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2 RAE/NZ (AMZAC) 8n 
NOI DÄP 
30 Kcv 60 

OPEiyaiON COOKTOTOJ ORC^gl) 
co^BjaTom^rioNS .atTER ACTION.EgpoKr 

Rofai A, 1 ATP SOP Annox B, Appendix 4. 
B. 1 ATP Op Infltr 13/68 (Op COOEPOTOI OROHIl)) of 25 Ifa» 60, 
C.' 2 BAR Op 0 7/68 (Op COOKTOWN ORCHID) of 2912Ü0H llnr 60. 
D, C Cojr 2 BAR OpO 1/68 dated 30 Mar 68. 
B. 7 Coy 2 BAR OpO 1/60 dated 2 Apr 68. 
P. C Sgn 1 Axnd Hegt OpO 1/68 dated 4 Apr 68. 
G, W Coy 2 RAR OpO 1/68 dated 4 Apr 68. 
H. A Sqn 3 Conr Re^t OpO l/60 dated   Apr 68. 
I. Map TOBSm, L 0015 Slieeto 6429i I and IV, 6430^II-Sff, 6430- 

II-SE Edition 2 AUS 1t25tOOO. 

HaTfl end TYPO of Qporatlon 

1.' Operation COOEKOT ORCIUI), a sorloa of oonpoxty group ^ )or-.tior»ü, 
oonduoted by 2 RAR whioh oonfllatod of i 

a. Räoonnalaaanoe In Force operations. 
b. Land Clearing operations. 
o.      Aabush patrolling. 
d.     Minefield olenring operations. 

Dq^oa of Opeffft^oH 

2« Comenced 0100001t Apr 60, texninatod 241200H Apr- 6o. 

Ljasääsa 

3. See Annex F attached, Unit and Sub-Unit Area of Operations. 

4* Hq i ASP. 

Mkämäuttm 
2 RAR with 

a.      In DLreot SaTOort 

Renaining in DS 
In US fron 010000II 

- 106 Pd Bty 4 Pd Best. 
- One H13 161 (indop) Rooco Pit. 
- Additional HI3 ao as rjqulrod. 

b.      Pndor Oporationnl Control 

Fran 010000H Apr 66 -   Auet Land Clearing Teao rcinforoel 
by Rone Floafi^s fxon 34 ('JS) Bngr Op. 

.   Conbat Bngr Toons 1 Pd Sqn. 
-   Suoh olna of C Sqn 1 Aiud Regt and 

A Sqn 3 Car Bogt as «ore required 
for eaoh operation. 

Details of the taak organisation for eaoh separate oenpany group 6. 
operation is given in para 17« 

7. Irmur 

TOPOTRO 
66x033 

Tyikp 

-'>■ 



(1) In Oporetion COOKPOW ORCHU) I a troop of t.-mka, aupportcd 
by a platoon of infantry nountod in M100 vohloloo v,cro used to 
oloar tlirouch on area for land olooring oporaticno.    Tho rxoa, 
oooording to Intolllgonco was suppoflod to bo Icavily ninod \rith 
M16 onti-porsoimol nino8i   No uinos v/oro onoemtcrod ond tho 
route xtaa oloorod auccossfully. 

(2) C Sqn 1 Jtaad Rogt, supportod by T7 Coy 2 RiK nnd a tp of 
A Sqn 3 Cav Rogt \7Dro uaod to oondnot a   roconnriasai-icü in force 
operation (Op 0OOKTO\7N ORCHID IV).    Thin wao the tint infantry 
/tank/APC rooonnaiasanoe in force operation conducted by 1 AZr 
and was successful.   Uoohaniocl breakdowns and t.mk rcfuollin^' 
tluoa tended to restrict tho hours of operation.    Hov/cvor tho 
task was oonplotod in tho tine allotted. 

(3) A tank was" used to tow a hoavy chain nat tc dotonr.to a 
ninofield of U16 anti-porsonnol nines during Oporatian COfKTOVflr 
ORCHID V.    This was not successful aa the detonation of t'.o 
nines oonsistontly oaused nlnor donogo to the tonl: -siC. the 
operation waa tomlnated on tho second day« 

• 
(4) A troop of tanks oupportod A Sqn 3 Cav Rogt and S Coy 2 RAR 
durine Operation COOEPOTOI ORCHID VI, a rooonnaiasanoe in force 
operation.    In this operation tho tanks wore narginally offectivo 
duo to tho thiok nature of tho vegetation and noolionical 
breakdown. 

b.     APCa.    APCs v/oro used for tho folloiring tasks« 

(1) Qporqtion OOOKTOTOI ORCHID Ii 

(a) Road oonvoy protootion. 

(b) Land Clocring Teem protection. 

(0)    Carriogo of troops fron 1IUI IUS! to operational area. 

(2) Operation COOICTüM ORCHID 17 

(a) Corriago of a rifle oonpany supporting C Stm 1 /and 
Rogt in a reconmiosanco in foroo  operation. 

(b) Carriago of troops to and fron the oporntional area 
fron HUI DAT. 

(3) Operation COOIgPq'.TK ORCHII) ,VI 

(a) Cai'riago. of a rifle oonpany in on APO/infoiitiy 
reoonncissanco in force operation. 

(b) Carriago of troops to and fron the operational nroa. 

In all operations tho AFCa worked efficiently and well. 

0. masEL 
Support was offioiant. 

9* Itudnoera 

a. Spooially proporod Australian bulldozers and Anerioan Roue 
ploughs oonduotod land clearing in Operation COOKTCW ORCHID I 
affioient]?'. 

b. Conbat engineer toans were used in Operation C00KT0T71T ORCHID I, 
IT, and 71 for tho destruotion of cnony installations located and the 
oloaranoe of nines and booby traps.   As noxnal these toons worked 
efficiently. 

• 



^j o.     A ocDbat onglnoor teon wofl used to opon and oloso ggpt in tho 
rainofiold fonoo during Opopation COOETOrai ORCHID V. 

d.     Enginoor r.iini tonns vroro oupj-oyod vdth omd olononto tliroughout 
the oporatlonfli 

10. Aylfltion 

a.      161 (inCav) lUooa Fit.    Support vra« offlolont. 

bt     Ü3 Amy Aviation.    CH47 holioopters noro usod throu^iout the 
operations ooriying fuol to tho aruourod olononto -aid ouginoor plant. 
As usual this support waa punctual and offioiont. 

0,     9 San Mtf«   Rocupply of oonponios nas oopably oarriod out durinc 
tho operations. 

laiüüißsass. 
11. The enory situation in AD BDnCTHIiy was aa glvon in Annex A to roforonoo 
3,   See also Annex P to tills report. 

12. Details of onery oontoota and finds ore given in sub '.mit operational 
analysis attaohod. 

13. The operational area consisted sooondaiy Jungle, area£ of leu scrub, 
paddy fields and sand dunes. 

14. The weather mvs noinly hot and hunid. 

Mission 
15. The mission given to 2 RAR by KQ 1 ATP TOO to oonpletc the tasks given 

to 2 RAR in AO BURGDItiK. 

16. 2 RAR deduced nlasion woaf    As a follow-up to Cp FINITAROO 2 RAR was to: 

a. Coxry out land clearing oporaticrs in area centre of nnos YS 
46O55O in accordance with priorities previously glvon to 1 W San 
by Cond 1 ATP. 

b. Clear tho nines between the nultiple concertina fences freu 
HlRSBSHCB mil YS 496617 to the coastlino at YS 525538. 

c. Destroy VC installations located by 1 ATP durinc; Op PEWAROO 
in AO BDRGDIimr. 

d« Recce in force in LIGHT GREEN, centre of nass YS 540570. 

b. Recce in force In LONG GREEN,  centre of nass YS 56O6OO. 

f. Conduct intenalve patrols in 2 RAR Patrol AO. 

g. Conduct cordon and search ops within AO as directed l-y HQ 1 ATP. 

CofWQfft of OyKMong 

17« The operation von to bo conducted as a series of oonourror.t coupnny 
group operations during the period 1-30 April as follows: 

a.     Op C00EE0WN ORCIHD I.   Land oloaring operation in aroa centre of 
nass YS 46O550 fron 1-30 Apr.    See Annex P - Area 1.   The initial task 
organisation far this operation was as follows t 

(l)    C Coy 2 HAR with: 

(a) Under Cond - one nor soot 
- throe conbat ongr toc;na 

(b) In 16     - one H13 161 (indop) Roooo Fit 



(o)   Undor Op Control -   ono tp A Squ 3 Cav Ho/.-t 
•   two nor JlPCs 
•>   throo on^r ninl tc:na 
-   Mat land oloariiv: tocsn oltlj olns 

US land oloaring t m midor op ocntrol 

(2)   Cond.     OC C Coy 2 HAR. 

b. Cp COOK^QTOr Ol^Clgl) II.   Intoneivo patrolling in ÜD BWlOÖBW Korth 
of Kouto 23 during period 1-7 Apr.   Tliia oporation woa to be plceiilBd 
and oonductod by OC A Cay using A Coy 2 RLR, 

c. Op CCOKTOT/IT OaCHID III.    Intonaivo aubush potrollinc in 2 PuU 
Patrol ID out to Lino AWA during poriod 3-30 Apr.   Tlla op me to bo 
plonnod and oonductod by OC V Coy uainc V Coy 2 RAR. 

d. OP COOKTOraT ORCIff]) IV.    Roooo in Poroc in LICHT GREEN oor.tro   .f 
nass ra 540570 during poriod 6-9 Apr.   Soo Annox P Aroa 3.   Safik 
organisation ims to bo: 

(1) C Sqn 1 Amd Rogt with: 

In DS -   one 1113 161 (indop) Rooco nt 

Under Op Con -   ono tp A Sqn 3 Cav Rc^fc 
- W Coy 2 RAR 
- two ooubat ongr toono 

(2) Operation was to bo planned and oonductod tyr CC C Sqn 1 Arud 
Rogt. 

o.      Op OCQETOTTK ORCMD Y.    Clooronoo of tho ninoo bctTOon the ;iultiplo 
oonoortino fonoos fvon IIOHSESHCE Hill YS 496617 to tho ootu-'tlino   YS 
525530«    During tho poriod 10-20 Apr.   Task organisation v/as to bo« 

(1) W Cpy witlu 

Under Op Con -   tp C Sqn 1 Amd Rogt; 
- 3 x H103 A Sqn 3 Cov Ro^t 
- ono oonbat on^r torn 

(2) Tho oporotion was to bo plonnod and oonductod by OC V Coy. 

f.      OP COOKTOTOf ORCIHD YI.   Itoooe in Ibroe in LONG CSMIS, oontre of 
nass YS 560600 or oonplotion of Op COOKTOTHI ORCHID IV.   Tosl: organisation 
was to bet 

(1) A Sqn 3 Car Regt with« 

In DS -   one HI3 161. (indop) Reooo Fit 

Under 0^ Con -   ono tp C Sqn 1 Amd Ho-jt 
- B Coy 2 RAR 
- ono oonbat ongr toon. 

■ 

(2) Tho oporation was to "bo planned and oonductod by CC A Sqn 
3 Cov Rogt. 

g>     Separate operations wore to bo nountod at a lator dato if tasks 
■   . givun in para 210. and g. wore still nooessoxy after Cp COOKTOOT ORCHID 

I-VI. 

iMHiii 
18» Op OOOFCronN ORCHID I prooodod as planned.    C Coy wore relieved by 
T7 Coy on 18 AprI    1 AHU roliovod-W Coy on 22 Apr to release \7 Coy for Op TOAIT THANG. 
For dotalls soo Operational Analysis by OC C Coy and V/ Coy attached. 

19» OP COOKTOWW ORCKID II was oonduotod aa planned.    Ops wore oxtondod 
until 17 Apr.   .At YS 525626 at 2000 lirs on 10 Apr 1 PI A Coy oontaotod 3 VC resulting 



in 1 VG KIA. 
.ittaohod. 

Thoro wore no frlondly oaflualtiea.   Ho Operation iVnoJyais ic 

20. Ori COOKTOTflJ OnCIID 1,11 uofi oonduotod as plannod but w.^ tuminatod 
on 23 Apr to roloaso V Coy for Op TOiUI TIIANG,    Soo attaohod Operation /jialyoi« 
by 00 V Coy. 

21. On COOICTOBN ORCHID IV vaa oonduotod oa planned.    Soo Cpcratirn 
AnaJLyoia by OC C Sqn 1 Amd Host gubnittod soparatoly. 

22. Op C00KT0VCT OIICIIII) V woe torninatod on 12 Apr after oonsictont riinor 
dnnaco to the tank by detonation of Ml6 nines. 

23. Ov COOKTOViN ORCIgD YI was conducted os planned.    Soo attached 
Oixiration Analysia by 00 B Coy. 

24. One cordon and soaroh operation woa oonduotod by \7 Ccy on oonplotion 
cf Op COOKTOrar OnCIED V eating on infornation givon by Dot 1 Div Int Unit.    Tldö 
op waa oensidored neat auocosaful by Dot 1 Div Int Unit.    Soo V Coy Cpcrrtion 
/jiolysia attaohod. 

25. OiMrntion C0C1CPCW ORCIHD wqa tominated on 23 Apr to roloaao 2 2& 
for Op TOiUI THMO, 

26. For detailed acquonoo of ovonta and rosulta aee Sub Urit Operation 
biolysis attaohod. 

Conruyi^ora Analyaia 

27. Thia typo of operation ia neat intoroatinß for battalions to bo glvon. 
Tlio sorioa of oonpany sized toslas OIIOVTB oonpany oonemdora the ohnnoc to conduct 
oonpony cproup oporations in a glvon tino frorio.    In addition where %bo going for 
/J?Ca and tanks was oensidored on inportont factor squadron oonnanciers r/cio given 
tlio task of planning and oonduoting the operation.   The degroo of cooperation 
on those oporations ahomd tlio groat posaibllitiea of APC/tank/infanti^- grouping 
and should be uaed nore often.    It ia censidorod tlmt strike force of JiPC/lnfantiy 
ooy with aono tanka ooiüd bo or.ployod on nany auch c;TeiM,tions North of lioutn 23 
whera speed and intomel fii'o support uro required.   This typo of force OCJI bo 
nountod quickly.   It is not absolutoly essential to have ortillozy firo support as 
this can bo provided by tan*:3 end nortnrs.    The phasea of tho opcrationo which 
involved cooperation vdth omoured olononts wore oxtronoly gratif^'ing and thia typo 
of operation should bo repeated. 

Annexes; A. 
B. 
C 
D. 
E. 
F. 
P. 

Distribution 
Cond Dlaiy   (3) 
Hie (l) 
HQ 1 J1TF       (11) 

Mliieutoiimt Colonel 
Contianclin" officer 
2 RAR/NZ (/J3AC) Bn 

B Coy Operation Analysis 
C Coy Operation Analysis 
V Coy Operation Analysis 
W Coy Cporation Analysis 
\7 Coy Operation Analysis 
v7 Coy Operatiou Analysis 
Unit and Sub Unit Operation Areas and Enory Situation. 



▲TOBC-BB-H   (3 Jun 68)   1st Ind 
SUBJBCTi    Coidsat Operations After Action Beporta 

Mt B) II FFORCBV, APO Son Francisco 96266    gg JUN 1968 

TOi   Aasiataat Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Amor, Washington, D.C. 20310 

1.   Subject report is forwarded*. 

2«    This headquarter« has reviewed the attached After Action Report of the 
1st Australian Task Force, Operation Cooktovn Orchid, and concurs with it* 

FOR TBS COHKABBBRi 

(JlWuC 
WARREN J.  MÄlJSH 
CPT. AGC 
Asst Ad / 

. 



A TO 2 RAR 

// 
S3ü   W'rf(' 

rioN 
  3N HEPOM 

OF OOOKfOTO OHCKIP" 

3ÜB UBIT QPEIL'JTON ANALYSIS 

1 Sub unit    l B COY 2 RAH 
2 Onorction i COOKTOV71I OUCIHD VI 
3 Cgqqandar « 27330 Maj WC CARTER 
4 Puration   « 12 Apr 60 - 16 Apr 68 

5£ i    To conduct a roooiuialsssnca In force in AO BURGUNDY. 

6 3oQ\ymce of evente» 
Apr   120700     -     Mount APC 

120930     ■     Force concontrntoa In assy area 
(US5057) 

121000     >     Leading elma cross SB.« 
I614OO     m     Reconnaissance ocmploto. 

7 CS>PP99J.U9n 0f F9r99« 

Ebrce commander 
Force 
in DS 
under op con 

I    OC A S(P 3 CAV REGT 
1    A SQN 3 CAV RBGT (-) 
i    Ono H13, 161 Recoo Fit. 
1    Ono tp C Sqn 1 ijnad Regt* 

Two tk doaora C Sqn 1 Aznd Regt. 
One ARV and one fitters voh C Sqn 
1 Arnd Regt« 
One sect Aslt Fnr PI 2 RAR. 
One mini toon 1 Fd Sqn RAB. 
B Coy 2 RiÄ vdth FO Party Tnd MFC, 
One sect Uor PI 2 R>\R. 

a. 

äUUf* A 

Ccaantuid   t 
The-oporotion was conunanded tliroughout by 

OC A SQjr 3 CAV REGT.    The Inf Coy Cond moved with the 
Amd cond except for ono phase vhich v/aa basically 
infantry terrdn t/hon coy corad movod on foot.    I 
donsidor tho connnnd arrangcuont was the best possible 
for a force of this kind, in the type of terrain 
encountored. 

b.      ^jlTI^Ji    > 
Tho LONG GREEN at this time of bhe year is very 

dry and oxcopt for   patches of thick undergrowth or 
long gra3G Is suitable for mounted operations.    The 
excoptlon to bo preoooding is tho aroc in MS 566O1 
5760,   3861  which is thick scrub, through which veh 
□ovoment io slow and oumbersono. 

o';      Carriaii» of Infantry    t 
Tho Inf sootions wore all at a strength of 8 and 

oaoh pi HQ has a strength of 3 plus on some ocoassions 
2 efllt prrs.    This made a total of 31 to be carriod by 
a scotion of APC19.    This strength is nomal for operations. 
Some difficulty wefi experienced in fitting a platoon 
on to a section c£ APC's for the following reasons:- 

(l)    Rations and oqpt for APC crews is carriod 
in the body of the vehicle and MOT stored on 
shelves'.    This was oorroctod during the op but 
principle mutt be established that the body of 
tho vehicle belongs to tho infantry. 
(s)    The inffiutiy had large packs which ennnct be 
worn whilst uoantod.    This difficulty can bo ovorocno 
with oxporionoo in loading. 

,/Tho M113 



/* 

. 

(3) Th« U113 ia dtaignod to carry 10 inf -^lua 
•qpt and the platoon atrangth of 31 ozoaods this 
oapaoily.    I\itur» operationa of thla naturo I 
oonaldax that aaotlona oould be reduced to 7 men 
without loaa of effective fire poaor. 

(4) Die infantry were oazrlad Inside the APC 
except for the 1C number in the section.    Ho 
t»veiled standing «llh wuapona at the ready in 
oaie of contact,    I ooneider it morn impoztant 
for the MG number to be orientated and infornod 
of the whoroaboutB of the onoray than the seotlon 
oonnander.    MG numbera woro flack .iocketa and 
steel holmots for protection, 

(5) Infantry muat be given frequent rests outside 
the APC to overcome the affect of h ;at and motion 
alokaaaa, 

<:     DLamounted movement auBi-ortad by Aimoun 

Some early problems «ere encountcx-od by both Arms «hon 
infant^* wore diaJaounted and roro moving infront of the 
armour.    Some of thoso aie Hated,  I would emphoise however 
that bll were due to lack of oxperienoo and wore quickly 
and aatisfoctorlly rectified by mutual dlaouscion- 

(1) Difficulty was experienced in thick country 
when armour moving in thd zoar pushing over trees 
caused some anxious moments to infantry clearing 
to the front.    Bile waa owmsoume by both forces 
moving in bounds,  the armour being controlled either 
by the Infantry oosd In Inf pl/APC seat operations 
ox by aarormour rep dismounted In inf coy/ATC Tp 
operations. 
(2) Some ecrly problems wore experienced by 
axmoured seotlon oommandora in mariylng up with 
infantry on each bound.    Thie was qtalokly overcome 
by moving In short bounds and by the usu of infantry 
guides on one occasion. 

(3) Noise made by vehicles puahing through thick 
scrub also raised some problema when infantry and 
armour tried to move at thu same Urne,    Infantry 
aoouta were dlatrootod by nolao and would have bean 
unable to hoax any noise made by   anemy oowlag, 
Oils was alao overoome by moving in bounds      Thin 
problem also arose «hen the Hi 3 was used during 
the "Infontjy leading" phase     Onoo the Hi 3 hed 
oonnleted its task It was sent out of the area to 
overcome this problem. 

•.      Mobility» 

Die degree of aeazoh during the operation Was infinitely 
greater than that achieved by on Infantiy force.    The increased 
mobility allowed auch acre ground to be aoorohod.    Greater 
speed of movement «as achieved however stealth mu^t bo 
aaorlficdd and the likelihood of contact with samll groups 
auch oa the ''caretaker force" thought to exist In the aroa 
la greatly decreased. 
f.      Plrepower» 

A force of thla nature can develop tremendous firepower 
against a force of enemy infontiy.    Artillery and mortar OF 
«as fired each evening around the harbour aroa     The 
potential of the UUnUUlOH firing canister supportod by the 
oavaligr and infontiy «oapono supported in de-ith by artillery ' 
and mortars aakoa a force of thla nature more than formidable« 

.. ./Comsunications i 
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I* 
An inf/amour/oavoliy n«t ms •stabilahsd and ao a 

»suit no difficulty In oomaunioatlons b«t*a«n arras was 
sxptxienosd.   Hodio iiagtotm ax* attaahdd at inn« A. 

Ifafortunatsly great difficulty In keening the tcnlcs 
mobile «a« oxporienoed.    Willst not qualified to enter 
teohniool discussion on this oatter it ma a^^paxent that the 
M113 vehlole is more suited to operations of this nature than 
«as the Centurion tank.    Zho value of the fire->cm;r of the 
Centurion would have to be weighed against'the care and time 
required to novo theu through sand and aoxub. Psriinps a light' 
gun mounted on the 1(113 could prove o sotlafactory eubstitute, 

$. ConoluBif»ir 

A force of thin nature la of great value to mount operatlonfl 
in open or lightly tiobexed terrain and I can think of any number of onorationa 
«hero it could bo uaed to produoo a bettor result than an infantry force 
operating on its owi.    Oioro Is a requirement for much greater ecrhasis on 
infantiy/axmoui/oavaliy training in iUSTSALIA to achieve a higher undorstonding 
of the problems encountered.    Many of the problems «hioh were "ironed out" on 
the first day of the operation would not have arisen had previous training 
been possible.    Ohis applies at all levels.    I would like to emphasise th?.t I 
do not consider operations of this nature ore likely to produce contact with 
small parties of VC however I think th«y ore of value for xeoomaissonoe of 
knom br-se areas and for reaction to VC haxxasaidg operatLone     To sum up 
good fun and a valuable exnorlenoe at -ai levels.    For the moat part beats 
walking. 

W K   CAREER 

OC B Coy 2 RAfi 

nils ma a valuable experience for both the APOs and infnntiy.    I concur with 
OC B Ooy oooment« on oontaot of such a grouping with amall parties of VC. 
Die nolae level la fax too high, however on more epeoiflo targets against 
larger groups of eneocr thia force coor'oaitlcai muld be invaluable.   Bie 
oomenta en APC atomge ax* valid end ahould be oheoked pexiodioally.   AFC 
ores* tend to oariy much more than normal ooobit requlxementa. 

.• 
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mjmtouti 
M 

WTEi   Thlt Mi tujmi 1* Inf/Tnk/ltPC «nviriitlen only.  APCt uitd Intvntl troop or section 
«tti for Intwnd tnMte. 

FWCC CM «T 

t^tfcf^      ^s** 

KOTE:   Thlt nit n* UMd u IMM of puolng Infonttlon froa wbiinltt of foreo to hlghir HQ. 
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f .jnisc B TO 2 HUi 
0(aCB/.T OFER'.TIONS 
/JPTQl ACTION liEPORT 
OP cooKTorar ORCHID 

C COY SUB UBIT OPERATIOIf AWiLYSIS 

1. SPB m      C Coy 2 SAS. 

2. CCMUimBR     335121 MaJ C.E. V/ILLI^S. 

3. OPER.VTIOII W/JaE     COCKTOVflT OROTID OTffi. 

4. gnUTIOW   1 - 18 Apr 68. 

5. onrtiiBE fli SOB DHIT MäSB 

a. 3ho nisiion given to the coy grour ms to conduct Itmd clearing 
operation« In the aroa botwoon Beute 44   Route 326 and tho LOiTG IL'J 
Mountain Coailez (Centra of UOM YS 460530) in aocordanoo with the 
following priori ties 1 

(l)     Priority One 

(a) Clear the nrao fioia YS 439541 to YS 493533. 
(b) Clear a lane 200 metro« Triple along the oceok line 
from YS 482549 to YS 472540. 

(0)     Cloar a lane 200 metro* wide froo TAK FH0ÜC (YS 456574) 
- YS 470540 - YS 477523 - YS 491521. 

(d) Cloor the line of the StJOI HTT 'SSLBR from YS 462550 
to YS 475568. 
(e) Clear the line of the SUOI TRK from YS 459560 to 
W 469569. 

(2)'    m^fr ^9- 
(a) Tu oloar a lana clang the NORTH 'TESTERN fcoo of tho 
NUI Bi roilC foature from YS 456572 to YS 435551. 
(b) To clear a lano between NUI HOITG OHONG and NUI SIEN 
3A from YS 440523 to YS 462549. 

(3)     Priority Three     Prlarity Oiree taeko wore to olor.r liic 
oreaa remaining botweon tho Priori 1y One out« 

b. The Company grouping for the operation was   a« follows 1 
C Cay 2 Sftft. 
1 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt« 
i'OJST Land Clearing Team (12 z B8 bulldoeere). 
Elements CS Land Clearing Team (5 z Rome Ploughs), 
One Cootlon Mortar PI 2 BöR. 

v H13 l6l Roooo Fit (in B6) 

6. SEgjarcB OF EVEwra 

*.       Serial Bato _ Bveot   

1. 1 Apr 68 Uovwosnt of ooy gp from NUI r;T to PSPB 
HERRIMG (YS 492551) I B Coy 3 RVR relieved 
in PSPB HERRING. 

2. 2 « 3 Apr 66   Load clearing operations completed in area 
of YS 490540. 

3. 5 Apr 68- Advance Baso GLORIA established »t YS 471541. 
PSPB dismantled. 

4. 6-10 Apr 68     S0ÜTHEEN land clearing completed fram 
YS 471541 «. YS 478523 - YS 491521. 

/I 

/wwffx S 



  

k 
5»     11-17 Apr 68      NOMHERM Oat comrlotod from YS 471541 - 

W 456575. 
6.      18 Apr 68 C Coy 3»li«vod by W Coy 2 HAH at GLOHIA. 

b. 
(1) 7H fff Tnffln^W     ^t wu generally found beat by day to employ 
one rlatoon In the protection of the base camp;  one   latoon 
giving intioate protection to the day'« clearing operations and 
the reaoinlng platoon -atrolling and roaaining overnight in the 
area to be worked on the day following,    fy night lue to the eise 
of the base oonr, tm plotoons irere found necessary for the 
defonco of aoniA, 

(2) üfe of GBfflUB     1 ^r A ^o 3 Cav Regt were used extcmsively 
on the following tasks t 

(a) Movonont of infontiy to and from the ilays cutting face. 

(b) Protection of the land clearing bulldosers. 

(0) Ready roaotion force (with one nlatoon) for Inoidenta 
oocuring anjmhore along ttn outs, 
(d)     Escort of the numerous oonvoys of engineer storas 
aiid water neoossary for Hie o-eration. 

(3) Pss Pf Air     She H13 was used extensively by Riginoer, 
oavaliy and Infontiy coouonders to chock the day's.cut and to 
reconnoitre tho aroa to bo covorod on the following dny.    As 
ths dl stance botnoon the catting fdoe tyid tho base caa-' inoroased,'. 
the Hi3 was used to provide air cover for tho,daily uov. forward 
of Uio hjavy ^lopt. 

(4)   AUK 
(•)     Bie initial assossment of tho onony prior to the 
operation was that VC in up to squad size could be oncountered. 
In addition several VC base campe ind ninofleide wura 
ro- ortod as boing in tho area as a result of Operation 
PIBNAfiOO. 

(1) Contacts, findings and incidents 1-18 Apr 68 T7,re 
as follawai 

(I) On 3 Apr at O150H PSPB HERRING rooeived ar rox- 
laately 20 rounds of 60ma mortar from a base - late 
position in tho vioinily of 18 490560.    Ihoro vras no 
casualties and no damage to vehicles. 

(II) On 7 Apr 68 ono VC was cootacted at YS 475535, 
resulting in one AUSTOALIAN WIA (not ev-ouatod), 

(ill) On 7 A^r 68 and again on 11 Apr 68, tho land 
clearing buildosers dotonatsd Ml 6 mines in tho cro;k 
buds at YS 472538 and YS 463550.    A total of four 

* minos ware dotonatod.    Oho blast shields fitted to the 
bulldozers -rovod to ho effootlve and no casualtios 
rosulted to Personnel or equi-nont.    Iho aines had 
been in position for some time rrior to land 
clearing operatlono commencing, it appeared. 

(iv)    On tho 13 Apr 68 a small VC baso camp was 
located in the creek bank dt YS 459560.   Hie oamp 
oonsipted of three bunkers.   In the omr was found 
a K50 sub machine gun and several tins of documents. 
lb» camp shewed ste» of having been hastily 
•vwaatod possibly Aus to artillery used early that 
dav. 

.../ftro VC 

m 



n 
(v)     Two VC DA wart looatad In tiio aroa iauodlatoly 
SOtHH of TAU JBOQC during the pwdod 14-16 Apr 68. 
3h»so are thought to hav« roeultad froc early oontacte 
during Operation PHWABOO. 

(vi)   In addition «overal baeo nomg» wore located along 
the lines of the SÜOI TDK and SUOI BOT IHIOT.    All 
had been previouely looatad by friendly force« and 
offoetivoly etruok by air« 

7«       Proa the oonrany ?oint of view OPEHATIOlf GOOXUXNS ORCHID ONE woe 
ooneiderod to have been veiy euoceeeful ■ eepaoiolly as the land clearing 
oonoept wae relatively new within 1 AIF at the tine and ooniequently in the 
initial ■togei infantiy pi-ooedurow had to be worked out from day to day. 

Etagineer dally targote ware generally net and an nony oooaeione exoooded« 
The only -robleu encountered by either engineers or the ooarany were those 
of internal odainlBtratlan.    Die need to have auffiel ant APCa to - rovldo 
intlaeto support, escort duties and as a ready reaction foröe to counter 
•bruohfire' contacts, osreoiolly where the land clearing derations r.ro 
«rtenslv», cannot be over eaphasised. 

C E WILLIAMS 
Mad 
OC C Coy 2 RAÜ 

Z concur with above. 
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V Coy HNm 
2 RAM<Z(ANZAC)Ba 
NÜI DAI 

ftp 68 

32.2 

2 UI0B(lllUC) Btt 

are m SMMMHM tfiHBHB 
Itopst     L8015 Shaet 6l|30 IH SB 

1. YCoy, 2BJitftZ(AlBIC). 

2. Itaj BIA Wormop, BNZIR. 

3. Oparctioo COODDW ORCHID HI, 

W,     3 - 2t Apr 68. 

3.    OtttHm cf H TMitt. 

••   So aoaAiot IsbMUlT« pttrolllag in *• 2 RÄl IAOR, 

to.   ID soravwt VC vximmvH trom »A LONG to WJIBH Hill*. 

ReMork». 8Md*l  DirUAlJ» Looatlon ■Mrt 

1. 0317J0 HttLDat o/» 51 >*t by 1ICV 

2. 031800 lluiD»t o/a 52*53 «nd 53A laft 
Iqr TCV. 

3. 031823 IB 403647 Loostrt O/B 51 

4. Q51>30 » 405646 
t 

Ml MibUBh «rtb by 
«•• 53. 

5. 0319li5 IB M1636 Hi wtraah BBtb by 
O/B 52. 

s 6. 03» 9W 18 406637 HI «fcuah poaa «atb 
by O/B 53A. 

7. 032310 IB 38067V Loo of O/B 51. 

8. 010640 18 406644 O/B 53 «ad 53A in 
a^rpoHi. 

9. own? 18 4.14.654. O/B 52 in toy posa. 

10. 010736 TO 380674 O/B 31 BOVB out ttom 
ni loo to ooBBionoe 
prtroUing too thUlB 
BBBt  Of RUl DlBh fOBtttTB. 

11. 04*020 

x a 

TO 379668 O/B 51   BBfeb BI*UBh 
pom fbr day and ni 
4/5 Apr. 

/^ 
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12. 041920 ^S 411656 c/a 32 In nl anbuah poan. 

13. 041927 YS «tföiiß c/a 53 In nl anbuah poan. 

14. 041928 YS W4638 c/a 53A In nl anbuah poan. 

15. 050643 Y3 411651 
YS i|056it4 

c/a 52 In day poan. 
c/a S3 and 53A In day poan. 

16. 051210- 
051W) 

c/a 51 move fron YS 379668 
to 380661 to 381658 and «atb 
anbuah poan for night 5/6 
Apr. 

17. 051930- 
052015 

Pi ptla aatb nl ambushes att 
c/a 52 . YS 411656 
c/a 53 - YS 405646 
c/a 53A.  YS 404638 

18. 052223 YS i<0if638 c/a S3A contact with 10-12 
vc. 

See Annex A, 

19. 060710 YS 4I4667 c/a 52 In day poan. 

20. 060715 YS W4638 c/a 53 Joined up with 53A. 

21. 061330 ftilDat c/a 53 returned by TCV. 

22. 061727 YS i|04640 c/a S3A In nl anbuah poan. 

25, 061730 NulDat c/a 52A departed by TCV. 

24. 061845 YS 3826V7 c/a 51 In nl anbuah poan. 

25. 061910 YS ii096L8 c/a 52A In nl anbuah poan. 

26. 061930 YS if1l656 c/a 52 In nl poan. 

27. 07061^ 
070730 

PI ptla In day poan att 
c/a 51    - YS 381648 
c/a 52 and 52A . YS 411651 
c/a S3A - YS 405642 

28. 071855- 
071930 

PI ptla eatb nl anbuah poana 
at 
c/a 51 - YS 382647 
c/a 52 . YS 415654 
c/a S2A — YS 404647 
c/a 53A - YS 406635 

29. 080615- 
080700 

PI In day poan att 
c/a 51    » YS 382647 
c/a 52A, 53A - 405642. 

30. 080850- 
081020 

YS 3826V7 c/a 51 nove to YS 377640. 

31. 08090C ::ui. Dirt c/a 52 returned on foot. 

32. 081837 NulDat c/a 53 departed by TCV for 
AO. 

33. 081830- 
081945 

PI ptla In nl anbuah poana att 
c/a 51      .    YS 379638 
c/a 52A   .    YS 408649 
c/a 53      -    YS 405646 
c/e 53A   -    YS 405638 

I* 



Illjl II 

3k,    090610- 
090706 

X,    091825- 
0919W 

Pis in day loos at: 
o/s 51   -   YS 3776J9 
o/s 52A -   YS 410650 
o/s 53 and 53A. - Y3 i|056it4. 

PI ptl estb ni antushss 
ati 
o/s 51   -  ra 379638 
o/s 52A - YS 411656 
o/s 53 - YS W)4647 
o/s 53A -   YS i»03639 

36. 100635- 
100600 

Pis in day loos at: 
o/s 52A -   YS 41065Ö 
o/s 51 and 53A   -   YS Ji0464t 

37. 101220 NulDat a/s 51 roturned by TC7, 

38. 101830 NUiDat o/s 52 dapatted by TCV. 

39. 101830- 
101950 

PI ptls estb ni ambiubes ati> 
o/s 52   -   YS 411656 
o/s 52A -   YS 408655 
o/s 53   -   K 404647 
o/s 53A f   YS 404638 

40. 110555- 
110645 

Pis in day loos at: 
o/s 52 snd 52A - YS 411651 
o/s 53 and 53A - YS lfitM5 

41. 111912- 
112005 

PI ptls in ni asbush posns) 
o/s 52 -     TO 415654 
o/s 52k-   YS W7649 
o/s 53   -   YS 404647 
o/s 53A -   YS 405634 

42. 120620- 
120635 

Pis in day loos: 
o/s 52 and 52A - YS 411651 
o/s 53 and 53A - YS 404643 

43. 12193- 
121940 

PI ptls in ni ambush posns. 
o/s 52   -   Y3 415654 
o/s 52A -   YS 407648 
o/s 53   -   YS 402645 
o/s 53A -   YS 401630 

44. I306IO- 
130643 ■ 

Pis in day loos at: 
o/s 52 aad 52A - YS 416657 
o/s 53 and 53A - YS 404643 

45. 131220 o/s 53 and 53A. returned to 
NuiDat. 

46. 13 PI ptls in ni ambush posns 
at: 
o/s 52   -   YS 411656 
o/s 52/1 -   YS 410648 

i 

47. 131835 NulDat o/s 51 and 51A departed by 
TCV for j|0. 

48. 131840 IS 403647 o/s 51 in ni ambush posn. 

49. 131925 • « 405637 o/s 51A in ni anbush posn. 

50. 131955 

• 
• 

IS 412662 o/s 52 slated 6 VC approx      Bty fire mission 
600 metres from loo mor 
Wast to East. 

/* 



1A 
~1. 1lt0635 18 lt05&.2 o/s 51 and 51A :'.n ~Y loc. 

52. 1~ 18 lt.166 c/s 52 nnd 52.\ carried out Seo aerial 5<l 
sweep of aren of bty fire 
mission. Ucgc.t1.va l"'SUlta. 

5J. 1!,.0726 lS 4-16657 o/:s 52 nn:l 52: • •..• t·.~\:f loc. 

54-. 11t.1211 lfuiDat o/s 52 l'o·~~·ll3d by TCV. 

55. 11t.1906 lS 1tfllt61..7 c/s 51 in n:i. nr:..">t•.sh posn. 

56. 11t.19\4- lS ltD3637 o/s 51 A in ni ntr:bush po:sn. 

57. 15064.7 lS ltD561t2 c/s 51 nn:l 5~ .\. ~ .day loc. 

58. 151815 Hili Dat c/s 53 3~rl :;.)A dopa!rted by 
TCV. 

59. 1~1835- Pl ptls i.& ni a r;~m::h poena at 
151952 . o/s 51 - YS I·D3C'+7 

o/a 51A ·· Th lj(.ll~639 
c/s ~3 - YS 4:•0656 
c/s 53A - ::J ~.o?C52 

60 ' 16o619- Pls il'l day loc:; a·~: . . 
160100 . c/s i1 nnd. S·i A •· Y:3 l;0561.2 

c/s 53 c.nd 53A - 'Y3 lt0961..9 

61. 161831- Pl ~~~ ~.n :-::1. '\!!ti\!:Jh p.,sns 
1 f1t~35 3t: 

c/a 51 - YS qo4647 
c/s 51A- YS 401638 
o/a 5.3 - YS 1:09655 
c/a 53<\ - ~:s 1;05649 

62. 170621- Pla in day lees at: 
17o636 c/a 51 and. 51A - 't3 lc05~ 

c/a 53 nnd 53A ·• YS lt096I9 

. 63. 17123> lfui Det o/s 51 and 51 A retum by i'CV. 

64-. 171826 Ru1 Dat o/., 52 and 52A departed by TCV. 

65. 17192'- P~ ~tla in r..:! ""''bo.fsh poaaa: 
1719lt0 o/3 52 - YS qo'\ C.:;8 

o/s 52A- YS 1.07(;1;.6 
o/s 5.3 - YS 40%.?5 
o/s 5.3A- !S Z.0561~9 

66. 18o61o- Pla in day locs nt: 
180635 o/s 52 aod 52A - YS Z.0661t0 

' 
o/s 5.3 and 53A - YS lt0%1.9 

. 67. 181920- Pl pth in n1 I'IJ:'I'm1flh -polfta: 
1819-'> o/s 52 - YS 1:051>32 

o/ s 52 A - :.-s L.0961~5 
c/s 53 - ":."3 qc)9655 
c/a 53A- lS lj() 561+9 

68. 1~~ Pls in day loc11 as f'or 
1906-'> serial 66. 

69. 19\215 Ru1 Dat o/a 53 and 53A return by TCV. 

70. 1918a.; lf\&1 Dat c/s 51 end S~A 'J.oi::;"i; by TCV 
tor ·110. 

11 



71.     191910- 
191922 

PI ptla estb nl anbuah 
posns at: 
o/s 51 - YS «38653 
o/i 51A - YS 410647 
o/s 52 - T5 390639 
o/a 52A -   TS i«036lt3 

72. 200303 TS 386639 o/a 52 ai^ited 6 VC         Igt engaged by a 
moving NW. 

73. 200617- 
200712 

Pia in day loo a at o/a 51 and 51 A, 
» 407649 
o/a 52 and 52A - YS 392640. 

IK, 2008li5 13 3863 o/a 52 carried out aeoroh 
with negative results. 

75. 201847- 
201936 

PI ptls In nl ambush posnsj 
o/a 51    -   YS 407649 
o/a 51A -   YS 408645 
o/a 52   p   TS 391638 
o/a 52A -   YS 403643 

76. 202235 IS 408645 o/a SlAmade contact with 
unknown no of VC. VC mov 
North towards o/s 51. 

77. 202235 ra 407649 e/a 51 stood to. 

78. 202239 IS 407649 o/a 51 In contact with          See Annex B. 
4 VC moving Eaat to West, 

L 

79. 211103 T8 407649 e/a 51 *nd 51A In day loo. 

80. 211211 Ntri. Dat o/a 52 and 52A return by TCV. 

81. 211845 NulDat o/a 53 *nd 53A depart by TCV 
for AD. 

82. 211 aw- 
211927 

PI ptls In nl anbuah poans 
«ti 
c/a 51    -   YS 403647 
o/a 51A -   YS 410647 
o/a 53   -   YS 406637 
o/a 53A -   YS 401635 

83. 220603- 

t 

Pia In day loos at: 
o/a 51 and 51A - YS 407649 
c/a 53 and 53A - YS 405641 

84. 221808- 
221910 

■ 

PI ptls estb nl ambushes att 
o/a 51    -   YS 403647 
c/a 51A   - YS 409645 
o/a 53   -   TS 390639 
o/a 53A -   YS 404638 

85. 230606. 
230640 

1 

Pia in dayloos at; 
o/a 51 and 51A - YS 407649 
o/a 53 «nd 53A - YS 394639 

86. 230800 Ordera reoelved fbr all 
oaUalgna to return to base. 

87. 230910 • o/a 51 returned to base. 

88. 231001 o/a 53 returned to base. 

89. 231835 o/a 52 and 52A moved to AO. 



rt vc m (BC) - 10 

Rifle Garand - 1 
HI Carbine - 1 
HPC2 w 1 
Thompson SMC 
PPS (Chioom SMG) 

m 1 
- 3 

7«       Aaefsamfnt of Operation« 

a.  Summary of Rosults; 

Weapons Captured! 

b.  This operation probably did much to upeet the morale and 
flghllng efflclenoy of tho Hoa Long Guerillas and the Chau Duo 
District Coy. 

BTA Woranop 

Major Officer Cou^ondlng 
7 Coy 

8.       CO's Commonts. As shown by the results of thir; operation and 
Op FORREST, sustained ambushes in areas of general 70 morcnunt «ill always 
pay off. A company used this way enables a more detailed ufproclation of 
the pattern of enemy movement to bo modo, A company allotted a task around 
any vlllago in tho province can obtain similar results. The gXMt requirement 
for comds In this typo of operation is patience. 

^ 
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Annex A to V Coy 32,2 
of   7 May 68. 

■ 

COtmCT AFTER ACgON REPORT 

1. Operation CQ0K3DW ORCHID IH. 

2. Report by 579613 Sgt ^HITTOKTil JR. 

3. 6 Pl*toon, V Coy, 2 RAR/Hz(ANZAC) Bn. 

k. Strength of Petrol In Conteot:    11^. 

5» Bete of action, 2230 hn 5 April.     Curttion 10 .miautes. 

6. Looation:   YS 101|£38. 

7. Patrol leak:   Ambushing. 

8. Deaoxlptton of eotion:    A party of 10-12 VC walked into ambuah from rubber 
to the South. Ambush waa triggered by sentzy. 

9. Deaozlptlon of terrain:    LOT; scattered scrub on edge of rubber, visibility 
about 100 metres. 

10. Diatanoe to enemy «hen first sighted;    3 metres, 

11. nhlch soldier first saw eneny:    Sentiy. 

12« What aaa soldier doing:    Sentzy Axty, 

13. What caused enemy to be notloed;    Noise of raovennnt, 

lit.. VC etrenglh and type:    10-12, Local Force, dress assortod black, green 
and blue, 

15. Who fired first: Ambuah party, range 2 mtrea. 

16. What section weapons  fired:    Claymores, M79, M60. 

17. What «as enemy's lamodiate reaction:   Drop dead. 

18. What was tfaa seat ions immediate reaotion;    Stand to. 

19. Enemy casualties:    6 VC KZA (BC). 

20. Ceueed by:   Claymore. 

21. Friendly casualties:    Nil. 

22. Approx canao eaqpenditwe:    7 Claymores, 22 rds Ifim 1179, 200 rds 7.62mm mixed 
link. 

23. DommantQ/^ireapona captured:   1 Garend Ml, 1 HPG 2, 1 Biompson SMCr, 3 PP3(Chio 

2lt, Other points:   Eneny never returned fire. Ihere were no blood trail«, but 
footprints of fiat moving VC wars found next morning, to the South of the 

a«> 
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Anri'.x n tn V Coy y.'.'i 
of ) May 60. 

CONTACT AFTER A^OION RErORT 

1. Operation COOKTOUN ORCHID HI. 

2. Report by 39042 Lt Hcmell Aß. 

3. 4 Platoon, V Coy, 2 RAR/ftZ(ANZAC)nn. 

4* Strength of Patrol In contact:    13. 

5. Date of action:    2239 hra 20 Apr 66. Duration:    2 hours Including BIKIOJ . 

6. Location:    YS l|076it9. 

7. Patrol Taak:    Ambuah. 

6.     Deaoription of action:    My patrol xt$a alortod by the  firing from 51A 0 
position and I stood the patrol to, Vy attention was drawn, by the  motxy, 
ttie moTeaent pf k persons. Qiey were moving Kast to v.cst. I ordered a 
hand«4ield flars to be fired and iihen this was done the unomy wcru eloarly 

seen. The patrol engaged with M60, M1 6 and claymores. All the enemy foil 
to ■ö>B  ground and after en interval of suppressivc fire 1 led out a suar '< 
party. All bodies aal equipment were  recovered during that search. Next 
morning I again searched Hie area but found nothing.nore. 

9*   Deaoription of terrain:    Clear lubber with a section of bush to the South. 

10. Distance to enemy when first slgitedf   100 mntres. 

11. \Vhld> soldier first  saw enemy:    Sentry. 

12. T/hat naa soldier doing:    Sentry duty. 

13. What oaused enemy to bo noticed: Movement against a flare. 

14. VC atrengtti and type:    k Local Force, dressed in block. 

15». 'Vhat  section weapons fired:    All. 

16. What was enomy's inwediate roaction:    Pell at first cngugjment. 

17. What was the  sections imnediato reaction: Open fire as target was idontific 

18. Enemy casualties: 4 KZA (BC)  (1  male, 3 female), 

19. Caused by:   All weapons. 

20. Friendly casualties:    Nil. 

21. Doouments/ffeapons captured:    1 Ml  carbine, 5 instantaneous fUse grenades, 
miscellaneous documents, 1 pack. 

x* 
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2H4Vte(iUfZAC)ai. 
All Okt 

24 Apr 68 

60.1$ 

2Uty4rz0azAC)Ai.    (12} 

Info« 
i mzzR 

T OCMPiMY OPERATION iWiLYSIS 

SD1 Wll   I W Ooy 
OOMUROnt • Mftj P.G«Eotop BRZIR 
OFBUsnar • oooraowr OHCHZS r 
nrB&xxar • 17 - 22 Apr 68 

SWPWCE or Evai'is 

iToeooH 

18072CH 

18063« 

180900E 

H»U -.f of C Coy ty W Cpy oaaBtiio«d. In loo at SPB GLORIA i»xt » 
o/t 73 «nd an •dwaoa party holi-llf tod     ooablnod OS/iDST Land CHoaring 
to JBP aORIA.(r347154l) e/i 73 «M 9M^ 3 Oot'ftt Swr tMM, a 
dtployod to rtllovo • pi of C Coy »ho        Mot of MortUM «d • tp of 
«•rt la Mrtnab at tilt «nd of tfa« d»yi out. IPO», 
B«Md.nod in aabuah owailght. 

ffl» xtaalndor of tho ooy ooaoonood flyout Loo« tla» of ehang*o«tr duo to 
fToa EAGLE PAW In ft Chinook, e/» 71 t*» f«llur» of ttw hydraulic 
dMpfttohod on ftrrivftl to pzotoot mow out cyotoa en tho boliooptor. A 
of Load Cloftilnf SMB. Bollof not oonplot« «olltf V0 **■ oftllod In to 
until 1030 hro. ooaploto tho lift. 

o/i 73 pxotidod protootlon for Und Oloftr-  - 
liac TMB. O/O 71 ooBBtnood pfttrolling 
fMB TS465566 to oloftr tho ftMft for «to 
follORinir day« out. 

1 

A bulUoior unoowrod ft 155ni blind ftt 
«476570. 

Blind dottroyod hjr «ngro. 

s    181120H      4 singlo ihott hoftxd from vioinily of        SWM oould hftv» boon AHW 
18476570. patrolo. 

181315H      A US wgr injured «hon ho foil MZOM ft 
dotor Uftdo. Bvftoufttod on ft Mintdoa 
bolioopto.-. 

181608B      Author SA ohoto from tho tioinlly of        Problftbly ?C «ftmlng ohoto. 
»465565. 

181730R     Lud 01o«xlat Too« rotunod to SB GLORIA Pzlaftrsr out oo^Lotod to 
with o/o 73. c/i 71 wwd into on •nbuA   1846956?. «Ladso^nff ooaplotod 

ftt TS469567. to »465565. 

181740B     o/t 71 roportod 4 bunts of SA flro from  3ho LO ftt DAT DO oonfiaMd 
tho ftroft of «474571. thoso «oro no fxiondly pfttrolo 

in that 

,1 

1 
mtxT* ** 
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Obmnwit 

19073CB 

191015H 

■ 

1917MH 

1919a4H 

192153H 

2OO730H 

200619 

200935H 

«009558 

201 (MOB 

e/l 72) lud Claaxlng TMIS and a Mot of   A proliminaiy boobardmant along 
iPOi aovad out to oooMnoa a MV out to     propoeod cut «M conducted by 
tha 8ff batmen tha Hul Hoa Qxung bills       Coy 10 from a helicopter, 
and the iui Hen Ba hills. Undrowin« 
continued on the lorlfaem out towards 
UM RDJOC until 1130 hss. 

e/a 72 located a osmp oompl« consisting Oie following items «are found 
of 8 bunkers wilfa later oonneoting tranches, in the area of the campi 
The bunkers «era partially collapsed as 150 lb.polished rice 
ttia area had been hit by a B52 strike. A Medical Kit containing empty 
üha osop bad been aaoatad for about one bottles, 3 antl toxin ampules, 
month. A calendar «as located with days cotton «col and two hypodermic 
orossed off up to 3 Mar 63. needles. 

Some doouneats. 
A damaged loud speaker. 
17 x M16 nine initiators 
4 z M79 oases. 
5 x M5 switches 
3 Bangalore Torpedoes(LP) 3 ft 
long x 2" ma. 
1 Weapon 
5 CHJB 
1 x 73BO> aircraft rooket(blind) 
7,62 ammo of different types 
l6 OiompBon aaga 
20 Browning aaga 
1 Circular 'Chiooa* magazine 
2 x M26 grenades 
2 US pineapple grenades 
1 VC grenade 

«/a 73 and T>«ad Clearing Team returned  Pilot cut completed to 
to base, o/s 72 moved to an ambush posn yS455546. Windrowing only Just 
at TS459$48. oonaenoed in the area. 

o/s 72 reported SA fire from the area of 
18482$19. 

c/s 73 (SFB CSLOSEA) reported two strong Initial oleaxanoe given by 
■pot lights and an explosion from the   Sector to engage «1th Arty but 
area of YS482519. Lights remained on for «as later cancelled aa AHVN 
2 Bins. patrols «ere close to the area. 

Sector could not determine if 
AHVN had used light» or hoard 
the explosion. 

c/s 73» Land Clearing Hsaa and APCs 
aovad out to ocomenoe ops. o/s 72 
protected lend clearing ops. 

o/s 73 located a blind 73am ao rocket at Blind «as destroyed by engra. 
18*56545. 

e/s 73 located an old VC camp at 13455540 
which bad previously bean destroyed by- 
friendly foroas. 

At 18454539 o/s 73 located and destroyed 
4 CBOs. 

ELements of Land Clearinf Team sad APCs  The camp had been vaoated in 
doing the pilot out located a VC oaap   the previous 24 bra. Problably 
complex at YS454540. There «ere ?0 bunkers after the preliminary bomb- 
«1th a tunnel oonplax. bardment tha previous day. 

a^- 
/Fires In tha area., 



*f 

201O40B 
ooutd 

201200H 

20132CB 

201402H 

201705H 

201725H 

20173(8 

21074CB 

211200B 

211355H 

2114308 

Ax*« la th« AIM wtre «till num. A qty 
of «amo (30 otl riiort and lone) tM« alao 
found hidden in the oaop. 

o/i 73 located * greve at 18457540 appxooc 
4 month« old. 

o/« 73 located freeh txaoki at TfS455538 
fox 2-3 people. Track» «exe followed in 
a North Baeterly direction but wax« lost 
on hard ground. TraoJte were about 24 hxi 
old. 

At YS45753Ö o/e 73 located a number of 
05 benb oanniatex vnite Aieh had not 
«ocploded. 

The Map DM deetroyed by tlie 
dOMX*. 

A bulldoiex uncovered an 
containing approach»000 rounds of 7,62 
ammo (ahort) and 12 lb of plaetto 
ezplcalve of local manufacture* 

One unit deipatohed by hell 
to 1 ATP for identiiloat Ion 
puxpeaea. 

Erploeive waa latex teated by 
the engre. Considered to be 
twice aa powerful as 04 and 
much more malleable. Ammo and 
•xploalvea xetuxned to bn fox 
checking. 

At YS452538 c/a 73 located a bomb oxatex ücploelve« were latex used to 
which waa full of water and fiSh. A fish kill the fish and destroy    tho 
txap was dug into the side of the oxatex txap. Qiexe were over 4.000 
and there was also a bunker on the small fish .'wnd dead in the 
pexifflater of the hole. Tracks 2-6 hxs pool when inapected the follow-.• 
old wax« also found in the area moving in day. 
a Northerly direction. 

Land Clearing Team and o/a 72 returned to Pilot cut completed to 
base, o/s 73 moved to an ambush posn at    YS454542. Wlndxowing completed 
YS453539. to W45^545. 

o/s 71 *md land clearing team moved cut 
to continue land clearing, c/a 73 moved 
from ambush   position to protect land 
cleaxlng ops. 

At TS459540 o/s 73 located a pi alae VC 
camp conslatlng of 8 bunkexs with comm- 
unication trenchea. Some of the comm- 
unication trenches had oho. Oie camp had 
bean vaosted fox about one week. 
ELevatad fire placM had been built 
inside the bunkexs. 

At 18454542 a doser uncovered a boot 
containing ap^rox 200 xda of HI ammo 
(both rimmed and rimless) and two sub 
machine gun magasines. 

At YS456532 c/s 71 found a well used 
txack xunning North to Soulfa. Siexe wexe 
soa» signs of xecent use. Sie tiack was 
followed to YS456528 whexe two old 
bunkexs were located. In the axes of the 
bunkexs «axe Ho Chi .lünh sandal marks 
2-3 days old. 

Omnp destroyed. Vmnd in the 
camp wexsi 
1 z H16 mine and inlti»tor 
Documents (erne dated 12-4-66) 

QS 

/211435H..... 



?>0 

211435H 

tl1445H 

211640H 

211740H 

211740H 

212O10H 

22O730E 

22101OH 

221030H 

221415H 

22152CH 

Comaant 

At »459541 O/B 73 looat»cl a furtiier 
Mop oonal> wng of 9 bunktn irtiioh had 
bMn x«-oooupl«d in th« last 2 woek», 
2 M16 min«« i%re found on the paxlmetor 
of tho oaqp • only on« being fvaed, the 
second «as In the gzoynd but there «as 
no initiator. Also found «as 100 ft of 
gxeen eleotrio oable. 

25 yards further east «as • further 
oeaipleK of Sevan bunkers in good con- 
dition but these had not been used for 
appro 6 months. 

At SFB GLORIA sentries protecting an 
Bagr 2de helicopter reported hearing 
noises of aov in ttie scrub to their EAST. 
Shortky afterwards a parson In black 
«as seen dunking back into the scrub, 
the area «as engaged with SA end a swoop 
followed. Only a psooble OF «as found. 

At YS445532 c/s 71 found the remslns of 
CHJs which had bean disoantl'dt 

There «era no coomunioation 
trendies. Both complexes «ere 
destroyed the following day. 
Theae camps had not previously 
been visited by friendly forces. 

' 

OP provided good obsn over 
GLORIA. 

VC had removed -the exploaive 
content. 

At YS543539 a doser uncovered a green tin Back contained i 
containing an AP.VN lype pack. 2 pie«is of material 

1 Biaiy 
1 Fkt oiystals 
1 Fkt white powder 
39 pages of flgs( typed) 
1 plastic bag containing 

doouments 
1 spring back folder containing 

2 ax books & doouawits 
1 soap dish containing asd aups 
Pack back loaded to &i RQ. 

o/s 73 and Land Clearing Team returned 
to base, o/s 71 in ambush at 1S450533. 

A series of «rplosions and bursts of firo 
heard in the vicinity »f »479519. 

Vs 72 and Land Clearing Team left base 
oaop. «/s 71 moved to area of winlrowing 
to protect Land Clearing Team. 

At 18448527 o/s 72 located a number of 
si^ps nailed to trees. Hheae were later 
translated as VC propaganda signs. 

«/• 73 «nd a jarty of engineers departed 
the base to destroy the two raoaining 
oampa located the previous day. Die 
advance party of lAHD also arrived. 

An angr received slight shrapnel «ounds 
to his tight knae and hands whan a GBO 
detonated as It «as being dlsmantlad. 
Soldier «as evacuated by helicopter. 

1 ÖD arrived at GLORIA and relief 
oommmced» One platoon ABU was despatctod 
to raliev» o/s 71 on proteotlan duties, 
o/s 71 * 72 returned to GLORIA on APCs. 
V* 73 lass one saot returned to Hui Oat 
by helicopter. Die remainder returned to 
Hui Dat on AFCB 

»4 

The COO «as dlsocvared inside 
the base area. Only the 
detonator section exploded 
after it had been removed. 

DIM to the break don of two 
APOs the coy did not arrive 
book in Hui Oat until I930hrs 

/ASSESSMENT OF OPERATICH.... 



2»/ 
2. ABaosnment of Oporatlon 

a. Tho Land Clearing Team arc to bo commondud for tholr fine 
of fort. HIO oondltiono under which thoy work axo atrooiouo and 
in order to koop thoir vohielos on tho road r.omo of thorn have to 
work from dawn to dusk. 

b. Although the operation might bo extensive, tvhen the task ie 
completed tho area will no longer bo suitable ac a VC banc. LVon 
if not completed, the work done so far will make it much liardor for 
tho VC to hide thoir movonents and reaction by friendly forces will 
be oaoicr. 

c. Some difficulty was exporiencod in tho CP whon more than one 
net was operating at tho same time. The ongr rear link, 108 Bty | 
not, Coy internal and bn air not wore all within one or tv/o si/? 
of each other. Consequently there was serious intorfcrenco on ail 
nets. 

d. Judging by the number of new oampo found during the Iruid 
clearing ops many camps must have been missed duxing Op FIKNAßOC 
In a saaroh and destroy op more time must be allowed Tor detailed 
searches - if necessary grid square by grid square. 

3. Hocomnendations 

a. Land clearing ops should be extended to include thu  'Light' 
and 'Long Croons'. 

b. More tune must be allowed battalions whon thoy tUM given a 
search and destroy task if thoy are to cover the .area loaplctcly. 

c. Tho present allocation of froquoncios should bo re-examined 
so as to allon a bigger gap between fruquonoica used within tho 
same unit. 

PG Hotop 

Maj 
OC V Coy 

4. CO's Conmonts.    I concur with OC's oomuonts on tiningc.    Although 
not a port of FINNAROO, tho camps etc found were obviously missed by tho 
companies during that operation. 

*1 
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2IUffiAz(iKZAC)Bn.     (12) 

Infot 
0 8qp 1 Annd Regt (h) 
A Sqn 3 Oav Regt 
1 HNZIR 

y gpiffApy PFSPAT^QW jmaa 

SUB UNIT : W Goy 
COIOCAMDBR : Had P.O.Hotop RNZIH 
OPERATION I OOOKTOWN ORCHID IV 
DURATION t If - 9 Apr 68 

i«     BMBtt 
a»    W Ooy was undor comd C 891 1 Armd Regt for this operation 
and the full Operation Analysis will he submitted hy C Sqn« 
Fall details of .the op are not included in this report. 
h.    Due to operational committments it has not heen possible 
for the OC W Coy and the OC C Sqn to get together to disouss 
this operation. This report covers only the infantry aspects 
and is submitted to assist in the compilation of the final 
report. 

2.      üUTLiJ« MMHBi Q* Erarra 

yate/Time   JömjJ fi'yvi?TT+- 

01(07006       W Ooy mounted on APCs from 3 Tp 
A Sqn 3 Cav Regt moved to 7SFB 
HERRINO (YS492553). The morning 
was spent establishing a night 
harbour outside the perimeter 
of the PSPB on the North Eastern 

* corner. 

OU4300-       All officers and senior NCOs-        A very necessary period 
0U1700H       attended a series of lectures by of Instruction. 

the OC C Sqn on the org, 
characteristics» eiuployment and 
communications of the armd sqn. 
The remainder of the Coy spent 
the afternoon with the tanks on 
familiarisation and mov through 
open and close country. 

01*1945-  Familiarisation and practice in 
0Ü20U5H   the use of Infra red and White 

light eqpt on the tanks. 

O5O8OO-  W Coy moved in APCs to a live 
0510300  firing area where the 00 0 Sqn 

demonstrated the methods of 
Inf/Tk tgt Indication. Host 
officers and NCOs engaged tgts 
using all natures of ammo.   . . 

/O51330H,... 

7,Y 
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051330H 

060730H 

061015H 

061515H 

061525H 

061537H 

The amd eqn/inf ooy/APO gp 
moved to a new "base at ¥8^995^« 

Op COCKTO'WN ORCHID IV commcnoed, 
1 Tp 0 öqn witä 1 PI W Boy 
mountod in AFCs moved to their 
SL at the nlnofield at Y8509555» 
2 Tp 0 6qn v;lth 2 PI mounted In 
AFCs moved to their 8L at 
YS517543. Th« minefenoe In both 
areas was breeched using cannie** 
ter, Sqn HQ, Coy HQ, SHQ Tp and 
3 PI followed on the Northern 
axis« 

This move served as a 
'shakedown* to test commr 
and practise the occu- 
pation of an lnf/tk/AFC 
night har. No problems 
were encountered. 

No nines were hit «hen 
tanke crossed the North- 
ern gap* Approx 7-12 
mines were detonated in 
the Southern gap. 
Because of the mine 
threat inf remained 
mounted in APCs and 
followed the tanks. 
Preliminary bombardment 
was fired as tanks 
crossed the minefield. 
There were signs of 
many old pits on both 
axis 

1 Tp C Sqn located a camp at 
YS525567 consisting of two 
bunkers and a weapon pit. Some 
clothing, fish and rice was 
destroyed and ashes in the fire 
were still warm. A set of black 
pyjamas» acme documents and two 
ex books were also located when 
the camp waa searched by 1  PI. 
6 mine signs were also located 
in the camp. 

During a clearing patrol round 
a har estb at YS526559 for SHQ 
and SHQ Tp a possible camp 

complex was located 60 metres 
North of the base. 3 PI and SHQ 
Tp moved into the area to 
investigate. 3 PI dismounted 
and located a camp for approx 
50. Thai« «are k large bunkere» 
3 - k small bunkers and several 
2 man slit tronchos as well as 
cooking areas. 3 ammo boxes were 
found buried in the bottom of 
a 2 man silt trench. These 
contained 7.62mm rimless and 
rimmed ammo, 3 BAR mags» 2 rain 
coats and one surgical mask. 

1 Tp and 1 PI located a camp at 
YS535567. The camp had not 
been ueed for a long time. The 
one remaining bunl:er in good 
condition was destroyed by the 
engineers. 

At YS5295&   2 Tp hit an 1116 
mine. Uesilglble damage. 

a? 
/061630R.... 
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Pata/Y1"!*      Event ftMMBJ 

061630H At ¥3532561+ the APCs with 1 ¥p    The tk was not badly 
received 8A auto fire* The fire damaged and was towed 
was returned by tanks and APCs» back to the base. It 
There were a aeries of explosions   was mobile again the 
near the APCs and tanks and one following day» The 
APG crew member was slightly        damage had been caused 
wounded. During a sweep back       by a 0.5 in round. Some 
through the area of contact by    of the explosions may 
1 Tpf the reserve fuel tanks of have been mines but there 
one of the tks was hit and were some unexplainable 
caught fire. One VC dressed in   explosions in front of 
black was seen crossing the 

071015H 

07110CH 

• 

071500H 

and behind tks and APCs 
which could have been 
RPQs 

track in front of the tks* 
During the extraction of the 
wounded APCs they were again 
engaged by SA fire and there 
were two explosions behind the 
APCs as they moved out» As the 
APCs entered the har area at 
Y8526559 there were a further 
four single shots from Just 
outside the perimeter of the 
base. 

Night har estb at Y8526559. 

1 PI found two ammo btxes eon-   Documents were returned 
taining documents on the South- to 2BAR/S%, 
era perimeter of the base camp» 

1 Tp and 1 PI remained to 
protect the base. 2 Tp and SHQ 
Tp with 2 and 3 Pis mounted in 
APCs commenced a sweep towards 
the known en camps at YS53U566 
and YS531568. The following 
camps were searched during the 
day» 
a»    At YS532566 a camp contain- 
ing 5 bunkers and k fire trench- 
es with sleeping bays was 
located. 3 M16 mine Initiators» 
5 CBUs and some old clothing 
were found in the area, 
b.    At YS53U569 there was a 
further old camp containing 1 
large bunker 12'x 10', k 2 man 
bunkers, 2 further bunkers 
with connecting crawl trench 
and 2x2 man fire trenches» 
The camp had not been used for 
many months and was 3-5 years 
old. 
o»    A number of fire trenches 
were observed throughout the 
area» None of these had been 
used for at least two years. 

1 PI searched the camp at 
YS525560(just Noftth of the base 
area) and located one Ml6 mine 
and a box containing black 
trousers, a gas mask,2 pieces 
of plastic,a note book and 
rubber thongs for Ho Chi Ulnh 
sandals» £9 

Because of the mine threr t 
the two tk tps led 
forming a hollow square 
and the inf mounted in 
APCs moved behind the tks. 
When a camp was located 
the inf dismounted after 
passing through the camp. 
The colm was controlled 

- by the OC C 3qn who 
travelled in a helicopttr. 

/07l6ii5H(approx)  
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Data/M,—  Iwpt 

O71645H (Approx)  At YS530565 one of the tk» detonated 
a Air eher Ml 6 mine. 

OeillSH 

O9O6O0H 

09110GB 

091115H 

091142B 

2 Tp and 2 PI remained to protect the  Method of nov waa the same 
baaa« 1 Tp, SHQ Tp, 1 and 3 PI oonmenood aa pravloua day. 
a reooe in force to the HE of the baae. 
The following ocuspa were looatedt 
,a« TS535565 - 3 hunkers not In uaa« 
b. YS538567 - 4 bunkers, 4 trenched at 
leaat 5 years old. Kot used for 6 months. 
0. YS^rft - 3 to 4 weapon p|te with- 
out oho. Very old. 
d. YS545567 - checked two round holea 
and one oblong hole. Appeared to bo old 
graves which had boon dug up in the last 
nonth. 
a. YS547560 - 3 bunkers and a large OP 
destroyed by airstrlke. Some old cloth- 
ing and ahsota of plaatic wore found in 
the area. Tharo vrero signs of a large 
force having moved through the area 
ftom B to W in the last 3-4 months. 
f. YS538565 - Several old wpn pita - 
4 yra old but not ured for at leaat 6 
months. 
g. YS536563 - 5 slit tranches partially 
f Uled in. 
h. YS531557 - 3 bunkers and a cooking 
area 4 to 8 months old. Fresh tracks 
for 3 people heading SB and than SV 
found on a track near the camp, 
j. YS529556 - 2 destroyed bunkers, 
tunnel entrances and 2 wpn pits. Good 
OP over paddy to the SW. A set of fresh 
tracks heading North. 

1 and 2 Tp with 2 and 3 PI movod to 
check area to the SB of baae. 1 Tp 
moved on separate oxis to YS552562* 
The renaindor moved in the direction of 
YS553567» Tho following camps were 
locatedi 
a* YS537561 - 6 bunkere and a cooking 
area. Some clothing, plostiv bags, 
empty drug bottles and 2 containers 
for RPO 2 & 7 charges. 

b. TS54Ö566 - There were signs of 
a Aartbar very old camp. 

Maxkinga on one ocntalnor 
(green) ware: 
PO-7P-SBL-38 
3-66-CCP 
12-66-2 

CS gaa waa noticed at YS546566. Aa one 
of the APCa threw a track and required 
aesistanoe 1 Tp was recalled from tho 
SOmEEHN axla as tho fitters veh was with 
than* 2 and 3 B. dismounted and continued 
en foot to the East and SE. 

3 PI located a dram of CS gas 
to the North of the oolm. 

At YS549566 3 PI found aipia of poopla 
fiahing In a bonb crater within the 
last 24 bra* There were still many flab, 
in the pool. At YS350566 a further drum 
of CS gaa waa located. 

2 PI looated one bunker and three trenches 
at YS546564« It had not been used for 

TO could have been farming 
theae fiah. 

some years. 
31 
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Pal"'/*''!!"  iBBJ Conaent 

O912O0H    At ^3553568 3 Fl found foot prints less 
than 24 hxs old. Pars was moving North 
an a track, 

09150CE Sqn/Coy Op ooDimonood move back to the 
Horsoshoo and Nui Sat. W Coy* o rotum 
was delayed mien ono of tho AFCs lost 
its roar idler. 

3.   ipSESSMEaT OF THE CPIMATIOIN 

a« The presenoo of mines in tho area dictated that tho infantry hod to 
remain mounted. The op would have caused casualties had it been done by 
infantry alone. 

b. 13M extent of the damage to the tks was suprising and a few hours of 
daylight must be allowed each day for maintenance. 

0. In relatively close country the AFCs could move faster than the tanks. 
Some difficulty was experlanced by the AFCs «hen travelling in the paths 
flattened by the tanks. 

» 

d. A Tp of AFCs may be able to lift a Coy of inf when they are not carrying 
their full eqpt. Sven though sects ware reduced from 10 to 6 men it was 
impossible to fit everyone in the AFCs when carrying all their kit. If other 
aims e.g. FOs party and engrs are to be att to the coy additional vehivles 
must be provided for them. 

e. Without inf on ths ground tanks can not search close country in detail. 
However If the mission is to recce in force and there la 4 time limit 
imposed which precludes the use of inf alone, then a mounted op is oooeptablu, 
Ote method of search whereby the inf moved back into any camps located did 
prove suooeesful, 

f. In spite of the time limit imposed, and the mine throat, it is considered 
that the op was successful and bo£h inf and axmd learnt a great deal. The 
working relationship estb between W Coy and 3 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav was most pleasing. 
The coy had little diffioultu working with the tks. , 

a» When other aims are att. to an inf coy for an op additional AFCs should 
be provided. Consideration should be given to tho estb of a email pool for 
this purpose. 

b. Whore possible the sane coy and the ssme AFC tp should work together. 
Ibis saves time during the marrying up phase. 

o. When tks are employed the tempo of ops must be governed to allow time 
for tk maint each day. FOL should be delivered tho day before to allow for 
refuelling in the evening. 

d. At least one day should be allowed for tho marrying up of inf and armour 
before an op rspecially when the tps have not worked together before« 

e. If time permits W Coy would like to carry out further trg on ope with 
3 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Regt to develop and confirm drills and techniques. 
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71 5.       GO'S Coamonts. I concur »ith OC» commontB. 'i'ruc cooperation 
and marrying up is escontial. Until all coys of a battalion uu trained in 
tonk oooporation, flexibility will bo lost. 
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2BA^W(iIZAC)ai.    (12) 

Infoi 
0 891 1 Azad Ragt 
1 891 3 Oar Rogt 
1 W Sqn 
1 HIZIH 

w MMB OFnunow JHAITOIS 

8ÖB UlZt. . 1 V Coy 
OOMUUOBU 1 MaJ P.O.Hotop RKZIR 
ORSAZI08 1 COOKTORN ORCHID V 
BnUfXOi 1 10-13 Apr 68 

1.        SMDBfCB OP TWnS 

1013001 e/m 73 departed t Coy llnaa «1th 3 «aot 
3 «p A Sqn 3 Oar legt to Bf with 2 Tp 
1 dad 8«i at Tan Phuoo(OS 184558) Thla 
group thm sored direct to the Cef base 

a« »517542. 

Under ooad weret 
OM tp 0 8qii 1 ixad Segt 
One tp A Oipk 3 Oar Begt 
2 Conbat 

10150« 

1016151 

1O1730B 

xaaaiader of ff Coy, att angta, 
rtbm and 3 Tp A Sqn 3 Cav Begt departed 
V Coy line«. 

Coy Op ooaplete An tea* dra». Deplojaunt 
for occupation of def poo» oonmenoed. 

While a eeot of o/a 72 «aa aoviag onto 
a knoll to oonplete the perlaeter a 
aoldier tripped a booby trap oonaiatlng 
of a trip «Ire and a grenade. Are« 
aeldiara «ere injured and oroouated by 
helicopter. Sogre oheoked th« area but 
eould find no further mlnee or booty 
tmpa. However the eeot «aa «itbdram 
fxo« the ana aa It oould be oowerad hy 
fire from other poann. 

1108001    OC W Coy «itb tk tp ooart and engr offr 
oeBBMBoad detailed reooa of ainaf leid» 
At the aaae tine the nine aata war« 
attached to two of the tka and drive» 
tested the eqpt. 

^^ 

Two engr ocabat teaaa(Okia 
being oade up of Aalt Pars) 
«ere att to the Coy. 

All aeabara of W Coy «are 
«earing ateel helacte and one 
of the aoldiera helaete «aa 
punctured by the gcenade. Tbc 
abtapnel eaaa to reat againat 
the leather headband and no 
«ound reaulted, in Interpreter 
vleited the neazeet FT post 
«faloh «aa only 250 yde fron 
the coy base bat the oond 
inalated there «ere no alnaa 
or booby trapa placed outelde 
hla perlaeter ly hia troopa. 
Be aald the 10 often booby 
trapped the aria ao as to 
Injure FT pa8rols.(8ae Annex A) 

Tialbla fron 
the edge of the slnaf laid. 

/CO 1 BniR and 00 



H Jkto/Tia»   Byont Oomnent 

IIOflOOH 
eontd.. 

110915H 

110930H 

110945H 

111015H 

111115H 

II^OB 

111400B 

GO 1 BKZm and 02 1 Fd Sqn vlaited tho 
area during clearing ops. Whllo attomt- 
tiivj to QBt tho oaad APO oh to high ground 
ao u to bo able toopbservo tho mov of 
the tk in tho minefield the APC threw a 
track, Aa this took 2-3 hours to extract, 
the tk tp coed decided to guide the mine 
clearing tk fron his own tk which ho pos- 
itioned on high Ground Just outside the 
minefield fonsu. 

Bngr of f^rl tariff ad asch tk drive? on tho 
lay out of the intAaf leid and the proposed 
method of oi«arüig the fie.ld. 

The first tk cleared the gap previously 
out In the nln* fancM d'O'irg Op 
C0OKTOT/N ORCHIS IV. e/s 72 and 73 moted 
In ATCs to positiena on high ground 
approxinatoly 300 rwtr-es to *he EAST of 
the minefield,  c/a 7'  ronainod to protect 
the Westam f lank. 

The tk exploded a number of 
miner iR-thiiigap aaoh time it 
crossed "itae''area previously 
used by tks and APCs, 

The first tl: corple tod a run do.m the Approximately 26 mines we» 
ffesbam fence and t«ck vg the Eastern detonated 12 going of under 
fenoo, TU» tp cant endeavoured to guide the tracks. The damage was 
the tank sonthat his tracks straddled extensive ts.toth trades and 
the mine clustersc This was only partially   roadwheelfl. One suspension 
successful. The area of tha run was from unit was punctured la a 
Y351ß543 SE to YS520542. The tank than 
came back out throu^ the Western gap ao 
that damage could be aseetaed. 

number of places. Suspenalna 
rods were alao twisted and 
grease nipples and nuta ware 
also blown off. 

The second tank then oanpleted a run Although exact details are 
over the area previous !y cleared and bald by 1 Ed Sqn and C Sqn 
there were farther detonations, A second   1 Aand Regt, outline damage 
circuit was then completed ana tank width waa aa follow« 1 
Inside tho previous runs. Although an        a.   She total lo of mines 
effort was inado to mive aest quickly In     exploded was J6. Approx 24 
second or f.iird sc*r the p^und was too 
rough to keep ap a conatant speed. 
However It waa noted that more mines 

- exploded behind tho took r hen travelling 
at speed. After the oeoond run the tank 
came out of tho teinefield for further 
inspection. Again the dnrage was extensive, c.    One suspension unit war 
OC W Coy was not prepared to let tho tks   ptnotured and a nmber of 
tetum to tho minefield ir their present 
condition In case of breefedown or track 
failure while In tho minefield. 

of .these wont off under the 
tanks. 
b,   Approx 72 links of track 
had to be replaced. One traok 
being torn almost halfway 
throu^i. 

suspension rods were twisted, 
d.   Tta road idwel «squired 
rerlacamant. Some «ex« bucklad. 
a.   Many grease..nipplea and 
xuxtn wre blown 9ff suspension 00 C Sqn 1 Am d Regt acrtarod by hell- 

copter to irspoot the demge. Ho was also eystema. 
not prepared to pat ^ha tanks back Into     f.   Blna, aerials and a gun 
the mlreflRU. 

APCs leas one sect returned to Nul Sat 
for another task, Tho third sect ferried 
o/s "jBam1. 73 b;cJ: to the >eee camp and 
then also rctumod to lh\i I><it. 

Hie tro ckmagecl t-orks were moved to an   -. 
area of hard stancllng at Y3 515535 where 
some repairs wcie carried out. c/s J2 
provided protoction parties. 

si^it wax« damaged. 
g.   Sea« radio eqp* was 
effoatod by the blast. 
h.   The «tool I beama on tho 
mine meto war« twisted and one 
had a 6 inch tear la It. 

/111435H-- 
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Coiuuimt 

111435B 

itoeooH 

1208308 

121000B 
(appzn) 

12131P 

Half of Moh pl/tp wore pealttod to go 
■wionlnc »t YS528540. Ob« munbox of tht 
Ofcv tp «M itung by ft Btin« x»y and wi 
l«tox tvwuatod on a nudntdom helioopter. 

e/» 72 tttb ft ohook point ftt YS515538 In 
oonjunotlon with tht two tloi «hloh wro 
bfting ztpaixod on tho road. 5 pooplo mxe 
dfttftlntd fox tho Iftok of IS CftxdB during 
tho aoznlng. QIOM mxt <!nipfttoh«d to th* 
Polio* Station In Lang Phuoo Hal but 
zftlfttlvat arrivod with their ID Oards «0 
th«y «•>• rtloaiod. 

Quw« MiOOi (lOSfflin SP) arrived to zoplao* 
«M APCB. 

Ordart iMoivad that the taak wai not to 
be oontlnued and that gapi wer* to be 
oloeed. Bigr Combat tetma «exe deepatched 
with inf, azmd and M108 proteotlon to 
complete the taak. 

dt YS507557 an engr mini team located an 
1126 gren with an unfemlliar «wltiDh. Olli 
waa deetrogrcd by running an M106 over It. 

121435H      in engineer stood on a mine whan only 2 
yda fron th* back of en Mioe. Tjpa were 
ddaoounting from the roh at th* time, 
Ota* iuat engr and en* HZ aoldlar were 
killed inetantly. k fur*« fl** were 
Injured, only on* of 1h*a* bein^ a member 
of W Coy, All were «vaoufttad by hell- 
oopt*r and all mlnae lAoatad w*>* dee- 
troyed» 

12150CB       th* tp of tanka and «/a T* and 73 moved 
to a new base at YS507522 whex* further 
maint waa carried out on th* tanka aa 
good hard ataodlng wfti avellable. 

12171 JE      ftigr* completed the oloaing of the gap 
and after uplifting Coy H«, o/a 71, Mioe'a 
and the eogineexa moved to Join o/a 72 
*73. 

122000B      A light waa obaexved on tti* Long Hal 
Ulla   at appromiafttely TS481514. Aa 
fxlaadly tp* «ere in th* ax*a th* light 
could not b* engaged. 

13O9O0R       W Coy Gp wer.« awiaoing in the aeft. 

131130B       W Coy Op (ainua o/a ff, 3 MiOBe and 2 Tp) 
■owed to R7 with road convoy at YS515535 
for xatum to Hui Dat, 

(S*e AnnezB) The engineers 
were clearing the Western gap 
in the minefield at TfS509555 
with mine detector* prior to 
oloaing it. Si* Mioea backed 
up to tank txaoka mad* when 
tanks and APCs moved through 
the gap six days wftrller. The 
first team from th* v*h where 
th* Incident oocuxxed oleared 
from th* veh Hoxth to the gap 
and bftok to th* veh. On change 
-ovax th* next team started to 
clear South to th* n*xt MiOO, 
A fUxttwx three ndn** were 
found sewn in th* tracks and 
near the fence. 
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V*xy plMsantl 

Th* rd convoy was appxacLmate 
-ly 2 hours late and tps did 
not retun to Ail Bat until 
approx 1545 hrs. 
/1313O0H... 
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// 131300H 

2. 

3. 

4. 

CoamOTt 

Q/S 71 under ooad of 2 Tp C Sqn 1 Amd 
Bmgt moved to PSPB GLORIA (YS 471942) 
mounted In the throe MiOSe to prepare 
for the clearing op the following day. 

ASSESSMEMT OP OPEBATIOW 

a. Ihe op was a failure ae vaiy fow mlnoe were destroyed and 
the task oould not be conploted. 

b. Although an effort was made to close the gape In the minefield 
there appeared to be little point In losing further nen as the fence 
can be crossed In many places. 

o.       A few mines were not destroyed by the tanks or cat end these 
baooae exposed.    Only a few of these oould be dostro-   i. 

HBCaMMEMMTIOyS 

a. Centurion tanks should not be used In the minefield until 
considerable Stocks of e-are ports are available and then they csn 
only be used If extensive damage Is acceptable. 

b. It Is obvious Ihat the TC are still moving mlnos in the srea 
of the minefield.    Eveiy effort should be mode to destroy the few 
remaining mines before the wet season. 

o.       One possible solution would be to first tear tho fences 
down using tank dosers and some form of grappling hook from 
outside the minefield.    Arc tanks oould then travel cutslie the 
minefield dragging a heavy chain between then.    Because of the 
rough terrain Inside the minefield several posses would hrvo to be 
made ovor the sane area.    A dear path could then be cut by dosers 
for the rebuilding of the fence. 

d.       If nothing olso can be done, tho mines in the minefield 
between Lang Fhuoo Hal and Hoi Ify should be eliminated fiist. 

oo's oaaims 

I concur.    In qy opinion this minefield could only be cleared 
properly with a machine such as o flail tank.    Ad hoc equipments oould be 
dovlsed but a further study is required.    Ihe possibility .of o ourvo<Vroofed 
dosor blade with additional protection on a 18 doser may oe one feasable solution. 
Ihe possibility of lifting the nines by hand io in rny opinion dangerous and 
would be a long arduous and frustrating aeration 

W 



Ann« A to W Coy OpcxfttloD»! 
Axmlyii« dMUi 15 Apr 68. 

BOOBY TRAP REPORT REPORT 

W Cmr 2mH4Cf AHZAOai.  1 ACT. 

(Thlt) 

10173« Uvx) 

(Data/fciM Gp) (Location) 

Af±. 

HOW neiBCTBD     D»tonaUon TYPE EXPLOSIVE*    Grenade,     OBIGII GP MAWFACTOHE       US 

8QP OF CBABSB*      0-10 Ibe   TYPE HHDWI IBVICE     Pull Bilew 

LAST IBXBniY PASSHSI     Owr two day   CIV HI AREA   nqglgERBTC1   TYPE VEH   H/A 

Krraar or nuuGB-    j^        TOTAL CASQALTIBS    3 WIA 

CASUALTY BAIAi Man to. 1 - 1XA Honda/AxM. No body anaour 
Man Ho. 2 • WIA Handa/Aun» No body amour 
Man No. 3 - WIA   Upper Torso, Abdomerv/Groln. No body amour 

Skatoh of devloe, wlraa ate, and their ralationahip to ground laval. 

.? 

Skatoh indicating location of davioa in relation to paraonnel, terrain 
faaturaa. 

-vim ^l 

VC naming indloator« in area   NIL 

Haa thle area bean mined frequently?   Yffl 

Warn Ifala axaa likely fox lining?   Yea, VC and PP have belli uaed minea in area. 

Sutadttad bgrt P.G.Hotop   Maj.    W Coy 2HAI0lZ(AN2AC)a1. 

fivom* ft   f* W coy 



p im«k B to W Coy OpwttioMl 
Atfaljnli datad 15 Apr 68 

W tor «Ua/tefiHZAOai. 1 ATF      121435H Uw) «509555 

(italt) (Sftt^/llla» Gp) (Loofttlaa) 

HOW DETECTED   a>ton>tion   TXPE EXPLOSIVE   HLrw   ORIGIN OF lUHDTACIÜHE   US 

SIZE 07 CEAHJE   0 - 10 Ibi   TYPE XCSDRr DEVICE   PreBaura 

LAST FRnmY FAKAGB   Ovor 2 dMrB   CIV ST AREA   Indlffwctnt   TXPE VEB   Ml 06 

EXTEMT OF DAMAGE   Nil     TOTAL CASUALTIES   2 KIA.  5 WIA 

GASOALTY DATAt Mm No. 1 - m Major injiuqr loci EMOfilwck. No b^dy «nour. 
Utn No.2 - KIA Major Injuiy loot Head/Nook. Jody armour. 
Man No.3 • TCA Faal/Ciagi.'. No body armour. 
Man No.4 - WIA I%»l/L«ga     No body armour. 
Una No. 5 • WIA Dppar Torao No body amour. 
Man No. 6 - WIA Haad/N«ok     No body armour. 
Mut No. 7 • WIA 

REMARKSi   ULna datonatad by angr rtiile olaarlng the approaohea to a minaflald gap. 
Mlna had baan laid in tank txaoka. 

Skatoh indioatlng location of davloa ito relation to paraomal, tarrain, 
faaturaa. 

<*«»ÄfcS 

\    \ 

Raa thia araa baan mlnad fraqu«ntly? 
Mta tfala a likely araa for mining? Yaa^Sap uaad aix daya aarllar by tahka and APCa. 

Subaittad byt P.O.Hotop   MaJ.    W Coy 2RAIl/ll2(ANZAC)Bi. 

-bpctti  is ftp* ur 
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W Coy 
2ItAI^Z(AIZAC)fti. 
BUI ma 
16 Apr 66 

6Q.19 

2IAVkZ(ilZAC}»i.    (l?> 

Info 1 

w ooHPiunf gpEnmar JüTALWIS 

801 DHIT i W Qogr (-) 
OOHtUnBi MfcJ j.G.Hotop BTZIR 
OPBAnoHi cocxrom OBCSH) 7 A 
SnuSOV 1 14 Apr 68 

1.       SMPBICE OT EVBTTS 

140810H 

140820H 

14100CH 

14101« 

141025H 

14103« 

Coggst 

140655B      Qtpttttd W Ooy linM in AFOh and TCVi for 1 Tp A Sqn 3 Äv Ragt provided 
7 AFOi. OM third pi for the op 
(o/a 74) iu okd« 19 of ntmberi 
of Alit Phr PI «d Anti-tinlc PI. 
Oil« PI «u oomttDdtd ly th« 
HSO (also ft H«w ZMl«d*r). 
Two Coibftt Qagr ttaaa mxe ftlao 
under ooad fox tho op. 

oordan and ——p of th« vllltgM of 
1ft Hoi l^r (W503556) and Ap lo Com 
(TS512544). 00 of Oat 1 SLT Zat Uhlt, 
SRI 1M, Intarpratara and oaabara of th« 
Idv Lut Obit «ftra uplifted an rout«. 

Cordon «atb ly c/ft 72 round Lo Com. A 
road block «a« alao aatabliriiad on Route 
44 «t tha Soulhan and of tha villa««. 
All APCa than moved book to e/a 73 to        Aa there «ere knoan to be mines 
ftaaiat la tha oozdoo of Hoi Ify. A further round Hoi ty all troop« remftined 
road blook «ft« eatb Kozth of Hoi I^y. Coy   mounted until the araaa had been 
HI e«tb the «oxeening oantze and a oheoked. 
haidinc eftf« for «uapaota. 

«/■ 74 
fraa the South., 

the «weep of Lo Com Intezpratar« used a loud hallar 
to tell the villagara where to 
«o. 

Initial «weep of Lo Gem ooopleted. 158 
malea and 203 faaalea were «ozeened. 5      4 of the «uapeot« «era pointed 
■uapaota, 2 draft dedgara and 1 refugee     out by Hoi Ghana and the fifth 
«are detained. Die Hfttional Polloe ftlao    «a« on the Blaok LLat. 
detained one auapeot. 

0/« 74 ooawanoed «weep of Hoi My from the 
lerth. e/a 72 oarried out a quiok «aaxoh 
of all houaoa in Lo Ooa. 

V* 72 looatad ooa Uifi alaa, 1 080, 2 The houae w%a oheoked by Div 
paixa of bookagr boota aal two old aaae Int Unit para and tha ownor« 
has«« in a houa« on the BB edge of Lo Com.were looated and queatlonod, 

3ha CBO «aa daatreiyad. 

S AFC« ohaaed a aala *o bzoka out of the Qii« male «a« detained aa a 
oordon «a a bike and headed toafrd« auapeot. 
la« So. I« leapt off hi« bika aal ran 
ytoma. approaohad Iqraan AFC. Ha «a« oaptured 
and rahunad for «ueationlnc. 

^0 /141035H  
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14109911 

14110« 

14130CH 

A§ a luapMt «u kDoim to Hi» la • bouM 
•t 18511546 ttia boua« «a« ■•■■ahftd la 
dttftll. 9i« «uftpMt UM a tallosM« tat 
laoludftd la a'BMunuBHMnti'beek «aa tha 
aaa* of at laMt eaa knoaa 7C. 3ho book 
•ad MB» photoczapha wazo oonflwfttod. 

Initial aaaop ot Bei Mr eoaplotod Igr c/o 
74» o/o 73 HUB oonMnead a Aurthot ■•arob 
of all boaaaa. A blood atiinod bat «aa 
found la ana bouao «hiob Iho latupzatax 
Ifaought «aa a VC bat. A dotallod ■•azob 
of tbt booaa aaa oanlad   oat aolhlnc 
furthox aas found. 

Initi%l aoxoanlnff aaa ooaiplotod. 447 
faMloa and 292 atloo «az» tesaoaod 
(total 739 adulto). Sotainaao aaxa ihan 
MMzaonad and oooo aaxa xaloMod. XUml 
flgaxao aaxa 1 

17 Saopaoto (14 faaala and 3 aalaa 
all oonflaMd bjr Hoi 
Chaaa). 

1 Draft dodcax 
7 Suapaota aaxa also datalnsd tgr 

tba Sbtional Polloa. Suspsots aaxs handed ovox to 
Oat So Sub Saotox. 

14134SB      Convoy dapartad fox Hiii Sat. 

a*   Although thla opaxatloo aaa aountad at ahoxt notloa and only a vwy 
alapl» sozaanlnf oantaa aatabllriiad, tho xasults aasa «ulta ceod. 
b.   It «as obvious that tha Dlv Int PI bad ooaplatad thaix'hoaaaorif» bafoxt 
Ifaa op and kaaa aocaotly ahat thagr aaxa looking fox. Siaxa aaxa appaoalwitaly 
95.aaMa on thaxx •awtad1 list, 
a*   AFOa ax» idaal for dapleifinff a ooxdon gulokly. 
d.   Una to Iftok of para and inaufflolant bxlaflne »oaa paopla aho bad not 
baan aozaanad alaoat aoaafad to aingla »lib thoa» aho bad baan aexaaaad. 

3. 

a*   A zapxaaantatlva froa tha Sat Stv Int unit should attand tb» ooads 0 Gp, 
b.   Sha brlaflaff af all txoopa aoddaf in tba aezavlBC axaa auat ba datailad. 

auat all undaxatand tba syatan baing usad by tba bit Fl and lhair aaaot 

4. oo'a caaians 
I concur «lib ooopony oooooadar.    A quickly inltiatad or ana? 

oordon and aaaioh of a taoan area will genarolly produoa noxa poaitlve raaulta 
oonpored to tha mora oumboraqoa hi^ily organised opaxationa. 

-f' 
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