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HEADQUARTERS,  73RD SIGML BATTALION (SPT) 

APO US Forces        96312 

g,: SGCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August ^.969 

SUBTECT:    Operational Report of the  73rd Signal Battalion (SPT) for 
Period End:ng 31 J'Jy 19b9r 
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'],    Section   ]•    Operations:    Significant, Aclivi Lies; 

a,-    General J 

(1) The mission of the  73rd Signal Battalion (SPT) is to direct and 
coordinate operations of a signal battalion and to provide command con- 
trol,  staff planning and supexviaion of a battalion consisting of two to 
seven conpar-ies.    At pree-entj   the mission is being executed by providing 
VHF,  TiHF,  MIGROl/AVE and TROPOSFrD^RIC Scatter Radio communications along 
with associated subsorlber-1y-^abscrlber equipment to provide  service 
and support to the forces of three free world nations located in the 
provinces of Winh Thoan,, Binh Thuan,, Lam Dong, Quang Due,, Tuyen Due and 
Khenh Hoa.s  TI CTZ, RVNc    The Battalion Is compilsed of Company C, 41st 
Signal Battalion headquartered and deployed on the Cam Ranh Bay peninsulaj 
Company D, 36th Signal Battalion with headquarters at Dong Ba Thin and 
additional sites at Dong Ba Thin Souths Ba Ngoi,, Phan Thiet and throughout 
the Phan Rang area; Company E? 4.3rd Signal Battalion whose headquarters is 
located on Lang ßian I-tountaln^ witn organic sites at Gia Nghla, Bao Loc 
and Di Linh^  and the 3fc2nd Signal Company (TROPC) headquartered in the 
city of Dalat and controlling 73rd Signal Battalion sites on Pr'Line 
Moimtain and Don Duoung aa well as in Dalat»    The area of operation of 
the Battalion proper., excluding the TEOPO detachments of the 362nd Signal 
Company attached throughout II CTZ among all elements of the 21 st Signal 
Group, fmeompasses 18 Signal Sites bordering approximately 14.^400 square 
1111.165,    The Battalion was engaged in operations for 92 consecutive days, 
during the reporting periods 

(2) On 27 Miy 1969^  LTC  Louis Jo  Zeleznikar assumed command of the 
73rd Signal Battalion (SPT) from the outgoing Commanderj LTC Edison M. 
Cesarj Jr=    Colonel Thoraas C,  Ifusgrave^ Commanding Officer., 21st Signal 
Group, was the reviewing officer.    Distinguished guests included Brig- 
adier General Thomas M:Rien?fi, Commanding General,  1st Signal Brigade; 
Colonel Frank Glea3ons Commanding Üfflcers Gam Ranh Bay Support Command; 

foR or or 
^93/97 
Inclosure 1 
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and Colonel Yang Chang S.tk, Commanding Officer, 30th ROK Regimental Co~ 
ba.t Team, 9th White Hors~ DiVisi on: LTC Zeleznika.r came to the Battalion 
from the Of£ice of the Assistant Cl:d.ef of starr for Communications-Elec­
tronics in Washington. LTC Ce~ar re t.urned to \~ashington to serve in the 
Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Communications-Electronics Direc­
torate, J-6. Other command and s t aff chA.nges included 1LT Worth M. Helms 
as Com~nny Commander, E/4:31d S'i~rr:al Battalion on 7 I-hy, vice CPI' Lester 
Smit b di1o be,-:8.!M Bat.t.~Ho~t Log t ::~ t;J ..:;::: Officer. On 21 Mly, 1LT Ronald E. 
Schmidt assumed interlm co'.!~~'lnj of D/ )6th Signal Battalion, vice CPI' 
Victor J . Nergard:~ Jr . who r eb . .u•nf.\d t.;-, Fort Monmout h. Shortly thereafter, 
on 11 June, Lt. Schm:idt relinqw <5hed c.1o::nmand to CPl' Jochen H. Ewing who 
returned from special lf~a,Ye o On 27 May .t simultaneous with the Ba. ttalion 
change of co!'lJiland _, CSf-1 Henry- \1 c llirrV'~Y assumed duties as Battalion Serg­
·eant Na.jor, vice CSM Do.rJa.l d E. H!ch1.1el s who rotated to Germa.nyo On 5 
June, CPI' Robe·rt G. Hea t.r..n J :Jined the Bat tal ion as 5-4 Officer, vice CPI' 
Smith who departed for H~adq;Jartern .9 21 s t Signal Group.. On 7 June, Chap­
lain (CPI') Willia.m Bntnder G!l (\l::e edod Chaplain (CPr) Jesse C. Green, Jr. 
On .30 July, CPI' \ole ld.->n C" r--... rt .. ter:.,o 'l ( l s s&lmE!d command of E/ 43rd Signal 
Battalion, vice Lt , Helms wnu .n t..dted to CONUS . On t.hat same date 1LT 
Richard Eo Fi nke bP.c~r~ th~ Ci~l'!! t.ic:t,s O.ffi•.'}er~ vice CPr Samuel Lo Christy 
who transferrecl to HQS :; I fi:•V :~ i r .. Nba 'hang. 

(3) VTP 1d.sits ~ 

(a) On 4 Jur~e ' rr v u (I'? 1-~0 !ll', i ..• d fl s LijrL1.l s i"te a r..d Lang Bi an :f.k,untain 
Signal Si te wer e h c.norl:'d. u:y t ·he v"i sit. of BG lair! Quang Thi s> Commandant of 
the Viet-namese !-li l i tary AcaJ.,:,n&,Y taJ:.d. .H.n.!lr Admiral Phanh Nguyen Kbanh,p 
Commandant. of t .he \'ia t.na.me~;; C:;·~n .. .1 •1nd. Ge n&.L"al Staff College, accom­
panied on the ori<mtat.i on d i5! t. ·Ly l'OL Rieharu P, Wyrough 1 Seni or Advisor 
to the Vlat namese f·U.l i t.a.r:y A·: !l·.i ·'n.y; U 'G EFlrJ. lL Adams ~ Jr~ , Asslst.a.nt 
Senior Advisor t o MH) Vl . .,• .;)ar:~m,l;'l t! •:l'~·r.and. and C'~neral St.aff Collegeo The 
group1 hosted by LTC L:nt.l s J .. ::;~·~ t"! .:;.t.il<b:t. .. s- Gc.mma.nding Off icer of the 73rd 
Si gnal Battali on .• sp<mt ·~T.;c :-1.:'!'1 ~) ~ ,~ - i,!ilf r.ours touring t .he Pr1Li ne aite, 
receiving a briefi ng, :m:l ..... ~::J.:: ;dn.!~ .t r ·::n' power damondt :ra.t.i on by the 
men of: Pr 1Line , At ~~~g B::.11.n l·'f.· , ,.rl.t ·.!'l.in ~, t hey N cei ved a bt"i.efi ngg toured 
the compoand l! and vbsB:cV~f~. ~ ; •.. g h·1ndl.e ca d.emonst.. rat.ion by the 194th 
Military Pollee Se\~U..v1. t.;y 6 ~).-a ,:· i •Jr..e-,:-,t. =;ta t;i ,m:td on Ltli-io 

(b) Another !lew (·hd..p:i •./a~ d~:: .. :i ·: a t.ed on 18 Hay :~ bringi ng the total 
number of new a:hapels i n t .h:J &t.t3.Uot: to f ourc Di stingul shed guests at 
the dedic'l tion CE<.J.~eme:ri ~! ~' l t' h i :::- • ; r1 ~: .{/.)~·n1 Sit;nal Company Detachment 9 
site WP.re J DG Th.ot'lcl .:1 Ri ~ ,~ ~·;. ? ·~ :; t ::> ~i ;'V..Il. B1·i ga:ie ; 00L Thomas Nusgraveg 
Commanding Offb~7- r .~ 2·1st 81.gnal (rr:mp ; COL Frank Gleason9 Comma nding 
Officer, CRB Supporr. C•>mma.n:1 .: Ch:J;)lJiir. (COl.) Chester Lindsey J USARPAC 
Chaplai n; Chapla1 u (COL) H.yC~.T.· t· ·~ C:-~;nm.and Chaplain .~ MACV; and Chaplain 
(COL) Gefell, Staf'f Chnp..l rt.t n 9 ti[;ARV • 

Inclosure 
. , .. 
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(c) On 2.3 June, Lieut0nnnt. Gn!lflral Frank T., Mildren, Deputy Command­
ing General USARV, accompan:tAd by Brtgadier General Thomas M. Rienzi were 
hosted by the 21st, Signal Gro1 .• p a!ld 73:rd Signal Battalion commanders at 
Pr•Line and Lang Bian Mountl}jr. :)j_gnal Sites. 

{d) On .30 June and 1 j u.i y v Hri gariier General Jack A. Albright, new 
D~; ;>uty Commanding f..eueral cf.· ·1 ;;~. ::i1rrnal Brigade.., accompanied by Colonel 
Tho:rr.a::; C. Husgra·.r9 , illi.hl.e t: •.{ ·: •J:l :..·\ ..: .1. i.nspe~tion tour of the 7.3rd Signal 
Battalion, 

(e) On 113 July l' Br.i 'h"td i. :--r i1t-~ :.1'' 1-al Geoffruy Cheadle, USAF, Assistant 
Chief of Staff, HACV J~-6, "t".L-:.i ·.o:d Yr 1 i.i ne, Lang Bian Mountain and Dalat 
Kraus C(1mpound vhere he r-::;c,1iv·~:l·~ -r.our~l a.nd briefings on the communications 
mission, I r1 Cam "RAnh Bay J l t,tA ~ '~1<~ Mme day,~ the genenl toured the 
Dial Telephone Exohan.ge am Hl! l ; i>..t .. oef0re proceeding to Navy and Air 
Force installations 1n the tot":lll 1•. r·:11. 

(1) Through0ut the 1"(,~·;-:., 1.! n:: r - < t.·.(1 J ~ffor·ts '"~ro:: dlrect.ed toward 
i.mproving t.he si.te faci1 L.i · u::~ t ; l..,;.1'r.h~.r' brJ1 st~r morale of the Battalion 
per so nne l. Espec iaJ.ly <:.nd·:mt. \.. · · '-~ ~·:. m· !'I? re!n{J c,e s1 tes, experience 
indic.ates that. ~,;onUx .. l:.& .l :iillpJ ,·,. ;-.. :,···<l'· :.> f ·vr.<;~.)p a.·::commodat.ions serves to 
insure the beat perfs·n·t".:'lr.•: •.! ·.'· l : ~1·: ~, ,· ~nn .r..v rr~.~ s:;ion" 

(aj C/4lst S.igmd . B:.:tt ~·h. Lit·n t r,-:,:p-:'1::-:~. rily c!osed ·the unit mess hall 
on 1.2 r·!B.y ln ordeJ' tc ('• .. nJ •:..: rJ bi"t ·:~:-•. ~.-:: r:' J •re r ehea.bllitnt.ion program. Supel'­
vised by the Pnnr, gngirw·H:~ . Ut·' ~'' lllp1 ~~~t"i pr-oject wiJ 1 feature enl9.rged 
dining ar1d t ·o·Jd ~·rP.:.ll't~! .... ·:-·' .:,···.·: ,; r• :l ·:.t·"" l'L a:7 a 1r c-ondlt.l oning , The mess 
hall 1.3 :"3ch•l'li..tl ::d 'L(' r,;·:~""n . ~! 1. • .. i' i -~:. t. r..:·1.:-t 0t' th~ new reporting period. 

fb) J)j'"l '.&.j C· . 'l t> . ' • I ~ d th 1 t ' f it , }1)•11 ·>·.!.gt.J . ..• a t . l.c: t .• n:, : · · ·~mp.: ~ ·' ·l~ .. are oca 1.on o .s 
c~jmpany hA~Jd·:p~tt:c l:e ~·s frv.·! : ;i. .. ·. '· ·: .. :>lgl.n<~eT BrJ.gane at-ea in nort.hern Dong 
Da 'fhin to th-9 comp:J,,Ll"'IJ ~ ~·· . ,! .· '·" ;.J r: ~..· . . := 1.Y,;~ Compur:,· A9 l\'l'lA Trang Signal 
Dn (,tali ~.m, .:: it-U:-'l.'Lf.)d :0 j, ,} . .e -·::( :__ ..• ~ '·' •: ' ~ I : r.i.•(> . ,~Tr: (.ki.tl.f ~ s J.j"'ng Ba rl'hi!: and Dong 
Ba Thin s~~ ·:tt.h ,_, orr.p1<:!)( ····-~.. ::·: ·, .·,·1.: ~ .. ~· !i : .• O(•nrat.io.naJ 1 seeur ity and safety 
conside.mticns, p.r<a-r i.t .. '<> <> ,:.; ;:,~ .:, n l: :·.?(: i ·Y CTI ~,..:i ng ~.:.res:3•::>d ::nax:tmum 
effc.rt in 8!''<?;3.::> of t.,r.;--, ,: f f!.": '!. '. ' • · _, ~ r l. •:,. "i.. w:!.= ,;, J•sodern • . .'ashroc.>m and 
mult-iple sho•o~ar f'O.int ~~m:-. t.:·"'".i.r-:~ • 1 "t·, :-: - ~led:: ...r~tsl':·. OF.o.sins prov'lding hot 
and cold runn.1. ng W!l te c" A i.i: t· •_ .• ' •. l -~ l~' . ;; v·.: i..1 ey ht.11J. court, ( with illumi-
nat.ion capabilHy) , \ :~:: : '.:~ . · "'-··· .:, . . :- u,; ·1 :.:..::J X ;o i't." company club have 
been prepareC., An 1nd k<~ 1-., ,r. .-:· ·.:. > •• • ; • • (· t'l ~:s of tJhi.s emphasi s i.s evident 
in thA select.ior. f or· 8.;-:st. r~.t.:.;u ,;,,,:: F~.-3 ~~ a~·mrd onl.y 9ight . •1ays after 
complet.ing t.he r elG<.:1t :. nr- r·J'().l '' ·:· t· fr·~~.s ·mtilY :~ efforts '1T~1 be.1ng rlirected 
to expand the meR:::: hr) 1 a:1~J ::t<.:·+.,·•-:- rr,t) i 'o:.tild1ngs 1 eree1;. nev bi llets, 
improve th-3 drairl1.1.Ge :.;y :.:\U!T! ·<c•i ~.~;;,~ · ~~~~ ~,h,; cp~rat.ions anu O!'derly room 
areas. In th~·: Pna.n P.an~ ~j(-~;;j, _; t.::.:: : -::.:nps ny r..r.tS CO.:!Strt· ·~tea. 8 20 X .35 .ft. 
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dayroom, a club and a patio f a ~ility, 

(c) E/43rd Signal Bat tali on adjus ted to the advent of a raiQJ season 
by providing shelter for mot or poo1 personnel. Eventhough Lang Bian 
f.DI.:...'ltain can boast of the most. p.lea sant. weo.the·r in the country 1 Vietnam's 
h~ghest signal si te is subjoc~;ed to !l se·11ere monsoon season during the 
late sUIIIIDer ani .:;arly fal l.. A p-:l::'t.a·'J.L·J qt~onst:t hut approxima·te!y 60 feet 
long and 20 faet w.ide .~ ..:.omplet.E· v'i t h '·i .:d~ bench and tool storage area has 
been erected t o f a cili tate mni nt·•··L·, ·~c.; ~,peraticns. As a contribution to 
all units in the Dalat area~ t'le ~:)I:iPflllY has est.ablished a retransmission 
facility for the AFVN Ft.f st..a si~.n l o :.:-it ed i n Saigon. Local units are nov 
provided with conven.!.ent ,acces!" 1;o thts vital sour~e of' entertainment aDd 
news mttero. In a relat.ei e.r~a. ~ t,he c0mpany initiated an individual 
movie account directly t1ith th~ d lst r.i. 'bu.tor i n IBlato The troops at LBM 
are nov provided wi th thr ee to ~:r.i.Y.. f i l ms a week for off-duty diversion. 
This represents a .G.~fold i ncr oa :m 5.n t he 1.1vailabi lity of mot:ton pictures. 

(d) The 362nd Signal C.ornpH!!Y · ~ ~t.l\i.ted a. C0mpound Development Team 
for the expre~s parposa of 'l..~!<·.r . ::L:·.t.r·q. a nd impr.<.,ving fa('iHti es .. An old 
BEQ Wl&~ ret\unished and C•)ll'hH~ C\.'-.o:! ir~f. . .:, a dayro.Jm consist.lllg of a large 
reading room and a ~1eperaM t a.fJ ·.n~ fl'H~ Li:.t y , compl~-r,e W:lth recording 
equipment t.o p:t•umote ·t .be p·:•.!.:,, .t • .l,.:c~ ~~ : · s ... ,'1d~ng t-apes hC.meo Also, a new 
club annex t.o t he Tn.>p1~rJ£~ l ,."t" ~~~ 'HR ·~<~nst.ra~ta1 on Pr ~ Line Mountain, 
due in large part; tr:> t llA el' ... " .. 'g, .-;:,; ::.t• tr11 i t 'U! ry pe 1.•soru~el of that siteo 

( .2 ) During t.h;.s r •-p< r t•-: ~ ~? q : .~,. J. t.~H·~ t l.1e B'i tt8.ll~n has continued to 
empbasiae the a~.rds p:r.og ::oarr. ~ :~ "N>fl E("·r.ed i n th~ nwilbcr of a1orard. racom­
memat.ions subnitt~d tc 1·:1 ts ~!oa..!:~ · ,,-~. ... ·:.or s and for w.a.rdad on to 21st Signal 
GrolJ.p , This Battalio"". na ::. .. ;.;. l)Il·.:. • .. t ··!.: !" 't'El ~ward r~c,>mrr.~ooations to 21st 
Signal Group t han &ny o t;b =: L· :'•i1.1:: ·> ·' 't"-, t '1 . .nl .ion tL1der Group •s command. C~ 
mand emphasis on t-he avA.rds ·p:•c.g r.u!', t·.,1 ·3 prodLt('ed i ncreases of 290% aDd 
161~ ·ove:r prec·:di ng q tla·rt.e<: :;,, 

(a) During }\1.J' ~ ~.i t··:·•· .. '·" ~ .h-:>.:t. :..j =·.: ~, ::.!l!:n~nda.t:i ons were sutmiiited to 
Group; 9 Bronze St.a:r J.;(!:dt.. ! ·.:: 1 · ;.~ :, ; -r•';' c.:•:-•JI:•nndat i t>n Heda.!.s ~ and 7 Brigade 
Certificates c1' Ach~.ev~!IIt'nTJ,. '!'i'J•.' r.:•..J:Lth of June ~.., the largest number · 
of Anuy Commendatoil"l:l }.~Ja.J. r.:,t· •:·!ll::lar:.J.~t~<.·r•o5 ~:J.bl'IU.tted du:n nz the 73rd's 
entire three yea~8 in Vi.€\t ·Mll!. Li.(!.j&"g t.ha.t· month )! 4.9 total a~t&rd. recom­
mendations were for..mrd~J. t .f.; C: t' l-'J' .! ·,; Br t•o-ze Star Hedal s .9 37 Arrrr:/ Com­
mendation hedals, and ~; Br.~gu,1 "· '.: ~rU . .f icn.1~·)s tlf Achiav'l!m~nt ., During 
July the foll OvTJ..ng aua..rd n:V:0!1fl'i('. r; :lr; 1J l(!T'.~1 l..'ere fol"'..Jardod : l legion Of 
Merit_. 8 Bronze St ar Hedals, ;;9 Ar.·uty Gcmra~nda'tion Medals and 6 Brigade 
Certificat.ea of Achiev·emer1t o ~lur~r::dng t.hq ~nt,ire quarters 137 award 
recommendations were fo:~·wu..rdcd by t h t.c. Headquartf?!r s to 2·1 st Signal Group. 

4 
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ive: 
r, i   ,. 

(b) 138 awards were race 
May, June and July?    This tot 
Soldier's Medal,  3 Air Medal3,,  '}.' 
Meaalsj and 1U Brigade Certlficn 
w. a received for SP4 Cbrisioph^r 
Signal Battalion who r.:; ske^  ',;;■; 
hoixr while preventing two liid:'-,.. 
Soldier's Medal given in the ■•n'- 
Air Medals were received for LTC 
Sig Bn', CPT Victor rergard, ,Tv , 
Donald Mieheals, fomer CSM.   I'l: 
for LTC Gesar and preaented ;xl :

M 

27 rfeiyc 

(c) During  Ihi.s pcr;..,i . ^ . 
presented by EG Kienzi yrd  /'•.   Ai. 
Corranendation Medals were y.r>;-..■...1; ; 
tours of the 73rd, 

(d) The Meritari.o'is  Ua-.t   ,.'  . 
awarded to the 7'lcd Sigr^ai H<i'- 
units on USARV o^-dexo l;.'?^     IA' 

: 

is for the period '1  Augur;c 1'"''.■■'■  i 

receiving this coiranendatibr.. -v.-. 
('Ist Oak Leaf Cluster};  Ccricary • 
and the 362nd Signal Comporiy     ■; , 
were also included on t-his   ;.?.■■]• ■■ 
officially present- this :...■•;.t   ,-■...- 

(e) During thif qua: 1..:; ■ y 
honort, distinct in its r-vr-v ^: 
Combat Team,, 9t.h \AILW- tk '• . : ■. 
Letter of ComniendatUn ai':i"■•■-' 
Group5 The formal and higi-.:,;• ^ ■ 
and adiairation of the Kcfinj :' •• 
company and this Bat-taJi.;^   '.,n; .; 

(3)    The reporting pv. ,■ i   , ■ 
ulatory inspection exerclo^. 
of the Brigade Quality Assüia:.-^ 
(23-28 April)  and concludjd da.,. 
Brigade Quality Assurance T^sm A. 
the Battalion,    Each of the '[■.'.-I.'P 
and the related comments hav-1  t>.-i 
graphs of the Opemtions (.-e-. tior.,, 
core inspection, has been high'y 
received the Team0    As a ci Lre 1   .' 

b.-3 

i-;rc 

k from Brigade and presented during 
ompoeed of 1   Legion of Merit,  1 
nz'-) Star Medals, 82 Amy Commendation 
f  .'.ddeveraent.    The Soldier's Medal 
ivnor.; formerly of Company C, 41st 
o-i +-v;o  '.-.epurat« occasions within one 

from drowning.    This was the first 
;;-t Signal  Group in over one year. 

■■'0 ;t  Ci-.sarv Jr., former CO,   73rd 
. '■ n 1 CO, Co 0,   36th Sig Bn> and CSM 

:i.    The Legion of Merit was received 
n Ctianr'e of Ccmroand Ceremonies on 

T-i Tho Spot" Bronze Star Medals were 
•.nd   'Jhirteen (13) "On The Spot" Army 

ehe ijenerals daring their inspection 

■,.•.'. r-n {F'.rst Cak Leaf Cluster) was 
i.U7!" • and its assigned and attached 
;, ,•   :-%9      Tho period of commendation 

^n ■ine I968:    The raitior  units 
l\:':.{:^ mrivrs & Headquarter?  Detachment 

;.   ..3)".^ oigniti Eattaj-ion (oasit award); 
r,<k /...iai   C'duc-;ter)o    Numerous detachments 

:.,..;■ i: n„    Prf-pr.i-atrc.r.s ar^ being made to 

'Ignal rcitt'-ilion was accorded another 
-.  lioaclqr/Arteis^ 30th ROK Regimental 

;-:.-.'5.jnted a oewm^'niouply framed 
;■■: C-iruaanling Officer,.  21st Signal 
, do Mi.T.rnt expr^oS^f! the appreciation 
c ■■: r";, c r> and j-upp^.-rt ext-endftd by the 
p.-.ricd Ma/y .1968 to May 1969o 

1., ::vj ;,,:  .,nupoal  coTibiration of reg- 
•Ji-r AGJ.:  a G'fM and the con'-lusion 

Initiated during tho laL. . quarter 
.;,   q1 niter (1 ■'■--<3 Juiy)^ the five^man 

' ir. visiting J.6 sites within the 
specialised Ln a particular r.rea, 
cd  in the re3p»?ctive sub-para- 
isit"  concept, as opix)sed to hard 
.i  by pjersoixne]  on all sites who 
the initial phase of visits in 

1. <"■ 'rJ .Hi :■■:; 

f l^Tli OV r;' 
:    < u: :-jd 

.r. 
l;f. ''• v 

om Tie . li^ v: 
c b'.- M. of 

:• 

ifrMWirifK^^W'w-.tw-tr.,^^  "^f;-^ra#a';rf-^iftariTii» 
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SCCPV-MG-SS-OP 
SUBJECT:    Operational  Kepori cr +h<? 

Period Ending '31 .rv.i;    •■.■'■ 

April,  the Battalion de^igruit;;^  :.  Q; 
vise implementation of Team  . 
of May and •June.,    This cfnc^.r •; 
the second phase and cont.1 rues   ■. 
(.■x'ficer with full-time oc-fiJ!-.it(.•;;• . 
ten"   on in all arear, of on-   -.w ' 
position has been corabijiaa • i.' 
reflecting the oomprelie.--ü-'.•.■•   /.■... 
the Annual General Inspoc'vi: •!,, •■• 
1969j, by the Inspector (i-ori'iiv.." . 
IG reported that the miss:       ■■':■■ ■;- 
effective mariner3.  that dlH;'. (.•■ ''■ 
consn'iored to be good,     '/-.'i-i .-■ 
Battalion area to oondnrt a rV: ■.•:"! 
x^ith the  362nd Signal C-r^u .-.y     l 
Battalion,    With respect  t--  ■:'c 
nificant improvement  r.-u'—  f,V: 
emphasis was widely app;1.'.-^   ■ 
la ting to E/^li'd Sign«'   •■•',' ■- 
rating,  the team was b.igniy 
hides-     Since the. le..?x   l:\--].\ 
unsatisfactory' 4.6 perceh*   fM  ■ 
the  remoteness of Lang ^:H-I i-'!. 
by the vehicles,  the  Impro.^vv.: 
talion reacted to  the GMMi -.i-? 
follow--up phases;     The ao--- ^ 
corrective action.     A i-vno;,.-".. ■■ 
cussed in the Logistic, nsrp.   ■ 

13 August 1969 
gnal Battalion (SPT) for 

:.  Q^iixy Contrc'  Officer to super- 
'.j-in ;r;!i>:. (...ioivj  in the interim months 
rH'- "'id a,-', cdrcrt for the Team during 

capacity of a subordinate staff 
M. its and  technical at- 

■i   r':       jn      MM-re  recently., the 
•■,., ^p ..;■;........ ct  Bat.tuljon Safety Officer, 

,u ; •:.-" j).-..-!.-j.t,y ..cntrülo    Additionally, 
.V.'    ■■.:-i::   oofrlnated from 19-23 I'^ay 

rt f-lj-'nal Brigade,     In i?umraarys the 
:--,: ip^ Moootnplished in a highly 

■  '.■{:>.  excellent and that, morale was 
■   ■■ly    a  /Ist Group team was in the 

■!-..i '■'ar.ntK'nann? Matiagernent Inspection 
lOi-'J,; arj.-'i  Cc/-pany E^ ,;3rd Signal 

t  i ! j t   i 'iV.jV. ^  the tea!« rioted, sig= 

>•) i. 

•,ra' 

. >',:":>ction ana taat command 
■).:' compyry operations,    Re- 
,•: :.-  v^C'---±vc;a a  satisfactory 
', the aren of tactical ve=- 

:. artt-:i  iirprcved irom & "very 
y-icy ''rt  percento"     In view of 
•  .■.•;;■!. as the-,  i or vain    traveled 
udy  ?lgp,if,iranr.:.    The Bat- 
,-ra:   preparatory and detailed 

ved -rapid and complete 
'ry .5.:,tlvitj,er> is dis~ 

(4.)    The BattaJlo;:. ^;J   ,..•■ 
dynamic mission during Ihe  c ; 
ceived in mid-May cone or; ■:.,,:■, 
Scatter Radio system Dövv.■■•(•• .i ■:, 
The personnel and equi]:'r!en+   f - 
Ject a special featun.-,,    'i'a-    ;- 
scheduled for imminent la.^; ■.•■■'. 1 
MICROWAVE  (actually TROPO) d.-; 
Company (TROPO)(Ligh-J w:- ^   ,1 
for shipment to R%T witnu. i.h,? 
8 men, these dotachmentö nao . 
training and were prepared  ;.u 
ing their mission:    The 73.-d ;.; 

■]■ -■■    '.'- •>■  ■-•: .'pp'.'rt of a hlgtuy diverse and 
•    . '■?. p^riodo    N:d iti-atlou was re- 

•■ .;■     :i--'■,!.:-.:, id on of e TRl POSPHEEiC 
''■> d'.jj   ■ Ni  neu Ja,«g Plan MDantain» 

• ;   . ■"- r.j, M^rt , hcv/in'or, gt.^^ the pro» 
/■•.• v.u  -'$9.  tc be   installed by units 
■ o  xr.to t-he   '.ieater from COWüSo    Six 
v i v rrt-i asr.xgr.-ro t.o thö 2&öth Signal 
ar-pd   to d,';,i>5.rt I'O:CT Lewl^, Washington 

■"•■I Lv.;,!ig 60 da/s      Each containing 
^..L-.'.ü-od .•-.•■•■•feri,'',  vö'.ks of intensive 

'"u"'.'.'. Mo1, ■u isolated  anlt,^ In perform- 
i;.-naJ   Fattaik-n;  -neanvrh' 1 e^ having been 

i 

6 

1 

j^Wttfti^irfniltt^riiiiiii^ iTtid 
it^^^^j 
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SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battalion (SIT)  for 

Period Ending 31 J'-ly l'ib9 ■ 

tasked with sponsorsiup;, j^pJoyir.it.t and operation responsibilities, 
initiated immediate correspot.'J.-nce to di-jtermine pertinent infor- 

■■■ 

■ 

mation from the incoming unity 
sponse from the units revealed 
June - 9 July period for  persen 
Bay and Bien Hoa»    Equip/De'J.   •;. 
bei' :.nd the advance team   -.i C   .   .. 
Trang and Saigon»    In an effv i. 
as possible^ the Battalion   <-[,'■': 
quarters with a liaison visit l 

Long Bjnh, by the Battallo.'! p;.-; 
tern planning and force deveV;.'v 
questions and problem artc'-s f.-., 
ments were being roade  to accci-jf.' 
the concept of operatloriF   '.i 
June, the advance team atriv 
Corps Detachment was of.'vj(:J^.'J:      . 
Musgrave, Commanding Officej ,  i, ,.-t 
Colonel Louis J„  Zeleznilr«.'    "'     ■■'■> 
talion (SPT)o    After proces,-;jiii,; .,.r. 
an extensive orientatic.'..- b.v.. ■.■.;"ii^ 
the team was interviewed b/ ,,.i,;v. 
Lang Bian Mountain on 17 Ju>   ■.■.   . 
provided substantial dati ri,ga    >. . 
Based on this additional  x'cJyrr..*:.: 
concept of operation to inc.':'J!.-   ;.' 
and identification of the  rf-:^.-^-- 
to higher headquarters an:!  :■■■-■ ■■ .. ,. 
coincident with the arr-iv1;?. ■:•■■'   lu-. 
33rd,, 51st and 211th Signa,   ,;■. ; , 
joined the following dav I,;    :,-     ■■ 
units received the official      J 
scribed above..    Also.,  or lO   '■   , • 
ment arrived at Bien HOE, t-fd    .. 
quarters before  shipment to r.-^-. :vi 
pre-arranged sites and began pt^p 
equipmentc    At this point,,   il:   ,':: 
already arrived in Saigon o-o ,.'■ ■.'■ ■ 
warded to the 37th Signa]   Sal^t.';., 
arrived through the latter p«;     .;' 
country, notification to E,:-» V •. .i 

and   from higher headquartersc     Re- 
•..ovement schedule spanning the 9 

.•1 at two ports of entry, Cam Ranh 
■ i iollou appi'oxlmately three weeks 
.-.i'.;a-.u.::d to arrive at Da Wang, Nha 

■ .-.i'.ro:t as efficient an operation 
; ea  tciiuriunlcations to higher head- 

3t. Signal Brigade Headquarters in 
\ f- officer.    Discussions with sys- 
;    po.".ionnel resolved many of the 

•..  o    the sponsorc    While arrange- 
■.■,;i..«tc) t.he units,  the first draft of 
»r-p^reo   by the Battalionc    On 9 
.,.,; Cam P.anh Bayc    The 221st Signal 

. ;   jiiied  oy Colonel Thomas Cc 

.5?.gnal Group and Lieutenant 
■r.a u/g Officer, 73rd Signal Bat- 
Lc  tJ.^ ijattalion and receiving 
; ■ .-O! ilie Battalion Commander, 
'■   pf.Tounnelo    Before leaving for 

■V-.o .51P0 prüparotion? the team 
i-.  'jo.uipraent and arrival dateso 
i-a ,  the Battalion finalized the 

.•-Ori.-o'.t ,ind  pairing of equipment 
•••.tit..    This plan was forwarded 
c   f;.'.ll aopi-oval for implementation 

Müsj.unig unitso    On 9 July, the 
. -■..0'.'Lmei)t,s arrived Cam ftanh Bay, 
■•h G Lii.tal Corps Detachment,    All 
,  -u,''  orientation briefing de- 
i-   -   /-"'Oth Signal Corps Detach- 

iy personnel from Brigade Head- 
■ ''. t:i^c    Units were dispatched to 

Iog the areas to receive their 
.■■o   I>i-aohmont "s equipment had 
i.-       ih- .51 ^t  Detachment was.for- 
... ai   Da Nango    Other shipments 
../alyu    As each shipment entered 
S-,,  was coordinated through 

arrangements with Traffic Hanag^er.t Agency and 1st Logistics Com- 
mand. Upon confirmation of arrival, the team chief and one of the 
team members were recalled fiom their respective sites,, briefed as 
to whereabouts of the equipment ;jnd contact personnel at the de- 

• 

■■■ ■ — 
 r ml «I    •-   •-■ {,im^:,^^ilMi^^^^ ■ 
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SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:     Operational Report  of the 73rd Signal Battalion (SFT) for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969, 

I 

11 
;' I 

barkation point; before proceeding to Identify, claim and supervise 
the TClffi arrangementsc    Eacli of tlu'i trains has an individual Unit 
Identification Code and Miintniu:!  its own property book.    Equipment 
was channeled into Cam Rann üay and re-directed to the respective 
sibeso    As the reporting period clooedj areas at both terminals had 
be?r prepared for the equi pfiU'-;!.,    ^ir'a •■.w.s on site or in transit to 
sität.    Concrete pads had  bttu  iaii for bott> the. vans and antenna 
bases and the equipment va.^  in t;-:fr p'r-o^oss of emplacement»    Frequen- 
cies had been requested but had n )t yet arrived and other elements 
of terminationj to include power,  wiring, and integration with exist- 
ing equipment, were progress; M^ cj'ioor.hly..    The system,  providing 48 
channels of high quality comini.nieatlonü between Cam Ranh Ray (220th, 
33rd) and Lang Bia a Hour, la in  '.>21.-,r,,  :-;'1th),  is expected to be act- 
ivated early in the next reporting period.    The mission* which in- 
volved every staff element  \v. t'-.e Battalion, was conducted without 
incident.     Reaction to the requirement? of sponsoring and deploying 
new units gave this iialtaii-.n an ..•i.portunity to exercise  the most 
imaginative planning of whi'-h it ua.s raparde,.    Aside from the in- 
herent frustrations ini'oJ.*:;^d   \r   ,ritxf:-t.hcsater equipment movements, 
the mission to date has matHrlrilir.ed exactly as programed in the con- 
cept of operation^ 

Co     Personnel 3 

(l)    The following  is a  UM 
Battalion: 

MOS 

.ai -lOS shortages within -ehe 

;
T
L HORT ZED 

31J20 Teletype Kepairnmn 
31L20 Field Radio Re-lay K^: 
31M20 Radio Relay Ä Carrier .' 
51 L20 Refrigeratioa Specxn: i, 
72C20 Telephone Switchtx.-i-d i 

;en;   R?p.-'.nr. 
12 
19 

ACTimL 

7 
9 

58 
1 

62 

(2) The shcrlagos of trainv 
31K20, 51L20, and 72C20 .ir. .■;-:->■! 
the numerous communlr.ation.y .■.". tv 
critical need for experi«-i v'-.-'i 
the numerous tactical air .■;vr.'-;i; 
Battalionc 

personnel  in MOS's   UJ20¥  31120, 
!;g niffi-. vilties in tav- operation of 

•M*rin this Battallono    There is a 
'■■!;.HU7iT.i,r,n specialists to maintain 

■. ai'it' ■mile assigned to  unit« of this I      : 

mmmi'j'MM»: r mmnusMiiä fäätmäitkii t 'in ;r-'-i iirniii i r'lVwili'iii ■■"III,V; .(.i-./M.iirf^iiiiilii^hiriai»f,'iiM^WiiiiiiVir¥illT^ • ' '"r- i -'-•■ - '-' -     '••    "  -| ■'-"-'i-- r-- 



9iii!P!!liBiiiiW.yilJ^ ■r^TL-Ti^.rr-r-- «iPIJipppi^M!*WPWii!p.!iSifiii!UJMI.|iraJiU 

SCCF7-NG-SS-0P 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battalion (SFT) for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969= 

(3) The following are percentages of fill of the Battalion's 
requisitions: 

MONTH RE9, FILL t 
May 70 60 Sl% 

Jun ^5 44 97-ß, 

Jul 504- 217 K% 

The shortage of 72B communications specialists has been alleviated by 
the assignment of thirty-tvo (32) replacements to the Battalion,, 

(4.) Promotions for grade E6 to E7 have been extremely slow» An 
E7 Standing Promotion List is published monthly by the CO, 21 st Sig 
Gp, who is promotion authority for grade E7= The list continues to 
grow each month as follc ,.;; 

DATE OF PR0M0TI0M LIST 

4 May 69 

31 May 69 

30 Jun 69 

25 Jul 69 

NUMBER OF EM ON LIST 

51 

59 

62 

68 

The quarter opened with '.a .'.«JTK-.,-.; oa the list and closed with 68 names, 
an increase of 17 names during the quarter,, Thers were no E7 pro- 
motion allocations for the monthd of J4ay and June, and only 3 for the 
month of July» 

do Operations; 

(l) Radio; The radio riTtV'i experienced one of the most active 
quarters during the reporting period,-  Activities included major re- 
configurations of traffic lie:.,- cwHeinf; as well as general upgrading 
of radio equipmentj, paths aid pjaimingo The Quality Assurance Team 
recommended additional attenM-.,r on operator maintenance and precision 
of equipment tuning which ha--, since been applied as command emphasis,. 
Team memberj, SFC Kean,, retarned to C/^lst Signal Battalion Technical 
Control facility between QA viaits to assist in trouble shooting frame 
problem as a follow up action to nis first evaluation. The CRB Hill 

■ ■ -•--■ -ctrnftir'-n 
^a^w^^JJ^iiji^j.^^^^^^,^^^^^^^-^^^^^^^^ 



Jf!fr*^Wf)mr^r*Km*smf**' ^'^mm/^ffmmm nmw ^msmwMw^^W'ff'imimmifmmm^mhmm "^^mwrnm 

SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:     Operational Report of the  73rd Signal Battalion (SFT) for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969 c 

182 MICROl■/AVE facility earned outstanding comment from the Brigade QA 
visitors, 

(a) During the first week of May this Battalion expanded thn 
ec.iimunications to the DBT area by activating a newly installed M/TRC- 
2i system BBH^E to CRB Hill 18/+o    Subsequently^  system BBH11 circuits 
were rerouted over the new system and the UBHll system which eirployed 
AN/TRC-24 from DBT to Kim Trang, via Hon Tre relay^ was deactivated 
on 13 May 1969. 

(b) The initial stages of a major communications system recon- 
figuration project were completed during the qiuirter..    At the present 
time,  all traffic generated within central II CTZ which is directed 
towards I'Iha Trang and other northeaEtern IT Cf'j areas, must pass from 
LBM,  through Cam Ranh Bay and relay  from Hen Tre Island into Nha Trang. 
The communications corridor between Cam Ranii Bay and Nha Trang (Hon Tre 
Relay)  is the most congested area  in the Battalion.    The reconfigaration 
project called for the installation of a 24 channel TROPO system be- 
tween Hon Ire Island and LBM reuuillng  m dual access  t-o central II CTZ 
and the  reduction of "pass through" t/raffic at Cam Rnnh Bay by employ- 
ing a major traffic artery directly  to Hon Tre Island      Trie Island^ 
whiah had acted only as a relay umil  this time, had  to be equipped to 
terminate and interface circuits,    This was accomplished  in May with 
the installation of TCA-1.S drop-and-insert,  equipmonc- for a maximum of 
eight channels.    On 10 May,,  the first, eight channels of the BBH01 CACS 
were wired into the TCA-1 eqü ;.pmünt ,   terminated at Hon Tre and rede- 
sign? ted the EBMIO CACS.    Hon Tiex.   oy r^ans of this new system could 
now initiate traffic to Cam Iwirh Bay      During the latter part of May, 
AN/TRG-97B IR0P0 equipment uaö placed  at LBM and Hon Tre  in order to 
implement  the 24 channel artery to central IT CTZ,    The   radio equip- 
ment, produced by RCA for th^ Air Fore;, was  new to  the Battalion and 
required additional training  for operators before installation could 
be effected-    On 8 June-   the  systemy BBT.lb,  was activated and  the 
initial phase of reconfigurat-i.-.,n was a--.,:umplished„    An additional TROPO 
system from Cam Ranh Bay to'LBM io  scheduled to be activated during 
the next reporting period.     The two IR0P0 systems will absorb and de- 
activate two yarellel MICROWAVE  systems originating on Cam Ranh Bay 
Hill 184,   relayed through Gain Ran'-    lay Hill 132 and  terminating at 
Pr'Line Mountain, 

(c)    An AN/MRC-112 shot ura.s irutallad last ./^rter from Pr'Line 
to Don Duong in order to provide  the  'vTVth Engineers with much needed 
communications:    This system has since been upgraded with the instal- 
lation of an AN/MRC-69 between Don Du^ng and  Pr'Line-     This provides 
the  577th Engineers with a  total  capability of ".2 channels of com- 

•0 

; 
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SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battalion (SFT)  for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969- 

munications into the long lines system as compared with the original 
four (4) channels with the AN/MRC-112o     Difficulties were experienced 
in installing the AN/MRC-69,  since the military crest of a mountain 
exists between the two sites.    This poor profile caused an adaption 
of a refraction shot in order to insure effective operation.    To date, 
the communications have proven to be reliable for the supported unit,, 

(d) A TROPO system was installed connecting Pr'Line and Phan 
Thiet, doubling the TROPO communications in this area by paralleling 
the existing TROPO system^ BBT05.    The new system has been operationally 
ready since 19 June 1969 but has not been activated as of this date; 
awaiting designator from higher headquarters.    This new system employs 
AN/rRG-129 equipment.    Also, in conjunction with this mission the term- 
inal equipment of the paralleling system., B3T05, was upgraded with the 
original AN/rRC-90 equipmeni being replaced by ^K/rRC~129 equipment 
on 30 July 1969o    The AN/TRG~90!s removed were prepared for shipment 
to Thailand as part of the  1st Signal Brigade rehabilitation project» 

(e) A system designated 77ÜH30y  utilizing AN/rRC-24 equipment, 
was installed from Cam Ranh Bay Hill 184 to Phan Rang,    It was acti- 
vated on 10 July 1969.    The purpose of its installation was to pro- 
vide access for the Taniem Switch program to the Phan Rang area,, 

(f) Additional communications were needed between Lang Bian 
Mountain and Pr'Line; whereuponf this Battalion installed a AN/TRC-24. 
system, BBH7E, and activated it on 19 July 1969» 

(g) r.e  a:    lal configuration of Dong Ba Thin North VHF site has 
signif leant j ■   oiianged during this reporting period.     Upon the acti- 
vation of the new Dong Ba Thin ICS site.,  the circuits from the  77UHV8 
and 77UH1F UHF systems were cutover to the Regional Communications 
Group system.    The two VHF systems,  BBH^E and BBH62, were, in turn, 
cut over to the vacant AN/GRC-50 equipment thus, increasing the  system 
reliability between DBT and CRB Hill 184,     Designators for the new 
UHF systems are BBW2D and BBW3D, respectively. 

■ 

(h)    Communications requirements to the area served by the BBW7A 
and BBW8A systems were eonsiderably reduced allowing both AN/GRG=50 
systems to be deactivated 2? July 1969»    The equipment released has 
been tasked for redistributjon to upgrade two VHF systems in Phan 
Rang,    This will also eliminate a VHF frequency congestion problem 
in the Phan Rang area, 

1.1 
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SUBJECT:    Operatiorial Report, or the ?jrü Signal Battalion (SPT) for 
Period Ending .31 July 1969 = 

(2)    Wire:    The wire ia-oaj,  during the qaartoi-,  involved activity 
in several major rehabilitation projects throughout the Battalion, 
Significant activities included the culmination of the Tandem Switch 
project and the attachment of a wire plätjon to the C/4lst Signal 
Battalion,    In the outside plant ar^a,   th« Quality Assurance per- 
sonnel noted standard deficieucios among grounds.    Corrective action 
implemented through a method'i'-Vi,.!   -jur^^   rJl the Battalion area re- 
sulted,  by the end of the qua; ten ,,  in the qualification of over 80^ 
of the 47 stations frame nrA  .it,i+.chtoard groundf;.    Switchboards were 
found in need of extensive operator arid specialized maintenance on 
jackfields and relays,, hy  tb3 Brigade Team,    The Battalion responded 
with a specialized task force viAch '..\anvaased the entire area of 
operations to organize and augment the correction of iefioient areas. 

(a)    The TK~1 trunking cable  be 
DTE was rehabilitated by the   V7^th 
control of C/4.1st Signa]  Ratfalion. 
78 were in working condition at. thf 
mld-Jialy, 845^ of the cable was nper 
Signal Company initiated insbal1.ati 
and 15,000 fto  of 100 pair cable as 
service the Installation E.'ng^noers 
Completion of the project jn uarly 
improved sendee and eiimma t... seve 
raising the total number of good [.a 
ninety percent mark» 

tuten the Anny UTE and Air Force 
Signal Company ladder the operation 

Fn.m a total of 400 pairs only 
initiation of the project.    By 

•ational.    On 25 May the 678th 
on of 1200 fto   of 25 pair cable 
an extension of cable 01 to 
V'innel Oorpoiatlon^, and ammo areas. 

Augiu.t will give  t.hese subscribers 
Ltx\  Jegf- now on PK- L trjnlcing cable, 
ir on the iiiajor cable above the 

(b) Late in May of this past qoarter, the :;73th Signal Company 
completed a cable project on Pi'Mue Mou!\t>iln Signal  s.itj to improve 
the quality of communicat.ioni by eliminating cable problems between 
the frame and the MICROWAVEj TK0P0,  Umg Unes^ and VHF installations. 
The quality of communication was upgrade significantly upon com- 
pletion of this project,, 

(c) With the installation of the AN/TRC-.97B to lion Tre a need 
existed to interface the new TROPO fXeiiit/ with the Technical Control 
facilities at Lang Bian Mcmoarn.     Ilia to the equipment being located 
at a remote spot on the site and the planned installation of two 
AN/TRC-129,s> a further need existed to install a large multi-pair 
cable  in a secure configuration from the new TR0P0 site,    A proposal 
was made to install approximately 300 feet of 200 pair underground 
cable to the UHF intermediate frame,.    The 200 pair cable was laid with 
two factors in mind:     5)     It allows adequate cable to interface the 
two AN/rRC-129 systems that are slated to be co-located in the lion 
Tre - Cam Ranh TR0P0 complex;    2)    It also provides the facilities for 
approximately 70^ back-up in the «vent of bad pairs or any future 
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SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the  73rd Signal Battalion (SPT) for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969. 

installations at this location;    To terininats the cable, a small frame 
was constructed which facilitated   Initial installation and which will 
facilitate any future trouble shooting procedures,- 

(d)    In June, a 300 pair overhoad cable was installed by the 578th 
Signal Company between ICS facility and the Technical Control facility 
on Hill I84.0    The cable was n-j'.«'-.üary to provide expansion capability 
for additional circuits and to accomodate the Tandem Switch circuits 
as the existing 200 pair bc-vweon  in-; two facilities wore filled to 
capacity. 

(e) Dalat LD switchboard l.a 
in the cable between the ir-xine a 
due to the fact that the 26 jmr 
main distribution frame wero bur 
grounding out as a result of moi 
conditions that will exist until 
addition of a small frame and a 
is designed for subterranean \i;.fi 
of circuit outages from shorted, 
to water in the cableSo It Is a 
eliminate any future circuit oat 

-i experienced a number of difficulties 
nd  t.r.e MTC-l switchboardo    This was 
cabl.-s routed from the MTC-l to the 

led 18 inches underground and were 
;:r.ure..    Duo to the adverse weather 

Cuober., it was thought that the 
ei/igle  run of 200 pair cable, which 
,  would greatly decrease the number 
crossed and grounded cable pairs due 

ntioipated this preventive action will 
ages caused by iv-ater in the cableso 

(f) During the quarter,  the   .ratio of" Class "A"  to Glass "C" tele- 
phones in Cam Ranh Bay «ras bcoujht   down to 30^ Class "A" and 70^ Class 
"C" after a continuous effort, on i,he parr, of the Gam Ranh Bay DTE to 
locate and eliminate unwarranted G.las;; "A" telephones, 

(g) In June,  telephone  service  to Cam Ranh Bay subscribers pro- 
vided by the Cam Ranh Bay Army f/.'.'E uas upgraded, to include direct 
dialing capability into other quail tied areas In RVN and Thailand, 
when the Exchange was connected to Uie Tandem switching center in 
Nha Trango     In preparation for thiG improvement m service,  several 
projects were completed in ti^eiy aequence which resulted in activat- 
ing the Tandem capabilities in Cam RIITAI Bay moiv tlian one week ahead 
of schedule o    The Cam Ranh Day Dial Telephone Exchange had modified 
and rewired its frame fco aocomodat-b forty-four 6-wire circuits to go 
to the ICS facility on Hill I840    Due  to the lack of necessary equip- 
ment at the ICS facility^ half of the circuits had to be rewired at 
the DTE and sent over oactical. .v.?.tem%  operated by the Battalion. 
To handle these additiona]  cirou.'tsj,  cable TK-6 going to the ICS fa- 
cility from the DTE was rehabi] itated  from an inactive status to a 
better than 90 percent good cable with an additional 300 pair tie cable 
installed between the ICS and the Technical Control facility for re- 
routing to the tactical equipraonto     Although the Tandem signaling 
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SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report, of the 73rd Signal Battalion (SFT) for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969. 

involves highly delicate pulses and requires very sensitive equipment 
of fixed station capability,,  the tactical systems have provided ex- 
cellent circuit paths for the Tandem traffic with no complications. 
To insure that all Cam Ranh Bay subscribers were thoroughly oriented 
on the use of Tandem Switch, LTC Zeleantkar gave an information brief- 
ing to all commanders in the area,,    In addition to Daily Bulletin 
announcements, a fact sheet was distributed and a new telephone direc- 
tory was published in conjunct.Ion with the cutover to provide dialing 
instructions and complete listings of area access codes as well as an 
up-to-date listing of all Cam Ranh Bay telephone numbers» 

(h) This quarter saw the con;;, 
at the Gia Nghia signal site One 
Technical Control facility was sen 
frame which was built after a surv 
Nghia signal site now has an accur; 
radio interface points» In additi 
records have been put into effect, 
by increasing the accuracy of loca 

traction and installation of a frame 
member from Lang Blan Mountain 

b to Gia Nghia with a prefabricated 
ey of the needs of the site»    Gia 

■ate routing of Its cable- as well as 
on to this., accurate cable routing 

which vail reduce restoration time 
i?.ing cable problems. 

(i)    On 28 June 1969;,  the underground installaticn of almost two 
miles of 100 pair cable was •. ornpleted  In Phan Thiet by Company Ds 36th 
Signal Battalion assisted by the  578xh Signal  Company,    This cable 
replaced a troublesome aerial  cable that was continuously being damaged 
by shrapnel and is providing mor-  reliable communication,'? with increased 
capabilities to all subsoil bors  in Flwn Thieto 

(j)    On 5 July 1969,. Compf.ny B^ /,0tl\ Signal  Battalion completed 
installation of the Dalat Car,.",;-.  Pr.ijoct to include   ipgraiing of the 
old cable from Kraus Compound t-; Cam Ly Airfield and the addition of 
25 pair legs to service   the  5/27fh Field Artillery and the National 
Police Field Forces» 

(k)    In July, Company Cs  41^1. Signs.]   Battalion was augmented by the 
attachment of 2nd platcoa?   ^üi h Signal Company.,  a cable construction 
unit»    The addition of this platoon has strengthened the working force 
for rehabilitation, instal'ati-ni^ ana maintenance of the outside plant 
facilities at Cam Ranh Bay»    A complete  lehatoiitation of the Cam Ranh 
Bay outside plant, is undervay, beginning in late July^. 
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SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 1.3 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battali      'SET) for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969» 

(3)    Gommcenter:    Two major developments marked activities in this 
area during the quarter» 

(a) A new Communications Center facility, featuring a Mode I 
AuWin Teminal  (1004), was completed by C/4.1st Signal Battalion at 
the end of July and formally dedicated by Brigadier General Albright, 
Deputy Commanding General,  Ist Signal Brigade, on 1 August 1969-    The 
new structure, under construction since September 1967, lay dormant 
for several months due to funding and contractor problems»    Appraised 
of the situation by staff officers and contractor personnel, the Bat- 
talion Commander set an optimistic 30 day deadline on 1 July, combined 
with the appointment of a Coramcenter Project Officer and intense com- 
mand emphasis on the mission^    Due to the enormous amount of ground 
work, coordination and material acquisition ii.. jived in setting the 
project in motion, arrangements were cleared with higher headquarters 
to allow the Project Officer a full range of direct access to 1st Signal 
Brigade and all support elements for mission accomplishment»    Personnel 
from the Battalion made several trips to Nha Trang and. Long Binh to 
accelerate coordination, iron out administrative details and personally 
secure equipment.    The move from the tactical complex to the new Comm- 
center was amended by CSEMA engineers such that instead of a direct 
move, an exchange of computers „rould be effected with Nha Trang,    Early 
in the project, it was determined that much of the initial work per- 
formed when the new structure was begun would have to be revised,, 
Internal wiring inaccuracies had tu be corrected,    Wall outlets had to 
be changed and grounded.    The  station ground itself was Inadequate and 
a new ground was constructedo    The necessity to revise the previous 
errors presented a serious obstacle to the self-prescribed timetable 
but increased effort sustained the schedule»    The time-frame of com- 
puter exchange between Cam Hsnh Bay Commcenter and the Non-Automatic 
Relay Center (MARC), as proposed by CSEMA,  set 10 August 1969 as the 
target date for completion of the project at Cam Ranh Bayc    On 23 
July, the NARC began de installation of their 1004»    On 26 July, the 
NARC 1004 arrived in Cam Ranh Bayj, one day after the Battalion's 
computer had been sent to Nha Trang's Automatic Switching Center (ASC)» 
Installation was conducted as the final work in other areas was being 
completed.    The dedication marked a dual success in that the Brigade 
deadline had been halved and the Battalion deadline nad been met: 

(b) In May and June, D/36t.h Signal Battalion undertook a complete 
remodeling of the Phan Thiet Communications Centerr    The security, 
wiring, internal layout and operations were the prime areas upgraded 
in the projectc    The construction of a secure entrance and the instal- 
lation of an air-conditioning system completed the revitallzation pro- 
gram» 
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SCCPV-NQ-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battalion (3FT)  for 

Period Ending 31 July .1969 = 

(c)    Only OTI3 Commcentwr waa noted by the Quality Assurance Team 
as Slaving any serious deficiencies, and that was in regard to hand- 
ling times and service  ravos«    The rendition was rapidly corrected 
by the OIG through vigorous supervision and disciplinary action. 

es    Training and Organisation^ 

(l)    Fonnal Schoolss 

(a) During the reporting psriod, iiiaxliuum use i.-f quotas to the 
USATF,  1st Signal Brigade School  was ^ad*'»    There were approximately 
thirty-nine  (39)  personnel attt-nling the  various courses at the USATF. 
These courses were found to hi ;-xtrejik;ly beneficial for newly arrived 
personnel in country and al^o a v._;ry good refresher course for ex- 
perienced personnel.,, 

(b) An AN/rRC".9';'B MaintetianOc Coarse is being conducted out-of- 
country at Clark Air Force Ba.se, Tiie PhllippiaeSo    This Coimvünd was 
alloeatod seven (?) quotas for the First Quarter FY-70o    Although the 
course cycle does not coinoid'-- '.dth this reporting period, three  (3) 
personnel completed the course in July and four (4) are scheduled to 
attend thy course in August» 

(c) A 21st Signal Group Telöphone  Installation and Repair Coursej, 
operaxed by the 73rd Signal  Cattail^n at Cam FLanh Bay, was established 
on 15 April 1969.    As the lat Slg.-ial Brigade conducted an I and R 
Course at Long Binhc,  the school in Cam Ranh Bay was discontinued after 
the graduation of Glass 1-70,, 14 July -■ H August 1969c    During the 
tenore of the 21 at Signal Grcup i and R School» from J5 April 1969 to 
1 August 1969, there were tbiuy-orici  (31)  student graduates,, 

(2)    Special Trainingc 

(a)    Special matntenan-1;  t;-.u; 
at the local DTE daring t.hf; month 
six (6) 36II maintenance p^r.-o.nel 
the supervision of GHO Contra :to:-■' 
formed only over-the-shoulder cv;,pi'. 
pe-xfoimlng the actual maint-vnani'.-Oo 
entire period.    Since the d^pirta: 
there has böen four (.,) adiitlcml Jbll personnel assigned to the DTE. 
There are also three  (3)  p-raonaei,   (.1.-36G),   (1-72C), and (1-26L) 
taking OJT training at the DTE»    This, additional strength has greatly 
helped the raaintenaaoa of the üqv.ipmacto 

fng .vt'  3t.'H persoi^nel was conducted 
,-f  i-uv   i969o    During tt^at time, 
i.u.'':-.-iV':'nt Intfenelve training imder 
r'er.-cn;.v-.',    Iho contractor per- 
t'.:■•!3ion «ilth tie military personnel 

T.pii<Jng progressed well over the 
■:■  of   tab GtIO C^.-.atractor Personnel» 

if, 
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SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 731x1 Signal Battalion (SPT) for 

Period Ending .31 July 1969. 

(3)    OJT and Cross Training: 

(a)    The Battalion continues to place strong command emphasis on 
the quality of on-the-job training snd orotis-training.     In order to 
minimize the effects of rotation of experienced technical personnel, 
and to gain in-deptn capability,,  training of personnel in related 
MOS's  is an important part of the over all OJT program»    During this 
reporting period, one-hundred arid seventy (170) personnel have had 
OJT in their respective MÜS and thirty-three   (33) were crossed trained 
in related MOS's. 

I   I 

(4-)    Mandatory Training: 

(a) Mandatory training is being conducted in accordance with the 
master training schedule published by this and higher headquarters. 

(b) During this reporting period, all Battalion personnel fired 
their individual and crew-served weapons for familiarization,. 

f«    Intelligence and Security; 

(l)    Emphasis has continued in all aspects of physical security, 
to include fortifications^ ooiiDramications., familiarization through 
practice alerts and reappraiaal  of defense plans, 

(a) CAlst Signal Batta" ion improved its security posture by 
rebuilding the fighting bunkers on Hill 184. and Hill 182 located in 
Cam Ranh Bay,    Specifications for the new bunkers are in accordance 
with 1st Signal Brigade's "model   bunker"  concept.    Duo to the deploy- 
ment of personnel undör different major subordinate commands during 
alerts in its area, d,l,3cusslcn.-i have been initiated  in coordination 
with HHD,  73rd Signal Battalion.    Efforts are aimed at achieving a 
realistic,  responsive plan, adapted to th^ dislocated nature of de- 
fense  coramitmentso    The  rv.sulxs of the p   inning are to be included in 
the revision of CRB 3ub.-arn.ia Ground Defense Plan scheduled for pub- 
lication in the next q;aartero 

(b) D/36th Signal Battalion initiated security improvements, 
immediately upon occupying tho new HQS site,,    Approximately 50 clay- 
mores were installed in ccrcjan^tion with extensive tangle foot barbed 
wire.    Cyclone fencing surrounds the perlmetor and communications have 
been extended to upgrade contact between the towers/bunkers and the 
TOG. 

17 

/ 

^>^^^M«^^.^,-..v.  .■...^..^»aai^to: -...., ,.,.:,^M.^.„.-^„^,-.^ ,,.^.>,...~^J^.*^^^.^..^ ^^iU^^s^i...^^^^^^.^ 



jgfflBJBBgjjjW"     '!"!*" mm lamm ippnü 
— ■---■  

w"^^^^| 

SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 73rd Signa]. Battalion (SPT) for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969. 

(c) E/4.3rd Signal Battalion effected extensive repair and re- 
placement of perimeter wire, upgraded construction of the third and 
final mortar pit by the installation of unserviceable conexes as 
ammo storage bins adjacent to the pit area, and continued the phasing- 
ir. of new -nodel bunkers.    Lang Bian ''fountain is one of two sites in 
the Battalion employing project   Duffle Bag,     Pr'Line  (a 362nd Signal 
Company site)  has experienced excellent results with the system; how- 
ever, due to  the drainage and erosion characteristics of the higher 
and steeper site, IBM has had difficulty in placing the  system on a 
permanent basis.    Several cf the units have almost been washed from 
their original location.    Assistance from the 577th Engineer Battalion 
will check the erosion problem by use  of taffies and revetments in 
threatened and critical areas, 

(d) The 362nd vastly improved the  security within Kraus Compound 
by isolating entiy to the main gate.,     The  supply gate in the rear of 
the compound has been permanently closed and completely  integrated 
into the perimeter.    Additional concertina wire and communications 
further upgraded the perimeter and a 20  feet high tower was erected 
on the north ridge adding to both r,he defense of that sector as well 
as increased visibility overall«, 

g.    Logistics: 

(l) The Battalion S-4- Section is continuing to conduct quarterly 
announced and unannounced, inspections of all subordinate uni-cs« Main 
areas of concentration are supply procedures, maintenance operations, 

.3LL?.!, mess operation, and r; ammunition (storage and basJ 
ports of survey.    This prügr^m has proven atsolf to be very helpful in 
minimizing deficiencies and initiating correct operating procedures. 
Implemented as an additional approach,  a Battalion Command Maintenance 
Management Inspection team was appointed,  in June, to inspect and 
assist in ensuring that all subordinate units were properly prepared 
to receive a CMMI with a satisfactory rating.    The results of the pre- 
CMMI were compiled and furnished to the inspected, units for corrective 
action.     It definitely appears  that the  pre f/ftiT. effort vas a success. 
Discrepancies were corrected and the two companies who have received 
the CMMI thus far:    Company E/43rd Signal Battalion, and the :362nd 
Signal Company have both received satisfactory ratings< 

(a)    The quarter included the  implementation of an additional 
service  in the Logistics area, which has become a highly effective and 
convenient control tool,    DSU's initiated publication of a monthly 
reconciliation listing updating statuses on al.L outstanding requisitions, 
resulting in a significant reduction in time-consuming follow-up pro- 
cedures, 
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SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battalion (SFT) for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969. 

(b) During the quarter, the 362nd Signal Company acquir-d several 
new 4.5KW 400 HZ generators to be used as primary power for the AN/TRC- 
97B equipment.    The  5KW requirement of the 97B TROPO vans reduced the 
optimum efficiency of the heavy load power units.    Load banks,  indi- 
vldually matched with the equipment at each site to meet load require- 
ments based on generator design are now in use or being constructed 
on all applicable sites. 

(c) Plans were formulated during the quarter to install a back- 
up power source for the Lang Bian Mountain signal site.    To accomplish 
this task,  the  site will use four (4.)  4-5KW generators wired in series 
with a breaker bar power distribution system connected to the existing 
PASE power facilities.    The four 4.5KW generators will allow the site 
adequate back-up power to pull the operational load as well as the 
administrative load. 

■ 

(d)    Due to v-he increasing demands placed on the electronic main- 
tenance facility located in Dalat, it became necessary to enlarge the 
shop area«    Because of this need, expansion resulted in additional 
space in the shop for maintenance activities and an administrative 
area has been provided.    Control over distribution of work and work 
flow to and from the shop have been been improved, as has quality 
assurance. 

I 
2,    Section 2,     Lessons Learned;    Commander's observations,  evaluations 
and recommendations 5 

a.    Personnel: 

(l) Command Interest in Awards:- 

(a) Observations: Personnel often rotate before awards, which 
have been requested for them, return to the individual's unit. 

(b) Evaluation: Personnel records offer the most convenient 
means of scheduling awards input on an individual basis, 

(c) Recommendation: That the echelon (company, battalion, group, 
etc.) which retains personnel records (201 Files) provide a 45-60 day 
forcast of losses to those levels where recommendations are produced. 

b. Operations: 

(l) Switching Devices: 
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SCCP7-NG-SS-0P 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battalion (SFT) for 

Period Endimr 31 July 1969» 

(a) Observation: On Hill 182, Cam Eanh Bay MICROWAVE Relay Site, 
the method formerly used to monitor the signals from the various test 
points was to connect the cable successively from each point to be 
tested to the OS-25 oscilloscope„ 

(b) Evaluation: There was a need to fabricate a device whereby 
the operator could rapidly switch from one test point to another and 
view the presentation on the scope without having to physically dis- 
connect the cable each time.. This would accelerate the testing process 
and eliminate the need to continually replace connectors which become 
loose due to frequent connecting and disconnecting. 

(c) Recommendation: A video monitor switching unit was fabri- 
cated by the use of a fdouble-wafer switch. All cables from the test 
points were terminated in the switching unit. An additional cable was 
then extended from the switching unit to the oscilloscope. This method 
provides for the rapid switching between test points without having to 
disconnect the cables,-. The switching device has made it easier to 
monitor the signals with the scope and in the event of outages should 
reduce system restoration time, 

(2) Activation Coordination: 

(a) Observation: Many problems were encountered prior to acti- 
vation of the AN/rRC-24. system (77UH30) between Cam Banh Bay and Phan 
Rang. 

(b) Evaluations An attempt was  mde for approximately three weeks 
to activate this system without success. Everything that could have 
possibly caused trouble was cheeked and rechecked. Frequencies were 
changed often in an attempt to find ones that would work. Antennas^  
were rotated to different positions in an attempt to bring in a good 
signal.  It was finally decided to stage an exchange of operators be- 
tween the two sites. On the second day following the exchange of ope- 
rators the system was activated. The exchange enabled the operators 
to work with someone at the distant terminal whom they knew well and 
had worked with before. 

(c) Recommendation: That, If unknown problems persist after 
application of all standard measures, an exchange of personnel be made 
between terminals in conjunction with re-emphasis on basic troubleshoot- 
ing procedures. 
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SUBJECT:    Operational Report of LM 7.3rd Signal Battalion (SpfTfor 
Period Ending- 31 July 1969. 

(3)    ANA-KC.^4 False Indicators 

(a)    Observatluns    Operators have experienced nonnal high voltage 

readingS' ^^ ^ muUl^rui iöad^g^ however, no forward power 

(b) Evaluations    When aljg.'jing traasiailter T-,302 on C-band this 
condition is usually caused by tho dummy filter or band-pass filter 
not being completely seated^ 

(c) Recommendations WLeu th'ire Is a problem in aligning the 
transmitter, double check the seating of the dumny filter and the 
band-pass filter, 

(4-)    Bi-Lingual Switchboard Operations: 

(a) Observations    Vie-onaiUfcs.?  telephone operators in the Dial Ex~ 
change have a limited •understanding of the  English language and this 
reduces their understand!og cf rwdny of the concepts involved in the 
structure of the telephone system in South East Asia» 

(b) Evaluations    Vietnam o:.   .-.p.^Kitcrs were given thorough orien- 
tation to the concepts of traffic routiijig axd the Operation of the 
Tandem Switch at the timu of th.-- cal^vef.  by having Vldtnamese trans- 
lations printed for their iafoniiaT,i<:/no    The result was a smooth 
transition into the us« of Tandem dialing,,    All the operators gained 
complete education of. corapitx idoaa bj  having them expressed in their 
own language and were able to -is.-iisl on^ ftnother in understanding these 
concepts 0 

(c)    Rccoirun-'. ndar.icn,:    In Vi.: [i-..<■ tj.liijatto.-.iS uhara r,-.w technical 
concepts are  intrcduced t "' Lt:<  Vi.-.Li.ameso v/orK-exs that a written 
Vietnamese translation hi- provided t:v help in explarjation and de- 
veloping ccmplote u..:d-:;rola^dui;j of Uioso corxsptso 

(3)     Gihie Cctecttono 

lullr^TT1^'    N'■-Ji■■V•,"■'      Ci^'-::£ Ac^e Uh^ ^* detection 
■Sb   bl     fv^1'.     eaUiig BTA ^ ■''•''■-'■ ^ yi-   ^V^ of .ab'lo is extremely 

i a'-e  fa id jv. ;ra.v ion - „  -  ^...-.^v ivyn.    This typs of equipment 
is net TO&E  co inany units -]>.!:• i-.Ave a Jui-ge caolH piant  rosponsibility 

(b.)    Evaliit.ti .;n:    IK- i...ifl;i1.;,n .>f' d.'v.ec.Licn equlpmnr.t   to TO&E can 
save a great amount of t.i!;e iu l-.x:atiog buried cable^,  spliceS;, and 

!/ 
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SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battalion (SPT)  for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969» 

damaged portions of cable to facilitate repair»    This equipment can 
also be used to determine the exact location of buried cable when 
engineers are digging in the viciniLy or heavy cons traction equipment 
will be operating in the area»    This availability of equipment will 
reduce greatly the hazard of having cable cut unexpectedly by con- 
struction crews, and will reduce the irianhours spent digging to locate 
areas of a cable that require work,, 

(c)    Recommendation:    That all  units with cable maintenance re- 
sponsibility be authorized cable detection equipment by MrO&E and 
that these units requisition as soon as justifications are submitted. 

Co    Training:    None,. 

do Intelligence: 

(1) Claymore Mine Emplacement.: 

(a) Observation: In many areas,, claymore mines are tied or 
fastened to engineer stakes as a means of securing the device« 

(b) Evaluation: The mine can still be reversed when secured to 
the stake, consequently, little prütection is offeredo Furthermore, 
the stake disintegrates on deU-nati.cn and creates a hazardous situ- 
ation towards the friendly forces 

(c) RecommendationJ That claymore pods be aimed and set in a 
cement base, precluding bot-h the above drawbacks^ 

(2) Weather Proof Burker-So 

(a) Observationss Ammunitloi:; and explosives stored in bunkers 
are subject to corrosion and moisture which may limit its eventual 
use, 

(b) Evaluation; Standard Lruw  bunkers^ constructed with wood, 
sandbags, PSP, etc. „ do not -JT'jrct complete weather protection for 
these vital stores» 

(c) Recommendation- That, a-aino bunkers be treated with a sealant 
material, Cement has been u:-;c.i suo cess fully in this areao 

sj-^:jr^.Tgi.v"^-:-"r^^..-?-rtf<n-r7lt<iBi    i milniil KHfcaWf ****"^** '■■ ^^^'■■"—-^^^ 
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SCCPV-NG-SS-OP 13 August 1969 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battalion (SPT) for 

Period Ending 31 July 1969c 

e.     Logistics: 

(1) Air Conditioners: 

(a) Observation:    The tactical air conditioners used at the Cam 
Ranh Bay Army Coiranunications Center were not able to cool the complex 
to the desired temperature during the hottest parts of the day» 

(b) Evaluation:    To keep the equipment from overheating,  there 
was a need to have a better control over the temperature during that 
period of the day when, ■the sun is the hottest« 

(c) Recommendation:    This problem Is greatly reduced when canvas 
canopies are placed far enough above the air conditioning units to 
allow free air flow yet protect the  units from the  sun.    Also,  effi- 
ciency can be further increa'sed by placement of units as close to the 
van as possible« 

(2) Corrosion; 

(a) Observation:    The bottom of the side rack brackets of M35A 
series 2 1/2 ton trucks rust faster than normal, 

(b) Evaluation:    The  brackets are'welded to the bed and form 
watsr traps.    Trapped water causes the rust« 

(c) Recommendation;    Drill one l/V' hole at the bottom of each 
side rack bracket to allow for drainage, 

(3) Generator Contamination: ' 

(a) Observation:    Generator failures often occur due to unsu- 
spected contamination of working parts anf fuel, 

(b) Evaluation;    Open generator access doors, circuit breaker 
boxes and especially, open fuel  storage containers often jeopardize 
trouble free operation, 

(c) Recommendation:    That all access apertures to internal areas, 
all circuit breaker boxes and all fuel containers be kept closed and 
that a well sealed fuel transfer system be a prime consideration, 

(4.)    Diesel Generator Preheater Switch: 

23 
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SGCPV^NC-SS~OP 13 August 1969 
ÜÜBJECT-;     Operationai Report of  t.hr.  7.ird oignnl Battalion (SPT) for 

Period Ending 3.1  July  1.969. 

(a) Observation:    During •'lij.y ;■■■.> a ting of the back-up generator 
on IILVJ   1B2,  it v/a« noticed t.h:iL   '..hs fuel  pump continued LO operate 
<)fi..      i/ii« genex'atoi  was shut dO/,n- 

(b) iivaliiativU-u The problem was explained to a skilled genexator 
repainmano The rö;cairr;an di.v.i..vv-, ,■■■'■■- t'n-it tlio heater switch was In the 
nigh  [..cjition^ th-äieb^ r^aasiiig tL.-? fuii p'Jflp T.O operate continuously. 

(c) ReconaaendatloüJ Due ;.■ t.ha fa;t that diesel preheaters are 
not used in this elimates, a ple'.-e of iriasking tape may be placed over 
the switch to insure that, it irill  not be inadvertently engaged» 

(5) Conexes: 

(a)     Obseri/ati./U,.    OJUCX .:cjita.LncX:3 and packaged iriaoex-ials shipped 
to distant sites^, are subject to unMrthorU-ed entry and pilfering; 
eventhongh,  secured vlt-h locks.. 

(,b)    Evaluation;    V.'he^ aatcdal   Is in transit and cannot be super- 
vised by responsible perKonnel,,  standard locks and other localized 
security devices are inadequate, 

(c)    RecciTaneudatiOiK    Gonews and othsr- containers should be banded 
as well as locked before  shipaent, is effected« 

(6) Materiel Security la-transit; 

(a) Obs-3rvation5    t-fe.ta-iiel pJa-ed on convey or sent through non- 
organic channel^ is  subject to latd^ misdirected or piece meal arrival 
at its desi.'inatioiic 

(b) &mTaatio.'i;    D'-ie to  ir^ vcluiie o£ intrn-theater siiipnientd, 
materiel integrity and accurate deployw.-.ru mi.st be insured by the units 
involvedo 

(c) Recommendatio:;.:    Attacb a:a e.v-irt when material   is shipped by 
non-organic transportatiOn»     Insu.:*   tnat the «socrt is familiar with 
the total content of the shlpiuent,   Uie planned routp of  travel and the 
identity of the receiving pactyt 

fo     Organisation-;    None« 

go    Others i    None,, 

2A 
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SCCPV-MG-SS-OP X3 AugUst 1969 

SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battalion (SPT) for 
Period Ending 31 JJ-y 1969, 

2 Incl 
1, Organizational Structure 
2. General  Order (truo opy) 
Incl   2 wd  HQ,   DA 

/LOUTS J. ZELEZNIKAR 
LTC,  SigO  .,..;      J 
Commanding 

DISTRIBUTION: 
2 - CG,  CINCUSARPAC, ATTN 
1   - CG, USASTPATCOM-PAC 
3 - CG, TJSARV,  ATTN: 
1   - CG, 1ST  SIG EDE (USASTRATGOM) ATTN: 
5 - CO, 21ST SIG OP, ATTN;     SCCPV-NG-OP 

GROP-DT, APO 96558 
, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii APO 96557 

AVHGC  - DST 
SCCVOP, APO 9638A 

, APO 9624-0 

^6" 
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SCCI-V-r-G-Crr    (13 .'-us 69)    1st Ind 
SUBJECT:    Cpürntional 'icpcrt cf 73.l Si -jr.l }j:.ttr:iion for Period 

Endinc 31 July 1969, ?vCS C3? 11-65) (HI) 

DA, HEL-JDrJiHTSS, 21ST SIGNAL nR'U?, A?'"   962^0      27 August 1969 

TC:    SEE DISIRIBITTICN 

1. Subject report is forwarded lAU 1st Signal Brigade Regulation 1-19. 

2, This hoadquaxtGrs has reviewed the basic report and concurs with 
the infomaticn contained therein with the following ^comments and/or 
exceptions: 

a.    ?rra 1c (1) and 1c  (2),  nage 8.    IJTS'S 3U20, 31L20, 31M20, 
and 51120 are shortage HÖS's    tliroughcut Group,    For this reason, 
particular care is taken to assure equitable distribution of personnel. 
Since 1 Au.; 69 there have been four 31J20»s assigned to the  73d Signal 
Battalion, which should assist in alleviating this shartage.    The auth- 
orized strength, shewn for HS 72C20 is in orrorj authorization is 52, not 
75. 

b0    Para le  (U),  page 9.    During the months of Hay and June, there 
was a marked decline in promotion allocations for all grades ji the 21st 
Signal Group received no -.iromoticn allocations for the grade S-7. 
During the new fiscal year i^omotion allocations should increase and 
the nunber of personnel on the Prcmoticn Standing L:'st should stabilize 
or decrease. 

c.    Para Id (1)   (d),  page 11.    The assignaent of system designators 
is the responsibility of the 1st Signal Prigade,    This headquarters has 
not yet received the designator as of 22 August 1969, 

^(o 
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SCCPV-Xi-CH'     (13 Aue 69)    Igt Iir1 

SüBJüCT: Cpcrationnl ricncrt of 13T)  Si;-,rial Br.ttalicn fcr Period 
Dndin:; 31 July 1969, RC3 C'3FCn-6^ (.:l) 

d.  Para 2a (1), page 19. Although some personnel rotate before 
awards are returned, this problem has been reduced by faster process- 
ing at all levels. 

./ A-^v. , CS i C">-~r 
TK(.,I'I/iS C. IIUSGRAfE 
Cclone1,   SigC 
Cctnmandin[: 

DlSSIBüTIONs     (1st Ind Cnly) 

6 ~ CG,  1st Sig Bdo, ATi'N:    SCCPV-CP, A?C    9638ii 
2 - AC3 FCR, DA, Washington, D.C.    20310 
1 - ?ilo 
5 - CO,  73D Signal Bn, APC    96312 

^7 
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SCCPV-OP-SD  (13 Aug 69)    2nd Ind 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of the 73rd Signal Battalion for Period 

Ending 31  July 1909, HCS CSF0fi-65 (R1) 

DA, HQ, 1st Signal Brigade   (USASTRATCOK), APO    963S4. 13 September 1969 

TO:    Conmanding General,  United States Anny Vietnam,  ATTN:    AVHGC-DST, 
APO   96375 

1. Subject report is forwarded in accordance with USARV Regulation  525-15. 

2. This headquarters has reviewed the report and concurs in it as indorsed 
with the following comments and/or exceptions: 

a. Paragraph 1c(l) &  (2),  page 8.    MOS's 31J,   31L,  31M,  51L and 720 
remain consistently short throughout the Brigade.     Input of these .MDS's 
continues at a slow rate of fill.    During the reporting period the overall 
posture of each of those MOS's has improved slightly in view of a continued 
upward trend of FST extensions and increased emphasis from higher head- 
quarters to effect a greater percentage of fill.    It is anticipated that the 
strength in these MOS's should remain stable within the next few months. 
With continued monitoring of assignments in each of the MOS's by CO,  1st 
Signal Brigade,  the 73rd Battalion and 21st Group should retain sufficient 
assigned personnel in each of the MOS's to effectively continue the mission. 

b. Paragraph 1G(3), page 9.    Personnel requisitions for the 73rd Signal 
Battalion are not monitored by this headquarters because the Group head- 
quarters consolidates requisitions for all assigned battalions.    Comment 
1c(3)  indicates a relatively stable personnel position as compared with 
other battalions in the Brigade. 

c. Paragraph 1c(4-), page 9.    Promotions to grade E-7 are not effected 
by this headquarters for each group.    Allocations are distributed to each 
group on a percentage basis.    21st Signal Group maintains promotion authority 
and promotes individuals based on cancelled requisitions and number of 
allocations received.    The  total E-7 allocations received by the Brigade 
during the reporting period has been loss than the previous period.    21st 
Group has received an equitable share of all E~7 allocations received, 

d. Paragraph 2d(l) & 2d(2), page 22.    Both recomraendations are 
measures that ar^ cuntained in publications on the subject of claymore 
mines and storage of ammunition. / 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

AT" 
>T. E 

XASTC, AGC 
7/   adjutant General 

-■ 

Jt ■ 
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AVHGU-ÜST   (13 Aug  69)  3d  Ind 
SUBJECT:     Cperational Report of   the  73d Signal Battalion   (3PT)  for Feriod 

Ending 31 July  1969,   RCS  C3F0R-65  (Kl) 

H«vADQUART/iRS,  WITED STATES ARMY,   Vlh.Tl.M'1,  APC  San Francisco    9^375       3 Qf 

THRU:     Cormtianding General,   United States Army Strategic  CoTiirv.mications 
Conmand-Facific, APO    96537 

TC: Commander in Chief,   United  States Army,   Pacific,  ATTN:     GFCP-DT, 
APO    96558 

1. This headquarters has  reviewed  the Cperational Report-Lessens  Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 31  July  1969  from Headquarters,   73d  Signal 
Battalion   (3PT). 

2. Comments follow: 

a. Reference  item concerning   "Switching Devices",   section  II,   page  19, 
paragraph   2b(l);   concur.     The  unit   is advised  that  this  recommendation   should 
be  submitted in  the  form of an LIR.    An ÜCCM representative  from  this head- 
quarters will  further evaluate   this  recommendation. 

b. Reference  item concerning   "Gable iJetection",   section  II,   page  21, 
paragraph  2b(5);   nonconcur.     Froper marking procedures  employed as   the cable 
is  buried  will   eliminate  the requirement'for cable  detection  equipment. 

c.     Reference  item concerning   "Conexes",   section  II,   page  24,   paragraph 
2e(5);   nonconcur.     The  sealing  of  containers,   to include conexes,   is  the 
responsibility of   the  shipper.     If a  lock  is cut  to  permit  pilferage,  a 
steel band will  not afford  significant additional protection.     Banding would 
provide  some additional  security if  the condition of  the conex allowed access 
to  the cargo witlnut breaking  the  lock.    A metal container  seal may he used 
to provide  evidence  of illegal  entry.     An  item pertaining  to   this  probiert' will 
be  included  in   the next USARV Transportation Newsletter.     No  further action is 
required by  this  or higher headquarters. 

FOR THE  CCMKAI-.DiiR: 

J 'k-u«.mi 

Cy furn: 
73c! Sig 3n 
1st Sig Bde 

c2<? 
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SCCP-OP (13 Aug 69) kth    Ind (U) 
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 73cl Signal Battation (SPT) 

Period Ending 31 July 1969 

■ 

Headquarters,   L),   S.   Army   Strategic   Communications   Command- 
Pacific,   APO   96557  2 1 OCr 1069 

TO:      Commander   in   Chief,   United   States   Army,   Pacific,   ATTN: 
GPOP-DT,   APO   96558 

1. Subject   report   is   forwarded   in   accordance   with   AR   525-15. 

2. This   headquarters   has   reviewed   and   concurs   with   subject 
report   as   indorsed. 

FOR  THE   COMMANDER: 

FRANK   C.   MAHIN 
COL,   GS 
Chief   of   Staff 

3o 
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GPOP-DT (13 Aug 69) 5th Ind 
SUBJECT:  Operational Report of HQ, 73d Signal Battalion (SPT) 

for Period Ending 31 July 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (Rl) 

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558  31CCT  69 

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department 
of the Array, Washington, D. C.  20310 

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF: 

<>■ A. TUCKER 
CPT. AGC 

ASST AG 

i 

3) 
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