacti onsUover [ ssues(]
regar di ngt heOSout h(IChi nadSea. [

I nOt heOr eact i ondt oChi na’ sOnaval Onoder ni zati on, Ot her eld
i sfalgr owi ngif eel i nglanmonglicount ri esUr esi di ngli nOSout h- east [
Asi allthat i nOthedl ongOternidthelUniteddSt at esldcannot OJbeld
rel i edCduponlasOalguar ant or Jof Or egi onal Ost abi | i t yDandOt hat O
wi thout OitsOpresence, OstatesOw | | Obell essOrestrai neddi nO
assertingUt hensel vesOandOenforcingOtheirOterritorial DandO
mariti melcl ai ms. 2600TheSout hOChi nadSeali sOt heOar eadi nOt he
Asi a- Paci fi c[lt hat Oposes[lt hellgr eat est [lconcer nClbecauselof [0t he[d

PRC slgr ow nglinavy, Oconpeti ngOmaritimelcl ai s, Oterritorial O

]
240See0Appendi xOA. O

250val encia, M J. VanDyke, J. M, OLudwi g, ON. A. OShar i ngt hed
Resour cesof [ heOSout h(OChi nadSea. [0 Honol ul u: OUni ver si t yOof OHawai i O
Press, [11999), (b-8. O

26[val enci a, Ovar k(J. OChi naCandt heOSout hOChi naOSealDi sput es. [ Gr eat O
Britain: OHal st onfandCo. (Lt d. , [11995), (3. O
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di sput es, OandOl ocat i oni nOpr oxi m t y[t o[0Chi na’ sCbor der s. (OThe
PRCO conti nuesO t old remai n opaquel concerni ngd itsO futurel
i ntenti onsOi nOt heOSout h(OChi nallSea. [0“ Act i onsOby [t he OPRCt o]
def endUof f shorelcl ai nsi nOt hel Sout h(JChi nall Seallhavellbeen
hel d0upOasUallt est DcaselJof Ot heOOPRC slreadi nessdtolbelal
responsi bl elrenber Cof [t hel nt er nat i onal Oconmuni ty. ” 27000

O
2.0 TerritorialitylO

Thel PRCO i sJ not 0 t hel onl yO count ryd procl ai m ngld t hat [
national Ointerestsarelat Ostakeldi n(Jt held Sout h(J Chi nall Sea. [
Therel i sOO grow ngld conpetitionld anongl rival O cl ai mant s f or [
territoryd andd resourcesd inO theld SouthO Chinal Sea. 28]
Consequent | y, Ot hedOPRCOi sOi nvol veddi nOterritorial Odi sputesl]
wi t h( Mal aysi a, Ot hel Phil i ppi nes, O Tai wan, 00 Vi et nam O Brunei , O
andOl ndonesi alJover [0t heOscat t er edi sl andsOandOr eef sOl ocat edd
wi t hi nOt heOSout hOOChi nalSea. 290ToOanOout si deCJobser ver, Ot hesel
di sput es may appear O pettyld ond t held surface. 00 Manyd of O t held
di sputeddterritori esdareldnot hi ngdnoreldt handexposeddr eef s
andOtinydislandsOof Oseem nglyOlittl edusedtoOdaldcountry’ sl
nat i onal i nt er est s. OFor Onost Ocl ai mant sOi nOt heldi sput e, Dand
t he(OPRCOi nOparti cul ar, Ot heOar ealJaboveOt heOwat er Oi sCof Ol ess
val uet hanOt heOpotential Oresourcesdunderdthelwater. 0 Thel
PRC sOinterestsO layd i nd exploitingd thel Sout h(D Chi nall Seall
seabed’ sl ar gelr eser ves[of [nat ur al Ogasandoi | Odeposi ts. 30000

A A

Z/0OSnyder, OScot t . [ TheOSout h(OChi naCSealDi sput e: [Pr ospect sCf or O
Preventi velD pl omacy. " OSpeci al CReport Cof [t heOuUni t ed0St at esl nsti t ut e
f or OPeaced( Washi ngt on, [D. C. , DAugust, (01996), [07. O

28seeAppendi x[OB. O

29Ral | , CDesnond* M litaryOAcqui sitions nlt heAsi a- Paci fi cORegi on. " [
I nternational OSecurity[18, (03, OW nt er [11993- 94, (188-89. O

300val enci a, M11. O
N 1601




Amongd China’sOterritorial Odi sputesw thl Tai wand over [
t hell Paracel Oandd SpratlyOlslandsOi st hed53-yearOconflict
regardi ngd thed sovereigntyd of 0 Taiwan.Od Thesed di sputedd
territorial 0 and sovereignty[l issuesd couldd potentiallyl
triggerdaldm litaryOconflictdi nOt heldSout hOChi nallSea. [JPLANC
noder ni zat i onJ woul dUJ havelJ al t r emendous] i npact U onJ Chi na’ s
abilityOtoOeffectivel yOprojectdpowerdindthel Sout h(1Chi nald
Sea. [OW t hout [0t helOcont i nuedpr esencellof [0t heOUni t eddSt at esCi n(
t helr egi on, Oandt helpossi bl elJexcept i onCof OTai wan, [InoJot her [
cl ai mant O possesses all navyl strongll enoughd tol ef fecti vel yO
def endUi t sel f Dagai nst JalJPLANC of f ensi velJi nOJt heSprat | yOor O
Par acel O sl ands. O

0
3.0 Conpetingdd ai ns[d

Chi naOhasOalOnunber Oof Oconpeti ngOterritorial Ocl ai nsdi nO
t hed Sout hO1Chi nallSea. O Thelrati onal esOf or O Chi na’ s0di sput esl]
varyld fronil clainsl basedl onl territoriald jurisdiction,[
hi storical O | egacy, 0 andd geopolitics. O In0 1992, 0 t hed PRCO
provi dedli t sel f Ol egal Oj usti ficati onJt oOsupport Ui tsOacti onsO
toassert Jsoverei gntydover OtheldSprat!| yOl sl andsOandl ot her O
cont i guousJzones[w t hi nOt heOSout hOChi naldSeallbyUOpassi ngUi t sO
LawonOt heOTerri t ori al OSealandOCont i guousUZone. OThedl awdof [
thel seall clainmsd include:O continentald shelfd clains, O
set t| enent Odi sput es, UOexcl usi velJeconom czonel( EEZ) Ccl ai ns, O
fishingd zonel clains, territorial 0 sea,d baseline, 0 andO
hi st ori cOwat er sCdcl ai ns. OThesell awsgi vellt heldJPRCLallgr eat er [
basi sl ford claimngd control 0 overd thel SpratlysO asl all
contiguousOzonelOforOterritory.310Control DoverJtheOSpratlyO

| sl andsOar edoneOof Of our Oar easOdi nOt hedSout hOChi nadSealt hat O

HEEHHEHEEEH
Slpausti n, OGr egOChi na’ sOCceanCFronti er. [ Canber ra: DAl | endandOUnwi nCJ
AustralialPtyOLtd., (11998), 4, (42, (144, (48-52, [B7-58. 0
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Chi nalper cei veslaslsensi ti veJandOar e(Jheavi | yOdi sput ed. OThe
ot hersOareldt hednort hernNatunalll sl ands, O Gul f O of O Tonki n, O
Tai wan, 0 andO t hed Paracel O sl ands. O 1 n0 19960 Chi nal cl ai medd
t heselli sl andsbasedOonOUni t ed0Nat i onsOConvent i onOont heOLawdd
of Ot hedSeald( UNCLOS) . OTheselli sl andsl aydwi t hi nOt he[JUNCLOSO
definitiond of O and EEZO andl accordi ngld told Beijing, O areld
i nherent | y[OChi na’ s. 0

TheOGul f Dof OTonki nOboundar yOw t h{OVi et nanili sbasedUon0O
an]118870Si no- FrenchOtreaty, Oi nOwhi chOt heOPRCOIi nsi st st hel
boundar yJl i nesOwer elJdet er mi nedbyOanOi nperi al i st Ocol oni al O
power Oandt her ef or eldshoul dOnot Obelt heObasi sCof Oset t | enent . [
In0d019740t heOPRCOuseddm litaryOforcedtodtakedt helParacel [
I sl andsf r onilt heORepubl i cOof OSout h(Vi et nam OThellgover nnent s
of OVi et naniJandTai wandi sput eJt he(1PRC s[possessi onof [t he[
Par cel s. OFi nal | y, Ot heOSpr at | yOI sl andsUar elJcont est edbyOsi x[
cl ai mant sOJ whi chl i ncl uded t held PRC, O Phi | i ppi nes, O Vi et nam 0
Mal aysi a, O Tai wan, O andJ Brunei . [0 What 0 makesl theld Sprat!|y[
di sput eddi ffi cul t Oi sOt hat Ot hedPRC, OTai wan, OandOVi et nanill ay
cl ai niJt o0t heOent i redi sl andOchai n, DandOt hedot her Ocl ai mant s
desi relonl yOsect i onsOof [0t helar chi pel agolt hat Or esi deldcl osest [
t ot hei r oor ders. [

Ther el havel beenl several O attenptsd tol resol vel t hesel
conpet i ngld cl ai ms. 00 AnongOd t hel nost O recent O was all quasi -
di pl omat i cOconf er encellt hat Ooccur reddi n[019940at CBuki tti nggi, O
I ndonesi a. 0 ThisOwasOthedfifthOinOalOseriesd desi gnedd t ol
expl oreldt helsensi ti vell ssuesUof Oconf |'i ct Ui nOt hedSout hOChi nald
Sea. Ul nOsunmary, Ot heJBuki ttinggi Otal ksOendedOw t h{JTai wanU
andJChi nalbl ocki nglDanagr eenment DonOnon-m | it aryOexpansi onJ
i n00 thed SouthO Chinall Sea.d WthO theld exceptiond of O thel
Phi |'i ppi nes, O t hel cl ai mant sOJ unani nousl y[J rej ect edd hal ti ngd
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furtherdO mlitaryd expansion.O “Despiteld allO hoped of[
i mprovenent, [t heOnost Ol i kel yOscenar i of or Ot hef ut ur elJof [t he
Sout hOChi naSealdi sput esli st heldst at usOquo. ” 32

O
4.0 Spratlyd sl andsl

Thel t hr eat O of O alJ bur geoni ngldJ gr eat [J power O seeki ngl t o[
acqui reldincreasinglanountsOof OterritorydisOal arm ngd andd
unf at homabl elJi nOanyOot her Or egi onUbesi dest heJAsi a- Paci fic. O
For (OChi na’ sOnei ghbor s n(t hedSout hOChi nalJSea, Ut helt hr eat Ui s
r eal DandOappear st oldbeldgr om nglever yday. OManyAsi a- Paci fi c[d
anal ystslO havell expressedll apprehensionld aboutl China’ sl
assertivenessli ndt hedSout hOChi naldSea. OM . 0OG OO Leary, OanOd
expertdind Asia-PacificOregional OpoliticsOwitesdind Thed
Shapi ngdof O Chi nesedForei gnPolicy, Othat OtheOSpratlysCOarel
consi der eddt oObed* hi ghl yOvul ner abl elli nOt heOwakeOof OChi nesel
mlitaryldpowerdanddconsidersthisOOarealdtoldbel“t hednost
dangerous i nO t he Sout hOJ Chi nald Sea. " 330 Thel Sprat | ys( havel
beconeli ncreasi ngl yOm | i tari zedOover Ot heOpast Odecade. 340The
maj ori t yOof Ot helcl ai mant sC0havelgarri sonedt r oops, Dai rcraft [
runways, [0 and hel i copt er 0 pads over Ot hel year st o] conduct [
mlitaryQOactivities. 3500

Justificationsf or Ot heselOconpl exOandOconpet i ngOcl ai ns[
ar ednot Oabsent Oof Ovi ol ent Om i taryOacti on. OFor Oexanpl e, Jal
confrontationld occurredd i n0 1988, 0 over [0 t held occupati ond of O

Fi er yOCr ossReef [bet ween[Vi et nanmeseUandIChi neselt r oops[it hat [J

O
SZ[Val enci a, 50-57. 0

3300 Leary, OG OTheOShapi ngUof 0OChi neseFor ei gn0Pol i cy. [ Canberra: O
Aust ral i allNat i onal (Uni versi tyOPress, [01980), (07-9. O

34SeeAppendi xOC. O
35EBeeDAppendixDC.D
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| ef t Osevent y-f our Vi et naneseln ssi nghandOsevenCki | | ed. 3¢0The
Chi nesellar eldcont i nual | yOi nprovi ngt hei r Oabi | i t yOt oO0backOupO
theirOclainmsdinOthedSpratly’s. 0Theldi scoverydind199500n0
M schi ef 0 Reef O of O hardenedl concretel facilitiesO directlyl
cont radi ct sOBei j i ng’ s soot hi nglnost r unsOof Ocooper at i ondandO
consul tation.”370 Chinald isO enhancingd itsO capabilityd told
proj ect Of or celli nOt her egi on. OAsl ongOast heOPRCLCcont i nues[
i tsOexpansivelclainms, OthreatensdtolduseldthisOforce, Jandd
refusesOnmultilateral Oinitiatives, JWshi ngtonl shoul dOJ vi ew]
Bei jing sO actionsl as all precursord tol all scarcel yO hi ddenld
agendallof Odom nat i nglt heOSout h[OChi nal0Sea. [

0
5. 00 Soverei gntyd

Chi na’ sOuselof Om | i t aryOf or cedt odr esol veli t sOi ssuelof [
soverei gntyd withO TaiwanO woul dO certainlyd pronmptd U. S. O
i ntervention, Ot hedUni t edSt at esOf or mal | yOr ecogni zesOTai wan(d
asalpr ovi ncelof Ot heDPRCOandOaccept sOt heOrmai nl and’ s t wo-
syst ens, JonedChi na” Opol i cy. 380TheOU. S. Odesi resOdalpeacef ul O
resol uti ondtodt heCuni ficati ondi ssue, OU. S. - Tai wanOSecurity[
Rel at i onsOAct Oof 019790doesnot Of or mal | yOcommi t OU. S. Of or ces
todTai wan’ sdef ense, Obut Ot hedU. S. OreservesOthedri ght Ot o

i ntervene. 0O

I 019490t heOCCPLf or cedt helr et r eat Uof Unear | y£O20m | 1'i ond
Chi neseldnati onal i st sOt olJt heOof f shor eli sl andUof OTai wan. OThe[

Republ i cJ of O Chi nall (ROC) O gover nnent U was[] est abl i shedJ on[J
R o
Sbcat | ey, (BobOand[Kel i at, OMaknur . OSprat |y’ s: OThe[Di sput esCi n(t hel
Sout h[OChi naSea. [ Br ookf i el d, (Mer nont : DAshgat ePubl i shi ng[Li ni ted, O
1999), 07-9. O

370MeDevi tt, OM chael . O Chi nalandt heOSout hOChi nadSea—ACConf er encel
Sunmar yOReport . " OPACNETONews| et t er [#15, O Apri |, (116, (11999) : DAvai | abl e
onlinelkhttp://ww. csis.org/pacfor/pacl599. ht m >0

38Mvast el , 0G eg. I Chi na, OTai wan, Oandt heWér | dTr adedOr gani zation. " O
Washi ngt onCQuarterly, O( Summer, [(2001), 45. O
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Tai wanObut Ocont i nueddt o0t akedChi na’ s[019470constituti ondasO
ext endi ngdt odal | Oof OChi na, Oresul ti ngdi nOObot hOdgover nnent s
cl ai m ngdl egi ti macyOasOt hedri ght ful Ogover nnent Oof OChi na. O
Si ncel 19490 bot hO t hed ROCLI and[] PRCL gover nnent s haveld been
uni form yOhosti | eJt odeachOot her. OEachOsi deJhasOmnai nt ai ned
noOof ficial OdirectOdi al oguedw thdtheOot her. 390 Thr oughout [
t hi sOperi od, OTai wanChasldenocr at i zedUandldevel opedUi nt ollonel
of 0 East [J Asi a’ slJ econom cU power s. J EvenU t hough[O Tai wanJ has[
act edlaut onormous! yf r onit heOconmuni st Omai nl andf or [t he(Opast O
fiftyOyears, Ot heOJPRCOsti | | Odesi resOt oOr euni f yOTai wanOwi t h(J
t heOMai nl and. OThell ssuellof Ouni fi cati onli sfalsensi tivellt opi c
fordbot hOsides. O Tai wanOremai nst | eeryldof OPRCOI ntentions
si ncell” ..Chi nalDhasUOhi storical | yOenpl oyedOnaval Of orcelJover [J
i ssuesllof Osover ei gnt y[O-Oabout Onat i onal Ocont r ol Oof Ospeci fi cO
i sl andsOor Oprovi nces. "4001 nOt heOcaseOof OTai wan, DasOr ecent 0
as[11995- 1996, [IChi nallmadellanlat t enpt [0t ol nti m dat eTai wanby [
conducti ngalm ssil edfiri nglexerci sell n(lt he(dTai wanOStraits. 0
Chi na’ sJobj ecti velOwast olddet er OTai wanlf r oniddecl ari ngdi t s
futurel i ndependenceld andl] t old encouragell reuni ficati ond by[]
t hreat eni nglt heOuseOof Om litarydf orce. OThi sOOpronpt eddt held
U. S. OSevent hOOFl eet Ot oOi nt er veneJonObehal f Oof 0 Tai wanOand
det er Opot ent i al OPRCOact sCof Caggr essi on. 41[1]

Thelt hr eat Oof Oalmai nl andd Chi nalli nvasi onJuponlTai wanll
conti nuesJt oldbelJallsensi ti vellt opi clIf or Oever yonelconcer ned. [
However Oonell ooksOat [i t, OOChi nesedm |i taryli nterventi onCover [
t helaf f ai r woul d0beallno-wi nlisi tuati on. OAOmM | i tarylsol uti onl

woul d0  likelyd incurd US O mlitaryd intervention,[
I

SY0MVast el , (46. O
400col e, 28. O

41DRuppe,DDavid.EVTensions[ﬁcross[kheDStrait.”DABCDNems,[KNhrcthG,D
2000) : CAvai | abl elonl i ned
<http://ww. abcnews. go. coni secti ons/ dai | ynews/ chi nat ai wan000315. ht m >0
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i nternational 0 backlash,d and |oss ofd itsd prosperousQ
Tai wanesellt r ade. OSolf ar, Ot heOPRCOhasOonl yOt hr eat enedt he[d
uselof [Of or ce. Ol f OTai wanOdoes[f or mal | yOdecl ar el ndependence, [
Bei j i ngd has repeatedl yO statedd thatd it wi Il O haved nol
al ternativellt olusi ngOf or ce. 0

N
B. 0 ECONOM CU NTERESTS[O
1.0 G owt h(

TheOPRCOhasOexperi encedt r enendousgr om hi nJt helpast [
t wolldecades. 0O Thi sdeconom cgrowt h(1hasldencouragedfurt her
interest in0 thel South( Chinall Seall asl] alJ vital O IinkO toO
i ncreasedd prosperity. 0Ind 1978, Ot hell PRCO enbar kedd upon all
maj or O progr ant] of Oeconom cOref orm OTheld Chi neseldgover nnent [
| oosenedrestrictionsOonOstatedcontrol Doversonelprices, [
“..encour agedt hedf or mat i onUof Or ur al Oent er pri sesOandOpri vat eld
busi nesses, Ul i beral i zedOf or ei gnt radedand0i nvest nent, ..and
i nvest edli nJi ndustri al Oproducti onOandOt heleducat i onof Ui t s
wor kf or ce. " 420 Thesel r ef or ns[J enabl edd Chi nal t o channel O al
significantOportiondof JitsOtraditional Jagricul turelll abor
forcelJi ntoOrural -baseddmanuf acturi ngdpl ants, Oresul ti ngli nO
i ncreasedd national O productivity, econom cO returns, 0 andO
foreignO investnent.430 In0O addition,O China sO econom cO
i beralizationOhasOi ncreaseddexports, DanddChi nalll eadst hel
Asi anlr egi oni nOt er nsJof Ogr owt hi nOner chandi seli npor t sCandO
export sCover [t he(past Cdecade. 441

I]
420Hu, [Zul i uCandKhan, OVbhsi nOS. [ Economi ¢l ssues: DMy Ol sCChi nall
Growi ngdSoFast ?” O MF, 11/ 4/ 2002) : CAvai | abl eConl i ned
<http://web. nps. navy.m | /~rel ooney/| M- 7. ht n»0

430Hu, [Zul i uCandKhan, OMbhsi nOS, (1- 3. O
44EBeeEbppendixDD.D
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Al t houghO t her e ar eI many[] peopl eld who bel i evel Chi na’ s
growt h(Ji s0 exagger at ed, Ot hedPRCOof ficiall yOreportsal GDP
annual O aver ageld of 0 9. 40 per cent O bet weend 19780 andd 2001. 4°0J
Judgi nglf r onCJeconom cOanal ysesOof OAsi a’ sCover al | Ogr owm hi n
t helpast Odecade, Ot heenti relAsi a- Paci fi cOwi | | Oconti nuellt o]
grow] andd conpet el f or J t hel saned nmar ket s andd r esour ces. 46[]
Chi na’ sli nt er est i nt hedSout h(OChi nalSealOwi | | OexpandOduet o
t hell PRC sl desirell tod continueld itsO overal | O grow h. O Thel
uni nt errupt edf | owlof Omari ti medt radedandM ddl eJEast er n[oi | [
t hr oughOJt heOSout hOChi naldSealdwi | | Obelli nper ati vet oJChi na’ sU
econom clf uture. OO

O
2.0 EnergyDemands[

As[Chi na’ slener gyddemands i ncr easedandOChi naldcont i nues[
itsOtransitiondfromdcoal OtolOcl eaner Oburni ngdoi |, OChi na’ sO
relianceld upond Mddl e EastO oil 0 andd thed searchd for[
al ternati velpetrol euntdsourcesOwi | | Oi ncrease. Ol n01993, OChi nald
becanmeld all netd oil OinporterdforOthedfirstOtinedinOditsO
hi story. Ol n01999, Ot heOPRCi npor t ed0400m | | i onOt onsOof Coi | O
andOreachedOoverJ600m I lionOtonsOi nOyear 0 2000. O Chi na’ sO
demandUf or Doi | Oi npor t sUi sCexpect edt oOmake- upU400per cent Uof O
t heOPRCOt ot al Oconsunpti onObyd2010. 470ByOt hat Ot i me, O Chi nald
wi | | Onost Ol i kel yObeconeOt heOsecondOl ar gest Uoi | Oconsuner Ui nJ
t heOwor | d, Obehi ndOonl yOt hedUni t edJSt at es. OTheOmaj ori t yOof O

R I

450w, CKang. [ Chi na’ sOGDPCNunber sCDon’ t DAddOUp. ” OThe[Mashi ngt ond
Ti mes, O( May 24, [(2002) : DAvai | abl eConl i ne
<http://ww. washti nmes. coml wor | d/ 20020524- 8757278. ht n»[

46U, S. OPaci f i cOConmandOAsi a- Paci f i cEcononi cUpdat e, OSpri ng11994, O
7.0

473 Chi na’ sOCruded0 | O nport sCExceedd600M | | i on(Tons. " OGener al O
Admi ni strati onlof OCust onms[OReport, [ Decenber (22, [2000) : DAvai | abl elJonl i ned
<http://ww. adsky. conl e_adsky/ news/ news78. ht m >0
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thisO increased wllO bel consunmedd byO itsO grow ngl

transportati onldsect or. 48[

Ther elli sOalgr owi ngbel i ef DamongOAsi anlJst at est hat Ot hed
PRCObel i eves[t he0Sout h[OChi nal0Sealdmay[1hol dt heOkey Ot oOmany [
of Oi t sOf ut ur edener gylneeds. OSur veysof Ot heOsealf | oor Ohavel
reveal eddeposi t sOof Coi | OandOnat ur al Ogas Oof f OChi na’ sfcoast . [
TheOquesti oni sOhowdnmuch?0Chi nalUbel i evesOt hereOar el argeld
deposi t sUof Ooi | DandOnat ur al Ogas. OSonelbel i evelt hi sOmayObel
at 0t heOsour celof Ot heJPRC sOmanyUcl ai msUi nOt heJSout hOChi nald
Sea. 490Theseldi scoveri esi nOt hedal readyddi sput eddar easof [
t he Sout h[J Chi nal] Seall havelt hel potenti al Otodbelextrenel yd
di sruptiveltolregional OsecuritydandOpronpt DJanOarnslraceld
overd the matter. InO lightd of 0 China' s presentd naval O
noder ni zati on, [t helr aceOmay[havelhal r eadybegun. 0
D
C. 0 SECURI TYO NTERESTSO

1.0 Sealli nesUof OCommuni cati onlJ

Thelf r eedf | owtdof Ocomrer ci al Oshi ppi ngdt hr oughOt heOSout h{
Chi nalSeali sOof Ovi t al Oi nportancelt olal | Oi nOt heEast Asi all
regi on. 5001 nOaddi ti onOt odChi na, Ot heseOcountri esOrel yOuponO
thelsteadylOfreedflowdof Omaritinmedtransportdthroughdthel
Sout hOChi nall Seallt o0 support Ot hei r Opopul ati ons. 0Open SLOCs [
areldi nperativeltofurtherOgl obal Otrade, ODandOar elvital Ot o]
i nki ngd thel econom esl of O thell world. O Ford China, O itsl

i ncreasedOmari ti nmelJacti vi t yOJandOgr ow nglener gylr equi renent sl

]
4811 | nt er nat i onal CEner gy dJQut | 0ok(2002. " CEner gy nf or mat i on
Admi ni stration, [ 2002) : CAvai | abl eConl i ne
<http://ww. ei a. doe. gov/oi af /i eo/ pdf / consunpti on. pdf >0

490Vval enci a, [(Wan[Dyke, CandO_udwi g, (9. O

50IZlSegaI , 0G OandOvYang, OR. H. 0OChi neseldEconomni cORef or m [t hed npact Con0d
Security. O London: ORout | edge, [11996) , (46. O
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hasOr esul t edi nOi ncreasedlr el i anceondt heOSLOCs. >101 n(t he
event [t hedSLOCsOar e[t hr eat ened, Oi t i sOpossi bl et hat OChi nald
woul dJi ntervenelt ol defendOwhat it perceivesOasOalvital O
nat i onal Oi nt er est . 52001 nJ1996, 0Chi nalt hr eat eneddt hedSLOCs i n
t heSt rai t’ sOof OTai wanJbyOconduct i nglm ssil e(test Of i ri ngs. O
It OwasOnot Ot heOPRC sOintentiondtolcl osedthedStrait’ sdtol
maritimel shipping, 0 butl thatO isO exactlyd what O resul ted. O
Mer chant Cvessel sCwer elddet er redf rontt ransi ti nglt hedStrai t’ s
duelJt oChi na’ sUeffort st olJi nti m dat eldJTai wanUover Danli ssuel]
of Osoverei gnty. [1J

O
2.0 Chokepoi ntsl

TheOSLOCs [pr esent [Hallst r at egi clel ement [t oOPRCOc| ai ns i n[J
t heOSout hOChi nal0Sea. OOTheOPRCOcoul dOuseli t sOnavyOpot enti al | yO
t o obstruct Ot held freedonil of 0 navi gati ondindthel sea. 0 Thel
t hreat O of O forceld by PLANO mi ssi | es, 00 m nes, O andO t or pedoes(]
woul dJ shut O downld SLOCO traffi c andd di srupt O i nternational O
shi ppi ngOt hr oughOt heOSout hOChi nadSea. OTheli npedi ngUof Osaf eld
passagel of [0 t hell SLOCs[] or 0 t hei r O cl osur ed woul dJ certai nl yO
affect U regi onal O econom cl i nterests. 0 TheinplicationsO of O
t heseact i onsOwoul dsi gni fi cant | yOaf f ect Oshi ppi ngUr at esCandO
t her ef oredt hedcost sOof i nport sdandOexports. OSuchUOact sOof O
provocati onOwoul dd0OnostOli kelyOinciteOJalOm litaryOresponsel
fronilt heOUni t edOSt at es. ®30AsOout | i neddi nOPresi dent OBush’ sO

nost Or ecent ONat i onal OSecur it y[St r at egyUof [t heOUni t eddSt at es
I]
°l0sakhuj a, Vi j ay. OMari ti meOPower Dof OPRC: OTheEcononi cCDi nmensi on, O
(Februaryl6, [(2002) : DAvai | abl e[onl i ne(khtt p://ww. i dsa-i ndi a. or g/ an-
feb.5-01. ht M >0

52 Nat han, DA J. CandCRoss, OR S. OTheOGr eat DWal | CandCt he DEnpt y O
Fortress; [OChi na’ sOSear ch(f or OSecuri ty. O NewYor k: OW W [ONor t on, (01997) , O
42.0

S3Noer , JohnOH. OMari ti medEcononi cO nt er est sCandt heCSealLi nes Dof O
Conmruni cat i onOThr ought hedSout h(OChi nallSea. [ Al exandri a, [Mi rgi ni a: O
Cent er [0f or ONaval CAnal yses, 01996), (4. O
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of DAnmeri ca, Orel easeddi nSept enber 012002, DanongdU. S. Ogoal s
forOitsOinternational Ostrategyldi sOtod"i gnitedallnewder allof [
gl obal O econom cO growt h(d t hroughO freel market s andO freel
trade. " >4Washi ngt onlli sOcomi tt edt oCldef eat i nglt hosellt hr eat s
t o[t hepeacelandpr osperi t ylof Oour Oal | i esdandf ri ends. O

O
3.0 GeolStrategicl

TheOSout hOChi nal0Sealli sOanUi npor t ant Upi ecelJi nOt heldgeoU
political Opuzzl edChi nalpresents. OTheOSLOCsJar elJi ncr easi ngl y[O
inmportant 0 tolJ thel PRC asJitsOinternational Oinportsd and
export sl ncrease. OAs[wel |, [0t heOOPRClhas Obeconelnor eJandOnor e[
reliantd ond Mddl el Easternd oilO exports.d Theld PRC s
garrisoni nghof Ot roopsOont heOPar acel OandOSpr at | yOI sl ands, O
PLANCnoder ni zat i on, DandOpast Omi | i taryOdaggr essi onsi ndi cat e[
Chi na’ sldeepOcommi t ment Ot oOenf orci ngi tsOterritorial Ocl ai nsd
t hroughOt heOuseOof Om | i taryOf or ce. >50Si ncelt helddef enselof 0
thisOentireld bodyl of O waterdislbeyondltheld PRC s current [
capabi lities, Oalbl ueCwat er Ocapabl e(navyOwoul dObelr equi r ed, O
atOthedveryOl east, OtoOprotectdall Oof OChi na’ sl percei vedl
i nterestsU nlt hedSout h(IChi nallSea. [0

Basedd wupond thel currentld andd projectedl] PLANJ
noder ni zati onCef forts, Dalbl ueOwat er Onavy i sOnot Uf or eseeabl e[
unti | Dat Ol east J2020. OTher ef or edt hePRCOwoul dOenpl oyOonl yOI
i t sOcurrent OPLANOI nvent or yUi nOt heOeventual i tydi tsOmariti me[d
i nterestslneeddprotecting. 0 TheOtypesUO of Onaval Opl atfornsO
t hat 0 Chi nall mai nt ai nsO ar el capabl el] of O carryi ng-out [0 all sea-
deni al Ost r at egyUof Odef endi nglJSLOCs Handlchokepoi nt s, Obut i t O

isOnotJalfl eet DJonf | eet Dengagenent [Of orce. OThi sOstrat egyd

]
94Bush, OGeor ge[W [ The[Nat i onal OSecuri t yOSt r at egy Oof [t heOUni t ed
St at esof DArer i ca. " OTheWhi t e(House. [ Sept enber [(2002) , (1- 2. O

S50SeeAppendi xOC. O
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appear st o0belconsi st ent Owi t h(Ot heOPRC sOnati onal Omari ti nmeld
strategyl of O of f shorel defense. 0 Manyd of 00 Chi na’ s0 forei gnd
acqui sitionsd arel indicativel of 0 ald naval O noderni zati ond

strat egyl nt endedt olpr oj ect Cpower 0 n(kt heselar eas. [

TheOPLAN sOSout h1SeallFl eet Oappear st ol0bedpoi seddand
configureddtoUcounter JandUdet er Opotential OthreatsOtolitsO
i nterestsUi nOt heOSout hJChi nalJSea. OTheOSout hOSealJFl eet Ohas[
wi t hi ni t sOi nvent or yOalmar i neli nf ant r yObr i gadeOandOnuner ous[]
weaponssystensOandOpl atfornsat i t sdi sposal Ocapabl elJof [
carryi ng-out 0 ald sea-deni al 0 strategyl t hat 0 woul dOJ posell t held
great est [t hreat Ot o0U. S. i nt er est sUi nOt hedSout h(Chi nalSea. °61]
TheOSout hOChi nalSealli sOsi gni fi cant [t o[t he[OPRCOnot Uonl yOasJald
strategi clsecuritylzone, Obut Oal sodasOalr egi onli nport ant [t olJ
PRCO mari ti meld trade, [l soverei gnty, 0 andl natural [0 resources. [
Consequent | y, OChi naldi sOnoder ni zi ngdt hedSout hCDSeallFl eet Ot o[l
bol sterd itsl capacityld tol addressU itslJ grow ngld maritinmel
i nterestsiw t hi n(0t heOSout h[IChi nalSea. [
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| V. OPLANLICAPABI LI Tl ESO

A. 00 OFFSHORELACTI VELDEFENSED

China’sOshiftdinOmaritinmed strategyl fronil all coastal [
def ensellst r at egy Ut oOanUof f shor eldef enselst r at egy, Ucoi nedUbyO
PLANCJAdm r al OLi uOHuaqi ngOas " of f shor eUact i velldef ense, " Uhas[
all greatd potential Oinpact onld t held Sout hJ Chi nall Sea. 0 Thel
ul timat elJobj ecti velOof OAdm ral OLi u’ sOstrat egyli st oldcont rol O
t hedseasOout OtoOt hedfirst JandOseconddi sl andchai ns. OThel
i sl andsOr unni ngOf r ontJt heOKur i | 01 sl andsOnor t hJof OJapanCdown[]
t hr oughll ndonesi a, Ui ncl udi ngdt hedSout hOOChi nallSea, Or epr esent [J
t helOf i rst Oi sl andOchai n. DAnOopenoceanbl uelwat er OnavyOf or [
Chinall i s representedd i n Liu sO “.secondd islandd chai n, O
del i neat eddbyOall i nef r ontdJapant hr oughOt hedBoni nOl sl ands, O
t hed Mari anall | sl ands, [0 and t he[d Carol i ne] | sl ands. " 570 PLAN
noder ni zat i ond conpl enent st hi s newd st rat egyd by acqui ri ngQd
andObui | di ngdOnaval Oweaponssyst ensOandOpl at f or ns0desi gnedd

t o0successf ul | yCconduct Ooper at i onsi n(t heselenvi ronnent s. [

Thelf easi bi | i t yOof Ot heOPLANOcapabi | i t yOOt ocont r ol Ot he
firstO sl andOchai nOby020200i sOhi ghl yOunl i kel y. OChi nall acks
the twol nostO i nportantd el ementsl] tol controllingd thesel
wat erways(- - Daircraft OcarriersfUanddt heOabi it ydt odconduct O
sust ai nedd batt | eI groupdoperations. [0China sdinvestnent i n[
naval Opl at f or nsOcapabl eCJof Odepl oyi ngOm nes, Om ssi | es, Dand
t or pedoeswi | | Devent ual | yOenhanceli t sOabi | i t yOOt oOconduct Dall
sea-deni al Ostrat egyli nt hedSout hOChi nallSea. AsOdef i nedby[
Adm r al OAr t hur OT. OMahan, Osealldeni al Oor Odest r oyi ngdconmer cel
provi desUaUOnmeans[f or Uhar ryi nglandt i ri nglanCeneny. UAl t houghO

]

°/OCol e, (010. O
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sealldenial OisOnot Jalwar-w nni ngdstrategy, OitOmyl causell
“great 0 ndi vi dual 0 nj uryCandOdi scont ent ” [0f or DanCeneny. 58]

Over [0t hepast Ot wolOdecades, [allgr eat er [enphasi shasObeen(]
pl acedOonOPLANCOnoder ni zat i on, Or esul ti ngdi nJt helr e- enmer gencel
of 0 Chi nall asd all regional O mariti med power. [0 Thed PLANO hasO
undert akenldgr eat Oneasur esdt odevol velf rondJaldquantitati vel yO
inferiorOnavyOtoOalqualitativel yOsuperiorJone. O Theld PLANO
enbracest helconcept Oof Oallhi-tech, Onobile, Danddf I exi bl edd
fighti ngOf or ceHandli t sOnaval i nventoryOref | ect st hi sOshi ft O
i nOm ndset . [

N
B. 0 FORElI GNCNAVALLACQUI SI T ONSO

Theld PRCO i sO usi ngd forei gndd naval O acqui sitionsO front
Russi allt olcl oselt heOgap[w t hCMést er nCnaval Osuperiority. OThed
Chi neselar epur chasi ngalOwi dear r ayOof Oaf f or dabl edJRussi an- [0
bui | t Onaval Oar ms. OTheOPLANOhasOdr amati cal | yOi ncr easedi t sO
mari ti medpower ObyOacqui ri ngdsyst ens, Omany Oof Owhi chOar edof O
f or mer OSovi et Odesi gn, Ospeci fi cal | y£engi neer edt oldef eat and[
expl oi t O U. S. Onaval Opl atforns. 0 Amonglt heseld pur chasesU ar e
submarines, [0 destroyers,d mssiles, 0 andd aircraftd thatO
significantlyOenhanceld China sOabilitydtolconductal sea-
deni al Ostrategydw t hi nOthel Sout h(J Chi nald Sea. [0 Thell PRCIi s
acqui ri ngd weapons( andl technol ogyd directlyld ainmedd at0O
det erri nglandOdef endi nglJagai nst [r egi onal Hadver sari es. [OThesel
effortsl areld nostlyl focusedd onl upgradi ngll subsurface, O
surface, Hand0ai r Ocapabi l i ties. [

Chi nall | acksO theld abilityd tol producel t hell necessaryl]

advancedlequi pnent JandOweaponsIsyst ensr equi r ed[t oldcat chOupO

]
98 The[Net wor kJand[Doct r i ne. ” (Buddenber g, [ Sept enber (11997) : O
Avai | abl e(onl i ne[
<http:// hopper.nps. navy. il /~budden/ | ect ur e. not es/ mahan. ht m >0
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withdOthed Unitedd States, OsoditOreliesdonforeigndarns
acqui sitiondtolcl oseldt het echnol ogyldgap. OTheOmgj ori tydof O
t heseld acqui si ti ons conmel f ronil Russi a, [0 but O pur chases and[
potential 0 providersd arell Geatd Britain,O France, 0 andO

| srael . 590

O
1.0 KILO d assOSubmari ned

Thel PLANO isO wusingld Russian-builtd andd designedld
submar i nest oOnoder ni zelli t sOsub- sur f acelcapabi liti es. OChi nald
recei vedt hell ast Jof Of our OKi | o-cl assOdi esel DattackOboat sO
fromJRussi alli n[01998. OThelIf i rst Ot wolIKi | 0o’ sCacqui r edCar edTypel]
877EKM s. OTheselar edconpl enment edOwi t hOalOM3K- 4000Shar kOG | 1 O
LowFr equencylact i ve/ passi velsonar [Osui t e, OMG 5190MousedRoar [
activeld m neld avoi dancel system O ald Strel all Surface-to-Air0Qd
M ssi |l ed(SAMs) Oposi tion, Danddupdtodei ght eendt or pedoesOor [
sealm nes. OThelt hi r dOandOf our t h(Ki | osOpur chased, Oar elof Ot he
Typel 6360 vari ety. [0 Thell Typel 6360 i nprovenent s i ncl uded all
| ar ger 0 weapons payl oad of O f our O SAMs, [0 andd t hed opt i ond of [
carryi ngld ei ght eenl] t or pedoes, [ surface-to-surfacell m ssil esl
( SSMb) Dor 240sealm nes. 890JRussi anOsour cesr epor t Ot hat OChi nal
i nt endst oOpur chasellei ght Daddi ti onal OTypeld6360submar i neslli n
thed future.®l0 TheO additionsO of 0 thed fourd Kilo-classO
submari nesUf ronJRussi allenhanceJChi na’ sOabi litydtoOcontrol O
SLCC s, O strategi cll chokepoi nts, O andld serveld asld all coer ci vell
i nfl uencel nlt heOSout h(IChi nallSea. [IJ

I
O90Fi sher MIr. , ORi char d* For ei gnOAr msDAcqui si ti onCdand OPLAD
Moder ni zati on. " JArer i canEnt er pri sell nsti t ut e11999, [185-90. O

603 The M l'itaryOBal ance[11999-2000. " Ol nt ernati onal O nsti tut elf or O
Strat egi cOSt udi es( Oxf or ddUni ver si t yOOPr ess[2001) , (1187- 188. [

61Jane’sDDefense[MeekIy.[KJuneDlS,[QOOZ):[%Mailable[bnlineD
<http://ww.j anes. coniregi onal _news/ europe/ newsbri ef s/j dw20613 36. sht m
| >0
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OO
2.0 SOVREMENNY- Cl ass[IDest r oyer [

O Underd al 19960 agreenent, ] theld PRCO purchasedd two[
Sovrenenny- cl assl destroyer sl froni] Russi a. 0 Thel Sovr enennys]
areJequi ppeddw t hOei ght Osuper soni cOMski t OSS- N- 22[0Sunbur nJ
m ssi | es, Donelof [t helnost DadvanceddSSVs Oonlt heOpl anet . OTheO
Moski t O hasOall maxi munid speeddof OMachO2. 10 anddalrangel of O
sixty-fivel nauticald mles.%20 Theld SunburnO mssilesd
characteristicsl “havel beend optim zedd forO theld specificO
pur poselof Dover com nglt helddef enselbar ri er Oof Ot he(JUSONavy’ s
Aegi s system " 630 Thell destroyers areld propel | edd by st eant]
t ur bi nesandOcanOr eachOalOspeedOof 0320knot s. OThellgr eat est [
i npact Ot hedSovr enennyshavelonOPLANCper f or mancellar et hei r O
abi |l i tiesOasOai r Odef enselpl at f or ms. OTheyOar elJequi ppedOwi t h
480 SA-N- 70 Gadf lyO ord SA-N- 170 Gri zzl yO sem - act i veld r adar -
gui dancelai r Odef enseldm ssi | es, Owi t h(OJaOf i ri ngdrangeOof 0250
ki | omet ers. 6400 Thesel shi psOi nprovelt held PLAN s abilityOtol
provi delai r Ocover Of or Ogr oundf or cesOanddef endagai nst Cai r O
attacks. I

W
3.0 SUKHO [OSU- 270FI anker OFi ght er CAi reraft O

Al t houghUi nOser vi cedi nOChi na’ sUAI r OFor celd( PLAAF) , Ot heO
PRCOpur chased500Sukhoi OSU- 270FI anker Of i ght er Qai rcraf t Of r onid
Russi a. O Theld Sukhoi ’ sO0 areld all fourt h(J generation aircraft, O
capabl eof OspeedsUOuplt oO0Machd2. 3. OWhat OnmakesOt heddSU- 27’ s
presencellsi gni fi cant Ui nt heOSout hOChi nall0Seali sUi t sUext ended

]
B2 Russi anlant i - shi pOni ssi | eCdevel oprent s, " QJane’ sCDef ense[Méekl| y[
August [130, (2000, Op. (26. O

63Bonsi gnor e, [Ezi 0. (I NewDat allonORussi anAnt i - Shi p[M ssi |l es. " O
M litaryOrechnol ogy3#4, (01993, [66. O

6400Shar pe, 0115. O
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rangedanddfi repower. 0 Theld SU- 270 hasallrangel of 040000 km O
whi chOd i s nearl yd twi celd thel rangel of O t hed i ndi genousl y[
devel opedd Nanchangd Q 50 andl Chengdu/ Gui zhoul J-70 attackO
fighterOaircraft O nOt heOPLANAFOI nvent ory. 6501t i sOout fittedd
wi t hJaO300mrdgunOandOupOt o0t enCext er nal | yOnmount edr ocket s, [
air-to-surfacelm ssil es, JandObonbs. OTheOPLAN sOuselof Ot hed
Sukhoi * sUi ncreasesUi t sUai r Oconbat , Dai r Odef ense, DandOstri kel
capabi | i t yO nlk heOSout h(OChi na0Sea. 6601

0
C. O PLANO NVENTORYO
1.0 Subnari nelForcesld

Thel Chi nesell pl acel great O i nportancell onld t heir sub-
surfacell warfared prograns, wth fived currentlyd in0
exi st ence. 870TheOsubmari neli sOt heOnost Ol et hal JandOcoer ci vel
sea- goi nglel enent Ot odalsur facelconbat ant. OTheredi sOlittl el
def ensell] agai nst 0 ald wake- hom ngd torpedol | aunched byO anO
undet ect edOdsubmari ne. OAsOst at edi n[OCRSORepor t ORLO30700: AN
attack by allwake- hom nglt or pedod woul ddJ posel al particul ard
threatd tolJ alJ U. S. 0O NavyO shipl for twod reasons. U First,
t or pedoeslar edi ffi cul t Ut oOdet ect Ubecauselt heyUOappr oachllt he
shi pOfronidthelrear, Owherelthei rdsounddi sOmaskedd byt hed
noi se of O t hel shi p’ sO propel | ers. 0 Second, O ald wake- hom ng[]
t or pedoOwoul dOnot Obellf ool edbyOanacoust i clldecoy, Oandt hel
shi pOmayOfi ndOi t Odi fficultOtoOmaneuver Oqui ckl yldenought olJ
reducelor Cel i m nat el t sOwake. 6810

®50SeeDAppendi xOH. O

667 Fi ght er sOG oundAt t ack. " OAi r OFor cedTechnol ogyd(2002) : DAvai | abl e[
onlinelkhttp://ww.airforce-technol ogy. coni proj ects/su27/ >0

67ElSeeDAppendi x0G O

68 chi na’ sOFor ei gnOConvent i onal OAr nsJAcqui si tions: OBackgr oundCand
Anal ysi s. ” OCRSORepor t ORL130700, OCct ober 010, (2000, 0. O
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Chi na’ sOOsubmari nedar senal Oconsi st sdof Oi ndi genousOand[
Russi anOnadellboat s. OFi velnucl ear Opower edOat t ackOsubmar i nes
headOupOalforcedof Oprimaril yOdi esel - power eddboat s, Owhi chd
i ncl udet heOnoder nORussi anKi | o0dandol der ORoneolcl assesand
t hed i ndi genous!l yO bui I t 0 M ng andJ SongU cl asses. [0 TheJ PRCO
possesses650submari neslti nJal |, Ui ncl udi ngaldXi a- cl asslf | eet O
ballisticl mssilel submarineld (SSBN)O that conductedd all
successful O mssileld firingd exercisel inl 1988. 690 TheO SSBN
i ncreases theld credi bilityd of O China sl nucl ear] deterrent. [
Accor di ngdt o00Jane’ st heOunder wat er Oenvi r onnment Ui sOallgr eat [
| evel erOwhendit OconmesOtolm litarysophi sticati onandt held
presencel] of 0 anyld submarine, 0 however elderly,d hugelyO
conpli catesOt hell i fedof Dalnaval Ocommander. ” 700 ThedChi nesel]
havel al soO i nvest edU i nO alJ nunber O of 0 accessori esl] t ol hel pO
i mpr ovelt heOper f or mancelof Ut hei r Osubmar i nes. OTheseOupgr ades
i ncl uded si de-scanll sonar, [J deep-seall caner as, 0 andl speci al [
di vi ngOl i ght st oJi ncreasellt helloper ati onal Odept hJof Ot hei r

submari nes. 7100

O
2.0 SurfacelForcesd

China’ s surfaceld forced hasO increasedd i nO sized andO
ef f ecti venesslover Ot helpast (Ot woldecades. O0TheOPLANCOhasOnor e[d
t han doubl eddi t sCO nunber [0 of O support Oshi ps, Oi ncreaseddits
i nvent oryOw t h(ddest r oyer sOandf ri gat es[It hat Opossessligr eat er [

firepower, Orange, DJandOspeed. 720 TheOPRCOal soOdenbar kedODonOall

I
®90TheM | i t ar yOBal ance[11999- 2000, LTheJSSBNLI sCbel i evedt oCbelonl y[I
partial | yOm ssi on- capabl eCandCr ar el yO eavesport. O

701 Jane’ sCFi ght i ngdShi ps[2001- 20020For ewor d. " [ Novenber (111, (12002) : O
avai | abl eConl i ne(khtt p://wwv. j anes. cont press/ pc010430. sht m >0

7107i mver man, OKennet hOR. O TheOPeki ngPent agon. " OTheOAneri cand
Spect at or [ Apri | 11996) : DAvai | abl eConl i nelkhtt p: // ww. security-
policy. org/ papers/ 96-D29at. ht m >0
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naval O shipbuildingd program O focusingd onO devel opi ngO
destroyers, [0 frigates, 0 coastal 00 patrol O craft, 0 andd |ightO
anphi bi ousOassaul t Oshi ps. 730AnongCt heOsur f acelconbat ant sCar ed
t wolver yOi npor t ant Oaddi ti ons; Ot helLuhu- cl assOdest r oyer Oand[
Ji angwei -cl assl] frigate, 0 theseld twoll proj ectsl represent d all
significantOi nprovenent Otol0thel PLAN sOsurfacelinventory. [
Thell arger OLuhu- cl assOdest royer Osur passeslt hedagi nglLuda-
cl assl] destroyer. O ThelO Luhull i nprovesO China s abilityOd toO
conduct ODanti - ai r JandOsubmar i ne0war f are. OTheyOar eJoutfittedd
wi t hJi nprovedUOsonar Osui t es, UCr ot al em ssi | es, Dalhel i copter
operationsl capacity, O andd ei ght 0 C 8020 surface-to-surfacel
m ssi | es. 740ThedJi angwei - cl assOf ri gat edi st heOhei r Dappar ent O
told thel olderd Jianghu-class;O Jiangwei’slO carryld CY-10
t or pedoes, OC-8010surface-to-surfacelm ssil es, JHQ 610SAM s, [
andChel i copt ers. 75

Chi nalli sOnei t her Obui | di ngnor Opur chasi ngt helJvessel sO
necessaryl thatO indicatell near-ternid plansO for al | argel
anphi bi ousO | andi ngl or Ot hedconpl eteldcontrol Oof Ot hel Sout h{l
Chi nallSea. OTolachi evellt hesellobj ecti ves, Ot hePLAN, Oat (It hell
veryl | east, O woul dJ needld toll i nvest O i n(0 heavyOd anphi bi ousO
assaul t Oshi psOrequi reddt olddebar kOall ar geldnunber Oof Cgr ound(
troopsd andd aircraftd carriersd told maintainl bluel water[]
suprenmacy. [0 ThelD PLAN s anbitiond tol investd inO thesel
particulard platfornmsd potentiallyd reflectsd thell PRC sl
intentionsOof OcontrollingOareasOof Ovital OinterestOrather
t han(t he(ent i r edSout h(IChi nalSea. 00

O

]
730Yung, OChr i st opher [D. [I* Peopl e’ s[Mar Cat OSea: [OChi neseNaval OPower i n(J
t he(Twent y- Fi r st OCent ury. ” OCent er (Of or ONaval OAnal yses[J( Al exandri a, O
Vi rgi ni a: OCRM195- 214, (Mar ch(11996) , (012- 13. O

740you, (188. O
7S0shar pe, 0126- 127. O
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3.0 AirOForcesld

Chi nall possessesl] all |l argel naval O ai r force. O Al t houghO
si zabl e, OmanyOdof Ot heOai rframesdi nOt heldPLANAF I nvent ori es[]
ar eJout dat edUor Onon- conbat Ocapabl e. 760TheChi neselconcl udedO
fronmidt hedOGul f OWar Ot hat Oai r Osuperi ori t ydOwasOcr uci al Ot o0t held
U. S. Osuccess. OTaki ngalpageOout Oof Ot heU. S. Opl aybook, [t hel
Chi nesell ar el nowl] enphasi zi ngld t hel i nportancel of 0 stri ke, [
stealth, OnightOvision, Olongdrangelattacks, dintelligence, [
andd el ectronicO warfare. 7’0 Knownd andO projectedd foreignd
weaponsacqui si ti onslOar eldt helll nt egr at edJAI r [0Def ensel1Syst ent]
(1 ADS) 0 known[l as[] Phal con, O Ai r bor nell War ni ngd andd Control O
Syst eni] ( AWACS) [t held Sear chwat er, [0 SU- 27SKO FlI anker sC0and F- 80
interceptord fighters,d comuandd andl controld systens, [
preci si ond gui dedd m ssilesO (PG, OO0 andd anti-air m ssil esO
(AAM . OTheseOar elj ust Oallf ewdof OChi na’ sOef f ort st olbui | dd0an
ai r dconponent Ot hat Owoul di0bedabl et o0 count er Ot hedWest er nJ

f orces. 78(J

0
4.0 M nelJForces

Thell et hal i t yOandUef f ecti venessUof Oseallm ni ngli sCoft en
over shadowedl by[d t hed t hreat s of O t or pedoes andlJ anti - shi pd
crui seld mssiles. dThel pl acenent O of [0 seall m nesl] canld beld anl]
i nexpensi ve[Oway[Jof Ocontrol | i ngOst r at egi cOpoi nt sOof [access. O
Thelm ni ng, Oor Osuspect edm ni ng, Oof Owat er st sCanlef f ecti vell
f or mof Osea- deni al DandOmayOpot ent i al | yOdi srupt DanCopposi ngll

navy’ slabi | i t y(t oloper at elJi n(alparti cul ar Oar ea. Ol raq’ sCOusel

]
7®0SeeAppendi xes[H-| . O

TP | | sbury, M chael . [ Chi nese[Vi ews Oof OFut ur e(Mar f ar e. ” DAner i canld
Enterprised nstitutel999, (071. O

78Godwi n, (464- 487. 0
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of 0 seald m nesO duri ngd Operationsl]Desert [0 StornmlanddDesert [
Shi el d0i sOalsuccessf ul Oexanpl eCof Ot hei r Odeni al Ocapabi lity. O
Gener al OSchwar zkopf [r ecal | ed: I

| " dOcancel eddt heCONavy’ sOanphi bi ousOassaul t DonOFayl akahO
I sl and. OPl anslcal | edOf or Oi t Ot oOpr ecedelt hellgr oundOwar by [
twolldays, [but [t helhel i copterOcarrierdU. S. S. OTri pol i Dandt he
Aegi sgui deddmi ssil elcruiserduU. S. S. OPrincetonJhadst ruckO
m nes, JU. S. DandOBri ti shOOm nesweeper sl hadbeenOunabl et o0
cl ear Ot heUar ea, JandOasUOallr esul t Ot heONavyOhadn’ t Omadeldi t O
i ntodposi tiontod auncht helat t ack nk i me. 79000

TheOPLANOI sUbel i evedOt oOmai nt ai nOall ar geli nvent or yof O
sea-m nes, 0 nost |yl consi stingd of O fornmerd Sovi et -desi gnedd
naval Om nesOof Ovari ousOt ypes. 890Sealm nesOcanObeOnoor edat 0
vari ousdept hs, Oset Jadri ft, Oburi eddonOt heOseallf | oor, OandO
areJoftenOdi fficultOtoOdetect.dTheldadded conveni enceldof I
m ninglisOthat Jeveryldvessel DandOaircraftdinditsOnaval O
i nventoryOisOpotentiall ydaOm nel ayer. 80 earingOthenili s

danger ous, [t i neldconsum ng, CandChever [sure. O

O
D. 0 TRANSFORMATI ONO
1.0 RevolutiondnMIlitaryOAffairsQd

SonmeChi nesellschol ar sOr ef er Ot oIt heli nf or mat i onUer a, HasO
theOthirdOm litaryOrevol ution, Owhi chOwasUOprecededdbydt held
1960sUdevel opnment Jof Onucl ear DandUgui dedOm ssi | edt echnol ogy
and beforedthi sOthell 1930s0 usell] of UJai r pl anes, Ot anks, O andO

]
"S0Pet r e, OPet er . OSchwar zkopf 0-0 t ODoesn’ t (TakeJalHer o[-(The
Aut obi ogr aphy. [ Annapol i s: ONaval 0l nsti t ut edPress, [11992), (446. O

80The[M I i t ar yOBal ance1999- 2000, (187. O
81EBeeDAppendixesDF-l.D
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radi osdonOt heObat t | ef i el d. 820PRCOwr i t i ngsUi ndi cat eCt hat Ot hed
U. S. O st heOnodel Of orOnmi it aryOsuccess. OChi na’ sCobser vat i ond
of Ot hedU. S. Oabi | i t y(Ot oOexpl oi t Oi nf or mat i onOwar f ar edi n(t he
past 0 twold] decadesO hasO fueledd China’ s interestd ind al
revolutionOinOmlitaryOaffairsdO(RVA).OU. S. Oeffortshavel
shed | i ght O onO howd far O behi nd, 00 and i nO what [0 di recti on, O
Chi na’ sOf ut urednoder ni zati onOeffort sOneeddt oJadvance. OThel
PRCObeganUexpedi ti ngli t sOnoder ni zat i onOpr ocessUbypr ocuri ngd
weapons t olJ count er J West ernOJ t echnol ogy. 00 The Chi neseld havell
i dentifiedd andl eval uat ed] our O strengt hs andJ weaknesses. [
TheirO witingsO stressd arnmsl procurenents, [ newd tactics,
reorgani zation, andd developnmentd ofO innovationsl andO
technol ogi esJto0counterdJUSOm litarydsuperiority. dFurther
proof Ol i esUi nOt hei r acqui si ti onsOof Dadvancedai r DandOnaval [

syst ens. 83[1]

Al t houghOtheOPLANO i sOrelativelyOlargedinditsOsize,
conpar edJt ot heOoper at i onal Opot encyUof Uot her Onavi esCOwi t hi nO
t helr egi on, 0i t O agsObehi nd. DAt [0t hi sOst agelof OChi nesellnaval [
devel opnent, i t Oi sOsaf elJt odassunelt hat Ui t Ui sCOnot Cpr epar ed
toll fight all fl eet-on-fl eetd engagenent 0 agai nst I advanced[]
West er nOweaponry. OTheOJapaneselMari ti meldSel f ODef ensellFor cell
(JMSDF) , D andOt hed Republ i cO of O Kor eal ( ROK) , O Tai waneseld and[
U. S. Onavi esOaredpower ful DenoughOt odsuccessful | yOt hwart Oall
PRCO naval 0 engagenent . [0 The PLANC i sO tryi ngd t o0 over conmel
pot enti al Oadversari esldstrengt hsOby[i ncor porati ngdenergi ngQ
doctrineld wi thOd i ndi genousl] resear chll andd devel oprent, [0 and

forei gnJacqui sitions. OThedPRCOi sOeval uatingdU. S. Om litaryld
]
820shanmbaugh, D. CandOYang, R. OTheOPLA’ sCEvol vi ngiMar f i ght i ng(Doct ri ne, O
Strat egy, DandTact i cs, 01985- 1995: OAOChi nesePer specti ve. O Aneri cand
Enterprisell nstitute, (11999), (44. O

83[B| asko, D. J. [* Eval uat i ngChi neseM | i t ar y[Pr ocur enent [f r ontl
Russi a. ” Joi nt OFor cesOQuart er | yO( Aut umm- W nt er 01997- 98) : DAvai | abl e
onlinelxhttp://wwv.dtic.ml/doctrine/jel/jfq pubs/1917pgs. pdf >0
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capabi liti esOanddi t sOper f or manceldur i ngOU. S. Oi nvol venent i nO
| ragbdandKosovo. OFr ontt heselJobser vati ons, Ot he[0Chi neselusel]
U. S. 0 weaponryd andl itsO technol ogi cal O superiorityd as all
benchmar kO forO furtheringld China’ sl potential 0 towardsO its[
RVA. 840 ThedU. S. Oexperi encelldenonstrat esCOt heldi nport ancelof [
gr aspi ngandOi ncor por ati ngl ong-rangelstri ke, Oi nfornmati on, O
andOst eal t hOt echnol ogi esi nt oOf ut ur edChi nesedwar Of i ghti ngd

doctri ne. 830

[l
2.0 PLANCPr of essi onal i sniJ

SimlarOdtoOdthedU. S. Odownsi zi ngleffortsObegi nni ngdi n
t helll at e[11980’ s, [t heJChi nesellhavelr eal i zedOhow(dcost | y[i t Ui s
t odpayUf or Osal ari es, Otrai ning, Ofaci lities, JandOmai nt enancel
of 0 menl and material O that arel eitherd underutilizedOd orQ
unnecessary. OTheOPLANOhasOundert akenlef f ort sOt or educedt he
si zeOof Oi t sOmanpower , Ot o0deconmi ssi onlol der Oshi ps, DandOt o
purgeld technologicallyd obsoletell equipnentd fronml itsO
i nventory. OThedl essont hat O Chi nalappear st o0 havell ear ned
fronmdt hedU. S. ONavyli st hat Oquant i t y(ldoesOnot Onecessari |l y[
equatelt olqual ity. O

PLANC gr owt h(J over O t hel past U decadel] hasl] beenl nodest , [
addi nghanUOaver agelJof Of i velnaval Ovessel sOper Oyear Ot ot hei r O
i nvent ory. 860TheOnewvessel sOar edJalm xt ur edof i ndi genousl yO
pr oducedandRussi anlddesi gnedlvessel s. [0Chi na’ sdacqui si ti ond
of Ot heseldt echnol ogi esOremai nsallsur mounti ngld obst acl el for

]
B40St okes, OVar k. OChi na’ sOSt r at egi cOVvbder ni zat i on: O npl i cati onsCf or O
t heOUni t ed0St at es. O( Ar myDMar [OCol | egeISt rat egi cOSt udi esl nstitute, O
Sept enber [01999) , 2. OO

850Chen, CHuan. [ TheOThi rdM | i taryRevol uti on. ” OCont enpor ary[l
M litaryOAffairsOvar ch(11996, (1389. O

86DShanbaugh, D. OandOyang, R OChi na’ sCM | i taryO nOTransi ti ond( Aneri can
Enterprised nstitute, 11999), 074. O

N 390




t heOPLAN. OTheOpr obl enidwi t hOacqui ri ngdf orei gnldt echnol ogi esl]
isdOintegrati ngdthenmiw thi ndi genousld syst ens, O mai nt enancel]
andOpar t sOr epl acenent , DandOof Ccour se, [t rai ni ngOper sonnel [t o
oper at eIt hesyst ens. [Asl onglas [t heOPRCOcont i nuesit ol nvest [
ind foreignO technol ogi es, 0 thed PLANO wi I 1 O struggl el withO
i nt eroperabilityld ssuesCanongl t sCf or cesOandOpl at f or ns. [

[Chi nall hasO placed] all greaterd enphasisl uponl thel
pr of essi onal Odevel opnent Oof i t sOnaval Oof fi cer sdandOenl i st ed
t o0hel pOsol velt hi sOprobl em OM |1t aryOschool sJandOacademn esld
ar e(dbei nglcr eat edJandJassum ngUalgr eat er Or esponsi bi | i tydf or O
ensur i nglt hat Oper sonnel Dar elproper| yOtrai neddJt ot actical | yOI
operatel theird equi prent. O Thel trai ni ngl and] educat i ond of [
naval Oper sonnel 0i sUi nper ati velt oOmai nt ai ni ngdhi ghlst andar ds[J
of Oreadi ness. OAs[Jt hellPLANC conti nuesJt o noderni ze, it i sO
assunedd thatditsOtacticsOw | I Oconstantlyd changell asld new]
equi prent Oi sOi ntroduced. OPresent |y, Oonl ylOabout 0300per cent
of OPLANOof fi cersUar eldcol | egellgraduat es. OTheseOnunber sar el]
expect edd t od i ncreasell byl about [0 onel per cent [0 per [0 year [0 as]
partnershi psdd withd civilianO universitiesd begi nO produci ngd
naval 0 of fi cers. 8700 The Chi nesel] havel al sol reducedl t heir
mlitaryd regions fronil el evend tol seven, O restoredd thel
mlitaryOrankOsystem OandOi ntroduceddnewduni forns. O Thesel
ared justO al fewld of 0 theld attenptsO byOd thel PRCO tol
prof essional i zelandOrestructurelitsOforcesdbaseddondt hel

WesternOnm |itaryCnhodel . O

N
3.0 PLANOBudget U

TheOPLANUi sUOalbr ownOwat er Onavy, Opri mari | yOoper at i ngli nJ

thellittoral Oar easOt o01000naut i cal Om | esOof f shor e. OThi sOi sO

I
S/OAl | en, OKen. [ Lect ur edat [t heONaval OPost gr aduat eCSchool : OPLA. " O
(Cent er Of or ONaval CAnal ysi s, 012/ 7/01) . O
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part | yOduelt oOChi na’ sOtradi ti onal Of ocusOont helcont i nent al O
ratherOthanOthedmaritimelarena. O “NaviesOweredbuiltOandO
enpl oyedd alnostd entirelyd forO defensiveld purposes.”88]
Consequent | y, [t hedOPLANOhadnot Or ecei ved[ heldf undi ngOnor ChadO
t heOexperti sedt ofbui | dvessel sOandOsupporti ngOuni t sOi nOt he
past [0t o] operatelindallgreenlor bl ued wat er denvironnent. [
Recent | y, OPRCUnat i onal Osecuri tyOpol i cymaker sChaveUr eal i zed
t hei nport ancel of O havi ngldallst ronger Oandl nor e noder ni zed[
PLANOI nOor der Ot obol st er Onat i onal Odef enselJandsupport Oi t s
maritimelli nt erests. [OThi st sOevi dencedlby Ot helf act [t hat [t he
PLANO r ecei vesJ as nuchl asld one-t hi rdJ of Ot hed PLAO budget , [
al t houghUi t Oconpri sestUnoUnor et hanUOabout 0130per cent Uof Ut he
twoOm | liondPLAOpersonnel .80 nterpretinglChina sOactual O
def ensellspendi ngf rontli t sUof fi ci al Ospendi ngUi sOalldi fficul t O
t ask. OManyOChi nesellbudget Uanal yst sflagr eeldt hat OPRCOdef ensel
expendi t ur esCar e(dgr eat er [t hanUof fi ci al | yOpubl i shed(f i gures. O

0
4.0 Defensel ndustryl

Chi na’ slOnaval Onoder ni zat i on(ef f ort sdar eldbr anchi ngOout [
i n0 manyO directions. O ChinallisOrestructuringditsO defensel
i ndustriesOandOrenovi nglt heOPLAOf r ontd commer ci al [ busi ness
practices. ] State-owned enterprisesl] (SCE) arel beingQ
privatizedOtoli nprovelqual ity, Oi ncreaselprofits, DandOsavel
gover nient Odol | ar s. OTheOPRCLi sCcount i ngOont heselchanges[t o
enhancell thel inventiond and manufacturingd of 0 advancedO
i ndi genous(lt echnol ogi es. OAl | Dof Ut heseJadvancenent s, Has[wel | [
asld informationd warfared (IW,0O space,d and nucleard

1 T
880Col e, [07. [

89[FThe[ChineseDNavy’s[KIfshore[MctiveDDefenseDStrategy."DNavaI[MarD
Col | ege0Revi ewlvol 047, 03, OSunmer 11994, [07- 32. O
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devel opnent sOwi | | O propel O Chi neseld naval [0 noder ni zat i onJ and
i t sOgoal Cof Cbecom ngalmari ti melpower . [
0
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V. 1 CONCLUSI ONU

Thi sO t hesi s presents all conprehensi vell anal ysi sl of [
Chi na’ s0 naval 0 noder ni zati on. 0 Thel present [0 di recti on] and
scal elof OPLANOnoder ni zat i oni sOi nOpart Oalr ef | ecti onCof i t sO
per cei vedd anbi tionsOi ndthel Sout hO Chi nald Sea. 0 Thell PRCO i s
noder ni zi nghdandOexpandi ngt hedJPLANCf or Ot hest at eddpur posel
of Oprotecti ngldChi na’ slsecurity, Oterritorial Ointegrity, Dandd
econom cl interestsl] aroundd thed worl d. 0 Beijing sl concernl
about JChi na’ sOdependencelonoi | DandOnat ur al OgasOfronilt hed
M ddl e] East, [0 actual O andl proj ect edd growt h(J i nO t held PRC s[J
econony, DandOthel potential Joil OanddgaslreservesdinOtheld
Sout h Chinall Seal arel critical O factors drivingd PLANO
expansi on. OConpetingOterritorial Oclai msOf orJi sl andgr oupsU
andOpot enti al Ooi |, Ogas, OandOm ner al Ori ght sOf ur t her Onot i vat el
t hel PRC s assertionlthat Ot hel] Sout h(JChi nald Sealli nherent|y[
bel ongs[lt oChi na. [

Chi na’ s0 naval O capabi l itiesd areld i nprovi ngld andd wi | | O
conti nueldt oldext endIf urt her Oi ntoli t sOof f shor eperi met er Das[l
t heDJPLANCcont i nues[t oOnoder ni ze. [But, OChi nalOwi | | Onot UhaveJall
bl uewat er 0fl eet by[12020. O PLANO shi pbui | di ngd andOf or ei gnll
acqui si tionssuggest Ot hat OChi naldi sOi nvesti ngdi nOpl at f or nsd
t hat i ncreaseli t sCabi | i tyOt oOprotect i t si nt erest sti nOt hel
Sout hOChi naldSea, Of ocusi nglonlpl at f or necapabl edof Odenyi ngd
access, [0 control lingd sea-lanesd and chokepoi nts. 0 China’ sl
i ncreasi nglnaval Opower Ohast helpot enti al Oof Oupsetti ngdt hel
m | itaryObal anceldof Opower i nOt heAsi a- Paci fi cOandOposesOall
significant threatd told U. S. O presencel asl wel | 0 asO t hosel
countri eslbor deri ngChi nalandJt heOSout hOChi nallSea. OTheOPRCO
haspl acedalgr eat Odeal Oof Cenphasi sOonOnoder ni zi ngCt he OPLANC
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sinceltheOearly[d11990’ s. O Specifically, Opurchasi ngld Russi anld
conventi onal Onaval Oar nsddesi gned[lt oldef eat OandCcount er OU. S. O
naval O platforns. 0 China s notivationd told purchasel thesel
pl at f ormsOsupport si t sddesireldt odprot ect DandOmai nt ai ndi t sO
maritinmel nterests.

Alf ut uredPLANOcapabl elJof Osuccessful | yOcarryi ngQout Oall
sea-deni al 0 strategyd woul dOI enabl el Chi nall tolJ mai ntai n(J all
form dabl el presencel i nO t hel Sout hI Chi nall Sea. [0 As[] PLAN
capabi |l i ti esli ncrease, Ui t senhancedUstrengt hOw | | Odi rectlyO
affectd China s abilityd tol enforceld its interestsld andOd
eventual | yOal ter Ot helbal ancelof Opower Oi nJt hedr egi on. OTheO
Uni t eddSt at esOneedsJt oldcont i nuelw t h(Odi pl omat i cOappr oaches
tod Chinad onOissuesdof Oterritoriality,d sovereignty, 0 andl
t radeli nOt heOSout hOOChi nallSea. OOMeanwhi | edi t Oshoul dd0support O
cooperativel venturesld betweenld thell Aneri canld andl Chi nesell
navi es, J whileld continuingd tod maintaind al vi abl ed naval O
presencel] i n(J theld Asi a-Pacificl tol counterd China sl naval [

expansi on. [
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APPENDI XUA. UMAPUOFUTHELSOUTHLICHI NALISEAL
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Sour ce: OCI AlWor | dFact book [
<http://ww. odci . gov/ci a/ publications/factbook>[]
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APPENDI XUB. USOUTHLICH NALUSEALITERRI TORI ALLICLAI VsU

wwar. middlebury .edu GSENEREH In3 585

Countries Claiming
Ownership

@ chin

Philippines

" ™
IS
L g, w2 Singapore :

) Gas/ Oil fields 0 500 1000 km

Source: Middlebury Education, 1/1/2002 <http://www.middlebury.edu/southchinasea>
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APPENDI XLUC. 1 COUNTRI ESLITHATLOCCUPYLITHELISPRATL YL

| SLANDSL]
Count r y I0O0O0O00O0O00OOC0C0N sl ands O0c cupi ed OCOOOOOCCOTr oops
O
PRCOOOOOOOOOOOOO00007 ; Csever al Dhel ofpads OOOO0R2600
O
Phi | i ppi nes000000000™; (011300- nir unway 0000000000480 0
[
Vi et nan 000000000024, 0600- nir unway DOOOOOO0OO06 000
O
Mal aysi aO00000000013; £600- e unway OCOOOO000CT70 0
[]
Tai wan IDOOOOO00000000™L; M Chel o Opad OOCODO0OCOCO0000 00000000
1000
O
MAJ ORLGARRI SONEDL SLANDS NCTHEOSPRATL Y SLANDSL
[ [
COOOCOOOOOOCOOCOOOCOOO OO0 OO0 OO OO0 OO OO0 OO OO OO OO0 00000000000
Year (0Occupi ed
[
PRC: UFi er y[ICr oss[{ Yongshu[lJi ao) [11988[]
H
Phi |'i ppi nes: [ Thi t ulPagasa) 1197101
O

Vi et nam OSpr at | yO sl and( Tr uongdSaldDong; [(Nanwei [Dao) 119740

[

Mal aysi a: OSwal | owReef [J( Ter unbuldLayanglLayang) (119830

[

Tai wan: [ t uOAbal( Tai pi ng) (119560

O

Sour ce: [Li n(Cheng-yi ' s Securityl nplications” [Oconferencell
paper . [HelIci t est helf ol | owi ngashi ssour ces: [11993- 19940

Nat i onal [Def enselJReport, ORepubl i cUof OChi nal Tai pei : OLi M ng
Cul t ur al CEnt er pri sedConpany, [11994) , [43; CandAl | anOShephard, O
“Mari ti medTensi onsU nlk hedSout h(IChi nalOSealJand[t hel

Nei ghbor hood: OSone[ISol uti ons, ” St udi esli nConf | i ct CandO
Terrorism Vol . 017, [No. 200( Apri | - June[1994) , [1209- 211. [

O
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APPENDI XUD. UGROWMHU NOMERCHANDI SELEXPORT SLIOFLUASI AN
COUNTRI ES, 01990- 20000 BI LLI ONSOCFLU. S. [IDOLLARS) O

a 1990 1995 % Growth || 2000 % Growth
1990-1995 1990-2000

China 62.1 148.8 140% 2493 301%
Hong Kong 82.4 173.9 111% 202.4 146%
Indonesia 25.7 454 77% 62.1 142%
Japan 287.6 4431 54% 479.2 67%
Korea, Rep. of 65.0 125.1 92% 172.3 165%
Malaysia 29.4 73.9 151% 98.2 234%
Philippines 8.1 17.5 116% 39.8 391%
Singapore 52.8 118.3 124% 137.9 161%
Taiwan 67.1 111.6 66% 148.3 121%
Thailand 23.1 56.4 144% 69.1 199%
Vietnam 2.4 5.4 125% 14.5 504%
Source: WTO 2001
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APPENDI XLE. UGROMHL NLU. S. IMERCHANDI SELI MPORTSLFROM
ASI A, J1990- 2000 BI LLI ONSUCF[LU. S. IDOLLARS) [

% Growth % Growth

1990 1995 1990-1995 2000 1990-2000
China 15.2 45.6 199% 100.1 557%
Hong Kong 9.5 10.3 8% 11.5 21%
Indonesia 33 7.4 122% 10.4 211%
Japan 90.4 123.6 37% 146.6 62%
Korea, Rep. of 18.5 24.2 31% 40.3 118%
Malaysia 53 17.5 232% 25.6 385%
Philippines 34 7.0 107% 13.9 312%
Singapore 9.8 18.6 89% 19.2 95%
Taiwan 22.7 29.0 28% 40.5 79%
Thailand 53 11.4 114% 16.4 210%
Vietnam 0.0 0.2 --- 0.8 -

Source: USITC Data web
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APPENDI XUF. UPRCUSURFACELFORCELASSETS

Type Role Quantity Delivered
Sovremenny Destroyer 20 2000-01
Luhu (Type 052) Destroyer 2 1994-6
Luda I/IT (Type 051) Destroyer 15 1971-92
Luda III Destroyer 1 1993
Luhai Destroyer 1 1999
Jianghu I (Type 053) Frigate 27 1970s-96
Jianghu II (Type 053) Frigate 1 1984
Jianghu III/IV (Type 053 Frigate 3 1986-93
HT)

Jiangwei I (Type 053 H2G) |Frigate 4 1991-4
Jiangwei I1 Frigate 6(+2) 1998-
Houjian (Type 037/2, Fast Attack Craft - Missile 6(+1) 1991-9
Huang)

Houxin (Type 037/1G) Fast Attack Craft - Missile | 26 1991-
Huangfen (Type 021, Osa I) |Fast Attack Craft - Missile 30 1985-95
Houku Fast Attack Craft - Missile | 25 n/a
Hainan (Type 037) Fast Attack Craft - Patrol 95 1963-95
Haiqing (Type 037/1) Fast Attack Craft - Patrol 22 1992-
Huchuan (Type 025/026) Fast Attack Craft - Torpedo | 15 1966-94
Shanghai IT (Type 062) Fast Attack Craft - Gun 98 1961-95
Haijiu Large Patrol Craft 2 n/a
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Type Role Quantity Delivered
Haizhui/Shanghai 111 Coastal Patrol Craft 15(+2) n/a
T 43 (Type 010) Minesweeper - Ocean 27(+13) 1966-80
Wosao Minesweeper - Coastal 8(+1) 1988-95
Futi (Type 312) Drone Minesweeper 4(+42) n/a
Wolei Minelayer 1 1988
Yuting (Type 074) Landing Ship Tank 8 1992-2000
Yukan (Type 072) Landing Ship Tank 7 1980-95
Yuliang (Type 079) Landing Ship Medium 22 1980-
Yudeng (Type 073) Landing Ship Medium 1 1994
Yudao Landing Ship Medium 1 1980s
Yuhai (Wuhu-A) (Type 074)Landing Ship Medium 13(+3) 1995-7
Yunnan (Type 067) Landing Craft Utility 36(+200) 1968-1982
Yuch'in (Type 068/069) Landing Craft 8(+30) 1962-72
Utility/Personnel
Jingsah II Hovercraft 10 1979-
Daxin Training Ship 1 1987
Shichang Air Training Ship 1 1997
Qiongsha Personnel Attack Transport 6 1980-
Dazhi Submarine Support Ship 1 1963-5
Dajiang Submarine Support Ship 3 1976
Dadong Salvage Ship 1 1999
Dadao Salvage Ship 1 1986
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Type Role Quantity Delivered
Dazhou Submarine Tender 2 1976-7
Dalang Submarine Support Ship 4 1975-96
Hudong Submarine Rescue Ship 1 1967
Achelous Repair Ship 1 1947
Dayun (Type 904) Cargo Ship 2 1992
Andong Cargo Ship 1 n/a
Galati Cargo Ship 1 1970s
Yantai Cargo Ship 2 n/a
Danlin Cargo Ship 13 1960-2
Hongqi Cargo Ship 5 n/a
Leizhou Cargo Ship 9 1960s
Fuqing Replenishment Ship 2 1979
Nanyun Replenishment Ship 1 1996
Shengli Replenishment Ship 2 1970s
Fuzhou Replenishment Ship 7 1996
Fulin Replenishment Ship 8 1972-
Dandao Coastal Tanker 3 1970s
Guangzhou Coastal Tanker/Water 5 1970-80s
Carrier
Yen Pai Degaussing Vessel 3 n/a
Dadie Intelligence Gathering 1 1986
Vessel
Yuan Wang 1-4 Space Event Ship 4 1979-1996

N
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Type Role Quantity Delivered
Shiyan Space Event Ship 1 2000
Wuhu B Research Ship 2 1997
Dahua Research Ship 1 1998
Xiangyang Hong Research Ship 13 1970s
Yangian Research Ship 2 1980-1
Dajiang Research Ship 2 1981-2
Hai Ying Research Ship 2 1987-9
Kan Research Ship 2 1985-7
Xing Fengshan Research Ship 1 1987
Hai Research Ship 1 1975
Dong Fang Hong Research Ship 1 1966
Hai Yang Research Ship 2 1972-4
Shuguang 04 Research Ship 5 1970-5
Shuguang (ex-T 43) Research/Survey Ship 1 1960s
Ganzhu Research Ship 1 n/a
Yenlai Survey Ship 5 1970s
Yannan Survey Ship 4 1980
Wuhu B Research Ship 2 1997
Yanbing (modified Yanha) [Icebreaker 1 1982
Yanha Icebreaker 3 1969-89
[
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APPENDI XUG. LPRCUSUBMVARI NELIFORCELASSETSLI

Type Role Quantity Delivered
Xia (Type 092) SSBN 1 1987
"Golf SSB 1 1966
Han SSN 5 1971-90
Song (Type 039) SSK 30 1999-
Kilo (Type 877EKM) SSK 4 1995-
"Ming' (Type 035) SS 17 1971-
‘Romeo’ (Type 033) SS 32@ 1962-87
Modified "Romeo’ SSG 1 n/a
DSRV Salvage Submarine 1 n/a

Key

SSBN - Ballistic Missile Nuclear Submarine.
SSB - Ballistic Missile Submarine.

SSN - Nuclear Attack Submarine.

SSK - Diesel-Electric Attack Submarine.

SS - Attack Submarine.

SSG - Guided Missile Submarine.

Sour ce: [(Jane’ s[Def ensellSent i nel OSecuri t y£JAssessnent - Chi nall
and[Nor t heast [Asi a- 120J
1.13. 120 nvent ory: [O0Submar i nesl
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APPENDI XUH. UPRCLNAVAL LAl ROFORCELFI XED- W NGLASSETSL

Type Role Quantity Delivered
Xian H-6/H-6 111 Bomber 30 n/a
Harbin H-5 Bomber 100 1967
Nanchang Q-5 Attack 100 n/a
Shenyang J-6/JJ-6 Air Defense/Attack 250 n/a
Chengdu/Guizhou J-7 Air Defense/Attack 100 1966-1992
/111

Shaanxi Y-8 Airborne Early Warning 6 n/a
Harbin SH-5 Maritime Patrol 4 1986
Beriev Be-6 "Madge' ASW Flying-Boat 12 n/a

Xian Y-7 Transport 10 1984
Shijiazhuang Y-5 Utility 40 n/a
Shenyang J-5A Lead-In Trainer 50 1964
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APPENDI XU : UPRCUNAVAL LAl REFORCELROTARY- W NGLASSETSLI

Type Role Quantity Delivered
Aerospatiale SA 321G/Zhi-8||ASW Helicopter 6 1991
Super Frelon

Sud SA 321J Super ASW Helicopter 8/12 1977-1994
Frelon/Changhe Z-8

Harbin Zhi-9A ASW Helicopter 10 1989
Kamov Ka-28 "Helix-A' ASW Helicopter 12 1999

Sour ce: (Jane’ s[Def enseldSent i nel OSecuri t yOJAssessnent - Chi nall
and[Nor t heast [Asi a- 12[]
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APPENDI X[J: UPRCUNAVAL - MARI NELI NFANTRYLASSETSU

Type Role Quantity
Type 59 Main Battle Tank 400
Type 60 Light Tank 250
Type 63 Light Tank 100
PT-76 Light Tank 250
Type 531 Armored Personnel Carrier 500
Type 77 Armored Personnel Carrier 180
122 mm Type 54 Howitzer 100
122 mm Type 54-1 Self-Propelled Howitzer 200
Type 63 Multiple Rocket Launcher n/a
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APPENDI XLK: UPRCLCOASTALLREG ONALLIDEFENSELIASSETSLI

Type Role Quantity
C-201 Hai Ying Missile System n/a
C-101 Hai Ying 2 Missile System n/a

130 mm Coastal Artillery 250

100 mm Coastal Artillery 500

85 mm Coastal Artillery 500

O
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APPENDI XUL: UPRCUNAVALLAI REDEFENSELASSETSL

Type Role

CATIC PL-2 Atoll' Air-to-air
CPMIEC YJ-G (CAS-1 "Kraken' Anti-ship Attack
O
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