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ABSTRACT

COMMON REFERENCE: Moselle River Crossing, ?-19 November 1944 1

TYPE OPERATION: Offensive, Deliberate Assault, River Crossing

OPPOSING FORCES:
us: ?0th Infantry Division

ENEMY: 19th Volksgrenadier Division
416th Infantry Division

SYNOPSIS: During the race across France after the break out of
Normandy, the pace was slowed before the city of Metz.
BG James A. Van Fleet’s 90th Infantry Division provid-
ed a spearhead for the XX Corps advance. The crossing
of the Moselle River in November in the face of exten-
sive enemy fortifications provide valuable lessons in
the conduct of hasty river crossing operations under
fire.

BIBLIOGRAPHY :

Eisenhower’s Lieutenants, Weigley.
Grand Strateqy, Ehrman.

The Lorraine Campaign, Cole.

The Unknown Battle, Kemp.
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90th Division after action and staff reports.
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INTRODUCTION

I+ not intuitively obwiocus that a river crossing is ane
ot the most difficult of all military operations, one need
only to attempt one to appreciate thiz fact. Furthermore,
anyone who has served in Eurgpe has been duly impressed with
the fact that any European conflict will be replete with
river crossings. For this reason, Staff Group 138C has
selected a European river crossing upon which to conduct our
battle analysis. More specifically, we will analyze the
Moselle River crossing of the 90th Division. During the
drive on Metz in November 1?44, the 90th Division attacked
across and beyond the flood-swollen Moselle River in what
General Patton said was "one of the epic river crossings of
history."(I-1) We shall analyze this river crossing using
the format provided in the P&451 course syllabus. In Chapter
1, the subject will be defined and scurce materials
identified and evaluated. Chapter 2 will be a review of the
strateqgic setting, while Chapter 3 will review the tactical
setting. The action will be described in Chapter 4. The
concluding section, Chapter 35, will assesz the signiticance
of the 90th Division’s actions in conducting the river

crossing of the Moselle River,
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CHAPTER 1-INTRODUCTION TO THE BATTLE OF METZ: 20th Infantry
Division Offensive Operations in Crossing the Moselle River

The ?0th Infantry Divigsion operation to cross the
Moselle River was conducted from %-19 November 1744, The
?0th Division, along with the Sth and $5th Infantry
Divisions and 10th Armored Division was part of the X0
Corps, commanded by General Walton H. Walker. The 20th
Division was commanded by BG James A. VYan Fleet, who had
taken command on 15 October 1744, He was promoted to major

general on 1S5 November 1744,

The composition of the ?0th Division was as shown
below:

DRGANIC UNITS

2337th Infantry Regiment
358th Infantry Regiment
359th Infantry Regiment
?20th Recon Troop (Mech)
315th Engineer Combat Battalion
315th Medical Battalion

?0th DIVISION ARTILLERY

343d FA Battalion (105 Howitzer)
344th FA Battalion (105 ngitzer)
?15th FA Battalion (105 Howi tzer)
345th FA Battalion (155 Howitzer)
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SPECIAL TROOPS

790th Qrdnance Light Maintenance Company
?0th Quartermaster Company

?0th Signal Company

Military Police Platoon

Headquarters Company

Band

ATTACHMENTS

937th ARA AW Battalion (MBL) (15 JuUL 44-2&8 MaYy 45
C Co, 8lst Chemical Mortar Battalion (13 NOV 44-4 JAN 45)
135th Engineer Combat Battalion (9 NOV 44-21 DEC 44)

241st FA Battalion (105 Howitzer) (8 NOV 44-14 NOV 44>

C Btry, 358th FaA Battalion (135 Gun) (11 NOV 44-15 NOV 44) l
773d TD Battalion (SP) (2 NOV 44-92 MAY 45> .
=

The Moselle River crossing occurred in the vicinity of ;;
Cattenom, France, north of Metz. The XX Corps was opposed Zgg
by elements of the German LXXXII Corps. Fort Durant was j
garrisoned by a battalion of the 74th Regiment, 1%th ;5
Volksgrenadier Division. The 74th Regiment also held Fort e
Koenigsmacker and positions in Metrich., Much of the fight f i
was carried by the German 414th Infantry Division; however, }:
late in the fight, the 25th Panzergrenadier Division fﬁ
procured some gasocline ané trucke and joined the fray on the §§;

night of 11-12 November,
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The sources of information concerning this battle are

somewhat limited, They include history books, articles in
periodicals and after—action reports, & starting
bibliographry was provided as part of the course advance
packet. Four books were listed along with four items in the
classified library. More sources were identified from the
bibliographies of these publications. No oral history

interviews were conducted as part of the research.

An article entitled "The Moselle River Crossing of the

?0th Division", written by Dr, Hugh M. Cole, Historical

BN JOSS .

Division, Special Staff, United States Army, appeared in the

May 1950 edition of Military Review. The article was

condensed from a chapter in Dr. Cole’s book, The Lorrains

Campaign, one of a volume in the series The U.S. Army in

World War II. The article contained a very good account

of the battle from the American point of view, However, it

tfalls short in describing German actions and countermoves to

U.S5. actions.

@

The walue of Cole’s book, The Lorraine Campaign, was S
somewhat diminished because his article captured so much of -
the detail essential to our particular report. The maps in -

the book were very good however, and provided more detail
than did those in the article, It also gave a good summary

of the actions of the 90th Division in Europe prior to the

B
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The second most valuable source document was the P0th
Infantry Division‘s after-action report for the month of
November 1944, Obviously, this document was prepared by
personnel on the scene, thereby capturing much of the big
picture with as much accuracy as the reports submitted
allowed. There are several shortcomings of this type of
documentation. Because it was written virtually as the

action was taking place, there is little or not analysis of

decisions and actions. Also, it tends to concentrate on the

good things that the Division did, since it is the unit’s

own account of the battle. Finally, an after-action report ®
contains little, if any, detail concerning the enemy force. -;
John Ehrman’s Grand Strateqy, Yolume VI, was an "
excellent resource on both Allied and German strateqy
pursued during each phase of the war. while for the
purposes of this project interest was primarily in land ;!
component strategies, Ehrman‘ s work includes air and sea 1
strategies as well. Lf
L)
Russell F. Weigley’s Eisenhower’s Lieutenants contained
brief but substantial comments on the key events and
& principal commanders in the Lorraine campaign. In 7?
particular, it provided iﬁformation about the two Division ?
commanders that the ?0th Division had during the battle. 3
o
1-4 N
°
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War As | Knew It by George . Patton, Jr, contains

useful overall comments concerning the 3d Army attacks of
Movember 1744, In particular, this book zeroed in on
critical events and the Kev decisions attendant to them, On

the other hand, Dwight D. Eisenhower”s Crusade In Europe was

not of much value. There werse only a couple of lines

concerning the battle for Metz.

Major Charles E. Wright"s article in the Mar-June (742

izsue of the Armored Cavalry Journal, "Moselle River

Crossing at Cattenom” is an excellent short article on the
?0th Division crossing at Cattenom in November 1744, This
article was interesting because it provided a perspective

that differed from Cole. While discussing other aspects of
the aoperation, Wright’s article highlights engineering and

bridging etforts in support of the river crossing.

An article in the February 1?47 Military Review, "2d

Infantry Division Crossez the Meurthe" by LTC W.B. Rosson,
provides information on another unit’s river crossing
operations under similar weather and during the same time

frame a3 the P0th"s crossing of the Moselle.

A good source concerning U.5. Army river crassing

doctrine at that time is Field Service Requlations:

Operations (FM 100-S), This document was published in

June 1744, only months before the subject operation.

1-5
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Fourteen pages were devoted to river crossings, although

there is no indicatian that the regulation was read by

members of the the ?0th Divisian, Infantrv School Quarteriw

publ!ished "Attack of the Riverline" in 17423, Mozt of the
principles and ideas precsented are similar to those of the

Field Service Requlations mentioned abowe.

Panzer Battles by F.W. von Mellenthin provided some

information about the German units which faced the ?0th
Division. In addition, it contained some insights
concerning German doctrine and morale at the time af the
battle. The author did not write the book specifically
about this battle, so little detail concerning the operation
was provided,

"3moKe Over the Moselle", written by Lieutenant Colonel

L.B. Cottingham in Infantry Journal in 1?48 was helpful

because it provided information about other units of the 3d
Army and how they crozsed the Moselle., The value is
somewhat diminished however, because it iz presented from

the perspective of a-chemical officer.

"Bridging at Thionville", by LTC William C. Hall in The

Militarv Engineer, April 1942 issue, focuszes on the 9Sth
Division’s crossing of th; Moselle River in November {744,
It provides as excellent description of the XX Corps plan
and the conditions that inhibited bridging and riwver

1-5
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crossing aperations. The XX Corps deception plan to support

e

the river crossing is also addressed.
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CHAPTER 2-STRATEGIC SETTIMG

P A. FROM THE WESTEPN ALLIES PERSPECTIVE

[

& The Western strateqgy in 17244 was to rely on its great

p production capability and on its maritime power. The Allied

5 surface fleets controlled the sea—-lines of communication
across the Atlantic Ocean. The [talian fleet was destroyed

in the previous year. The remnants of the once great German

VT Y, W YY"

fleet was now limited to coastal patrols. During the first
hal+ of 1744, the German U-boats were virtually ineffective
against Allied shipping. OFf the vast mass of ships in the
English Channel! in June 1944, only five were sunk by
U-boats; and the total Allied loss by U-boats for the month
was only eleven vessels. By the Fall of 1944, the Allies

had sunk 205 U-boats.(2-1)

T T YRy e

The Allied invasion of the European continent was Known

T"ll,",1 b Sl
'

as Operation OVERLORD. "The Supreme Commander, General
Eisenhower, was directed by the Combined Chiets of Staff to
enter the continent of Europe and, in conjunction with the

other Allied nations, undertake operations aimed at the

e i el e o

heart of Germany and the destruction of her armed

it 4

forces."(2=-2) . The plan called for the allied forces to be

at the river Seine by D+90. The allied forces actually

e
AP
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reached the river by D+74 on 135 Auqust 1744,

The problem +acing Gerneral Eisenhower now was, where to
go from here? The political goal was the capture of Berlin.
In order to accomplish this, it was decided that the
industrial center of Germany, the Ruhr Valley, must be
controlled. It was generaily felt that the Germans would
attempt to defend this area with the majority of its torces.

The allies would have the opportunity to deteat the Germans

in battle in this area and would then be able to move

quickly across the north German plain toc Berlin. (2=-3) .
|
4
L
The post-QVERLORD plan called for a gradual advance on  ;
|

a broad front. 1t was hoped that the Germans would be
®
pushed back into their own lands in the Aachen area by May ;;1
1?45, By this date the front should have been somewhere _55
be tween UVerdun and Metz.(2-4) The main advance would be o
- &
along the traditional invasion routes through Maubeuge and ]
Lie‘ge into northern Germany. This advance would be ]
supported by a secondary attack along the Verdun-Metz tine. ._g

The Western Allies were now deplorying an increasingly

largQer force on the European continent. At the same time
the Germans were mobilizing and using the last of their
reserves. The strength of the American and British forces
had increased from !4 million men and women 1n the middle of

1743 to 14.7 million in the summer of 1744.,(2-3)

£34>< e e et et o n T S
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By the summer of 1?44, the United States was providing
the majority of the Allies fighting strength. The Allied
strateqy to direct the American war effort during the zarly
period of the war to its great material production
capability and to delay the introduction of the US forces
into the theater until 1?44 was now paring off. In July
1744, the fAmerican armed forces consisted of 11.8 million
men and women. At the same time, the British had S million
in their military. There were the same number of American
and British divisions in contact with the enemy in March
1944, In July the difference increased in favor of the

Americans. There were 48 American divisions and 338 British

or British—-controlled divisions in action on the

continent.(2-&) -

L

By the fall of 1744, the Western Allies had removed the ;ﬂ

governments of [taly, Rumania, Bulgaria, and Finland from -
Germany’s control. The government of Turkey severed

diplomatic and commercial ties with the Germans. The b

Provisional Government in France had been established. :

B. FROM THE GEPMAN PERSPECTIVE ;

In the fall of 1944, Germany was in effect fighting a

four front war., In the east Hitler“s armies were under

TP

constant pressure from the Baltic to the Black S3Seas.




Russian forces had linkKed with Tugoslav partisans and
captured Belgrade. Further north, the Russians had reached
the Danube River south of Budapest and were also attacking

along the East Prussian Frontier,.

On the southern front German forces had delaved through
syccessive defense lines in Italy and now held positions
Just south of Bologna. The Germans had also been unable to
prevent Western Allied forces from landing in Greece and

reinstalling the exiled Greek government in Athens.

At the western front German units had finally stalled
the rapid Allied advance at the Netherlands border in the
north. Although the West Wall had been penetrated at
Aachen, the remainder of that defense line was still under
German control. In fact, German forces were still defending
portions of France from the Luxembourg/German border to
Bel+fort, France, near the French/Swiss border. The valuable
port of Antwerp had been lost, but its use by the Allies was
still denied by German control of the sea approaches to the

port complex.

The war against Allied bombers comprised the final
front. The Allies had briefly reduced saturation bombing of
German cities to support fhe invasion of Normandy. However,
by October, industrial centers were subjected to increasing
numbers of raids by Allied strategic bombers., Cities in the
Ruhr were especially hard hit.

2-4
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The bleak situation faced by the Serman forcecs on all
fronts led to a series of drastic steps by the qgovernment to
increase its ability to wage war. The dratt age was lowered
from 1?7 172 to 1& vears. In addition, men were transferred
into the army from the navy, air force, and industry. Forty
additional divisions were raised using these techniques from
August through December of {944. Most of them were employed
on the western front and were instrumental in stemming the

Allied advance.(2-7

As late as the end of 1743, the German economy had not
been fully mobilized for war. It was estimated in December
of 1943, 1.8 million workKers were employed in basic
industries and S.2 million by the armaments industry. Yet,
é million workers were still producing consumer goods.(2-3)
Al though the Ministry of Armaments and War Production, under
Albert Speer, succeeded by the fall of 1744 in steadily
increasing the ratio of armaments to consumer Qoods being
produced, three factors combined to reduce overall

production.

The first of these was the shortage of weorkers. Men
were being inducted into the service and women were never

successfully mobilized as industrial worKers,

The second factor was the Allied bombing campaign

mentioned earlier. As the table below reveals, fuel
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production was especially effected.

GERMAN INDUSTRIAL QUTPUT (Tons per month#*) 2=9

Aviation Gasoline Diesel Small AMMo
tfuel tuel arms
May 156,000 3,000 74,000
June 53,000 74,000 44,000
July 29,000 56,000 &2,000 293,221 305,000
Auqust 12,000 &0 ,000 45,000 228,173 310,200
September 2,400 43,000 77,300 195,452 321,000

#except small arms

a The final factor was the shortage of raw materials.
The loss of Rumania, France, and Belgium during the summer

campaigns meant the accompanying loss of coal and oil

sources. By capturing these countries, the ARllies formed a

land blockade which achieved much more than their sea

ML Tl EAR AR

2 S

blockade had ever accomplished.

In spite of all these difficulties and the apparent
futility of continued resistance, Hitler persisted in
carrving on the battle. eAccording to one source, he

believed that the Allies could not continue to work together

T TR

and, if they did, he preferred to see Germany destrored than

»

; surrender.(2-10)

:

: The German nation seemed unwilling to separate their
; fate from the leader who had brought them to this point.
»

; Open opposition to his course of action did not come from
E? the military, either, By this time the German navy and air
i} force had lost most of their power and prestige. Army

b .

? leadership was dissuaded from action br a serious purge

;. 2-46
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.9
atter the unsuccesstul bomb plot against Hitler in July of
1744, R

b

The net effect was that Hitler remained in control of

Sermany’s destiny. In October he began to plan and gather J
forces for a grand counteroffensive to be launched against .J‘
the Western Allies when the necessary conditions presented jj
themselves. In the meantime, the enemy in the west was to ,"';
be held in place so that the Westwall (Siegfreid Line) could .;
be made ready to defend the homeland.(2.11) ’
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A.  STUDY OF THE APEA OF OPERATIONS

Jf the factors which impacted on the courcse of the ?0th
Oivizsion’'s operation, probably the most significant were the

t

)]

rraxin, the weather and how thew combined to form a foe almost
mcre formidable than thz enemy himselsf. Initially, three paoints

on the Moselle were taken under consideration as possible

g

crossing sitesy Rettel, Malling and Cattenom. The Rettel area

W

was ruled out because it lar under German observation from

heights to the northeast. Malling and Cattenom, l»ing south of
Rettel, were more favorable. Here the Moselle flowed swiftlw

along a winding course and had 3 +lood plain with moderate

banik=. Under normal condition elle had a width of 200

w

« the Mo

"w

to 350 feet, however, the ground contiqQuous to the river was

predominantl ¥ marshy and subje#

[n]

t to shooting during wet ceriads
“1 though posing little restriction to assault boat crossing, it
definitely lTimited the dewslopment of bridge sites to those

points where civilian bridges had previously existed. Thus, the

terrain telegraphed the plan for floating bridge construction to

Cad

he enemy once the <rossing had been initiated, Bevond Yaw

cne-hal¥ to one mile of
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flat land, ending in 2brupt zlopes leading into long wooded

ridge lines which esxtended parosndicular Dack fraom the ~iuar
wallew., Catterom lie on the socuth 2dge of the F0th Divizicon
zon2 under the guns of Fort ¥oenigsmacher, p2rched on the
northern farminus of the ridge line,l3-1) Approximatzix 2Km
north of the river, a large wooded expans2, the FORET DE
CATTEMCM, containing an adequate rosd net, prowvided an 2xcellent
divisional assembly area. Its sole dizadvantage was that its
forward zlope location necessitated entry only during darkness,
Due to the open area from the FORET to the river, complete

bservation was available duyring darlight from the high ground

(]

t]
n

acrozs the river, Additionally, the FORET was entiladed by

2nemy positions on the bald knob, Le Stromberg, west of the

i

Mozelle and juszst outside the XX Corps north boundary.(3-2)

[T]

Through the center of the Division zone ran heavily wooded,

rugged ridge lines on which the French had constructed some of

the main fortifications of the Maginot line. The initial

D

obstacle was a group of fortz and field works clustered around
the 1ittle village of Metrich, which blocked the main rcad south
from the croassing site at Malling. Morthern parts of ths

Division zone had some natural features which would favaor

a

2

w0

-,

a pivot by the main attack toward the zouthesast. & long ridge
line stretching southeast from Sierck-les-Bainz through
Freching, with itz highest point, L’Altenberg, provided a

natural defenzive position for the exposed lefi wing of the 20%h

w
)
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tablizhment of a blockKing position on the lteft flank and allow
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Divisiaon advance. Thi position would cover the %Suo important

(I}

approachsz

D¥ which the enemy might striks 2%t ths Aamerican

crossing sites:t the Saarburg highway from the northeaxst, and the

Merzig-kerling road from the 2ast, The P0th Division’s drive
JaE Lo cowver some & miles 13-32., The road net in the Divisicn

ot

zon2 e2aszt of the Moselle was hardly adequate, esven under the
oest weather conditions, Additionally, the main axial road
running scoutheast from Moenigsmacher along a3 small stream called
the Canner was unusable unless the Americans held the ridge line
which it skirted., This ridge line, in the center of the zone,
was x serious obstacle. It was heavily forested and wazs broken
across the grain at frequent intervals by streams and gullies.
It was also rendered more difficult as a military barrier by the
Maginot line and could be used to defend against an attack
lengthwise alang the ridge chzin (3-4), Dye to the enemr’s
observation advantage it was reguired that the assault not only
o2 nitiated under darkness, but alsoc that the leading elements
drive forward and secure before darylight a toehold on the
toothills to deny the enemy close observation of the crossing

s tes, With bridging operations especially limited by terrain
obstacles to the Cattenom and Gawvisse bridgesitesz, initiation o+
Sridging operations was entirely dependent upon remowal of the

close direct observation, Crossing would take place at

1 3
2
D
E
“
[I1]

both Malling and Cattenom to secure high aground east of the

Mozelle and capture the Koeniosmacher fortress (2-3),

“fter two dars of artillerv preparation, the troops bega

3

w
I
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- snuttliag on the night of 7 Movember without benefit of
- moont i ght owand unger oaI2szsant rain oon slioopery, Rartdw, fortucus
¥ ~ozds L 2-s50,  Fain had been falling for ssuweral daws and the 1
( 5
i fzzedle waz ¢ ozimg stexdile, Flood watzrs increazed inz
- LY
2oSfiguitoes attendart b2 dhe Iroszing, bBut thew alzo actzd to
Vazsen the dangers on the srzmy bankK., The ezftznsive mine glots
A or2gared by the Germans wesks orior were flooded ouver, allowing
: Smerizan aszault Cra¥t to pass them with impunity, Alzo, fox
p
3 Foies and rifle pits dug along the east bank mers water filled
and unattended (2-F:, The first assault bDoats were pushed into
3
the raging Mosellz at approximately 1330 hours on ? Movember: by
b
4 . . T
S 03502 the twsoc leading battalions were on the east bank. Under
steady rain the Moselle continued to rise rapidly, causing the
3 tass of many boats on the eastern bank as crews wer2 unable to ]

hold them after the infantry debarked in waist deep water., The

raging water alsoc made it impossible for the engineers to anchor

their cables securely for footbridges. Meanwhile at Malling, a )
suppart ratt was launched and immediately capsized with its :
1

first 1oad due %o the swiriing waters. By now, the Moselle had

2«panded from itz normal 350 foot width to 2400 feet, and rain

o ad
U .
11
'
[y

continued to fall. Manw boats were lost, boat crews had
doubled, and movement in gereral was zlowed due to the steady

rain, the zwollzn river, and the mud-laden countrvside (32-31,

Early morning faog on 10 Mavember allowsd the 2d Battalicon ]

: to march under cover to attack the Metrich works, Additionaily -
the fag helped two companies succesd in bv-passing Fort PY

-4
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Koenigsmacher and dig in on the Bois-de Elzznze ridge

Meanwhilz, no armor or TD support was akle to cross the raging o

Mozeliia, therefare covering fire depended on batferiss sited on fj

n L
{ the west pank with gurnners working in mud to theie ¥nees and .
4 firing around the ciock. Meedless to saw the infantrw was bired, =
3 - . “
4 .
1 soaked and numbsd with 2old. The Mosells continued to rize -4
. -@,
reaching widths of 3002 fesi near Cattenom. While a1 few power B

' Vaunche and enginesr ratts were able to battle their way across
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the raging river, many othar cratt wer

-

J

A sozts or swept downstream, The causzewar leading to the west end

! nf the bridge at the Malling site was now under five feet of

3 water and it would be some time befaore ‘rucks, tanks and Th s .

b L)

{ would be able to roll across. Despite the weather and the raging

! .

1 river, some resupply reached the across the Moseile, and a faw -
S7mm AT Quns were successfulliy ferried across to support the

infantrv. Rain continued to fall and br dary s end the Maoselle

SR,

Py)

ached widths up to 1.5 miles with water standing in the

-
14
'

E streets of both Cattencm and Gavisse., The Moselle finally .;
E crested at 1300 hours on 11 Movember and began receding aft the t;

rate of .75 inmch per hour. The waters soon began receding much 'E
) - 1
: ) more rapidly and by midnight the first of the M4 artillaerw —‘
1

tractors towing enginger trailers was able to cross the causswar

leading from Gavisse.i2-9) By 0200 on the 12th the engins=er
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cross. Considerable supplies and some *frailters loaded with 79

3
[ tan trucksz were ferried across the river., It would be at lezast

|
{ dawn before the water would recede to fording depth of tanks and °




zelf-propelliad tank destro
Dattalion had x2lzo Desn Do
difriculty. B midnight of
2 point where heawy rattin
tapk destrowers and a3 numb
Howeuwer, for the infantrym
=till no drw clathes or bl

Movember nights,.(3-120

Clearing weather cond

insure fresadom

2asi2r, but it al=o reueal
minetinsids. &3 the Catt

clammering up
the bridge was in the midd
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bridge a
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Civizion, plus zupporting
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1300 on 1<

temperaturesz dropped and fortunately troops in the bridgehead ;f.
1
had overcoais, blankets and drv socks by the aftezrnoon of 14 o
)
Movember, the first time in zix dars. Fighting continued through -
T
. , . . B
1? Mouember under cold and cccasionally drizzly periods but Py
L

waather conditions definitely improved compared fta the besginning

of the bBatile, The 11 day aperation by the PUth Divizion was
A . , Y e e . —
fought through terrcain of considerable natural Jiffizulity, made )
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ed the hazards of the earli
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Diwvd, zubordinazte tco the US

nadier Infan
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The %0th
with three
in the north,

attalions

of three

artillery, 2ngineer and reconnais:

ginser Combat Group +for direct

ts from ¥ Corps and +from

wawld later fcllow the 90th

battalions £firing

was opposed by the

conventional infantry regiments;

fantry, but reorganized prioh

t guns in the inmnitizal sta
=
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trv Divizion and d415th
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znts in this fight were the ?0th US Inta

RN FETN,

corps, and thae

LIl Corps, S2rman First &rmy.  The
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e tank battalion

pional 1y, |
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Howewer, & so-called Bazocka Battalion (Famzer zerstoerer, &l
gn, F=12 had bearn ident:i+izd in thz arsz of the 73tH Iofanirv
SFegiment, 1?2th Diuv, in e2arl¥ Hovember, &t othe time, no

comoarazle unit had besn encounterad in the Lehrmacht and the
Sattairon was thought to De a stop gQap measurs., The unift was

b
w
0
Ca
g
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0
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u

large, +our companizs of 1403 men 2ach, »et th:

personnel were mainly 17 and {3 wvesr old Mavvw recruitsz, former

(oY
)
-+
ul

e troops and Luftwaffe personne! who had been presced

H

2rying with this unit. The morale of this unit was reported to

be wvery low, Owerall, the fighting gquality of the 19th (Rubbish

i

23 Diwvision and of the 4l14th (Whipped Creamd Division was
alzo reported to be very low and the divisions were stretched

auer 3 very wide front.T3-120

The %Gth Divw and the two German Divisions were committed
arnd directly opposed. he 10th US armored Division was Qiven 3
follow and support mission and could be considered reinforcing
the ?Cth Div offort once the crossing was accomplished and the

bridgehead eztablished., The 20th Div staff had originally
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area waz the 11%h Pz, but it was

otherwisze committed?., In fact, German First a&rmy» was without

rezeryesz and d4dir

ect communication was needed between

Oberkommands West (0OKW), Field Marshal Yon Rundsted

s
=
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Sth Pzg Div from a iocation approximately S0
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. miles =zast of the action, Tern ftanks and two Pzg battaliaons of .
Y ',:.'
: the Z3th wers to enter the action three davz after the FOth k
‘: .Y
3 b -— - ¢ 9
» Divw’s assauit. Zarlwy on, howewer, the Germans had not one tank o
|
“2 bring against the attacking #0%&h Diw.(3-13. .
~lthough the respective sides 2rnjored rough numerical

parity in ground fighting strength, the 20th Div with attached
and supporting units had a diztinct aduvantage in tanks, tank

destravers, artillery and enginger zupport. Some of the POth

Div’z power was useless against the extenszive +i2ld

fortifications left over from the original Maginot Line,
foxholes, dirt pil) bozesz and emplacements which were zitrung out 1
®
in depth., This, and the rizing river afforded the def2nder an '
« 9
actuxl advantage. A
Y
®
N : - .4
In the ?0%h Div’s zone af advance, the Germans had sprezad s N
3
. . .-‘
thin outpos* line along the river bank, had suppeorted it with 4
LY
o
units of roughly squad zize supported by machineguns, and had -

N J

2ispersed these units on a line generally parallel to the riwver,

w

A second lime of approximately the zame strengith had been

P

eztabliished a dizstance of 1S500-2000 wards to the rear, with
regerves thought to be in the towns of Distrofs, Elzange,

Inglange, Budling and Dudrenne, about 7-10 kKm farther back. In

T T vervwy

the actusl crossing zons, *the enemr strength was estimated to be

.4

- tiwg infantry battalions and two companies from the sbcove

I i
[ mentioned Bazooka Battalion. In addition, intelligence held |
{ I
q that elements of the two opposing divizions could be relieved ‘
3 4
3
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2., This was the German doctrinse of the

The technology which was available to both sides was

roughly equal. However, the lack of German tanks and antitank

-

guns (a

(0]
ul
in)

ault Qunsd seems to have forced them into eztablishing
and fie2lding a rather poorly trained, poorly motivated bazooksa

unit as a substitute, The effectivenszs of light anmtitank

weapons i3 nat in guestion. In this case, thev wers a poor
substitute for the armored forces which were doctrinally

regquired, Further, the artillery in the 41&th Div and, to some
extent, in the 1%2th Div conszsisted primarily of obzolets, lest
ower fortreszs pieces and captured Ruszsian 122Zmm howitzers, The

tarrain and the weather would have supported the forward

n
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in th defens
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w
w
o+
n

emplorment of tanks and a

n
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an trine. Such

[n]

such was in Keeping with the German do

technology was not immediately available to the Germans on ?

m

or

Movember , and %th

L4
=<

had to rely on pure infantry fighting

strength. For the Aam

T
D

ricans, thes rapidly rising river coupled

ul

with the canalizing terrain hampered the 2ar!y crossing and

forward employment of tanks, tank destrovers and artilierv,

Fer-= T« .7 7 TuwTa st s TN T e DA - - IR A M A O TVT TeTET eSS emTTESTT
from other sectorzs and pitted zgainst the 704%h Div'z crossing
within 2ight hours, Intelligencs analvziz concluzed Sthat
surprise, 2l though e#ssential for succesz, Souid nsh be rezalized
that fthe =nemy would Zefend from orepared zozitionzy fall back
ts prepared fortifications and bBring up reserues; and, finmally,
would counterzattack with up to company sized units reinforced
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areventsd the use of auvailable tzchrnolagy far both zid

53erman High Command. Although the German First @rmy ha

nominally been given pricrity for perzonnel replacementsz and
supply, nothing in the "Rubbish Pile" or “"wWhipped Cream"
Civizions reflected this, The German supply z=rztem had besrn
badly damaged by bombing. Ammunition, in particular, was
critically short. &As discussed =arlier, much of the artillersy

was obsoletz and the remainder coansisited of captured pi
which there was little ammunition., Generazal Zalck, Comm
Army Group 5, once commented that he had never commande

mixture of badly equipped troops (2-152." The German 13

w
(11}
-+
o
3
-
DQ

ad s0 broken down that the one opportunity that
have had to blunt the 90th Div's assault, i.2., a count
By the 25th Pzg Diwv, was held up for at least two dars
2f fuel. The 1?th Infantry Divizsion had acquired the

appellation "Rubbish Pile" dus to heauwy loszses suffered

m
w

r

activation in August, ooka Battal

Assignment of the Ba
this 2500 man division in place of a standard antitank
Sattalion, and the rag tag composition of that unit wou
to reflect the condition of the rest 3f the division.
in the regiments included voung, fanatic Russian vwolunt
alder Russian civilian workKers.(2-147 The 41s8th Diwv had

originally from Dermark, as had the {%th, but entered b
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anly recentlv,  The "Whipped Cream" Diwision conzizted of older e
: trooos, auwarage g2 thirtv 2ight, who had never besn in combat. o
; -
’ The Germans were2 using a rather wholesale unit rotation =rztem, =

M
AM!
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time in fhe war wer2 forming and
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hd
hnl
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whitch were2 neither zwilled nor experienced. Folitics pesulitzd in }
.'4

sending Qreen troops into battle. The enemy which the #0th Do o
fac2d was naot the German Arme’ s First team. ?
T4

During the October Tull which allowed most of Fatton's .

x
b

Third Army to refit and replenish, t P0th Div engaged in the

A—u!

[ J

detailed logistical planning which the need to support

considerably farther forward than norma! demanded. Curing

L]
4.

October, the Division experienced critical shortages of O ad

=

w

AR

ITT amd Class U, and the issue of gasoline, artillery rounds and

mortar ammunition had to be infensively managed. OCn the nights

of 7 and 8 Movember, the Diwision occupied an assembly area in p
the FORET DE CATTEMOM where the asszault troops were fed and

ued 2xtra rations as well as ammuniticon for individual

71}
1)
O

g to f2rev unit

(3

weapons. I% was here where plans werz finaliz

suppliegs across the river by the 1F¥th Engineser Company.,
Supplies were built up and boats, ferry and bridging equipment

a3 well as zupply dumps were placed farther forward than normal

~1

Yy .
)

in order o facilitate future operations (3-1

- The biggest obstacle to efficient resupply once the assault

-t
i

began was the rizing, swollen Moszelle River and the muld fla

‘ which ringed the riverbed. The nightly ferrv zerwvice bDesgun on 7
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Movember conceantrated on getting food and asmmunition across the

= -
riuer o the wet, tired tracps, and itncrezsed to a2 24 hour 3 dz &

.
aperation. MNeweptheless, bv 11 Mowember azsault z2lements -]
evidensed shortages in rations and ammunition, as well as in

zocks, drw cloathing and blankets., Until the bridge was

zonstructed at Cattenpom on 13 Mowvember, it appeared that %he

- I

assaulting reqgiments had been cut S++f from their zupplies.
Despite the 2xtensive planning, the enuvironment had a mx'or 4
impact on *the conduct of the aperation. A significant praoblem, -
o
given the role of the engineers in this action, was engineer B
rzsupply. The extenszive plans which had been drawn aszumed 2 ;
narcow or normal river crossing. The assault boats which became j
L/
the mainstay of the combat as well as the combat zupport mission "
were on the critical list in the ETO and were strictly
allocated. A similar situation existed for bridging material, ;
Many bridge fl1o0ats were damaged in handling or by enemy fire. \}
The K2y to logiztical succezs by the %0th Div was improwisation .3
when carefully drawn plans could not be supported (3-18), J
Personnel replacements were handled on an individual basis
and were closely linked with the logistical! ferry operation. ‘;
During Nowember, the Division received 552 replacements and
returned ?27 troops to duty from former casualty stat s, From .
thiz flow of perszonne!, the evacuation and replacement policy of ';
the Divizion appeared to be effective (3-1%). ¥

The shortagesz in engineer eguipment and the terriblsz
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zlowed the =0tH

ta@rraxin and weath
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1 ehough &
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23! of planning

Div'z azzault considerably.,
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nat zonsider a "Moszllz: Riuer and valley floocded to o owidth of
auwar fwy and sne-half maltes o places. More significamt iz the
apopaltling Yacy ¥ trained, 2upercenced perzonnel on the Jerman

The (5tn and Qlatn Dy

VonE,

Serman+ "3 finest, were organized fo

r
T
a

particular) v well =y ts gertorm

mission, With the rezources
~ate antitank and artillery,

T

control in each of these Jdivisions

regimental and battalion commanders

small
s

al though definitaly not

r

ther had been given, namely,

they performed well,

combat sffectivaly and were

x strictly defensive

Command and

was exercized through

unit enclaves owver esxtended widths and depthz. The

rated in

[

whose units op

Fact

that command and control was effective at all is significant

considering the low morale and diverse composition of these

snits. Command, control

and communications w

r
o
o
L g

aided

Sermans having taken advantage of the October jull and
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blisgshing wirs

33iu

and strongpoints in
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German command and control appears

decision to commit the 25th Pzg Diw

communications to outposts, foxholes, bu

ositions,

t
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The major problem in
o have been political., The

regquired in #2xcess of htwenty

four hourz to make, and ewen than had to be made by Hitlar

himself. The zourse of thiz bat
considerably had the tarnks and asssz
zcant twelue hours earlier, By thi
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time in the war, Sensrals

T




Ty T ——
. K .

Baleck Jarmy Group G and Krnobelsdorfs (Firszst Armyr had alrezdy
taken %o sidestepoing orders b commitiing second and third rats
troops ko ar2as in which they were directed to focus z2uianzive

and tactically unsound e+forts C2-Z00,

The #0th Div was well ftrained and well organized for combat

]

with three infantry regiments, an engineer Dattalion, tank and
tank destrorver battalions, supporting artiilery and antiaircra+st

artillary, Significant was how X Corps tailored additional
assets for the purpose of the river crosszsing and assault
speration through attachment of the 1129%h Engineer (Combats
Sroup which trained and fought with the ?0th Div., Review of the
P00tk Diwvw’'s staff papers from this period reveals clear
operations estimates and orders, supported by field orders
consisting of migsion type ztatements which clearly transmitted
the commander” intent and provided additional intelligence,
sperational and logistical data, To support the river Srossing,
a communications system was planned which included wire
communications from supply dumps to assembly areas, to the

ttenom and down to the river at the

‘ll

forward command post at Cz
bridge site., Wire was the primary means of communication.{3-213
Backup sws3tems consisted of foot and motor messesnger and limited
use of radic. Mewvertheless, it was remarked that the Serman

Wireless Intercept Serwvice reaped much use+tu! informaticn from

American carelessness on the telephone and radio., ODuring ths

course of the assault, the F0th Div CP moved only cnce, from a

forward CP at Catternom to the fortress at Hoenmigsmachser on 13-13
3-1S
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reconnaizzance by either side. Thiz was particularly damagin
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training and morale and the encroaching river also hampered
direct ground observation., #@Apparently, OHW and Army Group O

Knowledge through SIGINT of XX Corps plans, but there is no

s 4

+
-t

evidence that such intelligence was disseminated to the front

line units. The majority of the combat information and
intelligence available to the forward divisions came from
aggressive patrolling and +ront line reconnaissance.

Rewiew of the intellig timate and order of battle

[

nec

3 1]

2

L)
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summaries +ri

[0

m the ?0th Divw’'s history indicates that they had

displaring 2rd Cav insignia conducted extenzive patrolling in

arder to obtain information 23 well az deny information %o th

i

nemy. Civilians in the wicinity of Cattenom were suacuated
an additional counterintelligences0PSEC precaution. The fact

that the Germans were surprised by the crossing wias mentioned

3-14

considerable Knowledge of enemy composition and disposition 2ast
of the Moszselle., For ssweral davs prior to the crossing, the
Corps’ 3rd Cavalry Regiment and Divisional recon 2lements
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earlier, Captured prisoners ofFf war and capiured documents

sybstantiated the vizw that szurorisz had indeed been achiawved
n2=-220.

Al though four daily ftactical air recce missiones had bzen
allocated to the ?Jth Div, weather prohibited its use. ULTRA

intelligence was not Sisseminated to division level., &Although

thers is ewvidence fthat ULTRA was tracking the mowvemsnit of the
2

-
2Sth Pz

pu)
=
<
w
s
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[11]

commi tment to the ?0th Div zector, ther

I
T

no reference *to the uynit in the 20th s intelligence reports
yntil direcst contact was made. In fact, until acztual contact

between tank elements of the ?CiM ard the German 25th Div was

0

made, ?0th Div intelligence perzonnel held that the 1i1th Pz Diw

could reinforce the Germansz in sector.,

The ?0th Div had learned the walue af zffective

interrogation of prisoners of war, During October a total of

W

3742 POW were captured. During the pericd 7 to 19 Movember,

4

Civision took approximately 530 POW. It iz a significant

commentary on the state of the German morale that, when
captured, PCW provided detailed and sgpecific information on unit
composition, disposition, state of readinezs and plans., The

intellig

T

nce annex to the OPORD for the riwver crossing and
assault contained the following statement: "It should te

impressed upon all personne! that PQW and documents are the

chiet zource of enemy information.” Intelligence had =z profound

influencze on the American planning for and conduct of the battle
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and waxs integrated to the maximum extent into operational plans ?
..‘
and orders. Intelligence was critical Ff fhe riuver Ccrossing -
4
viare to oroceed according to dochrine., j
The WS doctrine for an offensive river crossing covered 19 -

gages in the Field Service Regulations, FM 100-5 dated 15June
L
1944, There were no significant changes from the previcous FER, i
R
FMLIO0-3 dated 1?41, The foundation of this doctrine was to - ]
)
. . . . . 1

seiz2 three successzive objectives on the snemy Side of the

f river, The Firzt iz the attainment of a position which wil! -
' ]
3 eliiminate effective, =mall arms +ire from the crozzing fraont, -3

PR Y

the second is & position which will eliminate ground-obseruved

m

artillery +ire from the bridge sites and the third position

which will eliminate all artillery fire from the bridge =ites

D (]

an the snemy side of

Coe e
'1_,‘..‘"..»

and will provide adequate manszuver spac

*he river, Other doctrinal ideas diszcussed in the r

ng

[

gulation

arey attackKing on as broad 2 front xs possible, Qaining air

R IVYEN

superiority at the crossing sites, gatting as much combat power

xCr233 AT QuicKly as possible and using the reserwe forces o 'E

2xplait the crossing site of greatest success. The FM also =

>,

addresses specitic aspects of a riuver crossing such as; us: of '

airborne trooos, reconnaissance, use of engineer troops, fire R

zupport zand the usze of smoke,(2-23 ;‘

E -3
E The #0th Division followed thiszs doctrine in its operabtional

plan. The plan called for the securing of t
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f miuch o infantry combat power xs possiblae Auring the first Jdaoe.
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4 4 . - -

L This initial chisctive was met when 2 in<fantry Settzlicns

b

b crossed the first dav and securzs2d x Bridgehezxd arsa of I
kilometers, The next day the bridgs was o e complefted with
tanss and tank destrovers crozsing $o helo secure the mext
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Koesnigsmacher re2duced Theg seizure of this for plus the lowering
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river lewvel allowed for completion oFf the bridging oper
Tank=z, tank destroversz, artillery and other szupport crossed on

the faourth day in time to beat pack strong counterattacks, Thiz
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ar oth

g
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rdoctrinal issues which apply to the

L

wizion’s river crossing. FReconmaissance of the near shorse

fad
e
D
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Deforse tack was accomplished by the 3d Cav Sroup or Dy

saldigrs of the ?0th Diwvision using 2d Caw Gp vehiclasz andg

urnitforms, Just prior to the operatio

Vimit reconnaissance activities, The plan also called 4or rapid
F crossing of combat power but the crossing of tanks, btank
|
: deztrovers and other heawy equipment was delaved for the reasons
}
; previously noted, Ther did manage to craoss 2 infantrs
| battaliaons in the first 20 hoursz., The crossing orespozrations had

3-17

L_.‘_‘__A;._L.‘AL_._LAA‘- - . . & a2 A R T - A Bt B ot an P ~ . .

A‘A" any

Attty 0 g




A AR ar S AU A v ) > Eal A A A A Nt S

Mo S 1

I the attachel 2nginzsrs ar- 2 2a-) e 2 Yronow tR o infantoy units
. .
. = . .

- whiiIn dimente fzl iz on otroat feom BMOI00-% byt the Lsz of "

- K

- -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -, - - - - - - - o - Y - -

L 2hginear susoort, ezl annad 2ze ¥ rmezerues wazs Yo follow wnd ]
)

[

! o,

. 2uplcit the gre2atest suzZzzzs, 23 Zsscr,Zed 0 the dochtrims. & )

+
]
Yy
ol
T
N
a
%%
(v]
-+
]
o
g
"
i)
[}
1
-3
a
1]
-+
et
non
<
"
g
%]
4,
()
)
]
3
10
o
L
wm

+
(0]
(]
|
i
e
g
[
b}
r
r
]
o g
1]
3
i
1
)
3
:Al
)

d smokez gener

Dy

tor pla

2
"
v
¥

b company and 2-102Z%mm artillerw battalicns to screen the Sridging .j
4 -7 -]
- ..
- sites,03-29 The Ffinal analwsis of this river crossing i3 that
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The training of the ?0th Division began with their

activation on 23 March 1?42 at Camp Barklew, T

ul
r
n

o

urderwent sx<tensive training in the United State included

zeveral division fiald exarcizes
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February and March of 1742 and two

3
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{ Calitornia commencing in September 1943, The divizion was
transferra2ad to FL.Dixv on 3 January 1954and Cecame oart of the
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#1101 Corpz inm the Third Aarmy. The uni t
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England prior to D-Day conducting amphibious trainming

The ?204th Division entezred combat on 10 June 17443 with

advance elements arriving on & June 1?44, Ev the %time of the
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m 22 Julr-lAugust 1734 and from 17-27 September (944, They

experiznced ssuaral dif<sicult fights z2nd the rest pericds wers

uzad to furthsr combat training. =2special’ls for the

replacements.  The Jdiuvizion was act heavily zrngaged in combat )
Suring Qctobker with most comzat actiuity occurring at the small 5

ynit ltaual, The divizion used much of thiz activibty o train

1]}

o,

new personnel with practical experience in patralling and combat
in cities., The ammeo shortage dictated thiz 1ull in fighting o .
the division attempted to make the most of this s3lack j

The final preparations for thiz battle, included the

A A‘LA -

attachment of the engineer units parficipating in the assault to )
: 4
the infantry regiments. These engineerz canducted assault boat ) j
A
training with the infantry units, Since there was little ‘
experience within the division on the use of assault boats, this ‘;j
. -
training,az well as the detailed planning of the indiwvidual boat é}

1 -

oading, was absolutely critical

Finall», heavy casualties since the Mormandy invaszion had .
resulttzd in the division receiving many replacsments whao were -4;
-
reltatively 1nexperienced. This was overcoms by combat
guparienced leadership at all lavels and adequate preparaticn
time during October %t0 train and integrate the mew soldisrs into “
1
their organizations., 3Strong leaderzhip, extensive training as a ’
division prior to commitment in France, considerable combat
expearience and adeguate preparation time teft the FOER Diuizion ‘
3-21 .
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we!l prepared for thizs battle,

On the German side, they w

principles of 2laztic defense which they had dewveloced and used

with considerable effectivensss on the Ruszsian front. This

detenze uzed sparsely manned outpostzs in the frontline trenches 4
®

and strong mobile forces for counteratitack to stop 2nems 1

senetrations, In the case of thz d1&th and (7th Diviszicens, no

panzers or assault Quns were allocated to themy =5 thew were i
®

forced to defend the strongpoints and use light infantry as .

their counterattack forces, The Maqginot Line foriresszes of B

Koenigsmacher and Metrich wers
While th
Division
arcound the positions,.
orovided protection for infantr

rtillar», The

pC

Sermans posses

[11]

But much of it was obsolete. Extenzive minsfieids were emolaced -‘
Rt
throughout the area which was common practice whenaver the .
Germans were on the defense. The two German Jivisions weres q
-_'!
underztrength and operated cver sxtended frontages conseguentle, ‘

thzy were unable to man all
units were of

having no combat experienca.
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Prior t3 the battls, the 13t army ur.otz, of which the d14%h
and the 17th were 2 park, Concarnftrated on rnight training
oeraboons becauze witAcut Al Sypeariaority, darlight operations
@re dizastrous,  The Serman commanders aooarant! Keaw that an
attack was coming in the Thionuille area as part of zn attack to
pinch off Metz, Accordingly, German defenzive preparations wers
aritented toward countering this operation,

During the battlse, in accordance with German doctrine,
2lementz of the 2%th Panzer Grenadier Divizion were committed as
x counterattack force., This was a2 well trained and affectiuve
Zdivizion with considerable combat superience but the~ were
committed too late to be eftective. The reasons for their lata
arrival was Jdue to command and control and logistics
problems ., {3-2%)

With regard to the morale of the uynitszs involved in tha
attle, the morale of the ?0th Livision was excellant, The
divizion was hurt in Mormandy with high casualty ratesz, Sv thaz

end of Augu

diwvision

itzel+ well in battle, defe

11}
-

« Casualties were 2gual to 57 percent of the

= t

Pl

J

gk organization strength.(2-30% The monthly losses

¢ July and August in the divizion were 2,42¢, 4,72% and

ectively, Replacements had kept the divizion at close

. "

ength.03-21 Since August the Jdiwvwision had acquitted
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ting
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good Serman units, The:

strumental in the capture of many German prisoners Juring

420,
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and Qctober was theipr 2asiest month of combat zince

;-

i zommi tment ., 3~-32>

During the battls, weath

D)

r had zome impact on the morale
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[ oroblems across the river, the units were short ammo and rations

hd

during the early operations. The unit alzo received heavy

casualties with combat strength in the 4 committed battalions at

1]

-
11}

S0 percen trength by the end of the 4th day. &A1l of this had

Pt

probable sewveres impact uponrn morale but the soldiers keapt up
their fighting spirit throughout the battle., Leadership was
good and individual heroism was high with 2 soldiers winning the
. meda! of honor during the action. The evacuation of woundsed was

y continuous during the batt!

L 1]

Even though there was x shorftage

ot boats to Tross supplies and equipment, medics, doctors and

L
ot
[n)

d 2 constant swacuation of litter cases
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° the near side of the river. These actions had a positive impact

. on morale and demonstrates the priorifties that the lszaders
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On the German side, the morale of the German units was poor

° to gquestionable at best. A3 previoustiy noted the J1&th Diuvizion
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alder men. Thez 1%+h VG Division, VYike the &ldtnm Diviszicon, came
from Denmark to the lWestern Front, Unlike the 214th, the 1Pth
Divizion had seen a great deal of fighting and had faken manw
tosses. The fighting quality was lTow and 2t this tims a
defeatizt attitude was beginning to affect many soldiers. This
fazt is illustrated by several groups of zoldiers surrendering
without much fighting., Alzo, ssveral prizoners gave critica!l

- N .

Y

information about Serman operaticns. While this indicates &h
German discipline was deteriorating, the German army had
developed a strong fighting tradition from early in the war,
There are indications that manv zoldisrs still fought in the

tinest traditions of that Army. The German divizsions in this

[ 1]

sector 2tocod up to the heavy American field artillery

bombardment and inflicted many casualties on the 90th Diviszion.

he top

-

Turning to leaderzhip within the %weo antagonists,

teadership of the ?0th Division had undergone turbulesnce Sinc

fid

their commitment in Franca. Major General Yan Flest was the
fourth commanding general in five months. The first fwo

commanders were relieved and 4this coupled with the combat oo

m
]
D

in Mormandy, affected the unit’s morale, In August, General

McClain became the division commander and under his leaderzhip,

([}

th

v

fighting quality of the diwizion was restored. General Uan

n

o

leet took command in Dctober prior to the Maszlle river

crossing operation and he appears to have had the coanfidemce of
p f

0w
3
L

his division. The regimental commanders were sxperienced
P
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had commanded their ragim

0]
[Tu)
(1]

1 1)

ntz through most of the divi

zombat operations. During this cperation the lsadership of *h

g

regqimental commanders wixs K2y Decause thew had the flaxzibility

to intluence the action in their sectors.

Zn the opposite side, the top leadership of the German Army
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was 2zperienced bu ility to determine the
canduct of their defénze., The A&rmy Sroup commander wazs General
Balck and the 13t Army commander was Genzral Enobslsdorf+.,

Hitler had givwen this é&rm» Group an economy of force role and

2d many

T
W
0
ut
ot
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ssets from this part of the front. AL the

e

same time, he dictated to hiz commanderz that thev must hold the

man. The German commanders did not have

,1-
n
-+

Metz sactor to the |
the flexibility to take advantage of the opportunitvy presented
by the weather problems experienced during the ?0th Division

he ayailability of tank forces sarly in the battle
may have defeatzd %the ?0th Diwvision., Instead, it took the
appraoval of Hitler toc commit the 2Tth Panzer Grenadier Liwvisiaon,

Ev th

D

time this division was available, it was too late to

~

at+

[11]

ct the outcome of the battle,(3-34) & concluding notes on
German leadership i3 that there was a problem of unity of
command in the German Army between Hitler and his generals which

reated serious problems on all fronts.
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zouthern sincers

The F0th Diviszion was the main 2fFfort oand was o
drive =z bridgeshesd across the Moselisz River 42 zncirclas Mtz
the morth, interdicting the avenuss of agsmroach to Metz,

division was ko linkup with the Sth Infantry Division, thz
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securs, the ?0th Divizion was to pass the (0th armored Diviszion

through to continue the attackK zastward. The P0th Diviszion
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upcoming Ardennes offensive., This was consi

reain for the

1

2 northern Flank. The szecond intermediats objectiuve was the
ction of the +ortresses of Koenigsmacher and Metrich., This

immediataly important because it =liminated direct firz on

i
Qg
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D
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bridge sites and was of future importance because it -

Corps line of communications through this fector. The

w

ction of these intermediate objectives suppeorted the Corps

to ernvelop Metz as quickly as poszsible. From a tacticzl

pectiwve, the bridgehead wss not zecure without the seizure
hese objectives. Further, the talking of thesze obisctives
artz2d 24 Armry strategic goals because it allowed the gassing
he 10th Armored Division to continue the attack sastward,

The Serman 13t Army mission was to hold the fortreszsz of
v defend their sector without ziphoning resources fraom

Jhers in GSerman Western des 2 and to buw time for the
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CHePTER 4--THE FIGHT

. DISPOSITION OF FORCES ANMD OPENIMG MOVES

The general scheme for the attack was the 358th, on the
right, would try for a crossing near Cattenom, and once on the

2ast bank would launch a direct assault, with a minimum of

)

torce, to take Fort Koenigesmacker. &t the same time, the 353th

was to strike to secure a lodgement on the main ridge line

N

extending southeast of the Fort. The 35®th Infantry, using the
Malling crossing site, was to carry the attack on the left
wing of the division. Its objective, in the first phase of the ]

maneuver was the high ground between the Altenberg and the
village of Oudrenne. The reserve reqiment, the 357th Infantry
was scheduled to cross behind either one of the assault
regiments at the earliest moment and thrust down the along the
Maginot line through the gap left by the 35%th and 35&th.
Since the large town of Koenigemacker lav between the axes of
advance for the two assault regiments, plans were made %o
neugtratize the town and hinderland by artillery fire until
gsuch time as the 357th could arrive 2ast of the river and

seize Koenigsmacker,

The final assembly area for the 0th Division was the

Foret de Cattenom. This forest offered ample cover and lay
zlose to the Moselle. But it was on a forward slope under

4-1
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; observation from the German side of the river and thersfore ;i
) o
E could only be entered during the hours of darkness. The 3rd iﬁ

é Cavalry Group sxtended its patrolling to include this sector, :;
3 B
g The two nights preceding the attack the ?0th Division
¥ Artillery displaced to positions on the rear siocpes behind the ﬁ

- forest. On the evenings of 7-8 November the Infantry, moving :;

by truck, through the rain and along slipperv and tortucus

roads were taking their place in the assembly area. When 8

Y B
PR
A A ke e e

5 November dawned, the entire %0th Division, & battalions of -i
E supporting artillery, 2 battalions of tank destrovers, 1 i?
i battalion o+ engineers and 3 bridqge trains, were in position ,
[ inside the forest and behind the hills. (4-1) i
During the early evening the 3d Cavalry Group stepped up _i
its harassing fire, which hadsbeen a feature of previous ;ﬁ
nights, in order to mask activity on the Aamerican bank. Trucks k:
moved bridging equipment down the roads leading to the

demol ished Moselle bridges. Tanks, assault gQuns, mortars and “é

machine guns were placed in position close to the water’s edge
s0 as to give direct support to the assault troops. @ little ’
~ A
Py

before midnight the assault battalions of the 353th and the
35%th began the carry to bring their boats to the river.

Meanwhile the 95th Division had begun the demonstration at the

Uckange crossing site, and finally at 0330, the first attack
waves of the ?0th Division began moving across the river. Only
the left battalion of the two assault regiments reached the
river in time to shove off as planned, the 1st Battalion,

35%2th, making the crosszing at the Malling site, and the 3d

4-2
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Battalion, 333th, leading off at the Cattenom crossing. (4-27

~1though the f1ood waters of the Moselle increased the
ditticulties attendant on the crossing, they also acted to
lessen the dangers on the 2nemy bank. The extensive mine plots
prepared weeks before by the Germans were +looded ower and the
American assault craft passed them with impunity. The +fox
holes and rifle pits dug along the e2ast bank were water filled

and untenanted.

The scattered outposts of the German 4isth Infantry
Division in this sector, caught completely off guard, offered
little opposition to the initial assault waves and were cut
down with arenades and Tommy guns. By 0500, the leading
battalions were on the =2ast bank and 2 hours later the troops
of the 1st Battalion, 358th, and the 2d Battalion, 35%9th, were
across in their respective regimental bridgeheads., These two
right wing battalions were brought under a2 hot fire by the'
enemy, who had recovered +rom their initial surprise, but

losses were slight.

On the east bank the first phase of the attack was
executed swiftly and according to plan in the midst of a
drizzling rain., In the 35%th zone, the 1lst Battalion was east
of Malling when dar broke and had cut the main highwavy to
Thionville and Metz in two places. The reserve company entered
Malling before the sleeping German garrison could man their
positions and in a matter of minutes seized all of the town

4-3
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but two fortified houses, which fell lxter 'n the morning when

a section of S7-mm AT quns were terried across and lard on

these buildings. By noon 132 prisconers had been rounded up in

Malling., €(3-3?

The reserve battalion the 3d., followed hard in the wake

of the assault battalions and marched almost without

opposition to the crossroads viltage of Kerling, whers it ;i
tinked up with the 1st battalion on the north and cccupied a .;
section of the ridge tine which had been designated as fthe ]
35%2th objective. On the high ground north of Kerling, the
Germans elected to make x stand, but the 1ead company of th 34 é
Battalion, attacking straight toward the flashing muzzlez of a :
\
battery of 4 German AT guns, took the position., (4-4) “?
)
Across the river from Cattenom in the zone of the 358th :
attack, the lgading platoons of the 3d Battalicon alzo moved ~f€
speadily forward, slipping past Fort Koenigsmacker before ii
dawlight and starting the advance toward the high ground
between Kuntzig and Inglange which marked the initial _
- 3
objective for the right wing of the ?0th Division. The 1st ;g
Battalion, +tollowing the 3d, threw a company into Basse Ham ZEE
before the enemy could react and dispatched companies & and B ;j
to make the coup de main at Fort Koenigsmacker on whose o,

success the 3538th maneuwer turned. Before day braks, the two <

companies were disposed in the woods in front of the hill on
|

which the ftort stood. (4-5)
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The 41sth Divizion and the [#th VUG Division were the main

Serman forces opposing the Americans., The d4l1éth Division was

e

not capable of offensive actions and was thus limited to

A

s 4

detensive formations only., The division was organized into

. three Regiments and had a combined strength of about 3,300 ?;
men, The average age of the men in the division was 33 wears )
old the majority had not seen any combat. Internal suppart ?ﬁ
within the division was minimal and eszpecially in artillery .€
was limited to outdated fortress quns and captured {2Zmm ;

Russjan field guns. The 17th UG Division was al=o rated as a
defensive unit but was in somewhat better shxpe than the 4146th ~€
Division. Both Divisions had comparable strength figures but 2
the 1%th UG Division had more combat hardened scldiers as the
unit had seen combat before. Additionally, the 1Pth UG ,
Division had a much better artillery posture by having more

and newer guns. In October the field artillery battalions +rom

|

both Divisions were grouped together along the diwvision %
boundaries fto provide massed +ire against an attack in the 'é
Thionuville area. The German commander prepared to commit the R
- 4

untrained intantry as soon as possible against any American ’
attack, Howewer it was thought, by the Germans, that the ]
Americans would not attack in this area and especially in the j
area of he 41&6th Division. Thus the Division had an enormous :’
]

front so much so that on the day of the attack all the '1
available battalions were in line and one regim2nt was being }
held in Corps reserve. The 1?th WG Division had two regiments "
in line. The Germane had designated reserve units but anly the A
4-5 ]
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29 PG Division was to participate in hizs part of the battle,
L3-8
The initial american attack c

m a zurporize to the

i
w
"

W

Germans. They initially felt that due to the small forces
inuolved that the ?0th Division was conducting a feint ar
economy ot force action and that the main émerican attack was
in the north, The attack zplit the szezam of the 41sth Division
and the 1?th VG Division and contributed to am initial
confusion by the Germans and their inability to mount an
immediate defensive action. The dispersion of the 414th
Divizsion assisted the Americans. " At Malling, where the 3I5?th
Infantry made its crossing, there was only one and a hal+
companies of infantry. The nearzst German support pnot already
engaged was one company of the 713th Regiment about five miles
to the r2ar."” (4-7) Although, in most cases the German
reaction to he attack was slow, additional reserves were
released from Corps to strenqthen the southern flank but these

units did not arrive until late in the ?th. Four Infantry

battalions from the 25%h PG Division were released to assist

in the defense against the ?0th Division but due to the 1lack
of +uel and transportation these units did not arrive in the

battie area until the e2vening of the 11-12 of November. (4-3)

The S%th Regiment, 1%th UG Divizsion was the onir unit
available for immediate use as a counterattack force., The unit
engaged the 3rd Battalion (->, 339th Infantry at Kerling.
Other than scattered resistance from small units, company and

4-4
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smaller, the initial river crossing was wirtually unopposed

tor the first few hours, (4-%7

B. MaJOR PH&SES OF THE BATTLE 7.
|
)
[ »
[ . - 4 -
The major phases of this battle can be divided into three 2
areas. The first phase of the battle was the initial assault !
acrozs the Mcoselle River., The second phase of the battle was 4
the continuation of the attack and the consolidation of the
bridgehead. The breakout of the Division toward Metz and the L
passage of the 10th aArmored Livision constituted Phaze III of :
this aperation. fﬁ
1
]

INITIAL ASSAULT

The initial assault acraoss the river which commenced at
0330 hours on ? November {244 allowed the 1st and Z2nd

Battalions of the 235%9th and the 1st and 2rd Battalicons of the

358th to cross the river by 03500 hours,

The action and movement was quickKly slowsd from this T
point on as the Moselle River was rising and cverflowing its °
banks with 2xtreme rapiditv, (4=-10) From its normal width of
350 feet it had expanded to 400 then 500 then 300 vards. ws

the river spread out trom the banks loading and unloading wers
first carried out in knee, then 1n warst deep water. The

4-7
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increasing current tossed the heavily laden boats like match

boxes. Engineer crews returning for additional loads
discovered their boats unmanageable and wers swept downstrzam,
It became necessary to double boat crews and halwve the number

2F returning boats with sach successive trip. i4-1i1>

Howewer, the initial battalions which crosszsed the river
had caught the =nemy completel» by surpriss and swittly

eXx

0

cuted the first phase of the attack according to plan.

“In the 35%th Infantry zone the assault battalion made

excellent progress., The 1

1]

t Battalion had pushed dus east and
north from Hunting pushing the enemy before them until they
were stopped just short of the high around which was the
regimental objective. The 2nd Battalion, after capturing
Petite Hetlange and Meltrich continued to the Southsast until
halted some 13500 meters from Oudrenne br extensive mine
tields. The 3rd Battalion (-} moved intao the center of the
regimental zone seizing Kerling and the high ground to the
north thereof where contact was made with the 1=t Battalion®,

(4-12>

“In the 358th Infantrv¥ zone, the leading platoonz of the
3rd Battalion moved speedily forward slipping past Fort
Koenigsmacker betore daylight and started their advance toward
the high qround between Kuntzig and Inglange which was the

initial Regimental objectivet, (4-1237

@i
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The 1zt Battalion following the 3rd Battalion threw z
company into Basse Ham betore the enemy» could react and sent
their two remaining companies to assault Fort Koenigsmacker.,
This assault began at 0715 nours and it caught the 2nemy bv
surprise. Both companies were in the German trenches insiae
the wire before the enemy could qet off more than a few rifle
shots. Most of the German troops, however, were protected
below the surface in a series of ftunnels and underground rooms
which were entered by the way of steel and concrete OP 3 and
sally ports at ground level. Th +ort qgarrisoned by a battalion

of the 74th Regt, 1?th WG Div which erupted from their tunnels

-+

with small scale counterattacks. The battalion spent the rest
of the day systematically reducing underground rooms and

tunnels with he help of the 315th Engineers. (4-~-14)

“Meanwhile the 2nd Battalion, 338th fought the river and
crossed it, azsembling west of ths town of Koenigsmacker

preparatory to its commitment the following morning", ©4-15%

The 357th Infantry Regiment {recerve) crossed the river
g

[

during the day at both the Mallirg and Cattenom crossing sites

heels of the 2nd

0

(]

with the 3rd Battalion crossing at th
Battalion taking three hours to negotiate the raging river all
while under bitter fire from heavy caliber German mortars.

Power launches were used to cross the 2nd SBattalion. (d4-1s

atter the

1]

Br midnight % Mowvembsr, zome 20 hour
initiation of the asszault the Division had 2ight battxlions of

4-%
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Infantry on the enemy bank

achieved compiste tactical
the enemyv’'s +irst line of
support it had penetrated
seven towns and capturing
penetration
planned initial

This ended the first

into a Metz tv

bridgehesad.

T oY et Sai Aate Bai e Sl e ry—rY

and a few light AT Quns., It had
surprize and by dawn had breached

defense. Without benetit of armored

(]

to a depth of 3 KM 2 overrunning
200 prisconers., It had made the first

pe fort and 1t had secured th

[}

(4=173

phase of the battle. In retrospect,

al though the rising and raging Moselle River had made the

river crossing extremely difficult for the

forces,

initial assaulting

the river actually helped the unit on the enemy side

as it farced the enemy to withdraw from their observation

posts on the far riverbank and the swollen river actually

covered over minetields and wire entanglements which would

have had to have been negotiated

them.

As can also be seen,

carried out as a complete

w
c
(1]}
L
o
I
w
[}

deception

&

a

if the water had not covered

this phase ot the operation was
surprise sc it can be said that

since the enemy was caught off quard

L3

there was very little reaction on his part other than some

amall =s=cale counterattacks

The 2nemy withdrew tao its
There was no need +tor the

and the interesting tact i

was carried out without the use of much combat

combat service support.

inside Fort Koenigsmacker itself.

second detensive line to regroup.

iment

<
[

commi tment of the reser re

W

s that this phase of the aperation

support and

Except for the Engineer units which

4-10
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were attached to each Regiment and the artillery which was
tiring from the west bank of the Maselle the infantry

battalions were by themsslves with only a f2w light AT

R

weapons. The rising river prevented Armor and AT units to

cross to the snemy zide.

It can be se2en that overall, this phase aof the operation

was a success +rom svery standpoint. Tactics were consistent e
with the doctrine of the time and it seemed that the Division *Q
planning and the guidance and leaderchip displaved by its
officers were highly commendable. However, the number of
prisonars captured had been small - about 200 - and this meant 'ii
that the main enemy positions and defenses had ret to be ]
encountered. (4-13) 25
o
COMSOLIDATION OF THE BRIDGEHEAD -f,
The second phase of the operation which consizts of the . ®
continuation of the attack and the consolidation of the E
bridgehead is the maost complex and lengthy phase of the '3;
operation, This phase commenced an 10 Nowvember and lasts until :1%
dawn on 14 November. This phase of the operation is hampersd ;fz
mainly by the Moselle River which steadily rose because of the i;&
continued rain., The inundated area was now | /2 miles wide Tg
with water standing in the streests of both Cattenom and
Gauisse-Malling. (4-1%9> This, of course, restricted and
Y

hampered the work on the two bridging sites and this coupled

)

witth continued enemy shell fire did not allow for complete

4-11
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bridging until 14 MNovember. This meant that the badlv needed
combat support and combat serwvice support could not cross the
river tgo assist the infantry battalicns that were alrezady

th

C
[y
b (

acros3s and operating on the enemy bank., Thiz was p ps th
determining factor as to why this phase o+ the operation was

protracted over such 2a lonq period.

10 _NOVEMBER

Ouring 10 November there were zome izolated
counterattacks in the 359th Infantry Regiment zone {(north) but

these were effectivaely repulsed and contained,

The 357th Infantry, in the center, which had occupied the
town of Koenigsmacker without a tight the night before set out
to attack the Meltnich qroup of fortifications about a mile
southeast of Koenigsmacker which constituted the imitial
objective for the Regiment., The lead battalion (3rd) assaulted
up the western zlopes of the heights on which Meltnich
fortifications were located and by 0200 had owerrun the west
hatf of the Meltnich group. The 2Znd Battalion assaulted the
2astern half of the forts but were repelled and forced bw dars
end to regroup around the other side of the haights Joining
3rd Battalion, the two forming up to face down thke Maginot

Line ridge. (4-20)

"On the right of the Divizion zone, the advance of the

4-12
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358th Infantry was bitteriy contested by the German 74th Regt.
The 1st batt

ferra-concrete works of Fort Koenigsmacksr, but ther failed to

alion continued to bBlast awmay at the

silence the enemy“s fortress artillery and heavy machine guns

i

on the Fort, The 3r~ Battalion (-) succeeded in bvpassing th

[

Fort and dug in on the Bois de Elzange ridge, the regimental
objective. The 2nd Battalion tried fto swing around the south
of the Fort and join the 3rd Battalion on the ridge but theyw
were badly cut up from flanking fire from the Fort and their

advance was brought to a halt", (4-21)

“"At days end the Division situation was critical. The
+irst majior German counterattack was expected at any time. The
eight infantry battalions were <till unsupported by armor or
TD's and covering fire depended on the artilliery batteries
sited on the west bank of the river, whose gunners working in

mud to their kKnees fired around continuousiy"., (d4-22)

"The Infantry, moreover, who had fought constantly for
two dars and nights were rain drenched, numbed with cold and
utterly fatigued; they had no blankets, were much reduced on
ratione and barely sufficient ammunition, Battle casualties
had been szvere and the toll from exposurs and trench +oot was
beginning to mount, The enemy, with his observation on the
bridging sites, together with the worst river conditions in
history had so far nullified the bridging efforts, despite the
work of the Engineers. On completion of a bridge for armor,
for anti-tank quns, for supply. for evacuation = lav the Kev

4-13
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to ultimate succeszs"., (4-237

Furthermore, "the supply routes back to the river, which
were to supply the infantry battalions, were still under +ire,
Lacking their own wehiclezs, supply parties were forced to
carry what they could in abandoned baby carriages and ricketw
farm wagons. Despite all of these conditions some resupply
reached the troops and a few 57MM AT guns were +erried over to

reinforce the infantrv", (4-24)

11 NOVEMBER

“&t 0200 hours on the morning of the 11th the Malling
bridge was completed but water, to a depth of S8 inches, on
the causeway approach made the bridge unuseable to vehicle

traffic". (4-25)

At dawn, the 2nd and 3rd Battalione of the 357th Feqiment
(center) attacking abreast drove forward down the line of the
Maginot Forts. They made excellent progress br-passing and
leaving for follow on forces those emplacements which could

not quickly be reduced. (4-2%)

"By the evening of 11 November, the leading infantry of
the 357th were in possession of the high ground northwest of
Brestrof+f-la-Petite forming a salient well in advance of the
regiments on the flanks. This created a supply probiem for

this regiment az the roads back to the river bank were still
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not secure which made the night carrving parties stumble

across the traverse draws and gulliss which chopped up the

11
[

4000 vardgd supply route,

On the north wing of the Division, the 13t Battalion
35%th Infantry Regiment was briefly thrown off stride by local
counterattacks during the morning hours - probably made by
troops of the reserve re2giment of the German 1%th UG Diwv,

Battalion AT guns disabled two of the s2nemy’s three assault

(11}

guns and the attack was eventually driven back so that by 0900

the lst Battalion had gained back its lost ground.

The 3rd Battalion which had just occupied the high ground
directly north of Kerling was also counterattacked by German
assault qQuns and infantry. The battalion failed to stop the
assault quns. As a last desperate measure, the American guns
tay¥ing on indirect fire from across the river were told to
continue their fire ewven though the Germans were xiready on
the 3rd Battalion lines and casualties would he sutfered by
the Americans from thneir own shells, Two company commanders
were Killed as they rallied their troops to makes a stand, but
their example gave heart to their men and the Germans were

+inally repelled.

By mid-morning, the 35%Pth attack was in full momentum =211
along its front., The ridges ahead were all taken after a stif+¢
tight, Kerling was outposted, but Oudrenns remained in German
hands. The crossroades southgast of Rettel were seized and

4-15
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blocked, thus cutting the main highway entering the regimental
zone from the north. This stabilized the left flank of the

Divicion along a relatively defensible line". (4-27)

Quer on the south flank of the Division, the 2nd
Battalion, 338th Infantry under cover of darkness had slipped
past the machine guns and obiservation posts which had denied
its advamce the previocus day and positicned iftsel+ on the

wooded ridge on the right of the 3rd Battalion.

At 0800 the 3rd Battalion was counterattacked by 130
Sermans and three assauit quns but the battalion had learned
of the counterattack from captured Germans priscners and they
were waiting in ambush where they annihilated the enemy.
Thereafter, both 2nd and 3rd Battalions moved ahead although
their advance stowed by strong enemy resistance and
concentrated mortar fire but by late affternoon 3rd Battalion
took Hill 252 and 2Znd Battalion, to i%s right rear, positioned
itself for the assault on Valmestrof+ the following morning.

(4-23>

"The 15t Battalion succeeded in secguring the surrender of
Fort KoenigsmacKer., The Germans had lost at least 301 captured
or Killed in defending the fort while the losses of the 1st

Battalion numbered (11 kiiled, wounded and missing.

At the end of 11 Navember, the ?0th Divizion was tn a far

more advantageous position than 24 hours earlier. The left
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+1lank of the Divizion, Corp and Army was finaliv secure. The
first German major line of resistance had been DrokKen &t ZE
Forts” Metrich and Koenigsmacker and i1t was cracking at spots °
along the ridge lines in sectors of the 257th and I52th., Quer
S00 prisoners had been taken and the area of pensitration Had
. nearly doubled. Finally the flooded Moselle had crested and ‘
was beqginning to recede. -
iy
This day zaw heavy infantry fighting and the intantry had ®
succeeded in beating back small company size counterattacks 1
without the help of armor and AT weapons as these were stil]
on the other side of the river. The enemy fight, thus far, had Vd

B~ P db it Al A
k

‘L

been carried bv the German d41&6th Inf Div and the 17th UG Div,

But a strong regimental counterattack had not vet

materializad,. s

Late in the day tractor snorkling trucks loaded with

Jeeps and supplies splashed through the flooded causewars over

L e, . . @

the Malling bridge. Ferries, now more manageable, crossed

vehicles and AT guns”". (4-2%9)

)
dd ol

L/
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12 MOVEMEBER ]

1

-

;

4

At 0300 hours a German PG task force of the Z2SPI Gren Div ,!

- 9

of regimental strength, with artillery and tank support, j

launched a counterattack against the entire line of the 237th )

Infantry. The initial Serman assault drove the 3rd Battzalion !

| ]

outpostz out of the Kerling and forced the battalion back to K
4-17

L ]




Ty Y -y

TRy i e

ARG S SN
-

v

Aol S e Al £

_—

P e S A S e e s S SEE_ERILNILSS QN Bt SrI She San el Sa S SP A S R R - A e At AN TS AL A AU S e S= i A -

the high ground northwest of the village where it reformed on

0dg

the right of the lst Battalion. Shortly before Q400 the main
attack deuveloped, one enemy force thrusting along the

Kerling-Petite~Hetlange road, another ztriking the junction of

Cad

he 1st and 3Ird Battalionz south of Hunting. The fire of all

04

20 artilliery battalions available to the division were brought
intd plav from across the river; a deep draw in front of the
1st Battalion, the town of Kerling, the
Kerling-Petite-Hetlange road and a11 other approaches wers
rapidly and heavily hit and hit again., While the 1st and 3rd
Battalions stabilized their positions the remainder of thes Znd
Battalion, on the Regimental right, assembled for a

counterattack on the flank of the enemy penetration. (J4-30)

"Back at the river, the receding waters permitted the
movement of tank destrovers. The first two, earmarked for tha

3537th Infantry, crossed safely and were diverted #; the 35%th

(]

Infantry., Thus reinforced, the 357th Infantry fought with ewen
greater fury, stopping the Germans and forcing them back. as
the Germans retreated toward Kerling the counterattack of the
2nd Battalion struck them squarely on the flank, cutting them

to pieces and turning the initially ordered withdrawa! into

“In sum, the counterattack on which the German command

had counted 30 heavily cost the enemy over 400 dead, about {350

ault qun

w
"
wh

prizoners, 4 tanks, and 5 a
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By late afternoon, the 35%th had restored itz lines and

was ready to att

cke. The 2nd Battalion led off along the road
to Kerling, from which the willage the enemy attacks had been

formed, but it z=lowed due by mines and +inally ¥orced to halt

short of the village as darkness fell,

u
W

o ... ....e

Of particular note, the mortar and machine gQun crews of O

Company, 2nd Battalion distinguished themselwes in this action

with 36T Faorrest E. Everhart winning the Congressional Medal %
of Honor for his actions during this German counterattack”. ]
(34-323 .
-
®
]
In the 357th Infantry zone, 2nd and 3rd Battalions k
attacked at daylight after beating off locally executed B
x
counterattacks., lst Battalion which had been released fraom its ®
Division reserve status and which had crossed the river with
areat dif+ficulty the preceding day mopped up the by-passed
-
piliboxes and forts in the Koenigzmacker woods and the Billing ]
Group. 2rd Battalion overran Briestroff-La-Petite and mowed
forward until stopped by a fortified belt half way up the )
cslopes south of that town. After heavy fighting the Battalion L

orn, on the right,

was able to continue its advance., 2nd Battal
was able to by pass the above resistance and secured the West
half of the high ground dominating the town of Inglanqge +rom

the 2ast. At the close of the day, 3rd Battalion protecting

its left flank because of the situation in the 3IT3¥th zone had

advanced its right company abreast of the Znd Battalicon,

(4-33) .
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"The 352th Infanmntry likewise found the Germans on their

tfront determined to stand and hold.The 1=t Battalion was °
placed in reserve covering the right flank of the Diwvision and :
]
resting after the hard fought battle of Fort Koenigsmackser. ]
]
2nd and 3rd Battalions, in a coordinated attack drove ahead in ;
bitter fighting to secure by mid afternoon the line lé
Elzange-'almestoff. Advancing south from Valmestofs, 2nd E
Battalion developed a fortified area to its right front, ‘
sustaining heawy casualties”. (4-34>
"During the later part of the day a heavy ferry was ;
successfully put into operation at the Malling site by ’
midnight two platoons of tankK destrovers and two platoons of
tanks had crossed the river along with an equivalent number of ®
command and litter 179 ton trucks., Bridge construction at the 1
two crossing sites was renewed as the river continued to ]
recede. ‘
]
:
“t the close of the 4th day the Division had made j
additional ground gains and had effectively stopped a ?4
T
reqgimental size German counterzttack, However, there still .;
wene na dry clothes or blankets for the soldiers to Keep warm ?
-
with and in six of the nine battalions, the rifle strength was .1
1
only S0%. Furthermore, the susntz of 12 Maovember gave no
indication that the German will to resist had weakened".
{4-35) ‘1
4=-20 ‘{
.<
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12 MNOVEMBER

"Bv 13 MNovember, the advance of the 23537th Infantry had
carried the Regiment to the limit of 1ts artillery support,

The regiment paused and cleared out the remaining knots of

it

Dermans in i

s rear with explosive charges and flame throwers,
while the regiments aon either flank moved up abreast. The

35?th Infantry Regiment reoccupied Kerling Qithout a fight,
But when the 2nd Battalion attacked late in the afternoon to
link up with the 357th outposts near Qudrenne, the lezading
company hit into & large minefield., Atter further attempts to
determine the limits of the mined area the infantr» was forced

to attack straight throuah the mines taking their losses,

w

Later, over 12,000 plastic and wooden box-mines were taken

from this one minefield.

The 353th Infantry also was slowed by mines as it
zontinued along the ridge chain, but the snemy infantry gave
Tittle opposition and apparently was returning to a n=2w Yine

3f defense.

Cattenom site was finally caompleted

[

The bridge at th

during the marning by engineer parties building from both

zides of the river under & very olaborate zmoke screen laid
down by the zsmoke generators, 4.2 chemical mortars and two

battalions of field guns, which did not break once during thne

18]

VS

.u‘ P J\,.._»

_ @

deiand

. .
IV G Ny Ty




| EMAR S0 S0 A o au o 4

——

RPN L A SR GR e, Fahd

A e ¢

R~ §

Ol Jast 2N Sut Bun e

et -~ I JMSERcae e 7 MR A N B e S JhEe et ae Avn 2 as e MARL A i AN A AR Bun el A e SuSe b ea b he Aas g
- - . .. PN .

‘o
R
4
+
b
q
v

"&t 1740 hours the first wehicle crossed the CZattenom

g

w

m

bridge and it ing marked the final phase of the

consolidation of the bridgehead. Behind the organic

o g

transportation of the 337th and 352th Infantr» rolled the ?0th
Divizion Reconnaissance troops and the light tanks which swung

into action on the division’s right flank with the mizsion of

establizshing contact witth the secondarr bridgehead forced bv

g
o
M
-y
re

the 95th Intantry Division at Thionwille., 2ne qQun +rom

(ug
o
+.
[n]
9
hd

the light artillery battalions waes crossed immediately
dark to regizter in forward position areas so that the
remainder of the battalioms might be crossed at night without
impairment of artillery support. Throughout the night traffic

tr

m.

11}
1

raolled across the bridge in a steady

During the night, orders were received that the 10th

Aarmored Division would cross Thionwille bridge and upon itz

emble on

m
]

completion pass throuwgh the #0th Divizsicon rear and a

the 1

D

¥t o+ the 20th Division zone preparatory to the
initiation of its attack. Simultaneousliy one squadron of the
2rd Cavalry Group would cross behind the division on the
Cattenom bridge to take over the #1th Divisiaon’z zzgigned

-

mission". (4=37)

This ends the second phaze of thiz battlez. Thi phase was

2 long and drawn out atfair, executed under some of the most

i Q

trring and adverse conditions encountered by the men of th

P0th Infantry Divizion, The extreme limiting factor 1n thi

o 1

4-2%
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.ze oFf the battle was the inabilits of the division to cross

0w

ph
Armor, AT weapons, combat support and combat ssrvice support
which could have been usesd as combat multipliers to perhaps

shorten the length of this battle. The b

1]

ttle was a straight

tntantry Battle with very little combat support available.,

Despite all of these factors the Divizion szugcceeded in

g
[ g

repelling numerous counterattacks to imnclude a regimental

m
™
[ U

counterattack and this was done without Armor and tank

destroy

0

m

rs to a large extent. This phase of the battle taxed
the morale of the battalions and the successful conduct of
this phase of the operation iz a tribute to the ocverall

leadership abilities of the ofticers and men of the divizion,

THE BREAKOUT TOWSRD METS

The third phase of the operation consists of the breakout
of the Division toward Metz and the passage of the 10th

Armored Division

14 NOVEMBER

Bv dawn 311 regimentaxl transportation, all light
artillery battalions, the tank destroyers and the enginser
battalion had cleazred the bridge. Delar in the comgletion of
the Thionuille bridge postponed for the time being znvy

interteren

[n]

e between the ?0th Division debauching from the

bridge site and the 10th &rmored moving east from Thionville,
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at 0300 2nd and 2rd Battalions, 35%th Infantry aduvanced

(]

to maintain pressure against the enemy. 3rd Battalion quicklyw
captured Frenching and mopped uwp L2 Sillere woods. F Company,
still slowed by mines, cut the Kerling-Lemestrofs road zouth

of the Le Sillere woods. G Company, also picking its wav

[»)

through minefields, occupied Oudrenne in the middlie of the

atternoon and made contact with the 3T7th Infantry.

357th Infantry completed mop up operations in its rear
area and maintained strong combat patrals to its front to
develop enemy dispositions preparxtory to renswal of the

attack.

3rd Battalion, 358th Infantry advanced against continuous
resistance and secured a firm foat astride the
Inglange-Distroff road. Heszitating to commit its units in a
divergent =ffort to capture Inglange, the battalion commander
probed itz detenses. The town had been converted into a
strongpoint with armor and anti-tank quns. Plans were
accordingly dratted for a +tull scale assault upon it the
tollowing morning. 2nd Battalion advanced 2 KM and in bitter
fighting captured Distro++, Prior to the attack artillarv
observers from 2nd Battalion +ired on an enemy mechanized
column of 100 wehicles moving from Distroff to Stuckange. The
effect greatly weakened the blow that force struck against the
bridgehead force at Stuckange the following morning. Meanwhile
the 13t Batta}ion, its flank protection mizssion taken ocuer by
the Recomnaizsance Troop, assembled in Yalmestrofs as a

4-24
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regimental reseruve,

#0th Reconnaisszance Troap, with attached light tank

. . )
‘.A A.A “A‘A‘

company, bridged the gap between the ?Sth Division at

Thionville and the ?0fth Division, providing x protectsd route

for the passaqge of the 10th a&armored Division. Other elements ;

of that force captured Kuntzig anmnd linked up with the 2Znd ;

Battalion, 353th Infantry. ﬁ

.

By 1503 almost all vehicles had crossed the river. At A;
1530, 3rd Cavalry Squadron initiated movement. Coincidental

with the cavalry crossing, the first combat command of the i

{t0th Division passed through Thionville aon the esast bank of _

the Moselle and rolled to its assembly area in the vicinity of 'ﬁ

Kerling. q

Under cower of darkness the 3rd Cavalry Sgquadraon relisved :

\

the 13t Battalion, 33%th Infantry in place and that unit .%

latter aszsembled at Hunting. 2nd and 3rd Battalions remained ]

' in position outposting the assembly area of the armor. j

o,

1S MNOUEMBER i

3

At dawn, |5 Movember, the most wviolent counterattack of ®

the campaign struck the Znd Battalion, 253th Infantry B

positioned at Distroff. Preceded by artillerv $ire, two {

[ )

battalions of the 25th Panzer Division draove abr2ast into the

town from the south, while a third battalion enveloped from

4-25
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d the town in

the eazt. The lett Cwest) battalion never r2ach

O

strength due to the =ftect of the 20th Division artillerv. But
the other two battalions overran the outposzsts and split the
detending garrison. The regimental reserve was alerted and
ptaced in motion while the 3rd Battalion postponed its attack
against Inglange to await further developments. In the town
the deliberate defensive fighting of the 2Znd Battzlion

continued., After four hours of savage fighting the attacker

[1]]

aradually withdrew. Behind them they left ocuer 130 dead and
wounded, 40 prisoners and sewven destrorved tanks and vehicles.
The artillery maintained heavy fire on the withdrawing Germans
and completely disorganized them., When it had become apparent
the 2nd Battalion could handle the situation, the ist
Battalion was diverted to the southeast and assembled in the
vicinity of the 3rd Battalion, taking over the left regimental

zone of action the following day.

2nd and 3rd Battalions. 357th Infantry continued their

attack at 0845, Fighting against weak resistance thev reached

T

the forward slopes overlaokKing the walley road which ran =ast

w

te Budling. At this point they came under very heauy artiliery

fire coming from the Mackenberg fortificaticns to the left

[

tront, Tank destroyers as well as indirect firing 2" and Z40mm

howitizers w

0 g

re ineftective, With the fort guns commanding the
entire open valley in front of the next objective further
advance was considered impractical., Fasition recannaissance
was initiated for the self propelled 155mm qQuns available to
the Division. In the meantime szt Battalion was staged forward

4-24
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to take over the right hxlf of the regimental zone. 2nd

Battalion was scheduled to side slip the to the left relisving

the 2rd Battalion while that unit veered to the southeast to

hJ

mop up the Hackenberg fortificaticons.

s MOVEMBER

10th Armored Division passed through the 3rd Battalion,

357th Infantry in the middle of the morning. The battalion

AN ane . comae e e e

assembled at Kerling while the 2nd Battalion remained in
position awaiting such advance of the 10th Armored Division as

) would cover jt. ,,

Just prior to dawn 3rd Battalion, 358th Infantrw

assaulted Inglange. By 1000 the battalion was in complets
possession of this obiective, [ts mission accomplished, it

reverted to regimental reserve, 1st Battalion attacked alaon

Ju]

the high ground south from the 2rd Battalions position, mopped
3 up Le Jungwald Woods and carried Hill 228 scuthwest of Buding

against =trong opposition. 2nd Battalion patrolled toward

Metzervisse whose north side was heavily detended. Theretore
1t swung southeast onto the high ground and attacked the town

] from northeast under the cover of massed artillery, By dark

the battalion had cleared out the town. -1
{2t Battalion extended toc the southwest and made contact

with the 2nd Battalion east from the town.
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In the 2397th Infantry zone the self propelled guns and
the 38" howitzers methodically started with the destruction of
the Hackenberg fortifications., Thev eftzctively silenced the
enemy +fires., 1st and 2nd Battalionsz captured the szteep wooded
ridge running from Buding to Yeckring and secured Buding and

Helling.

On the right flank %0th Reconnaissance Troop continued
its mission., During the morning it captured Stuckange and,
tinding its progress rastward blocked by minefizglds, swung
south along the division boundary. It assaulted Reinage and
beqgan to clear the mined apprcaches. On the opposite flank of
the division, the 35%2th Intantry, covered by the 10th Armored

Division, azsembled in Oudrenne zs Division reserve,.

17 NOVEMBER

Attacking at 0200, 1zt Battalion 358th Infanmtry took Le
Stolbusch Woods against light infantry but under heavy mortar
and artillery fire. After the consolidation at the aobjective

the 2nd Battalion was staged forward into the western half+

while the 3rd Battalion dicsplaced to Motz isze, «t 1400 1zt

L]

™

(11

and 2nd Battalions attacked the town and secured the
objective. lst Battalion pushed forward and secured the high
ground east and south of the town and cut the rocad from

Hombrough-Budange.

i
-+

{st and 2nd Battalions, 357th Infantrv attacking again

4-28
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moderate resistance hxd secured, by noon, Elzing and the ridge -
1 ne to the east. 3rd Battalion moved through Budling and i
cleaned out the Hackenberg fortifications., The walls and é
turretz were demolished br the direct fire of the 133mm guns. 8
#s the 1=t Battalion advanced rapitdly onto the high ground in
the Bois Du D Hunolstein overlooking Hombourg- Budance, Z2nd %
Battalion uncovered an gnemy strong point in the town of ]
Klang. & Qap in depth between battalions thus deweloping, 3rd ;
Battalion was thrown into it to consolidate the lett hals ot #
the regimental objective pinching out the 2nd Battalion. When :
tanks arrived from Kedance to support the assault of the town, R
the eanemy fled toward Kemplich and was annihilated by the i
concentrated fire of F Company and the 3rd Battalion reserwve. i
£ 4-38) j
J
- 1
The events of 17 November both north and south of Metz B
forced the German army to give orders for the 418th Infantry ﬁ
Division and the 1%th WG Division to withdraw from their g
sectaors. (34-3%7 E
|
13 MOVEMEER l}
g
"On 13 Mowvember the American forces pursued the @
retreating German columns. The 25%th Infantry relisved fthe %
3953th Infantry as soon as it reached the town of Luttange. j
Specific objectives were no longer assigned. The general 1
mission, however, remained the zame: to close the gap ezxszt of %
Metz and link up with the Sth Infantry Division which was ]
4-2% J
°
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advancing from the south.

At the end of this first dav of pursuit, the 3S5%th

]

Infantry had troops across the Mizd River at Conde-MNorten, 12

-

Avancy, locking one of the main escape rogutes from Metz.,
Through the night, the Bmericans fired on the exit roads with
svery weapon they could bring to bear. The Cavalry alone
counted 20 enemy vwehicles destroved and took over S0

prisonerszs”, (4-4Q»

1% MOUEMBER

"At daybreak 2nd Battalion, 357th Infantry moved southwest
to Les Etangs and capturing the town in a surprize attack.
Because Les Etangs blocked any escape route, German
transportation columns were trapped and destroved by the

caombined e+torts of the artillery and fighter bombers.

The 3537th Infantry advanced to the Nisd River, capturing

Roupeldange, Guinkirchen and Hinckange betore the divizion was

ordered to halt on the line af the Nied.

At 1100, %0%th Reconnaissance Troop advanced szouth

0
(X
-
[n]
"
"

-

the Division boundary and made contact with the 735th Tank

Battalion supporting the Sth Division, thus completing the
encirclement of Metz, This action completed the2 ®0th Divisions
role in the Metz operation”, (d4-41>
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. KEY EWVEMTS

The attack of the ?0th Intantry Division to cross the
Moselle River and enwelop the city of Metz in November, 1%44,

-1 QN

-+
m

undoubtedly consists of numerous kKey . deci and

g

¥

b4

nl

a

ctionzs by commanders ranging from Third Army commander Patton
to the heroic infantry and engineer s=mall unit leaders whao
fought the innumerable small battles that led to such an

overwhelming successz. Seweral, but certxinly not all, of

these svents have been recorded +or history. The Key events

U

reported here represent those actions at both the operationxl
and tactical levels of war which seem to have had th2 most

etfect on the suventual outcome of the battle.

The Decisi

0
3

It is widely reported that Patton was extremelvy
distraught about the change of strategy that caused his Third
army to come to a virtual standstill during the period
September to Movember, 1744, Lacking priority of supplies,

hic Army wase forced to conduct only local actions in the

[}

Lorraine area west of the Moselle Riuver. After Eisenhower”
12 October conterence with his -ommanders, it appeared thxt
the priority would remain with the First Army in the north and
that Patton’s force would again advance when logistics

permitted., (§-42) In discussion with Bradler later Patton was

4-31
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able to get permission to conduct limited objective attacks
toward the West Wall commencing on {0 MNowvember., (34-42) Delaw

in the north caused Bradley teo aszk Patton on 2 Movember, if

Third Army could attack first., Bradley and Patton agresd th

u
i
O

the Third army» would advance as socon as weather was +avorabl

Y

and whatever the weather, no later that 2 Nowember.

Though the weather had been atrocious throughout the
period that Third A&rmy had been in Lorraine, the weather the
last few davs before the attack was worse. Rain had not oniy
severely limited mobility and use of airpower but was causin
the Moselle River to flood. 0On the =swvening before the
initiation of the Third Aarmy‘ s attack by XII Corps, the corp
commander Eddy and one of his division commanders came to
Patton and stated that they did not think they could attack
the next morning because of the 2ffects of the weather,
Patton asked him to name his successor because the attack wa
not to be postponed. Eddy departed and initiated the attack
planned. (4-44)
the offensive he was

While Patton was esager to resum

g
[11]

i

certainly no fool. He was not going to commit his two corps

torce, half of which was made up of new and untried divisian

tresh from the states, to an operation that was doomed to

+2ilure., Despite hiz "damn-the-torpedo” exterior, he was 2
shrewd tactician and lzader and had shown himsel+ capable of
zalling off a "no win" operation when he had ordersed the pul

f

back +rom Fort Driant only a month betore. The ewvw)denc
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to sar that Patton Knew the enemy, kKrnew he had a good plan,

Knew that he had {howewver femporarilw: the required resour
to attack, and had determined that the combined e¥fects of the
weather and the deception plan would signiticantly surprize

the Germans. He szensed that the morale, fighting =dge, and

w

preparedness ot his soldiers and units waiting in the rain +or
a few more dars to attack would grossly diminish. The weather
and ground conditions would sap the strength of his units and

cause increasing soldier casualties with or without the

o

attack. His refusal to delay the attack was a tough, but

wicse, decision at the operational level.

Surprize

The overwhelming surprize achieved in the crossing of the
70th Division was perhaps the most Key factor in the success
of the operation and was the result of a combination of
factors. To truly gain surprize an army must present the same
talse picture to all of the enemy’s inteiligence collection
means. The +alse picture must also be congruent with the
enemy”’s understanding of the opposing forces capabilities and
intentions. This is indeed the siftuation that was created b
the American =2lements preparing to attack across the Moselle,
to reduce the German fortress Metz and to advance to the liest

L'Jét] ] .

Surprize was attained in part because the Third Army had

been held up since September and had been bled of many af its

4-33
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resources. [t wazs at the end of a long and difsficult supplw

line and did not nave priority, In order fto relisguve some of

the resupply problem ones of the corp

[11]
wm
]
1)
w
a
0]
a
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o
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s
u}
3
"

Third Army had besn chopped to Seventh army =2 that it could

Be resupplied from the south, up the Loire from Marseille,

The enemy occupied the nest terrain, the high ground
along the Moselle, and occupied %11 the forts that commanded
the arex and had been inCoOrPOfated into the Maginot Line
defenses by the French. #s previously mentioned, the
downpour, the mud, and the swollen river certainly did not
favor a river crossing. With the advantages of terrain and

weather on their side, the Germans were not expecting an Army

attack

o

Cross a broad front an 3 Movember.

XX Corps contributed to the deception by working out &
detailed, comprehenzive plan for the capture of Meitz which
took into +ull account the need for suroprize. During ths
period 31 Qctober through 2 Movember, the newlw arrived #3%th
Infantry Divizion quietly replaced the weteran *0th Infantry
Division on the forward line. The ?3th mouved gquietly 1nta an

szemblv arezx far traxining and preparation $or the riuver

w
]

crossing.{4-437

The xXx Caorps plan alzo had the 3rd Cauvalrw Sroup
conducted viorouszs patrolling of the riverline fto denw the
enemy knowledae of the impending operatiaon., “d=ded wll
reconnal ssance made by the leaders of the 0tk Covizian were

4-34d
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made in wehicles

also  bec

(4-47)
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Bombardment was conducted in the #“xX Zorps aszault of the

Moselle.

To assist in assuring that the ?3th Division attained

[
[}
1

surprize in its rubber boxt assault crossings nortn of

Thionwille at Malling and Cattenom, kiaxlker, the X Corps

Commander ordered one battalion of the ?5th Diviszsion to

Dy
-t

canduct 3 diversionary crossing south of Thicnwille

Uckange.

Thus the 20th Division conducted an infantry assault
crossing of the Mosells River in rubber boat at night in the

rxin under flood conditions without an artillery creparation

-+
()
U

T

2ak of zand completel» surprized the enemy. Eight
battalionz of infantry crossed the Moselle in boats that day

with minimal losses to en

[yl

D
3
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n
N
“+
Q
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g
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n
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0]
0]

surprize had been

=0 well achnisved, German prisoners of war later revesaled that

g
hJ

the Germans beliewed that the 235th Divizsion (which had toured

the positione of the S5th Division earlier) was a composite of

the badly mauled 20th and Sth Infantry Divisionz. 4-4?2)

EREIDSIMG

The valiant

1

fforts of the engineers to put a pontoaon

treadway bridge in at Malling on 12 Movemoer were Srucial,

0 g
ad

Two tank destrovers were the only tank Killing szvsztemsz to g

across on thi 3 bridge before a furious German artiller
barrage and the zwwi$t current took the bridge cut,  These two
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tank desztroy

hQ

rs plaved a critical role in defeating &

i

tank—infantry counterattack by elements of the 25th PG
Division on 12 Movember. This snemy attack almost reached the
river before an American counterattack repulzed the German
effort destroving nearly a dozen armored weniclez and Killing

over q00 Sermans,

On 14 MNovember the 545 foot treadwavy briage at Cattencm

was complested and all organic division wehicles crasced on

this single bridge by 1500 hours that davr. When the wvioleant
German counterattacks began on the marning of 15 Movembsr the
tanksz and tank destroyers were available to help the

long—zuftering infantryman repulse the assaults, The 10th

Q]

Armored Division also crossed many 2lements on this bridge as

it exploited the syccesz of the ?Uth Infantrw Division.

L. QUTCOME

1

The outcome of this battle was, without 2 Hdoubt, & clear

tactical wictory for the $¥0th Infantry Divizion., “In elaven

°
3

dars and nights of continuous combat the 20th Infantry :
Divizion won a brilliant victory., Attacking asross a mador

river in the face of strongly manned fortifications which had
. . , . ®
been months in the making, it had achiesved complate tactical il
zZurprize and overrunning the first line of defense insured its A
maintenance on the far bank. In doing so, it had succesded In ;
. . . . ®
the triple combination of a night assault, « river crazsing R
and the pernstration of a fortified arex. Hampered by the worst -
\
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river conditions in historry and despite heawy resistance on

sides it had none the less deplored eight baxttalions in

P
—
——
[11)

the first 24 hours and had relentiessly driven forward to

gecure 1tz initial objectiuve,

v Y VW WYY VY v

It had assaulted and gQained in 50 hours the formidable
and offtime called impregnable Fort Koenigsmacker with (ts o
complete battalion garrison., It had reduced all Maginot
fortifications within its zone., Without the benifit of armor o
or antitank support it had seized and consolidated its
bridgehead, For four dare and nights 1t had maintained jtsels
without a bridge and had supplied itself across a mile and a L)

r<. It had withstood thres

"

fal+ of swirling, treacherous wat

g

W
-
B!
13
2
in
+
o
P

major counterattacks ¢ two in regimental

supported by armor ? and numerous

n

mxller ones, [ts infantry o
with indomitable courage and resolution, despite all handicaps

tablished behind it

1)

w

had gained each objective. With a bridge =

g

the Division had lashed out with renewed vigor and advanced

e o @

13
n
w
|
a

beyond expectations. From concrete 2mplac nts, trench

T

m

W

i

fortiftied houses it had taken 2100 prizconers. bWhen enemvy

(W R
-+,

defenses crumbled it wae primed for pursuyit - though 1t

J

tained 2300 -asuyalties in a week of constantly heavy

(1]

1

w
w
1 d

r

o
—

tighting, it =till possessed the dash and szpirit to advance
Kilometers to he final objective Iin the closing hours of the
operation, It had captured or destrored 25 tamks, 13 assault

guns, 75 artillery pieces, and over 200 vehicles. It had

accomplished suery xszsigned mizsian.”" (4-50)
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The reason for this tactical victory was attributable to t

2 number oFf factors the most important of which was that of .
- Y

tactical surprize. The Germans were not sxpecting a river . @
crossing tn this area due to the fact that ther occupisd the )
best terrain and the fact that the rainy weather conditions i
and the zwollen river did not favor szuch a crossing. When the N )
inttral attack came, the Germans originally thought that this ]
waz a feint, This thus allowed the attack to split the szeam of ]
4

the 415th Division and the 1?th UG Division which helped tao %

lead to thase units sventual down+tall,

ARother Key +actor in this tactical victory was the +fxct L)
that the main forces opposing the Americans were sSomewhat

depleted in z2trength and spread over wide frontages., The 414&th
Division was not capable of offensive action due to its ’
<
S
strength of 3500 men and they were on such extended frontages -]
]
4

that thev had all available battzalions on line on the davr of

the attack,

. - . . - - ‘

A third factor in this success+ul operation was of course \

the weather which did not favor a river crossing. Consequentiy ®,
the Germans were not expecting an attack in this sector, =
4

]

= . , )
Furthermore, there was also some luck involwved in this b
operation as the infantry was able to hold out on the far jﬁ

river bank for four davs and nights without armor

®

support. Also, 1t would be called Juck that the bridging which "
' 1

was completed on 12 Movember at Malling allowed for the ]
.~>:‘
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crossing of two tank destrovers just on time to help Sefeat

1 Z

(U]
hd
AI

- regimental counterattack by elements of the 23th F2 e

| Livision. Y

Finally, this victory can also be attributed to th

1 d

leaderzhip of the officers and non commissioned officers o+t

[ ‘.‘.’
ol a8

the #0th Division who 12d their cold, wet, hungry and tired

ritlemen constantly +orward.

| o
It can be said that the Germans lost because of their
inability to withstand the assault and their inability to
mount a formidable counterattack in time to repulse the ®
initial bridaehead. %
i
' I¥ one looks at the initix]l plan of the %0th Division, it ,’

can be said that this fight went according to plan with the
5 exception that, whereas the original operation was forecast to
last only two davs the operation actually took elewen dars.
This protracted operation was of course due to the flooding of

the Mose2lle Riwver which did not allow for the crossing of

[n]

ombat support and combat service support elements which were

)
D

eded a2 combat multipliers,

From the ewidence presented it seems as if the Americans
made better use of their Eaptured prisoners as at least gnce
the 3rd Battalion, 253th Infantry used intelligence acguired
from captured prisoners to ambush and annihilate a company
plus zize counterattack,.
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Finally, this opesration provided the spearhegad for th

o

;

kS
<

Corps advance which served as the starft of a full dress attack

MR 2

D URRUVSRITS ) SR

toward the Saar River,.

] . .
F VD

In shaort, this operation which was termed by General

A_’

R
PRPRINY S8

Pattan "as one of the epic river crossings in history did much

R GO/ — i

to redeem the Civision for their mediocre performance =arlier .j
in the wear in Mormandy. Vastly improved as a +fighting unit .
]
the Division was now considered one of the best in the Third j
Army. While it is true that the enemy forces which opposed'the E
|
; 70th Division often were poor, it must be remembered that q
] elements of the Division had met and defeated troops of ons of ,?
L the crack German Divisions on the western front i.e. the 235th
* PZ Division and had fought through terrain of considerable o
; natural difficulty, made worse by autumn rains." (4-51) ;
g "It was the Moselle crossing which called upon the !
Division to display the full gxtent of its versatility and of ‘
courage. It required the prompt and unerring application of i
every lesson learned in the previous months of combat. It canm .
be zaid unegquivocally that the demands were mzt in +uil E
s
measure with the operation being an unqualiti=d success.” _:
o
: (4-52) -1
. 1
o
}
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CHAPTER S - ASSESS THE SIGNIFICANMCE OF THE ACTION

The Moselle River crossing by the 90th Infantry Division
proved successful from several points. First, the river cross-
ing at night caught the Germans completely by surprise. Second,
in spite of the flash flooding which prevented the division
from reinforcing the eight assaulting infantry battalions with
armor, artillery, and tank destroyers, it was able to check the
initial German counterattacks. This was accomplished by using
organic mortars, airlifted supplies, and corps artillery fires
from the opposite side of the river. Except for the brief pen-
etration of the ?0th’s line by a German armor force, the divi-
sion was able to maintain the integrity of the crossing site
and bridgehead. Finally, after being reinforced with field-
pieces, tanks, and tank destroyers, the division initiated the

attack that captured Fort Konigsmacher,

The immediate tactical value of the crossing and the es-
tablishment of the bridgehead was that it allowed XX Corps to
move the 10th Armored Division across the Moselle River, pass
through the 90th Division and swiftly capture small towns and
strong points to the east. This rapid advance caused the Ger-
mans to react quickly against the US triangle of forces which
was rapidly groqing in the Moselle-Saar River area. The Ger-

mans reinforced with two divisions, a panzer division from the
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south and an infantry division that had been in front of the

idle US 83rd Division., The attacks made by the Third US Army
and its reduction of the Saar Pocket had become a serious men-
ace to the Germans. It not only threatened the Germans immed-
iate front, but also (It was later discovered.) threatened Hit-
ler’s concentrations of troops and supplies being accumulated

in the Eifel for the coming Ardennes Offensive.

The actions of the ?0th Division, in concert with the XX
Corps plan to capture Metz, accomplished several objectives.
The division had successfully crossed the Moselle River and es-
tablished a briagehead under the most adverse weather condi-
tions, captured Fort Konigsmacher, destrored the guns at Hack-
enburg, broke through the Maginot Line, and 1inKed up with the
Sth Infantry Division to isolate and surround the German forces
in Metz. Strategically, the crossing operation accomplished
very little. The only courses of action that would have ser-
iously upset Hitler’s plans would have been an advance by
Patton to the Rhine River or an advance up the Moselle Valley
towards Trier. However, the Moselle Valley was considered far
too narrow for the movement of an army and, at the start of the
battie, the 90th Division had an unprotected flank towards Lux-
embourg in the north., Additionally, there were no US divisions

available to support a strike towards Trier or the Rhine.

One thing the Moselle crossing proved was the fine fight-

ing quality of the American soldier, The battle was fought
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without the benefit of 1imitless logistical and combat support,
tl: in frequently appalling conditions, and against a desperate and

determined enemy.

The significance of the operation is not that it created
new tactics or resulted in important lessons learned. The bat-
tle’s importance in military history is its role in reaffirming
several basic principles of tactics. It showed that bold, im-
aginative, and thoroughly coordinated plans coupled with good
intelligence, and executed by well led small units can be de-

cisive.

The operation is a classic example of the proper use of
operations security and deception. While there is evidence
that the German Army headquarters Knew of an impending attack,
the front line German units were completely surprised. Care-
ful troop movements, especially at night; judicious movement
and camouflage of bridging equipment; and a well planned decep-

tion effort were Key to this success.

Addi tionally, the river crossing followed US doctrine of
the times and is an example of how to prepare for such an oper-
ation., The division was given time to train and rehearse with
attached elements, particularly the engineer units. Although
weather caused serious problems in crossing the river, the
advantage of prior preparations was significant in mitigating

the effect of the swollen Moselle on the final outcome of the




battle.

Finally, the 90th Division’s crossing of the Moselle River
provides an excellent example of a well planned night operation
which exploited adverse weather conditions to achieve tactical
surprise. This initial surprise allowed the division to estab-
lish a momentum which carried the attacking units until armor
and artillery could be brought across the river to reinforce
defenses against armored German counterattacking forces. How-
ever, the 90th Division was extremely fortunate that the Ger-
mans were unable or unwilling to commit an armor-heavy count-

erattack against the light US forces across the Moselle.

Once the 90th Division had been adequately reinforced with
armor and artillery, they initiated a#n attack which finally
linked up with the Sth Infantry Division to surround the German
forces in Metz., This last phase of the operation was charact-
erized by well coordinated attacks, commitment of reserves in
sufficient strength and at the decisive times, and an armor
heavy pursuit which prevented orderly enemy withdrawal or de-

struction of Key bridges.
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