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BBRSTRACT

SEARCH AND ATTACK: JUST ANOTHER TECHNIGUE FOR MOVEMENT TO CONTACT
OR A DISTINCT DOCTRINAL MISSION? By MAJ Michael F. DeMayc III,
USA, 63 pages.

This wmoncgraph attempts to recapture the tactics, technigues,
ard procedures for "search and attack” operaticrns which Americans
learrned in past conflicts. Since the re-irntroduction of light
infartry into the U.S5. Army's force structure in the mid-8@'s,
light battalicrs have struggled in executing the mission essertial
task to conduct search and attack. By classifying search and
attack simply as ancther techrnique for movement to corntact, the
emerging M 7-2@ {(Aug 1331, Approved Final Draft) lumps plarming
considerations together ard causes confusion in the field.

The mcncgraph first reviews the doctrinal life-cycle of
search and attack sivnce 1365. Thern utilizing the severs battlefield
cperating systems, the mocrmcgraph compares the doctrine foor both
moevenent to contact and search and attack. Thern, historical analy-
sis is drawn from the Philippire Imsurgency (1833-13@2), Wcrld War
IT (1341-1345), and the Vietnam Conflict (1365-1373). As with the
doctrine, this historical analysis is comsidered in light of the
battlefield cperating systems.

The moncgraph covncludes that search and attack is a distinct
doctrinal mission. Morecover, the monmograph illustrates that there
are two gereral techniques for plarming and executing this mis-
sion. Lastly, Apperndix B recommerds a mcdification to the emergirng
M 7-2@ for search and attack cperations.
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SECTION I. INTRODUCTION

Search ard destroy cperations, by any name, were the tactics

by which U.S5. urnits engaged the enemy. They were the right

cperations at the time, and they contributed tc the essen-

tial function of shielding the pacification effort from the

enemy's main forces.--LT6 John H. Hay, Jr.?

The re-introducticrn of the Light Infamtry Division into U.S.

Army force structure in the mid-8@'s caused the Army to review
many issues, not the least of which was doctrine., Possessing a ra-
pid deplayability which was responsive across the wide contirmuum
of conflict contingencies, light infantry units required a "how to
fight"” manual which would be useful across that contirnuum. The es-
tablishmernt of the Joint Readirness Training Center (JRTC) at Ft.
Chaffee, Arhkarnsas offered a vehicle for testivng doctrine and lend-
ing impetus tc its review. As light battalions readied themselves
for the training crucible of the JRTC rcotation, the mission essen—
tial task of "search and attack” became a common challenge.

Search and attack was introduced to the Army's lexicon with

the 1987 edition of EM 7-72, Light Infantry Battalion.® In three

ard a half pages, search and attack is described as "a movewment to
contact technique peculiar to light infantry.”?® The manual goes on
to suggest the search options available to the battalion comman—
der, as well as sketch ocut a gerneric scenaric exawple.*

A review of the relevant doctrine between 1965 and 1984 re-
veals the full "life-cycle”" of this mission. In section 6, "Coun-
terguerrilla Operations”, of chapter 1@, "Special Envirorment and

Other Operations”, FM 7-20 (May 1365) identified the "sparch and




clear” missicn as a type of counterguerrilla operation. The plan-
ning of search and clear missions invoelved the establishment of a
battalion base and company sectors within the battaliorn area of
cperation. The destructicnm of guerrillas within the the battalion
sector was accomplished by companies arnd platoons. Lastly, the
battalicr retained a reaction force flexible ermocugh to exploit
large eremy cortacts.=

The December 1963 version of FM 7-2@ incorporated the essernce

of search and clear missions under the more conventional missicon
of recormaissarnce in force (attack with a limited objective) and
the rubric of stability operations.® The domestic American palit-
ical upheaval agairnst the Vietrnam conflict ir 1968 was a signifi-
cant factor in this manual's disguised discussion of "search and
clear.” During the Vietnam conflict, units had translated this
into "search and destroy” operaticns, a term which carried a nox-
iocus odor. The charged political climate necessitated a purge of
this term, or any connctation of it, from the doctrine.”

In the aftermath of the U.5. Army's experience in Vietnam and
the recrientation of FM _10@-5 in 1376, infantry battalion doctrire
became almost exclusively focused on the conventional Eurcpean
battlefield. The next two editions of FM 7-2@, one in 1378 and the
cther irn 1984, completely igrored any reference to “search and
clear”. In fact, there was rc reference to any coequal type task
anywhere in the mariual. The only reference to the Vietnam era man—
uals, as regards searches, was by implication. In "The Rirborne

Infartry Battalion” apperdix, in each version, there appeared a




three word mission capability to "Conduct stability operations”.®
In a previous versicn of FM_7-2@ (1363), "stability cperations”
were described as "...tactical operations...providing advice, as-
sistance, or suppcrt tc host country regular armed...or paramili-
tary forces.”"® These operations were linked to a U.5. program for
internal defense or development within the host wnation. Nowhere in
the 1378 or 1984 versions does this explanation appear; the insti-
tutional doctrine four light infarntry battaliorns had been cleansed
of the hard lessons of counter-insurgercy warfare,

In August 1331, the emergirg doctrine articulated in EM 7-0@
devctes twelve pages to search arnd attack. This increased discus-
sion on search and attack is improved over the 1387 version; how-
ever, the picture portrayed is still ivcomplete. The marmual again
describes search and attack as a technique for the conduct of
movement to corntact.*®

The corcept of "search and attack” cormotes a powerful simi-
larity to the corcept of “search ard clear,” which was articulated
in the 1365 manual. Both seek the defeat of a widely dispersed and
elusive enemy and rely heavily upon decentralized platoon ard com-
pany sized units for execution. However, neither EM 7-2@ (1965,
1387, or 1991-AFD) does a thorough job of describing the tactics,
techniques or procedures that leaders require to plan and execute
these missions. In fact, while the 1365 manual describes "search
and clear” as separate from any cther mission, the 13987 and 139%
(AFD) marnuals classify "search and attack” merely as a techrnique

for conventional movemert to comtact. In doing so, the manual




lumps many movement to contact plarming comsiderations together,
indiscriminately, with search and attack plarming considerations.
This causes confusion in the field, where a gereraticn or nmore of
aofficers without Vietram experierce are trying to plan and execute
search and attack as a convernticnal movement to contact.

It is towards the clarification of the search and attack mis-
siaon that this morograph is directed. I intend to compare and con-
trast the movement to corntact with search and attack, using the
battlefield cperating system framewcrk, to determine if there is
sufficient difference ta warrant a distinct mission identity for
the latter. In so doing, 1 shall explcre examples from the Aweri-
can historical experience during the Philippine Insurrection
(1833-1302), World War II (1341-1945), and Vietram (1365-1373).
After my conclusions, I shall include a succinct and, hopefully,
useful doctrinal modification for search and attack in EM 7-2@.

SECTION II. COMPARISON OF MOVEMENT TO CONTACT AND SEARCH AND
ATTACK

Out of the crucibles of the Army's Combat Training Centers
{CTCs) came the recognition of the critical requirement for bat-
tlefield synchronization. This syrnchronization requires commarnders
to arrange the available assets in time and space to focus cover-
whelwing combat power against the eremy at a decisive point.?®?

The available assets are functicnally categorized intc seven
battlefield cperating systems (BOS)--intelligerce, maneuver, fire
suppcrt, mobility and survivability, air deferse, combat service

support, and command and control. '® These BOS provide a framework




for the systematic analysis of any given military mission.** |
aim to use them to dissect movement to contact as well as search
and attack. This will facilitate amnalysis of their esserntial ele-
merts arnd allow me to irtegrate histcrical examples in crder tco
confirm or derny their doctrinal similarity.

Maneuver, the first of the tactical BU5, requires a commarnder
to "...nove, engage the eneny, ard contral terrain”.t4 It corn-
sists of "...the emplaymert of forces on the battlefield through
movement and direct fires...toc achieve a3 position of advantage in
respect to erewmy ground forces..."*® Each type missicn balarnces
maneuver characteristics differently.

Every edition of FM 7-2@, sirnce 1365, identifies the primary
purpose of the movement to contact as gaining or re-establishing
contact with the erenmy. ** Speed of action is imperative to mis-
sion accomplishmert; however, alsc stated is the requirement for
maintaining security so that the commarnder retains his freedom of
action. In order ta retain this flexibility, the unit wmust lead
with the smallest elemert possible, while balarcing the necessity
for speed with that of security.*” As if to reinforce the notion
of rapid execution, mission duratiorn may be measured in hours,
while the mavemert to cortact termirnates when enemy contact is
made or when the unit cccupies its attack position.*® The primary
means of executing this mission is the time honored approcach march
technique.

The approach march movement tc contact is used "...when di-

rect contact with the enemy is immirnernt.”*® Organization for the




approach march may take any number of forms. Typical amcng those
used are the battalion cclumn, multiple coclumns, wedge, vee, and
box formations. Regardless of the form chosen, each articulates a
commors framewerk-—-scouts forward, advarce guard, waivn body, rear
guard, and flamk guards.=* "Aggressive offernsive action...to
develop the situaticn ard ...defeat the eneny.”** characterizes
the movemert to contact.

Search and attack is described as a "decentralized mcvement
to contact technique...most often used in low-intensity conflict
...against a dispersed and elusive eremy."”"®® The main purpcose of
this task falls into arne of four categories: eremy destiuction
tincluding infrastructure), area denial to enemy forces, force
protecticn, and information ccllecticn.®® It places high emphasis
upcr dispersion to find the enemy, after which the unit masses to
attack.®* Friendly force security, arnd nct speed, appears to be
weighed as more essential for this cperation.

Iri additiors to search and attack's emphasis towards force
security over speed, there is a difference in the duration of a
search and attack operation ard a movement to contact. The de-
seription offered ir doctrine, that "units can expect to spend
more time cperating in an area of cperations rather than just
‘sweeping’ through it”2® implies a time factor that may exterd to
days, weeks, and, perhaps even months., Since the doctrine lacks
specificity in this area, later in this paper I shall evaluate an
historical antecedert to demonstrate the fact that search and

attack duration is greatly extended.




However, from a strictly doctrinal comparison of the battle-
field operatirg system of mareuver, several distirctions between
movement to contact and search and attack are apparent. First,
speed and aggressiveress are weighted as more essertial during
movenent to contact (approach march technigque), tham during search
and attack. Secornd, fcrce security, while essertial irn both, is
weighted mcst heavily during search and attack. Third, the purpcse
of the converntional apprcach march technique is accomplished uporn
eremy ccntact, while the purpose of search and attack is wot ful-
filled until the evemy force has beer destroyed, o cleared, or
denied access in arn area of cperations, Last, by describing enemy
contact during the approach march as "immirnernt”, while expecting
"more time” to be reguired for search and attack, the doctrine
implies a significant duraticn difference between the twc.

Several gquestions arise from this amalysis. First, are these
observed distirncticons valid? Secord, if so, do they represent suf-
ficient difference to warrant mission distinction betweer movenmert
to contact and search and attack? Lastly, a third question, does
the doctrire adequately address search arnd attack execution? To
get a sensing for the answers to these questions, cre must analyze
the remainder of the BOS.

Intelligence, the rext tactical BOS requires a commander to
ccllect, process, and report information.®®* It consists of gain-
ing knowledge abcut ore's eremy, as well as the terrain and weath-
er toc be ercourtered during the missiom. Sun Tzu's sage guidance

te "know the eremy and kricw yourself” lies at the heart of this



battle cperating system's impcrtance.®® UWhat is krnown or unknown
about the eremy situaticon determires the emplcoymert of offersive
or deferisive means.

M 7-2@ (13931, AFD) is indirect in its discussion of the

eremy conditicr. Re-establishirng ernemy contact by appraach march
implies a vaguely known, though rearby, eremy.=®® There is no dis-
cussion regarding the time required to develop an eremy picture;
however, again, by implication, one understands that there is rnot
sufficient time to conduct a thorough recormaissarnce. In effect,
the movement tc contact is a form of recorrmaissance, and, con—
versely, one sees that £M _7-1@ is quite direct when it states that
"the eremy situation is vague and there is rnot time to recormci-
ter extensively tc locate the evemy. 29 This marnual goes on and
tries to clarify the distinction betweers the time available tao
prepare for the apprcach march movemert to contact arnd the search
and attack:

The approach march...gererally requires much less

time for preparaticn. The company may require only

a brief FRAGO assigning the...formaticm...and scme

.= graphic contrcl measures...The search and at-

tack...may require mcre preparation time...the

platoons and squads have more planning responsibi-

lities... 3

M 7-2@ (1931, AFD) describes the essertial nature of intel-

ligerice preparation for search arnd attack by saying, "Much time
may be required tc establish the pattern of eremy operations...the
furmit] will be effective cnly crice these patterns have been ider—

tified."”®* Likewise, this marual highlights that in the search

and attack the "Intelligerice preparation...must be dore as scorn as

—




the battalion enters an area, before it conducts any {ctherl ac-
tivities".®* {ater, in its appendix on Low Intensity Conflict, EM
7-2@ describes successful ccocunter-insurgernt cperations as those
which

rely on monitoring the movemerts of and ambushiwng

the eremy rather tham or stomping the bush., After

a victory over the eremy ...many [ernemyl...given

the charce, will charge cver tc the goverrment

side. These people are good scurces of intelli-

gerice, 3

From this discussicrn about the intelligernce aspects of move-
mert to comtact and search and attack, a clear doctrinal differ-
erce begins to emerge. Movement to contact is predicated upon
inadequate time to recormciter and develcop the eremy situaticon.
Search and attack carnct be effective without a detailed intelli-
gence preparation of @he battlefield and time tc develop patterns
of eremy activity. As one moves tc consideration of the rext BOS,
fire support, the difference betweers the twc missions grows even
more distinct.

"Fire support” requires a commander to plarn for indirect fire
support employing field artillery, organic mortars, naval gunfire,
close air support and electronic warfare measures.®* Synchroniza-
tion of this battlefield system is of paramount importance to any
ground cperation. The basic principles of providing continuous and
responsive support to mareuver forces remains fixed.

FM 7-2@ (1331, AFD) does not discern a significant differ-

erce betweer: fire support for the movement to contact and search

ard attack.? However, ore must consider the potential battle-




field gecmetry for executirng each of these missions. During the
apprcach march, there is expected tc be a roughly linear arrange-
ment betweer suppcrting artillery or mcertars and the moving force.
That is t« say that fires will come from the gereral directiom of
rear to front. This may, < may rnot be the case for search and
attack.

In the case where one battalicr {cr more) is conducting
search and attack cperaticns in an A, indirect fire support may
require the establishmert of ore or more dispersed fire support
bases. These fire suppcrt bases would provide responsive fires to
units conductivig search ard attack within a ccomplete 36@ degree
circlie. However, this situation would require significantly dif-
ferent cortrol measures because of the wide variety in ocbserver-
target/gur—target angles which wculd be enccountered. It may be
this this situaticn which may prompt the emerging doctrivne to say
that when "finishing the eriemy...the battalionm may establish an
area ambush and use {irdirect fire or CAS] to drive the eremy intc
the ambushes.”"3€ Such fire support cocordinaticn would require es-
tablishmert of RFAs, CFLs, or NFAs arcurnd cr between the precisely
located pasitions of adjacent "ambush” units within the AR0.27 This
is much more scophisticated tharm the shifting of fires from phase
lines within a linear sector or zore, as in movemerit to contact.

The abcve discussicorn reveals an incomplete doctrinal treat-
ment of the fire support BOS for search and attack. The fire sup-
port coordinaticn and plarming to support a search and attack will

be much more complex tharn for the converntiornal movemernt to con—
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tact. The same appears true for the rext BOS, air deferse.

The air deferse EOS requires a commander to reutralize the
effect of eriemy aircraft or missiles against the frierdly unit in
order to deny the airspace to ernemy activity.>® Air defense em-
ploymerit is a functicm of the eremy threat beirg faced. In suppcrt
of the converntional approach march movement to contact, ADA assets
are dispersed in accordarnce with the commarder's protecticnm pricr—
ities. They are capable of moving with the main body, or providing
coverage from adjacent key terrain,®® The discussion of ADA em-
ploymert for search and attack affers ADR assets for CP security
or to pravide overwatching coverage from adjacernt key terrair.
However, the marual nctes that if this latter technique is emplcy-
ed, thew additional security must be provided tc the ADA ele-
ment.*® |ikewise, such disposition of forces magnifies the com-
plexity of integrating other BOS. Fire support, mobility-surviv-
ability, ccmbat service support, and command and corntrol become at
once, more complex. This descripticr may indicate an insufficient
doctriral treatment of the air defense BOS for the search and at-
tack., Moving to the mobility-survivability B0S, ore finds a doc-
trinal situation similar to air defernse.

This BOS requires a commander to retairn his "freedom of move-
ment relative tc the erenmy,” not to gain positional advarntage, as
with the mareuver BOS, but "to erharnce friendly movement cor de-—
grade eremy movenmernt,”4t* Erigineers support the approach march
movement to contact by orpganizing to provide resporsive mobility

support. Engireers organize to suppert the screening force forward

11




and the advance guard.** This enharnces the main bedy's ability to
execute the apprcocach march with speed.

As it is currently written, EM 7-2@ (1334, AFD) accounts for
engineers enhancing air mcebility support for search and attack by
using chairn saws to cut LZis, or fcr the dispersion of engineer
"advisors”" to assist the infantry.*® ARAs in the case of the fire
suppert BOS, engirneers may provide mcebility suppocrt to a search
and attack conducted as an approach march. However, if fire sup-
port bases are established for reactiorn or artillery forces, then
engineer support will be extensive in the survivability furction.
Additicnally, the ncise of chair saws cutting trees would compro-
mise the security of the search and attack missicrn.** These
issues must be addressed by the doctrire.

The above discussicn reveals an incomplete doctrinal treat-
mert of the moebility-survivability BOS for search and attack. Orce
agairn, the engireer ccocordination and planning to support a search
ard attack is mcre cocmplex than the same for the conventicrmal
movemernt to contact.

The combat service support BOS regquires that commanders sus-—
tain the force so that it carn accomplish the mission. This sus-
tairment consists of marming, arming, fueling, fixing, protecting,
and trarsporting all classes of supply.+®

€SS for movement to corntact and search and attack are consid-
ered only in Chapter 8 of EM _7-2@ (1931-AFD) in the section on
"support of the offerise”.*® UWhile this may be satisfactory for

the converticnal approach march, the rmature of CSS plarming for
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search and attack may be much mcre externsive. Search arnd attack
scenarios are very likely to be norn-linear. Non-lirear operations
will require externsive plarmnirng and may rely exclusively on heli-
copters or fixed wing aircraft for all classes of supply, includ-
ing casualty evacuation, for the duration of the cperaticn. While
airdrop resupply is discussed in chapter 8, it is gereric arnd dces
not shed much light on C5S plarming for search and attack.

The above discussion reveals an inccmplete doctrinal treat-
ment of the combat sevice suppcrt BOS for search and attack. The
CSS coordination and plarming tc support it will be more complex
tharn the same for the convernticonal movement to contact. One must
consider whether similar differerces apply to the last BOS, com-
mard and control.

The hattlefield operating system of commard and control re-
quires a commander to make "sound ard timely decisions” and issue
crders to "apply combat power decisively”.*” To do this, a com-
marder must be able to communicate effectively with his suberdi-
nate units to gather and dissemirate information.

During the apprcach march, the commander must position him—
self where he can best "receive infarmation, see the ground, and
plan ahead...”"*® This will often place him near the front of the
main body. From this location he carn communicate by radio or visu-
al mears with his scouts, advarnce, flank, and rear guards. This
centralized method allows for rapid transfer of information to all
units across the battalicn, and readily lends itself to starnding

cperating procedures which means speed in execution.
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During the search and attack, the ccammander must be located
where he carn best cobtain informatiors and react to subunit contact
with appropriate fcrce., If the search and attack is conducted in
the marmer of an apprcach march, then the commander may be lccated
as discussed above. However, if the search and attack is conducted
cut of a certrally located coperating o =support base, then the
commarder's corntral beccmes much more complex. The commarder may
remain centrally lccated with his reserves and mortars sc that he
can insure immediate, responsive fire suppcrt for any of his sub-
uriits which make enemy corntact. Rdditicnmally, rather than desig-
nating and moving with his main effert, the cerntral positicon may
offer him more rapid response to get to the decisive point of con-
tact. Otherwise, the commarnder could find himself cut of contact
ard cut of communication with a supporting effart in contact. This
supporting effort could very guickly become the main effort if its
"search” finds the enemy. This alsc alludes to an additional plan-
nirng prablem for this type of search and attack-—coammunications.
The limited range of light infartry communications systems re-
quires detailed plarning ard rehearsal to insure that possible
terrain masking effects are resclved. Relays or retrarnsmission
stations may be required, and--as with the ADA, M-§, and CSS sys-
tems-—additional plamning becomes essential.*?® All of these con-
siderations add up to a more detailed preparaticm for combat.

This discussion about commarnd and cortrol demonstrates an
inicomplete treatmerit fcr this BGS in the search and attack doc-

trire. While the search and attack might take the form of an
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apprcach march,

ary cther scernaric would reguire a much more

detailed plan for command and control.

Fream this doctrinal review of battlefield cperating systems

there appears tc be several important distinctions betweern move-

mwent to contact and search amd attack. These distiricticorne are

cutlired in table {.

RGOS

Mareuver

Intelligernce

Fire Support

Air Deferise

Mobility-
Survivability

Combat Service

Support

Commard and
Control

Movemerit to Corntact

Imperatives: Speed &
Aggressiveress
Mission: Regain eremy
caritact
Eviemy contact "immirent;"”
coperation duraticorn-
hcours

Predicated on lack of
time for recormaissarce

Simple fire support
cocrdination

simple control measures

Emphasis on Mobility

Corntinucus lires of
suppcrt

more centralized plan-
ning and cortrol

table 1§
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Search and Attack
Stealth and Security

Destray, clear or deny
eremy access in AQ

"More tinme in AQY to
find eremy; cperation
duraticn-days, weeks,
even months

Detailed IFB
is pssential

Ccmplex fire support
coordination

complex control measures
Emphasis orn surviva-
bility

Norilirear support, de-
tailed planning ard
coordination req'd

more deceritralized; de-
tailed plarming and
execution




SECTION I1I. HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF SERARCH AND ATTACK AND MOVEMENT
TO CONTACT

Search and attack cperations, by other names, have a long
histery in cur Army. Indeed, many of our 13th Century Irdian
campaigrns were plarnned and executed with the ocbjective being the
pacification, suppressicon, cr destructionm of riative Rmerican
tribes.>® However, I shall focus my histcrical analysis upon
Anerican involvement in the Fhilippines (1833-1902), during WW II
{Leyte,1344), and irn the Republic of Vietriam (1365-1373). These
examples facilitate a comparison of these twe cperations.

The Americar anrexaticn of the Philippines during the ccurse
of the Spanish-fmerican War was a clear policy decision which was
well suited toc the interraticnal diplomatic climate at the turn of
the century.®* Thig decision was at cdds with the desires of na=
tive Filipinos, most notably Emilic Aguinaldc. Aguinaldo, while
vying for leadership authority among a rnumber of groups, had as-
sumed dictaterial control of the archipelage in Jure 1838; how-
ever, his corntrcl cver the riewly liberated Fhilippines was rever
consclidated. As rivals from variocus tribal groups challerged his
leadership, Aguinaldc fournd Americarn saldiers arriving in the
Fhilippines through the summer of 1838 to secure the policy cobjec-
tives of the McKinley administration, ™=

Over the course of the rnext three years, the U.S. Army con-
ducted cperations "...toc ‘win the confidernce, respect, and affec-
tion of the irhabitants'...” in crder to facilitate the "berevc-

lert assimilation” of the archipelagc.®® @Quickly learning their
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relative disadvantage vis-a-vis the Americarn Army, Aguinaldco and
cther leaders began guerrilla cperations against the U.5. Army in
the hope of swaying American public cpinion and defeating McKinley
at the palls in 13@@.%* The Army reccognized that "...the ultimate
survival of the guerrilla mcvemerit rested or the revoluticrmaries!
ability to contrel the civilian population. "3 pPacification met
with mixed results through 13@@. After the Republicar presidential
victory in November, the Army ackriowledged that it "...must rescort
tc the ‘methods which had proved successful in {itsl Indian cam-—
paigns in the West'."=® It is within this setting that the Amer-
icarn Army conducted what ncw would be called "search and attack”
cperations.

Aguinaldc...emphasized the use of small forces

which could strike and thern disperse, regroup-

ing later at some prearrarged rerndezvcous.

Guerrillas were to fight only when they had

overwhelming superiority and rely on skir-

wmishes, raids, and ambushes.S7

The U.S. Army demcnstrated its urncannmy ability ta adapt to

the physical reality of this conflict. Its missiorn was, esser—
tially, to pacify the archipelanc. This included isclating the
guerrillas from the pecple, establishing a legitimate goverrment,
ther geing cut to search for and attack the guerrilla bards oper-
ating irn assigned areas. The purpose of such expediticons was to
capture guerrilla arms and logistic caches, defeat and harass
guerrilla bands to derry them freedom of action, and coerce them to
rejoirn the protected population as productive Filipincs,=a

The method employed tc maneuver, in the vast majority of cir-
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cumstavices was the apprcach march movemert toc contact. In the par-
lance of the pericd, these mcvemernts were simply "marches.” The
use of "point,” "advance guards,” "flank and rear guards” or
multiple columns irnsured the security, protection, and unimpeded
mwovemerst of the "main bedy. "S®

In BG Funston's Fourth District, Department of Northerr Luzorm
(see map 1), the Army maintaired constant pressure on Filipinc
insurgents. At the end of February 13@@, Furnstcon led a week long
search which "pretty thoroughly combed” a large tract of moun-
tairicus country to the scutheast of San Isidre. Besides its intel-
ligerce value, Furmstor admitted to "...surprising two small bands
of insurgents, with disastrous results to them. "®® UWithin a week
of this, Furnston returred with his reinforced rifle company to
this same area. They loccated arnd attacked small guerrilla groups
which had scught refuge irn the unirhabited mountains, alsc de-
stroying a camp and capturing arms.®t In the middle of March,
13908, a patrocl from a reinforced company of the 34th Infartry
(USY) discovered a large force of guerrillas at Mauiluilui. These
500 or more guerrillas were led by key insurgent leaders, Garcia
and Padilla. The infantry compary, accompanied by native scouts,
attacked ard dispersed the guerrillas after inflictirg heavy
casualties uporn them.®* Iy early May, 1300, a company sized de-
tachmert surrcurded ard captured the key guerrilla leaders men-
ticried above at the village of Jaer.%?

Operations in the Fourth District were rict distinctly differ-

ert thar in other districts. Reflectirng con the night movements
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which, when first attempted, had created such anxiety amcong the
company, Clarence Lininger described the organization for the
march:

At the head marched the advance guard, a small

compact group...of intently alert, instantly ready

meri. Nothing must be within range of eye or ear of

which this unit was unaware. Its duty was to find

the rcoute arnd protect the head of the mairn bedy,

feeling cut eremy positicons arnd regulating the

rate and direc- tiorn of movement. During all of

this it must riever lcse contact with the main body

which might be ...ten yards behind on a very dark

night o fifty yards in moonlight.s<

Lininger concluded this descripticon by statimg that his
company's "progress was not fast; it was rict interded to be. But
it was silent and sure.”"sS
The dispersed nature of the guerrilla barnds coupled with the

insufficient trocp strergth to secure the main population certers
and concurrerntly operate against the guerrillas in force, caused
the U.8. Army to fall back upon its Irdian fightirg heritage of
organizational improvisation. Each expedition was organized after
a thorough accounting of its missicr, the enemy, the friendly
forces available, the expected duration, and the terrain and
weather effects expected. Movement irnto, or through a particular
area was, gernerally, accomplished by approach march methods. Once
in an area of cperatione, however, it was commorn for compary and
battaliorn commanders to hold a reaction force in a centrally
located barric. These commarders would rely on dispersed, small

unit “"search” operations, which could move with stealth and speed,

to firnd the guerrilla bands. Once found, if the patroal possessed
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sufficient strerngth it could defeat the insurgents. Otherwise,
they could maintain cbservation until the parent company returred
to mass and finish the guerrillas.%e
This discussicn demorstrates the plausibility of multiple
techrniiques for the execution of search and attack. Army "search
and attack"” coperaticrns during this pericd included conventionmal
movements to contact, as well as cther methods ta find, fix and
finish guerrilla bands. The duraticn of these cperations car and
aoften dic extend beyord days, to weeks. Stealth and security were
more esserntial thawn speed to mission accomplishment. Mission
accomplishmert alsc required precise information., In the words of
BG Funston,
The efficiency of a company deperds largely on
{itsl kriowledge of the pecple iv the vicinity, arnd
the countrg itself, which can ve acguired only
after scme time.%7
BG Frederick Furnston assumed ccommarnd in the 4th District, DNL
irnn December 1833, Durirng the mcre tharn twoe months before initiat-
ing searches in his district, he immersed himself irntc every
aspect of its social, cultural, ard political climate. He became
intimately aware of the petty rivalries betweers Tagaleg, Illocorc,
or Macabebe and urderstocd well, how tc best explcit those jeal-
cusies. He nurtured informal friendships amcng the leaders of nmany
villages, while he alsoc explcited the grourndwork for a powerfully
respensive and efficient intelligerce system, ®
The initial searches through porticons of the district, while

appearing fruitless, allowed BG Funstcr to truly "know his
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ground, ” It was rnot uncommon for reinfcrced comparny sized detach-
ments tc span the breadth of the district over a pericd of eight
tc ten days. An occasicnal contact might be had, but, especially
in Funston's first twe morths, these expeditions were critical to
his intelligerce preparaticn of the district.s®

He developed a flare for "turning” former guerrilla leaders
and emplcying them. His native secret service, simple as it was,
could serve as a model for humarn intelligerce collection, even
today. Besides his personal "Headgquarters Scouts”, who escorted
and provided a rapid and mobile reaction force, Funstoen crganized
and trained a capable Fhilippine Cavalry and Illoconc Sccouts.
These two units were invaluable scurces of informaticon to him, 72
It is not surprising that givern the effort devoted to "painting” a
continuous intelligence picture, BG Funstorn was supremely success-
ful in pacifying his district. Furiston's success was not an isc—
lated cccurrarce.

In La Union provirce, First District, Department of Nerthern
Luzon {see map 1), 1ILT William T. Johnstorm fell upon an intelli-
gerice source which was instrumertal in educating Pmerican officers
about guerrilla crganizaticorns. Perscrial jealousy had caused ore
guerrilla leader to turn in ancther in the ccastal town of Bauang.
Upem questiconing Crispule Patajo, LT Johrnstorm was treated to a
dissertation of the entire guerrilla organizaticrnal framework in
the ist District. The U.S. Army's district leadership effectively
exploited this information as it lifted the veil from American

eyes as tc the depth and breadth of guerrilla arganizaticn in the
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district.™?

As the Philippine example demcnstrates, the conduct of search
arnd attack operaticns must include an internsive, systematic and
very deliberate intelligerce preparaticon. Without the detailed
intelligerce preparaticn which U.S. commanders made, combat cper—
atiorns could very well have consisted of irneffective "stomping the
bugh, "7

For the most part, the Fhilippirne Insurrection was an infan-
try, o mourted infantry fight. The ruggedrness of the terrain,
coupled with the poor transportation vetwerk and monscorn weather
effects during exterded time pericds militated against the employ-
mert of carnrncorn. Additicrnally, the equipment available did net have
sufficiernt rarge rncr were indirect fire techrniques well ercugh
developed for Philippirne cornditicois. There were cccasional exam—
ples of using light mourtairn gurms to support comventional
marches. ™™ Similarly, it became scmewhat common for U.S. Navy
gurnbcats to support Army ccastal operations, primarily along the
ccastal ports of Bicolandia in the 3rd District, Department of
Southerrn Luzon (see map 2).7* Hcocwever, because of the paucity of
assets ard techncleogical infeasibility, one is not able to use the
Fhilippire example to illustrate distincticns betweern fire support
for search and attack and movemert to contact.

Turning to a corsideration of the air deferse and mcability-
survivability operating systems, the Philippire Insurrection again
is riot particularly helpful. The requirement for air defense did

not exist, while mobility-survivability issues remaired well
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withiny the capability of the foct scldier.

Supporting combat operations during the Fhilippine Insurrec-
ticn proved to be a daunting challenge. As menticned earlier, the
road system was little more than narvow trails which oftern washed
cut during the monscon seascrn. American detachments had to impre-—
vise to sustain themselves. It was commers for them to subsist on
native rice and water buffalc, ™™ UWater purificaticn and disease
were always of prime concern, but as BG Funston rnoted, "it was
‘absclutely cut of the gquesticenn for all the small detachments...
constantly leaving...to be accompanied by medical officers.'”"?6&

Under cornditions such as these, the noan—livear rature of
cperaticors placed demands upon the support system which were rnot
normally associated with corverntional cperations. Leogistic support
for these cperaticns were heavily dependernt uporn the Army's rela-
tiors with the indigerncus populatiorn as well as the improvisa-
tional talerts of scldiers. Search and attack could not be exclu-
sively deperdert upon contigucus lirnes of support which remairned
linked to the forward most units,

The improvisational character of combat service support was
alsc reflected in the decentralized commarnd and control system in
place. Within each district, compary, battalicnm, and regimental
commarnders retained wide-ranging authority. In fact, the U.S.
Secretary of War reflected that "the pacification of the islards
seemns to depernd largely on the character of the military officer
in charge of the particular district.”??7 This wide~ranging author-

ity sparmed the spectrum of conflict.
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Communications betweer echelorns of command were slow. Letters
between senicr and subcordirates within districts could take days,
somet imes weeks to reach their destinaticrm. In this war, there was
nc alternative to decerntalization. Comparny officers relied upon
their cwn judgmernt and urnderstanding of the district commarder's
unifying pclicy arnd intent, to plan and comduct their opera-—
tions,7e

This brief discussion of commard and control draws a large
distincticn betweern the heavily centralized contral envisiconed
during conventiconal apprcach march wmovements and search and attack
operations. Communications techrncloegy has provided some improve-
merits in command and control, but there still can be little dis-
agreemenit about the decentralized character of search and attack.

Ir summary thewn, table 2 recapitulates the cbservations

regardirg search ard attack in the Philippire Inswrrection.

BOS PHILIPFINE INSURRECTION

Marieuver multiple techrniiques plausible, including apprcach
warch or a form of search, thern attack
force security of prime importarce
extended duration beycornd days, tc weeks & months

Irtelligernce detailed, systematic irtelligerice prep esserntial
Combat significant, non-linear cperaticns carvict be
Service exclusively supported by unbroken lines of
Support support
Commard & highly decentralized
Control
table 2

24




As table 2 summarizes, search and attack cperations during
the Philippirne Irnsurpgercy illustrates many of the doctrival dif-
ferernces from conventicrnal movement to contact which were high-
lighted in table 1. Fram this histcrical example, those differ-
ences are significant in the battlefield cperating systems of
mareuver, intelligernce, combat service support, and command and
cartral. Turning to lock at movemert to comtact coperaticms during
the Leyte Campaigrs in December 1344, we should continue to clarify
our picture of these light infantry cperatioms,

By the 14th of December 1344, the 77th Infantyy Division had
secured Ormcc, and was preparing to conduct offersive cperaticons
ricrthward through the Ormocc valley {(see map 3). The division's
abjective was the seizure of Valerncia, a decisive point for con-—
trol of the Ormoc Valley, and linkup with elemerts of the X Corps
in crder to split the remaining Japanese forces on Leyte. Regi-
merntal recormaissance units had iderntified light eremy opposition
west of highway 2. The divisicrn appeared tc be up against a de-
laying eremy.”® The distance betweer Ormoc ard Valercia was just
over six miles. The XXIV Corps commarder ordered the 77th Division
to cress its line of departure on the morning of the 16th with
guidarnce tc be “"flexible iv order tc take advartage of every break
to speed the advarce ncrth. "®® A analysis of this mission will
offer a riear textbook example of movement to contact.

The division commander chose to marneuver twe of his regimerts
west to envelop and cut off what appeared tc be a main ernemy de-

laying effort along highway 2, which he pressed with his third
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regimert.®* The 3@7th regiment moved cut in apprcach march bat-
talion column and routed the weakly held Lilcan, Bac, and San Jose
approaches tca Valerncia. The most sericus resistance came from two
Japarese platcons deferding at San Jose, but by the ernd of 16 De-
cember, the regiment had reached San Jose, eight miles from their
LD.®= Ac the 3@5th regiment pressed ricrthward from Ormoc, The
326th regimernt, which had initially follocwed the 3@7th, split
north and east ivn a shorter enveloping movemernt.,®®

This mareuver was bald, The divisiomal history stated that
"...the (LGl was playing for big stakes, for if this...move caused
the immediate ccllapse of the eremy...it would save mary lives and
much time."®* Hcwever, what did the fimerican force kniow about the
enemy? From an intelligerce standpeint, the Corps and Division
knew that the eriemy was desperately trying ta build a ccherent
defense and that it would likely be hirnged at Valericia. Regimental
recormaissance elements depicted the erenmy's main effort and its
weakress in the west, although it did riot have a clear picture
north of Tambuco on highway 2.9 Irx the short time available for
preparaticn betweern December 14th and 16th, this appears to be the
picture. However, ccommarnders at every echelon from corps to com-
pany were apparertly cbsessed with the idea that they had to "push
forward rapidly...before the eremy could regroup."®®

How was fire support crchestrated for this mission? Inmitially
the main effort, the 3@7th regiment had its DS artillery battalion
supporting. The three remaining artillery battalions supported the

divisioer's flank recormaissarce efforts, and all from positions in
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the vicinity of Ccgonm.®¥ Orn 17 December, the 77th Divisicrn CG
cencentrated his ocwn artillery fires, plus reinforcing fires from
Corps artillery east of the Ormoc Valley across the mountains, on
erenmy forces in and around Valercia.®® Additicrally, fifteen
sarties of F-4@ attack aircraft were integrated with the artillery
tc purmish the Japarese at Valencia.®?

Irn summation, fire support plarming appeared to be routive
procedure. Fire support cocrdinatiorn was greatly simplified by the
gererally lirear aligrmerit betwen the guns and supported units.
With such an aligrment it remains simple tc shift fires by phase
lines within the zore of advarnce., While these fires were cerntrally
controlled, they still remairned responsive to the regimerts in
contact and supported the division commander's scheme. Since U.S.
forces had complete air supericrity over the larnd battles, Ameri-
can ground forces were never at risk during this missicr. However,
mability-survivability became a major concern.

Mcbility support along highway 2 was critical to maintainirng
the tempo of the 77th Divisicnm's advance. It was over this route,
and its rumercus bridges, that all of the division'’s artillery and
CSS would move to maintain the tempe.®™® The division engineer
battalion was responsible for maintaining this highway.®* This
task is in harmony with the doctrinal mardate to use ergineers in
their mobility role to facilitate the speed of advarce.

The 77th Division's combat serQice support coperaticrns corrob-
crate the scurndriess of cur CSS doctrire for offernsive cperations.

Because of the untrafficability of the ground cver which it would
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move, the 3@7th regiment carried all the essential supplies it
would need for three days on its backs and the backs of Filipirnc
porters. ™ Casualty evacuaticn was accomplished by LVT's on the
rivers, or by artillery liaisor plares landing on unimproved
Jurngle rcads.®3* The division resupplied its forward regiments on
18 December by corganizing an

armored coclumrn...of five light tarks from the 7th

Divisicn, the Carmcr and Tarnk destroyer Companies

of the 3@6th and 3@7th Infartry... part of Company

C, 3@2rnd Erigineer BRattalion, a platoon from the

3e5th Infantry, and sufficient LVT's to carry men

and supplies. An artillery cbserver accomparnied

the cclumrn, @4

A better doctrirnal example of logistic resupply cperations
would be hard to find. Neverthelese, the crchestration of CSS
support was simplified by the lirearity of this missior. That is
rnct to say it was easy, rather, that having congruent lines of
coperation ard lines of support facilitates rapid and siwmplified
CSS plarming and executicm. Examinaticn of the command and control
BOS appears to illustrate a similar result.

The unifying concept regarding this mission was the speed of
advarce which was essential to keep the Japarese off balarnce.®s
The division commarnder maintained effective communications with
his regimental commarders with radics and ir person by using a cub
airplare which larded arnd took off from unimproved jungle roads in
the vicinity of his units. ™ He integrated all essential battle-
field operating systems with powerful effect against enemy forces.

Oni 17 December he flew with his division artillery cperations

officer to cocrdinate the artillery and air strikes against the
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enemy at Valercia.®?7 Likewise, regimental commanders handled
their respective battaliorns with aplocmb. Regimerntal commanders
were habitually well forward, usually just behird cr with their
advance guard.™® It was only from locaticns well forward that
these commanders could rapidly assess the situation and issue
appropriate corders. This centralized system assured efficient
commarnd and control of this coperaticon.

Ors 18 December 1344 the 77th Division secured Valerncia. "In
three days of...fast fighting and mareuvering, the 77th Division
had shakern...and disrupted the plans of Geveral Suzuki.”9® Three
additional days saw the division continue vnicrth to linkup with the
X Corps' ist Cav Division., 1®@®

This example of a light infantry movemert to cortact may have
served as a model for the doctrine writers. A recapitulation of
cbservations regarding this example of movemert to contact is

ocutlired in table 3.

BOS LEYTE CAMPAIGN

Marieuver Pricrity: speed arnd aggressiveress
Mission: ernvelop enemy in zone and secure
the decisive city of Valercia with its
airfield

Intelligerice not thorough, but aggressive patrolling
proved to be sufficient

Fire Support lirear cperaticons simplified fire suppcrt
cocrdination
Mcbility- lirear, emphasis ertirely orn mobility

Survivability
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BOS LEYTE CAMPAIGN

Combat Service linear, lire of support same as
Support lire of operation
Command & furcticnally centralized
Cantrol
table 3

As table 3 illustrates, the 77th Division's affensive action
in the Ormoc Valley is congruernt with the dcectrive for a movement

to contact type missicn (see table 1),

The last examples for examinaticrn comes from the Vietriam
Conflict. During the first three years after the introduction of
U.S. regulars intc the fight (1365-1367), American units struggled
to effectively come to grips with its dispersed and elusive
enemy. *®* fAis we have seern, the converntional mearns of regaining
cortact with the eremy is the approcach march movemernt to cortact.
However, many Rmericarn units irncuwrred excessive casualties in
attempting to cperate "by the bock” relying on the speed and
aggressiveress called for by movemert to comtact doctrive. In the
physical reality of Vietnam, such characteristics translated intc
"excessive haste in the advarce... arnd cutright carelessrness about
security. "*®® Use of search and attack evolved from experierce in
this kind of context. Units fournd that successful organization for
search and attack cperaticns required detailed plarming and
preparation. This becomes apparert through the examples of the
4/5@3rd Infartry at Dak To (Central Highlards) in November 1367,

ard the 4/33th Infantry in the Mekorg Delta during March 1363.
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In early November, 1367, the 4/5@3rd Infantry received the

missiorn “toc meet the eremy threat west of Dak To."2®F This meant
that 4/5@3rd was to go find the eremy, then either fix and finish
him, cr drive him off. This is what, tcday, is known as "search
arnd attack”.1@e

Commercing ors 3 November, the 4/5@3rd's battalion commander
held orne compary {(Bravc) as a reaction force while employing the
cther three companies {(orne was provisional) toward the expected
eriemy ccrntact, On the first day, the companies moved along diverg- |
ing paths. They moved west, south, and east, respectively, and {
made noc contact. Night deferisive positions were about 1 1/2 kilo- i
meters apart.?®® (Or the secornd day cut,; in reaction to intelli- l
gerice from division, Alpha company was directed off its axis to '
search arn area believed to hald the HE of the NVA 4@th Artillery
Regiment. The third day, the battaliorn commander adjusted his
mavenment to have two comparnies (Charlie and Deltal) roughly
abreast, with the third (Alpha) in trail. Alsc, with his compa-
nies now five kilometers away from him, the ccmmarder plarmed ta
conduct an air assault on the 6th tc secure ground for a new base
camp. He decided to emplay his reaction ferce (Brave) to secure
Hill 823 (see map S). This locaticn cculd provide mutually
supparting fires with Bern Het.*®™® The rifle companies on the
search were to link up at the riew base on the 6th; however, both
the air assault and the provisicomal company made substantive enemy
contact in the early afterncon orn 6 November.'®? The battalion's

actiorns warrarnt a review.
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The first contact, made by D Company, cccurred while it was
"eloverleafing” to search the finger apprcach to Ngok Kom Leat.
The company commander quickly regained control of his lead pla-
tocm, but required maximum supperting fires from artillery, close
air support arnd attack helicopters in order tc diserngage it. The
battalicn commander directed his trail company {(Rlpha), to close
up arnd support Delta. Likewise, C Company, several kilometers fur-
ther west was directed to close against the ernemy from that direc-
tionn and relieve the pressure on D Company. 1®8

In cansclidating on the site of the rew fire support base on
hill 823 after its air assault, B Company's LP/CF buddy team was
ambushed. That contact begarn Brava's fight orn 823 which lasted
through the night. Though pressed hard, Bravo was fresh and with-
stood all NVAR attempts. Irn additiom to comparny mortars, Brave had
brought a section of battaliorn mortars to establish fire support
in the riew base.®®® In nmid-afterrcon, the battalicn commarder
larded to insert his executive officer, artillery liaison officer,
arnd sergeant majcr as well as evacuate casualties.®t?

Throughout the erngagemert; the battalion commarnder remained
aloft in his aircraft to momitor both fights, and assist with
archestrating the fires. Those fires, particularly artillery ard
close air, were critical in relieving pressure on the infantry
companies. On the morning of the 7th, the NVA forces were gone and
4/53@3rd Infantry continued to recrganize; however, it was relieved
cn 8 November by 2/5@3 Infantry. These offersive operations con—

tinued for two arnd a half mcre weeks in Kantum, 22%
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The 4/5@3's fight was against an NVA cpporernt attempting to
gain contral of the border area arcund Dak To. The secornd example
from this Vietrnam era cccurs in the Mekorng Delta agaimst the Viet
Cong insurgents which ternded to domivate that regicown.

By the middle of March 13683, 4/33 Infantry had beern operating
i western Dirh Tuong province for several weeks. The battalion's
crigoing missiorn "was to deny Viet Cong infiltraticn from nearby
Cambodia through the Delta by picking of f the V€ at {(and betweern)
their marny way stationms..,”11®

The battalicn commander ocrganized his unit into two ambush
and two ranger companies. The area of cperaticons was sub-divided
inte company sized AOs. The long rarnge ambush comparny coperated on
the outer frirge of the battalion AO, ocut of a company base camp.
Orne of its two 6@ man platcons was deployed within its AC for up
tc six days at a time. The short rarnge ambush ccmparny worked in—
side of a tern kilometer radius of the fire support base. Three of
this company's four platoons cornducted ambush cperations every
riight. 2t The two ranger companies alternated cut or cperations
into a specified A0. While ore was deployed the cther secured the
battalicor fire suppocrt base and pravided the reacticon force. The
deployed comparny hid, plarmed and slept, by day, arnd conducted
multiple ambushes at rnight,*t<

A sniper detachment rcourded cut the battalion's marneuver
assets. Orpganized irntc severn 2 marn teams, they focused exclusively
on sniper missions. For daylight cperaticns, four teams were in-

serted at BMNT arnd by daylight would be in position. Each team in-
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cluded three persormel from headquarters company to serve as RTG
and security. As the snipers cperated only within the shart rarge
ambush comparny's A0, each day's sniper cperaticrns were integrated
with that compary commander in the base camp. Night sniper cpera-
ticns consisted of twe teams which rnormally co-lccated with a re-
gicrmal force checkpaint. t19

Preparaticons for coperations were "by the boock — air recons -
rehearsals - sand table briefirgs - detailed before mission per-
sormel inspections."**® The units were normally inserted by ei-
ther helicaopters or foot. Maximum use was made of dummy pick-ups
ard false insertions to deceive eviemy in the area. Stealth anrd
security ware "main weapons” of this battalicnm,. 227

Intelligerce preparaticn of the A0 ran the gamut of collec-
tion wearns. It included native infcrmants and defectcors, area re-
connalssance by air and grournd, documerts, equipment, and oriscn-—
ers captured. 448

Fire support appeared almost limitless. The artillery battery
at the battalicn base provided fires to the short range ambush
comparny and the snipers, who operated within the artillery’s range
fari, **® If the snipers cobserved targets ocut of direct fire rarnge,
these srnipers frequently employed artillery fires to drive the
eremy back to within engagement rarge.*™ Artillery support for
the lorg rarnge ambush cr rarvger company came from cther specified
fire support bases irn the brigade or divisicon AQ. '@

Service suppcrt for these cperations was plarmed in detail.

Each unit deployed with erncugh class I and V to last for the dura-
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ticrn of the missicrn. Gererally, helicopter resupply was rnot uti-
lized as a helicopter wcould give away umit locatioms. fRerco-
medevac was used for seriously wounded, 1%

Comnmand and control was highly decentralized. The battalion
ccmmander's preparation of the battlefield often painted & picture
which "blirked like a reorn light that pointed & bright red arrow
at the eremy.”"'*> Irn light of the battaliorn commander's guidarnce,
each company thern plarnned and conducted cperaticns. When a contact
was too large for the friendly unit, that unit would back off and
call in artillery angd close air suppert to do its werk. If an
cppartunity to destray a larpe ernemy fcrce was offered, thern the
urnits in contact would attempt to fin the eremy by fire. The bat-—
talion reacticon force would be inserted in blocking positicns
along eviemy egress routes, as close air ard artillery mauled the
enemy. With the battalicrn commarder providing cbservaticr from the
air, the ernemy was beaten at every turn, 3=+

I assessing the maneuver BOS fcr both the 4/5@3rd and
4/33th, orne notes the esserntial similarities. In both cases, al-
though the techniques were differernt, unit movements were steady
and deliberate. 4/5@3rd methodically "cloverleafed” on the march
to search their assigred areas. In the process, they cnly moved 1
1/2 to 2 kilometers from the fire support base each day.'®® In
the 4/33th's case, the whale cutfit was focused on prafiling the
enemy's activity sc that rnightly ambushes were mcst effective.
These examples alsc lend credernce to the absclute doctriral rne-

cessity for stealth and security. Similarly, these battalions
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illustrated the additicral time it takes to find the eremy ard
subsequerit lengthening of mission duration. We might now ask, "how
had the intelligerice preparation supported these missions?”

The IPE was extensive, and conmtirnucus for both examples. Mear
Dak To, the infcrmaticrn received at the ernd of Octcber portrayed
erenmy preparations in northern Kontum province. It appeared that
the NVA 66th Regiment, 1st NVA Divisiorm was after bath of the CIDG
{Civiliarn Irregular Deferise Group) camps near Dak Tc. Long range
patrals, infoarmants, FOWs, and the eremy’'s cwrn patralling activity
confirmed this picture during the last fcur days of October and
the first two days of November.'®7 Sinilarly, the 4/33th's dami-
naticn of Dirh Tucng provirce was predicated oan an effective in-—
telligevice gathering system. It was the battalion commander's
irntelligerce system, and it integrated the infcrmaticrm available
from higher echelons with the humar intelligerce ccllected by his
saldiers and from interrcgaticorns of agents, defectors, and
prisorers, '%e

Fire support had to be meticulcus for each cperation. During
these rnor—linear cperations, whern units occupied rniight defersive
positions those units had toa assure coordination of restrictive
fire arcurnd their pcasiticns. This became ever more critical with
the decentralized coperations of 4/33th Infantry. With the wide
dispersicn of ambush patrcls throughcut the AOQ, cocrdinaticon had
to be thorough. 123 Likewisey, close air support and heliccopter
gurships were geverally controalled by informal cocrdivated fire

lires established on station by ground commanders employing
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calcred smoke, 3@

Turning briefly to a comsideratiorn of the air deferise BOS,
one is again confronted by the corditionm of U.S. air supericority.
Air deferse was nct abvital concern to American ground forces in
these examples. However, a lock at the mobility-survivability BOS
may be more fruitful.

Mcbility—-survivability tasks within these battalions was fo-
cused primarily on survivability. The displacement of fire support
bases during coperaticns reguired the pricritization of engineer
woerk arcund fire support base survivability.*3t  However, infantry
units insure that mobility and survivability were sustairned. As a
standard procedure in scome units, a.landing zone big encugh to
suppcrt at least ore helicopter was prepared every night. This
assured resupply, medical evacuaticn, or reinforcement for the
unit, **2  Thus, mobility-survivability suppocrt for infantry was
integral to its sustairmert.

The combat service support BOS was greatly facilitated by the
use of helicopters. Both of the units eramined here used them to
evacuate casualties, although 4/33 Infantry reserved this mears
for sericusly wournded. However, both units tried to minimize
helicaopter use for resupply. As noted by 4/33,"...crnce a chopper
came rear the elemert; the operaticr was compromised...”t32 Ne-
vertheless, plarming to irnsure that sufficiernt supplies and equip-
ment were carried for the mission duration tock plarnning, coordi-
rnaticn, and supervisicnm, v3¢

Supervision leads orne intc the command and corntrel BOS. These
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cperaticns were furictionally integrated by the battalion commarnd-

er's concept for each cperation.

Executicn was decerntralized to

company; however each battalicn commander retained reaction forces

which allowed him to "pile ocn” against ernemy contacts. 23S

Thus,

i summary,

a recapitulation of cbservatiorns regarding

these examples of search and attack is cutlined in table 4.

BGS

Mareuver

Irntelligerce

Fire Support
Mobility-
Survivability

Caombat Service
Support

Cammand and
Contral

As reflected in the table,

4/5@3rd Infarntry

Inperatives

Stealth and Security

Missicn:

destrcay, clear, or
derny eriemy access
ivs AO .

Ernemy contact:

3 1/2 days to
make contact

Search was the
recormaissance
Complex control

measures

Emphasis o
survivability

Nori—linear
detailed plarming

Decertralized
detailed plarmirg

table 4

4/3%9th Infartry

Stealth and Security

destray, clear, or
deny eriemy access
in AG

multiple contacts
cver 4 months in AQ

Detailed cdr's
preparaticn was
continucus

Complex control
measures

Emphasis on
survivability

Nor—1irear
detailed planning

Deceritralized
detailed plarming

each of these search arnd attack

cperaticns required plarming and execution which was significantly

differerit from the movemert to contact.
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SECTION IV. CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Durivng the initial phases of monograph preparation, 1
acquired a copy of the approved final draft for EM 7-2@ {Pug
1331). This emerging doctrive clearly distirnguishes betweern the
canventiconal apprcach march movement to contact and the search ard
attack. s I articulated ivn the doctrinal review section, this had
not beer dore effectively since the 1365 version of EM 7-2@.
However, there remained doubt as to whether or not search and
attack is just aricther techrnique for movemert to contact as the
doctrine states. Thus, I asked three gquesticons. First, if there
are distinctions betweers them, are these distirctions significant?
Secard, are arny differences betweern them significant encugh to
warrant a distinct missiorn identity for search and attack? Lastly,
regardless of the previcus answers, dces the doctrine adeguately
address search and attack?

As I discavered during my introductory review of relevant
doctrine since 1365, search and attack {(or its arntecedent, search
and clear) had not beer categorized as a movement to contact pricr
to the 1387 version of FM_7-2@. My doctrinal anmalysis, coupled
with the results of histowrical case study analysis, demornstrates
that the key characteristic differences iv each BOS furncticral
area {less air deferise) are valid. I have recapitulated these

distinctions in table 3.
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As ore carn see, table 5 illustrates significarnt differerces
in six of the severi BOS. Nevertheless, corne of the purpcses of this
comparative arnalysis, thern, is to arnswer whether or rct search and
attack ought be identified as a distinct doctrinal missicon. To do
this I shall highlight the distinctions by operating system.

Withir the marneuver BOS cre may cbserve the dual imperatives
of stealth and security during search and attack. These impera-
tives flash like a warning beacon to those who would review the
historical cases offered. Similarly bright, is the impact of ncon-
lirearity. RAs illustrated by the examples cffered, maneuver may
assume multiple movemerit techriiques. Regardless of the marneuver
techniquel{s) emplayed; this non-lirearity exterds the duraticn of
operations within specified areas of operatiom.

A stark differerce appears in the irntelligence BOS. It is
precisely the lack of intelligence upon which movement tc contact
is founded. However, as illustrated, search and attack may be suc-
cessful only after a systematic intelligerice preparaticn develcops
the ervemy's pattern of activity.

Fire support coordination for search and attack operations
requires meticulous plarming, not simple graphic contral measures
as with movemert to contact. Defersive or ambush positions reguire
precise restrictive fire area coordination. Likewise, the frequernt
convergevce of units, or necessity to control close air support,
makes precise cocrdinated fire lire plarming essertial.

While the role of air deferse has vnct beer significant in

this morcgraph, it carmot be igrored. Although U.S. forces have
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riever conducted search and attack operaticons except under corndi-
tions of U.S. air supericrity, one should rict assume away the air
threat of pctertial fces.

The mobility—-survivability BOS places first priority upon the
survivability furcticn durirng search and attack cperaticons. Engi-
reer effocrts remain foocused on the survivability of fire support
and cperaticns bases. Survivability for deployed infarntry forces
devolves upcrs their field skills arnd umit standards.

Combat service support requires detailed plavning. Units ex-—
amirned tried toc carry what they wcould rieed for three days or nmore.
Since they could rnct count orn a daily lcgistics package to pull up
the mair supply route, these cperations toock meticulcus plarmirng.

Commard and control is often decentralized to platoon and
squad level. This reguires a high state of training and prepara-
tion. Small unite and their leaders must be hardered for the
rigors of these decentralized operaticnms. Leaders wmust plan, con-
duct recornmaissance, rehearse and irnspect each cbjective action
anticipated. Battaliorm commarnders retain reaction forces which can
explcit enemy contact and offer that eremy two cptions—-surrernder
or destruction.

In light of the eviderce just summarized, I conclude that
search arnd attack is, indeed, a distirct missicon from movement to
contact., Further, as this moricgraph has shown, the plarming, prep-
araticn, and cornduct of search ard attack warrants distinct mis-
siorn treatwent within the coffersive doctrine. Thus, we are con-

franted by the last questicrn, does the emerging doctrine adequate-
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ly address search and attack?

Based uporn my analysis, the manual is still inadequate. There
are gaps in describing the integration of the battlefield cperat-
ing systems. Appendix B offers a modificaticon to this emerging
doctrine which may rernder a more thoarough, yet succinct, treatment
of this mission.

This moncgraph has attempted to help me come full cycle to
recapture the tactics, techriiques, and procedures which were hard
earned in past conflicts. Whether or not search and attack remains
exclusively withir the realm of counter-insurgernt warfare will
depend upon evolving world events, and the responses directed by
our leadership. Through this urnpredictable envirormert, ring true
the words of GEN (Ret) William R. Richardson whers he said, "Rs
members of the professicn of Arms we must be sensitive to the
demards of charnge, visicnary in our examination of their impli-
cations, and creative in our adaptation of combat crganizations,

tactics, and technigues,”?*>s
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ARPENDIX A: Maps 1st District, Department of Northern Luzon
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APFENDIX B: Proposed modifications to emerging doctrine for Search
and Attack

Search and attack is conducted by the light infantry battal-
icrs to find, then desfroy, clear, or deny eremy forces free access
within a specified area of coperations. This non~-linear, decerntra-
lized missicorn is most often employed in an unconventicnal corn—
flict. Search and attack irnvclves the commitwent of the battalion
within a specified area of cperations for pericds of time often
extending to weeks, and evern mornths. There are two germeral tech-
niques fcr executing this mission, and each technique has many
variants. The two techrniques are the convernticornal technique and
the search, thewn attack technique.

PLONNING CONSIDERATIONS. The battalicrm {(or subunits) tries to
establish corntact on grourd of its own choosing to focus over-—
whelming combat power against that enemy.

a. Imperatives. There are two cverridirg imperatives for the
cenduct of search arnd attack operatiors—-stealth and security. To-
gether, they affocrd friendly units the fruits of their work, sur-
prise and mass at the chosen time ard place. Stealth and security
are ernharced by the creativity and curming of the unit's leader-
ship. These two imperatives are complementary, and regquire the
focused exertion of every unit member.

b. Inmterd. The commander's intert clearly portrays tc subordi-
nate commarnders what the battalior commarder warnts to do to the

enenmy. The purpose for the coperation, focllcwed by the tasks to be
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accomplished, flows fram this intent,
{1) Search and attack is conducted with one or more of these
fouwr purposes in mind:

{a) Infocrmaticn ccllection. The commarnder's preparation of
the battlefield must be detailed and contirucus. This intelligerce
preparation is essential, and must expleit indigercus informants,
priscrners, defectors, captured documernts, senscrs, aerial recon-
naissarnce, and the whcle gamut of souwrces. The geal of this pro-
cess is to krnow the eremy's pattern of activity. It is upon this
preparaticorn that all cperatiorns are founded.

{b) Destructiorn of the eremy. Ernemy units cperating in the
A0 must be killed or captured.

{c) Area derniial. The eremy must be dernied freedom of action
irn the A0, for example, base camps and logistic caches must be
found, and either destroyed, or the equipment and supplies turred
aver to the goverrmernt for appropriate dispositicor.

{d) Force protecticn. The eremy must be prevernted from dis-
rupting or destroying friendly military o civilian cperations,
equipmert, arnd property such as key installations, pelling places,
dams, arnd 50 ¥

{2) Subunit tasks may include:

(a) Finding eremy base camps, logistic caches, defernsive
positions, routes normally travelled.

{b) Destroying, cbserving cr fixing eremy fcrces until a

reaction force can encircle and block the ernemy so that fire sup-
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part (including close air or attack helicopters) can complete the
destruction of the ernemy.

(c) Establishing ambushes.

(d) Isclating tcwns or villages so that they may be search-
ed, in cooperaticn with hast nation units, to capture eremy
forces, agents, documents, or egquipment.

(e} Serving as a reacticn force.

c. Concept development. The commarnder's estimate of the situ-
aticr, with its detailed comsideraticn of the missicn, ernemy,
troaps, terrain and weather, and time available pravide the basis
focr the concept of the cperatior.

The battaliorm will ncrmally sub-divide its area of cperations
irntc company sized AOs. The size of these company ROs can vary
widely. For instance, a provincial sized battalices RO (2@ x 3@ km)
could crganize comparny sized AO0s up to half that size. On the
cther hand, one can envision more conventicnally sized ADs for the
compary (2 » 8 km). It is all METT-T deperdent.

The commarnder will riormally employ cre of the two gereral
techniques for search and attack in developing his corcept.

{1) The Corwverticonal methcd. This technique is a variation of
the approach nmarch movemert to comtact. It can be emplayed using
roughly parallel compary axes of advarce, or distirnct AOs (see
figure 1). The battaliorn commarder will rncormally retain a company
sized reaction force in a centrally located fire support base. The

reaction force will alsc secure the base.

51




Conmpanies, whether they mareuver in single or multiple co-
lumns of platoorns, must maintain strict movement, vncise, and
communications disciplive. Companies will alsc routively halt in
order to allow subcrdirate units to”cloverteaf.” “Cloverleafing”
units must remairn mutually suppocrting (see figure 2) in crder to
find or disrupt potential ernemy ambushes. Wher found, enemy base
camps, logistics caches, or perscrmel encountered are thorcoughly
searched cor interrcgated. Communicaticns with the battalicr CP
must be scheduled regularly for each company and locations plotted
arnd dissemirated so that all task force members are alert to
frierndly positions. It way be days before eremy contact is made.

When eriemy forces are found, the unit in contact must take
action. If takern urnder fire, thern the friendly force must return
fire immediately, deplay arnd determivie the eremy's size, and re-
port. If undetected, then the friendly unit carn explcit the
stealth ard security it has worked so hard to retain. The friendly
urnit must observe and repcrt, assess the eremy's situation, and
isclate him by blocking cbserved rcutes in or cut of the immediate
area. At the desigriated time, the friendly unit concerntrates di-
rect arnd indirect fires intc the cbjective area to destroy the
eriemy, always minimizing the exposure of friendly forces to enemy
fires, U.S. units maximize the effect of friendly supporting fires
cnto the ernemy, and explcit any infcrmation that might be captured
in the cbjective area. When moving cut from the contact, the unit

leaves a stay behirnd awmbush force to continue to cbserve for
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unwary or reinforcing eremy. In either instarnce, the battalion
caommander must be prepared to move with reactiors forces and call
for reinforecing fires to complete distruction of the eremy. When
halts are made for corntirued plarming, reorganization, or rest,
inswre all-around security and maimtain communicaticons with higher
and adjacernt units.

{2) Search, thern attack. This technigque alsc cperates cut of
a centrally located fire suppcrt base, but the battalion ceganizes
its AQ for shert and long rarnge operaticns (figure 3). The short
rarge A0 is that corcentric area around the fire support base that
extends cut to crganic mortar range (o DS artillery range, if a
battery is committed to suppcrt the battalice from the same sup-
pcerrt base). This area is desigriated for orne of the companies,
which is then responsible for a specified vumber of ambushes each
night. The remairnder of the RO is the long rarnge operations area.
The remaining two companies rctate cut from reaction force and
base camp security. The desigrnated compary establishes a ccocmpany
base, corducts reconrnaissance, and executes ambushes or raids
against idertified eremy targets. These companies stay out for
three to four days at a time, moving every day before dawn, or
after sunset, to new ambush sites or intc patrcol bases. These
units contirue troop leading procedures for the next wnight's
attacks and exchange infcrmation with the battalion base.

If, during recormaissarce or after an ambush, a large eremy

force {(multiple companies) is encountered or escapes from the




ambush, ther the battalicn commander may be able t» explcit this,

The friendly force either fixes the eremy cr stalks him in move-

merit. The battalion commarnder moves by helicaopter to cobserve the

fixed or fleeing eremy. Assault helicopter inserticrs of reaction .
forces can block and trap this ernemy force. Destruction cr capitu-

latiorn of the erenmy force results from the corcerntration of indi-

rect, clase air, and direct fires against the ernemy.

The battalicr may organize ard train its sccut plateon as
five marn sniper teams (2 snipers, 2 security, i RT0). These sni-
pers can be integrated toc complemert the cperations of the line
companies. Inserted befcre dawn into carefully selected positions
{generally within the short range R0), the snipers kill ernemy tar-
gets as these targets apprcach the sniper pcesition. If the targets
are moving away from the sniper position and are cut of range,
then the sniper team may call indirect fires in frant of the eremy
to chase them back into the sniper's rarnge. Extraction of sniper
teams should be accomplished after dark.

d. Combat support. The integraticn of all battlefield cperating
systems is esserntial tc success.

{1) Fire support plarming wust be meticulous. Search pat-
terns, movemerits, patrcl bases, arnd ambush positions must be
plarmed, rehearcsed and thoroughly understoccd by every member of
the fire support system. Meticulous coordination of control mea-
sures, such as restrictive fire areas and coordinated fire lives,

is essential. Battery sized fire suppcrt bases are recessary tc
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provide continucus, over-lapping fires throughcut an AG. Organic
mortars callocate at these FSHs., Likewise, close air support
rcles must be plarrned, rehearsed, arnd thorcocughly understocd. TACFRs
moeve with the battalion commarder to the point of contact to
cantral CAS. Informal CFLs, RFLs, or NFAs are established on the
ground and friendly units are identified by parel markers, cclored
smcke, flares, or special arm or helmet bards.

{2) The air deferse threat will determire the requirement for
ADA. If U.8. forces conduct search and attack in a hostile air
envircrment, then air defernse planning must be meticulous. If air
deferders are cutposted on key terrairn, away from fire support
bases, to pravide coverage focr the RO, ther additional security
must be allcoccated. €SS arnd indirect fires plarming must be meticu-
lous,

{3) Engireer pricrities of woerk will be to fire support base
survivability. During rncorn-lirear coperations with widely dispersed
forces, rnumercus fire suppcrt bases are rnecessary sco that artil-
lery units may provide continucus and cver-lapping fires for in—
fantry units. Engineer advisors provide mcbility support in recor—
raissarce tc bypass obstacles, cr determine bridge classifications
and construction requirements for infrastructure. Chain saws
should rict be used to clear crie~-ship LZs--their ncise and smell
cars compromise the mission.

{4) Assault and attack heliccpter support can recornrciter,

guide ground forces to the eremy, provide lift and fire support
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assets for air assaults, direct artillery fires, aid command and
contral, ard protect flanmks. Air assaults must be complemernted by
false inserticrs and extractiorms, regularly, in order to confuse
the eremy. Attack helicopters can be particularly resporsive to
pursuing or blccking ernemy forces.

(5) Combat service suppcrt for rorn—livear cperaticons, which
rely orn stealth and security, must be meticulcusly plarred. Units
operating fcr several days carry all essertial supplies. They plan
for helicopter resupply, by excepticr, as this can compromise the
operation. Rlmcost without excepticr, however, units plan for aerc-
medevac for sericusly wournded.

{6) The commander positions himself to receive and dissemi-
rate information during the search and attack. He plarns ahead for
shifting assets within the A0, or committing his reaction foree to
exploit contact. The cocmmander must insure communicaticons through-
cut the A0, and must be able tc reach the critical point of corn-
tact rapidly. The commander, ard hisz staff, supervise the detailed
preparations for combat by issuing ccherent orders (including sard
tables), systematically imspecting, corductirng rehearsals, and

receiving briefbacks from subordirates.
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The Conventiowal method.

Figure 1.

ching unit locates the enewy force, it fires

Once the sear
a to block and focus direc

emy. Reaction forces mov t fires

that en
ation pravents the eneny from

eQress, while

ortc anewy. Attack avi

and direct fires destroy the snewsy.

artillery, CAS,

57




Figure 2

Cloveriesf Technique
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Figure 3. The Search, then Attack methcd.

One company conducts short range ambushes within the inner
AQ. Ancther company conducts search, then attack by operating out
of patrol bases in the cuter AQ0. These are noved every couple
days. The reaction force rotates intc the ocuter RO, then back on a
cyclic basis. Scouts can be trained as snipers and may be

irntegrated into ambush operations,
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