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The S1pish LeaUW ZofCIclaY Wet (PRT I) 18 cWof the t*$
deasvmd cooperativelyby the lasraml Rsearch Section an the AMq
Lagae ficool, Uwi:e detailed tinfrmtici abou t takgow oft

test a" the operationial problems involved Is gie in PASB Report No. 9 6
i l Rpt on liet Lauage Proficiency Tests.

POPULATION STUDIED

Seven thousead 5penisi Language Prof ioieny Teat anowr sheets war
returned to the Persnnl Riesearch Section between 6 April 1950 an 12 -

j.February 3.951.* Approiaxtely cs thouand amower shoots were useless
for stu4 since tese paper& wee alost ompletely vold of responses.
This group was probably c~qpoed of Spauish-opeaking iadlviduals who
knv little or no ftglieh and of persos ose knmov3.48 of Spanish vas,

S extreel4 poor. tice these m could not feasibly be used orati all
the resulting usable comes were considered representative of the popula-

SIca climing~ knovledes of the langiago~. A sample of %12 subjects was
selected from the total number of usable movwer asets. 2 he represents-
tiveisas of the smple distribution for the parent population wa hobo
by the chi-square technique. A probability btween .80 and .90 that
difforemo as large or larger then those exiletna between the saple
end population distribution could have occurred by chume va ioumd. The
sumpls for mny cn part, hovever, included only those individuals' results
*o attempted at least a mexini nier of items in each port to be in-
cluded I& the emple for the particular part. Mhws, %2 claimants
examined net thits standard on Parts I and 11, 1,8 on Part mal, an )73
cc Purt IV. For additional Inforamtim cc sagpling see a,9, Itport No. 92 .

Since the me in Mhich facility in Spanish Is acquired in the
S United States varies fvom learning on the street level to learning In

~ ~the higbast educational level, it may b e expected that a wide rane of
proficiency in ability to "tuiderstand" "read," end "wit.e the laguage
would be observed.

-i
F1OISULTh AND ZXICSCU ION

Table 1 show the mea end standard deviations (S.D.) or the various
QM parts of the bpaanah Language Proficiency Test. The mean-part sco-es of

distribution ju 'IT g3r1i~T
tI .,
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w 2~. i 1.1 for ta ill in undertanding (Parts I ad 11) an factlitr
in witing (Part IT) respeotvello aobv that the"e parts ware samhat

diffiout for tk. groug tested. fte mesm sow*. (7.7) of the goup on
Part XI bowever, Indicates this part wa at avere 4.ifticlty for
th n. As Is the other Un e, so stateet ci be ade as to %bother
the semsuig ves-part sores we psoduct of the inherent difficulty
of the testp or of the mature of the smal..

Sbs perseteps of test populatica rated Flsmt, Ylar, or Poor om
the b asis of a eom oaersics table are presented In Table 5. 22ie
parventape of the populslam rate& as Ein are 7.2% In Parts I ssA
n 43I. 3. is Part II ad 16.% la Part IV. MbD relativel i h Fropm-

I I~~o gay cne osr of .th o owi .ators to po ta v. i. i

I t4ti.o ImAividual ated 2 I Pat II (fciit in trc3r]a be due

(1) Mw goup rated Plumt In facility to understand actually
poe te eqie Ile tt ePeS t euired l UMY.

(2) Pert in Ie too easy a" do" t adequately reprrsent the
true levels of prof Icietcy required

(h teMW cutting score iL too loN

No evIduo favoring Wc of these wipanatimas is. presently available,

2here appears to be scm overlap in vhat the different parts of the
test masures. Table 2 shows the sme pattern of lateroorrelaticm be -
tween parts as "on fr all oter .am~ tests. As in other t.tes
analyzed, It would appear that this is due s. to the fuactioeal relation-
ship between mu erda g, %wAdlg," ad w"wtiag" than inept test
makina. So statement, am be made about what is measured by achi part of
the text.

DiserIl Grrelatic coefficients betwen each part end i t compeant
Item were computedl aw exception we that the ccuztwnd acores of Parts I
sad n served as te part scare with wih Itu .i Part I an part n were
correlated. Theb. hghst an lowent twenty percent of the biserial dIstribu-
ticme are Indloated in Talble 3. It mast be noted, that all but :Item 8, 12# 19,
21,. an 25 In Parts I and 110 and Item 104 In Part IT are si~if iaantly re-
lated toyound the .001 level of ccafidence to their caawat parts, Ratries
in Table 3 for Part III of the test have been ositted. 8Slco the timied naturc

* of the test with the rosulting emission of Itsu teads to Increase the
maM~Ittds of the 'biserial correlatiosas, It was felt that sqy comparl.&W
between these values would be misleading. All the obtained biserial,
values for the Item In. Part InI of this teat woro foud to be statiscal-
ly different from zwo at the .001 level of comfidaoe

In an effort to determine which Item appear to be *.asj" " "hard"
for this ample, ressoalle standarda for the proportion of individuals
answering each Item correctly vere sougbt.
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CILMIxn AMD SWAM OF SM

1. 2be pmih la14~e O"IlMMa &PeWM to tiod parts I ~tam Part inlbelow med~m &Mticultjr W103 par% IV MW of aveaa 4t1u1-ty for the gowa

2. Thu, IaLW oa l a *kat the Various pete of the teat mneow*.

the test.LavJ~
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