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EGEB-3 15 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operatisml Report - Lessons loarncd of 62d Engineer Battalion
Enxgsn Cl. ~ring) far period ending 30 april 1970, RCS CSFOR-65

1. Section I, Operationss: Significant activitles:

3, During the reporting period 1 Fobruary to 30 april 1970, the 62d
Engincer Battalion (IC), commanded by LTC Paul C, Driscoll, contimued to
conduct 12nd clearing operations throughout the III Corps Tactical Zone
that were vital to the tactical, strategical, political, and economic
success of the Victnam War, This reporting period included the latter
half of the dry season, Weather was generally an insignificant factor as
far as trafficability was concerned but the extremely hot days causcd some
overhcating problems and mrde water both for ccolant amd extinguishing
belly pan fircs a critical item of supply, In addition to completing five
land clearing operations during this period, the tattalion accomplished a
test and evalmntion of secondary growth cledring equipment, Throughout
the period trairing of the 318th ARVN ICC progressed well and is nearing
completion, The 118th ARVN LCC arrived from ICTZ on {1 April and training
of that unit commenced immediately.

b. The 60th LCC, 624 Engr Bn, continuing an operction begun in the
Mhon Trach area on 29 December 1969, cut in the Hat Dich area in support
of the Royal Thai army Volunteer Force until 17 Febrwary 1970, During the
50-day operation, 6 days of which were move days, the unit cleared 2 totel
of 9507 acres, ~veraging 216 acres por cutting day, and destroyed 500 enemy
bunkers and fichting positions, The uuit also captur:d 100 enemy hand gre-
mdes, 250 1bs of rice, and 1 aK-47 rifle. Enemy mortar attacks on the
undt's HDP on 18 Jonwry and 6 February 1970 resulted in 38 WI» and damuged
7 DTE trece dozers, The unit also lost 2 D7E'S to mines and one to an
eneriy RPG round during this operation. Two other men were wounded by amall
arms fire durin; encmy attacks on the cut on 10 and 12 February., (See
after action Report, 60th LCC, 7 March 70, Incl 2), (Map, Nhon Trach - Hat
Dich, Inci 3). After a maintenance stond down in Long Binh from 18 February
thru 4 March, the 60th mcved to the Vo Dat arca in Long Khanh Province, 25
kilometers northeast of Xuwen Loc where it cngaged in road cutting operations
in support of the 18th Infantry Division (aXVN)e On 2, 3, and 4 april the
unit moved to thc Gang Toi area (YT 7335) where it did strip cutting in
support of the 318th aRVN Task Force and the 199th Light Infantry Brignde.
In 38 cuttin: dxys, the unit cleared 5,642 acres, an average of 148 acres
per cut dry, During this operation the 60th LCC dostroyed 50 enemy bunkers
and firhtins positions ~nd capturcd twelve 40 mm mortar rounds, 7 «K-47
rifles and 2 B-40 rocket launchers, The unit sustained no casuclties tc
its personnel but lost 1 D7E troctor to an enemy mine. On 20 March the
security force cngaged 2n enemy battalion sized element for 3 hours amd kill-
ed 28 cnemy. Throuchout the Vo Dat — Gang Toi operztion, the 60th LCC haed
a platoon of th: 318th LCC (ARVN) attached for oporctions and training.
(Sze nfter .ction Report, 60th LCC, 2 M2y 70, Incl 4, and Maps, Vo Dat and
Gane Toi, Incl 5 and 6). At the close of this reporting period, the 60th
LCC wes on meintenance stand down in Lonz Binh (YT 0605),
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EGEB~-3 15 May 1970
SUBJICT: ational .. Re - Lessons Learned of 62d Encineer Battallon
O{I::)ﬂ Clearing) for period ending 30 april 1970, RCS CSPOR-65
R2

. ¢e The 5018t LCC, 62d Engr Bn, operating in northern Tey Niph Province
in support of the 18t ir Cavalry Division since 15 Jammry 1970, cleared
a total of 8,513 acrea in & 50-day operation in Wor Zone C ending 6 March
1970, Eipht of the 50 days were move days, For the 42 cutting days, the
unit,averaged 202 acres cleared per day. The 501st destroyed 2600 enemy
bunkers and fighting positions and found 100 120 mm mortar rounds, €0 62 mm
mortar rounds, 30 enemy mines and gremades, 2,30 cal machine guns, 11,980
rounds of emall arms ammunition, and 1070 lbs of rice, The unit suffered
threg WIA and lost 2 D7E tree dozers during the operation due to mines and
booby traps, One EM was killed on 7 March 70 when he picked up a US ordn-
ance device alonsz the road, (See »fter .ction Repert, 5018t ICC, 19 March
70, Incl 7), (Map, War Zone C, Incl 8), After a mintenance stand down in
Long Binh frem 8 Merch to 23 March, the unit went to the Duc Phong area
(YU 4307) tc clesr along QL 14 from Duc Phong to the II Corps border in .
support, of Fhe 18t sir Cavalry Division and the 5th /ARVN Division, The unit
cleared 2134 acres during 12 cutting days for an average of 179 acres per
day and destroy>d 300 bunkers and fighting pcsitions, While enroute to a
new NIP on 7 April the unit received mortar, RPG, and mortar fire; however,
no caswltice to perscnnel or equipment werc recorded during the Duc Phong
operaticn, (See affer Action Report, 501st 1CC, 6 May 70, Incl 9) and (Map,
Duc Phong, Incl 10). The 501st was accompanied on both the War Zcne C and
Duc Phong operztions by a platoon:.of the 318th LCC (»RVN) attached for opero-
tions and troining, On 8AprilfY70, while the 5018t was enroute to & mew
location, thc *nit wes imactivated in accordance with Section II of USAPAC
Generel Order 26, dated 4 Februwiry 1970. In accordance with instructions
from higher herdquarters, the equipment and personnel assets of the 501st
were transferrcd to Company 4, 62d Encineer Battalion and formed into a tem-
porary land clearing detachment until the end of the scheduled 45-day cutt-
inz cycle, .t the end of the rerorting period, the Land Clearing Detachment
was conducting clearing operations in the Renegade Woods in southwestern
Tay Ninh Frovince., The results of the opcration and the report of the unit's
imactivation procoss will be included in the next ORLL.

de The 964th 1CC, 62d Engr Bn, concluded 2 maintenance stand down in
Long Binh on 1 Febrwry 1970 and moved the next day tc northern Tay Ninh
Frevince to commence Phese II of the battalionts cutting cperations in War
Zone C in support of the st air Cawelry Division, Durine 42 cutting days
and 4 move ays, the'.984th cleared 6,714 acres, an average of 160 acros
per cutting dry, and destroyed 500 bunkers, The unit suffered 14 WIs during
the operction due to enemy bcoby tyaps ond minss, Ome D7E tractor wias also
lost to mine Gemage. The 984th was accompenied throughout this operation
by a platocn of the 318th LCC (ARVN) attached for operatiuns and training.
(See After Acticn Report, 984th LCC, 13 April 70, Incl 11) and (Map, War

-Zone C, Phuse JI, Incl 12), The unit returned.to Lonc Binh for a 15 day

maintenmance stard dewn on .4 April and moved out 21 april to commence 2 45
day cutting cycle in the "Dogi'e Face" crea of northwestern Toy Ninh Frovince
on 23 April, The results of this operetion will be included in the next
ORLL,
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BGEB-3 - : 15 May 1970 '
SUBJECT: Operaticn:l feport - Lessons Learned of 62d Engincer Pattalicn
g:;;x: Clcaring) for period ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65

6. Inadditicn to the above land clearing operatioms, the 62d Engineer
Battalion conducted a test and evalwntion of the Marden B~7 brush cutter
and the Rome Plow Disc Harrcw TR-16 for use in cutting ssconddry yrowth in
areas thet had been previcusly cleared, For this test, a pivvisional brush
cutting toom was formed with four D7E tractors and two items each of the
equirmert to bo. tésted topether with necessary operators, mechanics, and an
officor-in-charge, Between 20 February and 8 April 1970, the team cut
secondary growth in three¢ different areas, the Boi Lci Wocds (XT 4839), t
Croscont area (XT 4451), and in the vicinity of Bumard (YT 2590). During -
37 actwl cuttin; days, the team cleared a total of 884 acres, an averege
of 2/, acros per Jday. Both items of equijment tested roquired a D7E tractor
as a prime mover, Neither item of equipment proved to be as efficient for
secondary growth cutting as the D7E trector with Rome K/G blade. (Sce after
Action Repart, Secondary Growth, 2l April 70, Incl 13, and Maps, Boi Loi -
Crescent and Bunard, Incl 14 and 15),

f. Inaddition to providing on-the-job treining for the 318th land Clear-
ing Company (ARVN) throughout the period, the 62d Engineer Battalion comsen-
ced a similar training program for the 118th Iand Clearing Company §A_RVH) ™
28 March 1970, (Ses OPLAN 1-70 (Operetion Switchblade II), Incl 16

Section 2, Lessoms learned: Commnder's Observations, Evoluation, and

Recommendatious,
ﬁ

a, Persomel: None

b, Intellipence: bone
c. QOperations: None
e Organization: None

e. Training:

(1) obscrvation:: The training of the ARVN engineer troope in the skills
of lani clsaring hos progressed well both at home station and in the field,
In every aspect of the training, we have found the AkVN soldiers to be most
receptive and eager, « They have progressed mest rapidly and with more obvious
spirit when we have been able %o organize the trainees as a separate platocn
having its own equipment and support capability., This fosters unit identity
an! competitive spirit.’ while these ARVN training platoons normally are
less efficient in cutting than their American Counterparts, they are consis-
tently able to-meintain's higher percentape of operatiomal tractors, The
principal troining obstacle is the langwege barrier when attempting to teach
mintenance personnel diagnostic technigues. Interpreters, who are not them-
sclves experts in the field, are cf little assistance, Surprisingly, the
language bvarrier is an imsignificant handicap in almost all other aspects of
owr training prcorem,
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EGEB-3 15 May 1970
SUBJECT: Operatioral Re « Lessons loarned of 62d Engineer Battalion
(Lar)sd Clearing) for period ending 30 april 1970, RCS CSFOR-65

4

(2) Ewlwation: The key to a successful treaining prcgrem is motiwation.
In particular, the US soliier must understand that his role is paremount to
success, In cases where GIs hive rescnted ~iiVN soldiers taking cver their
equipment, the program foundered. When these men were made tc understand
how important their job was, the improvement was dramatic, An on-the-job
treining program Such as ours depends initially on the individual scldiers
invclved, .

(3) Recommendations:

(a) Tmt commandrs who 2re given an ARVN training mission place full
emphisis on the indoctrination and motivation of their trocps before train-
ing begins,

(b) That ARVN wnits that join US units for troining be thoroughly
indoctrinated as soon as pessible, Zvery cffort should be made to make
them feel like a part of the organizavion yet they should maintain their
unit identity within that organisatior to foster competitive spirit and
unit morele,

(¢) Off duty activities for ARVN troops should bo well organized, 4
liberal pass pelicy is imrortant if the troops have fomilies in the vicinity.
Volley ball secms to be the single most important recreatiomal activity,
and a GI teum can seldom beat an aRVN team under the cofficial rules of the
gme, This gives the AKVN stature and improves relationships., Mixed games
are also valw:ble in fostering comredeship, Many AuVN scldiers enjoy wotch-
ing American movies and 1ive shows that play at the clubs, They should be
mad> welcome at these performances,

(d) Under existing regulations, AWVN troops that are quartered on US
installations are denied the privileges of their US ccunterparts regarding
use of PX, smick bar, and club facilitics, This is 2 m2jor moraie factcr
that should bu dealt with on an extansive scale 2s the adVN training prog-
rems increase in scope., While mtny US scl:diers ‘hiv: been more than gener-~
ous in taking care of their counterparts, Al.VN troops cften resent gratui-
ties,

(e) Actions taken are as follows:

1. & complete summary of lessons learned by this battalion in training
ARVN trocps is beins prepared and will be forwarded to USARV for possible
dissemination tc other U5 units,

2. 4 request for cheénges to current rorulations regarding ARVN use of
B facilities has been forwarded to USARV,

f. Logistics: None

g. Comunications: None

. e
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BCGEB-3 15 oy 1970
SUBJZCT: . Operctioml iieport = Lessons Loarned of 62d Inginesr Battalion
g.;t)ld Clearing) for period ending 30 iril 1970, KCS CSPOR-65

h, Material:

(1) Observation: This battalion completed testing and evaluation of
the Mard:n Brush Cutter Model B-7 and the kome Plow Disc Harrow Ti-16 as
means of dealing with the problems of regrowth in areas thot had been pre-
viously cleared of primry growth. Und:r a varisty of conditions these
items prowved far inferior to the prime mover used alone and equipped with
elther & bull dozer or kome Plow blade (Inclosure 13, after action Report,
Secondary Growth, 2 ~pril 70).

(2) Ewclintion: Heither the Marden Brush Cutter nor the disc harrow
are suited to the lond cleering requirements of this area of oporation,
Furthermore, during the rainy sezson, they would b: complately useless,

(3) Recommandaticns: .

(a) That the Merdan Brush Cutter B~7 and Rome Plow Disc Harrow TR-16
b: eliminated from consideration as standard land clearing equipment,

(b) Thet secondary growth clearing be accomplishad by land clearing
tractors fully coulpped with trec dozer attachments,

(e) A full report including the above recommendations: has been forwarded

- fdl ;DM;.J/

i, Other: Hone

16 Incl PaUL C, DRISCOLL
LTC, CE
1+ Orgonization Chart : Commanding

2, nfter ~ction Report, 60th LCC, 7 March 70
3. Map, Nhon Trach - Hat Dich

Lo nfter .ction report, 60th LCC, 2 May 70

5. Map, Vo Dot

6., Mep, Gong Toi

7. nfter action Report, 5018t LCC, 19 March 70
8. Mip, Wor Zone C .

9. Aftor action Report, 501st 1CC, 6 May 70
10, Map, Duc Fhong

11, «fter .iction keport, 984th LCC, 13 April 70
12, Map, Wer Zone C, Phise 1I T
13. after nction hepord, Secondiry Growth, 2L april 70
4. Map, Boi Loi - Crescent

15, Map, Bumrd

’
Incl i6 wd HQ BA

\O\
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EGE-3 (15 May 70) 1st Ind

SUBJECTs Operational = lessons Learned of .62d Engineer Battalion
gmhl)ld Clearing) for period ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFPOR-65

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 79TH ENGINEER GROUP, AFO 96491 20 May 1970
TO: Commanding Officer, 20th Engineer Brigade, ATTN: AVBI-0S, APO 96491

1, This report contairs an excellent summery of the 62nd Engineer
Battalion's operatioral activities during the 1 Pebruary ~ 30 April
1970 period.

2. Regarding ITC Driscoll's recommendations on the conduct of ARVN
training, 79th Engineer Group concurs; the training and support
procedures which he employed are being incorporated into the 79th

s Group Supplement to USARV Reg 350-1,

FCR THE COMVANDER:




AVBI-0S (15 May 70) 2nd Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned of 62nd Engineer
Battalion (Land Clearing) for Period Ending 30 April
1970, RCS CSPOR-65 (R2)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 20TH BMGDME-R BRIGADE, AFO 96491 1 4 JUN 1370

T70: Cosmanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN:
AVHGC-DST, AFO 96375

1o Submitted in accordance with USARV Regulation 525-15, dated
13 April 1948,

2, Subject report has been reviewed by this headquarters and is
consid:rod adequate.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

P

1LT, CE
Assistant Adjutant

Copies Furnished:
C0, 79th Engr Gp
€0, 62nd Engr Bn
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AVHGC-DST (15 May 70) 34 Ind
SUBJECT: Operational lessons Learned of 624 Engineer Battalion
(Lend Clearing) for period ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 : ; JUN 1970

T0: Commsnder in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This Headquarters has reviewsd the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters, 62d
Engineer Battalion (Land Clearing) and comments of indorsing headquarters.

2, Comments follow: o
a. Reference item concerning ™aterial”, page 6, paragraph h: concur,

Paragraph h(3b) should be modified to state that secondary growth clearing

be accomplished by dozers using either the bull or Rome blade depsnding omn

the priorities set for primary land clearing.

b. Reference item concerning “privileges", page 5, paragraph f£(3)(da):
nonconcur. While RVNAF personnel are not permitted exchange privileges,
USARV Reg 350-8 provides for them to use clubs and messes, obtain medical
and dental care, and receive Ration Supplement Sundry Packs as well as
US bdbillets.

fOR THE COMMANDER:

Cy furn:
20th Engr Bde
624 Engr Bn




GPOP-DT (15 May 70) 4th Ind )

SURJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 62d Engineer Battalion (Land Clearing)
for Period Ending 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 17JUL 70 ’

T0: /ssistant Chief of Staff for Force bavelopnent, Department of the
irmy, Washington, D, C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in aubject report as indorsed,

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:

D.D. CLINE
<LT, AGC
dsst AQ

10
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EGEB-60 7 March 190
SUBJECT: After Action Report - Mhon Trach « Hat Dich

Officer

624 Eng Battalion

ineer
APO SF 964N

The following is an after action report for Nhon Trach - Hat Dich
in vhich this unit participated during the period 29 December 1969
to 17 February 1970,

a, HNawe of operation: MNhon Trach - Hat Dich,

b. Dates of operations 29 December 1969 - 17 February 1970,

¢, Location of operation:

(1) MNhon Trach (NT) - West of highway 319 and south of LIL 25
extending south for 8 kilometers and west for 10 kdlometers,

(2) Hat Dich (HD) - 14 kilometers south of Long Binh Post and
the east of QL 15 on the western edge of the Binh San rubber plantation.

d. Command Hesdquarterss 624 Engineer Battalion (Land Clearing).
o, Task Organiszations
(1) Organizational Unit: 60th Engineer Company (Land Clearign).
(2) Attachments: None
(3) Supporting Units: 624 Engineer Battalion (land Clearing).
(4) Supported Units:
(a) NT: Trp 2/5 Cav (ARVEK)
Co B, 3/43 Inf, Regt, (ARVN)
Co C, 1/43 Inf, Regt, (ARVN)

(b) HD: Royal Thai Army Volunteer Force (RTAVF) Armored
Cavalry Squadron 3rd Bn/1st Infantry Brigade (RTAVF),

f. Intelligence:t The following units are kmown to operate
in the Nhon Trach and Hat Dich area, They are capable of harassing
attack and ambushes,

12
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BQEB-60 7 March 190
SUBJECT: After Action Report « Hhon Trach - Hat Dich

(1) 24 V0 Inf, Bu,

(2) 4th VC Heavy Weapons n,
(3) 2%th VC Inf, Bn,

(4) 274th NVA Inf, Reg.

(5) D2 Nhon Trach Sepper Co,
g. Missions

(1) Initial mission: To oonduct land clearing operations in
the Nhon Trach and Hat Dich areas,

(2) Revised mission: To expose enemy positions and infiltration
soutes,

h, Concept of Operation: To clear approximately 9500 acres
of light to heavy jungle in the area perscribed in paragraph three
(3) above,

i. Movements:

Tm(1) Start: 29 December 1969 from Long Binh Fost to NDP Nhon
ch I,

(2) NDPtSs

(a) NDP NHON TRACH Is  VIC YS 126893 (29 Dec 69=5 Jan 70)

(b) NDP NHON TRACH IIs VIC YS 147846 (5 Jan 70-10 Jan 70)

(c) NDP NHON TRACH IIIs VIC ¥YS 140814 (10 Jan 70=-19 Jan 70)
(d) NDP NHON TRACK IV: VIC YS 054873 (19 Jan 70-26 Jan 70)
(e) NDP HAT DICH Vi VIC ¥S 250861 (27 Jan 70-3 Feb 70)

(£) NDP HAT DICH VI:  VIC ¥S 192905 (3 Feb 70-17 Feb 70)

(3) Completion: 17 February 1970 to Long Binh Post from NDP
Tiat Dich VI.

J. Extensions to Operation:

(1) NT: 7 days (From 22 to 29 days),
(2) HD: Nonme (Remained 22 days)

k, Enemy Actions

(1) Enem{'y losses: Unknown
\ 13
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EGEB-£0
SUBJECTs After Action Report - Nhon Trach - Hat Dich

(2)
(a)
(v)
(s)
(a)
(3)
(a)
(b)
(4)
(a)
(v)
(5)
(a)
(b)
(6)
(4)
(v)
()]
(2)

7 ¥arch 1970

Friendly Lossess

60oth LCCs HT, O KIA, 29 WIA, HD, O KIA, 10 ¥WIA.

Co, k, 624 Engr. Bn, (LC)s BT, O KI4, 1 WIA, HD, Bond,
U.S. Advisors (ARVN): KT - O KIA, 2 WIA.

Security Forcess NT, 11 KIi, 9 WLi, HD, O K14, 2 WIL.
Incoming rounds:

NT: 43 82m and 60mm mortars, O rockets,

HD: 51 82mn and 60mm mortars, O rockets,

RPG'ss

Miness

NT's 60th LLL - 2, Security Forces ~ 1.

HD: 60th LCC = 0, Security Forces - 1.

Booby Trapss

NT: 6

HD: 1

Friendly Equipment Loss:

60th LCCs NI, 2 D7E's to mines, 1 D7E to RPG, 7 D7E's to

mortars, 1 2% ton tanker to vehicular accident, 2 portable water
oraliers to mortars, HD, None,

(v)
(8)
(a)

Security forces: NI, 1 APC to RPG, HD, 1 APC to mines,
Enemy Equipment Captureds:

NT: 250# Rice
5# Documents
1 Chicon Claymore
1 AK-47 Rifle (damaged)
1 .38 cal, Pistol (damaged)
small quantities of ammunition and grenades
many cooking utinsels
assorted clothing
14 )
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BOEB-60 7 ¥arch 1970
SUBJECT: After Action Report = ¥hwm Trach - Hat Dich

(b) HDs Cooking Utinsels
400 VC Grenades
Clothing

(9) Mnemy Structures Destxoyod:

(a) NI: Approximately 400 hunkers, W, trenches, and
fighting poritions, Some were used recently.

(b) HDs Approximately 100 bunkees, trenches, and fighting
positions, Some were used recently.

1. Oper::ional Statisticss

(1) To“al “utting Dayss 43

(a) NT: 24

(b) HD: 19

(2) Total Acres Cleared: 9507

(a) NTs 6120

(v) HD: 3387

(3) Total Acres to Date: 146,087

(4) Aversge Daily Cuts 221,14 acres
(a) NT: 255.00

(b) HD: 178.26

(5) Aversge Daily Plows in Cuts 25.33
(a) NTs 27,38

(b) HDs 22,74

(6) Type of Growth:

(a) NT: Idght jungle - extemely dense undergrowth.

(b) Hb:* Iight to heavy jungle, wet in spots with some
haavy bamboo,

(7). Average Acres/Plows/Days 8.73
(a) NIz 9.3

(b) HD: 7.83
15




RGEB-60 7 March 1970
SUNIECZ:  after Aotion Heport - Jhon Trach - Hat Dich .

n, Administration and logistics:
(1) Rations:

(a) MNr: Hot "A" rations for brakfast and supper meals, "C*
rations for dimner meals, Rations were drawm on tho basis of oampany
field strenght through tho 624 Engr Bn (IC) Swi.channels,

(b) HD:s Hot "A" rations for treakfast and supper meals, "C*
rations for dimner meals, Rations were drawn on the basis of oompany
field strenght through security forces chamnels,

(2) IToos

(a) NT: Daily ration of ice was delivered to NDP on the daily
ocompany resupply 2-nvoy from the 60th LCC reear at Long Binh Post,

(b) HD: Daily rations of ice was flown in and supplied bv the
secwrity forces,

(3) Ammnition: Supplied by Unit Supply,

(4) Uniform and Equipment: Supplied by Unit Supply

(5) Repair Parts: Supplied through Unit Supplyand Co. A Tech,
Suppy, 624 Engr Bn (LC),

(6) POLs

(a) NT: 411 POL supplied through Unit Supply.

(b) HD: A1l POL supplied through security forces supply
channels,

(7) Vater:

(a) NT. Water supplied by Unit Supply utilizing one (1) 1200
gal, tanker and four (13 portable water trailers,

(b) HD: Yater supplied by security forces utilizing water
nyds which woro flown in,

n, Commander's Iwvaluation and lessons learned:

(1) The Nhon Trach cut proved to be light cutting in general,
The lightness of the terrain caused the D7E operators to cut at a
speed which was faster than the spoed employed in heavier jungle.
The increased spoed had a number of undersirable effects. From a
mintenance standpoint, the dozers heated up more quickly than usual,
taus limiting production. Also, the added speed caused an increase
in the physical abuse suffered by both the tractor and operator,
In regards t& security, this increased speed caused the dozers to
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beoome separsted Bt & grester distance than that experienced at lower
specds, This mede the cut area more difficult to secure, The operators
vere instructod to keep their D7E tractors in soms other gear than
third gear while outting,

(2) It was also found that in tho ares west of route 319, in
the vicinity of 78 1380 that the area oontained many drainage ditches
and low dikos. Those obstacles slowed progress and caused soveral op-
erators to be injured vhen their tractors ovorturned, Any other unit
operating in this arca should be informed as to the location of this
ares and the danger potential, These ditchos were used by tho enemy
as supply and travel routss.

(3) T+ :- advisod that some EOD oapabd.n,f:loe bo essignod or
intergrate: into the land clearing companios. “heir wore several in-
stances in tho Nhoa Trach area where unoxploded rounds had to be
left behind due to this iacking capability, At one point, a large
unoxplodod bomb was loft until tho next day becausc the EOD teem sont
tc this area did not have time to destroy it., Such a situcticn pre-
sents a potentially dangerous situation tc all units in this area,

(4) Undor nc circumtances should eny pettorn bo set in oither
mvement or activitics in or around the NDP, Doparture timos tc and
from tho NDP shculd also be varied, The s~me route should mct be
followed on successivo days due tc tho pessibilitios of ambush or
mines,

(5) large troop concantration should be cvoided in the KDP due
to the possibility of mortar attack and indircet attack,

(6) The high temperaturo of tho arons of operati n csuscd the
D/E tuctors to ovorhoat rapidly and to catch fire in the belly pans,
Firo extinguishers and large quantitios of wator must be awvailable
in the out, Several 55 gallon barrels filled with wator and mounted
on M-5,8 cargo carriers proved satisfactory to kecp radiators
filled and fight firos if necessary.,

(7) 1f a stream which is qifficult tc ford must be crossed
rcpeatedly, cn expediont bridge such as a M{T6 dry spen 1s rocon=
mended, This unit lost scveral hours daily in the preparaticn of a
suiteblo fording site near NDP Hat Dich VI, An oxpedient bridge
would have saved vlauable time in this situaticn,

(8) The use of 4~5 feot deep trenches to house the trcops
proved to be oxtromely satisfaotory in the area of operaticn, These
tronchos gave added protecticn to tho trocps during the mortar
attacks on the unit on 18 January 1970 and 6 Pobruary 1970, lhese
tronches clso expedited bunker construction in the platoon areas,

o, Commanders Cormonts:

(1) General Comments on Entire Oporaticns
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(a) The security forces which worksd with us wre of the high-
est caliber, Sven though wo wre warking with foroes of other mations,
no language barrier developed, The cawarly units immediately mastered
the techniquos of securing tko cut ares, Their quick reaction in the
ovent of contact forced the encay to withdraw bofore he could inflist
hoavy casualties, Thoir commanders and non-oommissionos officers
proved to be of tho highest caliber. Thesc security forcos aro among
the bost to havo operator, with tho 60th LCC. :

(b) Exccllent comaunication existed betwoen the 60th LCC and
the security forces, cspecially in the Mhon Trach, The security forocs
were constantly monitoring the company radio not, This proved to bo
oxtromoly bonoficici in tho cut sinco it offorded the bost possible
control of both the cutting team and the security element. This pru-~
cedure was followed during the entire operation, but it was used more
extensively in the Nhon Trach. There were times in the Hat Dich

where communications were inactive between the 60th LCC and security
furces.

(c) An oxcopticnally fino working rclationship existed botween
tho 60th LCC and all pcrsonnal coanoctod wita the sccurity forcos,
This rolationship was best displayod in the Nhon Trach. A high spirit
of cooporaticn oxistcd among all partios concerned. Security advisors.
alwats attondod our daily planning meeting, and their frequent sug-
gostions helped kegp tho operation running smoothly. Tho NDP was nle °
ways vistiod by district porscnnel who were carefully monitoring ouwr
pregross and ony probloms oncountored., Tiis typo of cooperaticn
existod throughout the ontire oporation, but thc scalo of cocporation
was groater in the N n Trach,

(1) One piece of equipment which proved to be a great asset to
this unit was the small, gasoline powered rofrigerater used in the
field mess section, This refrigerator enabled food to be kept ccld
and protected from dirt and dust which was so prevalent. The mcss
personnel werc able to prepare salads, etc, prior to scvering and
ko.p them fresh, The oxcellant moss of this unit contributed to the
moral of the men,

(2) Comments on the Nhon Trach

(a) Tho air support was oxcoptional. We could always dopond
on an aircraft arriving on schedule with onough flight time avail-
able to obtain maximum production. The helicopter pilots worc extreme-
ly sooperative in all phases of the Nhon Trach operation, One OB-23
pilot repoatidly voluntecred:to fly for tho 60th LCC, Tho sup
and cooperati®n obtzined from the Forward Air Controller (FAC) and
gunships was also instrumontal in tho sucess of the opcration,

(b) It wes nocessary to rosupply the unit sololy by daily
vehicular convoy while in tho Nhon Trach, This type of rusupply is
unsatisfactory from a numbor of standpoints, 4 pottern was sct in
movenont, Since tho roads wero gonorally unsccure, this pattern
presonted a potontial ambush situation. On soveral occassions, our
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socurity foroes wre required to supply security vehiclos to socure
our oonvoys, This doplectod our cut and NDP security. Since this
unit was roquired to supply rcar area persomnol for the convoy,
our work capabilitios in the rear werc greatly reducod, Rosupply
by air sppears to be much moro dosirzblo than resupply by convoy,

(c) It was found that the supporting infantry trocps ceused
soveral problems, During the day, thoy sont out several ambush
patrols, Tho problom aroseo in the controlling of thesc patrols. “oy
Security had difficulty in ostablishing the location of theso s
potrols, When enemy cortact wus nade, returned fire was often de-
layed because these scourity forces worc not surn of the locaticn
of friendly truops. This cocurod soveral times,

(3) Comment on the Hat Dichs

(a) Air support in gemeral was inndoquate in many respects,
Although a dofinite schedule had boon osteblishod, the aircraft scldom
arrivod on time, This variod from 15 minutes late to not arriving
at all, Wo often rucievod inadoquate flight time, Definite comauni-
caticns probloms existod botweon this unit and the resupply aircraft.
On sovoralinstancos they had the wrong ccll sign and froquency tho
wrong location, The back haul to Long Binh was alweys irrctic in
arrivel time,

(b) Resupply by the socurity forcos was gencrally acceptablo,
though it proved to bo irratic and scmetimos inadoquate. We had &
dofinite problom in sccuring encugh HDO-30 oil, Not onough ice was
suppliod daily. Raticns arrived at difforent tinmos daily, This
prosented planning problems for the noss scction, Once water was
nistakonly placed in the diescl pods and put intc the D7E fuel
tanks. Timo was lost in druining soveral fuel tonks,

(c) Tho scourity forcos had a small strob light which they
used tc direct alrcraft tc owr arce at night, On the night of
6 Fobrurry 1970, this light was rosponsible for tho quickness in
which a cust off helicoptor ovacuatod wounded persomnel frem the
NDP, It is ricommondod that overy land cloaring unit be issued one
of thos. strcb lights,

(d) Excellont artillory support wes provided in the Hat Dich.
The supporting fire wes called in oxcopticnally fast and close,
This suppcrt was uscd offectivoly on scvoral occasicns to eliminato
suspectod onomy activity in our immedinto arca at NDP Hat Dich VI,

8.,,..1 \,5 Q'yw& M‘)

N JAES C. HINEBAUGH JR.
CPT, CE
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C3PARTMENT OF TIx a9
60th Engr Co (LC) 62d Engr Bn
APO San Francisco 96,91

EGEB-60 2 May 1970
SUBJECT: After Action Report

Cormanding Officer

624 énginesr Battalion
ATTN: EGEB-3

APO San Francisco 96491

The following is an After Action Report for the Vo Dat ~ Gang Toi Land
Cledfing Operation in which the 60th Lan Clearing Company participated
during the period % March 1970 through 20 #pril 1970,

a. Name of operasions Vo Dat - Gang ‘oi; Directive number 190~5472-0-20
b, Dates of operation: 5 March 1970 throughk 20 April 1970

c. -location of operation:

(1) Vo Dat - Road cut along the east and wesi sides of Eighway 333 from
Gia Ray to Vo Dat and a road cut along both sides of Highway 335
from Vo Xu to Tanh Linh,

(2) Gang Toi - Area cut along the Dong Nai river from YT230270 to YT260220,
south along the western side of the Cay Gao Fubber Plantation to
YT215205 and west to YT230195.

d., Command Headquarters: 62d ingineer Battalion (Land Clearing)

e, Tack Organization:

(1) Organizational Unit: 60th Engineer Company (Land Clearing)

22) Attachments: Ome platoon of the 318th ARWN LCC,

3) Supporting Units:

(a) Vo Dat: 3/5 Cav (4RVE), 318th ARVN

(b) Geng Toi: 3/18 Task Yoroce (ARVN), 199th light Infantry Brigade

f. Intelligencs:

(1) In Vo Dot area, enemy resistance was from rogular NVA units of the
33rd NV Infantry Regiment, whose capabilities include mines, booby
traps, anbushes, mortars, RPU's, .51 cal mechine guns and 4K47
rifles. Following is a daily contact report: 7 Mar - 3 packs found
containing 3 ea hand grenades and firesh galt., 8 Mar - found 12 ea
60 mm mortar rounds, 12 Mar ~ found 7 fresh fighting positions and
detained 4 suspects, 12 Mar - LC55 detonated minc with no casualties,
heavy damages, 17 Mar - found 2 ea booby traps and 4 foxholes. 17
Mar - LC 31 detonated booby trap witn no damage cv casuelties, 17
liny =~ ‘voobytrapped M72 LAW was found and destroyed. 20 Mar - contact

21

m—




EGEB-60
SUBJECT s

(2)

8

(e)

2 May 1970
after acticn Roport

in cut, results: 2 KIi and 5 VIA « 3/5 Cav (ARVN); enemy losses:
28 KIi and 2 POW; captured 1 ex B4l launcher with 3 rounds, 7 ea
AKL7 rifles with 40 magazines; 6 ea Chinese hand grenade:.; 3 kilos
of docuncnts, 25 Mar - destroyed 40 fighting positions, 1 Apr -
reoceived 2C~30 rounds of 82mm mortar and machine gun fire -~ all
outside P and nc casualties or demage.

In the Ger; Toi area, the only sign of enemy activity was a hand
grenade type booby trap detonated by LC 47 on 12 April resulting
in 1o casualties or damage,

Mission: To make cuts as 1isted in paragraph c above., To improve
security along roads and to deny the enemy of major ‘nfiltration
routes in the above mentioned areas, ’

Concept of the Operations On 5 March 1970 the 60th ¥ngineer Company
(LC) moved by convoy from long Binh Post to the cutting area, set
up NDP #1 and bagan cutting on 6 March 1970, While msking cuts a-
long highway 333 and 335, the company moved and set up new NDP's

on 11 March 1970, 16 March 1970, and 27 March 1970, On 2,3, and 4
April 1970, the unit moved from the Vo Dat to the Gang Tol area,
where NDP #5 was set up and cutting began on 5 &pril 1970. The

final move was made to NDP #6 on 14 #pril 1970 and cutting completed
in that area before retuningto Long Binh Post by convoy on 20
April 1970,

Executiont

5 March 1970: Move by convoy and set up NDP #i (¥T665186)

11 March 1970: Move to NDP #2 (Y7734254)

16 March 1970: Move to NDP #3 (YT810364)

27 March 1C70: Move to NDP #4 (YT901327)

2-4 4p Ll 11IC: Move to KDP #5 (YT260273)

14 hpr.l - 7701 Move to NDP #6 (YT901327)

20 Apras 1970: Move to pick up point (YT382265) for convoy back
to Long Einh Post.,

Resultbs:

Friendly los.es:

Personnel: 2KIi (ARVN); SWIA (AXVN)
Equipment:s 1 ca D7E (mine damage)
Eneny lossest

Personnal: 28KIi, 1 POW, 4 Detainees
Captured equipments

1 ea B41 rocket launcher with 3 rounds
1 ea B4O rocket launcher with 5 rounds
7 ea K47 rifles with 40 magazines

12 ea 60mm mortar rounds

9 ea chicom hand grenades

6# documants

Structures destroyed: ipproximately 50 recently used bunkers and
fighting positions,
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2 May 1970

Operational statistics:

Total outting days: 37 days

Total acres cut: 5642 acres

hverage daily outs 153 acres/dey

hverage daily plows in cuts 25 plows/day
hverage acres/plows/days 6.12 acres/plows/day

Logisties:

Rationss "A" rations for breakfast and supper and MCI's for dinner
meals were provided by 199th Infantry Bridge,

Ice was furnished by 62d Engineer Bettalior (ILC) by daily resupply
CH,7 sorties,

hrmmunition: Unit supply

Uniforms and equipment: Unit supply

Repeir parts: Unit Supply and Tech Supply of Company 4, 62d Engineer
Battalion (LC).

POL: 411 POL, with exception of HD30 motor oil, was provided by
199th Infantry Brigade., HD30 provided by unit supply.

Weter was suprlied by 199th Infantry Brigade,

i1l other support was obtained from 624 Engineer Battalicn (LC).

Special equipment and techniques:

Special equipment: No special cquipment was utilized during the
operation,

Techniquess

In areas where enemy activity was heavy, the unit's cutting pattern
was varied randomly., No patterr was set in cutting areas and cut-
ting techniques. On several occasions, the unit cut from the center
of the trace to the outside of the trace when we were operating a-
long the roads. This was done to confuse the enemy,

In the Gang Toi area, a serious problem was encountered because of
the large trees falling on the sccurity element!s APC's, causing
damage to vehicles and serious injury to personnel, The extremely
rough terrain and thick undergrowil caused reduced visibility,
meking the APC's very hard to see, The problem was solved by uti-
lizing a special cutting formation, This formation consisted of

two cutting elements., The lead element was made up of two dozers
with rome cutiing bladss, one conventionel bull blade, one M548
control vehicle, snd two APG's, The trail element consisted of all
the remaining Rome Plows and aPC's, These cutting units were utilized
in the follcwing mannvr. The lead element began the cut in a stand-
ard echelon left formation with the bull blade making a road for
the M548 and the APC's, After the lead element entered the cut, the
trail clement followed so that the lead plow of the trail element
stayed far enough behind the lead elament as not te hit any vehicles
with falling trees. 4 bull blade traveling with the trail olement
followed the previcusly built road, reopening it if necessary. The
renaining APC's followed the bull blade, The APC's steyed far e~
nough behind so that the plows nearest the road did not hit the
APC's with the falling trees, 4 diagrem of the cutting formation

is as follows!
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After Action Report

This outting formation eliminated casualties due to falling trees,
It should be noted that this special formation should be used only
vhen there is no immediate danger of enemy oontact due to the dis-
persed formation,

Cormander's Analysis and lessons Learned:

The security of the Vo Dat phase of the operation was excellent,
The 3/5 Armored Cavalry (ARVN) adapted completely %o the land clear-
ing operation, A high degree of cooperation existed between all pare
ties, with no severe problems arising,

The air support during the entire operation was excellent, The aire
craft usually arrived on schedule, A1l pilots were extremely pro-
fessional and cooperative,

During the Gang Toi pghase of the operation the 3/8th Task Force
(ARVN? presented some problemsy the most pressing of which was
thiewry, On mmerous occasions, personal property was stolen from
personnel in this wnit, The primary suspects were the security ele-
ment, Ho solution was ever found for this problem,

The third platoon of the 318th ARVY Land Clearing Company performed
very well while they trained with this unit, No problem ever arose
between the ARVN and the American soldiers, The ARVN's proved to be
hard workers and eeger students, Their professionalism was aptly
shown vhen the ARVN's were gssigned their own D7E Rome Plows, Their
tractors were consistently operati-nal, ihose who Were deadlined
were repaired quickly by the ARVN mechanics, 4t the end of the op-
eration, the AWK mechanics successfully chenged an sngine in the
field,

Cooperation between the Vo Dat District adviscrs and this unit was
outstanding. Whenever we requested suprort from the district for
convoy security, or in one instance, NDP defense, our request was
always granted, if possibie. Their helpfulness in supplying infor-
mation concerning the area was extremely beneficisl,

The ARVN Training Programdemployed by this unit proved beneficial,
An informal program of daily classes was used to inform the ARVN
enginecrs about the D7E tractor and lend clearing operations in
general, The units interpreters were utilized in these classes,

In the phase of the Vo Dat operation when we changed from the daily
resupply convoy from FSB Mace to resupply helicopter, some problems
arose, On several occasions, we did not receive adequate water or
fuel, hdequate resupply sorties wcre also lacking on several occasicns,
When we moved to the Gang Toi, our resupply was excellent., The re-
supply from FSB Verna was always adequate and on schedule,

Recommendations:

& land clearing company must have time to do some advanced plan-
ning for a new operation, Several liaison meeting and a good recon
are essentisl, This time for our advanced planning was not avail-
able at the start of the operation due to the late arrival of the
of the operation directive, Consequently, a very sketchy recon wac
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(2)

(3)

(4)

made, and we moved into the aroce rather unprepered, More time for
would have made everything go smoother,

E supplied for this operation were flown by scout pilots. It
is recomnended thet this type of pilot be utilised vhenever pos-
sible, Their scout experience proved helpful in identifying land-
marks and discovering signs of ememy activity,

When proposed additions were made to the out, this unit was im~
mediately cobtacted by a representative of II FFV, it that time,
the wmit was able to give our recommendation as to the plausiblity
and problems involved in the new proposal, It is recosmendated that
this program be contimed by II FFV, as it was beneficial to all
concerned,
igoodliaisonbetveenallmpportingolmtaandththndcleaﬂ.ng
compeny is essential, The oompany should Xmow prior to departure

on the operation who can be contacted ooncerning the unitts problems,
Some confusion was present during the early part of the operation
about who our contacts were and how to got in touch with them,

Ay
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BGXB-501 : 19 March 19

ATTH:; IOEB-3
AFO 96491

The following is an After Action Report for the Frémch Fort to Katwm to
Ninh land clearing opsration in which the 501st land Clearing Company part- °
icipated during the period 15 Janvary 1970 through 7 March 1970,

o, Name of Operations WVar Zone "C"
b, Dates of Operaticas 15 Jamucry through 7 March 1970

¢. location of Operations
(1) Road cut between French Fort and Katum along TL 4
A road cut Vest from TL 4 on TL 247
A tactical cut East and Southeast of Katwm
A road cut between Katum and Loe Ninh on TL 246

d. Command Headquarters: 624 Engineer Batialion (LC)

o. Task Organisations

(1) Organisstional Unit: 501st Engineer Company (LC)

(2) Attaclments: Contact Teom from A Company, 624 Egr Bn
3) Supporting Units: -

a) 11th Armored

(b) 1st Air Cavalry Division

Intelligences
(1) Road cut on TL 4 and TL 247: Enemy resistance encountered was in the
fora of regular NVA units, Their capabdlities were mining, RPG, mortars,
51 onl. machine guns, and AK-47 fire.
The following is a daily contact report: 18 Jan 70, received sniper
fire at NDP, negative casulties or damage, 20 Jan 70, Plow LC 92 hit

in NDP at 2015 hrs, negative
70, plow LC 69 hit mine, negative oaamltiu,
IC P9 hit mine, negative cnsualties,
heavy damege. 31 Jan 70, plow IC 72 hit mine, negative casualties,
(2) Tactioal cut East of Katum and Southoast: Enemy ocapabilities included
mining, mortars, RPG's, 51 oal. machine guns and AK-47 firc, Con~
firmed enemy base camp 2 kilometers North of NDP #4.
The following 4s u daily oontact report: 2 Peb 70, cache of 5000
rounds AK-47, 80oa 82mm motars and 6ea B-40 RPG rounds found,
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IGEB-501
SUBJECTs AFTER ACTION REPORT

3 Feb 70, cut LOH received AK-,7 fire, negative damage and casualties,
3 Feb 0, cache of 80ea 60mm mortars, 5280 30 ocal. rounds and 7
rounds w/boosters found. 4 Feb 70, plow LC 77 hit mine, negative cas-
valties and damage. 6 Feb 70, cache found 201bs rice, 500 rownds of
small arms, 2¢a 82m mortar rounds, iea RPG, 3 chiorm grenades, 2ee 30
oal, machine gun, 7 Feb 7, rome plows uncovered active enemy
received small arms, 51 cal. machine gun end RPG fire- 3 rome
aged, and 1 PRC 25 destroyed, one operator wounded, 14 - mfirmed enemy
KIA and cache captured, 13 Feb 70, cache found- 2 RPG's, 1000 rounds of
SKS, 2 1bs domments, 100ea 120mm mortars rounds, 300 1bs rice, 2 chicom
grenades., 16 Feb 70, cache of 600 1bs rice found. 1& Peb 70, found 2ee
chicom gremades.
(3) A road out between Katum end Loc Ninh: Enemy capabilities included
mining, mortars, RPG, 51 oal, machine gun and AK-47 fire,
The following is a daily contact reports 21 Feb 70, plow hit booby
trap, negative casulties or damege. 26 Feb 70, received RPG fire in
cut, negative casualties or damage. 27 Feb 70, uncovered recently

1) Road cut on TL 4 and 247: to clear roughly 3500 acres of land used
primarily for infiltration routes for NVA supplies and porsonnel.
(2) Tactical out East and Southeast of Katums to wmoover and destroy
active enemy base camps used by NVA as rest point during infiltration.
from Katum to Loc Ninh: to clear roughly 3500 acres
of land used primarily for infiltration by NVA,

original
from Katum to Loc Ninh, On 7 Mar 70 the unit moved to Loc Ninh whore

it was picked up by A Company, 62d Engineer Battalion and returned to
LBP that evening. '

Exeoutions
; Start 15 Jan 70; Convoy to French Fort (XT279673)
16 Jan 70; French Fort to NDP #1 (XT264745)
g NDP #1 to NDP #2 (XT179763)
NDP 2 to NDP #3 (XT308856;
NDP #3 to NDP #4 (XT373862
eb 70; NDP #4 to NDP #5 (XT409841)
14 Feb 70; NDP #5 to NDP 3#06 (x/T:Assw)

22 Jan 0
28 Jan 70
b 70
70

-e we




KGEB-501
SUBJECTs AFTER ACTION REPORT

(8) 17 Peb 70; MDP

(X1759375)
(9) 24 Ped 703

#6 to XDP 1

NDP #7 to NDP #8 (XT409841)
10) 1 Mar 7; S0P 4@ to MDP 39 (XT407691)
11) Convoy to Loc Ninh for pickup 7 Mar 70
(12) Convoy to LEP on 7 Maxr 70

o Results:
21) Enemy Persornel losses: 14 KIA
(2) Priendly Personnel Losses: 7 WXA

1 KIA
(3) Biemy equipment captured:
(a) 11, 980 rounds of small arms
(b; 1,070 1be rice
(¢) 80ec 60mm mortars
(d; 8200 82m mortars
(e) 100ea 120mn mortars

(1) 24 1bs explosive w/ 600 £t time fuse
(3) 2ea 30 sal machine guns
(k) 1ea AK-47
(1) 50 1bs clothing
(m) 10ea ponchos
(n) 1ea gaos mask, bicyie
(o) 6ea US cloymores & M-79 Heads
(p) 2ea US frag grenades
(4) Friendly Equipment Losses: 1 PRC 25
3 M-16 rifles
2 combat loss dozers
8 dosers heav-t iomaged
(5) Enemy structures cestroyed:
(2) 920ea one man bunkers
(b) 624ea two man bunkers
(c) 958ea 4' x 10* tunkers w/ 4~5'overhead cover
(d) 158ea Machine gun positions
(e) 7ea tunnel complexes
(f; 7eo. Bunker complexes
(g) Acres cleered- 8513
(6) Significant engineer accomplishments: During the operation we aided
our support in constructing 5 culvert sites, These culverts are now
permanent structure on the rozd used by the 11 ACR for cccess to the
two Fire Support Bases we built for their use.

k, Logistics: )

(1) Rations: Rations were supplied by the security unit. Hot "A" rations
were served for breakfast and supper each dey. "C" rations were served
for lunch. During stand down the company was served hot "A" rations by
HHC, 62d Engr Bn,

(2) Ammmition: Resupplied by security element and rear detachment.

(3) POL: Resupplied by security element.

(4) Uniform & equipment: Supplied by rear detachment unit supply.

(5) Repair parts: Supplied through rear detachment unit supply.

(6) Training: Conducted during MSD, 31




IGEB-501
SUBJECTs AFTER ACTION REPORT

1.

Special equipment and tenhniques: Along the'lines of special equip-
ment, ‘I feel that the most important plece of oquipment that we
have implemented is the "A" frame for the 10 ton tractor. It has
proven to be extremely useful during stand down and in the field.

Commanders Analysis cnd Lessons learned: Security, the 11 Armored

Cav supplied excellent security during ihe operation. The fact that
they are a Mechaniszed unit only amplifies the fact that this is what
is neoessary for a well secured operatioci, The security comsander

vas in oonstent oontact with our OIC and was able to react immedistdly
upon contact. The only problem being some resupply and the fact
security was pulled several times to go oo an on and ve
outting days. Class 1 resupply was lacking in instances but

i

H

was
quickly resolved by the secarity Commender.

Rocommendations: To o .tirue to keep plows in the field a good 10
day maintenance stand dowun must be inforoed. This emables the company
to keep a much laurger perocentage of plows in the cut throughout the
operation. The Company needs to know where we are going earlier than
we are normally notified. It is very difficult to wait wntill the last
day prior to moving cut to get our assignment. A good recon by myself
would aimplify matters when trying to set up the first NDP and first

days of operation.

=

&.ﬁb

RICHARD B KEENE
CPT CE
Commanding

2 Incl
1. MSD Schedule
2, Overlay of Cut

32
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DEPARTMENT OB THE ARMY
501ST ENGINBER COMPANY (IAND CLEARING)
AFO San Franeisco “6491
EGEB-501 6 May 1970

SUBJECT: AFTER ACTION REPORT - DUC PHONG 190-5490-0~20

Commanding Officer
. 62d Engr Bn

ATTN: EGEB-3

APO 96491

The following is an After Action Report for the Duc Phong land clearing
operation in which the 501st Land Clearing Company participated during the
period 23 March 1970 through their imactivation 8 April 1970. .

a, Name of Operation: Duc Phong 190~5,90=0-20

b, Dates of Operation: 23 Mar 70 through deactivation on 8 Apr 70

¢, Location of Operation: >

(1) Road cut between Duc Phong and II Corps Border along QL 14

(2) Ambush sites along QL 14 and TL 311

d, Comm:nd Headquarters: 62d Engincer Battalion (LC)

¢, Task Orgenization: :

(1) Organizational Unit: 501st Engineer Company (LC) g

(2) Attachments: Contact Team from A Company, 62d Engr Bn; 1 Platoon,
318th ARVH LCC,

(3) Supporting Units:

(2) st Air Cavalry Division

(b) 1/15 Mech (ARVN)

f, Intelligence:

(1) Road cut betweon QL 14 and II Corps Border; Enemy resistance
encountercd wis in the form of regular NVA units, These capabilities were

mining, iFG, mortars, and iK-47 fire, On 30 Mar 70, plow # 77 hit an AP
mine negative damage, no injuries,

Tl Y 34
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EGEB~501 6 May 1970 . _
SUBJECT: AFTER »CTION REPORT :

(2) Ambush sites along QL 14 and TL 311: Enemy capabilities included
RPG, 51 Cal mchine guns and AK-47 fire on 7 Apr 70, the unit march colum
was ambushed with RPG, and small arms fire, negative casualtics or damoge.

g, Mission:

(1) Road cut on @ 14 to clear roughly 162} acres of land used primarily
for infiltration routes for NVA supplies and personnel.

(2) Ambush sites along QL 14 and TL 311t To clear roughly 457 acres of
land used primarily for ambushes along QL 14 and TL 311.

h, Concept of Operation: On 23 Mar 70, the 501st Engr Co (LC) moved
by convoy to Duc Phong and on to the first NDP site., On 24 Mar 70, the com—~
peny moved to the cut area and set up first NIP to begin operation on QL the
The unit stayed in the first NDP until 30 Mar 70, then moved to NIP # 2, On
the 3rd of April 70, unit moved to the 3rd NDP to start cutting potential
ambush positions along QL 14 and TL 311, On 7 Apr 70, unit moved to 4th NIP °
to weit for A Company to pick us up for owr move. The primary mission was
a8 road cut from II Corps border to Duc Fhong and ambush cuts south of Duc
Phong and Bunard, The move took two days with a R,0.N, south of Duc Phong
then the remeinder of the move the following morning,

1, rxecution:

(1) Start 23 Mar 70; convoy to Duc Phong (YU 1,33066)
(2) 24 ¥er 70; Duc Phong to NIP # 1 (YU 548168)

(3) 30 Mar 70; NDP # 1 to NP # 2 (YU 488095)

(4) 3 Apr 70; NDP # 2 to NIP # 3 (YU 28,9&2)

(5) 7 Apr 705 NIP # 3 to NIP # 4 (YU 255896)

Je Results:

(1) Enemy personnel losses: 1 KIA on 8 apr 70, killed when ambushed
on rove,

(2) . Friendly personnel losses: 1 KI4 on 5 Apr 70, security had one
— dddded-whon-tree foll-en APC in cut, 1 Wi, on 24 Mar 70, one security
injured in first NIP by booby trap,
(3) Eremy Zquipment Captured: None
(4) Friendly Equipment Losses: None
(5) Enemy Structures Destroyed:

(2) 240 one 2and two m3n bunkers

(b) 30 machine gun positions
35




EGEB-501 6 May 19
SURJECT: AFTBR ACTION REPORT

() 10 tumel camplaxes
(d) hcres Clecred: 2¢3

(6) Significant engineer accomplishments: During the operation the unit
cleared jungle along the road oponing the road for civilian traffic to travel

to IIhCOrpe. The unit also repaired brecks in the road to open it fully to

ke Logistics:

(1) Rations: Rations were supplied by the sccurity unit. Hot “A"
rations were scrved for btreakfost and supper each day, *“C" rations were
servod for lunch,

(2) Aemunition: Resupplied by ist Air Cav Div and rear detachment.
(3) POL: Resupplicd by security element.

(4) Uniform and equipment: Supplied by rear detechment unit supply.
(5) Repair Parts: Supplied through rear detachment unit supply.

(6) Training: None

1, Special equipment and techniques: The biggest aid to the operation
was the use of the anchor chain., It expedited the cutting where plows would
normally have to spend a grsat deal of time cutting in very light jungle,

m. Commandor's innlysis and Lessons Learned: There were Some minor
problems with the resupply having ARVN's for security. We had to draw ammo
through owr scurces to give them enough to expend at night. They only
carried o basic lcad and it was not replenished repidly enough.

n. Recommendations: For a complete turnover, the »~RVN's need more time
to run the operction rother than work alons with us, Observing alons does
not tedch the superviscrs how to run the cperation. Wwhen they get time to
run an operation themeelves they will understand the hardships and troublss
in the actuwl operation of the company both in{the.rear and in the field,

Commanding
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DEPARTHENT OF THE ARMY
984,TH ENGINKER COMPANY (IC) 62D KUGINEER BATTALION
APO S2¥ FRANCISCO 96491 )

BGuB-984, 13 April 190
SUSJECT: After Action Report - War Zone C, Fhase II, 175-552-0=20

Commanding Officer
02d Engineer Battalion
AFU SF 96491

The following is an after acticn report for the War Zone C, Fhaese 11
land clearing operastion in wt.ich the 984th Land Clearing Company par-
ticipated during the period 15 Feb 70 through 4 Apr 70.

a. Name of operation: War Zone C, Fhase II, 175=5502-0-20

b. Dates of operation: .15 Feb 70 through 4 Apr 70

c¢. Location of operation:

(1) Local road 240 from XT 463819 to XT 677862,

(2) Local road 244 from XT 454637 to XT 499818,

(3) LTL 13 from XT 414633 to XT 48539,

(4) Tactical cut from XT 560846 to XT 546882 to XT 517u68.

(5) Tactical cut from XT 440860 to XT 497875 to XT 513870 to XT
l&%860.

(6) Tuctical cut from XT 540846 to XT 515858 to XT 503846 to XT
487852 and to XT 503820,

(7) Cut around Fort Defiance.

(8) Tactical cut rrom XT 431635 to XT 431655 and circular cut at
XT 431055,

d. Comaand Headquarters: 62d Engr Co (IC)
e, Task organigzation:
(1) Organizotional Unit: 984th Engr Co (IC)

(2) Attachments: Plt of 318th ARVN (ICC) (Personnel only)

IY\LAQ\ W 38"
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GEB-96/, 13 April 1970
SUBJECT: After Actiun keport « Wor Zume C, Fhuse 1I, 175=5562-0-20

(3) Supporting Units

(a) 11th Arwored Cavalry heginent - F troop
(b) 1st iir Cevalry Divieiun

f. Intslligence:

During the cpurativn, enciy resistonce encountered was in the form
of regular NWWA wits, Their capabilitics were mining, mortars, RIG, 51 celi-
bor machine gun, and AK47 fire,

g. Mession

(1) Xoad cuts along ruads 240, 24, and LTL13
(2) Tactical cuts as requircd by security.
hes Concept of Operation:

On 15 Feb 70, the 9o4th ICC deployed to take up a position in an
NDP (XT 646829) for the ruzd cut on road 246, The unit stayud there until
16 Feb 70 when it moved to another NDP (XT 553846). While in this location
the wit made verious toctical cuts uncovering more thun four<hundred (400)
enemy bunkers, On the 4th of Mar 70, the unit moved to another NDP (XT
502793). On 20 Mar 70, tlie wnit mwoved to another NDP (XT 483713). On the 27th
of Mar 70, the unit muved to the last NDP (XT 460635). wWhile at this NDF
the wmit ~lso made additional tactical cuts. On the 3rd of .pr 70, the wnit
moved to XT 386626 XA Loe Ninh, where it was picked up by A Co 62d Engr Bn
and taken to Tay Ninh, On 4 amr 70, the convuy left Tay Ninh ~nd returncd
to 1BP. The unit reccorded » tutal of 6,712 acres fur the opuration,

i. kExecutiun:

(1) start = 15 Feb 70 - Vonvoy to NDF (XT 646829)
(2) 18 Feb 70 - mve to NDF (XT 553846)

(3) 4 har 70 - wve to NDb (XT 502793)

(4) 20 Mar 70 - wove to NDP (XT 403713)

(5) 27 Mor 70 - move to last NDF (XT 46U635)

(b) &4 i 70 - mve to Tay Ninh

(7) & apr 70 - Convoy to Long vtinh




HGEB-964 13 Amril 1970
SWJeLT: After Action Report - Kar Zone C, Phase II, 175-5502-0-20

J. Results:
(1) Friendly Losses:
(a) Fersonnel: 2 KIA, 2, WIA

(b) Equipment: 1DJE, various gear, 1 3 ton crane, 1 reafer, 1 52 radio,
2 CVC helments, 2 meranite cans, 1 1.5KW generator, 6 grease guns, 2 tarcue
wrenches,

(2) Enemy Losses:
(a) Personnel: Unknown

(b) Structures Destroyed: Ovcr 455 bunkers were uncovered and destroyed.
Numerous aubush positions were destroyed along the roads.

(3) hcreage cleared: 6,712 scres

k. Jidrministration and Logistics:

(1) Rations: FKstions were supplicd by the sccurity wnit. Hot na®
rations were scrvid for breakfast and evening meal each day. "Ct rations

were served for lunch, During stand-down the company was served hot "A"
rations for 21l 1€2ls by HHC 62d En_r Bn.

(2, Amunition: hesupplicd by security element.

(3) FOL: Resupplicd by sccurity element,

(4) Uniform -nd equipient: Supplied by unit supply elezent.

(5) Fepnir parts: Supplied oy unit supply system,

(6) Training: Conducted during MSD.

1, Conuienders an-lysis and lcssons learned.

(1) Tactical cuts can be made by compass only if the communication
by radio is excellunt between the lvaw 548, lcad plow, drag 548, and drag
plow. It is greatly recommendec that an aircraft be used for the entire
cut to control the lead plow ana lcaG 548. This use of the aircraft enables
the lond plow tu ~void obstacles and provides better overall command and
control,

{2, ihen commnication is pcor, - road cut is the best method of oper- ;
-tion. This enablecs the lend 548 tc ride along side the lerd plow., It also :

gives the cut commander a good perspeetive of the werk being accomplished
anw provides butter coentrol,
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EGEB~-98l, 13 April 1990 -
-SUBECTT “RPEET actiun kejort = War Zone C, Fhase II, 175=5502-0=20

(3) Coumunication within Land Glesring wnits is of criticel importance.
Without comianicatiun there is nc control over the cut and precivus cutting
hours arc wasted. Alsu, repair p:1rts must be c:lled into both the NDP and
SP. In tlds ruspect comaunication determines the number of operaticnal

WS,

(4) supply is another critic-l arue as follows:
(a) kepair parts must be expcdited' in order te accomplish the mission,

(b) Ice is absolutely reauircu to prevent spoil-ge and jrovide relief
frem the heat.,

(¢) Water, both potable and non-potable, is one of the single most
critic:l items. The plows require non-potnsble water for the cocling system
and the contrul.of fires. The mon require non~potcble woter for sanitation.
Drinking water must be zrovided in adecuate cuantities. .in estimate of the
awownt of witer drunk by a cutting crew, at two and one~-hzlf cuarts a day
per mn is 31 gallons a duy. This does not include the drinking woter usud
in the NDP or that used for drink during the morning and evening mwals,
Water mixed with divsel fuel, as supplied during this operatiun, is totally
wsuitable for any application. This unfortunate situation occurred due to
a shortuge of bladders and lasted for the last week and a half of the operationm.
The mixture of diesel and water occurred when potable water was punped into

potable bladders which had beon used for the $rans
Yo

-2/
e\ 11 & u I«é-
- bESER'E, BicKor
1T, CE
Acting Commander
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IEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HZADQUARTERS 62D ENGINEER BATTALION
AP0 Sa; Frencisco 96491
EGEB-3 2l, April 190
SUBJECT: After Action Report for Secondary Growth Clearing.

Commanding Officer

79th Engineer Grovp

ATTN: EGE-3

AP0 SF 96491 R -

1. The following is an After Action Report for Secondary Growth Clearing
of Boi loi Woods, Crescent and Bunard areas during the period 20 February
1970 to 8 April 1970,

a. MNames of Operetions:

(1) Boi Loi Woods

(2) Crescent

(3) Bumard

b, Dates of Operations:

(1) 20 Feb - 9 Mar 70 (Boi Loi)

(2) 9 Mar - 12 Mar 70 (Crescent)

(3) 12 Mar - 19 Mar 70 (Stand Down at long Binh)

(4) 19 Mar - 8 Apr 70 (Bunard)

c. Locations:

(1) LTL 19 - West and Southwest of Dow Tieng (Boi Loi and Crescent)

(2) QL 14 ~ North and South of Bunard (Bunard)

d, Task Orgonization:

(1) Orgenizational Units: Brush cutting team, 62d Engr Bn; contact
{eam A Company, 62d Engr Bn.

(2) Equipment:
(a) 2 each Marden B-7 brush cutters model B-7,

— A3 43




BGEB-3 2, April 19
SUBJECT: After Actfion Report for Secondary Growth Clsaring.

(b) 2 each Rome Plow Disc Harrows TR - 16.

(c) 4 each Caterpiller D78 tractors t_tith Rxn Plow.
(1) 2 each with Bull Xits Blades,

(2) 2 each with Rome Plow K/G Blades,

(3) Attachments: C Co, 588th Zngr B, 1-250 CFM air compressor with
opsrator,

(4) Detachments: None
(5) Supported Units:
(a) 25th Infantry Division (Boi Loi & Crescent)

—

(b) 1st Cavalry Division (AMEL) (Bunard)
e, Intelligence:

(1) Boi Loi ~ Crescent areas: Ths only known enemy unit in either
area is the 268%h VC Infantry Regiment, which has an approximate strength
of 350, This unit had the capability to mount indirect fire attacks,
ambushes and mining operations in this arez,

(2) Bumard area: The 1st Bn of the 174th NVA Infantry Regiment is

Jnown to opere:c in this area, They have the capability to mount indirect
fire attacks, ambushes and mining operations in this area,

£, Mission:

(1) Boi L. - Crescent: Clsar secondsry growth from two areas along
route LTL 19 ke: and Northwest from Dow Tieng (See Incl 1, overlay of Boi
‘Lol - Crescent areas),

(2) Bunord. Clear secondary growth frca Ql-14 North and South of
Bumrd, (See Incl 2, Overlay of Bumsrd arcas),

(3) Conduct a test and evaluate the merits of the following equipment:

(3) Rome Plow Disc Harrow model TR 16-20,

(b) Morden Brush Cutter modal B-7,

g. Concept of Operation,

(1) Boi L»i: Move the secondary growth clearing team to the Boi Lol
Wools are2 and conduct clearing operations for approximately 30 days beginn-

1ng 20 Febrwry 1970, Compile test data through use of photos, questionnaries,
daily narratives and jungle clearing reports,
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EGEB~3 2, April 190
SUBJECT: After Action Report for Secondary Growth Clearing .

(2) Crescent: Move the secondary growth clearing team to the Crescent
area from the Boi Loi Woods for further test in different terroin, om 9 March
1970.

(3) Mairtenance Stand Down: Move the secondary growth clearing team
to Long Binh Post for a 5 day mintenance stand down on 13 March 1970,

(4) Bumrd: Depart Long Binh Post on 19 March 1970 and conduct second-
ary growth clearing and further test and evalwtion of the equipment in
still another area,

h. Execution:

odg ;) 20 Febrwary 1970 move from IBN to NDP vicinity XT 477391 (Boi Loi
Woods) .

(2) 21 Febrwary to 8 March 1970 conducted cleoaring, test, and evalua~
tion in the Boi Loi Woods area,

(3) 9 March move to NIP vicinity XT 443508 (Croscent area).

(4) 10 March to 12 March 1970 conducted clearing, test and evaluztion
in the Crescent area,

(5) 13 March 1970 the team retwrned to Long Binh for a maintenance
stand down.

(6) 19 March 1970 departed 1BN to NIP vicinity YT 255899 (Bumard).

(7) 20 March 1970 to 8 april 1970 conducty clearing, test and evalua-
tion operctions along QL 14.

(8) 9 April 1970 return to Long Binh for termimation of operation,
test oad evalwtion,

i. Results:

(1) Enemy Personnel losses: O WIi, O KIA,
(2) Friendly Persomel Losses: O WI:i, O KIA,
(3) Enemy Equipment Captured: None

(4) Friendly Equipment L,sses: None

(5) Operatioml Results:

fa) Boi Loi - Crescent

(1) 470 ccres cleared,

(2) Total cut days - 19 days.

(3) Average acres cut/day - 24.7

(4) average mmber cutiers operati.utg/da!_: 3 oach,




BGEB-3 2, April 19790
SUBJECT: After Action Roport for Seconciry Crowth Jlecring.

(b) Buerd:
(1) & acres clocred.
" (2) Totcl cutting days - 18 days,
(3) /iwrage acres cut/day - 23,0,
(k) Average cutters oporational/day -- 3 each,
(6) Significant Engineer Accomplishments: None
J. Administration and Logistics:
(1) Rations were supplied by:
(a) 25th Infantry Division: Boi Loi -~ Crescent.
(b) 1st Cavalry Division: Bumard,
(2) water and Ice wore supplicd bys
() 25th Division - Boi Loi ~ Crescent,
(b) 1st Cav: Bunard,
(3) POL supplied by:
(a) 25th Division: Boi Loi - Croscent.
(b) 1st Cav: Bunard,
(4) Clcthing and equipment was supplicd by the 42d Engr Bn.
(5) Repiir parts were supplied by the 62d Engr Bn.
k. OSpecial Equipment and Techniques:
(1) Boi Loi - Crescent area:

(a) Durinz this period of operation the seconddry growth clearing team
utilized the following cquipment: N

(1) 2 cach Marden Brush Cutter modsl B-7,
(2) 2 each Rome Plow Disc Earrows model TR ~ 16,

(3) & each Caterpilier model D-TE equipped with Rome Plow cabs and
brush guirds,

(a) 2 cach with bull blades,

(b) 2 each with Rome Plow K/G clearing blades,
46
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EGEB-3 2, April 1970
SUBTECT: ifter A tion Report for Secondary Growth Clezring.

(2) Bumard iret: During the period of operation the team used the
same equipment as before with the mptb%Mh Cutter
model B~7, This piece of equipasnt was eliming to it's high dead-
line rate and ineffectivensss, See paragraph "1#, Commandor's analysis
of Lessons Learned,

(3) The technmiques used were as follows: The Becondary growth team
used a few special techniques for evalwating the specd that the different
types of equipment could operate; arcas to be cut were laid out in equal
areas, The equipment was then timed as to how much time was taken by each
piece of equipment to cut each area, Break down time was adjusted if the

. down time was caused by the prime mover. If the actuzl cutter was the

cause of the cutting halt annotations were made 28 to the total numbers of
hours lost for maintenance. .

1, Commander's Analysis and lessons Learneds

(1) Even though testing was not conducted in wet areas, it is our firm
conviction that the devices tested would meet with disaster during the
rainy season, Based on our experience in attempting to operate tractars
over wet terrain, wo can guerantee that neither the brush cutter nor the
harrow would see action between June and November. We have proven, however,
that blades can operate with some effectiveness in the monsoon.

(2) Both the brush cutter and the disc harrow require a tracked prime
mover with at least the draw bar capacity of a D7 tractor., In addition,
the high density of D7 tractor already in country would indicate that the
D7 should be selected as the towing implement. Paradoxically, however, &
D7 with a bull blade will clear a wider lane at a faster rate than a D7
towing either of the clearing dcvices tested, A D7 with a Rome Plow blade
is even more productive,

(3) It would not seem logical, therefore, to toke a piece of equip-
ment capable of doing the job and reduce its effectiveness by hauling

. samething behind it,

(4) The terrain that will be encountered during secondary growth clear-
ing is also a vital consideration. When working in heavily cratered areas
or in pough terrain the brush cutter is literally wmanageable, and subject
to extensive demage. The brush cutter and tractor together total about
100,000 pounds and the task of hauling this combination out of a crater or
ravine is monumental, The disc harrow poses only a slightly lesser problem
under these conditions, "

(5) where primary growth cutting ms left fallen trees scattered about,
neither the brush cutter nor the disc harrow is of any value whatsoever,
The best means of dealing with this problem appears to be the employment
of either bull blades or plow blades to windrow the trees while simultan-
eously taking out the seccndary growth. a D7 does not have the capacity to
move fallen trees and pull & brush cutter or harrow at the same time,

(6) Both the cutter and the harrow are straight eghead devices., In
particular, where frequent backing off becomes nccessary because of terrain
or othor >bstacles, the manuever is often impossible to mcke without help
from other tractors, 47
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BoE>-) ‘ 2 ipril 1970
SUBJEEPs ifter .Action Report for Secondary Growth Clecring.

(7) ™ lc.ding, unloading and sotting up of seccndary growth equip-
mont is 2 serious problom, The brush cytter is especially troublssome
and requires several hoaurs tc remove’ fras the flat bed and prepare for
service provided no d-mage has ensued,” The D7 itself can walk off and be
cutting in minutes,

(8) The use of the secondary growth items tested more than doubled
roquirements for critical tractor treiisrs because neither item can be
trensported on the same troeiler as the D7, Similarly, maintenince require-
ments are significantly increased, especinlly for the brush cutter which
literally falls apart at the first sign of adversity. Wnon barbed wire
is encountered in the cut, the harrow beccmos totally insffective as the
wire winds tightly around the axles and must be cut away with a tcrch.

(9) By every criterien used during testing the brush cutter and harrow
foll well behind the blades with the excepticn that under good conditions
the harrow has the most damaging effect on root systems,

(10) The Rome Plow biade is the most effective means of clearing
secondary growth because of its configuration that promotes shearing with-
out digging into the earth, The bull blade .is a 2~“- 1y close second but
requires greater operator effort because the blade tends to dig in rather
than float at ground level,

(11) Safety is a major consideration. The prims mover should be
equipped with 2 reinforced Rome Plow cab and all of the protective modifica-
ticns employed by land clsaring units, Without this protection, operating
personnel would be exposed to small arms fire and mine fragments as well as
injury from tall underzrowth,

(12) Owr conclusion is thot neither of the devices tested have over-
all capabilities that can even remotely compore with the capabilities of
the essential prime movers themselves,

~

/ ) : -3{/?’
2 Incl mms |
as ’

Operations Officer
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