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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS

BRIEFS

CARIBBEAN SUGAR CHIEF--Chairman of the Guyana Sugar Corporation Harold Davis

has been unanimously re-elected Chairman of the Sugar Association of the Carib-
bean (SAC) for 1985. Cde Davis was re-elected during the 1984 annual meeting

of SAC at the Crown Reef Hotel, Tobago, this week, a press release issued by

SAC said. The SAC meeting was preceded by a meeting of the Caricom Working
Party on Sugar held at the same venue from November 16 to 17. For the first
time, Belize attended the meeting as a full member of the association. Also
attending for the first time as an observer was a representative of the Mauri-
tius sugar industry. (GNA) /Text/ /Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 25 Nov
84 p 1/

CSO: 3298/239




ARGENTINA

FIRMS STOP DELIVERIES TO ARMY UNITS FOR NONPAYMENT
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 14 Dec 84 p 10

[Text] The Argentine Union of Suppliers to the State (UAPE) confirmed that a
group of businesses has suspended supplies to units of the Army, while others

associated with the nationwide entity are studying the possibility of making

the same move as a protest against the delay in payments by the institution,

which currently owes the equivalent of $12 million,

Spokesmen for the UAPE indicated that businesses which supply the La Plata
area "sent a note to President Raul Alfonsin informing him of the decision to
cease providing supplies" to Army units because they "did not comply with the
agreement" to pay their debts. v ;

They also indicated that all the'éupply ébmbahies in the country will meet on
Friday at UAPE's headquarters in the capital to hold an assembly and discuss
the possibility of "suspending supplies to Army units on a nationwide level."

The spokesmen indicated that the Ministry of Defense and the UAPE suppliers
reached an agreement last October whereby the Army would pay off its debts in
seven installments beginning 10 November and ending 12 December, thus paying
them off in 90 days.

The first two installments, 300 and 200 million pesos, respectively, were
paid; but the following ones were not forthcoming, which led the UAPE to send
a note of complaint to Defense Minister Raul Borras. That note "was never
answered." o '

8926
CSO: 3348/228




BAHAMAS

TEXT OF GOMEZ' MINORITY REPORT ON DRUGS COMMISSION INQUIRY
FL190040 Bridgetown CANA in English 2332 GMT 18 Dec 84

[Text] Nassau, Dec 18--0Only one of three commissioners who spent the last year
probing drug-related corruption in high places in the Bahamas, Barbados Angli-
can Bishop Drexel Gomez, isn't totally satisfied that none of the substantial
payments made to Prime Minister Sir Lynden Pindling were not linked to narco-
tics activities [as received].

In a minority view that forms part of the final 500-page report tabled in
parliament here, Gomez agrees with fellow commissioners former Bahamas Chief
Justice Sir James Smith and ex-Assistant Commissioner of the Royal Canadian
Mounted Police Edwin Willes that there was no evidence directly linking any
of the payments to Pindling's involvement in drugs. But, says Gomez, a
Bahamian: In my opinion, the circumstances raise great suspicion and I find
it impossible to say that the payments were all nondrug related.

The other two members of the government—appointed commission said it was
apparent that since 1977 the prime minister's expenditures...far exceeded his
income. However, none of the known sources of funds made available to him
appeared to have been drug-related, Smith and Willes wrote.

Following is the six-page text of Bishop Gomez' minority report on Pindling's
finances: '

1. Inspector Richter of the investigating staff of the commission explained
the personal finances of Prime Minister and Lady Pindling for the period from
1st January 1977 up to 3lst December 1983 and gave oral evidence and submitted
a written report.

2. According to Inspector Richter, in the period examined by him deposits
were made into their bank accounts of 3.5 million dollars over and above the
prime minister's official income. The sources and amounts of the various
items which made up this sum are as follows [in dollars]:

(1) Loans from Bank of Nova Scotia 1,055,000;00

(2) Proceeds of sale of the prime minister's
house, Long Bay 439,003.42




(3) Part of two loans from Mr St. George and Mr Jack
Hayward of Grand Bahama Development Company : - 750,000.00

(4) Loan from Mr George Barbar, resident of the
United States o _ 249,375.00

(5) Payments by Mr Everette Bannister (excluding
direct payments to creditors of the prime

minister to a total of 197,479.61 dollars) S 473,500,00
(6) Identified deposits : 4 341,573.75
(7) Unidentified deposits | : 181,479.83
(8) Cash deposits 57,342,00

Total: [sic] 3,477,274.00

3. These figures were checked by Inspector Richter with his counsel Mr Bailey
and representatives of the Bank of Nova Scotia and were accepted as being
accurate. . .

The Loans:

4. The extent of the prime minister's indebtedness to the Bank of Nova Scotia
in the latter part of 1982 was such that the interest payments on the bank
loans and overdraft ranged from 7,000 to 8,000 dollars per month and, addition-
ally, every month there was a mortgage payment of 4,500 dollars. These monthly
liabilities far exceeded the prime minister's official salary.

5. As of 22nd March 1984 his total debt to the bank was 927,724.03 dollars.
The transactions with Mr St. George and Mr Hayward of the Grand Bahama Develop-
ment Company were effected in 1983, The loans were undocumented, unsecured,
and interest free. Moreover, Mr St. George, in a letter to the commission of
the 9th August 1984, indicated that a repayment of the amounts has been uncon-
ditionally waived.

6. Mr Barbar made his loan on the security of a second mortgage on the prime
minister's new house, Lakeview. v

Payments by Mr Bannister:

7. Between lst September 1978 and the end of 1983, Mr Bannister paid a total
of 674,979.61 dollars to the prime minister, 473,500 dollars directly and
197,479.61 indirectly to his creditors in his behalf. The following are the
details of the payment [in dollars]: '




'9. These payments were made by Mr Bannister through his company, Yasmar:

(a) Direct payments:

1lst September 1978 - ‘ R i 25,000.00

lst September 1978 ; ‘ 21,000.00
3d April R . - 2. 227,500.00
20th October 1981 : : - 200,000.00

473,500.00

(b) Payments to creditors:

- 3d April 1980 to Chee-A-Tow Ltd. - 2,360.00
3d April 1980 to Bahama Holiday 12,158.61
3d April 1980 to B&A Construction Ltd. L 91,961.00
27th February 1981 to Arnold Cargill ' 91,000.00

197,479.61

Payments in 1978:

8. Neither the prime minister nor Mr Bannister could recall the transactions
which gave rise to the payment of the two cheques totaling 46,000 dollars on
1st September 1978, and the source from which Mr Bannister got the money is
not known. The two cheques were revealed to Inspector Richter in his review
of the prime minister's bank records. Co

[FL190200] Payments of 3d April 19802

[EENINIEE Y

Investments Ltd. and their source was a finder's fee of 580,000 dollars paid
to Mr Bannister in respect of the sale of Paradise Island Bridge to Mr Fares.
Mr Julian Maynard of Seligman and Maynard confirmed that the finder's fee

was paid by his law firm to Bannister.

10." According to the prime minister and Mr Bannister, the payments by

Mr Bannister were made towards settlement of a debt due to the prime minister
as a result of an agreement between the prime minister, Mr Bannister, and = -
Mr Garrett Finlayson in respect of the disposition of shares held on behalf: .
of the prime minister in Bahamas Catering Ltd. The agreement was allegedly
made in December 1975 and Mr Bannister and Mr Finlayson valued these:shares.
at that time at 550,000 dollars. The prime minister's recollection was that
Mr Bannister was to give him 650,000 dollars; 540,000 for Bahamas Catering
and 110,000 for his holding in Independence 73 Ltd. Mr Bannister's recollec-
tion was of a figure of 110,000 or 300,000 dollars but he admitted that his
mind was somewhat hazy. ‘ L

11. The following should be noted about this alleged agreement:

(1) It is undocumented;

(2) The credibility of two of the witnesses is a matter of grave doubt;
the commission has already determined that Mr Bannister is not a reliable
witness and Mr Finlayson's credibility was seriously called into question



when he produced two identical statements for the commission, one typed on
plain paper and the other typed on paper bearlng Mr Flnlayson s business
letterhead;

(3) It requested Mr Bannister to repay the very substantial sum of
650,000 dollars at a time when his sole known source of income was 50,000
dollars per annum as a consultant to Resorts Internationalj

(4) 1t was allegedly made despite Mr Bannister's failure to honour the
legitimate debts of Bahamas World Airlines {[BWA];

(5) It requested payment for shares that were worthless (shares in
Independence 73 Ltd.);

(6) It requested the prime minister to give up his valuable holdings in
Bahama's Catering Ltd. to Mr Bannister without securing any payment at‘the
time of the agreement and without any repayment schedule.

12. No payment was made by Mr Bannister under the alleged agreement of 1975
until April 1980. The prime minister said that he had initially been expect-
ing payment but as time passed he thought it was empty hope and, it appears,
abandoned all idea of getting paid. For that reason he did not, in his return
to the public disclosure commission, disclose it as a debt receivable. .

13. Failure to so disclose it is as consistent when there having been no debt
at all as it is with abandoned hope of being paid. It should also be noted
that the prime minister readily admitted that he had not disclosed the pay-
ments made to him by Mr Bannister.

Payment of 200,000 Dollars on 20th October 1981:

14. The evidence revealed that in a written agreement dated 23rd September
1981, BWA (1974) and JEI Executive International, in which a Mr Sorkis Webbe
apparently had an interest, entered into a contract for a joint venture to
operate air charter services. By clause 5 of the agreement, BWA (1974) was
to contribute 200,000 dollars and JEI 286,000 dollars towards the operating
capital of this joint venture. On 13th October 1981, JEI contributed 295,000
dollars, of which Mr Bannister stated 275,000 was pa1d by cheque and 20, 000 in
cash and both sums were credited to the bank account of BWA (1974) on that
day. On 12th October, [word illegible] bank account was overdrawn by 1,184.32
dollars. The two sums deposited on 13th October 1981 totalling 295,000 dollars
provided the credit balance out of which 200,000 was paid by draft and
deposited to the prime minister's account at the Bank of Nova Scotia on

20th October 1981. Two features about these transactions which should be
noted are, first, the misuse by Mr Bannister of joint venture funds to the
personal benefit of the prime minister, and second, the connection therewith
of Mr Sorkis Webbe who, with others, was interested in a casino license in

the Bahamas. ’




Payment of 27th February 1981 to Mr Cargill:

15. The evidence revealed that on 24th February 1981 the law firm of Rolle,
Knowles & Co. drew a cheque for 105,000 payable to Yasmar Investments Ltd.
and, on 27th February 1981, Yasmar Investments Ltd. purchased a manager's
cheque for 91,000 payable to Mr Arnold Cargill's company, B&A Construction
Ltd., the contractor who built the prime minister's new house, Lakeview.

The prime minister gave the cheque to Mr Cargill to be credited to the cost
of building Lakeview.

[FL190220] 16. Mr Peloquin is the president of Intertel, a security manage-
ment and consulting firm wholly owned by Resorts International. He gave evi~
dence in camera before the commission and said that a payment of 120,000
dollars to Rolle, Knowles & Co. was made at the request of Mr Duffus as an
advance of legal fees for work that was being done by Mr Duffus for Resorts
International. He assured the commission that he had no knowledge of the
payment or any intention by Mr Duffus to make a payment from these funds to
Mr Bannister. '

17. Mr Duffis confirmed Mr Peloquin's testimony and explained that the

_ request for an advance of legal fees was made to accommodate Mr Bannister,
who had approached him saying that he was in dire financial straits, that he
needed money urgently. Mr Duffus also stated that he felt obliged to assist,
since Mr Bannister had previously given his firm a considerable amount of
business.

18, The prime minister said in evidence that he was told by Mr Bannister
that he (Bannister) had been approached by Mr Cargill for a loan but, while
he was unwilling to lend the money, he was prepared to pay Mr Cargill if the
amount paid would be credited to the cost of building Lakeview. The prime
minister went on to say that he gave his consent and Mr Bannister gave him
the cheque, which he gave to Mr Cargill.

19. The genuineness of the above accounts of the transactions is brought into
question by the absence of direct testimony by Mr Cargill and the conduct of
Mr Duffus. Mr Duffus did not answer the commission's summons to give evidence
in public session after informing the commission in camera that, on checking
his files, he discovered that his original explanation varied considerably
from the evidence he gave to the commission in camera.

Unidentified and Cash Deposits:

20. Inspector Richter's statement listed two groups of unidentified deposits
totalling 181,479.83 and 57,342 dollars. Two cash deposits from the latter
group were subsequently identified. The prime minister identified a 16,000~
dollar deposit on 2lst December 1982 as a gift from his constituents. The
deposit slip shows that the deposit was made up of 160 bills of 100 dollars
each,



Conclusion:

21, There is no evidence directly linking any of the payments made to or on
behalf of the prime minister to his involvement in drugs.

22. The real question here is whether it can be plausibly inferred from the
circumstances that any of the payments were drug related.

23. T would think that those who deal in drugs are unlikely to make or
receive payments on account of their activities in a way which could easily
lead to identification of the source of the payments. So that the title
given to payment does not necessarily indicate its true character.

24. In this case, there were substantial loans made, two of which were
readily converted to gifts; there were substantial payments, including those
made on 3d April 1980, from the proceeds of the finder's fee from the sale of
the Paradise Island Bridge Company, being sought to be explained away by
evidence which, in my opinion, was not truthful, and a transaction (relating
to the disposition of certain Bahamas Catering shares) which never existed;
there were very large deposits, unidentified as well as identified.

25. It is certainly feasible that all of these payments could have been made
from nondrug related sources. But, in my opinion, the circumstances raise
great suspicion and I find it impossible to say that the payments were all
nondrug related. Some could have been but, however that may be, it certainly
cannot be contested that the prime minister did not exercise sufficient care
to preclude the possibility of drug-related funds reaching his bank account
or being applied for his benefit. In the absence of inquiry he could have
unwittingly received drug-related funds.

26. To this extent, at least, he left himself, in my opinion, open to criti-
cism for lack of prudence by a person holding the high office of prime
minister. ) ' '

CSO:  3298/240




‘"BELIZE

REPORTAGE Ol PRE-ELECTION POLITICAL ACTIVITIES
Maneuvers of PUP 'Communists'
Belize City THE BEACON in English 10 Nov 84 pp 3, 10

[Text] The day and place were different. The scenario was the same.” The
communist wing. of the party got hold of the party machlnery ‘and gave- full
party support to their boy, Everal Walght. He is among other things, the-
uncle~in-law of Musa.

PRSI

This was supposed to make v1ctory certaln for Walght._ Landy Harrison' had
other ideas. He took ‘his case direct to the people. By so doing he toéok
on the party h1erarchy head on--a big undertaklng ‘when he was* confrontlng
a campaign financed by Russian’ money comlng through Castro s Cuba. From ’
there it comes either via Cancun or Panama. ) e

The people of San Ignacio chose Harrison déspite heavy pressure from the e
party "heavies" and rejected Waight convincingly. Waight was given special
dispensation by government to leave his Job—-complete with" pen51on, gratulty
and goodies. The leftist were sure their man would win.

Their campaign manager Lightburn had used all his weight in favour of Waight.
He could not find words to describe the frustration of the left in yet another
in the series of reverses they have experienced over the past week. Time
after time——anytime there was a contest--leftist candidates bit the dust and
left them in disarray. The wr1t1ng is on the wall and they have now recog-
nised this fact. And it won't be long before they become real desperate.

This is not the season for communists and the projections for Alamilla and
other fellow travellers are not looking bright. Yet their fight with
Sylvestre, and Hunter and the other wing of the party continues unabated.

Meanwhile, Salvador Hernandez, the UDP representative is running a smooth and
well-oiled campaign and victory seems to be within his grasp.

With the various reverses suffered by the left, people are watching for some
disturbance during the campaign.

Two things are certain: (1) people are rejecting the communists and (2) sup-
porting the United Democratic Party candidates.



Report on TPP Meeting

Punta Gorda TOLEDO STAR in English 25 Nov 84 p 3

[Text] The Toledo Progressive Party (TPP) held a grand public meeting at
Punta Gorda's Plaza on Wednesday night and the speakers were Welfare Officer
Mrs Ana de Avila, secretary Alejandro Vernon and Vice President Cecil

Casimiro.

The audience listened attentively and applauded at certain moments in support
of the speakers' views. Vernon, who chaired the meeting, apologized on be-
half of the TPP for not holding a public meeting for quite some time.

A Two-party System

Vernon told the people that it was now the time to establish the two-party
system in Belize, which would guarantee democracy for all of us. In order
to do this, he said, we should vote for the United Democratic Party (UDP)
at the upcoming General Elections to be held on the 14 of December.

Vernon told the people that voting for PUP would only establish a dictator-
ship, and pointed out that if the only political party which can govern
Belize (as the PUPs wanted the people to believe) is the PUP, then why should
there be elections (?). However, the reason for elections was to allow
another national party the opportunity to take the reins of government, and
in case they did not perform to the satisfaction of the people, then they
would have to be changed for the present party which would have five years

to examine its conscience and mend its faults.

Alejandro reminded the electorate that great democracies like the United
States of America and the United Kingdom had a two-party system working.

Put Country Above Party

The time has come, said Mr Vernon, when we are to put Belize in the forefront
and relax the PUP. He said the PUP had already achieved self-government and
independence for Belize, and today, the objective should be to implement the
new Constitution of Belize for a democratic Belize, and that the best manner
to achieve this to vote for the party in opposition every five or ten years,
thus giving a party five or ten years to govern, depending on its performance;
but under no circumstance should the PUP continue to rule and overrule for

more than the twenty four (24) years it has been governing Belize.

Vernon said the TPP may not contest the General Elections, but that they
would partake in the Town Board elections for Punta Gorda.

Select Good Persons

Mrs Ana Avila opened the TPP meeting with the party's Prayer, and went oh to
give a short speech, in which she told the people that they should begin to
think about selecting good persons to administer their town's affairs.
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She said the TPP was a good party, and that she would be coming from time to
time to advise the people as the time drew near for the Town Board Elections,
(Mrs Avila is an active member and lay-minister in the Catholic parish in
Punta Gorda)

Cecil Casimiro took over the microphone and reminded the audience that they
shouldn't fall for the PUPS' empty promises. He cited the manifesto of many
years ago which promised this town a town clock, and we were still waiting
for it.

Casimiro deplored the fact that year after year, the Garifuna Celebrations
Chairman would present a petition to the government at the annual November 19th
ceremonies, only to be assured by the government's representative that the
requests would be looked into--but that the truth was that nothing was being
done to alleviate the standard of living of the Garifuna people. He said we
should not vote for PUP.

‘Esquivel Meeting With Businessmen
Belize City THE REPORTER in English 25 Nov 84 pp 1, 6A

[Text] A dedication to the philosophy of growth and careful and responsible
management can alleviate the economic pressures confronting Belize and can get
the economy and the country moving again.

This was the recurring theme of a policy statement made by the Leader of the
United Democratic Party, Mr Manuel Esquivel at a well attended businessman's
luncheon last Wednesday at Bellevue Hotel. Some 50 or so businessmen paid
$50.00 a plate to eat and to listen to the views of Mr Esquivel, leading his
party for the first time in general elections against the PUP.

"We recognize the magnitude of the problem facing our country, and the limita-
tions of our resources," the party leader said,... "but we refuse to consider
that the die is irrevocably cast, or subscribe to any kind of fatalism."

Pointing out the differences between the challengers, the UDP and the incum-
bents, the PUP Mr Esquivel said UDP believes that the way the economic growth
is to be found in private enterprise, and the most important goal is to stimu-
late economic growth and greater employment. The People's United Party, on the
other hand, subscribes to a socialist ideology and. shares the view, along with
the communists, that economic justice can be achieved by equally dividing the
pie, however, small the pie might be.

"In practice," he said, "this means that the poor remain poor and go hungry,
because the economic pie, small to begin with, shrinks in a socialist
environment.

"We at the UDP believe that the only way everyone can be satisfied is to make

a bigger pie, so that even if some receive a larger slice than others, no
one goes hungry. ,
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"The wealth of a nation is not a fixed quantity. Wealth is awgommodity that

can be created and made to grow. Economic development depehdé“dn the joint

and mutually beneficial efforts of government and pe0p1e;"‘MrfEsquiVel,said.

A bigger economic pie is not enough, however, the party leader pointed out.
There must be honest, responsible stewardship and there must be an enlightened
tax structure to remove inequities and eliminate unfairness which discourage -
investment and inhibit growth.

Concentrating on the former, Mr Esquivel said the UDP is of the opinion that
there is a moral and legal responmsibility attached to the fact that one is a”
custodian of public funds. :

"Accountability and responsibility should be the guiding principles when
efforts are made to use and allocate the finances which the party in power has
at its disposal. 1In view of this belief, it will be the policy of the UDP to
properly utilize and account for the financial resources for which it will be
responsible. Honesty and trustworthiness will be the continuing principles
guiding the UDP." ‘ -

Speaking about taxes, he said an enlightened tax policy must go hand~in-hand
with capital growth. o ' '

"A UDP government will revise the whole tax structure in order to remove
inequities and eliminate the effects Qf unfair taxation which discourage
investment and development. Immediate action will be taken to review taxes

and duties on agriculture and fishing earnings and creating income tax-free
zones in order to stimulate development in certain areas of the country.

"We reject the notion that government revenue can only be increased by heavier
tax burdens. Rather it is increased investment, with the consequent increase
of jobs and better personal incomes that increase government revenue."

During his talk Mr Esquivel came up with a new idea--a National,Citizen's Bank,
where Belizeans living abroad could save their money and coild withdraw it as
they pleased in whatever form they pleased. The funds would be protected by

a formal commitment and the interest would be pegged to those prevailing in
the country of origin. The idea was that many Belizeahs abroad might have
funds which they would want to invest in Belize. The Bank would provide a

safe haven for imported funds this would help out with the new responsibilities
of state, Mr Esquivel stated: o
"The people who make up this party have managed to help to keep alive the
spirit of freedom and democracy for more than 30 years in spite of every con-
ceivable hardship and adversity. The people of this party have suffered
crushing defeat, ridicule and victimization. But we keep coming back.

We have demonstrated that we have true grit. We are not quitters. "And it is
the very testing in the school of hard knocks that will enable wus to serve
our people through these hard times, and that will see us through to a better
time for all Belizeans." ' -
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"We offer an opportunity ladder for the poor, not through handouts, but by
helping them to escape poverty by building an economy that will create jobs.
We assure just returns for the enterpreneur, both local and foreign. We -
guarantee the rights and dignity of the worker. Economic growth enables

all citizens to share the wealth. The United Democratic Party wants nothing
less for the people." :

PUP Oath
Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 2 Dec 84 p 3

[Text] I swear allegiance to the People's United Party, to its peaceful,
constructive Belizean revolution, to its just objectives of a secure and
lasting independence for Belize with sovereignty over all its territory
under the Charter of the United Nations.

I shall do all in my power to fulfill these objectives in the quickest possi-
ble time in order to work the new Constitution of Independence and to create
for all Belizeans a new and better society. ‘

I shall do my best to work the mixed economy in order to build a prosperous
democracy in Belize, a member of the Caribbean Community, the Commonwealth,
the Nonaligned Movement and the United Nations.

1 shall so dedicate my time, my ability, my work under God, with freedom,
justice and charity to all. '

So helpimé God.,

PUP Manifesto
Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 5 Dec 84 pp 1, 3
[Text] ‘The PUP?Mahifesto for a time to set new goals points the way forward
for Belizeans to advance to a better society. If poverty and ignorance is to
end, if Belizeans are to enjoy a dignified existence, and if they are to have
a real chance to become a part of the life and work of the free Belize, then

we must have a PUP government in office. We must continue in the PUP way--the
only way to progress.

The Manifesto refers to projects already in the pipeline, which a PUP Govern-
ment will develop and construct. Many other projects already under way need
the many years'of experience of the PUP to complete. S
Some of Ehéée projects are:

(a) the ongoing bridge~building projects and road improvement;

(c) ,thé'betterment of urban and rural communities by provision and extension
of better housing; :
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(d) public services to meet the five basic human needs of water plus food,
shelter, health care, education, employment and security;

(e) enlargement of the programme of water supply in rural and urban areas;

(f) extending electricity to as many communities in the rural areas as
possible;

(g) continuing to make more land, financial credit and technical help avail-
able for the growing of food to make Belize self-sufficient in as many items
as possible to produce and diversify commodities for the export market;

(h) continuing the housing programme both in public and private sectors along
with the projects of land reclamation and site preparation for housing devel-

opment in both rural and urban areas;

(i) using all available resources to extend and expand health care in all
six districts;

() more schools will be built continuing the cooperation between Church and
State;

(k) as the economy grows and more wealth is created, labour and management
and investors will be rewarded by increases in wages, salaries and dividends;

(1) with the expansion of electricity and the proper regulation of television
broadcasts, more opportunities for education, security and recreation will be
provided in both rural and urban areas;

(m) transportation and communications will be improved when the plans for a
better international airport are negotiated;

(n) plans are in preparation and funds available to build new headquarters
for the Central Bank and for Social Security.

The lists of projects are long and longer they will become as we address the
needs of the Belizean people. For there is a need to tackle Belize City
streets and drains upon completion of the WASA project; for streets in
other large towns; for modernroadways and agricultural and industrial roads.

There is a need to expand shrimp and fish farming, a need to tackle deep sea

fishing, to revive the forest industry, a need for expansion of industry to
create development zones, to expand production, to increase exports and so on,

14




Complete List of Candidates

Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 5 Dec 84 p 4

[Text] Candidates in the Dec. 14 General Elections

Candidate Party Electoral Division
George Price PUP Freetown
Derrick Aikman UDP Freetown
Louis Humphreys PUP Caribbean Shores
Manuel Esquivel uDP Caribbean Shores
Ernesto Meighan v Inde. Caribbean Shores
Jane Usher PUP ‘ Pickstock
Ramon Vasquez uDP Pickstock
Said Musa PUP Fort George
Dean Lindo UDP Fort George
Rafael Chavez pUP Albert
Philip Goldson UDP Albert
Ralph Fonseca PUP Queen's Square
Dean Barrow UDP Queen's Square
Ernest Staine ‘ pUP Port Loyola
Henry Young UDP Port Loyola
Myrtle Palacio PUP Mesopotamia
Curl Thompson UDP Mesopotamia
Remijio Montejo PUP Collet
Frank Lizama UDP Collet
Carlos Diaz PUP Lake Independence
Hubert Elrington uDP Lake Independence
Fredrick Hunter PUP Belize Rural North
Samuel Rhaburn UuDP Belize Rural North
Louis Sylvestre PUP Belize Rural South
Jose Marin UDP Belize Rural South
Valdemar Castillo pPUP Corozal North

' Richard Quan UDP Corozal North
Gregorio Garcia PUP Corozal Bay
Israel Alpuche UDP Corozal Bay
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Florencio Marin
Concepcion Campos

Evaraldo Puck
Asterio Ortega

Modesto Tapia
Ruben Campus

Elijio Briceno
Lelis Carballo

Guadalupe Pech
Onesimo Pech

Ramon Cervantes
Elodio Aragon

Orlando Harrison
Salvador Fernandez

Assad Shoman
Eduardo Juan
Hector Silva

Samuel Waight
Harold Flowers

Maclovio Alamilla
Pedro G. Mena

Simeon Sampson
Henry Anderson
Theodore Aranda
Allan Arthurs

David McKoy
Theodore Castillo
Salomon Lewis

Leigh Usher
Charles Wagner

Vicente Choco
Basilio Ah

PUP
UDP

PUP
UbP

PUP
UDP

PUP
UDP

PUP
UDP

PUP
upP

PUP
UDP

PUP
UDP
Inde.

PUP
UDP

PyUP
UDP

PUP
CcDP
Inde,
PUP
UDP
CDP
PUP
UDP

PUP
UDP

16

Corozal South East
Corozal South East

Corozél Sduth West
Corozal South West

Orange Walk Northi:
Orange Walk North

i

Oraﬁge‘walk Central

Orange Walk Central

Orénge Walk‘Sduth
Orange Walk South

: Orangé Walk:East‘

Orange Walk East

Cayo North
Cayo North

‘Cayo Central

Cayo Central

_ Cayo Central

Cayo South

Cayo South:

Cayo West
Cayo West

Dangriga
Dangriga
Dangriga
Dangriga

Stann-Creek‘West
Stann Creek West
Stann Creek West

j Toledb East

Toledo East

Toledo West
Toledo West




Registration 'Scandal'
ellze City THE BEACON in English 8 Dec 84 pp 1, 5

[Text] While the UDP campaign continues to gain momentum amidst predlctlons
of a big UDP sweep of the polls in next week's general elections, the cam-
paign efforts of the PUP have been rocked by mammoth voter registration. scan-
dals, news of widespread election bribery and some startling stories of minis-
ter1a1 corruptlon and misuse of government funds, equipment and vehicles.

The blggest voter list scandal surfaced smack in the middle of Prime Mlnlster
George Price's Freetown Division, where hundreds of voters which belonged on
the Caribbean Shores Division list were placed on the Freetown list, and
hundreds belonging in the Freetown Division were found on the Caribbean Shores
list. This is the colossal error that the Chief Elections Officer told UDP
candidates was a" genulne mistake, and which he claimed he could do nothing
about. ~

But formal objections filed by the UDP candidates involved (Leader Manuel
Esquivel and Derék Aikman) forced the matter before Chief Magistrate George
Singh. '

It took a pre=court briefing on last week Tuesday and three days of hearlng
before the mistakes, about which nothing could be done, was resolved by the .
court.

The hearings were unnecessarily prolonged, as election officials and thelr
attorneys attempted to resist the UDP's attempts at total correction of the
lists, including the removal of a number of dead persons. The. first two days
of hearings (held on Frlday last and on Monday this week) lasted until 6 30
p.m., Tuesday evening's session was adjourned at 9:30 that night, and it took
a final hour of hearing on Wednesday (December 5), the last day allowed by .
law, to complete ‘the hearing of the final objections. S

UDP campaigners insist that if the corrections were not made, they would
have been a distinct advantage to George Price, whose division lost by a
whopplng 485 votes in last December's City Council elections. :

With ‘the Freetown list now much cleaner, political analysts are already pre—
dicting that Price will be the biggest casualty in next Friday's polling, as
the UDP takes control of Central Government for the first time.

UDP-Trade Union Meeting

Belize City THE BEACON in English 8 Dec 84 p 6 ' R

[Text] Belize City, Wed., Dec. 5: In the elegant setting of the Chateau
Caribbean, UDP Leader, Manuel Esqulvel met today with Trade Union Leaders
from all over the country. In the two and half hour discussion that ensued,
Mr Esquivel outlined the United Democratic Party's position concerning the
vital role that labour must play for the development of Belize.
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During this luncheon engagement Mr Esquivel, along with Curl Thompson (UpP
Mesop.) and Hubert Elrington (UDP Lake Independence) explained how they envi-
sioned labour working in close cooperation with employers within a free enter-
prise system. '"The UDP is firmly committed to free enterprise for Economic
Development," said Mr Esquivel. "But no one segment must benefit at the
detriment of any other. Supporting free enterprise,” he went on to say, '"is
not necessarily to the detriment of the worker. The free enterprise system

is one in which the worker has the most chance for advancement."

Mr Esquivel went on to point to the position of labour in the free democracies
in the world as against the depressed position of workers under totalitarian
or communistic governments. He advanced the view that the solution for the
worker in Belize is to increase the availability of jobs. "Economic and
financial independence is basic," Mr Esquivel said, "if each Belizean is to
enjoy his rights."

Talking about unemployment, Mr Esquivel blasted the unreal figures that the
Price government, anyone who has earned anything in the past year was employed.
That, Mr Esquivel pointed out is patently inaccurate. However, in that way
the unemployed person who worked for omne month, or one week of the year was
categorized as "employed." He went on to say that real unemployment figures
for Belize must be much higher than government admits.

Mr Esquivel assured Trade Union Leaders that the UDP would work in close
consultation with Labour Unions in drafting legislation which would more
clearly demark union/employer rights and responsibilities. ILO Conventions,
he said, which the PUP govermment has disregarded will be ratified. Parti-
cipatory democracy will be encouraged and political victimization which has
been a daily factor of the PUP government will be absent from a UDP Adminis-
tration. In underscoring this last point Mr Esquivel made reference to the
impartial treatment all municipal workers has received under UDP Administra-
tions throughout the country.

These discussions, unprecedénted in the history of the Trade Union Movement
in Belize, were conducted in a spirit of homnesty and open-mindedness. The
luncheon engagement was attended by Mr Cyril Davis and Mr Gilbert Andrews
(democratic Independent Union), Mr William Tillett and Mr Carl Smith (Public
Service Union), Mr Carlos Castillo and Mr George Frazer (Belize National
Teachers Union), Mr Pable Lambey, Mr Hernandez and Mr Antonio Gonzalez
(United General Workers Uniomn, Dangriga), Mr Randell Bradley and Mr Michael
Stephen (Belize Energy Workers Union), Mr Benjamin Augustus (Taxi Drivers
Union), Eduardo Melendez and Mr Jaime Matar (Belize Workers Union, Orange

Walk).
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Barrow Address

Belize City THE BEACON in English 8 Dec 84 pp 2, 1l

[Text] The following is the text of a key-note speech
delivered by UDP Queen's Square Division candidate
Dean 0O, Barrow to more than 150 businessmen and party
officials, members and supporters at a $50.00 per plate
luncheon sponsored by the Divisional Committee at the

. YWCA Hall on Saturday last week.

I would like to tell you briefly tonight what I think the UDP is all about,
what our philosophy is, and how we hope to go about the process of the
national reconstruction in Belize.

The United Democratic Party is essentially a free enterprise party, and for
that we make no apologies. It is fashionable in certain circles nowadays,

to criticise the mode of social and economic organisation which has come to

be known as capitalism. But while we recognise that capitalism or free enter-
prise is not a perfect system, we also believe that it is the only system that
sufficiently utilizes and rewards the notion of 1nd1v1dua1 initiative. And
we are convinced that the encouragement of individual initiative is the surest
way to release the productive energies of a society.

We subscribe then to the theory of the magic of the marketplace. But we are
also conscious of the fact that if it is pushed too far, it will result in
disequilibrium, inequity and skewed growth. So that a UDP government would
also have a fundamental duty to legislate for fairplay and for the entrench-
ment and protection of workers' rights. To ensure that there is a safety net
to protect those who by force of circumstance remain at the bottom rungs of
the economic ladder. A minimum standard of living must thus be guaranteed to
all our people.

But without losing sight of that essential commitment, we will pursue the
capitalist path to development. There will be no talk from us, as there is
from the PUP about a mixed economy, for this is a term that gives rise to con-
fusion, creates the impression that it is neither fish nor fowl, and produces
a climate of uncertainty. It causes the entrepreneurs and investors to fear
that a heavy-handed, big brother government will always be seeking to whittle
down or regard the role of private enterprise in nat10na1 development.

And we also differ from the present government in this respect. We have no
fear of the foreigner, and no misguided sense of xenophobia will cause us, for
example, to downplay the importance of tourism as a foreign exchange earner,
and a crucial key to redressing our balance of payment problems. We require
capital for our development plans, and capital of the foreign as well as the
local variety, will always be welcome. If we are to establish meaningful,
export-oriented agricultural expansion; if we are to provide import substitu-
tion programmes so that we produce what we consume, if agro industries are to
flourish; if a manufacturing sector is to be established; if this country is
to reach the take off stage of economic growth, a partnership with foreign
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capital is a critical requirement. There simply is not sufficient local
capital accumulation to allow us to go it on our own. And while we will seek
to always preserve the national dignity in our relationship with direct foreign
investment, we will also bear in mind that reckless, inflexible nationalism
never yet filled any empty bellies or put food on tables., The UDP means to
generate development and generate it by any legitimate means it considers
necessary. What the PUP's have never realized, but what remains the guiding
principle of the UDP is that you must first create the wealth before you can

share the wealth.

Also, the United Democratic Party is committed to good government--to the
elimination oflcorruptioﬁ,ﬁor-cronyism,‘and~of‘victimization.“;we keep saying
this and it sounds like a cliche and the impact of saying it has dulled
because of constant repetition. But for us it remains a vital principle.
International report after International report makes clear. that one of the
foremost constraints on development in Belize, has been pervasive corruption
in the public sector. And if you think about it for a minute, you will
realise the immediacy of that charge. How are you going to develop a country,
how are you going to attract the investor, if proper infrastructure is not in
place? 1If there is no guaranteed energy supply, no proper port facilities,
an unsatisfactory water /system, an inadequate road network, our country is
always going to lag behind. But there is of .course no uninterrupted supply
of electricity precisely because the Electricity Board is treated as a minis-
terial fiefdom, a vehicle for profiteering and racketeering. The deep water
port has proven to be inadequate, because the choosing of the site and the
building of the'facility,>Wa3ninfluenced+bynpolitical;nather than economic
considerations. And there is still no satisfactory interior road network,
because the Public Works Department's road building programme is wasteful

and ‘inefficient. But what can you expect when ministers create a pork barrel
system which the workers-are obliged to comply with for their own survival.

And the civil service, the professional public managers in this country, are
now dispirited and disgusted. Their ranks and their talents have been v
depleted by political interference.. And the brain-drain from Belize is as
much caused by victimization and favouritism as by the search for better eco-
nomic opportunities abroad.

These are the things that must be set right if the country is to prosper, and
the setting right of these things is what we have in mind when we talk about
good government. This is what, for us, good government is:all about.

We are saying then that both our philosophy of government and our practice of
government would be different from the PUP. We envisage a development strate-
gy that would make no bones about cherishing private enterprise, and that
would commit itself to the role of capital both foreign and local, while
respecting and protecting the rights of the worker. And we envisage a climate
in which government would be scrupulous in honouring its commitment to provide
the infrastructure and the managerial skills requisite for. development.

The hallmarks of our administration would be honesty and accountability. We
would be the servants rather than the masters of this nation and we would
reclaim the Belizean purpose and redeem the Belizean soul. These then are the
cornerstones of our vision., We think it is a just and glorious vision and we
invite all of you to share that vision with us. Thank you. :
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BELIZE_ '

U.S. ROLE IN ELECTION,‘ECONOMY DRAWS COMMENT, REACTIOﬁ'v
'Interfereﬁee' Charée

Belize City AMANﬁALA in English 30 Nov 84 p 2

[Editorial: "Recall Barnebey"]

[Text] The United States Government would be well advised to recall its
Ambassador to Belize, Malcolm R. Barnebey who on Monday morning at the Port
George Hotel, less than three weeks before critical general elections in Belize,
delivered a blantantly pro~PUP government speech to a conference on prlvate -
investment. : ‘

Among the many incredible things Barnebey said to a joint conference of New . -
Orleans and Belize businessmen were: ~

(i) "Belize has excellent leaders in its executive, legislative and judicial
branches of government.'" Where does Barnebey have his head buried, in the
sand? When you describe Louie, Joe, Freddie and the rest as excellent, you
are contradicting the Auditor General, and the obvious facts of Belize's
official corruption and backwardness. \

(ii) "Belize...is on the verge of enterlng a period of diversified economlc
growth and prosperity."

Suddenly, after 25 years of PUP monopoly government and 3 weeks before general
electlons, Bellze, a depressed and stagnant economy if there ever was one, -
is "on the verge" of entering prosperity.

Oh come on, MalColm, COME ON!!

(iii) "Fair treatment is given to both Belizean and forelgn 1nvestors.*;v»
This was the biggest and sickest joke of all Jerry Kos and a 1eg10n of in-
vestors can testify, if the uninformed Barnebey wishes to hold a hearing,. that
they have been ripped off by Belizean Cabinet Ministers and that they have

suffered extortion at the hands of Cabinet minions.

(iv) Barnebey said Prime Miniser Price recently "assured investors that
they can, whenever they so choose take out their investments and prof1ts in
U.S. dollars."
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The fact of the matter is that nobody can take U.S. dollars out of Belize
right now because there is almost no foreign exchange available.

Barnebey knows better. All in all, this was an unbelievably partisan per-
formance by a foreign diplomat who has no right to interfere in Belize's
internal politics. Malcolm is well aware his speech will be trumped far and
near in the PUP news organs as political propaganda.

Help for Economy
Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES in English 2 Dec 84 pp 2-3

[Editorial: "About To Bear Fruit"]

[Text] The good and skillful work done by the People's United Party in Govern-
ment, despite the worldwide economic crisis and fail in revenue, is about to
bear fruit at a time when faithful to the democratic process the PUP goes to
the people in a bid to renew the mandate.

During five years of government and three years of independence the groundwork
has been laid for more economic development, which in cooperation with our
international partners should provide more employment. :

To encourage and promote development, the government has approved forty-one
projects of which eighteen were approved this year. When these projects are
accomplished they will give employment to hundreds of people.

Last week at a meeting with United States businessmen interested in helping
to develop our economy, the U.S. Ambassador did his duty by informing these
potential investors of the true state of affairs in Belize. As a competent
representative of his government, Ambassador Barnebey was bound to give the
facts which his Embassy gathered.

Describing the situation the Ambassador made three points: (1) Belize's
private investment climate is excellent; (2) There are many opportunities
for sensible profitable investments here; and (3) Belize, with the help of
international aid donors—-and hopefully through private investments by
businessmen such as those visiting last week--is on the verge of achieving
diversified econmomic growth and increasing prosperity.

Looking over the performance of the last five years we can see that the eco-
nomic future of an independent Belize was enriched when the United Kingdom
agreed to continue its economic cooperation programme, Canada increased CIDA
programmes, AID of the United States opened its doors in Belize making a sub-
stantial contribution to the economy.

Membership of the World Bank and the Tnternational Monetary Fund helped to
stabilize our economy. Continuing loans from the Caribbean Development Bank,
introduction of the Caribbean Basin Initiative, the dedicated effort of the
Belizean worker and the skillful management and experience of a PUP govern-—
ment combined to brace the Belizean economy against the onslaught of the
world economic crisis.
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Belize has survived. The Belizean dollar remains firmly and securely tied
to the U.S. dollar. Inflation has been harnessed below three percent.

Yet the journey was not easy. Loans to small farmers by the DFC had to con-
tinue and increase. Sugar cane growers needed help to overcome smut disease
and to plan new resistant varieties of sugar cane. To keep Liberated Sugar
Factory open, government agreed to purchase seventy percent of the BSI.
Battle after battle raged on many fronts to save sugar quotas. Membership
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade helped but did not close the

gap.

The citrus industry, for many years in the doldrums, needed loans for small

and large farmers to rehabilitate their groves and expand factory capacity.

The grain industry grew with the installation of new silos, with the estab-

1ishment of the Marketing Board's rice mill in the Toledo District, and with
the rescue of Big Falls which faced bankruptcy.

The programme for coconut rehabilitation, the rescue of the Belize Beef
Corporation for livestock processing were all government initiatives to prop
up ailing private sector industries.

Wherever the private sector faltered, government stepped in to provide sta-
bility and to save the industry under the PUP policy of working the mixed
economy.

In other areas, government led the way to provide stability and growth. Peanuts
readily comes to mind, the 1ivestock industry in which new markets in the
Caribbean were opened; tourist and investment promotion at home and abroad,

and at the international fairs and exhibitions, the opening of new markets

in the U.S. under the Caribbean Basin Initiative for, among other products,

beef and citrus; the extension of the cacao industry to small farmers and

other performance.

These were gains in a turbulent region ravished by civil war and impoverished
by one of the world's worst monetary crisis. These gains emerged from a
deliberate strategy to keep inflation down, encourage production and lead
investment into diversification.

Belizeans with the best interests of Belize at heart will no doubt want to
renew the mandate so that the work of development can continue under the
leadership of the People's United Party.

CSO: 3298/243
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BELIZE

GOVERNMENT RAISES REQUIREMENT FOR BANK'S CASH RESERVES
Belize City THE BEACON in English 17 Nov 84 p3

[Text] The Central Bank of Belize acting under instructions of government
has raised the level of cash reserves on deposits at all Commercial Banks

from 5% to 7%.

The move is verysignificant because since it was sudden and the reserves
must be caei and will not comprise bonds & treasury bills, the Commercial
Banks have discontinued all lending from l1ast week or so, to try to accumu-
late the cash reserve by end of year or suffer the consequences.

Another serious move by government was to legislate law to permit their
government~controlled Central bank to make loans for (unlimited) periods in
excess of six months. This is clearly a move by government towards the
early creation of a Government National Bank and a possible future
nationalization of the Commercial Banks. The whole sordid matter smacks of
bitter communism and dictatorship, axd will allow government to steep itself
in more corruption and malpractices. Remember the many abnormalities in the

Auditor General's Report?

It must be remembered that Central Banks are designed to serve as independent
regulatory bodies for the necessary monetary and measures to protect the
economy of the country. Central Banks are not to be lending agencies nor

are they supposed to become government expenditure agencies.

To make matters worse for the Commercial Banks and the business community,
government has proceeded to withdraw and transfer from the Commercial Banks
to the Central Bank all funds of their Statutory and semi-government entities
or agencies, i.e. the Boards etc. Are these monies to be used by government
for anything including politicial campaigns without any questioning?

Are we really to believe that an IMF plan in fact is not being covertly
implemented by our treacherous and deceitful government?

Indeed it is time for a change; it is high time for a new government before
things get much more out of hand and it becomes too late to correct matters.

CSO: 3298/243
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IMF APPROVES $14 MILLION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

Belize City THE BELIZE TIMES in English 5 Dec 84 pp1l, 5

[Text]

CSO:

MONDAY, DECEMBER 3 1984

A meeting of the Board
of Directors of the
International Monetary
Fund(IMF) held today in
Washington, D.C., una-

‘nimously approved a

a $14 million assistan-
.ce programme for Beli-
ze. This assistance
will be provided in
three instalments over

. the next 12 months.

This assistance to
Belize will go towards
improving our - balance
of payments and  will
provide for fiscal ad-

© justments to enable the

economy to'be
lized.
According to an  in-
formed source the IMF
programme for Belize
came ‘without any strict
conditionality - and
indeed the IMF express-

revita-

"1y ruled out the deva=-
“luation.

It will be recalled

- that earlier this year

a team from the IMF vi-

3298/243
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" nomic thrust in

sited Belize and met
with a negotiating team
set up by Government
and headed by the Mi-
nister of Economic De-
velopment, Mr Said - Mu-
sa, when the programme
was fully  negotiated
and agreed on. Now
that the programme has

" been approved at Board

level it.is expected
that Belize will be re-
ceiving its first ins-
talment within the
next few days.

The Prime Minister as
Minister of Finance wel-
comed the announcement
from Washington as an
expression of confiden-
ce in government's pru-
dent management of the

-economy.

- This IMF
will form the
base for a major

programme
pivotal

ecq=

deve~
lopment now being laun-
ched by government as
we prepare for the next

five years in office.

BELIZE



AUDITS RAISE QUESTIONS ABOUT GOVERNMENT, ELECTRICITY ACTIONS

BEACON Comment

Belize City THE BEACON in English 10 Nov 84 p 2

[Unsigned column "Viewpoint": '"Audit Reveals FinanCial Mismanagement"]

[Text]

LAST week's Amandala and
Reporter both carried re-
ports .on the Auditor Gen-
eral's review of govern-
ment's spending for the
year 1983, showing gross
and scandalous mismanage-
ment if not -downright
corruption and thievery.

This raises the very
serious question for . all
voters at election time
and for all times: who
will manage your money?
"+ As Minister of Finance,
“responsibility - for the
irregularities fall
squarely on the jade of
Mr. Price. There is first-
ly the principle of coll-
ective responsibility of
govermment, which wmakes
him as much as anyone
else, responsible for
what his fellow ministers
do. :
Secondly, there is MNMr.
Price's ministerial re-
sponsibility = to ensure
that public monéy _ is
properly spent to achieve
maximum public benefit.
This, after all, is what
Finance is about.

The scandal that charac-
terises the financial

26

dealings of the govern-

ment, so far as they are

made public, must be far
- murky"

depths of ministerial ac-
tivities concealed from

exceeded  in  the

us.

If Price's excuse is

ignorance . - and one can
see no other =~ it points
to the fatal flaw regard-
ing finance under him.

George Price really. does
not know enough about

finance 'to manage public -

money !
‘hHis abysmal record a-
part; Price's only aca-

demic aspirations . have’

even. in the areas of

theology and philosophy.

He has ever been incap-
able of learning on-the-

job, .preferring, as the -
archetypal politician, a -
political ‘solution to-
- financial questions.

Finance under Price
means mismanagement. This
is clear. But then small

wonder, When he left his
. employment with R.S, Tur-

ton some generations ago,

he was ~-and he ever has
been - nothing more than
a clerk.

~ BELIZE




Waste in Electricity Board

Belize City THE REPORTER in English 18 Nov 84 pp 1, 12

and $15, 000 - for the
purchase” of a
second-hand Bronco
pick-up truck that
came to the Board

[Text] Mr.. E. Briceho, believed to be Minister of
Energy Elijio Briceno, has been singled out
by name in the Auditor's report of the
Belize Electricity Board as one who received
double payment for diesel fuel supplied to
the Roard during 1982/83. .
On November 5, 1982, the report notes,
the .sum of $57,856 was paid out to E.
Briceno for ‘diesel fuel, but the auditors
could find no records to show that the
Board had received 12 tihousand gallons of
the quantity paid for, v .
Six weeks later the Belize Electricity
Board paid out $62,240.35 to the same E.
Ericeno for_ shipments of .diesel fuel which
included two quantities of 7,000 gallons
each.! : . . :
: was to compensate without registration
The records of the | o increases in the papers and without
Board show that one. price of fuel, the transfer  title. The
7,000 gallon shipment |, {itors ask, how is suditors also noted
had been received, i that fuel expenses that there were "no
but the auditors (iian  income by ~supporting docu
could ° find no ! more than $800, 000! ments to substan-
records of the other The Auditor's tiate payments" .-
shipment of 7,000 | onopt provides ’ .
gallons being | gther revealing During that same
received. | insights into how the period thg Board lost
The auditors noted - Brard managed its track of $133,705
that in 1982 the affairs under its worth - of - treated
Belize Electricity  hand-picked General utility poles which
Board spent $1.1 . Manager ,Mr. Sergio had been stockpiled
million dollars more | Brull, 1t notes, for at the Mdaga;ine Road .
for fuel and | . - - compound.
lubricants -~ than it 'ant:gce h;:at gi‘g The auditors also
did during a similar 0G0, @ 5 single | mentioned the
period “the previous 3.7 p g diesel | Board's payment of
year, ~ Wwhile enerato‘r".‘ $236,868 $600 monthly to Mr.
electricity 'sales for gn a cémputer' to Mark Cuellar _for
this period yielded handle its 'public relations
only $1,051,505 more. . ointing, $25,873 service", and debts
If the "P" surcharge for the c&nstrdc'tion of 54'5"&3, owned
which consumers pay of two fuel tanks by former Board

Director John Aguet
and $2,570.68 owed
by Board Chairman
at the time, Minister
Sylvester.

CSO: 3298/243
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BELIZE

FOREIGN POLICY SUCCESSES SINCE INDEPENDENCE REVIEWED
Belmopan THE NEW BELIZE in English Oct 84 pp 4, 7

[From the Viewpoint column: "When Foreign Policy Becomes a Bread and Butter
Issue'']

[Text] t this time when the election machinery is
being oiled for the up-coming General
Elections, politicians tend to take a very
introspective view of the issues—the domestic
issues and the non-issues of the political plat-
forms. An introspective view in that foreign
policy unlike domesticissues does not necessarily
win votes.

But when a small and newly independent
country like Belize looks on foreign policy, it
becomes a bread and butter issue which affects
the country and its future and to the nitty gritty--
the voter, This is because small developing na-
tions are vulnerable to the internaticnal, gnd”
regional issues and pressures which undoubtedly
influence domestic economic policies, national
security and = yes—our territorial irtegrity.

Yet many of us tend to view foreign policy in
abstract dimensions. However the fact is that
successive Guatemalan governments continue
to find themselves more and more isolated on a
limb as they refuse to recognise the independence
and territorial integrity of Belize, both of
which are fait accompli.

- While Belize is prepared tc negotiate with
good faith and deteimination to find a just
solution to the problem over the Guatemalan
claim, such negotiations will not be predicated
on any presumption on the part of Guatemala
that they have any rights over the Independence
of Belize. ,

When Senator C.L.B. Rogers, Leader of
Government Business in the Senate and leader
of the Belize delegation to the 39th Plenary
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Session of the United Nations, addressed the
UN session earlier this month, he was speaking
at the UN podium as the representative of an
independent state in this region. This alone is'a
foreign policy accomplishment. It is a foreign
policy based on the advocacy of the self
determination of people, nonalignment and the
non-interference in the domestic affairs of other
states.

This position has undoubtedly won fiiends
and influenced peovle from all shades and
ideologies of the international political spectrum
and within and without the Commonwealth of
Nations of which Belize is a member,

The strong international support for our

independence which has so much ostracized
Guatemala is evidence that this country has

friends in high and low places.

With a foreign policy of non-aggression—a
~ position which was underscored by our objection

to the foreign intervention in Grenada—we
have been able to get military assistance from
Britain and the United States of America for
more training for the Belize Defence Force,
more military hardware and the modernizing
of our defence agreements with those states.

Belize has also been able to retain the very

strong support from international organisations
to which she subscribes e.g. the Commonwealth
of Nations, the Caribbean Community and the
Non-Aligned Movement, who stand fast in
upholding our independence and territorial
integrity.

"~ At the New Delhi summit held lzst December,
Commonwealth Heads of Government re-
affirmed their full support for the efforts of the
Government of Belize to maintain its territorial
integrity and the role of the British Government

_ in helping to provide for the security of Belize.

And then in July at the Caricom Summit,
Heads of Government called on the international
community t¢ maintain its support for Belize in
its effcrts to secure an eatly and peaceful
solution to the problem with Guatemala.

Belize has also been able to establish a number
of bi-lateral agieements with 8 number of
countries and organisations as a result of our
diplomatic initiatives. We have in the short
three years of independence worked out bi-
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lateral agreements for assistance in the fields of
health, housing, cultural exchange programmes
and for loans and other financial assistance for
the further development of the infrastructure—

roads, schools, rural electrification and so on.

Among the governments and organisations
who have been assisting in .our economic
development _ programmes are the United
Kingdom (ODA), Canada (CIDA), United
States of America (USAID and CBI) the
European Economic Community (EDF), the
World Benk and the International Monetary
Fund. Belize has also been able to benefit from
multilateral loans and other development funds -
for farming, tourism, industry, housing and
student education with funds channelled
through the Caribbean Development Bank
from international lending agencies. f

Belize has also strengthened its ties with a
number of countries and established diplomatic
relations with others. S

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs reports that
so far we have established diplomatic relations
with twenty six countries while maintaining
consular association with eight others in North,

South and Central Americe, Europe, the Middle '

East and Africa.
" In addition to this we are members of eighteen
international organisations. . o

Tn summary, Belize’s foreign pelicy objectives
continue to seek 2 solution tc the Guatemalan
problem, more economic development and the
preservation of our independence, sovereigaty
and territorial integrity. o Co

The Government has been able to successfully
maintain wide international support through
skillful diplomatic efforts. )

These sre the issues that have contributed to
our survival as a nation and as a people. Indeed
they are foreign policy—but policy crucial to
our development as an independent country and
people. Itis onthese that bread and butter issues
depend. :
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BELIZE

COVERNMENT DENIES REPORTS OF SECRET TALKS WITH GUATEMALA
Impiications for Toledo
Punta Gorda TOLEDO STAR in English 14 Oct 84 p 3

[Text] It is no secret that British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher wants to
pull out her troops from Belize, but has been pressured by U.S. President
Reagan to keep them here to control and limit the flow of Cuban arms passing
through Belize to the Marxist rebels in Mexico and Central America.

Apparently, the breakthrough has the blessings of Prime Minister Price and
the leftist elements in his Government, who feel that once the British Troops
go, the United States influence in Belize will decline, and Belize will not
have to establish diplomatic relations with such countries like Israel, and
instead, can open the doors to Cuba and other Third World socialist states.
Mr Price himself is bothered by Cuatemala's claim (which he thought would
disappear with Independence) and the need to correct an imbalance suffered
by Belize in trade and communications with its foremost neighbour.

The arrangement allegedly involves giving Guatemala some concessions in the
Toledo District, like the re-drawing of the Seaward Boundary between

Belizean waters and Guatemalan waters at the Sarstoon, Amatique Bay, and
Ranguana Range areas. Guatemalan congressman who are at this minute writing
a nmew constitution for that country are insisting on an outlet for their Peten
products via the Toledo District.

The PUP Government has conspicuously left out the Toledo District in the coun-
try's plan for economic development. This can be an indication that Guatemala
is to fill in these programmes and services along with concessions offered to
her in a settlement plan.

A) Roads--the roads in Toledo are in a most deplorable state. i) On the
Southern "Highway", doreys have to be used to cross passengers over flooded
bridges, ii) The Punta Gorda/Barranco Road has not been completed. iii) The
San Antonio/Guatemala-Border Road has not been completed. iv) There is no
“plan to put bitumen on any major road.

B) Telephone--San Antonio, the largest Village in the country does not have
a telephone link with Punta Gordaj neither does Barranco, Or Monkey River.
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C) Gasoline & kerosene is being rationed by the only gas-station here.

D) Low-cost housing--In the Venezuela-Belize Low-cost housing scheme, 500
houses will be given to Belizeans in Corozal, Cayo, Bemopan and Belize City. .
Toledo is not included.

E) Banking services--None of the commercial Banks having license to operate .
in the country are providing loans to citizens in the Toledo District. Royal
Bank of Canada, Barclays Bank, Bank of Nova Scotia and Atlantic Bank have all
stated categorically that they are not entertaining any applications from
people in the Toledo District--even if such persons offer collateral, and
are prepared even to mortgage their homes. In fact there is not a single
Bank branch in Toledo. :

F) Agricultural development—-Toledo farmers have been gradually and effec-
tively discouraged from planting basic grains like rice, corn and beans.
Rice-paddy harvest in any single year (for the past eight years) has not
passed the 4 million pounds mark. It declined drastically from in 1971
when subsistence farmers alone harvested over five million pounds.
Mechanized cultivation is offered to a selected few; and tested by one or
two foreigners who have equipment.

G) Medical service--The hospital is in dire need of medicines and better
equipment to treat the sick. Special cases are treated in Puerto Barrios,

Guatemala.

H) Industries--There are no industries in the District. There are no fac-
tories; no manufacturing, no bottling for the domestic market and neither for
the foreign market. Nothing for export--no bananas, no Cohune nuts, no timber.
In fact, there does not exist any significant payroll in the Toledo District
apart from the government paylist which goes to Public Works, Police, Medical,
Administration, B.T.A., Water and Teachers under the church-state system.

Courtenay Statement

Belize City BELIZE.SUNDAY TIMES in English 18 Nov 84 p 5

[Statement by Minister of Home and Foreign Affairs Mr Vernon Courtenay denying
press reports of secret talks with Guatemala; in the House of Representatives,

9 November 1984]

[Text] Certain disturbing reports relating to Guatemala's dispute over Belize
have recently been published in certain newspapers circulating in the country.
They allege that in secret talks between the governments of Belize, the United
Kingdom and Guatemala, a solution to the Anglo-Guatemalan dispute over Belize
has been approved, and placed on ice to be revealed and implemented only after

the next general elections.

These articles further allege that the objectives of the solution are in

furtherance of a conspiracy between the Prime Minister of the United Kingdom
and Belize for withdrawal of British troops, to neutralize North American in-
fluence over Belize, and to open the door to let in the influence of Cuba and

other socialist countries.
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The allegations go on to set out elements of the agreement as follows:

1. to give certain concession to Guatemala over the Toledo District;

2. to revise the sea limits between Guatemala and Belize waters, the Sarstoon
River, the Bay of Amatique and the Ranguana cayes, and

3. to provide an outlet for products of El Peten through the Toledo District.

1 wish to state categorically that there is no substance to any of these
allegations and that cach and every one of them is false. There is no secret
agreement negotiated, or in existence, or, for that matter, even contemplated
between the governments of the United Kingdom, Belize and Guatemala. The last
discussion between these three countries, which were publicly announced, and
took place in July of this year at official level, when determined efforts

were made to explore the type or class of ingredients which one day, if accept-
ably negotiated, might constitute a possible agreement on this ancient dispute.
This exercise has yet to identify acceptable items which might comprise the
solution for which we search. : : :

Tt seems appropriate Mr Speaker to repeat the policy of the Governmment of
Belize. This Government patiently and assiduously applies itself to the search
of a solution of the differences which have existed between the governments of
United Kingdom and Guatemala for so many years. We wish to win the recognition
of the independent Belize by Cuatemala, within our existing boundaries. We
continue to foster the friendship and cooperation of our two peoples. In doing
so, however, Government recognizes a responsibility and a duty to consolidate
the independence of Belize, to defend its territorial integrity--without yield=-
ing one ‘square ‘centimeter of Belizean territory-—and to defend the sovereignty
of the Belizean people over their territory against all comers. If and when
proposals are reached which might constitute a solution of this difficult
problem, those proposals shall not be accepted and ratified by this Govern-
ment or any other Government formed by the People's United Party without
consultation with all the people of this country and their approval.

Finally, Mr Speaker, I wish to refute the idea that there exists a conspiracy
between the Prime Ministers of the U.K. and Belize. Their relationship is one
of trust and confidence, of cooperation and harmony, of friendship and under~
standing. It is their common purpose that together they work for the defence
of Belize against any military threat from Guatemala arising out of this

- dispute. We welcome, and repeat, our gratitude to the Government of the U.K.
and the people of that country who are prepared to put the blood of British
young men on the line for the defence of the territorial integrity of Belize.

“ T state further, Mr Speaker, that the relation between Government of Belize
and each and every country of North America has never been more cordial and
friendly. Our association has grown in the last 3 years with deeper trust .
and greater understanding which has led to cooperation in many areas-and
which continues to grow into a relationship of interdependence. The Govern-
ment of Belize has found no cause or need to neutralize this fruitful rela-
tionship in order to open the doors to any other country, Cuba, other Social-
ist countries or otherwise. :
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Elections do tend to create opportunity for false rumours, for distortion of
the truth, and for outright falsehood. It can only be a sign of desperation,
however, when at such an early stage in the campaign, efforts are being made
to win votes by the creation of fear and panic to the injury and detriment of

the welfare of our country.

CSO: 3298/241
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BELIZE

BRIEFS

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS--Radio Belize announced on Wednesday that town board elec~-
tions will be held late next year. The announcement said in part that the
Minister of Local Government, Mr Louis Sylvestre after meeting with Mayors

of the district towns has agreed that the Town Board elections scheduled to
be held this year should be postponed to the second Wednesday in November
1985.° Fixing the date for Town Board elections is a matter which the Min-
ister of Local Government is empowered to do. The release adds that the
Minister also agreed to issue an order "enabling all Mayors and Councillors

to continue office until the new elections are held." Political observers

say the reason for delaying the municipal elections may be a direct result of
this year's general elections on December l4th. The workload on the elections
machinery--the Elections and Boundaries Commission--would have been far too
heavy due to next month's elections. [Text] [Belize City DISWEEK in English
23 Nov 84 p 1]

NEW SUNDAY TIMES EDITION--On 28 November and 5 December, without prior
announcement, the Belize City BELIZE SUNDAY TIMES publishes a somewhat
smaller paper (6 pages, half or less of the size of the regular weekly Sunday
edition) titled THE BELIZE TIMES, with the subtitle "idweek Edition." The
inside pages of the 28 November issue carry the heading THE BELIZE SUNDAY
TIMES on some pages; all inside pages of the 5 December issue are headed THE
BELIZE TIMES. Neither the Sunday nor the midweek editions for the period

11 November through 9 December indicate whether this new semiweekly format
is temporary, possibly linked to the forthcoming general elections, or will
continue as a more permanent feature. Volume numbers for the midweek edi-
tions continue in sequence with those for the Sunday editions. [Editorial
Report]

PETROLEUM SECURITY--Belize City, Fri. Nov. 23--Our sources say the PUP govern-
ment, in a last, desperate bid for reelection, is preparing to make a big
hullaballoo about some kind of oil strike on election eve. (On "illegal”
television, incidentally.) The petroleum industry, like any other, has
dangers if not properly and honestly administrated, as witness the natural

gas explosion in Mexico City early Monday morning this week. The explosion,
which is being blamed on the Mexican state monopoly PEMEX, killed hundreds

and injured up to a thousand. [Text] [Belize City AMANDALA in English

23 Nov 84 p 1]
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CDB ASSISTANCE--The Government of Belize has signed a $1 million agreement
with the Caribbean Development Bank--CDB--to improve the economic and social
status of low income families. The grant agreement with funds channeled
through the CDB by USAID was signed last week by the Prime Minister and
Minister of Finance, Mr George Price. A spokesman in the Ministry of Finance
said that the '"project is to expand and conserve the stock of social and
economic infrastructure essential to future growth." This basic human

needs project will provide more basic services and employment and use labour
intensive methods for the maintenance and expansion of the social infra-
structure. Proposals under the project include more Health Centres, Primary
Schools, a Vocational Training Centre, a Community Centre, village electrifi-
cation and the improvement of water systems. [Text] [Belize City BELIZE
SUNDAY TIMES in English 9 Dec 84 p 4]

FOREIGN EXCHANGE CRUNCH-~The seasonal demand for foreign exchange at this
preelection time of year has been putting a strain on the Belize foreign
exchange position. A number of small and medium sized businessmen have
reported that they have not been able to secure adequate foreign exchange
since the first week of November. Mr Swift, Governor of the Belize Central
Bank told THE REPORTER today--that there had been some delays because of an
increased demand for U.S. funds which cannot be identified with the seasonal
fluctuation. But in fact the Central Bank does have foreign exchange which
it is making available to the business community, Mr Swift said, and those
who come for foreign exchange permits in the ordinary way can get foreign
exchange at this time. [Text] [Belize City THE REPORTER in English

2 Dec 84 p 9] : ;

CSO: 3298/244
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BERMUDA

RATIONALE FOR, THREAT POSED BY U.S. BASE DISCUSSED
Hamilton THE WORKERS VOICE in English 9 Nov 84 pp 3,4
[Column by Alvin Williams: "The Other Alternative']

[Excerpts] Once again the vulnerability of Bermuda as a first-strike target,
in a possible nuclear exchange between the United States and the Soviet Union
has been highlighted. ' ‘ » :

A six-page story, published in the SUNDAY TIMES MAGAZINE, by British journal-
ist, Simon Winchester, carried enough sting to prompt premier John Swan to
stand in line to buy a copy. T understand he snapped up ten~--presumably to
enlighten his Cabinet on the military activities in almost 10% of Bermuda's
land area. ' '

His professed ignorance on the subject is such that, if it became generally
known among the nations of the world community, could very well make Bermuda
the laughing stock of the world.

Or an object of pity, that its leaders lack of understanding of world affairs,
and of where Bermuda stands with regard to the protection of its own national
interests.

U.S. Authority

The U.S. Base commander, Captain Donald Gentry, was quick to deny that there
were any secret military activities being carried out on the Base.

However, the bottom line is this. Under the terms of the Land-Lease Agreement,
made between Britain and the United States, the Base commander is not under any
obligation legal or moral, to tell the Bermuda Government anything about the
nature of military policies, with regard to the U.S. Base.

Bermuda was a British colony when this agreement was worked out, and it is
still a British colony today. Therefore, we have no say, until Bermuda
becomes an independent country.

Hence, the former Base commander was within his rights, under the terms of
the Land-lLease Agreement, to authorise missile test firings within Bermuda's

territorial waters, (as happened recently).
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It should be remembered that, at the time of the missile scare, the Base com-
mander did not say: "I have overstepped my legal bounds. I am sorry." He
said: "It won't happen again, without the Bermudian Government being told.”

I would suggest that readers go to the Bermuda Library and get a copy of that
Land-Lease Agreement. In it you will see that the United States has full
sovereignty rights over the lands it occupies. Those rights, in many
respects, pre-empt the normal governmental rights of the Bermudian Government,

Also, unlike other countries that have Base agreements, between their govern-
ments and the United States, the U.S. does not pay rent to the Bermuda
Govermment for the use of the land.

Another example of American power, under the Land-Lease Agreement, is the
fact that the Bermuda police cannot go onto the Base and make an arrest
without permission from the Base commander. ‘

At the same time, a Bermudian who commits an offence within the leased area
can be brought before an American court, sitting in the leased ‘area, if such
an offence is deemed not punishable under Bermudian law,

Immigration laws, customs and tax duties on goods brought in by the Americans
for the Base, are all outside Bermudian law. Even with respect to the use of
military vehicles outside the Base, no licencing fees are paid to the Bermuda
Government, nor are the vehicles subject to yearly TCD road-worthy tests.

However, an American who wants to drive nommilitary vehicles on Bermudian
roads, must get a Bermuda driver's licence. This is a small concession to
Bermuda's laws, but it still doesn't obscure the reality that much concerning
the operation of the Base is outside the application of Bermudian law.

In exchange for 50, U.S. World War I, 1200-ton destroyers, Britain agreed to
turn over land areas in Bermuda, Jamaica, St. Lucia, Antigua, Trinidad, the
then British Guiana and Newfoundland, in Canada. All these areas were turned
over to the United States, in exchange for the ships. :

So you see, Bermuda was not the only colony affected by the Land-Lease
Agreements.

Dispossessed Bermudians

This was not a happy time for Bermudians and especially those living in St.
Davids, who were about to lose their properties. Many were heartbroken,
that they were going to lose the land that their forefathers had lived on and

farmed for generatiomns.

In fact, it took the personal intervention of one of Bermuda's influential
landed gentry to persuade the people that they must give up their lands. He
chaired a meeting in St. Davids, where there was much talk of patriotism and

of how England needed the sacrifice.
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That was the extent of the then Bermudian Government's participation in the
‘turning over of some 10% of our iand area. They rubber-stamped the whole
deal.

At first, the Base was an asset to Bermuda. It provided jobs and, after the
war, Bermuda was able to use the airfield and develop a tourist trade. No
one can dispute that.

However, times have changed. There are not many Bermudians working at the
Base any more. Even the question of food and other supplies being bought
from Bermuda's business concerns does not apply. The Base is totally self-
contained now.

These are not the reasons why I object to the Base being here. 1t is the
nuclear threat and the role Bermuda is playing in the NATO defence system
that concerns me.

The next war will be nothing like World War II. It is quite clear that this
Base's primary mission is to hunt Russian submarines.

(The Typhoon class submarine is one of Russia's most modern subs. It is

some 25,000 tons and carries 20 multinuclear missiles, with a range of over
5,000 miles. By 1990, the Russians will have at least six of these monsters
deployed off the American coast, along with its other submarines, all capable
of carrying the nuclear punch.)

The United States has taken steps to protect itself from such a threat.
Bermuda is but a cog in the American defence machine.

The question is, do Bermudians have legitimate defence interests? We never
hear any talk about Bermudian interests.

The way I see it, Bermuda has a choice between facirig the certainty of a
nuclear attack if the U.S. Base remains here, and the .possibility of an
attack, without any US/NATO military bases on its soil.

This will become an increasingly important issue for Bermudians, if not for
the reasons I have outlined, then surely for the fact that our country is
only 21 square miles, and with the land shortage getting worse every year,
Bermudians eyes must sooner of later focus on that 10% of Bermudian land
that presently serves as a US/NATO outpost in the middle of the Atlantic.

Cs0: 3298/227
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BERMUDA

PLP ANNUAL CONFERENCE EYES‘PERSONNEL, FISCAL ISSUES
Financial Report
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 15 Nov 84 p 1

[Text] Opposition leader Mrs Lois Browne Evans has warned delegates to the
PLP annual conference that all will be lost unless the PLP halts and takes
stock of the direction in which it has been drifting.

She said that the party was failing the people most in need, and cautioned
that a third political force "is out there waiting to seize their moment in

history."

"Decay is already in the air," Mrs Browne Evans told conference delegates in
her annual report on Tuesday night.

The Opposition Leader took a sideswipe at the party's former Secretary General,
Mrs Lovette Brangman, who resigned her office recently.

She reported her deep sadness that Mrs Brangman had to resign "and more
regrettably go to the newspaper and condemn the very executive that she had
been in close contact with for over two years without recording one word of
disapproval until recent months." :

It was to be expected that the former Secretary General must have been in an
invideous position when her husband, MP Mr Walter Brangman, was suspended,
said Mrs Browne Evans. : :

The Opposition Leader told delegates that she believed the root of the
party's leadership problem was ideological. :

She believed that the struggle was not over her ability to lead the party to
election victory, but prompted by certain people who sought to take the party
in a direction different to what it .should be. :

Mrs Browne Evans told the delegates she was a professional person who had not
forgotten her roots and a person who people believed would stand up for their

rights.
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"If T am seen by the international exempted fraternity as not being concerned
about their welfare in priority to Bermudians, there is nothing that I can do
about that, for Bermudians must come first--and particularly those most in
need and who do not have anyone to speak up for them. To represent their
interest must have top priority. To do otherwise is to deny the very reason
we exist."

' The Opposition Leader continued that if the PLP was to be another conserva-
tive party, she was in the wrong party.

"We are failing the people that are in most mneed in this Country; the evi-
dence is all around for us to behold and unless the Progressive Labour Party
halts and takes stock of what direction it has been drifting into, then all
will be lost: lost to the UBP and to us.

"o third force is out there waiting to seize their moment in history and
Bermuda will go the way of many other countries. Decay is already in the
air." ’ . . N ' : o : . . . .

Charge of Delegate 'Stacking'
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 15 NOV 84 p 2

[Text] The PLP's precarious financial status has been spelled out to
delegates to the Party's annual conference. T

PLP treasurer Mr Walter Byron told the delegates on Tuesday hight that the |
party's income during the past year had been insufficient and his job had .
been very difficult. ' ‘ i B Ca .

"Branch assessments, MP pledges, members' pledges and Central Committee
collections are all of great’COncern,"fthe treasurer said. : 4

Major fund-raising activities had resulted in very little prbfit, said‘,;,igp
Mr Byron, and the party's letter and television appeal for funds had brought
in little or no response. T o o L oo

The treasurer warned that the credit accepted by the party from the busihéss.
community was the maximum which should be permitted.

"The accounts payable exceeds $20,000, with at least two .or three creditoxéff
calling each week seeking a payment, with others refusing further credit and
demanding cash transactions in future services and purchases," he -said.. . . -

If only 20 percent—-140 people-—of the party membership pledged to give 85
per month, the party could begin to reduce and manage its credit in the com-
munity.' o : R o o . . - . . ) - .
Mr Byron said the PLP's $16,000 overdraft with the Bank of Bermuda was to be
renewed, and five more members were needed to guarantee the amount of $1,000
each for one year.
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The treasurer described as very unsatisfactory the arrangement whereby Mr
Roosevelt Brown was employed by the Party on the condition that he go out
and solicit funds from tﬁé community, from which he would be paid.

The statement of accounts presented to the delegates was accomﬁahied by an
auditor's report which was qualified in one respect.

"The Bermuda Progressive Labour Party does not maintain a register of fixed
assets," auditor Mr Alan Richardson wrote. '"Because of the absence of appro-
priate records, I was not able to verify the existence of certain fixed
assets recorded in the financial statements at a cost of approximately
$88,600." ' v

Party Leader's Report
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 16 Nov 84 p 1

[Excerpt] Outspoken PLP member Mr Skipper Ingham'yesterday accused Opposition
Leader Mrs Lois Browne Evans of ''stacking’ the party”§ anﬁua1,dglegates' con-
ference with her relatives and friends.: T o

Mr Ingham, himself a delegate to the conference, ¢laimed that among those
eligible to vote at the conference were Mrs Browne Evans' sister, two of her
nieces and several of her cousins. : - , '

In addition, he said, party organiser Mr Roosevelt Brown had gone out into
the parishes to recruit "undesirables" to act as delegates because they would

.....

give total support to the Opposition Leader's cause.. =~ ..

PLP spokesman Senator David Allen said Mr Ingham's claims were totally
incorrect and that it was impossible for any member of the executive to stack
the conference as delegates were selected by branch members.

He said that there were more than 60 delegétes to the confereﬁce and the vast
majority were not related to each other or to Mrs Browne Evans.

New 'Leftist' Deputy
Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 21 Nov 84 pp 1, 2

[Text]

. de” Richard Lynch, a self-con- . Monday night.
' fess(e:gm;;mpathiser with the left-wing ‘" An official PLP Press release announced

iti he Third World, has been that the former treasurer Mr. Walter
Elocllct':gil o:s t'deputy chairman of the Byron, who last wegk told delegates that
* Progressive Labour Party. : the Party had Tinancial p{oblems. had been
Mr. Lynch will serve as second-in-com- : “replgced” by Mrs. Aurelia Burch.
mand to Mr. Alex Scott who was re-elected It is understood that Mr. Byron was
as Party chairman at the final meeting of nominat_ed for re-election but §tood down
the PLP annual delegates’ conference on after being opposed for the position.
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“ The new treasurer, Mrs. Burch, had to

_stand down as a conference delegate for

Pembroke after it was discovered that she
was a non-financial Party member.

Mr. Donald Tuzo, who has several con-
victions for drug offences, was among six
members of the PLP Central Committee
elected from the conference floor.

Mr. Tuzo was recently re-elected as
chairman of the Party’s Pembroke branch
two years after being forced to resign the
same position because of his alleged in-
volvement in illegal drugs.

Ms. Marie Franklin was appointed as the
Party’s new secretary-general, replacing
Mrs. Lovette Brangman who resigned sev-
eral weeks ago, and Ms. Judy Parsons was
elected as assistant secretary. S

‘Mr. Roosevelt Brown was re-elected as
Party organiser, Senator David Allen as

~ public relations officer and Mrs. Mary

Hayward as membership secretary.

The six members appointed to Central
Committee were Mr. Randolph Scott, Dr.
Clark Godwin, Mr. Wayne Williams, Ms.
Ann Webb, Mr. Tuzo and Mrs. Brennel
Henry. .

The Party chairman said yesterday that
the conference had given a resounding en-
dorsement of the Central Committee’s

. management of the Party’s affairs.

“Their direction to us is to get on with
the business of the Party,” he said.

Mr. Scott said that new Central Com-
mittee included some new and young blood

- and could carry out its duties with authori-

“But T am sure we will not use this new-
found authority unceremoniously,” he said.

Mr. Scott’s new deputy, Mr. Lynch, told
The Royal Gazette that his aim would be to
assist in bringing the Party back into the
mainstream. ,

Mr. Lynch said he would be working with

cso:  3298/227
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the Party to ensure that it re-
cognised and represented the grass-roots
membership. :

He believed that some who had gone into
the PLP had taken the Party too far to the
right which was regrettable. ;

Mr. Lynch, who refers to himself as Com-
rade Lynch, admitted that he was one of
the most left-wing members of the Party,
but said he would be moving along with the
Party as a whole. .

Asked why he chose to be descibed as
Comrade Lynch, he replied that it enabled
him to identify with “those left-thinking
people of the Third World”.

Did he think that the dissidents should

" be expelled? “I think I made the motion to

expel them for 99 years and one day,” he
replied, adding that his personal view re-
mained the same. . .

"The PLP statement said that conference

.delegates had taken note of the fact that

the six dissidents had not responded to a

- Jetter sent to them in accordance with a

conference motion of last Tuesday.
“They reconfirmed, also in accordance

with that motion, the authority of the PLP

" Central Committee to act on this matter,”

the statement said.

The Party rebels had been given 48 hours
to re.spond to the delegates’ letter of *‘ad-
monition”, but failed to meet the Friday
deadline. - .

It is‘undersmod that while there was
some discussion about expelling the six at
Monday’s meeting, it was decided that the
matter should be handled by the new Cen-
tral Committee.

Mr. Scott said that he hoped it was
possible to sit down and talk with a
number of people, which could include the
dissidents themselves, in a responsible and
bem’aﬁcial effort-to begin the *“healing pro-
cess”.



BERMUDA

UBP BACKBENCHERS FLEX MUSCLES TO.IMPEDE GOVERNMENT ACTIONS

Hamilton THE ROYAL GAZETTE in English 16 Nov 84 p 1

[Text]

Premier the Hon. John Swan returned to
Bermuda yesterday to learn that the UBP

“backbench ‘had united to delay important

Government legislation. . .
The powerful backbench group — which

includes several former Cabinet membgrs

— chose yesterday’s weekly caucus meeting

‘to stage what turned out to be a successful

show of strength. ' C
The MPs flexed their muscles over the
Government’s plans to build a multi-

“million dollar waste-to-energy ‘incineration

plant on land at North Shore, Devonshire.

Legislation enabling the development to
take place, the Tynes Bay (Special Plan-
ning Provision) Act, was due to be debated

.. by the House of Assembly this morning.
But the backbenchers argued strenuously

for the two Ministers involved, the Hon.
Haskins Davis and the Hon. Quinton Ed-
ness, to agree to put off consideration of the
legislation for at least one week.

It is understood that while neither the

- Minister of the Environment nor the Mini-
ster of Works was keen to delay the debate, -
they acquiesced to the MPs’ demands that

the legislation be held over so the incinera-
tion proposals could be further discussed.

Mr. Edness told The Royal Gazette last
night that he has been happy to agree to
hold the matter over for a week so that the

backbenchers would have an opportunity to

discuss their concerns.
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_activities.

It is believed that the MPs are anxious to
present material to the Ministers which
would favour a smallef and less expensive
incineration plant than the one planned by -
Government. :

. The proposed siting of the the new plant
is also understood to be a matter of concern
to at least one MP. .

The backbenchers show of solidarity is

" less surprising than the vehiclepicked for

its demonstration.

It is common knowledge within the UBP
that backbenchers have been holding reg-

" ular weekly meetings to discuss matters to

g0 before caucus and any general concerns
about the Government's:performance and

It is also widely accepted that the group
of non-Cabinet MPs are not plotting to
unseat the Premier, but rather to ensure
that backbenchers’ views are properly ven-
tilated and represented in Government pol- -

-icy.

"What would, however, be of eoncern to
the Premier and his Cabinet would be any
orchestrated effort by the backbench to re-
ject or amend Government legislation in
Parliament. C : :

And The Royal Gazette understands that
several of the backbenchers were prepared

"to go that far if they had not won the day at

caucus yesterday. ; ‘




BRAZIL

FIRST DOMESTIC PROTOTYPES OF AM-X AIRCRAFT READIED
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Dec 84 p 6

[Text] The third AM-X subsonic fighter prototype developed jointly by
EMBRAER [Brazilian Aeronautics Company], Aeritalia and Aermacchi is
already completed. The aircraft should make its first flight in Italy in
coming days and be placed immediately in the model evaluation program in
Aeritalia together with the second prototype which flew last month.

Meanwhile, prototype number 4 is being piepared in EMBRAER. It is the first
Brazilian prototype which will be presented officially in July next year in
a ceremony at the EMBRAER industrial installation in Sao Jose dos Campos.

The second prototype was assembled at the Aermacchi installations, where on
27 August it made its first run on the runway. The inaugural flight at
Caselle, Italy, lasted for 70 minutes and was considered a success. The
first prototype had an accident in June and was completely destroyed when
it made a forced landing near Caselle. The pilot, Manglio Quarentelli,

was killed.

The third prototype was assembled by Aeritalia, and together with the
second, is going to participate in a program which is going to intensify
the tests and evaluation of the model. Brazilian pilots and technicians
are observing the final tests of the two prototypes as a preparation for
the flights which will begln next year in Sao Jose dos Campos with prototype
four.

The AM-X program initially included tests with six prototypes, which will
now be done with five aircraft. However, the three companies participating
in the two-nation agreement for the manufacture of the military jet, do

not believe there will be any delay in the approval of the model.

Expenditures

EMBRAER spent nearly $200 million in the project for its one-third share.
Another $400 million is being spent between Aeritalia and Aermacchi. The
assembly-line manufacture of that subsonic model should begin in 1986 and
the first deliveries are scheduled for the following year. There are
already orders for 200 AM-X units from the Brazilian Air Force and for 250
units from the Italian Air Force.
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The sales potential of this military aircraft on the international market

is considered 'very great' because of the high prices and maintenance costs
of supersonic military jets. The binational aircraft will cost approximately
$10 million per unit, which at today's prices means a combat jet for a cost
of nearly 50 percent less than any other available on the market.

Sales of the AM-X on the international market will be made by a company
being created by EMBRAER, Aeritalia and Aermacchi. : '

8908
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ENVOY TO GATT COMMENTS ON DEBT RENEGOTIATION, PROTECTIONISM

Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 22 Oct 84 p 15

[Text] The liberalization of Brazilian foreign trade without the negotiation
of reciprocal actions in foreign markets, and without the adoption of anti-
dumping legislation and compensatory rights against harm done by unfair
competition, may be harmful to Brazilian industry, warns the Brazilian
ambassador to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) in Geneva,
Paulo Nogueira Batista. He considers it premature.

Ambassador Nogueira Batista advocated a reformulation of the National Foreign
Trade Council (CONCEX), which should be directed by the president of the
republic and concentrate all its regulating decisions on foreign trade. He
also suggests that the Congress have a greater participation in the area of
foreign trade and that the business activity by the state in foreign sales
should be reduced.

A career diplomat, former chief of the Economic Department of Itamaraty,
former president of NUCLEBRAS [Brazilian Nuclear Corporations] and responsi-
ble for the negotiation of the Brazil-Germany Nuclear Accord, he believes
that the president of the republic himself should undertake the renegotiation
of the foreign debt in order to raise the levels of discussions between the
creditor and debtor countries.

0 GLOBO: Ambassador, as the Brazilian representative to GATT, do you be-
lieve that protectionism will tend to diminish or increase in 19857

Paulo Nogueira Batista: Protectionism should be viewed in a broader context
than the persistence of tariff and nontariff barriers which have been accumu-
lating throughout years and which were more recently aggravated because of the
economic recession which took place in the industrialized countries. Protec-
tionism in those countries is in part the result of the "peripheral" treat-
ment which questions of interest to developing countries received in the

great rounds of trade negotiations within the framework of GATT. Among others
there was the Kennedy Round in the 60's and the Tokyo Round in the 70's.
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Protectionism is also the result of problems in the areas in which the more
industrialized developing countries began showing competitive conditions.

If the developed countries were to fully accept the functioning of free trade
standards and those of the market forces, a process of industrial readjust-
ment would necessarily take place with transfers of resources to areas in
which the developed countries have competitive conditions. ‘Protectionism in
the developed world has served to delay the process of structural adjustment,
punishing foreign exporters and the national consumer himself with higher
prices for less efficient domestic products. : .

0 GLOBO: In your opinion, is it preferrable to negotiate: multiannual re-
scheduling of due debts or only those for 85? What can be best negotiated in

the matter of interest rates?

Nogueira Batista: Multiannual rescheduling in itself is not a basic question,
which is in the field of the periods of payments, particularly in the cost

of money. The rescheduling plan up to now drawn up with Brazil is practically
restricted to payments of the principal and it took place in essentially com-
mercial terms, even with increases in costs. It was, obviously, a relief in
terms of cash but it cannot be viewed as a solution of an indefinite type.

The multiyear aspect of those plans would only represent an effective con-
‘tribution if it would alleviate or reduce the rates of interest of the re-
scheduling and also consider the refinancing of the amount of interest owed.
In my opinion, even in an exclusively banking negotiation which has the
participation of the governments of the countries of the creditor banks,

it should be possible to obtain a substantial decrease in financial costs.

I also believe that it would be a greater probability in the case of Euro-
pean banks, among which there was an initial willingness to accept even lower
rates of interest than the banks paid out. This would be viable since those
banks for many years made great profits in granting loans to Brazil and con-
tinue to make them within the plan for rescheduling negotiated under the
aegis of the IMF. Moreover, this would be possible because of the fact that
those banks, according to the respective monetary authorities, are already.
preparing special provisions against possible harmful effects in the area

of foreign debts and private lenders.

In my opinion, Brazil should also consider a monetary recomposition of its
debt with international private banks, changing from the ‘dollar to the money
of the country where those banks are located. That measure would not only
facilitate the funding of the banks but, above all, would contribute to re-
ducing the rates of interest, which are in money other than dollars, lower
than those applied to operations in American money. ‘

O GLOBO: After obtaining a trade surplus of $12 billion, it is admitted in
the government itself that there will be a smaller total in 1985. That
possible reduction in the total, and the decision not to take new loans are
conflicting. Do they diminish the margin for maneuver for the new govern-
ment ? : ’ '
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Nogueira Batista: It is not easy to imagine how we can reach the i@port '

and export goals which have been revealed recently. It is not possible either
to evaluate what the true impact the measures of liberalization of imports,
which have been announced and will be implemented soon, will be.

The liberalization of imports by means of reducing trade obstacles appears

to be premature, since we have not yet finished the process of adjustment
agreed upon with the IMF, and we are practically a year and a half from its
execution in a - total period of 3 years. As a rule, this type of liberaliza-
tion should be used by Brazil as an instrument of better access to the markets
with which we trade. This means that it should be undertaken at a more
favorable time and within a framework of negotiations, not one of unilateral
concessions.

0 GLOBO: 1In your opinion, should the debt become more of a political re-
negotiation? What should be changed in the agreement with the IMF and.the
creditor banks?

- Nogueira Batista: I believe in the effectiveness of a political treatment of
the problem of the foreign debt. I believe in the need to raise negotiations
to the level of the governments of the debtor and creditor countries in such
a way as to be able to establish the basic parameters which will make feas-
ible a technical negotiation at the bank level under more suitable conditions.
The problem, ‘because of its importance, requires direct participation by the
heads of governments, who are the only ones who have the political authority,
legitimacy, and stability to handle our claims with the degree of determin-
ation which has become indispensable.

There would be much to change in the agreement with the IMF and the banks.
With the banks it would be payment periods and particularly the question of
interest rates, so that they could be reduced and capitalized. With the

IMF, it would be important to try to reformulate the internal plan recommended
-by that body in the sense of making it a little less rlgid and a little less
severe. :

It is difficult to understand how countries like Brazil are compelled to
suddenly reduce in extremely short periods the deficit of its public sector
without taking into consideration the disruptive and disorganizing effects
that such an effort could occasion, not only on economic life, but also in
the political life of the country.

In the context of a reorganization of the foreign trade sector, it would
also be well to consider the modernization of foreign trade laws with great
urgency so as to offer national industry a more sophisticated and suitable
protection than it has today. - Therefore, it seems important to me that the
country adopt specific and modern legislation on antidumping rights and
compensatory rights capable of protecting Brazilian products against harm
resulting from unfair competition.
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We should think of a specific legislation that would allow the government to
protect national products against a situation of disorganization of the
Brazilian market in a certain product, even when there is no evidence of an
unfair practice in trade.  All those measures.appear to me to be indispen-
sable in the case of a liberalization of Brazilian foreign trade. Such a
liberalization under those conditions and within a framework of negotiations
on reciprocal actions, would not in principle offer great dangers to the
national industry, which today surely has competitive conditions,
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CHAVES ASSURES LAUNCHING OF LIBERAL FRONT BEFORE ELECTIONS
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 9 Dec 84 p 12

[Text] Vice President Aureliano Chaves guaranteed that the 19th will be the
day for the launching of the Liberal Party and that this date is "unchange-
able" when he denied reports that the first formal act for the creation of
the new party could be postponed until after 15 January. "There will be no
delay," emphasized the vice president yesterday, saying.that he will be
present at the launching, which should take place in one of the offices of
the Congress.

Deputy Saulo Queiroz (MZ-Matto Grosso do Sul) explained yesterday, in turn,
that the members of the Liberal Front will go to the Electoral College
without any ties to the PDS [Social Democratic Party], even if there is mno
working time left because of the recess of the Judicial Branch for the
provisional registration of the Liberal Party in the Superior Electoral
Court [TSE].

Legislators of the Liberal Front also reacted against the report that a
third political front is being formed to be added to the PMDB [Brazilian
Democratic Front Movement] and the Liberal Front in the Democratic Alliance.
Deputy Francisco Benjamin (PE~~Pernambuco) emphasized that "what is
important is that Tancredo Neves has affirmed and reaffirmed that the
instrument that made his candidacy viable, candidacy which was made up

by the Liberal Front and the PMDB, is its performance with respect to the
nation, which will continue to be the political basis to be maintained by
his government. Outside of that everything is hypothesis and speculation
and there is no exception.”

Deputy Humberto Souto (MG) has declared that "The way to go is the Liberal
Front. To turn to the PDS or to join any other faction is a regression.”
Deputy Alberico Cordeiro (AL-Alagoas), who has not signed the Liberal Front
manifesto, believes the creation of a new political front to be "impossible."
"The situation to which they have taken the PDS is enough. It is a party
which in order to survive must change its name and performance.™
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BRAZIL

STRATEGY, PROBLEMS IN REORGANIZATION OF PDS DISCUSSED

Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 6 Dec 84 p 8

[Artlcle by Carlos Chagas. ~"Passar1nho May be the Pre51dent of the PDS as
of January"] :

[Text] The strategy for the recovery of the PDS and for removing the Maluf
influence from it has been established. It foresees the immediate return

. of Deputy Augusto Franco to the presidency of the party and the convocation

‘of a national convention after 15 January for the election of a new leader-
ship and a new Exzecutive Commission, which 'will probably be chaired by Jarbas

Passarinho.

Meetings are continuing among the various ministers and PDS [Social Demo-
cratic Party] leaders, who share a major premise: Paulo Maluf has been
defeated and if he does not want to give up ‘his candidacy, he must per-

- ceive and accept the fact that he is no loriger the master of ‘the PDS. The
candidate will move on, or has already moved on, but the party must remain.

Augusto Franco left the presidency of the:party because he disagreed with
the imposition of party loyalty in the Electoral College, which the Maluf

" .supporters concluded by approving without -his presence. ' When he resumes
that post, perhaps within the next few hours, because yesterday he received
appeals to do so, he will probably prevent :the PDS from appealing to the
Federal Electoral Court over the decision unanimously approved by the
Superior Electoral Court [TSE]. Tuesday night the TSE did not accept the
filing of the document of the National Directorate, which established party
loyalty in presidential elections. To prevent the recourse announced by the
Maluf supporters will be the first defeat of Paulo Maluf within the party.
Since his resignation has not been obtained despite several attempts, the
next step will be the reduction of his 1nfluence in the command of the

party.

Ministers Delflm Netto, Jarbas Passarinho, Marlo Andreazza, Nesto Jost,

Cesar Cals, Murilo Badaro and Leitao de Abreu are in the front line of the
movement. Yesterday, meeting with PDS leaders in his home, Cesar Cals ac-
knowledged the defeat of Paulo Maluf and added that the party exists, and
shall continue to exist, after the candidate -loses the election. Nestor Jost,
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who was present at the meetlng, was more emphatic: He said Paulo Maluf is
not going to be president of the PDS. Murilo Badaro, another who sat at.
the coffee table of the Minister of Mines and Energy, advocated the return
of decision-making to the party rank and file. For all of them there is
only one reality: The time of the candidate is going to pass or has al-
ready passed. The party needs to continue and has the conditions for
doing so provided it does not remain bound to the personal objectives of
the deputy. If he were to want to remain in the PDS, he may do so, but
without behaving as its master. ~ :

The plan being created in successive exchanges of opinion among the

leaders of what is left of what in other times was the largest party in :
the West, conceives the return of Deputy Augusto Franco to its presidency;-
particularly because he did not accept the impositions of the Maluf group
and took leave. If, perchance, he does not accept returning, moves will be
made toward Senator Amaral Peixoto, the vice president. -The tenure by one
of them will be of an emergency and transitory nature. After 15 January

it is foreseen that there will be a convocation to a National Convention--
which will elect new members for the National Leadership. They would appoint
the members of the Executive Committee, with little or no presence of Maluf
supporters, it appearing more than probable that Jarbas Passarlnho would ,
be elected to the presidency. : et

If the convention is held‘in May, as is foreseen, there will be no problem
in the election of Passarinho because he would have already left the
Ministry of Social Welfare after the inauguration of Tancredo Neves on 15
March. The law forbids ministers of state from belonging to party executive
committees even though it allows them to be in the national leadership. It
may be, however, that events may counsel the early holding of the convention
sometime after 15 January, still under the Figueiredo Administration. The
reason would reside in the need for neutralizing possible Maluf reactions,
since the candidate would not remain with crossed arms toward that veritable
"blitz"unleashed against him. 1In that case, Jarbas Passarinho would ask
President Joao Figueiredo to release him from the ministry. -

It is a state of war between the ministers and the PDS leaders, who want to
recover the party, and the candidate, who today is still the major leader

of the party. . His statements that there is no PDS leader and that he

does not accept the presence of dissidents or moderates, demanding that .

all must be considered Maluf supporters, will not be well accepted. His

own followers, who are the most involved in government, such as Ibrahim
Abi-Ackel, are retreating. The minister of justice said a few days ago that
he must carry the coffin until 15 January because of loyalty and consistency
but after that date there will be no commitment to Paulo Maluf. :

The problem is that the would—be rescuers of the PDS - are flghtlng on two
fronts. On one side they are fighting against Paulo Maluf, and on the .
_other against the Liberal Front. They seek to avoid new defections to
Tancredo Neves as much as possible and that is why they thought up the
resignation of the former governor of Sao Paulo, who would not be replaced
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by anyone. The PDS would not have a candidate in the Electoral College,
thus insuring an easy victory for Tancredo Neves., This would make possible
the recovery of a good part of its dissidents. The efforts being made are
to prevent those dissidents from formalizing their entry into the Liberal
Party, which is rapidly being formed under the leadership of Aureliano
Chaves and Marco Maciel. The Liberal Party and the PDS will compete for
the position of the second largest national party, gince the largest, with-
out a shadow of a doubt is the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Party Movement].
It now has the largest number of federal deputies, senators and governors.

The PDS members have another trump to play against Paulo Maluf: 1In case
the candidate oppose the aforementioned actions and creates problems, the
government could undertake the maneuver of having a large number of its
legislators casting blank ballots in the Electoral College, depleting the '
already depleted contingent of supporters of the candidate. Against the
efforts of the Liberal Front to form itself into a party, work has already
begun among the dissidents, particularly among the governors. If the PDS
were to be free of the Maluf influence, and perhaps of Maluf himself, why
not think twice about hurling themselves into the adventure of creating a
new party, something which is always difficult? They could return to the
revamped party and they would be very welcome.
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BRAZIL

COOD TRADE RELATIONS WITH NIGERIA RESUME
Sao Paulo FOLHA DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 11 Nov 84 p 44
[Article by Jaime Matos]

[Text] A victim of the short circuit that jolted the petroleum market 3 years
ago and caused prices to collapse, Nigeria passed from its status as one more
promising customer for our exporters of manufactured goods to the limbo made
up of high-risk purchasers. Its situation was made worse at the beginning of
1984, when Gen Mohamed Bouhari's new government sent notice of a unilateral
moratorium to 20,000 firms all over the world--to which $8 billion were owed.

In Brazil, a group of between 30 and 40 firms is holding overdue bills totaling
an unknown amount (there is talk of figures between $165 million and $300 mil-
lion) and is still waiting for the first installment to be paid in the form
stipulated by the Nigerian Central Bank: interest only--at LIBOR plus 1 percent
for 6 years, since payment of the principal will not begin until June 1987.

"We have decided not to sell any more to Nigeria,'" says Joergen Strube, chair-
man of Brazilian BASF, one of the firms that has exported without receiving
anything in return. "Rather than continue in that market, we prefer to diver-
sify right here in Latin America."

That natural distrust on the part of former suppliers is now being combated on
all fronts. Nigeria's ambassador, Olayemi Mudazir Adisa Abiola, told FOLHA DE
SAO PAULO this week: "We have finally managed to put our house in order. We
had serious administrative problems, since state agencies and state-owned en-
terprises in my country used to import goods or borrow money without any con-
trols. Now the Central Bank is completing its survey of those past deals and
taking over the reins. Any transaction now has to be registered."

With the house having been put in order, Brazilian exporters are starting to
resume their regular shipments to Nigeria. On 15 November [1984], for example,
just after the signing by President Joao Figueiredo of a protocol for the in-
tensification of trade in that direction, Cotia Trading (Brazil's third largest
trading company, with an expected billing of between $150 million and $180
million in 1984) will be making its first shipment of goods under a huge con-
tract.
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That contract, which was signed last September and is to be fulfilled within a
year, covers a broad range of products making up the list of priority Nigerian
imports—-all the way from soybeans to railway equipment and from cotton to
telecommunications equipment--and will bring in $500 million. When it ends,
another contract for the same amount will replace it.

Since PETROBRAS has arranged to buy larger quantities of petroleum from Nigeria
and there are still a few more deals that might be made--for example, an expan-
sion of petroleum-refining operations carried out by PETROBRAS for that African
country--it will not be surprising if the flow of trade (exports and imports)
hits $1.5 billion in 1985, according to Roberto Gianetti da Fonmseca, Cotia's
vice president. If he is correct, the figures will wipe out the failures in
the bilateral trade balance over the past 2 years and equal the 1981 figures,
when Nigeria bought $770 million worth of goods from Brazil and sold it $720

millionrworth.

Fonseca emphasizes that in this resumption of trade, Cotia is merely making a
commercial deal, "taking advantage of the maturing of our relationms with Lagos,
which were planted 8 years ago and which have been irrigated with hard work
that compels us to keep no fewer than 50 Brazilian employees in our local of-
fice." 1In other words, he is emphasizing that there was no interference by the
government in the negotiation of the two contracts worth $500 million each.

He says: "What we can acknowledge is that there was political help. PETROBRAS
showed Brazil's good will by increasing its petroleum purchases from Nigeria.
In turn, Nigeria favors Brazil in making its purchases of manufactured goods.
That is all. The transaction and the risks are Cotia's responsibility."

In Fonseca's opinion, the firm is not in danger of winding up in the delicate
position of a supplier with only one customer. '"On the: contrary, what we will
see is the appearance of a new challenge," he says. '"We are going to have to -
work very hard and open up new markets to offset the weight of that contract

for $500 million. It is difficult, but not impossible. The proof is that we
have already locked up contracts worth $200 million for 1985 outside Nigeria."

11798
CSO: 3342/56

56




BRAZTL

GUERREIRO FORESEES NO CHANGE IN FOREIGN POLICY UNDER NEVES
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 29 Nov 84 p 4

[Text] Brasilia--Minister of Foreign Affairs Saraiva Guerreiro does not believe
that if the opposition comes to power under former Governor Tancredo Neves on

15 March, there will be any basic changes in the current course of foreign pol-
icy. At most, there may be changes in style. The minister of foreign affairs
was speaking yesterday at the Foreign Policy Meeting sponsored by the Foreigh
Relations Committee of the Chamber of Deputies.

The minister said there had been a "maturing' of Brazilian diplomacy under the
Figueiredo administration, "which has always followed the rule of specific,
frank, and fluid dialogue" while never forgetting the national interest. '
Saraiva Guerreiro took advantage of the opportunity to take stock, as this ad-"
ministration comes to an end, of his 6-year stint in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. During that period, the international scene was marked by political
and economic deterioration. He paid particular attention to examining the ef-
fects of the economic crisis, recalling that the poor countries have been
affected--"and the proposals for reformulating the economic system have made
no headway.” ' o

Latin America

The priority assigned by the Figueiredo administration to Latin America was
recalled by Guerreiro. He said that Brazil has always tried to be honest: "We
never told a country--a foreign government--anything that did not correspond to
what we were thinking. We never told any country something different from what
we told another. This helped us greatly. That was the case, for example,
during the Falklands episode. On the one hand we had Argentina, with which we
were cultivating special relations, and on the other, there was Great Britain,
with which we also had friendly relations. And the conflict ended with no
change in our relationship with either country."

Praise

Cuerreiro praised himself, saying that "what we were looking for was not head-
lines or dramatic effect." According to him, the path followed was "that of
solidity and confidence, and I have no doubt that we were successful."
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The minister hopes that his successor will have more time to devote to foreign
policy. "This is now the case with me, thanks to the decentralization brought
about by the recent reform." That reform, much criticized in Congress and the
press, established four under secretariats and deflated the importance of the
departments, which had previously been the ministry's most important organiza-
tions after the Office of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. Critics said that
"the reform was carried out only to give jobs to the large number of Brazilian
ambassadors, who outnumber third secretaries."
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¥ BRAZIL

‘SERRA TO AID NEVES IN FORMULATING ECONOMIC PLAN
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 29 Nov 84 p 6
[Article by A.T.C.]}

[Text] Governor Franco Montoro confirmed yesterday that his
secretary of planning, Jose Serra, will help Tancredo Neves,
the Democratic Alliance's candidate, formulate an economic
plan for the country. But Montoro said that it would be
simply a matter of cooperation on the part of Serra, who
will continue to perform his duties in the Sao Paulo govern-
ment. As he explained, this is not the first time that
Tancredo Neves has asked for help from Sao Paulo, but none
of the secretaries is committed to the future cabinet of the
Democratic Alliance's candidate.

On being asked about the reports that Serra would join
Tancredo's government team, Montoro denied it, saying: "You
are rushing things and mixing up events. Sao Paulo has al-
ready cooperated with candidate Tancredo Neves on several
occasions—-in connection with sanitation and data processing.
Now he is asking for cooperation again, this time in the eco-
nomic area. And as part of the team, fellow worker Jose
Serra will lend his aid, but without any commitment to the
future cabinet."

Ideological Preference

The appointment of Secretary of Planning Jose Serra to be part of the Tancredo
Neves team and help formulate the emergency program for the government to be
elected involves two interesting consequences that deserve analysis.

In the first place, it is essential to disclose that some Sao Paulo economists
whose ideological preferences link them to leftist movements fear that the for-
mer mayor of Sao Paulo, Olavo Setubal, will wind up being confirmed as the pos-
sible minister of planning in the next administration.

Like engineering, economics is not a science in which there is leeway for
"leftwing" or "rightwing" views. All the same, there is a group of technocrats
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in that sector who hold out hopes of seeing the new administration adopt less .-
"orthodox" stands that will satisfy the political aspirations identified with
the leftists. : ‘ :

And it is needless to emphasize that Olavo Setubal, one of the most prominent
individuals in the Brazilian economic world, is excluded by his stands from any
involvement with the Left. Strictly speaking, his conduct rules out conces-
sions of an ideological nature and clearly places him on the side of free en-
terprise and against the process of state control.

Olavo Setubal is too comservative fbﬁ the politicians haVing a love affair_with
the Left. With him at the head of the Ministry of Planning, they say, nothing
would be different: nothing would change substantially. . From that perspective,
therefore, the ideal thing would be to clear the way for economists having a
more 'advanced" view of contemporary problems--in line with the ideas advocated
by a few economic bigwigs who have become notable through their opposition to
Delfim Netto. : :

From all indications, that is the context surrounding Jose Serra's appointment
to collaborate on the Tancredo Neves team, because it creates the possibility
of producing an accomplished fact and then continuing from there. 1In short,
it is necessary to occupy the position in question before the sober Olavo
Setubal fills the void on the strength of his competence.

It is obvious that Tancredo Neves is not naive, nor is he uninformed. He can
spot political games better than anyone. If he is encouraging and promoting

greater prestige for Jose Serra, it is probably because he expects to collect
dividends which are difficult to identify at this moment.

The Sao Paulo secretary is not a man with an easygoing temperament. In the
Montoro government, besides not accomplishing anything that might dignify his
biography, he has had disagreements with so many people that he has come to be
opposed by a good percentage of the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic Movement Party]
as though he were an adversary. With rare exceptions, the state assemblymen
in particular do not like him. However, he is a strong member of Franco
Montoro's team, so strong in fact that he has already gotten rid of two secre-
taries: Horacio Ortiz (transportation) and Paulo de Tarso Santos (education).

If he actually does join the Tancredo Neves team and leave the [state] govern-
ment, it is possible that his departure will be viewed with relief by the po-
litical class. And here is where a question arises: is it possible that the
discontent with him has helped encourage his move to the federal sphere?

That question--with a moderate dose of venom--is being asked by the politicians
who are least irritated with Jose Serra. Olavo Setubal, who never lost his po-
litical rights, was never in exile, and has no ties with leftist groups, will
keep tabs from a distance on this inchoate start of work by the Tancredo team.
In the opinion of some PMDB members, his status as a ''mew convert" to the oppo-
sition is unpardonable. After all, the characteristics that helped push him

to the fore are now being used by those intending to oppose him in an attempt
to keep him out of the next administration.
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Court Appointment

Durlng an interview at Bandeirantes Palace the day before yesterday, Governor
Franco Montoro told Deputy Evandro Mesquita that he would not appoint the new
member of the Sao Paulo State Court of Accounts until next year. He has re-
ceived several applications for the vacancy opened up by the retirement of
Oswaldo Muller da Silva and does not yet know which to consider.

Evandro Mesquita himself asked the governor to appoint a state deputy as re- -
quested in a unanimous letter sent by the party bloc in the Legislative As-
sembly. But the governor explained that he intends to choose an acting adviser
from a list of three names (from among those approved by the Assembly) and to
make his final choice next year.

One interesting point: the acting adviser will have to agree, as a condition
for being appointed even temporarily, not to seek permanent appointment. The
strongest competitors for the lifetime appointment are Deputies Israel Dias
Novaes and Paulo de Tarso Santos (a former secretary) and Pub11c Prosecutor
Ronaldo Marzagao, the latter as a technical solution.
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BRAZIL

CALS PREPARES LIST OF PROJECTS*TO AVOID ENERGY RATIONING'C‘
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 29 Nov 84 p 28

[Text] Brasilia--Minister of Mines and Energy Cesar Cals said yesterday that
he is preparing a list for the next administration of all the projects that
must be approved in 1985 to avoid energy rationing in 1990. His list is based
on the assumption that the current rate of increase in consumption--12 percent
per year--will continue through the end of this decade, making it necessary to
double the capacity from 40,000 megawatts to 80,000 megawatts within 6 years.

That growth in consumption of about 12 percent annually exceeds all the fore-
casts made by the electric industry since 1981, when ELETROBRAS [Brazilian
Electric Power Companies, Inc.] drew up the "plan for energy supplies through
the year 2000" or "Plan 2000," which forecast annual growth on the order of
10.1 percent between 1985 and 1990. The most recent working hypothesis--the
so-called alternative hypothesis--was prepared in April 1984. It predicted
annual growth on the order of 8 percent. It was on that basis that General
Costa Cavalcanti, chairman of ELETROBRAS, was considering the need to invest
36.4 trillion cruzeiros between 1984 and 1988 in the area of electricity gen-
eration, transmission, and distribution.

If correct, the new forecasts of growth in electricity consumption will require
even larger investments. Currently being built, completed, or expanded in the
North and Northeast are plants with a total capacity of 32,833 MW. They include
Balbina (300 MW), Curua Una (40 MW), Tucurui (3,960 MW), Presidente Castello
Branco (234 MW), and Samuel (217 MW). In the Center-West, South, and Southeast,
there are Corumba (350 MW), Igarapava (200 MW), Nova Anhandava (300 MW),

Angra 1, 2, and 3 (3,307 MW), Ita (1,315 MW), Jacui (350 MW), Candiota (350 MW),
Presidente Medici (320 MW), Tres Irmaos (640 MW), Porto Primavera (1,800 MW),
Rosana (320 MW), Taquarucu (500 MW), Ilha Grande (2,000 MW), Segredo (1,260 MW),

and Binational Itaipu (12,600 MW).

Another 38,500 MW are in the planning or design stage. Among those that re-
portedly need to be accelerated to go into operation in 1990 are the second
phase of Tucurui (3,960 MW), Santa Isabel (2,300 MW), Xingo (5,000 MW), Pedra
do Cavalo (600 MW), and Jiparana (400 MW) in the North and Northeast. Said to
be on the agenda in the South and Southeast are Sao Paulo's two nuclear power—
plants (Peruibe 1 and 2 (2,400 MW)) and the hydroelectric plants at Salto
Caxias (1,000 MW), Machadinho (1,200 MW), and Cachoeira Dourada (285 MW).
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Cals said that in principle, no decision to build plants will be made during

the remainder of this administration unless there is an urgent threat of ration-
ing, but that the next administration will receive a complete listing including
all the steps taken to date to proceed with the bidding process or contracts in
connection with civil projects. This will permit an immediate decision concern-—
ing tenders or the signing of contracts--as, for example, in connection with

the second phase of Tucurui, whose civil projects will be executed by Camargo
Correa. '

A source in the power industry acknowledges that if the next administration
decides not to allocate funds of that magnitude--nearly 40 trillion cruzeiros—-
to the electricity sector over the next 6 years, an alternative would be to
cancel the current program for thermal electricity, which calls for the utili-
zation of 9,000 MW by 1990 to replate”petroleum‘products'with electricity.
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BRAZIL

GATT DECISION ON SERVICES VIEWED AS COMPROMISE
Brasilia CORREIO BRAZILIENSE in Portuguese 1 Dec 84 p 12
[Article by Frota Neto: "GATT Has an Intermediate Solution"]

[Text] Geneva--As was foreseen, yesterday afternoon's final decision on
services adopted by the Annual General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs—-
GATT--was a compromise solution. By means of an understanding between the
two parties, it will be up to Hans Ewerloff of Sweden, in the name of the
member countries, to organize an "exchange of information on services.
The decision was left, therefore, between the two positions at opposite
ends. One side, represented by the United States, wanted GATT itself to
make those studies, with emphasis that they should be implemented immed-
iately. The other side, headed by Brazil believed that such an idea was
debatable and at least premature.

An intermediate solution finally prevailed. There were no losers or
winners, according to Ambassador Paulo Nogueira Batista, chief of the
Brazilian mission to the United Nations in Geneva. He said: ''The GATT
system as a whole was strengthened by the episode." Actually, different
decisions were adopted in areas such as agriculture and counterfeiting
(unauthorized copies). However, there was no progress at all in safe-
guarding high technology products. . As far as the service sector was
concerned, the key piece in the concerns of the government and executives
of companies considered of "national capital" in Brazil, here is a summary
of what was debated and how the situation remained after the decision

adopted yesterday.

The proposal forwarded by the United States requested that in'the meeting
ending yesterday it be decided that 1) a task force be created in GATT for
the exchange of information on the service sector; 2) such task force would
have the GATT secretariat as its secretary; and 3) on the basis of the
results of that task force, there would be an examination at the next annual
GATT meeting "on whether or not some multilateral action on the commerce in

services is appropriate or desirable.”

According to what was decided yesterday, the United States will not get the
task force, but obtained approval for the study to be made. The study will
be made under the direction of a representative of a member country (Sweden)

64




and not under the bureaucracy of GATT. Moreover, if the GATT secretariat

is not going to direct or be the secretary of the work, it will be up to
him to perform that task and to make an analysis of the final results of the
study.

Despite the fact that it appeared only to reproduce the ministerial resolu-
tion of GATT in 1982 on services in its entirety, the agreement yesterday
introduced two changes in that resolution which could represent (in the
future) the approval of the study on services by GATT (and not by agencies
such as UNCTAD, which view the North-South context on the basis of world
economic relationships). Therefore, the acceptance of GAIT as a forum, even
though preliminary, for talks and negotiations on services, was being inter-
preted as a step forward for expanding the purview of GATT as a regulator
and disciplinarian of "trade in merchandise and services," exactly what

the United States wants.

Status of Brazil

In a first interpretation, yesterday's decision on services, as far as
Brazil is concerned, appears to change two items. The first of them is

that Brazil will now have to make its national studies on services.’ There-
fore, it will officially have to explain its world position in that sector
and in that manner view its double position: it is expansionist with respect
to foreign markets and protectionist with respect -to domestic markets. The
second point is that even indirectly Brazil accepted a deadline for the
examination of the suitability of the regulation of services. That ex-
amination must be made in the November 1985 meeting. ' Co

It is obvious ‘that counting from 1982, date of the first attempt by the
United States, Brazil gained 3 years.  But it mist be specifically more
pressured as of now, which does not prevent it from once more seeking to
gain time, particularly in the establishment of all the questions to be
negotiated, including which forum will be the ‘most appropriate, GATT or some
other international agency. S : :

At any rate, it is necessary to acknowledge that yesterday, as in November
1982, Brazil only gained time, although it continues to be against the U.S.
theory of "regulating" (translation: liberalizing") the trade in services.
The relationship of Brazil in that case has to be placed in a broader
context of its relationships with the United States. The United States

is the main creditor and main trade partner of Brazil. There are bilateral
trade agreements, which are vital to Brazil, with the United States. Viewed
" in that way, the weapons of pressure of the United'States are not puny as
far as economic weight is concerned. In the political context, it remains
4 matter for the next president because the services sector is the key
piece for large sectors of the so-called "national ‘enterprise"” (banks,
insurance companies, heavy construction, among others), which are today in
a preeminent position in the presidential succession.
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BRAZIL

BRIEFS

HARRIER OPTION CLARIFICATION--The minister of the navy yesterday distributed
the following note to the press: "With respect to material published in the
newspaper O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in its 11 December edition on the option for
purchasing aircraft for the light aircraft carrier "Minas Gerais," written
by Roberto Godoy, the Ministry of the Navy does not endorse the aforemen-=
tioned material. It also explains that neither the Admiralty nor any

other "agency of the naval administration has made a decision on the pos-
sibility of buying aircraft of the Sea Harrier type to equip that ship or
any of the others of itsg fleet. - The navy also ‘declares it is not participa~-
ting in negotiations, which according to that writer are allegedly being
made in that respect involving the provision of turboprop T-27 Tucano
aircraft of EMBRAER [Brazilian Aeronautics Company] to Great Britain."
Editor's Note: Newspaperman Roberto Godoy replies: "l. At no time does

the O ESTADO material state that the Navy had formalized options for the
purchase of the Sea Harrier aircraft, but only that the fleet is studying

as "is routine, the English combat aircraft as an alternative for equipping
the "Minas Gerais" aircraft carrier. 2. The high sources in Admiral
Alfredo Karan's office, questioned by the newspaper in the preparation

of the article, once more confirmed yesterday night the correctness of

the information contained in the material." [Text] [Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE
SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Dec 84 p 6] 8908
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CHILE

BRIEFS

SUPREME COURT REJECTS CHURCH REQUEST--The Chilean Supreme Court has rejected

a Catholic Church request to investigate the disappearance of 14 communist
militants who were arrested or kidnapped following the 11 September 1973
fascist military putsch. Relatvives of the 14 militants accused the judges

of shamelessly failing to fulfill their duties. The Catholic Church's
Vicariate of Solidarity [Vicaria de la Solidaridad de la Iglesia Catolica]

and the Association of Relatives of Missing Detainees [Agrupacion de Familiares
de Deternidos Desaparecidos] stated that according to a recent statement by
Andres Antonio Valenzuela, a deserter from the Chilean military regime's
intelligence services, those 14 communist militants were murdered between

July 1975 and November 1976 after being tortured in clandestine barracks and
jails. The Vicariate of Solidarity also reported that relatives of five in-
dividuals under detention at National Intelligence Center branches were not
allowed to visit the detainees, although an order issued by the Santiago Court
of Appeals granted them the right to visit their relatives. [Text] [Havana
International Service in Spanish 1600 GMT 8 Jan 85 PA]
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CHINESE PLEDGE AID DURING PORTSMOUTH MAYOR'S VISIT

Roseau THE NEW CHRONICLE in English 16 Nov 84 p 1

[Text]

CSO:

Portsmouth  Mayor
Renwick Jean Pierre
returned to the State
Fctng an ofbctal govel

eting an official good-
mllmvligmt to the People’s
Republic of China.

e in China the
mayor_visited projects
related to agro-industry,
housmg fishing, tourism

cement manufac-

ture and Educational’
development in various:

parts of the country. He
also (\)nslted mstgncal
museums, and

pressive hlstoncel

structures including the
2000 years old great

wall of the le.
releasepe?r%m the

| Mayor reveals that

the course of
offici discussions,
representatives of the
eople’ tRepl?tf;h t
eople’s ! cC o
China

e
solidari g the
people of the Caribbean

in general and to
g agreed

contribute 1
gﬁe;/elopnmnt projects in

Portsmouth, mz 3

the financmg of a Mult\-
Purpose Cultural
3298/245

Centre, but subject to
the approval of the
Government of
Dominica. ‘
The Mayor received
the unanimous approval

of the Portsmouth Town"

Council, at a

held on 'I‘uesci.;gemllg |

November, for a -
ance of the offer of

Chinese Government for
the erection of

Centre at Portsmouth.
The cost has been
estimated at E.C. $1
million exclusive of self-

help contributions from
the - Portsmouth Com-

- munity. The proposal

w111 now be presented to
government  for
conmderatlon
‘It is the Mayor’s hope,
the release concludes
that his visit, first by an
elected official m
Dominica to China will
contribute towards the
establishment of
dxplomatm relatugl)]s;i

fmen
p'between the
aaoples of Domlmca and

people of
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GUYANA

PNC REGIONAL CONFERENCES HEAR FROM PARTY OFFICIALS
Burnham Message
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 25 Nov 84 p 5

[Text] Leader of the People's National Congress Cde. Forbes Burnham sent a
message to the Annual Regional conference of Region Six last weekend. The
message reads: o '

"It is now some four years since we have established the National Congress of
Local Democratic Organs, a systém“Which'seeks to enable greater participation
of the masses of Guyanese in the development and the future growth of their
country. ' ‘ C

This system still has some setbacks, of which we are aware, but the evidence
testifies that gradually we are able to transform our society away from an im-
ported or transplanted model of Local Government into one that is more appro-
priate to our Environment and our aspirations. s ‘

Throughout Guyana in all 10 Regioms, there are at this time, meetings and con-
ferences of this kind. The results of these conferences are very significant
because they represent what the people will have deliberated on, and selected
for themselves. This is how it must be, for only from among the people can
there be adequate clarity in the conception of their needs. o

As you gather for your conference may I take the opporfunity to wish you every
success in your deliberations and may you recognise from your indepth considera-
tions of the issues, you deal with, the magnitude of the tasks that lay ahead

of you. S e,

It is my ardent wish that every one of you will realise in the coﬁrse of this
conference that you have to resolve to be of greater service inhthe(yéar ahead.

General Secretary's Speechv
Georgetown NEW. NATION in English 25 Nov 84 p5

[Text] General Secretary of the People's National Congress, Cde. Ranji Chandis-
ingh, told the people of Region Six, last weekend that the People's National. :
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Congress, under the astute leadership of Cde. Forbes Burnham, has made Guyana a
haven of peace and stability over the past 20 years.

Addressing hundreds of delegates, observers and invitees at the East Berbice/
Corentyne Third Annual Regional Conference, at the Corriverton Primary School
last weekend, Cde. Chandisingh said that the efforts and hard work by the Peo-
ple's National Congress have brought about the kind of peaceful atmosphere Gu-
yanese are now enjoying. '

He declared that we must count our blessings for having a leadership that not
only brought peace and stability to our land, but which is standing up to all
the pressures being applied by internal and external forces.

Cde. Chandisingh pointed out that the People's National Congress under Cde Burn-
ham has been pursuing the sort of policies and approaches which are consgistent
with the policies of a really national Party, rather than a sectarian Party.

It is a Party that seeks and embraces all the people of our country, he said.

He called for national unity to improve the economic and social well-being of
the masses and not to allow factionalism to be a hindrance. Rather, all must
work to préserve, at all cost, the unity which now prevails.

The PNC General Secretary added that agents of imperialism were trying desperately
to create confusion and to cause disunity. "Members of the People's National
Congress must safeguard against those veils and work to ensure than the gains
made over the years are preserved and maintained" Cde. Chandisingh told the

conference.

Cde. Chandisingh, commenting on the economic situation, declared that "we are
not in receipt of good prices for our sugar and bauxite. The cost of production
is very high while the world prices are very low, causing a severe problem be-
cause we cannot import basic commodities to meet the needs of the people."”

Reid Remarks
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 25 Nov 84 p 2

[Article by P. H. Daly]

[Text] Once again Cde Ptolemy Reid, Deputy Leader of the People's National
Congress, under the inspiration of his experience and with the courage coming
from a life time of political combatancy, has delivered sorely needed a mes-
sage to the nation.

The message was delivered at the Mackenzie High School where the Deputy Leader
was addressing a large gathering of Party members and other workers at the Re-
gion Ten third amnual conference.

Cde. Reid told the conference that if the attitudes of managers and supervisors
in Guyana are not changed in keeping with Guyana's development thrust the type
of development planned in the country will not take place.
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The Deputy Leader added that the attitude of those placed in positions to lead
must inspire those persons who are being led in the cause of development.

. He identified the recent establishment of People's Co—operative Units and the’
Neighbourhood Committees as part of the Regional system in Guyana.

V'Commenting on the attitudes of Party members Cde Reid said that the behaviour
of Party members must not be manifested in words only. They should also be
shown in deeds.

The Deputy Leader's message calls the nation to an examination of conscience.

It is specifically a call to all those neo-colonials in a position of authority,
who are feathering their own nests and the nexts of their cronies, for them to
change their ways which are in contradiction to the Socialist cause.

Whoever they are, wherever they are, and regardless of the masks of pretence
they wear, leaders who fail to lead by example sentence themselves to being
led away from the positions they parody and the authority they misuse.

CSO: 3298/251
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TUC HOLDS SPECIAL CONFERENCE, STANDS FIRM AGAINST GOVERNMENT;

CHRONICLE Report

Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 18 Nov 84 p 1

[Text]

Delegates attending the openi
of the Guyana Trades Union Congress hav
dealing with the new type of bandits wh
households, but also called on the Ministr

reports made against the Police.

Delegates attending the conference
Critchlow Labour College also dealt

GUYANA

ng day of the two-day special conference

e praised the Police for their efforts in

o kick down doors in their attempt to rob

v of Information to investigate certain

in the Joseph Pollydore Auditoriﬁm;bf the
with the condition of the Brickdam lock-ups

and discussed the situation in Grenada, wages and salaries and the Voice of La-
bour newspaper and radio programme.

The report submitted by Cde Joseph Pollydore, General Secretary of
ac;epted by delegates after six hours of debate. '

Today delegates are expected to discuss the treasurer's report and
than 100 motions. .

Charges Against'Gov't

‘Georgetown.CAIHOLIC STANDARD in English 18 Nov 84 P 4

[Text]

o

THE GUYANA TUC in a release of

‘Nov. 12 last, accused the Govern-

ment of failing to bargain in good
faith and striving to dismantle
the collective bargaining process.
The issuing of the release fol-
lowed the announcement on Fri.,
Nov. 9, by President Burnham which

imposed a wage of $15.10 while
negotiations were still going on

between the TUC and Government.
This was seen by workers as an

attempt to undermine the position’

of the TUC Executive by the use

. Agct of 1984. )
. This, they argue, is borne out
by the President's accusation
against the TUC neégotiating team
of foot-dragging, when, in fact,
it was the government that was
foot-dragging.

The letter from the State Plan-
ning Secretariat, setting out the

government's position, was only
submitted to the negotiating team
on Nov. 8, the day before the
President made his announcement,
éven though it was dated 16 days
earlier, Oct. 23.
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Workers have commented that the
increase which the President im-
posed represents merely the price
of an extra box of matches a day.

They recall that they were prom-

Mr. Joseph Pollydore, pointed out
that while President Burnham

spoke of $15.10 as not prejudicing
the present negotiations between
the TUC and government, there was.;.

ised ‘a minimum wage of $14.00 a
day in 1979 and that up to today
in Nov. 1984 they are still re-
ceiving $12.71 a day.

This figure is $1.29 less than
the promised $14.00 of 1979, even
after the payments of 1980-1981.

Since 1979, moreover, the cost
of living has risen by at least
300%.

At a press conference on Mon.
Nov. 12, the TUC Executive, Chaired
by President George Daniels, prom-
ised to continue to préss for a
minimum wage of $25.00 a day.
which they claim would cost the
‘government an increase in its
wage bill of $275 million. .

On the other hand, President 4
Burnham claims that the cost would

. be $639 million.

At the conclusion of the press

conference, the General Secretary,

no indication that this figure
represented an interim pay-out.
It is therefore likely, he said,
that it represents a minimum wage.
The TUC Executive, struggling
for,$25.00 a day minimum wage,
arque that their position repre-
sents an investment in people, in
Guyana's most precious resource,
and as such in the long term
would positively affect production
and productivity.

They argue that any imposition,

no matter how apparently generous,
can only lead to weakening morale
and more loss in productiﬁe_hours.

_ Workers are determined, ‘accord-
ing to their labour representa-

“tives, to stand firm with the . ,
TUC Executive in any action they - S e
take to achieve a minimum wage of o
$25.00 a day.

Stand on Wage Issue

Georgetown MIRROR in English 18 Nov 84p1l

[Text] Workers throughout the country are being apprised of the state of hégo4g
tiations currently taking place between the central government and the Trades
Union Congress on the wages issue. On Monday last, the TUC executive headed’

by President George Daniels held a meeting with all affiliates to brief them on
the wages issue, following which briefing, Mr. Daniels hosted a press conference
in the TUC Board room. (See full report inside).

the affiliates opted to reject the government's of-
_ Some trade unionists pointed out that
"$15.10 can't even buy a good lunch." They therefore urged that the TUC continue
the negotiations until a satisfactory figure is reached. For bargaining pur-
poses, the TUC projects $25 per day as the new minimum wage; which is'a substan-
tial climb-down from the $38 per day projected before the change in TUC leader-
ship took place. - ‘ ‘

As announced by Mr. Daniels,
fer of $15.10 per day as "inadequate".

Mr. Daniels who fielded most of the questions (and backed up by TUC economic
adviser Dr. Clive Thomas) did not:disclose what compromise figure could be ac-
ceptable to the TUC. '

He also criticised the deteriorating situation in the economy, where production

is falling, and urged that the TUC be given a place in effective,planning, and
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not for the government to be solely involved. Dr. Thomas called for "an invest-—
ment in people' as he crit1c1sed the budget def1c1ts 1n two aspects...how it is

raised and how it is spent.

The point was also made that the TUC has no inkling of what the government may
be plamning in the wages talks, while on the other hand, the government knows =
exactly what the TUC plans. This is so because government still has some Mlnis-

ters on the TUC executive.

It is planned to 1nten31fy the TUC's Voice of Labour radio programme and to get
the Voice of Labour newspaper going agaln because of the TUC's "‘nabllity to
get its releases inserted in the media". Mr. Danlels further said that "we
have to go out and meet the workers at the1r work places so as to bring them up

to date."

General Secretary Pollydore affirmed that workers are totally dlssatlsfled with
the offer of $15 per day, but noted: 'We have no assurance from any quarter
that the $15.10 would be an interim measure'.

Daniels Address
Georgetown MIRROR in English 18 Nov 84 p'1

[Text] Hundreds of members of the Guyana Mine Workers' Union, and the Guyana
Bauxite Supervisors' Union unanimously backed a motion supporting the Guyana
Trades Union Congress in its bid to secure a $25 per day minimum wage in the
current negotiations with government.

The workers who had gathered last Thursday evening at the union hall of the
GMWU at Linden also rejected the $15.10 per day minimum as an interim payment
together with the 10 per cent increase for bauxite workers in the government's

wage package.

The workers had gathered to listen to newly elected President of the TUC,
George Daniels. It was noted by Chairman of the meeting, Lincoln Lewis, TUC
Organising Secretary and General Secretary of the GBSU, that is was the first
time a TUC President went ‘there to speak to workers.

Daniels, who was warmly welcomed, said that in the strivings of the new TUC
Executive body to defend the rights of the workers, there have been ‘threats by
elements who "feel we are against them". Referring to the "Burnham handout"
announced at the GLU Congress while negotiations were in progress, he noted
that had the TUC done that "some of us would have been in Sibley Hall." He
said it is time for the TUC to either bow or play its rightful role. Regard-
less of political pursua51ons all workers must rally together and define their
rights, he urged. Daniels, who publicly stated he supported the PNC for.a long

time, made clear his resentment of the ruling party's policies. These people,
he sa1d referring to the PNC, want you to take in Word for word what they say
and feel others have no ideas or initiatives.

Daniels gave the details of the negotiations and showed how it was the govern-
ment that was dragging its feet on the negotiations. He said it was good for
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the President of the Republic to intervene because of Eis concern for the workers.
"Burnham's concern," he said, however, 'should have‘begp shown earlier."

While speaking on wages he warned the workers not to think only of wages and sal-
aries but to show concern for the industry in which they operate and the coun-
try as a whole. The workers have a vital role to play in the industry. He
called for their active involvement. He sees the bauxite industry as pivotal

in Guyana's further development. Leslie Melville, TUC Executive Member on the
negotiating team, and accompanying Deniels said the government has a lot of

plans but unfortunately in these plans they forget the ‘lot of the people who
have to .carry out those plans. It is the duty of the TUC to always see to it
that the people's interests are upheld.

Daniels rejected all plans of the government to retrench workers. This has al-
ways been a threat, he said, when workers ask for increased wages. He disclosed
that despite assurances, certain state agencies are working on retrenchment
plans. In his view, it is not for the TUC to tell the government how to find
money for increased wages, since they were not involved in running the affairs
of the country. He expressed the view that at the moment it would serve Guyana
better if the government should use all available funds to increase the produc-
tive capacities of existing projects rather than creating new ones. It seems,
he said, that everytime someone gets a brainwave, there is a new project. The
TUC President said all should be involved in seeing that the economy gets back
on stream. R ' ,

In fejectiﬁg‘thé governmeht's présent position as unacceptable, he declared that
the TUC will continue to bargain for better wages and called on workers to assist
them in this battle.

Walk-Out, Ban on Ministers
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 19 Nov 84 p 1

[Text] Fifteen of the 24 member unions of the Guyana Trades Union Congress
(TUC) yesterday, walked out of the Congress' Special Conference contending that
the Chairman of the session (and TUC President) George Daniels acted undemocra-
tically in not permitting a member of the GLU to make a’point of order.

"The chairman acted rather undemocratically. It was an unprincipled and unusual
act by the chairman--an act not in keeping with the established procedures for
the conduct of meetings,” a spokesman for the 15 unions which are said to be
supportive of the Government, explained after the walkout.

In spite’bf‘ﬁhe walkout, representatives of the remaining nine unions proceeded
to debate amongst themselves and to pass a number of motions including one
stipulating that Ministers of the Government should not serve on the Central
Executive of the TUC. R o

Meanwhile, reliable reports yesterday indicated that the holding of last week-
end's special two-day conference is likely to be the subject of some controversy.

AP S I
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One report contended that the TUC is empowered by its constitution to convene
special conferences only to deliberate upon urgent business and not to deal with
the "unfinished business" of a previous conference as was the case with the two-
day conference which got under way at the Critchlow Labour College Saturday.

Another report contended that in a bid for the new executive to take office
speedily, last month's conference was not "adjourned" so that last weekend's
conference could not be considered a continuation of last month's.

The controversy is, therefore, likely to challenge the jurisdiction or the con-
stitutionality of last weekend's conference to deal w1th the unfinished bu31ness

of last month's conference. (GNA)

PNC Action Against Delegates

Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 19 Nov 84 pp 1, 2

[Text] Methods similar to those ‘used by Hitler against German trade unions and
labour members of parliament were employed by the PNC last week against delegates
and unions which successfully rebelled last September and freed the TUC from PNC
domination. Delegates who represented the Mortgage Finance Bank at the TUC 1984
Annual Conference were dismissed from employment, Frank Nicholson of GWU was
sent on forced leave and then dismissed, and changes in the delegations repre-
senting three unions—-Manpower Citizens Assoc1at10n, Guyana National Coopera-
tive Bank Staff Association and General Workers' Union--were commanded. Using
Gestapo methods, the regime also brought a frame-up charge and 1mprlsonment
against brother John Warde, Treasurer of GWU, for allegedly causing "malicious
damage" to two telephones at the union office.

It is expected that GWU General Secretary Edwin James, staunch defender of op-
pressed workers in other lands, will be one of the witnesses against Warde when
the case is heard before Magistrate McLennon.

The PNC entered the TUC Special Conference fresh from its Gestapo successes,
only to face defeat for the second time in two months in a democratic vote.

Last Saturday, delegates approved the suspension of the standing orders to allow
President Daniels to report on the negotiations. GLU attempted to speak imme-
diately after but were defeated on a vote by delegates that discussions of

wages and salaries should be taken under the head "motions'.

Yesterday, the pro-management unions walked out. (See TUC release on p 2)

Mr Basil Williams, the GLU lawyer-delegate, who played a big part in the manoeuv-
res which led to the walk-out, is also on the Rex McKay team representing Mr
Burnham in his libel suit against DAYCLEAN publisher Mr Eusi Kwayana. The
walk-out was led by well known employer and employer-aides Cde McDavid (Chief
Political Adviser to President Burnham), Ministers Denny & Sallahuddin and Ms
Bend-Kirton. Delegates of Field Foremen & Supervisors refused to walk out even
after being threatened and warned by a government enforcer. They remained to
play a full part in the deliberations.

76




OPEN WORD observed that the incompetence and power-drunk arrogance of PNC non-
. worker leaders made a very bad impression even on the ranks under their command.

Delegates of MPCA, CCWU, GAWU, GMWU, GFFSU, UGSA, PSU, NAACIE and GBSU continued
the work of the conference after the walk-out. The delegates who remained were
more than the required quorum and in social terms represented the backbone of
the sugar, bauxite, rice, engineering, university, medical, electricity, '
services, manufacturing and public service workers/employees.

Statement on Walk-Out
Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 19 Nov 84 p 2

[Text] The TUC issued a release on the walkout of some delegates on the second
day of its Special Conference, Nov 18. ' '

The incident took place after the President of the GTUC, George Daniels, ruled
that a point made by a delegate from the GLU was out of order and after he ad-
vised the delegate that if he was dissatisfied with the ruling, the Standing Or-
ders made provision for necessary action to be taken. The delegate, it is said,
is a lawyer by profession and works in the Presidential Secretariat. He failed
to respond to the advice of the Chairman. A walk-out by 13 affiliates, which
included many small unions, then followed. = '

After the walk-out, a count was taken. There were 9 unions present representing
more than half of organised labour and 90-odd delegates in attendance. Nearly
twice the required number for a quorum were present. The relevant TUC rules

for a quorum say that there must be one-third of the affiliated unions present,
together with 20% of the total number of delegates, of whom not more than 10
delegates shall be counted. ,

The TUC release said that the action was an obvious attempt to prevent discus-
sion of certain motions, especially the one which called for the exclusion of
government ministers from the TUC Executive Council. The release concluded by
saying that the motion debarring Ministers of Government from being seated on
the Executive Council was passed without dissent. All of the other motions pre-
sented prior to the adjournment for lunch at about 2 pm and after, were disposed
of. A spokesman for the TUC said that he hoped good sense would prevail and

the unity of the Movement, so vital at this time, would not be jeopardised.

More on Delegate Maneuvers
Georgetown MIRROR in English 25 Nov 84 pp 1, 4

[Text] Contrary to the calculations of pro-PNC unions, their dramatic walkout

of the TUC Special Conference on Sunday, November 18, failed to stop the ‘deli-
berations. On two occasions, a lawyer in the Guyana Labour Union contingent,
said to be attached to the Presidential Secretariat, raised the constitutionality
of the Conference. In his second attempt, he sought to establish that the Con-
ference had no jurisdiction to deal with the 100-odd motionms, but was ruled out
of order by the chairman, George Daniels. Delegates from 15 unions then aban-
doned the conference hall. Several did so under threat.
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A count afterwards showed that the 9 unions that remained constituted a quorum
and the business was continued. All the motions were passed but it was agreed
to summon another meeting within the next four months to consider changes to the
rules of the organisation. It was further noted that the 15 unions had 123
delegates at the conference and represented a total of 35,413 members while the
9 remaining unions had 127 delegates and represented 37,655 members. What baf-
fled the PNC was the fact that though they seem to control the majority of dele-
gates, at voting time they lose out.

Since the September 31lst Annual TUC Conference when the PNC control over the
leadership of the TUC Executive was broken, there have been attacks on that body
from different quarters. The PNC anticipates trouble brewing between this new
body and the government. President Daniels, once an ardent supporter of the rul-
ing party, has already made it clear that he would not go along with all that
party says and would continue the fight for wages and other demands.

The present rulers fear that the more militant TUC may launch out on strikes
which the economy at this point cannot withstand. They have shown too, that
they would not easily concede anything to the new TUC. There are hints that
they may take to the courts the controversy that led to the walkout last Sunday.
Daniels has been accused by PNCites of being undemocratic when in the chair.
That controversy, however, has not prevented PNC controlled unions from taking
part in meetings of the TUC that have been held subsequent to the walkout.

In addition, the TUC negotiating team met with government and though there were
disagreements, the meeting was said to have been held in an atmosphere of

cordiality.

At the Special Conference which came about as a result of a decision of the last
31st Conference to deliberate on the unfinished business of that Conference,

the PNC feared, just like in the 1983 aborted meeting, that the pro-labour bloc
had a decisive advantage. Their presence, when motions not favourable to the
government are passed, could be embarrassing, to say the least. Among the most
controversial motions was one put up by Lindeners blocking government ministers
from sitting on the TUC Executive Council. That motion was passed, but the two
Ministers presently on the Executive Council would continue in office until the

next conference.

Other motions passed condemned the Labour Amendment Act, called for a halt in
dismissals, for the restoration of May Day as a workers' day, and urged that a
majority of unions must first sanction wage agreements between TUC and govern-—
ment. One motion called for the immediate withdrawal of the bans on foodstuff—-
especially milk, split peas, fats and wheaten flour, implementation of proper
distribution, reintroduction of subsidies, effective price controls and the
re-introduction of a nationw-de school feeding programme.

Among the motions passed were those calling for free and fair elections, the
urgent need for a political solution, implementation of workers' participation

in the public sector, the government withdrawal from negotiations with the

IMF, ending of all blackmarketing in Guyana, condemnation of 'acts of aggression
against Guyana on the part of the United States Administration', comsolidation

of relationship between Guyana and the Socialist Countries, support for the Carib-
bean as a Zone of Peace, against nuclear war and for peace.
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The motions were presented with the TUC itself and aimed at making the organi-
sation democratic in its structure. ‘

Also, since the last Conference in September the pro-government forces have been
using threats against workers and their representatives who expressed sympathy
with the new TUC. Two leading members of the General Workers Union had their
names withdrawn from the delegates' list for the Conference and were later dis-
missed from their jobs. Another has been sent on long leave. John Warde, Asst.
Treasurer (Ag) was held in police custody for two days for allegedly breaking a
telephone. Also two members of the Mortgage and Finance Bank Staff Association
who were delegates to the TUC Conference were dismissed. It is understood that
others who refused to walk out with the PNC unions on Sunday last would be on
the firing line. A source in the TUC said, however, that these actions would be
combatted. In the meantime, said the source, the TUC is keeping a watchful eye
on the situation and would be careful not to be entrapped by certain acts of
wilfull provocation.

Call for Fair Elections
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 12 Dec 84 p 19

[Text] At the recent special delegates meeting of the Guyana TUC from which the
unions supporting the Government called out their members, a motion was passed
calling on the Government to hold free and fair elections before the end of 1985.

The motion sets out the conditions that were absolutely essential if elections
were to be free and fair, namely:

(1) Preparation of new electoral rolls by house-to-house enumeration under the
full control of an impartial and independent Elections Commission under whose
sole charge all future elections should be held;

(2) The elimination of (a) overseas votes; (b) proxy votes, except for those
who are engaged in elections studies or public transport away from their homes;
(¢) postal votes; and that the counting of votes should be done in any area away
from the electoral district.

In the meantime, the ruling party has once again embarked on a national regis-
tration exercise at home and abroad.

On this occasion, the registration is to be conducted by a new arrangement
through the People's Co-operative Units, of which the people have had little
information.

Since 1968 the lists obtained from national registration have been used as
electoral lists.

"The TUC's fear, and that of many citizens, is that this registration is not
supervised by an independent Elections Commission, as required by the Constitu-
tion," said a report in the "Catholic Standard.™



Because of this, they are convinced that it is impossible for elections to be
free and fair, if the national registration lists are used for compiling the
electoral register and if the overseas votes and all the other objectionable fea-
tures of former elections are retained. ' ' ' '

Elections in those circumstances would, they say, be a complete farce.
. Government Salary Funding
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 23 Nov 84 p 1

[Text] Two financial Papers, including one seeking the expenditure of $100
million to meet the increased wages and salaries Bill for public sector employ-
ees, were approved by the National Assembly yesterday following extensive debate
regarding the use of public funds.

The other Paper, sought a supplementary provision of $27 million for a number of
Government Ministries and agencies.

Leading the debate for the Minority parties on the $100 million supplementary
vote, Minority Leader, Dr. Cheddi Jagan contended that the provision for increa-
sed wages was far from adequate to meet the present economic needs of the work—

ing class.

He said that according to figures prepared by the Trades Union Congress (TUC),

the minimum wage should be no less than $52 per day. He contended further that
though the new adjustments are intended to be an interim arrangement, 'experi-

ence has shown that it can become binding and permanent."

Finance Minister Carl Greenidge, responding to the Minority's queries termed the
TUC's figures an "absurdity". He said should a $52 per day scale be implemented,
Covernment would have to find a sum of money equivalent to the current Gross
National Product of the country to pay the increased wages. :

He said Government took into consideration the concerns expressed by the TUC,
and for this reason the low salaried workers at the bottom of the wages struc-
ture will be paid increases of no less than 18.9 per cent.

The schedule requesting a supplementary provision of $27 million was extensively
queried by members of both Minority parties who requested details on how the
funds sought are to be spent.

Particular attention was focused on funds allocated to the Ministry of National
Development to support the impending National Registration exercise.

In answer to PPP member, Reepu Daman Persaud's contention that constitutionally,
this allocation of one million dollars should have been made to the Home Affairs
Ministry, Vice-President National Development, Cde. Ranji Chandisingh pointed
out that the sum was needed by his Ministry as part of its mission to "sengitise
the public" about their responsibilities related to the registration exercise.
Some of the funds, he said will be used to purchase materials and equipment for
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the Ministry's programme in support of the reglstratlon exerc1se to be conducted
by the Mlnlstry of Home Affairs. ' '

Also atttacting attention was the allocation of $3,6 million to the Accountant-
General's Office of the Ministry of Finance. A motion by the Minority Leader to
have this sum deleted from the supplementary provisions was defeated. (GNA)

CSO: 3298/249
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TENNASSEE, DLM HELD 'CONTRADICTORY' IN CALIL FOR ELECTION
Georgetown MIRROR in English 18 Nov 84 p 3 »

[Article by Carl Bassoo]

[Text] Toronto, Canada: During last month Paul Tennassee, on yet another trip
to North America, told a Toronto-based newspaper that he is now prepared to fight
for free and fair elections in Guyana. This writer immediately penned a reply
showing that Tennassee's call for free elections is contradictory. - It also

shows how this former ‘activist of ‘the CIA splinter group; Justice Party, (and - ::
now head of the Democratic Labour Movement) is collaborating with reactionary -
elements against the interests of the Guyanese working class. '

Guyanese no doubt want free and fair elections and the PPP is the acknowledge
foremost champion of free and fair elections. It has been carrying this battle,
singlehandedly, on its own even when some mini-parties in 1980 "boycotted" the
rigged general elections, and denounced the PPP for contesting. These same .
parties and individuals are planning to contest the 1985 elections which will be

rigged.

The Democratic Labour Movement's (DLM) call for free and fair elections is hypo-
critical, deceptive and contradictory. Before Paul Tennassee broke away from
being the WPA representative in Toronto, he vehemently denounced the PPP for
being unpatriotic and opportunistic for contesting the 1980 elections.

The DLM works very closely with the People's Democratic Movement (PDM) 1led by

Mr. Llewellyn John, Home Affairs Minister of the PNC Government in 1968. Mr.
John set up the machinery and engineered the rigged 1968 elections. Tennassee
and John shared the same public platform last summer in Toronto. Guyanese are
not forgetful and this is why less than fifty people attended the much publicized

meeting.

The DLM also works very closely with the reactionary Brindley Benn Working Peo-
ple's Vanguard Party and the Liberator Party. Together the DLM, PDM, LP and
WPVP persistently attack the PPP which is not the enemy. The PNC is no doubt
thankful to these mini-partiés and therefore allows them to function freely while
PPP members and activists are harassed and persecuted constantly. The DLM and
its rightwing associates are no threat to the PNC regime; they are being used by
the PNC to confuse the people and prevent a unified working class struggle from
emerging
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In its most recent attacks on the PPP, the DLM has publicized an open-telegram
which protests against alleged coalition between the PPP and PNC. This is an
unfounded and desperate attempt to gain cheap publicity. The DLM is well known
in Guyana for being a promoter of notorious lies, slander and misrepresentation.
Reality becomes distorted when lies, fabrication, and grandiosity are incorpora-
ted in the thinking of the DLM leader. How does the DLM intend to fight for free
and fair elections when its attacks are directed against the PPP which is not

the enemy? How does Mr. Tennassee intend to "deal with President Forbes Burnham
on his own soil" when he (Tennassee) lives on Canadian soil?

The DLM talks of creating a "consensus economic strategy" to unite all sectors

of society. When the Carter Administration realised that the Somoza dynasty

was in its final stages of defeat, it attempted unsuccessfully to create a politi-
cal consensus that would have included pro-imperialist, reactionary elements in

a political solution to the conflict.

The political purpose of the DLM '"consensus economic strategy" is to build, en-
‘hance and fortify the parasitic bourgeois sector of the Guyanese society. Such
an economic approach which is historically anti-working class and pro-capitalist,
automatically becomes the mouthpiece and agent of imperialism as was evident in
the 1960s when local reactionary forces connived with imperialism and ousted the
progressive PPP government. ' :

Like the DIM which uses rhetoric to disguise its anti-working class and pro-im-
perialist tendencies, the PNC regime spouts high-sounding socialist slogans but
does not practice socialism; it is responsible for murder and harassment of its
opponents; there are endemic food shortages; 40 per cent unemployment and falling
living standards for the majority of the Guyanese people.

Fair and free eiections alone would not solve the mégﬁitude of problems that
face the people.

A political solution (which includes a) anti-imperialism, b) socialist orienta-
tion, c) democracy as its main pillar) and an enunciated by the PPP and which was
endorsed by the TUC, is the only alternative. The DLM and its rabid anti-
communist bedmates which emplaced the PNC in power, now serves to maintain this
unpopular regime in Guyana. : : .

CSO: 3298/247
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HOW PNC HELD, LOST CONTROL OF TRADES UNION CONGRESS

Bridgetown CARIBBEAN CONTACT in English Dec 84 pp 2, 5

[Textt ]

THE unexpected results of the
Guyana Trades Union Congress’

*(TUC) elections in early October

threw a very large spanner in the
‘Guyana govermnment's works. Hav-

“ing successfully moved for an ad-

journment to ensure that elections

took place the People’s National

Congress’ (PNC) carefully laid plans
.immediately began to fall apart
‘with the defeat of Jean Persico

" by George Daniels of the Public

Service Union-(PSU). This began a-
voting patten which moved further .

out of their control with every bal-
lot, and which culminated in
Minister of Labour Kenneth Denny’s

. defeat by Lincoln Lewis of -the

" Bauxite Supervisors’ Union, for the

. important post of Organising Secre-

tary of the TUC.

Considering that the six indepen-

dent unions controlled only 84 of
the 231 delegates, the election re-

" sults demonstrate a considerable de-

fection from the PNC-controlled

" union ranks. In the light of the

special seminar called for all its

delegates the previous week-end -

these defections are of even greater
significance.
* The ruling party in Guyana has

" not accepted in the spirit of plural-

ism—or in any other spirit—these
unexpected reverses at the 31st
Annual Delegates’ Conference of
the Guyana Trades Union Congress.

The conference ended ‘on October.

1, 1984, with the PNC losing its
20 year dominance of the organisa-
tion.

Elections had been the primary
business of the conference and it
decided little else except to appoint
a special congress for November 15
and 16 to dispose of outstanding
business. Through its affiliate, the

pioneer Guyana Labour Union of

‘Hubert Critchlow, now led by -

President-General Burnham, the rul-

_ing party has indicated that it will -

=challenge the constitutionality of
"the special conference in the High

* Courts.

METHOD OF .
PNC'S CONTROL

The means by which the PNC

“dominated the TUC was through a
 carefully’ worked out design: the

weighting of delegate .representa-
tion in favour of small unions,
while the big industrial unions
were, and still are, under-repre-

-sented. Thus, the Association of
Masters and Mistresses, probably
.the smallest trade union .in the
Caribbean, if not in the world,
“boasted three delegates including
oneé Minister. ’

\ In addition to this device, the
'PNC, -through its contacts in the
. TUC machinery, inflated the mem-
‘bership of several unions and thus
_their delegate _representation and
arranged for the recognition of

unions which had not filed their -

annual returns as required by law.

What took place before the 31st -

Annual Delegates Conference in
September 1984, was that the PNC
“held seminars for trade unions
_delegates who were ordered in
_writing to attend “even if you are
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il” and at which instructions
were given for control of the
delegations at crucial meetings.
These seminars were called *‘the
caucus”. They were followed by a
series of parties where entertain-
ment was lavish and where the PNC
leadership. appeared to inspire their
troops to go forward and conquer.
This time delegates other than the
officially invited delegates attended
the party. :

This administrative control of
the labour movement through its
central organisation provided the
PNC with much of the semblance
of having the public support of the
workers in Guyana.

Because of the control of the
TUC’s machinery by the PNC and
in particular because Comrade
Kenneth Denny, Minister of Man-
power, held the post of Organising
Secretary, the TUC’s May Day
celebrations were effectively taken
over by the PNC. For example, the
General Secretary’s Report at the
31st Annual Conference gave a list
of the rallies mounted by the TUC.
They were 12 in number and in
each_case the leading speaker was a
PNC Minister of high functionary,
while the TUC speaker was a PNC
member or camp follower.

SIGNIFICANCE OF
DENNY'S DEFEAT

It is for this reason that the de-

feat of the former Organising Sec-
retary, Minister of Manpower, Ken-
neth Denny by - bauxite worker
Lincoln Lewis by 114 to 108
votes ‘was one of the most signifi-
.cant defeats at this year’s congress.
© At the 1984 TUC elections
- there were 224 veting delegates. Of
these only 88 were on the lists of
. the six union bloc, which normally
opposes the PNC’s supported candi--
- dates. It is assumed that each and
every one of these delegates voted
against the government bloc and
on this occasion the six unions were
joined by a majority of the PSU
delegation led by George Daniels
and comprising 27 votes. It is
known that the six-union bloc do
not obey political directions, ex-
cept in the 1982 elections when
.sections of them su
Todd for an unofficial committee”

H

.(GBC) and the Guyana

orted Gordon .

post and for a vice presidency
which he lost on a split vote.

RESULTS OF POLL

Although having a minority of
the nominal votes according to the
lists, this pro-labour bloc, the name
which describes those who vote to
take the unions out of the hands of
the ruling party, were able to mus-
ter votes from outside their camp.
The vote showed that racial voting
had been overcome. NK. Gopaul

-of NAACIE defeated the long-

standing PNC-supported Sel
Felix for the post of Treasurer by
117 to 105 votes, Daniels for the

Presidency polled 114 votes to win.

Leslie Melville of the PSU scored

‘the highest vote for a place on the

executive. Komal Chang of GAWU
defeated another Afro-Guyanese,
C.Y. Thomas of the UGSA: Chang
polled 119 votes. :
. NATIONAL REACTION
How did the country receive
the news of the changes in Sep-
tember, and especially the news of
-the election ‘of young George Dan-
“jels as President, who had only
recently led a new team which

“tumbled the old brigade out of the

leadership of the Public Service
“Union? The Mirror (PPP) exclaimed,
“LABOUR SWEEPS . . .”. The

Open Word, a Monday news-sheet

with known WPA connections head-

-lined, “LABOUR TAKES "‘BACK

TUC”. The New Nation (PNC)
has not yet featured the news and
.the event might well not havé oc-
curred. '

The official media, The Guy- -

ana  Broadcasting Corporation
ronicle

gave the poll minimum treatment,

‘playing up the Daniels’ victory

rather than the significance of the
political change. The GBC kept as-
suring the public that Minister of
Manpower Kenneth Denny had re-
tained his position as Organising

‘Secretary of the TUC even though

he had already beén defeated in the
poll by Lincoln Lewis of the
Guyana Bauxite Supervisors Union
(GBSU). - : ‘

The “Sugar and Bauxite Workers’
Unit Committee” deemed the ex-
‘ecutive ‘a “Workers’ Cabinet” -and

85

at once began agitating in its fa-
vour. Other groups, the Working .
People’s Vanguarcf Party (WPVP%

which was the left element of the
now collpasing Vanguard for Lib-
eration and Democracy (VLD) and
the new Democratic Labour Move-
ment - (DLM), questioned the sig-
nificance of the changes and ex-
pressed some disbelief over the

claims of a PNC defeat at the TUC,
since a number of the rank and file

membership of the new executive -
could be identified as supporters

of the PNC and since members of
the party retained two or three"
minor posts of the 12 official
posts. - . -
5 REACTION OF PNC
HIERARCHY
“The greatest proof of the signifi-
cance of the 1984 TUC elections

‘lies in the reaction of the PNC top
" 'brass.” Since September they have

cracked down on their rebels with
a heavy hand and have reorganised
themselves.- for the special con-
ference on November 15 and
16. The methods of their crack-
down are noteworthy. -

"Their first explanation of the
defeat of their candidate for the
presidency, Ms. Jean Persico, Pre-
sident of the Guyana Teachers
Union was that it 'was an anti-
female. vote.. They roundly abused
those .who they thought had be-
trayed them in the poll and ordered
the -switching of delegates in the

-smaller and more dependent unions,

the Manpower Citizens Associa-
A), the Guyana National
Co;pe-rative Bank Staff Association
(GNCBSA) and the General Wrok-

tion

‘ers’ Union (GWU). -

* They brought the Transport and
General Workers Union temporarily
back under their control and or-
dered Frank Andrews who had led
one of the separate rebellions
against their control of the T &
GWU’s delegation, to walk out with
the progovernment unions when
their 13 unions left the special con-
ference on the second day with a
minority of delegates in the hope of
disrupting it. [

Those were their more kindly
reactions. In the case of the Gen-

-eral Workers’ Union, the PNC

identified the reformers as John



Warde and Frank Nicholson. These
workers, fulltime union officials,
were identified as the ones who had
moved against financial and politi-
cal corruption in their union to the
displeasure of the PNC. Frank
Nicholson was sent home on leave,
and then dismissed. Warde was
framed on a charge of causing mali-
cious damage to two telephones,
locked up at two police stations
and finally dragged before the court
to face a trial. He was dismissed
even before the case was heard.

EFFECT ON PNC'S
HEGEMONY

A TUC executive, ostensibly
representative of all shades of op-
inion and beyond the control of
any political party, re&resents a
challenge to the parties. Clearly the
PNC is the most drastically af-
fected since the government will
now either have to amend or re-
peal its draconian Labour Bill of
April this year since its contents
can now be used to frustrate of-
ficial policy. If the Labour Bill was

meant to serve as a signal to the”

IMF that control of organised la-
bour was assured and that foreign
investors need have no qualms on
that score, then new and dif-
ferent signals will have to be run
up the mast. Negotiations with the
IMF will also be complicated by
the vigour with which the new
TUC executive pursues minimum
wage increases. |

TESTS FOR
NEW EXECUTIVE

PNC problems were compounded
at the continuation of the adjourned
annual congress when a resolution
calling for the expulsion of govern-
ment ministers from the executive
of the TUC was passed unanimously.
Unanimity was made possible by a
walk-out of PNC-controlled unions
which had hoped .this manouevre
.would prevent a quorum being es-
ltablished. ;
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The first major test for the new
executive will be the renegotiation
of the minimum wage. Given the
large population of state sector
workers in Guyana the minimum
wage is the majority wage and there-
fore an issue of enormous public
interest. While the TUC claims the
cost-of-living demands a minimum
of $52 per day, it is willing to settle
for $25 given the economic diffi-
culties at the present times. The
President has unilaterally pro-
claimed an increase from the present
$12.40 to $15.10 to be paid from
the end of November. By this
ploy, he clearly hopes to undercut
the TUC position before a mo-
mentum can be built up. '

In mid-November the govern-
ment * ordered the police both
civilian and uniformed to move
against the extensive parallel mar-
ket. The police swept like a hoard
of looters through municipal and
village markets seizing imported
goods of all description—soap, cloth,
shoelaces, shoes—for which duty
slips were produced by stall-

“holders -but -ignored-by. the police,

and a range of goods bought
locally such as saft and cassava.
The crudity and selectivity which
characterised these seizures gen-
considerable resentment
among street traders and stall-
holders. Compounding the question-
able legality of the seizures, the
government announced that they
would be disposed of through state-
controlled outlets.

If the government no longer con-
trols the TUC the same can be said
of the opposition parties, although
the changes must be secen as favour-
able to them. A retum to con-

* stitutionality in any forum threatens

the PNC mode of government.
Any assessment of the. develop-
ments in the TUC must vindicate
the judgement of the six indepen-
dent unions which have counselled
patience and engineered the victory
rather than split from the TUC.
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DEVELOPMENT BANK HAVING TROUBLE COLLECTING ON LOANS
Georgetown MIRROR in English 25 Nov 84 pp 2-3

[Text] The Guyana Agricultural and Industrial Development Bank (Gaibank) is
seeking the help of the authorities in Region 3 (West Demerara Essequibo Is-
lands) in recovering monies due as outstanding loans to farmers. Officials of
the bank recently addressed a Council meeting at which they disclosed the dif-
ficulties they are encountering in recovering outstanding monies.

The disclosure was in stark contraét to a report which appeared in the GUYANA
CHRONICLE of November 11, 1984 under the bold headline "Satisfactory Results
From Gaibank's Recovery System'.

The Gaibank officials met the Council on November 7, 1984 and the erroneous re-—
port appeared 4 days later on November 11. The officials had told the Council
members about "poor recovery" being encountered. MIRROR's correspondent on the
West Demerara reporting on this matter noted:

"Officials of both Gaibank and the Food Crop Programme while addressing the
Regional Democratic Council explained the difficulties in recovering loans.

Over the period, Gaibank released $12.4 million in loans but has recovered only
$2 million. According to the dialogue which ensued, both agencies were affected
by shortages of skilled personnel. However due to political pressures, loans
were released in a manner considered not very conducive to effective recovery
before the bank was fully ready to get involved. It is understood that at
present some of the farmers cannot even be traced."

PPP member Pariag Sukhai associated the dismal failure with the absence of an
effective coordinated plan involving the various agencies. He called for a
democratic approach to the question of involving genuine farmers in loan pro-
grammes. In this way he argued, loan repayments could be guaranteed.

The bank officials told the Councillors that arrangements have been made to re-
cycle the $2 million recovered so far. This sum is earmarked largely for coco-
nut rehabilitation, food crops such as carambola and cocoa, storage facilities,
and drainage and irrigation projects.

Observing that the sum being referred to is too small for such a wide applica-

tion, PPP member Jewnandan pointed out that drainage and irrigation projects
are the responsibility of the central government...not small farmers.
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According to the CHRONICLE story, Gaibank general manager John Butters is re-

ported to have said: "I am extermely satisfied with what we have been able to
achieve so far." He explained that during the first quarter of the year "some
$8.6 million had been disbursed to 632 applicants.”

"Because an effective loans recovery system was not put in place, arrears had
mounted significantly enough to be a source of concern to the development in-
stitution. With the re-organisation of the legal department and the establish-
ment of a special unit to handle arrears, the bank has been able to accelerate
its collection drive."

From what the officials of Gaibank told the Regional Democratic Coﬁncillors'how—
ever, only 16.1% has apparently been recovered. A big recovery drive is there-
fore afoot.

CSO: 3298/251
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. GUYANA

REGISTRATION BEGINS PREPARATORY TO ISSUANCE OF ID CARDS

Gazette Anﬁounéemeht |
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 21 Nov 84 p 1
[Article by Colin King]

[Text] National registration will begin throughout the country on December 3,
under an order made by Home Affairs Minister Jeffrey Thomas.

The order, published in the Official Gazette of November 17, also provides for
registration of non-residents, beginning January 2, 1985.

Commissioner of National Registration, Cde. Roy Hammond, yesterday said some
900 Divisional Registrars will move house-to-house in all Regions of the coun-
try from December 3 to complete the registration of residents. All personms
who will be 14 years and over at December 31, 1985, will be registered.

Cde. Hammond urged that persons who have been registered previously report this
to the Registrars who visit their homes.

The National Registration Office will subsequently issue National Identification
Cards to persons whose cards need alteration because of changes in particulars
since their original registration, and to persons who have never before been
registered.

As far as possible, the old cards will be utilised to effect the new registra-
tiom.

Registration of citizens resident in Guyana will run from December 3, until
February 28, 1985. Registration of non-residents will be conducted through
established offices abroad, such as the country's consulates.

The Commissioner reported that the Registration Office expects to begin issuing
new Identification Cards in March, 1985.

Cde. Hammond explained that the last National Registration was conducted in
1979, meaning that some persons 19-years-old are without the use of National
Identification Cards at present.



The I. D. card, he said, is important for conducting day-to-day business and
people should seize the opportunity to be registered.

Non-registration could result in "embarrassment and hardship", he noted.
(GNA)

WPA Reaction

Georgetown DAYCLEAN in English 24 Nov 84 p 1

[Text] Under the National Registration Act, an Act intended to provide for

the issue of ID cards and for purposes connected therewith, national registra-
tion will begin on December 3 and end of February 28, 1985. Overseas registra-
tion will take place between January 2 and February 28, 1985.

Stage one of the election rigging machinery is being set in place.

Although the National Registration Act is an ID card law, it has sections for
illegal voter registration controlled by a PNC Minister. Under Section 14,

the day after February 28, 1985, Mr Jeffrey Thomas can order ‘Conmissioner Ham-
mond of National Registration to make a voters' list. This list can take one
day to make. ‘

In one day they can make up a voters' list. But it takes them years just to
announce the results of the 1980 Census. Up to today the people of the Coopera-
tive Republic of Guyana have not been told the population figures established

by the 1980 Census.

This Act is a trap and this failure to release the 1980 Census smells funnier
each year.

Under the Act you must register to get an ID card. If you have never had one,
or if you have lost it, or if you will be 14 years old by December 1985 you
are called to register for an ID card. People who are already registered have
to fill in an application form. o

The Constitution does not allow for compulsory voter registration but that is
what we have. If your religion says don't vote you will still be on the voters'
list. December 1985 was chosen as the qualifying date but in fact elections
will be held before June 30, 1985. ' :

WPA's advice: Register for your ID card. Join the struggle for a fair and
just voter registration and a fair and free election. ’

CSO: 3298/251
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JAGAN STRESSES UNITY, REVIEWS UNIONISM-POLITICS LINK
Call for G¢vérnment'Action
Georgetown MIRROR in English 25 Nov 84 p 4

[Text] Leader of the People's Progressive Party has thrown out a challenge to
the government to take a firm anti-imperialist stand, to cut debt and compensa-
tion paymeﬁts’and use the money to find a solution to the pressing problems of
the people of Guyana. o ' ' o

He urgéd the ruling party to 'put some steel in your backbone' and make the de-
cisive political decision to take a revolutionary course that could bring about
anti-imperialist unity.

Dr. Cheddi Jagan was at the time speaking in the National Assembly last Thurs-
day on the supplementary provisions of $100 million to meet the cost of the re-
cently announced retro-active payment of increased wages and salaries for public
sector employees for 1984.

Dr. Jagan insisted that pleas for unity in the country to find a solution to
the teeming problems cannot come about by mere talks. 'Action will bring un-
ity', he declared, but first the People's National Congress must make up its
mind to take measures in the interest of the working class and not to penalise
them. There is the urgent need to raise the morale of the people and motivate
them. Dr. Jagan assured the people of Guyana that should the government take a
revolutionary course, they would have the backing of his party.

Dr. Jagan said that the present wage structure is 'inadequate to meet the re-
quirements of the situation...and the needs of the people.' The new $15.10 per
day minimum is totally inadequate, he declared. He outlined policies whereby
the revenues needed to meet a decent minimum wage can be mobilised, which in-
cluded the trimming of the bureaucracy and dealing with the 'debt bomb' prob-
lem faced by many Latin American nations. He pointed to the actions of the work-
ing people of Bolivia which forced the government to reschedule debt payments,
increase wages and involve the people in running the affairs of the country.

Dr. Jagan said the situation in the country is favourable to take a consistent
anti-imperialist stand. ‘
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The PPP leader also called on the government to acknowledge the fact that pre—'
vious policies, including the massive borrowings from overseas have come to
naught. This cannot work any more. .'You cannot keep telling the workers
there is no money,' he declared.

Trade Union Ideology
Georgetown MIRROR in English 25 Nov 84 pp 2-3
[Cheddi Jagan column "Srraight Talk":"ﬁTrade‘UnioniSm anduPolities“]'

[Excerpts] Recently, the relatlonshlp of trdde unionism to politics came to the
forefront. Both the President and the Senior Vice-President of the Guyana La-
bour Union berated trade unionists who want to have nothing to do with politics.

Basically, they were correct. The two issues are interlinked. As Hubert N
Critchlow pointed out: "politics is with you from the cradle to the grave"

The more important question, however, is: What kind of politics? " And politics
tied to what ideology? It is necessary to have not just a political, but also an
ideological outlook. Otherwise, the workers will be confused, sidetracked and
betrayed. :

No Separation

The trade unions will serve the workers only when the latter begin to think of
themselves not as individuals fighting separate employers, but as a class—-the
working class fighting the capitalist class--and when they arm themselves with
working class ideology--Marxism-Leninism. o

We know that at the time of the PPP government (1957-64) the TUC was under .the
political influence of American imperialism, the CIA and the AIFLD.. They taught
through Labour Institutes and Colleges like the Critchlow Labour College separa-
tion of trade unionism from politics--the politics of anti-colonialism, anti-
neocolonialism, anti-capitalism/imperialism.  They did not, however, preclude
the politics of anti-communism. L i : -

Ideology -

GLU President-General Forbes Burnham said that thoée trade unionists who sepa-
rate trade unionism from politics are against the ideals of Hubert Nathaniel
Critchlow, and against the ideology and objective of socialism. o

Here another question arises. When reference is made to the ideology of so-
cialism which variety is one referring to--democratic socialism of the British
Labour Party, Israeli Labour Party or Tom Adams' Barbados Labour Party, na-
tional socialism of Hitler; democratic socialism of Mltterand Arab soc1a11sm
of Egypt's Arab Socialist Union; African socialism of Senghor's Senegal; co-
operative socialism of the People's National Congress; scientific soc1a115m of
the PPP, and the communist and workers' parties of the Soviet Union and other
states of existing socialism?
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Scientific Socialism

So long as the trade unionists and the TUC were willing to swallow "co-operative
socialism" and support the PNC at every general election since independence in
1966, they were revolutionary and responsible. But as soon as they began to see
'co-operative socialism" as nothing more than bureaucratic-safe, co-operative
and parasitic capitalism, they are deemed charlatans and irresponsible!

Neither PNC's brand of capitalism nor Reagan's brand for Guyana--free enterprise,
dependent/distorted peripheral capitalism-—-can save the Guyanese working people.
The Trade Unionists must embrace the ideology (Marxism-Leninism) of the working
class, and become politically involved in the struggles now for a socialist-~
oriented course towards a genuinely scientific socialist society.

Extent of Operation
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 18 Nov 84 p 1

[Text] The Police and Customs.Departments have so far seized "a few million dol-
lars" worth of uncustomed and prohibited goods in a joint operation launched
two Thursday ago. ' ' ’

Deputy Commissioner of Police Cecil "Skip" Roberts told journalists Friday that
the operation had so far netted vast quantities of cosmetics, tons (thousands
of bolts) of cloth, more than 10 000 pairs of shoes, a wide assortment of gents'
and ladies' clothing, 9 000 light bulbs and hundreds of thousands of dollars

in parts for motor vehicles. :

"Twelve truck loads of goods were routed to the Customs Bonds today (Friday),"
Cde Roberts who is also the Crime Chief, reported. -

The'joiﬁt operation, he explained, is intended to clamp dowvn on businessmen who
are involved in illicit trading on a grand scale.

"The exercise is really concentrated at the sources--the big ones--who have
managed to bring into the country large quantities of goods without paying cus-
toms duties," the Crime Chief explained. ' ‘ :

There is, he noted, a lot of uncustomed and prohibited goods "floating around
this country with no indication as to how they got here".

The Police believe that many big buéinessmen work in collaboration with small
vendors. And, according to the Police reports, many of these small vendors were
also trapped in the Police-Customs dragnet.

Responding to allegations that there was indiscriminate seizing of goods, Cde
Roberts told the Press that at each raid the proprietor is requested to produce
customs slips for the items in his possession. Should he fail to do so, or to
offer satisfactory explanations, the items are seized and taken to the Customs
Bond in Kingston.' - :
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Proprietors, he added, are allowed to accompany their goods to the warehouse
where the seized items are listed and attested to by the owners, Policemen and
Customs officers involved in the operation.

Proprietors also have the opportunity to reclalm their goods upon production of
duty slips to the comptroller of customs.

Policemen from "A" Division and Detectives from the Criminal Investigation De-
partment were used in the joint operation. And, on each exercise, the Police
Officer-in-Charge was not below the rank of Imnspector. Similarly, senior Cus-
toms officers were detailed for the operation.

"It is intended to be a continuing operation,'" the Crime Chief said, adding that
there will be greater mobilisation of forces at all ports.

He pointed out that the current level of uncustomed goods in the country has re-
sulted from the many methods employed by businessmen to beat Customs controls.

Cde Roberts stressed that persons coming into the country for the Christmas sea-
son need not be worried about the current joint operatlon as long as the articles
they bring are not in "commercial" quantities.

Economic Impact of Smuggling
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 18 Nov 84 p 1

[Text] The Ministry of Finance yesterday explained that the current joint cus-
toms and police operation against persons in possession of uncustomed goods is
being undertaken after nine months of intensive investigations during which the
main suppliers of uncustomed goods were identified.

In a statement issued yesterday, the Ministry said that an estimated minimum of
one million dollars worth of commodities is being smuggled out of the country each
week to finance the illegal imports of goods. .

And, noting the negative effect "the rapid expansion of these activities" has
had on the national economy, the Ministry stressed that "prompt steps to ter-
minate the act1v1t1es of persons identified to be involved in such trading were,
therefore, necessary.'

The Ministry's Statement reads:

"The Customs and Excise Department assisted by the Guyana Police .Force has,
after nine (9) months of intensive investigation, succeeded in identifying the
main suppliers of uncustomed goods--including banned items--to the local market.

"The importation of these‘goods has, to a significant exteﬁt, been financed by
the earnings obtained from illegal activities such as the. smuggling of export-
able commodities (gold, prawns, rice, sugar to name a few).

"It is estimated that the value of commodities smuggled amount to at least one
million dollars per week. The goods purchased, using the export proceeds from
such illegal activites, have been sold to the public at extremely high prices.
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"The siphoning off of increasing amoun
rapid expansion of these activities ha

ts of foreign exchange as a result of the
s continued to hamper the government's

efforts to provide the consumer with adequate supplies of essential items at

reasonable prices.

"prompt steps to terminate the activities of persons identified to be involved
in such trading were therefore necessary. ‘

"Arising out of these exercises

in locating the suppliers of uncustomed goods,

the Police and Customs authorities have been carrying out searches of wvarious

business premises and conficsating a var

jety of goods for which the owners have

been unable to supply evidence or proof of legal importation.

"These confiscated goods will be

outlets at reasonable prices.” (GNA)

sold to the public from established government

GCovernment 'Arbitrariness'

Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 18 Nov 84 p 2

[Editorial]

[Text] . 7Two YEARS ago in an editorial
headed 'Causing Confusion', we
deplored government's lack of
policy with regard to the paral-
lel -market. - '

Rev. Dale Bisnauth commented at
the time that government was
practising ‘'Ad Hocracy®' - a policy
of having no policy. '

. The police had caused great.
consternation by suddenly swoop-
ing.down on vendors in the city
markets and in'selected country
areas, -confiscating their goods

and dragging many before the courts.

It was not as if the parallel
market had suddenly sprung up.

For many years it had been allowed

“to grow, following the restrictions
imposed on the importation of
many items, especially basic food
and drugs. ’

What seemed most inconsistent
and ‘hypocritical was that while
raids weré being carried out and
imported goods were being seized,
officials were giving every en-
couragement to the growth of the
'suitcase economy'

Corporation officials were
travelling to Brazil with suit-
cases stacked with Guyana coullars
to buy food and spare parts.
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Guyana Airways was accommodating
hucksters-by laying on -two flights
a week to Boa Vista and special
lanes were being provided at

Timehri for traders returning from

the Caribbean and the USA, laden
with huge suitcases, boxes and
barrels. N

In spite of frequent raids,
fines, confiscations and even im-
prisonment, the parallel market
continued to expand.

Goods today still pour in from
Brazil, paid for in Guyana dollars,
and these dollars are still being
used by the Brazilians, with the
knowledge of the government, to
puy gold in Guyana, when the law
states that all gold must be sold
to the Gold Board.

Government corporations still
buy from hucksters, as was ad-
mitted on a radio programme not
long ago bv the Manager of a Cor-
poration. . R

This Corporation is also known'
to buy some of the seized goods.
our” efforts to discover what hap-
pens to the rest of the seized
articles have been unsuccessful.



A letter to the Comptroller of
Customs last June asking, among

other things, whether they were of- .

fered for sale to private individ-

uals, has not even been acknowledg-

ed.

The Comptroller nevertheless
gave an interview to a Chronicle
reporter which was published last
Sunday, "in which he spoke of ef-
forts to curb smuggling.

These efforts, he is reported
to have said, include the seizing
of vehicles and goods without
recourse to the courts, where
"there is evidence" that the
vehicle was engaged in smuggling
goods.

The report, however, failed to
state what happens to thé seized
goods or to give any indication
of government's pnlicy with re-
gard to the parallel market, which,

by its double standards, it has
allowed to develop.

The massive raids carried out in
hany parts of the country during
the past week in the markets and
shops and on the pavements have
once again caused great consterna-
tion. .

These efforts of the authorities
will be of no avail unless it takes
steps to remove the conditions that
gave rise to the parallel market.

As long as there are shortages
of basic necessities, the people
will continue to find ways of
bringing them into the country.

We call on the government to
stop governing by arbitrary decree
and to formulate a consistent
policy with regard to the huckster
trade, acceptable to the Guyanese
people.

fPPP Stend

Georgetown MIRROR in English 2 Dec 84 p &

[Text]

a greatly reduced profile in Demerara.
are taking place in New Amsterdam and on the Corentyne.
ket stalls are being raided and articles seized.

The police-customs campaign against smuggled goods continues but with
Reports from Berbice say that raids

Shops, homes and mar-
The municipal market at Port

Mourant was among the places raided.

On Tuesday November 20, 1984 the police had seized a lorry laden with $300,000
worth of articles deemed or suspected to be "uncustomed goods". This story
appeared in the CHRONICLE (front page) on Thursday November 22, the same day
the Parliamentary debate on "indiscriminatory police seizures" took place, and
was referred to by government spokesmen to justify the police campaign.

According to the CHRONICLE: "Among the items seized were 369 cases of tiles,
24 stainless steel sinks, and 50 rolls of vinolay. Most of the items seized
are prohibited goods. The drlver was allegedly contracted by a big business
firm to transport the items.

Reports from New Amsterdam say that the goods in the truck belong to a big
state entity. The driver is understood to have told the police that he was
hired to bring the goods from Corentyne for the government firm. A top offi-
cial of the firm went to the New Amsterdam station and claimed the goods.

Crime Chief Roberts when asked to comment on this report admitted that some

of the articles in the truck "had duty slips" and thus could not be considered
"contraband". :

96




This was the same point made by the PPP in Parliament during the debate. The
PPP argued that many of those vendors and businessmen whose goods were seized
had the necessary duty slips and receipts and thus their goods should be re- '
turned to them. The government's spokesmen disagreed with this view. One
spokesman in particular accused the hucksters. of "re-cycling duty slips".

The PPP also disclosed in the debate that many small traders sell goods to
state entities, and that many hucksters had bought goods from state entities,
and small traders. These were all seized indiscriminately in the swoops, which
is why the PPP took up the issue on behalf of the hucksters and small traders.

It is also noted that because of the indiscriminate crackdown, Guyana Airways
and other airlines are taking a beating where passengers are concerned. Only a
handful of passengers now travel in the planes, where previously outgoing and
incoming places were packed solid with scores of traders and suitcases were of-

ten left behind at various airports mainly in Trinidad.

The PPP told the governmeﬁt in Parliament,that the only way in which the paral-
lel market could be dismantled is by government importing the essential goods
consumers need...foodstuffs, spare parts etc. ' o '

CsS0: 3298/250
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PNC ORGAN HAILS BURNHAP HELP FOR LABOR MOVEMENT
Georgetown NEW NATION in English 18 Nov 84 p 4
[Editorial: "Saving Our People from the Enemy"]

[Text] Leader of the People's National Congress, Cde Forbes Burnham, in his
capacity as President-General of the Guyana Labour Union, has used his state
authority to provide economic relief to the workers of this nation in the face
of foot-dragging and exorbitant demands by the TUC.

Since then, Guyanese from all walks of life have responded favourably to the

intervention by the Comrade Leader. In May, the Comrade Leader had announced
wage and salary adjustments for a people whom he recognised as hard-pressed.

Comrade Leader also promised that the ensuing payout would be retroactive to

January 1, 1984,

There were those in the opposition who charged that the Comrade Leader would

not have honoured his promise to the workers of Guyana; the people who have,

so far, helped this nation survive and are in the process of helping this na-
tion prosper. '

And as if to prevent the Comrade Leader from keeping this promise, the opposi-
tion forces sought to infiltrate the key positions in the TUC so that they could
demand fantastic wage and salary increases, ostensibly for the benefit of the
workers, but in reality for the purpose of bringing down the PNC Government.

These elements knew that the payment of exorbitant wages would tax the public
treasury to the point of national bankruptcy. They also knew their demands,
if met, would lead to massive retrenchment and consequently, civil unrest.

It is these opposition elements that contend that Guyana needs a thriving paral-
lel market, regardless of its influence on the pockets of the very workers who
need a rise in pay. It is also these opposition elements who seek audiences
with the authorities on behalf of the persons managing the parallel economy.

So it is to be a cycle. Call for more pay and so feed the parallel market.

Unless people have very short memories, they would remember that as soon as

they benefit from some measure of economic relief there were those who immediately
raised the prices of their goods and services. In the process, the greedy capi-
talist-minded saboteurs in our midst more often than not relegated the worker

to a position worse than that before the wage increase.
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Guyana, on the road to Socialist development, needs a trade union movement that
would work for the development of the worker and the nation as Central Committee
member of the PNC and Prime Minister, Cde Desmond Hoyte, told the recently-con-
cluded 16th biennial conference of the Guyana Labour Union.

The days should be long past when the trade union movement operated in opposi-
tion to the government, especially at this time when there are those who, by
their own admission, would subvert any country that does not embrace a capital-
ist path of development.

The People's National Congress is a Party that has come out of the working-
class, and, as a result, it recognises the interest of the working-class. Prom-
ises made to the workers are always fulfilled.

The promise of interim relief will be fulfilled in spite of the machinations

of the opposition. And to further protect the working-class, the government is

removing obstacles to the worker enjoying a real wage. These obstacles are the
exploiters who comprise the parallel market.

Already many people have come out in support of the actions of the government.

Government has taken steps to protect the worker. It is for the worker to take
steps to protect himself and the national economy.

CSO: 3298/249
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DEFENSE FORCE EXERCISES HELD; BURNHAM GIVES ADDRESS

Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 26 Nov 84 p 1

[Text]

.the District

-THE GUYANA Defence
' Force, with other units ‘of the
Joint Services, is now
engaged in its annual security

_exercise, 8 release from the
GDF Headquarters announce:l

last week.

The exercise is the mapv
feature of the People’s. Army
treining programme and wili
take place this year in areas
within the Mahaicony-Abarq
district of Regnon Five.’

The exercise gets into full
swing today and. i ends
December 1, Militia Day, witih
a mammoth parade throug't
in which -the
salute will be ‘taken by a
senior member of the

. Regional Administration.

“The . military authorities,
convlncod that the elvliv

! community can make 8 vlw

Report on Exercise

~ contribution to the exercise,
“have included in the
. programme  aspects within
: which members of the public
can play " an inpomn*
* role,” the release said.

The general public. is ad-
vised not to become alarmed
during the military exercises.

it is expected to involve
-movement of troops both oi

; foot and by vehicles and the
! transportation  of heavy
lequupment {GNA).

Burnham Speech

Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 2 Dec 84 p 9

[Text]

PRESIDENT Forbes Burn-

.ham yesterday lauded the:

integration of the country’s
‘Armed Forces and contended
that' the . Guyana Poop!es
Miitia is one of the ‘more
vital components of Guyana’s
defence arrangement.

He was speaking -at
Mahaicony at a function to
mark Militia Day ‘84 — the

"eighth anniversary of the

founding of the Guyana

People's Militia.

‘Forces
completed a 10-day military

He had earlier taken the
salute at a March Past by
members of the Armed
who  yesterday

field exercise —  Exercise
Homeland — carried out in
the Mahaicony Area.

He noted that in recent
military exercises, members of
the GPM as well as members
of the Guyana National
Service (GNS) played very
significant roles manning
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some of the heavier and more
sophisticated pieces of
equipment and also serving as
members of the Army’s
parachute regiment. .

“All this leads to the ob-
vious conclusion that the
Forces ere integrated and |

. take It that this integration of
skills really springs from an
integration or identity of

" objective and commitment,”
he told the large gathering of




" civilians and members of the
Armed Forces. :
The members of all three
branches of the Armed Forces
—the GDF, the GPM and the
GNS —he  noted, are com-
mitted to defending Guyana
now under threat from
‘outside forces. “We are under
arms as representatives of oui
nation which is under threat,”
he added.
He referred to the US

invasion of Grenada in-

October 1983 and noted that
fnany persons had dismissed
the wamings of Maurice
Bishop that he and his
country were under threat.
‘““Many thought his
‘(Maurice  Bishop’s) in-
terpretation was wrong... but
lo and behold it happened
and today the popular
‘government of Grenada is out
of office and a foreign army is
‘occupying that country with

-the connivance and assistance

of other West Indians..."” he
reminded his audience as he
stressed the importance of all
Guyanese being vigilant and
being prepared.

Referring to the Guyana-
Venezuela temitorial con-
troversy, he noted that
‘relations between the two
countries . are good at the
‘moment and that Guyana
hopes that “within the im-
mediately ensuing period, by
way of.  dialogue and
discussion”, Guyana and

Venezuela will be able to.

‘amive at 8 mutually ec-
ceptable resuit.

And, dealing specifically
with the GPM, he contended
'that this branch of the
Armed Forces was '‘one of
the more vital components of
our defence arrangement”’.

The GPM, he said, not only

symbolises the involvement of

the ordinary non-military
citizen in the defénce of our
country, but is an “instrument
by means of ‘which we can
sensitise and mobilise the rest

CSO: 3298/247

ot the population.” i

He stressed that the GPM's
task of helping with the
sensitising and mobilising of
the population was very
important for the enemy will
have its representatives and
stooges actively at work in
our communities.

He said one of the
significant _achievements of

the 20 years of the ruing:

People’s National Congress
iGovemment has been the
establishment of. the Armed

"Forces which are there not
merely for parades but for

.active involvement in ' the
exercise of development and
which are dedicated to- the
maintenance and retention of
benefits we have won over
the years. ,

And, noting that the

' branches of the Armed Forces

'provide jobs for tough people
with _commitment, Cde
Bumham sald -he was of the

conviction that Guyana has a_

fine band of young pecple to
stand in the forefront of the

-struggle. [GNA]
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POLICE OFFICIAL SAYS BAN ON WPA WAS FOR SECURITY REASONS

Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Nov 84 p 3

[Text]

CSO:

! srper that the Working

processions and to X
loud speaker st nno?:n:' for
security reasons and fear that
such would have led to @
‘serious bresk down of lew
and order. _
* The Commissioner was
giving evidence in a case in
‘which WPA member Dianne
" Matthews I8 seeking Court
! declarations egainst the
! Commissioner, the Minister of
. Home Affairs and the
! Attorney-General, that the
‘refusal to grant her
. premissions to hold meetings
. and processions &t Lirden,
: Skeldon and other places,
was 8 contravention of her
rights under the Common

guaranteed by the- Con-
stitution of Guyana.

In answer to Counes! for
the applicant as to what
prompted him to' refuse
permission, the Commissioner
said from his experience and
knowledge of the WPA, he
would say that that Party hes
an academic and”operational
capability - to - disrupt the
security and wanquiflity of a
community like Linden and

‘COMMISSIONER of Police ,
Lioyd Barker yesterdsy told:.
h Court Judge, Rudoiph’

People’s Aliance [WPA] was '
refused permission to hold :

Law as provided for and]

Kera Kera.

A

3298/247

‘i "Asked to explain what he

jmeant by having the
.capability, the Commissioner
loxplained: .. “When | say
jcapability | mean the type of

~conduct - which both from

speoch and action together

'people to commit a serious
.break down of law and order
‘In the mining district.”

" Quéstioned  about w !
he had any evidence to
.adduce the Commissioner
'said. ‘| can recollect but i
-and time.”
" The heering continues on
Tuesday next when the
‘Commissioner will be further
.cross-examined. :
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NATION TO HOST MEETING OF CARIBBEAN YOUTH IN AUGUST

Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE

[Text]

GUYANA s to host a total
of 54 youths from Caribbean
islands next August as part of
an international exchange
!programme, being organised
for International Youth Year
lyyl.

on a 17-day visit from August
4 and are expected to be
involved in debates and

“Drug  Abuse’”, ‘Teen
parenthood”’ " and
“Unemployment”.

The young people who will
be selected from St Vincent,
; Barbados, Grenada and
"Trinidad and Tobago will also
ibe expected to complete a
_project or - a phase of a
_project. _

Three other countries
Anguilla, Belize and Saint
Lucia are to be involved in

similar exchange programmes

- and Saint Lucia is expected to

host 15 vouths from Guyana.

‘Meanwhile, most of the
Regions have begun to make
plans to focus on next year's
theme — **Participation,
Development and Peace,” —
and Regions Two, Six , Nine
and 10 have already sub-
mitted their programmes to

CS0: 3298/246

i The youths will come here

distussions on such topics as

in English 19 Nov 84 p 1

the Department of Youth and
Sport.

The consensus is that the *

year ‘will be jaunched with
religious  observances
throughout the country. A co-
.. ordinating committee ‘making
plans for 1YY, is to contact
religious bodies to merge
activities. : .
Plans for other activities
include a National Youth
Camp to be held at Camp
Madewini, where youths will
discuss 8 number of topics,
including: “"The impact of
agricutture in the world"”,
“Choosing a Career” and
»Education opportunities.”

As part of the central
programme for involvir_\g
youths in politics, symposia,

national debating com-.
‘petitions . 3 National Youth °

Convention , school 'lectures
and a National Day of
Community Services will be
held. :

International Youth Day on.

, September 30 will be
highlighted with the staging
of a Peace March throughout
the Regions , culminating in
a Youth Rally. Youths are
expected to demonstrate and
to air their views ;' on pesace
and disarmament..
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SURINAME ANNIVERSARY ELICITS PRAISE FOR FRIENDLY TIES

Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 25 Nov 84 pp 1, 9

[Text]

. PRESIDENT Forbes Bum-
ham has noted the closd co-
operation | between Guyana
and Suriname at the regiondl
and international levels and

‘has expressed the hopé that

the friendly relations between
the two Countries will con-
tinue to flourish.

His views were expressed in °

.separate  National Day
.messages to |Suriname’s
-Acting President L.F. Ramdat-
‘Misler end to leader of ithe
.Suriname Revolution) Lt

Colonel Des! Bouterse.
Suriname obtained political
independence from the
Netherlands nine years ago on |
November 25, . 1975,
Diplomatic  relations  with

_-Guyana were established on!
ithe same day.

Cde Burnham’s message

‘on ibehalf of the govérnment
.and people of iGuyana , to

Suriname’s Acting President

reads, in part: .

' Guyana and Suriname
have worked togéther so
that the mutuality of iin-
terests, bred by our sharsd
historital - and cultural
development could be
transmuted into dctive and
mutually '~ beneficial
progtammes of i co-
operation.  ’

“We have also collaborated
closdly at the regional and
internationé! levels to
prombte: the peace, security
and progtess of all nations.

Burnham Message

| am confident that we will
continue to ifoster such _
collabordtion: and thus
enhance. the warmth and
friendship between our
two | couhtries and
peoples.”

And, in his message ex-
tending “fraternal greetings”

to leader of ithe Surinamese

Revolution and Chairman of
‘the 25th of February
+Movement, Lt. Colonel Desi
Bouterse, Cde Burnham said.
“t is my hope that the
friendly  relations  which
exist betwsen our two

countries and peoples wilt
continue to flourish to our
mutual benefit in the years
ahead.” .
He added: “Please accept
my best wishes for your
good health and for the
" prosperity of the people of
the Republic of Suriname’’.
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Leader Meetings -
Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 2 Dec 84 p 6
[Article by Kamini Persaud]

[Text] Suriname, Guyana's neighbour to the east, celebrated its ninth anniversary
of political independence from The Netherlands one week ago, on November 25.

On Friday, Suriname's Ambassador to Guyana Dr John Kolader spoke with the Guyana
News Agency about current relations between Guyana and .Suriname.

It is Dr Kolader's view that in recent times Guyana—Suriname relations seem to be
"heading in a good direction," with both peoples "Beginning to understand each
other better."

The "political highlight" of these "steadily growing' relations he said, has
been the recent discussions between President Forbes Burnham and Leader of the
Suriname Revolution Lt. Colonel Desi Bouterse.

The two leaders met for about 90 minutes in July at the Timehri International
Airport, when Lt. Colonel Bouterse made a technical stopover en route to Nicaragua
for the fifth anniversary celebrations of the victory of the Sandinista Revolu-
tion. : :

And, earlier this month Prime Minister Desmond Hoyte and the Surinamese leader
also discussed "several matters" when they travelled together to New Delhi for
the funeral of assassinated Indian'Prime‘Minister Indira Gandhi, Kolader said.

Out of these talks has come a commitment to work towards better trade relationms,
technical co-operation and cultural exchanges such as the recent visit to Guyana
of Suriname's Maranatha Choir. L

Kolader said Surinamese delegations Will,visit'Guyana~short1y to discuss techni-
cal exchanges between the universities of Guyana and Suriname, and‘co-operation
in agriculture research. ' : o

He said Suriname hopes to "speedup" decisions on the proposed ferry service be-
tween the two countries and he expects a Guyanese team to visit Suriname shortly
for discussion on the proposed project. BT :

Meanwhile, the two governments are said to be studying ways in which they could
co-operate in curbing brisk illicit trade across the Corentyne River. The
smuggling activities have harmful effects on both countries. '

Both governments, he added, are "intent" on improving relations between the two
republics and give "full support" to the efforts of their respective embassies
in this direction. Kolader, however, stressed that relations between the two
countries are "mot yet what they should be." o :

He cited the lack of knowledge of both peoples of each other's country and cul-
ture, as well as the "ideas" some people still have about the territorial contro-
versy between Guyana and Suriname, as two of the main impediments in the way of

even closer relations.
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But, he explained that the Suriname government does not feel that the territorial
controversy need "hamper" relations between Guyana and Suriname. "I think prob-
lems are meant to be solved...we may have some small problems but I think these
problems can be surmounted," he said. :

"There is a lot of bad news about Guyana, a lot of bad news about Suriname in the
world. And to avoid bad ideas and negative attitudes towards each other we have
to work close together and support each other in nationbuilding," the Surinamese
envoy added. (GNA)

CSO: 3298/246
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“ GUYANA

DEVELOPMENT NEEDS, NOT IDEOLOGY, DRIVES FOREIGN POLICY

Georgetown SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 18 Nov 84 p 5

[Article by Ronald Bostwick:

sim]

[Text]

- which

MANY Third World nations
which were former colonial
possessions of some Woest
European power now find
themselves in a neo-colonial
state in 1984. To_some extent
this state of affairs is really
the inevitable consequence of
colonialism —the system
under which each colony was
actually one big plantation
producing one crop for export
‘to its mother country in
Europe—which necessitated

that the colony depend
almost completely on Europe
for its food needs. ’

Some of these ex-colonies
maintain trade relations with
Europe that have altered little
since colonial times, while the
economically vibrant United
States has secured the
position of dominant trading
partner to most of these
underdeveloped nations. On
the other hand there are

newly lndependent countries
have substituted
.economic dependence on the
West for a new dependence
on the Eastern bloc.

Only economists and other
academics show much in-
terest in statistics. Political
scientists and politicians are
the only ones really interested
in questions of ideology that
go beyond the practical

_necessities of da:ly life.

The man-in-the-street is
unperturbed by the statistical

"practical Trends of Guyana's Co-Operative Social-

fact that.15 per cent of the
population ~ of the United
States —or 34 million
‘Americans —live in poverty. If
already living in poverty in his
own homeland and presented
with the opportunity to
immigrate to the United

States, the average Third

World man will move without '

hesitation even if aware of the

statistics relating to poverty in

the United States.

Again, so long as his oc-
cupation enables him to feed,

clothe and house his family, .

the averagé man is unmoved
by the relentless debate
between doctrinaire
Marxism/ Leninism .and the

defenders of the virtu&s of so- .

called free enterprise. Most
important to Cde. -or Mr.
“Ordinary” are what have
become known universally as

the issues of bread and

,butter.

Marxism/ Leninism which
is about - removing socio-
economic _control from the

hands -of the. privileged few.

and into the hands of true
represanmivu of the people
for the benefit of the people,
holds a:natural appeal to thO
under peregod masses. -

Consegquently, anth
government movements today

tend to be’ Jeftist movomahh

even though Invariably, all

poopla consclously desire ii‘

the opportunity to onioy is

167

.dictatorships that

‘fhou ' ing-in" bn
'the . lm!e lvdlable while the
dow de
increasingly.
* Whgther: or not the Sovueis
-and 4 .:alhes are motivat
by hey ,ljnomc aspirations, the:
fact s that they exhibit an
understanding of the real
prob[em ‘of the Third World
‘= that of under-development..
Conversély, the United States'
apparently motivated primarily.
‘by her perception of the East-
West rivalry and her need to:
maintain. - markets for her.
manufactures,  unreservedly
supports unpopular right-wing-
ignore:
democratic  processes and
routinely violate the human’
nghm of their citizens.

Having resolved to gwe
another -method of socio-
economic - organisation a try
after sitting ot the exploited’
end of the Western Capitalist-
System for too long, Third -

World governments must be

“careful not to lose track of
“national ~priorities and in so

‘doing succumb to the in-
fluence of pure ideology
carried to its extreme.

The Co-operative Socialist
Republic of Guyana has
consistently adopted an
admirable position insofar. as
Marxist/ Leninist ideology is
not followed blindly at the
expense of nationalist goals. |



Most recently evidence of
this is the coming to our
country of four foreign-owned
mining companies which will

significantly boost our gold

production. One of them,
Paranapanema of - Brazil,
which will operate at:

Tassiwini in the North West |
District, will be the first to uze
power alcoho! in Guyena's |
_gotd industry. !

Many local conservatives
must surely be observing |
‘keenly and wondenng]
‘whether they see signs of an t
‘imminent “‘about-turn’ in the
direction of our government’s’
Joreign poficy. Ultra-leftist
‘Marxist/ Leninist ideologues’
:of the Bernard Coard mould
aould also be observing

l
i
i

keenly. Both  factions
however, would be getting afl-
spxcited for thé wrong

‘reasons; for while these latest
‘agreements do not herald a
‘tumabout of policy, they
‘promise gains to the country
worth many millions of much-.
- heeded dollars per year.

- The opportumty to ef-
fectlve!y exploit our resources
m gold ‘deposits must surely
“stir feelings of excitement in
“the hearts of many Guyanese.
Employment opportunities for
“hundreds of Guyanese are
‘near at hand. -Additionally,
-there will be training op-
portunities for many with the
aptitude to assimilate certain
skills for it is projected that
Guyanese will inevitably take
over the . sophnst:cated
operations — after the in-
vestors are allowed enough

time to "gain reasonable
profits.
Meanwhile, Guyanese must

ensure that we acquire the
managerial and technical skills
necessary for the daily
running and maintenance of
the modern mining operaticns
soon to be introduced — in-
volving methods of un-
derground mining which will

cent inefficiency ot the tus
guzzling dredge and the
tedium of the 100-year cid
pork-knocker style surface

mining.

Colonialism and all its
modern variations have no
‘egitimate place in a wond

that rejects the odious
principle of the exploitation of
man by man. Except for the
disreputable regime that
governs the people of

Southern Africa, no govern-
“ment would openly endorse
and justify this working-
principle of a past era.
Foreign investment need not
be anathema!

-Underground gold mining in
our Co-operative Republlc will
not be conducted as it is in
apartheid South Africal
- Foreign investment can
indeed be a blessing to any
developing nation — including

- our. Green Land of Guyana —

‘but we must be careful to
insist on the ' training of
Guyanese in all aspects of the
operations . at - Marundi,
Tassawini, Baramlta Arakaka,
Peter's Mine, Putareng and
Konawaruk.

Guyana needs to boost her
development programme, SO
though unapologetlca“y
Socialist in our orientation,
-Guyanese #re friends to all
our friends and will enter into
genuine partnerships with any
of them.

vastly improve on the 30 per .-

CSO: 3298/246

108




GUYANA

RALLY HATLS LESSONS OF SOVIET REVOLUTION, DEVEtOPMENT
Georgetown GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 19 Nov 84 pp 4-5

[Text] New Amsterdam, Berbice, (GNA)--Developments in the Soviet Union provide
lessons for Guyanese in the achievement and defence of the revolution, Forestry
Minister Sallahuddin said Friday. : : ‘

The Great October Revolution in the Soviet Union is a glorious revolution for
the world, he told participants at a rally at the New Amsterdam Town Hall to
mark the 67th anniversary of the Socialist Revolution.

Also participating in the rally were Soviet T:ade‘Counsellor in Guyana, Cde. V.
Klochkov, and Senior Vice-President of the Guyana Committee for Solidarity and
Peace, Cde. Basdeo Bhaggan. '

Minister Sallahuddin called for unity among all peace—and -freedom loving people
in consolidating against imperialism.

Soviet Counsellor, Cde. Klochkov asserted the Soviet Union's solidarity with the
people of Guyana against imperialism and for the strengthenlng of national sover-
eignty.

Speaking of the achievements of the Soviet Union in the last 67 years, the coun-
sellor said the socialist revolution is an epoch in itself for the Soviet Union.

He said history has never been such rapid progress from backwardnéss, misery and
ruin, to a mighty, modern great power with high levels of production, culture and
standards of living, as in the USSR.

The rally was sponsored by the Guyana Committee for Solidarity and Peace (GCSP)
in conjunction with the Guyana-USSR Committee for Solidarity and Frlendship

In his remarks to the rally, GCSP Senior Vice-President Basdeo Bhaggan urged that
the friendship and co-operation between the peoples of Guyana and the USSR be
strengthened and developed for the benefit of the two countries. '

CSO: 3298/246
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GUYANA

JAGAN ANSWERS QUESTIONS ON POLICY TOWARD CUBA
Georgetown CATHOLIC STANDARD in English 25 Nov 84 p 4

[Text] During the 5-day visit of the Cuban Foreign Minister to Guyana, the
CATHOLIC STANDARD sought an interview with Dr. Cheddi Jagan to ask his views on
the visit and was told to put the questions in writing.

They were submitted on Nov. 12 and 13 and Dr. Jagan replied on Nov. 19. The
questions and answers are as follows:

Q: The PPP in last Sunday's MIRROR expressed the hope that the Cuban Foreign
Minister's visit to Guyana "will be fruitful and will further consolidate rela-

tions between the two countries'.

Yet you, yourself, in a recent letter to the CATHOLIC STANDARD stated that the
PNC did not fulfil the essential conditions for a coalition with the PPP.

You claimed that what existed in Guyana today under the PNC was "bureaucratic—
state, co-operative and parasitic capitalism' and that the PNC at all levels did

not practise democracy.

If that is so, how can your party want Cuba's Marxist-Leninist party to have
stronger ties with the PNC as it is today?

A: The question shifts from state-to-state to party-to—party relationmns.

The PPP has always been in favour of, and worked for, state-to-state relations
with Cuba and other socialist countries on the basis of the Marxist principle of
peaceful co-existence; namely, relations of friendship and co-operation regard-
less of differences in socio-economic systems.

We are glad to see that unlike the periods 1964-1973 and 1978-82, relatioms
between Guyana and Cuba have improved during the past two years to their mater-
ial advantage.

According to the DAILY CHRONICLE (Nov. 12), Cuban Foreign Minister Isidoro Mal-
mierca renewed Cuba's "full support" for Guyana's right to have its territorial
integrity respected and to pursue its own social, political and economic devel-
opment".

110




On its part, the Guyana government expressed solidarity with the Cuban revolu-
tion and called for the unconditional withdrawal of the U. S. Naval Base at Guan-
tanamo,

So far as party-to-party relations between the Communist Party of Cuba (CPC) and
the PNC, that is strictly a matter for the Cuban Party.

Q: You did say in a recent interview with the CATHOLIC STANDARD that the PPP
was discussing with its members the various options open to it, one of which
was a coalition with the PNC.

How does the continued strengthening of relations between the Marxist-Leninist
party of Cuba and the PNC affect the possibility of a coalition between the PNC
and your Marxist-Leninist Party?

A: The PPP, like all communist and workers' parties, exercises full independence
so far as elaboration of its tactics and strategy is concerned.

This is done in keeping with the general principles of Marxism-Leninism and the
concrete conditions in the country, developments in the region and the world
as a whole.

The PPP has been discussing with its members whether or not to have formal
talks with the PNC on programme and policies, not on the formation of a govern-
ment. The Party wants to relieve the sufferings of the Guyanese masses.

At the same time, the Party is fully aware of the fact that solutions aimed at
alleviating the sufferings of the Guyanese working people will not come about
through talks alone.

The masses must also fight unitedly at all levels to bring about their social
emancipation.

In this regard it is not enough to sloganeer 'Produce or Perish" as the PNC has
been doing.

There are obstacles to production and productivity, and these have to be re-
moved.

(Dr. Jagan's views on how production and productivity can be assured have been
omitted).

Improved CPC/PNC relations might help to move the PNC towards a progressive di-
rection.

The possibility of a National Patriotic Front of all democratic, progressive
and revolutionary forces will be determined not by improved CPC/PNC relations
but by the PPP membership and whether the PNC and other forces agree to a pro-
gramme based on democracy, anti-imperialism and socialist orientation.
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Q: The Cuban Foreign Minister disclosed at his pfess conference that he has
spoken with not only government officials, but has visited the PPP and had
talks with you.

Can you say whether he discussed with you a coalition between the PNC and the
PPP or any other form of co-operation between the two parties?

Apart from the Foreign Minister's visit, has Cuba been acting as an interme-
diary between your party and the PNC in an effort to bring about a coalition

or any other form of co-operation?

A: No.

CSO: 3298/246
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GUYANA

BRIEFS

HOUSE OF ISRAEL'S AGRICULTURE--The House of Israel religious organisation is to
become more involved in agriculture, the organisation announced at its first
press conference since it was established over ten years ago. The press con-
ference yesterday was held as the religious group prepares to celebrate the
birthday of its spiritual leader Rabbi Edward Washington, on November 20, and
that of his wife, four days later. According to the Rabbi, the greatest chal-
lenges facing the organisation are the establishment of a thriving settlement
on its Gluck Island farm, Essequibo River, and the promotion of greater public
understanding of the group. The House of Israel maintains 52 temples across
the country. There are 64 priests and congregations totalling 10 000 confirmed
members, Washington said. The members see themselves as natural Jews, and feel
they have found the "promised land" of the bible in Guyana. Washington said
the organisation does not solicit funds: "we raise our own." [Text][George-
town SUNDAY CHRONICLE in English 18 Nov 84 p 7]

HOUSE OF ISRAEL PROJECTS—-A review of the economic projects established by the
House of Israel was one of the highlights of a Monday night birthday celebra-
tion for its leader, Rabbi Edward Washington. Spiced with songs in Hebrew and
English, the function, for Rabbi Washington's 56th birthday, was held at the
group's headquarters in Alberttown. Since it came into being, the House of Is-
rael has been involved in farming projects and the production of plantain chips
and salted peanuts. The group, earlier this year, opened a small manufacturing
plant in West Ruimveldt for the production of the snacks, using charcoal as a
fuel source. It also operates several snackettes and a boutique. Rabbi Wash-
ington said that the church has acquired the 17 000-acre Gluck Island, in the
Essequibo River, and has plans to expand the current level of cultivation and
settlement. TFrom next January, the organisation plans to settle 100 additional
families on the island, Washington said, adding that the target is to have some
4000 people living there by the end of 1985, according to the Guyana News Agency
(GNA). The House of Israel has been actively engaged, too, in spreading the
anti-imperialist message, and Monday took part in a "Hands off Nicaragua"
picketing exercise outside the US embassy in Georgetown. [Text] [Georgetown
GUYANA CHRONICLE in English 22 Nov 84 p 5]

NEW PETROLEUM PRICES--The prices of petroleum products throughout the country
have been increased with effect from yesterday, according to a release from the
Ministry of Trade. The prices were announced in an extraordinary issue of the
Official Gazette. This is the third increase for the year but it does not
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include cooking gas. The last increase was in October. The first increase for
this year was in January. In Georgetown, and within one mile of its boundaries
regular gasolene will cost $1,63 per litre (87,39 per gallon), and super will

be $1,69 per litre ($7,70 per gallon). The new price for diesel fuel is $1,54
per litre ($5,09 per gallon). When sold at a filling station the price of kero-
sene is nmow $1,25 per litre ($5,68 per gallon), and at any place other than a
petrol filling station the price is $1,26 per litre (85,71 per gallon) in George-
town. The new prices for areas out of Georgetown are being published in the
Official Gazette which should be available at weekend. [Text] [Georgetown GU-
YANA CHRONICLE in English 23 Nov 84 p 1]

PNC MOSCOW TALKS--Assistant General Secretary of the People's National Congress,
Cde Urmia Johnson, returned to Guyana, Wednesday after leading a PNC delegation
to the Soviet Union for Party-to-Party talks.. In her absence, Cde Oscar Clarke
performed the duties of Assistant General Secretary and continued planning for
the 20th anniversary of the Party in government. Cde Clarke is the Secretary
of the Production Committee. The PNC acceded to the seat of government on
December 14, 1964, ([Text] [Georgetown NEW NATION in English 25 Nov 84 p 2]

RELEASE OF UNIONISTS--Four out of five persons charged with malicious damage

to property belonging to the Lysons Group of Companies were freed by Magistrate
C. La Bennett at the Providence Court on Wednesday, November 28. The other per-
son was absent and has to make an appearance shortly. The case which involved
Chairman of the GAWU Branch at Lysons Knitwear in the Industrial Site, Secre-
tary Nalini Naraine, P. Lakhanlall, Gobin Ram and one other, dragged on since
February 7, 1983 when the charges were made by the police. The matter was
called for hearing no less than 20 times. The five persons were successfully
defended by Barrister-at-Law, Charles Ramson. The charges were brought against
the five workers at a time when the recognised union, GAWU, was involved in a
dispute with the company over the payment of bonus to workers. The five defen-
dants were among the hundreds who were dismissed by the company. In the mean-
time, the arbitration proceedings between Lysons and GAWU are to start on Decem-
ber 4. The Union is being assisted in the matter by Barristers Ashton. Chase

and Charles Ramson. [Text] [Georgetown MIRROR in English 2 Dec 84 p 4]

BOAT ENGINE SEIZURES--On Friday and Saturday last, CID men seized over 150 out-
board motor engines between 15 and 78 hp from small river craft. The seizures
which took place at the Parika Stelling affected owners of boats which provide
much needed transportation at all hours for river dwellers. Farmers, gold and
diamond miners were heavily hit. Duty slips were disregarded and receipts
were demanded. Parika is a busy internal port at the mouth of the Essequibo
River. Drivers on the West Coast are concerned about reports that cars with
new tyres will be seized next. Other citizens are gripped with fear and expect
private homes to be searched. [Text] [Georgetown OPEN WORD in English 19 Nov

84 p 4]
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JAMAICA

4,000 GOVERNMENT WORKERS AXED; PNP VOICES OBJECTIONS
Government Position
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 29 Nov 84 pp 1, 3

[Text] Just under 4,000 Government employees have been made redundant so far
under the Staff Adjustment Programme, the Minister of the Public Service, the
Hon. Errol Anderson, told the House of Representatives on Tuesday.

Mr. Anderson said that insofar as the actual numbers of persons being laid off
under the programme was concerned, to date the number of terminations under
the programme--that is people who could be properly counted as redundant--
totalled 3,947.

An additional 511 posts which were not filled when incumbents left made the »
total number of posts affected 4,458. The chief Ministries affected were Ag-
riculture, Health and Youth and Community Development.:

Mr. Anderson said that in the United Kingdom the ratio of civil servants in
Central Government to the population was one to 89, in Canada it was one to

80 and in the United States one to 113; but the ratio in Jamaica was one to 53
at an average anjual cost of $13,000 per employee for emoluments and an over-
all average annual cost of $65,000 per employee, when related costs were taken
into account. ‘ :

"What this means is that there is one civil servant for every 53 Jamaicans.

In this figure, babies, children, retired and other unemployed are taken into .
account," the Minister said. "If we use the employed labour force for 1983,
then we find that the ratio is one to 20. This is a more realistic figure if
one is to really fully understand the problem.

"The situation appears even worse if instead of only focussing on Central Gov-
ernment, one were to undertake the entire public sector. Here we find that the
ratio is one to five. In other words, there is one public sector worker for
every five employed workers in the society. It is clear, even if we could af-
ford it, and we can't, that in a private sector-oriented economy, the ratio of
public sector worker to the rest of the economy should be lower."

A lot of adjustments would take place as the programme was effected, Mr. An-

derson said. TFor example, Ministries have been advised that persons of re-
tirement age who are still employed should be immediately retired.
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"We regard this as reasonable, since under the Pensions Law these persons should
now be receiving their superannuation benefits."

A computerised system to compute data on persons working in the public sector
has been put in place to develop a proper personnel data bank so that there
will be adequate information for decision-making regarding the work force in
the public sector.

"We have determined from this data bank that there exists in the system a number
of persons over 60 yearsﬁbld, this includes approximately 500 in Central Govern-
ment, who ought to have retired. After verifying that the information is cor-
rect, necessary steps will be taken.

"In addition to ensuring that persons retire at their proper age, you will have
noted that we have tried to minimize the impact of any lay-off by not filling
vacancies and by trying to shift staff from areas of over-staffing to areas of
under-staffing. Then and only then, do we look at and remove excess and tem~
porary staff from the Establishment," the Minister. said.

Because of the "re-alignment" of functions, it had become necessary to abolish
some temporary and established posts in certain areas, since the margin of
similar or identical functions often resulted in the need for less personnel.
This, however, was not part of the Staff Adjustment Programme, but the on-going
programme of rationalization. ' ‘

The Minister said that there were 36,486 persons in the Civil Service, plus
7,043 members of the Police Force and 16,613 persons employed in Local Govern-

ment services.

"Mr. Speaker, the function of management within the public sector is to manage
efficiently but, on the other hand, several Governments have decided that the
public interest is best served by retaining large numbers of un-needed staff
at the expense of efficient management practices.

"When a Government makes such a political decision it poses serious consequen-
tial problems both to the taxpayer and the national economy. Firstly, an ever-
increasing public sector means an ever—increasing wage bill which pre-empts
substantial funds out of the national budget. Secondly, it reduces the ability
of Government to increase infrastructure and capital investment, and also to
provide other needed social amenities. Thirdly, it negates public sector ef-
ficiency since a high level of public sector employment is incompatible with
proper remuneration for the entire public sector work force.

"Tax more or borrow more are clear choices which place the Government on the
horns of a dilemma. If Government increases public borrowing to sustain public
sector employment levels, it certainly would have the effect of pushing up in-
terest rates, further reducing the availability of loans to the private sector
and retarding the employment-creating possibilities of this sector.

"On the other hand if we continue to expand the public sector and increase the
wage bill, this perhaps could be done out of increased taxation, but, of course,
this would have the effect of reducing the take-home pay of a large number of
workers thus creating another set of problems.
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"One thing to be sure is that either through borrowing or by taxation, there
would be an increase in the state's share of the Gross National Product, a posi-
tion which would contradict the stated philosophy of this administration.”

He said that the Government was acting courageously in order to ensure lasting
social and economic changes which were beneficial to the vast majority.

The attainment of a socially more tolerable level of employment was the Govern-
ment's major purpose, but that was only possible if there was the courage to do
what was necessary, the patience to forebear and the vision to glorify those
actions, he said. '

PNP Criticism
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Dec 84 p 3

[Text] The Peoples National Party (PNP) says it is horrified and disturbed by
the Government's policy of lay-off of Civil Servants and by the manner in which
the policy is being implemented. The Party says that there are distortions in-
herent in the statement to the House of Representative on Tuesday November 27 ~
by the Minister of the Public Service, Mr. Anderson.

In a statement by UWI Senior Lecturer Dr. Edwin Jones who is the PNP spokesman

on the Public Sector, the PNP said that the lay-offs were a direct response of .
what it called "the failure of Mr. Seaga's economic policies'. The release con-
tinued: ' SR

"It is these failures that lead the IMF to insist on more and more rounds of
lay-offs. The lay-off policy is definitely not any planned search for greater
efficiency and productivity in the public sector.”

The Party added that the Hon. Errol Anderson's statement to the House of Repre-~
sentatives was misleading. It said: "He makes an irrelevant comparison be-
tween the ratio of Civil Servants to Citizens in Jamaica on the one hand and
the USA and Canada on the other. Our circumstances in the private and public
sectors are so different as to make these comparisons meaningless.”

The PNP said it was 'revolted' that the lay-off of pensionable personnel was
being undertaken without upward adjustments in the pension rates. It called on
the Government to explain the true reason for "its unstable lay-off policy."

CSO: 3298/255
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JAMATCA

WORKERS PARTY HITS U. S. DIPLOMAT FOR ' INTERFERENCE'
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 25 Nov 84 p 4

[Text] Kingston, Sat., (Cana): The Marxist Workers Party of Jamaica (WPJ)
has dubbed as "gross interference" in Jamaica's internal affairs, a senior US
diplomat's comments here this week urging the government to force ahead with
its economic reconstruction programme, despite its unpopularity.

John Todd Stewart, Minister Counsellor in the American Embassy in opening re-
marks at a conference here on Caribbean development options noted that critics
were questioning the benefits of the government 's structural adjustment pro-
gramme, but he felt it needed time to work.

Saying that there were already few positive results from the government's pro-
gramme, he declared: "These will multiply if the government holds to its
course..."

Divisions

The WPJ said there were divisions in Jamaica today over economic policy, and
that Prime Minister Edward Seaga had stated he would not alter course or touch
"even one blade of grass."

"For such a high official of the US diplomatic mission, knowing the extent of
divisions in our country over this matter to come out publicly in defence of the
current course and to reprimand those in opposition to its is gross interfer-
ence," the WPJ said.

The party said that for American officials to be "so discreet about which

sides they choose to support in our domestic political life" gave greater cre-
dence to recent published reports that the US would destabilise any new govern-—

ment formed by the Jamaican opposition.
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JAMATCA

BRODERICK OUTLINES 'MASSIVE' REPAIR PLAN FOR CANE ROADS
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Dec 84 p 10

[Text] The Minister of Agriculture, the Hon. Dr. Percival Broderick said on
Saturday, November 17, that "a massive repair programme” of cane roads was un-
derway. He was speaking at the half-yearly meeting of the Clarendon Associated
Branch Societies of the Jamaica Agricultural Society, held in Chapleton, states
a release from Jampress.

Dr. Broderick said that the repair programme was undertaken to facilitate the
transportation of cane to the Frome, Bernard Lodge and Monymusk sugar factories.

Agriculture "bears a vast responsibility" in the rebuilding of the Jamaican
economy and nothing should be done to disrupt this sector, Minister Broderick
said.

On the matter of loans, the Minister said there was more money in the credit
system now for use in agriculture than at any other time. He promised the as-
sistance of the Ministry of Agriculture in educating farmers on credit opera-
tions, in order that they could further avail themselves of this avenue of fi-
nancing.

He also voiced support for the planmed setting up of a Famrers' Credit Union.
and offered the use of an office at Danks in Clarendon, to be used by JAS
volunteer workers in planning the pilot credit union project.

Dr. Broderick urged farmers to seek to be gelf-supporting and promised the sup-
port of the Mininstry to the JAS, in the Society's gquest to be self-sufficient,
the release said.

Also addressing the meeting was JAS President, Senator Courtney Fletcher. He

reminded farmers that they could no longer depend totally on Government subven-
tions and would have to look to self-financing.

CSO: 3298/256
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JAMAICA

RISE IN NATIONAL DEBT FROM 1980 TO 1984 CHARTED
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 30 Nov 84 p 22

[Text] The national debt has taken a dramatic turn over the past four years.
On a per capita basis it has trebled, moving from approximately $1,800 per per-
son at the end of December 1980 to $5,400 per person at the end of July 1984.
This reflects a combination of substantial increases in the debt itself, along
with the devaluation effect on external debt. f

Internal Debt

Between December 1980 and July 1984 intermal debt grew by 138.4 percent from
$2,458.1 million to $5,859.0 million. The largest sectoral growth was by local
registered stocks which increased by 179.8 percent and in July accounted for
77.2 percent of internal debt, compared with 65.8 percent at December 1980.

On the other hand, the smallest increase was in Bank of Jamaica advances which
grew by 39.2 percent over the period and in July accounted for 9.1 percent of
internal debt compared with 15.6 percent at December 1980.

There is an evident shifting out of the short end of the market into the long
end in internal debt. This is a positive move as it removes some of the near

_term pressure to pay back loans.

External Debt

Between December 1980 and July 1984 external debt doubled growing by 95.9 per
cent from US$865.1 million to US$1,694.8 million. There were some dramatic
shifts in the sectoral components of external debt during the period. The fol-

lowing table analyses these changes.

EXTERNAL DEBT (US$ MILLION)
; % CHANGEJULY '84 - % DEC.'80 %
JBRD T 41311 $348 192 8918 113
" ADB +1178 1050 62 482 56
. US/AID 47307 3811 ‘228 461 53 .
CCOMM. BANKS  +459 5123 302 3511 406
¢ OTHER C+135 %56 26 3219 312
;enoss L4959 16048 100 3651 100
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US/AID grew by a substntial 739.7 percent over the period from US$46.1 to
US$387.1 million, US/AID in July accounted for 22.8 percent of Gross External
Debt compared with 5.3 percent in December 1980.

On the other hand, Commercial Banks and others have recorded a significant fall
in their proportionate share of external debt. Jointly they have fallen from
accounting for 77.8 percent of Gross External Debt in 1980 to 51.8 percent in
July 1984.

There was also a significant increase in IBRD (World Bank) loans which grew by
232.1 percent from US$97.8 million to US$324.8 million. Their share of exter-
nal loans increased from 11.3 percent in December 1980 to 19.2 percent in July
1984.

Indications from the above is a massive shift from commercial loans to bilateral
loans. This is partly a reflection of a definite shift in Government policy

in combination with the difficulty being experienced by developing countries

and in particular Latin America and Caribbean countries in the commercial mar-
ket as a result of the debt crisis over the past few years.

The shift is beneficial to Jamaica on two important scores. Firstly, the bi-
lateral and institutional loans are normally at a much lower and fixed interest
rate than commercial loans and are more often than not tied to specific pro-
jects. Secondly, they are normally for a much longer time period than the short
to medium term loans of the commercial sector, thereby removing some of the
short term pressure on the Government budget. ‘ : ‘

Cs0: 3298/256
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JAMATCA

NEW TRANSACTION RATE FOR BUYING, SELLING U. S. DOLLARS -
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 30 Nov 84 p 1

[Text] The transaction rate at which commercial banks buy and sell U. S. dol-
lars has been changed as a result of yesterday's modified auction. As from
today, the banks will buy U. S. dollars at J$4.82 per US dollar instead of at
J$4.86 and will sell at J$4.86 instead of J$4.90.

Under the new system the rate at which the dollar cleared the market in the
auction, that is, the clearing rate, is no longer the rate at which banks buy
the U. S. dollar, but at which they sell them.

In yesterday's auction, the clearing rate was J$4.86 the US dollar-~the same

as the clearing rate in Tuesday's auction, but with a different effect, since
the Jamaican dollar will appreciate slightly against the US dollar in the trans-
action rates at the commercial banks.

There were 46 bids totalling USS$4.7 million of which 30 were made by banks
amounting to US$3.0 million. Bids ranged from $4.10 to $5.20 to the US dollar.
Seven bids were rejected totalling US$1.1 million.

Of the total qualified bids of US$3.6 million an amount of USS$0.6 million was
unsuccessful as there was US$3 million in the pool for this auction. Bids
ranging between $4.90 and $5.01 were satisfied 100 per cent and accounted for
US$1.9 million. The balance of US$l.l million was allocated at $4.86 with
bidders at that price receiving 80.1 per cent of the bids.

Of the 39 bids which were qualified, 29 were successful and 10 unsuccessful
representing 8 per cent of the amounts bid.

The new system comes against the background of a continuous decline in the rate
of exchange of the Jamaican dollar vis a vis the US dollar. Over the past
three months the rate of exchange has fallen 26.2 per cent from $3.85 on
September 4 to $4.86 this week.

There was a build-up of unsatisfied bids which at Tuesday's auction, the last
under the old system, amounted to US$16.3 million. Of that amount US$16.3
million. Of that amount US$10 million has been identified for funding outside
the auction by the Bank of Jamaica.

122




Under the new exchange rate system a forward exchange market is to be
and operated by the commercial banks.
starting date or on what basis that market will operate.

There has been no announcement

The forward

is being designed to remove the exchange risk on credit transactions,

encouraging the use of credit foreign exchange.

In a statement earlier this week the Governor of the Bank of Jamaica,
Horace Barber, said that based on current estimates the country could
annually in the order of US$520 million in foreign exchange. He said
a viable forward market was developed and the credit foreign exchange
was utilised, the pressure on the auction market would be removed and
rency stabilised, as that amount would be within manageable levels of

sulting cash foreign exchange demand.

CSO:

3298/255
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JAMAICA

PNP, JLP CHIDED FOR ENGAGING IN '"CHILDISH COLD WAR'
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 3 Dec 84 p 3

[Text] The view that "the cold war which exists between the leadership of the
Jamaica Labour Party and the Peoples National Party is childish and non-pro-
ductive and is inimical to the growth and development of the country, was ex-
pressed by the Rev. Webster Edwards at the Y's Men's International Luncheon
Club at the Y.M.C.A. on Thursday, November 15.

He said that in Jamaica there was a continual, incessant declaration of war
between the leaders of the two major political parties. He believed that there
was no common objective or concensus on any issue which they agreed upon.

"When one looks on some of the major policy decisions over the past ten years,
there seems to be such basic disagreements and contradictions between our lead-
ers that it is not surprising that as a nation we are so hopelessly divided,"
said the Rev. Mr. Edwards.

Their differences on foreign policy were fixed and uncompromising. On domes-
tic policy, one only had to propose an issue, however prudent, and the other
would vehemently disagree, regardless of how beneficial that action might be
to Jamaica and its' future".

It was his belief, he said, that if one was going to prevent the nation from
being torn apart, it was essential that there should be some national policy
on which there was general consensus between the two political leaders. It
would make a mockery for the country if a new government, when elected, rever-
sed the process of the previous government and pursued a new policy.

Turning to the issue of the International Monetary Fund, the Rev. Mr. Edwards
said it was inconceivable that the two political leaders were unable to agree
on a unified policy of dealing with the programme. The greatest need of the
hour was for meaningful and amicable discussions between Prime Minister Seaga
and the President of the People's National Party, Mr. Michael Manley.

He spoke about the many people who had been laid off from the public sector
and said that forecasting, an essential element in any business enterprise,
had become an impossibility, and this inability to forecast had the effect

stagnating growth and development in the private sector.
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He expressed his disappointment at the operation of Jamaica's public transport
system which, he said, was an embarrassment to any country which would call

itself 'ecivilised'. According to him Jamaica's public transport system was
more efficient and dependable 25 years ago.

CSO: 3298/255
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JAMAICA

CUSTOMS OFFICERS, PORT SECURITY GUARDS IN FRACAS
Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 29 Nov 84 pp 1, 3

[Text] A dispute between Custom Protective Officers (CPOs) and security guards
at Western Terminals erupted into violence yesterday morning during which sev-
eral security guards were attacked and beaten by the customs men who have been
objecting to their vehicles being searched by the guards on entering and leaving
the wharves as required by regulations.

Three other waterfront workers were also reported injured by gunfire, when
police arrived to restore order.

Last night Jampress reported that Prime Minister Edward Seaga had reaffirmed
orders that CPOs be liable to search "or face strong disciplinary action."

Jampress said that according to security personnel at the port two private se-
curity guards employed by the Port Authority were severely injured, one of them
having to undergo brain surgery. .

According to reports to the GLEANER the clearing of goods from the wharves at
Western Terminals came to a standstill shortly after 1 'oclock Tuesday after-
noon when the customs men sealed the entrance and exit gates following a fuss
with the security guards over the searching of their cars.

The impasse over the searching of cars had been brewing for the past three
months when, acting on what they said were instructions from the managers of
the Port Authority and Western Terminals, the security guards began to search
the vehicles of all Custom Protective Officers and clerks entering and leaving
Western Terminals.

The customs men resented this and objected to their vehicles being searched,
co-operating only when their superiors were present. The problem flared up
Tuesday afternoon. Reports of what happened are conflicting.

The guards told the GLEANER that since they stepped up their search some three
months ago everybody except the Custom Protective Officers co-operated. The cus-
toms men claimed the guards had no authority to search them but the guards told
the GLEANER that they were instructed to search the vehicles because of the in-
crease in the drugs trade and illicit goods passing through the wharves.
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The guards said the trouble began Tuesday morning when a CPO came out of his
car wielding a cutlass when the guards attempted to search his vehicle. He and
about 70 colleagues forced the gate open and a tug~of-war developed with the
security guards trying to close the gate. '

Almost all posts were abandoned by the customs men who locked the gates by put-
ting steel seals into the locks. The clearing of goods came to a halt and peo-
ple were unable to leave or enter. The customs men even blocked the small
"freelane" gate through which people but no cargo is allowed to leave. It was
not until about 5:30 in the afternoon that a customs surveyor was able to per-
suade the men to clear the gate.

The customs men, the guards said, broke into the security office and ripped
the labels from goods seized and being held for court purposes.

Relating what took place yesterday morning the guards told the GLEANER that
the customs men were after one security guard in particular, Mr. Clement Brett,
whom they said was disliked by the customs men because of the strictness with
which he executed his duties.

There was an altercation between Mr. Brett and a customs man yesterday morning
and about 100 customs men converged on the scene, outnumbering the guards, "and
mob the man'" one guard told the GLEANER. Mr. Brett received several blows from
stones and stocks and was badly battered in his face and head. He had to be
rushed to the hospital covered in blood.

One of Mr. Brett's colleagues, from Vanguard Security Company, went to his as-
sistance and was beaten and had to receive treatment at hospital.

The customs security officers claimed Mr. Brett harassed them but the other
security guards were '"cool."

Giving the customs men's version of what happened, one custom service officer
told the GLEANER that when he arrived at work Tuesday morning and left for
lunch at noon none of the guards attempted to search his vehicle. However when
he returned from lunch at 1 p. m. he was stopped by the guards who demanded to
search his car. He refused to let the guards search his car and reversed into
the road. He said that he was "yushed" by about 10 guards, and when a senior
custom officer came to his assistance, the guards pounced on the senior officer
and kicked and boxed him.

He then walked into the wharf and with the assistance of several of his collea-
gues who had by then gathered around the scene sealed off the gates with seals
the protective officers were empowered to use in certain situations.

Yesterday morning the same customs man was again approached to have his car
searched as he entered the compound to report for work. He told the GLEANER
that several company vehicles which were refused entry by the guards lined the
street. '

He said he walked into the compound and with the assistance of his colleagues
sealed off the gates. '"A customs officer who came to my assistance was
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assaulted--kicked and boxed by a security guard," he told the GLEANER, and "a
confrontation flared up". He said he knew nothing about a guard being as-—

saulted.

According to the Jampress release the stepped-up security procedures were inaugu-
rated after an increase in illegal imports, including arms, was detected in

October.

Under existing rules, the CPOs are liable to search but have the option of re-
questing that a senior customs official be present during the check, Jampress‘

said.

The CPOs are not customs examiners. They check the documents of goods going
in or out of the customs area. There are 65 CPOs employed at the port, only
about 10 of whom are on duty at any one point, Jampress said.

CSO: 3298/255
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SPAULDING URGED TO DISCLOSE EVIDENCE OF PNP-CRIME LINK

Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English »29 Nov 84 p 8

[Editbriai { "The PNP and Emergency'']

[Text]

CSO:

Atv a press conference on
Friday, October 5, the Chair-
man of the People’s National
Party, Mr. Patterson, issued a
warning that the country was
being prepared for the declara-
tion 'oF a State of Emergency by
the Government. Political par-
fisan statements are expected in
our . democratic system, and
one. must expect that a party
which is in opposition, even
outside of Parliament, must be
ftee to comment and to crit-
icise and even to cry wolf in
warning the society. :
Therefore -in commenting
on the PNP’s call we will only
refer to that section of Mr.
Parterson’s speech in which he
said: “Information available to
the People’s National Party
suggests that Government is
now -contemplating a declara-
tion of a State of Emergency.
We warn the country that this
is an extreme step that can only
be a last resort. The party
asserts that there is nothing to
justify a State of Emergency

‘with its far-reaching implica-

tions.” M. Patterson is thereby
stating that the conditions in
the country in” October 1984
did not resemble those in June
1976 when the then govern-
ment, of which he was a princi-
pal architect, declared .a Stare

3298/254

of Emergency which lasted for
11 months.

. We are glad 1o see that Mr.
Patterson in his statement again
repeated his party’s stand that
it was willing to co-operate in
all efforts to eradicate crime
and ensure full security of the
nation. That is why we join
with the PNP in again urging
the Minister of National Secu-
rity- and Justice, Mr. Spaulding,
to make public the evidence on
which he has based a number
of statements which suggests
that some in the PNP and
some in other parties have a
vested interest- in the devel-
opment of crime in the society.

We are glad that the warn-
ings which we ourselves made
in 1976 against the need for a
State of Emergency have now
been heeded by the pany
which was then in government.
A State of Emergency, as Mr.
Parterson rightly said, must be
a last resort, and a very last
resort at that. And we would
suggest that with the 1974 Sup-
pression of Crimes Act there is
hardly a need for a State of
Emergency as that Act gives the
security forces all the power
they need to get at the crimi-
nals. .
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POLICE URGED TO REPORT ON STATUS OF ARMS-CACHE PROBE

Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 30 Nov 84 p 12

[Editorial: "Police on the Move'"]

[Text]

CS0:

1. recent weeks the Police have
been- taking action to clean

itsélf of the image of having in
“its'ranks a iumber of men who
“are corrupt and inefficient, and

this is -all to the good. The
Police have also. been taking
actidn in relentless pursuit of
the - criminal-minded and the

‘ériminals -and we commend

them on ‘this. We have noted
4h fincredsing pattern of artests
being made instead of criminals
being killed on sight, and we
commend the Police on this.
But we should like to get some
more . information on ‘some
events which have happened in
the -past few weeks, and on
piavl'uicﬁ~ investigations have be-
gun.

. We refer for example to the -

arms cache of 12 automatic
h'ifgh»powered’ ﬁuns, and some
of :lower calibre, and 6,000
founds - of ammunition for
them,- which were seized by
secarity . authorities at Norman
Manley Airport .on Tuesday,
Ociober 2 after Customs oft)i,-
cers found them hidden among
‘foodstuff in four barrels.

3298/254

We were told that Interpol,
the international police agency,
and the Fede:al Bureau of In-
vestigations of the United
States- have been brought into
the .case by our local Police, as
the arms cache reportedly came
from Miami, Florida.

We understand that a ‘man

~was -detained by the Police for

queéstioning in connection with
the find, and was released after

questioning; but we have heard

nothing since. We urge the
Police to tell the. public what is
the latest position in respect of
this alarming find

And then again with regard
to the killing of the Lue family
on September 16, we have been

- told that at least two men have

been killed by the Police, two

men who were suspected to .

have been involved. We should
like to get from the Police a
full statement on the latest
position. Are there other sus-
pects, and how is the investiga-
tion going in respect of them?

" A statement from our alert
.Commissioner would be most
“welcomed. :
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JAMAICA

NEW AIRCRAFT REGULATIONS AIM AT CUTTING DRUG TRAFFIC
Kingston THE DATILY GLEANER in English 1 Dec 84 pp 1, 3

[Text] New measures to tighten control over the movement of aircraft into and
out of aerodromes and airstrips in Jamiaca went into effect Thursday with the
Minister of Public Utilities and Tramsport, the Hon. Pearnel Charles, signing
new regulations as part of the stepped-up fight against drug traffickers.

Under the new regulations, aircraft can only land and take off at licensed aero-
dromes and international flights can only operate out of a customs aerodrome.
For contravention of thesé'regulatidns the ‘operator and crew of the aircraft

can be fined up to $100,000 or three times the value of the aircraft and its en-
gine, accessories and equipment,vwhicheVef is'greétér,.and or up to five years
in prison. : '

For constructing an aerodrome without written approval of the Minister, for
operating an unlicensed aerodrome or preparing land for use as an airstrip the
penalty is now a maximum $100,000 and/or up to five years in prison.

Signing the new regulations at his Ministry, Mr. Charles said Jamaica was

fast developing enemies in the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom as
the area from which mairjuana (ganja) and cociane were being shipped into their
countries; and the Government was seriously concerned with the trafficking of
drugs locally. : Poeooes ' '

The island's schools and other institutions were under serious attack from push-
ers of cocaine, marijuana’and other drugs.’ Landing and take-off in and from

the country had become a habit.: Ammunition and uncustomed goods, people from
other countries who did not wish to .come through Immigration were entering Jamaica
at their will, he said. o '

"We are not safe if we cannot control who enters our country and what they
enter with," he warned. '"At present, satellite information reveals there are

63 aerodromes or landing strips from which people are taking off and entering
Jamaica."

According to a Jampress release, the Minister said he had invited all owners
and operators of such aerodromes and airstrips to meet him at the Ministry yes-—
terday when he would be outlining to them the regulations he signed and other
things which they should know.
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Between November 1-28, he said, 220 acres of ganja were destroyed islandwide
and the nation would have to make up its mind whether a few people enjoying im-
mense riches out of drug pushing would be allowed to destroy a generation of

young people.

Very many young people were now sucking their nails; others' faces were being
destroyed sucking marijuana pipes. This was no way to run a country.

"This country will have to take a decision now," said Mr. Charles. '"The Govern-
ment is calling on all organisations and institutions to declare where they
stand now. For me, it is very clear that some of the political leaders of this
country are not in support of the war against drugs.

"They are separating marijuana from cocaine," he continued, adding that his
Ministry was more than satisfied that more than 50 per cent of the people in-
volved in marijuana "are also involved in cocaine."

The medium through which cocaine was entering Jamaica was through the ganja
trade, he said. "Guns, ammunition, dogs are being brought in," he stated.

Without attacking the United States, Mr. Charles said it was the United States
citizens who were responsible for more than 75 percent of the ganja growing here.

Jamaicans were being threatened from entering the United States because of the
ganja trade here, he said; noting "the present Government is under serious at-
tack out in the field by some members of other political parties that we are
agents of foreign power against marijuana. This means they are in full support
of marijuana spreading around the country." :

Mr. Charles said the Churches had already declared their stand against drugs
and his Ministry had met with some leaders of commerce and would meet with them
once again.

"There must be a war," he warned, "that this country will remain unblemished in
the eyes of the international community."

Following is the text of the new regulations:

"These Regulations, which may be cited as the Civil Aviation (Control of Aero-
dromes and Airstrips) Regulations, 1984 are made under the Civil Aviation Act
1966, as recently amended.

2. The Regulations, which become effective today (29.11.84) contain the follow-
ing provisions with respect to aircraft landing and taking-off in Jamaica and
with respect to the construction and operation of aerodromes and airstrips in

Jamaica.
3. Places for landing and take-off of aircraft--Regulation 5.

a) an aircraft shall not land or take-off at any place in Jamaica other than
an aerodrome in respect of which a licence has been granted under these
Regulations and remains in force;
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b) an aircraft engaged in an international flight shall not land or take-off
at any place in Jamaica other than at a customs aerodrome;

¢) an aircraft shall not land or take off at any licensed aerodrome at any time
other than during the hours of operation of that aerodrome notified pursuant to
regulation 9.

" Where an aircraft lands or takes-off or attempts to land or‘také'off'in con- ..
travention of regulation 5, the operator and crew of the aircraft shall be guilty
of an offence and shall be liable-- ' : - ‘

2) on summary conviction in a Resident Magistrate's Court, to a fine not ex—
ceeding twenty thousand dollars or three times the aggregate value of the-air-
craft, its engines, accessories and equipment, whichever is the greater, or

to imprisonment with or without hard labour for a term not exceeding three
years or to both such fine and imprisonment; o

b) on conviction before a Circuit Court, to a fine not exceeding one hundred
thousand dollars or three times the aggregate value of the aircraft, . its en-
gines, accessories and equipment, whichever is the greater, or to imprisonment
with or without hard labour for a term not exceeding five years, or to both such
fine and imprisonment. L P :

4. Construction and Operation of Aerodromes and Airstrips—--Regulation 12

(1) No person shall construct an aerodrome without first obtaining the approval
in writing of the Minister. : :

(2) No person shall operate an unlicensed aerodrome.

(3) No person shall clear, delineate, construct or otherwise prepare any land
for use as an airstrip. S ‘ - :

(4) No person shall utilize any land or area of water as an airstrip.

(5) Any person who contravenes the provisions of paragraph (1), (2) (3) or (&)
shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable.—

(a) on summary conviction in a Resident Magistrate's Court to a fine not ex-
ceeding twenty thousand dollars or to imprisonment with or without hard labour
for a term not exceeding three years or to both such finhe and imprisonment;
(b) on conviction before a Circuit Court, to a fine not exceeding one hundred

thousand dollars or to imprisonment with or without hard labour for a term not
exceeding five years or to both such fine and imprisonment." Co

CS0: 3298/253
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JAMATCA

BRIEFS

ACCOUNTABILITY COMMISSION--In the wake of the latest report to Parliament on
the deterioration in public accounting, Prime Minister Edward Seaga yesterday
announced the establishment of a Commission of Public Accountability to start
operating from January next year. A Jampress release last night said the
agency to enforce accountability in the public sector had been authorised by
Cabinet on November 19. The Public Accounts Committee of the House of Repre-
sen-atives, which has been examining accounts for the financial years 1981/82
and 1982/83, tabled its latest report in the House on Tuesday. The committee
expressed astonishment at the deterioration in the situation since 1975/76.
According to the Jampress release "Mr. Seaga said that this Commission will
fill a critical gap in overcoming one of the main problems contributing to
poor accountability as a result of the gross negligence in the implementation
of recommendations of the report of the Public Accounts Committee. 'This
cannot and must not continue," he said. "The Commission will function outside
of the Ministries as a statutory organisation to ensure that its personnel are
free to see to it that the recommendations are put into effect, the Prime Min-
ister said. It will work to improve accountability in the public sector which
is comprised of Central Government, Local Government, public enterprises and
statutory bodies, monitoring the implementation of the Auditor General's recom-
mendations in regard to theseé bodies. Instances of irregularities, breaches
of regulation and weaknesses in internal control disclosed in the reports of
the Auditor General and Public Accounts Committees over the years, audits of
Government bodies, committees and commissions will be followed up diligently
by the new commission, Mr. Seaga said. The commission will consist of a chair-
man, executive director and two other members. [Excerpts] [Kingston THE DAILY

GLEANER in English 29 Nov 84 pp 1, 3]

CAPITAL FUND WITHDRAWAL--Resolutions approving the withdrawal of $25 million
from the Capital Development Fund as well as the conclusion of a loan agreement
between the National Development Bank and the European Economic Community (EEC)
for L1.1 million, were passed by the House of Representatives on Tuesday.

The $25 million withdrawal from the CDF under the Bauxite (Production Levy)

Act is to be disbursed to the Jamaica Bauxite Institute, the Jamaica National
Investment Promotions Limited, the Bureau of Management Support and Project
Analysis and Monitoring Company for the purposes of meeting their budgetary
expenses. The EEC loan to be NDB is to provide additional resources to the
Bank for the promotion, through approved financial intermediaries, of small
and medium sized firms and for the financing, by way of loans, of their invest-
ment cost requirements. The principal of the loan shall be repaid in 60 half-
yearly payments at an interest rate of 1% per annum. Interest is payable
half-yearly. [Text] [Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Dec 84

p 14]
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MEXICO

PRI SWEEPS HIDALGO AMID HIGH DEGREE OF ABSTENTIONISM
Mexcio City EXCELSIOR in Spanish 3 Dec 84 pp 23-A, 29-A
[Article by Tomas Cano M. and Rodolfo Wong ]

[Text] Pachuca, Hidalgo, 2 December—-With an abstention rate of almost 75
percent, the Institutional Revolutionary Party won 84 mayoralties which were
at stake today in the state. There were 117 candidates from 8 political
parties, and the heaviest voter registration was in rural areas.

The PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party] had no challengers in 60 of the
84 municipalities, and in some of them the opposition parties had also pro-
posed the same PRI candidates. On 95 percent of the tickets in‘the state
(about 1,000), only the official party was represented, according to the
State Electoral Commission.

At 1800 hours the CEE [State Electoral Commission] announced that the elections
had been carried out without any serious incidents. There were no charges of
fraud from the challenging parties. The highest rate of citizen participa-
tion took place in the Huasteca area, while in the larger cities like Pachuca,
Tulancingo, Tula, Actopan, Ixmiquilpan and Tizayuca, the voters appeared apa-
thetic.

There were nearly 750,000 persons registered to vote. CEE Chairman Jose
Guadarrama Marquez said before the polls opened that one half million people
were expected to vote; however, figures released by the PRI through its del-
egate general in Hidalgo, Miguel Angel Barberena, indicated that fewer than
350,000 persons voted. '

State Governor Guillermo Rossel de la Lama and the chairman of the PRI State
Administrative Committee, Roberto Valdespino Castillo, expected the official
party to win in the 84 municipalities. The state's chief executive said that
there was a "climate of peace and participation. Historically the PRI has
always won here," and he described the elections as a "civic celebration.”

Rossell admitted that the PST [Socialist Workers Party] is the second largest

political force in Hidalgo and that it had strong influence in the Huasteca
area, "raising some fair questions,” but that it had been defeated and had
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even "crossed over." The PST put up the same candidates as the PRI in five
municipalities in the northern part of the state.

In addition, the Authentic Party of the Mexican Revolution, which was seeking
eight mayoralties, lost its only opportunity to win in Tizayuca. Its original
candidate, Omar Monroy, was removed from the ticket last Sunday for alleged
acts of violence which occurred during the closing days of his campaign. At
the last minute the PARM [Authentic Party of the Mexican Revolution] named
Juan Quezada Cano to fill the vacancy. Monroy is a disenchanted former PRI
member who switched to the PARM. '

Governor Rossell said the opposition is attempting to take over "vacancies in
the system," but that its sparse representation in the state had spoiled its
chances to win any offices. The executive said that in addition much of the

strength of the minority parties lies in their being able to pick up dissident

former PRI members.

The governor attributed the phenomenon of abstentionism "in part to the eco-
nomic crisis," but he said that much of it is due to the scanty representation
of the opposition parties. "Thisdoesnot mean that the PRI won by 'default.'

The party certainly has a good following and is well established," Rossell -

explained. !

Valdes Castillo, in turn, pointed out that the political parties "which only
temporarily stand behind their slogans" participated in the elections "purely
for political reasons." Proof of this, he said, is the particular case of
Pachuca, where the PRT [Revolutionary Workers Party] and the PSUM [Unified
Socialist Party of Mexico] joined forces to proose "a good businessman," but
afterward "did not have the necessary people to represent them in the 60
vacancies in the city."

The same thing happens‘when they support the PRI candidates, since they are
trying to get their own supporterson the municipal tickets.

In Huasteca, where possible violence was expectéd, the elections went off
peacefully, while the Mexican Army, as usual, increased its vigilance in the
area,

In Pachuca a large group of PRI members celebrated the victory of their can-
didate, Ernesto Gil Elorduy, in the afternoon across form the PRI building,
and in the offices leaders indicated that similar celebrations were taking

place in other municipalities.

8735
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MEXICO

PRI SONORA CANDIDATE SELECTION SHOWS LOCAL-CENTRAL SPLIT

Gubernatorial Candidate Considered Oufsider“
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish No 422, 3 Dec 84 pp 13-17
[Article by Elias Chavez])

[Text] One PRI [Institutional Revolutionary Party] member vented his anger
with a joke: ' T e e e RN
"Darn Jesus Garcia! He should have let the freight cars loaded with dynamite
blow up in Nacozaril!" : o - : ' o S

"Why? Rodolfo Felix Valdes had not beﬁn'born yet;"‘answered'another party '
member in the"Salon de los Presidentes of the state PRI in Hermosillo. This
was just after their leader, Daniel Acosta Cazares, had unveiled the candidate.

A native of Nacozari, engineer Felix Valdes, secretary of communications and
transport and the president's man, was anointed as future governor of Sonora
on Wednesday, 28 November. The "caciques" who ‘tried to impose their own can-
didate had been defeated. This defeat implied another evil, centralism, which
the people of Sonora consider savage and authoritarian.

For about 4 months, the demand of the people of Sonora had been. almost unani-
mous: "Anyone except Felix Valdes." This was not because they had something
against the secretary of communications and transport but because they did not
know him. He had left Sonora 40 years before. T ' ! ‘

Sonora is the land of "caudillos" and "caciques.™ The “caciques," headed by

a man many consider the most powerful "cacique" in Mexico, Faustino Felix Serna,
threw themselves into the battle against the central government in an attempt
to control the selection of the candidate for governor.

Faustino Felix Serna was a bookkeeper, restaurant owner and lumber transporter,
among other activities, before appearing at the side of Rodolfo Elias Calles.
This son of the Top Leader of the Revolution appointed him alderman at the Ca-
jeme City Hall. When Rodolfo died, Faustino became president of the municipal-
ity and inherited his followers.
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In 1961 Faustino contributed money, people and all the means at hand to make
Luis Encinas Johnson state governor. .He himself assumed leadership of. the po-
litical campaign and incorporated a youth, Carlos Armando Biebrich, as press
coordinator. Biebrich became the main speaker for Encinas Johnson.

After he became governor, Encinas repaid Faustino with the Ciudad Obregon City
Hall so the "cacique" acquired control of the southern part of the state. They
even called him "governor of the south." He appointed Biebrich secretary of

the city hall.

During Encinas' second 3-year term, Faustino was named federal deputy and Bie-
brich the governor's private secretary. As his term neared an end, Faustino's
candidacy sprung up supported by Encinas. Violence broke out in the state.
"Faustino, no!" was the popular cry.

Faustino organized a private army, Ola Verde [Green Wave]--named for the color
of its members' hats--to fight his opponents. Of course, he named Carlos Ar-
mando Biebrich main speaker for his campaign.

After winning, Faustino repaid Biebrich. He supported him in becoming a fed-
eral deputy. He also helped him participate in Luis Echeverria's presidential
campaign. Biebrich welcomed the presidential candidate who first named him
speaker for his campaign and then, after becoming president, appointed him as-
sistant secretary of government.

As the end of Faustino's term approached, Echeverria wanted to do another fa-
vor for Biebrich: name him governor. However, there was an impediment. The
state constitution set a minimum age of 36 for governor and Biebrich was 31.
For a president of the republic and Faustino himself, this was no great prob-
lem: 15 days before Biebrich's debut, they had the constitution amended. Now

the minimum age for governor is 30.

Earlier, Faustino had established a chain of newspapers: LA VOZ DEL NORTE in
Nogales, EL SONORENSE in Hermosillo, LA VOZ DEL PUERTO in Guaymas, TRIBUNA DEL
YAQUI in Ciudad Obregon and EL INFORMADOR DEL MAYO in Navojoa. They were all
offset print with the best equipment. They were his instrument for defense
and political pressure. They were so effective that he managed to impose 60
percent of the municipal presidents in the state in 1973. .. o

Young, good-looking and charismatic, Governor Biebrich was adored by the people
of Sonora. His close friends recalled that when he received his law degree,
they organized a celebration for him in his hometown, Sahuaripa. One of the
civic leaders, Father Cornides, had renown as a prophet. He prophesied that
Biebrich would have a meteoric rise in politics but he also warned him:

"Don't for get your own, the poor, because if you forget them, youh fall will
also be meteoric.”

As soon as he became governor, Biebrich's "blood turned to water, as his coun-
trymen say." There was no cabaret where he did not hold banquets. .That was
the time when the most famous "vedettes" of Mexico went to Sonora and were

seen with the governor.
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The worst thing was that he did not want to or could not break away from the
"caciques" and landowners. While the governor enjoyed himself, the peasants
rebelled in the Yaqui and Mayo valleys. In October 1975, they held a rally in
San Ignacio Rio Muerto and invaded farms. Biebrich ordered their eviction.
The State Judicial Police intervened and there was a shootout. Seven peasants
died and the governor fell from office.

Faustino Felix Serna and his newspapers demanded an iron hand against the pea-.
sants. Faustino and his newspapers also took over Biebrich's defense.

When Echeverria expropriated farms in the Yaqui and Mayo valleys and distri-
buted them to the peasants, Faustino and his newspapers supported and defended
the landowners. However, Faustino met with Echeverria and personally nego-
tiated indemnization for himself since some of his farms were affected. He
negotiated well and recovered all he had allegedly lost and more.

Later during Governor Samuel Ocana's first 3-year term, Francisco Obregon,
Gen Alvaro Obregon's son, appeared as candidate for the municipal presidency
of Cajeme. Faustino who had a blood feud with the Obregon family was opposed.
Through his newspaper in Ciudad Obregon, he supported the candidacy of engi-
neer Adalberto Rosas Lopez, the PAN [National Action Party] nominee, and made
him win. Now Rosas Lopez is the PAN candidate for state governor. ’

Enguerrando Tapia was the director of Faustino's chain of newspapers until 3
years ago. He finally tired of being the voice of the "cacique" and convinced
him to sell him one of the newspapers, EL SONORENSE. He tried to get credit
to buy it but Faustino beat him to it. He chose to sell it and LA VOZ DEL
NORTE to the AMI agency. A week after this, Enguerrando died.

Faustino still has three newspapers and uses them as battering rams in the cur-
rent governor's race. About 4 months ago, he began a campaign that the next
governor should be "from here"--as they call politicians with permanent resi-
dence in Sonora--as opposed to "from there" as they identify Rodolfo Felix val-
des and those who are in public office in the Federal District.

Faustino also established COCIPRES [civic committees in favor of permanent re-
sidence in the state] throughout the state led by politicians associated with
him. They have insisted that the PRI candidate must have lived there for at
least 5 years. '

Governor Samuel Ocana has remained aloof during that campaign. Far from con-
fronting Faustino, he has managed to give political room to some of Faustino's
followers. His political career, like Biebrich's, has been "meteoric.". In
1973 he became municipal president of Navojoa. When Biebrich fell 2 years la-
ter, Governor Carrillo Marcor named him assistant secretary and then secretary
of government. In 1978 he became president of the state PRI and from there
governor. His greatest attribute was not belonging to any of the traditional
political groups. However, he was very careful not to confront Faustino.

In the current race, the PRI has made another experimént. On Saturday, 24 No-

vember, it officially announced a list of seven possible candidates for
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governor: senator Alejandro Sobarzo Loaiza; senator Fernando Mendoza Con-
treras; federal deputy Ricardo Castillo; secretary Rodolfo Felix Valdes;
Eduardo Estrella Acedo, mayor of Cajeme; Alicia Arellano de Pavlovich, former
mayor of Hermosillo; and Cesar Tapia Quijada, former federal deputy and a PRI
member with a lengthy career. ‘

Of all these, only Felix Valdes and senator Sobarzo were considered Sonora re-
sidents "from there." The campaign by Faustino and his allies was basically

aimed at them.

Faustino and his group supported mayor Eduardo Estrella and senator Mendoza
Contreras of the Sonora people "from here." ) '

Actually, the people of Sonora, after hearing the list of possible candidates,
thought that they would be the ones who would decide, manipulated or not by
the "caciques." They built up their hopes and analyzed the pros and cons of
all except one--Felix Valdes. "We don't know him. He has not lived in Sonora

for 40 years."

They even assumed that Felix Valdes was only a "padding candidate." They
still thought this on Wednesday, 28 November, when approximately 150 PRI mem-
bers—--sector leaders and delegates--met in the Salon de los Presidentes at

1200 hours.

They had been convoked at the last minute so the convention coordinator of

the PRI national executive committee, Maximiliano Silerio Esparza, could an-
nounce the convocation to elect a candidate for governor. . This occurred but
immediately afterward the general delegate, Pedro Luis Bartilotti, announced:

"Daniel Acosta has something to tell you."

Acosta began: "The party sectors have asked me to tell you that the bases
have revealed that we want to endorse the candidacy of engineer Rodolfo Felix

Valdes...."

With grief-stricken or furious faces, all received the news in silence. The
only thing heard was:

"Darn Jesus Garcia...!"
Valdes Biographic Details
Mexico City PROCESO in Spanish No 422, 3 Dec 84 p 15

[Text] Considered a "pure technician," engineer Rodolfo Felix Valdes will be-
come governor of Sonora, one of the most politicized states in the republic.

Born in Nacozari on 22 May 1922, he left Sonora in 1941 to study at the Na-
tional Engineering School of UNAM [National Autonomous University of Mexico]
where he received his degree in 1945. His thesis was "Construction of con-

crete structures in Mexico City."
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From 1948 to 1966 he was professor of topography and from 1954 to 1958 secre-
tary of the School of Engineering. He was also a bridge planner for the Se-~
cretariat of Communications and Transport and did projects for private con-
struction enterprises as well as for the DDF [Federal District Department ],
Secretariat of Hydraulic Resources and the Secretariat of National Defense.

From:1959 to 1961 he headed the Mexican Association of Civil Engineers and
from 1961 to 1963 the Standing Committee of the Conference of Engineering
Schools. From 1963 to 1966 he was a member of the University Council.

In the Secretariat of Public Works he was chief of the Planning Department,

director general of planning and programs, technical adviser to the National
Committee on Local Roads and assistant secretary of the sector from 1966 to

1982, '

He has also been an adviser to Banobras, Federal Toll Roads and Bridges, Air-
ports and Auxiliary Services, the Vicente Guerrero Forestry Unit and chairman
of the Vigilance Committee of INFONAVIT [Institute of the National Fund for
Workers Housing]. '

President Miguel de la"Madrid appointed him secretary of communications and
transport 2 years ago. He belongs to CNOP [National Confederation of Popular
Organizations] but has never participated in partisan activities.

T .
CSO: 3248/183°
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NETHERLANDS ANTILLES

PRIME MINISTER DISCUSSES EMIGRATION, OIL REFINERIES
Willemstad AMIGOE in Dutch 13 Nov 84 p 6

[Interview with Prime Minister Maria Liberia-Peters, by parliamentary
correspondent Frans Kok, on Curacao, date not given: "Antillians have the
right to go to the Netherlands']

[Text] Frans Kok, parliamentary correspondent of the Dutch
newspaper NRC HANDELSBLAD, also working for AMIGOE, was

last week in the Antilles. For the Dutch newspaper he reported
the discussions held on Curacao by Jan de Koning, minister

of Antillian Affairs, in connmection with the preparations

for a separate status for Aruba. Frans Kok used his stay

on the island to interview Prime Minister Maria Liberia-
Peters. Today AMIGOE presents this interview.

"I sincerely hope that it will never become necessary that DC~-10 £flights
jampacked with Antillians will leave for the Netherlands several times

per week, I find that against human dignity. Therefore, I want the

people to realize that they had better accept four steps backward here than
living in the Netherlands where their dignity is violated every day by
expressions of racism, a shortage of employment, and inadequate housing."

Maria Liberia-Peters, who only 6 weeks ago became prime minister of the
Netherlands Antilles, makes it very clear that she will do all she can to
prevent an exodus of laid-off Lago workers to the Netherlands. She thinks
it would be a disaster for Aruba's development if young and well-trained
persons left the island. But she is dead set against regulation of
admissions. She is against it on principle as it would create two kinds
of subjects of the realm. "Antillians have the right to go to the
Netherlands. If they feel forced to make such an unwise decision nobody
should be able to deny them this right."

[Question] Dutchmen, on the other hand, cannot freely settle in the
Antilles. To live and to work here they need permits which are rarely

given.

[Answer] "That may be true but it is done to protect our very small
scale society. I believe that the Netherlands cannot all of a sudden
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halt emigration whereas during the fifties there was encouragement from
all sides to cross the Atlantic. I still remember exactly the names of
the passenger liners which left fully booked from Willemstad."

She tells with some melancholy sadness how, in that same period, she went
herself to the Netherlands and wound up in, of all places, Emmen. Blacks
were then still scrutinized in public and hooted at, but she admits that

it had more to do with curiosity than with racism. However, she knows
from her own experience how people tend to romanticize life in another
country, she did the same thing and understands full well that the laid-off
Lago workers believe that in the Netherlands everything is better than

on their broken-winged island where for the first time in 60 years

Lago's stacks will soon cease to emit smoke.

She is clearly still mad about the way in which the Exxon management

team handled the news of the closure. '"On Friday 26 October Lago's
leaders visited me here in Fort Amsterdam. At that time they had already
arranged a second meeting but did not want to reveal its subject. It

was going to be a very important meeting., I said to Toni Cavalaro, the
general manager: What is going on? Are you by any chance going to close
the plant? But he always managed to evade an answer. And then, all of

a sudden, one learns that already on 14 January Lago will stop refining
0il. It is unbelievable that such practices are still possible, neverthe-
less, one is rather powerless. In addition they also partially blame

high wages. Through the years they themselves forced up wages. They
never wanted to talk about a wage policy, that was against free enterprise!”

She says: "I will never tire of talking about Lago. For many years

Esso has made millions here, but after 5 months of losses they turn off
the lights! They do not even want to continue for a year on a break-even
basis, without profit therefore, if Venezuela and Aruba compensate them
for possible losses."

With courage born of despair the Antillian government and MEP leader
Beticoe Croes are trying to salvage whatever they can. That means that
they are fighting for a delay to allow Aruba time to switch to even

more beach tourism because there are no other possibilities on an island
as barren as a cactus.

[Question] 1Is it not ironic that Aruba is now begging for help from
the very government in Willemstad, and that you, as Curacao islander, are
now in charge of a rescue plan for Aruba which always felt so superior?

[Answer] "Yes, but I am not going to let them suffer. There are lots

of ties between the islands. I also have two uncles and aunts who

will lose their jobs, that does not leave one unaffected. I find it also
“sad because I have always felt that the Netherlands displayed a much
more positive attitudes towards Aruba that towards Curacao."

"Lago caused an enormous panic and the people of Aruba are in very
bad shape but we must remain realistic. Aruba must receive extra support,
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but not at the expense of other islands. Unemployment.figures on o
Curacao are edging towards 30 percent and the budget is already under”™
heavy pressure by relief expenditures, rent subsidies, etc. Next year it
will therefore be very d1ff1cult to come up with a fair d1str1but1on of

the Dutch development money."

[Question] Not even considering Lago the future of the Antilles is every-
thing but rosy. Shell on Curacao with 2000 workers is suffering even
heavier losses than Lago. As the result of American measures the B
Antillian tourist route is over its peak and tourism 1is langulshlng, all
the pillars of your economy are slowly crumbling.: » .

[Answer] '"Yes, the future looks bleak the facts are there. We are."
definitely not yet at the brink of poverty but there is a growing .
realization that we will have to cut back sharply. As far as Shell 1s'
concerned, some time ago they let us know that developments on the oil
market are bad but at first we did not believe that very much becausev'
Shell has said that already so often. It was usually at the start of

new collective bargaining agreements. Later on there were always some
agreeable surprises. The news from Lago makes us realize that they are
now telling the truth." ' R o

"Shell proposed that the Antilles buy a maJorlty of the stock but that
is an enormously risky thing. Shell says that we should bear the rlsks
together; it implies however, that we will have to cover ‘the losses
while we have already been struggling with deficit f1nanc1ng for many

years."

[Question] That deficit is covered by development assistance and it Would
imply, therefore, that Shell shares are bought with Dutch development
assistance money.,

[Answer] '"Yes, it is indeed r1d1culous that the Netherlands should
subsidize Shell in this manner. The proposal must therefore be looked
at again. Shell's closing would create a socially explosive situation,
we are therefore prepared to give the idea a lot of thought.“ In this
connection something could perhaps be done about Shell's obllgatory '
minimum profit tax of 30 million gullders.

[Question] If the Antilles become the actual owner of the refinery
Venezuela is perhaps more inclined to deliver the additional oil Shell
has been looking for so eagerly. Next week you are g01ng to Caracas
and could ask about it and also if the oil for Lago can now be sent to
Shell Curacao.

[Answer] "Yes, I will do so, but of course not in so many words.
Originally Shell asked me to go to Caracas to request an extra 50, 000 .
barrels per day. It is perhaps possible to interest Venezuela in the
Shell refinery, it would be good for the sake of continuity."
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[Answer] A man would not have been asked this questlon, we offer therefore
our excuses in advance, but how does it feel for a Woman to unexpectedly
become prime minister and how do you get along with, for instance, the '
American oil bosses? ’

[Answer] "For me, personally, it was not an exceptional move because '
I am already in politics since 1975 and I was the first female deputy on
Curacao,

Here T am known in all e¢ircles as Maria, that promotes already a lot of
acceptance. On the other hand, to state it carefully, machismo has not
entirely dlsappeared from our society and some men will find it therefore
difficult to accept me as prime minister. I have two children, one 4 years
old and another 5 years of age; if one wants to be a good mother things
become a little more difficult. One often sees how men in politics often
neglect their children while being a father is so important, but nobody
talks about that, I find that just as bad as when a woman is completely
absorbed by her work. My ‘husband and I are trying to balance our duties."

In conclusion we talk about the relationship with the Netherlands, lately
characterized by a growing number of irritations, and about independence

of the Antilles as a whole, a taboo subject always carefully hidden

behind the agenda point called: separate status for Aruba. She admits
that there are contradictory elements in the relation with the Netherlands,
There is, on the one hand increasing pressure on the subjects of
independence and orientation on the region; on the other hand, the Antilles
are quick to ask The Hague for help if there are problems,

[Answer] '"We are dealing with a process of growth towards freedom

"and independence. It is full of difficult moments and, just as in any
family, one sometimes needs somebody to fall back on. After 1986

we are entering a very important period in which we will have to give
direction to our own independence. It is not right to fight this but’
it must be reallzed that we will make decisions for generations to come.

It is Saturda mornlng half past nine. A delegatlon of o0il experts

has been waiting impatiently for some time. With the friendly resolution,
so characteristic for her behavior, she leads them to her office.

Outside, the square of Fort Amsterdam, the seat of government built in
old Dutch style, seems deserted. A lonely Dutch marlne is on guard

duty in the hot sunshlne in front of the governor's palace, the symbol

of the Dutch presence. The present governor will in all likelihood

close the long line of predecessors which began in 1634.

10319
Cso: 3214/12
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

FERMENT GRIPS UNIONS; SOME LEADERS UNDER FIRE

Review of Volatile Situation

Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 9 Dec 84 p 5

[Article by George Harvey]

[Text]

SIX PER CENT is not enough!
Six per cent is boo (nothing)! ix
per cent is dread bread! Six per
cent means absent (from work)!

The sloganeering goes on and on
to the rhythm of thousands of
marching ~feet- and protestin
hoarse voices in downtown Port-of-
Spain. :

It is the gut reaction responding
to the not kindly taken or not ta-
ken up offer of a six per cent wage
increase over three years for hard
and hardly-working public ser-
vants. :

No to six per cent comes on heavi-
1y from the public (no longer civil)
servants, including police; firemen
teachers and other monthly-pai
government personnel. .

We are blessed or cursed with an
inborn talent to turn -everything
into Carnival and ole mas’. So it is
not surprising, that in the eyes of
.the public servants unions, govern-
ment’s Chief Personpel Officer,
Hilton Cupid, “is a bee... stinging
everybody.”

That the term six per cent has
become part of the national lan-
-guage is another aspect of our life-
style in seeing the humorous side
even under the most adverse situa-
tion. So it is quite natural to hear,
*Six per cent is much to much” and
_“Six per cent (like Santa) is really
something else.”” -

4 STRUGGLES
!

. Well theSe remarks are not in any
<way linked with the public service
:negotiations. Far from that. The
. six per cent referred to relates to
:the local name given the virulent
. flu’ that still afflicts the land floor-
'm% both the weak and apparently
. robust beings. - -

- This brings into focus two principal
, viruses eating away at the body
i and soul of the still vibrant labour
! movement:

+ .® Retrenchment of workers with
+the  attendant loss of membership
+and drop of revenue for trade un-
sjons. * .
“ o Internal power struggles with-
« in the unions. - .
* How can serious-minded and car-
+ ing unionists work ug an appetite
«for internal squabbling, power
splays, no-words-barred cuss-outs
sand mudslinging while the ranks
‘are being depleted in these reces-
. sionary times? o :

*  Well, ask a foolish question to a
- labour stalwart and get an equal-
;hv'foohsh reply: “You are seeing
 democracy at work. It is better we
‘come out in the open and thrash
. out everything than to attempt to
« subvert anions through clandestine
, moves ”* - ) .

- & ¢ . L
é" 'WRANGLINGS

[4

-

:." Yes, but who really wins out? The
,rank and file or the organisation or
*the community? Response: “Well
_it is like this. Somebody has to rule;
'Unions must have leadership and
there will always be contenders and
as&irants." .
‘" Most pronounced in the man-to-
.man wranglings are the carryings-
*on in the Transport and Industrial
' Workers Union (TIWU) and the All
» Trinidad Sugar and General Work-
“ers Union. - - i

Leadership of theé not-sweet
‘ sugar union, under president gener-
al Basdeo Panday and secretary
"Sam Maharaj is currently under

attack by a newly-formed group
called the Sugar Workers For
- Justice.

What dt;es Justice, led by 27-year-
old law graduate Dave Persad,

want? .
 Removal of Panday and his execu-
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tive. A statement from the group
points out that sugar workers now
realise ‘“‘they have been 'saddled
with a leadership that had lost
touch with the workers and has
continued to work actively against
-the best interests of all workers in
the union.”

Persad has a king-sized axe, to

rind: He was dismissed from his

2,750-a-month {'ob on September 20
as industrial relations officer of the
union.

His dismissal is regarded by the
fggmﬁ) as the spark which ignited
the flame of agitation and as an act
of injustice. It also led to a protest
demonstration a: the union’'s 47th
annual conference of delegates at
the Rienzi Complex on October 20,
at which the policé was called out
to preserve law and order.
: ugar Workers for Justice de-
‘mands:
e Immediate  resignation of

. Panday and his executive. .
e Holding of fresh union elections.
. ® Establishment of a representa-
. tive "committee to .organise and
, conduct the elections.
~ Persad also wants a withdrawal
.of the dismissal letter, which
claimed that he had been attached
to All Trinidad on a temporary
basis. He is also demanding im-
mediate re-instatement in the IRO
+post with no loss of pay. -

WARFARE

. While energy is expended on
;squabbling for the leadership, a
imuch bigger threat to the union
exists — the future of the sugar

.indust? in.Eeneral and money-
aroni Lt ‘

Hosing d. in particular.

* Whether it was worth struggling

for or not running of the union lies

w the hands of Government which
ill decide shortly what road the

sugar industry and Caroni- will
take. This decision will impact on
the future viability or continued
existence of All Trinidad. .

- Internicine warfare in the bus
workers' union, TIWU was conduct-
ed on a different course with the
same iqal of getting rid of the
leadership.

The insiders campaigning under
the banner of The United Progres-
sives (TUPs) were toppled by the
rival group in one-man one-vote un-
ion wide polling. Immediately the
lone TUPs winner (unopposed) Clive
Nunez, president, cried foul play
and rigging and announced his re-
signation.

Swept away in the avalanche of
membership votes was former ar-
my officer Desmond Whiskey in his
bid for the post of first vice presi-
dent. He was beaten by Lesmond
Bishop by more than 1,000 votes —
2,627 to 1,391.

‘Whiskey’s salary

Appointment of Whiskey to the
previous executive had becn a bone
of contention and a strong cam-
paign issue. In the battle of pam-
phlets that highlighted the pre-
polling period, the victorious Pro-
gressives team had called for the

_resignation of Nunez and quashing

his uncpposed nomination.
LAY OFFS

It was also claimed by the chal-
lenging group ‘that ‘Whiskey’s ap-
pointment was made with the ap-
proval of the entire executive.

. Expenditure for the payment of
raised queries
from the ranks in the light of re-
trenchment, lay-offs and inflation
which had affected seriously
TIWU’s finances.

Excitement preceded the elec-

tions with members of the Public

Transport Service Corporation
(PTSC) branch occupying the union
hall to protest the nomination pro-
cedure. The branch members had
been deemed to be unfinancial and

- were debarred from nomination, al-

though they insisted they had paid

their dues. ‘
Volatile Nunez had been under

fire from opposing factions in the

union for several years for his

handling of TIWU'’s affairs.

.~ The Progressives won the 11

- posts contested with each of the

successful candidates picking u

~upwards of 2,000 votes. Overall

membership in the union is some

The clean sweep of the contest-
ed posts by the Progressives left
Nunez standing or sitting alone on
the executive. He preferred re-
signing, stating that he just could
not work with the rival side follow-
ing a campaign noted for its person-
al verbal attacks.

Nunez made a strange complaint
— that the conducting of the polls
was maijnly # the hands of the
overwhelmingly successful group.
It is apparent that he was lulled
into complacency by not being op-

osed. )

Will the rift in the union be
healed? Well, one of the leading
spokesmen for the winning group,
chief grievance officer Albert Aber-
deen, has called for unity within
the ranks.

BITTERNESS

He said since 1972, successive
elections allowing the membership
to choose the .leaders had
generated “‘war and strife within
.the organisation.” He advocated a
closing of the ranks and an end to
:the bitterness now that the elec-
tions were over. .
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‘else.

While in-fighting and elections
are good, clean and necessary
labour fun, the biggest problem fac-
ing the movement and community
remains job security.

Absolute figures on retrench-
ment and job losses over the past
two years are almost impossible to
collate. A preliminary study by the
Trinidad and Tobago Labour Con-
gress on the industrial relations
climate (1983-84) nofed ‘‘that the
last official unemployment figure
was 11 per cent of the work force,
“but information reaching the Con-
gress suggests approximately 20
per cent.’ .

Hardest hit were workers in the
construction, garment and oil ser-
vices industries, along with daily-
paid Government employees.

How serious are the unions about
employment and job security? Con-
gress secretary Car) Tull said ongo-
ing retrenchment had “‘a serious
impact on the nation, destroyin
the social fabric of the society wit
people unable to pay their bills and
unable to meet their finaneial com-

_mitments.”

_He said the situation was explo-
sive ‘‘and was likely to bring about

social unrest. Government, labour

and business must sit down and
come up with a solution to arrest
the situation.”

Seems I have heard that lingering
melody over and over again, under
the now tired banner of tripartite
talks. . .

Well, there is little choice than
to talk. It’s much more productive
than unions flexing muscles and
tramping around the town with
the unemployed and under-
employed eventually putting on a
blgger (if not better) show. +

1X 1per cent is really something
t can knock you out or get
you angry.



Solidarity March

Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 9 Dec 84 p 5

[Text]

Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 7 Dec 84 p

[Text]

SLOGAN-CHANTING
marched through Port-o

- effort to protest the in

mate in the country.
Led by George Weeke

_ the Oilfields Workers Tra ¢
* tion leader Basdeo Panday, Eremdent general of
the All Trinidad Sugar an

Union, workers left Woodford Square around 11

a.m. and marched u
across Park Street,

workers yesterday

f-Spain in a solidarity
dustrial relations cli-

s, president-general of
de Union, and Opposi-

General Workers

Abercromby Street, .

own Charlotte Street,

-turning right onto Duke Street, left on Freder-

ick Street before turnin
Street and returning to the
There they were addressed by several speak-

up Abercromby
quare,

ers including Weekes and Panday. :
Weekes condemned Government’s attempt
_to make workers responsible for the downturn
in the economy and asked the Prime Minister

" to open dialogue with the
“’Fhey don’t give us

., THE Sugar Workers
- for Justice, a two-
week-old group intent

on removing Basdeo
Panday as leader of

the All Trinidad Sug-
-ar and General Work-
ers Trade Union,
yesterday promised to
‘“embarrass and con-
front”’ the opposition
leader, even form its
-own union, if Panday
refuses to resign.

Led by 27\—year-old_
Dave Persad, a lawyer.

" not yet called to the bar,

the group held a news
conference at the Hotel
Normandie - in Port of
Spain to highlight what
it called “corruption and
nepotism” in-the union
‘which represents some
10,000 workers who are
mainly based in the sug-
ar belt.

Persad said the group
‘had embarked on inten-
sive campaigning in the
sugar belt and had
gained  majority support
‘from workers. It was
mow aiming ‘at the
“backbone” of Panday’s

Labour Congress.

the responsibility to

. things

manage the country,” he charged - vui when

go_bad they want us to shoulder the
responsibility. We are not taking responsibility
for their mismanagement. We don’t have a
seat in Parliament.’

Weekes said employers have a voice with the
different Ministers but that the Congress has
none. He accused Prime Minister George Cham-
bers of insulting the Congress by re%using to
respond to a letter asking him to meet and
discuss the critical state of the economy. He

. further said for all their differences, the late
- Dr. Eric Williams never responded like that.

*1 don’t know who is advising Chambers but 1

would like to -offéer him some .advice.

\ . Georgé...open your chambers so that the

Labour Congress could come and talk to you
about the situation in the country,” Weekes
stated. - ‘ .

Several “speakers said that the industrial
relations climate in the country was in a crisis
and confrontation looms dangerously ahead.

Campaign Against Panday

{support, the cultivation
-areas, to force the

JATSGWTU leader to re--

.;sign.

| He ‘said: “If he still
-refuses to resign, we will
-have to embarrass him

‘nationally. We will con- -

front him. All we are

“'saying is that he resign-

«and hold fresh elec-
‘tions.” -
~ Persad, who
cently dismissed as In-
dustrial Relations Officer
-of the union, said that if
‘those tactics did not
‘work, the group will pull
‘out members from the
,ATSGWTU and form its
-own union.

. Persad charged Pan-
day with using "issues
‘affecting sugar workers

for his own political am-
bitions and cited the

shift roster issue as one:

which he was “helding
over the workers’ heads
for ransom” for the 1986
union and national elec-
“tions.

According to Persad,
Panday has accused the

group of being pro-
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was re- - -
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PNM, whose sole inten--
tion is- to remove his

_political support. Persad
denied this, but refused

to state whether he did,
in fact, belong to the

‘party. )

~ He said politics was a

non-issue since there

‘were workers of different

‘political persuasions in

. the union. i

“The Sugar Workers

- for Justice is not aligned
to any political party.
Our position is to pro-
tect the masses of work- %
ers who are following us
and we will do- nothing
"to alienate them,” "he
said. ) ‘

Among the charges

levelled against Panday
and his executive were,
rigging of the 1983 elec-
tions, muzzling the gen-
‘eral council, misuse of
union funds, use of thugs
to terrorise union mem-
‘bers into submitting to
Panday, and -inefficient
handling of grievance is-

. sues of the workers.




Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 11 Dec 84 p 14

[Text]

Panday Response

‘ SAN FERNANDO:
THE 13,000-strong All Trinidad Sugar
and General Workers’ Trade Union is ade-.
mocratically-run organisation and if any-
one wants to replace the present execu-

. tive, he must do it in accordance with the

constitution. - : . . .

So said Mr Basdeo Panday, president general, when
asked to comment on a report that attempts. were
being made to overthrow him and the executive.

Mr Panday said that the group, the Sugar
Workers for Justice (SWJ) is led by a law student,
Mr Dave Persad, who is not a member of the union.

He said Mr Persad was recently relieved of his job
as industrial relations officer and was now making
“false statements’ about the union.

PRESENT EXECUTIVE

“We have rules in the union made by workers and
their represerntatives and if they want to remove the
present executive, they must follow the rules.” .

Mr Panday recalled that when he took over the
leadership, about 11 years ago, the union had -no
money although it had a membership of -about 6,000.

He said today the union has more than $5 million
worth of assets with more than 13,000 members. .

Apart from membership in the sugar industry,
the union represent workers in 41 other companies.

'Communist Plot' Charge

Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 12 Dec 84 p 26

[Text]

A COMMUNIST plot to
take over the 13,000 - strong,
47-year-old All Trinidad
Sugar and General Workers’
Trade Union, has been re-
ported.'

Mr Sam Maharaj, general secre-

tary, said yesterday that such at-
tempts would be crushed and the
executive was mandated to fight
against such attempts by this
“‘small ultra left group.”
- He said the union now boasted of a
$S million in assets and the growth
of the organisation ‘“‘must not be
destabilised and we will fight with
all our might’’ to preserve
democracy. .

The ‘Battlefront,”. organ of the

‘union, reported the alleged com-

munist plot to take over the union
in its latest issue.
this was confirmed by Mr
Maharaj, who claimed that an ex-
employee of the Union was the man
behind the move.
Exeuctive officers, headed by Mr
Basdeo Panday, President General,
who is now holding office for eleven

years, are not disturbed over the
move to overthrow them. -

What they are concerned about
are ‘‘misleading statements”
aimed at bringing the union and its
membership into dispute, according
to the General Secretary.

. The union now represents workers
in 41 companies outside sugar.

The union has built the Rienzi
complex at Couva, housing offices
and a co-operative. :
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Nunez on U. S. Involvement
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 9 Dec 84 p 15

[Article by Camini Marajh]

[Text] THE RACE was more

like a sedate bank
seminar than a cam-
‘paign for the central
executive. © the
Transport and Indus-
trial Workers Union,
a refreshing antidote
to the bitterly person-
al “presidential’” con-
test between
incumbent Clive Nu-
nez of the United Pro-
gressives an
Desmond Bishop of
the Progressives.

Nunez 1is known
around the labour circuit
and picket lines as a
man of few, dull, careful-
ly chosen words.

“«] am convinced be-
yond a shadow. of doubt
that the elections were
rigged,” he said with an
uncharacteristic absence

of emotion two days af-

ter his team was defeat-
ed by Bishop’s “Gang of
Six.”

In an exclusive inter-
view with the SUNDAY
EXPRESS at his Bara-
taria home last week,
Nunez, who described
his opponent as a “cor-
rupted dictator” said:
“They (Progressives) are
out to sabotage trade
union unity in Trinidad
and Tobago. And they
are assisted by foreign
external forces,” he said.
. Asked to elaborate,
Nunez, who blamed his
team’s defeat on the CIA

(Central Intelligence
Agency) said: “There are
foreign influences here
and we have proof of it.”

The belligerent labour
leader, who announced
his resignation as presi-
dent of the union last
Monday said: “The
United States Embassy
in Trinidad was very
concerned about the out-
come of Saturday’s elec-
tions. - There is a
connection...a most defi-
nite connection.” °

Stating that he was
paid an “unexpected and
somewhat  disturbing”
visit by the '~ United
States labour attache,
Lars Hydare a couple
months ago, the 46-year-
old father of three
stated:

“He said he had vis-

ited all the unions in

Trinidad and that the
“Transport and Industrial

Workers Union*(TIWU)

was the last. He claimed

his visit was a sort of

getting-to-know-you-thi-

ng. I immediately be- .
came suspicious.

.““The Grenada scenar-
jo,” he went on, “was
discussed-in great detail.
Everything was played
down. No mention was

made of the upcoming
elections.”

Adding that Hydare
was accompanied by the
labour attache for the
Caribbean, Nunez, who
was nominated unop-
posed as president in

1981, and again in 1984 -
told the SUNDAY EX- '

PRESS:

“His {Hydare’s} major
concern was with trade
union unity in Trinidad
and Tobago. TIWU,

headed by me, was play-
-ing a principal part in-

this area. Later that
week, I checked with
several other union lead-
ers, nobody had seen the
U.S. labour attache. It is
very distrubing.” -

In an uncharacteristi-
cally subdued mood, the
volatile Nunez said his
team had no objection to
losing but would certain-
ly have appreciated los-
ing fairly..Such calm was

remarkable, especially
for Nunez.

“If we are to lose,” he
said, “‘we must lose
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‘cause

.avid photographer and is
-almost never seen with--

fairly. If we are to win
we must win fairly.”.

Dressed in his famil-
jar revolutionary garb,
the fiery labour leader,
who has made a signifi-
cani contribution to tra-
de unionism in Trinidad
and Tobago went on:

“My life is about tra-
de .unionism. 1 regret
that 1 have to leave at'
this point in time. 1 have
served notice . that 1
wanted to. make oneé
more term and set the
stage for other people to
lead the unioh and carry
it in a forward direction. .

“My one regret,” he
went on, “is that I have
to leave prematurely be-
I am convinced
that not only were the
elections crooked but’
that it would not work
with six people, who we
call the Gang of Six.
They -are & bunch of
cowards and have proven
it. I cannot lead cor-
rupted people.

“To do that would be
to condone corruption.
They are a corrupted,
conservative and moder-
ate leadership. Take the
Budget March for an ex-
ample. They were :not

ithere, they said there

would be teargas and ba-
tons so they stayed
away.”

A radical trade union-
ist, Nunez, who is an

out his camera, told the
SUNDAY. EXPRESS be |
had a “very disturbing @
childhood.” |

“I have attended no'!
less than 13 schools,” he
said. “My father was a
station master at the
railway ‘and he was al-

T've had some terrible

experiences because’ of

this.” . ,
Nunez, who described

_his gypsy-like childhood

as “psychologi\cally
mind-blowing” told the
"SUNDAY EXPRESS: “I
remember once...I was in
fourth standard. A year
later, we moved and I
was placed in yet anoth-
er primary school. I was
told by the school princi-
pal that I was not up to
the level of fourth stan-
.dard and placed in third.
We moved soon after.”
Referring to his father

as “the old man,” the

militant _trade unionist
said:

_ “My father did me a
very bad thing psycholo-
gically. At age 12, having
attended Naparima Col-
lege, he had me enrolled
in the Reform C.M.
School. Now you can
imagine pyschologically
what that did to me.

“People normally
graduate from elemen-
tary school to secondary
or college but- to go to
secondary to elementary
to college and back to
-elementary...it’s close to
mind blowin%.e

“I remember going to
school and feeling asha-
med...of passing through
the canefields, 1 didn’t
want the villagers to see
me. That situation went
on for weeks.”

Asked whether he had
any regrets about the
past, Nunez said: “No,
none at all.” .

Of future plans, Nu-
nez, who is writing a
book on the trade union
movement as it relates to
Trinidad and Tobago
said: _

“I’m hoping to estab-
Jish a consultancy serv-
jce exclusively for trade
unions. I will never rep-
resent the establishment.

‘ways subject to transfer. | I belong to one stock —

the working class.”




Nunez' Formal Resignation

Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 11 Dec 84 p 3

[Text]

; MR. CLIVE NUNEZ, Presi-
dent of the Transport and
Industrial Workers’ Union
(TIWU), formally submitted
a six-pa%e letter of re-
signation last Friday citing
as his reason the inability to
work with six members of
the new executive.

Following the overwhelming de-
feat of his‘‘United Progressives” ten
days ago by the “Progressives’’ at
the union’s executive elections, Mr.
Nunez gave verbal notice of his re-
signation — honouring a promise he
had made. |, .

Mr. Nunez charged the elections
were rigged and he outlined several
grievances to support his claim. The
veteran trade unionist, however,
had planned to make 1984-'87 his last
term if re-elected.

In his letter of resignation, he
informed the Central Executive, the
Central Committee and the entire
membership that he would process
all his vacation leave effective De-
cember 17 and would resign officially
14 days after his vacation ends.

Mr. Nunez said a grou he labelled
the “Gang of Six’’ did everything

ossible to “isolate’ and ‘‘destroy’’

IWU over the last six years.

From April 1979, when Mr. Joe
Young, one of the founders of the
union, resigned, four executive
members *‘never recognised me as
acting President,” Mr. Nunez said.
“When 1 was returned unopposed in
1981, their attitude remained un-
changed.”

FRUSTRATION

He accused the “Gang of Six” of
lacking the courage to oppose him in
the 1981 elections. He charged
that they sought to remove him
from office using methods designed
to frustrate him. :

“On May” 1981, an organisation
called ‘the save the union com-
mittee’ emerged and the destabil-
isation of our union began,” he
stated.

As widely chastised as he was by
the “Progressives” in the just con-
cluded elections, the firebrand
leader. retained the presidency
unhc;lpposed. : .

* Mr. Albert Aberdeen, the Chief
Grievance Officer, explained that
criticism of a man was insufficient
reason to despose him.

Another reason Mr. Nunez cited

Protest of Nunez Supporters

Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 13 Dec 84 p 3

for his resignation was what he
termed the ‘“‘sophisticated” steal-
ing of union funds. He described an
instance where labour costs were
submitted without bills for repairs
to a union vehicle.

Mr. Nunez outlined incidents of
“systematic abuse’’ of union funds
through vouchers which, he claimed
were available for members’
scrutiny. In_addition, he charged
“negligence in allowing over $20,000
of workers’ dues to go un-
accounted.” . .

The bearded Mr. Nunez accused
the ““Gang of Six” of disloyalty “by
withdrawing” TIWU from the Coun-
cil of Progressive Trade Unions in an
effort to destroy the CPTU. On
Labour Day this year, they
attempted to rovoke a
confrontation with OWTU, he said,
by distributing literature hostile to
certain leaders despite an executive
decision to the contrary.
 Mr. Nunez also said the union was
exposed to deregulation as annual
returns were not forwarded for 1981,
1982 and 1983 to the Registrar of
Trade Unions.

_What was most unbelievable and
sickening, Mr. Nunez said, was the
‘‘desperation’’ to which certain per-
sons descended to keep their *“‘jobs.”

~€p thelr _Jobs.

[Article by Imra Rambaran]

[Text]

THE war between rival factions of the Trans-
port and Industrial Workers Union t\_lrned
ugly yesterday when its first vice-president,
Desmond Bishop, became a virtual hostage of a
small group of supporters of Clive Nunez, who
recently tendered his resignation from the
union. -

" Shortly before 11 a.m., Bishop arrived in his car
which: he parked on the Eastern Main Road, outside
the the union hall, and proceeded to enter the
compound.

He was confronted by some 25 protestors who

were staging a demonstration, calling for the resigna-
tion of the present executive and the return of Nunez
to the union.

The protestors surrounded Bishop and, using.a
megaphone, shouted in his ear for the resignation of
the “Gang of Six” as they called the present exec-
utive of the union, followed him into the union hall
and back out several minutes later.

When Bishop entered his car, shortly after 11 am.,
the protestors surrounded it, and for 25 minutes,

‘until police from the Besson Street Police Station

arrived, prévented him from pulling off. _ '

They sprayed the car with paint, used a felt pen to
mark it with slogans, jumped on top of the vehicle,
shouting that it was bought by them and they could
do what they liked with it, and continued to shout
into his ear with the megaphone that he must resign.

It was not until the protestors saw the police
vehicle arrive that they stopped their harassment of

‘ Bishop.
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The rowdy group, who said they were workers at
the National Brewing Company and the Public
'I_‘ranspurt Se}'vice Corporation, said the recent elec-
tions were rigged and they could not dccept the
present executive as their leaders.

_ They also charged that the present executive had
given permission to the management of NBC to pull
down their strike camp and their placards at Valsayn:

Shortly before he entered his car, Bishop told the
EXPRESS: “The people here have been supporters
of Nunez throughout the elections campaign. This is
just part of Nunez’s campaign against us.”

However, spokesman for the group, Shiraz Khan,
acting branch president at NBC, said Nunez was not
involved in organising the demonstration. He said
the workers took it upon themselves to demonstrate
-because they did not wish Nunez to leave since they
believe he provided strong leadership. .

Another union executive, Simeon Taitt, charged
the protestors with deflating two tyres on his car.
This was denied by the group which said that they
blocked Taitt when he at first tried to enter the
compound and that Taitt then drove off his car at
such a fast rate that the tyres blew.

CSO: 3298/260
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[Text] 1If TRINIDAD and To-

bago was hoping for
some good news from
the Inter-American
Development Bank
about what the future

had in store for the

country’s economy,
then there must  be
some disappointed
people in Port of
Spain.

For in an examination
of the nation’s economic
performance in 1983 and
in some projections for
this year, the IADB has
painted a somewhat de-
pressing picture, one
which should be a source
of concern to policy-
makers in both the pri-
vate and public sectors.

Although most of
what the Bank had to
say about 1983 was al-
ready known in Trinidad
and Tobago, the IADB’s
assessment of the effec-
tiveness of government
policy and its forecasts
for 1984 are matters that
are bound to provoke
some discussion in polit-
ical and economic cir-
cles.

The IADB, an institu-

tion known for the care
which it exercises in
passing judgments on
member states, did not
depart from that practice
‘in its 1984 annual report
which it released recent-
ly in Washington.
However, a blind man
on a trotting horse could
not fail to grasp the es-
sential message the Bank

was sending: the difficult

" economic times the Cari-

com state was facing
were going to be around
for some time to come.
In short, optimistic
Trinidadians should
keep their hopes in
check because no respite
was around the corner.
“The outlook for 1984
is one of difficult recov-
ery of economic activity,
continuing fiscal and
balance of payments def-
icits that threaten new
cuts in resl spending and

“analyse

the possible persistence
of high infiationary pre-
sure”, was the way the
Bank summed up the
situation.

Although the IADB
went to great length to
the problems
facing the different sec-
tors of the Trinidad and
Tobago economy, the
one factor which the
bank pinpointed as the
linchpin to the nation’s
difficulties was the sky-
rocketing costs of every-
thing in the country.

The escalation in the
costs of producing goods
and services was making
the country uncompeti-
tive, according to the
JIADB, and that was true
whether one was talking

about oil, consumer
goods or the tourist in-
dustry.

Puttin it rather

bluntly, the regional fi-
nancial institution com-

-goods and forej
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TIADB PAINTS BLEAK PICTURE OF NATION'S ECONOMIC FUTURE
Port-of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 25 Nov 84 pp 11, 53

[Article by New York correspondent Tony Best]

plained that everything
seems to cost more to
produce in Trinidad and
Tobago than anywhere
else in the world.

“A basic factor loom-
ing behind the whole
problem of economic ad-
justment to & new set of
circumstances is the
relationship of costs in
Trinidad and Tobago to
those in the rest of the
world”, the IADB stated.

As an example of
what. it was talking
about, the bank cited the
unprofitable or uncom-
petitive  position In
which non-traditional
agriculture and industry
producing consumer
goods had found them-
gelves in relation to for-
eign goods.

“The demand for
both imported consumer
travel
is stimulated by pric
differentials,” the IAD
gaid in a rather bu-
reaucratic fashion. To
put it another way, Trin-

d_and Tobago is pric-
ing out of its own
and forsign markets as
well. :

For instance, the oil
refining industry was
“depressed” in part be-
cause of high production
costs. At the same time,
on-shore oil production
expenses had gotten out
of hand, while the ob-
vious decline in the tour-
ist industry could be
traced, gaining part, to

the “relatively high costs
paid by tourists”.

Small wonder that the
bank sees little, if any,
relief from the infla-
‘tionary pressures which
were present in ’83. That
E{ojection is based on a

ind of catch-22 situa-
tion, one in which rising
prices and demands for
higher wages are feeding
on themselves.

~ “Even though the
government called
upon the people to make

sacrifices and moderate
their wage demands,
pressures on costs and
prices will probably con-
tinue to rise -in 1984
the IADB said.

But beyond the fac-
tors of costs, how do
things look for various
sectors of the Trinidad
.and Tobggo economy?

According to the IAD:

* The oil industry
should continue its state
of recession, largely be-
cause of the weak inter-
national demand and the
high production costs.

* Agriculture, hit by
economic  stagnation,
should continue in that
mode. Only an act of
God, good weather con-
ditions, could trigger a

reco_ve%.

* asic  industries
such as petrochemicals
and steel are going to



have to wait on “further
developments” in foreign
markets before they can

produce efficiently,
* The productive

areas such as transpor-
taion, commerce, ' con-
struction and financial

services are facing an

uncertain future ‘largely
because their perfor-
mance depends on gov-
ernment spending,
inflation and /spending
patterns of consumers.

Looking back at 1983
and the government eco-
nomic policies, IADB
was not particularly im-
pressed with either.

The country slipped
into the full grip of an
economic recession with

its gross domestic prod-

uct experiencing a 3.6
drop; the balance-of pay-
ments position worsened
and the government’s
fiscal deficit “was again
large”, despite the reduc-
tion in capital spending
by the Chambers admin-
istration, it stated.

That lacklustre per-
formance was also re-
corded by individual
sectors of the Trinidad
and Tobago economy.

* The downward slide

in petroleum production
continued because not
enough money was being
invested in exploration
and drilling.

In addition, the glut -

in the world market and
the skyrocketing produc-

tion costs in the country |

contributed to the 7 per
cent decline in output
when compared with the
already low levels of
1982.

* Agricultural produc-
tion declined by six per
cent, a downward trend
which had been started
many years before but
which was halted by
moderate recovery in
1982. The industry was
plagued with problems of
cost, labour supply, low
yields of traditional

crops such as sugar cane,

coffee and cocoa or poor
markets.

CSO: 3298/260

* Manufacturing had
mised results. The as-
sembly operations per-
formed well but the
industries producing
consumer goods suffered
because of the recession
and high prices.

* Construction was
another no-growth area,
falling by less than 1 per
cent in 1983. The reces-

sion and a cut-back in i
.government  spending °
"hurt the industry.

_* While the tourist

industry in other parts of

" the Caribbean was show-

- ing some signs of growth,

Trinidad and Tobago’s

“declined  significantly. .
-The reason: the high

prices charged by hotels

and other areas of the

industry. :
. With unemployment

Zgoing up to 11 per cent

from 10.2 of the previous

.year; government Tre. -

nue declining as a result

of the situation facing

 the oil industry; and

with private investment

going down substantial-

ly, the government

,turned to a policy of

" austerity. '
Taxes went up,

- spending went down, do-
mestic credit was tight-
ened, fuel became more
expensive and so did the
cost of utilities. ‘

The IADB found that
the government’s ap-
proach did not achieve
the desired result. The
fiscal deficit remained
high; the balance of pay-
.ments problem wors-
‘ened; the government
.was forced to put even
larger amounts of money
into consumer subsidies
and unemployment con-
tinued to grow.

That ineffectiveness
of government policy,
plus the numerous ills
facing the country’s
economy didn’t augur
well for the future.

“All  these devel-
opment”, the IADB
warned, suggest that, de-
spite the sacrifices made,
the problems facing the
country in early 1984 are
.worse than they were 12-

months earlier”. ‘
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CANE FARMERS PROJECT BIGGER CROP FOR COMING YEAR

Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 11 Dec 84 p 3

[Text]

CS0:

CANE FARMERS are planning to reap about 350,000 tonnes
of canes in their 1985 crop. But according to a source close to one
of the farmers’ organisations, that will depend mainly on

| weather conditions.
" The source said that the farmers

harvested 195,000 tonnes in 1984 and
thegf intended to surpass that figure
and could well do it because of good
planting programmes over the past

year.
The Trinidad Islandwide Cane Farm-
ers Association (TICFA); and the Is-

fandwide Cane Farmers Trade Union '

(ICFTU) are holding discussions with
State-owned Caroni -(1975) Limited
concerning the company’s plans for
next year.  _

A spokesman for the farmers said
that from the trend of talks and pro-

! jections, the company expected sugar

production to be higher than this

year's 76,350 tonnes. He said Caroni

would be aiming at more than 80,000
tonnes. :

Company officials could not be con-
tacted for comment but it is believed
that Caroni will be setting a target of
1,000,000 tonnes of canes to be pro-
cessed as rompared with 950,000
tonnes 1his year.

The company will have two factories
in operation — Brechin Castle and Ste
Madeleine — both of which are capable

of grinding all the canes harvested.

3298/260

According to Mr Teckle Skinner, act-
ing Chief Executive, it is the first
time in many years that the com-

any's factories are so well prepared-
or the crop.
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TEXT OF HUDSON-PHILLIPS ADDRESS TO ONR CONVENTION
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 7, 8, 10-13 Dec 84

[Address by Mr. Karl T. Hudson-Phillips, Political Leader, at the fifth annual
convention of the Organisation for National Reconstruction on Sunday, Decem—

ber 2, 1984, at Presentation College, San Fernando]

[7 Dec 84 p 8]

[Text]

YOUR Exoellencxes fellow party
members,

Under ‘the Republican Constitution
of Trinidad and obaﬁ‘ genersl elec-
tions in Trinidad and Tobago must by
;ggbe held sometime before February

This means that we are past the
half-way mark of the maximum term
‘which the Government was granted
at the last general election on Novem-
ber 9, 1981.

The time has come, therefore, for us
to start mobilising in a detailed and
positive way of the next general elec-
tion and to prepare ourselves with our
other political partners to take over
the affairs of state.

It also means that we must take a
critical look’ at where our party has
come from, the environment in which
it was born, what it has done and

trade unionists, workers, managers
Aand professionals — a broad
‘of people drawn from all walksbf life.

REAL IMPETUS )

The real impetus for the formatlon
‘of our political organisation came from
a call made by the National Land
Tenants and’ Rate payers AsSociation
in November 1979 at the Lions Civic
Centre in Port-of-Spain.

It was in May of 1972, while still a
Minister and Attomey-General in the
Government, I espoused the cause of
the land tenant for land reform, social
justice and equality.

. That movement was the first seri-
ous social movement to articulate in a
‘yocal manner the desire ‘for demo-
cratic change in Trinidad and Tobago.

Others had advocated change, some
wiolently, some non-violently — but it

achieved d its almost five years fwas the National Land Tenants and
of existence and what are the forward yers Association which was
footprints we must put on the sands of onra true new national movement

all

nme in Trinidad and Tobago.

Such an examination remind us
of who we are, what we have done and
what we must do.

LINE OF ACTION

It will inform. and advise our future

line of action in the trymg days ahead.

the sense that it embraced
races, all creeds and all clagses.

The social movement which im-
mediately preceded the National Land
Tenants and Ratepayers Asscciation
jon a wide national e was the move-
fment for independence and the move

On Febru 1, 1981 I, delivered the  ito remove colonial and im erial domi-
mau al address at a convention held :nation from the people of. idad and
aramas whxch formalised the  *Tgbago.

launchmg of the O )
It was on Apnl 19, 1980, that 1
announced in Woodford Square that
“after many weeks and months of self-
‘searching and after group discussions
with several of you here about the
fstza\te_of the olgt_lggy", the intentmg of
orming a politi was made a
powerful reahty party

The persons then involved
embraoed

and tenants and farmers,

: DEMAND
. 'That anti-colonial movement was
‘ot as internalised as the National
iLand Tenants and Ratepayers Associ-
ation as it was a worldwide
demand post World War II for libera-
tion from their colonial masters.

As a student in the United Kingdom
‘between 1952-56, 1 was fired and moved
by the spirit of Bandung
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The great Indian sub-continent had
won its jndependence in 1947 and shone
as a beacon and inspiration to other
colonial territories, firstly in Africa, to
demand their independence. .

This wave was to reach the Carib-
bean in the early ’60s. First Jamaica,
then a few months later Trinidad and
Tobago. Put in that light, the indepen-
dence movement in dad and To-
bago was part of a worldwide Qolmeal
phenomenon which was exploited to
the full by the late Eric Williams.

We achieved our independence on
August 31, 1962. The néw State of
Trinidad and Tobago was born and we
had to set about building a nation.

I make the distinction here betweer
a “state” and a ‘“nation” because &
state properly defined is nothing more
than a well-defined geographic area
controlled by an independent au-
thority.

A nation is the moulding of the
inhabitants of a state into a people
with a common citizenship, common
aspirations and a_distinctive national
character and ethos. It is doubtful
whether the party that has been in
Government since independence has as
yet succeeded in moulding a Trinidad
and Tobago nation.

The anti-colonial, axgti-irggqriqlism
momentum which culminated in inde-

dence in 1962 spilled over for -a
er decade. . )

However, having got rid of the for-
mer colonial masters, the strategy of
the ruling party and, in particular, its
leader, was to turn the forces which
had been released against the former
qolonial power, against local institu-

tions.

The noble spirit of the independence
movement was corrupted into a ven-
detta by the ruling party to remain in
power at all costs, . .

At the time, few of us, including
myself, appreciated what was being

done. Very often the real motives were
successfully disguised by cogent and
logical argument. :

SUSPECTED

" There had to be a Mbanefo Commis-

“sion of Inquiry into the trade unions
because of suspected communist infil-
tration. .

The power of the churches, in par-
ticular the Roman Catholic and Angli-
can churches, had to be curbed because

. they posed a threat to the state.

The other major religions, Hinduism

_and Islam, were kept in a weaken
state by a strategy of divide and rule.

Muslims were glayed off against Hin-

.dus and the Hindu community against
jtself and the rest of the Nation.

In the words of our Statement of
Principles:

«Under the guise of independent and
strong government, the present Gov-
ernment centralised all power in itself
and one man. : .

“The utilites had to be controlled
by the Central Government to be effi-
cient, we were told.

“Jt was said that our leader had to
be strong in order to take effective
measures against the vested interest.

“We had to repose full trust and
confidence in the Central Government
so that the Government could control

the education system if it' were to
satisfy the legitimate aspirations of
an independent Trinidad and Tobago.

“The civil servants had to be sub-
jugated in order that it could carry
out the will of elected representatives
of the people. :

“The power of the churches and the
established religions had to be broken
so that ty could not challenge the
authority of the state. i

“We had to have a Kitchen Cabinet
in order to give our bright, young;
beautiful women a sense of participa-
tion in the Government.

“The trust and confidence given to
the Government has been corrupted
into a centralisation of power in the
CoxtBoration Sole. From people control
in the 1960s, we now have control by a
single individual. ‘

REFUSAL

“The centralisation of power has
resulted in a refusal by the Govern-
ment to entertain any re-organisation
which would permit a greater general

articipation by the people at all
evels of the community.

“Those who hold the reins of power

are not concerned with puttinﬁ the
society in a physical, moral, psycholog-
ical or spiritual position to be able to
respond to the crisis which has been
created by the Government.
*" <“The power of the state is now being
used shamelessly, not for the good of
the people but in order to manipulate
the people. .

“Vast sums of money are. being
spent on projects and works without
any regard for productivity or people-
happiness. .

“Productivity is not important. The
individual no longer matters. People
are not being paid by the Government
to work or produce but are merely
being bribed into supporting the cor-
rupt regime. - :

“The individual no longer matters.
Do you wonder that there is no longer
dignitiaand pride in labour and that
there has been a lowering of the work
ethic and the loss of productivity.

“As far as the Government is con-
cerned, there is no_relationship be-.
tween work, creativity, job satisfac-
tion and pride in work.

“We are being J)aid to vote, not to’
work. The individual is no longer a
l)erscm. He is a qeigher to be manipu-
ated and oppressed’’.

CHALLENGE

The first serious challenge Yo the
‘post-independence status quo came in
11969 / 70, — the so-called “Black Power
Movement”.
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Here again, like the independence
movement, the Black Power Move
ment was part .of a worldwide
phenomenon and the demand by black
people, principally in the United

-States, for equal political and econom-

ic status.

It was natural that West Indians,
nurtured in the freer democratic soci-
ety of the Caribbean, should have been
at the forefront of the North Ameri-
can struggle.

Stokely Carmichael and the West
indian students at Sir George William
University were significant leaders in
the North American black power up-

*heaval.

The locally-bdsed black pewer
Jeaders, however; failed to appresdiate
the essential difference of the gle
in Trinidad and ’lbbafo and the fact
that the strategies adopted in North
America were_totally unsuited in the
context of Trinidad and Tobago.

The people who marched in 1970 were
not told that they had the political
-power within their hands. That it was
‘they who democratically elected tie
Government and it was they who, if
they bided their time, could demec-
ratically remove that very Govem-
ment.

VIOLENCE

Thg resorted to violence and
turned the majority against “thém
notwithstanding the essential an

lasting validity of their message —
black dignity. :

No democratically elected govern-
ment in Trinidad and Tobago or any
part of the world will stand by idly and
allow itself to be removed by undemoc-
ratic, unconstitutional means. Indeed,
several governments even resist by
‘unlawful means their removal under
the democratic process.

. As I stated in my inaugural address
on February 1, 1981:- .

- I understand why our young people
marched. I had marched before. In
tLondon in the 1950s I marched with a
massive student demonstration in
Hyde Park Gate outside the residence
of the then great Winston Churchill. I,
*too, had marched to Cha as. :
*+1 "too, marched with Jagan-and
‘Burnham in England when the Guyan-
ese _constitution was suspended.
Marching was nothing new to me.

“But ‘what I was against, and.stil
am today, was the irrelevance then of
violence an instrument of change in
‘Trinidad and Tobago.

“] was against the desecration. of
churches. 1 was against the burning of
pmm., I was in favour, as I still am,
of by democratic means”.~
.s

FAILURE

The failure of the 1970 movement, I
still maintain, was a failure of leader-

ship.



Just as history will show that the
leaders ‘of 1956 created a state but
failed to creat a nation, so too will
history indicate that the leaders of
1970 excited a consciousness but did
not give a vision within a democratic
framework.
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They are still suffering from that
today. My stand a'iainst ‘Williams in
1973 is now part of the political history
“of Trinidad and Tobago.

When I resigned I told him so to his
face. 1 did not attempt any back-
stabbing. .

When I refused to sign the undated
letter of resignation, I did so publicly
on July 4, 1976, in Woodford Square.

Understand that  while post-
independence the PNM and its leader
were neutralising- all institutions —
the church, the Friendly Societies, the
Civil Service — its leader also had to
be neutralising and eliminating men.

This was so because the&wperxmned
neither challenge to the ernment
nor to the leader, .

Moosai Maraj, Elton Richardson,
C.L.R. James, Winston Mahabir, D.
Wilton Rogers — ail had to be elimi-
nated. It was not sufficient to defeat
Albert Gomes.

He had to be dragged in the dust and
hounded out of Trinidad. Butler had to
be imprisoned as a common criminal
for squatting.

The party and its leader had to be
all pervasive — the individual nolonger
counted, the little people were only
votes to be used at election time.

The failure of the 1970 movement, I
still maintain, was a failure of leader-

ship. .

Just as history will show that the
leaders, of 1956 created a state but
failed to creat a nation, so too will
history indicate that the leaders of
1970 excited a consciousness but did
not give a vision within a democratic
framework.

They are still suffering from that
today. My stand aglainst ‘Williams in
1973 is now part of the political history
of Trinidad and Tobago. .

When 1 resigned 1 told him so to his
face. 1 did not attempt any back-
stabbing.

When 1 refused to sign the undated
letter of resignation, 1 did so publicly
on July 4, 1976, in Woodford Square.

. Understand that while post-
independence the PNM and its leader
were neutralising all institutions —
the church. the Friendly Societies, the
Civil Service — its leader also had to
be neutralising and eliminating men.

This was so because they permitted
neither challenge to the Government
"nor to the leader.

Moosai Maraj, Elton Richardson,
C.L.R. James, Winston Mahabir, D.
Wilton Rogers — all had to be elimi-

‘that we will

nated. It was not sufficient to defeat
Albert Gomes.

He had to be dragged in the dust and
hounded out of Trinidad. Butler had to
be imprisored as a common criminal
for squatting.

The party and its leader had to be
all pervasive — the individual no longer
counted, the little people were only
votes to be used at election time.

It was against this background that
the ONR was formed. The formation of
the ONR was the result of a spon-
taneous demand by all sections of the
population for a new dispensation for
the é)eople of Trinidad and Tobago in
the decade of the '80s and beyond.

Because of the humanistic nature of
the demand, we were able for the first
time to form a party consisting of all
the sections in the socieB;.

It was a response to the demand by
the population for recognition as hu-
man beings and individuals, irrespec-
ﬁxYe%d of their class, religion, race or
Cl

NATIONAL
For the first time a truly national
p was formed in which all and

sundry could participate and feel at
home.

Again I quote from the Statement
of Principles: *‘(We concern) ourselves
principally with the need and the
search by our people for meaning, for
identity, for ec(;juahty of life as citizens
of Trinidad and Tobago.

“We have our special contribution to
make to the people of the world.

" “QOur contribution, therefore, must
be different because our human ex-
rience is different ..... but it is only
y allowing the people of our country
truly and freely to express themselves
. : able to make this
special contribution, which we know
we can, to the modern world.
‘‘We gave a new vision and sense of

belonging within the party to all the
citizens of Trinidad and Tobago. We
made a statement of the Politics of
Conscience.

“The politics of conscience knows no
race, no class. The politics of con-
science is an abiding commitment to
the well-being and welfare of oneself
and all others.

*“The .politics of conscience means
the creation and maintenance of in-
-stitutions which will constantly ex-
press .and reflect the need of the
individual for freedom and identity.

‘“The politics of conscience says that
the state and the Government are for
the people and must always respect
and show concern for the individual.

- Government must have a conscience.

“The fpolitics of conscience recog-
nises fundamental freedom and
equality as a daily requirement of the
individual, to satisfy his moral, mate-
rial and psychological needs.

“The politics of conscience gives
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people that inner strength, honesty
andp determination to express them-
selves and participate fully in the deci-
sion-making process.”

The ONR was theretore a thrust to
the level of the individual. Viewed as
such, it was & serious attack and
challenge to the established olitical
forces which had increasingly become
racially based.

Understand that in the 1930s Butler
was able to mobilise Africans and In-
dians in a way that Williams was never
able to.

. The anti-colonial movement of 1956
was soon turned into an essential

black nationalist movement as a re-
sult of the disappointment by

"Williams of the results of the 1959

Federal Elections. He then spoke ab-
out the recalcitrant minorities.

Such of our Indian brothers who were
given prominence in the PNM were
there for the purely cosmetic reason of
making it appear that the PNM was
truly interested in  multi-racial
politics.

Before the ONR a lot of us were

-seduced by that. These sentiments
“still exist below the veneer of the
‘multi-racial society.
. Because the ONR preached the
oneness of the individual, and as I said
this attacked the fundamental base of
the traditional racial alignment, we
were attacked nn all sides.

VALUE AND WORTH

Remember that we preached the
phﬂosoph{l;)f land reform on the basis
that land knows no colour, no creed, no
class,. We were expounding in a
rudimentary form the primacy of the
individual, :

We . preached against state
capitalism ‘and state control because
those - were against self-expression,
/creativity and recognition of the

‘individual for his intrinsic value and

‘worth. .

* We therefore came under attack
from both of the traditional political
forces. Because we were campaigning
Jfor people because they -were citizens
first and Indians or Africans second, or
Catholics and Baptists third, we were
attacked on both sides.

last seven years.

First our Land Tenants and
Ratepayers Association which was the
.mother of the ONR. In 1981 we cam-
paigned vigorously and honestly.

. We made an impression on the minds
of the people of Trinidad and Tobago
which cannot and will never be re-
moved. We rekindled the spirit of our
people and their yeanun"vﬁ or honesty,
respect and  goodwi to our
neighbours.

Without the ONR there would have
been a considerable political vacuum.
Without the ONR there could have
been no thought of a National Alliance
for reconstruction.




It is we in the ONR ~who have
brought the politics of 1984 1o where
the politics are now. 1 will remind you
of this later. .

Suffice it to say that in 1981, apart
from polling 91,000 votes, we were able
to make a significant impact in every
single constituency in Trinidad.

RESTRICTED

We restricted our activities to
Trinidad because we knew that had we
contested in Tobago at that time, we
would merely have.tended to confuse
the Tobago population and possibly
assist a PNM win at the general elec-
tions in Tobago in 1981..  * .

The margins in 1981 in Tobago were
uncomfortably close. In a real sense,
thérefore, we have been the yeast
making the political bread of Trinidad
and Tobago rise to the level at which
it is now poised. But more of that
later. -

What now is_the state of Trinidad
and Tobago? The country, Trinidad
and Tobago, is characterised by two
things. One, the PNM has run down
Trinidad and Tobago. And secondly,
the PNM is on the run.

As we said in 1981 and as we say
again, the Government has brought
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They
from that today. My stand against
Williams in 1973 is now part of the

olitical history of Trinidad and To-

(NJAC) are still suffering

ago.
‘When I resigned 1 told him so to
his face. I did not attempt any

back-stabbing.

When I refused to sign the un-
dated letter of resignation, I did so
gubhcly on July 4, 1976, in Woodford

u ' ‘

%are. : N
nderstand that while  post-.

independence the PNM and its lead-
er were neutralising all institutions
— the church, the Friendly
Societies, the Civil Servick — its
leader, also had to be neutralising
and eliminating men.

This was so because they permitt-
ed neither challenge to the Govern-
ment nor to the leader. -

Moosai MarakrElton Richardson,
C.L.R. James, Winston Mahabir, D.
Wilton Rogers — all had to be elimi-
nated. It. was not sufficient to de-
feat Albert Gomes.

He had to be dragged in the dust
and hounded out of Trinidad. Butler
had to be imprisoned as a common
criminal for squatting.

The party and its leader had to be
all pervasive — the individual no
longer counted, the little people
were only votes to be used at elec-

_tion time. .

The propaganda against us was in
the North, the traditional PNM
stronghold, that we were anti-black.

Imagine a party espousing the cause
of poor people in Trinidad and Tobago,
espousing the cause of fundamental
social justice through land reform, be-
ing portrayed as anti-black.

The very leader of the ONR who had
almost been unanimously voted to
succeed Williams in 1973 was portrayed
by the same people as anti-black, anti-
democratic.

If 1 was that, then that is what
they voted for in 1973 when they voted
for me to succeed Williams. The other
traditional forces said openly that if
the ONR came to power ‘Indians
would eat grass.”

This was so notwithstanding the
almost® super-human work o% the
Deputy Political Leadér of thé ONR,
Suruj Rambachan.

This was so notwithstanding an
ONR platform that advocated Islam
and Hinduism equal .parity in the reli-
gious and cultural life.

In other words, ONR was identified
.as a new vision, the new vehicle for
change which would wipe away the old
corrupt forces.

No honest person anywhele can deny
that the ONR had done a tremendous
job in changing the g and the

litics in Trinidad and Tobago in the
ast seven years.

- It was agamst this background that
‘the ONR was formed. The formation of
the ONR was the result of a n-
taneous demand by all sections of the
_population for a new sation for
the ple of Trinidad and Tobago in
the decade of the *80s and beyond.

" Because of the humanistic nature of
the demand, we were able for the first
time to form a party consisting of all
the sections in the socxet&.

It was a response to the demand by
the population for recognition as hu-
.man beings and individuals, irrespec-
tive of their class, religion, race or

NATIONAL

For the first time a truly national
p was formed in which all and
ﬁﬁﬁgy could participate and feel at

ome.

Again 1 quote from the Statement
of Principles: “(We concern) ourselves
principally with the need and the
search by our people for meaning, for
identity, for equality of life as citizens
of Trinidad and Tobago. L

«We have our special contribution to
make to the people of the world.

~«Qur contribution, therefore, must
be different because our human ex-
perience is different but it is only
’ allowinfg the people of our country
truly and freely to exPress themselves
that we will able to make this
special contribution, which we know
. we can, to the modern world.

.....
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‘“We gave a new vision and sense of
.belonging within the party to all the
citizens of Trinidad and Tobago. We
made a statement of the Politics of

Conscience.

“The politics of conscience knows no
race, no class. The politics of con-
science is an abiding commitment to
the well-being and welfare of oneself
and all others. »

“The politics of conscience means
the creation and maintenance of in-
stitutions which will constantly ex-
press and reflect the need of the
individua) for freedom and identity._

“The politics of conscience says that
the state and the Government are for
the people and must always re?ect
and show concern for the individual.
Government must have a conscience.

“The politics of conscience recog.
nises damental om and
‘equality as a daily requirement of the
individual, to satisfy his moral, mate-
rial and psychological needs. .
" “The politics of conscience gives
peodple that inner strength, honesty
and determination to express them-

. selves and participate fully in the deci-
sion-making process.” ’

"“The ONR was therefore g thrust to
the level of the individual. Viewed as
‘such, it was a serious attack and

challenge to the established political
forces which had increasingly become
racially based.



Understand that in the 1930s Butler
was able to mobilise Africans and In-
dians in a way that Williams was never
able to.

The anti-colonial movement of 1956
was soon turned into an essential
black nationalist movement as a re-
sult of the disappointment by
Williams of the results of the 1959
Federa! Elections. He then spoke ab-
out the recalcitrant minorities.

Such of our Indian brothers who were

iven prominence in the PNM were

ere for the purely cosmetic reason of
making it appear that the PNM was
truly interested in  multi-racial
politics.

Before the ONR a lot of us were
seduced by that. These sentiments
still exist below the veneer of the
multi-racial society.

Because the ONR preached the
oneness of the individual, and as I said
this attacked the fundamental base of
the traditional! racial alignment, we
were attacked on all sides.

Remember that we preached the
philosophy of land reform on the basis
that land knows no colour, no creed, no
class. We were expounding in a
rudimentary form the primacy of the
individual.

. VALUE AND WORTH

We  preached against state
capitalism and state control because
those were against self-expression,
creativity and recognition of the
individual for his intrinsic value and
worth.

We therefore came under attack
from both of the traditional political
forces. Because we were campaigning
for people because they were citizens
first and Indians or Africans second, or
Catholics and Baptists third, we were
attacked on both sides.

“The prrtggaganda against us was in
the North, the traditional PNM
stronghold, that we were anti-black.

Imagine a party espousing the cause
of poor people in Trinidad and Tobago,
espousing the cause of fundamental

-social justice through land reform, be-
_m%‘gonrayed as anti-black.

e very leader of the ONR who had
almost been unanimously voted to
succeed Williams in 1973 was portrayed
by the same people as anti-black, anti-
democratic.

If I was that, then that is what
they voted for in 1973 when they voted
for me to succeed Williams. The other
traditional forces said openly that if
the ONR came to power “Indians
would eat grass.”

This was 'so notwithstanding the
almost super-human work of the
Deputi'{ Political Leader of the ONR,
Suruj Rambachan. '

This was so -notwithstanding an
ONR platform that advocated Islam
and Hinduism equal parity in the reli-

‘respect and good
neighbours.

gious and cultural life.

In other words, ONR was identified
as a new vision, the new vehicle for
change which would wipe away the old
corrupt forces.

No honest person anywhere can deny
that the ONR had done a tremendous
job in changing the thinking and the
Folitics in Trinidad and Tobago in the
ast seven years.

First our Land ‘Tenants -and

Ratepayers Association which was the

mother of the ONR. In 1981 we cam-
paigned vigorously and honestly.

We made an impression on the minds
of the people of Trinidad and Tobago
which cannot and will never be re-
moved. We rekindled the spirit of our

people and their yeami‘n’iﬁ or honesty,
to ‘our

Without the ONR there would have
been a considerable tEol.itic:al vacuum.
Without the ONR there could have
been no thought of a National Alliance
for Reconstruction. ,

It is we in the ONR who have
brought the politics of 1984 to where
the politics are now. I will remind you
of this later. S

Suffice it to say that in 1981, apart
from polling 91,000 votes, we were able
to make a significant impact in every

single constituency in Trinidad.

RESTRICTED ,

We restricted our activities to
Trinidad because we knew that had we
contested in Tobago at that time, we
would merely have tended to confuse
the Tobago population and possibly
assist a PNM win at the general elec-
tions in Tobago in 1981. ‘

The mar%ins in 1981 in Tobago were

-uncomfortably close. In a real sense,
therefore, we have been the yeast
making the political bread of Trinidad
and Tobago rise to the level at which
it is now poised. But more of that
later. . ’
- What now is the state of Trinidad
.and Tobago? The country, Trinidad
and Tobago, is characterised by two
things. One, the PNM has run down
Trinidad and Tobago. And secondly,
‘the PNM is on the run.

As we said in 1981 and as we say
again, the Government has brought
Trinidad and Tobago to a state of
economic collapse. .
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We foresaw it in 1981, we spoke
about it in 1982 and it is there for
everybody to see in 1983 and 1984. It
will be the same in 1985 and 1986.

In 1962 when we became indepen-
dent, the economy was dominat by
petroleum. Twenty-two years later,
this is still the case, except that the
inputs of other sectors have declined
dramatically. .

FIRST SIGN

At the first sign of economic up-turn
in 1973, the Government abandoned all

planning. .

We were told that planning had lost
its mystigue and was no_ longer
fashionable. On paper the policies of
the Government followed a classical
theoretical £osition.

. The windfall from petroleum was to
be set aside in Special Funds as an
economic patrimony.

The bulk of these Special Funds was
spent on energfy—based heavy indus-
tries and transfers to the population
by way of subsidies.. .

However, because of the political
cul-de-sac in which the Government
had run itself, certain things
happened. )

The anxiety to establish energy-
based industries was matched only by
the avarice of those in chalt'ge of the
funds to see what kickbacks they could

get. .

The political thinking followed the
big money. Agriculture was aban-
doned. The manufacturing sector de-
clined. Consumerism was fed, creating
a false sense of prosperity. :

PROSPERITY

The economic prosperity was used
to feed the political circus for the
maintenance of power. Money no
problem.

.fThezl-le bv;gs created an artificial Sertlhse
of well-being, principally among the
party faithful with little ‘attention to
the imperatives of honesty, pro-
ductivity and discipline.

They behaved as if Trinidad and To-
bago belonged to a few individuals who
had a God !g‘l"iven right to dispense the
goodies in order to stay in power.

In the minds of the Trinidad and
Tobago population, they created a
false sense of security and well-being
with little care for what would or
&?tuld happen tomorrow or the day

er

Every sector, including petroleum,
declined. In 1974 there was a dramatic
increase in petroleum revenues while
the real output in the' petroleum
sector has declined since 1974.

Agriculture and manufacturing all
declined. For the past decade, agricul-
ture has been ::nul a decline. 12119%13 real
output in agriculture was only 73 per
cent of the level achieved in 1973.

A DROP

In sugas there has been a drop of
almost * 50 . per cent while in other
export crops there has been a fall of
33 1/3 per cent. In domestic products

L there has been a virtual stagnation.

While this was happening. funds
were diverted to presﬁggepmfects like
the R.':xcms1 Cor:jrlex, the Financial
Complex, the Hall of Justice and the
Mount Hope Medical Complex.

Projects, all of which if completed,

fixed recurrent costs it only for their
maintenance.

It is understood that the Govern-
ment is now negotiating a mainte-
nance contract for the Mount Hope
?iedical Complex at an .astronomical
igure. :

o- important comments need to
be made at this stage. One, none of
the energy-based industries has any
backward linkages into.the economy of
Trinidad and Tobago in order to stimu-
late self-sustaining activity and

For éxample, we have a steel millv

and we still import steel for building
houses. We have a petroleum industry
and an almost non-existent plastics
and textiles manufacturing sector.

_ The second point is that all these
industries are a drain on the Treasury
_of Trinidad and Tobago.

-1 wish to remind this audience of
what I said on Sunday October 10, 1983
at the Lion’s Civic Centre in Port-of-
Spain. .

REFORMS
“In - the late 1950s, Trinidad
embarked on certain structural

reforms to make the economy more
self-reliant and to reduce the depend-
ence on petroleum, . .
“Attempts were made to increase
the linkages between the various sec-
tors and to transfer decision making
from metropolitan countries to local

* board rooms.
“If we had pursued this strategy of ' -;
”dollar can be attributed mainly to the

development, today we would have
been able to face the present economic
crisis with a greater degree of con-
fidence.

“We would have had structures pos-
sessing the required degree of
resilience to withstand adverse forces,
both nationally and internationally.
William Demas and Lloyd Best have
been saying this for a number of years.

“Now a sudden sense of panic can be
seen in the public statements of Minis-
ters, Permanent Secretaries, Chair-
men of Boards, union leaders and
businessmen. :

“They all know that the economy
.does not now possess the internal
dynamism. to make the necessary
adjustments  without serious dis-
location.

“As it is, some people have begun to
pray for miracles in the form of
a?oglher fantastic increase in the price
of oil.
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“Earlier this year, the Minister of
Petroleum boasted of new oil finds as if
increased oil production will solve our

' present situatioh.

“Any dramatic increase in oil prices
in the foreseeable future is highly un-
likely. If, however, by some miracle
this were to happen, this would be one
of the worse things that could happen
to us given the structural weaknesses
in our economy.

_ “We must_realise that continued
increases in the price of oil would not

will demand a significant increase in ' only fan the fires of inflation put would

deepen the recession which has already
taken hold of the wqud economy.

“Worse than that, the real price of
oil would not in fact have incveased
because the goods we are now forced
to buy will certainly increase out of all
p{oxi)lom'on to the increase in the price
of oil.

“But worse of all it will fool us again
into believing that everything is wine
and roses.”

The fact of the matter is that since

' making that statement in 1982 our

redictions have realised the worse

€ars.

There has been a decline in oil prices
together with a decline in_production
with a ‘marginal stabilising of the
latter because of incentives to land
exploration.

Coupled with this is the fact that

_ the Trinidad and Tobago dollar is tied

to the U.S. dollar for the purposes of
the exchange rate. This means that no
advantage to the consumer or the
exporter has been gained since on the
one hand our exports, such as they are,
have become relatively more expen-
sive, and our imports, coming as they
do mainly from the United States,
have not profited from the lower Euro-
currencies.

In any event, while being tied as we
are to the U.S. dollar may result in
some short term nominal gains, this
means that we are subject to forces
which affect the U.S. dollar, which
forces bear ne relation whatsoever to

~our local situation.

The present strength of the U.S.
large budget deficit of the U.S. in a run
up to its Presidential campaign.

Now that President Reagan has
been given his second and final term,
we may expect to see fairly stringent
economic measures being applied in
the United States to reduce both the
budget deficit and the public debt in
that country.

Factors which are totally uncon-
nected with our local scenario but
which impact upon us because we are
tied to the U.S. dollar and there has
not been established any mechanism
for constant review of the relationship
between the U.S. dollar and the
Trinidad dollar and the continued de-
cline in the real value of oil prices.

In the short term, one may expect a
‘weakening of the U.S. dollar which will
cause a temporary but short lived rise
in the price of oil.



A strong dollar increases the world
wide purchasing power of the oil pro-
ducing1 countries.

In this sense, a rising dollar tends to
hold down the price of oil. However,
when the U.S. dollar starts to fall, this
would tend to initially encourage in-
creases in the price of oil in order to
maintain the purchasing power of oil
producing countries.

.However, there has been no ver-
satility in the mix of origins of the
imports into Trinidad and Tobago to
take advantage of these fluctuations.

Moreover, it is clear that the

Government of Trinidad and .

Tobago, for purposes of purely short
term_politica expediency, are
afraid to tackle the serious problem

of the rate of exchange of the
Trinidad and Tobago dollar for fear
of political repercussions.
ut in fact the Trinidad and
Tobago dollar has already been
devalued in the streets. The unreal-
istic measures which the Govern-
ment and the Central Bank have
introduced, while showing a paper
effect, have merely increased -the
non-institutional trade in U.S. dol-
lars and at a rate far higher than
the official rate of (TT)$2.40 to one
U.S. dollar. o
MEASURES o
The next government will have to
address the total economic situd-
tion of Trinidad and Tobago seri-
ously.
Because of the measures which
are now required because of PNM
incompetence, nothing short of ‘a
revolution will take place  in
Trinidad and Tobago unless the
ulation is educated and told the
ollowing: . ’
1. The reason why we are in the
situation in which we are; .
2. What has to be done, however
painful, in order to get us out of the
mass in which we are. el
The two cannot be divorced sor
separated. For example, it is no gse
for the trade union movement sim-
ply to protest about wage offers-of
six per cent from the Governmént
without asking the question: L
Why only six per cent? What has
caused in the short space of three
months, offers of 40 per cent and 50
per cent over three years to be
reduced o offers of ten per cent and
12 per cent.
1t is no use our merely saying that
there is no more money without
asking why there is no more money?,
“And asking the question: Who.is
responsible for the lack of monéy
after a $40 billion windfall from
petroleum over the last ten years? -
The employers must explain-that
the low wage increases being offered
can be traced directly back to Gav-,
ernment policies, Government mis-
management and Government inef-
ficiency. ’

_ Now'is the time for the employer
and organised labour to sit down and
analyse the reasons why we have
been brought to the situation where
workers are being forced to accept
rising costs, a health surcharge and
yet to be expected to accept low
wage increases which do not balance
the rise in the cost of living. i
Serious discussions between the
non-public sector emﬁloyer and the
labour force must take place in or-
der to lay the blame for our present
situation where the blame is due. -

POLICIES .

The fact of the matter is that the
gohcxes of the Government have

rought everybody to their knees.
The mismanagement has crippled
everybody. . - -

The corruption, and there is still a
{;)t of it going on, is squeezing every-

y.

As 1 have said before, employers
must analyse and expiain to the
workers that the present economic
situation is the fault of no one but
the Government which has been in
power for 28 years.

[12 Dec 84 p 8]

We will have to tell the population
very clearly that while we are a
group of educated and honest (geo-
ple, the situation to which this Gov-

~ernment_has brought us will not
permit of easy solutions.

It will be no use winning the next
election on a negative response. We
must win the next election with a
majority that has been educated by
us to understand the issues and the
task ahead. .

The fact of the matter is that the
following situation is what faces us:

1.. A drastic fall in foreign ex-
chan%e earnings;

2. Government revenue from the
petroleum sector in the form of tax-
es and royalties has declined sharp-

}i p .

3. service contracts in the petro-
leum industry have been curtaited;

4. there have been massive lay-offs
in private and public sectors;

5. lay-offs will mean less revenue
from taxes, less savings, less dispos-
able income; and

6. national insurance and health
surcharge payments will also
decline. .

_ SURPASSED

Recurrent expenditure has sur-

assed recurrent revenue. It is only
if expenditures are substantially re-
duced that can show a surplus ~=
current account.

Unless we show a surplus on cur-
rent account, w~ .vili not be able to
borrow mo=.y on the traditional
international capital markets.
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The Government mK well borrow
mopey  from shady, non-
institutional sources — at exorbit-
ant rates and on punitive terms.
One refers to Mafia money, some of
which is already in Trinidad and
Tobago, which demands not only
high rates of interest but protec-
tion money.

The budgets of 1983 and 1984 have
merely scratched the surface of the
problem and therefore will not pro-
vide the structural adjustments if
the economy is to be placed on a long
term path of sustained growth.

Remember what the Demas Task
Force recommended:

1. A programme of structural
adjustment;

. stringent fiscal and monetary
measures;

3. an incomes and prices policy:

4, reduction in public sector in-
vestment;

§. dismantling of the subsidy and
welfare payments;

6. reforming, reorganising and
‘restructuring the public service and
other areas of the public sector; and
_ 7. positive proposals for “the
agricultural and manufacturing
sectors.

These proposals were to form the

basis ot a transitional period during

.the years 1983 to 1986. .

A serious approach has been avoid-
ed by the Government because of
the political debts. which the Gov-
ernment has to pay.

“For instance, the six per cent
offer to Civil Servants. The Govern-
ment has offered six per cent when
it knows that the increase in the
cost of living durin% the last 12
months has been in the order of 17
per cent. .

' SQUANDERED

But it says nothing about the
rices policy. It can say r}qthm%
gaving regard to the composition o
the Cabinet and the interest which
those Cabinet members serve.

In addition, baving squandered
the taxpayers’ money, 1t can no
longer keep 8own the prices of com-
modities controlled by the Govern-

. ment.

Electricity has increased. The
poor man is now paying more than
the rich man. TELCO was granted a
rate increase less than two years
ago and it is going back for another
massive increase. - : .

The Public Transport Corporation

oes on television and its PNM
%hairman announces a minimum fee
of $1 and blames it on the popula-.
tion, saying that that is necessary
because people are riding the 'buses
‘without paying the full fare.

' REASONS

The fact of the matter is that all
of these utilities are Government




owned and what the Government is
doing is disguising taxation by in-
creasing utility rates.

~ And yet we hear nothing about
increased productivity and greater
efficiency in the management of
these concerns.

What do you expect. All of these
concerns are in the hands of party
hacks whose concern is not you and
me but propping up a dead and
moribund Government.

In Trinidad and Tobago the Gov-
ernment, for purely political rea-
sons, is forced to postpone the nec-
essary corrective measures because
of the political debts which it has to

pay.

The longer this happens, the more
painful the adjustments will be. Not-
withstanding Government an-
-nouncements  about our
worthiness, the fact of the matter

is that we have been told by the
World Bank that the bank cannot
lend us any more money. .

The time has come for us to admit
that the strategy of industrialisa-
tion in Trinidad and Tobago has
failed because of politics PNM-

stY\}e.

one of the fundamental prob-
lems in the society has.been -re-
solved. We have to admit this be-
cause the evidence is now confront-
ing us. Leave the PNM there and we
can run the risk of becoming not an
ordinary, average Third World
country. ’

We may well slide into the chronic
poverty of a Haiti. In 1981 we warn
ed that in a very real sense Trinidad
and Tobago was worse off than St.
Vincent, St. Lucia and Dominica. At
least in those small islands the man
out of work does not starve.

We have to tell both employers
and labour that a new strategy
must be developed and implement-
ed. We have to go out there and
explain to them that under our new
economic strategy there will be no
need for employers and workers to
be constantly’ at each others
throats.

' PROBLEMS

Half of the problem of the present
industrial unrest is because neither
em?loyers nor workers have yet
realised that the villain of the piece
is not the poor worker on the one
hand or the emﬁoger on the other
hand but the PNM Government.

The Government is ‘‘sooking”
workers behind employers. And-be-
hind the scenes the Government is
‘*sooking’’ employers behind
workers.

We must have a new strategy.
There must be a change in direction.
This new strategy must contain the
following elements:”

1. Identification of those indus-
tries which will earn an increasing
amount of foreign exchange;

credit.

2. identification of those indus-
tries which will provide essential
goods and services for the domestic
market; and, : .

3. social and economic policies
which will have as their main thrust
the achievement of social justice
through the full development and
utilisation of labour, the mainte-
nance of utilisation of labour, the
maintenance of efficiency of both
domestic and export sectors and

the acquisition ot modern technolo-

. gy with the development of the re-
-quired financial and other institu-
tions.

The key to our success as a nation
in the future will be how efficiently
we can manage all our resources —
labour, capital, technology, foreign
exchange, space and energy.

The strategy must encourage re-
sources to flow into sectors where
.they are most productive andwhere
their future demand is expected to
be high. We have to be innovative.

ENCOURAGE

We must encourage actively the
development of certain sectors and
we must not be afraid in the future
to change our emphasis when the
international environment so dic-
tates.

We have made it clear in our
Statement of Principles that we
‘expect the Government to start to
exercise a large measure of control
in the investment and operatin
decisions of the so-called command-
ing heights of the economy.

In the rest of the economy, howev-
er, the Government must not stifle
initiative. The Government may
use demonstrative measures and
selected golicy instruments, re-
_search and development subsidies,
borrowing privileges, to influence in-
dustrial development and growth.

Now is the time for a review of the
tax structure in Trinidad and To-
‘bago.

In real! terms there has been_ a
fantastic increase in taxes paid by
the individual because of increases
in utility prices and the prices of
basic commodities bearing customs
and excise duties. Co

[12 Dec 84 p 8]

WHILE high taxes
Government revenue, they also
mean greater hardship on the indi-
vidual and less money or disposable
.income to generate business which
creates employment. .

There should be a special tax re-

ime for corporations with particu-

ar reference to capital investment,
exports and, more particularly,
geographical 1ocation.

mean more
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Manufacturing companies should
be given special tax status to lo-
catelin Tobago, Sangre Grande, Ca-
roni, Pointe-a-Pierre, Point Fortin
and Guayagua?'are to take up the
slack of unemployment.

EFFICIENCY

All of these, however, must be
within a oiicy that stresses
economic efficiency. To revitalise
our manufacturing and agricultural
sector, a special export policy must
be devised.

This export policy must contain
the following elements:

1. lower tax burdens;

2. lower interest rates;

3. tax exemption on a portion of
e)?ort earnings; L .

. accelerated equipment depreci-

ation allowances and expenses for

‘overseas market development must

be given,

S. pre_ferred borrowing rates on
export bills;

6. a system of product inspection
to monitor. qua ity control and
priority exports for both the
internal and external markets
where applicable.

In all this, labour will be a critical
element in the economic manage-
ment system which must be in-
stituted. We will recgllilre a .lar%e
pool of trained and technically pro! i-
cient and efficient young people.

CRITICISED

We were criticised for saying that
the DEWD programme and the edu-
cation system must be reorganised.
Ways must be found and found fast
to institute a_national programme

for retraining of retrenched

workers.

Singapore has done it, the United
Kingdom has done it, we can do it.
Retrenchment ' is a burden in
Trinidad and Tobago not only be-
cause the alternative employment

is not there but because no system

of retraining is there.

“We are running a high unemploy-
ment rate at the moment, yet we
have trouble finding a man to fix a

television set, an e ectric kettle, or

_a simple iron.

Not 1o talk about the assembly

car industry and the number of

motor cars on the road — yet the
difficulty we face to get a reliable
motor. mechanic to fix our cars.

" The sum total of this is that we
have to understand that rum;ingba
country is one big partnership be-
tween the Government, the private
sector and labour. . :

IMPORTANT

. One cannot do it without the
other. Each is as important as the
other. But it requires good govern-

ment — honest government and

government with a sense of direc-
tionn and purpose. .



In the earlier part of my speech 1
referred to the origins and the pur-
ose and the mission of the ONR.
emember that both in our State-
ment of Principles and in our 1981
Manifesto we attacked no one.

What we attacked was the sys-
tem. Qur campaign was devoid of

the personal abuse, the smears and
ithe propaganda which was levelled
against us. Although we did not win,
this has endeared several more
people to our side. ]
" As you know, for the 1983 Local
Government Elections we went into
a political accommodation with the
other Trinidad-based opposition
parties.

A few things about this accommo-
dation. Unless post 1981 we did not
continue to be a political and moral
force to be reckoned with, there
could and would have been no accom-
modation. .

A lot of people expected that with
our defeat in 1981 we would have

one out of existence. What they
gid not assess and realise was that
the ONR was more than a political

party. .
A VISION

It was a vision of a people. It was a
crusade. In the short run, therefore,
no formula for the removal of the
PNM can ignore the validity, worth
and strength of the ONR. ]

Those who do so will do so at their
peril. Without the ONR there can be
no accommodation and it will be
back to to square one.

Without the ONR there can be no
National Alliance for Reconstric-
tion because then it would be back
to square one. .

It is the ONR alone which in the
last 28 years has been able to mount
a_ serious national threat to the
PNM. I am not here talking about
threats at a cultural or limited
geographical level. .

In a sense the vision and pohcg of
the ONR contributed to its defeat
in 1981. I say so because we
threatened all and sundry.

Our friends in the Alliance, DAC
and Tapia could not touch the PNM
in the East-West corridor.

We can. The PNM cannot touch
the Alliance in Caroni but we can.
That is because we started off being
and remain a national party.

POLITICAL

What has happened in my view is
that there has been an acknowledg-
ment in Trinidad and Tobago that if
an litical force is to remove the
PNM, the ONR is an indispensable
part of that force. .

It is the policies and philosophy of
the ONR which has caused the dra-
matic turn around in the political
scene in Trinidad and Tobago in the
last four vears.-We have been the

CSO: 3298/258

agent and the vehicle. We have re-
cognised this responsibility to the
people of Trinidad and Tobago.

We have done so with humility and
without gloatin% or trying to up-
stage anybody. Our sincerity of pur-
pose, however, must never be con-
strued as an intention to abandon
the core of our principles or the
heart of the inspiration which we
have brought to the citizens of

“Trinidad and Tobago.

If there is hope in 1982 of removing

the PNM, it is because the ONR has

brought hope. I want you to be as
confident and firm about that as I
am.

It is because of this conviction of
the indispensable nature of the role
that the ONR has to play that we
can afford a generosity of spirit and
that we can afford to make conces-
sions.

GENEROUS

- This, of course, is always provided
that those to whome we are gener-
-ous will show generosity to us.

Those to whom we make and con-
tinue to make concessions will also
in the noble spirit of the national
compromise, also make concessions
to us. Understand I am not, and the
ONR is not, making any plea.

What I am doing here on behalf of
the ONR is to restate the role of
the ONR and the fact that the ONR
is now indispensable in any national
dispensation.

We told the population today
that it can expect nothing but
honesty, principles and high moral
leadership from the ONR.

There is nothing tentative in the

osition of the ONR and its leader.

e are now stronger than we were
in 1981 and in a better position to
-assist our- political partners under
the banner of the National Alliance
for Reconstruction.

. A weak ONR will mean a weak
NAR. A collapse of the ONR will
mean a PNM victory. We in the
ONR are committed to being the

hub of the wheel, the yoke bearers,

to ensure the removal of the PNM.

We have committed ourselves to
& National Alliance which is a feder-
ation of parties. We have stopped
short of forming one unilateral par-
ty at this stage because that would
have meant, at this stage, a dis-
banding of the ONR and a weakening

of the NAR.

| We have kept our faith in not
running to the Press about delicate
and sensitive matters except where
we have been forced to do so in order
to preserve the ONR for the NAR.

If certain people do nto recognise
this, you can rest assured that one
set of people who do not recognise
‘this is the PNM. Do not for one
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moment underestimate the con-
tinuing capacity of the PNM for
infiltration and mischief. Several
att.emﬂts over the years at possible
unity have been shattered by PNM
P)ro&aganda, PNM mamaguy and by

NM plants within the camp. This
battle, this struggle,
individuals.

‘This battle has a hi%h moral pur-
pose. We have to labour and not
necessarily look for rest; to toil and
not look for reward save that of
knowing that we are on a mission of
re-establishing decency and good
%overnment to the people of

rinidad and Tobago. No alliance of
opposition parties will last unless it
is firmly rooted in policies of princi-
ples and not on personalities or men.
All those who are jumping up givin
advice in December 1984 might we
change their tune by June 1985. We
in the ONR are insisting that the
population be given a clear and un-
ambiguous vision, a policy of where
we are going. )

It is more than the nagative of
golmcs for the sake of removing the

NM. It must 1go beyond that.

It must teli the population, in-
cluding those who supported the
PNM in the past, what our vision’is
and what we are going to ask of the
population for the nation.

t would be remiss of me to close
without extending our heartiest
congratulations to the DAC and the
people of Tobago for their victory
over the PNM.

We can only hope that the assist-
ance which we gave contributed in’
some measure to that victory. We
£ave selflessly in the cause and if
‘called upon we will do so as generous-
ly again.

The motto of the DAC campaign
in Tobago in the recent Tobago
House of Assembly elections can
well be applied, as far as the ONR is
concerned, to the National Alliance
for Reconstruction — SIDE BY
SIDE, NOT ONE BEHIND THE
OTHER.

transcends




TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

TAPIA HOUSE LEADER SEES ONE-PARTY DANGER IN GRENADA
Port—of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Dec 84 p 3

[Text] Tapia House movement has expressed the hope that the newly-elected
GCovernment in Grenada would take the necessary steps to secure the island's
rightful place in the West Indian community.

And the party, through its chairman, Dr Beau Tewarie, has warned that the
overwhelming victory by the Herbert Blaize-led New National Party (NNP) could
well lead Grenada to a one—party state.

Dr. Tewarie said Tapia had no desire to see Grenada become either a Soviet
satellite, or a piece of American real estate in the Caribbean. He said:

All Not Well

"One simply cannot assume that because the elections are over, all will be well
in Crenada. It was true that Grenada was lucky to have another change at con—
stitutional government, because violence can well trigger off an irreversible
process.

"But a lot depends now on whether the newly-elected NNP, which is a coalition
of political parties, can function as a cohesive government, able to demonstrate
good sense through moderation and restraint, in both domestic and foreign policy.

"The overwhelming victory of the NNP under Mr. Blaize has obviously given Mr.
Blaize and his coalition party a tremendous mandate, but one cannot ignore the
problem of checks and balances which such an overwhelming victory raises.

"If Mr. Marcel Peters (the GULP candidate who stood in the way of a clean
sweep) does resign, Grenada could well end up with a one-party state and Par-
liament following the bye-electionm.

"Indeed, for all intents and purposes, the situation is already this in
Grenada."

Mr. Tewarie said this may not prove an insurmountable problem, but given the
recent trauma which Grenada had undergone, and the extent of abuse of power in
the not so distant past, one hoped that the Blaize administration would demon-
strate a certain sensitivity to such issues from the very beginning.
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Moreover, in such a situation as now existed, any faction or combination of in-
dividuals could break away to form an Opposition group overnight.

Mr. Tewarie added: "Such a situation could emerge either because of out and
out opportunism, or it could well be engineered to create the illusion of a
two-party, Westminister-syle democracy.

"It is our hope that such developments will not occur, and that the NNP will
emerge as a cohesive government, with both the will and the wherewithal to en-
sure stability and self-determination for Grenada and its people.

"It is reasonable to regard the rejection of the GULP (led by Sir Eric Gairy)
and the Maurice Bishop Patriotic Movement as a rejection of authoritarianism,
on the one hand, and of revolutionary violence, on the other.

A Vindication

"The Grenadian people have suffered under both. In this context, the large
turnout at the polls seems a vindication of the electoral process.

"Grenadians, following their experience of mongoose gang under Giary, and the
Bishop coup which degenerated into a bloody power struggle, seem to have opted

now for a more moderate, restrained and sober path.

~ "This may well be part of a general trend in the Anglophone_Caribbean, which
now seems poised to turn its back an extremism of every kind."

CSO: 3298/258
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

NAR EXAMINES POSSIBILITY OF MERGING INTO SINGLE PARTY
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English‘13 Dec 84 p'1

[Text] Officials of the National Alliance for Reconstruction (NAR) are addres-
sing themselves to the question of merging into a single political party.

According to a senior official of the NAR, which has brought together the Na-
tional Alliance (United Labour Front, the Democratic Action Congress and the
Tapia Movement) and the Organisation for National Reconstruction (ONR), one
point has already been agreed upon--that the new national party would in fact
be NAR.

And at a special meeting today of the "contact group” of NAR, emphasis would be
placed on the creation of a framework within which the Political Leader of the
proposed party would be selected. : ’ ‘

But the source, who said he did not wish to prejudice any process for selecting
a leader added:

"There is a very strong feeling emerging within NAR that Mr. A. N. R. Robinson
(Political Leader of DAC and Chairman of the Tobago House of Assembly) may be
supported unequivocally.

"What people are looking for is a leader with impeccable credibility and one
who has a certain degree of moral authority, someone who the country can look
up to.

"And it was Mr. Robinson who led his party in another convincing win in the
recent Tobago House of Assembly elections against the People's National Movement.

"We don't think that any one person would want to put himself before the good
of the country."

Leaders of NAR are on the "Contact Team" and the meeting today would also deal
with the constitution and policies of the proposed party.

Elaborating on the leadership question, the source said:

"If Mr. Robinson says he is prepared to be in the leadership I have no doubt
that the organisational structure and mechanisms necessary for the election of
a leader will automatically fall into place." ;

Cs0: 3298/258
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

FURTHER ASSESSMENT OF TOBAGO ELECTION DEFEAT FOR PNM

Criticism of Chambers

Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 9 Dec 84 p 3

[Article by SUNDAY GUARDIAN Special

by PM"]

[Text]

THE political Waterloo that the
People’s National Movement met in
Tobago when it campaigned most unsuc-
cessfully for a majority in the Tobago
House of Assembly was no mere accident,
Rather, it was carefully crafted and
structured by people who allowed arro-
ance and contempt to overrule their
-given commonsense and capacity for
thought. . .

The leaders in the campaign that-the
PNM launched in Tobago made many
errors. The first error committed was
that of not correctly analysing what
brought the present regime to power in
1981, and not accepting the significance of
the forces that led them to political
victory at the genera! elections of 1981.

In the first place, the ascendancy of the’

Chambers administration owes = every-
thing to happen-stance. Dr. Williams
died, and President Clarke chose someone
he felt the nation would accept at a time
when unit¥: was the overriding con-
sideration. Particularly against the back-
dr(ig of the severely declining popularity
of Dr. Williams from about mid-1977 until
he died, it behoved the President to find
at least a soothing, pacifying
interregnum.

RECLUSE

It is harsh but true that perhaps the
best thing that happened to the PNM in
1981 was the death of Dr. Williams. He had
increasingly attracted every criticism
and loss”of confidence. The country had
grown restive, if not “damned vexed”
over his indecisiveness, and his lack of
leadership. He had become a total recluse,

oing nowhere and seeing almost no one.
Fits of temper began interrupting his
normally disciplined state of life. He was

‘an ill man, and perhaps these were some of

the results of his illness.

Whatever the reason, the arrogance
and contempt that he once cracked with
flashes of whiplike brilliance like an intel-
Jectual Indiana Jones (‘‘Rziders of the

Correspondent: '"Tobago:

‘Lost “Ark”) suddenly lost their lustre.
#un and picong became mean and vicious
‘and unpleasantly ill-tempered, and no one
liked it. There is strong reason to believe
that had he lived, his party would have
been crushed in the 1981 elections.
 His intellect however was not so dimned
‘as not to recognise this possibility and
‘death loomed as a way of beating the
odds, overcoming the opposition, and
achieving a place in history that would
‘have been smudged, if not deleted, were
sevents allowed to take their natural
.course, . .

So he died. The guns of rage and disgust
" were silenced and a sim le, meek man was
apgomted in his place. The people who had
had enough of the arrogance and seclu-
_sion, the indecisiveness and the in-
. humanity of Eric Williams, suddenly felt
that there was new hope. Thei; felt here
‘was a man who would put the wrongs
right, who had no axe to grind, who could
be humane and worthy of trust, and who
iwould restore leadership that had been
!lost in a vacuum of waffling. .
. The pogulation was_ especially en-
icouraged . by the new Prime Minister's
announced desire to draw support from
ang' source in his multi-racial society.

o Chambers got his mass support. The

interim period between March of 1981 and
the next election was a quiet time for the
country as it emerged from the strict
views of Williams to the beckoning hope of
change and lmgrovement.

The lure of better prospects under the
new incumbent carried the day in the 1981
campaign. What was particularly con-
vincirig was that in his words and in his
attitudes, he appeared to be so different,
so healthily and vibrantly different to his
predecessor of mid 1977 to earlg 1981.
Chambers gave the impression of being a
breath of fresh air, cooling antipathy and
dissention, inspiring _togetherness, and
blowing away the stifling stagnancy of
arrogance. And what the nation saw, it
liked and supported. .. . .
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Then semething happened. Prime Minis-
ter Chambers got his sweeping majority
and it seems, in retrospect, that he went
to that mythical bio-conversation room
through which so many politicians go and
which produces people totally unrecognis-
able — both to their followers and to
themselves. :

When the Racing Complex was stopped,
everyone applauded. Here was the man
who “was going to put all wrongs right.
But the noble intentions quickly ran out
of momentum. The DC-9 scandal was al-
lowed to vanish into the wild blue yonder.
Corruption continued unabated. The man
-who was pledged to unity became his own
force for dxsumtgr and disharmony. Wher-
ever he went and spoke, he left discord.

If the geople of Mayaro or Tobago, to
mention but two areas, were to be asked
whether.they were happier and more har-
-monious after the visit of Chambers, they
would most emphatically reply in the
negatwe: :

stracisms are now back to their nor-
mal levels as an¥one who fails to say
‘‘aye” is quickly side-tracked and
forgotten. Vindictiveness abounds, with
Ministers themselves asking for lists and
data on anyone they suspect of not falling
down and adoring them.. ‘

HOSSES

Paternalism has reached a new high
and arrogance and contempt have _t‘qpped
the point where the head of a critically
important, government-controlled’ news
and entertainment medium, can .be

placed on a public relations committee of -

the PNM without the slightest worry or
concern. The attitude seems to be — *“‘we
Iike it so,” and those who don’t like it can
do what they wish. ‘

To compound matters, the Chambers
administration has once again slipped in-
to the former habit of not dealing with
important issues. ISCOTT is allowed to
continue at the monumental loss of over
$1 million a day. It is easier, according to
PNM thinking, for the population’to do
without s and foodstuffs than to
remedy the big steel, and the other profli-
gate wasters of pubfic funds. Pride, they
say, comes before the fall, and perhaps
one fall in Tobago isn't enough to drive
the lesson home. '

Wherever one looks there is only one

impression tc be gained, namely, no
-action, no decision, and -appeasement
under confrontation. The pig farmers are
dissatisfied, they demonstrate, they get
what they wish. One of the biggest finan-

cial and human drains in the country,
DEWD, s_implg has to' mount a noisy de-
monstration of its many alien workers to
get all the millions it wants...even as the
erelicts of Tamarind Square fester in
their sores and belch the wind of starva-
tion. '
Agriculture and tourism are likewise
two major areas that have been given
verbal  identification...but practical
indifference. Unions that support the
PNM never have to face realities of

- ‘established. and re-affirmed in

economics or logistics. The Public Service
remains uninspired and demotivated.

In the last local government elections,
Prime Minister Chambers demonstrated
puerile traits by refusing to support
party candidates because he did not
approve of some of them. Or was it indeci-
sion? Because the impression the public
got over Grenada of October, 1983, is not
so much one of principled position, but one
of indecision. Rather than do something,
he opted to do nothing.

This column, in an article one year ago,
disagreed with the way Chambers han-
dled the Grenada problem, moreso as he
was made to look inept and incompetent

by Eugenia Charles. =

Stung b¥‘ the thrashing dealt the PNM
b?' the Alliance in the local government
efections and the control they gained over
certain councils, he decided to go in full
force ‘to Toba%o but in a. manner that
really gives substance to the old proverb
of “‘a bpll in a China shop.”

He treated the House of Assembly with
disdain. He refused to pay the basic
courtesies. He showed an abominable lack

-of good manners. And the same lack of
-judgment in dealing with Grenada, he re-
’I‘obaﬁo

€

‘where the party leaned. heavily on t

hoary and worn-out formulae of dpoisdn Pqn L
ain

letters, smear campaigns, an
damnably bad lies.
For the government

justp
to go to Tobago

- and make accusations of lack of account-. c
ability is the height of brass-facedness. ...~

This is the Government that has never

.once laid accounts on the table in connec- . .

tion with ISCOTT but which is asking
Tobago to account for fractional expendi-
tures. , :

.. This is the Government that throws

‘morney away after DEWD and is unable to

find supportive evidence as to where the S

o to

‘money was spent, but which can go t
1S IS

Tobago and ask for accountability.

. .the Government where - under . .nearly .

every project is the stench of doubt and
.corruption, but which can go to Tobago

and ask for accountability. . » ¢ .
““'Mo one was fooled, and the anger and
" derision of the Tobagonians registered in
‘-the vote. N o

Precisely why Chambers chose Tobago
‘to let down the gauntlet is one of those
mysteries that someone. from inside the
PNM will have to write about in years
ahead. But from evidence on hand, it
remains a total mystery even to the

‘most ardent PNM supporters and stal-
‘warts. Williams at_least had the aFOOd
.sense tc leave hopeless situations alone.
‘Not Chambers! He wanted to revive the -
dead, but the last time that wasdone was -

. [2,000 years ago, and it wasn’t Chambers st
who did the job. ' ‘ '

" The entire population “in Tobago was

"insulted by ignoring and excoriating the’

THA. The attempt to smear ANR Robin-

.son in a place where he is clearly king is as
. foolish and as futile as trying to smear Dr."
\llglslaxams when he was King in the early -
S0s.. , : ’

I
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But this is no longer the fifties. This is
1984 and the charisma of a young Williams
is long since dead. The days when the PNM
held sway and did precisely as it wished
have likewise expired, as the last two
elections have clearly shown.

Any hope of salvaging integrity and
charisma vanished when the PNM failed
to dissociate itself from, and condemn,
the entirely false story of a Cuban arms
cache in Tobago.

The final straw to break the back of
PNM'’s once unbending image of strength
came the night of elections of the THA.
How impressive, how statesmanlike, how
entirely winning it would have sounded
had Prime Minister Chambers sought a
minute of time on television that night
to concede victory, to congratulate
Robinson, to assure Tobago of unswerving
suﬁjport in its development; and then
follow it up with the coup-de-grace by
assuring To la\fo that every promise made
by the PNM would immediately be
honoured. This would have been not only
ma nammxt{ and statesmanship, but
would have knocked the props out from
under even the most ardent opposition
voices.

JUDGMENT

Instead, Chambers retired into pique and
sulking silence. At least Overand Pad-
more had the guts to stick it out, but
when it came for his turn to say some-
thing, instead of being gracious and big,

he souﬂ]t to be petty by claiming that
the PNM had become the victim of misin-
formation. - )

The lack of graciousness continued
untrammelled even after the election
hurrahs had settled down. The  Prime
Minister was absent from the inaugura-
tion ceremony. Frankly, would he have
been there had the PNM won?

His lack of judgment, his intense feel-
ings of pique have now become unfortu-
nate traditions which include his lack of
sensitivity and good manners in not ex-
tending a single word ‘of congratulations
to Ray Robinson, Ronald Reagan and
Hubert Blaize on their re-elections. Those
faults in judgment, and the insensitivity
have not gone unnoticed in the world o

ca_}ypso. L .

o put it mildly, Chambers’s record is
not an impressive one. His already monu-
mental lack of leadership is now looking
worse with the declinin, )
tions which any sensible Prime Minister
would tackle with urgency and would

make the topic of a state-of-the-nation

address.

We need direction, we need leadership,
we need to be told precisely how we are
foxng to handle this matter of declining

unds and a questionable economic future.
So far we have been left with speculation
and disturbing questions. Granted he will
give some indication in his Budget, but

that is not enough. We desperately need -

to be spoken to and assured. That is if he
feels; \ge the people of the country can be
rusted.

Robinson's Future

Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in English 9 Dec 84 p 4B

[Article by Ernest Tracey:

[Text]

"The Tobago Elections:

economic condi-’

A Post Mortem"]

The final tabulations of the results of the Tobago House of Assembly

elections only confirmed what most people in Trinidad and Tobago had long sus-

pected.

that the People's National Movement

in Tobago.

The scope of the PNM defeat borders on scandalous for that party.

It had been an open secret for the last month of the elections campaign
(PNM) had blown all chances of a victory

Sonie heads

must roll if for no other reason than saving face as a credible entry in the

1986 general elections.

It is not good enough to point to the obvious leader-

ship skills of A. N. R. Robinson as an explanation of the PNM debacle in Tobago.

Nor it is sufficient to point to the blunders of George Chambers and his ad-

visers.

The gauche behaviour of the Prime Minister in Toabgo was little more

than icing on the gift cake that the PNM presented to Robinson and his DAC

colleagues.

These attitudes

The PNM arrogance towards Tobago is historic if not endemic.
were in existence at the time that the Tobago House of Assembly Act was passed
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by a PNM controlled Parliament. It stands to reason that no government in power
would engineer and approve the mechanism of its own demise.

This, in effect, is exactly what the PNM has inadvertently managed to do.

The PNM created its own Frankensteinian creature, the THA, which it can no
longer control. On November 26 the THA all but devoured its overly confident
PBM creator. ' : h -
The landslide victory of Robinson and the DAC party in the Assembly elections
now creates problems between the sister islands at several levels of interac-
tion. Perhaps the most damaging effect of the sometimes violent and vile
struggle between the PNM and the DAChas been the negative identification of the
PNM with Trinidad and Tridadians. The invective against the PBM has been un-—
fortunately extended to embrace any Trinidadian. The DAC will have to right
this wrong if it is to grow in national significance and stature.

Interaction

The large DAC victory also creates a number of additional problems. At the na-
tional level, there is the problem of constitutional change. Some change has

to be made in the House of Assembly Act which will provide for effective inter-
action between the rival centres of conmtrol. An accommodation has to be reached
which will provide increased budgetary autonomy for the local government of -
Tobago. At the same time there must be the assurance of accountability to the
central government. ' ; o

These functions of local autonomy and central accountability have to exist
regardless the nature and scope of party affiliation and representation at
either the national or the local level of government.

The present roles and responsibilities of the two levels of government for the
planning, implementation and administration of Tobago's development make it
difficult, if not impossible, to conduct a comprehensive long-term approach to
programme formulation. The lines of management authority between the two levels
of government are sufficiently blurred to create problems of overlap, redundancy
and ambiguity. S :

At the international level, there is the problem of protocol. The national
government will be increasingly reluctant to delegate the responsibility for
development co-operation planning with international agencies to an opposition
party in Tobago. Yet, it is only the local government in Tobago which will be
able to conduct effective negotiations on the specifics of any developmentAﬁlan

originating in Tobago.

Finally, the DAC landslide victory poses a large problem for the opposition
party on the matter of leadership. The National Alliance for Rgconstruction'
is composed of four major political parties. Three of the four are based in
Trinidad. Each of the four leaders of NAR has expressed the desire to become
the Prime Minister of Trinidad and Tobago. Only one leader can be selected to
be the candidate for the opposition party. That's the problem. No leader
backs away from the perceived destiny of an ambition without a fight.
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Defeat .

Robinson's strength is based primarily on hlS demonstrated ability to conv1n—
cingly defeat the PNM. This ability could pose a threat to the other conten-
ders for the leadership of the NAR. The strategy of the PNM for the general
elections will undoubtedly focus on the leadership problem of the opposition

Alliance.

£

0f the four opposition leaders, Robinson has the greatest number of leadership
options. He can select any of the following political futures:

1. Stay on as Chairman of the Tobago House’of Assembly, accepting whatever
conditions of co-operation are dictated by the PNM.

2. Stay on as Chairman of the THA, working with the opposition NAR for changes
in the THA Act which would provide for wider administrative and budgetary auto-
nomy for the THA, as well as increased status, prestige and authority for the
Chairman.

3. Try to assume leadership of the opposition NAR and work for the defeat of
the PNM in the general elections in order to become Prime Minister of Trinidad

and Tobago.

4. Work with the NAR for the secession of Tobago from the unitary state of
Trinidad and Tobago. Become Prime Minister of a separate nation of Tobago.

Any of the four scenarios outlined above is possible. The present economic
and political conditions suggest that only options 2 and 3 would be seriously
entertained by Robinson at this point in time. In view of what we have just
witnessed in the recent campaign, however, nothing seems impossible--except

the first option.

The size of the DAC victory also has a potential for positive initiative. Be-
cause he has demonstrated his strength and now literally owns the Tobago House
of Assembly, Robinson can:afford to be magnanimous in victory. He could gain
additional admiration and support in Trinidad by offering to come to Trinidad
for conciliatory talks with the Prime Minister and his Cabinet.

The DAC of Tobago is presently enjoying a position of political strength as a
result of its defeat of the PHM. A first strike in the direction of a recon-
ciliation for the sake of effective national government would be a welcome dis-
play of political maturity. The time for healing the wounds of a debilitating
campaign is at hand. The people of our unitary state would welcome an end of

this tribal warfare.

PNM Assemblyman's Posts
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 12 Dec 84 p 3

[Article by Compton Delph]

[Text] William McKenzie, the lone PNM member of the Tobago House of Assembly,
has been given ample opportunity to contribute to the affairs of the House.
He has been named to all five standing committees of the Assembly.
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The committees were appointed on Monday afternoon when the Assembly held its
first meeting following the recent elections and, as was expected, McKenzie got
a warm welcome from the DAC majority in the house. :

"I want to congratulate the member for Lambeau/Buccoo (Mc-Kenzie) and welcome
him back to this Chamber," stated Councillor J. D. Elder. "I want to tell him
that he need not feel lonely. As long as I am in the House, I will always
support you whenever you bring forward any matter which is in the interest of
Tobago," he told the PNM Assemblyman. o o

And McKenzie, known for his reticence, acknowledged the assurance with a smile.
He certainly did not appear lonely, swamped though he was by 11 DAC Assemblymen
and three councillors. : ‘ ' '

At the tea break, he joined with the DAC members in refreshments, an act of
camaraderie which was markedly missing from the last session of the House when
the PNM opposition stayed away from the tea room.

Earlier, when he had spoken on a Finance and General Purposes Committee report,
his contribution was greeted by generous desk-thumping even though he had been
critical of the Assembly's provisions of sporting facilities as distinct from
financial grants to sporting organisations. o

"I am happy that I am here again to serve and I give the House the assurance
that I will give all the assistance necessary," he ended.

However, Chairman A. N. R. Robinson promptly reminded McKenzie that the Central
Government had withheld every penny of the $1.2 million parliamentary vote for
the development of Tobago Sports in 1983.

"Had the Assembly received that money, the facilities for sport would have been
greatly improved," said the chairman.

McKenzie was again appointed to the Standing Committee on Sport where from all
accounts during the last session he had made a valuable contribution.

That committee is headed by Assemblyman George Archer who was re-appointed Sec-
retary for Sports and Youth Affairs. Other members are, Assemblymen Clarence
Warner and Gerald McFarlane and Councillor J. D. Elder.

The other committees to which McKenzie was elected are:

1. Roads and Buildings of which Hochoy Charles is chairman with the other .
members being George Archer, Gerald McFarlane, Kenneth Murray and Regis Caruth.

2. Health and Sanitétion, comprising Mrs Miriam Caesar-Moore as chairman, Mrs
Bernadette Des Vignes, Stanley Baird, Gerald McFarlane, and Everett John.
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3. Marketing, comprising Dr Jeff Davidson, chairman, Kenneth Murray and Regis
Caruth; and

4. Social Services, comprising Mrs Bernadette Des Vignes, chairman, Stanley
Baird, Edwin Caesar and Everett John.

CSO0: 3298/257
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

ARMS-CACHE STORY CONTINUES TO BE BONE OF CONTENTION

Robinson Complaint
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 11 Dec 84 p 1
[Article by Clevon Raphael]

[Text] Elections to the new term of the Tobago House of Assembly are over but
one of the controversies which erupted during the hotly contested battle--
publication of a story of an alleged arms cache in the sister island--has not
yet ended.

'At yesterday's first meeting of the THA following the November 26 elections in
which the Democratic Action Congress, led by Mr. ANR Robinson, retained control
of the Assembly with an increased majority (11-1), Mr. Robinson who was last
week re-elected Chairman of the THA, revealed the contents of three letters the
THA sent to the President of Trinidad and Tobago, the Director of Public Pro-
secutions and the acting Commissioner of Police on the matter.

Secretaries in charge of various portfolios were also appointed.

The letters were written following publication in the "Tobago Informer" issue
of November 13, 1984, about arms being deposited in King's Bay, Delaford, from
a Cuban vessel.

To President Clarke, Mr. Robinson, who informed the President he was constrained
to write him as a result of a special meeting of the THA's Finance and General
Purposes Committee held on the same day of the publication, pointed out:

"The newspaper also carried on its front page a photograph of what it alleges
to be part of the 'arms cache already in Tobago.' The authors of this report
are claiming to possess evidence of not only a gross violation of international
law but also of the serious and continuing crime against the population of

this country.

"This evidence, so far as members of the Assembly are aware, has not been made
available to the police. :

"The report if based on fact, would of course indicate a gross violation of

the sovereignty and territorial integrity of our country and a continuing threat
to the safety, peace and security of citizens."
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Mr. Robinson further noted that in the context of the elections the report, if
unfounded, would suggest a gross attempt to subvert the democratic process by
prejudicing the minds of the population against one of the political parties
contesting the elections.

The missive did not name the party, but Mr. Robinson was obviously referring to
the DAC which eventually defeated the People's National Movement and the
National Joint Action Committee.

To the DPP, Mr. Robinson said he had already sent letters to the acting Commis-
sioner of Police and the Senior Superientendent in charge of Tobago on the af-

fair. :

Mr. Robinson, in this 1etter, spoke'of anonymous letters circulated in Tobago
accusing him and other DAC members of '"very serious crimes apart from making
other scandalous and provocative allegations about us." o

He continued:

"I am now appending to this letter a document issued in the name of a PNM can-
didate (whom Mr. Robinson named). This document makes similarly and equally
false, scandalous and libellous allegations against me personally and members
of the DAC. I am calling upon your high and independent office for appropriate
action.” , : : '

Mr. Robinson was appointed Secretary for Finance, Tourism, Economic Planning,
Legal Services and the Utilities; he will be assisted by Assemblyman Clarence
Warner; Assemblyman Dr. Jeff Davidson is Secretary for Agriculture, Fisheries,
State Lands and Marketing Supplies. His assistant is Councillor Regis Caruth.

Assemblyman Hochoy Charles was re-appointed Secretary of Works. Councillor Dr.
Jacob D. Elder, is Secretary for Culture, Education and Specialised Agencies. -
He will be assisted by Assemblyman Gerald MacFarlane and Assemblyman Stanley -
Beard, two newcomers to the THA. :

Assemblyman George Archer takeé the portfolio as Secretary of Sports and Youth
Affairs, with another newcomer, Assemblywoman Mrs. Miriam Caesar Moore, Secre-—

tary for Health.

And Assemblywoman Mrs. Bernadette Des Vignes, who retained her seat in the Mor-
jah/Parlatuvier constituency, is Secretary of Social Services. ‘

Call for Action
Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 13 Dec 84 p 8
[Editorial: "Why the Delay by DPP in Arms Issue?"]

[Text] WINGS adhered to the feet of accused of throwing an egg ata
our police when Yvonne Caruth, PNM platform during a recent
wife of a DAC candidate, was  political meeting in Tobago. She
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promptly found herself an-
swering to a magistrate as to
why she was so rash. The fact
that the case was laughed out of
court is not pertinent here. The
fact is that the law intervened
with commendable efficiency
when the governing party’s
right to hold uninterrupted pub-
lic meetings seemed at stake.
A similar alacrity marked the
action of our National Security
Minister, John Donaldson, when
EXPRESS editor-in-chief, Owen
Baptiste, threatened to comment
on his crabs-in-a-barrel speech
at the height of the same House
of Assembly election campaign
two weeks ago. The Minister
found himself in the courtroom
‘within hours of the Sunday Ex-
press blurb which gave notice of
the coming column. He put paid
to all our plans to publish. -
Which is why we find it quite
mystifying that our Director of
Public Prosecutions has not yet
found time to take action on the

mischievous article carried by
the Tobago Informer (November
13) headlined “Cuban Vessels in
King’s Bay’’. We know that it is

not because our. Government is-

unconcerned about the abuse of
press freedom. We have heard
‘them lament the shortcomings of
our media on sufficient occasions
and in sufficient fora to rest
assured that they do not intend
to allow the established media to
slip up in carrying out its re-

sponsibilities.
Apparently our Director of
Public Prosecutions, Clebert

Brooks, has not been properly
briefed about the urgency of
matters related to the just con-
cluded elections. One month af-
ter the. publication of the
completely fictitious article, and
misleading picture, he is saying
that the matter “will be investi-

gated.” We are very curious why .

the future tense is still being

employed. No doubt there is a
good explanation, but as practi-

tioners of press freedom our-

selves, we are wondering if this

is the normal course of such mat-
ters.

Mr Brooks told members of
the press that ‘he does not
know’’ whether the editor of the

- paper, Dr. Winston Murray, had

been interviewed. We would not
wish to accuse him of insolence
or of criminal dereliction of
duty. But since a public official,
Mr A.N.R. Robinson, Chairman

" of the Tobago House of Assem-

bly, has written to both Mr
Brooks himself, - and President
Ellis Clarke, on the matter, and
has spoken to acting Commis-
sioner Clive Sealey, we cannot
assume that Mr Brooks’ inaction
can be put down to mere pussy-
footing. There must be some con-
certed plan on the part of these
highly responsible officers of our
Republic to apprehend the of-
fender in this matter. - :

We do not wish to believe they .
would like a repetition of the
deplorable dJohnny O‘Halloran -
affair, when the accused was
allowed to flee the country after
stealing from the country’s cof-

‘fers while holding government
office. We do not wish to have a
situation arise as happened with
the Rudolph Regis issue, when a

“ young man lay dead after an

incident involving a police offi-
‘cer and the DPP’s office and the
police continued to dither for
weeks until sufficient public fer-
ment forced them to take action.

But Justice Lennox Deyal-
singh’s comments on the actions
of the Police in matters that
seem to have a political coloura-
tion weigh heavily with us. His
judgment in the Prakash Singh
squatting matter leaves us un-
easy as to the absolute impartial-
ity of our law-enforcement
agencies. ' ‘
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Which is why we are calling
on President Ellis Clarke to take
some action on this Tobago In-
former issue. The doubts that we
have expressed are reasonable
ones, and they have implications
for the entire foundation of our
democracy. We would hope that
President Clarke would honour,
not only the Chairman .of the
Tobago House of Assembly with
an answer, but the Trinidad and
Tobago public as well.

Public Right-To-Know Issue

Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 13 Dec 84 p 8

[Article by Andy Johnson: "Does the Public Have a Right to Know Anything in

this Country?"]

[Text]

THE LATEST piece of spine-
lessness by the Director of
Public Prosecutions gives rise
once more to the question of

whether the government of -
this republic really believes in -
the part of its constitution '
which talks about freedom of

the press.

I am convinced that even if the
ministers, permanent secretaries
and chief executives of those state
corporations and statutory boards
granted us that freedom willingly,
which they don’t, they surely do
not have anything to do with its
corollary — the public’s right to

know. .
. The fact of the matter is that
in the absence of an established

‘right to know what is happening

in the country, the value of a free
press is null and void. Cunningly,
this government talks, boasts
rather, about the freedom of the
press as one of the hallmarks of a

eat society given to the rule of

w and order. But it does that
only because it knows that infor-
mation vital to the proper func-
tioning of the society for the well-
being of the citizens is not a
commodity to which it subscribes
and that whatever the people
come to know or find out is only
by chance.

Mr Brooks’ silly refusal to com-
ment on whether he has begun to
investigate a matter reported to
him three -weeks ago about the
presence of arms in Tobago, and
whether he even called in or

sought to call in the editor of the
paper which published that infor-
‘mation, is cause enough for him to
be fired. X

. He simply is not doing his job
if after three weeks, independent
as the Attorney General insists he
is, he has not sought to verify
what was made out to be a gross
breach of the country’s national
‘security.

But then the government
knows why it would have such an
incumbent in a job like that. He
never comments on anything un-
less it is clear that he has got
orders or when it is obvious that

his actions would not lead to any

public discussion of his role.

Does the public not have a:

right to know if the government is
taking this instter seriously? Or
are we to assume that there is, in

‘fact, substance in the rumour that

the misleading information was
put out by a desperate. man who

iwas working in the interest of the
People’s National Movement, for
the purpose of prejudicing the
electorate in Tobago away from
the Democratic Action Congress?
Who will answer these ques-
tions and should they not be an-
swered? Who cares whether they

ard? Well, some of us think they’

'should, and we care, despite what
some readers believe, that the
action in the interest of getting
the facts in this newspaper stems
from some sinister plan to contin-
ually embarrass or bring down the

-government.
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The acting Commissioner of
Police, for his part, has not done
anything about this matter, as far
as we can tell. There has been no
announcement about persons held
for questioning, as the officers are
wont to do when they arrest and
detain this or that person for
crimes which, to the more cynical
among us, seem unrelated to the
detainees.

In fact, in the days before we
exposed the arms story as a hoax,
an operative in the office of the
Police Commissioner bluntly and
high-handedly said that the Com-
missioner was not even going to
entertain the matter.

This means, if we are not to
read motives into this suspicious
affair,” that the Police Commis-
‘sioner did not take seriously a
story in a newspaper talking about
a breach of the country’s national
security. Has anybody in the Gov-
ernment sought to find out from
the department whether this is
the way the job should be done?

Policemen shoot and kill un-
armed citizens in questionable cir-
cumstances and when we try to
find out the score, they take
months, arrogantly dancing
around, saying that an investiga-
tion is- being done and citizens
simply have to wait until they are
good and ready to tell te public
whatever they please. They use
the media to propagate their own
version of the “facts” and simply
refuse to answer questions which

may not fall under what they have

in mind to answer.
The . Prime Minister makes

statements and then turns around
-and says he did not say that. The :

government is involved in an issue

;and the guestioning leads all to

+way to Whitehall. But the Prime
Minister has no press secretary
and there is™no established system
by which the press could put ques-
tions directly to the Prime Min-
ister’s office.

The security officers forbid re-
porters from going to Whitehall
for the legitimate purpose of ques-
tioning Mr Chambers about any-
thing which may be of interest
and we simply have to wait until
he decides to make a statement. or
when he calls a news conference,
when he says he would not answer
this or that question because it
has nothing to do with the matter
at hand.

There is a Minisffy of Informa-
tion whose business is not to give
information to the media and to
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the country about matters in
which the media has its own con-
cerns. In fact, the Ministry of
Information, as most news people
in this country understand it, is a
con job. Its purpose is to dissemi-
nate government propaganda,
plain and simple. And very often
another ministry or department
would refer reporters to the Min-
istry of Information, knowing full
well that Miss Green and compa-
ny do not have the slightest idea
of what we are looking for.

This deep-seated arrogance and
disdain for the media in this coun-

. try is not only counter-productive,

it is destructive. It would lead to
an even more bitter relationship
between the fourth estate and the
executive and it makes for such
situations as the fiasco in Grenada
last year, when the media in gen-
eral felt under no obligation to
support the government’s view of
thalt{ situation and the stand it
took.

But rhetoric has a way of
catching on and some people take
public pronouncements pretty se-
riously. So that after a while, the

_lip service that Mr Chambers, Mr
Ince and company pay to this

freedom of the press would come
back to haunt them. I would do
whatever I can to help bring this
about, always striving to be as
efficient and professional as I
must in maintaining the people’s
Right To Know.
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TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

BRIEFS

CABLE TO TOBAGO--The second submarine power cable linking Trinidad to Tobago was
laid last Monday at a total cost of $6.7 million. The 33 kilowatt, 15 mega-
watt cable will transmit electric power from Toco sub-station in Trinidad to
Milford Bay sub-station, Tobago. It was installed to improve the reliability
of the supply to Tobago and to cater for the growing demand of electricity in
the island. This second cable will be capable of transmitting five megawatts
more than the existing cable. The laying of the 45-km (28.1-mile) cable was
carried out by Mitsui and Company Limited of Japan. The exercise began at

5.30 a. m. and lasted about eight hours. Minister of Public Utilities and
National Transportation, Senator John Eckstein, was at Milford Bay to witness
the cable being pulled ashore in Tobago. Accompanying the minister were a num-
ber of officials from the commission, including Leo Martin, general manager,
Len Marshall, chief engineer distribution, Denis Singh, engineering services
and planning superintendent, and Marcus Nelson, Tobago area superintendent.

The installation of this new submarine cable forms part of an extensive elec-
tricity development programme which is already in progress in Tobago. [Text]
[Port-of-Spain EXPRESS in English 10 Dec 84 p 6]

EXTERNAL ASSETS--Trinidad and Tobago's external assets stood at just over $3.4
billion at the end of last month, according to the Central Bank's weekly state-
ment of accounts published in the latest issue of the Gazette. Balances and
investments amounted to $3,156,657,000; gold subscriptions to the International
Monetary Fund stood at $25,402,000, and the IMF Special Drawing Rights Alloca-
tion was $262,646,000 giving a total of $3,444,705,000. Trinidad and Tobago
Government Securities amounted to $74,292,000. Other assets included Trinidad
and Tobago Dollar Securities--$30,018,000; Fixed assets--$262,209,000; Other
assets—--$433,418; Advances to Government authorities-~$82,638,000 and Advances
to Commercial Banks--$46,000,000. Among the listed liabilities were currency
notes which stood at $798,036,000 and coins amounting to $37,165. Deposits at
commercial banks stood at $1,296,488 and in non-banking financial institutions
at $73,128,000. Deposits, as a whole, stood at $2,283,947,000. [Text] [Port-
of-Spain EXPRESS in English 11 Dec 84 p 2]
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