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S UMMARY

I This paper examines the career of Marsh-i] of the Soviet  Union

Victor G. Kulikov , former Chief  of the General S ta f f  of the Soviet

Armed Forc es . He h-~ts been re.~en t]y  reassigned to command the forces

of the  Warsaw Pact. Marshal Kulikov at the age of 55 represents a

new generation in the Soviet mili tary leadershi p. His generation ,

unlike their predecessors , partic ipated in World War II as company

grade off i ers. In spite of his relat ive y o u t h , much of his writing

on doctrine is based on the Soviet experience in the ‘treat War for

the Fatherland.” In addition to being a well-trained professional

military officer he is also a skill ful politician and articulate public

speaker. He achieved an unprecedented rise from relative obscurity in

the early sixties to the top echelon 01 Soviet military in a period of

less than six years. The future course of his career appears somewhat

uncertain now. Nevertheless , the impor tan~:e of Vic tor G. Kulikov re-

mains undiminished . His voice will still be heard in the top circles of

the Soviet military policy makers . 

.. _ 
—-— ~~~~ -— -
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16 Septembei 1962; Radio Voiga via East Berlin :
“Comrades! A few days ago the Soviet Government

asked the USSR defense minister , and the command of
the Soviet Army , to take all measures to maintain the
highest level possible combat readiness of our armed

forces. This measure w-is caused by the new and im-

pert inent (provocations) 3f the American imperialists
and their true servants , the ~~ntagon military.
the militarily minded reactionary powers of the United
States have recently increased their provocative
actions , which could lead the world into the catastrophe

of a worldwide war involving the use of thermonuclear

weapons.

Thus spoke Major General of the Soviet Army Victor 0. Kulikov in

*Th1s speech was re orded in Berlin on 16 September 1962 and sub-
sequently recorded in the first edition of the East Germ3n jDurflal

~9L You , Comrade S~~~ eant.
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September 1962. He was addressing the Group of Soviet Forces Get-many

over Radio Volga. Th.~ speech was delivered when tension between the

United States and the Soviet Union was at an all time ‘i gh. Hii words

provide a good sample of the tone of the  propaganda used daring this epic

period of the Cold War. But , more importantly for this study, it pro-

vides one of the first recorded examples of the rhetoric used by the

then rapidly ri sing red star, Victor 0. Kulikov , Marshal of the Soviet

Union, the subject of this report.

This research effort began as a biography an] as a learning vehicle.

As ~~rk progressed , it became clear that many important aspects of the

Soviet military were n t  clear. Certain phenomena , definitions an]

relations peculiar to the Soviet system had to be unlerstood. In this

way the work expanded.

Becaune the purpose of the report was to discover more about the

Soviet military machine and its leadership, it necessarily expanded to

include perip!ieral areas not originally intenled . In writing the final

copy a decision had to be made regarding how much of the tangential in-

formation should be included. Some of this non-essential information was

retained for the purpose of helping ot hers understand facets that are

unique to the Soviet military system. Other data were excised in order

to keep the focus on Marshal Kulikov and his thoughts.
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SECTION I I

“Commanders need to possess the  r ight
qualif ications to be able to make the right
decisions. . . in modern warfare, a commander must
be able to make monumejital decisions quickly and
carry them out persistently.”1

Lt. Gen. V. G. Kulikov - Feb. 67

KULIKOV - A BIOGRAPHIC SKETCH

This section presents the available biographic data on Kul ikov fro’n

his birth to present times. As might be suspected , the Soviets maintain

rather tight secrecy on the background of their c urrent leadership in all

fields. They reveal only abridged versions of biographies barely suffi-

cient for entry in an encyclopedia in the Western world. Consequently,

much of the information presented here was gleaned from European sources ;

primarily, West German. This was then checked against that information

found in the Great Soviet ~pçy lopedia. Other pie ’es of information were

extracted from newspaper articles and speeches wri t ten by or about Kulikov

during his career.

Victor G. Kulikov was born on July 5, 1921 near the city of Orel ,

Kurs}1 oblast (region) in the Russian Federated Republic. As Soviet biog-

raphers are prone to do , they point with pride to the fact that Ku]ikov

~ 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~-~~~~~ -~~~~~- -  - -~~ - - -



wis the  son of a poor peasant farming family . 2 This fac t is s i g n i f ic a n t.

G rowing up on a farm for a young man at th is period of Soviet development.

wa’~ c’i f f ieu l  t .  The rural fa rming fami ly  had suffered  a grea t dea l . The

Russian Civil War was just ending and the great famine of the twenties

was beginning . Kulikov was seven years old when the count rys ide  had to

endure the horrors of col lect ivizat ion.  The burden of th i s  Stalinist

economic innovation fell heavily on t h e  peasant/farmer.  All of these

events influenced Kullkov ’s decision early in l i f e  to select the mi l i t a ry

profession as his career.

At the age of 18, having attended middle  school , he decided to give

the military a try. Military life in the Soviet Union at this time was

no utopia either ; but , to a young man coming from Kulikov ’s environment it

afforded some oppor tuni ty  -for education and enrichment  that would not be

generally available to his generation of farm youths. In 1939, Kulikov

entered the Army. There is some confusion about his early military career.

Soviet sources indicate that Kulikov entered a mi l i t a ry  academy in 1939

and that he graduated in l94] .~

German sources indicate he entered school in Grosny l in 1939 and then ,

sometime later that same year or in early 1940, he became a combat leader

of tank units by participat ing in t he Winter Campaign against Finland in

l939-40.~ Subsequently, he was involved in the Soviet occupation of

Estonia and shortl y thereafter , was assigned to a unit which participated

in the Soviet occupation of l3essarabia. In 19-Il , lie fought for the first

time against the Nazis during the seige of Kiev. He often tells a story

_ _  - ~ -~~--~~ - -
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about. t he battle for Kiev when ti e an I h is  t a n k  ‘- rew , after having alsini

doned the i r des t royed  tank , cam e u.~der a heavy Nazi hombirdment . The

she l l ing  was so in t ense that lie had to “d i g — i n ’ w i th  t he S~~~~3Ofl from his

mess k i t  and in th i s  way , he claims to hav e es(-aped be oming a pr isoner

of the Germans. 5

In the win te r  of 1941 , and in the fo l lowing  spr ing,  he fought in

the battle for Moscow . Later , in 1942 , be became part of an el i te  200

man unit of the Red Army that  managed to  escape from the surrounded c i t y

of lG-iarkov. (This operation was u.ider the overall supervision of Marshal

Timoshenko. Nikita Khrushchev was a member of Timoshenko ’s mil itary coun-

cil at that t i m e .)  Fo11owin~ t h i s , Kul ik ov  was decorated for his act ions

and re’ eived t h e  ran ’s of Senior L ieu tenan t  “wh i l e  240,000 of his comrades

who s tayed behind were taken prisoner and -onsidered by the l eadership as

a ‘despicable hor de . ’”~

I t  was at t h i s  t ime tha t  Kulikov was conv i nced by his superiors to

join the Communist Party. Ff~ appeared to hav e a br ig ht  f u t u r e  ahea d of

him and this  proved to he t rue .

Later in the  war , he participated in the  ba t t l e  at Veiikye LUIC I and

then 5ecame active in a Re~’onnaissance un i t .  In t h i s  capacity he returned

to Kharkov , then Rostov an -I Odessa before they were retaken by the Soviets.

Af ter  the Soviet counter  o f f ensive  started , he found himself in the cities

of Warsaw , Bucharest , Vienna and Budapest; again long before these cities

were “liberated” by the  Red Army .7 Soviet sources do not cover this portion

tSee Appendix A for a comparison of t~ and Soviet M i l i t a r y  Ranks . 

~~~~~~ - ~~~~~~~ A



______  _ _ _ _ _ _

1;

of Kulj kov ’s career in any de ta i l .  Tin e operations de~ crihed  here appear

to be of a very  st r e l i ve  n a t u r e.  I t is poss ib le  tie he]onged to a h i g h l y

sensi t ive  diver sion or i n f i l t r a t i o n  un i t  at t he  time .

During the  course of t h e  war , Kulikov commanded a tank platoon and

later a tank company . lie al so se rve]  as ch i e f  of s t a f f  of a tank ba t ta l ion;

chief  of st a f f  of a tank bri gade; and l i n en , as deputy  commander of a regi-

ment .8 
Service in these units took p lace on t i n e  Southwest Kalinsk i i , 1st

Baltic- and 2nd itelorussian f ron t s . ’

At one point in his  wartime career , he served in Murinansk as a tank

specialist responsible for supervising t h e  arr ival  of U . S . Arms and equip-

ment t h a t  was part o-f American aid e f for t  to t h e  Soviets during the war .

And , in the  fal l of 1944 , a t t i n e  age of 23 , tie was promoted to Lieutenant

Colonel and served as it member of a Soviet del egat ion  of the United Nations .

In the concluding phases of t h e  war , he served in  S t e tl i n , Neubrandenburg

and Wj sma r , ’°
After  the war h is  career seem~ to hav e slowed down . Some i~av t h is

was due to t h e  fac t that he did not devote enoug h t ime to p ar t y  work .”

Nevertheless , h i s  m i l i t a ry  schooling cont inued .

In 1953 , Kulikov graduated from the  M . V . Frunze M i l i t a r y  Academy .

lie was then sent to Ir k u t s k  to command t i ne  29th Tank-Strike Division. The

local party organi zation from th i s  Siberian c it y  sent Kulikov as one of

the i r  delegates to the famous 20th P a rt y  Congress held in Moscow in 1956 .

It  is said tha t  Kul ik ov  made some c r i ti ca l  remarks c oncerning the l iquidat ion

of Marshal Tuchashevski. They were made openly in frott  of Khrushchev. 
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‘line p a r t y  c h i e f  was anger -i ’d by t h e  s t a t  em~ n n t s an -i  i t  is reported t h a t

t h i s  is t h e  reason Kul ik ov ’s ascending  career slowed u n t i l  Kh rushchev Was

ousted .12 h o wever , h i s  p ro fe s s iona l development moved forward .

In 1958 he entered t h e  Voroshi iov Academy of the General S t a f f  in

Moscow . Entrance i n to  h i ts  academy is h i g h l y  competi t ive.  Only the  best

of the Soviet 0 f f i c e t - s  are selec t ed a l t e r  a rigorous series of tests . One

of his classmates at t h i s  time was N. V . Ogarkov , h is  fu tu re  assistant on

the General Staff, and tine man who replaced him in 1956 as the Chief of

the General S t a f f .  Kul.ikov graduated wi th  honors . Undou~ tedly his aca-

demic record hel ped his  career . Tine topic of u s  dissertation was : “The

Hig h Cost an’] losses in an Extended 1)efensive War. ” Kullkov was praised

for the work which advocated an offensively oriented defense. After grad-

uation , Kulikov was assigned to posts in the Kiev , the Far Eastern, Tran.~-

baikal , Turkestan, Trai scaucasian , and Leningrad Mi l i t a ry  Dis t r i c t s. But ,

promotions :ame slowly until Khrushchev ’s ouster ,’4 Then , they came in

rapid succession.

He received his first star sometime i n  lhN2 . This was preceded by

various assignments in the Leningrad Military h)istrict including the com-

mand of a Tank Division somewhere in the northern part of the District.’5

*The exact date of his promotion to General is not known. But , it
appears that he coul d have been promoted as early as 1962 while Khrushchev
was still in power. lie Is referred to as a general in 1962 in the book:
Iii story of the  Leni ngrad Mi1ita~~~ DIstrict.

1 ~

i*N . V . Ogarkov was the “ ir s i  I) eputy to t h e  Chief  of the  General S ta f f
from 1968 unt i l  197 1 , From 1h7-1 until his reassignment as Chief ci the
General Staff hi’ served as an A s s i s t a n t t o  t i c  U t n i s t  er of Defense, tie was
one of the ch ie f  Soviet negot ia tors  d u r i n g  t i n e  f i r s t  - e r i c - - of S M T  ta lks .

~

----—-

~ 
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In 1965 he was promoted to lieutenant General and assigned as commander of

the Murmansk Military i)istrlct. I t  Was while lie was in this position that

people began to take notic e of t h i s  fast-rising star, lie was invited to

Estonia in June 01’ 1965 to speak at the 25th anniversary of the  Estonian

annexation to the I~~Si( . “All who at tended the ceremony were impressed

with the ski l l fu l  p o l i t i c a l  tone of his speec h . ,,16

In 1966-67 Kul lkov commanded a large combined arms operation in East

Germany that included most of t ine  Soviet s t ra tegic forces stationed there.

Later he was promoted to Colonel General and given (-onimand of the  all-

important Kiev Mi l i t a ry  D i s t r i c t .  J o  t h i s  cap aci ty  he was succeeding

Marshal Ivan Yakubovski for  t ine  f i r s t  t ime .17 lie was to follow in the

famous Marshal ’s f o o t s t e p s  again , as r - omj nander of the  Group of Soviet

Forces —Germany , and then , as conniiander of the  Wan-saw P a c t.

During the  Soviet invasion of (‘ze”huslovakia , the Ki ev Mil i ta ry  Dis-

t r ic t  provided some of the ground u n i t s  and t i n e  airborne division that

occupied Prague.18 
di ’~ un i t s  mus t have performed well because his star

kept rising.

In December 1969 Kulikov assumed command of the Group of Soviet Forces-

Germany. In March 1970 he was promoted to General of the Army and in the

Fall of 71 (September 22) he was announ ’ed as t h e  replaceeent for Zakharov

as Chief of the General Staff.’9 His lat est assignment as Chief of the

Warsaw Pact was announced on 8 January 1977 .

In addition to having been wounded ~tx times during the war, Marshal

Kulikov has been awarded : 3 ~ r-ders of’ t h e  tied i tanner , 2 Orders of the War

4 

___ ___ _ _ ___,__ ____ _ 
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for  t ine Father land F i r s t  (‘lass , an Order  of t ine lied Stan and an Order of

Lenin . lie also wears seven l ib e r a ti o n  medal  and numerous other r ibb ons .  20

SECTI ON I I I

“Sonnetinie:~ the quest ion ar ise~~: Wh y does a man
join tine Party ? The answer is simple . The one way to
become a success in any profession is throug h t h e  P ar t y .
It is possible to become a genera] in a technical field ,
e.g. as a dou’ton- on- scientist wi t hout being a P a r t y
member . Ilut if you want to command even a platoon or
be a mil i tary attache , you must join the  P a r t y .  The
same applies in the civilian sector In t e ims  of leader-
ship positions. If you are the d ir ecto r  of the  sisallest
enterprise, you have to be a party menii er- . “21

Ab dun -akman Avtorkhanov *

“The leader -ship of the Communist Pa r ty  oven- the
Armed Forces and the  constant s t rengthening o the
influence of party organization in the  Army and Navy
was and stil~ Is the fundamental base of Soviet mi l i tary
development.”

Kullkov Nov . 1974

KULIKOV - A CARD-CARRYING COMMUNIST

Victor G . Kulikov was irrsp ired ear ly in his career and joined the

Communist Party of the Soviet Union in 1942. Had he not joined at t h i s

time , several things could hav e happened . First , j udging from the words

of Avtoz khanov , he would never have been a commander. But there would

have been other opportunities for Kulikov to join his fellow military

officers/party members whose numbers have grown constantly 5j r  -e the

~Avtorkhanov is an instructor at the U.S. Army Institute For Advanced
Russian and East European Studies. e is recognized as an authority on
the Soviet Coninunist Party.
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W ~~I . had Iris (-a,-eer followed a I ecinnical p at t e rn  Inst  e.td of a -om’nand

course , as he reached higher l evel s , he would have been coopted into

t i n e  p ar t y .  Or his a t ten - l an c e  at certain m i l i t a r y  i n s t i t u t es would hav e

h --ought  w i t h  it au tomat i c  p a n t y  membershi p. Addi t ional ly,  graduation

from a military academy often results in t h e  plac ement of the  graduat e on

a party list of off i ce r s  who are considered elig ible  for nomenklatura

**positions. It  is also t rue that  cer ta in inig h level positions in the

military or bureaucracy also carry with it seemingly parallel positions

within party ranks. For example, when Kulikov was assigned to the j ob

as T hi ef  of the General S t a f f  of the Armed Forces , in September 1971, he

m ad just  become (A pril 1971) a full member of tine Central Conunittee of

t he  (‘omrnun lst  Party of the Soviet Unton . In  t h i s  respect , lie joined

rn- m y other of his romrades~ senior m i l i t a r y  off icers , who through a pro-

cess of cooptation or rnonienklatura irwe r eached the hig hest levels of the

party apparatus. The sig n i f i c a n c e  of their presence in this inner circle

wi ll be discussed in t h e  concluding paragraphs of th is  section. But before

goin,~ to that analysis , i t  wi l l  be u5eful t o  look at some of the speeches

and w’r i t i n~~ of Kulikov for their pol i t ical  s l a n t .  As was noted in his

*In 1958, 86% of the o f f ice r  corps were p ar t y  mmnbers.  This number
grew to 90% in 1962 and continues at that level to this day.24

‘
~~Nomenk1atura positions are assign—nents that are strictly controlled

by the  party.  The p ar ty  has established and ma in t a ins  a l i s t ing of the
position . It  alone nominates the people who are to occ :1-v these job s.23

*~ *For the Twenty-fifth Party Congress, 35% senior military officers
were elected to membership in the Central Committee of the Communist Party.
Thirty full members arid five can-Jidate members were selected .25 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ - —--- - - -~~~--~~ --— - -
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short biography, he Is known as a skillful orator and writer. On

November 7, lt168, while holding tire rank of Colonel General and as

Commander of the Kiev Military E)istrict, he spoke at the October

Revolutionary anniversary parade:

Comrade soldiers, sailors, noncommissioned officers ,
officers an -I generals, working people of the Soviet Ukrain-~
and of the hero city Kiev i On behal f and at the behest
of the Central Committee of the (‘o’mnunist Party of the
Ukraine a i  the Government of the Republic , I greet an-i
congratulate you on the 51st annIversary of the Great
October Socialist Revolution.
...Soviet people, led by the Co’nnunist Par ty  su~cessful1y
implement the decisions of the 23rd CP SU Congress...
•..The successful completion 3f the fligh t of the space-
ship Soyuz -3 ...was an outstanding su~ cess of Soviet
science and technology.
...together wit h the working people of the Soviet Union ,
the peoples of other socialist c ountr ies  are also build-
ing a new l i f e...
We c elebrate the October fete this year  in a complex
International situation. The imperialists are taking
to overt acts of violence and brigan-lage and creating
a threat of a new world war. They i n t e n s i f y  subversive
activities against socialist countries an-I  the  world
communist movenent , and strive to strangle the n~ tiona1
independence struggle of peoples.

The Soviet people vigi lant ly  watch the intr igues of the
enemies of peace and socialism. O~~ party, our workers’
class, peasantry, intelligentsia, all Soviet people
unanimously support and approve the foreign policy of
the CPSU Central Committee and Soviet Government directed
toward strengthening the socialist community, safeguarding
and streng thening peace among people.

Considering the aggressive intrigues of imperialism , the
Communist Party and the Soviet Government are taking all
the necessary steps to further increase the military
might of our armed forces. Today our army and navy have
all they need to safeguard efficiently the conquest of
October and the great cause of communism.

_ _  ~~~~~~~~_
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Soviet soldiers , formed by the imm~ r t a]  ideas of
Marxism-Leninism, honorably carry out thei r
patriotic and international duty .  They are always
ready to smash any aggressor whatsoever who would
dare reac h for the sacred borders of our great
mother 1an~I arid other soc ialist countries.

Long live the 51st anniversary of the Grea t (k-toher
Socialist Revolution! Long live the heroic Soviet people

• and their valiant armed forces! Long live the Leninist
Communist Party of the Soviet Union, the inspirer and
organizer of all our victories ! hlu i-rah I~~

6

The foregoing Is typical of tine style and tenor of Marshal Kulikov’s

political speeches. More accurately speaking , it exemplifies the

political 1angu~ge that has to be present in every speech and article

delivered or written by Soviet leaders, military or civilian. Perhaps,

one add itional example will be sufficient to give the reader a better

idea of the politic-al aspects c ontained In every art icle.  The follow-

in~ are excerpts from .tn article written by Kulikov in the May 1976

issue of Communist. It is quoted here to show the reader a high level

military man considering his profe4sion in a political light.

He begins the article with the  often repeated cry regarding the

political purpose of the Armed Forces of the Soviet Union and the es-

sence of its doctrine:

The Armed Forces are defending the cause of the
revolution, son ialisin, and peace. At no time In
the history of inirnldnd has there ever been an armed
force that has served su:~h genuinely humane and
noble aims and ideals. The essence of all our ~ili-
tary doctrine can be summ ed up In the fact that the
Soviet Union , by its very nature, is opposed to
foreign plundering and unjust wars. The Soviet Union
does not intend to attack anyone, nor do we need war.
However , what has been gained by the Soviet people 

-~~~~~~~~~ _~~ -~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
~~~~~• - ~~~~~~~~~ -- -- —-~~~ - —~~~~~ 
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will he reliably and decisively defended...27

He continues by relating Soviet intention and their anticipated reaction

to the threat as they see it:

While recognizing the positive changes tha t }~ive
been a.~de in international relation~ , the Communist
Party must nevertheless consider the fact th-it the
situation in certain parts of the world is still
complicated and contradictory . There are forces in
the world that are opposed to detente. They reject
the principles of peaceful coexistence as a basis for
relations between states with their different social
systea.s. Although the opportunities for imperialist
aggression have now been con 3iderably curtailed its
nature remains the same. One mist realize that the
military preparations of imperialist states have
not been curtailed , instead their military budgets
are being annually increased. The military budget
of the United States has reached immense proportions.
The Pentagon was allocated a record sum in the Nation’s
history of more than 100 billion dollars for the cur-
rent fiscal year. Ne%t year It will receive more than
112 )jllion dollars. In the last five years the mili-
tary spending of N ATO member countries has doubled .
Extensive resources are being directed toward fur ther
qualitative development of strategic and conventional
weapons. The NATO General Staff, alleging a ficti-
cious “Soviet Threat” are working out new long-term
military program~ , actively modernizing their armies,
an-I equipping them with sophisticated weapons and
combat technology.28

This reads like the standard lins turned out daily by the Soviet

propaganda machine. Kulikov is spewing out here like an ordinary agit-

prop (agitation/propaganda) functionary. Having described the purpose

of the Soviet military and the threat as they perceive it , he proceeds

to what munt be considered the obligatory part of any major article in

any field i.e., the leading role of the party: 

—i



~~~---~~~ - --~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ - - -
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The Communist p a r t y ,  proceeding from the Leninist
comin~ nd to reliably defend the gains of socialism ,
exercises direct leadership in all spheres of
military development, constantly holds the country ’s
defense at the center of it s attent ion, vigilantly
follows the develo~ nant of t h e  mi l i t a ry -political
situation in the world , and appropriately uncovers
the possible sour~e~ of military conflicts. A sub-
ject of particular ~oncern to the Party and the
government - something which was stressed with re-
newed vigor at the 25th (‘R~U Congress 

-• is that the
Soviet Armed Forces are provided with whatever they
need to carry out the responsible tasks of being
the guardian of the peaceful labor of the  Soviet
people and the bulwark of peace in general . . The
defensive capability of our country  is constantly
increasing with the growing economy and develo~~nent
of science and technology. Thanks to the concern
of the CR$ U.29

The author then encapsulates for his audien-~e in a few key phrases, the

political significance of the results of World War II:

In celebrating the thirty-first anniversary sin~-e
the rout of fasc ism - that monstrous offspring of
imperialism - w-~ note with pride that this great
victory was a witness to the invincibility of social-
ism and its unquestionable superiority over imperial-
ism . The decisive battles of World War II which took

place on the Soviet—German front confirmed that no
force in the world can destroy socialism...

The victory over fascism prove-i to he a worldwide
historlal event which has had a profound impact on
the entire course of world develo~~ant. Socialism,
as a new social system, was permanently established
in the world arena and became a leading force of
international develoj~nent. 30

Kulikov includes in the last part of the article that element of

the Soviet military role that is perhaps most important to the internal

politics of the Soviet Union and least appreciated in the West i.e. the

- - - - -
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i-ole the military plays in the training ani in~Jo,-1r inat ion of Soviet.

citizens:

Great attention should he paid to the moral-
political an l  p3yz~hologica1 training of Soviet
soldiers ant to perfecting the forms and methods
of party—political work. fl~ Sqvie Armed Forces
have been and will continue to be a school for
courage for ideolggjcai conviction , ~~~ r hi~g~
vi~~ lance on the ~~rt of all personnel . All this
dictates the need for more thorough research an-i
the pre~aration of appropriate guidance for the
forces.

Having read all these ani numerous other similar articles and

speeches written by Kulikov , one can arrive at the erroneous conclusion

that the military and the policy makers/political leaders in the Soviet

Union speak with one voice. All of the articles contain the typical

political expressions and slogans that one finds in any agitation/

propaganda pamphlet published by the politic-al organs of the country.

But , by their continuous efforts to keep the military under the absolute

control of the party, the Soviets admit that they have not been able to

politically monopolize the thoughts of all the citizenry, particularly

the military. This is not to say that they have not tried.

Since the days of the revolution , Russian political leaders have

attempted to preempt any real or potential threat of military domination.

They have succeeded in establishing various institutions and methods of

control designed to keep the military subordinated to the control of

the political leadership. Most of these measures, in spite of efforts

of military men like Marshal Zhukov, still exist today.

_  _  ~~~~~ . ~ - --~~~~~~~~~~~~-- -.~~~~~~~~~~~ - - -~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ . . - -
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~o, when it is said t hat the modern Soviel military leader , like

Kulikov, has a lot of politi(-ai influen-~e, one nrist keep in mini the

structure of the Soviet Army which has shaped his career. In spite of

his lack of fear to speak out against policies he felt were ijicorrect,

an-I despite his own party membership since 1942 and his cwrent position

in the Central Commi t tee, Kulikov was not permitted to command any of his

units in the true Western sense of the word. He was not allowed to com-

mand because throughout the Soviet Armed Forces there exist political

controls that mitigate against the Soviet publicly acclaimed principle

of unity of (-ommand . De :isions are not made by outnan-Iers, they are

made by the Coun--il of Defense or by military councils at those levels

where the councils exist .
t 

At lower levels decisions are operative only

if they have been approved by th e  political department or by the assis-

tant to the commander for political affairs.

The military Coun u s  wer e in existence throughout World War II.

The Council had to agree to any orders issued by the commander. “Fre-

quently there were difficulties and arguments. Our Regimental Commander

ordered a six man intelligence patrol out on a dangerous mission. The

The existence of a Council of Defense can be traced all the way back
to the time of the revolution. During t h e  Second World War the council
was headed by Stalin. Only recently have Soviet publications begun to
openly acknowledge the existence of a Council of Defense in peacetime and
Brezhnev’s role as chairman of it.33 Military Councils and Political De-
partments exist at the Ministry , Army and Front Levels. Political Depart-
ments only exist at Corps, Division, Brigade levels and in certain Regi—
ments, (Aviation , Strategic Air Defense and Strategic Rocket Force Regi —
meets.) Below these there are assistants to the Commander for political
af fa i rs,34 

~~~~~~ _



17

political assistant- to the comman-Jer weuld not agree to the orde,- be’-ause

all six members of the patrol were members oi the C~~U. lie (the po)ili-

cal officer) advised the ‘-oiwnander to sen i only three ~ irty members and

three ordinary soldiers de lai-ing , “I am a representative of the Party.”

The commander sent all six saying, “Wha t am I , a representative of the

Fascist Party ?’ The political assistant dispatched a letter reporting

the incident to his superiors. The operation went well; but, had it n-nt

gone well , the commander woul d have been in t rouble.”32

In addition to these party controls , there exists yet another insti-

tution of control within the Army . The osohi otdel (Special Department)

which is a branch of the K.G.B. (Committee for State Security). These

special police units act as spies for the party within the ranks of the

military.

Besides all of these controls , Marshal Kulikov is subjected to more

subtle -forms of pressure that affect his career as well as the careers

of every other military man . Every one of Kulikov ’s efficiency reports

has included an evaluation by a political officer of the command .35 This

is not to mention the aided influen-;e the party gains over the military by

its control of his pay, privileges, benefits , social status and finally

his pension. Considering all the aforementioned , one has to marvel at

the courage of someone like Kulikov who will speak out in spite of all

those pressures . 
-

This type of politic-al control over the military reflects a basic
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lack of confiden-~e in an in’lividua] , h is  loyalty, and his ability t.o

make indepen-lent decisions . I t  undermines the  pr inc iple of uni ty  of

command and can be most clearly seen in the next section of this  report

on Victor G. Kulikov - as he is seen in his old position as Chief of the

General Sta ff.

SECTION IV

“The resemblance of the present Red Army Staff
System to that of t h e  Old Imperial Army of the Tears
demonstrates how deeply rooted in a nation ’s way of
life are the military traditions of its past.”3~

KULIKO’? - CHIEF OF Ti-hE GENEdAJ~ STAFF (The Bra ins of the Army)

The appointment of the then Army General Victor G. Kulikov as the

new Chief of’ Staff of the Soviet Armed Fo’ves was reported in a Thss

message of 22 September 1971. The announcement was hailed in some circles

as a sign f’& change of generations in the Soviet military command.”37

He was ascending to the  posit ion vacated by an ailing Marshal of the

Soviet Union - Matvei V. Zakharov .

At that time , there was much speculation about the driving force

behind Kulikov’s rise. lie had won out over the ass~xned successor to the

pest and a fellow classmate at the General Staff Academy (1959), Nikolay

Ogarkov. It appeared that Zakharov had been grooming Ogarkov for the

post (he had filled in for the Chief many times); but , apparently

Marshal Grechko favored Kulikov. Some said Kulikov was not well qualified

for the job because the majority of his earlier military experience was as

~

- - -

~

-- -
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a troop commander, lIe had little high level staff or Moscow experience

b~� tore the  assignment. .

There were even repor t s that at one t ime Kulikov serve’J together

with P ar t y  Chief l eonid Ur -ezhnev dur in g  World War II . Hut . , th is  was not

subs tant ia ted  by the  t ar t s .38 Ol.hers a t t r i b u t e d  his  quick rise to the

fact that the  a i rborne t roops supplied from his  comm-and ( t h e  Kiev

Military D1stric~~) during the Sovi-t invasion ol Czechoslovakia , had so

favorably Impressed the high level politicians, that he was identified

then for a future position of increased resp~nsihility.
39 This, coupled

with  his other previous comi~ands and his out standing academic record

undoubtedly helped.

But a more logical explanation ran be found In the rivalry that

existed between Zakharo~ and Grechko. Kulikov received the pvomotion

because Zakharov wanted Og-arkov to have it so, Grechko backed Ku]ikov for

the post In order to smite /iikharov.40 However it happened , Kulikov

joined an illustrious list of Soviet iLilitary leaders (See Appendix B).

Some historical background on the role of the Chief of the General

Staff of the Soviet Armed Forces i-~ necessary before an analysis of

Kulikov’s performance In the job is possible.

Like most aspects of the modern Soviet Army , many of the essential

elements and traditions of the contemporary Soviet General Staff have

been carried forward from the Imperial Army of Old Russia. There are

n’nnerous sources available that trace the development of the Russian
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Gen~ ral S t a f f  to the  t ime of Pel er the Great . A si rong current  of

Prussian/German influence can be found throughout the develo~ nent of

Russian S t a f f  procedures . Karl von Clausewit z , who achieved great fame

with  his mil i tary  techniques and books on m i l i t a ry  doct r ine , e ,g. On War ,

actually served in the Uu~ sian Army , 1812-14. The influence of his

thought is evident in Soviet doctr ine  today .

History documents t he  vary ing degrees at su ce~ s achieved by the

Russian Army in implementing imported ideas on n i i i t a r y  thought and s taff

fun -~tioning. What is Important to note , in a brief outline such as this ,

is the fact that even a f t e r  the  revolutions of 1917 , and the t urmoil of

the  Civil War , the Ge rman in f luence  on soviet s t a f f  t ra in ing and doctrine

did not diminish . This Inf luence was not limited to the former of f icers

of the Imperial Army who j oined forces w i t h  the co’nmunists. Russian

traditional alignment with German m i l i t a r y  thought  continued and was

actual ly  formalized by w r i t t e n  agreement with the Geu~tn .

In 1~422 the  Germa n , von Seeckt . , succeeded in circumventing the

res t r ic t ions  of the  Versailles Treaty by completing a treaty with the

1- hen Soviet Co’muissar of War , Leon Trotsky. Germans woul d be allowed

to use Soviet t e r r i t o ry  for t r a in ing  exercises to include live f i r ing

om ri f le , tank , and artillery ranges, In re turn  for allowing the Germans

to condu t t i e s e  activities , which were violations of the provisions

of the Versailles Treaty, Germany would provide instructors for the Red

Army . German tut elage of the fled Arm also extended to instruction of



21

high ranking o f f ic e r s . Accord ing to some sour -es : “Groups of 100 su-

perior o f f i ce r s  of the Red Army were sent to ber l in  e~~- f r  year for mili-

tary  ins truct ion . ”11 P r act ical ly  all of t h e  lIed Army ’s high command

participated in this educational program. German Soviet military coop-

erat ion continued unt i l  Hi t ler  became lfeichs Chancellor . General

Voroshilov ended t h i s  program for the Soviets in J935,42

But , like ever y o t l e r  aspec t of Russian society since the revolu-

tion , the Army went through many reorganizations and mutations that were

peculiar to i t s  pol i t ical  development . Di f f e r en t  structures and systems

of command an d  control were ut i l ized in order to ensure political control

ovt-I the Soviet Military , b’it throughout all of these attempts, up to

the present time , the s t a f f i n g  procedures have r~~nained relatively un-

cha nged . The reorgantzation~ that wt~re implemented were designed to cen-

tralize decision-making p- wers and keep the military under tight control.

Thus , during World War II , the General S t a f f  became a part of a mu2h

larger General Headquarters , “Stavka ” , which was directly subordinate to

Stalin and the State Defense Committee he headed. The General Staff

became the major planning element of the General Headquarters. 43

A ‘-entral pool of s t a f f  o f f ice r s  was created at the General Staff

Headquarters. “This pool referred to as ‘the f ly ing  circus’ provided

command and staff t eams which the ‘Stavka ’ assigned to direc t major

operations. Teams would often consist of from two to half a dozen high-

ranking o f f i ce r s , usually headed by a marshal , ”44 They were dispatched
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by the General Headquarters and w uld appear- in the field to direc t an

Opera t Ion .

Understanding th i s  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  of the General S t a f f , t he  reader

can now begin to appreciate what General Kulikov is talking about when

he discusses the roles of the General Staff .

As Chief of the General Staff , Ku]ikov was consulted on all major

decisions and appointments. Jus t as his predecessor Zakharov intervened

dLrectly into the affairs of the  Armed For -es of the  United Arab RepublIc ,*

so, too, has Kulikov played a major role in important Soviet decisions

from 1971-1976 such as Soviet support to North Vietnam , Soviet support

to the  Arab Norld d u r i n g  t h e  1973 Arab- I s rae l i  War , and the  expanding

Soviet aggression in Af t- i a . 11-ut , what is  mast important to the Western

aUdien(-e :1,-c t h e  t h o u g h t s  of t h e  Ch ie f  of Sta ff regarding historical

O V C f l t S  an i  L an 11\-sis of  1 - t i e  past as a basis  for cu r r e n t  decisions. In

June 1975 , in an ar t i ~- l e  he wrote  f or  1 - t a -  ~~ 11ta ~~ l l ls to r i -al Journal ,

Marshal Kulikov provi le-  an ex c e l l e nt  example of how he th inks . In  t h i s

article, he al so provides an examp le of  is wil l ingness  to f r ank ly  cr i ti -

cize the system when he perceives mis takes  or- a st r uct u r a l  weakness. As

is always the case in 1- i t s  military writings , he first goes to the fount of

all Inspiration of Soviet thought - the World War II experience. He writes

*y~~harov was responsible for tire removal of “incompetent ” UAR
officers following the Six Day War i n 1937 . He reportedly “intervened
d i r ect l y  in the  armed forces of a nan-al igned nat ion. ” ( liAR) . 45 
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as follows :

From the very beginning , the  war demanded a major
reorganization of the organs of party and stat e
leadership. Complete authority In the country was
concentrated in a sin~1e organ which unified the
efforts of th e  front ani rear--the State Defense
Committ€-a (GKO) under the chairmanshi p of J. V.
Stalin.. .The State Defense Committee (GKO ) solved
the mast important questions c-on’~ected with the
mobilization and utilization of all manpower , material,
and spiritual resources of the  s ta te  for meeting war
requirements and provide-i leadership in all forms of
comba t during the war including the ideological ,
economic and diplomatic struggle. In that area which
concerns the conduct of military operations , the GKO,
on the basis of general political goals established
by the Central Committee of the  Al l -Union Communist
Party (Bolshevik), determined the military-political
tasks of the Armed Forces in the campaigns and the
most important strategic operations , reviewed their
plans, planned for the forces an-i equipment necessary
for their fulfillment , set up deadlines for the callup
of draftee,, established the volume of the production
of armamen t , comba t material and military equipment ,
and established the formations of all services of the
armed forces and branches of troops and readiness dead-
lines for them. In other words, the GKO unified all
aspects of state activities in t h e  field of defense...
As a whole , the principl e of the unity of the political,
state an-I military leadership found its practical reali-
zation in the leadership activity of the party during
t he war. This principle W.L5 closely rombin~d with the
principle of centralism , an-I of iron discipline and a
scientific approach to the resolution of military tasks,
taking into careful consideration the general military-
political situation , and the economic and moral poten-
tial of the warring sides...

The great spitial scope of the armed struggle, extreme
tension , decisiveness , and t:he dynamic nature of opera-
tions which developed from the very first hours of the
war , the utilization of grea t masses of troops and var-
ious kinds of combat mat erial , and the unprecedented
costs an-I losses confronted the strategic leadership
with tasks vhf -h were not encountered in any wars in
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t he  past. Under t hese condi t ions , a r -equirement
for the creation of a radically new an-I sufficiently
streamlined and flexible organization of organs of
operational and strategic leadership on a nation-wide
scale arose. As is known , by the start of the war
these problems had not been fully resolved by us.
They had to be resolved in the cOUl~~e of the fierce
battles that were to come.

On the second day of the war , 23 June 1941 , the Pelit-
buro of the Central Comnittee of the All-Union Co~~ unist
Party (Bolsheviks) approved a resolution of the L~ SH
Council of People ’s Commissari-i eon :erning creation of
the Headquarters (Stavka ), High Command of the Armed
Forces. It included the People ’s Commissar of Defense
S. K. Timoshenko (Chairnc tn), 3. V. Stalin , V. N.
Molotov, Chief of the General Staff , G. K. Zhukov , and
Marshals of the Soviet Union K. Y. Voroshilov and S. N.
Budennyi, and Admiral N. G. Kuznetsov . The General
Staf f , together with the I)irec torates of the People ’s
Commissar for Defense and of the People ’s (‘ornrnissar for
the Navy , became working organs of the Stavka.46

He continues in this vein explaining why the effort was organtzed

in this fashion. Kulikov points out several of the reorganizations that

had to take place. He then begins t i r e  b ’ñld-up to h i s  main argument in

the article.

In this manner the basic i n s t rumen t  of strategic
leadership was organizational ly formed approximately
three weeks after the start of the war. This is a
very short period of time, but it is necessary to take
into account that with the entry of the  Armed Forces in
the war there was a need for an especially high degree
of organization and exceptionally precise actions by
them which may be attained only with firm and central-
ized control over the troops from top to bottom...

*He reiterates all of these ideas on the magnitude of war and the
need for collective leadership in a November 1976 article in Pravda
containing his review of Marshal Shaposhnikov ’s book ~~~~ &mi~ 

(The
Army’s Brain).47 

-
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Consequently one of the lessons of the war consists

of the fact that tire system of strategic leadership
must he thought  out , worked out , and coordinated in

all details ahead of time , before the start of a war...

On the whole, the experience of the last war conc erning the organi-

zation of the strategic leadership of the Arm .~d Forces is of practical

interest, even thou n ‘L~~t ~ ~~
avoid leading to the ~pfl iran e of radica~~~~ p~~~i~~ 3onal fOrm s 91

troop control...

In the postwar period the vigorous development of scienc e and tech-

nology, the radical changes which have ot -cut -re d in  t h e  ways and means of

waging war,...Under these ~onditions , constant perfection of the forms

and methods of work by organs of strategic leadership is required both

in peacetime and in wartime.48

What is Kulikov suggesting? Jud ging from these passages and the

tenor of the entire article , one can c onclude that he is making a strong

ease for a more streamlined system ~cf strategic leadership. A system

that will be more responsive in a fast moving situation where a nuclear

confrontation is possible. Kulikov ’s call for constant efforts to

streamline the system of strategic- leadership is important for a number

of reasons.

Soviet leaders frequently criticize the system or inadequacies that

occur within the system. But , what Kulikov seems to be suggesting here

goes further than routine criticism . Given the fact that the Soviets

are now more openly acknowledging the existenc e of a State Defense
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Com.i~i t tee  as the highest organ of strategic- l eadership, Kulikov’s criti-

cism becomes more provocative. His suggestion crosses important lines

of political power and enters into the political arena. This is the

realm of the top party policy makers. He seems to be trying to comTnuni-

cate to the political leadership, I.e. the men who actually man the State

Defense Coiaaittee, Brezhnev et al , that changes are needed . He is telling

them that the World War II solution to the problem of strategic leader-

ship is not good enough for modern warfare. The implication is clear,

and could be a source of irritation among today ’s politicians.

In -a later article in ~~~~ Armit (The Brain of the Army) Kulikov

offers more specific recommendations. He -advocates an automated system

of troop control and decision making; a sybernetic system that ~~uld be

capable of rapidly solving complex decisions brought about by the

“mil i tary technical revolution. “4w

He coni~ludes the  June 1975 article with a discussion of the role of

the “flying circus.” The circus was extremely valuable in the campaign

of 1943-44. According to the author , they helped the front comeands

make correct operational decisions.50 This type of a philosophy regarding

coirnand and control over operations seems to be a root cause of one of

the Soviet vulnerabilities.

Most Western experts consider the Soviet Army weak in command and

control ; and , more importantly in initiative. Soviet small unit com-

manders and commanders of Soviet trained armies of other countries seem

- - . --- ---— — - --—
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to be unable or unwilling to make decisions or deviations from predeter-

mined tactical plans. This is an extremely c ri t i c a l  vulnerability to a

force that relies heavily on mass attacks that emphasize speed and shock

action. If the mornentwn of an attack is to be maintained , if units are

to fire and maneuver effec tively in meeting engagements , then authority

and decision making powers have to be delegated to the low•st possible

level . This does not seem possible given the fact that , the Soviet

penchant for a highly centralized politically controlled decision-making

process, eminates from the very top strategic leadership. Marshal

Kulikov realizes at least par t of the problem and addresses the issue

openly in articles such as those quoted above.

Fortunately for the  West , it does not appear that he will be able

to solve this problem in the  immediate future. The source of the per-

plexity lies in the fact that Soviet policy makers still do not trust

the military. An ~rmod Force w~rose officers had a lot of initiative

and were capable of making decisions independent of political control

could become a real internal threat t the party politicians. 

— - -~ 
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“The experience gained during the Great
Patr iot ic  War in the  sphere of military strategy
has not lost it ~s significan~,e for the present . ‘.51

KULIKOV - ON MILiTARY [X)CTiU NE , O:tGANIZATION AND TACTICS

Following World War I I , three stages of development can be dis-

cerned in Soviet Military doctrine and practice: The first stage lasts

from 1945-1953; the second from 1953-1959 , and the third stage began in

January 1960 with Krushchev ’s announcement of the creation of a new

Branch of Service: Strategic Rocket Forces.
52 

In spite of the accom-

panying new developments in equipment , particularly in the sixties with

the advent of s trategic and tac t ica l  nu~-1ear missiles , one basic element

of Soviet Mi l i t a ry  Doctr ine  ha.s r emained relat ively unchanged . The dom —

inant theme of th is  seemingly immutable element is the Soviet experience

gained during the Grea t War for the Fatherland .

In  an article wr i t t en  for Ko’ninimist in March 1975, Marshal Kulikov

described some of the lessons learned from World War I I  which , he main-

tains , have not lost their significance for modern warfare. He regards

one of the most valuable new developments of th i s  War was the use of the

strategic offensive  launched by a group of f ron ts . “Such an operation

was launched in order to achieve a specific objective through the coordi-

nated efforts of several fronts together with units and formations of

other services of the Armed Forces . This was an entirely new phenomenon

in military art.”53

He goes on to describe how the  operations were characterized by the 

-~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~---- -~~~~~~~~
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decisive nature of the targets, large distances involved , participation

of great masses of troops, a variety of maneuvers , dynamic nature of the

combat operations, the high offensive pace; and, of course, the achieve-

ment of decisive results.54 This new phenomen-3n remains a continuing

and dominant part of all Soviet Military Doctrine. He continues with a

discussion of other developments that were adopted during World War II;

but, are still important today. Specifically, some of these innovations

which were the key to success then and shoul d predominate in modern war-

fare are : 1) Maneuver - Enc irclement operations made a major contr ibu-~

tion towards the Soviet victory. The Battle for Stalingrad, East Prussia

and Berlin became, and should still be considered , classical e,~ mples of

these maneuvers, 2) Penetrations in depth : Penetrations of up to 600

kilometers were ~o hieved by splintering operations which resulted in

deep breeches of the enemy defenses . A good example of this type of an

operation is the Belorussian Campaign. The penetration was achieved and

then individual pockets of resistance were isolated and then destroyed

piecemeal. Deep encirciements and raids were also carried out. 3) Meet-

ing Engagements: Meeting engagements became more important to combat

operations as deep penetrations were effected and enemy defenses were

breeched. They were occ urred in both offensive and defensive operations

and required that Soviet troops seize and maintain the initiative by

bold maneuvers. 4) Night of f e n s i v e s  were conducted by units ranging

in size from a .squa d to entire armies. The Berlin operation included a
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night attack by an entire front! 5) Aviation - The air force gave the

Soviet coamander in this war the added capability of massing fire power

and the ab i l i ty  to support the salient of deep penetrations along the

entire length of the penetration. Independent “ai r  force offensives”

were also developed. 6) Creation of reserve fronts - By 1943, the

Soviets were using strategic reserves of frontal size. One such reserve

contained nine combined arms armies , three tank armies and one air army.

They maneuvered these reserves extensively so that they would be in the

most import c t  locations at decisive moments. 7) Logistics: The conduct

of such large scale offensives made enormous demands on the Soviet supply

system. These demands were fu l f i l l ed  by the development of the principle

of pre-stock points called by Soviets “the early creation and deployment

of supplies.”55

These were but a few of the most important items stated by Kul ikov in

thi s article. To the student of Soviet Military Science and Tacti cs , they

are not new. Most have been elaborated in far greater detail in 1973 by

Colonel Vasiley G . Savkin in his  book The Basic Principles of ~~erational

Art and Tactics. What is important to note Is that the Soviets still

base much of their  modern doctr ine on the World War II experience. In

saying this, they are revealing quite a bit of vital information about

themselves. If they intend to use this “new phenomenon,~’ (the strategic

offensive launched by a group of f ronts)  then opponents can expect massing

of troops on a large scale to occur before the attack. Kulikov states
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this quite clearly and openly when he writes: “This type of an operation

was only possible in the latter stages of the war when the correlation

of forces* greatly favored the Soviet side .,. a particularly high degree

of massing of forces and equipment was achieved ,”56 Knowing this ,

Western strategists can plan for security in the European theatre with

a higher degree of confidence. The Soviet need for maintaining such a

large presence in T ast Germany and other areas West of their capital

can be easily understood in this context . And , if the Soviets t ruly

favor such a large scal e offensive , recent critics of Western strategy

who insist that NATO forces will not have adeq uate warning time, can be

finally quieted. No army in the world can prepare for an operation of

this magnitude without giving numerous indications of preparations well

in advance of the attack. One now asks, how are they organized to ac-

complish these missions? Kulikov provides an answer .

Writing in an earlier comprehensive arti -le in Ko mnunist , Ku].ikov

elaborates on how each branch of service of the Soviet Armed Forces will

carry out modern warfare in support of national strategy . It  is not sur -

prising to note that as he discusses each branch of service, he again

seems to be describing their capabilities in terms of being able to

execute the strategic objectives that have evolved out of the lessons of

the Great Patriotic War.

*In the context of this art l  h e the author In ten i s  “Correlation of
forces ” to mean that the Soviets simp ly  out num ’~ered the  Nazi forces .57
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In thi s a r t i c l e, the author credits the  s c i e n t i f ic  co~~iunity for

providing the means of conducting a modern sophisticated war . Kulikov

then outlines the organizational s t r u c t u r e  of lice Armed Forces and their

combat migh t .

“The combat power of the Soviet Armed Forces is based on the Stra-

tegic Rocket Troops , which are equipped with modern automated missile

complexes and with i n t e r con t i nen t al  and medium-range missiles. The great

range , high level of comba t readiness , and colossal destructive power of

strategic mir ’~1les m-ikes i t  possible to regard the Strategic Rocket Troops

as the most important means for res t raining t h e  imperialist forces aggres-

sive aspirations.”58 He goes on to desc ribe another key element of the

Soviet Forces .

“The Groun d Forces are the strongest service of the Armed Forces

numerically and the mos t divers i f ied In terms of their arms and equipment.

They are equipped with high powered operational and tactical missiles , up—

to date tanks, infantry combat vehicles , diverse artillery and anti-tank

weapon systems , air defense facilities and other types of equipment.

Their high level of mechanization ad motorization and abundance of all

possible means of destruction insure high striking power, firepower,

maneuverability and mobility and contribute to a broad range of tasks in

modern war.”59 Highly mobile troops equipped in the above mentioned

fashion seem ideally suited to a doc trine espousing the massing of troops,

followed by a penetration of enemy defenses , and then a rapid exploitation

of the penetration with a break through operation, Victory will he

~ 
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achieved by employing pur suit and mop-up tactics against isolated pockets

of resistance, The most desirable encounter with an enemy force under

these conditions would be the meeting engagement where the attacking

force has the initiative and maintains it by firepower and by maneuvering

its motorized forces. Kulikov expands the discussion with a description

of the strategic elements of the Armed Forces that will complement this

“strongest” arm.

“The Airborne Troops are being developed and Improved and their

ability to condu~t successful operations deep behind enemy lines is

growing.”60 The importance of this capability seems to coincide with his

expressed ideas on deep raids. lie c ompletes this portion of the article

with a brief discussion of the other Services , thei r capabilities and

how they , too, will  contribute to future warfare.

In the co~~ luding parts of t he essay , Marshal Kulikov deals with the

most changing component of Soviet Military art  - tactics. “Innovations

are taking place in the field of tactics as new weapons systems are

adopted and the level of training of the individual soldier is improved .”61

One of the most revolution-icy changes , according to the author , came about

with the development and the introdu -tion of nuclear weapons into the

Armed Forces. He feels that in addition to providing the capability of

m.issing nuclear strikes , the advent of the nuclear age has caused the

formulat ion of p r i n c i ples concerning the conduct of air operations , the

f ru s t r a t i ng  of attacks from the sea , and the use of navy forces to

I
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resolve other missions with nuc lear weapons. But , most importantly;

“nuclear weapons at the i l-n o s a l  of the strategic- , operational and

tactical com~an-i provide great independLnce in the choice of Combet

action methods . The dependence of strategic successes on operational

results and of operational su -cesses on tactical results , has altered

under these conditions. There is not a possibility of directly influ-

encing the course and outcome of operations and of a war as a whole by

using the powerful means at the higher command’ s disposal. Now the

strategic leadership cannot only determine the aims and tasks of comba t

actions and the procedures for using strategic reserves.., but , also, by

using its own means, achieve the resolution of strategic missions before

operational or tactical missions are resolved ,”62

Kulikov includes one fin-al important point in this comprehensive

statement ~n Soviet Military Armed Forces and Military Science. “The

raising of combat readiness if a s~ultifaceted problem with its own

special features in all levels of organization of the Armed Forces. This

is why It  is necessary in the  f u t u r e  to continue to search for a reduc-

tion In ttie time taken to briflg troops into combat readiness and to form-

ulate new norms.”63 One can easily conclude by this statement that re-

gardless of the scale of the operation being considered , the improvement

of combat readiness will always be one of the Soviet Union ’s primary

goals. The Soviets like all other peacetime armies are finding that by

the t ime they get a new recruit trained , he Is ready for release from the

- - -— - _ ---
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c- I It.  pen cil  i l  h i —  ft iiul.ttoi v .1 i V( ~ - l u  ~ u t ) 1  igal ion exp i  .-~~ I h i s

problem will bet-om-~ store a l if e  ~ O i  l a  S v ~ t -ts i i  t p i c -  cx l len e i t - ~ ; .

M~ -~l e- .~p e t - t s  feel , that g iv en t h e  .-~-~t 1m -c I ei ~ ir. ol li t. l u t u t . -  I r a l  t ag.

Soviet  manpower poo l , t h a t  t h e  S o v i t i  S ~~tnflol I l i t i t i l d i ti  t l . -~ , U , ’ . n t s i  ,t-

of t h e i r  armed 1ot c-. ~ . wi t hout .xtc t d u r i g  tire p et -intl c i  O t h i g t c t O l V  s t- i V i  t-

or itnp]emenhing some othe, m e a s u r e  01 t h i s  k i n  I . 1 1 e v  c ould z • Ut C t h e

size ol the i r  s (aniing At -m v ? I t  wj f l  he i n t - i ’ - t  i n g  to see how they

sol ve the problem .

S~~’ 1ION VI
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‘‘ i t  h ipp ti — you - i t . -  o ’ t  t I ttik , i t t  ~- x f t . i e - - l

p or t s  ,ct - i  work inr ~ •t ’t I I I -  — i t t - i  I of  ~4~~L t een ’s t u

you mote pleis in t l it - in F - i t t  It- (o1o ~ ,t. . - ( i i

K-l i  IK’)V - ilk M~ N

Visi tors  to  t h e  Sovie t  U n i o n  i : - , r i l t ~- Mat-slut] Kulikov as gregarious ,

siLtr p and p rofe ssiona l  ~~~~~~ Wes t em t t  I.e lit-s d e s c - t - i  I t -  h i m  cs being I u — s

stern )r foreb~Uing in  appe-itan -.- t han Yakuh~v.-,kv or Gre hko. Those who

have had occasion to be presen t d i t i n g  o l l i - i t t i  S o v i e t  -erem - nies and

celebrations , e .g. the  Novem ber - 7 , Mos(-oW M i l i t a i - y  parad e , report t h t t

when h? W~ts Chief of the General S t a f f  he always took t he  time to c one

clown Dif the reviewing s tan i t o gt - u , t  e c u  m i l i t a i - v  a t  tat-tie personally.~~

T1t -~ a t tache3 feel t h at  Kulikov h-is what an bes t be des - , ih e d  as good

m i l i ta r y  bearing and presen -e . lie is a distinguished ]o~king military

offic-er who appears to he -ì lot youn~er t han must of t h e  senior  officers

around him . He always a c ts properly as one mig ht expec t of a profes-

sional officer of his aiiher .
t)7 These brief , thoug h helpful c-onmtents ,

provide u~ with a general i d e~c of h i s  o f f i c ial s t a t u r e . What also is

important , is that the -omnent s seem to oin- -ici e with one of the rare

very personal descriptions of the at tn that the Soviets themselves have

printed . The Soviet magazine , ~gon~ k , dpst  r i l e s  t h e  m m  and how he con-

clu Is himsel I in a February ll)fl8 ar t  it -Ic til led : “A Day of t h e  Corn —

m i n ier .

The author desrrihe~ a tI;ty in Kulikov ’s li i .  w~ten he wis commander

of the  Kiev Military District . lie jisits a m t li t -~r\ a -ademy there and

L .  ~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~ - — ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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I itt’ m m me ( l i .L t  e r . ’ t t Ion of  I Ii - t I  udei t  I s  i s  i i >  • ti m mnt - it I un  h o w  young I he

I t r ee  s l a t  g c l r t - I . c l  looks . Ku l  I kov - ii m i s w e , i h g  i i g l i t  h ea t - I  t i l l  V cmp h .csi ,t - d

t h a t  he was al ,- t - ~~i v a g t - . i t r t l  I at  It . ,

The aut Ito,- einp hi ts i ~~ .- s  I hat Ku 1 i kov a t  t h i s  t i m e  was rn - mim i ng t i .

post t hat was p r e v i o u s ly  o t u p i t ’ d  I t y  su it outs(itn h u g  mu ii i t r y  men as

I- ’i-unze , and Marsha] s Zhukov and (‘. i . - - ku . lii sp i lt- of t h e  d emands of the

job , Ku] ikov took time to s i t  t kt wti wit Ii lIt.- si  u i i t - i i  I s  and pLay a gante of

liess . tic i -ha t t ed w i t h  t item and i - el  at  ed si  on  ,-~~ to  I item about h i s  cx —

p~ rienc -es in t ime m iii tat -v. lie i-. stUnts one tat l i e , -  h a r r o w i n g  event when

lie  h ad t o  dig a hole  in I he g , -ound WI l i t  I i i  s sol di,’. ’ 5 5~~~OOfl i n  order to

survive a heavy shelling , lie tal ks tsm—ily wit h t h e  s t u d e n t s  and they

are port rayed as being comfo,-tabl e around Iii m -

The au t h o r ’ s des - t - i p t i o n  0 K u h i k o v  is v t - , - \  simila , to the personal-

i t y  desc .- r i bed  by W~ 5t em vlsi tot s to the Soviet Union . They set- Ku l ikov

as this imul Ito .- is t t- vi ri g to part i- av him: an ext i-emely busy man , but one

who has I ime for I in- I m oops. Even as a ( ‘ol onel General  t ie t ook the  time ,

t c - - o r d in g  t o  t h i s  a r t  i c l e , to go out to  a f i e l d  . ‘x t ’t - ise  in  progress to

persona ] ly congrat  U t i c -  one of the sergeants of (lie district on the or -

em s Ion of his ret eiving his 1i rst mil it ~mr v he oral ion. 70

But al] of these of f i t-i,ml duties take I hei r t o I l  on the  General ’s

I asni I y II Ic. tie by h i s  own at oUnt does not have t lute to play with his

grandso n , Se rgei , who was only s i x  m o n t h s  o ld  in 196$. Kuljkov said at

hitI I 1st.’ I h .-t t  h i , -  would not al io-~ his grandson t o  p lay  wi t  ii military type

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ~~~~ - -~~~~~~ -- -~~~ - .  -



t oy s ;  but  t h i , ’ t - e  rte p o i - I . ’h l y  wet , l w  t i t l t i t i t  u t ’  t anks (in t l ie  Ic~ ,k s f t r l  I o h

Set-gm-i ‘ s room . Out’ i s  rti~,dt’ o f  l i i  i k i t -on and one i htOfl,tt ; 1w 1 • 1 t~~

(ion ’ t sj e ~~t , ‘‘71 In al l  aspe-ts ci t lii , ’ art i t-I , - , t i me nut Ito,- presents

Ku lj k o v  ~s a very h uma n , sop h i st  i c t t e d  cinch warm person.  Very u n l i k e  t h e

fat , s t e r n  a c t  ing , med-i l heclet-ked s I  . - t - . - a t ype o h  a Soviet  m i i i  ary  of Ii - er

t hat  is o f t e n  t imes  p~t rt t ,c1a- h In th e Western pi ess - Perhaps th e  ma st

i tnp ot’t ant  aspec t of Kul ikov as a man , is b u s  t a le ems a c r i t i c  of I h e

s y s t em .

It has already been noted in his biograpttic - sk e t i  I t h a t  he is  v e r y

outspoken an-i that this t rai t may have hurt him itt the past. This -har-

a-teri stic inc reases in importan- -e when you •-onsider th~ t remendous amount

of courage it must take fot- anyone to speak out critic -ally at anytime in

t h e  Soviet Union. Kulikov stands to lose cc lot when he speaks out , par-

ti c ularly when the criti t ism extends into pol it i s , £Jeverthe]ess , he

speaks when criticism seems appropriate. ‘rhe following are just two

samples .

The first example of Kulikov inveig lting appeared in the February 23,

1973 edition of Red Star. In  wh at  appear s to be a rather innocuous

article about the “Armed Fort-es of a De~’el oped Soc i a l i s t  Society ’s

Kulikov is able to insert some subtle but critic-al political commentary.

The article w~ s w r i t t e n  wh i l e  MHFII negotiations were in progress and

t he  main por lions  of it d e s - , - i b e  t h e  role of Soviet Armed Forces and

t heir unique relationshi p with the Warsaw Pact. But in the introductory

L~~ .
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p .t.-ag :-ap iis , K u i i k o v  s l i ps i l l  a Few C m i i ~ a t t h i t ’  p - m i l l  i c - , m l  p u i u - t i -  t - ~~- c I

t ite p a s t .  tIc iteg ins wit it a 1,-s i-i pt ion of  t h e  I t - r i o  e v ol u t i o n  oh  (b e

lied Army . l) uu  lu g  I t im- ( l v i i  W a r . . .  h i  I teen I tiousand i lvi i lan so] tiers

were awarded I he ot ciet of time l it - c l  b t f l f lC i  . Of I hiest .- • 2$h men t o  - d yed

it tW ice; 31 men re -ejved it t i r m e t im d s  ant i  V. K - i t ]  j u k hi ~~r , S. S

Vosmretsov , Y . F . Fabr u t s i u s  and 1.  V . h e d k o  i t ’ - - i ved the award four

times . “72 The four n amet i  men , i t -  - o , - i m t  c-cl I o u t -  I imc-s wi t I m  t i m e  order of

the Red Itanner , were all s ub s equ en l ly  , - x e  ut ec i  by S t a l i n  d u r i n g  the  years

ot the purges . The point is cc sub tle one , h u t  it  is c - l e a r .  Kul ikov

did aot have to list ea i i  man i c \  rt - -mm e lrfl i t -  l i i  ii and for  a good rca -

son. ~~ st Soviet i t  izens rec -ogn i -.‘.e I lii- names ot 11,-st . ni l 11 t a ry  men

and know what happened to them . ‘ti~ey urnters (,mn i Kul ikov ’s intended cr1-

tic-ism of politic-al practices t h a t  led to t h e  liquidat ion of some of the

r eal heroes of t h e i r  c ount  n- . Four men Wit o fought hero ic-ally for the

revolut ion were l a t e r  exec uted liv  I i i , ’  ]ec’tersfti p of the very po l i t ic - a l

system they helped to t ome to power! Thc-,’ i ouId have renm~ ined nameless

numbers in this article; but , they did nut .

The second example of Kullkov criticizing t h e  system will be t reated

here briefly bec-au~e i t  has a l ready been covet-ed in detail in Section V

of this paper that examined Kulikov ’s views as Chie f  of t h e  Gei~era] Staff .

The topic of c r i t i c ism is t h e  role of the General Staff In ~~rfare.

The impor tant  part  of th ,-~ c i r t i c - l e  f o r  t h i s  discussion is c~’0fl-

tam ed in a few senten -*- s , The -t -it lt - ism t h a t  Kulikov otters is that
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the basic- Inst rument 01’ 1 eaciot-ship used luring World Wtmc 11 was : ‘‘ for-med

cm pp m- oxim at ely I l t c ’ m-~- weeks a l t  t i -  t i n -  s t a t - I  o f  I i i , -  war - ‘‘ . - , a r j d  1 ha I in

o n - t i e r  t o t ’  t h e  G eaer a l  S t a b  I to ope i ’dt e  mac - , -  e l f i - i e n l  l y  , ‘‘ the system

ot st r a t  og i - h eader-shi p mus t be t Itou gli t out , worked ~ut • anti c-oorcii f la t  ed

in all details ahead oF t ime , beloi’e t i m e  s t a r t  oh ’ a war .  “~~~~~

In this ins t ati e, Kulikov ’s cr i t i c  ism is open and d i r ec t .  He is

cr i t i c i z i n g  a sys tem of l eader-sh ip t h a t  c o u l d  he des’ t i l t e d  as t h e  “sac -r ed

c O W ” 01’ t h e  Party leadership. l ’Im er e is a grea t deal of eviden~-e t h a t  a

similar system of leadership of m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s  by t h e  pa r ty  c -h i e f t a n s

(State Defense Coitmit tee) t h a t  wa~ used during t h e  war- exists now in

peacetime and it will he the system of st rat egi c- l eadershi p used in the

event- a war- breaks out in t h e  f u tu r e . 7 t  K u ) i k o v  is s a v i n g  this arrange-

ment will not be adequate. ‘l ime article stirred up muc h controversy in

the Soviet Union ts wel l as in the Wes t . h eading to the c onc lusion by

some Western j o u r n a l i s t s  that “Soviet hhawks ” led by Kulikov were fighting

w i t h  the  Kremlin Leadership. ~~ These were cj t  two examples of the out -

spokenness of Vic tor  Ku] ikov .  ‘ b i t t - c .-  are ot he rs  avai lable  in periodi -als

that circulate outside the Soviet Union. Ii i s  also possible to assume

from this that he has spoken out sti-on~ ly on other- issues which a

Western audience will never find out altout . The important thing to

r ealize is that Kulikov t h e  man , has the c-har-ac-ter to speak out to the

p o l it i c a l  Leadership when he feels they are wrong. This fac t alone could

be valuable to h Ip- West . It lends t-redenc -e to the theory held by some 

— - -- ---- -- - - -
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~ ~~~~ ~~~ t ~ wimo tmav . ’ t itt- tip i niun t Intl ti ter ~ - are di St  itd - t

lo h it i e s ’ w i t h i n  t i t ~ t~~Sit . These lobbIes or- m it-tes t gi-oups offer

differing opinions on imow t o  al b c -a l t -  s c - a  t a - -OUr 4 5  cLt tt Oi t ~~ c ompeting

interest groups i .e. mil ilai’y indus l ri,-t- versus c on sumer in  Ju s t  t i e s .

These groups are c apable and un-air-aid to at- ,~ue lor I lieu ’ position. It

reu~~ins for the West to determine who represents c-at m I ’a c t i o n  in the

country and what makes up thei r -onst ituen c-y. Ku)ikov , as one of the

top military men in the country , c-un he c-onsiclereiI t h e  spokesman for a

rather powerful interes t group , the Armed Fort es. h owever , historically ,

t i m e  i n fluen~-e of the m i l i t a r y  has been under - ite c ontrol of the political

leadership of t h e  c o u n t r y .  This on t i - o l  and t i n e  limitations It tan put

on the military leadership W~L S t h e  top ic of Se t i on  11! of this report .

SE1 ’ l’IO N VII
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K t J l , I K O / — O’~ ui h’d t’~ El i ’h i- IN ‘l ’ll ~ ‘‘(I4S -flE-~ S~} IEl n ’’

In  cnc ~ b i o g i - a p - c o t t  K u l i k c v tc i t  t i n t  by Soviets , I h i t - ~ am - c - c 1j l c - k  to

~ ‘ m l ou t  h i s  icurri t t le c c r l c ~ i t i  ‘‘b u t - n t  i n  c i’,mmiiv of p c u r  pt~as_ &nIs .

~-‘ic7ie i  bIo~~t -ap h i i ’  s uu t ’ c - d - s i’ t’e(4U ’el t J V  UI l i i - ,,- this uppno :t I t i n  c l e s c - r - ih i n g

(‘Ul’teflt lea-let -s . This  ru~Lv 5urpr’ l st -  Wc-~ i ,u’sters who m i g h t  wjn ler ab-~ut

t h e  si g ni  f ican-c e Cl a “r ags to i- i  - b u s ” n sf- to p:- onmtn en - - e In  a classless

sa- -im - t y. Hut , t i ne  h a - i  o t h e  rn-i t I en’ is , I hat t h e  So’,iet Unio’i , despi t e

all claims to the rout t ’ary , does have a l t i g h l y  s t r a t i lied socie ty .  Ani

one of the ~n~ st favored layers of t h i s  society Is the- -ll ilary . Kul ikov ,

as a Mirshal of the So’iiet Union , i s  on’s of f l i t -  e l i t e  of t h i s  upper’

ec-helon . In a study suc h as this , it will be valuchcle to determine just

what this elite status means i t t  c - on- -p - e tc t o t - r n -..

Western Krem’Unologists go to great ]en ,~ t h s  to  exp l a in  that  Soviet

e;.-on omic p lans t r a d i t i o na l l y  have favored t iit- military se-tor . This is

apparent when one considers  the  q u t l i t v  an-] q u a n t i t y  of Soviet military

equipment produced versu~ tim e shorigages and poor q u a l i t y  of goods pro-

ci ic:ecl for the citizer’m-’-onsumer. The o r d i n a r y  t o u r i s t  n~~~is only  to be in

a large city of the Soviet Union matter of hours before he realizes how

well off the soviet military m-~n appears to he. Fly dress alone , the

Soviet soldier as a class of society, stan ln-c out. t His uniform , and they

tTypical of extravagant-c t h at  is given to tine military Is the Mar-
s h i u l  ‘a Star .76 It Is given ~o M.arsh tls of t h e  So,iet  Union , Marshals of
branches of t h i - ’  servic e ant-I some Generals of the Ar-mv . Years ago , Sov iet s
claimed i t s  value in  excess 01’ 6,000 rubles . II Is a five pointed star
made of gold ani platintum and equipped with -t 2.6’s karat diamond in the
c-e nter ’ , i t  h-as 5 additional .6 karat cllamon-Is on tine rays of the star and
2’i diamond c -hi ps. Today , its costs c ould easily exceed $20,000. They be-
com e t h - -- personal property of the rec ipient .

- --- - _
~~~~~~~- 

- - — -  - - - - - - - -
~~~~



-11

ale seen u n  gr e ’U nUl n i n e r ’ i-, , I s 01 t lie ct-sl qual ii y , appear- to m e  far

f tp  t tel’ m tde t han I lie SI rtu- t app t p - oh of I he aver-age Sovl ~- J c - J  II zen.

Fur ’ t  he:’ , one need oul  y mt tk p -  one vi  - . i t  to t h e  M ouc  ow Cl r ci— , , t h e  l i i i  l e t

I he Pa lac e of (‘on gt ’essc- - - or - any  ot  i m er  ma f o r -  c - u )  I ur ’al  event  ~ 1 ~i given

time in Most -ow , b e f or e  ho rea]i?,e.s I b e r t  t h e y  are  F r equented by Soviet

Mi i i  t a r y  o ffic’ers . 1hel r unl forms set I item apart in the audience. Some-

how , t h e  m i l i t a r y  are able t o  a i f o r c i  t h e  going p r i ce s  for- these events

and , they man ge to get sc cr ~ r- t i  k t - t  s t h a t  i t I c -  o f 4  en never available

to the general pu itbi . H ut  Kul i kov b i a s  a t  beast tw o  a d d i t i o n a l  c laims

to substantiall y mont - pe- r- qu i si to— . t bt.tn theat c t  t i c k e t s . With in the

milit ary , as - t  atr - -,}mal of I~~,- Sovivt tinier, , i t -  h it s  benefit. s t hat are

genera l  I ’,- wt- l I I t - v e n i t t h a -  means oi  even I h i -  upper lasses of Soviet

soc’iet  V .

I t  is reported t h a t  Marsha l s  ri - c elve 20(t ( l rUb ,lc-s a month as hasp

par , (The average monthly pay of a Soviet worker Is 170 rubles per

month. ) Army c-omimandem ’s are tuthorized -; room apartments (not c ounting

k i t c hen and b a t h)  and i t  c-an he s af e l y  assumeil  t h a t  Kullkov ‘s q uar t ers

fan- e’x’-eed t h i s  mln lmwn s t a n d a r d .  As an of fit -e n - wit h over twenty-five

v - ,t r - .  servic e, he is e n t i t l e d  to f o r ty - f i v e  days annual  leave. Ad -lition-

,tll y, as is the c u st o m  in some Western European -ountries , officers

~ Ac t u e 1 l ~~ , t h e  c t-al averag e wage I— between 100-120 rubles per
month. Thc- Soviets in typ ic-al fashion c - a n  quo te  t h i s  higher figure ,
but ~ i t  i n c - l u b e - ~ h i g h l y  I n f l a t e d  salar ies  of workers In t h e  Far East.
The Soviets have h e m - i  t~~ - c- i - i t . - monetary i i i -  t n t  lvc- s to intice workers to
work i r-n the Far East and by means 0 1  t hese bonuses , a few workers can
earn as muc’b t as 1000 r ch i pcc -i m o n t h , 79

. :
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c n e  entitled to an acichi I jott il ~~l I , l cv s  heal lii t’~ -~. I . Sotni o oh t h e  over —

six t y --fiv e t rn tr s l ia ls  t - r e  l i t  h l t i - i  r v igo r an -i  v i t a l i t y  t o  t I l t - s e  long c om-

pulsory l eave pub ic - i t - s .77

To m ike lelsut-e time more at t c-a’ -Iive , the Ministry of l)efense main-

tains resort  areas for  swimmi ng , s k i i ng an ’J l) out ing. Time Army also

maIn ta ins  150 h u n t i n g  and f i sh i n g  lo -I ges , of  l’ii-e rs ’ clu b s and sanator-

lusts where their elite take thel r “c ure ” An -iddi I iona l b e n e f i t  avail  -

able to Major Generals and above is permission to take thei r vacations

in Eastern Europe. (Perhaps t h i s is allowed la -c ause generals are c:On-

siclered senior enough to be p oliti c -ally reliab le ,) So even a man as

busy as Victor Kullkov was , when hi~~ w-is Chief of the General Staff , found

time in his itusy snlteclul e t o  t ake  a luxur-lous vac ation in  Yugoslavia in

November - 1972 .

The ~e’-ond c-lain t h a t  Marshal Kul ikov I t is to a whole series of

additional perquisites are a result 0 his position is a member of the

Central  Conuni t tee  of t h e  Coirtnunist P ar t y  of t h e  Soviet  Union .

Hedric-k Smith has enumerate d  t hese b e n e f i t s  qu i t e  well  in t h e  open-

ing chapters of his cur’r es t b e s t s e l l e r , The Russians . So , In  add i t ion  to

chauffeured limousines an-I spe -Ia] militar y slor- t-s and c ommissaries that

a We:~terner would not c onsider ext r’ao r’di ni r ’, benefits , Kulikov has the

following : access to stores selling Russian delicac ies and Western

goods that are open to (‘ent ral ComnIltee Sl~t ft only; home delivery of

the “Kremlin ration ” free of any c-barge (food valued at 480-600 rubles

L -~~~~~~--
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p-er- m o n t h ) ;  it  c - ~~~~~~ S t o  t i m e  s t - c  r -~~I . s s c c p  1 1 ) 1 ’  rn i l n  , t , - ~ o h  l i i - , , m r  t i . -

ba sement 01 tire Army - Ntt v ’, SUn -p i n  Mosc ow; a — t - - . s  and per’ml 55 I on  t o  b c U \

goods in any  of tite hard  i -ur-r-enLy c.-ry ozkmt shops i n  Mosc c w  or arm y ~ t h t - n

So’,ie t c -I  t v  ; r e s t a u r a n t  c - m i t er ing  s . ’r - v i c  e for purl jes ; - t  c t - s i  i t - n i - e- in

ti me green-belt villa area of Mosc ow ; use of t ime h i es i  h e a l t h  t r ea tment

clinics for himsel f and h i s  f a m i l y ;  a dac ha for h i s  p r i v a t e  use; spe:ial

t i cke t s  (usual ly  box seats) for all -U]tur’al events; and perhaps most

importantly, spec ial educ ational opportun ities b r  h i s  f a m i l y ,  including

spec-ial schools for c h i l d r e n  of t h e  e l i t e . 80

In addition to all of t h e  foregoing , M rshal Kulikov can look for-

ward to a re t i rement  t h a t  w i l l  l i t e r a l ly  pay him bat-k for h i s  long and

honorable service. He will ret-d ye “ f i f t y  pen ’ -ent U t  h i 5  last pay for

serving twenty-five years , plus three perc ent of eac h extra year up to

75% of his pay ” (war-time servic e at one of time fr’onts counts triple).
81

Kulikov c-an augm ent his retirement pay as he does his active duty pay

with generous royalties received for his prolific writing.

In spite of his long work day and awesome responsibilities , Marshal

Kulikov can come home from a long (lay at the office to relax and be com-

fortable in his home in t rue bourgeois style . This is an option that

will never he available to the vast majority of Soviet citizens that live

in this c las-s]ess utopian society.

- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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“ The unity of t he  Warsaw Pan t h - o r - - e s  h a s  c ons iderabl y
strengthened over the past five years . -Joint research
has led to t h e  development of c ommon views on t h e
n atu re  of conc eivable  w r s  f i n a l  t h e  I mp er i a l i s t s  could
unleash , on methods of waging tlics—~~ wars , on a unified
approach to c omprehensive t r a i n i n g  of t h e  forces
of each c-ountrv of the soc ialist c-omn’nuni ly for the
defeat of the aggressor by modern means of c ombat . “82

K ULI KO/ - A D I M t ~t J N G  RE D STAR ?

The 8 January 77 announ- -emen t b~- TASS of General Kulikov ’s assign-

ment to the position 01’ Co~nrnan-1er of the Armed Fort-es of the Warsaw Pact ,

caused mixed reactions among Soviet analysts in the West. Some regarded

it as a promotion while others regarded it as a setback for Kulikov , a

demotion. Those taking the latter position presented the following

arguments .

Kulikov ’s reassign-nent to t h e  position of Chief of the Warsaw Pact

~

-

-~
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moved hIm out  of  t h e  rn-tins I rearS o f  l h .  ml I i  t a r - y  i t t -  I ~ i o n  mak i ng p r o c - t - s s

F u r t h e r , b u s  author-it v and r’esponsiliil i t y wer -€- clint in isheci . Ac-c ording

to Soiiet Regulation , o n ly  t i m e  ( ‘b u d o h  t h e  G e i i e n - t i l  S t a l l  h i s  t h e  a u t h o r - —

I t  \ t o  s ign orders  fo r  t i m e  b ) e b e i m s e -  M i n i s  I e n -  - F ur t h e r , as Chi e h o f t i m e

Gene ra l  Si a f t ’ , he h—i d direc t c o n t r o l  oh , i l l  S e n - v i c e s  o f  the Armed Fort -es

of the Soviet Union to jn-]ucie those c omba t n u l l s  assigned to the Warsaw

Pan t . Despite Soviet c o n t e n t i o n  th a i t  t h ese  f o r - - e s  ar e  allo -ated to the

Warsaw Pact and are responsive to time l eadershi p of that organi zation ,

t he i r ’  dir’ec t subo r ’dina t ion to Mosc ow c - t i n  ice  proven.

An ot in e r ’  i m p o r t a n t  iisp e -t  in  h b i f - i r  v iew is  1 c t ~ i~~ - t  t h a t  Ku l ikoy  was

not promoted to Mar -s inai  ( iuc’ Ing t h e  over f i v e  year- s  he oc cup ied t ime posi-

t ion of C h i e f  of t h e  Gen er -a l  S t a l l .  I t  was o n ly  a l t e c - ~4 i c -o la i  V . Ogarkov

~“For Kulikov , h is new a s s i g n m e n t  means t h a t  he has hec - ome t h e
second man in the Armed Forces of t h e  Soviet Union . “83

**The impression Soviets hope to c reate Is that the forces assigned
to the Pac t are c o n t r o l l e d  by f l i t -  c -oun t r ’ i e s  who p a r t ic ipa t e  in  t h i s  “de-
fens ive” agreement . When Kulikov was assigned to the position Krasnaya

Zvezda indicated tha t Ku]ikov was “fr eed from his duties of Chief of t h e
General Staff.. .and assigned as Commander of the For’c-es of the Warsaw
Pact by the participants of that treaty .”81 Hut , in another article an-
noun~-ing the death of Shtemertko , (‘hief of S t a f f  of the Warsaw Pact , they
seem to he d est r o y i n g  thei r own myth . “A f t e r  a serious and extended ill-
ness , the outstanding military lead er , First Assistant to the Chief of the
General Staff of the Armed Forc es of  t he So-,iel Union , (emp hasis , H. N .)
Chief  of S t a f f  of the  War-s Lw Pat - I  . . .Gener ’ai of t h e  Ar my  - Sergei M .
Shtemenko  died . “85 In  Soviet M i l i t a r y  organi ’ations , the  Chief of Staff
acts as an executive officer does in t h e  U. S . Army , i.e. he assumes
command In  the  absence o h  t h e  c-omn an i c r .  Thiu~~, ~n t h i s  sh o r t  announc e-
meri t , t h e  Sovie ts  are a d m i t t i n g  t ine c l i r e c  t l i n k  and s u b o r d i n a t i o n  tha t
e x i s t s  be t ween Mosc ow and t h e s e  S o v iet  i o r - -  . - s  s ta t  ioned ou t s i de  her ho r-
(ler s , i . e .  t h e  C h i e f  of  S h a f t  of  t h i s  quasi Independent military defense
p ar t is in far t — su b o r c f i r i -t t e  t o  t h e  ( ‘ R i c h  of t h e  General S t a f f  of t h e
Soviet Armed Forc es.
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w is m u s s i  g i l t - c l  Ui  t i c -  job 1 h a t  hc ~~t h  c t - c t’ I v i - c i  p iOti ic) I ions to ttm ~ r-mtnk ci

M a c - s i n  ii c ) b  f lue S oV l c 1 tinlon,
8t 

Ii Og t t k c c ~ W i s  in  t a c t /a!~hiIL r-o V ’s f i r s t

( i toi i c  i n  1 ~t7l , t h ie i l i e  obivjousj v h i , t s  ml ]  I I I c t  qua]  i i i  mit ions nt essmi I V

Ion’ t i n t s impo r ta n t p o si t i o n.  Mor ’e im p o z l - t m i t l v , Ogar -ko v ’ s b a c k ground and

q ual i f i c  - ,tt Ions -is an engineer- l o s t - I  y c-i-sem i Ic t h e  hniu k g r o u n c l  i n  I ec l i f t  -

c-a l s u b  I c-  - i s  of  t h e  pr e s e n t  Mi n i s t e r  o h  lie i i - m ~~- - its 1 inov . Kr-em] i nob —

g i s t s  would n u t  to this  t h a t  some r cc - d f l l  c i e vr - I o p m e n t s  serve to Support

the argument that Ogan-kov has over t aken Kulikov .

01 23 February of t his y ear , a cha  - -eIei~c-~i t  ed I hmro ugho ul t h e  Soviet

U n i o n  mis Armed i-or c - s  l ) l i V  - Sov i e t  t - w -~1 mp ’ -ns -~ I i  one m o r e  p ie c -  of t-vidern-e

to  t h e  growing puzzle .  i n  arc  ar t  I c - i c -  c I t - s - - r i  l u g  a re dpi ion hel d in

Most-ow tha t  was par t  of t i m c -  i t i t h  i L n l f l j V c - r - - , L r ’  c e ] e h r - a t  ion u f  Armed For- -c-s

Day , the list sinowing I L i -  names u t  t h o~ u -ii I f-I h i n g  t i c -  - C i t - I  n a t  ion  had

Ogarkov ‘S nam e ahead of Ku l ikov  s .  l u  c - I t t o s t -  w h m o  make a - ~t r e er  ou t  of

s t U I l \ I n 1~ I i m t ~- - o i ie t  i J 1 i u l l , ~in c l I c - c -  1 e a c i i - c -~~h i p r m i - o u g ht pe r - l o c l i -a l s , t h i n g s

of this nature just In not hu appen , t i - c - I c i t - c l a  I l~ - Sov i e t  ~di  tors are ver y

met i cu lous  about naming dl gnl tar i ca-  in t h i c -  O r - c i t - n -  D l  I t - I n -  st ~ a l i i n g in  t he

h n r e a u c - n-a- : . 1~ ader-s ‘ i n anmes a n - c -  n - c t  1 i s  t cci ,il pl~~i l c e t  i cal I v ; r ’at her -  , by

rank or position held. Unfor’tunaU-lv - t i n t - n t - have been no m aj o r  o b i t u a r i e s

tA ddli tio nally, fn-om 1969 72 Ogarkov St - r v c - c l  as the senior Soviet
l i t - l e g a te  to the  S t r a t e g i c - Arms L i m i t a t i o n  Ta lks .  His  new ass ignment
may cc - l I t - - I the important-c tint- Soy it- i U n i o n  plan-es  on t im e s e  n e g o t i a t i o n s.

- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~
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I n  t im e Soviet newspapers sin- -c t h m i -  on - u n t i l -  e WI ftc W c I I -  one - o u ] d

- - o r r o b o r - a i t -  t h e  r e l a t ive p r o m i n e nt  t-  01 t i n e  m lii l a c y  l c - - i d n - c s b c i p . ‘ I n

sp i t e  o h mci i o h  t t i t -  above , t h i t - r e  e~~ i s 1 s  a whole cody of inil or -Un a l ion th a t

s up po r t s  t h e  op i n i o n  that K u l i k o v ’ s new assignment l~ i n  f a c t , a promo-

t i on .

K u l ikov ’ s d u t  i c-s as ( ‘ m i d  o h  I b i t -  Warsaw P n i c - t  w i l l  n3t  remove him

f r o m t ine ~‘ o V i t t  c a p i t a l  . Al thoug h t  f i re  Pan t in i i  n l a i n s  opei’at tonal head-

q u a r ter s  for  t-a c-hm of i t s  p o t e n t  iai war t  line f ronts inn the cities of Higa .

i vov and (m hessa , I h -  m t i n  in eadquar l  cr 5 is i n  Moscow. All of the top

in I i i  t a r  I c~ h e r  and t m e l  r - -omm anu r l  elements mint -  1 o’-at ed i n  the Soviet

- As - ommancier of Pac t I-or - c-s Kulikov retains h is old title of

— c , - 1  i t y  to t i n t -  Minister- of Debense , anti , i f  t radition holds true ,

I is alone Will dem-~nis t n -a t e  f lue sUprem L i v

In the past , Marshal Ivan  Yakub ovsky , fo r mer ’ Chief  of t he  Warsaw

Pa -t , w i~ l i m e t i n - st  among equals when c ompared to t h e  o the r  two F ir s t

h)ep ’iti c- ’~ (K u l ik o v  c l i  Sokob ov) .  Whe n t b ~t- Minister’ of Defense was

abcs e?nt , y~~m k u l c c i v s k v  wou ld  su t c ~~t i t u tu  for him. Further , Western di plomats

r-c -pc )r I I h a i l a ll  protoc ol l i s t s  m d i  c-alt -- t hat after the Soviet MOD, t h e

h i l t - I  of the Warsaw Pac t Fort-es is always tine next important when making

arrangements for official funrtions.

*Ohl ttia n~Ies of (op Soviet  Itizens are signed Lw the leadership in
order of prominence in the h c u r e au c - t - m i c - y .  Th c-  m i g h t ’s I leader-  s igns  f i r s t
a n l  t imen o the r s  in h i s  I c - p a r - t m e n t  s ign in desc - - u c h i n g order . 

-- ~~----- ~~ 
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Kul ikov ii— bet t i u r ’  sui I cci for- r Iri s ott by c-~ pi--ri t ui c- I han he was

when h u t -  was appoint c- ti Ch ie f  oh I b u t - - u ;t ,m u c ral S t a b  f. As t i c i -  c ommander-  of

I i i i -  W ar sa w  Pat , Ku!  l h ~ c~’ j o i n s  - u v t-n y c i l s i  I n ig u t  i - I ced  gn-oup of Sovie t

O ff I c i r i - . As wits noted ear l icr- , t h u s is  not I bce f i r s t  t i m e  he has

id l owe-I in time footsteps of Ivan Yeckubovsky. -

Ymc kutcovsky mnim sel I was c onsicIer’~ cI i c y  many t.o be a likely succ:esson

10 M i r i - lumi l Gr’ec-hko . Permuaps hue would h ive- i c - i - t i  had it not been for mis

p’)Or bmealth . ~~

The c:omrnand r e l a t i o n s m u l p f ir-i t c x i i -  h i -  hm t i w i -t m f l u e Soviet General

Staff and the Commander of  t i c . -  W , m c - - - c w  lU t is  mo lt ’  dii f i c - u f l  to exp la i n

hiec -ause  less is w r i t  t e n  ~ihoU t i t  i i i  tire op t- nm pres s . Suffice it to say

t ina t  t h e  S t a f f  of t i m e  Wars,iW Pmu I is  s i n t u o r cj j r cc l  e t o  t h e  ( ‘h lef  of t he

General St i l t  and t’e’ eiVes much of I t s  plannir- ~ guidanc e from that or-

gan iz a t i o n  today ; because , t i m e  Sovjt-t General St a f f  ii- the Supreme Head -

quart er’s for all St n-at t - g i  c p1 anni  r I g .  Ru t  , I h i t -  -ommanui r e l a t i o n s h i p is

d i f f e r e n t .  Kullkov works directl y lor the Mini ster of Defense of the

Soviet Union and t ine  p a r t i c - i p’it in ~4 c - oUn I  r ’ies of  l int? Warsaw Pa - t  . I t  w ti-

the partic ipan t c-ountr ’ies of the War-saw Pa-I that assigned him to the

jo b  a t - c o r d i n g  to Soviet newspapers - An I , u n ad d ed note for  t h e

*He replac ed Yakuhovsky in 1967 as Chief’  o f t h e  Kiev Military Dis-
t r i c t .  A ’Jditlonally, both have served as c’onunander - Group of Soviet
Forces Germany .

•*lie was a terminal c-an --er- patien t at t i m e  t ime of Marshal Gret-hko’s
u.iexpect eci death.
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Ki’eml lri- lo gi sts , - l I t -  p o s i t  iof l l  r ig o I I Ire arnilaun enient s and t h e  p1 - lu re s

of  Kul ikov  an u c i  Ogai-kov i n  t i m e  p ap t -c - s on 9 J a n u -t r y  1977 was n o t  l i c - c - I c l e n t , j ]

Kulikov was g iven t i n t -  t op  full l i u m g , Also , t i n t -  c I n r o r u i c l c -  i n c  t h a t  sam e

paper - wro te  how tin e -inmt n ge oh ass i gn um e ru t s was c - f b i - - I cci . I t  sI  at eci  t lua l

the Union of  Mi n i s t r i e s  of  t i n e  USSR b i d  “ f r - c - i - c f  K u l i kov  of h i s  duties as

Chief of t ime General St a f f  i n c onnec t ion wit h his assignment to the post

of Commander of tile Warsaw Pat-I by t I r e  p a r t i c ip a n t s  i n  f l u e  Pact .  ~~~~~~~ it

seems from thi s  t h a t  t h e  S ov i et s  a r - c  a t  i t-mist t r v i n ~ to c rea te  the im-

pression that  the  other’ n -o untr ’ies of t ine W~ir ’siiw Pa t imav e something to

say about who m-omm anc ls thel  u - or ’ganizat  ion . l i m i s  aci d s some pres t ige  to

the assignment.

A good indic ation of tlue imp or t anc e a t  t i n t -  j ob )  - an be seen in the

aci-ounts by Soviet newspapers o h  K u l i k o v ’ s f i r - s t  t r i p to War -saw fo l l o w i n~

his appo in tmen t .  Warsa w , 17 l-’e lt r u ar ’y  1’ASS~ V . G . K u l i k o v  was met  at

the ai rport by members of (hue (‘ent c- ,ti Comm i t t ee of t h e  ~~ ish Communist

P a r -t y  of Poland , the M i n i st e r  of Defense-  of Poland ,.. .and time Secretary

of the Cent ral Committee of the  P o l l— i c  (‘ommunist  P ar - t v  - S . Kanya

S. A. Pllotovich , the Soi~iel Amhassador to Poland , was among those greet-

ing Kul ikov.”91 In an an-c-ompanyin~ ar’t t ile , it was further reported that

Ger-ek himsel f - the  F i r -s t  Sec r e t a r y  of tine Cent ral C o mm i t t e e  of the

Polish Communis t  Pa r - t v  rec eived Kulikov that same c l ay . 92 I t  is obvious

f rom t h i s  how h i g m n l y  t h e  Wan-saw Pac t members r-egar ’cl the i r new c-o~~nander .

The m a t t e r  of Kui ikov ’ s n o n - p r o m o t i o n  to Ma r -s inai  d u r i n g  his tenure

as Cin l e f  of t h e  General S t a l l  is a more d i f f i c u l t  p roblem t o  solve .



Tim cr-c- a nt- n~iny theor’ies as It, wI’y it o m c i m l m e r -  o h  t he  $oj iet  m i i i  t a r y

1 eaciers i m ip luaU been pr -omo I c~d to Mar -i -lu-ti SI 3 m- I- I i)1 S - Them 10] lowi ng t bm c-

eight — ye ar - dr-ough t 11 cc - fin -st Iwo people to n i - c c - iv c ’  the rank of M ar —m a)

w e r e  nut  pro fessiona l At -my o h f i c -c ’ rs . On May 5 , 1976 , P a r t y  Secretar y

i trezhnev r t -c  i - i v c c i  m i s  pr -omo t ion m i ni -I on 31 J u ly  1976 , U st in o v  was pro-

mo t ed. For’ (Utincrv , t h i s  p r o m o t i o n  c ame Jus t t h r e e  months  after his May

pr om-Dtion to  Army General . ~~~ Clir- is l Ian t)uevel bras - written a number of

res earch reports on ( m i s  s u f u j e c - t  f o r  hfueni i o  I i b e r t y .  None of the  analysis

provides t i i ~ i n fe r -n a t i o n  nee-Jed to cfl~ I-: 1~r ~rn e - c l e s t i Of l  - Winy we re cce r t a i f l

o f f i c  ens promoted ? if a n y th i n g  cc he s a i e ly  s al d , i t  is tha t  i f  the

assignment cii Kul ikoy  was indeed a demotion , time So~ jets would hever have

su b s e q u e n t l y  promoted h im to M i n i - f m - i l .

i t 15 the  op inion of t h i s  w r i t e r  t ina t  K u l i k o v ’ s s ta r  is not dimming ;

it  is s h i n i n g  b c - igh te r ’  t i m a n  ever b e l o r - e !  I b i s  new assignment is p re st i gious

and - c t r n - e s p o n fs  p e r f e c tly  to h i s  i t c -kgr - ound und c apabilities . During his

y e-an-s as Chief of t ine General Stat I icc- gai n ed knowled ge and experience

that people say tue lac ked be fo r - - I a -  w es  li- - -lgned t o  t ine  post . P ar t i cu l a r l y

valuehle was the experic-zn c ~~ gainc -J in w or k i n g  itt the highes t politiccal

levels in Mosc ow. He gained expe r t i s e  but at t ine  swne t ime he was able

t o  m a i n t a i n  his  r epu ta t ion  lor  tough inriepenclent mindedness. His assign-

meni as Chief  of the Warsaw Pact keeps bnim r-ight on the track that

‘In th i s  respec t i n cc  has moved fa,stei- t han Joseph Stalin did during the
war . Stal in  was not promo t ed t o  Ma r - s in -el of l ine Soviet Union un t i l  Marc — h

I I c 13 . Russia had al read y heel) f ig h t i n g  o~’er two years and S t a l i n  had a
number  of Man-shais subordinate to him .



- ~~~ - ~~~~~~~~~~~~
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Marshal Grec -hiko tel lowed to t ime join ci t Mi r n s t  er ( m l  t i-  t enn— e , 
* 

the post

all top Soviet milit ary l eader-s mus t desire.

(‘o ; sider ’i ng t i n . t ;~~t o b  t~ — 1 iunu v  , it is v ery  l i k e l y  t h a t  V i c  t o r  G.

K u l ik o v , Mar - siual  of  t h e  Sov iet  U r n i o r u  c Ou ld f u l f i l l  i d —  aspi r a t i ons.  A l l

ind ica t ions ar-c point inc~ in  t h a t  d ir - i - c l i o n .  I I  should be j u s t  a mat t e r

01 t i m e .

SECTION IX

CO~(’ I U ~ I ONS

Man’shal Kulikov ’s rapid rise to the highest c- -helen of leadership

of the Soviet Armed For -es is renurkable. A relative unknown in the

early sixties , he suddenly bec ame tine man to watt- lu with the announcement

in May 1967, of his  assignment to tine prestigious job of Chief of the

Kiev Military District, From this point , it was a short uninterrup ted

rise to the top, less than four  ye-i r s later- ln~ was ele(-ted to the

Central Committee of time (‘onmrnunist Party and within months announced as

the replac ement for Marshal Matvei V. Zdicharov as Chief of the General

Staff.

He has an ou ts tanding  re m -ord  -is a c—om ’at leader; but , interestingly

enough , most of his  impor’tan t promotions have c ome to him in peacet ime .

*Marshal Grec -hk o , the  last pro fession-~el miii tary man to be the
M i n i s t e r  of l~~fense , was the Warsaw Pac t Commander- from l96O-7 .~~



-~~~~~~~~ - - -  -

~~~~~~~~~

f_ ,

In  spi t e  of h is  r - e l c t l i v e  y o u b l u , mush  o b  i r is w r i t i n g , b i k e  f ina l  o f

Im is predecessor’s , Is I t  n-cc.cI on Sovit-t e x p e r i en n  i n n  W o r l d  Wa r’ I I . Ye -

lie im t- , rec ognized t i m e  need for  acIapIinn.~ Soulet militar ’y do--I rifle to t ine

tec hnologists of modern w a r f a r e .

Kulikov , a total militar y pr’ofessional is also a s k I l l f u l  po l i t i -

i-lan. His ability as an artii -ulate speaker f m e ~- iUne well known in 1965

a f t e r  his  speech at the E st o n t ar n  l iepubi  I- - 2f’m I  I n A r c n i ~ ’er sary  c elebration.

He is a man who is qu i t e  c apable o b  spewing t h e  stanclar-ci party line . Yet ,

on occasion , he has dared to  censor  pas t p r a c - t i  c- -s when he fel t c-n t i ci sm

was necessary. He has a c - c -ornp lisf neci tim ic- knowing f u l l  well that i-n c c e-i-s

in  h is  c’areer is dependen t upon t h e  n u r t  u r - i n g  of  goo f r e l , r t  Ions w i t h  t h e

poli t i ca l  leadership and the Party - (io~ ci r e- i  a t  ions a re  not e a s i l y  mai n-

tained by a m i l i t a r y  p r o f e s s i o na l  w u i t ~n h i s  d en n o u n c - e n m e n t s  ex tend  i n t o

political territory . Only t he  s k i l l f ul  c-an sU r -v i v e  in his area, but

Kulikov has achieved much more ( barn men -c s u rv iva l . He has reached t h e

top in an unprecedented manner . Howe ver , time las t line of his biography

has not been written .

Since completion of  t h i s  repo r -t , additional evidence has become

available that supports the contention In favor of Ogarkov’s suprenucy.

In  th ree  separate a r t i c l e s  appearing in Kraa ’n aia Zvezda (March-April)

Kulikov ’s name was listed after the nam e of Ogar-kov . This lends c redence

to the arguJn~ nt that the top militar’y man in the  So,iet Armed Forc-es

today is Ogarkov , tine Chief oh the Gener-al SlaI b , It appears that

Yakuhovsky ’s dominance during Kulikov ’s tenure as Chief of the General

- - ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ _ _ _
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~-t .iuf s t emmed  b r-on h i s  higher n- m in k , 11 *- N m ~~ - c Mac~ -~I c a l  a t  t i c c —  t ime an

Kul ikov did not n - c-c el v t -  i m is promo t ion un l  i i  I I I i i n u u . c n - y  1977— — t i r e  sme tn u

day Ogar kov was prthno l e~l .

In  spite of t ime  moun t ing evl c l e r i c - c -  t o  t i n -  c - w i t  r - a r y  c - c u e- shou ld  n o t

too m ist i ly  d ismiss Kuiikov ’ s p o t e n n t i ~e l .  l b  I f n , -  u ne xt Minister of Defense

is s e l e c t e d  f rom t ine  ranks of l ine m i ]  i t  a r - v , K ul  ikov has to  be regard ed as

a probable choic e. The fac t that fit - is u c c , ~ ii rst or se- -o~~- b in line for

the posi tion of M i n i s t e r  is not  o h  p r i m a r y  c o u m -  t - c t n .

Vic to r -  Kulikov , a man who at t t~ t g t -  c i i  ~
( ) was t i n e  youngest  man

eve r- t o  usc -end  to t ine  pos t  o h  ( ‘ i n i e i  ci f t i c -  G e n t e c a l  S t m i f  f of  Soviet

Armed Fort-es is i mp o r t  ant  i c e - c  - ciu - - h i c ~ rep i - e- -n-u i t  s a new genera t ion  In t h e

top leadershi p of t h e  m i i i  t a r c  . lb . -  i s  I \ p l .~ 1 u I a f m r e e d  of Sov iet

0 t h -  en s  who f o u g h t  in W o r l d  War I I ~ i- \ c ) 1 u n a ~ n rc - - r n . Mos t c omjn~in decj  u n i t s

b.ilow r-eginnental level . i-’or all oh t I c - r i , t i m . -  on l y  c ombat exper ienc e they

have ever had is now over t f u i r t y  v t - ac-s old! A l l  ~~i l i  he as- sunning posi-

t ions of I n f l u e n c e a m j c i  a u t h o r i t y  in  t i t i -  S cu ’ i t- t  Ar -nned 1-or m - e s  of today . I t

is impor tan t that t h e  i 5 jc  k g r o u n c f s  ar mc i  t houg it t s  o h  tiu ls new genera t ion  of

top Soviet m i l i t a ry  l eadership bec ome wel l known n e m n c h  u n d er s t o o d .  This

r e se a r c h report was pr ep - in -ed fo r  I feet purpose .

.

-- -~~~~~~~~~ -~~~~-- —
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A1~I~EN I )  I X  A

S-) - !IE’T AUMY M I h I F A 1 I Y  RAr. 4K5 t OMP AH EI ) TO U . S . AII MY M I I n A k Y  ItANKS

M c r - s f u u l  of  t h e Sov iet  U r n i o n  (~~j n c r , j l  oh t i m i -  Ar -my

C in i e f  M~t ns ln al of a t~r’~~~-h/Ser-vj c - c-  ~4one

Mar-shad 01’ a S e r - v i c - t - / i t r ; i n u  Ii  N n n e

General 01 the Army Ge~ner tei

Colonel Ge~ e ral l,i eu t e n - ~fl t General

I ieutenant General M,t~or Gemier-al

Mi j or  General I t r i g a c b i e r  General

Colonel (‘olonnel

l i e u t e n a n t  Colonel h i e u t en a n l  Colonel

M aj o r ’  M ild)

Cap ta in  Cap t a in

Senior- lieutenant I-i r i - I  h i e u l  enant

L i e u t e n a n t  Se -O u ch L ieut  enant

Jun i o r  l i e u t e n a n t  N on e
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AI~~i-~N D h  \ b t

It) IM -CIi 1Mb 1-3-5 01- liE (~E~4ElfAI. SlAb - i
(or it s e’iuivul  en I )

M. V. l- r ui n A pr- il 1 ~ c- b itnu in ~ 1 ¶i2I~

M . I . TukIn ic -hrev skjj Novt-trther 1 92~ c M i v  1928

ii . M . Sbiapnsin:iikov M iv 1928 - May 1931

B. K. Ti’Ictui Iafilov May 1931 - Jul y 1931

A. I .  Egor-ov J u l y  1931 - May 1937

B. M . Shapo shzn lkov M- iy 1937 - Augus t 1940

K. A . M~? n - e t s k o v  Augus t 191( 1 - - l an u ;er y  1941

G.  K . Z l m ~~kov F e - d i - u t i - y 1911 -July 1941

13 . M . Shaposiunikov August 1941 - - May 1442

A. M. Vasilevskji June 1912 — i’ehruary 1945

A . I . A n t on - v 1 - e br u a t -v  19 Ii~ — M i t - c h i 1910

A . M . V a s el ev s kj j  Mac-e l i 19-16 - Nove mber 1948

S . M . S in t e m ? L -uko November - 1948 - May 1952

V . D . Soko l o v sk ii  May 1952 - A p r i l  1960

M . V. Sakhiro-v Ap~’I1 lI - O I l  - Ma ’~ -h 1963

S. S. itiryu7ov April 1963 - O r - t o b t e r  1931

M . V. Sakh~trov N ovember - 190 -1  - Septeanber 1971

V . G. Kul ikov  Sep t e m b e r -  1971 - 9 - l anu - tr y  1977

N . V. Ogarko v 9 i a n u a r - v  1977 
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(‘rl (ONI ( ’l.E Oh- M A J O U  i-:VF; -~ I ~ I N Kill I N (. ‘S I Ii - F-

1 - t 2 1  b u l y  5 , i l l  n i l  o f  V i -  l O t  ( , , Kul I c c c v

19 2 1 — 3  13 J u l y  192] M e x i t n  (~ o t k c  ~c p ) m c - c l c ’ i t o  1 1 c c -  w o r l d  I o n  F c - l p
t o  l i g h t  a l a n n i r i c -  i n  h t u s s i . c .

1928 Tine I - i  r sl  Five Yt -  ir  Pl an i i i  (‘n I l e  - I l v i ,’at ion

1934 Purges i c y  S t a l i n  F t - g i n

1935 On S ep t e mt e r  9 , a sy s t e m  u i  m i l i t a r y  rank was introdu ed
i n  t h e  bled A r m y .

Vic t o r  K ul ik o v  o u t  c r 5  I b i t -  cii i l i t  i n - v  ac- a (b enn v a t  Gro -.~n v i

I ’ ~39 10 lie qua l i  i i ~~ -~ as a t a n k - u n i t -oanm -ind er in  t h e  W i n t e r  ( arm-
pii gn agains t F i n l a n I .

1 9 1 1 )  Ku l l k o v  i s  a nn eml c - - r -  o f  t i r e  Soviet o - c  u p i t  ion fo rc e i n
F:s I O t i l  ~i and 1 at or- I t e s sa t-a i t i  m l ,

1911 lIe pu -i  i i p ii t - ~ - in  I l i t -  hi-il t i e  i o n -  Kiev .

I i -  1.~ K u 1 i k o~, j o i n u s  t i c t -  ( ‘ o .m n n u n i s t  Party of t h e  Soviet Union
and is  prOm )1 ed I i m ’ i l same y t - a t -  t o  t h e  r-ank of  Senior

I leut e n - m t .

° 13 On - a n arc - t - v 6, new r i r u i  i orm s i or  ol f j c t - r s  were m t  rodu ed
i n 1 he Soviet  Army . Of hi c-en s began wearing n-ank on
op iulet s.

1913 Kul ikov won -ks in Mu , -nnce n sk us a t ank spec ia l i s t  superv i s ing
t h e  del l v t ’n r  of Amer ic an  equ ipm ent .

I c - tn Kulikov is promuled to it . Colonel . He served as a
member- of a So~rie1 Delegation to t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s .

1917 He omp le t e s  t i n -  ad vanced s c -hno o l  for  Armor o f f i c e r s .

Ku]lkov gradua t es from the M , V. I- run,e M i l i t a r y  Ac ademy .

il~ is -~ -1 c~ I . 4  t o  it tend ti -re 2Jth Communist Party Congress
as a d c- l e g a l  e from I r’kut sk.

- - -.-— — — - -
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1 O ’ir ( ; r - i - IU i - i l  io n  I r o n i c  i i i -  c i t - i t - r a l  Si  i - j i b  A c - -cu r -m y

i 9 l ~2 1’ c m i  i kov r - c-  c - j v c c-c i m j ~~ I i n c - i s t  . in

l c , c ;~c lie k - l j v c - t s  cc k-t- ynol.- speec -it  a t  t i n t -  c t-]eic ral ion o f  t h u . -
2;t hi \m cdni v e - r siirv of  i i i . -  Es I oni i  an b i epu f c ]  ~ 

c -

i m I d i c -- 67 Ku l ik ov  is (‘om r n i a n m f en  of  t h e  M u n - m u c n s k  M i l i t a r y  l ) i s t r ’ i c - t
and i s  pnom~ t ed t o  t u e  rank of  I i  eul e nan t  Genera l .

1967 I n  M~~t - - f i  o h  t b u s  v c - . i  r - Ku ] lkov  was pro~nno l c - m i  t o  Colonel
Genni -n- ~ i and in ~~ i c c -  is  i e - u n l ( c t J t c  ed Is ( f i r -  f l”W ( n i c i n a n d e n
of I he Kiev Mi] jI t r y  ; t j  s t n I , - f  -

1 9 ( i 7 — 6 ~ Co,nmander of t lie K i ev  M l i i i  m y  I ) j s  t n c  I

De ember’ 1969—Sep t p u m I c e - u -  1971 Couumandr -n Group of Soviet Forc es Germany

1970 In  Mi - cr- -h of t l u i  s y t - m i t -  - Kul  ikov  i s  p r o m o t ed t o  t a ran ’< of
Genera] of tire Ar-i n

April 1971 Kul ike-v is elec t t - c l  t o  t F l c -  ( ‘ cr1 1 n , ml (o.nm i t tee of t h e  Com-
munist Pan-ty.

22 Septemb er  1971 -- I I .  i s  an n o u n u - c u c  as t h e -  ~ tt c - e s SO n  to  M m cshal Zakharov
as Ch i e f  o t  I b it - G t -ucer -al S i c  I

8 Januiry  1977 - K u ) i k o v  assumes t h e -  p o s i t i o n  o (‘o’nm in cier  c i i  l i c e  Warsaw
Pa - t -

1-1 January 1977 — K u l i k o v  I s  p r o m  m l  eu t o  M c  - cal 01 the S o - i t t  Union

- ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ -~~~~~~~~~~~~
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