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0 wa~~~/lb and a capacity degradation of less than 10% after one month of storage
t 160~ F. .3

We carried- out a systematic investigation of the system in an effort to define the
intrlns l~ performance capabilities as well as the limitations of the system . Our
basic approach was two told:

(a) Optimizatio~ of the system in order to achieve all the above perforrnan i e
goals in a hermetic~~iy sealed D cell structure , and

(b) the identification and definition of problems associated with the systel
and the development of approaches to solve these problems .

We showed that all the above objectives can be met by the hermetic Ll/SOC 12
D cells developed by us .  In fact , the low rate D cells developed by us on a
separate program delivered capacities of 18 A .Hr at a constant voltage of 3. 5
volt corresponding to an energy density of 290 WHr/lb and 20 WHr/in 3 a t low
drains ( 0 .0 1—0 . 03A) . High rate cells routinely delivered 12 A. Hr at 1 .OA drain
corresponding to energy density of 156 WHr/lb and 11 WHr/i n 3 .

However , we found that the system suffered from two Inherent deficiencies:

(a) A voltage delay , particularly at low temperatures after high tempera-
ture storage .

(b) A chemical instability that led to an explosion hazard , particularly
on shorting and forced as well as on resistive load overdischarg e .

We studied the voltage—delay problem in su f f f r i ent  deta il to define its underlyinc
causes and developed several methods for alleviating it . Lowering the electro-
lyte salt (LiA1C14 ) concentration as well ar a partial discharge alleviated the
voltage delay to an extent that the cells show no voltage delay after a storage
of 1 month at 72°C and test at —30°C at currents of 0 . 2 5 , 1.0 and 3 . O A . We
consider the problem to be essentially solved for all practica l purposes .

We Investigated the explosion hazard problem in a phenomenological manner .
First we established the conditions under which the hermetic Li/SOC12 D cells
explode. Then we attempted to develop ways and means to prevent the explosior
We found that the lowering of the rate capability may not prevent cell explosions
as long as the cell could get hot enough by other extraneou s circumstances such
as high tempera ture storage , heavy insulat ion of the cell wall and so.on . We
found tha t low pressure venting is an effective way of preventing cell explosions
on external shorts . However , this approach was ineffective in preventing ex-
plosions from forced overdlscharge . Also , on occasion the cells exploded on
resistive load overdischarge . A completely discharged battery , while sitting on
the shelf at 25°C , may also explode quite unexpectedly . This Is of concern
since it is impossible to prevent resistive load overdischarge and/or storage of
partially and/or completely discharged batteries in normal use.  We believe that
this problem needs to be solved before the field use of the system can be recom-
mended particularly in regard to D size cells .

We carried out DTA (Differential Thermal Analysis) studies of the chemical
compounds and their mixtures that may be present in a partially discharged
Li/SOd 2 cell and Identified the exothermic reactants that might either Initiate
or propagate an explosive reaction in the system . We also found a plausible
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mechanism for the observed spontaneous explosion of partially discharged
cell on s torage .

Experimental results of DTA of discharged D cell s suggested a method of de-
activating the discharged D cells for preventi ng the spontaneous explosion on
casual storage . The efficacy of the approach is yet to be ascertained .
Substantial  experimental support has also been obtaine d for the “ hot spot theory
of the cell explosion .
Several empirical approaches to improve the abuse resistance of the hermetic
D cells on reversal has been successfully tried , and several safe design features
were identified .

All the progra m tasks have been completed on schedule .

a —~~~~~~~~~ .~~
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1. Introduction

The Li/SOC12 Inorganic electrolyte system (1—4 ) is one of the highest
energy density systems known to date . The system consists of a Li anode , a
carbon cathode and a LiA1C14-SOC12 electrolyte; SOC12 acts both as solvent
and as cathod e active material . The Li anode is prevented from reacting with
the SOC12 by virtue of the formation of a LiC1 protective film on the Li as soon as
it contacts the LiA1C14—SOC 12 electrolyte according to the reaction .

Li + SOC12 
- 2LiCl + SO (1)

All the experimental facts (5) available to date suggest the reaction (1) as the
primary cell reaction . The bi-radical SO is unstable and usually dimerize and
then decompose to S ÷ SO2 according to

2SO —-—--p’ (SO) 2 (2)

(SO) 2 
-
~~~ S + SO2 (3)

SO may undergo other possib~e chemical reactions to produce other by-products .

The obj ect of this program is to devel op sealed primary lithium-inorganic
electrolyt e “D ” size cells which are operable and storable over the temperature
range —40 (—40°C ) to 160°F (72° C). &nals of 150 WHr/lb at a 30 hr rate , with peak
power density of 50 W/lb and a capacity degradation of less than 10% after one
month of storage at 160°F were sought .

We carried out the following tasks under this program .

Task I - Component Capability and Des~g~

The purpose of this phase of the program is to obtain data on: (L) material
compatibility , (b) cell optimization with respect to electrode and electrolyte
composition and (c) pressure build—up , all of which are necessary for the design
of the “D” cells .

We used an accelerated test for the material compatibility studies. Also,
we used a non—hermetic ‘C’ size cell for the optimization and the pressure build-
up studies , as the tooling and the parts needed to fabricate this cell werealready
available in the laboratory .

Task II - Constn.zction of Sealed Portable Battery Cell Prototype

The object of this phase of the program was to develop a D cell and to
characterize its performance capabilities at variou s tempera tures , fresh and
after storage at temperatures up to 160°F (72 °C) .

I
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We chose to use a hermetically sealed D cell with a welded top
and a G/M seal terminal instead of a crimp sealed cell because of the chemically
corrosive and physiologically harmful nature of the Sod 2 vapor . We chose to
use a Ni can instead of a stainless steel can because of the possible contamina-
tion of Fe , which was known to aggravate the voltage-delay of the system . We
demonstrated the high energy density capability and the good capacity retention
on storage of these hermetic D cells . -

Task III - Study of Voltage-Delay Problem

We showed (4) before the start of the program that the voltage-delay
(a phenomenon of instantaneous voltage depression on load and a slow recovery)
is a potential problem with this system . We established (4) that the problem
was due to the formation of L1C1 film on Li , a process which is enhanced by the
duration and the temperature of the storage . The object of this task was to
develop ways and means to alleviate the problem . We pursued both an empirical
and a phenom enological approach consisting of studying the morphology and the
growth rate of the LiC1 film on Li as a function of the various electrolyte variables.
As a result of this study we were able to alleviate the problem to an extent that
the cells may be suitable for many applications .

Task lv — Safety Studies. Development of Protection Against Short Circuit
and Thermal Runaway

The he imetic D cell s were found to explode on short circuiting and forced
overdischarge as well as on high rate discharge and on casual storage at ambient
temperature in a partially or completed discharged state . The object of this task
was to develop ways and means to render the cells safe under normal use and
abuse conditions. We pursued a physical approach consisting of the use of a
low pressure vent and showed that  it was possible to prevent cell explosion from
abuses such as shorting by means of a low pressure vent .

Task V — Thermochemical Studies of Pressure Producing Reactions

We carried out DTA (Differential Thermal Analysis) of chemical con-
sti tuents as well as of the whole D cells and identified the chemicals which
could initiate and/or propagate a thermal runaway . The results also suggested
possible approaches of deactivating discharged cell so that it may not explode
on casual storage. -

Task Vt - Local Internal Heating of D Cells (To Test the “Hot Spot” Theory
of Cell Explosion)

We demonstrated that It was possible ~o set off a thermal runaway of
a discharged D cell by local heating more easily than of a fresh cell , and as
such the results supported the “ hot spot” theory of cell explosion .

In addition , severa l empirical approaches were developed , based on
our knowledge of the system from the above studies , to alleviate the explosion

2
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hazard on reversal , that may occur in a multicell battery during normal use .
The approaches were evaluated using the hermetic D cells . The results were
found to be encouraging .

All the above tasks were completed and major portions were reported
in thirteen reports and an interim report . We have included all of tha t  and the
additional work carried out on Tasks V and VI in this Final Report .

3
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2. Task I - Component Capability and Design

2 . 1 Material Compatibility Studies

This work was designed primarily to obtain information on the chem ical
stability of the cell construction materials with the inorganic electrolyte , 1 . 5( M)
LiA1C14—SOC 19 .  Two types of materials were examined: (i) Metallic materials ,
f o r  use on cell can , current collectors , cell terminals and so forth . (ii) Insulat-
ing materials , to be used as separators , insulators , sealants , etc . The compati-
bility of the materials was determ ined qualitatively by an accelerated test involv-
ing refluxing of the specimens of the various materials in 1 . 5(M) LIA 1C14 -SOCI 2
electrolyte at a temperature of 85°C (185°F) for approximately one month followed
by a microscopic examination of the specimens for degradation . This
test cond ition was considered to be severe enough so that the materials wh i rTh

passed the test were expected to withstand the storage requirements of the
cells .

2 . 1 . 1  Experimental

2 . 1 .1 . 1 Materials: Metallic materials were procured as foil , sheet
and tube form from Uniform Tube Corporation . Preliminary test tube experim ents
in our laboratory have shown that metals such as Cu , Fe , cold rolled steel are
unstable in this electrolyte even at 25°C.  These were excluded from further tests .
It was also observed that a meta l such as Al was stable by itself in the inorganic
electrolyt e at 25°C but corroded severely when in contact with carbon; most likely
due to the local cell reaction . Ni was found to be stable even in contact with
carbon . For this reason , all the metallic materials were spot welded to a carbon
electrode on Ni grid (these are identical to the cathodes used for the “C” si ze
cells described later) and then refluxed in the inorganic electrolyte.

The insulating ma terials were tested in sheet , nonwoven fabric ,
and molded grommet forms . Several types of rubbers were included in this test .

2 . 1 . 1 .2 Electrolyte: LIA1C14 was prepared in the laboratory by melt-
ing equimolar mixture of pre-dried LiC1 (Foote M ineral) and AlCl 3 (Fluka , iron
and water free , Columbia Organic Chem ical Co.) in argon atmosphere according
to a method described elsewhere (1 , 6).

SOC12 was purified by distillation . The distilled product was
colorless .

The 1 .5(M) solutions of LiA1C14 in SOC12 were prepared by
dissolving pre—weighed amounts of LIA1C14 in SOd 2 in a vo1ur1~etric flask . The
electrolyte solutions were colorless to very light amber in appearance .

4



2 . 1 . 1 . 3 Refluxing Set—up : Refluxing of specimens of the various
materials was carried out in pyrex one liter round bottom flasks fit ted with a
water cooled refluxing condenser . The exit tube of the condenser was connected
to a glass tube (by means of a “ T” joint)  through which a stream of argon was
passed continuously . In this manner , entry of air Into the flask during refluxing
was prevented . Sufficient amount of electrolyte was added to the flask to ensure
that all the specimens were submerged in the liquid . -

2 . 1 1 .4 Examination of the Specimens: At the completion of refluxing
for a definite p”riod of tim e , the specimens were removed from the flask and were
thoroughly washed with water to remove the electrolyte . These were examined
under a microscope in order to detect any sign of corrosion or any form of phys i-
cal changes that could occur as a result of chemical reactions with the electrolyte .

2 . 1 . 2  Results and Discussion

The results of the compatibility tests of the  metallic materials are
shown in Table 1 . It appears that all the metals and alloys tested are compatible
with the inorganic electrolyte with the exception of Ni—clad steel . It is interest-
ing to note that the steel is dissolved from the exposed edges leaving the Ni foil
intact . This suggests that steel may still be used in this system provided it is
completely covered with nickel . Nickel plated steel cans are useable for short—
term tests . The metals and alloys shown in Table I which were found to be
stable in the electrolyte in contact with the carbon cathode , are also expected
to be stable in contact with the Li anode as these are not expected to underg o
spontaneous electrochemical alloying (7) with Li . Therefore , these metals and
alloys should be useable as current collectors for both the Li anal e and the carbon
cathode for the inorganic electrolyte battery .

The results of the compatibility tests of the insulating materials as
shown in Table 2 , indicate that glass , Teflon and Kel—F are the only materials
that are stable in the inorganic electrolyte.

Viton rubber , although found to be unstable at 85°C,  was found to
be stable at 25 °C for 30 days .

2 .2 Optimization Studies

It was shown by several workers (1 , 2 , 4) that the LLt ½lCl4— SO Cl 2 in-
organic electrolyte system was superior to other known oxychioride systems in
term s of the electrochemical performance of the experimental battery . Behl et
al (1) studied a variety of carbon blacks as the substrate for the cathod e and
found that Shawinigan Black was the best . Teflon was used as a binder for the
carbon black cathod e and was found to be compatible with the inorganic electro-
lyte . We showed earlier that the only sepa rator material that was stable in the
system was the glass filter paper . N i was found to be a stable current collector
material suitable for both the Li anode and the carbon cathode . Based on this
background info rmation , we chose the following specific system for the optimiz-
ation studies:

5



TA R r . [  1

Compatibility Studies of Metallic Material with 1.5 (M) LLAICI4—SOC12
Inorganic Electrolyte at 85°C (185° F)

Metal l ic  Mater ia l s  Duration of Ref luxing Condit ion of the Sample s
at 85°C (days) After Refluxing

Ni Span C 47 Discolored in contact with air

No sign of corrosion

)\ M—35 0 47 “ “ “

J”J j / \  47 ,, ,, ,, II

52 alloy 47 “ “ “ “

N i  — ( 9 9 .5 %) 47 “ “ “

Inconel 70 2 4 7 “ “ “

Inconel 750 47 “ “ “

!nconel 625 47 “ “ “

Invar 47 “ “ ‘I

K—Monel 47

Incoloy 800 47 “ ‘

304 Stainless 45 “ “ “

316 Sta inless 45 “ “ “

M onel 40 0 45 “ “ “ U

Inconel 60 0 45 “ “ U

Incor iel 60 1 33 “ “ “

302 Stainless  33 ‘ “ “ “

Molybdenum 33 Remained shiny in a ir

No corrosi on

T a n t a l u m  33 “ U

N i c l d d  s tee l  sheet (edges Steel com pletely dissolved ,

not cn~’ern i by Ni)  32 Ni  par t  
in tact 6



TABLE 2

Compa t ib i l i t y  Studies  of Ins u la t ing  M ate r ia l s  wi th  1 . 5 ( M )  LLAI CI 4 —SO C12
Inorganic Electrolyt e at 85°C (185 ° F)

Insu la t ing  Mater ia l s  Durat ion of Refluxi n g Condit ion of the $~ mples
a t 85°C (days) After  Ref lux in g

1) ‘Webril ’ flOflWOVefl PO’Y 47 Complete d i s in tegra t ion
propylene fabr ic

2) ‘Celguard ’ polypropylene film 47

3) Ulass f i l te r paper 47 Good , no change

4) Epo xy G-10: Epoxy f i l led fiber— 33 Glass fabric OK; Epoxy
glass wove n fabr ic  d i s i n t e q ra t e d

5) Polyprop ylen e sh~ et 4~ Dark anu b r i t t l e

6) PVC sheet 46 Complete d i s in tegr a t ion

7) CPV C sheet 46

8) AB S sheet 4 6

9) Ple xiglass sheet 33

10) R ulon rod (a type of teflon) 27 Good , no change

11) KeJ -F rod 27 Good

12) Te flon rod 27 Good , no change

13) Bu t yl  rubbe r(60 d) 15 Dis in tegra ted

14) Neopre ne rubber (50 d) 15

15) Ne oprene ru bbe r (7 0 d) 15

16) Sili cone rubber 15

17) Vi to n rubber (70 d) 15 Cracked

7 
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Li anode , SOCI 2 solvent and depolarizer , LLA 1C1 electrolyte salt ,
Teflon bonded Shawinigan Black cathode on Ni exmet an~ glass fi l ter  paper
separator .

The parameters which need to be defined in the above system are:

1) concentration of LiA1C14
2) purity or source of LiA1O14
3) Teflon content of the Shawinigan Black cathode.

Therefore , the optimization studies were carried out with respect to the above
three pa ram eters . A factorial matrix was set up using three levels of LIAICI 4
concentration , two sources of LiA1C14 and three levels of Teflon content . This
is shown in Table 3

The test vehicle chosen for the above factorial experiment was a “C”
size cell for which most of the hardware and the tooling was already available
from our Li/SO2 battery programs . At least 4 cells were made under each con-
dition and were tested at currents of 0 .1, 0 .3 , 0 .5  and 1 .0 Amp . All the cells
were designed so that the cathode was the capacity limiting electrode. The
experimental detail s are presented below .

2 . 2 . 1 Experimenta l

2 . 2 . 1 . 1  Cell Design: A cut out view of the “C”  cell (OD = 0. 94” ,
Ht . = 2 .00”) is shown in Figure 1. A Nt—plated cold rolled steel can was used
as a cell conta iner . The Li anode (7 .5” x 1.5” ) ,  the carbon cathode (8” x 1. 5”)
and the glass filter paper separator were wound into a tight roll and were packaged
in the cell can . The electrode terminals in tl~ form of Ni tabs were spot welded
to the cell can and the cell top respectively . The cell top comprised a flat Ni
washer with a hole at the center which served as electrolyte fill port and as
vent . The hole was closed with a viton rubber septum . The Ni top was placed
on a viton rubber grommet and an Ni support ring which was placed on the beaded
inner wall of the cell can , and the cell top was crimp sealed .

The cells were filled with the electrolyte by means of a hypo-
dermic needle which was pierced through the rubber septum . The cells were
evacuated prior to the electrolyte filling . A Ni tab was spot welded on the cell
top to keep the rubber septum in position during discharg e when the cell pressure
Increased . If an abnormal pressure build up were to occur , the cell would vent
through the hole after breaking the tab under high pressur e . In spite of this
precaution , of two cells , one cell exploded 0 .91 mm . after deliberate external
shorting , and the other cell vented 1.31 mm . after the shorting test .

2 . 2 . 1 . 2 Li-Anode: The Li anodes were made from 0. 022 ’ thick Li
foil (Foote) and were pressed on a Ni grid .

2 . 2 . 1 . 3  Carbon-Cathode: The carbon cathodes were made by pasting
Shawinigan Carbon and an appropriate amount of Colloidal Teflon (du Pont) in
water on the NI exmet (Exmet Corporation) employing t h e  facility used for the

8



TABL E 3

Extended Factorial Matrix for the Optimization Studies

Teflon Content LPS Electrolyte Foote Electrolyte
Wt % Conc . of LLAICI4 Conc . of LIA1C14

0.5(M) 1.0 (M) 1.5(M) 2 .0 (M)  0 .5(M )  1.0(M) 1.5(M)

O.1A O.IA O. IA 0.IA 0.lA O.1A O.1A

10° O.3A 0.3A O.3A 0.3A 0.3A O.3A 0.3A
0.5A 0. 5A O. 5A 0 .5A O.5A O.5A 0.5A
1.OA l .OA l .OA l .OA l .OA 1.OA l .OA

0.IA O.1A O. 1A 0.IA 0.IA 0.1A . 0.lA

20°/ 0.3A 0. 3A 0.5A 0.3A 0. 3A 0.3A 0.3A
0.5A 0.5A 0.5A 0.5A O.5A 0.5A 0.5A
l .OA l.OA l. OA l .OA l .OA 1.OA l .OA

0.IA 0.IA 0.IA 0.IA 0.IA O.IA 0.lA

30° 0.3A 0.3A 0.3A 0.3A 0.3A O.3A 0.3A
0.5A 0,5A 0.5A 0.5A 0.5A 0.5A 0.5A
1.OA l .OA l.OA l.OA 1.OA l .OA l .OA

9
- -- - •- -- ~~~~ -~~~~- - --- -~~~~~~~--



Ni TAB -—- _
\SEPTUM \ \

Ni TOP 

~~~ 
‘
\
\ \\

GASKET -—

~~~

——

~~

Ni SUPPORT RING 

~~~~~~ { 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 2 E ~~~~
J

~~::I~~I
T
~~ _~~~~ 

~~~~~ ~~~~~~~

- -  ThJ

SEPA RATOR ——~~~~~~~~~

CATHODE 1

STE EL CAN —-___ 
_ _ _

Fig. 1 Cut-out View of the Inorganic Electrol yte “ C ’ Cell

10



construction of carbon cathodes for Li/SO2 batteries . The electrodes were
vacuum dried according to the method described by Behl et al (1) . Each
cathode was weighed and the weight of the carbon mix was controlled wi thin
1.65 ±0 .2 gm . for each cell . Ni tabs were spot welded to one end of the
electrodes prior to its transfer to the dry box (Vacuum Atmosphere) .

2 . 2 . 1 . 4 CellAssembly : The cells were assembled in the argon
filled dry box employing pre-dried glass filter paper separators , the carbon
cathodes , and the Li anodes . The cells were removed from the dry box after
closing them with the rubber gromm eted Ni cell top and were immediately crimped .

2 .2 . 1 . 5 Electrolyte: Two types of electrolytes were used for the
optimization studies: (a) as prepared in our laboratory referred to as LPS electro—
lyte , described earlier; and (b) as prepared from LIA1C14 received from Foote ,
referred to as Foote electrolyte . The latter type of electrolyte was prepared by
dissolving known quantities of Foote LiA1C14 in aistilled Sod 2 . The color of
this electrolyte was deep purple and it left an organic residue on the glass
vessels after it was washed with water . The chemical composition of this
residue has not been determined . However , it is soluble in Cd 4. The LPS
electrolyte , on the other hand , was colorless to light amber in appearance and
did not leave any residue on the glass after washing with water .

The electrolytes were stored and dispensed from an all—
glass (Pyrex) system . The weight of electrolyte added to each cell was recorded
and was controlled to within 20 ±2 gms.

2 . 2 .1 .6 Cell Testing: The cells were tested at 25°C within 8 hours
of cell filling at constant currents of 0 .1, 0 .3 , 0 .5 and 1.0 A for each condi-
tion of cell construction . In addition , some cells were tested at — 30°C at
0 .3 Amp . The cell potential was recorded as a function of time and the cell
capacities were determined to a 2 .0 volt cut off .

2 . 2 . 2  Results and Discussion

The results of the factorial experiments are presented in Table 4 .
The first 4 cells numbering 8 , 19 , 21 and 22 were all tested at 0 .5 A in order
to check the variability of the cell . This was found to be quite satisfactory
(standard deviation 0 .085  AHr) . The capacities of the cells at various cur-
rents are shown in the next to the last column . The capacities/gm . of carbon
mix In the cathode were also calculated and are shown in the last column .

Typical discharge curves of the “C” cells made under one condition
and discharged at 0,1, 0.3, 0,5 and 1.0 A are shown in Fig . 2. The cells showed
very fla t discharge curves and no voltage delay . This was expected as the cells
were tested within eight hours of cell filling . The cel l capacity was chosen as
the primary resp nse in the factorial experiments . The detailed statistical
analysis of the data are available in the first quarterly report (19) . According
to the analysis, the variables: current (I), source of electrolyte salt (S).
electrolyte concentration (C) and Teflon content (T) were all found to be significant .
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Among the possible interactions of the above variables , the electrolyte
source/electrolyte concentration interaction was found to be the most
significant . The analysis of the capacity/gm. of carbon data yielded
Identical conclusions. The optimum cell performance was realized with

1(M) LPS electrolyte and 10% Teflon in the cathode .

The cell capacity (Q) -current (I) data were also analyzed
employing a method developed by Selim and Bro (8) where the capacity -
current data were fitted to the equation:

(I \ C
— 

Q tanh~ B )  (4)
°

~B)

Where Q , B and C are empirical constants which represent : ( Q )  the
maximum 0cell capacity , (B) the current below which the capacity begins
to decrease rapidly and (C) the accommodation coefficient which is a
measure of how readily the battery can accommodate high discharge rates.
The fit of the experimental Q-I data of the “C” cells made under the
various conditions to the above expression was found to be satisfactory .
The efficacy of this type of analysis has been successfully demonstrated
for all types of commercial batteries (8) including the Li/SO2 organic
electrolyte batteries (9) . A few typical Q—Log I plots of the inorganic
electrolyte “C” cells are shown in Fig . 3 through Fig . 5. Figure 3
compares the Q-Log I plots of cells made with LPS and Foote electrolytes
with 10% teflon and 1(M) electrolyte . Figure 4 compares the cell per--
formance at three levels of Teflon content for 1(M) LPS electrolyte and
Figure 5 shows the cell performance at three concentrations of LPS elec-
trolyte with 10% Teflon content in the cathode .

The general conclusions are as follows:

(i) The optimal cathod e composition is 90% carbon with
10% Teflon binder by weight , and

(ii) The optimal electrolyte concentration is 1.OM L 1AICI 4prepared in the Laboratory by melting anhydrous L1C1 and AIC 13 (LPS type) ,

The above conclusions were based on the performance of
the fresh “C” cells tested at 25°C .  Whether the conclusion will be valid
for tests at temperature s other than 25°C and for storage under varioL s
temperature s is yet to be determined .

No attempt has been made to analyze the limited amount
of data available for the low temperature (-30°C) performance of the cells.
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2 . 3  Pressure Build —Up Studies

The purpose of this  study was to determine the internal pressure
which was generated during the discharge of the cells in order to design a
structurally sound “D” cell which would be able to withstand such pressure s
without mechanical rupture .

2 .3 - 1 Experimental

The “C” cells made for the optimization studies were modified
as shown in Figure 6. The modified “C” cells had an aluminum top (5)
which was electrically insulated from bot h the anod e and the cathode and
acted as a built-in reference electrode . The rubber septum (3) was tightly
held in the aluminum top so that it provided a good seal . The Ni wire (4)
passing through the rubber septum acted as a terminal of the battery . The
cell bottom was drawn to form a protrusion (10) . A male nut (8) was
soldered around the protrusion. A “tap a can ” valve (12) with a pressure
gauge ( 11) was attached to the cell. All these parts were nickel plated
both inside and out . After the discharg e of the cells , they were inverted
bef ore the needle valve knob (9) was turned to puncture the protrustion of
the cell , thereby connecting the pre ssure gauge with the cell interior .
This particular set-up was designed to prevent exposure of the standard
commercially available pressure gauges to the corrosive cell electrolyte during
the discharge of the cells.

Three cells were made according to the above design and were
discharged at 0 .5  A to 2 .0  volt cutoff at temperatures of 56° , 25° , and -30°C,
and internal cell pressures were measured at 25° C.

2 . 3 .2  Results and Discussion

The results are shown in Table 5. The gauge pressure of the
cells increased with an increase in the temperature of discharge. The inter
al void volume of the “C” cells was approximately 3 cc and the measured
Internal volume of the pressure gauge , the valves and tI’E connecting tubes,
was 5 cc. If the pressure is due to SO 2 generated during the cell discharg e
according to the cell reaction

4L 14-2S0C12 —b’ 4LiCl+S+S02 
(5)

the actual cell pressure will be only slightly higher than the gauge pressure
and the maximum pressure will be the pressure of liquid SO2 at 25°C which
Is approximately 55 PSI. From the point of view of designing “D” cells
which can withstand such pressure , we do not anticipate any unusual
problems , since the existing organic electrolyte batteries that are being
manufactured by P. R .  Mallory are capable of withstanding several hundred
PSI before any cell venting . We plan to incorporate available Mallory
technology In the inorganic electrolyte “D” cell design .
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TABLE 5

Internal Pressure of the Inorganic Electro1~, 1:e ‘ Cell Af te r  Discharg e*

Cell Discharg e Temp . Discharge Capaci ty  to Gage * Pressure
No °C Current 2 .0 Volt (PSI)

(A) (A .Hr)

15 —30 0 .5 2 .8 2

16 25 0 .5 4 .1 11)

17 56 0 .5 4 .4 23

*pressures mea sured at 25°C,  includ ing gaug e volume .
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2. 4 General Conclusions from Task I.

The activities under Task I were completed on schedule . Based
on the results , we made the following choice of materials of cell construc-
tion and the cathode and electrolyte compositions for the “D” cells to be
designed and constructed under Task II.

Material for “D” cell Can and Top: Nickel

Material for Cathode Collector: Nickel

Material for Anode Collector: Nickel

Material for Separator: Glass filter paper

Terminal Insulation : Glass to Metal Hermetic
Seal Terminal

Cell Closure Means: Welding

Electrolyte: I MLIAICI 4 LPS Electrolyte

Cathode Composition: 90% carbon with 10% Teflon
binder by weight

We chose a hermetic structure for the “D” cell , instead of a crimped
seal structure because of the non-hermeticity of the crimped type elastomeric
seals and the possible danger of slow leakage of physiologically harmfu l
and chemically corrosive SOC12 vapor . The only plastic material that is
stable with the system is Teflon (also Kel-F) which is not elastomeric in
nature . Hence , the crimped seal with the teflon gaskets are liable to
leak due to the deformation of the Teflon gasket under stress and subsequent
flow .

Therefore, the only reasonable choice for the inorganic electrolyte “D” cell
design is a hermetic glass-to-metal seal terminal with welded top .
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3. Task II - Construction of Sealed Portable Battery Cell Prototypes

The essential purpose of this task is to design , construct and evaluate
sealed practical cells under a variety of drains, temperatures of operation

and storage conditions in order to define the capabilities as well as the
limitations of the Li/SOC1 inorganic electrolyte system. The “D” size cell
was selected by ECOM as2 a vehicle to accomplish the above. We took
the following precautions in the design of the D cells.

(1) Compatible materials were used for the construction of
the cell . The compatibility (19) was determined by refluxing the cell
construction materials In the inorganic electrolyte (1.5 M LiAlCl4-SOC1at 85°C for one month followed by examination of the materials as welt
as the electrolyte for any sign of degradation . Based on these studies ,
Ni was chosen as the material for cell can , cell top and the current
collectors for the Li anode and the carbon cathode . Glass filter paper was
chosen as the separator material.

(ii) The cell was designed to be truly hermetic as determined
by the Veeco helium leak detector . We considered the hermeticity of the
cells to be essential because of (a) the toxic and the corrosive nature of
SOC12 and (b) the possible ambiguity of the cell evaluations if leakage of
SOC12 from the cell or of air into the cellwere to occur . Glass—to-metal
seals and welding were used to close the cells.

(iii) The electrodes were designed with as larg e an area as
possible to keep the current density as low as possible under any drain of
the cell . According to our earlier studies (4) we found that the voltage
delay of the inorganic electrolyte C cells after high temperature storage
was more severe at the higher current density than at the iower current
density . Therefore , the highest electrode area was expected to result In
the least voltage delays under comparable conditions of storage and discharge.

3.1 The Design and Construction of the Hermetic “D’ Cell

The cross sectional view of the Hermetic “D” cell design is shown
in Figure 7. The cell uses a wound type of electrode configuration as in
the “C” cell . The physical dimensions of the electrodes which were chosen
based on our experience with the Li/SO2 “D” cells are as follows:

Carbon Cathode: 20” x 1.75” ; 0 .019”  thick

Li anode: 20” x 1.50” ; 0 .0 17”  thick

The wound electrode assembly is packaged in the NI can (OD: 1.297 ” ,
L: 2 .375” , wall: 0 .019”)  and the electrode tabs are spot welded to the cell
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can and the tube feedthrough of the G/M Seal , which is pre-welded at
the center of the Ni can top . The Ni cell top is welded to the Ni can
in the thy box . The cells are evaculated through the tube feedthrough
and are filled with electrolyte from an all glass (Pyrex) container . After
the electrolyte filling , the tube feedthrough is closed by welding . The
cell is hermet .tcally ’ closed at this stage and is ready for the discharge
and storage tests. N ormally , the contact structure shown in Fig . 7 is not
attached to the cells made for our evaluation . Electrical connections are
made directly to the cell can and the tube feedthrough .

A photograph of a finished “D” cell and the electrode assembly are
shown in Fig . 8. The hermeticity of all the cells were checked using a
Veeco helium leak detector prior to the electrolyte filling . The effective-
ness of the final cell closure by welding of the tube feedthrough was checked
under a microscope and these were found to be excellent . In addition , a ll
the cells were weighed before and after the electrolyte filling as well as
before testing , in order to ensure the total hermeticity of the cells. All
the cells tested were found to be hermetic and exhibited no electrolyte loss
under any of the storage conditions .

In order to maintain a minumum variability of the “D” cell performance,
we kept the following parameters constant within the q~ecified limits for
all the “D” cells made for fresh and storage tests .

Cathode Composition: 90% Shawinigan Carbon; 10% Teflon

Electrolyte Composition: 1 .0(M) LIAICI 4 in distilled SOC12
The electrolyte solution had the same appearance as distilled SOCI 2which was very light amber to colorless

L1A1C14 : Made from pre -dried LiC1, and iron
and water free (Fluka) AlCl3 by melting
to a nearly colorless liquid . The
possible moisture contamination of the
Salt was virtually eliminated by this
melting process.

Electrolyte Weight/D Cell: 45 + 5 gm
Weight of CarbonAj Cell: 5. 1 ±0 .75 gm
Weight of Finished D Cell: 100 ± 5 gm

3 .2  Test Program for the Shelf Life Evaluation of the “D” Cells

We tested “D” cells at constant current of 0 .1 , 0 .25 , 0 .5 , 1.0 and
3. OA at temperature s of 25°C , -30° C and -54°C in order to determine the
performance profile of the fresh cells.
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Thereaf ter , we stored the cells at temperature s ranging from 25 °C
to 72°C for various periods of time ranging from 1 week to 2 years and
tested the cells at 25°C and at -30°C at currents of 0 .25 , 1.0 and 3 . OA .
The storage and test schedules are shown below .

Storage Test Test Total
Temperature Storage Temperature Current No. of

(° C) Durations (° C) (A) Cells

1 week 25 , —30 0 . 2 5 , 1.0, 3.0 6

72 °C 2 weeks 25 , —30 0 . 2 5 , 1.0,  3.0 6

1 month 25 , —30 0 .25 , 1 .0,  3 .0  6

3 months 25 , —30 0 .25 , 1. 0, 3.0 6

2 weeks 25, —30 0.25, 1.0 , 3.0 6

55°C 1 month 25, —30 0.25, 1.0, 3.0 6

3 m onths 25, —30 0.25, 1.0, 3.0 6

6 months 25, —30 0.25, 1.0, 3.0 6

I month 25, —30 0.25, 1.0 , 3.0 6

45°C 3 months 25, —30 0.25, 1.0, 3.0 6

6 months 25, —30 0.25, 1.0, 3.0 6

1 year 25, —30 0.25, 1.0, 3.0 b

3 months 25, —30 0.25, 1.0 , 3.0 6

25°C 6 months 25, —30 0.25, 1.0 , 3.0 6

1 year 25, —30 0.25, 1.0, 3.0 6

2 years 25 , —30 0.25, 1.0 , 3.0 6

We monitored the initial cell voltage-time characteristics of each cell
on load using a high-speed brush recorder in order to determine the time taken
for the cell voltage to recover to 2 .0  volt from a lower initial voltage. This
time Is defined as voltage delay. Fresh cells normally do not show any
voltage delay since the Initial cell voltage remains above 2 .0  volt on load.
The voltage delay occurs as a result of storage and according to our experi-
ence , (4) this is symptomatic of the soluble depolarizer systems , such as
Ll/SOC1 - We anticipate th is voltage delay to be one of the limitations of
this sys~em and therefore , we planned to ascer tain the degree of severity of the
problem for the hermetic Ll/SOC12 “D” cells as reliably as possible.
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3 .3 R esul ts

3 . 3 . 1 Fresh Tests

Five cells were tested fresh at 25°C ,  -30°C and —5 4~ C at
currents of 0.1, 0.25, 0.5, 1.0 and 3.OA .

The 25°C discharge curves of the D cells are shown in Fig . 9.
The cells did not show any voltage delay and the cell capacities decreased
with increasing drain as expected . The cell capacity versu s current plots
are shown in Fig . 10. It is noted that the cell capacity remained relat :vely
unchanged up to 0 .25A and it began to decrease significantly above l . O A .
The limiting capacity of the cell or the maximum capacity of the cell as
obt ained by extrapolation to very low currents, wa s approximately 12AHr.
The capacity realized at 1.OA drain was still l0 .5AHr , thus indicating
a sig nificantly high rate capability of the cell. The apparent current
densities based on the geometric surface area of both sides of the carbon
ca thode corresponding to the variou s drain s are as follows:

Drain Cathode
(Amp s) Current Density

(mA/c m 2)

0 .1  0 . 2 2
0 .25  0 .55
0.50  1.10
1.0 2 . 2 0
3.0 6 .60

These are moderate current densities for a soluble depolarizer system
even at a drain as high as lA for the D cell .

Five cells were tested fresh at -30° C after a two-hour stand
at -30°C. ,  at currents of 0 .1 , 0 . 2 5 , 0 .5 , 1.0 and 3 .0A . The discharLje
curves are shown in Fig . 11. All the cells showed a sharp drop of voltage
on load and a relatively fast  recovery followed by a slow recovery of the
cell voltage. The voltage delay was more severe at higher current.  It
is evid ent , that even the fresh cells tend to exhibit the voltage delay
phenomenon at -30° C particularly at high drains; whereas , they do not at
25 °C.  Furthermore , the voltage regulation as well as the cell capacities
were considerably inferior at -30°C, particularly at drains of 0 .25A or
higher , as shown in Fig . 11. The end points were very poorly defined
and the discharge curves showed more than one plateau .
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A batch of D cells was tested at -54°C at currents of 0 . 1 , 0 . 2 5 ,
0 .5 , 1.0 and 3. OA and the discharge curves are shown in Fig . 12 . The
cell performance at -54°C appeared to be similar to that  at -30°C. This
may be seen from Fig . 10 , where the cell capacities are plotted against
the discharge currents for the variou s temperatures .

The fresh cells showed a voltage delay at -54°C ju s t  as they
did at -30°C. The voltage delays were quite severe at hi gh currents.
For example , at 0 .5A, th e cell voltage dropped to 1.0 volt and it took
115 second s for the cell voltage to recover to 2 .0  volt . At 3A the cell
voltage became negative and remained negative for 50 seconds and it
took more than 1000 seconds for the cell voltage to rise above 2 .0 volt
Thus , the voltage delay phenomenon exists even for the freshly made
cells if the cells are discharged a~ low temperature s (-30° or lower) and
at drain rates of 0 . SA ( 1.1 mA/cm ) or higher .

The energy densities (W Hr/lb and WHr/in 3) of the D cells
are plotted as a function of the power density (W/lb) and are shown in
Fig . 13. The superiority of the system in terms of energy density is
clearly shown .

All the fresh test results are tabulat ed in Table 6.

3. 3 .2 Storage Tests

The D cells were routinely tested at constant currents of 0 .25 ,
1.0 and 3 .OA at 25°C and at -30°C after each storage interval at the
respective temperatures. The tests included monitoring of the initial
voltage-time profile on load on a high-speed Brush recorder to determine
the time taken for the cell voltage to recover to 2 .0 volt from the initial
lower voltage. Thereafter , the cell voltage was monitored as a function
of time in order to determine the cell capacity to 2 .0  volt . The test
circuitry was designed to cut off the current to the cell as the cell voltage
reached 1 .0 volt thus preventing any overdischarge of the cell .

3 . 3 .a . 1  72°C Storage

The test results after the various storage period s up to
3 months at 25° and -30° C tests after 4 weeks of storage are shown in
Figures 14 and 15 respectIvely .

The voltage delay has been arbitrarily defined as the time
(seconds) taken for the cell voltage to reach 2 .0  volt after the initial
Instantaneou s voltage drop . It is shown in the sixth column of Table 7.
The initial drop In cell voltage on load is shown in the fift h column .
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It i s noted that the voltage delay varies f rom less than a second to
thousands of seconds depending upon the length of the storage , the test
temperature and the test current . It appears that  f o r  storage durations
of 4 weeks or less , the voltage del ay is quite moderate at the O . 2 5 A
test current both at  25° and -30°C .  However , this is no longer tru e
after 3 month s of storage at 72 °C ;  the voltage delay is severe at all
currents.  The general worsening of the delay with increasing current
and decreasing test temp erature is evident .

A plot of the realized cell capac ity at the variou s currents
at 25° and — 30°C,  afte r various period s of storage at 72 °C is shown in
Fig . 16. The capacity retention at the low rate (0 .25A )  of discharge at
25°C is good even after  3 months of storage at 72 °C .  However , the
capacity losses are quite significant at high rate s (1A and 3A) of d ischarge .
This indicates a lessening of the rate capability of the system with the
duration of storage rather  than an intrinsic loss of the cell capacity .
The capacity retention appears to be particularly poor at -30° C, the cell s
lose capacity progressively with an increasing storage period at all currents .
This may be attributed to a loss of the rate capability of the system which
is further  reduced by the lowering of the test temperature (_ 3 Q 1 C) .

3 . 3 . 2 . 2 55° Storage

The cell discharge data after the various periods of storage
up to six months at 55°C are tabulated in Table 8. The cell capaci l.v
versus storage duration plots are shown in Fig . 17.

The voltage delays became increasingly severe ~~~~it~ an
increasing storage duration , but s ignif icantly less than that  after 72°C
storage. It is interest ing to note tha t  a l thou gh  the voltage d t - I a - ~ ~~~~~
quite severe , th ere was no s igni f icant  capacity loss at 2 5°C on a 0 . 25A
discha rge after storage f o r  six m o n t h s  at 55°C.  The intr insic  c e a c i t y
of the cell remains unchanged on storage; only the rate capabil i ty of
th e cells is reduced .

3 .3 . 2 . 3 45°C Storage

The test results  after  the variou s period s of stor ise up
to one year at 45 °C are shown in Table 9.  The capacity versus  storag e
duration plots are shown in Fig . 18. In general , th e cells main ta ined
their Intrinsic capacity well even after  1 year of storage at 4 5°C .  The
voltage delay, though severe at high rates , was absent at 0 .2 5A at -30°C
even after 1 year at 45 °C .
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3 . 3 . 2 . 4  25° Storage

The test re sults are summarized in Table 10 for the storage
up to two years at 25°C.  The capacity retention plot s are shown in
FIg . 19. Unfortunately, the data at 0 .25A on 25°C discharge after 2
yeE-rs of storage were lost because of a malfunction of the test equipment .
However , the capacity-storage time plots for 1 .OA test indicate that the
Intrinsic capacity of the cells most likely remained virtually intact .
There was certainly no capacity loss after 1 year. The voltage delays
did become severe after 2 year s of storage , but there was no delay at
25°C for 0 •25A test . After 2 year ’s storage , and at —30°C test, the
cell voltage never recovered above 2 .0  volt. This is most liekly due
to the insufficient conductivity of the anod e f i lm.

3 4  Conclusions

The unoptimized hermetic Li/SOC1 D cells are capable of delivering
energy densities in excess of 100 WHrA b at power densities of 30 w/lb ,
at room temperature , with excellent voltage regulations. At lower temp-
erature s (-30° and -54° C) both the energy density (at any power density)
and the voltage regulation deteriorates, giving rise to multiple voltage
plateaus

The cells experience severe voltage delays after storage , the
severity of which increases with increased storage temperature , increased
storage duration , decreased test temperature and increased test current .

The cells exhibit no significan t loss of stoichiometric capacity on
storage , only the rate capability of the cells are reduced .
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Task III. Study of Voltage Delay Problem

We fi rst pursued an intuitive empirical approach consisting of partial
di scharge and constant current pulsing for alleviüting the voltage delay
after 72°C storage and —30°C tests.  The results are discussed here .
We then pursued a phenomenological approach consisting of studying the
morphology and the growth characteristics of the Li anode film , the cause
of the voltage delay problem , in an effort to establish a cause and effect
relationship between the electrolyte variables, the Li anode film growth
characteristics and the voltage delay . The experimental details and
the results are presented here .

4 .1 The Empirical Approach: Effect of Partial Discharge, 72 °C Storage

4 . 1 - 1 Experimental

We made a group of Li/SOC1 D cells with 20 ” x 1 . 75 a carbon -

cathode s and Li anodes and 1(M) LiA1C? -SOC12 electrolyte and stored
them at 72°C for one month . Then we determined the voltage delay of
these cells at —30°C at currents of 0 . 2 5 ,  1.0 and 3. OA and partially
discharged (0.3-0 .5A.Hr) the cells and returned them to 72°C storage.
The cells were then tested again after the second , third and the sixth
month of storage at 0.25, 1.0 and 3.OA at -30°C to determine the voltage
delay, if any, without any sign if icant  drain in capacity .

After the sixth month of storage at 72°C , we first determined the
voltage delay of the cells at -30° C and then completely discharged all
except two cells at 0.25, 1.0 and 3 ..OA . We tested two cells at 25°C
at a constant current of 0 .25A in order to determine the intrinsic capacity
of the cells. The results are described below .

4 . 1 .2  Result s and Discussion

The results are summarized in Table ii. Of the three cells tested
at 0 .25A , no ne showed any voltage delay even after  six months of storage
at 72°C and tests at -30°C. The cells also retained their capacities
well as determined by discharging one cell at -30° C (5AHr) and two cells
at 25°C (1L2 , 8.2AHr).

Of the three cells tested at 1 .OA, one cell was accidentally
lost after the first month , one cell showed no voltage delay below 3
months of storage at 72°C and test at -30°C and the third cell showed
significant voltage delays even after the first month . Both cells
became completely Inoperable after the sixth month of storage -
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TABLE 11

Capacity
Dlsch . Voltage Delay at ~30° Test
After After Storage at 72°C for Capacity Recovered

Cell Test 1st Test Periods of (Months) After 6 Mo. at 72°C
No. Current (A .Hr~ 1 2 3 6 (A .Hr .)  (Test Temç

179 0.25 0.5 0 0 0 0 5 (—30°C)

183 0a 25 0.5 0 0 0 0 11 (25°C)

187 0.25 0.5 0 0 0 0 8.2 (25°C)

200 1.0 0.5 0 — — — —
209 1.0 0.5 50 40 200(3.OA) ~‘( 0 (—30°C)

211 1.0 0.5 0 0 0 0 (—30°C)

218 3.0 0.3 20 52 130 0 (—30°C)

219 3.0 0.3 120 55 150 ~‘< 0 (—30°C)

222 3.0 0.3 200 92 370 o’-~ 0 (— 30°C)
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All the three cells tested at 3 .OA , showed voltage delays
from the first to the third month of storage and became virtually
inoperable at — 30°C after the sixth mon th of storage.

4 . 1.3 Conclusion

We conclude that partial discharge coupled with intermittent
anodic pulsing decreases the severity of the voltage delay . It is
interesting to note that  such conditioning did not lead to any drastic
loss of the intrinsic capacity . However , the low temperature voltage
delay is still quite substantial at high rates a It is not clear which
of the two factors, partial discharge and intermittent anodic pulsing ,
is responsible for the improved voltage delay characteristics.

4 .2 The Phenomenological Approach: SEM Studies on the Li Anode
Film in the Inorganic Electrolytes

We showed earlier (4) that the voltag e delay of the Li/SOCI 2inorganic electrolyte cells was due to the Li anode which was
covered by a protective film - We found this film to consist primarily
of LiCl crystals. The thickness of the film increased with an increasing
storage duration and an increasing storage temperature giving rise to mor e
and more severe voltage delays.  We believe that the instantaneous drop
of the cell voltage on load is caused by the protective film . Initially,
anodic dissolution of Li is highly localized and occurs at pinholes and
other imperfections of the protective film . Probably, the film is dis-
lodged mechanically or fractured when sufficient Li has dissolved under-
neath the film . This gives rise to the voltage recovery . SEM examina-
tion s of the Li anode surface before and after the anodic pulse showed
this clearly (4). Based on this model of the voltage delay process , it
appears that both the morphology and the thickness of the protective
film may have an important effect on the voltage delay characteristics of
the system .

We demonstrated earlier (4) the usefulness of the SEM technique
f or studying the Li anode fi lm , and we have continued to use this technique.
Our primary objective is to examine the effect of the electrolyte variables
on the Li anode film that is visible at moderate SEM magnifications (100-
1000) .

We found earlier (10) that the film growth on Li in S0C12 alone is
substantially less than in 1.8(M) LiAIC14 -SOC1 , as may be seen from
FIg . 20 and 21 which shows Li surfaces expos~ d to 1.8(M) L1A1C14 -
SOCI

2 
at 55°C for 590 hrs and to distilled S0C12 at 78°C for 624 hours ,

respectively . LiA1CI
4 

appears to participate actively in promoting the film
growth . The concentration of LiA1C14 would be expected to affect the
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Flg.20 , SEM photograph of Li surface exposed to 1.8 (M)

LLAIC14—SOC 12 for 590 hours at 55°C , magnification 1000 .
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Fig . 21 . SEM pho to graph of Li surface exposed to dt s t i l l ed

SOC J 2 for 6 24 hour s a t  78°C,  mag n i f i ca t ion  1000.
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rate of fi lm growth in the sense that  a lower salt concentration v-- i ll
lessen the voltage delay . We planned to study the growth of the Li
film in 0 .5 ( M )  and 0 25(M) LJAICI 4 —SOC I 2 solution s at 72° , 55° and
25° C.

The other variables we were interested in examining included the
common electrolyte impurities such as H 20 and AIC 1 . The latter is
used in preparing LiA1C14 and is highly soluble in S~~Cl A fi nite
amount of the above impurities are thought to be presen~ in even the
purest electrolytes. The electrolytes prepared in our laboratory normally
contain less than 10 ppm H~ O according to our analysis,  It is of
interest to determine the eftect of higher (0.01 and 0.1%) water content
on the Li f i l m .  The amount of free AlCl in L1AIC1 is not known .
We planned to add 1% and 10% by weigh~ of AICI

3 
‘
~o the regular

1(M) LiAICI 4 -SOCI 2 electrolyte to determine their affect on the Li
film formation .

The substances formed during discharg e or from the spontaneous
decomposition of SOC12 were other electrolyte variables that we were in-
terested in examining . SO,~ and S9 C12 are wo examples.
We chose to use approximate ly 10°/ ~y weight of these
chemicals in the regular 1(M) L1AIC14 -SOC12 electrolyte . SO 2 is k nown
to react with Li to form a protective f i lm .  The chemical composition
of the film is most likely Li S204 .  In SOd 2 , the Li anode film is
composed of LiCl . It is of2 interest to determine whether there is a mixed
film when Li is kept in a mixture of SO and SOC1 - The presence of
other film forming materials such as Li~~ 2 O4 may a~so affect  the morphology
of the LiCI f i lm.  It is of interest first of all to determine whether there
is any effect on the film as seen by SEM ,  and next , to determine whether
or not this lead s to a shorter voltage delay in the actual cells.

At the very early stages of our investigation ( 11) we found
electrolyte impurities such as iron to be harmful to the storability of the
system. This might be due to the shuttling effect of iron which may
deposit on Li and set up a local cell action and subsequently redissolve
in the electrolyte . We found that it was not possible to protect iron
cathodically by Li metal in the LiA1CI4-SOCI2 electrolytes. For this
reason , we chose an all nickel can for the D cell ( 12) ,  Our earlier

observations (11) were confirmed by workers at GTE (13) who used nickel
plated steel cans as cell containers . The voltage delay
observed by them was considerably more severe than that observed by
us .  These types of Impurities were not included in the present study.
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The experimental details and thc� result s ~re Je scribed below .

4 . 2 . 1 Experimental

The Li anode fi lms were formed by immersing Li specimens in
inorganic electrolytes having various compositions,  and the su rface of the
specimens was examined in the Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM ) , The
Li specimens were made by pressing Li discs (OD: 0 . 5 ’ )  on a stainless
steel stud on which a layer of expanded Ni was prewelded as shown in
Fig . 22.  The Li specimens were stored in the various inorganic electrolyte s
in a glass jar with a screw-cap cover with a teflon v ;dsher . These con-
tainer s were stor ed at 2 5° C , 55° and 72° C.  The Li specimens worc
removed from the glass jars  at various intervals and were examined i~~

the SEM after they had b een washed quickly in dis tilled propylene
carbonate to remove LiAlCl 4 . The effectiveness of the seal and the
transfer operations were checked by measuring (14) the moisture content
of the electrolyte stored in a similar jar  at 72°C for 8 weeks .  There
was no increase in the moisture content due to the storaqe and the t r a n s f e r .
The effectiveness of the washing step in terms of complete removal of
LiAIC14 was ch ecked by examining the Li surface with EDAX-707 (x-ray
energy dispersive analyzer) which was attached to SEM .  The absence ~f
Al in the film ensured the effective removal of LiA1CI 4 . Cont rol experi-
ments were carried out to ensure that the treatment v.- i t h  distilled propylen e
carbonate did not alter the Li anode surface .

The surface features of the Li fil:~i -~-.‘cre c;-:j:nincd at various
magnificat ions ranging from 100 to l0 , 0 00X and were photographed for de-
tailed analys is .  Attempts  were made to section the Li anodes to determine
the thickness of the film . The measurements were extremely difficult ,
and the results were not always satisfactory .

The various electrolytes selected for the study include:

1. 0 . 5 ( M )  LiA1C1 -SOCI
2.  0. 25(M)  LiAldl 4 -SOC~23. 1 .0 (M)  LiA1C14 -SOCI 2 + 1gm AlCl / 100rn 1 of electrolyte
4.  1. 0(M) LiAIC 14 -SOCI 2 + 10gm AlC~3/l 00ml of electrolyte
5. 1. 0(M) L 1AICI 4 -SOC I 2 + 0 . 0 1 gm  H 0/ lOOmi of electrolyte
6. 1 .0 (M)  L1A1CI 4 -SOC12 + 0 . 1 g m  H ~ /100ml of electrolyte
7 . 1. 0 (M)  LiA1C14 -SOC12 f 10gm S2~~l 2/ 100 ml of electrolyte
8. 1 .0 (M )  LiAlCl 4 —S OC 12 

-
~~ 1 7 . 3 g m  S0 2/l OtJ rn l of electrolyte

All th e above electrolyte s were stored w ith  l i thium specimens at 72° , 55°
and 25°C .  At least 10 samples were stored at each temperature , making
a total of more than 240 samples .

~ 2
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FIg. 22. Cross Sect~ona 1 View of the Li Specimen Mounted on Stainless

Steel Specimen Mount
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4 . 2 .2 Resul ts  and Discussion

4 . 2 . 2 . 1 ~f~ ’ct ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
‘~1c) rpholpy~

The SEN -I p1io t ’~ r~i~ hs of ~~ Li f u n  i ur ~~cd i n t f ~e
1 (M) LiA 1C I 4 —SOC 1 . e1ectr l -~’tc S c o n t a i n i n q  Ft /-1 ( 1 ~~, U .U 1% H 2 0,
10% S Cl and 17 ~~~ SO 2 are sl uwa in t i n i r ~ ;~ 23 , 2-1 , 25 and 26
respec~ive~y . The f i lm !~R)r ph o log1 e s ire sn~ ’-v n -~t two rn q n i f ~c 1 t i u I ~ ~

viz 2 00 X and  1000X. The t u r n  mor p holocj ies v~’cr ~- al so  ~L~: - n eJ in 0 . 5 M
and U . 25 M LiAlci , — SOC 1 ,, electroly tes ,  ci nd v;~ i ~ f~~~~~~~~~~~~ 1 t~~~ be ~.-er ’- . ’
si milar to those nhserved  in  ~h € I . 8\~ LiA I l~~— -~( Cl 2 eIc~ctrolytes ( Fi~ . 2() )
Som e typical  mur oholoq ies  in the ( . ~~~~~~ 1 E - ] r ~c r c] \ ’ ~ r s  - -~~e sh~-wn in Fi g . 27 .
The fi lm morp ltolo q ies v - ere studiei  is a fu : n t i - n  of ~t~ ra qe t c r i . r c-r atures
and the storage dt r at io~ s as w e l l  . t is c1c-~ r ~~~~ F~ jure s  ~3 , 2 1 ~nd 25
that  the addition of A l ( : 1 3 , H ) O ~nd S Ci 2 -lid ;~o~ cause any s ign i f i ca r t
ch ange in the morp holo~~ . I r o\ - : c- ’ Lr  , lh eThddi t ion  .1 SO , caused a
ma rk ed change in the fi lm nio r~~ olo~ y . The -

~~~~ i~~~- t L  ~ t ~~e LiC1 cry stals
was found to be qu i t e  ord~ i ly ,  us s L ov-;n in Fig . 2 . The nehavior
persisted as a functic~ ~f t o r - i j L  tc~n ! c r J t~ r~~s and dur -~tions

Thus , two general types of f i l m  morphol ocj ies \- :ere
observed . One consists of a clu -;t cr t ’ , p e  of grov:th over a ued of small
crystals. the clu sters hecame taller and t l i J  or v ;ith :~tc t~~~ j e  and finally
a third loyer of smaller crystals  ( l r o \ v  on I li oIl t!~is . T~iis is shown
schematically io iq - 2k (a) which r ep r esents  the t ’:pc- of qru\ - ;th  ex-
perienced in al l  the  i : i o r-  i n f o  d eco - l~ tes  I t ul i l e l , particu l -~r l y at 1 u\-~-er
te mperature s except t c : ~ electrolyte- ~~~ 1 7.  3~ S(j . In t ;m  case ~
SO 2 containing u l e et i  I ’; t e  large ..ell d€ t i i i e d  ~U .4 I~~ crysta ls  mw in a
regular manner  over o LU ul sma l l  cryst a1~ : th e  L~rge crystals become
larger and larger on storage and cover th e whole surface shown
schematically in Fin - 2 R (b) - A l tho ugh  t h e  lat ter  type of growth v.a s
reported (15) to cause less - ‘olt o qe de l a y ,  th e. exp er imenta l  data available
are in su f f i c i en t  t ,  confirm t~~- 1t .  I j owever , it is - r t int  0 note that
it is possible to chang e  ti e- morphology of the 1.1 ii I n :  P1 the o l ec t r o lyt e
va riables and as such , th y  approach of i mp r L  ~-in the v It ig e delay
characterist ics of the cells by chang ing  the electro I~’te v~ r iob les  may be
successfu l .

4 . 2 . 2 . 2 Effec t  of Electrolyt e \‘ i r ioh les  on the Li Film Growth Rate

The Li f i l m  growth i c ~~~ s were meas ured by measur ing  the
LI f i lm t h i o e i r e i n  is a funct ion  of s t o r e u -  dura t ion  and storage tempera-
tures.  The Li f i lm gr ow tn  rate curves in 0 .  SM and 0 .  25M LiAI CI

4
—

SOC!2 ele ctrolytes at 25~ , 55~ and 75°C ore shown in Figure s 29 and
30 respectively.  The f i lm thickness  increases with the storage duration ,

h - I
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Flg~ 23. SEM Photographs at Li Surface Exposed to 1.0 (M )  LiAICI 4 -
SOCI 2 + 1% AICI- 3 f o r  26 Day s at 72°C . (a) I U O P X  (b) 200X;
Fil m Thickness :  100 microns.
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FIg. 24. SEM Photograph of Li Surface Exposed to 1.0 (M) L 1AICI 4-
SOCI 2 + 0.01% H 2 O for 71 Days at 55CC. (a) l000X (b) 200X;
Film Thickness: 100 microns.
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FIg. 25. SEM Photograph of Li Surface Exposed to 1.0 (MI I.iA [C14-SOCI2 + 10% S2 C12 for 16 Days at 72°C. (a) I O W X  (b) 200X;
Film Thickness:  50 microns.
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(b)

“ig. 26. SEM Photograph of Li Surface Exposed to 1.0 (M) LiAIC14—
SOC!2 + 17.3% SO2 for 8 Day s at 72 °C. (a) 1000X (b) 200X;
Film Thickness: 50 microns.
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Fig. 27. SEM ph otographs of Li surface exposed to 0 . 5 ( M )  l i A l i  [
4 — SOCI 2for 8 days at 72°C ,

(a) l000x (b) lOOx; film thickness : 100 ni i c-roiis .
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and the growth rate increaseS with an increase in the storage temperature .
Also , the film growth rates aie significantly higher in the 0 .5M electrolyte
compared to that in the 0 .2 5 M  LiA1C14 -SOC12 electrolyte at all three
temperatures. This is in accord with the observation (10) that in pure
SOC12 

the Li film forms very sparsely as shown in Fig . 21 compared to
that in LiA1C14 -SOC1 solutions. The possibility of reducing the film
growth by reducing t~e salt (LiAlCl 4

) concentration in the inorganic 
-

electrolyte is thus demonstrated .

The film growth rate s in 1M L1AICI 4 -SOCI with 0. 1%
and 0 .01% Fl 0 were found to be identical, as shown in ~igures 31 and
32 respective2ly.

The Li sam pl es (thickness: 381 microns) were found to
be completely reacted with the electrolyte in 75 days at 55°C in the 1M
L1A1C1 -SOC12 electrolyte containing 10% A1C13 . Thus , high concentra-
tion o~ Aid 3

, a common impurity in LiAIC14 was found to be deleterious.
However , the growth rate in 1% A1C13 (Fig . 33) was found to be very
similar to that in 0.5M L1A1C14 —SOC12 .

The growth rate curves in 1M LiAlCl -SOC12 with 10%
(6 wt %) 52 Cl 2 at 72° , 55° and 25°C are shown in l~ig . 34. The film
appears to grow continuously without any sign of leveling off at the
lower temperature .

The Li film growth rates in 1M LiA1C14 -SOC1 with
17 .3% 50 (11 wt %) at 72 , 55Q , and 25°C are shown in fig . 35.
At 72°C,  ~he Li film grows rapidly at first and then asymptomatically
reaches a value significantly lower than the film thickness observed in
all the previous electrolytes.

The results indicate that the Li film growth rates can
be altered significantly by electrolyte variables such as the LiA1C14concentration .

4 .2 - 2 . 3 A Tentative Model for the Li Film Growth

The LI metal used in all the studies mentioned was processed
by the manufacturer In dry air (RH ~~-. 2%) instead of In dry argon . This
Is possible because of the low reactivity (16) of Li metal with dry O2~CO and N 2 . Moisture enhances the rate of the above reactions leading

to ?he tarnishing of the Li foil . It Is reasonable to assume that the
apparent stability of Li in dry air is due to the kinetic Inhibition of the
following thermodynamically favorable reactions which lead to the presence
of Li 2O, LiOH, Li 2 CO3 and LI 3N fi lms on the Li surface .
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6 L i + N 2 ~~
- 2 L 1 3N ( 6)

L~ H = -94 .4  K.Cai

4 L i + 0 2 , 2 Li 20 (7)

-284.8 K.Ca l  
-

2 Li + H 20 + CO
2 

-) Li 2 CO3 + H 2 
(8)

= -138.7 K .Cal

2 Li + 2H 2O —p 2 LiOH ÷ H 2 (9)

-117.4 K .Cal

The effectiveness of the above protective coatings may be judged , according
to Pilling—Badworth ratio (R) (17) .

R =  V (10)
nV -Li

V = molar volume of the Li compound

n = no. of gram atoms of Li in one mole of the compound

V
L1 

= gram atomic volume of Li

which has to be close to or greater than unity to provide corrosion protection .
The R values of some of the Li compounds are shown in Table 12. It
appears that both LiOH and Li2C03 films are expected to be protective in
nature . However , LIOH forms monohydrate and could continue (16) to
react further with Li metal and other Li film forming materials such as LI3N
to continue the film buildup without giving any protection . Li 20 and
LI3N form porous films since the R values are less than one . Only
Li 2003 can provide good protection by virtue of high R value . Therefore ,
It is reasonable to assume that before the Li metal is brought in contact
with the Inorganic electrolyte , the metal surface is already coated with (I)
a very thin protective less porou s film of LI CO3 and (Ii) a porous film
of LI 0 and LI

3
N.  On contact with the SOdI , the LI 2003 film may

chem?cally react to form the protective film Lib as

Li2CO3 
+ SOd 2 ~~ 2 LIC1 ÷ CO2 

+ SO2 
(11)
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Table 12.

Pilling-Bedwort h Ratio of Some Li Compound s

LI Compounds R = 
molar vol . of compound
no. of gm.  atom of Li
x gm.  atomic vol . of Li

L120 0.57

Li3N 
0.64

LIOH 1.26

Li2CO3 
- 1 .34

L1CI 1.58
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The rate of the Lidi film forming reactions in the regions covered with
L12C03 is expected to be low because of the slow diffusion of the
reacting species through the Li 2CO~ and Lidi (R > 1) protectIve f i lms.
The bed of small Lidl crystals as depicted in Fig . 44 (a) and (b) may
have formed in these regions.

In view of the fact that Li was found to be non-reactive
(16) toward s dry 02 and CO even at temperature as high as 25 0°C, it
is reasonable to assume thai the major portion of the Li surface remains
covered by the less porous protective film of L12C03 and very minor
portions of the Li surface are covered by the porous Li 90 and Li3N fi lms.
The growth of tall stacks of Lidi crystals as shown 1n ’~Fig . 28 may have
occurred in the latter regions covered by the porous Li 20 and LI 3N films ,
since the rate of reaction with SOC12 is expected to be greater . The
general observation in regard to the growt h of clusters of large crystals
(Fig . 27) or single large crystals (Fig . 26) over a bed of uniformly grown
smaller crystals , is explained in this manner . According to this model,
the thin films which are present on the Li surface prior to its contact with
the electrolyte controls the initial phase of the L1CI growth in the
inorganic electrolytes. 

-

The subsequent growth of the LiC1 film is controlled by
the electrolyte variables. In view of the fact that the SEM pictures of
L1C1 films (which are as thick as 384 microns) were taken without applying
any conductive coating such as vapor deposited Al or Au , as is customary
for photographing the non-conducting oxides such as Al 0 on Al or Ta 205on Ta , it is reasonable to assume that the Lidl crystal~s drown In the
inorganic electrolyte containing LiAlCl4 -SOCl 2 must have sufficient defects
(caused by the impurities in the crystal) to make them electronically
conducting . One may then view the growth of LiCl film as a re sult of a
local cell reaction which is shorted through the LiCI film as schematically
shown in Fig . 36. The anodic reaction involving the dissolution of LI
occurs near the pores of the film and the cathodic reaction involving the
formation of LICI occurs on the LiC1 film itself thu s causing the LIC1
crystals and the film to grow . The steps that could control this film
growth are as follows:

1. L1~ transport through the pores.

2. Electronic conduction of the LiC1 f i lm.

3. Ll~ ion conduction of the LiC1 film .

Both the steps 2 and 3 can be eliminated since the film growth Is dependent
on the LIA1C14 concentration , indicating the step 1 as the controlling step
for the film growth .
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S0C12 + 2e  “— SO + 2C 1 

- L i Ct FILM -
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/ ~ Li M ETAL

Li >~~Li + + e

Fig. 36. SchematIc Representation of Film Growth by
Loca l Action Through the Pores of the Electronically -

Conducting Film 
-
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Thus, the rate of film growth ~~~- can be related to
either

(1) The surface concentration of the pores, or

(ii) the length of the pores or (iii) both .

(i) Film Growth Controlled by The Surface Concentration
of Pores

The surface concentration of the pores can be expressed
as the portion of the surface not covered by the film (A - ~~) where e
is the Lidl film area .

The rate of film growth can be expressed as:

~~~~ = k ( A — e )  (12)

Where K is the rate constant . Integration yields:

e = A( 1 - e~~~ (13)

when t = 0, e = 0; and when ~~~~~~~ e A

This represents an asymptotic type of growth . According to this type of
growth , e increases rapidly at first and then slowly levels off . The LiC1
film growth in the electrolyte with SO

2 
gives rise to this type of growth

(Fig. 35). The larg e crystal s which grow eventually cover the pores
(Fig . 26) and stop further film growth .

(ii) Film Growth Controlled by The Length of the Pores

As the film grows thicker , the length of the pores in-
creases , thus , impeding the transport of U+ . Therefore , the rate of
growth is inversely proportional to the film thickness.

= _.is~.. (14)
dt e

Integration yields:

e = (2kt)1~
’2 (15)

This is the well-known parabolic law of film growth . According to this
the growth of the film continues without approaching an asymptotic value .
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The Li film growth in all the electrolytes studied except the SO2
containing electrolyte , particularly at lower temperatures, conforms to
this type of behavior (Figures 29—32 , 34 & 35) . Thus , the tentative
model of film growth proposed above qualitatively conforms to all the
experimental observations . The data available to date are in sufficient
to do any quantitative analysis , and it is in fact likely that pore con-
centration and pore length both affect the growth kinetics.

4 .3 The Effect of Electrolyte Variables on the Energy Density and
the Voltage Delay of the Hermetic D Cells

We found from the SEM studies that the concentration of LiA1CI4
In SOCI had a significant effect on the Li anod e film growth . We
planned 2to evaluate the effect of the LiAlCl

4 
concentration on the

voltage delay characteristics of the Li/SOCI D cell . But before that ,
we decided to determine the effect of the Li7AlCl4 concentration on the
rate capability and the energy density of the fresh Ll/SOC12 cells.

4 .3 - 1 Effect of Salt (LIA1C1 ) Concentration on the Energy Density
of the Hermetic D Ce4Us

4 . 3 - 1 - 1 Experimental

Hermetic D cells were made in Ni cans with G/M seals
and welded tops using the method s described earlier . The electrode
dimentions of both the Li anode and the carbon cathode were 20” x 1 .75” .
The electrolytes were made according to the procedure described earlier .
The cells were discharged at constant currents at ambient (25° C) tempera-
ture within one week of electrolyte filling .

4 .3 . 1. 2 Results and Discussion

The capacity-rate curves of the Li/SOd D cells with
1.8 , 1.0 , 0 .5 , 0 .25  and 0 .1  (M) LiAlCl 4 -SOCI electro~ytes are shown
in Fig . 37. The lowering of the LiA1C14 concen2tration beyond 1 (M)
lead s to a lowering of the rate capability of the cells but an increase in
the Intrinsic capacity (capacity at low rate) of the cells . The latter
has been found to be tru e in C size cells , and was presumed to be due
to the increased precipitation of LIAICI 4 In the cathod e with the higher
initial L1A1C14 concentration In SOC12 which is depleted on discharge.

Thus , the lowering of the LiA1C14 concentra tion appears
to be beneficial with respect to the cell capacity at low rates, but
detrimental with respect to the rate capability Insofar as the fresh per-
formance at room temperature is concerned .

The performance characteristics of all the above cells
are summarized in Table 13.
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4 . 3 a 2 Effect of Electrolyte Variables on the VoltageDelay
of Li/Sod 2 Hermeti c D Cell

From the SEM studies we found that electrolyte variables affected the
morphology and the growth rates of the Li anode film . The purpose of this
investigation was to determine the effect the above changes might have
on the voltage delay of the Li/SOCL, D cells. We found that a lower-
ing of the LiA1C14 concentration in t’lie electrolyte resulted in a lowering
of the rate of film growth . Although we carrIed out the SEM studies using
only two LiAlCl4 concentrations, viz . 0.5 and 0 .25(M)  we felt that it is
necessary to examine the voltage delay characteristics of the cell s with
a wider range of salt concentrations since the quantitative cause and effect
relationship between the Li film and the voltage delay may be quite com-
plicated . According to our model , the initial voltage depression on load
occurs as a result of the concentration polarization across the pores of
the LiCl film on the Li anode. A lowering of the LiA1C14 concentration
leads to a thinner L1C1 film and a smaller pore length , thus decreasing
the concentration polarization . But , at the same time , the lowering of
the LiA1C14 concentration also leads to a decrease of the electrolytic
conductivity , thus leading to an increase in the anode polarization .
Therefore , it is necessary to determine the optImum LIA1C14 concentration
where the above opposing effects are minimized for a minimum initial
anode polarization . This can be accomplished by experiments with actual
cells.

We found that S2Cl 2 (electrolyte additive) did not change either the
morphology or the film growth rates in any significant way. We included
it in this investigation also in order to determine whether S Cl 2 might
affect the voltage delay of -the D cells. We included the additive
in this study , in view of its dramatic effects on the LiC1 film morphology .
The experimental details and the results are presented below .

4 . 3 . 2 . 1 Experimental

Li/SOCL, D cells were made with the following electrolyte
variables , using the method s and the procedure described in the
previous section .

1. 1.8 (M) LiA1C14—S0Cl2
2. 1 .0 (M) LIAICI4-SOC12
3. 0.5 (M) LiAIC1

4-SOCI2
4. 0.25 (M) LiAldl4-S0C1

2
5. 1.0 (M) LIALCI4—SOC12 + (6 Wt.%) S2C12
6. 1.0 (M) LiA1C14—SOC12 

+ (11 Wt.%) SO
2
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All the cells were fitted with low pressure vents .

The cells were stored at 72°C a-id were taken out every
month and were cooled to -30°C for at least two hours and the voltage
delays were measured at constant currents of 3.0 , 1.0 and 0 .25A . As
soon as the cell voltage reached 2 .0  volt , the tests were discontinued
and the cells were re-stored at 72°C .  The cell voltages were recorded
on a strip chart recorder to determine the initial voltage depression and
the subsequent recovery . The cells which exhibited no voltage depression
be low 2 .0 volt on load were considered to have no voltage delay . The
cells which exhibited an initial voltage depression on load to a voltage
below 2 .0  volt, were considered to have a voltage delay measured as
the time required for the voltage to reach 2 .0 volt . The cells which did
not recover to a 2 .0  volt level within an hour of test , were considered
to have infinite voltage delay and to be inoperative .

4 .3. 2 . 2  Results and Discussion

The results of the voltage delay tests are shown in
Table 14.

The voltage delay measurements of Li/SOC12 hermetic
D cells having 1.8 and 1.0 (M) LiAlCl -SOC12 electrolytes were made
after a storage of 1, 2 and 3 months a’

~
’t 72°C.  The cells with 0 .5  (M)

and 0 . 25 (M) electrolytes were tested after 1, 2 , 3 and 4 months at
72°C. The cells with 6 w t% S2 C12 were tested after 1, 2 , ~nd 3
months at 72°C; these results are also shown in Table 14. The results
indicate a gradual alleviation of the voltage delays with a decrease In
the LiAlCl A concentration from 1 .8 (M) to 0 .5 (M) . At 0 .25 (M) , the
voltage delays are somewhat longer . According to our model of the
voltage recovery after the Initial depression , the anode dissolution of
Li occurs through the pores of the LICI f i lm. A simple explanation for
the observed behavior based on this  model is as follows: The thicker
film at high salt concentrations (1 .8M) results in longer pores and , hence ,
longer voltage delays.  The thinner film at lower salt concentrations has
shorter pores , and , therefor e , shorter voltage delays. However , at even
lower salt concentrations , viz , 0 . 25 (M) , the conductivity of the electrolyte
is reduced substantially , thus impeding the mass transport necessary for
a rapid voltage recovery . Thus,  a minimum in the hypothetical voltage
delay vs salt concentration curv e should occur between the 0 .25 (M) and
the 1.8 (M) points on the curve, and this minimum is probably near the
0 .5  (M) point .

The voltage delays of the cells with S2 C1 in the 1(M)
LIA1C1 -SOC12 electrolyte after 3 months at 72° C, appear 2to be similar
to thJ of the cells without 

~2 Cl 2 .
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Only three of the ten cells with 1.0 (M) LiAIC1 -SOd
+ 11 Wt % SO electrolyt e survived the first month of storage tt 72°(3,
the rest vente~ during the 72°C storage due to the excessive pressure
caused by the SO2. Three cells were tested at the three currents and
showed no voltage delay . However , these cell s vented during the second
month of storage at 72°C. We repeated this experiment with cell s having
high pressure vents .

Unfortunately, these cells leaked at the end of one
month . The weight loss of these cells as well as the voltage delays
at -30°C test , are shown in Table 15. Note that the cells showed
reasonably good voltage delay characteristics in spite of the electrolyte
loss. Two cells were discharged at 25°C at 1.0 and 0 .25A . The
capacity recovered was 10.8 and 13 .4A.Hr respectively , indicating no
significant capacity loss as a result of the storage.

It is Important to note that all the cells in Table 14
showed no delay when tested at 25° C after the various storage periods.

4 . 3 .3 Conclusion

The LIA1CI concentration in SOC12 was found to have a
significant effect on ~~oth the intrinsic energy density and the voltage
delay characteristics of the L1/SOCI2 D cells. We found 1.0 and 0.5 (M)
LiA1C14 -SOCL, to be the best from both the energy density and the voltage
delay point o’f view .

Addition of 6 % S Cl 2 did not have any significant effect on
the voltage delay characteristics of Li/SOd 2 D cells.

Evidence regarding the effect of SO2 on the voltage delays
remained Inconclusive because of the premature cell leakage.

In genera l , the voltage delay characteristics of the hermetic
D cells were found to be superior to those reported by others (13) .
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Table 15 . Voltage-Delay Characteristics of Li/SOd D Cells
with ( llwt %) SO2 in 1 (M) Lj~JC14 —SOC l 2

2Electrolyte ;
1 Month Storage at 72°C, Test at -30°C

Wt. Voltage-Delay at -30° C Capacity at 25°C
Loss Current Delay Current Capacity
(gm) (A) (Seci (A) (A. Hr)

4.8 3.0 240 1 10.8

0 3.0 180

10.3 3.0

11.4 3.0

2.2 1.0 No-delay

13.6 1.0 oc
12.1 1.0

2.8 0.25 No—delay 0.25 13.4

17.8 0.25 No—delay

9.8 0.25 No-delay
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5 . Task IV - Safety Studies Development of Protection Against Short Circuit
And Thermal Runawa y

It was discovered that the Li/SOC12 D cells exploded on 1OA discharge. The
cells also exploded on external shorting in spite of an operational vent designed to
open at 500—5 50 PSIG. The wall temperature—ti me plot of a D cell after external
shorting is shown on Fig . 38. The opening of the vent did not result in any signi-
ficant cooling of the cell.

Two approaches were pursued in an effort to alleviate the explosion hazard .

(i) Low pressure venting to cool the cell before it reeched
the critical temperature , and

(ii) A chemical approa ch based on the identification of the chemical
combinations (present in the cell) capable of sustaining a thermal runaway and the
development of possible methods of deactivating these.

5 - 1 Low Pressure Venting

5. 1 .1 Venting at 0 PSIG

We showed that venting at 500 PSIG did not prevent explosion
on shorting. Nex t , we attempted to vent D cells at 0 PSIG on shorting . We accom-
plished this by fabricating cells accord ing to the methods described earlier , but by
keeping the electrolyte fill port open after  the cell fi l l ing . The cells were fi t ted
with a thermocouple on the outer wall which was insulated thermally by wrapping
several layers of the glass filter paper and asbestos sheet around the cell . The
short circuit current and the wall temperature of the cell were monitored as a function
of time after shorting. The test results for three D cells are shown in Fig . 39 . The
behavior of all three cells was qualitatively similar. The short circuit current rose
to approximately 24 A within a short time after the shorting and then decreased
rather rapidly . The cell temperature increased for the first 3 or 4 minutes , reach ed
a max imum , and then declined slowly. The cell venting began visibly within a
m inute or two of the cell shorting. There was no explosion , bulging or any other
damage , internal or external to the cell .

The results indicate that it is possible in principle to prevent
explosion of Li/SOd 2 on shorting by means of venting . Since venting at 500 PS IG
did not work , and venting at 0 PSIG did , there must be a safe venting pressure
between 0 PSIG and 500 P31G . It is , therefore ,necessary to investigate the internal
cell pressure as a function of the various abuse conditions in order to determine
this maximum safe venting pressure.
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5 . i . 2 Quantitativ e Measurements of Cell Pressures and Temperatures
On Short C ircuiting

We attempted to determine the safe venting pressure by quant i-
tatively measuring the pressure—temperature characteristics of the D cells under
external heating and shorting conditions . We also designed and built a device
which allowed us to vent the cell from a remote position as the cell internal pressure
rose to a certain value . The experimental details and the results are presented here .

5 . 1 . 2 . 1  Experimental

D cells were made with 20 ” x 1.75” electrodes in Ni cans with
G/M seals employing the methods described earlier . The cells were filled with
1(M) LIA1C14—SOC 12 electrolyte through the electrolyte fill port and the electrolyte
fill ports were temporarily closed with a rubber plug instead of a permanent seal by
welding as is the normal practice. The electrolyte fill port was used for monitoring
the internal cell pressure as well as for venting when desired . A schematic view of
the device built for this purpose is shown in Figure 40 . The device has a teflon nest
mounted on a hinged steel plate that supports the D cell which is wound with heating
tape and insulation . A thermocouple is attached to the outer wall of the cell for
monitoring the tempera ture of the cell . The hinged steel plate is kept in a horizontal
position by means of a latch which can be opened by an electromechanical actuator .
A top steel plate which can be clamped down by means of a threaded rod iS positioned
on the cell top by means of several ‘0’ ring s which provides a seal as well as electrical
insulation . The electrolyte fill port is electrically connected to the top steel plate
and is positioned in a hole drilled in the top plate . A pressure transducer is screwed
into the other end of the hole , thus connecting with the interior of the cell through
the electrolyte fill port . A tab welded to the cell can is one terminal of the cell ,
the electrolyte fill port electrically connected to the steel device is the other terminal .
Note that the cell can is electrically Insulated from the device by means of the teflon
nest and the rubber ‘0’ ring seal at the top . The electrical insulation at the top is
further improved by a thin disc of teflon on the cell top .

The transducer was calibrated before each experiment us ing a
pressure gaug e connected to a gas cylinder which was in turn connected to an empty
D cell can (with tube feed through) placed in the teflon nest of the device . The cali-
bration of the transducer did not change during the experiments which included severa l
explos ions. The transducer and the electromechanical actuators were protected by
the heavy steel plates within which the cell was located .

The d evice was kept behind protective shields in the safety room
which had electrical connections through the wall . All the measuring instruments
including the switch for actuating the vent were placed outs ide the safety room
away from the device . It had provisions for allowing the cell to vent at will by
means of the electromechanical actuator that pulls the latch that clamps the middle
steel plate (supporting the cell) against the cell . Wheii actuated , the middle plate
drops down to expose the electrolyte fil l port to the atmosphere . It was planned to
vent the cell when the cell pressure reached 200 and 400 PSI in order to determine
the highest safe venting pressure . We already knew that it was unsafe to vent the cells
at 500 P SI .
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5.1.2.2 Results and Discussion

We ran several experiments consisting of heating the cell
externally and monitoring the internal pressures in order to check out the de-
pendability of the device. We also ran several shorting experiments to establish
the general pressure—time characteristics on shorting. The results of two specific
experiments are described below .

In the first experiment one freshl y made D cell with open
electrolyte fill port and a thermocouple fitted to the cell wall with insulation was
mounted in the device (Fig . 40) and was externally shorted through a 1 milliohm
shunt . The pressure , the wall temperature , the voltage and the short circuit current
of the cell were all monitored as a function of tim e on strip chart recorders . The
results of the firs t experiment are shown in Fig . 41. On shorting , the cell voltage
initially plummeted to 0 • 15 volt and then rose gradually to 0 .65 volt and began to
decline slowly . The short c ircuit current also rose gradually after the initial fluctua—
tion to 19 .5 A and then began a slow decline. The cell temperature and the cell
pressure increased rather slowl y during the first minute . Thereafter the temperature
rose steadily to 115° C. The pressure rose steadily to approx imately 160 PSI, and
began to rise rather sharply thereafter . The cell was ven ted through the electrolyte
fill port by means of the electromechanical actuator as soon as the pressure reached
195 PSI. The cell temperature began to decline steadily right after the venting. There
was no cell explosion . The results indicate that cell venting below 200 PSI may pre-
vent explosions .

We carried out another shorting experiment with another fresh
D cell after readjusting the latch mechanism of the device . The plots of pressure ,
temperature , short c ircuit current and the voltage as a funct ion of time after the
shorting are shown in Fig. 42 , Again the plots were the same as in the previous
experiment . The cell pressure rose rather gradually to 150—200 PSI and then began
to rise very sharply. All these experiments indicate that the pressure—tim e plots
after shorting tend to have two slopes , with a transition region around 150-200 PSI .
The cell pressure rose to 400 PSI when the switch for the vent was pressed . The
cell exploded right at that instant . It was not clear whether the vent mechanism
really opened prior to the explosion . However , it is clear that the cell may explode
at 400 PSI. The temperature at which the explosion occurred was 140° C.

5. 1 . 2 . 3  Conclus ions

The following conclusions were drawn from the quantitative
measurements of the pressure and temperature on cell heating and cell shorting .

1. The rate of Increase of cell pressure on shorting has a
transition region around 150—200 PSI above which the rate is significantly higher .

2 . Cell venting below 200 PSI may prevent cell explosions
on shorting.

- 
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5. 1 . 3 Short C ircuiting of D Cells With A Low Pressure Vent

We used existing experimental vent structures developed
on a company funded project in order to determine the effectiveness of
low pressure venting in preventing explosions of the D cells. We carried
out the first few experiments with empty D size cans fitted with these vents and
pressurized the cans with a gas from a cylinder to determine the pressures at which
the vent opened on the D cells . The venting pressures were 114 , 126 , 108 , 114 ,
106 and 132 PSIG . These pressures were significantly lower than the 200 PSI which
had been found to be the probably safe limit for venting . Li/SOCl2 D cells made
with this low pressure vent were then tested for explosion hazard s under external
shorting cond itions at 25 °C and 72°C .  The results are discussed below .

Seven D cells were shorted externally at 25° C. The wall
temperature of these cells were monitored with a thermocouple . All seven cells
vented safely without any explosion . The short circuit current , the wall temperatures
at which the cells vented , and the time taken to vent are shown in Table 16 . Note
that there is quite a bit of variation of the above parameters from cell to cell .

One D cell was heated to 72° C , and the heater was turned off
and the cell was shorted externally. This cell vented in 3 minutes after shorting at
a wall temperature of 117°C. There was no explosion .

Another D cell was heat ed to 72°C and the wall temperature was
maintained at 72°C for 1 .5 hours and then the cell was shorted without shutting off
the heat . This cell vented one minute after shorting at a wall temperature of 105°C.
Again there was no explosion .

Typical wall temperatur e—time plots on shorting of the cells ,
one at 25 °C and the other at 72°C are shown in Fig . 43 .

The above results indicate that explosions caused by external
shorting may be prevented by using a low pressure vent . The venting time and the
venting temperature appeared to va ry somewhat from cell to cell .

5 .1. 4 Overdischarg e of D Cells with Low Pressur e Vents

We investigated the efficacy of the low pressure vent in prevent-
ing cell explosions that may occur as a result of a forced overdischarg e that might
occur in a multicell ba ttery . This was done by discharg ing D cells with a low pressure
vent at constant currents of 0 .5  and 0 . 2 5  A and the discharge was continued after the
cell voltage went negative . The cell wall temperature was monitored using a thermo-
couple as before .

The plots of the cell voltage and the cell wall temperature as
a function of time on a 0 .5  A constant current discharge are shown in Fig . 44 .
The cell voltage dropped sharply at the end of the discharge and dropped to approxi-
mately -0.3 volt and fluctuated a little. The cell wall temperature remained steady
until the end of the cell discharge and then it began to rise and It rose to 34°C at
which point the cell exploded . There was no evidence of venting . The cell was
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TABLE 16.

Venting Time , Ventin g Tempera ture and Short Circuit Current of Li/SOCI2
D Cells With Low Pressure Vent

Cell No . Short Circuit Current Venting Time After  Venting Remarks
(A) the External Shor t Temperature

(mt) CC
251 37 5 93 No explosion
256 22 1 2 110
258 22 5 3  120 8~

259 22 1 2 95
262 24 6 0 120
263 22 2 2 100
264 —— 3. 4 130
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overdischarged for only 0.3 hours at 0.5 A before the cell exploded .

The plots of cell voltage and the cell wall temperature as a
function of t ime  on a 0 .25 A constant current discharge are show n in F ig .  45 .
The cell ran for 51 hours before the voltage dropped erratically to —0 .3 volt and
then to —0 .5 volt and began to oscillate. The cell temperature remained constant
at 24°C during the discharge then began to ri se at the end of the cell discharg e
and leveled off at 39°C in 6 .5 hours of overdischarg e at which point the cell
exploded violently . 

-

It should be noted that in both the abov e experiments , the
cell wall temperature at which the cells exploded were 34 and 39°C , respectively .
The cells had low pressure vents but that did not prevent the explosions . Therefore ,
it is reasonable to conclude that low pressure venting is not an effective means of
preventing cell explosion due to overdischarge .

5 . 1 .5 Conclusions

It was concluded that the explosion due to shorting could be
prevented by the use of a low pressure vent . However , it is ineffective in prevent-
ing explosions caused by cell reversals .

5 .2 Reduction of the Rate Capabil~ y

We attempted to reduce the rate capability of the D cells by decreas-
ing the electrode length s , keeping the width and the weight of the electrodes as
well as the quantity of electrolyte constant . We evaluated the electrochemical per-
formance as well as the explosion hazards of D cells with two sizes of electrodes
viz 11 . 5” and 7” . The length of the electrodes used for all the previous tests was
20”

All the earlier D cells had 1 .5” wide Li anodes and 1 .75” wide carbon
cathodes. This was used in order to reduce the incidence of cell shorting during
the winding of the electrode assembly. A modification of the cell wind ing apparatus
made it possible to use 1 .75” wide Li anode along with 1.75” wide carbon cathode
for cell construction without any shorting problem during cell winding . The electrode
lengths were 20” as before . A few cells were tested fresh in order to determine the
effect this change might have on the cell capacity .

5 . 2 - 1 Electrochem ical Performance

The performance characteristics are summarized in Table 17.
Performance characteristics of the two types of 20” electrode cells are also in-
cluded for comparison . The cell capacity—current semilog plots of the D cells
with two types of 20” and one each type of 11 .5” and 7 electrodes are shown
in Fig . 46 .

The substantial increase in the rate capability of the cells
having 1 .75” wide anode Is particularly striking . The increase in the Li anode area
was only 17% . The rate capability was increased by a factor of almost three . The
energy densi ty of the D cells on 0. 25 A test was 184 Whr/lb and 13. 5 WHr/ in 3 . In
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view of the Eact that the above energy densi t ies  were realized without  any opti-
m ization with respect to the electrode geometries , the potentially realizable energ y
densit ies that may be achieved by suitable optimization appear to be a t t rac t ive .
We did in fact develop a low rate high energ y densi ty D cell on a separatu progra m
by exp erimental optimization and we realized energy densi t ies  of 20 WH r/ in 3 and
290 WHr/lb at a drain of 0 .03 A .

The reduction in rate capability with the decrease in the length
of the electrodes is also shown . It is noted that at 0 .05 A drain the D cell with all
the three sizes of electrodes delivered the same capacity (11 .7 AHr) , and at 1.0 A
drain the 7” electrode cell delivered almost half the capacity of the 20” electrod e
cells. The energy density penalty of the D cells with shorter electrodes becomes
significant at some current between 0,05 and 0.10 A . The rate capabilLty of the 7’
electrode cells was almost an order of magnitude smaller than that of the 20” electrode
cells.

5.2 .2 Short Circuiting Tests

The temperature—tim e plot after the shorting of a D cell with
11 .5” electrode is shown in Fig . 47. The cell temperat ure increased steadily after
shorting , the cell vented , and then exploded , as did the D cells with the 20’
electrodes . Thus , shortening of the electrode to 11 .5” did not prevent the cell
explosion on shorting ,

The temperature and the short circuit current versus time plots
of two D cells with 7” electrodes are shown in Fig . 48. The short circuit current
rose sharply to 18-20 Amps and then dropped gradually to almost negligible values
in twenty minutes . The temperature rose to approximately 90°C and then dropped
very slowly . The behavior of both cells were quite similar both quant i ta t iv~i1y and
qualitatively .

bhorting of D cells with 7” electrodes did not lead to an ex-
p b s  ion . The appearance of the cells remained unchanged without any visible sign
of bulging .

However , when a D cell with 7’ electrodes was shorted af ter  the
cell was heated to 72°C , (a simulation of accidental cell shorting while on storage
at 72°C) , the cell exploded . The tem~~ rature , current and voltage plots are shown
in Fig . 49 , a , b , and c respectively . The short circuit current shot up beyond 25 A ,
the top of the recording scale , the cell voltage first  plummeted to 0 . 5 volt and then
rose instantly to 1.3 volt and then dro.pp ed again . The cell temperature f irst  dropped
slightly and then took off . A slight hump In the temperature-t me pl ot was due to
the cell venting . Within approximately five minutes of cell venting the cell blew up
with a loud bang . The skin temperature of the cell ju s t  prior to the explosion was
approxImately 130°C. The behavior of this D cell with the 7” electrode was found
to be similar to the behavior of the D cells with the 20” electrodes when shorted at
25°C.

Although , the above results indicated the apparent ineffective-
ness of this approach , we examined the possibility of making the D cells safe by
reducing the rate capability In much more deta il on another program . We found that
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it is indeed possible to prevent any cell explosion or venting on short circuit
by reducing the rate capability of the cells without sacrificing the energ y dens i ty
of these cells at low rate . Indeed , these cells delivered 280 WH r/lb and
18 WHr/in 3 corresponding t o a  cell capacity of 17 — l 8 A H r at O .0 3 A . At high rate ,
the safe cells performed poorly , e .g. 4 A - H r at l , O A ,

Unfortunately, the “ safe ” cells exploded on cell reversal at
currents of 0 .01 A and 0,03 A. The cell voltages were around —0. 01 to —0.03 volts
at the point of explosion .

5 . 2 . 3 Conclusion

It is possible to prevent cell explosions on external shorting
by reducing the rate capability of the cells sufficiently . However , this does not
prevent cell explosions on voltage reversal even at as low a current as 0 .01 A from
the D size cell . Voltage reversal is not an uncommon occurrence in series connected
multicell  batteries where one cell may have a slightly lower capacity than the others .

5 .3 Genera l Conclusions

It was shown that both the low pressure venting and the r educt ion
of the rate capability of the cells prevented cell explosion on accidenta l sho rt circuit-
ing , but could not prevent explosion on forced overdischarge (voltage reversal) even
at currents as low as 0 .01 A for the D cell . This res t r i ct s  the use of the present
generation of Li/SOC12 cells to a s ingle cell application , since series connected
multicell batteries are liable to caus’ voltage—reversals in cells having a slightly
lower capacity than the others.
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6.  Task V — Thermochemical Studies of Pressure Producin g Rea ctions

The deficiencies of the physical approaches in rendering the Li/SOC12 D
cell safe on voltage reversal and the reported infrequent incidence of spontaneous ex-
plosion of partially discharged cells on storage (with or without a resistive load)
led us to consider the thermo-chemical approach for the solution of the safety problem .
The premise is tha t an understanding of the chemistry and thermochemistry of the
chemicals present in the Li/SOC12 cell at the various states of storage and dis-
charge will ultimately be usefu l in formulating an acceptable solution to the
general problem . As a first step we carried out Differential Thermal Analyses (DTA)
of the chemical compounds and their mixtures that may be present in a partially
discharged LI/SOd 2 cell . The objects were (a) to identify the exothermic combi-
na tions that could initiate and propagate an explosive reaction , (b) to determine
the temperature at which these could occur , and (c) to dis t inguish between exo-
thermic thermal runaways and endothermic pressure bursts .

We also carried Out exothermicity measurements on the various chemicals
(present in partially discharged cells) when combined at room temperature . This
is different from DTA in that the temperature rise of the various chemical combina-
tions will be measured at room temperature . The purpose was to identify the
chemical species which could spontaneously start an exothermic rea ction inside
the cell to provide the high tempera Lure needed locally for the thermal runaway .
Once the specific chemicals which may trigger the spontaneous explosions are
identified , it may then be possible to control them by chemical and/or phy~ ; -al
means .

In addition we carried out differential thermal analyses of discharged
hermetic Li/SOC12 D cells to characterize the nature of the instability tha t is
generated on discharg e with the hope of finding ways and means to stabilize
the cells.

6 . 1 Differential Thermal Analysis of Li/SOC12 Cell Const i tuents

Our initial results on the DTA analysis of the cell reaction products
Indicated that the technique was usefu l in dist inguishing between a pressure burst
and a thermal runaway . The former was endothermic , whereas the latter  was exo-
thermic . The technique was also found to be usefu l in determining the temperatures
at which the above processes are likely to occur . However , the interpretation of
some of the results was complicated because of the reactivity of the thermocouple
wire (chromel-alumel) with the chemical to be analyzed . The sample container
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used , as shown in Fig . 50, was a sealed glass ampoule with Pt wire feed—throu gh ,
the thermocouple wires were welded to the Pt wires inside the ampoule. We chose
a sealed sample container as opposed to an open glass tube , as is customary for
DTJ1 analysis , because of the reactivity of relatively volatile SOCI2, The physical
contact of the thermocouple wires with the chemicals increased the sens i t iv ity  of
the measurements , but it also allowed the thermocouple wires to be attacked by
reactive substances , particularly, S. We found that the DTA thermograms of S
resulted in exothermic peaks corresponding to its react ion w i t h  the thermocouple
wires which were found to be disintegrated at the end of the run . In order to avoid
this problem , we re—desi gned the sample conta iner so that the thermocouple wires
are physically isolated from the chem icals . The deta ils of the design of the sample
container and the results of the DTA analysis of the various cell reaction products
using the container are discussed below .

We also found that the furnace , provided for the DTA analysis of
corrosive chem icals , was too fragile to withstand the minor explosions resulting
from the experiments. We designed and fabricated a new furnace  using an aluminum
body instead of pyrex .

6 . 1 - 1 Experimental

A cross sectional view of the new sample container is shown
in Fig . 51 . It has a thermocouple well at one end of the conta iner . The thickness
of the glass of the thermocouple well was kept at a min imum in order to mainta in  a
reasonable sensi t ivi ty .  The sample con tainer was filled with the desired chemicals
from the end opposite the thermocouple well and was frozen using l~qu~J n Iroge n
and then evacuated and sealed with a flame . The absence of any feed-through
ensured the hermeticity of the containers . Leaky containers result in spuriou s
endoth erm s.

The earlier furnace was modified by replacing the pyrex body
with a thick—walled alum inum cyli’nder (Fig . 52) .  Also , the furnace was used in an
inverted position in order to ensure that the chemicals in the sample container
remain in contact with the thermocouple well .
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The sample temperature was increased from room tempera-
ture ( 2 5 ° C)  to a maximum of 300°C , at an average rate of 10°C/minute . The
t in ~ a ity of the temperature—time profile was found to be adequate for our ~~~ t :  puse .
Both the sample temperature and the differential temperature were recorded n
Jual channel strip chart recorder . The reproducibility of the measurements was
ch~ cked by replication , and it was found to be satisfa ctory .

6. 1. 2 Results and Discussion

The chemical species known or presumed to be present in the partially
disch arged Li/50C12 cells are: Li , SOd 2 ,  LLA1C14 ,  sulfur , SO 2 ,  LiC1 , Li 9 SC 3,
l i ob , Glass , Carbon , Teflon , Nickel , Kovar , and Trace Impurities (H 20, ef~: . ) .

In addition , transient species may be present that are formed
from the primary cell reaction product , SO , (18). In addition to SO they include
s C ) ,~,, S20 and polym eric (SmO) n which may be formed as a result of the ch&~m a l

r -n c -t ions  16—1 9 .

2Li + SOd 2 2 L iC1 ~
- SO (16)

2S0 --  (SO) 2 (17)

(SO2) + SO - -  -
~~~~ S20 + SO2 (18)

W2~~ x ~~~~~ + SO2 (19)

Ant :  ari d all of the above species , along with the other chemical species that may
~e been formed by chemical interactions between the above listed species , may
responsible for the ini t ia t ion and the propagation of the thermal runaway en-

ountered in the thionyl cells . For our initial studies we restricted ourselves c~
~ho stable chemica l species . Our first objective was to identify the potential  sp~ cte s
or combination of species that may cause either a pressure burst and/or a thern~u 1
runaway on external heating .

The DTA results of the above stable materials and their  various
combinations are discussed here .

The blank DTA thermogram of two A1
2
0

3 
specimens are shown

in Fig . 53 which represent a base line for all the thermograms .

1 . Lith ium

The DTA thermogram of pure Li (0.015 gm) at 5°C/miri heating
rate is shown in Fig . 54. The endotherm at 180°C represent the melting of Li and the
two sharp exotherms at 195° and 202° represent the exothermic reaction between Li
and the glass sample container . The glass sample container broke and stuck to the
sample holder . The results Indicate that the Li—glass reaction is a potential con-
tributor to the th ermal runaway.

120



291°C -

258 -

219 -

179

139

99

62 -

ENDOTHERMIC EXOTHERM IC

I I I I I

0.2 0.1 0 0.1 0.2 0.3
mV

Fig . 53 . Thermogram of Al 203 Sample (Blank)

- - 

121

-

- -  
- — - .



0
0c%J
0

0 00
U)
0)

r()

o I/
O~ 

V fl~) (0— I” — —

I
o w
o
0 1-

0 C~J0z
Ui

Fig . 54 . Thermogram of Li , Sample *l01

122



2 . Sulfur

The thermogram of S (0 .12 gm) at 5°C/m m . is shown in
Fig . 55 . The broad endothermic transition at 45° represent the base line drift  due to
thermal lag of the sample and not a real transition . The two real endothermic transi-
tions at 106° and 121°C represent the melting of two types of sulfu r e 1g. rhombic (.-c )
and monoclinic ( ,

~~~) .

3 . Thionyl Chloride (SOC12)

The thermogram of SOC12 (0 .161 gm) at 5°C/m m heating
rate is shown in Fig . 56 . There is no transition prior to the endothermic bursting
of the sample at 23 1°C,  most likely due to the pressure generated by the decompo-
sition of SOC12 to SO2 and Cl2 ,known to occur at elevated temperatures .

4 . Carbon Cathode

The thermogram of carbon cathode (0 .023 gm) at 5°C/m m
did not show any transition indicating that the material is stable in glass sample
container within the tempera ture range examined .

5 . Electrolyte Salt (LiA1C1 4)

The thermogram of LiAlCl 4 (0 . 142 gm) at 5°C/m iri heating
rate is shown in Fig . 57 . The endotherm at 118° C represents the melting of LiJldCl4 .
The materials appear to be stable .

6 . Lithium Chloride (LiCl)

The thermogram of LiCl (0 . 118 gm) at 5°C/m m is shown
in Fig . 58 . The small endotherm at 143° C probably represents dehydration.

7 . Lithium Sulfide (Li 2 S)

The thermogram of Li S (0 .043 gm) at 10°C/m m heating
rate is shown in Fig .  59 . There is no tr ansi~ion within the temperature range
examined .

8. Li th ium Sulfite (Li 2SO 3)

The thermogram of Li 2 SO 3 (0 .079  gm) as received fro m
supplier (Fisher Scientif ic)  is show n in Fig . 60 at 10°C/m m heating rate . The
endoth erm s at 183° and at 214°C represent dehydration as the material was in the
hydrated form . The thermogram after vacuum drying at 75°C for 8 hours still showed
those two endotherms indicating inadequate drying . The thermogram after va cuum
drying at 135°C for 20 hours showed no endothermic t ransi t ions indicating completion
of the drying of Li 2 SO3.
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9 . Lithium Oxide (Li 2 0)

The thermogram of Li 20 (0 .043 gm) , as shown in Fig .  61 ,
showed no transitions indicating its thermal stability .

10 . Li + SOC12

A typ ical thermogram at 10°C/m m is shown in Fig . 62 .
The endoth ermic transition at 189° C represents melting of Li and the exothermic
blast at 227° C represents a thermal runaway.

11 . Li + Carbon Cathode

A typical thermogram (10°C/mm ) i’s shown iri Fig . 63 . The endo—
therm s at 184°C represent Li melting; the exothermic transitions represent the re-
action of Li with the glass sample container which was found to be cracked and
stuck to the sample holder .

12 . Li + Glass Paper (Separator)

The typical thermogram as shown in Fig . 64 indicates an
endotherm at 187°C corresponding to the melting of Li and the larg e exotherm s
at 208°C corresponding to the vigorous combustive type of reaction between Li
and the glass sepa rator material .

13. Thermograms of Li + S

We carried out DTA analyses of 10 samples of Li + S
having various proportions of Li and S. The purpose was to check the reproduci-
bility as well as to ascertain any effect of the sample weights on the nature of
DTA thermograms . One representative thermogram is shown in Fig . 65 . The
reproducibility of the thermograms was found to be excellent . The relative we ghts
of Li and S had no effect on the th ermograms within the limits examined . The thermo-
gram showed two endothermic peaks at approximately 112°C and 122°C , correspond-
ing most likely to the melting points of two types of sulfur , viz , rhombic (113° C)
and monoclinic (120°C) . There was a very larg e exothermic peak , occurring in the
temperature range of 150° to 184°C, corresponding to a combustion . The heat
generated during this exothermal peak was such that the tempera ture of the sample
holder increased by 10° C. Most of the Li was consumed during this combustion ,
and there was no endothermic peak corresponding to Li melting at higher tempera-
tures.

The data indicated that the exothermic Li + S reaction
occurs at a tempera ture higher than the melting point of S and lower than the melt-
ing point of Li when they are present in a dry state . The Li was used as a foil and
the S was in powder form .
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14 . Li + Li2S

The thermogram showed only one endothermic peak at
194° C indicating the melting of Li . The materials appear to be stable .

15 . L i  + Li2SO3

The thermogram of Li + Li 2SO 3, H 20 (monohyd rate) is
shown in Fig . 66 , and the thermogram of Li + Li ,S0 3 (anhydrous) is shown in
Fig . 6~~. The exothermic peak at 139°C in Fig . ~ 6 appears to be associated with
the reaction between Li and H 20 from the monohydrate . The endothermic peak at
109° and the large exothermic peak at 174° C which are present in both Fig . 66
and 67 , are most likely due to the reaction between Li and Li 2 SO3.

16 . S0Cl2 +S

The thermogram is shown in Fig . 68. There was one very
small endotherm ic peak at 72° followed by a sharp endothermic peak at 107°C, mos t
likely due to the dissolution of S. The sample container burst at 236° C with a
large endotherm ind icating a pressure burst .

17 . SOC12 + Li 2S

A typical thermogram at 10°C/m m heating rate is shown in
Fig . 69 . There were two small exothermie transitions at 74° and 167° C and a very
larg e exothermic transition at 145°C prior to the usual endothermic burst at 207°C .
All of these could be potential contributors to a thermal—runaway , either as initiators
or as propagators or both .

18 . SOC12 ‘~ Li 2 SO 3

The thermogram of SOC12 + L12SO 3, H 20 (monohydrate)
showed rio transitions prior to the endotherm ic burst at 76° C. This was most likely
due to the hydrolysis of SOCI 2 from the H2O of the monohydrate to form SO 2 and
HC1, the pressure of which ruptur &~ the glass sample container . The thermogram of
SOC12 and Li2SO 3 (anhydrous) as shown in Fig . 70 had three small exotheimic
transitions at 83° , 112° and 167° prior to the endothermic burst at 171°C. The
reactions corresponding to the exothermic transitions are not known . These may
also contribute to a thermal runaway .

19 . S + Carbon Cathode

The thermogram as shown in Fig . 71 , consists of three
endothermic transitions , t~vo of which at 118° and  134°C represent the melting of
two types of sulfur and the small third one at 184° C probably represents dehydration
of the cathode .
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20 . S + Li2S

The thermogram has only two small  endothermir transi-
tions at 116° and 122° corresponding to the melting of two typr:s of sulfur .

21 . S + Li2SO3

The thermogram of S + Li 2 SO 3, H 20 (monohydrate) contains
two endothermic peaks at 105° and 120° corresponding to the melting of two types
of S and two additional endothermic peaks at 163° and 207° corresponding to the
dehydra t ion of Li2SO~ (see Fig. 60). The thermogram of S + Li2SO3 

(arthydrous)
conta ins only two endothermic peaks corresponding to the melting of two types of S.

22 . Carbon Cathode + Li
2503

The thermogram of carbon cathode + Li2SO3, H 70 (mono-
hydrate) showed a large endothermic peak at 209° corresponding to the dehydration .
The glass tube was found to be broken at the end of the run most  likely due to the
excessive pressure of H 20 vapor . The thermogram of cathode + Li

2
SO.~ (arthydrous)

showed no trans itions a t all.

23 . Li + 1(M) LLA J C1 4, SOC12 (Electrolyte)

The thermogram is very sim ilar to the thermogram of
Li + SOC12 (Fig. €2) consisting of a small endotherm at 169° followed by a largeexoth ermic blast at 223° C with visible flames .

24 . L i + S + N i Tab

This DTA run was taken in order to ascertain whether the
presence of Ni in the form of foil caused any change to the thermogram s of Li + S.
Ni is present in the thionyl D cell in the can , the tabs , and n the cathode grid .
The thermogram is shown in Fig .  72 . There is only a very minor difference ;  the
two endothermic peaks corresponding to the melting of sulf ur are separated , one
occurring at 92°C and the other at 134°C. The large exothermic peak corresponding
to Li + S combustion occurred at 182° C as before . There was no change in the
intensity of the exothermal combustion of Li and S in the presence of the Ni foil .

25 . L i + S L S O C I 2

We examined the Li + S , Li + SOC12 and the S ÷ SOd 2
combinationz separately , it is of interest to see whether there is any peculiarity
when all three are present together , The thermogram of the ternary combination ,
Li + S + SOC12 is shown in Fig . 73 . Note that the endothermic t ransi t ions  related
to S are indistinguishable because the endothermal shift ing of the baseline resulted
fro m a difference in the thermal conductivity between the reference and the sample
chemicals . The sharp eridothermic peak at 194°C corresponding to the melting of
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Li and the exothermic explosion at 204° C is similar to that observed in the
thermogram of Li + SOC12 (Fig, 62). In general , the thermogram is similar  to the
Li + SOC12 thermogram s and does not contain any features of the Li + S and the
S + SOC12 thermograms . In the Li + S system , the combustion occurred at a
temperature lower than the melting point of Li , whereas , in the Li + S + SOCI 2system , the exothermic explosion occurred at a temperature higher than the melting
point of Li ,

26. Li + Li 2S + SOC12

The thermogram is shown in Fig.  74 and it consists of one
relatively large exotherm at 134°C , very similar to that observed in the thermogram
of Li 7S + S0C12 (Fig . 69), and a small endotherm at 169° correspond ing to the melt-
ing oT Li and finally the exothermic thermal runaway at 2 14°C, similar to Li + SOC12thermogram (Fig . 62) . Thus , the thermogram of the ternary system roughly represents
a combination d the thermograms of the two binary systems , Li + SOC1

2 
and

L2S + SOC12.

27 . L i + S + L L 2 S

This experiment was done in triplicate . The typical
thermogram as shown in Fig . 75 , shows small endotherm s representing the transi-
tions correspond ing to S and a large ‘~xothermic transition at 177°C corresponding to
the combustion of Li + S as in Fig . 65 . Characteristically, there was no endothermic
transition corresponding to the melting of Li prior to the exothermic combustion .

28 . Carbo n Cathode + S + Sod 2

The eff ect of SOd 2 on the thermogra m of S ± cathode
mix was Investigated in these DTA experiments . The experiments were done in
triplicate . A typical thermogram is shown in Fig . 76 . The typical two endothermic
peaks corresponding to the transitions of two types of sulfur were replaced by one
endothermic peak occurring at a lower temperature , 101°C. This may ind i cate the
endothermic dissolution of S in SOd 2 .  At higher temperature , 2 19°C , the sample
container burst with a sharp endotherm corresponding tc a pressure burst .

29 . Carbon Cathode + 1(M) LiAlCl 4 - Sod 2 (Electrolyte)

The thermograms consist of only a small endotherm at 88°C
followed by the endothermic pressure burst at 238° C as usual .

30. S + 1(M) LLA1C14 — 
SOd 2 

(Electrolyte)

The thermogram consists of one endotherm at 93° , correspond-
ing to the d ssolut ion of S followed by the endotherm c pressure burs t at 193°C very
similar to Fig . 76 . This  experiment was done in duplicaté .
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31 . Li 2S + 1(M) LLA1C 14 — 
SOC12 (Electrolyte)

The thermogram consists of one small exotherm at 80°C ,
two somewhat larger exo therms at 109° and 118° and another small exotherm at
149° followed by the endothermic rupture of the sample container , The thermogram
is very similar to the thermogram of Li 2S + SOC12 (Fig . 69) .

32 . Li 2SO 3 + 1(M) L1A1C14 — 
SOC12 

(Electrolyte)

The thermogram is completely featureless except for the
endothermic bursting at 184° C ,  characteristic of all samples containing SOC12 .
The L12SO3 used was anhydrous .

33 . Li T Li2SO3 + SOC12

The thermogram was identical to the thermogra~n of
Li + SOCI 2 (Fig , 62) and consisted of one endotherm at 188° corresponding to the
melting of Li followed by an exothermic explosion at 204 °C.

34 . L i + S ± S 2C12

The thermogram as shown in Fig . 77 consists of a small
endotherm at 185° C corresponding to the melting of Li , followed by an exothermic
explosion at 302°C. The second thermogram, shown in Fig , 78 consists of a small
endotherm at 73°C most likely due to the dissolution of S, and then a second endo-
therm at 183°C corresponding to melting of Li , followed by a larg e endothenn at
191° and larger exotherm s at 197° , 205 ° and 224° C. The tube was found to be
broken and stuck to the sample container , The results of the second run were some-
what ambiguous because of the tube breakage ,

35. L i + S + C S 2

This experiment was also done in duplicate. Both the
thermograms were quite featureless other than the exothermic explosion at 169-’
and 178°C for the two experiments . In the second run , the explosion was
accompanied with blue flames. These explosions occurred before the melting of
LI at temperatures where Li — S combustions were observed (Fig . 65) .

36. L i + S + P O C 1 3

This experiment was also done in duplicate . One thermo-
gram Is shown In Fig . 79 . The small endotherms at 107° and 115° are most likely
related to S and the third endotherm at 184° represent the melting of Li , The sample
exploded exotherm lcally at 309° C. In the second run the sample exploded after it
was removed from the furnace at the end of the run.
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Fig . 77. Thermogram of Li + S + S2 C12 ,  Sample *95

151

— - ~~~~~~~~- - -~~~~~ _ _ _ _ _ _



317°C —

288 —

253 — 224 °c 205 °C 

\191 C

/ 212 — 
_ _ _

/
183 °C 197°C

167 -

115 —

73°C C

58 ~~~~\4

)

ENDOTHERMIC EXOTHERMIC

0.2 0.1 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4

Fig , 78, Thermogra m of Li + S + S2 C12 ,  Sample *96

152



BURST
309 °C

- 293 °C

— 259

- 220

184°C
- 174

- 12 2
115°C
107°C

- 6 1

ENDOTHERM I C EXOTHERM IC

0.2 0.1 0 0.1 0.2
mV

Fig , 79 , Li + S + POd 3, Sample *100

153

- - I  - - - -  - .  -~~~~~



37 . Li + S + 1(M) LiA1C14 — 
SOC12 (Electrolyte )

The thermogram as shown in Fig .  80 was very similar
to that of the 1,i + 5 + SOC12 thermogram (Fig . 73) consist ing of two small endotherm s
at 99° and 122 , most likely related to S, a large endotherm at 188° corresponding
to melting of Li and an exoth ermic blast at 273° C.

38 . Li + S + SOC12 + S2 C1 2

This experiment was done in triplicate , One thermogram
is shown in Fig . 81 . Very small endotherrnic peaks are related to the interactions
with S and the endothermic peak at 185° C represents the melting of Li . The sample
exploded exothermically at 234 °C ,  very similar to that of the Li + S + SOC12
sample (F ig . 73),

39 , 5 --

~ 1(M) LLA1C14, SOC12 (90 vol%) + S2 C12 (10 vol%)

The thermogram is shown in Fig . 82.  It consists of an
endoth erm at 96°C corresponding to the dissolution of S followed by an endothermic
pressure burst at 208 ° C .

40 . 5 + 1(M) LIJ½1C14, 5OC12 (90 vol%) + CS2 (10 vol%)

The thermogram , as shown in Fig . 83 , consists of two
endotherm s , one at 93°C , most likely due to the dissolution of S, and another
at 224°C and surprisingly no endothermic pressure burst ,

41 . S + 1(M) LLA1CJ4, SOC12 (90 vol%) + POCI 3 (10 vol%)

The thermogram , as shown in Fig . 84 consists of one
endotherm at 107°C correspond ing to the S dissolution followed by the endothermic
pressure burst at 215° C.

42.  Li + S + 1(M) LiA1C14, SOC12 (90 vol%) + S2 C12 (10 vol%)

The thermogram , as shown In Fig . 85 , consists of one
endotherm at 83° corresponding to the dissolution of S , one endotherm at 185°
corresponding to the melting of Li followed by a very violent exothermic explosion
at 261°C.

43 . Li ~~ S + 1(M) LiA1CI4, SOd 2 (90 vol%) + CS2 (10 vol%)

The thermogram , as shown in Fig .  86 consists of one endotherm
at 88°C corresponding to the dissolution of S, another small endotherm at 185°C
corresponding to Li melting , followed by a violent exothermic explosion at 210° C.
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44 , Li + S + 1(M) LLAIC14 ,  SOC12 (90 vol%) -
~ FOCi3 (10 vo1)~)

The thermogram , as shown in Fig . 87 , consists of two
endotherm s at 105° and 185° C corresponding to the dissolution of S and the melting
of Li respectively. The sample exploded violently with an exotherm at 225 ° C.

All the above DTA results are summarized in Table 18.

6 . 1 . 3 c:onclus ons

In general , all the cell constituents except Li and Sod 2 were
found to be quite inert when tested singly. Li showed exothermic reaction with glass
sample container and SOC12 underwent endothermic pressure burst .

In b inary combination , the following chemicals were found to be
capable of initialing and propagating an exothermic combustion and/or thermal run-
away . The lowest temperature at which it occurred is shown in parenthesis .

1 , Li SOC12 (192 °C)
2 . Li + glass fi l ter paper (207°C)
3 . Li + S (153°C)
4 . Li + Li 2SO3, H.,O (139 °C)
5 . Li 2S + 5OC12 (c45 °C)
6 .  Li2SO 3 

-
~
- SOCl~ (167 CC)

In all the above binary combinations except (1) anJ (2) , the exotherms occurred
below the melting point of Li whereas in the case of (1) and (2) the exotherm occurred
at or abov e the melting point of Li .

Also , note that the presence of Li is not essential for the initiation
and/or propagation of a thermal runaway, as in the case of binary combinations (5)
and (6) . Although the presence of L12S and Li 2 SO3 in a partially discharged cell has
not been completely established as yet , it is reasonable to assume that the: chemical
reaction between Li and S or SO2 which are present in the cell may lead to the forma-
tion of Li 2S and Li2SO 3 .

The binary combinations which caused endothermic pressure
bursts were:

7. Li2S + SOC1 (207° C)
8. S + SOC12 (~36°C)
9. Carbon cathode + SOd 2 (2 41°C)

10. Li 2SO 3~ H 9O + SOC12 (76°C)
11. L12S0 3 + ~OCl 2 (171° C)

Jill the combinations contained SOd 2 which decomposed to SO 2 and Cl2 leading to a
pressure burst . In the case of the binary combination (10) water of hydration catalyzed
this decomposition so that the pressure burst occurred at as low a temperature as 76° C.
This demonstrated the importance of the catalytic effects of minor amounts of impur i-
ties on the safety of the Li/SOC12 system .
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TABLE 18

Summary of the DTA Results

H eating
Materials Tube Rate Peaks Explosions Remarks

Number (° C/Min) Type Temp Type Temp - 

-

Li 101 5 Endo 180° None Tube broken and
Exo 2X 195° stuck in block 
E~ o_2X . 20~ ° 

S 102 5 Endo 106° None
Endo 121°

S0C1
2 -  - ~~

5 None 
- - 

Endo 23 1°
Carbon 103 5 None None
Cathode
LiAlCl4 Endo 118° None

LiCl 113 5 Endo 143° None

Lt2 S 37 10 None None

L12S03 60 10 Endo 183° Endo 214° As received from
supplier contains 
H~Oof hydration

71 10 Endo 162° Tube Broken
Endo 5X 199° 

None 
Vacuum dried 75°C
8 hours .

74 10 None None Vacuum dried 135°C 
20 hours.

Li+SOC 12 21 10 Endo 183° Exo 192° Broke TC’ s

26 10 Endo 189° Exo 227°
Bla st

107 5 Endo 180° Exo 291° Broke DTC
Blas t

Li + Cathode 65 10 Endo 170° N 
Tube broken and

Exo 5X 187° 
one stuck in block

85 10 Endo 184° Tube broken and
Exo 5X 197° None stuck in block .
Exo 50X 199°

86 10 Endo 183° Tube broken and
Exo 214° ,224° None stuck In block
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Hea ting
Materials Tube Rate Peaks Explosions Remark s

Number (°C/Min) Type Temp Type Temp

Li + Glass 38 10 Endo 187° None Tube broken and
Paper Exo 207 ° stuck in block

Exo lox 214°

39 10 Endo 187° None Tube broken and
Exo SOX 208 ° stu ck in block

TC weld broken
LI2S+SOC12 34 10 Exo 77°

Exo 5X 142° Endo 219°

51 10 Exo 74°
Exo lox 145° Endo 207 °
Exo 167°

52 10 Exo 76°
Exo 5X 147° Endo 229°
Exo 163°

S + SOCl~ 27 10 smj~ndo 71° 
Endo lO7° Endo 236° 

L i + S  41 10 Exo 93°
Endo 113° None Small crack in tube
Endo 128°
Exo 5X 174°

‘12 10 sm. Endo 113°
Endo 126° None
Exo 50X 168°

43 10 Endo 112°
Endo 122° None Tube broken
Exo 20X 184°

44 10 sm .Endo 126°
Exo 50X 172° None

45 10 sm . Endo 126°
Endo 132° None
Exo 20X 164°

46 10 Endo 117°
Endo 127° None
Exo 50X 178°

47 10 sm .Endo 116°
Endo 126° None Tube cracked
Exo 20X 172°

48 10 Endo 120°
Endo 126° Tube broken and
Exo lox 159° 

None stuck in block
sm .Endo 252°

49 10 Endo 118°
Endo 124° Tube broken and
Exo 50X 153° 

None stuck in block
sm .Exo 290°
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Heat ing
Materials Tube Rate Peaks Explosions Remark s

Number (°C/Mln) Type Temp Type Temp

L i + S 50 10 Endo 118°
Endo 129° None Tube broken and
Exo 50X 157° stuck in block

Li2
0 73 10 None None

80 10 sm Exo 147° None 
-

sm Endo 153°

S ÷ Cathode 28 10 Endo 124°
Endo 134° None

sm Endo 184°

Li + Li 2 S 58 10 Endo 194° None

Li 2S + S 59 10 Endo 116° None
Endo 122°

Li Li2SO3 61 10 Exo 139° Tube broke and sttx~kEndo 169° None -

Exo 5X 174° 
in block

75 10 Endo 162° Vac dried 135° 20
Exo 17~° None hrs . L i2SO3. Tube
Exo 20X 179° broken and stuck

S + Li2SO3, 62 10 Endo 105°
H2O Endo 120 ° None Tube stuck in

Endo 163° heating block
Endo 20 7°

S + Li 2SO~ 76 10 sm Endo 71°
Endo 105° None Vac dried 135°
Endo 115° 20 hrs Li 2 SO 3

Li2SO3, H2O 63 10 None Endo 76°
+SOC12

Li 2SO 3+SOC12 82 10 Exo 83°
Exo 112° Endo 171° Vac dired 135° 
Exo l67°_ 20 Hr . Li~SO 3

Cathod e + 64 10 Endo 209° None Bottom of tube
LI 2SO3, H 20 broken

Cathode+L12S03 78 10 None None Vac dried 135°
20 hr L12S0 3

L !+LiA1C14+ 67 10 sm Endo 169° Exo 223° ~~~~~~~~~~~~
Insulators
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H eating
Materials Tube Rate Peaks Explosions Remarks

Number (°C/Min) Type Temp Type Temp

Li+S+SOC1
2 

25 10 Endo 194° Exo 204 ° Broke TC’ s and
insulator

Li+S+Ni tab 40 10 Endo 92°
Endo 134° None
Exo 50X 182°

57 10 sm Endo 115°
Endo 126° None
Exo 50X 174°

Cathode+S+ 19 10 Endo 105°
SOC12 Exo 12 1° Endo 22 8°

23 10 Endo 100°
sm Endo 154° Endo 219°
sm Endo 197°

29 10 Endo 105° Endo 197°

Ll+S±Li S 35 10 Endo 81° ,96°2 
Endo 117°,131°
Exo lOX 179° None Small cra ck in tube

Endo 290°

53 10 sm Endo 127°
sm Endo 149° None

Exo 50X 172°

54 10 sm Endo 116°
sm Endo 123° None

Exo 50X 173°

Li+Li 2S+ 66 10 Exo 134°
SOd 2 Endo 169° Exo 214° Broke TC and insulator

S+1(M)LiAlCl4 68 10 Endo 93° Endo 193°

87 10 Endo 103° Endo 227°

Cathode+ l (M) 69 10 l~road
LLA1C14+SOC12 Endo 88° Endo 238°

Li 2S+1(M) 70 10 sm Exo 80°
LIA1C14±SOC12 Exo 2X 109° Endo 197°Exo 2X 118°

sm Exo 149°

Li 2SO3+LthlCl4 81 10 None Endo 184° Vac dried 135°
+SOCl 2 2O hrs Li 2SO3

Li~ Ll 2SO 3+ 83 10 Endo 188° Exo 204°
SOd 2
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Heating
Materials Tube Rate Peaks Explosions Remarks

N umber (° C/Min) Typ e Temp Type Temp

Li~ S+S 2 C12 95 10 Endo 185° Exo 302°

96 10 Endo 73° , 183°
E ndo 5X 191°
Exo 20X 197° No ne Tu be broke n , bottom
Exo 5X 205° half stuck in block
Exo 224°

Li+S+CS 2 97 10 None Exo 169°
98 10 No ne Exo 178° Blue flame s

Li+S+POC 13 99 10 Endo 108° Exploded when furnace was lifted
Endo 184° off after the run

100 10 Endo 107°
Endo 115° Exo 309° Broke TC and
E ndo 184° insulator -

Li+S+LIA1C14 84 10 Endo ~~~~° Blast broke TC and+SOC12 Endo 122° Exo 273° Lnsu1~torEndo 188°

91 10 Erido 98°
Endo 184° None All liquid gone from

Broad En do 236° — 288° tube

Li+S±SOC12 22 10 sm Erido 88° Blast , broke TC an d+S2 CI 2 sm Endo 139° Exo 238° insulatorsm E ndo 191°

32 10 Endo 103°
Endo 187° E~co 256°

33 10 sm Endo 90°
sm Erido 146° Exo 234° Broke TC and

Endo 184° insulator

S+LiA ICI4+ 88 10 Endo 96° Endo 208 °
SOC12+S2C12

S+LIA1C14+ 89 10 Endo ~3° -

SOC12+CS 2 Broad Endo 224 ° None

S+LIA1C14+ 90 10 E rido 107° Erido 215°
SOC 12+P0013

Ll+S-f- LIA1C14 92 10 Endo 83° Blast , broke TC and
+50Cl2+52Cl2 sm Endo 185° Exo 261° all TC Insulators

Li+S+LIAIC14 93 10 Endo 88°
+SOC12+CS2 Endo 160° Exo Broke TC and in— 

sm Endo 185° 
Li+S+L 1AICI4 94 10 Endo 105° Broke TC insulator s
+SOC I 2+P0C13 Endo 185° Exo 225 °
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The DTA results of the ternary and the quarternary combina-
tions indicate that the addition of LLMC 14 to all the binary combinations contain-
ing SOC12 did not alter their thermograms in any significant way . The electro-
lyte salt }ias little effect on the safety of the LI/SO Cl 2 system .

On the other hand , the addition of SOC12 to the binary combina-
tions such as (3) and (4 ) ,  resulted in significant changes in the thermograms . The
temperatures at which the exothermic explosion occurred was increased above the
melting point of LI . This leads us to conclude tha t the presence of excess SOd 2
at the end of the discharge may be beneficial from a safety standpoint .

The effect of additives such as S7 C12 , FOCi 3 and CS2 was
found to be insignificant in all samples containing sOci2. However , in samples
containing no SOC12 ,  the presence of S2 d12 and POC13 increased the temperature
at which the exothermic explosion occurred from (200_252cC) to (302°—309°C).
This leads us to conclude that the effect of S2 C19 and POC13 on the safety of a
fresh and/or partially discharged cell is negligible but it may be significant in
the case of a completely discharg~ed cell which contains no SOC12 .

In summary,  the following conclusions were arrived at from
the DTA stud ies:

1. If the cells can be designed to maintain all of cell interior
at temperatures below 100°C at all times , including all local sites in the cell ,
the cells will probably not experience thermal run-aways or explosions .

2 . The electrolyte salts may not have any significant effects
in the safety of the Li/SOC12 system .

3. The ca talytic affects of trace quantities of impurities
may lead to unpredictable hazardous conditions , not yet fully explored .

4 . Usefulness of additives such as S2C12 and POd 3 in
enhancing the safety of the cells could not be demonstrated .

5. The development of chemical inhibitors remains an
open question .

6.  The effects of unstable reaction intermediates remain
to be studied (SO and its intermediate reaction products) .
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6 .2 Exothenri ic ity Measurements

The primary objective of these experiments was to identify the
chemical combinations present in a partially dLscharged cell that may gencrate
heat locally by spontaneous chemical reaction at room tempera ture , leading to a
spontaneous thermal runaway as experienced with some Li/SOC19 cells . We
measured the d ifferential temperatures of the various chemicals tha t may be present
in the cell when they are combined at room temperature . We call it the ‘ exo--
thermicity of the chemical mixture .

6 . 2 . 1 Experimental

The apparatus is shown schematically in Fig . 88. It consists
of two identical glass sample holders with a special thermocouple trough at the
bottom . One sample holder contains alumina at room temperature . The other sample
holder conta ins the first chemical A -to be examined . The second chemical
B is added from the inlet tube in the form of li quid or vapor and
mixes with the first chemical . The temperature changes occurring during the mixing
and/or reaction between A and B is monitored on a strip chart recorder .
The entire system is mainta ined in a thermostatic ba th . A rise in the temperature
~ndioates any exothermic reactions , including the heat of mixing . We carried
out these measurements with:  Li , SOC12 ,  Li 2S , Li 20, LiOH , H 20, 02 in order to
identify the exothermic combinations .

6 .2 . 3  Results and Discussion

The experiments were carried out in three parts . In the first
part we added dry SOC1

2 
vapor to the various materials to check the exothermtc~ty.

The results are summarized in Table 19 . The experiments were done in sequence
according to the columns under chemical B from left to ri ght  of Table 19 . Not e
that passage of argon through the chemicals Li 2S , Li 20 , LIOH , Li 2 S + Li 20, Li ,
Li + S and Li + S + Li 2S caused no reaction , exothermic or c-ndothemi ic,as expected .
N ext , on passage of SOd 2 vapor with argon (bubbling argon through SOd 2 )
through the above chemicals caused exothermic reactions with all the above

chemicals except Li and Li + S. It indicates that spontaneous heat generation
is possible when SOC12 comes in contact with chemicals such as Li2S that may
be produced in the cells . -

In the second part we added liquid SOC12 to the various
chem icals and also moistur e along with the liquid SOC12 .  The results are sum-
marized in Table 20. Again going from left to right of column under chemical B
note that argon produced no reaction as before . But addition of l iquid SOC12 alc~ ci
with the continuing argon flow caused strong exothermic reactions in all cases
except with LI and Li + S where endothermic reactions were observed because of

_ _ _ _ _ _  - -  
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the evaporation of SOC12 by flowing argon . Next , addition of H 20 vapor by
means of argon caused exothetmic reactions in a l l  cases , as expected . The
results indicate that ingress of moisture into Li/S0d1

2 
cells may lead to a

hazardous condition by setting off exotherm ic reactions which may lead to a
thermal runaway. Such a condi t ion migh t occur if an alleged hermetic seal lost
its hermeticity due to corrosion , or if electrolyte were transferred from a cell
under conditions of perceptible humidity .

In the third part , as summarized in Table 21 , we determined
the effect of 02 and we repeated some of the experiments of part two . The results
indicate that 02 has no effect and confirm the previous results of pa rt two concern-
ing the strong exothermic reaction of liquid SOd 2 and moisture with all the above
chemicals .

6.2.3 Conclusions

Several exothermic chemical combinations have been identified .
The Li 2 S + SOd 2 combination undergoes spontaneous exothermic reaction . Since a
partially discharged cell conta ins both Li and S dissolved in SOC12 ,  the formation
of Li 2 S according to the reaction

2 Li + S —9 Li 2S (20)

is likely. This could explain the incidence of explosion s of partially discharged
cells on storage at ambient temperature . The spontaneous exoth ermic reaction be-
tween Li 2S + SOd 2 may serve as a trigger for the thermal runaway. Moisture en-
hances the reactions and the system becomes more exothermic in the presence of
moisture . Thus , total hermeticity of Li/SOdl z cells at all stages of discharge ,
storage and disposal appears to be a pre-requisite for safety .

6. 3 DIfferentia l Thermal Analysis of Hermetic Li/SOCI 2 D Cells

We found the undischarged Li/SOC1 hermetic D cells to be more
stable and ;)r edictahle than the discha gec~ cells . Also , the thermal runaways
experienced by the uri d i scharged D cells on accidental shorting (internal or
external) w~~ intri nsically preventable by means of low pressure venting .
No such prevention wiis possible in the case of spontaneou s thermal runaw~~
of dischdrged cell s .  The latter is also unpredi ctab le . The purpose of this
study is to identify and characterize the nature  of the ins tab i l i ty  that may
have been generated as a result  of the dischar ge of the Li/SOCI 2 D cells
We chose to use a thermal method to characterize the i n s t ab i l i t y  of the
hermetb D cells since this is the most d irect approach and the results may
complement our DTA studies of the cell constituents .
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6 . 3. 1 Exper imental

~~~~~ T~~rmetic D cells were made by winding carbon ca thodes
(20” x 1. 75 ” x 0. 0 2 5 ” ) ,  Li anode s (21 . 25”  x 2 . 0 ”  x 0 .0 1 5 ” )  and tw layers
of glass filter paper separators into cylindrical spools and packagin g them
in D size (OD: 1.30” , L: 2 . 3 8 ” )  nickel cans . The cell top was designed
with three feedthroughs , t wo of which are tubes extending halfwa y down
th e cell . The tubes are closed at the bottom end and are used as thermo-
couple wells . The third (short) feedthrough is also a tube and it acts both
as an electrolyte fill port and the anode terminal.  This tube is closed at
the top after the electrolyte filling . The cross—sectional view of the cell
is shown in Fig . 89. The thermocouple well that was used for the differential
temperature measurements was the one located halfwa y between the center
and the wall of the cell .

The cross-sectional view of the heating fixture developed for
carrying out the DTA of the D cells is shown in Fig . 90.  It consists of
a split a luminum block with two cylindrical cavities for the D cells and
three thermocouple wells located at three pos itions shown in Fig . 90.
The two halves of the aluminum block are put together after placing the
two D cells in the proper cavities and securing them by means of screws .
In this manner good thermal contact is ensured between the D cell and the
aluminum block . The aluminum block is then wrapped with heating elements
which are connected to a power supply that provides an approximately linear
temperature rise. The aluminum fixture Is thoroughly insulated on all sides
to prevent heat dissipation .

The DTA of D cells was carried out by heating the aluminum
fixture so that the temperature of the fixture rose approx imately linearly
and monitoring the differential temperature of the two D cells , one of which
served as the reference .

6 . 3 . 2  Results

The sensitivity of the DTA system was checked by running a
DTA of two undlscharged D cells . The thermogram Is shown in Fig . 91.
The differential temperature response is shown in millivolts and the tempera-
ture of the aluminum fixture Is shown In °C. The temperature limit of the
experiment was kept relatively low, viz , between room temperature and 70°C.
The heating rate was approximately 0.2°C/minute . The absence of any
transitions Indicate that the D cells were Identical In terms of their thermal
properties . The open circuit voltage (OCV) of both the cells was monitored
during the experiment. It was 3.59V at 25°C and it decreased to 3 .5 7V at
7000.
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Fig . 89 Cross sectional view of the Li/SOC12 D cell with thermocouple
wells
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A DTA run of an ur i i sch .~rged D cell us ing another D cell filled
with Al 0 as a refer ence ~s showr~ in Fig . 9 2 .  The gradual  drift  of the
diff eren2ti~ 1 temperat ure at  the s ta r t  is .-it trihuted to the differe nce in the
th ermal characterist ics of ~he Li/SOC12 cell and the reference cell. Again ,
the ab sence of any transi t ion s indicate that A12 03 filled D c~’1ls can be
used as a reference cell . The temperature was increased to almost 100°C
in this run .

Next , we discharged a D cell at 0 .2 5 A  to remove 6A .Hr  of its
capacity and then ran a DTA of this partially discharged D cell aga inst
a D size can filled with A1

2
0

3
. The thermogram is shown in Fig . 93.

The initial drift was due to Al 2 03 as before . A very broad exothermic
peak around 80°C was observed . A secon d ru n , Fig . 94 , using the same
di scharged cell and a fresh cell as reference , sh owed no exothermic
tra nsitions . The use of fresh cell as a reference instead of A12 03 , prev ents
the drifting of the base lin e of the thermogram .

In the above runs we kept the upper limit of the temperature at
100°C. In the next run we increased the upper limit of the temperature to
16 3°C. The thermograms of two fresh cells are shown in Fig . 95 .  The
absence of the drifting base lines as well as the absence of any transitions
indicate that the fresh cells are quite s imilar  in their thermal characteristics
up to 16 3°C. An upper temperature limit of abou t 170°C was maintained for
all the subs equent runs .

The D cell which was discharged at GA . Hr and subjected to DTA
runs earlier was discharged further at 0 . 2 5 A  for an additional capacity of
7 . 1A .Hr; thus making the total removed capacity 13 . 1A . H r . This discharged
cell was used again for a DT~\ run with a fresh cell as a reference . The
thermogram showed no transit ions from room temperature up to 70°C .  The
thermogram at temperatures between 70° and 16 3c C is shown in Fig . 96.
The average heating rate was 0 . 35°/minute . The thermogram showed two
exothermic peaks close together at 92°  a nd 103° ; and a third smaller one
at 148°C.  A repeat run , as sh own in Fig . 97 , showed no transitions .

Another D cell was discharged completely at 0 25A , realizing
a capacity of J 2 . 7 A . H r . The DTA thermogra m of this cell with a fresh cell
as a reference is shown in Fig. 98.  There are two sharp exothermic peaks
at 99° and 1 12°  followed by the beginning of another exothermic peak at
164° . The sharpness of the peaks and the increase of the peak temperatures
of this run compared to the previous run (Fig . 96) may be due to the increased
heating rates , 0 .8°C/minute  wh ich is more than twice that of the previous run .
The exothermic behavior of the discharged cell appears to be reproducible .
The repeat run of the same cells (Fig . 99) showed no transi t ions as before .
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Fig . 92 Th ermogram of a fresh Li/SOd 2 D cell against a D size can
filled with A1203
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Fig. 93 Thermogram of a partially discharged (6 A, Hr) LI/Sod 2 D cell
against .A1203
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Fig. 94 Thermogram of the partially discharged (6 A.Hr) D cells (second run)
against a fresh D cell
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Fig . 95 Thermogram of two fresh Li/Sod 2 D cells

184 
-

-

~

- -  - - 

--

~~~~ 

-

~~~~~

- - -

~~~

- - --



163 °C —

45° — 
148 °

130 ° —

117° —

107 ° —

103°

960 —

-
~~~~~~~ 92°

890  —

ENDOTHERMIC EXOTHERMIC

82°  —

— I I I I I
0.) 0 0.) 0.2 0.3 0.4

mV

Fig . 96 Thermogram of a completely discharged (13. 1 A. Hr) D cell
against a fresh cell
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Fig . 97 The repeat run of the cells shown in Fig . 96
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Fig . 98 Thermogram of a completely discharged (12 .7 A .Hr) ID cell
against a fresh cell

187

• -  —



154 °

— (28 °C

— (02 °

— 7 80

ENDOTHERMIC EXOTHERMIC

— 55°

— 3 1°C
I I I ” —.. I I

0.3 0.2 0.1 0 0.! 0.2
mV

Fig . 99 The repeát run of the cells shàwn in Fig . 98

188



We discharged another D cell at 0 . 25A and realized a capacity
of 12 . OA , H r  to 2 . 0  volt . This cell was also subjected to a DTA run using
A.1203 

(in D can) as reference . The thermogram is shown in Fig . 100 .
The two sharp exotherms at 900 and 113° followed by the beginning of a
third one at 166° are similar to the ones seen in the previou s run . The
apparent endotherm at 133° Is most likely due to the drifting of the base
line . The reproducibility of the pehnomenon appears to be quite good .
The repeat run of the same cell , (Fig . 101) shows no exothermic transi-
tions except towards the end of the thermogram , where it shows the
beginning of an exothermic transition .

We measured the differential temperatures of another D cell
during the course of its discharge at 0 .25A using Al 2 O,~ as reference .
We found that the differential temperature remained vl?fually constant
during the discharge and began an exothermic rise towards the end of the
discharg e . The cell delivered 12 .3 A .Hr  to 2 . 0  volts . The behavior is
quite expected and is shown in the thermogram (Fig . 102) of the cell
again st M 2 0 . The differential temperature of the cell was measured
at room temp~ rature after passing 0 . 25A through the previously discharged
cell . The differential temperature showed a sharp exothermic rise
corresponding to the sharp polarization of the cell voltage . On tu rning
off the current , the differential temperature dropped back and a DTA run
was started . The thermogram again showed the two typical exotherms
at 101° and 110° . The beginning of the third one is barely noticeable
at 168°C. Again , the repeat run (Fig . 103) showed only the beginning of
an exotherm at 164°C.

All the discharged D cells were exa m ined after the firs t DTA
run and were found to have developed severe bulging of the cell top . The
elapsed time between the discharge and the first DTA run was varied from
2 to 6 days ari d it did not seem to have any effect on the DTA thermogram .
Si milarly , the elapsed time between the first and the second DTA run was
varied from I to 7 days and it did not affect the second thermogram .

6 .3 . 3  Discussion

The relative stability of the undischarged Li/SOC1 cells is
demonstrated by the lack of exothermic transistions in the D~A thermogram
of undischarged D cells aga inst Al 03 reference . This corroborates the
earlier DTA results which showed t~ e absence of any exothermic Inter —
actions between the materials present in a fresh cell in the temperature
regime below the melting point of LI. The materials that are present in a
fresh cell are LI , glass , carbon , Teflon , Ni , SOd 2

, L1AIC14 and trace
impurities .
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Fig . 100 Thermogram of a completely discharged (12 A Hr) D cell against Al203
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Fig . 101 The repeat run of the cell shown in Fig . 100
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The Instability of the discharged L i/SOCI 2 cell Is demonstrated
by the presence of two strong exothermic reactions occurring in the tempera-
ture range of 80- 100°C. The reactions are irreversible and may involve
transient species since no exothermic transitions are observed during the
repeat DTA runs , It is reasonable to conclude that some of the chemical
species involved in these exothermic reactions are generated in the cell
as a result of the discharge.

The primary cell reaction is thought to be:

2 L i+  SOCI 2 v 2 LICI + SO (21)

The bi-radical SO is thermodynamically unstable and may undergo
further reactions as follows :

2 SO ~
(SO) 2 (22)

(SO) 2 + SO *S20 + SO2 (23)

-97 .8K Cal/mole .

520 may polymerize to a yellow solid at low temperature .
However , both the polymer and S2 O may undergo decompos ition reaction
on heating to 100°C or above in a quantitative manner .

2S 0 -3S  + SO (24)
2 rhomb 2

= - 1 2. 5 K  Cal/mole of S2O

Thus , the overall decomposition reaction would be:

SO ~ 1/2S~~ b + 1/2 SO2 
(25)

H~ = -36 .8K Cal/mole

and the overall cell reaction :

4U + 2SOC12 ~4UCl + S + SO2 (26)

It is possible to calculate the thermodynamic EMF of the cell
according to the reactions (21) and (26) ,  using the AG° value of SOC12in a gaseous state . The Eo calculated based on reaction (2 1) is 3.05 volt
whereas the E0 calculated based on reaction (26) is 3 .72  volt . The experi-
mental value of 3 .60 volt indicate further the Instability of SO and that the
cell voltage is probably a mixed potential corresponding to a m ixture of
reactions (2 1) through (25) depending upon the discharge tempera ture .
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In view of the fact that the above E 0 values were calculated
using AG° of gaseous SOC12 , the small difference between the experimenta l
and the calculated value may indicate the reaction (26) to be the predominant
overall cell reaction .

Based on this , the species that are thought to be formed as a
result of discharge would be SO , (SO) 2 , S2 O (S O) polymer , 5 , LiCl .
Of these , all except Lid are reactive . The chemic’~l reactions (23) through
(25) are all exothermic and could cause the irreversible exothermic transi-
tions observed in the DTA thermograms of the D cells . The reactions are
also homogeneous (gas or liquid phase) and therefore, they could occur at
relatively high rates at room temperature .

In addition , the reaction s of the above species with SOCI 2 and
LI should also be considered . For example

2 Li + S —
~~~~~. Li2 S (27)

• 
~~~G° = - l 2 OK Cal/mole of Li2S

is an extremely exothermic reaction and is particularly prone to occur s ince
S is in solution in SOd 2 . Furthermore , we showed earlier that Li S
undergoes spontaneous exothermic reactions with SOd 2 . We are ~n the
process of determining the i~ H values for this reaction which is speculated
to be

SOd 2 + Li2S —~~~ S2O + 2L1CI (28)

The nature of the “instability ” generated in a thionyl cell by
discharge Is rather complex; although it manifests itself rather simply in
the form of

(a) Two exothermic peaks In the DTA of the discharged
cell , and

L (b) Occasional spontaneou s explosion of partially dis-
charged cells on storage .

• rt Is intriguing to speculate whether the two manife stations are related .

It is pos sible that the exotherrnic reactions , corresponding to the
• noted peaks In the thermogra m , could occur at room temperature at a slower

rate and bu ild up heat locally inside the cell thereby acceleratirg the reactions
even further thus providing a trigger for the remaining active materials such
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as Li , S , SO , SOd 2 causing a thermal runaway . According to this model ,
the exotherm~c peaks and the occasional cell explos ions are related . This
suggests an Interesting approach towards alleviating the spontaneou s cell
explosion problem . Since , the second DTA runs do not show any exothermic
peaks , it indicates that the chemicals responsible for the exothermic re-
actions are completely exhausted during the first run .  Thu s , a controlled
thermal excurs ion may provide a means to deactivate the discharged cells .

6.4  Genera l Conclusions

It was demonstrated from the DTA studies that there are several cons ti-
tuents in the Li/S0d12 cel l which could create a thermal runaway when heated
to a suitable temperature . Li is one of the most important exothermic com-
ponents . It was shown from the exothermicity measurements that there are
several chemical combinations which may be present in a partially discharged
LI/SOC12 cell that are capabl e of undergoing spontaneous exothermic reaction
to produce heat inside the cell . Mois ture accelerated this heat generation .
Thus , a cell should have a totally hermetic cell enclosure to prevent moisture
Ingress.

The instability of the discharged Li/SOC12 D cells was characterized
using the DTA technique. The DTA thermograms of discharged D cells show ed
two sharp exothermic transitions in the 80-100°C temperature range corres-
ponding to exothermic reactions of the discharged products . The absence
of these peaks in repeat runs indicate the possible exhaustion of the un-
stable species during the first run .  This suggests a possible approach of
deactivating the discharged cells by subjecting them to a controlled thermal
defusing .
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7. Task VI - Local Internal Heating of D Cells to
Test the “Hot Spot” Theory of Cell Explosion

According to the “hot spot ” theory , the spontaneou s explosion of
discharged Li/SOdi cells is caused by chemical reactions (discussed In
the previou s Section2) which create a local “hot spot ” in the cell by virtue
of their exothermic nature and this “hot spot ” then serves as a trigger
for the other active cell cornpoments such as Li , S , SO 2~ 

SOC12, Teflon
and glass which feed the thermal runaway . The local hot spot may also
be involved in the explosion of cells or low current (10 mA) reversals
where the hot spot may be generated by the electrical current , although
the involvement of chemical triggering cannot be ruled out . In order to
test this theory , we attempted to create local “hot spots ” inside the D
cell by various means . The experimenta l details and the results are
reported here .

7 . 1 Internal Heating by Means of Heating Wire Located Inside the .D Cell

7 . 1 . 1 Experimental

Hermetic D cells were made with the electrode dimensions
mentioned in the previous Section of this report . The cell tops were fitted
with G/M seals having sealed Kovar tube feedthroughs . The location of
the three feedthroughs are shown in Fig . 104 . The center feedthrough was
used for electrolyte filling and as the anode terminal. The other two feed-
throughs extended halfway down the cell and the tips were sealed by welding .
The tips were fitted with heating wires as wc Il as spark gaps . We carried
out some experiments with automobile ignition coils and a power supply
to generate sparks between the tips of the two feedthroughs . Although , we
were able to generate sparks in this manner , we were not successful In
creating a thermal-runaway of a discharged cell by this means . We then
continued our tests with heating wires connected between the tips of the
insulated feedthroughs . Attempts to Initiate an explosion by a current
pulse generated by discharging a capacitor (330 ,000~ F) through the heating
wire were unsuccessful . We then carried out a series of exploratory
experiments by applying DC through the heating wire to generate local hot
spots In side the cell. The cell voltage , the wall temperature and the
temperature at the tip of the feedthroughs where the he ating wire was
connected were monitored during these experiments . Next , we made cells
having the heating wire located (I) on the U anode , (ii) on the carbon
cathode and (iii) on the separator insulated from botht the anode and the
cathode . We discharged these cells partially and then carried out the local
interna l heating as above . Results are discussed below .
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7 . 1 . 2  Results and Discussion

We tested six cells having heating wires located near the
cathode side within the electrode coil . The Li anode was electrically
insulated from the heating wire by the separator .

The first cell had been completely discharged at 0.25A yielding
a capacity of 12A .Hr . The local hot spot was created by passing 3A through
the heating wire for 0 .6 minute . During that time the cell wall temperature
rose to 26° and the tip temperature rose to 53° , at which point an electrical
discontinuity developed In the heating wire . There was no cell explosion .

The second cell was completely discharged at 0. LA yielding
a capacity of approximately 15A.Hr . The loca l hot spot was created by
passing 3A for 1 minut e , in which time the tip temç.erature rose to 55°C.
The current was then increased to 4A,~ the tip temperature rose to 75° , the
wall temperature to 28° in 0 .3  minute and the heating wire fused and dis-
connected at that point . The cell voltage of 3 . 68 volt indicated that there
was no cell shorting . There was no explosion .

The third cell was discharged completely at 0 . 25A to a
capacity of 13 .4A.Hr . The cell was internally heated using a 3A current
through the heating wire for 95 minutes . During that time , the cell wall
temperature rose to 63° and the tip temperature rose to 107° . Nothing
happened . Next day , the cell was subjected to internal heating starting
at 3A and then increasing to 7A in Increments of 1A at 1 minute intervals .
At 7 .OA , the heating wire fused in 0 .3  minute , causing the cell to develop
internal short and th ereafter both the cell voltage and the cell temperature
gradually declinea with time without any explosion .

The fourth cell was partially discharged at 0 . 5A to a capacity
of 8A .Hr and then subjected to internal local heating at 3A for 1 minute
followed by 4A for 1 minute , th en 5A for 2 minutes and 6A for 3 minutes .
During the 5A heating, the heating wire fa iled and caused an internal short .
The OCV of the cell dropped to 3 .50 volt indicating a high resistance short .
The wall temperature rose to 40 0 . The current was shut off for s~ few
minutes during which the wall temperature kept on rising slowl y .  After
this , we heated the cell again starting at 3A and increasing to 8A in 1A
increments in 1 minute stages . The cell wall temperature rose to 52° and
the tip temperature was 72°C.  The cell was then kept at room temperature
for 22 hours during which time the cell voltage gradually declined from
3 .60 volt to 2 .2 volt due to the discharge through the internal short near
the heating wires . The wall temperature dropped to 31°C and the tip
temperature dropped to 33°C. At that point we turned on the internal heating
using 4A and the cell exploded in less than 2 seconds .
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The above exploratory experiment provides some support
for the “hot spot ” theory . The discharge of the cell through the internal
short near the heating wire may have caused the accumulation of the
active discharge prodxcts such as 5 , S2 O, (SmO) , etc . near the heating
wire . The subsequent heating with 4A caused these products to ignite
very quickly thus resulting in an explosion . The failure of the other
three cells to explode was probably due to the fact that the discharge
products were distributed uniformly throughout the cathode and were
not concentrated enough near the heating wire to explode . Also , in
those experiments , the cells were discharged 3 to 8 days prior to the
heating experiment and the active discharge products may have been
distributed evenly by diffusion and were not in sufficient concentration
near the heating wire to ignite .

In the case of the fifth cell which was discharged at 0. 1A
yielding a capacity of approximately 1 5A. H r . ,  the heating wire broke off
on 3A heating without shorting the cell . No explos ion occurred .

The sixth cell was Internally heated without discharging it
previously . The heating started at 3A and increased to 5A in 1A Increments
with 1 minute stages . The heating wire broke off at 5A within 0 .2 minute .
At that point the wall temperature was 30° and the tip temperature was
77°C.

The above experiments , though exploratory in nature ,
demonstrate that a cell can be exploded by local “hot spots . ”

We next attempted to determine the effect of the position
of the heating wire on the explodability of the cells by local heating .
One D cell , made as described above (Fig . 104) with the heating wire
touching the cathode was discharged firs t at 0. 5A for 16 hour s corresponding
to a capacity of 8A .Hr . This cell was then heated internally by passing
a DC of 3-12A increments of lA/minute through the heating wire . The
heating wires (Nidhrome) used for these cells were able to withstand
I 2A without any fusing . Both the wall temçerature and the temperature at
the heating wire (via the hollow Kovar tube feedthrough) were measured
during this experiment . The internal temperature (at the heating wire)
was allowed to rise to 175°C in stages with the wall temperature rising

• to 56°C without any cell explosion . We then subjected this cell to
several 1-minute pulses of 12A with a maximum internal temperature of
158°C without any explos ion . The cell was then subjected to a 1OA forced
discharge for 45 minutes when the cell voltage remained negative (beyond
scale) and the cell internal and the wall temperatures rose to 86° and 70°C
respectively without any cell explosion . Up to this point , the cell appeared
to be extremely abuse resistant. However , before abandoning the experiment ,
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we subjected the cell again to Internal heating by 1 2A DC through the
heating wire . The cell internal temperature was allowed to ris e to 203 °C ,
at which point , the 12A DC was shut off , and the internal temperature
began to drop sharply . The wall temperature was 82°C when the 1 2A DC
was shut off , and it continu ed to rise rather rapidly to 106° and began
to level off . After 0 .5  minute of shutting the DC , when the internal
temperature was about to level off at 119°C and the wall temperature
was at 106°C , the cell exploded .

Anothe r D cell with the heating wire located on the separator
and insulated from both the anode and the cathode was discharged at 0. 5A
for 16 hours and then subjected to severa l internal heating regimes con-
sisting of 3A to l2A DC in 1-minute stages as well as direct 12A heating
to as high as 222°C without any explosion . Finally , the cell was again
subjected to a 12A DC internal heating and the cell Internal temperature
was allowed to rise indefinitely . The cell blew up when the internal
temperature was 2 10°C, and the wall temperature was 63°C.

Another D cell with the heating wire located on the U anode
was first discharged at 1A corresponding to a capacity of 9A.Hr . and then
it was subjected to an internal heating regime with DC of 3- 12A in 1 mInute
stages as before the maximum internal temperature reached was only 47°C .
This must be due to the high electrical and thermal conductivity of U
metal. After many attempts we were able to achieve a maximum internal
temperature of 145°C using l2A DC through the heating wire . The cell
did not explode .

7 .1 .2  Conclusion

The results Indicate that a thermal runaway can be initiated
by the local internal heating of a discharg ed thionyl D cell . Although the
importance of the location of the hot spot Is not very clear as yet , improved
thermal conductions of the cell Interior appears to be beneficial in pre-
venting thermal runaways.

7 .2 Internal Heating by High Current Pulses to Initiate an Instantaneous
Thermal Runaway

The time required to induce a thermal runaway by means of heating
wire as described earlier was of the order of several minutes or longer .
Also, the incidence of therma l runaway was rather infrequent . An alternate
method of inducing a thermal runaway more quickly and reliably was sought .
One of the objects was to make these explosions amenable to study by
high-speed photography . At a modest film speed of 1000 frames per second
(fps), photography of explosions with Induction periods of minutes or longer
becomes impractical because of excessive wa stage of films . Furthermore ,
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film speeds of 2000 to 10, 000 fps are desirable for studying the details
of a thermal runaway . Therefore , a method of inducing the thermal
runaway within a fraction of a second of triggering the high-speed
camera Is highly desirable . Although , we have not carried out any
high-speed photography of exploding Li/SOd D cells , we have
developed a method by which a U/SOC12 D ce2ll can be induced to explode
within less than a second . The experimental details and the results of
the various exploratory experiments are described here .

7 . 2.  1 Experimental

Li/SOd D cells were made as described In Section 7 . 1 . I .
The feedthroughs for t~e heating wires were used to measure the Internal
temperatures , instead of using them for heating purposes . The D cells
were subjected to a high-current pulse by means of a 12V automobile
battery and a shunt . The electrical arrangement is shown In Fig . 105.
The direction of the current was the same as used for discharging the cell .
The current and the internal tempera ture of the cell was monitored using
a high-speed Brush recorder during the pulsing experiments . The cell
explosion was noted from the loud noise and was correlated with the
current and the temperature profiles on the high-speed recorder .

7. 2 .2 Results and Discussion

The results of all the individual experiments are discussed
in detail In the Appendix of this report . Only the genera l characteristics
are discussed here .

Fresh , partial as well as completely discharged cells were
used for the pulsing experiments . The current pulses varied from 100-
200A depending upon the condition of the D cells . In general , the cells
did not explode during the pulse but they exploded a short time after the
pulse . Also, in several cases multiple explos ions were observed . The
data on the discharge capacity, maximum pulse current , pulse length
and the time to explos ion of the variou s cells are shown In Table 22 .
Note that one cell exploded on a 0 .096 second pulse of 198A through a
heating wire located inside the cell Instead of through the electrodes .
Also , in almost all cases there was an Induction period between the pulse
and the actual cell explos ion . The amount of energy used by a 1-second
pulse of 200A ( 12V) is approximately 0 .7WH r which is insignificant compared
to the tota l energy of the D cell (72 WHr) . Thus , it is clear that pulses
initiated the explosion which was fueled by the energetic chemicals present
in the cell . The partia lly discharged cells exploded much more readily
and some times more violently than the undischarged cells .
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TABLE 22

The Results of High Current Pulsing of Li/SOC12 D Cells
By a 12V Automobile Battery

Discharged Maximum Pulse Time to Remark s
Capacity Pulse Current Width Explosion
A .Hr (A) (sec) (sec)

8 210 0 .75  0. 8 Multiple explosion
0.9
1. 2

8 220 0 . 6 0  0. 8 Mild explosion
3.5 Loud explosion

Fresh 155 2.7 2.78

4.5 210 1.0 1.50

Undischarged 100 2.7 4.20
(stored)

2.0 200 0.32 2.50

12 198 0.48 0.72

10 198 0.096 0.70 Pulse through separate
heating wire .
Unusually loud explosion

8 210 0.90 1.1

Undischarged 125 3.7 3.8
(stored)

Undischarged 105 4.44 4.60
(stored)

12 180 1 .06 1. 42
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7.2.3 Conclusions

1. High current pulse was effective in initiating a cell
explosion.

2. The length of the pulse was found to be shortest for
the completely discharged D cell, viz, 1 second or less. This is adequate
for carrying out high-speed cinematography with speeds of 1000-2000 fps
with minimum wastage of film .

3. The initiation of the explosion was most likely therma l
in origin as opposed to electrochemical .

4. The results support the local “hot spot” theory of cell
explosion.
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8. Some Empirical Approaches to Alleviate the Explosion
Hazard on Forced Overdischarge

The conditions which lead to a cell explosion , as discussed in Section 5
and 6 of this report , are:

a . Short circuiting
b . Casual storage of discharged cells
c. Forced discharg e into voltage reversal

The explosions from accidental short circuiting is preventable by means of low
pressure vent as discussed in Section 5.1 .3 .

The explosions of discharged cells on casual storage may be prevented by
maintaining the hermeticity of the cells as well as by subjecting the discharged
cells to a controlled thermal cycling as discussed in Section 6 .3.

The explosions on voltage reversal , as discussed in Section 5. 1 .4 , are
not preventable by low pressure venting and remain a problem . We have , there-
fore , focussed our attention on this area in an attempt to find a solution . We
chose to evaluate the efficacy of various empirical approaches that we developed
from our up-to-date knowledge d the system .

Assuming thet the initiation of an explosion is a thermal phenomenon , the
mechanisms of internal heatin - on voltage reversal can be identified by examining
the possible electrochemical ctions taking place on reversal. Since all the
cells made and tested so far h~ d excess Li , the anodic reaction during reversal
should remain unchanged and consist of li thium dissolution .

+Li ~~
. Li + e (29)

The cathodic reaction changes from the reduction of SOC12

2SOC12 + 4e ~ S + SO2 + 4LiC 1 (30)

to the reduction of Li+ to form Li

Li~ + e ~ Li ~3 1)

The cathode polarization from 2. 0 volt to slightly negative voltage (versus Li)
caused the rise In the internal temperature (Fig . 45) . The temperature is expected
to stabilize after this end point , since both the anodic reaction (29 ) and the
cathodic reaction (31) are fairly reversible and should not cause any significant
heat evolution . The triggering of the cell to explode must  therefore be due to either
the exhaustion of Li or the exhaustion of the electrolyte , (the source of Ll+ ) or both .
Assuming that the exhaustion of Li is the cause , the empirical approaches con-
sisting of (a) increasing the amount  of Li in the anode , as well as (b) providing
a current collector in the Li anode to ensure efficient ut i l iza tion , are suggested
for the alleviation of the explosion hazard on reversal .
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Exploratory experiments in Section 7 .1 .2 indicated tha t localized
accumulation of the discharge products such as sulfu r may make the process of
thermal initiation much easier and thus contribute to a thermal runaway . Thus ,
an approach consisting of improved electrod e designs to make the cathodic
reduction more uniform was considered . We showed (20) that at high currents ,
the cathodic reaction occurs preferentially near the tab because of the excessive
electrical resistance of the expanded Ni grid . Thus , improvement of the current
distribution of the cathode by means of multiple tabs should make the cathodic
reaction more uniform and constitute another (c) approach for the alleviation of
the explosion hazard .

The fourth (d) approach was strictly intuitive and it consisted of the use
of duplex glass separators consisting of one layer of non — woven glass separator
without a binder and another layer of a somewhat stronger non-woven glass
separator having an organic binder . The idea is simply to reduce the degree of
inhomogeneity of the separator which may contribute to the safety of the cells.

Accordingly , we made hermetic thionyl D cells having the above four con-
cepts and subject ed them to a constant current reversal . The experimental details
and the results are discussed here .

8. 1 ExperImental

8 .1 .1 Standard Hermetic D Cells with Excess Li

The D cells made according to the specification described in
Section 6 .3 .1  have an excess of Li (21 A .Hr) . Hermetic D cells were made using
the same electrode dimension and electrolyte volumes . We connected a piece of
Li to one of the thermocouple feedthroughs and used this as a Li reference electrode .
The potentials of both the cathod e and the lithium anode were monitored against
the Li reference electrod e when the cell was discharged and overdischarged .

8 . 1 .2 Hermetic D Cell With Current Collector In the Li Anode

Hermetic D cells were made in the same manner as described
in Section 6.3 .1 , except that the Li anode was made of a sandwich of an expanded
Ni exmet current collector between two layers of Li. The Li anode was in excess
In terms of the stoichiometric capacity (24 A .Hr) . These cells did not have a Li
reference electrode. Cell voltage and the cell internal temperature were recorded
while the cells were being discharged and overdischarged at a constant current .

8 . 1 .3 Hermetic D Cells With Multiple Tabs on the Cathod e

Hermetic D cells were made in the same manner as described
in Section 6 .3 . 1, except that the carbon cathode had fou r nickel tabs spaced
equally apart instead of just one tab . These cells did not have any reference
electrodes . The cell voltage and the internal tempera tures were monitored during
the constant current discharg e and overdischarge.
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8.1.4 Hermetic D Cell With Duplex Glass Filter Paper Separators

Hermetic D cells were made in the same manner as described
in Section 6.3.1 , except that the separator consisted of two layers of glass filter

papers , one layer consisting of a soft non-woven material without any binder and
the other consisting of a stronger non—woven material with an organic binder. The

cathodes of these cells were thinner than those of Section 6 .3 . 1. These cells
had a Li reference electrode located inside the cell as in Section 8 . 1 . 1. The

potentials of both the cathode and the Li anode were monitored during the cell
discharge and the overdischarge .

8.2 Results and Discussion

8. 2. 1 Standard Hermetic D Cells With Excess Li

The cathode and the Li anode potentials of one D cell on a

31k constant current regular discharge of 8.6 A.Hr followed by a 1OA forced discharge

are shown in Fig . 106. During the discharge the Li anode potential remained constant

all throughout, only the cathode polarized at the end of the discharge and became

slightly negative . The cell was then forced discharged at 101k for another 11 hours

before the cell exploded . Note that both the Li anode potential and the cathode
potential remained constant for most of the time . Prior to explosion , the Li anode

showed signs of polarization , but the cathode potential remained constant . The
total capacity corresponding to the discharg e and the forced discharg e was approxi-
mat ely 119 A., Hr. This Is approxima tely five times greater than the stoichiometrtc
amount of Li presen t in the anode . Therefore , the constancy of the electrode
potentials during the forced discharge must be due to an electrical sh ort inside
the cell generated during the forced discharge. The dendritic Li formed in the
cathode might cause this short to occur. However , the fact that the Li anod e
finally polarized after 11 hours indicates that part of the current was used for electro—
chemical reactions and the electrical short was of a high resistance kind . The

examir ation of the electrode potentials revealed no spik e or any other non-uniformity
to indicate the point at which the shorting occurred . It is most likely that the
process of shorting is a gradual one. This provides an interesting example of
increasing the apparent abuse resistance of a cell by creating of an internal short .

8 .2 .2 Hermetic D Cells With Current Collector in the Anode

The cell voltage and the internal temperature of one D cell
on IA discharge and forced discharge are shown in Fig . 107. The internal tempera-
ture rose at the end of the discharge and then declined and gradually leveled off
to room temperature during the 1A reversal for 34 hours during which time the cell
voltage remained constant at -0 . 2 volt . The total capacity Including reversal
(42 A . Hr) was significantly greater than the stoichiometric capacity of Li , and
yet the absence of cell polarization indicates internal shorting . The current was
then Increased to 101k , and the cell internal temperature began to rise and the cell
exploded .
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The voltage and the internal temperature of another D cell
on 31k discharge and forced discharge are shown in Fig . 108. The discha rge and
the forced discharge was continued for 42 hours at 31k corresponding to a capacity
of 126 A .Hr; -the cell voltage remained constant at — 0 . 3  volt all throughout . The
current was then increased to 101k, the cell internal temperature increased and
began to level off . The test was discontinued at that point . The cell did not
explode at that point . However , the cell explod ed from the shock of the ex-
p b s  ion of the previou s cell which was in the vicinity . We speculate that part
of the current during the prolonged reversal is used for lithium deposition on the
cathode whereas the remainder flows through the short without any electrochemical
reaction . The presence of this finely divided dendritic Li on the cathod e and S
constitute a potent mixture which may be shock sensitive .

The voltage and the internal tempera ture profile of another
D cell on 11k discharge and forced discharge for 90 hours are shown in Fig . 109.
The cell potential remained at — 0 . 1 5  volt throughout the reversal . There was no
cell explosion .

We discharged another D cell 6 .8 A .Hr to 2 .0 volt at 3A and
then continued to force discharge it for 70 hours without any explosion . The current
was then increased to 101k and the cell exploded In 0 .75 hour.

Another D cell was discharged 10 .1 A .Hr to 2 . 0  volt at 0.3 1k,
and then forced-discharged at 31k for 18 hours and 101k for 5 hours when the cell
exploded .

Another five D cells were discharged at 0.3 1k to completion
corresponding to a capacity of approximately 10 A .Hr ., then the cells were
force—disch arged at 11k for 240 hours without any explosion . These cells were
then subjected to an impact test consisting of a 12 lb weight dropped from a height
of 2 ft . Three of the five cells exploded violently on impact .

The abuse resistance of all the cells on forced discharge
was found to be exceptionally good .

8 .2 . 3 Hermetic D Cells with Multip le Tabs on the Cathode

The voltage and the Internal temperature profile of a D cell
on 11k discharge and forced discharge is shown in Fig . 110. The cell voltage
remained constant at -0.1 volt throughout the 11k reversal . The current was then
Increased to 101k, the cell voltage increased to -0 .2 volt , the cell temperature
Increased rather steadily and the cell exploded .

The abuse resistance of this cell was found to be similar to
that of the previou s cell s .
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8 .2 .4 Hermetic D Cell with Duplex Glass Filter Paper Separators

The ca thode and the anode potential versus Li reference and
the internal temperature of one D cell on 0.3 1k discharge and 11k forced discharge
are shown In Fig . 111 . The cathode polarized after 29 hours corresponding to a
cell capacity of only 8. 7 1k.Hr . The 11k reversal continued for approximately 21
hours , when both the cathode and the anode potential remained constant , the
temperature gradually declined during this process. There was no cell explosion .
The cell was then subjected to an impact consisting of a 12 lb weight dropped from
a height of 2 ft . The cell did not explode .

The cathode and the anode potentials of another D cell on 11k
discharge and forced discharged are shown in FIg . 112. There was no explosion
after 17 hours of reversal .

The electrode potentials and the internal tempera ture of another
D cell on 11k discharge and force discharge is shown in Fig . 113. The behavior
was similar -to tha t observed before .

The electrode potentials of another D cell on 31k discharg e and
forced discharge for 75 hours are shown in Fig . 114 . The cell did not explode as
before . This cell also was impact tested with a 12 lb weight dropping from a 2 ft
height . The cell did not explod e on impact . We repeated this test with another
D cell which was discharged and force—discharged fro 90 hours at 31k and then
impa ct tested as above without any explosion .

The electrod e potentials of a D cell on 31k discharg e and forced
discharge for 14. 5 hours followed by a 101k forced discharge for another 15 . 5 hours
are shown in Fig . 115. The cell finally exploded . Interestingly, the anode
potential remained unchanged throughout the discharge , only the cathode potential
showed a slight increase in polarization before the explosion .

The abuse reslst&i ce of the D cells were found to be ex-
ceptionally good , although the performance of the cells in term s of the capacity
delivery at various currents was found to be poor compared to the cells described
in Section 3 .3 .1.

8.3 Conclusions

The results indicate that all the four empirical approaches are effective to
some extent in Improving the abuse resistance of the hermetic D cells on reversal .
The occurrence of internal cell shorting on reversal has been inferred from the
experimental results . This was found to be beneficial in that it provided a path
for the current to flow within the cell without coulombically consuming or producing
any chemical products . It was conjectured that the shorting was caused by the
formation of dendritic Li which deposited on the cathode. It is reasonable to
suggest that a safer cell design is one in which conditions exist at the end of
discharg e where Li deposition may continue without any mass transfer problem .
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This necessitates the presence of sufficient electrolyte and electrodes at the
end of the discharge . Excess Li and a current collector in the Li anode ensures
the integrity of the electrode , whereas the less active carbon cathodes ensure
the low utilization of SOC12 and provide sufficient electrolytic conductivity for
lithium deposition to progress to a shorting situation . The formation of the finely
d ivided Li (dendritic deposits) on the cathode along with sulfu r causes an over—
discharged D cell to be shock sensitive .
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9. Conclusion

1. The Li/SOC12 hermetic D cells developed by us are capable of deliver—
ing energy densities of 290 WHr/lb and 20 WHr/in3 at low rates (0.01— 0 .031k)
and 156 WHr/lb and 11 WHr/in3 at high rates (1 .01k) . -

2.  The capacity retention of the cells were found to be excellent on
storage at 72° , 55° , 45° and 25°C for periods of 3 months , 6 months , 1 year
and 2 years , respectively .

3. The voltage—delays experienced by cells initially on 72°C storage and
— 30°C test , were alleviated sufficiently as a result of a systematic study of
the problem , that the cells now are suitable for a wide variety of military appli-
cations .

4. The thermal—runaways , forced or spontaneous , were found to be due
to the exothermic reactions of the chemical constituents present in the cell on
heating either by abuse (shorting , etc.) or spontaneously by chemical reactions .

A possible mechanism for the observed spontaneou s thermal runaway
of partially discharged cell on storage , has been developed .

5. An approach to prevent spontaneous explosion of discharged cell on
casual storage has been developed . The efficacy of the approach needs to be
demonstrated .

6. It was shown experimentally that a thermal runawa y may be induced by
a local “hot spot ” .

7. Several empirical approaches showed promise in improving the abuse
resistance of the hermetic D cell on forced discharge , but the cells may exhibit
percussion sensitivity after a prolonged reversal .
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12. Appendi x

Detailed Results  on High Current Pulsing Experiments

The experimental results on the ini t iat ion of a thermal runaway by high
current pulsing are listed in the order the experiments were performed .

1. One D cell was partially discharged 8 A .Hr and then subjected to a
high current from a 12V battery . The current and the internal temperature
profiles were recorded with a dual channel recorder and are shown in Fig . 116.
The initial current was 210 1k which gradually declined to 125A in 0. 75 sec . and
then suddenly became zero most likely because of the melting of the tab connect-
ing the cell electrodes to the terminal.  The cell exhibited three separate explo-
sions as j udged from the sound . The cluster of spikes in the current profile
corresponded with the three explosions as indicated in the figure . This multiple
explosion appears to be peculiar to this mode of initiation of a thermal runaway
since we have not observed this phenomenon in the earlier experiments involving
thermal runaways . The sensitivity of the temperature measurement was too low
to measure any temperature rise during the high current pulse , a nd showed
fluctuations and a substantial  rise after each explosion .

2 .  Another D cell was partially discharged 8 A .Hr and then subjected to
two 16 milisecond pulses of 220 1k followed by a 40 milisecond pulse of 220 1k .
The cell did not explode . The pulse width was then increased to 0. 1 second
using the 12V battery . The cell still did not explode. The pulse width was
then increased further to approximately 0 .6 second . The cell exhibited two
separate explosions . The first explosion was muffled and was considerably
less noisy than a typical cell explosion , wherea s the second on e wa s much
louder and sounded like a typical cell explosion . The current and the internal
temperature profiles are shown in Fig . 117 . The f i rs t  explosion corresponded
wi-th the first set of curren t and temperature spikes at around 0 .8  seconds. The
internal temperature gradually rose thereafter and the secori~d explosion took place
after approximately 3 .5 seconds of the init iation of the pulse ;  there was only one
current spike corresponding to this explosion .

3. One fresh D cell was suojected to high current pulses of increasing
durations starting from 0. 18 second . The cell was allow~’d to cool to room
temperature after each pulse . The purpose of the experiment was to determine
the pulse width needed to explod e the cell . The pulse widths , the maximum curr nt
and the maximum internal tempera ture after each pulse is g iven below .
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Pulse Width Maximum Current Internal Temperature
(second) (A) (°C)

0 .18 195 30
0 .18 140 30
0.21 180 30
0.35 195 35
0.45 175 35
1.36 175 35
2 .70  155 Exploded

The cell exploded after the 2 .7 second pulse . The current and the internal tempera-
ture profiles of this particular pulsing experiment is shown in Fig . 118. The
explosion occurred very shortly after the pulse corresponding to the temperature
spike , there was no current spike at the-point of the explosion .

4. One D cell was partially discharged 4 .5  A .Hr and then subjected to a
pulse which was set to be 0. 06 second in duration . However , the malfunction of
the switching circuit caused the pulse width to be increased to approximately
1 second . The current and the tempera ture profiles are shown in Fig . 119. There
were considerable fluctuations of the current and the temperature toward s the end
of the pulse. The cell exploded after approxima tely 1.5 seconds of initiation of
the pulse.

5. One undis charg ed D cell which had been stored at ambient temperature
for approximately six months was subjected to high current pulses of increasing
durations starting at 0.11 second as below .

Pulse Width Maximum Current
(second) (A)

0.11 110
0.35 110
1. 4 135
3.6 100
4 .6 75

The cell did not explode . The pulse current was substantially lower than the
cells tested earlier , most likely due to the increased cell Impedance . The cell
was pulsed again with a 2 .7 second pulse and the cell exploded . The current
profile is shown in Fig . 120 . The sharp current spike coincided wi th the explosion .

6.  One D cell was partially discha rged to a capacity of 2. 0 A .Hr and then
subjected to a 20 milisecond pulse of 200 1k without any explosion . The cell was
then connected to -the 12V battery via the solenoid without the switching circuitry
and the current and the internal temperature were monitored . The cell exploded
after approximately 2 .5 second . The current and the Internal temperature profiles
are shown in Fig . 121. The maximum pulse current of 200 1k dropped sharply after
0.32 second to 201k most likely due to tab melting . Both the current and the
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temperature fluctua ted considerably prior to the explosion .

7 . One D cell was completely discharged to yield a capacity of 12A .Hr
and then subjected to several pulses of increasing durations starting from 0 .024
second as below:

Pulse Width Maximum Current
(second) (A)

0 .024  172
0.040 190
0.216 188
0 .360 198

Finally the cell was pulsed with a 1 . 2 second duration pulse . The pulse terminated
spontaneously (most likely due to the melting of the tab) at 0 .48 second and the
cell exploded after 0 .72 second as shown in the voltage profile in Fig . 122.

The results so far Indicate a general trend of shorter pulses for the ex-
plosion of a discharged D cell to occur compared to the explosion of a partially
discharged or a fresh cell.

8. In this experiment we applied the high current pulse thxo ugh the heating
wire located ins ide the cell (touching the cathode) ins tead of through the electrodes
in order to isolate any electrochemical effect (if any) on the Initiation of an ex-
plos ion . The D cell was partially discharged 10 1k .Hr . The first pulse through the
heating wire was 0.04 second long and the maximum current was 200 1k. The cell
interior heated to 48°C as a result of this pulse , but the cell did not explode.
Next , the pulse dura tion was increased to 0.096 second . This time the cell ex-
ploded . The current and the internal temperature profiles are shown in Fig . 123 .
The explosion occurred right after the current arid the temperature spikes . The
explosion was found to be unusually loud .

This experiment demonstrated that the initiation of the cell explosion
is mostly a thermal phenomenon and not an electrochemical one , since no current
was passed through the cell electrodes .

9. We attempted to carry out another experiment similar to above by apply-
ing high current pulses through the heating wire of another D cell which was
partially discharged 8 A .Hr . The pulse width and the maximum currents are as
follows.

Pulse Width Maximum Current
(second) (A)
0.04 200
0 .06 200
0. 08 200
0 .10 200
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The heating wire burnt out during the last pulse.

Next we pulsed the cell through the electrodes as below .

Pulse Width Maximum Current
(second) (A)

0 .03 190
0 . 06 188
0.08 190
0 .10 188
0 .20 188
0 .25 190
0. 70 190
1 . 1 190

The cell exploded during the last pulse as shown in the current and the tempera-
ture profiles in Fig . 124.

10 . One undischarged D cell which was stored at ambient for one month was
subjected to repeated high current pulses through the electrodes as below .

Pulse Width Maximum Current
(second) (A)

1.1 108
1. 4 108
2 . 2  104
3 .8 136

The cell explod ed at  the end of the last pulse of 3 .8 second duration as shown
in the current and the voltage profile in Fig . 125.

11. Another undischarged D cell which had been storer at ambient for one
month was subjected to consecutive high current pulses through the electrodes
as below .

Pulse Width Maximum Curren t
(second) (A)

1. 1 90
2.2 112
2. 9 124
4.6  112

The cell exploded at the end of the last pulse as shown in the current arid the
voltage profile in Fig . 126 .
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12. One completely discharged D cell ( -~-‘l2  A .Hr) was first  subjected
to pulses through the heating wire which burnt out during the pulse without any
cell explosion . The cell was then subj ected to consecutive high current pulses
through the e~~ctrodes in the following sequence . The maximum current was
approximately 1801k .

Pulse Width
(second)

0 . 0 2 4
0.068
0.080
0.104
0.136
0 .20
0.23
0.18
0.30
1. 06

The cell exploded after the last pulse as shown in the current and the tempera —
ture profiles in Fig . 127 .

240



I I I

0
0

LU
I.- -

~ 186 -

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _— 0 I - ~--—---—~ I
0 I 2 3

200 —

too -

0 — 

0 
L I 

EXPLOSION

TIME , SECONDS

Fig . 127 Tempera ture and current profiles on pulsing a Li/SOd 2 D cell

241

—a.. - - — ——- --~-- —



DISTRIBUTION LIST

Defense Documentation Center ( 12) Commander (1)
ATTN : CCD-TCA U . S. Army Signals Warfare Lab
Cameron Station (Bldg . 5) ATTN : DELSW-OS
Alexandria , VA 22314 Arlington Hall Stationp Arlington , VA 22212
Commander (1)
Naval Electronics Laboi-a ’o~y Center Commander ( 1)
ATTI’.I: Library U . S .  Army Mobility EQP Res & Dev Cmd
San Diego , CA 92152 ATTN : DRXFB-R

Fort Belvoir , VA 22060
Commander (1)
Naval Surface Weapons Center NASA Scientific & Tech Info Facility (1)
White Oak Laboratory Balt imore/’Washington Intl Airport
ATTN: Libra y ,  Code WX-2 1 PC Box 8757 , MD 21240
S&l -,~ 3pring , MD 20910

Commander
Commandant , M3ri e Corps (2) U . S .  Army Electronics R&D Command
HQ, U . S .  Marine Corps - Fort Monmouth , N . J . 07703
ATTN : Code LMC
Wash ington , DC 20380 DELSD—L -S (2)

DELET-DD (1)
Rome Air Development Center (1) DELET-DT (2)
ATTN: Documents Libra ry (TILD) DELET-P (1)
Griffiss AFB , N .Y. 13441 DELSD—L (Tech Lib) (1)

‘ DELSD-MR (7)
HQ ESD (DRI) (1)
L .G. Hanscom AFB Commander
Bed ford , MA 01731 U.S. Army Communications R&D Command

Fort Monmouth , N . J. 07703
HDQA (DAMA-ARZ-D)/ (1)
Dr. F. D. Verderame) USMC-LN O (1)
Washington , D .C. 20310

Commander (1)
Harry Diamond Laboratories
ATTN : Libra ry
2800 Powd er M ill Roa d
Adelph i , MD 20783

Commander (1)
U . S .  Army Research Office
ATTN: DRXRO-IP
P0 Box 12211
Research Triangle Park , NC 27709



Distribution List Continued

Yar dney Elect ric Company (1) General Electric Research & ( 1)
82 Mech anic  Srreet Development Center
Pawca tuck , CT 02891 P . 0. Box 8
ATTN : Mr . William E.  Ryder Schenectady, N .Y . 12301

ATTN : Dr . Stefa n M itoff
Exxon Research and Engineering Co. (1)
Corporate Research T .aboratory University of California ( 1)
Linden , N . J .  07036 Departmen t of Science & Research
ATTN : Dr . R. Hamlen Santa Barbara , CA 93100

ATTN : Dr. J . Kennedy
Argonne National Laboratories (1)
9700 Sou th Cass The Electric Storage Battery Co . (1)
Argon ne , IL 60439 Carl F . Norburg Research Center
ATTN: Dr . E.  C. Gay 1 9 W .  College Averiue

Yardley , PA 19067
GTE Sylvania , Inc . ( 1) ATTN : Dr . A . Salkind
77 A Street
~eedham Heights , MA 02194 Gulton Industries , Inc.  ( 1)

ATTN : Mr.  Richard Pabst Metuchen , N .J .  08840
ATTN : Mr . S. Charl ip

General Motors Corp (1)
Research Laboratories Electrochimlca (1)
Genera l Motors Technical Center 2485 Charleston Road
12 Mile and Mounds Roads Mountain View , CA 94040
Wa rren , MI 48090 ATTN: Dr. Elseriberg
ATTN : Dr. J .  L.  Hartman

Dr . Hugh Barger (1)
Union Carbide Corporation (1) P .O.  Box 2232
Parma Research Center Davidson , N . C. 28036
P. 0. Box 6116
Cleveland , OH 44101 Energy Storage & Conversion Dept . ( 1)

T.R.W. Systems
P.  R . Mallory & Co. Inc . ( 1) One Space Park
S. Broadway Redondo Beach , CA 90278
Tarrytown , N . Y . 10591 ATTN : Dr. H . P . Silverma n
AT TN: J .  Dalfonso

Sanders Associates , m c .  (1)
North American Rockwell Corp . (1) 24 Simon Street
Atomics International Division Mail Stop NSI—2208
Box 309 Nashua , N . H .  03060
Canoga , Park , CA 91304 ATTN : J . Marshall
ATTN : Dr . L. Heredy

Power Conversion Inc. ( 1)
70 MacQuesten Pkwy
Mount Vernon , N.Y. 10550
ATTN : Stuart Chodosh 

a _ ..___..._____ - - —  —~ - -  —.5— .5



Distribution List Continued

Dr. D. Pouli (1) Transportation Systems Center ( 1)
Portfolio Manager Kendall Square
Hooker Chemicals & Plastics Corp . Cambridge , MA 02142
M.P .O. Box 8 ATTN : Dr . Norman Rosenberg
Niagara Falls , N.Y . 14302 -

GTE Laboratories , Inc. (1)
Dr. Leonard Nanis (1) 40 Sylvan Road
G207 Waltham , MA 02154
S. R .I .
Menlo Pa rk , CA 94025 Foote Mineral Company (1)

Route 100
Frank Murphy/SB331 (1) Exton , PA 19341
Naval Underwater Systems Center ATTN : Dr. H . Grady
N ewport Laboratory
Newport , R .I. 02840 Honeywell , Inc. (1)

104 Rock Road
NASA Lewis Research Center (1) Horsham , PA 19044
Ma il Stop 302- 1 ATTN : C. Richard Walk
2100 Brookpark Road
Cleveland , OH 44101 Sanders Associates , Inc . ( 1)
ATTN : Dr. Stuart Fordyce Sonobuoy Division

95 Canal Street
Mr . Joe McCartney (1) Nashua , N . H . 03060
Naval Undersea Center ATTN : Dr. David Dwyer
Code 608
San Diego , CA 92132 Eagle— Richer Industries , Inc . (1)

Electronics Division
EIC , Inc. (1) ATTN: Mr. Robert L.  Higgins
ATTN : S.B . Brummer P . 0. Box 47
Newton , MA 02158 JoplIn , Missouri 6480 1

Altu s Corp . (1)
ATTN : Douglas Glader
440 Page Mill Road
Palo Alto , CA 94306

J . Bene MS488 (1)
NASA Langley Research Center
Ham pton , VA 23665

Mr . Edd ie T. Seo (1)
Research and Development Division
The Gates Rubber Company
999 S. Broadwa y
Denver , Colorado 80217



SUPPLEMENT TO DISTRIBUTION LIST

13 J anu ary  1 978

Other Recipients

Mr . Donald Mortel (1)
AF Aero Propulsion Lab
ATTN: AFAPL — POE-1
Wright—Patterson AFB , Ohio 45433

Mr.  Richard F . Oderwald (1)
Department of the Navy
Hq s . ,  US Marine Corps
Code LMC 4
Washington , DC 20380

Comma nder (1)
Harry Diamond Laboratories
ATTN : DELHD — RDD (Mr . A. Benderly)
2800 Powder Mill Road
Ade iphi , MD 20783

Power Information Center (1)
Universi ty  City Science Center
3624 Science Center
Philadelphia , PA 19104

- a  - , - - -  - -  -—


