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conducted an intensive search of historical and archival mgkerials
and of cartographic records pertaining to the Montz regionp In
addition, a pedestrian survey, detailed mapping of the Montz study
area and of the Montz Cemetery, and complete recordation of all
surface manifestations at that cemetery were conducted. All
standing structures within the Montz study area also were recorded,
using the format specified by the Louisiana State Historic
Preservation officer.

During field work, a total of seventy-four standing
structures were recorded and evaluated:) Only one of these
structures, the Montz schoolhouse, may possess the quality of
local significance as defined by the National Register criteria.
However, in its present state, this structure does not exhibit
the integrity requisite for inclusion on the National Register
of Historic Places. Therefore, no further work is recommended in
regards to standing structures in the project corridor.

. No prehistoric or historic archeological sites were located
during pedestrian survey of the Montz study area. In addition,
review of the prehistoric setting of the project area indicates
that aboriginal sites within the region are more likely to be
located on the shoreline of Lake Pontchartrain than on the natural
levee of the Mississippi River, the venue of the current study.
Historic and archival research, including examination of all
available historic maps of the area and of title data pertaining
to land ownership at Montz, failed to provide any indications of
high probability areas for historic archeological sites. This
negative research results was borne out by the pedestrian survey;
all historic surface concentrations of remains were demonstrated to
have been deposited during the modern period, and most of these
consisted of contemporary refuse from the town of Montz.

Finally, the Montz Cemetery was studied in detail, and the
configuration, chronological placement, and individual components
of that cemetery, including grave types, funerary architecture,
inscriptions, and grave goods were recorded.) Data indicate that
the Montz Cemetery has received most intensive use during the past
few decades, and that few interments there antedate World War II.
Although this study has provided information on the nature and
composition of rural Black cemeteries in the river region above
New Orleans, it was requisite to nomination for and inclusion on
the National Register of Historic Places. The research design
for the cemetery study at Montz presents a theoretical framework
and methodology for detailed study of cemetery sites, so that
data from such sites can be quantified and used in subsequent
higher order comparisons and interpretations.

In summary, no cultural resources were located or identified
within the Montz project corridor that exhibit the qualities of
significance and integrity requisite for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
NEW ORLEANS DISTRICT. CORPS OF ENGINEERS
».0. BOX 60267
NEW ORLEANS. LOUISIANA 70160-0267
June 2, 1986

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

Planning Division
Environmental Analysis Branch

To The Reader:

This Cultural Resource work effort and Report was scoped, funded and
guided by the New Orleans District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Work
was designed to ensure:

- Adequate consideration of Cultural Resources during the Preparation
of an Envirommental Impact Statement for a Freshwater Diversion Project at
Montz, Louisiana as part of the Mississippi and Louisiana Estuarine Study;

= That necessary and sufficient Cultural Resource information was
available for use by management in making informed decisions;

- That necessary and sufficient Cultural Resource information was
available for compliance with Federal Historic Preservation Laws; and

-~ That a sound academic and professional archeological effort was
obtained.

It is the Corps of Engineers' opinion that these objectives were met.
The enclosed report prepared by R. Christopher Goodwin and Associates, Inc.
has been reviewed by the New Orleans District, Corps of Engineers. We accept
the promulgated recommendations and compliment the firm for their positive and
professional attitude and effort.

ames E. Chase Michael E. Stout
Technical Representative Authorized Representative of the
Contracting Officer

/ Planning Division

Enclosure




CULTURAL RESOURCE MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

Work Performed

This report presents the results of a cultural resources
inventory of the Montz study area, in St. Charles Parish,
Louisiana. During February and March, 1986, R. Christopher
Goodwin & Associates, Inc., under contract to the New Orleans
District, Corps of Engineers, conducted an intensive search of
historical and archival materials and of cartographic records
pertaining to the Montz region; in addition, a pedestrian survey,
detailed mapping of the Montz study area and of the Montz Cemetery,
and complete recordation of all surface manifestations at that
cemetery were conducted. All standing structures within the
Montz study area also were recorded, using the format specified by
the Louisiana State Historic Preservation Officer,

The Cultural Resource Data Base

During fieldwork, a total of seventy-four standing
structures were recorded and evaluated. Only one of these
structures, the Montz Schoolhouse, may porsess the quality of
significance as defined by the National Register criteria.
However, because it lacks integrity necessary for inclusion on the
National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR 60.6), no further work
is recommended. Other standing structures within the project
area do not possess the quality of local, regional, or national
significance; in addition, they either are not of sufficient age or
lack integrity as defined by the National Register Criteria (36 CFR
60.6). Therefore, no further work is recommended in regards to
any gf the seventy-four standing structures within the project
corridor.

No prehistoric or historic archeological sites were located
during pedestrian survey of the Montz study area, 1In addition,
review of the prehistoric setting of the project area indicates
that aboriginal sites within the region are more likely to be
located on the shoreline of Lake Pontchartrain than on the natural
levee of the Mississippi River, the venue of the current study.
Historic and archival research, including examination of all
available historic maps of the area and of title data pertaining to
land ownership at Montz, failed to provide any indications of high
probability areas for historic archeological sites. This
negative research result was borne out by the pedestrian survey;
all historic surface concentrations of remains were demonstrated
to have been deposited during the modern period, and most of these
consisted of contemporary refuse from the town of Montz.

Finally, the Montz Cemetery was studied in detail, and the
configuration, chronological placement, and individual




components of that cemetery, including grave types, funerary
architecture, inscriptions, and grave goods were recorded. Data
indicate that the Montz Cemetery has received most intensive use
during the past few decades, and that few interments there antedate
World War II. Therefore, it was concluded that the Montz Cemetery
does not fulfill the criteria requisite to nomination for and
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR
60.6). No further work is recommended.

Prehistoric and Historic Human Use and Occupations

Although prehistoric sites have been identified
approximately five kilometers from the Montz study area, they are
located on or near the shores of Lake Ponchartrain. No
prehistoric sites have been identified on the batture or the
natural levee of the Mississippi River in the vicinity of the
project corridor. No prehistoric remains were noted during
pedestrian reconnaissance conducted in the course of this study;
based on previous investigations and sites identified in the
Louigiana State Site Files, there is little probability that
cultural resources of this nature exist in the study area.

The land that included the Montz study area originally was
settled by German immigrants to Louisiana. By the early
nineteenth century, the small landholdings that characterized the
German sSettlement pattern in the river region had been
consolidated into substantial estates for monocrop agriculture.
Within the first two decades of the nineteenth century, sugar cane
became the most important crop in St. Charles Parish, Following
the disruption of the Civil War and a series of disastrous levee
crevasses, rice became the primary crop in the study area., At the
end of the nineteenth century, the primarily Black settlement of
Virginia Town was established, This community today is known as
Montz; the latter name derives from the original post office for
the town. The twentieth century witnessed the growth of the Montz
community, and the establishment of facilities such as a church, a
cemetery, and a school. Thus historic development in the Montz
study area s characterized by four major themes: (1)
settlement and land use patterns on the German Coast; (2) the
development of ante bellum sugar plantations; (3) the post bellum
expansion of the rice industry; and (4) the settlement and growth
of post bellum black rural communities.




Recommendations

Because no significant prehistoric or historic cultural resources
were located in the course of the present study, and because
archival and historic map research resulted in a prediction that
there is little probability that such significant cultural
resources exist within the project corridor, no further work is
recommended.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Purpose and Background of the Montz Study

This report presents the results of a cultural resources
inventory of Montz, in St. Charles Parish, Louisiana, undertaken
pursuant to Contract No, DACW29-84-D~0029, Delivery Order No. 14,
for the New Orleans District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The
data, analyses, and conclusions and recommendations reported here
are intended to assist the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New
Orleans District, in augmenting an Environmental Impact Statement
for the Mississippi and Louisiana Estuarine Study, in conjunction
with the planned Montz freshwater diversion project. The purpose
of the aforementioned study is to investigate the feasibility of
introducing fresh water into the Lake Pontchartrain Basin in order
to improve the habitat and productivity of fish and wildlife
resources; it is being conducted in response to a resolution
adopted on September 23, 1976, by the U.S. House of
Representatives' Committee on Public Works and Transportation, A
portion of Montz, Louisiana, is one of the sites selected for
freshwater diversion from the Mississippi River to Lake
Pontchartrain; construction of the facility will result in severe
surface disturbance of lands within the diversion project
corridor. An artist's rendering in Figure 1 represents an aerial
view of the proposed facility superimposed on the impact corridor,

Nature and Objectives of the Montz Study

In accordance with the Scope of Services (Appendix I) for the
Montz project, the effort reported here consisted of an intensive
search of historical and archival materials related to the area of
potential impact. This research focused particularly on the
history of the study area, and on the Montz Cemetery, an historic
graveyard located on the Lake Pontchartrain side of the Montz
community. Fieldwork included a pedestrjan reconnaissance of the
study area; twenty meter transect lanes of the entire study area
were surveyed to determine whether significant prehistoric or
historic cultural