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Mozt recently, the Sanmteria cult has come under public
scrutiny due to reported svents of child abuse and murder
that appear to have been the result of Santeriz ritual. n
Maw 24, 1987 the Daily Mews ran a feature article on child
zbuse entitled "Child’'s testimony sinks dad." (3-24-57 p.42

The articie told the story of 3 man who was convicted of

abusing his +five rear old daughter. The child's ftestimony

-

included graphic SCEnes o robed and  masked adults

exual practices with children and each

[}

participating in

other and the murder of “"children," who's existence alive or

dead have et to be ascertained. The child’s father is

FMigerisn, =and the =allusion to "robes" led the media fto
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conclude that she'd bsen used in &
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rezembled Santeria ritual, Maurs
UWtimete Ewil, pubklished by Doubleday, 1¥8F, in a telephone
interview, cisimed that "&z =zcon as I read the article, I
kriew thew were hegavy intoe Satanism.” Mr. Terrr s remark
appears to be the sentiments of the public in general. In
Jume, 1984, Eattle Cry Publications of Chino California
printed, under the headline Satan Worship Rituals On the

Increase, the following:

The immigration of nationals from some Carribean
countries has brought a practice of ritualistic
killing of chickens and pigs in the southeastern
stzts. FResidents in certzin areas fregluently
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obzerved mutilated animal carcasses in strzams
lagoons.
Unpleasant, res. Satanism, no. bhile G BT - Aulrk
drawn beitwesn Santeriaz and just about any other
religion, we must =strongly obliect to the
misconception that Saneterc’s Al E worshipers
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Santeriz i & Spanish word that means the
morship of szints. It is the name given o an
afro-Cuban religion which is a u;~+lre of the
myvthology and the magico-religious practices o
the Yorubas of Southwestern Migeriza and soms o
the heliefs and practices of the Catholic Fait

Ezsentially, Santeriz iz an earth-religion of a

bihern that
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economice of white s=lavers, the relig

obvious swmbols of Catholooism,

whom the Yoruba could neatly comparse

practice. This
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Santeria, Migene Gonzales-lbippler

their

incorporation wWwas 3

matter of assimilation For swurvival, since the Catholic
clave—traders would not accept a non—-Christian theologyr.
Howard Chambers in fAn Deocult Dictionary for  the
Millions save that Satanism is:
The warship of the dewil. HMar be a permansnt
ziliance for the purpose of gaining black magic
powers, or & temporary alliance for the purpose of
=P}¥—agg-:ﬂﬁ‘:emnn+. In either case, the Satanic

id to hauve waon.,
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The Random House Dicticnary of the English Langusge d
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1. The worship of Satan or powers of evil.
2., & travesty of Christian rites in which Satan ie wor-
shipped. 3. di&bu]lhdl or satanic disposition,

behavior, or ac tion.
Giuern the third definition of the Rapdom House Dictionary,
it becomes ewident that the word "Satanism

interpreted in it s adiectival form.

In arder to maintain a2 ks SR
maintain 2 belief in Christianity. Santeria maintains no

theolaogical structure based on  goriszhas, or  deities.
Santeria is polrtheistic, each of those gods sustaining a

certian smount of power that can be wused sither for good or

The July, 1781 Journal of Forensic Science contains an

article by C.4,. letli, M.D. and E. Martinez, M.A. sntitled

Forensic Sciences #&spects of Santeria, A Religious Cult of

fr mulatia Cuban man died from muitiple
gunzhot wounds after being chased by another Cuban
marn. The wictim was clad in pants and sport shirt
covered with multicolored glitter, which was also

poszession was a small

found in his shoss. Inm hi

mmer and & gold-plated flashlight.
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Backoround investigation revealed the wictim was =2
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dizsszimilar calors and s»e glasses
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included, ars not aware of Falo Mavombe. Falo Marombe iz
=till anocther religion, that wses ths =same srmbols as

Santeria, but is distinctly different Ffrom it, in that it’s

intent i=s ala Mawombe iz to Sanmteriz
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what Satani

cannot be conmected in anry wary to Satanism.

The ocriginal intenticon of this paper was fo drawe 2
coherent parallel  betwesn Santeria anc
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Finding no cbvious, or apparent connectiaon,

ent the facts I"we uncovered them.
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