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Santeria. and Satanism 

C o p yright 19 87, B a r ba ra K ent a n d Ma r i o Z e n o 

Most recent!y, the San t e r ia c u1t h as come u n de r public 

scrutiny due to reported events of child abuse and murder- 

that appear to have been the result of Santeria ritual. On 

May 24, 1987 the Daily News ran a feature article on child 

abu se entitled " Ch i 1 d•" s t es t i mony s i nks dad ." < 5-24-87 p . 4 > 

The article told the story of a man who was convicted of 

abu s i n q hi s f i v e ye ar o 1 d dau qh t e r . The child •'' s test i mon y 

included graphic scenes of robed and masked adults 

p ar t i c i p a t i n q in sex u a 1 p r ac t i c e s w i t h ch 1 1 dr e n an d e ac h 

other and the murder of "children," who's existence alive or 

dead have ye t to be ascer ta i ned . The child's f ather i s 

Nigerian, and the allusion to "robes" led the media to 

conclude that she •" d been used i n a secret r i tua 1 wh i ch 

resembled Santeria ritual . Maury Terry, author ::-: :ns 

Ultimate Evil, published by Doubleday, 1987, in a telephone 

interview, claimed that "As soon as I read the article, I 

k n e w the y w ere he a v y i n t o Sat a n i sm . " M r . Terr y' s r e m a r k 

appears to be the sentiments of the publ ic in general , In 

June, 1984 , Battle Cry Pub1 i ca t i on s of Ch i n o Ca1 i f orn i a 

printed, under the headline Satan Worship Rituals On the 

Increase, the foilow i n g; 

The i mm i qr a t i on of na t i on a1s f rom same Car ri be an 
c oun t r i e s h as br ou qh t a pr ac t i c e of ritualistic 
killing of chickens and pigs in the southeastern 
s t a t s,  Re s i de n t s i n cert a i n ar e as f r e q1u e n 11y 



obse r v e d mutilated an i ma 1 c ar c a s s e s i n s t r e ams an d 
1agoons. 

Unpleasant, yes.   Satanism, no. While comparisons can be 

d r aw n bet w e e n S a n t e r i a a n d j u s t a b o u t a n y o t h e r c u 1 t o r 

rel i q io n ,  we  m u s t  s t r o ng1y ob j e c t  t o  the  p o pu1 a r 

m i sconcep t i on  that  Sane tero■' s are  worsh i pers  of  the 

Chr i st i an dev i1 . 

I n R i tu a 1 s an d Sp ells of San t e r i a , M i ge n e Son z a 1 e s-W i p p 1 e r 

S anteri a i s a S pan i s h wo r d t ha t me a n s the 
worship of saints.  It is the name given to an 
A f r o - C u b a n rel i g i o n w h ich i s a m i x t u r e o -f the 
my t h o 1 ogy an d the mag i c o-r e 1 i g i ou s p r ac t i c e s o-f 
t h e Yor u bas o-f Sou t hwe s t e r n N i ge r i a an d some o-f 
the be! iefs and practices o-f the Cat hoi ic Faith» 

Essen t i al 1 y , San ter i a  i s an ear th-re 1 i g i on o-f a N i ger- i an 

Hun t i nq-qa therer- soc i e ty .  U)hen that soc i e ty   was moved , due 

to the e c on om i c s o-f wh i t e s 1 a v era, the r e 1 i g i on i n c or p or a t e d 

s om e o f the m o r e o b v i o u s s ym b o 1 s o f C a t h o 1 o c i sm , n am e 1 y the 

s a i nt s w i t h w h om the Y o ru b a c o uId nea 11y c om p are t o their 

deities, into its ri t ua1 practice.  Th i s i n c or p or a t i on was a 

ma 11 er of  ass i m i1 a t i on  f or su rv i v a1 ,  since  the  Ca t ho1 i c 

s1 a y e-1 r a de r s wou1d no t a c ce pt a non—Ch r i s t i a n the o1o gy. 

Howar d Chambe r s  i n An  Occult D i c t i on ar y    f or  t hi 

Millions says that Satanism is: 

The worship of the devil.  May be a permanent 
all iance for the purpose of gaining black magic 
power s, or a tempor ar y alliance for the purpose of 
se1f-agqran d i z erne nt.  In either case, the Sa t an i c 
forces are said to have won. 



The Random House Dictionary of the Enql i sh Language defines 

Satan i sm as: 

1. The worship of Satan or powers of evil. 
2» A travesty of Christian rites in which Satan is won 
sh i pped. 3 .  diabo1 ical or sat an i c d i spos i t i on , 
be hay i or„ or ac t i on . 

ü i M e n the third def i n i t i on of the Random House D i ct ionany, 

it becomes e >■> i d e n t t h a t t h e w o r d " S a t a nism" c a n b e b r o a d 1 y 

interpreted in it's adje c t i y a1 f orm. 

In order to maintain a be^ is-:  ■   . must 

ma i n t a i n a belief i n Ch r i s t i an i t y. San t e ria ma i n t a i n s n o 

belief in Ch r i s t i an i t y, since it i s an entire!y se par ate 

the o1og i c a1 s t ructure base d on or i shas, or de i ties. 

Santeria is polytheistic, each of those gods sustaining a 

certian amount of power that can be used either for good or 

e M i 1 . 

The Ju1y, i 981 Jour na 1 of For ens i c Sc i ence con t a i ns an 

article by C . K>. We 11 i , M . D . an d R . Mar t i n e z , M . A . entitled 

"For e n s i c Science s Asp e c t s of San t e r i a, A Religious Cu1t of 

Af r i c an Or i g i n."  In it, the au t hor s s täte t ha ti 

A mulatto Cuban man died from multiple 

g u n s ho t w ou nd s after being c h a se d by a n o t he r C u ban 

man.  The vi c t i m was c1 ad i n pan ts and spor t sh i r t 

c o K> e r e d w i t h multicolored glitter, w h i c h w a s a 1 s o 

found in his shoes.  In his possession was a small 

goId-plated t ac k hamme r an d a go1d-p1 a t e d f1 ash 1 i gh t. 

B a c k q r o u n d i n v e s t i g a t i o n r e y e a 1 e d t h e v i c t i m w a s a 

1 



V*. 

p r a c t i t i o n er o f S anter i a a n d w o u 1 d o f t e n w e a r s h o e s o f 

dissimilar colors and eye glasses with one dark and 

one clear lens.  Three days earlier he had threatened 

t o c u t of f the he ad o-f h i s e v e n t u a 1 assa i 1 an t an d 

o-f-fer it to the saints.  This later proved to be the 

a c t u a1 m o t i ve for the sh oo t i ng. 

Bo t h t h e se i ns t an ces are, if n o thing else "di abo1 i c a1" 

bu t n o t i n an y se n se c an t h e y be c on s i de r e d " Sa tan i c . " 

The conf us i on beg i ns beeause most peop 1 e , police depar trnen t s 

i n c 1 u d e d , a r e n o t aw a r e o f Palo M a y orn be. P a 1 o M a y om b e i s 

sti11 another rel iqions that uses the same symbols as 

San t e r i a ; bu t i s d i s t i n c 11 y different f r om it, in that it-'' s 

intent is negative or harmful.  Palo Mayombe is to Santeria 

what Satan i sm  i s to Chri st i an i ty.     San 

c a n not be c o n ne c t e d in a ny w a y   t o S a t an i sm. 

t e r i a t h e r e f or e , 

The original  intention of this paper was to draw a 

coherent  parallei  between  Santeria  anJ 

F i nd i ng no obv i ous , or apparen t connec t i on , I '"' ve decided to 

present the fact s as I '" -v e u n c ov e r e d t h em . 


