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FOREWORD

The Task Group on National Systems for Scientific
and Technical Information of the Committee on Scientific
and Technical Information (COSATI) is sponsoring a series
of studies on aspects of information systems and activities
in the United States. This report by Science Communication,
Inc., is the result of one such study.

COSATI feels that this report contains much valuable
information and many thought-provoking recommendations.
Both government and private communities should benefit
by having the report widely distributed, and extensively
reviewed and discussed. Hopeiully professional societies,
private groups and interested individuals will continue the
analysis of scientific and technical data activities which
has been well begun in this report.

Andrew A, Aines
Chairman
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ABSTRACT

This volume presents a plan for study and implementation of national
scientific and technical data system(s) concepts. The plan reported
was developed as a part of a broader planning effort by the Task Group
on National System(s) of the Committee on Scientific and Technical
Information (COSATI). COSATI is a committee of the Federal Council
for Science and Technology.

Major objectives of the plan are: (1) management of scientific and
technical data resources in a manner optimal for maintenance of a
strong science and technology, (2) improvement of existing data
management programs and data handling services by better use of
available technologies and methodologies, (3) development of the
personnel, institutional, and methodolegical capabilities required
to support future data-management and data-handling systems, and
(4) identification of procedures and designation of responsibilities
for actions to racilitate the development of new systems of data
management and data handling.

The plan envisions the achievement of those objectives within a
National Program for Scientific and Technical Data. Significant
elements of the National Frogram include organization of a National
Advisory Council for Scientific and Technical Data and establish-
ment of iwo Program Offices - one for scientific data activities
and one for technical data activities.

The plan presented in this volume is based in part on an extensive
survey-study of data activities as currently conducted in government,
industry, and the professions. The results of this background study
are reported in Volume II of this report.
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ACCESSIBILITY OF DOCUMENTS CITED IN THIS REPORT

Many of the background documents for this study are reports of Government
sponsored studies. Most of these documents are available from the Clearing-
house for Federal Scientific and Technical Infcrmation ("C FSTI"), Springfield,
Va., 22151. In ordering Clearinghouse documeats, use of the "PB" or "AD"
numbers is suggested to expedite the processing. The other principal source

of government-sponsored documents is the Superintendent of Docunents, Govern -
ment Printing Office ("GPO"), Washington, D.C. 20402,

It is the pelicy of the President's Science Advisory Committee and the Federal
Council for Science and Technology, Committee on Scientific and Technical In-
formation, to make their reports and reports sponsored by them readily available
to the public. To assist the reader, therefore, the following information supple-
ments the bibliographic references to such reports as they appear in this report:

1. Progress of the United States Goernment in Scientific and Technical
Communications, Committee on Scientific and Technical information
of the Federal Council for Science and Technology, Executive Office
cf the President, 1965, PB 173 510. Available from CFSTI.

13

Recommendations for National Document Handling Systems in Science and
Technology: Appendix A -- A Backgrouna Study -- Volun::s I and II,
System Development Corporation, Santa Monica, Califcrnia, September
1965, AD 524 560, PB 168 267. Available from CFSTI.

3. A System Study of Abstracting and Indexing in the United States, System
Development Corporation, Falls Church, Virginia, 16 December 1966,
PB 174 249. Available from C¥FSTI,

4. Exploration of Oral/Informal Technical Communications Behavior,
Semi-Annual Technical Report, American Institutes for Research,
Silver Spring, Maryland, 15 March 1967, AD 650 219, Available from CFNTL

5. Handling of Toxicological Information, A Report of the President’s Science
Advisory Committee, The White Hnuse, Washington, D.C. June 1966.
Available from GPO.

6. Science, {;overnment, and Information, A Report of the President’'s Science
Advisory Committee, The White House, January 10, 1763, GPO (out of print).

Y

|

TR TSR el enios i sl voah W s . vy il e o ) 1




Science Communication

Washington. D. C. 200 07

COSATI Data Systems Study

Final Report - F44620-67-C -0022 30 April 1968

1. Report of the Office of Science and Technology Ad Hoc Panel on Scientific
and Technical Communications, J.C.R. Licklider, et al., 8 February 1965.
Unpublished (out of print).

8. The Copyright Law as it Relates to National Information Systems and National
Information Systems and National Programs -- a Study by the COSATI Ad Hoc
Task Group on Legal Aspects Involved in National Information Systems, Wash-
ington, D.C., July 1967, PB 175 618. Available from CFSTI.

9. Progress of the United States Government in Scientific and Technical Informa-
tion, Committee on Scientific and Technical Information (COSATI) of the
Federal Council for Science and Technology, Weshington, D.C., 1966,

PB 176 535. Available from CFSTI.

10, Review of Proposal for a National Data Center, Statistical Evaluation Report
No. 6, Edgar S, Dunn, Jr., Office of Statistical Standards, Bureau of the
Budget, December 1965. Available from Bureau of the Budget, Executive
Office Building, Washington, D,C. 20506.

11. President's Message on Communications Policy to the Congress of the
United States. The White House, Washington, D.C., August 14, 1967.
Available White House Press Office, Washington, D.C., 20506.

12. Scientific and Technological Communication in the Government, (The Crawford
Report), Task Force Report to the President's Special Assistant for Science
and Technology, Washington, D.C., April 1962, AD 299 545. Available from
CFSTI.

13. Information Sciences Technology: First Report of Panel 2, Committee on
Scientific and Technical Information of the Federal Council for Science &nd
and Technology, September 1965, PB 169 686. Available from CFSTI,

14, Presidential Message upon signing of the State Technical Services Act,
P.L. 89-182, President Lyndor B. Johnson, September 14, 1965. Available
from White House Press Office, Washington, D.C., 20506,
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FOREWORD

The electronic age is once more the
age of the hunter, only now it is the
hunt for information, for data.

Of the three principal categories of
information involved in scientific and
technical information--data, proce-
dures and methods, and conceptual
framework, theories and ideas--
only the first, data, are presently
readily responsive to available ma-
chine storage and retrieval.

Since only a small fraction of the
effort expended in collecting data is
typically devoted to its analysis, a
large amount of the informa’ >n it
contains generally is undiscovered
and unexploited. 9

Machines can measure and produce
more data and men can discover
more variables and objectsto meas-
ure than either man or machine can
cope with. 2

The stand taken here is to suggest
an alternative goal for information’
retrieval systems which deserves
greater priority than the dispensing
of information. This alternative is
to assimilate and weld newly gener-
ated knowledge into a coherent over-
all image. .. Whereas the key word
of most enterprises and projects in
information retrieval is access, the
keywords proposed heie as an alter-
native are evaluation and synthesis. 4

Unless destroyed or lost, data can
be reused an infinite number of
times. The flow of technical data is
not only from time to time but from
organization to organization. 6

A listing of sources for the quotations in this Foreward is at the end
of this volume.
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Information is an agency resource,
afederal, national, andinternational
resource. !

Modern science and technology cost
our society dearly, and our society
is justified indemanding its money's
worth, 9

The U. S. Government is the free
'? world’s foremost recipient and gen-
' erator of all types of infcrmation.
Sound handling of information is the
heart of fulfillment of virtually every
major Federal responsibility. 11

The massive store of new scientific
and technical knowledge. . . repre-
sents a national economic resource
possibly equal in importance to our
classical resources of land, miner-
als, manpower and capital. But to
exploit this resource--this bank of
intellectual capital--we must apply
it to the needs of industry and soci-
ety. 12

XII

30 April 1968

The resource canbe maximized only
if it canbe made more than a jumble
of fragments. Information must be

assembled for the good of the Re-

public. 8

. .we must manage our technical
data resources with the same care

that we manage our materiel, man-

power, and financial resources.

Inalarge sense,. .. industrial orga-
nizations exist as much for the pur-
pose of processing information as
for producing military hardware or
consumer goods. 12

The basic theme is that information
is a resource to be ranaged. Its
generation consumes time and mon-
ey. Its use, preper use, conserves
time and money. 14
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Think of the pile of paper represented
by over 50 million engineering draw -
ings both old and new, collected in
DoD activities and repositories. 15

We cannot think of scientific and tech-
nical information as dead records to
be bundled up; and stored away. It
is perhaps a psychological error to
speak interms of ''storage': if it can
be stored, it is dead and its storage
is a waste of time and effort. What
we are dealing with islive and grow-
ing; it must be added to, adjusted,
and--above all--kept where it can be
reached, examined, used. 7

e test of our generat:onwill not

be th. ac. iaulavon of kowledge
In that we have already sarpassed
all 'he ages of mankimd comdnned
Our test will be how v ol w e apply
that knnwl«-d%r for the he*terment of
riankind !

Xtul

30 April 1968

But it is not these physical forms
(documents) that truly describe the
importance of this subject -- it 1s
their knowledge content and the util -
ity of this knowledge for decision-
making, for operation and mainten-
ance, and most important perhaps,
for the generation of new know -
ledge. 16

That scientific and technical infor-
mation comprise the life blood of
scientific research can scarcely be
denied. And, just as the human body
will die if the flood of blood closes
so will the scientific body wither and
die unless the knowledge generated
by research flows freely within the
r~.search community. 18

The fruits of sciecnce are now so
abundant, and human problems so
stagpering and complex, that nations
and the world can no longer afford
the luxury of being casual about
knowledge. 20
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We have made a conscious decision I look with anticipation to the time
that the knowledge that we are gen- when people selling information
erating with rather massive amounts handling systems will drop the pre-
of research and development money tense that the requirement is obvious
must be applied as rapidly as possi- and go and try to determine whether
ble. We are no longer content, in this obvious requirement exists at
other words, totolerate the ineffici- all. 2

encies of the information-transfer
system with which we lived most
comfortably for many years... We
want to make the system more effi-
cient. This, I think, is all right,
but let us bear in mind that it is
something we have decided we want
to do and not something that is in-
trinsic in the subject itself. 21

I believe that the realization of na- Savings almost beyond comprehen-
tional information systems is one of sion may become possible--savings
the most challenging areas of current in manpower, materiel and perhaps
activity, with great potential impact most important, in time. The sav-
onnot only our science and technolo- ings will not be automatic; at times,
gy but also on the academic,. com- they may even prove illusory be-
mercial, and industrial sectors of cause hidden costs develop. But
our society. 23 over the long run, the savings will

be real and substantial, 24

The executive's present efforts to- One cannot expect existing groups to
ward finding an optimum system or develop willingness to cooperate in
set of systems to meet researchers' a scheme wherethe purpose is gen-
and research planners'needs for in- eral, intangible and perhaps only of
formation from and about research sentimental character. Our goals
and development demand stronger in setting up a national system must
support to overcome the parochial be expressed in terms of the roles
interests of individual agencies. The and concrete outputs of all groups in
latter tend to proliferate datacollec- that system. 26

tion classification, storage, and
retri-val techniques.

Xiv
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If man's collected knowledge is to
become truly accessible, plans and
programs must be made, priorities
assigned and resources allocated. 27

Eventually,information system plan-
ners foresee the development of a

network of specialized information

centers with on-l‘ne, instantaneous
retrieval capability utilizing remote
consoles that perhaps will be placed
on the desks of every project engi-
neer,

Because most of the schemes and
devices for handling information are
S0 new, their limitations are still
not fully understood; in particular,
it is not usually appreciatedthat the
new systems generally retrieve doc-
uments rather than information.

Back in thelate 1930's, H.G. Wells
predicted that some worldwide sys-
tem would have to be adopted for the
classification, storage, retrieval,
and Jissemination of scientific data.
We dqp't have such a system yet; but
if Wells had lived through our post-
World War 1l scientific explosion, ne
would have been gratified that elec-
tronics and cybernetics are provid-

ing new means for coﬁng with the

continuous avalanche.

30 April 1968

Our present (data) system has nou
emerged as aresult of overall plan-
ning. ..

Why do we worry about the tyne of
machine organiz-:tion before w=> wor -
ry about the management of infor-
mation per se ?30

We need a way of switching informa-
tion, not documents, to the user in
as discriminating a manner as pcssi-
ble. The user should be informed,
not overwhelmed. 32

... it requires enormous intellectual
effort to devise a system for order-
ing such data. Onehas to know a lot
of botany to be a Linneaeus; a suc-
cessful Chemical Registry scheme is
worth a Nobel Prize inchemistry. 34

XV
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I. INTRODUCTION

A. Background

The information activities that support the nation's scieatific and
technological posture have been the subject of considerable discussion
and study during the past decade. At the national level, the U.S. Senate
Committee on Government Operations, the U. S, House of Representa-
tives Committee on Science and Astronautics, and other committees
concerned with science and technology have conducted numerous hear-
ings and, in general, engendered within both the Federal Government
and the broader scientific and technical community a more realistic
appreciation of the attention warranted by scientific and technical in-
formation activities. Subaequently, efforts of the President's Science
Advisory Committee and the Federal Council for Science and Technology
have become a focal point that has helped to clarify responsibilities,
problems and potential opportunities within a perspective which spans
the professions, the Government, and the private sector. Between 1958
and 1965, several Panels and Ad Hoc Committees of these bodies exa-
mined various aspects of scientific and technical information activities
and related problems.

In 1962, the Federal Council for Science and Technology established
the Committee on Scientific Information under the auspices of the
Office of Science and Technology, Executive Office of the President.
In 1964, the name of the Committee was changed to Committee on
Scientific and Technical Info. mation (COSATI) to indicate that its
scope of interest included technical, as well as scientific, information
activities. The current organizational structure of COSATI, as shown
in Exhibit [-1, indicates its extensive involvement in improving Federal
scientific and technical information activities. In addition, COSATI,
through its own leadership and initiative, is stimulating organizations
in and out of the Government, in the United States and overseas, in
science and technology and other fields, to seek new methods of
improving their capability to communicate information efficiently

and effectively both within and between communities. Perhaps the
most ambitious of COSATI undertakings, to date, invoives the work

of a Task Group to study the complex arca of planning for national
information system(s). The Charter of this Task Group, 1-awn up
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in 1964 (see Exhibit I-2), identificd two principal goals and objectives:

® Undertake those investigations needed to (a) inventory
and evaluate the resources (people, librarieg, and
other services, equipment, materials and funds)
currently being utilized in national and other domes-
tic scientific and technical information activities;
and (b) ascertain the information needs of users
such as: acientists, engineers, managers, practi-
tioners, and the technical public, as individuals and
as groups, in and out of the government.

® Based upon thease and other findings, prepare recom-
mendations and plans for the development of national
information system(s) to include actions for Govern-
ment agencies, suggestions for actions by the private
sector, and steps to move from current to advanced
information systems.

The Task Group recognized very early the hurdles that lie in the path of
implementing improved national systems. The COSATI Progress Report
of 1965* noted that: (1) There should be no disruption of existing informa-
tion channels; (2) Account must be taken of widely differing capabilities

of existing systems and the realities of funding, long-established practices,
rapid changes in information technology, and the differing needs of various
segments of the user communities; and (3) The Government cannot direct
the private activities that form a major element ¢f the national informa-
tion capability--that it can only encourage them to join forces in a national
system. Recognition of these realities has defined the objectives of the
Task Group on National Systems in all of its programs.

The Task Group hag sponsored a set of complementary studies to accumu-
late background information ¢:1d to assess ite relevance te the require-
ments and feasibility fectors relating to national scientific and technical
information systems concepts. The first study examined the current
status of document handling and made recommendations concerning a
national document handling system. ** A s2cond study deait in depth with

.Proguu of the United States Government in Scientific und Technical
Communications, Committee on Scientific and Tezhnical Information
of the Federal Council for Science and Technology., Executive Office
of the President, 1965

**Recommendations for National Document Handiing Systems in Science
and Technology Appendix A--A Background Study- - Volumes I and
II. System Development Corporation, Santa Monica, California,

Septerrber 1965. Contract AF 19 (628) - 5166.
1-2
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abotracting an? indexing services in the United States. * Another study
analyzed the structures and functions of informal information-
communication systems. ** Based on the results of these studies,

other findings, and the experience of its members, the Task Group is
formulating recommendations and plans for consideration and implemen-
tation of national information system concepts.

B. Objectives of the Study of Data
Undertaken by the Task Group on National System(s)

Prior to 1968, relatively few comprehensive studies had been conducted

of scientific and technical data systems. Previous studies and surveys

had been restricted to the data activities of an agency, to a specific scien-
tific or technical field, or to selected elements of a total data system --
e.g., data processing equipment. Consequentlv. the COSATI Task Group
on National! Systeme has undertaken a broad-scope study that can be used to
guide the formation of national policy with respect to systems for scienti-
fic and technical data collection, reduction, storage, retrieval, analysis,
and dissemination. Specifically, the study by the Tasz Group is intended to:

L Assess the degree of attention that is being
given to data on the national level:

e Clarify the role that scientific and technical
data -- in various stages of refinement -- play
in the technical decision process; and

° Formulate data system policies and/or
actions that will benefit the interchange of
technological know-how and the conduct of
research.

For the purposes of the study, data arc described as quantitative or quali-
tative representations of properties, characteristics, or attributes of
objects, events, measurements, or observations. In common usage, dats
connote factual, as opposed to conceptual information; in addition, the term is

* A System Study of Abstracting and Indexing in the United States,
§y'tcm Development Corporation, Falls Church, Virginia,
18 December 1988, Contract NSF-C-484.

*+  Exploration of Oral/Informal Technical Communications Behavior,
Semi-Annual Technical Report, American Institutes for Research,
S{lver Spring, Maryland, 15 March 1967, DAHKHC-04 67 C0004.

I-3
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frequently used to denote the factual information content of a document,
rather than the document or artifact itself. The latter distinction permits
differentiation between this study and many previous studies which dealt
with document handling systems or with abstracting, indexing, or other
treatment of conceptual information content of documents. The scope of
the study, roughly defined, includes activities involving the following
types of scientific and technical data:

e Data acquired in the course of conducting
experiments or examining natural phenomena,
or in the course of performing tests according
to prescribed procedures;

] Data which describe the characteristics or
performance of a natural phenomenon, a
material, a device, or a component; and

s Data which instruct, guide, or aid skilled or
semi-skilled persons in the prop=r use,
maintenance, or replacement of artifacts,
or in techriques and procedures.

This study {s intended to establish how the various types of scientific and
technical data are acquired, stored, retrieved, packeged, and dissemi-
nated for specilic types of users; why these packaging methods have been
adopted; and what changes in methods are foreseen in the future. Special
emphasis is placed on uses made of data by various functional groups (e.g..
basic research, equipment and systems development, product application,
etc.) and the degree of processing or refinement of data needed for such
functional groups.

A further objective of the study, which is to be conducted in several phases, is
to facilitate an open discourse and provide an opportunity for expression of
the views and knowledge of the many individuals and organizations that will

be key participants in the development, operation, and use of future data
systems.

The scope o the Task Group study can be summarized as encompansing
scientific and technical data activities which are potentially amenable to
determination of requirements {or national data systems or for other types
of coordination which would improve our national scientific and technologi-

cal posture.
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C. Approach and Products of the Initial Phase of the Study

In September 1966, Science Communication, Inc. was awarded a contract
to initiate this study. Specilically, Science Communication, Inc. underiook
to conduct a preliminary survey of scientific and technical data activities,
data-relatecd problems, and data system needs within government, the pro-
fessions, and industry. This initial phase of the COSATI Task Group Study
was undertaken to produce a preliminary census of current data activities
and a plan for further study and consideration of various conccpts of na-
tional scientific and technical data systems.

Volume II of this Report summarizes the census-survey [indings of this
initial phase of the study. Volume I presents a recommended plan for
further study and implementation of national data systems concepts, and a
discussion of factors considered in the development of the plan.

The following Summary of Conclusions and Recommendations (Section 1I)
highlights some of the more important conclusions reached in this initial
phase of the study. It must be emphasized that these conclusions are the
result of a very limited effort in terms of the ratio of the size of the study
effort to the magnitude of the problem area examined. However, these
conclusions, together with the other findings and recommendations in this
Report, provide, for the first time, visibility and articulation of the data
segment of scientific and technical information activity.

During the structuring and conduct of thie survey activities, it was fre-
quently necessary to make decisions as to which areas or modes of study
would best meet the purposes of the study. These decisions, by necessity,
involved a consideration of the underlying justifications for the study. A
summary of some justifizations and of current perspectives concerning the
role of data is presented in Section III. Also, it was recessary to formu-
late an internally consistent set of concepts and terminology to guide and
unify the survey efforts. A selected set of these concepts with their defi-
nitions is presented in Exhibit I-3. Additional discussion of the structuring
concepts is contained in the Introduction to Volume II o this Report.

Volume II provides background information for consideration of the Plan
presented in Volume 1. Primary elements of this census include state-of-
the-art descriptions of data activities in selected communities of science
and technology, a preliminary census of formal data efforts in science and
technology, and findings from selected survey-probes of data management
and handling capabilities, activities, and problems in typical institutional

. or organizational settings. In total, findings from these complementary
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surveys provide a summary of the current state-of-the-art in scientific
and technical data managemen: and data handling efforts.

The four survey techniques used to develop the preliminary census of data
activities were literature review, mail questionnaires, workshop discus-
sions, and personal interviews with leading data specialists and managers.
These same techniques were employed to derive the plan for continuation
of the study. Concurrent conduct of these two aspects of the study per-
mitted meaningful integration by encoursging the considerati-n of current
facts and opinions 1n the evolution of recommendations for future data sys-
teins study and development.

This Report equips the COSATI] Task Group on National Systems and other
interested organizations with a preliminary definition of the challenge
awaiting those who will assume the leadership in creating improved scien-
tific and technical data systems In addition, it provides a focal point for
reviews and discussions tc further define required actions and enlist the
participation of the many organizations and individuals who must contri-
bute to the development of improved scientific and technical data manage-
ment and handling systems. Suggestions for further background reading
are enumerated 1n the Selected Reading List, Exhibit I-4.
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I SUMMARY OF MAJOR CONCLUSIONS
AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Man's physical awareness, and to a lesser extent, his total existence,

is defined by his ability to sense and comprehend his environment and
his relationship to it. Creation of symbolic representations of this
environment and use of these representations in constructive communi-
cations is a vital function of modern societies. A significant change in
the manner in which this function is performed in any significant segment
of our society can alter the nature of human affairs. Science and tech-
nology are in the midst of such a change.

Our study has only begun to sketch this change, as evidenced in current
scientific and technical data activities. However, continued change or
transition in data management and data handling systems is inevitable
and can be expected to continue to grow in significance. Consequently,
steps should be taken to characterize the transition, provide visibility
to its nature and impertance, and to enlist the resources required to
guide the change in the direction most beneficial to our national scientific
and technological posture. If properly applied, means are currently
available to improve current data management and data handling prac-
tices. In addition, it is feasible to initiate development of new data
handling systems which promise quantum increases in the utility of our
national scientific and technical data regource.

The conclusions and recommendation cf this preliminary study are not
highly prescriptive as to the configuration and functional structure of
national data handling systems. Rather, primary emphasis is given to
identification of actions which will evolve goals, competencies, and
motivations which can be integrated into a comprehensive, yet decen-
tralized program to achieve optimum utility from our national scientific
and technical data resource. The recommended program should not,

in fact cannot, be implemented on a crash basis; neither can its imple-
mentation be delayed if the U S. intends to maintain its position of pre-
eminence in science and technology. The major recommendations in
this report are offered as a preliminary blueprint for establishment of
a National Scientific and Technical Data Program. If the recommended
program is initiated in FY 1969, national scientific and technical data
systems eould be a functional reality as early as FY 1975.
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A. Scientific and Technical Data--
Perspectives and Policy Implications

CONCLUSION: The utility of our national scientific and technical data

resource can be substantially increased by improved management.

Although the Federal Government and non-government organizations in
the U. S. jointly expend in excess of 20 billion dollars annually to sup-
port research and development efforts. few policies exist to guide the
management of the resultant scientific and technical data. In fact,
current policies and programs have resulted in an imbalance between
the efforts expended to generate new data and the efforts expended tc

maintain, evaluate and make maximum use of available data.

RECOMMENDATION: The Executive Office of the President should

igssue a policy statement establishing the objectives of a national

program to improve the inaniagement of scientific and technical

data activities within governmeut, the professions, and industry.

The statement should not only identify goals but designate responsibilities
and identify means to achieve the¢ program objectives. Specifically, the
program should achieve redistribution of Federal expendi‘ures so that

an appropriate percentage of each agency's research and development
budget is allocated to data activities. The program should involve
upgrading of existing data systerns and services, and development of

the capabilities required for implementiation of improved sysiems for
future data management and handling. [n addition, the program ghould

p ovide funds to support exploratory study and planning of data manage-

!
ment and data handling systems in those areas of science and technology
which can most benefit from such study and planning. The tosal program

should be structured and administered in a manner which will assure

appropriate participation by all sectors of the scientific and technological

commumity.
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CONCLUSION: No effective means currently exists for coordinating

and integrating the data management and data handling activities

of the governmental, professional, and industrial sectors of

science and technology.

Desgpite the extensive efforts of COSATI and the respective agencies of
the Federal Government to coordinate intra-government scientific and
technical information activities, no broad-gauge means has been esta-
blished to coordinate these efforts with those of non-government
organizations. The National Science Foundation is ourrently funding and
working with professional societies to establish discipline-based informa-
tion systems, and many other government agencies cooperate with a
limited number of non-government organizations. For example, the
Department of Defense co-sponsors meetings and working groups with
data-oriented sub-groups of the American Ordnance Association and the
National Security Industrial Association. However, existing arrangements
are not adequate to support the implementation of the program required

to achieve optimal use of the national scientific and technical data resource.

RECOMMENDATION: A National Advisory Council for Scientific and
Technical Data should be established.

The Council membership should represent the various segments of scien-
tific and technical data activity, both governmental and non-governmental.
The Council should function principally as a review and consultative body
and should be structured to permit the operation of Panels concerned with
the following types of data activities: (1) Discipline-research (scientific)
data activities; (2) Developmental-mission data activities; (3) Applications-
product data activities; (4) General-purpose data activities; and (5) Data

system technologies and development activities. Through operation of its
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Panels, meetings such as a White House Conference and special studies,

the Council would provide a forum dealing with data management and
data handling system requirements. Based on inputs from this con-
tinuing forum and Council review of current data management practices

and data system performance, the Council would evolve reccinmendations

to guide the National Scientific and Technical Data Program. The
Council should maintain a small, permanent staff which would function
as the secretariat for the Advisory Panels and would monitor planning

and other special studies initiated by the Council.

CONCLUSION: Scientific and technical data and data activities are

exceedingly complex; national data programs and system

development efforts must be capable of effectively recognizing

and accommodating this complexity.

The extent of this complexity can be gained by considering the attributes
of scientific data activities agsociated with discipline research as com-
pared with those technical data activities associated with mission
development or product application activities. Each of th.se types of
data activities use data (even the same data) in different ways, prefer
specific packaging methods, and are driven by different motivational

factors in the generation, handling. and application of data.

RECOMMENDATION: National data programs and related policies must

be implemented with due consideration of the diverse types of dat:

activities which are conducted as an integral and vital part of

science and technolog.

Present knowledge indicates that the National Scientific and Technical Data

Program should consist of at least two subprograms - one formatted to
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develop improved data management and handling systems for scientific
data activities, and one formatted to the requirements of technical data
activities. This would permit the total program the flexibility required
for effective interaction between government, industry, and the profes-
sions. More specifically, it would permit the Federal Gove: nment to
tailo» its support of data system development efforts in accordance with

the =xtent of the public interest.

In addition, the National Data Program must be structured to complement
and build on existing data efforts, both gcvernmental and non-governmental.
Especially, it should provide a means for including a voice for the interests
of the pre-existing data service programs in the mission-oriented

Federal agencies and in commercial service firms such as publishers.

CONCLUSION: The full utility of scientific and technical data is not

currently realized under existing data management and data

handling policies.

Analogous to the preservation of academic freedom, the individual scientist
has rightfully striven to preserve independence from external influences
on the conduct of his scientific work. As a consequence, the scientific
community has avoided centralized coordination of its activities,
including conrervation of the knowledge structures which constitute

the bases of the various disciplines. It is assumed that the informal
structures, such as the invisible college and the more formal
mechanisms associated with publicatinn of the scientific journal and
monographs, provide adequate vehicles for communicating data and

for maintenance of the unity which is 80 vital to a strong science.

This assumption fails to give due weight to the changing character of
the role which our society expects science to perform and the changes
which result as scientists atiempt to react to these new expectations.

It also fails to note the inadequacies of the scientific paper, professional
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journal, and abstract publication as a set of tools for the communica-
tion and maintenance of the increasing pool of factual information or

data being generated by scientists.

Althougt due to other causes, the data management and conservation
practices currently followed in developmental or applications
activities in science and technology are equally ineffective. For
example, in spite of the large amounts expended to develop costly
items of equipment for applications, such as defense and space
exploration, data describing these equipments are not maintained

in well-structured, full-indexed files readily accessible to other

potential users.

RECOMMENDATION: Each scientific or technical community,

including mission-oriented agencies, should reappraise

its current procedures for managing and handling scientific

and technical data, especially in regard to their adequacy

for conservation of the data as a costly and potentially

reusable resource.

Each community should establish a focal point and procedures to
identify the churacteristics of its data resources, to articulate
data management objectives, and to formulate plans and progruems
to implement data handling systems development or other actions
to achieve the goals of the community. In effect, each community
should create a body (office, committees, etc.) to serve as a
spokesman and coordinator for the cooperative data activities of
the community. Such data activity coordinators might be housed 1n
professional societies, trade assuciations, educational institutions,

or government agencies; however, participation in the activities of
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the cocrdinating body should be open to all members of the community.

In fact, the ability to assure a large involvement of the community in
its activities should be a prerequisite for recognitinn of the coordinat-
ing body as the designated agent to participate in National Scientific
and Technical Data Program development. In addition, suchk groups
should explore the feasibility and potential utility of data indexes or
inventories, data-source referral services, computer-composed
handbooks, computer-maintained data banks, and other means of
maintaining and increasing the utility of the data base serving a
given community of users. The coordinating body should serve
pmcipally to act as an initiator for the development of such service®,
however, if other means are not feasible, the coordinating body

could undertake provision of such services.

CONCLUSION: There is inadequate knowledge concerning the nature

(quantity, quality, location, ownership, usefulness, etc.) of

existing scientific and technical data to permit optimum

design of national data management programs or data

handling systems.

It is amacz.ing that,despite the large expenditues for guneration of
data and level of sophistication generally acknowledged to exist in
administration of scientific and technoluui. ai ¢ tivities, a compre-
hensive 1nventory of data does not currently exist for any of the
major communities in science and technology. As a ~onsequence,
many important decisions, concermng ~ither scientific and technol-
ogical programs or data handling, are made with httle detailed
information concerning the available data resource. In many cases,

Federal contracts or grants are awarded for generation of new data

when the awarding agency 18 unable to supply the contracto~ or grantee

with information concerning the nature, quality, availability, etc. of

previous measurement results.
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RECOMMENDATION: A National Index of Scientific and Technical Data

should be developed. Such an index ig essential if data manage-

ment is to be planned on a systematic basis. Also, such an

index would be immediately useful to scientists and technologists

who currently expend as much as 30% of their working hours

searching for data required to perform their job.

The index envisioned i8 not one single, comprehensive index; rather, it
would consist of sub-indexes covering the data resources useful within
individual communities. The initial index should cover existing scientific
or technical data files, data reference tools such as handbooks, and
computer processible data. Subsequently, it could be extended and
refined to index data at the document level. The form of the index
should be adapted to tihe requirements of the using communinies. In
many cases, the index will be most useful if compiled and maintained
in a computer searchable form. The National Index could be pursued
as a central element of a National Data Program with the index com-
pilatien activities in each scientific or technical community being
coordinated by a selected organization such as a professional society
or trade association. Commercial firms could disseminate the Index

in either hardcopy or computer processible form.

CONCLUSION: Federal policy relative to scientific and technical

dats manage ment must rtcolgize and facilitate -aaximum

use of the exislimcientiﬁc and technical data resource.

Science has fostered wide dissemination and accessibility to scientific
data with restrictions liuiited largely to thogse conventions required to
scknowledge the generator. To a lesser extent, copyright hag been
employed to enable the pubiisher to maintain an economically viable

channel for dissemination of data. In contrast, mission-oriented

-9
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agencies of the Federal Government and comrmercial firms frequently
restrict the distribution or accessibility of the data which they generate.
In some instances, it is because the agency or firm does not wish to
disclose its position; 1n other cases, the agency or firm has no desire
to restrict the data, but has no inccative *¢ expend the funds and/or

effort required to make the data available to other users.

RECOMMENDATION: The Federal Government should establish a

policy to encourage the accessibility of scientific and technical

data to as many potential users as possible.

Such a policy would not conflict with full recognition of the property
rights of individuals or organizations. Rather, it would be promulgated
with a specific delineation of private data (data which an individual or
organization dues not desire to disclose or release), proprietary data
(data which the cwner or possessor will release under prescribed con-
ditions such as payment of a fee), and public data (data for which
ownership and possession is in the public domain). Government support
should be given to efforts for removal of the barriers which result in
data being restricted when, in fact, the owner or holder has no objec-

twons to use of the data by others,

inittady, the Federal Government should take actions to sec that

data generated under 1ts sponsorship 18 managed 50 as to assure
maximum use. For example, all! Federal research and deve lbpment
programs should direct 3 minimum level of effort to this objective.
This should be s .pplemesnted by 1 central clearinghouse which would
support the special data hnsbandry operations required to move data
from a restricted or limited use context (e. g., an agency project file)
to one where *he data has higher visibility : nd greater uce potential
(¢ g.. » government-i1ssued index to data of potential interest to a

specific user group. etther government or non-government)

I1-10

gy
. .

(=t oy Gy gy pmg gy P




L TR R
oef ond o} Od o 0N

-

RNy e €

! 1 -y

M ]
.

PR

.

&~

ot Ppayy 1 'Y

© A T b =

Salence Communiocation
Washington, D. C. 200 07

COSATI Data Systems Study
Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

In addition, where commercially generated data have high utility for

a large or significant segment of a scientific or technological community,

the Federal Government should be prepared to underwrite the cost of
organizing and disseminating the da*«. However, this should be
undertaken only when costs or other factors preclude such actions

by commercial service firms.

CONCLUSION: As data handling becomes increasingly automated, the

need for standardization of data handhgg methods will become

increasingly ‘mpnrtant to the National Scientific and Technical

Data ijram.

To a lesser extent, there will also be factors leading to increased need
for some standardization of the form and quality of data. However, any
steps towards standardization of data form and quality must be taken
with caution and with a full appreciation of the implications for the
conduct of scientific and technical work. As the major supporter of
scientific and technical work, the Federal Government has a vital
interest, as well as the means, to assure that standardization require-

ments are delineated and implemented.

RECOMMENDATION: The Federal Government should take action

to assure development and application of standardized methods

of handling basic scientific data, especially those automated

methods broadly applicable to data systems 1n more than one

field of reseuarch.

Scientists 1n specific areas of research must make the final determina-
tion of whether standardization uf measurements and data 1s feasible or

desirable. Whereas., Government-initiated standardizaticn of data

fH-11
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handling methods supporting res~arch on a broad basis appears
desirabre, standardization of data handling methods supporting
development or applications activitics does not appear warranted
except within specific Government- development programs. Industry,
through ccoperative arrangements, should be encouraged to upgrade
and standardize its developmental and applications data activities.

In situations where it can be shown that standardization will contribute
to a better integrated and strcager national scientific and technological
competence, the Federal Government should, if required, subsidize
standardization efiorts. At a minimum, the Covernment should provide
increased technical assistance and financial support o standardization

activities.

CONCLUSION: The diverse connotations assigned by different com-

munities, organizations, and individuals to scientific and tech-

nical data, data artifacts, and data management and handling

efforts constitute severe barriers to systematic planning and

evaluation.

For exarmnple, in engineering and other applicant-oriented activities,
data is frequently used to connote all documentation required for accom-
plishment of the scientific and technical objectives of the project, program,
or organization. Whereas, in research or discipline-oriented activities,

data is used to connote factual information as contrasted to conceptual

information, Further, a preliminary review of the currently accepted
definitions in the various Goverrment agencies are not consistent. One
result of this non-standardization is inefficiency and increased costs
incurred by contractors and other non-government organizations who

deal with more than one government agency.
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RECOMMENDATION: The Committee on Scientific and Technical
Information (COSATI) should promulgate a set of definitions

which delineate an internally consistent set of terms

covering scientific and technical data activities.

These definitions, if carefully formulated, will provide a guide to encourage
consistent usage of scientific or technical data terms throughout the

Federal Government. The existence of an acceptable set of terms will
facilitate the establishment of more precise and effective policies and
procedures dealing with data activities. Specifically it will facilitate
acquisition of data from r.on-government sources and will make it easier

to communicate concerning data between government ofi.res.

CONCLUSION: Just as science is international, scientific and technical

data activity is often international in scope.

In many areas of science and technology, such as atmespheric science, it
is very important to obtain data on a world-wide basis. Where these
needs exist, many scientific and technological communities in the United
States, through the International U/nions and similar organizations,

have become participants in international data activities. Currently,
much international data activity involve s multi-nation efforts to collect
data nn a worid-wide basis. In many cases, these data will constitute a
part of the data base which future national data systems must handle.
Consequently, it is critical that U.S. participation in such activities be
planned and conducted on the most informed basis possible. A current
problem is that the attention which responsible offices have been able to
give to this activity has not kept pace with the increasing volume and

importance of international data activities.

I1-13
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Another aspect of this question is the immense size of the total data
management effort; the U,S, cannot hope to independently perform

this function for all areas of science and technology.

RECOMMENDATION: Offices in the Federal Government designated as

responsible for representing U.S. interests in the area of

international data activities should be strengthened not only to

permit them {0 better represent U,S. interests, but also to

enable them to establish better communications and workirlg

relationships with on-going activities in the U.S.

The requirement for effective coordination of U.S, involvement in inter-
naticnal data activities and program deve opment is expected to continue
to increase as data management becomes more formalized and national

data systems are developed. It will become increasingly important to

guard against unilateral actions by individual organizations or communities.

Also, a means must be established to determine which areas of scientific
and technical data management the U.S, will undertake jointly with other

countries and which would best be pursued totally or largely by the U.S,
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B. Current Issues and Problems--
Nature and Possible Resolutions

CONCLUSION: The inadequacy of classifical methods for structuring

and communicating scientific and technical data in current working

contexts has created unnecessary apprehension.

The more evident symptoms of this apprehensioninclude fears, such as those
voiced in the Weinberg Report, that science could lose its unity and effective-
ness by fragmenting into a mass of repetitious findings, or worse, into
conflicting specialties that are not recognized as mutually inconsistent.
Subsequent study indicates that the existing apprehension represents the
expected preamble to a significant change in data management and handling

methods.

RECOMMENDATION: The currently evolving expressions of need for larze-

scale scientific and technical data handling systems should be viewed

as a response to opportunity, not an act of desperation to avoid inun-
detion by the flood of data.

Science and technology has not only generated massive quantities of data;
it has also developed computers and other tools which offer urprecedented
opportunities for improved management and handling of this data resource.
In fact, these tools, if properly applied, offer the potential for quantum in-
creases in the uses of data, thereby not only increasing the return to sup-
porters of science and technology but also reducing the total cost involved.
The nation should no longer tolerate only partial use of data; data is not
consumed by use, but ratner gain information value with reuse.

CONCLUSION: Current research and development administration,

especially within Federally-sponsored programs, frequently ‘

gives preferential consideration to research or development

II-15
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to generate scientific and technical data over activities directed
to assembly, evaluation, and _application of existing data.

It has been stated on several occasions that the individual scientist

is frequently encouraged by diverse factors, some sociological and
some related to the current nature of research funding and adminis-
tration, to undertake new measurements before fully digesting
previous measurements. In many iistances. individual scientists or
technologists, as well as research and development projects, have
found it easier to rereat measurements than to locate the results of
previous measurements. Such regeneration of data can be very ex-
pensive, especially if it should require flight testing of a supersonic
aircraft such as the RB-70 or launching of an instrumented satellite.

RECOMMENDATION: Each Federal research and development
program should be required to allocate a minimum percentage

of its budget to husbandry and conservation of the scientific or
technical data generated by the program.

For example, basic research programs might allocate 10%, applied
research programs 15%, and developmental programs 5%. These
funds need not be identified as line items in the agencies' budgets, but
an annual report of compliance should be made to a centralizsed review
body such as the Bureau of the Budget or the Office of Science and
Technology. The intent of this recommendation is to assure that a
reasonable effort is expended to conserve data generated by Federal
expenditures and to assure that it is readily accessible for application

in either other Federal programs or in the other Jectors of our society.
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CONCLUSION: Although essentially the same problems are observed

in data handling activities in the different fields of science and

technology, no mechanism now exists for the coordination of

efforts toward solution of these problems.

Perhaps, the reason for so little comparison of experiences is the
belief widely held by the directors of data-document depositories,
data-evaluation centers, etc. that the problems faced by each data
handling effort are unique. Although this study has confirmed the
uniqueness of some aspects of data handling efforts, it has also

found that most efforts encounter similar difficulties in the areas of

application of new technologies, financing of costly development

efforts, and recruitment and retention of capable personnel. Also,
present operation philosophies do not indicate an awareness of the
potential interaction between data efforts serving a common com-
munity of science or tectnology. The current evaluation of the
effectiveness of many of these efforts is that it is very low because
they do not permit effective inieraction between the data resource

and the potential user.

RECOMMENDATION: The Federal Government should establish an

information center to serve as a depository and dissemination

agency for information dealing with design, development, opera-

tion and management of scientific and technical data systems.

The center should serve to gupport participants in the National Scien-

tific and Technical Data Program, especially the National Advisory

Council for Science and Technology. The services of this center should

be extended to non-government as well as government offices. Such a
center could be established by consolidating and sugmenting some of

the current information service activities of the NBS Research Informstion

I-17
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Center and Advisory Service on Information Processing, the NSF
Office of Science Information Service, and the Bureau of the Budget

Management Study File.

In addition, professional societies, such as the American Society

for Information Sciences, should establish panels or subgroups of
data system professionals and should undertake development of
publications and meetings to communicate devrlopments concern-

ing scientific and technical data management systems. I[n addition,
the roles and functions of these existing efforts shouid be re-examined
as part of the National Scientific and Technical Data System planning.
Careful consideration should be given to ways in which the operations
of the efforts serving a given community of users could be coor-

dinated to contribute more to effective data management.

CONCLUSION: Current data service requirements are largely

undefined.

Additionally, effective methods are not available for predicting future
data requirements. This factor, as much as any other single factor,

has restricted the development of large-scale data handling systems.

RECOMMENDATION: Existing data service centers such as the

Mational Oceangggg_ghic Data Center and National Space Sciences

Data Center, and new prototype data resource centers. should

be used as test beds to study dsta service needs.

Factors to be examined should include the effect of usage levels and
user satisfaction resulting from the availability of different configura-

tions of data services. For example., remote console access to a
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centralized data bank should be compared with desk-top microfilm
services. Other factors examined should include degree of data

evaluation, format of data presentation, user charges, etc.

CONCLUSION: Current scientific and technical handling practices

do not fully employ available technologies.

Despite extensive use of computers for performance of mathematical
computations, science and technology have only recently begun to
exploit the computer as a tool for structuring, storing, and main-
taining large files or banks of scientific and technical data. A

more mundane example of the lagging use of technology is evident

in the current practices for composing and disseminating data
documents or artifacts. For example, despite the technological
capability to maintain handbooks essentially current, most handbooks
are five years or more out of date. If significant advances are to

be made in the application: of new technologies, knowledge must be
gained concerning the effectiveness of these new tools for performance
of sperific data management and handling functions within real-world

work environments.

Application of currently available data handling tecknologies offers
potential fo: substantial increases in the utility of the existing
scientific and technical data resource. This increased utiiity can
be achieved by two means: first, by performance of current
activities in a more effective manner; and second, ry using new
technologies to conduct activities previously impossible. An exam-
ple of the first means would include computer maintenanc® and

searching of indexes to data. The second application, which offers
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the greater potential, is to use large automated data files to
perform pattern recognition or other types of higrer level
analyses Another new use potentially exploitable is computer-
aided design whi:h brings the data and the computer into the

daily work pattern of the gcientist or technologist

RECOMMENLATION: The Federal Government, professional

societies, trade associations, commercial publishers, and

other collectors and disseminators of scientific or technical data

should explore meaas of applying modern technology for more

effective assembly and dissemination of scientific and technical

data.

Areas to be examined should include use of computers to maintain

the data base and compose handbooks. Also, microfilm and computer

processable media should be more extensively used to disseminate data.

In appropriate cases, data should be disseminated in more directly
useful forms such as in combination with computer programs for de-

sign, diagnosis, or other applications of data.

The Federal Government should sponsor demonstration projects in
which innovative data handling tools and media would be tested.

Some of these demonstration projects should be in government
prograinmatic contexts and some in non-government contexts. These
demonstration projects should be conducted as controlled experiments
with results carefully documented for educational and training pur-
poses. Where possible, existing projects intimately associated with
on-going rescarch and development should be used as demonstration
projects. A typical candidate project might be the National Institutes
of Health Chemical/Biological Information Handling Program. This
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program was only recently initiated and is intended to develop an
on-line data system to serve the researchers involved in the NIH

Toxicology Research Progran..

CONCLUSION: The lag time between data generation and dissemina-

tion using traditional publications is frequently from two to

five years.

This lag time is caused by several forces and conditions which
prevail primarily in the scientific community. First, the practic-
ing scientific investigator is motivated to publish data only upon
generation or verification of a significant theory or hypothesis;
and data generated at the outset of a theoretical investigation may
therefore not be published for several years. Secondly, the time
lapse between preparation of a paper and actual publication may
be as much as one year, because of the slow review process and
the backlog of papers that exist in scientific fields. Thirdly, the
acditional effort required to publish data which do not relate
directly to interim investigative conclusions, deters and some-

times eliminates its publication.

RECOMMENDATION: Programs should be developed to more

dir-.tly couple experimentation, tests, etc. with data systems.

As on-iine use of computers in scientific investigations becon:es
a widespread reality, automated data banks should be developed,
particularly in the physical sciences, environmental, and geo-
sciences. Pilot programs should be implemented to de*ermine

the feasibility of such data banks and to examine the associated

problems, especially structuring and access aspecis of such systems.
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CONCLUSION: Although the total investment applied to generation

of data concerning products and processes far exceeds tnat applied

to generation of basic scientific data, inadequate effort 1s expended

by the Federal Government to organize this data for secondary

usges.

As an example, files and search procedures do not exist to permit a
potential user to locate data describing previously developed equipment
meeting a given set of performance characteristics. Such data
normally cannot be located unless the searcher has informal knowledge

concerning the probable location of the data.

RECOMMENDATION: Current efforts, such as the Depariment of
Defense Engineering File, should be substantially accelerated,

and other equipment developmen' agencies without such sysiems

should initiate study of their feasibili*y.

A legical start toward such systems would be an inventory operation
to develop an index to th< existing files. If this were done in a number
of agencies, it would make a major contribution toward the National

Index of Technical Data.
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C. Systems Development --
Requirements and Implementation Concepts

CONCLUSION: It cannot be expected that existing groups will cooperate

in efforts to develop national systems whe: ¢ the purpose is intangible

or Federal domination might restrict t.ie legitimate freedoms of

scientific groups, commercial firms, etc.

Many scientists and techrologists object, as a matter of principle, to
the involvement of the r'ederal Government in planning or coordination
of scientific and technical data management programs or data handling
systems. It must also be noted, however, that an equal or greater
number recognize that neithe: the individual scientist and technologist
nor the professional organizations have the necessary resources or
have exhibited a capability to assume responsibility for creating data

management and datz handling systems responsive to current needs.

RECOMMENDATION: A National Gcientific and Technical Da.a Program

must be planned and aiministered in a manner which accommodates

the interests and capabilities of diverse groups and organizations.

The structures of data systems cannot be dictates by fiat from a top-
level policy position. Rather, such structures must evolve from
working-level responscs to real needs. In fact, national systems are
already developing in this fashion. The current need :s for coordiration
and financial support of these evolving  stems. Each scientific and
technological community must be encout aged to contribute to formula-
tion of goals and implementation plans for national systems. Thus can
ta facilitated by the establishment of an office or other tvpe of orginiza-

tion to serve as a fccal point for national level data system planning.
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This organization should be located and staffed in a manner which
permits participation not only from government hut also professional
societies, trade associations, industrial organizations, and educational
institutions. Centralization of responsibility for national system
development should be limited largely to programming and broad
planning functions. Detailed planning implementation and operation

shoutd be on a derentralizecd basis.

CONCLUSION: The inability to definu a single systern stiuctvre

responsive to all data management and data handling require-

ments _does not constitute a valid justification for delaying

consideration of new or improved date systems.

Data management systems employing modern technologies such as
the computer are still only in the concept definition phase. Current
knowledge as to how best to use these tools will not support a crash
prograrn to create a large-scale, highly automated and totzlly
integrated system. First, more must be learned as to which
functions are most important and how each function can best be

periormed.

RECOMMENDATION: The present should be 1ccognized as a tumely

point for init.ation of national systems pianning and development

effort..

It is anticipated that at least six years will be required to develop
national data systems serving specific commu.iities in science and
technolcgy. This period can be profitably used to explore alterna
system ccafigurations, and relative effectiveness in serving specific
data management requirements, This effort should praduce a base

of knowledge which would substantiate later decisions relative to
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the extent to which such specialized systems could be integrated

into a more unified system.

CONCLUSION: Data management is in a state of transition which

is being driven largely by the introduction of computer and

- ARSI
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other improved data handling methods.

R

For the foreseeable future, data management must continue to be

a deceniralized process directed by the scientists, technologists,
and administrators responsible for specific scientific and technical
endeavors. However, as data system management methods and

systems are developed and implemented, a capability will be created

for management of larger and more complex sets of data.

: RECOMMENDATION: In the near future, efforts at the national

level sbould be directed toward the develonment and test of

systems or tonls to facilitate better data management.

Initially such tools or systems should be designed to facilitate currently
definabie data management functions, such as identification of the
location of relevant data. As soon as data management functions are
defined, data management requirements should be analyzed and
articulated f~r v orkers at all levels from the bench scientist to the
administrator - stional scope scientific and technical efforts.

This should be dc - jointly by systems analysts and the workers

Doy
-

. involved in each lev.! of activity.

PR
. .

CONCLUSION: The most valid requirements for development of

n r national scale data handling systems exist for systems

) operating within scientific and technical communities rather

lf than between communities.
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This conclusion is derived from a consideration of the volume and
frequency of intra-community communicatior of data versus
inter-community communications. And to a greater extent, it
derives from the feasibility of being able to effectively identify
intra~-community data management and handling requirements as
compared to the feasibility of identifying such requirements on

a multi-community scale.

RECOMMENDATION: National data system development efforts

should be focused on individual communities.

These communities will probably be defined on several bases. In
one case it might be on the basis of the common discipline; in
another, it might be on the basis of a common mission objective;
whereas a third might be based on an interest in a type of process

such as metal fabrication.

CONCLUSION: Data handling systems are toois to facilitate data

management.

Therefore, implementation of effective data handling systems is
dependent upon a prior definition of data management objzctives.

Unfortunately, individuals currently attempting to develop data

handling systems are frequently forced to proceed without adequate

definitions of data management cbjectives, As a consequence,

the data handling activity frequently fails to interact effectively with

the scientific or technical program objectives. More specifically,

many data e .luaiion and service centers do not engage the individual

scientist or engineer within his normal daily work routine. In contrast,

the computing center requires an explicit statement of the user's

objectives before it can undertake to serve him. Consequently, the
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computing center has become a vital element in the normal work

routine of the scientist and engineer.

A survey (Volume II of this report) of formal data efforts currently
serving scientific and technological communities reveals that the

data efforts serving any given community operate totally independently.
In other words, they do not formally view themselves as facilitating

accomplishment of a common set of data management objectives.

RECOMMENDATION: The total data management requirements of a

community to be served should te examined prior to implementa-

tion of data handling systems as part of the National Scientific and

Technical Data Program,

This examination should not only include the management requirements
which generate a need for archival data handling, but also these
requirements which generate needs for data transmission and data
processing associated with generation or use of data. This approach
will result in maximum service to the user because it not only will
enable the user to have a voice in the system design, but will encourage

the integrated application of different data handling efforts.

CONCLUSION: National scientific and technical data system develop- !

ment efforts must consider not only the scientific or technical

field to be served by the.system, but also the specific type or

phase of activity to be served.

For example, the public interest (i.e., non-commercial interest) is
high in discipline-research related data activities because such )

activities generate and maintain .data widely useful in our current
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society. Whereas, non-public or commercial interest is greatest
in product-applications data activities. Economic or profit-oriented
incentives are easily discernible in the case of product-applications
data activities; whereas, they are practically non-existent in
discipline-research data activities. Another relevant factor is

the stage of development of a data system. It is likely that many
data systems could be self-supporting, once established, But the
time and cost required to establish the system constitute the

threshold barrier.

RECOMMENDATION: Federal support of national scientific and

technical data programs and systems should be pro-rated

according to the type of data activity served and the stage of

the data program or system,

In effect, what is suggested is a cost-sharin, plan whereby the
Federal Government's share is high for systems or programs to
serve discipline-research or non-commercial data activities and
low for programs or systems to serve product-applications data
activities. In either case, the share of cost borne by the Federal
Government would decrease progressively as the data system
advanced from program planning, to system development, and
finally, to system operation. For example, the Federal Government
might bear 100% of the cost of planning for a data system to ser .=
discipline-research in chemistry, 75% of the development costs,
and 35% or less of the operating cost. In contrast, the Federal
Government might bear 9G% of the cost of planning for a data
system to serve the food processing industry, 50% of the develop-

ment costs, and none of the operating costs.
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CONCLUSION: To be effective, data service operations must be

complementary to the normal work routines of the scientist

or technologist.

Many of the currently operating data evaluation centers and other

data service efforts are ineffectual because they are too far removed

from the daily service needs of the worker. This occurs because
the operations of these services do not begin until the generator
of the data has recorded, analyzed, printed and disseminated the
data. Often four or more years pass between the date when data
are recorded and when a data evaluation center offers them to

a secondary user.

RECOMMENDATION: A part of the National Scientific and Tech-

nical Data Program should be the development of integrated

data resource and service centers.

Data resource centers which incorporate to one facility several of
the data handling system: and services which the scientist or
technologist now must use separately should be tested. The data
resource center could provide the user ready access to data
acquisition facilities, computing equipment, automated archives

of relevant data, archives of computer routines, reactive display
consoles, automatic report generators, and long-distance commun-
ication terminals. If established within a project or other context
where workers were engaged in a joint effor{, the center could test
techniyues for communication from worker to worker as well as
from worker to a data resource. Such resource centers could
also be used to test the feasibilily of on-line data reduction during
experiments or tests, and the concepts of working data files and
archival data files, concurrently accessible to a worker at his
individual console. Preliminary studies indicate that such centers

could be developed relatively economically.
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CONCLUSION: Data systems complement other information

systems; however, it is short-sighted to view data systems as

simpleextensions of document handling systems.

This short-sighted view fails to give due consideration to the
extensive interactions between the scientist or technologist and

his data prior tc publication. In recent years this interaction has
increasingly involved use of the computer in analysis and evaluation
of the data. This view also fails to give due weight to the large
volumes of data which are exchanged through channels other than
publication, e.g., the data (specifications, engineering drawings,
test reports, etc.) flow which occurs within a program to design

and develop a satellite launch vehicle.

During the past decade, an imbalance has developed between the
emphasis which the Federal Government and other organizations
have given to study and development of document handling systems
as compared to the emphasis given to factual information or data
handling systems. Practically all of the more than 20 plans for
national scientific and technical information systems put forth
during the pest decade have dealt exclusively with the problem

of handling documents. Few of these plans seriously considered
the extent to which documents perform optimally as the vehicle

for the two major functions of information systems--communicating

and archiving knowledge.

RECOMMENDATION: Data management and handling systems in

their ultimate form should be viewed as providing a capability

for a totally new level of interaction between the scientist

or technologist and the accumulated data resource.
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This ultimate goal cannot be quickly realized, however much of the
required effort is already being expended. What is involved is

not a radical change in level of effort; rather, it is coordination
and better direction of current efforts, supplemented on a

selective basis. Existing data programs could be integrated to
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form the major volume of cserations in a national data system.
As an example of a simple initial step, document handling systems

could initiate indexing of the data content of documents processed.
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D. Systems Capabilities - Assessments and Remedial Actions

CONCLUSION: Current research and development directed specifically

to study of critical factors important to develop of large-scale

scientific_and technical data handling systems is totally inadequate.

A wide disparity currently exists between the technical capabilities of data
processing and transmission devices and knowledge as to how best to apply
these capabilities in scientific and technical data handling systems,
Projects MAC and INTREX at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology,
the laboratory automation project at the California Institute of Technology,
and the Information Resource Cecnter element of ILLIAC-III at the
University of [llinois are representative of the types of studies which are
needed. These three projects illustrate the varying levels at which the

national systems concept should be studied.

RECOMMENDATION: The Federal Government should budget at least

one-tenth of one percent of its total ai:nual expenditure on research

and development for research on techniques and procedures for

managing and hmdliniscientific and technical data.

This research should proviue gereral support to data management and
data handling activities and should not be directed to development of
methods or tools for specialized applications. In order to assure
efficient use of these funds, the administration of this research program
should be centered in one agency, such as the Institute for Computer

Technology at the National Bureau of Standards.
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CONCLUSION: Current personnel and institutional capabilities are

not adequate to support a crash program to develop a national

scope scientific and technical data handling system.

Survey of prufessional societies, trade associations, computler service
centers, etc. and discussions with leading data specialists have revealed
a low incidence of serious consideration of, or work toward, establish-
ment of large-scale scientific and technical data handling systems,
Exceptions to this general observation were noted only in uperational-
or mission-oriented areas of activity such as weather forecasting, air

pollution control, etc.

Outside of limited programs in Government agencies such as the Depart-
ment of Defense, formal educational and training programs for scientific
and technical data specialists, scientists, and managers are, for all
practical purposes, nonexistert. In addition, sociological factors and
career management practices currently discourage the more capable
scientists and engineers from engaging in scientific and technical data

handling efforts

RECOMMENDATION: Information ard data managers should be

developed from two sources - one is the current pogpulation of

working scientists, engineers, data processing specialieis,

etc.; the second is the current and future popuiation of students

in coneges and universities.

As an interim measure, the Federal Government and other employers of
scientists and engineers should search {or individuals intcrested i1n
scientific ind technical data systems and should support the special
training required for *hose individuals io become proficient in analysis,
design and operation of modern data systems. Adequate training programs

are not currently available; and since the amount of training nceded now and
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in the near future is substantial, employers should foster such training
in any institutional setting where it can be conducted successitully. In
addition, employers must provide incentive for their emplovees to
undertake such training by establishing ob positions and career develup-
ment opportunities. In contrast to the interim solution, th: long-term
solution hinges on the colleges' and universities' developing the
capability of introducing all students to :nodern data manage ment
systems, regardless of whether the student later hecomes a data

system spec.ilist or a scientist or engineer who will be 4 user of such

systems,

CONCLUSION: Although data switching networks and computers are

frequently mentioned in juxtaposition to one another, automated

data service networks, for all practical nurposes, do not

currently exist within science and technology.

Among the severul reasons for this are: (1) An inavbility to define

us r needs which provide economicully jusiifiable requirements or
such data service netwerks: (2) The current high costs of data tran. -
mission and remote access termnals, and (3) The difficulty of
structuring and maantamning centralized data banks of sulficiear breadth

to sere diverse user groups,

RECOMMENDATION: Appropriaie organizations shouid test the

effectiveness of centrally supported, decentralized data resource

centers as on alternative systems concept to data swit. hing networks

For example, the National Institutes of Health might support and provide
centralized data collection and selected progran: nuing services for 4 series

of data resourd. centers located st leading medical resesrch cente s, or
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the Department of Transportation might support data resource centers
at laboratories involved in highway safety research. Each local data
resource center would be configured so as to use data files and
manipulétion programs furnished by the central service unit in the
sponsoring agecy. The users of the data resource center would
augment the basic data file with locally generated data or data
assembled because of high utility in local work. Periodically, the
central service unit would obtain read-outs of locally generated data
to ascertain if it should be packaged for distribution to other local
resource centers. The initial tests of the local data resource center
concept should be conducted as controlled experiments with cost and
effectiveness parameters carefull.” documented and analyzed so as to

provide guidance for planning of national data systems.

A major objective of these tests should be development of data file
structuring and access methods which are considered the key bar:-iers

to large-scale data handling systems of the fr:.tre,

CONCLUSION: There is an almost complete absence of criteria for

the evaluation of the economic performance of current data

handling efforts.

Most past efforts to apply cost-benefit criteriz to measure the effec-
tiveriess of data efforts have been inconclusive, due to difficulties in

quantifying the benefits from the operation of such efforts.

RECOMMENDATION: Cost-effectiveness should not be the principal

criterion to determine whether or not efforts should be initiated

to explore the feasibility of improved data handling systems.

Until effective methods of data management and handling are demonstrated,
effectiveness, rather than low-cost, should be the major aim of develop-

ment objectives.
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III. SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL DATA ACTIVITIES --
AN OVERVIEW OF PERSPECTIVES,
OPPORTUNITIES, AND STUDY REQUIREMENTS

An attempt to observe, measure, comprehend, and ultimately control
hig environment constitutes a continuing mission of man. Man's ability
to accumulate, communicate, and apply information paces pursuit of this
mission. Modern society requires that each person make numerous
decisions every day which are based, at least in part, on data which are
the results of controlled tests or observations. For example, a picnic
might be scheduled or cancelled on the basis of weather observations, or
the insect repellent for use at the picnic site might be selected on the
basis of toxicity measurements of the available repellents.

Certainly, the ability to accumulate, communicate, and apply information
paces the progress of our technological society. The United States has
been a leader, not only in generation of scientific and technical data, but
also in effective application of this knowledge resource. In fact, a
distinguishing national characteristic of the United States has been its
capacity to organize for effective exploitation of scientific and technologi-
cal knowledge. This national attribute has contributed to unprecedented
gains in gross national product, creation of a powerful defense armada,
eradication of many diseases, and has in many ways contributed to an
improved quality of American life.

For the past decade, the world sci-ntific and technical community has
become increasingly aware of the possibility of substantially improving
the systems used to generate, communicate, and apply scientific and
technical information. A recurring problem faced by every individual
or organization attempting to study these possible improvements is the
sheer complexity and amorphous character of scientific and technical
data activity. It is difficult to visualize the totality of the subject and to
find effective means to define and classify it for discussion or study
purposes. Certainly, individuals from different backgrounds or work-
ing from different motivations diverge significantly in their identification
of the key elements, configurations, and issues concerning scientific
and technical data activities.

It is axiomatic that the scientific and technical data systems of the
future must be based on a clear understanding of current patterns and
practices. However, the complexity of the present scientific and
technical data systems is difficult to describe analytically. Projection
of a more effective, future system from this ill-defined reference base
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is obviously even more difficult. The present systems have not
emerged as a result of systematic planning. - Rather, as data needs
arose, individual groups and'agencies established their own information
and data systems which continue to operate more or less independently.

Recently, many individuals and organizations have concluded that un-
coordinated development and operation of scientific and teehnical data
systems should not continue. Such conclugions have been, tov a large
extent, based on informed judgment rather than findings from formal
analyses. It is quite likely that these conclusions would be confirmed
by analytical studies, such as cost-benefit analyses. However, the
results of such formal analyses methods, with their highly stylized
formats, are not necessarily the optimal means for describing problems
and opportunities confronting those who desire to improve scientific and
technical data management. Consequently, this entire study has not
followed the formal conventions of systems analyses. Rather, it has
adopted a more descriptive style. This approach is displayed in Part A
of Volume II in the form of state-of-*he-art write-ups or scenarios
covering data activities in ten selected areas of science and technology.
The following sub-sections also reflect this approach.

The following sub-sections deal with some of the underlying factors which
lead to conduct of this study and formulation of the recommendations and
implementation plan presented in subsequent sections of this volume.
Hopefully, these brief discussions will enable the reader to identify the
perspective which he currently holds, and simultaneously, permit him

to orient his perspective relative to the perspectives of others who are
concerned with scientific and technical data activities. The discussions
in the following sub-sections are not, by any means, considered precepts
for scientific and technical data system development efforts. Rather,
they constitute recepts which, hopefully, will evoke discussion and
responsive acticns that will lead to establishment of validated precepts
which will provide effective guidance for future scientific and technical
data systems.
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A. Data--A Vital Resource

The Institute for Basic Standards of the National Bureau of Standards
reports that approximately 20 billion measurements are made each
day in the United States. Over $25 billiun has been invested in
instruments to make these measurements, and roughly $10 billion

is expended each year on personnel to operate these instruments

and related systems, * In light of these figures, it can be said that
measurement or data-generating activities constitute a sizable and
important segment of our economy.

Table I1I-A-1, also reported by the National Bureau of Standards, *
indicates the costs in money and time of these measurement activities
with respect to the national economy:

TABLE III-A-1
RELATIONSHIP OF MEASUREMENT ACTIVITIES
TO THE NATIONAL ECONOMY

Final Cost of Man years
- demand measure- spent on
Economic Sector (GNP) ment measurement
($ billions) ($ billions) | (thousands)
Manufaeturing 225 7.8 845
Constructif)n, Mining 21 1.1 120
and Farming
Transportation, Communi-
cation, and Utilities 39 0.9 98
Medufal and Educational 28 1.4 103
Services
Govex:nment and Other 83 2.7 139
" Services
TOTALS 396 13.9 1305

*
Huntoon, R. D., The Measurement System of the United States,

Institute for Basic Standards, National Bureau of Standards,

Washington, D.C., 1966, NCSL 66, page 89.
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These figures are based cn 1963 census information; if it were

available, current information would no doubt indicate a further
growth in level of measurement activities, because our society

is becoming more technologically oriented.

The generation, handling, and application of scientific and technical
data constitute a principal element in all scientific and technological
activity, and also a very expensive one. The total U. S, investment

in research and development since World War II totals well over

$100 billion., For Fiscal Year 1967, the National Science Foundation
estimates that more than $20 billion was spent on research and
development, with the Federal Government expenditure in this area
totaling 16. 5 billion, and the remainder expended in the private sector.
As yet, no reliable estimate has been made as to what percentage of
this amount was spent on related data activities. It has been estimated,
however, that scientists and engineers spend anywhere from 10% to
20% of their working time acquiring data. A conservative estimate,
therefore, of the amount of Federal money being spent for just this

one facet of the entire data handling process--that of data gathering--
is approximately $3 billion annually.

*

To date, attempts to obtain precise totals for the costs of scientific

and technical data activities have been unsatisfactory because of the
inability to separate these costs from those expenditures for other
functions involved in the performance of scientific and technical work.
However, the National Science Foundation has made an estimate of the
Federal expenditures for collection and handling of general-purpose
scientific data for the Fiscal Years 1962 through 1968. As the follow-
ing definition indicates, general-purpose scientific data represents

only a fraction of all scientific and technical data; and correspondingly,
represents only a fraction of the total Federal expenditure for collection
and handling of scientific and technical data.

"General-purpose scientific data are defined as newly
gathered statistics, observations, readings, specimens,
and other facts....from such activities as surveys,
field investigations, laboratory analyses, aor com-
pilations of operating records which can be applied to
useful, general scientific purposes. ... This defirition
thus excludes data gathered from the R & D process or

X
Federal Funds for Research, Development, and Other Scientific
Activities, Fical Years 1966, 1967, and 1968, Volume XVI:
National Science Foundation, NSF 67-19.
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‘
from scientific and technical information activities. Also
excluded are data us=d only for internal operating or

administrative purposes. '* -

The estimated total cost for collection of general-purpose scientific
data during Fiscal Year 1968 is $412 million. In the same report,
the National Science Foundation reported that gaince 1962, these
expenditures have increased at the same annual rate as total
regsearch and development expenditures, i.e., approxiraately 11%.
Table III-A-2 shows these facts:

TABLE III-A-2

FEDERAL OBLIGATIONS FOR COLLECTION OF GENERAL-
PURPOSE SCIENTIFIC DATA, FISCAL YEARS 1962-68

Obligations Annual

Year (millions percent

of dollars) change
1962 ====-=-c=cmcmmcemaeaoaan $220 --
1963 ==~-=m--memcmemceeon 268 22
1964 ======---cmemmemeeaeaas 309 15
1965 =-======semmmmemmmcaaae 343 11
1966 =-===-==-===c-cmcemcmoan 325 -5
1967 ===-=--=m=mmmmcmcmeoaone 369 13
1968 ====-=---mem-eacenoaaea 412 12

The above figures give some indication of the costs involved in the
generaiion and handling of scientific and technical data. It should be
noted, however, that such costs do not necessarily reflect the current
value of the data. For example, the Department of Defense estimates
that it annually expends approximately $2 billion to acquire items of
gcientific and technical data. However, the current value of its
investment in 50 million engineering drawings, 225, 000 technical
manuals, and other items of data is difficult to express, for it
represents the vital reservoir of engineering knowledge upon which
the continued effectiveness of our defense system depends.

Similarly, it is impossible to assign dollar values to the data which
vere utilized to discover the key to genetic coding and biological

*
Federal Funds for Regsearch, Development, and Other Scientific
Activities, Fiscal Years 1966, 1967, and 1968, Volume XVI:
National Science Foundation, NSF 87-19.
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cell reproduction. The value of a specific bit or set of data is not a
constant quantity. Much data, unlike other resources, are not con-
sumed by use but are reused many times with their value being aug-
mented by use. Paradoxically, some data, such as weather
observations, are a perishable commodity with a short useful life.
Data critical to one application may have no application to the needs
of another individual, discipline or mission. These attributes of data
complicate any attempt to rationally appraise the value of our current
scientific and technical data resource.

A given element or set of data often provides information of value only
when combined or presented in the context of other data and informution.
The full utility of our data resource, therefore, can be realized only

if it can first be organized and then applied toward some desirable
objective. As President Johnson has stated, ''the test of our genera-
tion will not be the accumulation of knowledge. In that, we have

already surpassed all the ages of mankind combined. Our test will

be how we apply that knowledge for the betterment of mankind. "

Perhaps, scientific and technical data are amenable to appraisal and
management as an economic resource. As a commodity, data are
packaged and distributed in complex networks highly analogous to some
of our more familiar commodity distribution methods. Like the develop-
ment and use of a tool, the production of data consumes time and money;
and its proper use conserves time and money. Data have many of the
attributes of a commodity or resource. but frequently their true cost
and value are not currently known to those responsible for their
management. Only recently has attention been directed to the econo-
mic value added to data by organization and evaluation. In one
illustrative case, Dr. Herbert Hollomon testified before a Congres-
sional subcommittee that it was anticipated that each dollar spent on
producin)g standard reference data would save the economy 20 to 200
dollars.

The ever increasing production of scientific and technical data has
been described as a healthy sign of progress, demonstrating at the
same time an unprecedented wave of scientific, technological and
economic achievement. In addition, the concept of scientific and
technical data as a national resource has evolved as ou~ generation
has observed numerous new applications of scientifi .d technical

‘A Bill to Provide a Standard Reference Data System. Hearings
Before the Subcommittee on Science, Research, and Development,
Cowmmitlee on Science and Astronautics, U. S. Hounse of Representa-
tives, 89th Congress, 2nd Session, June 28-30, 1966, p. 28.
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knowledge. In the future, scientific and technical data as an economic
resource may become equal in importance to the classic resources of
land, materials, labor, and capital. If current assessments of the
potential worth of our national resource of scientific and technical data
are accurate, several questions must be asked concerning the current
attention given to the management of this resource. What are the
benefits we should be able to realize from our current and future invest-
ment in this resource? Are there effective means and procedures for
channeling the use of this resource for public benefit? Does current
management of this reesource aid, in an optimal manner, the deciaion-
making and communication processes involved in the conduct of research
and development, and the technological application of knowledge gained
from scientific and technical efforts?

It seems apparent that numerous significant economic and social
benefits could be achieved if mechanisms could ke developed to better
channel scientific and technical data into applications which are of
public benefit. It is possible that a more effective utilization of even

a small fraction of the existing data resource could increase significant-
ly our rate of economic growth, provide new employment opportunities,
enhance the international competitive position of U. S. industry, and add
to the quality of American life.

The Committee on Government Operations of the United States Senate
has not only provided an accurate description of the current scientific
and technical information resource, but has also provided guidance
regarding appropriate actions to be taken and results to be aaticipated:

"Information is an agency resource, a Federal, national and
international resource. ...

"Modern information technology has made it possible to place
much of the accumulated know.<dge of the human race within
the reach of a man's fingertips, <o to speak. The poten-
tialities cf this access to power are awesome, in terms of
improving the well-being of our own and other people, as
well as in terms of improved education for young and old
alike.

"If man's collected knowledge is to become truly accessible,
plans and programs must be made, priorities assigned, and
resources allocated.

II-7
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""Savings almost beyond comprehension may be possible--
savings in manpower, material, and perhaps most
important, in time. The savings will not be automatic;
at times, they may even prove illusory because hidden
costs develop. But over the long run, the savings will

be real and substantial. "' *
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Summary of Activitins Towsceh [nteragency Cogrdination. U S

Senate Report 369. Jne 24, 1965.
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B. Data Management -- An Essential Part ;
of Science and Technoloﬂ i

That special activity which we call science began as a classification
of facts. Scientists have a proclivity to classify facts into patterns,
to associate facts with each other and thus understand the connections
between them. This characteristic of science is well expressed by
de Solla Price:

""'Science seems to have a very special structure all of
its own and it is certainly this peculiar structure that
has given it the strength, the rapid growth far trans-
cending the rest of scholarship, and perhaps even the
utility that makes modern science s8¢ valued by society
that it holds the strings of economic and political power
of nations. !"”

Scientific communities are beginning to recognize that their continued
progress will be materially affected by the effectiveness of their
management of factual information or data. They are realizing that
progressg in science depends in large measure on having afficient
formal and informal means of communication for both the exchange

of conceptual ideas and of factual information or data. They are also
becoming increasingly aware that scientific progress is gerved by,
and is dependent upon maintaining, expanding, and refining the
structure and body of acientific data.

R. E. Gibson has put in concise words the vital relationghip between
the structure of knowledge and its value to the scientific community:

"iOrder.' said Alexander Pope, 'is Heaven's first law ' It

is also the essence of moderr: scientific research ar.! the
comprehens.cn of its resilits. Although the formulatior of

the grand theories of kncwledge is reserved fcr the occasional
man of genius, the way must be paved for him by the codifier
and the teacher. | have suggested that the orderly growth of
kricwledge i~ threatened by an unbalance between our ressurces
for establ.ching new facts. ... and our resources for the codifi-
cation and systematic exposition of these facts. .. . In the field

-

e g gt W

,de Solla Price. Derek ' . "Communication in Science: The Ends--
Philosophy and Forecast.’ Ciba Foundation Symposium on
Communication in Science Documentation and Automation, 1%,
Anthony de Rueck, julie Knighs. eds. . J.and A Churckill Ltc
London, pp. 199-209.

m-o




Science Communication

Washington, D. C. 200 07
COSATI Data Systems Study
Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

of codification, indexing, and retrieval of knowledge,

a systems engineering type of attack of sufficient
magnitude gives promise of readjusting this balance.

In the field of systematic exposition, perhaps most
important is the key role played by the professor and
teacher in the growth of knowledge. Moral and financial
support to those whose talents excel in this area, who
write books rather than papers will, like the 'seed sown
on good groundj{, be returned, fifty, sixty, or even one
hundred fold. "

Figure III-B-1 is structured to display typical stages in the refinement
of scientific data. The pyramidal structure in Figure III-B-1 can

also be viewed as illustrative of the compression or reduction in volume
which accompanies data refinement. A given scientist may be involved
in activities at any of the seven levels, but most scientists devo‘e much
of their time to activities un the first four tiers of Figure III-13-1. The
end results of these efforts are made available principally through
publication of the scientific paper.

Historically, the scientific paper has been the principal means of
conveying conceptual and factual information, granting accreditation

and acknowledgement to the author, and providing a permanent record

of the renorted findings. Through this vehicle, the scientific community
slowly buil: a foundation of factual information that indicated the progress
that had been achieved and identified the leading edge from which new
research was initiated. The process of establishing and building this
foundation required careful husbandry of the scientific evidence which,

in due course, bccame a part of the structure of the foundation.

As the corpus of factual information in the sciences grew, handbooks
and other reference tools began to appear, separating out from
scientific treatises the growing volume of evaluated data. With these
reference tools at their disposal, the scientists and other users gained
access to scientific data that had been checked and rechecked for its
validity by their peers. The process of putting together these refer-
ences of scientific data played a major role in further developing and
strengthening the structure of scientific knowledge.

>kGibson, R. E., "Impact of Government R & D Programs on the
Growth of Knowledge.'' Presented at the 50th Anniversary
Meeting of the Divigion of Industrial and Engineering Chemistry,
Anierican Chemical Socicty, September 9, 1958.
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As recently as a half century ago, it was possible to undertake a
single comprehensive effort to extract and compile all or nearly

all of the useful data stored in the scientific literature. In fact, the
International Critical Tables of Numerical Data: Physics, Chemistry

and Technology were assembled between 1919 and 1934. Approxi-
mately a decade ago, it became evident that somehow a mechanism
should be devised for extracting, evaluating, and disseminating
numerical property values on a continuing basis for all of the phy-
sical sciences; if not, it was feared that the data determined at great
expense would be hopelessly lost in the morass of journal literature.
Recognition of this situation lead to the establishment of the Office
of Critical Tables within the National Academy of Sciences, the
National Standard Reference Data Program, and indirectly, the
Committee on Data for Science and Technology (CODATA) of the
International Council of Scientific Unions. The current efforts of
these and other groups, howe.er, continue to be outpaced by the
rapid generation and dissemination of scientific data. Perhaps,

this occurrence verifies the contention of Gibson, quoted earlier,
that the orderly growth of knowledge is threatened by an irnbalance
between our resources for establishing new facts and our rusources
for the codification and systematic exposition of these facts.

The systematic interpretation and evaluation of scientific data is a
demanding task requiring the highest scientific competence. This is
especially true when interpretations and evaluations are attempted
on a broader and more involved basis. Figure III-B-2 illustrates
several levels at which data can be analyz=d. Mosti of the daily
work routine of a typical scientist is devntec to analysis of data at
levels 1 and 2; i. e., analyses of isolated bits of data resulting from
research measurements or the correlation of such measurements
against other similar or related mcasuiements within his discipline.
Multidimensional analyses of single~-discinline daiz collections
(level 3) are conducted in data evaluation centers such as the
Thermophysical Properties Research Center, the NBS Crystal

Data Center, and the Electronic Properties Information Center.

In addition, the more sophisticated data evaluation centers in

highly structured disciplines such as thermodynamics have deve-
loped a capability for theoretical projections or simulations of
single-discipline data collections (level 4 analyses).

In recent years, it has become increasingly apparent that the pe: -

formance of multidirnensional analyses of data collections covering
two or more disciplines (levels 5 and 6) might result in significant
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increases in useful scientific knowledge. For example, the Panel
on Handling of Toxicological Information of the President's Science
Advisory Committee recognized the need for:

"A comprehensive and exhaustive system for storage

and retrieval of valid information on the interaction between
chemical substances and biological systems. The existence
of this system woulcd perhaps allow the creation of those new
broad scientific conceptualizations which will speed the
progress of toxicology and pharmacology by quantum jumps, "*

The establishment of such a system obviously would be facilitated by
the existence of structured and analyzed collections of data in both
chemistry and the biomedical sciences. Preparatory steps of this
kind would aid the implementation of the Panel's major recommenda-
tion that a computer-based system for handling ‘oxicological informa-
tion be established.

In some fields of health and the social sciences, collections of general-
purpose scientific data are available which are multidiscipline in
coverage. Such data collections have found use in epidemiological
correlations and other higher-level analysis methods. For example,
collections of both meteorological data and morbidity data are utilized,
together with air pollutant emissions data, by the Public Health Ser-
vice and other organizations to analyze correlations among those
factors rontrolling the effect of air pollution on human populations.

Although definite benefits can be credited to systematic structuring
and analysis of scientific data, it should be recognized that real-
world factors do not always make it easy to manage or conduct such
structuring efforts. For example, the United Kingdom, Office o
Scientific and Technical Information, found it necessary to classiiy
fields as to their amenability to systematic st dcturing of data
activities. The classifications found useful for coordination and
management of data programs were as follows:

"(a) Fields where working scientists recognize the need
for organized data and where data activities are well
advanced (Crystallographic, nuclear, and thermodynamic
data are prime examples).

%

Handling of Toxicological Information, A Report of the President's
Science Advisnory Committee, The White House. Washington, D.C.
June 1966.
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(b) Fields where working scientists recognize the need for
organized data but where individual workers are discouraged
by the sheer volume of data or of specialized effort required.
(Mass spectroscopy is a good example).

(c) Fields where data have been too fragmented or of insuffi-
ciently high quality for satisfactory data projects to be started,
but where recent instrumental advances have suddenly changed
the picture--e. g., cartographical data since the advent of
computer-controlled map making machines.

(d) Fields where systematic data activities are still impossible,
or where scientific workers are unaware of, or apathetic about,
the value of organized data. *

ood 4md Ong OGN BN BB &N

Harvey Brooks says, in his paper which is included in a report by
the National Academy of Sciences to the House Committee on Science
and Astronautics:

L ]
P 1

"Numerous observers have commented upon the differences
- setween the communication systems within science and those
within technology. Science has an elaborate system of
public documentation with strong sanctions operating on

the individual scientist to make full use of and give proper
credit for previous work relevant to his own. ... Within
technology the communication pattern tends to be more
localized and more confined to organizational channels.

M

In a talk delivered to the Institute on the Transfer of Technical In-
formation, Dr. B. W. Adkinson enumerates differences exhibited
by foreign information services operated to serve principally either
a scientist or a technologist user population. ***

b 4
Journal of Chemical Documentation, Vol. 7, No. 1, February
1967, p. 20.

X

A
Applied Science and Technological Progress, p. 38-59, U.S.
Government Printing Office, 1967.

% Rk
Adkinson, B.W. ''Technical Information in Foreign Countries, "

Talk delivered to the Iustitute on the Transfer of Technical
Information, Sponsored by the American University--Center for
Technology and Administration, Washington, D. C., October 23-
25, 1967.
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The basic scientist works to compress and refine data; whereas

the technologist seeks the most expedient path to usable data. Studies
of the information neede >’ 'he technologist have revealed that he
wants factual information or data which can be used to answer specific
questions. In this regard, de Solla Price states:

"The answers to such questions are to be found not in an
archive of knitted papers but in a data bank. This is not
the stuff that is packed down and made into texibooks and
monographs; it is more like the tables of refractive
indexes and specific gravities that scientists expect to

find in their encyclopaedic handbooks. Unfortunately.it
requires enormous original intellectual effcrt to devise

a system for ordering such data. One has to know a lot

of botany to be a Linnaeus; a successful Chemical Registry
scheme is worth a Nobel Prize in Chemistry '*

The technologist differs from the scientist in that his interactions with
data are much less predictable. To the technologist, data are most
useful when they are packaged in an instructional or other form
tailored to his specific use. The technologist relates data to a
problem rather than to a niche in a knowledge structure. Resulting
from these differences, the volume of specialized artifacts generated
to communicate data among technologists far exceeds the volume of
journal articles, reference handbooks, and other artifacts used to
maintain and communicate the store of scientific data.

Since the technclegist maintains a high level of association between
data and its application to the solution of specific problems, the data
which he generates is packaged in forms (engineering drawings,

test reports, standards, specifications, etc.) tailored for use in a
specific situation. Consequently, it is frequently difficult to identify
data relevant to the so!::tion of a similar problem in another tech-
nological context. Also, when relevant data is identified, it frequently
must be extracted and reformatted for its application to the second

*de Solla Price, Derek J. ''Communication in Science: The Ends--
Philosophy and Forecast.' Reprinted from Ciba Foundation Sym-
posium on Communication in Science: Documentation and
Automation, 1967, p. 209. . (Edited by Anthony de Reuck
and Julie Knight. Published by J. &. A, Churchill Ltd., London.)
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problem. As a conseguence, the work patterns of the technologist,
to date, have not created a well structured data resource. This has
made data management activities in technology difficult and costly.
The current high costs of data management in technology are
tolerated because the decisions (e. g., selection of a design for an
Apollo rocket motor) based on a technologist's accumulation and "
evaluation of diverse data are frequently the prime determinants

of the success or failure of expensive projects.

As science and technology have interacted to strengthen and extend
the capabilities of one another, their value to society has been
increasingly recognized. The increasing breadth and complexity

of missions assigned science and technology have required new
organizational concepts involving large teams of specialists each
contributing knowledge and perspectives of specific disciplines.

As a consequence, significant changes occurred in the work environ-
ment and work functions of the individual scientist or technologist.
For example, the process of research and development is now
frequently conducted as a group endeavor, rather than an individual
undertaking. The application of the scientist's classical informa-
tion ordering and communicating procedures to this new environment
does not constitute an optimal match.

The inadequacy of classical methods for structuring and communicat-
ing scientific and technical knowledge in current working contexts
has created intellectual and managerial concern. The more evident
symptoms of this concern include fears, such as those voiced by

the Weinberg Report, * that science could lose its unity and effective-
ness by fragmenting into a mass of repetitious findings, or warse,
into conflicting specialties that are not recognized as being mutually
inconsistent. Another concern voiced was that our society could

fail to obtain a fair return on its massive investments in science.

In regard to technology, Professor James Brian Quinn went

directly to the root-cause of thie concern when he stated:

"Technology is knowledge. . . systematically applied to
useful purposes. .. Thus when we talk in terms of policies

'
Science, Government, and Information, A Report of the President's
Science Advisory Coinmittee, The White House, U.S. Government
Printing Office, January 10, 1963.
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for technological development, we must think in terms

of policies for an essentially intellectual process. This

is something of a new concept for national policy makers
and for all managers. The concept should include policies
to stimulate both (1) the creation of knowledge for practical
purposes, and (2) the use and transfer of knowledge for
practical purposes. *

The challenging problem now facing both scientific and technological
coremunities is how to maintain the ever increasing pool of scientific
and technical data in a useful form. The handbooks and reference
tools that once performed these functions in a satisfactory manner
now have difficulty in accomplishing their task due to the increased
scientific and technological activity that daily pours out new data.

By the time these reference tools have gone through the rigorous
editorial and evaluation processes required to assure accurzacy and
validity, they are, in part, made obsolete by new findings.

Computers have helped in the performance of evaluation and
structuring processes by making computations that validated
theories and gave credence to previously unevaluated data. The
challenge, however, remains as to how to construct new and
effective methods of collecting, structuring, storing, and
retrieving scientific and technical data. Specifically, the
challenge and the opportunity is that of actively investigating
how new data handling systems can perform not only the func-
tion of storing and recording the corpus «f scientific and tech-
nological data, but how they can materially assist in the
management effort required to reinforce and extend the
peculiar structure that constitutes the core of scientific and
technical knowledge.

One of the chief aims of scientific data management should be to
strengthen and accelerate the development of well structured
data bases. This i3 as true for the softer sciences (e. g.. social
and behavioral sciences) which have less well defined structures,
as it is for the more formally structured sciences, such as
chemistry and physics. Automated data handling systems repre-
sent the potential and, in some cases, the actual means to main-
tain the increasing volume of data in science and technology in a
viable form.

‘ (2]

Professor James Brian Quinn, The Impact of the Policies of
Government on the Creation and Use of Technology for Economic
Growth, " in Proceedir’ * ¢ \ Symposium: Technology and World

Trade, U.S. Depar' -  ‘‘ommerce, National Bureau of
Standards, Novembe: - . . 1956, p 328
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In many ways, they offer a more effective medium by which to store
and retrieve scientific data than do the journal article and related
conventional means of data handling. Recognizing the potential of
such tools to better perform these vital functions opens up the
possibilities of data banks functioning as catalytic systems ex-
pediting and improving not only the organization and evaluation

of data but also ite communication among scientists and/or
technologists.
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C Data Handling Systems -- A Sub-Set of Inforination
Handling Tools for Data Management Applications

1. Interrelations Between Document Handling Systems and Data
Handling Systems

The changing concept of data management was discussed in the previous
section, This section discusses the types of data handling systems which
have emerged to date to facilitate data management. These systems,
hike Jata itself, have develeped primarily as specialized elements within
larger systems for the recording, archiving, evaluation, retrieval and
dissemination of scientific or technological information. Therefore,
current data handling systems are closely related institutionaily, ad-
minmisttatively, and conceptually to document and other information
handling systems. They also have similar data acquisition approaches
and sources. lowever, the management needs and automation amena-
bilities of data have caused data handling systems to assume distinct
characteristics and potentials, demanding that they be viewed and man-
aged as increasingly discrete sub-systems within the larger [ramework
of scientific information management and handling.

Numerous attempts have been made to depict the flow of scientific and
technical information, and systems which facilitate the flow, within
variously defined fields of scientific and technical activity. One such
portrayal, that developed for the flow of biomedical information by

R. H. Orr, et al.; * is a useful one for discussion of the place of
data handling systems in the overall information handling and transfer
scheme. The principal elements of Orr's model are reproduced in
Figure Il1-C-1. Levels 1 and 2 portray information flow through the
journal, book, and technical report literature. Levels 3 and 4 pre-
sent the flow and analysis of information (data) itself.

Data handling 1s a sub-system pervasive throughout this entire information
flow pattern. Formal data ef{orts identified in the census (Volume II, Pait
C of thic study) fit quite comfortably into this scheme: Data Collection
N=tworks and Data Publishing Programs are a sub-system of the first
level; Data-Document Depositories constitute a sub-element of the second

< Orr, Richard H., et al., Communication Problems in Biomedical
Research  Report of a Study, reprinted from Federation Proceed-
ings, Volume 23, September-October 1964, pp. 1146-~1154,
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leve!, and Data Service Centers operate on levels 3 and 4. In fact, it
1s readily apparent that some of the classes of data efforts included
1n the census are specialized document processing operations, i.e.,
operations which process documents with a high content of data.

A basic premise of Orr's schematic depiction of information flow is
that.

"In gereral, information processing starts where docu-
ment processing leaves off and depends upon prior
accomplishment of the basic operations of document
processing. (Documents must be collected, analyzed,
sorted, and retrieved before the information they
contain can be processed. )*

In other words, the collection, analysis, and distribution for use of
information (data), per se, is viewed as a selective, refined analysis
and redissemination of information already recorded in the journal,
book or technical report literature. Although this concept of the
relationship between document handling sysiems and information or
data processing is widely held among documentalists, the effectiveness
with which a document handling system feeds or interacts with an
information or data processing operation is seldom considered either
as a design criterion or as a measure of operational effectiveness.
This situation is readily apparent when one considers the dearth of
indexing of data conten' currently performed as a part of

document handling system operations.

Formal data efforts, which organize and evaluate previously published
data for use by others, already constitute an established sub-system

of the larger scientific and technical iniormation handling system.
However, direct flow from recording to transfer and use, by-passing
formal publication, 1« a feature of much data flow. In fact, it 1s

striking to note the vast amount of data flow which is automatically
excluded from the picture when a classical template of information flow,
such as that in Figure III-C-1, is laid on top of real-world patterns

of scientific and technological actiwvity. This exclusion often occurs when
plans are developed for implementing nauonal scientific information

"Orr, R H , et al., '""The Biomedical Information Complciz Viewed
as a System,'' Communicalion Problems in Biomedical Research:
Report of a Study, in Federation Proceedings, Volume 23, No. 5,
September-October 1964, p. 1141.
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systems or when more limited means are considered for improvement
of the use of scientific and technical information. Frequently, 1t 1s
not realized that data management needs have snawned data handling
operations and flow patterns which are significantly ir.dependent of the
classic publication channels and associated information or document
handling systems Principal factors contributing to this trend are the
large volume of data, 1ts high amenability to computer processing, and
the high incidence of situations where data 1s generated and appliea
within a lim ted sphere of scientific or technological activity

The da'a flow depicted by channel ""a" in Figure I11-C-2 1s a very
significant one when the data generator and user are closely associated.
In fact, 1t is becoming much more common 1n all contexts because
current publication practices often preclude the publication of much data
even when the generator desires to publish. Channel "b' depicts a data
flow pattern which 18 of considerable significance 1n an area which has
been designated by the National Science Foundation as general purpcse

scientific data This data 1s not normally generated as part of a research

or development project. rather 1t 1s collected as a support function for
activities which may be either operations or research and development.

Exampies of this class of data are weather observations and demographic

information

Data volume and other factors have fostered the flow of data along
channel "a'" in Figure 111-C-2 where the computer assumes prominence
as an intermediary processor of data. A measure of the prominence of
this intermediary 1s found in the broad statistic that there are 40, 000
computer centers operating today, with many of the largest and fastest
computers dedicated to scientific data processing. The volume and cost
of data flowing 1nto and out of thesc working data processing centers
dwarfs that handled by formal data service centers oriented to the
archiving and organization of data and information, as indicated by
levels 2. 3 and 4 1n the schematic of Figure 111-C-2  This data flow
sub-system. channel "a". 1s often submerged 1n the context of a given
mission and 1s frequently «xcluded from examination of scientific and
techmical informauon flow, and yet. 1t 1s absolutely vital to efficient
rea! world data management The foregoing 1s not to imply that data
communication from one worker to another via the classical publication
channc!s 18 not 1mportant  but to emphasize that the non-classical data
flow sub systems have become highly active peciahzed and sophisti-
caied
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FIGURE III-C-2
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Already the working difficulties experienced tetween the scientist or
technologist and his supporting data processors have become signifi-
cant. As the body of data used grows along with the sophistication ¢’
its manipulation and application, these difficulties will become increas-
ingly acute Management of this problem requires the strengthening
and acceleration of the development of well-structured data bases with
sufficient technical validity to allow the technologist and his data pro-
cessor to be able to draw upon well conceived data resources. Tre-
mendous losses in time and money are now experienced due to the
necessity for each mission group to develop independently its cwn data
files or bank and its own processing, storage and retrieval approaches.

2. Elements of Data Handling Systems

Data handling systems are rightfully considered as tools to facilitate
data management. However, one attempting to select, design or
implement a data handling system to facilitate achievement of a
specific data management objective or goal quickly realizes that it

is not a simple, straight-forward process. Rigorous and systematic
proccaures for this selection process have not been demonstrated.
However, in their presentation ''Introduction, Definitions, and the
Information Universe, '™ Vincent and Weik put forth a useful con-
ceptual scheme for delineating the constituent elements of informa-
tion handling systems for descriptive or comparative purposes. One
can usc¢ this scheme to illustrate the many elements which can be con-
figured intc data handling systems currently or are potentially appli-
cable to future data management requirements. If one also considers
additional factors not included in the Vincent and Weik model, such
as performance criteria, the task of analyzing a data handling system
becomes increasingly complex.

In the modified Vincent and Weik scheme, all data handling systems
can be desgcribed through the specification of various elements arrayed

"Vincent, Col. Dale L., and Weik, Martiiu H., "Introduction,
Definitions, and the Information Universe, "' paper presented
a' the Fundamentals of Information Retrieval Systems and
Techniques Seminar, American Management Association,
New York, New York, 15 January 1968,
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upon three coordinate axes:

The coordinates or elements of the X axis, Data Classification,
constitute description or identification of the data type, class or
category included in or handled by the system. The coordinates or
elements of the Y axis, Data Representation, describe the data media,
forms, formats and languages used by and included in the system.

The coordinates or elements of the Z axis, Data Operations, describe
operations performed on and/or use made of the data.

Each of these main axes may be sub-divided into numerous other
vrthogonal coordinate axes. Figure [II-C-3 displays a partial array
around these three main axes of the multitude of system elements or
components currently used or potentially available for inclusion in
the development of data handling systems. Application of this scheme
to an existing data effort illustrates its utility for description of the
structure of current data handling systems. For example, the Joint
Army-Navv-Air Force Chemical Data Center at the Dow Chemical
Company Mmight be characterized, in terms of its system elements,

1I--27




padnpay
avy

(g jo sadly

asodang reiauan
suoediddy - 1onpoag
m3wdoreasd -uotssIN
qaIwaesy -sudioniq

8961 Ttady g

LOIATIOY B1v [ROTUYD3], B SPTIUATDS JO sadly °Z —

———

oy

SR Y

820Ua1dg adwdg
LRI { TR
$35u3l0g TedWIYEW

SIVUIOL B IWHWUOIIATT

Answmey)
K3or01g
230ua10g
T¢}005 puw [RIOtABYSH
Lmouoaysy

paI2a0) Qapdy
TeORUYORL, 3§ SPHULIDS JO Feady |

ﬂO—.I«EQﬂlh.ﬁ
TRARTI9Y
adrioig
uoOnpIy
Sapxapal
uotsnTeAy
TORINQLIINI]
uosUIISSSI(
aopyenboy
uojmoTddy
BOlRIPURD

suonoung Buppuey wiwg -z

334 wye( asnoy-uy
8393u2) Fupndwo)

291203}90dag WAWNDO(] -B3vQ

8133020 901AIIS wIRQ
SINYTD) 2DUIIIJIY wIN
2183087 $D1N0GIY BN

sareadozg Surystiqng wyeC

SRICMIBN UOHIDRIOD B1eQ

suoNa wva |

X - SNOLLYOLAISSVYIO Yiva

SNOLLYEE4O Yavad - 2

e C ¢ opeudvw ‘o8
onulvu ‘opsed ‘ade ], suyl-Letag
(d139) WFOIOIN adox-sx0D
(TT03) WIFOIIIN speudew ‘910D
(dT40) WIIOXIIN pPapeaq ‘a0
aJvwoadIN peyound ‘paen
SYOTJOIDTN :Pulsw ‘pIw)
&doo paey  pagound a3pa ‘pae)
opsulew “wng aanjzade ‘pae)

’ paN wivg 2z
syroday
“or3 greuanop
suoneqe ], FROOqPUT Y
sydean sBujavaq
sydealdoyoyg SRIYS e
suofjeiouny  wuone(idw:o)
soRIIy 23Tey)
srenaey s3oree)
93817 supamyg

SPIUY weg 't

SWILSAS ONI'TANVH ViVQ JO SINIWITI

€-0-I JYNDIA

-
Lremg wireang
IpodRII
sxaydy)
anq
3p0) Wiy "¢
—
ld
o8y 2 <
19Q0D) yousa g
uezyiog  yspidug
TRIANY  [eanuEy

X = NOLLYINASXUJIAY Y1VQ

Sprawnueydyy
dapdirosap-oreqendiy

SULIO ®IW] °f

2200-D-19-029%%d - Hoday reurg

40 o002

Apmg swAneLs wreq LLYSOD
DO UOIDUIUSEAA

MORYIUNWIWIOD) S@3USIDg

[




6z-m1
sofmxodeaeyy,
seouslag Lrennin
Loromday, aupqoeyw
FuoRRoyrdy— SIS
s o1ougda ], POy
— UoIFRAIS SO
sawexassy Ayrend; zounadnvuo_n e
Bupnorstaasg AgdeaSoueeso
uuS«doS&GJ. wopoxd Moougasy TNy
g _:ﬁ PueemBug TesrrRTRel
sowsueTeN Bupasauiiay srerastel
uoysIeAne)) LBIsuy
L $OTROIIONTY
Lynasiey WIWIOTIAIT  yoyiaemBuy reolIcALT
wawdopaag— SouwwIozIed Borertoe ), uoyionaAFU0) :
Lnqeeree SurrseuiBuy AL -
#4 pUs Tl Parasem iy TeIWRTD vopesRITwmng
alyseq BQ 1000 (RINPAKBIY T
sy jo voanky deduoray uopmIduIo))
S}y — sousaapy puUt @IINFTOIIY uoyesISUNL },
pagnpeag Sa3uatog 9dedg TeADTI Y
PaIRPIY sor8kyg sBeimg
a% S0oUR 105 RIFRWIYTR uohonpey saTI4 wyeQ @anOj-~U]
. . S9IUITOF [CITOWUOSTART Saxapuy s3a) Fapndwio)
*q jo #adAy, ¢ orweg i Axnerwmay) UOYSNIRAT 29]20)180d¥(g JUIUNIOT -€1]
£3oto1g VORINQILINIT 8131u3) djARIS N
asodang relauan 8320308 UoONIPUTWINS Y FIJIB)) IOUMIIIY v
suoyyedyddy -yonpoag Te170g pue TeI0rARYYH uolisynboy SLAWED IDIN0WIY wyEQ
wowdolaAI( -UOIB ST £Lwouoxygy uotyeafiddy sweaBoxy UTYST g TR
yoawagay -auydiong ) U0 ININURN) ENIOMIBN UOIION 0D BIRQ
paI3a0] L31a130V T
4314110V BI8Q [ROTUYDR], B IPNUIIOG Jo sadKy Z TRIMUGIA ], W} JIIWIIIS JO vedIY  ° suonoung NIpUeH BIRg g SHOIE wvg [
X - @SOLLYDLIPEVIO YLva SNOLLVERLO ¥YiVa - 2
nF opauBww ‘o81g m3
apyvudens ‘apyaeid ‘adw g, supr-Aepag Areumg wreaig
{d1218) WII0IOTN sdos-ai0D IpodeITW
(I} WIJoIDI snauZwui 'a10) saaudi)
{d1Yo) arpjoastw papeagqg a3o) aosd
y aFvuroudjy Poung pIw)
A




Ged ound ommd GuE TEHR W

$ -4

g bd

Science Communication
Washington, O. C. 200 07
COSATI Data Systems Study
Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

as follows:

[}
—

- Aeronautics and Aerospace, Chemistry, Chemical
Engineering, Energy Conversion, Ordnance

- Mission-Developmental

- Evaluated, Performance

- Compilations, Data Sheets, Extracts, Annotations

- Punched cards, Magnetic discs, Hardcopy, Magnetic tape

Alphanumeric, Digital

- Fortran

- BCD

- Data Service Center

- Acquisition, Dissemination, Evaluation, Extraction,
Storage, Retrieval, Computation.

[ Y S T | [ I B ]
0N e WD W N =W N
[

NN g 4 K

Perhaps, as insight is gained concerning the structure and functions
of data handling systems, scientists and technologists will be able to
apply them more fully to accelerate development and use of scientific
and technical knowledge. Shipman was concerned about past failures
to fully employ computers in data processing functions other than
mathematical calculatiors when he stated the almost obvious fact that:

"Of the three principal categories of information involved

in scientific and technical information--data, procedures

and methods, and conceptual framework, theories and ideas--
only the first, data, are presently readily responsive to
available machine storage and retrieval. "

In contrast, de Solla Price was looking toward the future of data
management and data handling systems when he stated:

"In a forecast for the reasonable future one may therefore
expect an approach to computer success with the 'taxono-
micisable' data banks which are the chief problem for the
technologist. " *

Shipman, Joscph, 'The Mounting Crisis in Primary
Literature. ' Engineering Societies and Their Literature
Programs: Proceedings of a Critical Appra:sal, Engineers
Joint Council, New York, January 17-18, 1967, p.28.

de Solla Price, Derek J., "Communica*ion in Science: The Ends- -
Philosophy and Forecast,  reprinted from Ciba Foundation
Symposium on Communication in Science' Documentation and
Automation, London, 1967, p. 206.
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It should be noted that preceding this forecast, de Solla Price
explicitly described the structuring or data organization schemes
which had to be developed before the full potential of computer-
maintained encyclopedias of data could be developed. It is this
knowledge s'ructure which must be developed in parallel with
data handling structures if data management is to progress from
an 1ntuitive art to a science. The importance of development of
valid classification schemes or structures for scientific and tech-
nical data organization cannot be overemphasized, for the progress
in this area will be the major technical determinart as to how ef-
fectively future data management and data handling systems will
function.

Hi- 31




i
I
I
I
I
I
I

[,

Science Communiocation
Washington, D. C. 200 07
COSATI Data Systems Study
Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

D. Data Management and Data Handling Systems- -
The Challenge of the Future

l.ewis Mumford, in his book Technics and Civilization, states that
"Behind all the great material inventions of the last century and a

half was not merely a long internal development of technics: there
was also a change of mind. Before the new industrial processes could
take hold on a great scale, a reorientation of wishes, habits, ideas,
and goals was necessary. "

The development of data management and handling systems for the
future will also require behind it dual forces of intellectual reorientation
and technological advancement. Basic to data handling systems of the
future will be computer technology. Utilization of its full potential
challenges data management to reorient its viewpoint and technical
capacity from that of document handling (i.e., manipulating and de-
livering documents which contain information) to one «f scientific and
technical data handling (i. e., manipulating and delivering the data or
information itself). Implicit in such a reorientation is reccgnition of
the potential of the computer to be (in the words of Marshall McLuhan)
"an extension of the human central nervous sysiem.' In terms of the
discussion of the pr=vious <eoction on data handling systems, this ex-
tension could constitute an immec.ately ready, accessiblc, and usable
Jdata bank and processing capability fcr the working scientist or tech-
nologist 1n conjunction "vith other working scientists. Figure III-D-1
portrays how the data processor or computer serving a given mission
project or group might be connected to a common data-storage com-
puter serving the archival and inter-mission co.nmunication require-
ment of several mission-oriented groups within -elated areas of
science or technology. Such applications would *xtend computer usage
significantly bevond its current usage, which 1s .argely for iterative
mathematical calculations.

This potential- -onc of coupling the creative capabilities of humans

with ecach other and with the immense procedural, computational, and
retrieval capacilics of computers--i1s well cxpressed by the developers
of such an “one-line intellectual community’” pilot system at the
Massachuse'ts Institute of Technology:

"In short, it 15 now evident that much of the creative in-
teilectual proce:s involves moment-by-moment interplay

II1-33
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between hcuristic guidance and execution of procedures,
between what men do best and what computers do best. On
the basis of that realization, it seems reasonable to project
to a time when men who work mainly with their brains and
whose products are mainly of information will think and study
and investigate in direct and intimate interaction with ex-
tensively programmed computers and voluminous information
bases....The prospect is that, when several or many people
work together within the context of an on-line, interactive
community computer network, the superior facilities of that
network for expressing ideas, preserving facts, modcling
processes, and bringing two or more people together in close
interaction with the same information and the same behavior--
those superior facilities will so foster the growth and integra-
tion of knowledge that the incidence of major achievements
will be markedly increased. '

The forces necessitating reoriz2ntation toward the development of an
on-line intellectual community are not confined to technological re-
quirements of the space program or the nation's defense. Martin
Shubik of Yale University discusses the need simply as a consequence
of the growing disparity between the total pool of knowledge and the
amount of it an individual can afford to assimilate:

"...Man lives in an eavironment about which his information
is highly incomplete. Not only does he not kncw how to eval-
uate many of the alternatives facing him, he is not even
aware of a considerable percentage of them. His perceptions
are relatively limited; his powers of calculation and accuracy
are less than those of a computer in many situations; his
searching, data processing, and memory capacities are
erratic. As the speed of transmission of stimuli and the
volume of new stimuli increase, the limitations of the in-

*INTREX: Report of a Planning Conference on Information Transfer
Experiments, eds. Carl F. J. Overhage and R. Joyce Harman, The
M.I.T. Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts (1965), p. 26.
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dividua! become more marked relative to socictv as a
whole. Per se there is no indication that individual genius
or perceptiors have changed in an important manner for
better o1 worse in the last few centuries, but the numbers
of humans, the size of the body of knowledge, and the com-
plexity of society have grown larger by orders of magni-
tude....'*

Daniel Bell of Columbia University, commenting in the same report,
suggests that in response to this disparity the character of tech-
nology itself is shifting to exploit our growing resources of knowledge.
Heforesees oursociety becoming ''more functionally organized, geared
to knowledge and the mastery of complex bodies of learning."

ey Gu Py S Emy >

"Technology is not simply a machine, "according to Bell,
"but a systematic, disciplined approach to objectives,
using a calculus of precision and measurement and a con-
cept of system that are quite at variance with traditional
and customary religious, aesthetic, and intuitive modes.
Instead of a machine technology, we will have, increasingly, [
an 'intellectual technology,' in which such techniques as [
simulation, model construction, linear programming, and *
operations research will be hitched to the computers and
will become the new tools of decision-making, "'**

1

Thu -, already, we see developing the required reorientation of "wishes,
habits, ideas and goals' toward recognition and exploitation of the

full potential of computers as an extension of man's central nervous
system. The other requirement for the development of sophisticated
national data-handling systems--that of technological capacity--is
rapidly developing if not actualiy available today. Fortunately, the
more than $20 billion expended in the U.S. on research ind develop-
ment during the past twenty-five years has not only produced a tremen-
dous scientific and technical data resource; it has also developed the
technology required to manage and handle this data resource.

Py ] e
» . .

*Shubik, Martin, "Information, Rationality, and Free Choice in a
Future Democratic Society, ' Daedalus (Summer, 1967 - "Toward the
Year 2000: Work in Progress'), p. 772.

-

** Bell, Daniel, "The Year 2000 - The Trajectory of an ldea,' Daedalus
(Summer, 1967 - "Toward the Year 2000: Work in Progress'), p. 643.
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Figure III-D-2 illustrates the fantastic advance of computer capabilities
over the past thirteen years, and projecis the expected advances through
1975. Similar «dvances are being achievel in other areas of technology
applicable to the handling of scientific and technical data. However,

in addition to advanced hardware technologies, a third element will be
required for the development of large, computerized data bases - that
is, the tremendous lnbor of structuring, organizing, evaluating, and
entering the data. Dr. Jean Weston addressed this element in a
presentation concerning the future of drug information processing:

"There have been a plethora of grandiose speculations on

how wonderful the future will be in the field of hiomedical
information once the computer is properly harnessed and
grinding away 24 hours a day. ... All such pictures so painted--
and fully capable of realization I might add--are such com-
forting and satisfying ones that I'm afraid there has been all
too little practical contemplation or discussion of the massive
amount of pure drudgery which must be carried out in the way
of providing unified and mutually understandable and agreed
upon infcrmation to go into the compu'er for its digestive and
correlative activities to bring about this bright new day, es-
pecially on the part of some of the more starry-eyed specula-
tors. Until the right kind of information is provided to the

computer we forfeit its fantastic ability to deal with that in-
formation.''x

While "drudgery” perhaps aptly applies to much of the labor required
to develop large, automated data bases, the challenge appears exciting
when the goal is viewed as a thorough taxonomy of an area of icience
or iechnology. De Solla Price emphasizes that "success here depends
on the tight internal structure of science....lne prospects for any
non-taxonomic indexing seem so gloomy that such automated Nirvana
is unlikely 1o work for science.” He suggests that "all further efforts
to secure more sophistication in normal indexing be cut off forthwith. '
Further, he states, it requires €normous intellectual effort to devise a

*Weston, Jean R., M. D., "The State of the Art and Its Future, "
keynote address presented at the Third Annual Mecting of the Drug
Information Association, Philadelphia, Pa., May 24, 25, and 26,
1967, pp.8-9.
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system for ordering such data. One has to know a lot of botany to be
a Linnaeus; a successful Chemical Registry is worth a Nobel Prize in
Chemistry.''* The combination of this intellectual effort with fully
exploited computer technology is the challenge of the future for data
handling systems.

Many experts have found this challenge exciting. Commenting on the

implications for the social sciences, Harold D. Lasswell of Yale
University stated in the Saturday Review that ''the computer revolution
has suddenly removed age-old limitations on the processing of informa-
tion, including the linkage of data with competing theories of explana-
tion. "' ** A graphic example of this limitation and how it has been re-
moved by computers can be seen in the complexity of making a global
weather forecast. Two leading scientists of the National Center for
Atmospheric Research report that "it takes about a billion elementary
numerical operations to compute a 24-hour weather forecast for the
whole of the earth.'" They then go on to say that "'today, we have com-
puters capable of holding millions cf pieces of data in readily accessible
storage and of carrying over a million numerical operations per second.
Thus, the time requiredto perform the billion operations for a 24-hour
forecast is reduced to about1, 000 seconds or 17 minutes. ''*** The
time dimension, until recently an insurmountable barrier to this appli-
cation of our scientific knowledge of the atmosphere, has been reduced
to a workable level.

Recently, another important prospect has come into view. J. C.R.
Liicklider, a leading information scientist, states that 'during the last
fi ve years, man-computer interaction--'on-line' or 'interactive' in-
formation processing--has grown from a gleam in an eye to a major

*de Solla Price, Derek J., Communication in Science: The Ends--
Philosophy and Forecast, ' ('iba Foundation Symposium on Communi-
cation in Science: Documentation and Automation, eds. Anthony de
Reuck and .Julie Knight, J. &A. Churchill L.td., l.ondon(1967, p. 209,

¢],agswell, Harold D., "'Do We Need Sociai Obscrvatories ?"' Saturday
Review (August 5, 1967), pp. 49-52.

:2=Thompson, Philip D. and Roberts, Wzlter Q., "Computing the
Weather, " The Christian Science Monitor (August 17, 1967).
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sociotechnological movement. ''* The computer and its asscciated
equipment is now providing man a tool that can perform accurately,
rapidly, and(when sufficiently large volumes are involved) very
economically the clerical operations of data comparison, logic pro-
cedures, and mathemalical computation. These are operations a
knowledge-user almost always must perform in translating resource
data into termc significant to the context of his individual interest.
Where the rigor of the resource knowledge permits such translations
to be made by mathematical or similar logical processing, he can
then use the computer so that it can be driven from his interest context
and provide a printout in his context. He then has created a greatly
enhanced facility for examining the data recource ‘self. With com-
puter speeds what they are, the computer system's responsiveness
may be rapid enough that the interrogator is, in effect, in a position
to establish a computer-assisted ''dialogue’’ with his data resource.

In such a reactive relationship, he can pursue solutions to his problem
based on the computer's response to each request for additional data
or action taken. Each step in the process of finding the soh 'ion
determines the next step until the desired goal is reached, or the
problem-solving potential of the data resource is exkausted.

Many of the prospects for improved use of data assume the availability
of large volumes of machine-readable data on which the computer can
perform the desired functions. Although the number of automated

data centers in the United States has increased from a small handful
ten years ago to literally hurireds of formally organized centers
today, an overwhelming percentage of potentially useful data is still
inaccessible for extensive manipulation by computer.

With the development of these data centers as separate entities,
pressure is building up to take action toward tying individual centers
or systems together into a network or series of netwoerks. Several
plans havce already been fostered to establish networks of this kind.

In the prcposed neiwork link-ups, a technical problem exists as a
result of different types of computers and their different programming
instructions. These, ooviously, must be compatible before data could
be effectively transferred from one data center {o another.

‘Licklider, J.C.R., "A Crux in Scientific and Technical Communication, '

American Psychologist (November 1966), p. 1049.
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The most critical problem, however, in creating working competencies
in the computer-assisted mode is much deeper than establishing elec-
tronic transmission links t~iween different data centers. There is the
problem, even without an electronic link, of intellectual compatibility
between the systems. For instance, are they uging compatible data
structures and languages ? Not only does this mean that terms must
have essentially the san:e or {ranslatable meanings in each system--
their data files must also have a high degree of compatibility in their
conceptual structures. Structuring in many cases renders data useless

unless it can be reformatted to meet the requirements of a different context.

Computer codification languages and file structures impacting on the
user must be modeled on the conceptual structures of the 3ubject matter
first and on the machine capability second. Codes designed to be easy
for the machine can impose learning burdens the human user will not
accept, even though the codes are both simple and rational. The per-
ceived mechanics of the phenomena, and identified values in human
affairs will constitute the most reassuring foundation for enduring
codification commitments. The data specialist and the lexicographer
must encourage the computer technologist to be faithful to the "language
of origin" in pursuing his craft.

Solution of the problems concerning standardized vocabularies, term-
inclogy control, file structure devclopment, and indexing criteria will
control to a larg: degree the compatibility between future data systems.
Solution of this problem comprises an intellectual challenge that must
be met if some of the most exciting of the prospects held forth by the
computer can be realized.

Throughout this stud; attention has been lirected to the future, because
the future can be influenced, if nct invented, by contemporary actions
During the conduct of this study, leading data system specialists and
scientific and technical administrators were requested to project future
events and trends which would impact on scientific a..d technical data
handling systems. These projections, aithough reflecting individual
opinion and not consistent as a set, are indicative of the events or
trends which planners of future scientific and technical data systems
must anticipate and accommodate in a total concept of data management
and handling. The following list enumerates some of the projections:

1968-1973 Computerized evaluation of experimental
data in the area of nuclear cross sections.
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1968-1973

1969-1974

1969-1975

1970

1970-1972

1970-1972

1970-1972

1970-1974

1970-1980

1972

1972-1976

Implementation of extensive computer systems
which process evaluated dats files for more
effective utilization of data in design and devel-
opment activities.

Utilization of high-density, photochromic micro-
image devices for digital file storage, capable
of storing 400 pages per square inch with an
access rate of 200 to 500 microseconds.

Full implementation of the United Engineering
Information and Data System.

Utilization of laser-luminescent display devices
capable of good resolution.

Utilization of mass storage devices capable
of storing 1012 bits of data.

Establishment of the position of "'Vice Presi-
dent for Information" within commercial and
industrial organizations.

Implementation of a data system for metals
and materials properties.

Utilization of handwritten document readers
for input. capable of reading a full character
set at a rate of 50 characters per second.

Establishment of Federal Government data
banks serving assorted agencies in the three
branches of the Federal Government.

Establishment of a four-year update lecture/
workshop for practitioners to impart theery
and to arrest or retard personnel obsolescence.

Printing of essentialiy all publications by electronic

composition or photo composition.
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1972-1977

1972-1977

1973

1973

1973

1973

1973

1973

1073

1974

1975

Implementation of state government data
centers, supporting state functions such as
planning, urban and rural development, in-
dustrial relocation, unemployment, etc.

Full implementation of a National Chemical
Information System.

Availability of computer storage on a public
utility basis.

Direct access to large data banks on service
and fee basis.

Discovery of a way to build modular software
which is subsettable and based on an individual's
needs and machine size, but which has almost
the performance of a custom code.

Extensive use of computers in ''on-line" data-
acquisition systems and "interactive'' modes
of operation, where the user and computer
form a complementary unit.

Implementation of a National Physics Data
Center.

Implementation of a working national data and
document network in the field of medicine.

Implementation of well developed mechanisms
and data banks in machine-readable form in
several of the existing information services
such as Chemical Abstracts.

Establiskment of revolutionary types of educa-
tional courses in mathematics and systems logic.

On-line recall and remote terminal display of the
most frequently neceded handbook data simultan-
eously with the presentation of the problem being
attacked.
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1975 Implementation of community-operated and

community-owned computer centers, available
to small industiy, school, public libraries, etc.

1975 Satellite communication of scientific data via
television circuitry between established national
systems in the allied nations.

it

1975 Utilization of small personal computers for
personal files.

1975 Telecommunication of scientific papers or r
data prior to publication, with option of in-
putting to a storage and retrieval system.

1975 Creaticn of an integrated index for environmental
data, embracing the contents of data centers i
for weather data, oceanographic data, space
and aeronomy data, seismological data, geo-
detic data, gravity data, geomagnetic data, etc.

1975 Expansion and vitalization of the National Referral
Center, with more effective interconnections
with other informaticn services.

1975 Implementation of educational computer networks
on a nation-wide scale,

1975 Replacement of institutionalized data centers with ‘
national data/information centers in areas where
institutionalized centers duplicate, cverlap, or
tail to provide services. i

1975 Utilization of fiat displays with a resoliution of .
0.1 mm. or better, in sizes of one square ‘
mneter or better.

1975 Impiementation of multi-processing computers
with a throughput equivalent to one nanosecond
per opcration (one billion operations per second
per system).

1975 Designation of specific institutiors in national data’
informationi svstems 4s agents resyonsible for pro-
viding services, at standard fees, to all qualified
users .n the econamy.

ong Omq§ g
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1975-1980 Utilization of teaching machines for almost
all subjects, including formal schooling and
adult education (in centers),

1978 Implementation of an Electrical and Electronic
Engineering Data Center.

1980 Utilization of three-dimensional, colored
display devices.

4 o=) G Gl 0GB &

- 1980 Joint operation of EDUCOM, NSRDS, NCIS,

’ and NPIS,

.- 1980 Utilization of mass storage devices capable of

storing 1018 bits of data.

.. 1983 Implementation of a National Social Sciences

Datz Center.

1984 Domestic access to data in libraries and infor-
mation centers.

1985 Replacement of conventional hard cover books
with newer information media.

1985 Widespread utilization of voice recognition
devices.

1985 Replacement of libraries in the conventional
sense with computerized, filmed stores of
information, with film reader facilities for
reading rooms, browsing, ctc.

. Effective transition from current data management and handling practices
to the future portended by the preceding or similar trends and events will
necessitate acceptance of responsibilities, assignment of priorities and

.. allocation of resources. A\s stated by Dr. Weston , We must work har-
moniously and cooperatively with those presently in the field--and with
any newcomers who show interest, who have idcas and who will also

. work cooperatively.

«Weston, Jean R., M.D., "The State of the Art and Its Future,
keynote address presented at the Third Annual Meeting of the Drug
.. Information Association, Philadelphia, Pa. . May 24,25 anc 26,
1967, p. 10,
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E. Data System Development--
A Qaestion of Who and When

Scientists and technologists universally depend upon data as a source
of information, and treat it as one of the more important archival
records. Data is well suited to the aggregation, summation, and
manipulation processes that become increasingly relevant as the in-
formation population grows. However, authors desire to publish more
data than the economics of the present technical documentation system
permits, and scientists and technologists normally can monitor only a
fraction of the existing, relevant, and available data resource. For
these and other reasons, it seems obvious that future large-scale data
systems are inevitable.

The techniques and mechanisms now availakli for large-scale data
systems appear to promise much, Their ¢ ;acities for manipulating
data parcels are substantial. As data collections grow larger, these
new tools can accommodate increases in usage and file storage with
relative effectiveness and economy. It is no secret that the computer,
modern reprography, and telecommunication methods can be combined
to provide an impressive capability. The present scale and complexity
of computer-based activity is rapidly bringing it to a point of familiarity
as a working tool of the scientist and technologist. Some of this ac-
tivity (the INTREX and MAC projects at MIT are examples) have specific
relevance to operations associated with national-network linkages,
whether of information gererally or data specifically.

What does not exist yet is sufficient commitment to data systems among
institutions with important national roles associated with technical in-
formation. In varying degrees, all of the key institutions seem to re-
quire additional knowledge, support for innovative change, and moti-
vation before such commitments can be expected. This deficiency is not
related to data systems 2lone. It has been noted in many instances, in-
cluding the Licklider Report, that the Federal Government is achieving
only partial success in persuading the scientific community to cooperate
in integrating public and private services into a ur fied system for scien-
tific and technical communication. The Licklider Report concluded:

“That the field [information science] is not yet well
enough defined to justify an attempt to design a
national system at this time 71965]. One must first
develop principles with respect to centralization and
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distribution of functicns and must understand betisr
the 'real’ needs of generators ana users of scientific
and technical information' *

Sinc# 1968, considerable progress has bren made toward national in-
formation systems, especially in sele-ted fields such as chemistry and
air pollution. However, as noted in the licklider Report, major deter-
rents, such as the mmadequite knowledge of user requirements and the
reluctance of organizations and individuals to enter cooperative arrange-
ments to alleviale common information problems, still need serious
study pri1or to the launching of operation4] acientific and te hnial data
sy stems or networks, Care oppears warranted, particularly where
large, new data fystems, conceived g3 vehirles accommodating a
r-tional aggregation of usages and users, ar+ contemplated., Such sys-
tems « 4nnot but impiact, favorsbly or untaverably, on many of the in-
stitutiens (defined 53 narrowly as oerganizations or +5 broadly as cul-
rural traditions) now «ssocisted with techmoal activity.

A few specific »xamples will iliustrare how many pag-s, now virtually
blank, remain to be sketched out befor- designs and investments in
lorge. new operailonal data systems thst are national in concept can

b- committ-d on a responsibly informed ba-1s.  For instance, what

does a4 data system do to (or do for) the prevaiiing doiument system

tha! now « srri-s the prim-ry burden of formal « ommunication and
r2ference-dsta transmission in the te hnic al community > (n 4 data-rich,
well codified " aature' science such as chemistry, for example, would
a4 <hemical data subsysi-m provide a mejor ¢conomic reiief for the pro-
teasional and trade -press dosument publishers” Would 1t reduce re-
perting <osts tor authoring organizafions, and pern4ps be self supporting
tnrough filing «harges for the archivai accountability r<quirement of the
author? Would it retae soms do.ument ¢1135¢5 such a3 the data hand-
book and *the¢ new -dat- journal © Would compl2xes of document systems
«voive 1n which the document sy stem would support the dita syst-m with
judgmental information that had b¢-n prov.-d difticult or uneconomic to
<ozity 1nto the data system * Or would the dati syst-m support the doc
ument system «nd be reached through the document indexes, with the
di*1 system providing an amplified data bise< and perhaps a computational
competen: @ for the decument system ° In the generality, the answers to
all these questions might well be "ves' from the system-operator's

— e et e e

“J C.R Licklider, ¢t al., Report of the Ofti e of Science snd

Te. hgc_)logy Ad Hou __1_‘:‘_3_{1_*1 on S¢ x_u:rﬁI_I_—l and T:{‘A_h_ni- 1] C;n;b:u;‘iuw
tions. 8 Februiry 1965,
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perspective. From the viewpoint of existing active institutions, an
individualized pattern optimal for specific documents and documenta-
tion traditions would probably be the answer.

What are the transitional stresses in going from traditional informa-
tion-processing mechanics, which orient around the typewriter and the
printing press, to computer-based methods ? Under what circumstances
does the national interest justify national investment (i. e., a Federal
subsidy) in the change-over costs ? At what level of codification, volume
of accumulated material, and existing or potential usage is there enough
of a data base to justify converting the data population of a field for
computer handling ? At what point does the benefit of more rigorous
tools for technical-mission supervisors justify the cost of creating

data systems which the "bench' technologist can be made accountable
for using ? Who should assume the cost burden associated with culture
transitions (e. g., of usage traditions)? Who should assume the intellec-
tual burden of data-codification language development; who should assume
the burden of maintaining it; and who should assume the economic bur-
den of each? Information-husbanding institutions such as the scien-
tific society and technical trade association would appear to have primary
accocuntability for the intellectual burdens of their field. Cost accoun-
tability, at least to the level of underwriting philosophy, appears
generally a Federal burden. From the viewpoint among existing insti-
tutional activity, however, there will be sectors where the institutions
will identify economic or ownership-strategy arguments for under-
writing system-development or system-conversion efforts. Entre-
preneurial institutions will exist or be formed that are willing to risk
investments based on new processing modes. Some such ventures may
draw in part from existing information or data activities that are
publicly supported. They may aspire to occupy a mechanized-level
niche left vacant for any of a number of reasons by the institution his-
torically associated with the subject.

Prospects such as the latter raise the question of the equitable rights
and obligations inherent to the generator, the owner, and the user of
data that become part of a national data system or network. What
policies will preserve genuine independence of information-husbanding
institutions such as the scientific societies that may operate systems
developed or sustained through Federal underwriting ? How can usage
of such systems be managed so as to preserve equitable opportunity
for private-venture data services ? The burden of resolving questions
of this nature appears to run to those institutions through which an
adequately informed, reasonably disinterested citizenry can speak.

I11-49
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These examples suggest strongly that large new data systems or net-
works, conceived as vehicles accemmodating a national aggregation nf
usages and users, are not likely to reach the operational level unless
at least three facilitating activities have functioned over a period of
time. They are:

® Economically sheltered conditions under which major
data-owning institutions can experiment with the
functional merits of data systems or services that
are potential companions or successors to existing
data-containing operational activities of the insti-
tutions;

Research activity broadly addressed to the state-
of-art aspects of national data systems;

A forum through which policy can evolve from the
grass-root case problems and opportunities iden-
tified or experienced as specific undertakings are
suggested or implemented.

In answer to the question of "when'', it would appear that the sooner these
three facilitating actions occur, the sooner we will see the appearance of
operational national systems. Answers to the question ''who'' would appear
to come first from sectors where the transition stresses are minimal
and few or no issues of equitability are involved. The huge body of tech-
nical information generated for agencies in the Executive Department
comes to mind. The scientific society's classical role, and its intellec-
tual and communication resources, appear to merit particular examina-
tion for extension into the data sub-regime. Industrial and other eco-
nomic institutions that generate and utilize data seem to offer intriguing
potential for simple buy-and-sell relationships with ''non-sensitive"

data systems they both supply and draw from.

It is obvious that there is some threshold level below which a data sys-
tem possesses insufficient content to attract a meaningful patronage.
However, from the view taken here that institutional factors are the
controlling limitation, this does not appear as a really serious constraint.
Assuming that constraint, the most probable expectation is for the evo-
lutionary emergence of expediently useful data services, promoted through
the research and support resources of a Federally-funded national data
program activity. Over a period of operational experience, networks of
functionally compatible data services should emerge in turn, along with
advantageous mergers in processing mechanics,
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This view of ''who and when'' lacks the dramatic visualization of a Polaris
weapon system or the first Earth satellite, It also provides no single
marshalling point for a deterministic, system-manager type of techni-
cal design prescription that simplifies day-to-day guidance toward
goals, resources, and deadlines,..and also can help considerably in
securing support for a national data program. It is, however, both
sensitive and responsive to many individual problems and opportunities
that are extensively and sometimes dramatically visible in the numer-
ous sectors of the scientific and technical community. We believe this
view of the way future national data systems will develop is realistic,
and that a well-conceived national data program activity can materially
speed their emergence. It is our judgment that a supportive program
framed to utilize the broad mix of existing institutional competencies
and motivations will prove to possess enduring viability as a facilitator
of the process generally. We believe that support of the plan proposed
elsewhere in this report will result,by 1975, in operational data activi-
ties that are significant to the context of this study.
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IV. THE PROBLEM AS DEFINED BY CURRENT ISSUES

The overall problem to be resolved through improved management of the
national scientific and technical data resource may be defined through
consideration of the current issues or subproblems of which the problem
is comprised. Nearly one hundred such issues or sub-problems were
selected, categorized, and evaluated in the course of this study of
national scientific and technical data activities. The issues were iden-
tified by examination of previous studies, workshop discussions, mail
questionnaires, and personal interviews. They were screened and
groupedintofive categories of significance in planning future national data
programs, Thefive categories used were concerned with the following
aspects of data activities:

Data Management & Handling System Requirements;
Data Packaging;

Data Handling Equipment;

Personnel Capabilities; and

Institutional Roles.

HoOw»

The issues were grouped according to these categories and sent to
panels of individuals who were experts in the respective areas. Five
panels, composed of over 300 experts, were asked to rate the relevance,
importnnc , and amenability to resolution of the issues and to give com-
ments concerning potential recommendations that might lead to their
resolution. A specimen set of survey instruments and a panel member
response to onc of the issue evaluation questionnaires are shown in
Exhibit ' - i, The responses from the panels, as well as the evalua-
tions of the project staff, served as the basis for compiling the five sets
of current issues that comprise this section., The issues are enumer-
ated an'! bricfly discussed, The discussions are illustrative of current
viewpoints and do not necessarily constitute a complete or balanced
review of each issue. However, in their entirety they indicate the com-
plexity and limited level of knowledge which currently exists concerning
'requirements for data management on a national scale, and the data
handling systems which would be responsive to these requirements,

Av'l
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A. Data Managzment & Handling System Requirements

The brcad questions c¢oncerning underlying rationales connected with
the need for 2 rational data system, methods of its possible implemen-
tation in whele o» in part, and a broad indication of alternate structures
- vhe migh* be pcssible were the subject of the first evaluation panel,
As ia the plannirg of mcst major programs, it is essential to answer
questions such as these, and to consider the vital role they play in the
iniflal. or preliminary planning stage, of the program's life cycle.

in scme cases, there was an evaluation by the panel of issues concern-
ing tre roie of data systems in the context of current scientific and
*echnical activitize., in other questions, evolutionary and final struc-
ture problems are considered, and in still others, the parallel evolu-
ticn of several systems prior to integration is the subject of evaluation,

The evaluaticn response to this gt of issues indicated a consensus
that zil of -he subproblems are difficult, but not impossible to solve.
All pan=iisis se-zmed to agree that dissemination aspects of the data
handiing sysizms pose more difficult problems than other aspects,
but g=ne-aliy there was gnod agreement that specialized data systems
will b= ms)o vehicles -or the compilation, storage, and "referral"
cf data, Sever:zl panelists expressed some caution against establish-
ing new Cate centers or systems without thorough study as to need,
interreletizn, and compatibiiity, Additionally, few panelists seemed
t2 feel that input of data into data handling systems offered any new
cr maj.r problems,

Severcal pareliiets, in addressing their comments toward networks,
indicated that 2o > ncde point of the network should be able to com-
municale with ancther node point insofar as indexes are concerned,
and thereafier, the user would request hard copy products. Here,
hawever, s aimost classical problem of failing to distinguish data
and data packages nbscured the issue, Some panelists suggested
produste, such &8 handbooks or repcrts, as data items to be delivered,
whils cihes suggested the data content of packages, such as a
single idertifiable number, or small sets of such numbers as the
key items l:r transmission from one location to another. In such
cases, of course, thz problems of commonality and compatibility
cf highly strurtured referra! and search techniques, let alone hard-
wasre of aay yps, again are the key problems.
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In general, the Panel members formed two groups--one group unwilling
lo foresee any substanuial change 1n systems used for rnanagement and
handling of data and the other group anxious 1o assume that highly
automated, comprehensive systems will soon exist to serve all of

science and technology. The proper perspective obviously exists
between these two extremes.

Radical changes 1n data handling systems probably will not occur
quickly simply because system designers do not know precisely the

data service needs of scientists and technologists. In addition, even
when service requirements are well defined the system designer does
not yet know how to effectively match data handling equipments and
methods to data service requirements. Quite likely new data handling
systems will be introduced in an evolutionary fashion with the computer
first used as an aid for structuring, storing, and formatting data

for distribution in conventional forms. Knowledge gained from such ex-
perience will then be applied to implementation of more highly automated
systems including query processing capabilities. Similarly computer
techniques which are already widely used in-design and other data
manipulation operations at the work station of the scientist or techno-
logist will continue to be refined and expanded 1n application. It, there-
fore, does not appear unreasonable to anticipate a future merger of
data handling sysiems to serve all of the scientist's or technologist's
data handling n#eds--both archival and day-to-day manipulation. At
least this possibility provides a2 future frame of reference which
possibly can guide data handling system development efforts.

1. How Can the Purpose and Goals of a National Data Management
Program be Removed from the Realm of Conjecture and be Made
Tanginle Enough to Enlist the Active Cooperation of Those Organi-

zations Most Likeiy to Help Implement, and Benefit From, its
Establishment ?

The problem 1mplics that mzajor steps must be taken to give a detailed
demonstration of the utility of a national data system; a description of
the envisioned system, and a detailed plan indicating exactly how
existing data systems would be integrated into the national system,

including specifics of how their continued vitality i8 both maintained
and enhanced.

There seemed o be- agre~men' among the Panel members that a central
organizaticn 1s required to formulate and coordinate national data pro-
gram developmert. In addition, there was general agreement that the
organization should not be located in nor wholly directed by the Federal
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Government, However, there was wide divergence of opinion as to how
much and what type of control this office should have over any program.

2. Since Optimum Design (and Operation) of National Data Program
Depends on Knowledge of the Quantity, Quality, and Obsolescence
Rate of thc Data in Fxisting Systems, What Effort Should be Made
to Define these Characteristics.

The Panel felt that this type of information is essential to the implementa-
tion of a national data program and that the census should be addressed

to two areas: (1) the quantity, adequacy, obsolescence, and other qualities
of existing data; and (2) systems and artifacts in which data or factual
information are recorded, packaged, stored, and disseminated. The
first census requirement includes not only a study of particular data

files, but also of data users. Such a census would facilitate efforts

to avoid "'unplanned' or "undirected' growth in evolving data programs.
Also, it could be directed to evolve a National Index of Scientific and
Technical Data,

3. How Can Unmet Data Management and Data Handling Requirements
be Ascertained; and at the National Level, Should Emphasis be
Placed Upon Meeting the Inter-Communities Requirements or
Intra-Community Requirements?

These requirements can probably be best ascertained by and within
specific communities such as those formed by memberships of pro-
fessional societies, trade associations, mission-oriented agencies, and
individual firms or programs. However, some coordinating and review
process is probably required to assure that the total effort is conducted
in a manner which minimizes the total effort expended and assures that
all communities vital to the national scientific and technological posture
are included in the determination of requirements,

4. How Can the Required Functions and Scopes of National Data
Handling Systems be Determined?

This study has indicated that the current data service requirements of
scientists and engineers are still largely undefined. More particularly,
effective methods are not available to predict scientists' and engineers'’
data requirements in the future, especially their range of needs as they
shift from task to task, and the diversity of data needs so implied by such
movement, There is a need to utilize existing and new prototype data
systems to test user response and to make relevant measures of system
and service effectiveness. Initial tests should include study of systems
that are mission oriented and those which are discipline oriented.

V-5



8cience Communication
Washington, D. C. 200 07
COSATI Data Systems Study
Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

One study element would be the analysis of several mission oriented
systems as programs force them to interface more and more with each
other, and the resulting increases in the effectiveness of the programs.
Another study element required is the analysis of two other mission
oriented systems that are now being forced to interface where one in-
volves purely scientific data and the other purely technical data.

The ability to retrieve both types of data from a single system has

long been acknowledged to be a major problem.

5. What Should Determine Whether Centralized Data Systems, Decen-
tralized Data Networks, Coordinated Data Exchange Programs, or
Data Source Referral Centers Should be Included in the Development
of National Data Systems?

This study has indicated that data management is for the most part
performed by scientists and engineers who use the data, and that
centralized data efforts serve only as support elements for their
technical activity. It further indicates that centralized services and
systems will not mature for some time,

The real problem is to make initial examination of the effectiveness
of possible alternatives and combinations of system formats for
particular classes of data users and the demands of existing and
projected systems. The problem, therefore, may not be so much
the ability to pre-structure a system, but to define the data manage-
ment requirement so well that the structure which finally does
emerge is optimal from the standpoint of practicality and use. Fac-
iors to be considered in determining system format will include:
motivating forces between users, operators, managers, and agencies
who must "pay’ for the systems; and the developing modes of
scientific and technical activity.

6 . Should Operation of Data Systems be Totally Separate from That
of Document Systems; Should the Two Perform Complementary
Functions, or Should They be Totally Integrated?

This issue strikes directly to the heart of three interrelated prob-
lems: (1) What constitutes data in contrast to information? (2) Are
data being lost, or being made less easily amenable to direct data
retrieval techniques, by document handling systems (which otherwise
serve excellent information purposes)? and (3) Is one system growing,
or being encouraged to grow, too rapidly at the expense of the other?

.....
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There seem to be twc answers to this problem, although the outcome of
both answers essentially is the same. namely, the operations of
existing data and document handling systems should be conducted so
as to complement and supplement one another. There appears to be
validity to the opinion that document handling systems have been, and
are, developing far more rapidly than data systams. The fault,
however, appears to be more one of sheer necessity, i.e., merely
keeping pace with the information produced, including the data
implied by the information content of a document. Thus, the data
management function in many cases is confined to indexing of the
general level of a document's data content, and thus, in the majority
of cases, the extraction and indexing of specific data content of the
document are bypassed. A logical and quite useful supplementary
activity for document handling operators would be to include an
adequate indexing of the data content within each document. Such
indexed information, of course, would facilitate identification of

data for subsequent extraction and incorporation into data systems.

From a second point of view, it 1s important to note that increasingly
large quantities of useful data are not being published, but instead
are being sought, and incorporated directly into data systems, such
as NSSDC In fact, the publication step is being completely bypassed
and, instead, the data are transferred directly from the point of
measurement into the data system. Yet these data, as a conglomer-
ate, on occasion also represent information--especially when
properly indexed or otherwise codified Present data systems will
also have to work in concert with the document handling systems.
The very long term result will probably be an integrated system,

On the other hand, purely from a practical operating standpoint,

the current best practice seems not to force total integration of the
systems, but rather have each establish those practices which will
produce some form of minimax interface on the operating level
where ease of transfer from one system to another currently is so
greatly in demand

7 1f a National Data System is Established, How Can the Differences
Between Basic Research, Technological Development, and Appli-
cation Operations Activities be Taken into Account, Especially if
the Systems are Structured by Discipline or Technical Field?

The question actually poses at least two basic problems, both of
which are related to file entry and the search technique used by the
uscr. The recognition that there are basic differences in requirements
and approach by basic rescarch scientists'(as contrasted to a develop-
ment engireer or an applications technologist) also implies that each
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type of search essentially employs a different technique. Thus, if a
file is structured according to one type of search technique, so also

is the original structuring of the file entry, and one entry structure
often is not amenable tu another type of search. Th!s is further com-
plicated by differences in data requirements of each aiscirline. These
differences impose additional variations on the various types of search
techniques which, in turn also affect the file entry structures. There-
fore, whi'e redundancy of entry io a proper degree is advantageouz, it
also can be imposed beyond reasonable limits.

The beginnings of an answer, therefore, would seem 0 lie in the avoid-
ance of a major emphasis on discipline, and turning instead to struc-
turing file entry by related sets of data such a. properties and related
sets of substanc>s and items. This solutior may ¢r may not imply an
additional structuring in the automation to accommodate the three

road s€aicn tecnniques implied by Lasic vesearch, developmental,
and applicatiois activities. If .nese goals can be achieved, large
populationg of researchers from diverse disciplines might be ser . ¢
as w. il afnei ior bya coordinated or integrated system. Such
structuring might further imply more intensive work on correlated
files and file inv:ision techniques to enhance cross-referencing and
cross-matching abilities at many le e's of file entry. The ultimate
goal, of course, wili be the national system capability to accept an
inquiry from a user even wuen the inquiry is directed to the wrong
system component, with switching responses to accommodate his
needs.

8 To What Exter “ould Pata Services be Rendered by a Referral
_Clenter or Ne?._f.‘ur‘K, Rather thar a Data hkeirieval and Liissemi-
nation Network or Syste_rgz

There seems little question that it currently is easier to develop
systems which only precvide the user wi/h the locations of data rather
than one that also delivers the data It "ppears sensible, therefore,
to emphasice that referral centers (or n~twerks) currently offer a
logical, first stepping-stone in the transition fcom our presently
uncocrdinated data activity tu the nore highly integrated data dis-
semination system of the future. Note, moreover. ‘hat even after
such advanced retrieval-dissemination systems ar - reated, a
mechanism similar to the basic referral network wiil still be required
to direct a user inquiry to the correct locations where the data required
for adequate responce are stored In fact, one of the first comnonents
of any advanced system must be an adequate inventory of data on hand
at each center, and such ar irventory, of course, is the bazi. sub-
stance of any mearingful reforral system.
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To facilitate utilization of existing programs, it seems logical that the
existing National Referral Center at the Library of Congress could be
supplemented with specialized referral centers in specific areas ol
science and technology (e. g., engineering materials). In turn, it then
would be a major respensibility for each specialized data center to
maintain all the indexes of scientific and technical data for the field

it serves,

In connection with the concept of a system that will evolve and grow with
time, it further seems logical to assign the responsibility to these
specialized referral centers to determine which of its data will first be
put on-line for automatic s'etrieval and dissemination. A good, and
possibly ruling, set of criteria in all likelihood will have to be the
time dependency of certain select sets of data (blueprint changes,
disease incidence), or the volume of demand for other sets that are

r.ot necessarily so time dependent (table cf physicul constants).

9. What Can be Done to Assure Coordination of the Efforts of Equipment
and Software Suppliers with Data System Requirements?

There 1s no doubt that equipment developments are moving rapidly in

the information systems fielu and, to some, it may seem that equip-
ment developments are con'rolling the extent and natui e of the automated
data systems development. It is obvious, however, that major equip-
ment vendors generally design their products in response to predicted
demand, and therefore, that equipment vendors design major units to
serve as general a purpose as possible. It follows that these present
day equipments are inherently flexible and adaptab'e to a wide range

of demands from different systems.

Therefore, the most important activity for data system designers and
managers is to continually define the requirements for future data
systems. Thus. equipment manufacturers will respond and meet those
requirements. In addition, the computer equipment and associated
industries will provide more effective general purpose programming
languages that are currently unavailable and will be needed in the
future. The efforts of data system designers to define, document &nd
publicize their current and future equipment and software needs ave
critical, and programs should be provided to promote the require:
effort.
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10. Is the Management of Scientific and Technical Data Amenable to
the Systems Approach, Especially in Leading to Improved Means
of Communicating and Using Scientific and Technical Data?

This question needed a more definitive term than "'systems approach''.
Sorne panel members considered systeme from a purely equipment or
mechanistic standpoint (i.e., input, processor, and output), while
others viewed systems as a logical ordering of knowledge or a well-
integraied unit that serves a useful purpose. Similarly, each of these
"systems'' concepts may be evaluated from several standpoints: utility,
effectiveness, cost, benefits, productivity, and amenity to managene nt.
The issue, therefore. pcils down to the questicn o how critical is 2
national system, now and in the future, to improved effectiveness of
the data-handling aspect of data management. There have been few

if any, quantitative evaluations of the present data (as opposed to
document) management requirements in specific fields of science and
technology. Application of systems approaches to data management
will require such evaluations.

11. What Evaluation Processes Should be Included in a National Data
Program; Are Available Processes Adequate to Perform Efficient
Data Evaluations?

There are two aspects to this problem of evaluating and re-using data.
The first is concerned with the validation of so-called basic scientific
data by the community-at-large. This validation pro- ¢3s usually
requires a complex and sophisticated intellectual comparison process
within the immediate framework of the particular data generators and
users. The current methods to disseminate, compare, evaluate, and
finally, incorporate a piece of data into a validated scientific and tech-
nical data bank are not generally efficient or effective, Certain
systematic methods, such as those implemented bv the National Stan-
dard Reference Data System, could be employed 1n other data sectors
to get such data into useful storage earlier, and with more systematic
and extensive qualifications than have been used before,

The second aspect of the provlem is concerned with data that an individ-
ual user might need to evalvate. For example, data from certain
experimental runs may need to be compared, either witn each other,

ur with a reference base, to discover anomalies or discrepancies.

This typical procedure might be redirected to the validation of the base
data reference, or some other related datum. For this type of
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validation problem, the user community needs much more advanced

and flexible programming tools by which it can perform the comparisons
and validations. The continued juesticning and re -appraisal of data

by independent investigators appears to be the essential safeguard to
scientific evaluation--which might otherwise freeze acceptance of
"official'' judgments. Thus, use of data banks for comparisons may
also provide a means to "keep score'' while a fundamental process of
science per Se goes on.

Animportant questionrelated data evaluation is what types ot data should
national systems collect, store, or make available to users of the system.
Knowledge ccencerning data use, practices, and needs of scientists and
engineers is inadequate to answer this question at the present time.
There is a general consensus, however, that scizntists most often
prefer raw, but highly qualified, data; engineers prefer mostly
refined data; and technicians almost always rely on highly refined

data (evaluation of a new raw data set, however, is almost always

done in a step-wise, reverse crder). Thus, despite the studies that
obviously should be conducted on this problem, a national program
probably will always have to contend with a multiplicity and diversity
of data assemblages. This realization may also provide a key design
clue to national system configurations--cne facet must provide for a
hierarchical structure of specialized vs. more generalized (refined
data) centers. And, since time and cost of the data refinement process
will always be a key variable, studies directed to eliciting more
precise inforination on this proslem need to address themselves to

use statistics of operating systems, experiments in controlled data-
service environments, and laboratory modeling and simulation of
data-servicing concepts.

12 Which Aspects of the Scientific and Technical Data Programs
Should be Centralized? Which Require Coordination? What are
the Factors that Determine these Requirements?

These questions leadto a key system design question that must be answered
early in the planning stage of a national program. Currently, majority
opinion seems highly inclined toward the development of several
decentralized data systems with indexing and switching centers to

link one with another. Ccncrete justifications can be advanced for

the networking approach: (1) Existing banks, which naturally would be
incorporat~d into a national system, are widely scattered. These¢

banks also sfrve speciai purpose data service needs for nearby uscr
communities, and possess existing competency for data handling
operations, (2) The investment in existing data centers is too great to
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abandon, (3) From the standpoint of safety--against both natural
and man-made disasters--adiversified network has a greater chance

of survival either in whcele or in party (4) Current data transmission
costs make large centralized data files economical:y unattractive.
Whereas ccnsiderable thought has been given to the questions of
centralization versus decentralization of system operations, the same
question applied to programming and planning functions has not been
sericusly considered. Panel respondents indicated that such national
program functions require considerable visibility but need not be
organizationally consolidated in a central office.

13. What Should be the Inter-Relationship of National and Inter national
Data Programs; What National and International Arrangements
Should be Fostered to Attain Adequate International Exchange of
Data?

Over the past several years, a large number of international data pro-
grams have been initiated, many of which include participation of U.S.
organizations. Consequently, the interface between national and
international is a valid area of concern.

There are two overall problems that should be recognized before
turning to the specifics of international data exchange. First,

major geographic areas such as Europe do not now have a centralized
data program. Thus, world-wide coordination of data exchange may
require coordination of as many as 300 political units. Secondly,
certain types of data are subject to either security or proprietary
restrictions. Declassification and release, therefore, may always
be something of a problem.

The main problem is not exchange of purely scientific data, which

are 2lready widely disseminated by traditional means, but technolo-
gical data of greatly sought economic value. Among the recommenda-
tions made relevant to this problem area are: greater U.S. partici-
pation in CODATA activities: the exchange of data on an individual
case basis' voluntary exchange by U.S. firms; greater participation

in UNESCO efforts; and a searching review of Federal legislation as to
whether or not it is maximally appropriate both as to exchange
limitations and to reducing the U. S. technology gap in many areas.
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14. There are Several Problems Associated with the Management of
Data Contained in National Systems and Other Formal Data
Efforts: Who Shall Be Able to Address Each System? How Will
Priorities be Determined in Servicing Data Requests? What
Limits Might be Placed on the Scope of Data Requests?

These problems can be solved only when user surveys are implemented
to determine the need profiles of the scientific and technical communi-
ties, and the availability of potentially requested data, and ultimately,
the cost/benefit ratios for operating data handling systems.

15. Should Cost-Effectiveness be the Principal Criterion to Determine
Whether Future Scientific and Technical Data Systems Will or
Will Not be Developed?

Recently, the concept of cost-effectiveness has gained wide acceptance
as a basis for deciding whether or not a system would be developed or
operated. It is vital, however, to realize that cost-effectiveness is
primarily useful in deciding between the development of alternatives
(i.e., improved, streamlined versions) of well-established operating
systems. There appears to be little utility in applying the technique
of cost-effectiveness to non-existent systems that will, when imple-
mented, be one cr more orders of magnitude advanced in conceptual
development from those presently envisioned. Consequently, the
emphasis should primarily be on tne development of one or more sys-
tems, the determination of each system's effectiveness (not cost-
effectiveness), and the operating improvements that thus can be
derived from the iterative application of the system-effectiveness
criteria, Later, if desired, and if a sufficiently long operating
practice can be established as a basis, certain cost opt.mization
techniques may then be applied in the sele ction of systems.

16. How Can the Potential for the Rapid and Effective Use of Existing
Data (i.e., The Direct Coupling to Daily Scientific Activities) be
Demonstrated as Exploit lle?

Underlying questions associated with this issue involve two points of
view: First, fcr users, data managers, and even data producers,

the question per se generally is considered academic (i.e., more

anua more exploitation 1s obvious as more and more direct coupling

is achieved). On the other hand, this is a pressing question for
program managers, who must justify the implementation, or continua-
tion of an effort such as a national data system,
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It appears that a pilot test of the coupling effect could be created to
prove the basic exploitation advantages that could be engendered.

The test could utilize two groups of scientists or technologsts, with
one group using coupled research and data handling equipment and the
other, the control group, using traditional methods of data search.
With careful monitoring and evaluation, the improvement in effective-
ness thus made possible could be quantified and evaluated.

17. What Should be the Function of Informal Communications (Technica:
Meetings, Correspondence, Discussion) in Regard to National
Data Systems, and How Can These Comrnunications be Best Coor-
dinated with Highly Structured Data Systems?

The communication.. functions, as implied by the question, are chiefly
a means to convey information (as contrasted to data) nusually of a
conceptual nature. Such information is based upon data, but the data
supplied is usually piecemeal and is retrievable in some form on
demand. It appears, therefore, that little if any conflict actually
exists between the objectives of data systems and informal communi-
cations.

13. In National Systems, What Should be the Place of Vendor, Equip-
ment, and Product Data?

There seems little question that equipment, product, and vendor data
form an essential part of any national technical data system. These
data, sometimes highly redundant, generally are disseminated by
vendor or equipment/product suppliers, often in the form of catalogs,
data sheets, and advertisements. In toto, many more private dollars
and man-hours of effort are expended—o—n_such activities than on
scientific data generation. As a result, many legal, economic, and
technical factors are involved with incorporation of such data into a
national system.

The issue, therefore, apparently comes down to one of three possible
approaches: (1) Have the national systems "accept'' from vendors all
data they send forward, and include it directly in the system; (2) Have
the naticnal systems reject all such data and, instead, let the pro-
ducers of such data support their own separate data network; and

{3) Have the national systems crcate a special index and abstract

file of all available catalogs issued by the vendors and product/equip-
ment suppliers.
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19. Should Retrospective Data be Incorporated into National Systems,
and, If So, What Criteria Should be Used for its Selection?

The rate of obsolescence of data varies considerably awcnrg various
types. While many users of scientific and technical data may have
little interest in the histcrical background of their "current'' data,

for others there may not only be interest, but a genuine necessity,

for introspecuve review on many occasions. In other cases, of course,
there is an entire class of data that, while not ''current". could never
be regenerated (e.g., weather and epidemiological recordas or
engineering drawing changes). The latter class of data usually has a
use both as current operational data and as a basic trend record when
used beyond its moment of currency.

The best answer to the general question appears to be that some deci-
sion needs to be made initially for each type of data when it originally

is recorded in the system. This decision would involve factors such

as: back-logged data; the cost of maintaining retrospective files; the
requirement for such a large implied accumulation; and wirether or not
backlogging would flood the national system beyond economical or physi-
cal bounds. In summary, the advisability of retrospective storage of
data may depend upon three main factors: the cost and physical capacity
of the system; the requirements of scientists and engineers; and the
nature of the data itself.
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B, Data Packaging

The existence of many variations in data packaging modes is one of
the principal issues in establishing a natjonal data system. The
difference between the data form and packaging format requirements
for data generators, disseminators and users is the main problem
in this arca. These differences in requirements and the associated
issucs impose formidable criteria for the dcsgign of a national data
system,

One major aspect of data packaging problems, as evaluated by the
panel, concerned the approach that should be used to best
resolve them. Decisions concerning formatting and packaging of
scientific and technical data fall largely into the domain of the
working scientist and engineer, who are reluctant to change their usual
operational modes, despite recognized benefits for themselves,

as well as the national technical community at large. The signifi-
cance of this point is emphasized by the imposiance ratings
assigned by this panel to questions concerning: packaging aspects
of sutumated-system operation, centralization of data files, and
transition between media forms. The evaluative responses ol

this panel are summarized in the following series of irsues, which
are listed in their order of rated importance.

1. To What Degree Should Automation be Applied to the Total
Data Handling System, and What are the Packaging Implica-
tions of this Decision?

The systems approach must be applied to this design decision

to facilitate optimal accounting for the data packaging requirements
of the many user and generator communities. The total system,
when it is implemented, 1nust match with a master design that
facilitates automation in each secter 'to a degree which is technically
and economically viable.

"I'he greatest challenges will be design of the man-machine interface,
and the development of programs and languages to transform data
forins and formats so they satisfy both data user and data gencrator
requirements. The essential design tasks must be performed for
cach sector of the system individually, with less attention to the
overall gystem requirements. Hence, the degree 10 which automation
will be applied on an overall system level will evolve from the design
decisions relevant to the subsystems.
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2. In View of the Disagreement Concerning Use of Current
Capabilities to Build and Manipulate Large, Computerized
Data Files, What are the Chief Factors Behind this
Controversy, and What are their Implications for a
National Dara System”

The problem is that there is actually little relevant knowledge
available concerning the operation of large-scale scientific and
technical data files per se. There is, however, useful infermation
in existence from related fields, such as command ard control
svstems, as well as document handling systems. Such related
experience does not confirrm the actual applicability of equipment
and sottware to solving the unique problems associated with
scientific and techmcal data systems. This observation applies
particularly to a large-scale data system, and thus, it wili apply
with even greater raniifications to any proposed national data
system. It may, therefore, Ye necessary for the Federal
Government to support demonstration programs to develop iarge-
scale, multi-discipline data files that would yield on-line access
to various combinations of public, proprietary, and grivate data.

3. How Can the Capability to Shift from Establishe | Media Forms

to Machine Processable Forms be Improved, and What Should
be Done to Encourage Acceptance of these New T'orms?

Improvements in shifting from established to machine-processable
media probably will be in direct ratio to the availability of large-
scale systems to more and more users, and especially the practi-
cability of remote console [acilities (and/or microform readers)
to serve the needs of data users. Any lag in the shift to machine=
processable media arises more from the present unavailability of

such remote console equipment than {rom non-realization of benefits

of doing s0. Any method that could quantitatively demonstrate how
the burden of the present data glut could be eased should find ready

acceptance. Therefore, demonstration projects of this nature would

be useful, and Federal sponscraship of such demonstrations might
well be inorder. 1f conducted as controlled experiments, the

documented results would no! only provide the requisite quantification,

but additional guidelines fo- educational and training proget »ms
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4. Should any Effort be Made to Improve Ovcrall Effectiveness and
T:meliness of the Published Handbook Format, or Should
Emphasis Now be Directed to Other Means of Disseminating Data”

Until remote access to central data files becomes an effective reality,
publications such as handbooks will continue to serve as an important
means of disscminating data. The question of handbook effectiveness
revoives around the question of timeliness and the economic viability
of frequently updating hardcopy data packages. To place the problem
in perspective, the major requirement is for both the handbook
publisher and the developer of automated systems to evolve technques
for continuous updating of data contained in media. Thus, publishers
should be encouraged to continue their efforts to develop automated
uprating procedures. such as computer storage of the handbook to
facilitate actomated updating of handbooks. This degree of automation

would be a flirst step in adapting this traditional medium to future
autornated systems

5. Is the Standardization of Data, its Format, its Quaiit., and Other
Charact>ristics for Advanced Mathematical Model‘~g and Analys.:
of Complex Syste~:s Beneficial or Detrimental te ~cientific and
Fechnical Work”

Current non-cemputer oriented procedures to review and evaluate
screniific and technical dath are not comprehensive in tncorporating
valid data, and advanced modeling and analysis procedures for complex
computer systems generally tend to be more comprehensive n their
data requirements and inclusions  Thus, a distinct general gain Jor
data handling should be obtainable by adouption of the standardization
techniques emploved 1n responss '0 the der.ands of advanced procedures

However, experivnce indicates that standardization can be detrimental
s impesed oo migndly or prematurely, There 18 a growing hody of
experits- in tivts arey, and some of 1t 18 reflected in the data standarcdi-
zation techriques emploved 1n the forementioned advanced analvses.
Orgamizations 1implemeating the standards which receive wide accep-
tance at present recognize an appropriate level at which thes are
benefivial, however restrictive The  optuimal lesel of st ndardization
will increase as greater systematizanon evolves tn data management
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' 6. Is the Current Compt.er Prcgramming Effort for Scientific and
Technical Data File nlanagement Adequate to Support the
Development of a Nationel Data System?

By comparison with the highly sophisticated computer programs that
have been developed for scientific and technical computations, the
current effort in this area seems largely inadequate and uncoordinated.
However, it is important to note that a national data system is a
secondary development of computer usage, and that computers have
been developed to perform computations, rather than data storage

and retrieval. The fact that a national data system increasingly
becomes attractive to automatically manage masses of data changes
the picture. There is still only a beginning awareness of the probiems
involved in attaining this ''secondary' usage capability. As those
problems become more clearly defined, and a definite demand can be
demonstrated for their solution, steps will be taken to provide adequate
programs to facilitate such usage. Probiem definition, therefore,
represents the real requirement. Therefore, it seems vital that
scientists and engineers, not just programmers, contribute to the
development and testing of new schemes and programs to solve this
problem. '

7. What are tne Implications for Scientific and Techn cal Daia
Packaging if the United States Should Shift to the iMetric System
in the Near Future?

Once accomplished, the shift will permit increased international
standardization in future systems. Houwever, instentaneous conversicn
on a national basis would be costly and practically impossible. The
obvious solution is a gradual effort; for example, in the engineering
field, a five-year period to prepare for adoption of the metric system.
Maintenance for certain types of long life-cycle {low obsolescence)
data might require even longer periods. Perhaps the best way, from
the national data system viewpoint, would be to begin to input a.l new
data in metric form, and rely upon adequate software to convert to
the English system where practical realities have not yet permitted
the changes in usage.
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8. From a National Systems Viewpoint, What Effort Should be Made
to Coordinate and Improve Data Packagmg Efforts Related to the
Graphic Display of Drawings, “Standards, and Specmcatxons"

The problem is that a given data item frequently has utility only in

a limited context, such as one defined by a specific industry or program.

Consequently, data management and packaging using this mode should
first be directed to optimization efforts that serve each industry or
program. An important point is that data contained in drawings
currently has no standard encoding technique. Thus, national level
efforts should be directed at the development of encoding techniques
that are applicable in many use contexts, especially those associated
with subsequent manipulation of the graphics package across discipline
or program boundaries. A development program of this sort would
be quite important, since it would produce the equivalent of a national
asset. At the same time, a parallel program effort should identify,
extract, and package for national network distribution that small
portion of graphic data existing in each industry or program that
does, or will, have widespread utility.

9. From the Standpoint of National Data System Development Criteria,

What are the Potential Trade-Offs and Relevant ComBeneflt
Factors Associated with Data Screemi ' (Pre- Processgg_
Organization, and Transportation) ?

The problem appears to identify objectives for which a file is both
created and used. Therefore, in the sciences both screened and
unscreened data files will be required (i. e., those that contain raw
working data and those that contain highly evaluated and refined data).
Reference files containing highly refined and evaluated data will be in
increasing demand by all types of users, and such files probably should
be developed first by a national data system. Ultimately, working files
containing new measurernents should te incorporated and handled to
retain as much of the original data content as possible. To promote

a form of cross-linking between working and reference files, it might
be desirable to develop a data "extract" or "sample' from the working
files, and to use these to serve the same purpecse that abstracts serve
for docun-ent files.
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10. Do Present Programming Languages Restrict the Ability of
the Scientist or Engineer to Communicate, and Use, Computers,
and If So, How can this Problem be Alleviated?

There seems little doubt that communication is restricted, primarily
because of the language multiplicity barrier. There is some good
justification to expect that this problem will largely be alleviated

as time goes on, since one or two languages are expected to achieve
dominance in the long run. They should, moreover, also evolve more
and more towards a ''natural' language use that is almost as flexible
for the programmer as it is for the scientist. Additionally, an ability
to handle computers probably will be part of the normal education of
most scientists and engineers.

11. Since Computers Can Now Compose Type for Documents, What
Additional Advances are Required to Utilize this Technique for
Data Dissemination, and What are the Scientific and Economic
Implications for National Data Systems?

Most of the major technological advances required to apply the compo-
sition technique to data systems exist, and usage is lagging behind the
technology; NBS and other organizations have shown the feasibility of
automated publication of tables and similar reference data. As more,
less expensive equipment becomes available to a variety of new users,
especially those with small volume operations, usage undoubtedly will
catch up to the technology; and as that occurs, the composition
capability will become more important, since it can also be locked in
with automated methods to screen and evaluate highly redundant raw
data.

12. How Can Data Not Included in a Publication and Retained by an
Autbor (and Often Available from his Files by Direct Request)
be Effectively Packaged and Made More Widely Available to
Potential Users?

Behind this question lies 2 root problem for the entire data management
field: What constitutes useful data?, and should all raw data being
generated daily by scientists and engineers be made available? It is
obvious that there is an economic cut-off point for selection of data to
be included in a national system. For example, if it is expected that
only five individuals may want to scan certain data within ten years,

it may not pay either to publish this data or to introduce it into some
automated system. For such data, it may be more viable to publish

a data abstract, and expect the data generator to keep the raw data in
his files for infrequent retrieval.
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Currently, there is no hard and fast rule upon which to make judgments
concerning the incorporation or rejection of data in a national system.
Each set of data probably must be judged upon its own merits by both
users and drta system operators, especially in the light of costs and
existing system capabilities. If judged ''not feasible" for incorporation
into an existing system, the data might nevertheless be abstracted to
identify its existence and location. It might ~1so be placed into special
"off-the-ghelf'' microfilm or magnetic tape files at a central bank.

13. What Action is Required to Make Data Processing Programs
Developed by One Federal Agency Available to Other Agencies
or Non-Government Groups ?

Unless there is a direct security involvement (and there should be

few of these), any program developed and supported by Federal funds
should be considered in the public domain and freely available. Thus,
for the present, directoriés of existing programs should be developed,
maintained, and advertised. These directories might iidéntify the
organization which developed each listed program, thé programming
language which was used, and the data processing function that it
performs. Where required, funds should be made available to provide
better documentation of existing programs so that they may be more
easily emplcyed by other organizations. Program documentation is

one area where some bagic standards st .uld be developed and enforced.

(Actually, a number of attempts currently are under way to create
directories, but these are mostly for computational routines. Some
of these efforts are: NASA, COSMIC; Statistics, SPEC; NBS, TIE;
International Computer Programs, ICD Quarterly; and Brooklyn
Polytechnic, International Directory of Computer Programs. )

14. Are Existing Data Packaging Methods Adaptive to Posaible New
Requirements that May Result from Technological Adv ces
Such as Micro-Electronics or Computer-Aided Design -

A fundamental aspect of data packaging which is often overlooked is
that all of the data in question are somehow ordered and therefore
are amenable to automated manipulation and use. In a major sense,
therefore, any technological breakthrough in this area still funda-
mentally relies on this orderliness of data. The problem, therefore,
becomes primarily one of compatibility, and great hope lies in the
breakthrough now evolving in optical reading capability for printed
data, since it essentially converts written characters into digital
pulses. The major impact of such a breakthrough will be to convert
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some existing data packages into ordered, recoverahle signals of an
essentially digital nature. Such digital signals might be considered
as the key form for all data packaging, since virtually limitless
equipment capability can be postulated to process the digital signal
or to transmit it by many modes.

15. Will On-Line, Real-Time Data Processing and Computer Services

Be Extended to Include Access to Data Archives, and, If So, What

Data File Construction and Packaging Requirements Will Resuit?

On-line, real-time digital access to both files and computational
processes may ultimately be the keystone operation within certain of
the scientific and technical communities. The major desire will be to
extend the capability to search all data files for the particular data
set required by the user, which may or may not be compatible with
straight-forward computational routines. A key goal will be adequate
software to permit comprehensive search of all data archives. Another
goal will be to transform data into digital form so that the data is
amenable to manipulation within the system. Several equipment, file,
and software configurations must be tested. One configuration that
will require much testing will be a distributed system, in which com-
puting capabilities and working files are located in a large number of
remote locations, thus permitting the user to simultaneously tap
remote data files from several banks.
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C. Data Hsndling Equipment

Equipment state-of-the-art does not currently constitute the major con-
straint on national data system development planning. However, use of
available technology in future data systems appears highly desirable if
not in fact the enabling elemecat of future data management and handling
systems. The impact and direction of computer and other equipment
developments on plans for a national data system is the subject of this
evaluation panel. Among the issues evaluated and rated as highly im-
portant with regard to equipment aspects of national system development
were those related to criteria for determining degree of subsystem auto-
mation, the need for developments in graphic data dissemination and dis-
play, and the pacing requirement for improved peripheral equipment.
Other issues rated as being of lesser importance include the need for
microfilm media and large-screen data display equipment. The issues
evaluated by this panel are listed in the following pages in the order of
their rated importance.

. What Criteria Should Be Used to Determine Whether or Not to Design

Specific Facets of the National Data System Operations for Performance
By Manual or Automated Methods ?

The concept of a future national data system almost implies a great deal
of automation. However, this study indicates that the input process for
certain data may not always be amenable to automated techniques. In
each case, therefore, studies should be undertaken with a heavy empha-
sis on technical and economic feasibility of automation. Two criteria will
determine if an operation should be manual: does the operation have too
much intellectual content to be reduced to feasible logic and scanning
flows: and is there sufficient data volume and query rate to justify an
automated procedure.

. What is the Probability of Significant Innovations in the Field Now

Served by Facsimile Transmission? Could Such Innovations
Substantially Enhance the Feasibility or Effectiveness of a National
Data System ?

The probal.lity of a significant innovation is great, and a highly probable
trend is the replacement of facsimile by digital TV. Perhaps the key in-
novation required is a still more significant developraent of advanced

multiplexing equipment. This would lead to greater and more efficient use of

current and projected long-distance data communication channels.
Another area where a significant developmer.t could occur is the combined
bandwidth increase that may come from commu. ' -~tion satellites.
Naturally, any breakthrough of this nature will be an enhancement for a
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~ational data system, since picture copy, and direct delivery as
hardcopy, will become easier, cheaper, and not impose a heavy
time- bandwidth demand on the communication lines.

. Will Currently Available Switching Equipment Economically and
Effectively Meet the Functional Operating Requirements of the
National Data System ?

Assuming that the configuration of a national data system will
consist of several data banks interconnected by a switching
network to direct inquiries to the appropriate data barik, a
problem is foreseen concerning the inter-switching require-
ment between data-bank comrputers. Furthermore, a much
more advanced time-gsharing ability must also be devised for
sharing between an individual computer and many raore termi-
nals. Thus, a new generation of switching gear will probably
be required. However, such requirements are probably several
years in the future and such equipments will probably be avail-
able when the requirement is fully defined.

. Which Items of Equipment are Most Critical to the Implementation
of Large-Scale Systems Created for the Storage and Dissemiration
of Scientific and Technical Data?

The following is a summary of the equipments viewed as critical
to national system development:

Storage Equipment:

8 Access mechanisms;
® Associative memories;

® Increased storage capacity for texts and graphics,
or improved means to condense them--or at least
improved cost-performance ratios for existing
large memories;

Means to digitize text;
Large-scale read-only memories (photo);

Large-scale read-write memories; and

Memories that are reliable after frequent use.

Communication Equipment:

® Improved image transmission and reproduction;

IV-26




ey o o) Oud OGN TNO O BB

e |

Scoir nce Communiocation

We .hington, D. C. 200 07

COSATI Data Systems Study

Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

® Greater bandwidth;
¥ Inter-terminal linkage; and

8 Cost reduction.

Input/Interfaces/Processor Equipment:

® Data acceptance for permanent storage from remote
terminals;

® Improved, very large scale, and voluminous switching
devices;

® Optical readers;

® Linking between terminals and peripheral (or "sister')
computers; and

8 Greater capacity to handle a large number of terminals
in a real4ime mode.

An additional equipm#nt requirement will be remote terminal equipment
to facilitate:

® The ability to make requests simply;

® Browsing;

Swift and easy hard copy delivery;

Links (and "translations'') between computers and terminals;
Direct data insertion into central storage; and

Reduced terminal costs, especially for graphica.

5. What Microform Media Developments are Most Needed to Facilitate

Operation of Large-Scale Scientific and lechnical Data Storage and
Dissemination Systems ?

Current capabilities seem, for the most part, satisfactory. However,
the consensus is that the requirements for larger storage capability,
more rapid access to data, and improved optical resolution are growing
at an increasing pace. One approach to this problem would be to refine
present techniques to achieve an additional compaction by order of
magnitude of one thousand or more, and at the same time, greatly
increase access. Electron beam writing (on film) at 30, 000 characters
per second may afford these capabilities. The second overall approach,
of course, would be a changeover to digitization of data stored in
microform, which has the advantage of amenability to erasable storage.

Iv-27




Science Communioation

Washington, D. C. 200 07

COSATI Data Systems Study

Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

. What Research and Development is Under Way to Produce Less Costly

Data Display Hardware, Especially Large Screen end Remote Displays,
and Is There a Need for Funding Beyond What Equipment Suppliers
are Willing to Provide for this Activity?

From the standpoint of a national data system, the requirement for
large screen displays is considered insignificant. In general, there
is long-term satisfaction with a cathode ray tube display, and the
associated costs. On the other hand, in the field of graphics, there
is dissatisfaction with the complexity and cost of the circuitry and
storage required to display the graphics using CRT.

There are two areas of needed development: one is the creation of a
low-cost copier for a CRT display. The second is that, in certain
fields, particularly that of engineering drawings, there is an increased
demand for three-dimensional displays. In this area, some non-
proprietary form of government-gsponsored funding might be advisable
if greater impetus id desired.

. Should Priority Be Given to the Development of Larger Memory and

Hardware Logic, or Programming Languages and File Structures?

From the point of view of a national data system, file structure and
programming languages are the important problems. Although present
equipment is sufficient for a national system, specific developments in
hardware could greatly affect system economy. Examples are the
development of associative memory processors and rapid multi-access

to date. There are two schools of thought concerning memory equipment.

One school tends to feel that, with modular abilities, the achievement
of 1012 bit cupacities may be sufficient for some time. The other
school not only raises some question as to modular efficiency, but

it alao feela that the intense research now going on should not be
dropped unti! some forrh of solid state capacity approaching 1030

is achieved.

Can Business and Scientific Languages and Hardware Be .\dapted

for Large-Scale Scientific and Technical Data Banks, or Are Special-
ised Languages and Hardware Needed?

The equipment is not a problem. The scientific and technical data
computer esgentially will need some arithmetic capehility, a fast sort
and compare logic and a large random-acce~3, inverted file memory.

Present equipment can do this dccepiabl:. A simple user query language

is not available at presen’.. Itz & .7.lcpment will cevend on gaining
experience with users. Luonruag? aevelopran® ir basially a problem
in human engineering.
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. Is It Reasonable to Expand the Idea of a Computer "Utility'' to the

Concept of an Information or Data Utilitv? If So, Will Hybrid
Configurations Be Required, with One Module Designed for a

Computing Capability and Another Designed for Data Storage and
Retrieval?

The concept of a data utility appears more reasonable than an informz-
tion utility. The information utility will require a much larger order

of transformation and associative processes than a data utility. Vast
amounts of data pcr se are locked up” in current documents and document
handling systems. The traditional modes of scientific and technical in-
formation flow are based on the use of hard copy; and many activities
associated with storage and retrieval of scientific and technical informa-
tion involve intellectual processes that seem too complex to economically
program, except in those instances where extensive repetitive operations
are involved. Data is more orderly, repetitive, and valuabie per byte.

A data system is easily compatible with the mathematical calculator
function needed to manipulate it, but because the use pattern is dissimilar,
modular design seems to be indicated.

What Technolon’cal Advances, or Types of System Implementations,
Are itequired t> Reduce the Cost of Data-Handling Equipment and

Thus, Asaure _he Availability of Future Data Systems to Small-Scale
Users”?

In the special cases where the user must have his own cpmplete set

of equipment, there geems little doubt that small, compac?, low-cost
systems will eventually be maas-produced using integrated or macro-
molecular circuitry. Within a broader context that includes the
individual user, there is almost unanimous agreement that presently
emerging time-gshare gystems are the answer, both with respect to
need and as to reduced costs. Costs, for example, may be based upon
s nominal charge for greatly improved, mass-produced consoles
remotely installed at users' immediaie locations. These consoles
would link to a central data systenr (that may process, or refine, the
data employed by the user). I large numbers of such consoles become
operative. the pro-rated charges per console should easily provide a
means to pay for. and sunport, the central equipment. Therefore, when
high-volume demand .r nchieved, ccet considerations will be less of &
problem.
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Are Available Telecommunication Equipments and Channels Adequate
to Meet Data Ccmmunication Needs? Can Such Equipment Be Effective-

ly Used Under Existing Communication Regulations?

In the foreseeable future, the increasing traffic loads are expected to
swamp both long-line and satellite communication links as presently
structured. There is, however, a sufficient amount of development
work in progress that should greatly increase the capacities of
existing linkages (e. g., increased bandwidth, signal compression,
digitalization, automatic switching, etc.). For the next several years,
the high cost of data transmission by land-based common-carrier
channels may severely restrict frequent, long-distance transfer of
large volumes of data. Therefore, until substantially more satellite
communication facilities are available, data transmission costs may
restrici the structure of nation-wide data systems. In fact, even
computer processable data may be transferred more effectively by
physical rather than electronic channels. In the future, however,
communication satellites are expected to alleviate some of the con-
straints as to which system configurations will be economically
viable. While costs for satellite communication may now seem high,
most considered opinions reflect the attitude that these costs will
continue to come down as technical improvements continue and
traffic volume increases.
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D. Personnel Capabilities

The enhancement of data management processes through the develop-
ment of a national data system will to a large degree be controlled by
the extent to which personnel capabilities are developed to enable use
of the system. The skills, knowledge, and attitudes of the scientific
community must be adjusted to the new potentials and environment
created through the establishment of the system, and there are
several inherent issues associaled with the required modifications

of the community's working patterns. The issues were the subject
of evaluation by the panel on personnel capabilities.

The principal area of concern considered by this panel was the educa-
tional and training requirementsneeded to elevate the community's perfor-
mance level to that necessitatedby a national data system. Among the
issues evaluated by the panel we .~ the role of the universities, the apathy
of the community to governni.ent-1.aposed standards, the required skills
for use and operation of a national data system, and the availability of
educational resources. The issues are presented in the following pages
in the order of their importance, as .ated by the panel.

. How Can Universities and Other Educational and Tralmﬁg Institutions

Instruct Scientists ax Engixeers in the Use of Modern Data Mana agement
Practices ?

This problem has two aspects$ obtaining the proper instructional
resources,and then creating the proper milieu for the requisite exposure.
For many universities, little or no automated facilities currently are
available, and this is a problem that must be overcome. When suitable
equipment is obtainable, the optimal approach appears to be the intro-
duction of a model data system to beginning freshmen. Where this has
occurred (especially in science and engineering), freshmen seem to use
the computer as "readily and easily as the previous generation used
slide rules''. The students then are expected to turn, where applicable,

to the computer as an aid throughout their entire careers at the university.

Such practices actually are in effect at a few universities today for both
real4ime and batch processing systems. In addition to familiarity

with automated data handling capabilities, the students gain a knowledge
of modern data forms, and the procedures employed to manipulate the
data. A future development will be student use of banks of "standard
reference'' data, including search facilitating indexes and censuses, and
the advanced techniques that can be employed in such searches. With the
advent of these latter abilities, many educators indicate that a formal
course in data management would be advantageous ''to round out the
student's knowledge and capability'.
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A parallel problem is concerned with identification of the department

There is a consensus that such formal course work might be part of a
management sciences curriculum to be established with the cooperation
of all substantive science and engineering schools in each university.

2. Many Professionals Usually View Data Standardization as a
Tertiary Bureaucratic Function, Even Though They Admit that a
Minima. Standardization May Be Vital for the Future Viability of
a National Data Syster., What Lducational and Public Relation Efforts
Might Counteract Professional Apathy Toward the Problem ?

In organizations where management can recognize, or be convinced of
the value of standards, programs like the "zero defect'" campaigns
would be helpful. Otherwise, minimal standards can be established
by those who recognize the need and, as long as all those who have a
genuine interest are admitted to the discourse, the necessary standards
will be established and enforced ipso facto (probably at the request of
government agencies, societies, and trade associations). More than
likely, standards will be readily accepted by scientists who have
happily left the standardization effort to other interested individuals.
Currently, the question of standardization may remain of minor
importance to even substantive experts - - until such time as they
individually conclude that a real pay-off accrues through the use of

a particular approach. When this occurs, standardizatinn efforis
probably will change from a tedious to a virtually automatic effort.

3. Which Particular Data Management Skill- are ir: Mcst Demand Today,
and Would Large-Scale National Data Systems Compete for Th=sge
Same Skills ?

The major skills currently required are thoge of the 8;8tem analyst,
system designer, machine operator, programmer, indexer, and
others withalibrary background. Large-scale national systems
undoubtedly will rely heavily on these same skills and, if so, such
systems will also rely on, and compete for. existing skills. How-
ever, existing and projected training, especially when coupled with
the education university students will be receiving, does seem
adequate to meet future demands. The greatest demand, both today
and in the future, will be for system designer/analysts, who
essentially are functicnal line managers with the capability to
adequately comprehend disciplines, methods, and techniques in a
given field.
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4. With More and More Data Activities being Implemented by State
Agencies, Federal Aggncies, and Professional Societies, What
Can Be Done to Assess the Manpower Capabilities these Groups
Will Require, So That Adequate Educational Programs Can Be
Planned and Implemented?

A national survey, sponsored either by a Federal agency or an
adequately funded professional society, will be required to
establish a planning base.

. In View of the Wide Range of Scientific and Technical Activities,
How Should Educational and Vocational Training Programs in
Data Systems be Designed to Meet this Variety, and How Much
Scientific Subject Matter should be “Provided ?

In general, the basic training received in most rigorous scientific
disciplines is of a common nature. The emphasis, therefore,
should be reversed from that implied by the question. The educa-
tional or vocational program in the scientific data systems field
should build upon as much basic scientific background as can be
provided, and rot the reverse. When a data system orientation
has been added to a basic scientific background, it then will be
possible for the individual to enter at will, and be reasonably at
home in, a variety of other scientific disciplines. A career

built in this fashion will always be adaptable to the changing scene,
whereas a career built by the other method will always be in
danger of being outdated.
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6. Would Greater Pxpﬂgrammatic Effectiveness Result if an Educa-
tional Program Which Consists of an Undeggraduate Degree in
Science or Engineering and a Graduate Degree in Business or
Technology Administration, were Created for Scientific Data
System Specialists?

Prior efforts by industry and government in allied fields of technical
administration indicate positive results of such programs. Similar
results should also accrue in the field of data system management,
particularly for those who will eventually be responsible for the
primary management and operation of the large-scale systems of
the future. The National Science Foundation is currently supporting
programs of this nature at the Georgia Institute of Technology and
Lehigh University. Most educators recognize that the step-wise
effort must concentrate on an undergraduate science or engineering
degree as the base discipline, and not the reverse.
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. What Program Should be Established to Motivate Data Users to
be More Active i Searching and Acquisition of Relevant Data
in Exxstmg and Future Data Resources Prior to Generation of
Redundant Data?

In basic research, such as is published in primary journals, the
user is forced to be quite active in data retrieval because he must
generate nor-redundont dats to assure publication of his results.
However, the data user only has a certain amount of time for data
retrieval, and where such retrieval is difficult and time consuming,

it may actually be cheaper to reg=aerate the data he seeks. Further-

more, the user often is forced to be passive with regard to data
search, because of educational deficiencies, inflexible methods,

and inadequate index sources. The aaswer is to provide greater
flexibility via vastly improved programming software. The user
mus: then be trained in such uses; thereafter, time savings and
ordinary competitive requirements will spur his active manipulation
and search of data sources.

One panel member hag given this problem extensive thought.
His comments are as follows:

® Treat the transfer process as a four-terminal
T-network. Take the user as he is, and define
his characteristics as load impedance. Fix
the image transfer constant (¢) with major effort
on (allocated to) the primary information
generator (sender impedance) and the data
system (third independent property of the net-
work). This concentrates effort on the two
prope: ties mod readily accessible;

® Do not treat the user as the acquirer, or
evaluator, of data transfer systems. Tb-
user is a system component; his evalaation
can never be other than subjective;

® Do not seek to evaluate data utility from a
user viewpoint. There are no known math-
ematical concepts on which to base the struc-
ture of a calculus for data utility. (This is a
conclusion after four months of intensive research);
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® Apply the concept that the user is required to be
regenerative in varying degrees - defined by
purpose, environment, and age of data. Consider
that the data is a cue to certain intellectual
processes of the user, which (processes)
adapt the data to the immediate purpose. Train
the user accordingly. This lowers the load
impedance (Point 1); and

L e ARG W e i

® Train users to data system basics, design,
management, and use. Have the user acquire
knowledge essential to supplementation of data,
and analyze these us>r characteristics. In
summary, make an effort to design user
orientation to within practical limits, but concen-
trate primarily on user characteristics for design
application. Don't depend upon making major
changes in the user; design the system to fit him.

W ST ot kg, s e e

8. To Better Exploit Evolvinl_ata Systems, What Type of Education

Could be Provided for En ngineers and Scientists to Encourama Them
to Enhance their Performance though Increased Interaction with Data Archives ?

Formal training programs that develop basic skills, that provide
information as to what is available from data systems, and that
induce motivation to use them will produce the best solution.

If the national system is to meet the needs of the engineer/scientist
community, scientists and engineers must also be motivated to
deliver their personally generated data to the system. One problem
is that the community is inclined to disfavor input of raw data for use
elsewhere unless they are sure of the effects of this effort. Another
problem associated with such close coupling of scientific efforts and ?
data systems is that certain concepts, or developments, seem to
have resulted simply because their creators had limited data to begin
with, and might easily have been discouraged from formulating their
alternate solutions, had existing formalized data been available to
them.
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However, the coupling process again hinges upon the future development
of adequate data manipulation programs. At least one source advances
the opinion that between 70 and 1} ~uminon data elements form the
"fundamental body' of all data in a given field, and constitute the
structural building blocks for all data items in that field.

. Should an Educational Program be Started to Encouragg Use of Less

Familiar Data Packages, which are Often Discﬁedited as Legs Reliable
than Traditional Data Media (like Handbocoks), Even Though They are
as Reliable?

Most scientists and engineers do not use less traditional sources
primarily because they are not familiar with them, and it is questionable
if an individual scientist can afford the time to be constantly checking all
new sources of data. Therefore, the best way to appraise scientists as
to the existence of new data sources appears to be by all forms of
advertisement in al’ likely areas.

The existence of a national data system, of course, would change
the situation radically. Such a system would index (and cross-index)
the data it had accepted into all its banks. The scientist-user would
then discover the existence of such data at the time he had the greatest
need for it. Thereafter, the scientist's use of the data would be
strictly dependent upon his subjective judgment as to the reliability
of the data and its applicability to a specific problem. Much of this
can be quickly determined if the data in question is qualified as to
source, and how it is obtained and evaluated. A data bank that
expects to be accepted on a par with high reliability traditional
sources must have the ability to qualify the data it incorporates, and
to employ standardized techniques in order to quickly reflect the
qualification and level of reliability of any data group. If so, then
any data source will quickly be accepted; and widely used if the data
thereafter prove valid in applicatinn.
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£. Institutional Roles

Implementation of plans for a national data system must be based on
the utilization of existing or future institutions and organizations in
government and private sectors. Therefore, roles which these insti-
tutions must play in the startup and operation of a national data

system affect the policies and programs of the system to a large degree.

Asgsociated with the institutional roles is a set of issues that greatly
influence decisions concerning their definition. For example, the
problems associated with identifying the organizations that should
cevelop and apply standards, and how they should be implemented,
are of enormous significance in determining the packaging and
management requirements of the national data system.

The respondents who evaluated the issues in this panel rated the
issues as most important which were related to data standards,

the assignments of financial responsibility, the need for national
level activity, coordination requirements, and the language interface
between institutions. The evaluated issues follow in the order of
their rated importance.

. In View of the Probable Need for Standardized Data and for Data-

Eandlin Methods, What Institution Should Determine Which Activities
Should Be Standardized, and How Should These Decisions Re Made ?

The Federal Government has the largest involvement in scientific
research, and thus in the resultant data, and has the greatest
financial burden in support of data system activities and research.

It might be recommended, therefore, that Government at least take
action to assure a present modicum of standardization in the handling
of basic scientific data, especially for those automated methods that
are broadly applicable in more than one field of rescarch. This is a
minimum action recommendation, since it is clearly recognized that
the field is highly dynamic and that premature overstandardization
might easily stifle research. This limited Government involvement
should allow for thorough discussion and consultation with all
elements frow: information handling agencies, institutions, and
industries.
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Conversely, and in contrast to the recommendation concerning data
handling, data standardization itself must be approached with a full
appreciation of all the technical implications. There is only one
group capable of handling that task, the scientists using a partic-
ular set of data themselves. Thus, actual stardardization of any
set of data must be a cooperative effort by the user scientists,
engineers, and technologists from government, industry, and the
universities. All three of the laiter sources will probably have

to bear a share of the cost of the effort, especially to promote
discussicn and interaction among the scientists responsible for
evolving the standards.

. Should Users Pay for Total System Development and Operation Costs,
or Should the Federal Government Underwrite either the Development
or Operation of National Systems, and If So, Which Systems?

Economic viability is an obvious prerequisite for the implementatio.
of any large-scale scientific and technical data system. In view of
the scope and complexity of such a system, it seems both necessary
and sound for the Federal Government to support at least the develop-
ment and implementation of such systems, especially those where
Federal agencies will also be major users. It also seems sound for
high-voluro® demand systems to be ultimately self-supporting through
the sale of their services to both the government and private sectors
of the U.S. economy.

A particular problem arises, insofar as systems may not have

a high-volume demand but may supply data that materially support
technological progress. In such cases, a strong position might
be established for not only developmental support, but also for
operational support, either in whole or in part.

Another particular problem relates to the access to, and costs of,
educational institutions that must educate the future users of gsuch
systems. While they may provide a high-vclume demand for such
systems, should their costs be equal to industry-government users
which, in the end, will reap the benefits of such teaching efforts?

None of the above precludes the possibility that the data systems in
question could, or should, be managed by non-governmental groups.
Probably many different types of "experiments' will be required

to be undertaken in order to determine what sectors of the economy
would be willing to pay the operational costs for the data provided.
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3. If DATA MANAGEMENT Is Defined as the Scientist's Husbandry of

Data, and DATA SYSTEM MANAGEMENT as the Assembly and
Operation of Equipment, Materials, and Procedures to Facilitate
Data Management, What Level of Attention Should Be Directed to
Coordinating Functions?

Data management must be performed by the scientist and engineer
for the foreseeable future. On the other hand, it can be envisioned
that, at some date, data system management could be well developed
and capable of handling very large, complex sets of data. Then it
might be required that data systems directly couple their activities
with the scientific und technical efforts. Prerequisite to this,

there is a requirement for sophisticated systems, tools, techniques,
and common nomenclature for data system management. In addition,
there is the problem that neither the government nor any other
institutional entity can control data management in a large scientific
community. On the other hand, much might be done in the way of
research and standardization in the data systems management field
by the government and private sectors. An important concept

that should not be overlooked in activities of this nature is that data
systems are not ends in themselves; they are tools to aid the
scientist as data manager. On the other hand, the scientist should
be willing to negotiate with the data system manager concerning the
mode in which his data is to be best stored in a data bank, as long
as it can be retrieved in the form the scientist desires.

. What Action Should Be Taken to Coordinate the Cooperative Data

Activities of Government and Non-Government Organizationa, and
What Institut;on Should Perform this Coordination Function?

A single agency, not necessarily governmental, could be designated
as responsible for coordination efforts. Its focus could be on the
three areas of scientific and technical data activity, i.e., basic
research, engineering development, and technical applications.

Through ita publications, 1ts planning and evaluation staff, and its
advisory panels, the agency would provide a continuously regenera-
tive feedback function, the primary objective of which would be to
assure that successful developmeni and operating activities would
gradually become widespread.
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5. Assuming that Input Language Must Be Relevant to the Data Generator
and Output Language Relevant to the Data User, Which of of These Stould
Re‘glate the Lan‘gage Created for a Data System, and What Institu-
tional Entity Should Solve this Problem?

A long-term solution ir for the machine prucessor to make the language
transition between data generator and supplier. This will, however,
require research and development, which should be supported by the
r'ederal Government. In the meantime, however, the Government
should encourage, by funding, research and development directed
toward cooperative efforts by software suppliers to develop effective
languages with broad applicabiiity. Such applicability could lead to an
alternate, or conjugate, long term solution--a language that provides
for the user a direct ccmmunication capability while using terms
commen to his discipline, and with little or no recourse o a special
language. As positive results evolve from such software develop-
ments, some standardization should be implemented.

. Sincelt ll Becoming Increasingly Apparent that Digital Data Communi-
cation Traffic Will Shortly Exceed the Demand for Voice Channels, How
Can the Sgcxa! Requn sments of Scientific and Technical Data Sﬂtems
Be Best Communicated to Regulatory, Legislative, and Advisory Groups;

and Who Should Define thc Special Issues that Arise?

Current advisory activities within the Executive Office of the President
indicate that far-reaching decisions on communication regulutions can
be expected in the near future. If so, the implications for scientific
and technical data systems muat be quickly determined if they are (o
receive proper consideration prior to the implementation of new com-
munication policies and regulations. In this regard, there appear to
be two major considerations: first, the justification fo: special
21gital channels for scientific and technical data;and, second, an
agrecment as to what will or will not constitute private data,

including techniques to keep that set as small and compact as possible,
along with procedures to expedite declassification techniques. Conse-
quently, it may be the responsibility of the COSAT] Ad Hoc Study Group
(on Legal Aspects Involved in National Information Systems) to explore.
jointly with government and non-gevcrament groups, the imnplications
of al! proposed :egulations via a continuing dialog with the FCC.
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7. Who Should Have the Responsibility o Assemble and Convey

Information on Available Data Files, the Availability of New Data,
and the Existence of New Data Generatcrs?

A logical s‘ep in the development of national data systems appears to
be the inventorying of existing dats resources and creation of indexes
to facilitate access ‘o this resource. Such an undertaking if pursued on
a crash basis would be very costly; however, the iask could be sub-
divided and pursued by individual scientific and technological communi-
ties. The development of an inv-~*~-y :ppears to be a prercquisite
step before data management and da‘a handling requirements can be
identified. Also development of indexes to data could serve as impor-
tant service tools prior to the implementation of more ambitious data
systema. For example, a data refcrral service could be based on the
index of data existing within a community of science or technoiogy.
Such services would constitute a vital supplement to the Nationa:
Referral Center. It also appears that a need exists for a service similar
to the Science Information Exchange which weuld inform data centers
and other organisations interested in & given class of data &s t2 which
research and development projects plan to generate such data. Such
services might substantially reduce the lag time between generation
and subgequent use of the data by another scientific or technological
organigation.
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Responsibilities for thege activities logically fall to a designated orga-
nigation within each scientific or technological community so that they
will be carried on in cloge association with the work of tha! community.
Such decentralization would appear much more effective than a singie
national service center. Decentralization of theae activities would
appear to be almost a necessity il the regpousidility for development

of national data systems ard programs is %0 be dececntralized.
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. Who Should Be Trained by Educational Prcgrams Designed to Creaste
Greater Understanding and Ability ia Modern Data and Information
Systems, and Where Should These Programc Be Conducted?

ooy |

Systemn users, systein operstors, and system managers should be

trained in such programs. Probably the greatest continuing training need
will be for:aystai: users. As :0 where these training progri-ns should
be conducted, the long-‘erm answer ocbviously ia in the secondary
aducation systern. Currently, however, it is necessary 2 recognige

that the discipline. and thus its designed education programs, is ina
period of trengition. Conaequently. many typea of training means

should be relied upon at present. including on-the-jod traimng for uscre
and operators. lhe more formal aspects of su-h trasning can be directed
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toward both system managers and operators. This would include pilot
efforts to develop formal programs which, except for a few specialized
instances, are sketchy or non-existent at the present time. Such
efforts can be in the form of night school courses, supplemental
graduate work, or in-house training.

Similar Problems, It Might Be Fruitful to Provide Developers
Access to Evolving Know-How in Other Systems. Who Should
Operate the Required Information Exchange Effort?

Various governmental centers now collect and disseminate pertinent
information on data system development. Some of these are: DDC,
CFSTI, NASA, AEC, NBS, NSF, and BoB., The requirement, there-
fore, may more truiy be to designate one of these as the central
service for such information exchange. Such a service might then work
closely with professional societies and trade associations, especially
i0 encourage the establishment of panels for data system professionals,
publications, and meetings inorder to communicate on-going develop-
ments ta all interested professionals.

What Role Should the Feaeral Government, and Other Organizations or
Individuals, Play in the Screening and Review of Data to Reduce the
Input of Erroneous and Invalid Data into Data Systems?

A basic solution is to ensure adequate training for individuals handling
data (i. e., those who initially record the data, those who process it and
physically introduce it into the file, and those who manipulate the files

in search of answers) In the case of certain types of data, utilization of
up-to-date techniques is probably all that is required. Perhaps a
ieedback mechanism to a central data bank could record individuial user
reactions, as well as suggested additions to the files. Then, as errors
are discovered, or new data added, the input by the data bank operators
would be governed by opinions of the data users.

i B e M

Types of data which quickly become obsolete will require continual
screening and evaluation. This will be a costly operation. What may be
needed are automated programs that up-date or refine data that have
become obsolete in one filerand transfer them to other files where they
are pertinent. This probably implies hierarchical levels of storage.
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In View of the Ne«d to Re-Evaluate and Re-Align the Data Now in
Many Data Archives, Who Should Fund, Manage, or Perform the
Data Evaluation and Re-Ogggnization 'thro%bout the Various Areas
of Scientific and Technical Activity?

o ma are i ois

Since this question actually has many parts, it is useful to begin to
evaluate it in steps. The first question that arises concerns the
real need to re-evaluate existing data. Only a small percent of
archival data is in useful and usable form--hence, the need for
computer routines to process it into the useful form desired by the
user.

It may be more viable to provide machine-searchable indexes,
particularly for re-structured (re-programmed) files that permit
more ready access and acquisition. The latter problem must be
left to data managers, handlers, and programmers at the individual
data centers. The former problem, that of a central index of all
available files, is one that will require some form of national
coordination. It may, moreover, be one of the critical problen:s
of a national data system. Trade associations, professional
societies, and major data centers could serve as coordinating
points for this effort. Quite possibly, the Federal Government,
through agencies such as the National Science Foundation, will
have to iend financial support to the undertaking.

Since Data System Management Capabilities Are Not Keeping Pace

with Equipment Developments, What Organizational Entity Could

Monitor Both Areas to Promote Better Coordination?

As a major buyer and user of equipment, the Government undoubtedly
should assume a predominant role in promoting coordination. If so,
the capabilities of offices such as the Center for Computer Science and
Technology, National Bureau of Standards, should be utilized. In this
regard, one or two asp.cts might be worth particular emphasis.

First, orders for new equipment developments should be studied

in regard to determining existing and future equipment capabilities.
New equipment developments may then be rendered more compatible
with system requirements.
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Second, certain preliminary standards might be imposed upon the
programming of data files. The explosion in programming languages
almost seems to be at a faster rate than data generation itself. Yet,
many languages are mere off-shoots of root ones, and tend to decay
as greater sophistication is developed in the root language. Thus,

! some control over certain software aspects will also remove a burden
" of ""constant revision'.

S —

] 13. Who Should Establish Policies, or Farticipate in Activities, Concerning
' International Systems of Scientific and Technical Data?

The question of which Federal agency does not seem to be as much of
a problem as the multiplicity of government offices that are loosely
allied with international unions among the scientific and technical
disciplines. The real problem is more likely to be that these respon-
sible offices have not been able to keep pace with the growing level and
importance of international data activities; nor have they been able

to keep pace with on-going data activities in the United Stater. Many
international data activities currently involve multi-nation scientific
efforts. These data constitute the base upcon which the first inter-
national data systems will be operated. It would seem, therefore,
that some rapid means must be found to apply the best of our national
skills to the formulation of positions that comprehensively consider
the many fa¢tors that will be critical to international data systems.

; Because specific fields of science and technology are parochial {even
though they are international), it may be profitable to let international
scientific unions continue to work on particular international data
problems. Later, enough know-how will be avaiiable to permit the
scientist and engineer to move easily from discipline to discipline in
search of his answers within an international data system (perhaps,
for examnple, from software achievements that permit versatile entry
via a common language orientation).
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14. Given the Desirability to Include Vendor Preprietary Data in Mational
Systems Directed Toward Developmental and Application Activities,
What Organization Should Regulate Fiqual Opportunity to Data as well
as Data Quality and Reliability?

The regulation of vendor data input into large data systems probably
will be aimoat impossitle, except from some broad policy standpoint
The more probable outcome will be that government system operators
will have to accept almost all data from vendors, and that in all
likelihood they will be swamped by voluntary vendor contributions.
Private system operators may be able to be more selective. The
besgt that the data system operators prohably can do is to assure that
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a minimum level of data qualification is provided. Thereafter, the
quality and reliability of such data probably will have to be controlled
within the economic constraints of the market, and vendors that do

not enforce quality standards upon their data probably willlnot survive.

In view of the mass of vendor data that might be introduced to such
systems, the Federal Government in all likelihood will have to
provide initial support in the form of limited financial subsidies,
especially in the implementation phase, and particularly if it wishes
to avoid system . required to accept all vendor data.
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V. RECUMMENDATIONS

A. Basic Assumptions

The specific recommendations,presented on the following pages, for
study and implementation of national data system concepts are based on
certain assumptions which are implicitly stated throughout this -eport.
Basic to all the recommendations is the assumption that the Federal
Government has the responsibility to ensure effective management and
utilization of the nation's rapidly growing resource of scientific and
technical data. This responsibility involves more t..an making signifi-
cant scientific and technical documents available to potential users;
merely pr viding document sources does not assure that data are
effectively communicated or conserved for future use. This assertion
concerning Federal responsibility subsumes the view that scientific and
technical information is a vital national resource: a resource to be
utilized in the most effective manner by all professions, industries and
agencies; and one that must be maintained in the best possible working
order if its potential and optimal benefits are to be exploited. More-
over, it is assumed that scientific and technological progress will
suffer if the corpus of scientific and technical data is not systematically
and adequately maintained in a functional form. Progress is also
inhibited if the means for communication of data are not continuously
improved in order to meet the scientific and technological community's
needs as expressed in contemporary requirements. Meeting the
challenge and opportunity to construct new and effective means of treat-
ing data is one of the most crucial problems facing science and tech-
nology today. The challenge is based on the realization that the
opportunity exists to build superior systems by utilizing today's new
tools, techniques, and knowledge and, in so doing, greatly extend the
utility of scientific and technical data. It is this challenge, more than
the fear of being inundated by the flood of data that should prompt the
search for new means to handle data more effectively.

It is also assumed that national systems for management and handling
of scientific and technical data are now evolving from the efforts
already in existence within many scientific communities and agency
missions. The role of the Government is to focus on these present
efforts, to coordinate them, and .o provide data management policies
on a broad national scale. The possibility o’ a highly centralized
direction of national data systems is neither feasible nor desirable.
What is needed is not a unilateral system created by a Govu:nment fiat,
but the creation of order within the current process of national data
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systems development. Incentives must be provided for an orderly
development, most specifically in the form of Federal funds made
available to elements of the evolving systems to enable them to develop
their potential effectively.

The development of an effective national data system should not conform
to one monolithic blueprint. Rather, the national system will evolve to
satisfy specific requirements of "'real" communities in science and
technology. Some daia management and handling programs or systems
will probably be subject oriented, some process oriented, some mission
oriented, and some by a combination of these when they exist within a
"real" community of scientists or technologists.

Since data management is in the midst of a significant transition and
will continue to be so for some time to come, it is important that the
transition be more fully understood as to its nature and impcrtance.
Greater characterization of the transition will help to enlist the
resources required to guide it in the direction most beneficial to our
national scientific and technological efforts.

National data systems will not constitute a new activity so much as an
effort to get better organized and do a more effective job of data
management in both the public and private sectors. For this effort to
be successful, objectives must be artict:lated, oriorities established,
responsibilities assumed, and resources allocated.

It is assumed that advanced technological methods ind equipment are
essential to the concept of national data handling zys.2ms for the
future. Therefore, the Federal Government must o~cvide national
data system policies flexible enough to allow for effective introduction
of technological change, and provide financial support to assure timely
application of appropriate equipment capabilities. Although new tech-
nologies in data handling tend to cost more initially than the methods
and equipment they replace, the benefits gained in improved perfor-
mance of scientists and technologists can be expected to offset the
increased equipment cost. Valid cost-effectiveness ratios are diffi-
cult to obtain in this context . especially during the conceptual and
developmental phase; consequently, such ratios should not be given
over-riding consideration in decisions relative to introduction of new
technologies to national data systems.

The following recommendations for study and implementation of
national data system concepts are presgented in the context of these
assumptions. They also reflect a firm commitmen: to the idea that

our nation iz capable of controlling its future through conscious choices.
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B. Policy Recommendations

To the present, there has been no overall Federal policy toward
data handling systems and data management, nor has there been a
focal point from which direction could be sought. There is, how-
ever, a critical need, today, for the formulation and promulgation
of Federal policies because, as this preliminary study has demon-
strated, there exists throughout the country much activity in the
design and operation of data handling efforts. Moreover, rapid
changes in technology, new tools and methods, promising new
concepts in data transfer, and the necessity to further consider
national systems make it incumbent upon the Federal Government
to provide the initial emphasis and direction if an orderly and
effective use of the national data resource is to be achieved.

The scope of this study did not include consideration of policies for
other than the Federal Government. However, it was observed that
non-governmental organizations, especially the professional societies
and trade associations, need to re-examine their current policies
relative to their responsibilities in the management and handling of
scientific and technical data. In general, it appears that these
organizations must become more aware of the needs of their members,
and become active in considering what actions can be taken to meet
these needs.

1. The Federal Government Shoulf' Zncour age the Recg‘nmon
of of Scientific and Technical DData as a National Resource
Susceptible to Systematic Management.

Recognition of data as a resource provides a valid perspective from
which the management of data and the design and operation of dats
handling systems can be approached. More importantly, this per-
spective provides a fuller appreciation of all aspects of the problem
of data handling. It brings into focus not only the access and com-
munication aspects, but also thoge vitally important functions of con-
serving, maintaining, and refining the data. These latter functions
are extremely important to the scientific and technical communities.
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Data should also be recognized as a national resource of concern to
the entire country. Because the United States has made a considerable
commitment to the generation of data, it must also see to it that it

is properly maintained and managed if its greatest utility is to he
achieved. The establishment of a national index or inventory of
scientific and technical data should be an integral part of the
implementation of this policy.

2. The Federal Government Should Establish a Policy Position that
Initiation of National Data System Development is Now Timely and
Should be Undertaken as Part of a Broad National Scientific and
Technical Data Program.

There are many pilot studies and programs for national data systems
networks covering specific scientific and technical disciplines. There
are other systems being proposed and planned on the state level inde-
pendent of any consideration of the potential development of a national
systems network. There are also plans for national document handling
systems, but as yet, there is ro plan for national data -handling systems,

nor is there a plan that includes both data and document handling systems.

The Federal Government is in the position to provide the leadership and
direction that will assist these various efforts to converge toward a
future national system or system of subsystems. This can be done by
supporting a national program which would have as its primary objec-
tive improved management of the national data resource and a sup-
plemental objective of development of national data handling systems.

3. The Federal Government Shouid t Encourage the Evolution of a
National Data Handling System Throu‘!\ rogram of "Decentral-
ized Phnmj and Development Efforts.

Such an approach is in contrast to the centrally planned and directed
system. The reason for a decentralized approach to the cdevelopment
of a national system or set of interconnected systems is that this
spproach is more likely to generat~ true definitions of system
requirements. In addition, an extremely fluid state exists in the
fields of data management and data handling systems design. This
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condition is due primarily to the rapid change in technology and the
still experimental nature of practically all large-scale data handling
systems, as well as the nascent stage of data management. So many
new approaches and methods are being tested in the field of data
handling that, if given time, the more successful of the new approaches
and methods will become evident, especially if they are tested in
limited, local, but real data activities.

4. The Federal Government Should Create a Means for Coordinating
Developments in the Design of Large-Scale Data_Management and
Data Handling Systems and Networks in the United States.

Ths purposes of such a policy are numerous:

(1) To provide a sorely needed focal point for nationwide
data activities through which guidance, direction, and
information can be sought;

(2) To support and develop those prospects that have
promising applicability to national systems;

(3) To identify areas of duplication and areas that are
not now being served; and

(4) To give overall direction to the evolution of 4 nationa!
system by identifying broad data management objectives
and by developing broad planning concepts. In doing so,
emphasis should be placed on the identification of cffec-
tive management and systems approarhee as they develop
through the scientific and technical community. Because
large-scale data handling systems are only now entering
the concept-definition phase, it is important that the
best approaches be identified now, even if this requires
a delay in achieving cost optimization. As part of such
a program. the Federal Government should assume the
responsibility to identify, evaluate, and make available
information concerning techniques, methods, and equip-
ment applicable to the development of data management
and data handlirg systems.
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5. The Federal Government Should Stress the Development of
Intra-Community Data Management and Data Handling Systems,
Rather Than Inter-Community Programs and Systems.

Emphasis should be given to bringing about effective and viable datza-
handling systems or a nationwide, intra-community level. Once
knowledge is gained as to which system configurations best answer
the problems of various communities, this information can be applied
to inter-community systems development. Too little is now known
concerning the types of data to be exchanged between varicus com-
munities or the extent of exchange that should take place. Further
development on the intra-community level will help to provide the
necessary infor mation for this second phase of national systems
development by identifying valid structuring concepts, efficient
equipment configurations, etc.

6. The Federal Government Should Recognize the Different Types
gf Data Activities in Science and Technolon and Establish
Policies Commensurate with this Recolgtion.

This study has attempted to show that problems of data manage-
ment and data handling diffei: significantly among discipline-research
activitieg, mission-development activities, and applications-product
activities. For each of these areas, the types of data, the needs for
it, and its users differ. Specific developmental policies are therefore
required for each of these areas. Also, each of these types of data
activities must be provided a voice in determination of the goals,
functions, and structures of national data systems.

7. The Federal Government Shou'.;_ Place Greater Stress on the
Husbandry and Use of Existing Data.

The current Federal policy is oriented toward supporting the generation

of new dats over and above making use of existing data This policy 1s

evigent 1n the Government's funding programs, where insufficient funds

are made ovailable to see that the dats generated is fully utitized. The

suppurl pouctes of the Government should require that the data generuted

in Government programs 1s handled s0 zs to conserve its potential utility ud the
d22 are made accessible for other usex. A policy should be promulgated
whereby Federal agencies engaged in scientiflic and technical resesrch

and development would designatr a minimum percentage of their total

budget for data management and handling.
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8. The Federal Government Should Acknowledge in its Policy
Formulations Both the Difference and Interrelationship
Between Dats Management Programs and Data Handling Systems.

Data manage ment includes those policies, proceduv~es, and actions used
for coordinating and directing efforts to determine data needs, generate
data, and handle data in a manner which permits optimal use and con-
servation. An assembly of procedures, personnel, and equipment
interacting to, orm operations on data (recording, reduction,
dissemination, etc.) constitutes a data handling system. Basic policy
recognizing and giving due consideration to this distinction will
materially as2ist the Government in its efforts toward development,
management, and use of our national data resource. Such recognition
will aid significantly in bringing together the diverse talents and skills,
not only of systems designers, but also of scientists and technologists,
required to formulate and implement effective data management and
handling systems.

9. The Federal Government Should Support the Development of
Programs and Data Systems Which Aid a Given Scientist or
Technologist to Interact More Effectively With His Own Data.

Too frequently, data systems are viewed as the means for communicating
data between scientists or techrologists remotely situated either geograph-
ically or institutionally from one another. In fact, many of the data-
related proolems faced Ly the scientist or engineer involve the handling,
evaluation, use, etc. of data at his work station - frequently, data

which he generated himself. Therefore, nationai data systems should

be viewed as extending to this level if they are to make major contri-
butions to science and technology. Federal policy should include

support of systems development efforts directed at the day-to-day
working needs of the scientist ur technologist, as well as systems
directed tc the less {requently encountered needs for remote com-
munication of data.
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10, The Federal Government Should Better Define Responsi bilities
for Policy Formulation and Coordination of International Data
Activities.

The key requirement is not for redefinition of responsibilities for
~onduct and direction of U.S, Involvement in international data efforts.
‘I"he main problem is that the attention given by responsible offices has
not kept pace with the growing level and importance of international
data activities. Existing offices in the National Science Fovrndation,
Department of Commerce, State Department, etc. need to be streng-
thened not only to permit them 0 better represent U.S, interests,

hut algso to enable them to establish better communications and working
relationships with on-going data activities in the U,S, Means must be
found to apply the best of our national skills to formulate national
positions which consider the many factors important in establishment
of international data systems. Particular effort must be made to
avold unilateral actions by specialized acientific or technical com-
munities, Currently, much international data activity involves
multi-nation efforts to collect data on a worldwide basis. These

data will constitute the data base which future international data
systems must handle. Consequently, it is critical that such activities
b planned and conducted on the most informed basis possible.

11. The Federal Government Should Adopt a Policy of Encouraging
the Private Sector of the Economy to Develop Data Handling
Systerns and Innovative Data Management Techniqres.

In doing so, the Federal Government should encourage professional
soctieties and industry to develop data systems within their own
communities. These systems should maintain and conserve the
corpus of knowledge for those subject areas. In order to stimulate
datn system developmen’ {n selected areas of the private sector,

the Federal Government should support the initial planning and
development efforts. As these systems advance to an operational
status, the Federal Government should decrease its support to allow
the economics of the marketplace to serve as a criterion of effec-
tiveness.,

Policy concerning support of data system development in non-
governmen! communities should recognize and acknowledge the
realities of public and commercizal interests in data activities. The
I‘ederal Government, therefore, should support to a greater extent
discipline-research activities as opposed to applications-product
activities.
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12.  The Federal Government Should Estapolish a Policy to Encourage
the Accessibility of Scientific and Technical Data to as Many
Potential Users as Possible.

Such a policy should not conflict with full recognition of the property
rights of individuals or orgarizations. Rather, 1t would be promul-
gated with a specific delineation of private data (data which an indi-
vidual or organization does not desire to disclose or release), pro-
prietary data (data which the owner or possessor will release under
prescribed conditions such as pavment of a fee), and public data
(data for which ownership and possession is in the public domain).
Government support should be given to efforts for removal of the
economic barriers which result in data being restricted when, in
fact, the owner or holder has no objections to release of the data.
In particular, the Federal Government should establish policies
reguired to assure thot data generated at Government expense are
more accessible to other potential users.

13. The Federal Government Should Encourage_creater Recggnmon
of Information or Data Handling Systems as an Integral Part of
the Total Information Transfer Process.

In the past, concentration on increasing the effectiveness of document
handling systems (including libraries) has overshadowed the efforts of
handling data to the extent that data handling systens have hardly been
recognized as part of the scientific and technical information menage-
ment and transfer process. This narrow concept or picture of the
function of information systems must be redrawn to include data
handling systems and data management as a major part of the process
of information transfer. It is vitally important that this more inclusive
view of information systems be made widely known so that those who are
considering doing something about their information problems will be
aware of the various possibilities open to them.

Data handling systems go beyond the normal concept of document
handling systems, in that they are more closely tied to the actual
daily working environment of scientists and technologists. In this
sense, they are more like tl.e other tools used in the daily course
of work and therefore, are not considered within the legitimate
province of the scientific and technical information program of the
organization, nor of the information systems design specialist,
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C. Improvement of Existing Data Services and Systems

The following recommendations concern themse.ves with improving the
existing methods of managing and handling data. Scientific and tech-
nical data are handled, packaged, and stored in many different ways
and are transferred through a variety of media. When data are viewed
as having a distinct quality unlike other information, a perspective is
facilitated with regard to the methods employed to peckage, store, and
manage it. Th.s perspective helps to illuminate the shortcomings in
the way data are handled today under existing methods, an! also the
possible means by which those methods might be improved.

Today, data are recorded, packaged, and transferred through a variety
of media and formats. This study has attempted to analyze these various
means to determine what steps can be taken to improve the existing
services and systems. The recommendations cover six areas in which
improvements can be made. The areas are the media employ2d, data
automation, national systems, barriers in handling and managing data,
education, and international data exchange.

1. Demonstration Projects Should Be Conducted to Explore New Media
for Storing, Packaging, Formatting. and Transferring Data.

Such demonstraticn projects should be controlled experiments care-
fully conducted to gain knowledge about the effectiveness and potential
of these new media. Documenting the results could be useful for educa-
tion and training purposes, especially among data system operators
and managers. A major intent of the demonatration projects would

be to induce acceptance of the new media and formats (including micro-
forms) by the intended users of the new methods. I~ order to reach a
wide audience of potential users and to gain a wide acceptance, the
demonstration projects should be held in a number of different arsas
throughout the United States in cooperation with, and with the support
of, the private sector.

In concert wiith this technique to introduce new data packaging methods,

additional studies should be undertaken to ascertain such important

factors as the effect of computer-aided design on data requirementu,

techaical feacibility, economic consequences, standardization and

compatibility problems among the various data packages and da ays-

tems, and the adaptiveness of existing and new data-packaging methods .
to technolcgical advances. H
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2. Study Should Be Encouraged on the Use of Computers and Other
Data Packaging Techniques to Assist in the Publication of Data
Handbooks and Similar Data Publications.

Scientific and technical handbooks and reference tools with a high degree
of data content are an important and continuing means of disseminating
data. Increasingly, however, these publications are becoming a less
efficient method of keeping the scientist and engineer abreast of the
latest data available. Publication time lag and the increased amount of
scientific and technical activity makes obsolete an increa:ing proportion
of the data content of these publications.

Greater emphasis should be placed on cutting down the time iag and the
data collection and up-dating process through the use of computer tech-
niques. Computers can be used for efficient up-dating and for revising
handbooks. Prototype efforts using computers to prepare and main-
tain high data content publications, such as those planned by Project
INTREX at M.I. T., should be supported. Knowledge about data struc-
tures and feasible transformations," which is gained from such proto-
type operations, will be useful in planning and developing future, more
completely automated data systems Where computers now generate
tables and graphs, efforts can be supported to couple these processes
directly with that of producing a handbook.

Widesrread use of source data automation, computer processing of data,
and electronic or photocomposition processes will expedite data pub-
lication. Efforts at making these steps more efficient should be sup-
ported. Also, efforts should Ye encouraged to devele% software tech-
niques that will permit handbook data to be selected from computer
storage for computational purposes Software offering this possibility
to scientists and engineers will greatly increase the desirability of com-
puter storage of selected handbook data.

Data handbook publishers should therefore be encouraged to participate
actively in such studies and demonstrations.

3. The Federal Government Should Seek Greater Understanding of
the Electronic Medium as a Means for the Husbandry and Trans{er
of Scientific and Technical Data.

Automation has been applhied, mostly in isolated cascs, to each of the
functions (i. e., collection, reduction, analysis, evaluation, dissemina-
tion) involved i1n handling scientific and technical data. There is yei no
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case where all of the functions have been automated and pla‘ *d within a
total system utilizing in an optimal way the combined asset . man
and electronic equipment. In nc instance nas the electronic medium
been completely divorced from the medium of the printed page as a
means for storing and communicating scientific and technical data.
(Electronic printout of manipulated and retrieved data is obviously a
necessary adjvuct to such a system using the electronic medium. )

Those functions that are now automated within existing data handling
systems should be studied and compared to ascertain the most success-
ful methods now in operation. System concepts should prove fruitful

in analyzing the successfully automated functions in terms of com-
patibility and possible integration.

4. A Sense of Community and Participation Should Be Fostered
among Data System Managers and Developers and among the
Data Efforts of Scienc> and Technology.

The COSATI Committee has taken the first step by providing, through
the present study, a preliminary directory of data activities in the
United States. As a second step, a new referral center might be charged
with maintaining cogrizance of existing data activities in science and
technology, and directing those seeking data to the proper data handling
system. An added function of such a referral center should be to de-
velop and maint:un a directory of scientific computer programs. Third,
a conference or series of conferences could be held among data handling
systerns managers and developers. One purpose of such a conference
would be to acquaint the specialists with the data activities in the
various fields of science and technology. Fourth, a data notification
system could be established whereby the various data handling systems
would be made aware of initiated and on-going data generating projects.
Such an alerting system for data handling systems is now done on a
limited scale by Science Information Exchange.

5. One or a Series of Studies Should Be Undertaken to Determine
the Interrelationships and Roles of the Different Types of In-
formation Systems.

A truly national information system would have as its components

data handling systems, dJocument handling systems, information analy-
sis centers, hibraries, management information systems, computer
service networks, and possibly other types of systems. These elements
provide distinctive services and perform varying roles. The problem
to be resolved 1s how they can most effcctively complement and assist

V-13




s

Science Communication

Washington, D. C. 200 O7

COSATI Data Systems Study

Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

each other and what should be the nature of the interface among them.
Establishing a national system for one of them should not be detrimental
to the service and role of one or all of the others. Initial studies could
concern themselves with the possibility of augmenting current document
indexing methods to include the identification of data within the document
and notification for possible extraction and subsequent inclusion into an
appropriate data handling system.

6. A Sustained Effort Should Be Mounted to Minimize the Barriers
That Restrict Existing Data Handling Activities from Achieving
Their Optimal Utility as Conservers and Communicators of
Scientific and Technical Data.,

Military, proprietary, and security restrictions ant as barriers to the
transfer and increased utility of a great deal of scientific and technical
data. Existing barriers of this kind should be systematically identified
and evaluated on an individual basis, especially in regard to their im-
plications for the effectiveness of existing and future data systems.
Periodic tests to determine whether existing barriers continue to be
justified could lead to greater dissemination of data, and at the same
time provide necessary guidelines for data systems managers. For
instance, unclassified data contained in classified documents could be
utilized by being transferred to non-sensitive data systems.

The increased number of data systems in science and technology through-
out the country constitutes a growing argument and opportunity for a
change-over from the English system of measurement to the metric
system. Agreements can be established that new data systems will
adopt, or at least include, the metric basis. For data systems in

which computer conversions are available, the English-metric barrier
can be eliminated by giving the user a {ree choice.

7. The Federal Governmen: and the Prof.ssions Should Jointly
Attack the Difficult Barrier Represented by Lack of Standard-
ization of Data.

Data standardization is perhaps the most important technical challenge
for those concerned with barriers to data usage. The great merits of

standardization, in its application to system operations, are self-evident.

The equally great hazards of 1ll-considered standardization consist of the
creation of intellectual barriers -rough terminology or criteria that

are incompatible among too ma:.. sectors becsuse of the diversity of
usages expected in each sector. or which are too rigid to grow with ad-
vancing tec*.ical knowledge and practice. Strong government support
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and organizing leadership appear appropriate, but the controlling tech-
nical guidance should be provided by the professions and other data-
generating and data-using elements. The professional societies should
take it upon themselves to support such programs in standardization,
but must recognize the time that is required in such an activity, and
the comparative lack of status associated to such a "'labor of love. "
The Government might contract for some recommended work in stand-
ardization which, when finished, could be brought before a government-
appointed committee for discussion and approval.

8. Effective Educational and Promotional Activities Should Be Recog-
nized as itally Important and Funded ‘or Seeking Optimal Usage

-

of Operational Data Systems.

The educational effort should be carried on over a broad front, both

by the operating systems themselves and by secondary-access systems
such as the National Referral Center and the Science Information Ex-
change. The secondary services are particularly well placed to devil-
op irecicricsand to maintain network-type, organized displays of
families ot data syvstems, their scope, resources, :rd service policies.
Operating services should be encouraged to experiment with demon-
strations and cooperative arrangements that take direct advantage of
their internal resources and service skills. The schools, professional
and trade meetings, and major data-using institutions, both public and
commercial, are all important candidates for these education efforts.

9. Contractors and Technical Units of the Feceral Agencies Should
Be Used to Test and Develop Data -Utilization Strategies in
lgchnwal-l?'ﬂort Activities.

Fconomic shelter can be provided in Federal programs for tests of
strategies in technical program i.1anagement for data syst:m usage.
One «xample would be the requirement that a formal data search be
vonducted before authorization is given for a data-measurement

action 1n a project activity Tests of thus nature should help to high-
hight data services and service features that are the most productive

for lentified requirements  Such tests w:ll simultaneously advance

the data-servicing art and perhaps develop techniques of technical
management that are more knowledgeable concerning data system usage.

10. Data Systems Should Seek Means to Acquire and Make Usefully

Available Qualifyving and Critique Informat:on Relevant to Data
Items

Reports on the experience of data contributors and prior users have the
potential of deepening the signilicance of supplied data, and thereby
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strengthening the requestor's rcgnizance of the value of the data for his
needs. Development of a workable means to acquire and provide such
documentation may prove a break-through in the data-system art and in
the use of data systems.

11. The Data Resources, Services, and Systermns of Other Countries
Should Be Studied for Their Potential Contributions to Our Data

stte~ .

It is evident that careful study of "exported' U.S. technical documents
is an important means used by some countries to maintain their techni-
cal effectiveness. Non-U.S. activities of this nature should be surveyed
to learn whether they generate data accumulations that constitute benefi-
cial "imports’ for U.S. systems and services. It is believed that most
U.S. data services, particularly those that are research- and science-
oriented, would benefit from strengthened data exchange relaticnships
with technically compatible activities elsewhere in the world.
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D. Development of Data Systems Capabilities

The national scientific and technical dala system will provide services
which to a large degree will be shaped by the development efforts of
several professional communities. Among these are data-processing
equpment manufacturers, software supphiers, the publishing industry,
educational and training institutions, governmental agencies, and
scientific and technical communities which generate and use data.

The recommendations in this section deal with activities to assure
that the capabilities of the national data system match with the
requirements of the user communities. The activities include
prototype test programs, coordination of software, media and equip-
ment development, and generation of data standardization programs.
These recommend:iiions in this section are arranged in a sequence
that facilitates logical thought development. The order does not
imply rated importance.

1. The Federal Government Should Sponsor Demonstration Programs
In Which Innovative Data and Media Would Be Employed.

Certain scientific and technical data have historically been packaged 1n
speciftc media and formats. For example, the blueprint has been used
for ¢ngincering drawings, product bulletins and catalogs for vendor
data, and hardcopy randbooks for scientific reference data. The shifts,
to dat- from the established forms and media to machine processable
forms and mu roforms have been slower and less effective than they
should have been. Demonstration projucts should be implemented
witlhin o government programmatic and a non-government context.
Thuse ae- nonetration projects should be conducted as :ontrolled
experime:ts with results documented for educational aad training
purpuses.

2 Prop, ums Must Be Implemented To Assure Coordination of the
Efforts oi Equipment and Software Suppliers With Data System
Reyuirements.

There is increasing evidence that equipment developinents are moving so
rapidly tn the information systems that they are controlling the structure
of the automated data systems now being established. Therefore,
scientific and technical data system designers and users must define
their requirements more explicitly. These requirements cannot be
effectively satisfied by equipment and program languages designed for
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business data processing or for mathematical computations, and
equipment manufacturers cannot develop optimal equipment to meet
ill-defined, non-standardized system specifications. However, by
analyses and prototype testing ¢ 1ta system designers and users can
systematically establish the functional characteristics of required
equipment. In addition, data system designers mus: define, docu-
ment, and publicize the current and future equipment market
potential which exists in scientific and technical d:ta systems.
Equipment manuiacturers and software firms have the basic
capabilities required and can be expected to move quickly to meet
economically valid equipment and programming requirements of
scientific and technical data systems.

3. Future Data Service Systems Should Provide the User With
Simultaneous Access to a Computing Capability and a File
Containing the Data Required for ®mputations cr Output

Structuriqg.

Efficient means should be developed for providing effective access

to both frequently used working files and to less frequently usec
reference files. Experimentation should be undertaken with different
system configurations. One corfiguration to be tested should be co-
location of the working files and computing capability with remote
access to central reference data files. [t is pcssible to expand this
recommendation to include the concept of data utilities, where we
may consider many such systems to be interconnected for associative
searches und data exchangeg. ltowever, the concept of information
utilities 1s only beginning to ¢emerge, and there is an inherent danger
associated with confusing data utilities with information utilities.
Separation of these two utilities 1mphes rather difficult transformation
processes which will need further development.

4. Programs Must Be Fxtablished to Stwncardize Equipment, Data
Form and Yormat, and PrOJrammm‘ l.anguages.

Due to its large invoelve.nent in scientific research, the Federal
Governmen: has a substantial invesiment 1a (he resultant data.
Accordingly, 'he Government 1s increasingly assuming the firancial
burden of supporting the development of Jata systems to support
research efforts. Consequently, the Government should take action
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to assure development and apphication of standardized methods of
handling basic scientific data, especially those automated methods
broadly applicable to data systems i1n more than one field of research.
In con rast to data handling methods, standardization of data must be
approached with a full appreciation of the technical implications,
Therefore, scientists 1n specific areas oi research must make the
final determination of whether standardization of measurements and
data 1s feasible or desirable. \Whereas, Government-initiated
standardi-zation of data handling methods supporting research on a
broad basis appears desirable, standardization of data handling
methods supporting developrment or applications activities does not
appear warranted except within specific Government deve lopment
orograms. Industry, through cooperative arrangements, should be
encouraged to upgrade and standardize its developmental «nd appli-
cations data activities. [n situations where it can be shown that
standardization will contribute to a better integrated and s!ro:yter
national scientiiic and technological competence, the Federal
Government should, if required, subsidize standardization efforts,
At a mintmum, the Government should provide technical assistance.

In addition, as a major user of equipment in data systems, the Federal
Government has a responsibility to select and use equipment in the
most effcctive manner pogsible. Government practices materially
influence th» equipments developed and subsequently offered for non-
Government use. Consequently, the capabilities of offices such as
the Center for Computer Science and Technology of the National
Bureau of Standards, which have been designated as responsible for
government-wide technical review and coordination of data system
development and procurement, should be augmented, in terms of
funding and staffing, so that these duties can be per . 'med adequately.
Evidnative and planning documents developed 1n the course of Govern-
ment systems implementation and operation should be made more
freely availuble to non-Government organizations planning or

Cpee

data systems should meet periodically, perhaps under Government
coordination, to articulate and document their common equipment
requireme-its.
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5. A Program Should Be Started to Fund and Coordinate Develop-
ment of Computer Programs Which Meet the Special Require-
ments of Scientific and Technical Data Systems.

dighl; sophisticated computer programs have been developed for
scientific and technical computations. However, there is a need

for more effective programs to generate and control computer
operations such as the rotation and translation of drawings and the
interrogation of large data files. Computer programs must be
developed for consiruction and manipulation of specific sub-systems
of the national data system. It is vital that scientists and engineers,
not iust systems programmers, contribute to development and
testing cf the new programs, andthat adequate user surveys are
used to develop progr.m design criteria.

6. A Directory of Data Processing Computer Programs Should
Be Developed and Maintained.

Existing programs should be reviewed to determine their utility in

other applications. Where required, funds should be made available

to tetter document existing programs so they can be used by other
organizations. In addition, standards of program documentation

should be developed and enforced so that future programs will be
properly documented. Government sponsorship will be required to initiate
development of the directory, but the activity should eventually be
self-sustaining as customers for the directory services provide

support.

7. Several Research and Development Projects or Programs
Should Be Used tc Test the Applicability and Eifectiveness
of Automated Data System Concepts.

In these test projects, all operations involving data would be automated
and incorporated into a system serving the project. For example, a
typical scientist cr tecnnologist working on the project would have
direct access to several data files which would be used not only to
facilitate his own work, but also to communicate with other members
of the project team. Information handling specialists would be planted
in each project environment to aid in gathering and structuring of the
dcta and the related data managemcrt techniques. Files directly
accessible to the user should include the archival or reference files
commonly found in data centers, as well as the frequently used work
files often maintained either at the worker's desk or .. the computing
center,
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The operations of such projects should be carefully monitored and
analyzed to identify data management methods and equipment applic-
able to other similar or larger scientific and technical program
efforts. The program should begin with a partially automated
system tc :.aclude the services of some scientists and information
scientists who can work with him to find out how he can best be
served. This will be an education in both directions and will be
much more beneficial than forcing a specific highly-automated
system down the individual user's throat.

8. Programs Must Be Established to Develop Capabilities of Data
Generators and Users Simultaneous To the Evolution of Data
System Capabilities.

The objective of the dat: system is to serve the sciertific rnd tech-
nical community, and this goal may be reached only ‘i there re
personnel development a~tivities commensurate to system develop-
ment activities. The skills, knowledge, and work attitudes must
match the operating requirements of the system; moreover, these
personnel capabilities must be prime considerations in the design

of the system. On-th:-job training programs, short courses, and
workshops must be sponsored by both government ard private organizations
to develop the necessary data management skills, and to cultivate work
atti‘udes that will foster the use of modern data handling systens.
Furthermore, education curricula in engineering and the sciences
must be modified to include instruction in the use of modern data
management methods and equipment.

9. Professional Societies, Such As the American Society for
Information Sciences, Should Be Encouraged to Establish
Panels or Sub-Groups of Data System Professionals and
to Undertake Development of Publications and Meetings
to Communicate Developments in Scientific and Technical
Data Management Systems.

Similarly, the scientific and engineering societies and traG.: associations
should encourage the formation of sub-groups which would work toward
becoming effective spokesmen, regarding scientific and technical data,
for the interests of their profession or industry. The Federal Govern-
ment should establish an information center to serve as a depository and

V-21

- —— s e gy




Science Communication
Washington, D. C. 200 07
COSATI Data Systems Study
Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

dissemination agency for documents dealing with design, develop-
ment, operation and management of scientific and techiical data
systems. The services of this center should be offered to non-
Government, as well as Government offices. Such a center could
be established by consoliduting and augmenting some of the current
information service activities of the NBS Research Information
Center and Advisory Service on Information Processing, the NSF
Office of Science Information Service, and the Bureau of the Budget
Management Study File. As information concerning modern data
management and handling systems is disseminated, the capabilities
of the scientific community to use and help develop & national data
system will be greatly enhanced.
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E. Implementation of Future Data Programs and Systems

The promise of quantum increases in the utility of our national scientific
and technical data resource provides the impetus for establishing
future data programs and systems. The expectations are based on the
realization, however limited at present, of the benefits of automating
data handling, as well as the availability of data processing technology
to implement real programs and systems. The recommendations of
this pioneering study of national scientific and technical data manage-
ment focus on these developmental actions, rather than the functional
structure and organization of programs and systems. The approach is
to define the objectives of the national systems program in terms of
data management needs that must be met, and to recommend steps
that should be taken to meet these needs.

e AR

ey

Two points of paramount significance underlie this series of recommen-
dations: first, the main problem to be solved is not the lack of tech-
nology but the lack of techniques to implement national programs and
systems; and secondly, the implementation efforts are unlikely to
evolve a monoliti ‘c system or progrom. The recommendations lead
to the conclusion that considerable work is needed in the testing of
several generations of prototype data systems and programs, with
the concurrent development of techniques for managing and handling
data. The recommendations that follow elaborate on some specific
efforts that will enable attainment of these goals. The order in which
the recommendations are listedgives some indication of their relative
importance.

- ™

i 1. For the Foreseeable Future, Data Management Must Continue to
bc a Decentralized Process Directed by the Scientists, Eng Engineers,
l- and Administrators Responsible for Specific Scientific and Tech-

nical Endeavors.

However, as data system management methods and systems are
developed and implemented, a capability will be created for manage-
ment of larger and more complex sets of data. In the near future,
efforts at the national level should be directed toward the development
and test of systems or tools to facilitate better data management.
Initially such tools or systems should be designed to facilitate current-
ly definable data management functions, such as the location of data.
As soon as data management functions are defined, data management
requirements should be analyzed and articulated for workers at all
levels from the bench scientist to the administrator of national-scope
scientific and technical efforts. This should be dome jointly by systems
analysts and the workers involved in each level of activity.
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There are several difficult aspects to implementing the recommended
actions. Normalizing data management for the scientist will be difficult
for disciplines that are not well-structured, subjective, and of signifi-
cantly semantic conceptual content. However, highly technological and
quantitatively well-developed fields will be approached first. In these
fields developed data system management capability will automatically
be transferred to organized data management. In these fields, it will
be the responsibility of capable people in specific scientific and techni-
cal activities to adapt their work patterns so they are compatible with
larger and possibly more complex contexts. It will be necessary for
scientists and tecl aolgists to play an active role in directing the
software development efforts and in assuring compatibility of manage-
ment requirements with system performance.

1 oy omq puq ey oug

2. The Structures of Data Systems Must Evolve From Working-Level
Responses to Real Needs. The Current Need is for Coordination
and Financial Support of Systems Already Developing in This
Fashion.

Prototype data systems should be tested which tie into a network several
of the systems and services which the scientist or engincer now must
use separately. The experimenial system components should include
automated recorders, computing equipment, automated archives of
relevant data, archives of computer routines, reactive display consoles,
and automated report generators.

The development of such prototype systems should be in response to
adequately measured data requirements of specific user communities.
Agencies sponsoring and coordinating prototype development efiorts
should monitor these activities to assure adequate system interfacing
in the network development and attainment of defined data management
objectives.

An initial step required in implementation of this recommendation

will be to develop & coordinate system for describing current classifi-
cation, media, form, format, languages, codes, and operations on

data. The first need is to inventory existing information activities;

the second, to review inventory data for duplication and gaps; and the third,
to select related information activities to provide mutual support

(i.e., initiate network planning).
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3. Specific Agencies, IJot Necessarily Governmental, Should Be Designated
Responsible for Coordinating Data System Develcpment Within
Each of the Major Areas of Scientific and Technical Activity,
i.e., Scientific Research and Technology Applications.

These agencies would assure that developing and operating data activi-
ties are gradually integrated into an effective national scientific and
technical data system. They shouid be staffed with planning and evalua-
tion personnel and should be advised by councils of leading scientists,
technologists, and indust.y leaders from several mission- and discipline -
oriented fields. Representation by several fields will assure satisfac-
tion of their unique data management requirements.

- U ARy RIS R P e 2
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Each coordinating agency should be provided with Federal funde not

only to underwrite its operating expenses but also to disperse, in the
form of matching fund grants, etc., to institutions developing or opera-
t1ing data efforts. Volume |, Section Vi, elaborates :.:: this recommendation.

b |

4. The Professional Societies, Trade Associations, and Mission-
[‘ Oriented Government Agencies Should beJEncmrqggd to ldentify
and Service on a Joint Basis, the Data Needs of Their Community
of Scientists and Technologists.

A centralized element of the Federal Government should establish forums
and otherwise coordinate the programs of organizations tackling this
problem. The government should assume special responsibility for
identification and service of inter-disciplinary needs or those not

served by other organizations. User need studies are costly and are
only practical for discrete communities. Among the user need factors

to be studied are the nature of the substantive work, the size and scope
of technology involved, the education level and orientation of the
community, the organization position of the users, and the motivational
forces that drive data generation and search activities.

———

5. The I'ederal Government Should Acknowledge a Responsibility to
Support, and Where Necessary, to Fund Efforts Directed Toward
a Timely Development of Scientific and Technical Data Systems
to Serve All Basic or Fundamental Regearch Activitieg in the U. S,

Where feasible, the operation of such systems should be by non-Govern-
ment organizations such as trade associations, and should be at least
partly self-supporting by sale of their services. Government funding

of data systems to serve engineering and other developmental activities
should be on a selective "asis, with direct Federal funding and operation
restricted to systems required for performance of specific missions
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assigned to Government agencies. Development of systems in other
areas should be provided technical assistance and financial subsidies if
it can be demonstrated that development of a given system will materially
contribute to a stronger national scientific or technological capability,
The government should, as it has in the case of scientific journals,
support development and early operation of data systems where other
funding modes are not possible. Eventually systems should become
self-supporting, but up to now the start-up and operating costs have
been 8o formidable that economic viability is not possible. However,
systems should be carefully screened to avoid long-term or permanent
Federal financial support when these costs can be sustained by the
scientific community that will benefit from them. Two examples of
systems which satisfy these criteria are:

) ey ey gy ey

- e

8 Multiphasic health screening facilities to gather strati-
fied population data necessary for computing diagnostic
probabilities.

©  Data systems that can be used for testing Bayes theorem, ]
discriminant functions, perception, likelihood ratio, and
data collections for use in critical path planning of medi-
cal diagnosis and treatment when appropriate.

6. The Operatione of Existing Data Systems and Document Systems
Should Be Conducted So They Complement and Supplement One
Another. Existing Document Handling Systems Should Augment l
Current Indexing of Conceptual Content of Documents to Include
Adequate Indexing of the Data Content of Documents.

Y
. .

Such indexing would facilitate identification of data for extraction and
incorporation in data systems. Increasingly large quantities of useful
data are not being published; consequently, data systems must also
acquire input data from other sources. Indexing nf the data content
of documents will facilitate direct search for data in the context of
related information contained in the publication source. Multiple
indexing of the data content will assure access by any one of several
search routes.

C—
* 1

In the future, it will even be desirable to by-pass publication of data
and to transmit data from the point of measurement directly to the
data system. The data system will thus perform many of the functions
now served by publication (i. e., exposure for review aind verification
by colleagues, dissemination for use, and recording for archivi! or
reference purposes). Therefore, data systems will in the future tend
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to supplant document systems, especially for archival purposes, for bench
or console-level services to the technologist, and, to a lesser extent, for
the scientist.

7. Existing Data Systems Should Be Used to Test User Response and to
Make Other Measures of the Effectiveness of Specific System Cpera-
tions and Service Concepts.

Existing data systems, such as the National Standard Reference Data System,
National Oceanographic Data Center, and the National Space Sciences Data
Center, etc., should be given support for developing and testing methods of
identifying service needs, and for developing and testing means to measure
the effectiveness of specific system operations in satisfying these needs.
Additional systems should he implemented in other areas of science and tech-
nology, especially fields such as the biomedical sciences where broad-base
attacks on scientific problems are required. This would permit development
and testing of methods applicable to determining the data service requirements
of the many diverse communities of scientigts and engineers. Prototype sys-
tems should be implemented in typical work environments rather than in
experimental information science laboratories.

Scrutiny of the existing systems should involve two quite different kinds of
analysis. The first point of analysis is how the system relates to a well-
defined body of users all by itself. The second point is that there should be
careful thought given to the situation which is bound to occur when two systems
with well -defined bodies of users discover or develop an interface which, in
effect, makes them part of a larger system. The question here is, how do
they relate to one another across the interface and how do they provide ser-
vices to each otier's users. The size of the individual systems will te an
important point to take into account. Precautions that must be considered
in the analysis include the danger of developing prototypes of use in analy-
sis, but of little use in technical activities: and the possibility of results
from poor systems distorting conclusions.

8. In the Area of Vendor Data, Initial Attentior Should lie Directed At
Upgrading of Data Activities in Individual Firms, Followed by Cooper-
ative Efforts Within Trade Associations and Manufacturing Groups.

Increased effort should be directed to devejnpment of improved methods
(e.g.. computer controlled photocomposition of equipment catulogs.
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automated design programs etc.) which can be applied to improvement
of vendor data activities in a large number of industries. Motivation

to develop hardware and software should be based on competition between
manufacturers. However, incent:ves for private industrial and govern-
mental utilization of the newly developed and improved methods are
necessary. For example, hardware vendors with tens of thousands of
employees are eager to help hospitals install automated health informa-
tion systems and have yet to install them in their own plant facilities.
Criteria of applicability and cost-effectiveness data are necessary to
stimulatz managers with limited intuitive judgment of new technologies,
and government-sponsored studies may be necessary to develop these
data.

9. The Federal Government Should Support the Establishment of
Demonstration ijrams, Such As the Undertakﬂ Proposed
by the International Science Inforination Service, to Develop
Lorge-Scale Multi-Disciplinz Data Files Which Would Provide
On-Line Access to Public Data, Proprietary Data, and Private
Data.

Relatively little experience has been obtained from the operation of
large-scale scientific and technical data files. Useful information has
been provided by experience in related fields, such as command and
control systems and document storage systems. Such experience has
not, however, provided actual confirmation of the applicability of
anpment and software to scientific and technical data systems, There-
fore, demonstration programs are needed to develop data-file operation
»xperience. Patent files offer one highly useful area on which to focus
efforts.

In implementing such demunstration data files, stress should be placed
on the compatibility of access with small-scale files in scientific and
technical organizations. A pre-demonstration survey should be conducted
prior to its establishment.

10. Referral Centers Should Be Established to ldentify the '.ocation of
Data Resources.

Referral centers and nctworks offer a logical stepping-stone from our
current uncoordinated data efforts to future, more tighly iategrated data

systems. [n fact even after highly integrated data systems are developaed.

a switching mechanism s:m:lar ¢ S referral netaors wll be teguired to
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direct inquiries to the location where the response data are available.
The existing National Referrai Center at the Library of Congress should
be suppiemented with speci alized referral centers in specific areas of
science and technoiogy (e.g., engineering materials). Each specialized
referral center should maintain indexes of scientific and technical data
in the field served by the center. Ultimately, automated data location
informat:on can be used in directing queries to a national data system.

11. Future Data Service Systems Should Provide the User With
Simuitancous Access to a Computing Capability and a File

Contaimng the Data Required for Computations or Output
Structuring.

Efficient means should be developed for providing effective access to
both frequently used working files and to less frequently used reference
files. Coordination of data file construction and manipulation must go
hand 1n hend with a total system design in a computer system designed
to make manipulation of stored data easy. Access to the system should
be flexible so that both a sophisticated programmer and a scientist can
have easy access to data and manipulate it,

Experimentation chould be undertaken with prototype system configura-
tions. Information should be stored in a manner appropriate for its
degree of usage, such as: rarely used on aperture cards in microform,
seldom used on tape, moderately used on disc, frequently used on drum,
and quite freauc:itiy used in core. One configuration to be tested should
be co-1ocation of the working files and computing capability with remote
access lo a central reference data file,

12. Screeming and Review Methodologies and Programs Should Be
Estabiished to Eliminate the Input of Erroneous and [nvalid Data
Into Data Systems.

Activities similar to thosc of the National Standard Reference Data
System should be expanded to cover a broader range of data which are
of use to the physical scientists conducting fundamental research. A
simitar system should be developed to cover basic data in the biological
sciences. Critical reviews of data used primarily by the applied
scientists and technologists should continue to be conducted on a

decentralized basis by mission-oriented Government agencies, universities,

and commercial firms. An assigned Federal agency should support
development of tools to decrease the cost and increase the utility of data
review and evaluation efforts,
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Screening and review will require the efforts of technically qualified
individuals and constant re-evaluation to facilitate elimination of
obsolete data. Furthermore, user surveys should be used to validate
evaluation criteria for both input and eliminatior procetyscs.

13. Studies, Including Collection of Use Statistics in Operating Data
Systems, Experiments With Workers Operating Within Controlled
Data Service Environments, and Laboratory Modeling and Simula-
tion of Data Servicing Concepts, Should Be Conducted to Acquire
Knowledge Concerning Data Use Patterns in Science and Technology.

Results of such studies will indicate the degree of refinement, optimal
output packaging mode, required input form, and format and other
servicing requirements of future systems. The tests must be conducted
using means which will resolve questions concerning actual or suggested
systems and their effectiveness in providing data (in a defined field) in
such a way that the users' questions are answered rapidly, accurately,
and without bias cr prejudice. Also, the tests must be made in a way to
insure that the data system is completely passive; i.e., that the data
system does not inadvertently influence research user or contributor
opinions or conclusions other than through the supplying of fact.
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F. Institutional Roles and Responsibilities

Priority is given in this section to recommendations concerning institu-
tional roles that are both (1) of such breadth as to be significant in a
national context, and (2) workable charters which we believe can be

made vigorously viable in existing or achievable real-world environments.

There 18 a striking dearth of existing institutional activities that satisfy
tkas dual criterion. Commercial publishing activities involving data, for
example, are viable and nationally important, but necessarily ignore data-
L.andling functions that do not promise profits. Professional institutions,
as a class, are almost completely innocent of operational data-oriented
activity. This is true despite the growing evidence that new tools for data
servicing may break some of the near-disastrous bottlenecks traceable to
the present publication systems of the professional societies. Many
mission-oriented agencies tend to express relatively low-grade and self-
serving purposes in their present data-management practices. Typically,
one may find accumulated data directed toward archival storage with
indexing that suggests the archive has been created primarily to prove
the data have not been thrown away or lost. In a few instances (e.g., the
Interservice Data Exchange Program), the indexing and the associated
exchange activity result in a desirable-continuing usage of the data, but
the charters tend to be internally or defensively oriented (e.g., in the
iDEP example, they are essentially a DoD-level aid for more effective
gclection and procurement of military commodities and components).

These observations are made not to criticize the institutions thai are
perferming data management or handling, but to highlight the limitations

of their charters as currently interpreted. Our comments are made
primarily to emphasize two major points. The first is that currently,
there 18 no central institution possessing (or at least expressing) a con-
tinuing obligation to look at data activities and needs in a national perspec-
tive The second is that there is, however, a significant corpus of
putential institutional competency for accepting app.opriate national
charters concerning data, and bringing these charters tc nhealthy opera-
tional viability.

It 18 cevident from the previous recommendations that we have been
impressed by the range and variety of individual data needs and usages
disclosed in this study. Study findings suggest that the national interest

in scientific and technical data will te served best in the near future
throuch a primary emphasis or. national programs that support, coordinate,
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and supplement existing activity, rather than effecting major mergers or
creating revolutionary new systems. The recommendations that ivilow
here arc consistent with that viewpoint. We have suggested that functions
required to develop an effective national technical data program activity
be deleg. ted to existing institutions that appear realistically compatible

and quolified.

i. A Nationallx Eminent, Non-Governmental [nstitution Should
Create and Operate a National Advisory Council for Scientific
and Technical Data,

The Council's charter should provide for two principal functions. It
should be equipped to receive, evaluate, and, as it deems appropriate,
advocate views fron: the scientific and technological community relevant
to the hroad national interest in data management and handling. Secondiy,
it should be charged with the duty of performing a broad oversight review,
technical advisory, and policy formulation role for the key institutions
agsociated with the national data program. In both these roles, the
Counc:l should be viewed as the ultimate public advisor concerning aspects
of national da‘a programs that affect the present and futuse strength of
our national gcientific and technological program,

It is recommended that the structure of the Council be essentially that of
a consultative body. It should have a small permanent staff, which would
function as a secretariat for a number of advisory pancl4. The panels
should pirovide adequate representation for the experience and needs of
scientifir, technoiogical, and operational institutions concerned with
scientific and technical data. The panels should include (but not
necessarily be limited to) representation of:

- Discipline-research (scientific) data activities -
professional sccieties, research specialists, etc.,

- Developmental-mission data activities - including
relevant government agencies and their contractors,
industry associations, etc.;

- Applications-product data activitieg - manufacturers,
trade associations, public utilities, health institutions
and practitioners, etc.;

- General-purpose technical data activities - including
geophysical and other ambient-data activities, survey
and monitoring organizationg, the communities using their
data products, etc.;
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- Data-system technologies and activities - data-system
managers and specialists, hardware and software
institutions, information scientists, etc.

The National Council, its staff and panels would participate in develop-
ment of a National Scientific and Technical Data System Development
Flan. The Naticnal Academy of Sciences-Engineering would appear to
be onc institution possessing excellent potential to create and house the
National Council on Scientific and Technical Data.

2. A Scientific Data Program Office Should Be Fstablished in a
Basic-Science Oriented Element of the Executive Branch of
the Federal Governmert .

The activities of this office should fall into three principal areas, all of
whicl. would be supportive in character. The first of these would provide
funding support to data-owning tecnaical and professional institutions for
studics, development, and (when appropriate) continuing operation by the
institutions of scientific- as distinguished from technical-data efforts.
Funding mechanisms such as matching grants are suggested, to
induce the greatest feasible degree of planning initiative and operational
identifica.ion by the participating scientific ir:stitutions.

The second activity would be directed toward strengthening of the d.ta-
isage potentials of existing information services of the scientific com-
munities. %xamples are the generation of indexes 'o the data content
of existing documentatiun services, data-source referral services, and
similar data-oriented ancillary products or activities.

The third activity would support grant and coniract research addresced
to advancement of the working effectiveness of the Scientific Data
Program.

The administration of the Scientific Data Program calls for techniques
generally associated with the offices and agencies supporting basic
scientific research, except that institutions rather than individuals will
normally be the entities funded. The National Science Foundation will
be recognized as one agency possessing an appropriate existing charter
and significant experience for the recommended assignment
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3. A Technical Data Program Office Should be Established in a
Technical-Service-Oriented Element of the Executive Branch
of the Federal Government.

The same three functional activities recommended for the Scientific Data
Program Office are also recommended for this office, but technologically
criented organizations rather than scientific institutions would be the
principal cperating activities supported. The funding mechanisms for
developing da*a-system potentials of national value would be directed
toward commercially oriented technological institutions such as the
trade associations. Special dzta services developed out of existing
technological information resources (such as technical information
generated in the programs of government agencies) would be developed
by funding the data possessors, or operated through service contractors.
The Office should have a broad dissemination service charter for data,
comparable to the charter for technical document dissemination now
vested in the Clearinghouse for Federal Scientific and Technical
Information, but extending to non-federal, as well as federally generated
data.

It is anticipated that even in its third function of supporting research
directed to the advancement of the Technical ~Data Program, the bulk

of the actual research effort sponsored by the Technical- Data Program
should be performed by the data-owning institutions or by research con-
tractors. The requirements for direct research planning and supervision
by the Program Office staff appear relatively modest.

The Department of Comme rce has an existing basic charter to serve the
technological co.amunity, and several operational activities that make it
appear a well-qualified organization to consider for the recommended
assignment.

4, A Data Systems Technology Program Office Should Be Established
in an Element of the Executive Branch Possessing Expertise in the
Technical Specialties Involved.

The establishment of this office is recommended to provide an institu-
tional locus for leadership in development of techniques in the manage-
ment and handling of scientific and technical data. The staff of this
office wo d therefore have a more specific technical and programmatic
accountability for national state-of-the-art levels (somewhat similar to
ARPA's role in the military technology regime) than that associated with
the other offices whose establishment we have recommended. The Data
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Systems Technology Program Office would plan and conduct research,
development, and demonstration projects. Some of these would be per-
formed in-house, while others would be conducted under grant or contract.
For example, a demonstration project by a commercial publisher might
be co mmissioned, or a specialist organization employed to study an
aspect of research of interest to the Office. The Program should be
broad in its technical scope. It should include R&D on small-scale and
local systems and methods aiding the individual scientist and technologist
at his work-station, as well as work on larger, more complex, and more
sophisticated data-system concepts and techniques.

This office should coordinate standardization efforts relative to equip-
ments and handling methods used in scientific and technical data
systems. To disseminate the knowledge generated through its R&D
program, the Office should provide a suitable array & communication
modes, ranging from an active conference and publication program to
consultative and project services. A data systems technical information
center could also be operated or sponsored by this agency.

The Department of Commerce currently carries several continuing
technical assignments requiring the expertise called for by the program
activity we have proposed. Should the Data Systems Technology
Program Office be established in the National Bureau of Standards or
other office of the Department of Commerce, we would anticipate some
mutual reinforcement and benefit to result.

5. Mission-Oriented Agencies Should be Encouraged to Investigate
and Develop Data-Husbanding Practices Contributing to Both the
Institutional and National Levels.

The support programs described in Section VI of this report can provide
funds for data-management studies and demonstration projects that will
establish a more knowledgeable basis for optimal data practice in
mission-oriented agencies. Such studies may reveal places where
additional data-husbanding activity will be justifiable on a mission-
effectiveness basis. The size and technological sophistication of the
Federa' mission agencies provides a fertile field for a wide range of
such studies, including "data pool' interagency systems, identification
of institution-owned data classes justifying joint support from outside
using communities, and similar innovative approaches. COSATI,
together with the National Advisory Council on Scientific and Technical
Data, should encourage operational network tests extensive enough to
generate experimental evidence of the total payouts potentially obtainable
from data-handling systems operating on a national scale,
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6. The Professional Societies Should Initiate Data Program and
Systems Development Efforts and Related Studies, Pilot Demon-
strations, etc. to Improve Data Management and Handling in the
Communities Which They Serve.

The professional society is the primary steward of the languages of
science and technology, including the data languages. It gives prefer-
ential treatment in its formal information services (which are now
primarily the journals) to the more rigorously codified material
generated by its community. It is thus almost uniquely equipped to
undertake the leadership in basic studies and developments in its field
leading to formal articulations of data languages, development and
user testing of data indexes and compilations, and experiments with
new, data-oriented information services that are not derived from
intermediate publication formats. The potentialities for computer-
based technical data service practices also deserve early and intensive
study. Information service formats permitting the sale of information
units (as contrasted to the present tradition of selling the ''bundles"
represented by publication formats) may prove the economic key to

the society's capacity to maintain its traditional subject-comprehensive
service charter without incurring financial disaster or becoming a

de facto instrument of the Federal Government through major opera-
tional subsidies.

To the extent feasible, the data program development efforts of the
societies should be integrated or coordinated with a National Scientific
and Technical Data Program,

7. The Trade and Industry Associations Should Initiate Data
Programs and Systems Planning and Development Efforts
and Related Studies and Pilot Demonstrations, etc. to Improve
Data Management and Handling in the Communities Which They
Serve.

In serving technically specialized industrial communities, trade and
industry associations perform roles comparable to those played by
scientific and prciessional societies in their service to scientific
professions. Effective data management in this secter is as important
to the national interesi as it is for data classes encountered in society
activities. As noted in Recommendation 3 in this section, funding sup-
port from the Technical Data Program Office would be one substantive
means to stimulate interest and provide economic shelter for innovative
tests of methods for upgrading the husbandry of technical data. The
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trade associations are strategically located to contribute to Advisory
Council panels, particularly on resolutions of issues involving pro-
prietary/public interests in technical data systems. As an institutional
class, they are probably one of the most appropriate focal points for
coordinating technical data program developmental efforts and providing
operational service to the industrial sector.

8. Commercial publishers, data-processing services, and the com-
munications industry should be encouraged to advance the processing
arts and establish organizations and facilities capable of meeting
data-system service demands.

While the governmental and "societal" institutions must bear iauch of the
burden of planning and development of viable data systems, commercial
enterprise possesses the basic endowments for building and operating
mos t of the ""production plant" activities associated with data systems.
The technological skills of the industry can be employed through contrac-
tual relations in pioneering work requiring the development of novel
equipment, indexing, or processing arts. Experiments involving new
publication formats (e. g., offering the data content of a proprietary
handbook as a computer-based, reactive service, as well as in the
traditional printed form) could be assisted through underwriting support
from the Data Systems Technology Program Office (See Recommendation
4).

Commercial institutions generally appear the focal point for activities
where cost and profitability criteria are influential measures or con-
trollers of efficient performance, and where data activity provides
sound opportunities for attracting private investment. Therefore,
professional societies, trade asscciations, and Federal agencies should
make maximum use of commercial services, not only as consultants on
planning and development phases of data systems implementation, but
especially as operators of segments or all of data systems when they
are fully implemerted.

0

The National Science Foundation and Other Organizations Currently
Funding or Conducting Training and Educational Programs Should
Consider the Special Educational Needs of Data System Designers,
Operators, and Users.

Current programs directed to the education and training of information~
science or library specialists should be re-oriented to also accommodate

the needs of individuals oriented toward data management and dalu handling
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systems. Similarly, educational institutions and professional societies,
such as the American Society for Information Sdences, should increase
the number of institutes, seminars, conference sessions, etc. which
deal with data management and data handling systems.
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V1. IMPLEMENTATION OF RECOMMENDATIONS --
A TIME-PHASED PLAN

A series of recommendations concerning further study of scientific and
technical data system(s) concepts were presented in previous sections.
Most of these recommendations could be implemented independently;
however, as noted previously, a major deficiency of current efforts
toward data systems development is a lack of a means for coordination or a
focal point for integrative actions. Too frequently, when data systems of
the future are discussed it is in terms of fantasies of the year 2000 rather
than the actions to be taken in 1969, 1970, etc. This section embodies
our major recommendations in an integrated, time-phased plan. This
plan identifies a network of actions which constitute a desirable sequen-
cing of major steps and indicates sorie of the interdependencies among
the recommendations for study and implementation of national data
system(s) concepts.

A. Basic Considerations

As indicated in the introduction to this report, the Task Group has previ-
ously established three basic guidelines for effort directed to dev-lop-
ment of national scientific and technical information systems. These
guidelines were:

® There should be no disruption of existing information
channels;

® Account must be taken of widely differing capabilities
of existing systems and the realities of funding lcng-
established practices, rapid changes in information
technology, and the differing needs of various segmants
of the user communities; and

8 The Government cannot direct the private activities
that form a major element of the national information
capability--that it can only encouragea them {0 join
forces in a national system.

180, the Office of Science and Technology had previously enumerated
four desirable characteristics of national information systems. First,
the systems would minimize the duplication of human effort both in the
generation of data from research and development and in the handling
of information resulting from this effort. Second, national information
systems would require the establishment of certain standards for quality
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and form. Third, systems would not normally be operated by Federal
departments and agencies, although exceptions would be required in some
areas of science and technology. Fourth, the responsibility for national
system(s) would be fixed in one Federal department to focus attention

and effort on a specific set of objectives and activities.

Some of the basic questions examined in formulation of the recommended
plan included:

What are the principles which snould guide national
scientific and technical data system development
efforts?

How can the present situation be best illuininated
and analyzed to relate present operations and capa-
bilities to the overall objective of a more effective
use of our national scientific and technical data
resources ?

How can on-going efforts be promptly and effective-
ly synthesized into a more unified and systematic
total effort?

What new or additional programs cr systems will be
required to either identify requirements or develop
new means of serving existing needs?

What should be the functional purposes of new pro-
grams and systems?

What should be the relationship betw een the compon-
ents, both new and old, of thc total scientific and
technical dats program?

What controls are required to assure that the national
scientific and technical data program and related sys-
tems can be developed and operated effectively and
efficiently ?

The implementation plan proposed is based upon a belief that evolution
of an effective scientific and technica! data system must progress through
the following stages:

(1)

Development of an increased awareness and under-
standing of current scientific and technical data re-
sources, data management and data handling capa-
bilities, and data use factors by the many indivi duals
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and organizations who must participate in the future
planning, development, operation, and use of scientific
and technical data systems.

(2) Application of systematic planning and evaluation
methodologies to analyses of the data management and
data handling system requirements for individual com-
munities and between communities within science and
technology.

(3) Coordinated application of improved data handling
methods which

®  satisfy the higher priority functional service
requirements, especially those which are not
currently being served,

b o) ond DD D B D &

. ® make optimal use of available personnel skills,
equipment capabilities, and existing data re-
sources, and

®  are acceptably economical.

(4) Monitoring, evaluation. and refinement of data manage -
ment programs and data handling systems to maintain a
data system adequate to suppcrt national objectives for
scifnce and technology.

Efforts. t> date, by the Task Grcup on Narional Systems have been
directed almost exclusively to Stage 1 of the above sequence., The im-
plementation plan presented in this section extends this effort and out-
lines actions required *o move through the remaining stages of national
i data systems development. The plan is not hizhly prescriptive as to
*he configuration and functicnal structure of national data handling sys-
tems. Ra‘her, primary emphasis is given to identification of actrons

- which will evolve goals, competencies, and motivations which can be
integrated into a comprehensgive, yet decentralized program to achieve
optimum utility from our national scientific and technical data resource,
The recommended program should not, in fact cannot, be implemented
on a crash basis; neither can its implementation be delayed if the 1. S,
intends to mainrtain i*s position of preeminence in scien e and technology.
The plan is offered as a preliminary biueprint for establ:shment of a
National Scientific and Technical Data Program. If the recommended
plan is initiated in FY 1969, national sciontific and technical data sys-
tems could be a functional reality as earlv as FY 1975,
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B. General Plan

From the onset of this study, the search for effective means to develop a
national data management capability has captured the attention, and re-
mained the focal point of planning objectives. Study findings indicate

that a fresh approach to organization, new working relationships, a work-
ing appreciation for the apparent and subtle differences between the

data rnanagement needs of one community and another, and closer dia-
logue between the individuals and organizations involved are required

for improved national data management. The plan recommended is
intended to evolve a transcendence from the scale of individual or single-
organization level data management to a broader, cooperative national
program. It would be futile to attempt to escalate current efforts to a
national data management program before the goals and objectives of
such a program were firmly established and understood. An orderiy

and systemeatic step-by-step transition is necessary so that current
programs are not disrupted and so that the proper stimulus can be estab-
lished to evoke a responsive attitude among required participants. The
plan introdiuces the recomn.ended program in such a way that its develop-
ment will be user-oriented, that the program will be responsive to change,
and that timely modifications can be made during the transition from
current data management practices to those established by the National
Scientific and Technical Data Program.

study indicated that an effective data program must not only include both
government and non-government participants but should provide for
interaction of these two major classes of participants atall functional
levels within the planned program. The func'ic...l levels covered by the
plan are:

® Centralized programming functions,

8  Planning and coordinating functions. and

®  Development and operating functions.
The centralized programiming ‘unction consists of establishment of
policies, definition of pricrities, husbandry of legislative and budgetary
needs, and overal! review and cvaluation of program effectiveness.
This function would be coordirated by the Cffice of Science and Tech-

nology with consultation from the National Advisory Council for Scien-
tific and Technical Data.
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The coordinating and planning function consists of a systematic effort to
involve a larger segment, both government and non-government, of

the scientific and technological community in a cooperative planning
effort directed to upgrading of existing data services and systems and
to formulation of artions leading to improved future systems. The
National Advisory Council ior scientific and Technical Data and its

staff would coordinate the total planning effort with responaibility for
coordination of detailed level planning assigned to two program offices --
one for scientific data activities and one for technical data activities,
The National Advisory Council woulad maintain responsibility for inte-
g-ating the planning efforts of the two program offices, other organiza-
ticns such as the mission- oricnted government agencies, and its own
study results into a unified national preogram plan.

The development and operation function consists of implementation of
programs and plans. Initially, this function involves local study and
€xamination requir+d to evolve national program needs. In subsequent
phases nf the program, this funcrion involves the actual dev=lopment
and operation of data management and data handling systems. These
functions would be conducted by Jesignated agents within the vari~:s
scientific and technological communities. These agents might be pro-
tessional societies, trade asscciations, educational institutio.. -r
government agencies.

Figure VI-B-1 displavs the major features of the proposed implementation
plan. It rontains four sequential end evolutionary phases, each of

which 18 a prerequisite to succeeding phases and the ultimate objective.
The fellowing sections describe the plan and the sequence »f steps in-
velved in its execution. Description of the plan concenirates on the
centralized programming and the planning and coordination functions
because the plan, itself, is intended to cvolve a {urther definition of

the develuopment and operation functions. Also, both the schematic and
descriptions of the plan emphasize new programs and organizational
responsgibilities. However, it should he noted the continuation and im -
provement of current data handling oprrations is a vital part of the
recommended National S:ientific and Tcechnical Data ’rogram. The new
programs recommended are not intended to supplant existing operations
but to extend coordinated data management and data handling operations
to additional areas of science and {echnology and to provide a mcans for
coordination and improvetaent of existing p-cgrams and services.
Panels <! the National Advisory Ceuncil for “cientific and Technical

“Fold-out sheet at back of Report
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Dats provide a cha: nel to assure that existing programs such as those

of mission-orienteu government agencies and agencies currently involved
in collection of general purpose scientif' ~ data, have an effective voice
in the development of national program plans. It is equally as important
to note that the Panels also provide opportunity for inputs from commer-
cial publishers and other non-government interests.

C. Phasing of the Plan

Figure VI-B-I"depicts the implementation plan as consisting of four
phases, oniy three of which are detailed. The final phase, which is sys-
tems operation, obviously cannot be prescrited at this time.

Phase I - National Scientific and Technical Data Program Definition.

This phase, extending for one year, can be viewed as consisting of two
sub-phases. The first sub-phase essentially consists of establishment

of the organizatior structure required to implement the plan. The second
sub-phase is devoted to a more explicit definition of the program plan.

The first sub-phase is initiated by review of the recommendations in this
report by the Task Group, COSATI, and other advisory bodies to OST
and the FCST. Assuming general approval of the recommendations,
OST would initiatc efforts to formally establish the National Scientific
and Technical Data Program. This would involve coordination with
affected Federal Agencies, the National Academy of Science - National
Academy of Engineering, and exploration of the requirements for
Executive and/or Congressional actions required to establish the Pro-
gram. The two Federal agencijes most affected, the Department of
Commerce and the National Science Foundation, each are curreatly
operating under specific legislation relative to facilitating the utiliza-
ticn of scientific and technical information by the non-government seg-
ments of science and technology. Pertinent legislation includes Public
Laws507 and 776, both passed by the 81st Congress, and Title IX of
the National Defense Education Act of 1958, However, new legislation
may be required either to establish specific authority for cost-sharing
between these departments and non-government organizations or to
establish a stronger justification for program funding.

Major agnizationzl structuring steps to be taken during this sub-phase
include establishment of a Scientific Data Program Office in the National
Science Foundation, and a Technical Data Program Office in the Depart-
ment of Commerce, creation of a Data Systems Technical Information
Center to support the Program, and the organization of the National
Advisory Council for Scientific and Technical Data. Figure VI-C-1

*Fold-out sheet at back of Report.
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displays these organizational elements of the Plan and their relation-
ship to other elements of the National Scientific and Technical Data
Program,

Another important preparatory action will be the establishment of mini-
mum budgets for data management activities within each of the Federal
Agencies performing scientific or technical research and development.

The initial sub-phase would culminate with a White House Conference
designed to inform the U.S. scientific and technological community
concerning the Program and to enlist cooperation in its development.

The second sub-phase involves development of the National Scientific
and Technical Data Program Plan. During this period, each of the
major organizational elements of the Program would formulate and
contribute inputs to the Plan. Both the Scientific Cata Program Office
and the Technical Data Program Office would further define their pro-
gram objectives and establish procedures for selecting and establishins;
priorities among scientific and technical data activities to be included
in their programs. Simultaneously, other Federal Agencies would
identify the data management and handling projects within their res-
pective agencies which would be coordinated with the National Pro-
gram, These projects would be identified at the earliest possible

date so that their interface with the National Program could be
defined.

During 'his sub-phase, the National Council for Scientific and Techni-
cal Data would assemble a staff and establish contact with representa-
tives of the various scientific and technological communities. Specialist
panels would be selected and the panels would formulate inputs to the
National Scientific and Technical Data Program Plan.

Phase I would be terminated by the joint issuance of the National Scien-
tific and Technical Data Program Plan by the Office of Science and
Technology and the National Advisory Council for Scientiric and Tech-
nical Data.

Phase II - Formulation of the National Data System Development Plan,
This phase of two years duration is vital to the proposed plan, It is
during this period that requirements for data management and data
handling systems will be critically reviewed both at the local and
national level., Simultaneously, developmental and prototype tests
will be conducted to ascertain the adequacy of equipments and methods
to meet data management and handling requirements.

VI-8
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During this period, the Scientific Data Program Office and the

Technical Data Program Office will be pursuing two activities. First,
they will each select a limited number of scientific or technological
communities to participate in Federally supported data system planning
and development programs. Funds will be provided to a selected organi-
zation within the community for evaluation of data management require-
ments of the community and formulation of a data system development
plan responsive to these requirements. The selected organization
within each community will be required to obtain the cooperation and
participation of other institutions in the community and will be required
to follow general planning guidelines established by the Data Program
Office. The latter requirement is intended to facilitate review of the
plans and to permit study of similarities and differences of requirements
from community to community. It is anticipated that an inventorying

or indexing of the data resource of the community quite likely will be a
part of the procedure employed to ascertain data management require-
ments. A second activity of each Program Office will be support of
prototype efforts to develop methods or to initiate services which offer
unusual potential for improving the management, dissemination, or use of
data within specific scientific communities. These prototype tests would
be selected not only to alleviate specific problems but also to identify
those methods and services which should be considered for implementa-
tion on a broader scale. For example, the Technical Data Program
Office might explore the utility to commercial food processing firms of a data
resource referral service which provided access to data files created

by the activities of the Department of Agriculturc, DOD Quartermaster
operations, etc. The Scientific Data Program Office might explore the
feasibility of creating an index to the data content of the journals serving
a given community of researchers, All of these prototype services
would be carefully monitored to ascertain their potential application to
national systems.

Whereas the Scientific Data Program OUffice and the Technical Data
Program Office would direct their support largely to specific communi-
ties, a concurrent program centered within the Department of Commerce
would support tests of new methods and services broadly applicable

to the data management requirements of several scientific or techno-
logical communities. This program would emphasize the adaptation

of computer and other technologies to data handling functions,

During this phase, non-government organizations would begin to play an
increasing role in formulation of the National Data Program. Pro-
fessional societies, trade associations and other appropriate organiza-
tions would apply to the Scientific Data Program Office or Technical
Data Program Office for planning grants for their communities. Once
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gelected as the designated organization and awarded a planning grant,
the professional society, trade association, etc. would coordinate the
evaluation and planning effort, making sure to provide for participation
of all interested groups in the community. The designated agency would
culminate its particpation in this phase of the program by submission

of a data system development plan to the sponsoring Data Piogram
Office. This development plan would be formulated specifically to

meet the requirements of the community and might be highly complex
or simple, and might require extensive or little change in current

data management and handling practices in the community.

During this phase, the National Advisory Council for Scientific and
Technical Data, its staff and panels would be studying inter-community
data management and data handling requirements. In addition, these
bodies would be formulating plans for integrating appropriate data
management and data handling efforts into a national program. These
efforts would terminate in the joint issuance with the Office of Science
and Technology of a National Data Systems Development Plan. This
plan would integrate findings from prototype tests of methods and ser-
vices as well as the system development plans generated by individual
scientific and technological communities. It would also integrate
findings from operations and analyses conducted by the mission-oriented
agencies of the Federal Government. Since these data handling opera-
tions are intimately associated with on-going research and development
efforts anc would have a longer operating history than any of those
initiated and tested under sponsorship of this Program, their contribu-

tion to formulation of the National Systems Development Plan should be
substantial.

Phase III - Development of National Systems. This phase of three years
duration will test the feasibility of national data system development.
During this period, several systems will be under development concur-
rently and will undoubtedly differ substantially as to structure and
functional purposes. Each of the Data Program Offices will be con-
tributing to support of development of full-scale data handling systems
to serve specific communities of scientific or technological activity.

A significant part of the activity during this phase of the Program will
be devoted to development and testing of methods and facilities for
serving the data i.andling needs of specific communities. These facili-
ties may be centralized or decentralized depending on the needs of

the community served. However, considerable attention will be given
to questions of standardization to assure an optimization of compatibility
between all systems being developed as part of the National Scientific
and Technical Data Program, The National Advisory Council will study
standardication requirem:nts and make recommendations *~ "
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promulgated through the Data Program Offices.

Whereas the development effort within specific scientific or technological

communities will be largely evolutionary, the development efforts

within Federal Agencies will be increasingly integrative especially in
the area of general purpose data collection. Through its appropriate
Panels, the National Advisory Council will continue to study and

develop plans for consolidation of the data activities of Federal Agencies
wherever it can be shown that such consolidation would result in more
effective national use of the data resource.

The development phase will be terminated by a review of development
and integration efforts. This review by OST and the Na'ional Advisory
Council will precede the shift of systems from developmental to
operational status.

Phase IV - Operation of National Systems. This phase of the Program
will increasingly involve non-government organizations for it is hoped
that many such organizations will voluntarily participate in the Program
without requiring government support of development operations. This
should become increasingly feasible as effective methods are developed
and the benefits accruing from data system development are demon-
strated. It should be noted, however, that it will probably be a con-
siderable period before the Federal Government can terminate its
support of data system development efforts. In fact, it can be antici-
pated that even after the first scientific and technological communities
reach an operational status with their systems, other communities will
not yet have initiated determination of data management requirements.

D. Special Implementation Considerations

1. Fiscal Factors: In the previous sections of this report, current
technical data activity has been characterized, key problems and oppor-
tunities identified, informed judgments concerning national systems
aspects marshalled, and specific policies and actions recommended.

A national data program that embodies these recommendations has

been articulated and a phased plan for its implementation has been
structured. If this plan is placed in effect promptly and supported at
the level recommended, it can be expected to yield operational data-
system activity, nationally significant in its volume and character,

by 19785.
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Within the Federal R&D program activity, * the means exist to create
virtually overnight a major shaping force for future national data
systems. It can be implemented by adoption of our recommendation
that each agency allocate a designated minimum percentage of its
budget to husbandry of the data generated by the program. Based

on the suggested '"tithing'' criteria of 10% for basic research programs,
15% for applied research, and 5% for developmental programs, an '
activity level in the Federal agencies of approximately $1. 35 billion
per year would thereby be identifiable as related to the National Scientific
and Technical Data Program approximately chree years after the
Program was initiated.

It should be appreciated that this effort level is a relatively modest
fraction of the estimates othershave made of data activities in

Federal programs. For illustration, activities associated with general-
purpose data collection are estimated as over $400 million annually:
DOD data-activity costs are variously estimated as between $2 and $3
billion annually. The program and reporting accountability suggested

in this recommendation therefore should impose minimal burdens on
programs containing any reasonable present level of data-husbanding
activity.

An estimated $71. 8 million of '"'new'' money, or about 0.4% of the R&D
budget, will be required initially to fund the national-level planning,
development, and support offices of the Program. Fur !ings should be
expected to increase appreciably over the initial 6-year period covered
by the recommended implementation plan. It is expected that a

$100 million budget level would be reached by the sixth year and

would then recede to the initial budget level which would then be main-
tained for a number of years. A breakdown of the budgetary allocations
considered appropriate for the second year of the plan follows:

$ Million
National Advisory Council 2.5

Scientific Data Program Office
(50%) Data system development
program (matching funds) 1
(30%) Special data services
(10%) Supporting research
(10%) Administration
(100%) Total 3

Njw w o
ol w o o

*Federal Funds for Research, Development, and Other Scientific Activi-
ties, Fiscal Years 1966, 1967 and 1968, Volume XVI: National Science

Foundation, NSF 67-189,
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Technical Data Program Office
(4G%) Data system development program $ 8,24
(40%) Special data clearinghouse service 8.24

(10%) Supporting research 2.06
(10%) Administration 2,06
(100%) Total $20.60
Data Systems Technology Program Office 16. 0
TOTAL $71.80

These activity levels are believed sufficient to establish a program
activity that has some reasonable chance of producing meaningful
development actions at the national level, We think it particularly
important that the Program, from the beginning, begin to function
as a facilitator of advancement in data-management activity in major
data-producing and data-using institytions. It will be noted that the
"new-money'’ level proposed is intended to facilitate such develop-
ments nationally, and also that it totals only 5% of the Federal data
activities to be identified and accounted for by the National Scientific
and Technical Data Program.

As a matter of somewhat incidental interest, initial funding for the
Scientific Data Program was established as 0. 5% of the basic and
applied research budget of the Federal Government. The Technical
Data Program fund w8 established as 0.2% of the development
budget, and the Data Systems Technology Program as 0. 1% of the
total Federal R&D budget.

Over the 6-ycar development cycle projected, the functional efforts
of the National Program will fluctuate appreciably in scale and
character. Figure VI-D-1 reflects a current estimate of the magni-
‘ude and peattern of these changes through to the point characterized
by continuously operating systems.

As inferred previously, the initial year or Phase I of the Plan will
require only a small amount of funding. Such funds can probably be
obtain®d from existing agency tudgets for FY 1969, The second
year of the Plan, FY 1970, would represent the initial year for
specific funding for the Program. From this initial level, the
amount of funds expended in the Program would increase much more
rapidly than the funds tudgeted specifically for implementation of
the Plan. Some of these funds would be contributed by non-governr-
ment participants in the form of matching contributions to program
costs. A much larger increase would result from identification and
coordination of other Federal Agency data management and handling

VI-13

PR

L e

VS,




Sclence Communication
2 C 20C 07
(COSATT Data Syvstems Study
tinal deport - F44620-67-C-0022

L T T
K =t

30 April 1963

PHASE
O SressTION PuASE ! PUASE X PHASE I PHASE IX
PROGRAMN v PL ANNING 1r WEPLE 1T 4 TATION L
L EHENT MATIONAL DATA BATIONAL BATA NATIONAL BATA | mamomAL DaATA

PROGAAN YITOa) CONCEPT| sYITEN sYsTEM

DEPIHTION LW T 4O SEVELIPHENT SAHMATION

3 YEARS CONTIIVOUS
u';“c, 1| YEAR 2 YLARS
RELATIVE LEVEL o EFFORT by FPUNMCTION

aumy > ' .
PLASELINSG B
C COROMAT FON t to 0 20
R INENT N
8 OPERATING 0 10 100 >8C)

®Aryitrerily dosigneted es |

FIGURE VI-D-1

RELATIVE EFFORT LEVELS IN THE FOUR

PHASES OF THE RECOMMENDED NATIONAL DATA PROGRAM

VI-14

R T T



R
| 1
L
1
1
!
i

Science Communication ’
Washington, D. C. 200 07 o

COSATI Data Systems Study

Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

activities with the new elements of the National Data Program to be
established in accordance with this Plan. The latter aggregation of
existing Federal data activities will account for much of the increase
in the level of implementing and operating effort shown for Phase IV in
FigureVI-D-1.,

2. Technical Factors: The discussions and recommendations of this
volume employ the simple term ''data’’ for what is clearly evident from
Volume II as extremely dynamic and diverse congeries of fact-matter
within the national and international patterns of scientific and techno-
logical activity. This diversity must be dealt witl realistically as the
National Scientific and Technical Data Program is implemented. Broad-
ly, it constitutes an underlying reality that cautions against approacheg
that can founder by being too inflexible.

Some of the technical and economic factors that significantly affect
implementation concepts are:

® Physical growth of a specific data body calls for pro-
gressive change in data-management methods. Tech-
nologically desirable "housekeeping' of the body may
call for special assistance to the data-handlirg insti-
‘utions implementing the transition from one stage to
the next.

® Intellectual growth of a subject field requires a con-
tinual housekeeping effort on terminology, a respor-
sibility traditional to the professional scciety. In
addition, a fieid will sometimes go through a revo-
lutionary reform in its conceptual structures, as the
field of chemistry did when the phlogistor theory was
overthrown, or when key metnodologies such as ins-
trumental chemical analysis began to repiace 'wet”
methods. The work requircd to reform data langu.:ges
and struciures, and i» generate new data bodias can
be imassive under such circumstances, and at times
will justify {mplemeuting aid. Technologytrangfer
program activily is s sphere of current inportance
tnat may gene:ate need for translational dictionaries
and sim..ar tocls highly relevant to the data program.

® Growth or diversification of the pnpulation using a
data body. o1 a shift in its demand patterns, is ano-
ther facior that can generate new implenientation
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requirements for data service. For example, high-
technology practices have created new demands and
also provide potential new support for more rigorously
validated data resources and more responsive services
than have been traditionally demanded.

3. Sociological Factors: Sociological factors affecting implementation
are probably more controlling than the technical and economic factors.
Probably the most powerful one, fear that new data programs will
compete with or weaken existing systems, is too familiar to need
elaboration here. There are, however, some we can identify as speci-
fic and probably important within the scientific and technological com-
munity existing today:

® The community does not, in general, differentiate
the data activity and the potentials for improved data
activities and systems, from information activity as
a whole., Data-oriented discussions, however, have
readily awakened awareness and frequently strong
enthusiasm, We have the sense of a strong latent
recognition of the potentialities in breaking new
ground with data programs. The essentially fallow
ground now existing requires at least a modest educa-
tional cultivation. However, a thoughtfully framed
program dropped intc the present near-vacuum may
thereby gain adherents much more rapidly than if it
had to find its place among a diffuse array of pre-
existing,inevitably competitive activities.

8 Major data programs will produce more conscious
recognition within the community of the potentialities
for technological use of scientific data. They should
have the effect of promoting science-based technolog-
ical approaches, and of stimulating work within the
community on better-codified terminology linkage
between scientific and technological languages. In
inplementing the data program, important benefits
should result by drawing the community into the
language-codification activities required to create
adequate intellectual control of the data-handling
systems that will be developed.
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® The typical scientist and technologist has not been
accustomed to view technical tools such as his data
resources as also being a national resource. In
part, this is the result of the phenomenological
nature of most scientific and technological data,
whose nationally significant attributes principally
associate with their management rather than their
substance,

4. Priority and Incentive Factors: The supply of development support
funds provided for the Scientific Data Program and the Technical Data
Program can be expected to prove much smaller than the demands
made on them for data program development cost sharing. This
situation should promote sound and vigilantly administered support
commitments. It should also constitute an important educational
exposure for Program specialists whose advice would normally be
sought when major system priorities are under discussion.

A source of genuine expe.  ‘se must be developed during the early years
of the Program tc prepare for the crucial decisions when operational
system priorities must be weigched. The complexity of these considera-
tions has become strikingly arparent in this exploratory study: as

more is learned, we expect further complexity to become evident.

We also expect that sound rationales can be developed for identifying

the significant value elements of a proposed data system development
program. Figure VI-D-2 displays a coarse characterization of the

data activities in the science-technology fields examined in this

project study. They have been characterized by factors we believe

are significant when evaluating the benefits expected to accrue from data
system development efforts and expenditures.

Refinement of methods for establishing priorities and optimizing return
on data system development expenditures constitutes a critical require-
ment if the National Scientific and Technical Data Program is to be
implemented efficiently. At least initially, however, the selection of
areas for program development can probably be made on the basis of
less systematic and mous e intuitive bases. For example, the compe-
tence of the individuals or organizations applying for Federal support
could easily become the over-riding consideration, for currently high
competence in data system development is exceeding scarce. In order
to attract the best available data system development competencies,

it may be desirable to publicize the Program under a designation such
as Project Dataphore. This title would emphasize the increased
functional utility for data which is the main objective for the proposed
Program and National System Development Plan.
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EXHIBIT I-1

ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE
OF THE COMMITTEE ON
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INFORMATION
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EXHIBIT I-2

CHARTER FOR TASK GROUP
ON NATIONAL SYSTEM(S)
FOR SCIENTIFIC AND
TECHNICAL INFORMATION
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FEDERAL COUNCIL FOR SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
L]
COMMITTEE ON SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INFORMATION

CHARTER

for
Task Group on National System(s)
for Scientific and Technical Information

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The Task Group will:

1. Undertake those investigations needed to (a) inventory
and evaluate the resources (people, libraries and other
services, equipment, materials and funds) currently
being utilized in national and other domestic scientific
and technical information activities, and (b) ascertain
the information needs of users such as: scientists,
engineers, managers, practitioners, and the tech-
nical public, as individuals and as groups, in and out
of the government.

2. Based upon these and other findings, prepare recom-
mendations and plans for the development of national
information system(s) to include action for government
agencies, suggestions for actions by the private sector,
and steps to move from current to advanced information
systems.

APPROACH AND SCOPE

The Task Group will undertake such studies as are necesgsary to provide
requisite knowledge for its deliberations. Becsuse of the varied interests
and specialized knowledge of groups not directly represented on the Task
Group, such as librarians, abstracting services, commercial publishers,
and professional societies, it is the intent of the Task Group to call on
representatives of such outside groups for information and suggestions.
An illustrative list of problem areas inciudes:

1. Determine why and how the scientist, practitioner,
manager, and the technical public assimilate and use
technical information and identify trends that in prac-
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tice and v.nder certain environmental conditions may
change these use patterns.

Examine the relationships between producers, processors,
wholesalers, retailers, users, and systems of scientific
and technical information. The study should seek to
obtain vach data as numbers of each type involved, size

of operation, characteristics, trends, problems, econo-
mics, efficiency of effort, and education and training
requirements. Both present and future aspects should

be analyzed and evaluated.

Identify and evaluate a series of independent proposals for
scientific and technical information systems presented in
the last few years, considering for application those ele-
ments which appear to have immediate or future value for
advanced information systems.

Analyze present and proposed national information systems
whicli range from centralized to decentralized for costs,
performance, resource requirements, impact, copyright
and proprietary right problems, and methods of financing.

Examine other information systems in operation or under
development of sufficient importance to the scientific and
technical information community to warrant close coor-
dination.

Cunsider the development of national informatior systems
in relation to international scientific and technical informa-
tion trends and patterns.

Review the state-of-the-art pertaining to equipmerts,

facilities, techniques, organizations, as rejated to
existing and potential national information system(s).

1-2(8)
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PARTIAL GLOSSARY
FOR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL DATA ACTIVITIES

Many of the current difficulties in scientitic and technical data management
and system development efforts result from an inability to conduct precise
and effective communications concerning the subject. Individuals, offices,
and organizations frequently use a customized vocabulary with special
connotations for each word. A means is needed to formulate an appropri-
ate set of terms and definitions, and to encourage their acceptance and use
throughout the scientific and technical community.

Although it was not an expressed objective of this study effort to formulate
a scientific and technical data nomenclature, a partial vocabulary did
evoive from the study. To a large extent, the terms had been previously
conceived and ducumented by other individuals or groups. In addition, a
limited number of terms and connotations were formulated to facilitate
conduct and reporting of this study.

The following terms and definitions are representative of those informally
developed during the conduct of the study. These and other definitions
developed and used in the study are suggested as a focal point or basis

for future development of a recommended nomenclature for scientific and
technical data activities. Implementation of an effective nomenclature
system would be an appropriate step toward a more systematic and effec-
tive management of scientific and technical data activities, Ehe Depart-
ment of Defense Technical Data and Standardization Glossary, whick in-
corporates many definitions from previous glossaries prepared by COSATI
and other groups, was a primary vesource in developing the following list.

—

* Technical Data and Standardization Glossary, Office of the Assistant
Secretary (Installations and Logistics), Department of Defense,
December, 1965, TD-2. 21 p.

1-3 (3)
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PARTIAL GLOSSARY

FOR SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL DATA ACTIVITIES

APPLICATIONS DATA:

Data utilized in the production,
operation, and maintenance of end
items of equipment, material, pro-
ducts, and operating systems of all

types.

APPLICATIONS-PRODUCT DATA
ACTIVITIES:
The management and handling of
data associated with the application
of scientific and technical knowledge,
material and/or techniques to the
production, operation, and mainten-
ance of end items of equipment,
material products, and operating
systems ci all types.

CHARACTERISTICS (OF DATA):

Attributes which are germane to
a given bit of data or are descrip-
tive of a class of data. Typical
characteristics of data include de-
gree of refinement, (raw, reduced,
evaluated, etc.), accuracy, preci-
sion, volume, rate of obsolescence,
etc.

DATA:

Quantitative or qualitative rep-
resentations cf properties, charac-
teristics, or attributes of objectuy,
events, measurements, or obaer-
vations,

DATA ACTIVITIES:

Any operaiions involving the
management or handling of scien-
tific or technical data. Data

I-3(4)

activitiea subsume both the formal
and informal data effcrts conducted
to facilitate the generation, hand-
ling or use of scientific or technical
data,

DATA-DOCUMENT:

A document which contains prin-
cipally factual information or data,
rather than conceptual information.

DATA EFFORT:

An organized activity which serves
to facilitate the transfer of scienti-
fic and technical data from the gen-
erator to the user or from one to
another of the intermediaries be-
tween the generator and the user.
Functions of data efforts include col-
lertion, reduction, evaluation, trans-
mission, extraction, storage, re-
trieval and dissemination of data.

DATA HANDLING:

The processing of data and its
transmission from the sourcc to the
user. Data handling excludes the
creation and use of data.

DATA HANDLING SYSTEM:

An assembly of procedures, per-
sonnel and equipment iateracting to
perform data operations such as re-
cording, reduction, transmission,
extrcction, manipulation, storage,
retrieval, formatting, and dissemi-
nat.on. Data handling operations are
primarily conducted either to facil-
itate interaction anc evaluation of
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data by the generator of the data,
or to facilitate the flow or transfer
of the data from the generator to
the user, either directly or indi-
rectly.

DATA MANAGEMENT:

Those policies, procedures and
actions used for coordinating and
directing e:forte to determine data
needs, generate data, and handle
data in a manner which permits op-
timal use and conservation. Data
management is performed by all
levels of participants in science and
technology and is facilitated by data
management programs and data
handling systems.

DATA PROGRAM:

A plan or scheme of action de-
signed for the accomplishment of a
definite data management or data
handling objective which is specific
as to the time-phasing of the work to
be done and the means proposed for
its accomplishment,

DATA PROJECT:

Any identifiable study, task, com-
ponent, system or program, directly
applicable to data management and
handling, such as data preparation,
acquisit on, storage, retrievai, re-
production, display, exchange, dis-
semination, utilization and system
or progran development or opera-
tion.

DATA RESOURCE:

The wealth 1epresented by data;
the aggregate supply or source of
data.

1-3 (5
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DATA SCIENTIST:

A person informed in the field of
data science who is capable of ob-
serving, measuring, and describing
the behavior, properties, and flow
of data; and who, through research,
advances its understanding and use.
The data scientist engages in data
science per se; whereas a data spe-
cialist engages in data activities
concerning a specialized subject,

DATA SPECIALIST:

A person primarily engaged in
the management or handling of data
in a particular field such as human
engineering or solid.state physics.
A librarian or documentalist, by
way of contrast, devotes his efforts
to document control and reference
services.

DISCIPLINE RESEARCH DATA
ACTIVITIES:

The management and handling of

data asgzociated with research which

is primarily directed toward achiev-

ing greater knowledge or understand-

ing of certain subject matter.

DOCUMENT:

A record of data, or of a concept,
presented ir any form from which
information can be derived, e.g., a
page containing data, a graphic rep-
resentation; a tape recording,or a
book.

FORMAL DATA EFFORT:

A data effort which has a recog-
nizaltle structure, name, staffing or
other definable attribute, and which
tuncticns to hundle data by formal
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means. Examples of formal data
efforts include data collection net-
works, data-document depositories,
etc,

FORMAT (OF DATA):

The mode of representation used
in recording, storing, retrieval,
transmitting or presenting data.
Format defines the sequence of sym-
hols or sets of symhols used to
represent data.

GENERAL PURPOSE DATA
ACTIVITIES:
The management or handling of data
in » context which is neither an in-
tegral part of a scientific or tech-
nical effort nor serves as a direct
support for specific scientific or
technical efforts. Such activities
frequently collect or organize data
which subsequently finds application
in scientific or technical efforts.

INFORMATION:

An elaboration of, description of,
or extension of data. Knowledge
communicated or received.

MISSION-DEVELOPMENTAL DATA
ACTIVITIES:
The management and handling of
data associated with the practical
application of scientific or techni-
cal knowledge, material, and/or
techniques directed toward a solu-
tion to an existent or anticipated
technological requirement.

NATIONA . DATA RESOURCE:

The coilective data wealth of a
country, or its means of producing
wealth :n the torm of data.

1-3(6)
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PRIVATE DATA:

Data for which the ownership rights
are held by an individual o¢ organi-
zation which prefers to retain the
data in security, or strictly for pri-
vate use.

PROPRIETARY DATA:

Data for which the ownership rights
are held by an individual or organi-
zation who will sell or otherwise per-
mit controlled use of the data. In
many cases, proprietary data are
copyrighted.

PUBLIC DATA:

Data which are in the public do-
main and can be used without consi-
deration of ownership rights.

SCIENTIFIC DATA:

Data generated by research or
other study employing the scientific
method. Scientific data are normal-
ly generated by discipline-oriented
research activity, but are applied in
all phases of scientific and techno-
logical activit;.

SCIENTIFIC DATA HANDLING
SYSTEM:
A set of data handling operations by
which data are processed and trans-
ferred in connection with discipline-
oriented research aztivities. Scien-
tific data handling systemrs facilitate
the maintenance of the knowlec ge
structure of a science or discipline.
A major fur ction of this system is
validation of new measurements ard
establishment of relationships be-
tween nrew data and the pre-ex:sting
datx base
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TECHNICAL DATA:

Data generated as a result of the
practical application of knowledge,
material and/or techniques directed
toward a solution to an existent or
anticipated technological require-
ment.

TECHNICAL DATA HANDLING
SYSTEM:

A set of data handling operations by

which data are processed and trans-

mittea from originator to the tech-

nologist user. It is by means of

the technical data system that the

coupling of basic research to devel-

opment and application is achieved.

1-3(7)
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SELECTED READING LIST

During the past several -‘ears, relatively little study and examination
has been directed specifically to scientific and technical data manage-
ment and data handling systems. Rather, most existing study docume.ts
treat the broader questions of scientific and technical information
systems. Consequently an individual cegiring to familiarize himself
with the currert situation. concerning scientific and technical data acti-
vities should read both the few documents specifically directed to data
activities and a selected set of the documents which deal with the
broader concept of information activities.

The following listing constitutes a set of documents which the reader
could use to retate this Report to the views of leading data system
specialists. findinge of previous studies, current system development
efforts, and future data system potentials. The listing consists of
three sections--Part A, General; Part B, Descriptions of Current and
Evolving Systems; and Part C, Data Systems--State of the Art.

A. General

1. Air Force/Industry Data Management Symposium Proceedings,
Ballistics Systems Divigion, Norton Air Force Base, California.
Conference held September 28, 29, and 30, 1965, Beverly Hills,
California. AD 626 032.

2. American Institute of Physica, ""Toward National Information
Networks'' -- a selection of reprints from Physica Today,
Washington, D. C., Vol. 198, No. 1, January 1968, 15 pp.

3. American Library Association, The Library and Information
Networks of the Future, Chicago, 1963. AD 401 347.

4. Averbach Corporation, DoD User Needs Study Phase I, Vols. | and
I, Philadelphia, Pa.. May 14, 1985, Final Technical Report
1151-TR-3, AD 615 501 and AD 615 502

5. Brock, Clifton, "The Quiet Crisis in Government Publishing, " in

Ccllgle and Research Libraries, Vol. 28, No. 8, November 1965, P
pp. 477-489.

I-4 {3)
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6. Cahn, Julius N., A System of Information Systcms, U.S. Senate,

10.

11.

12.

13.

Committee on Government Operations, Subcommittee on Recrgani-
zation and International Organizations, presented at Fourth Institute
on Information Storage and Retrieval, American Umversity, School
of Government and Public Administration, Washington, D. C.,
February 12, 1962, 21 pp.

Committee on Scientific and Technical Information (COSATI) of the
Federal Council for Science and Technology, The Copyright Law
as it Relates to National Information Systems and National Programs--

a Study by the Ad Hoc Task Group on Lega: Aspects Involved in
National Information Systems, Washington, D C , July 1967,
PB 175 618.

Committee on Scientific and Technical Information (COSATI) of the
Federal Council for Science and Technology, Progress of the United
States Government in Scientific and Technical Information, Washing-
ton, D.C., 1966, 35 pp. PB 176 535.

Cuadra, Carlos A., Ed.. Annual Review of Information Science and
Technology, Vol. 1, New York, John Wiley and Sons, 1866.

DOD/NSIA Technical Information Symposium for Management
Proceedings, Statler Hilton Hotel, Los Angeles, California, May
26-27, 1965.

de Solla Price, Derek J., '"'Communication in Science: The Ends--
Philosophy and Forecast.”' Reprinted from Ciba Foundation
Symposium on Communication in Science: Documentation and
Automation, 1967, pp. 199-209. (Edited by Anthony de Reuck and
Julie Knight. Published by J. & A. Churchill Ltd., London.)

Dunn. Edgar 8., Jr., Review of Proposal for a National Data Center,
Office of Statjatical Standards, Bureau of the Budget. Fxecutive
Office of the President, Washing*on, D C.. December 1965,
Statistical Evaluation Report No. 6.

Graham. Warren R., Exploration of Oral/informal Technical
Communications Behavior. American Institutes for Regearch,
Silver Spring. Marvland, March, 1967, 61 pp.

-4 )
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14. Hall, R.M.S., "The Developmen* of the United Kingdom Data

15.

16.

17,

18.

19.

20.

.

Program, " Office for Scientific and Technical Information,
State House, London, England, Journal of Chemical Documenta-
tion, Vol. 7, No. 1, February 1967, pp. 18-20.

Henderson, Madeline M., et al., Coo ration, Convertibility,
and Compatibility Among Informs*ion Systems: A Literature
Review, National Bureau of Standards, NBS Misc. Pub. 276,
Washington, D.C., U.S. Government Printing Office, 1966.

Hornig, Donald F., "Cormunications and Civilization, " Federal
Council for Science and Technology, in IEEE Spectrum, May
1966, pp. 43-46. Address presented at the IEEE International
Convention, New York, N.Y., March 23, 1966.

Hoshovsky, A.G., and Album, H. H., "Toward a National
Technical Information System, '' Headquarters, Office of Aero-
space Research, USAF, and Dept. of Mechanical Engineering,
Stanford University, AFIT Prcgramr, in American Documentation
October 1965, pp. 313-322.

Huntoon, R D., The Measurement System of the United States,
Inptitute for Basic Standards, National Bureau of Standaris,
Washington, D.C., 1968, 10 pp.

Kochen, Manfred, Ed., The Growth of Knowle : Readings or

Organization and Retrieval of Information, John Wiley and Sons,

Inc.. New Yc:-k, 1967, 394 pp.

Knox, William T., "Toward National Information Networks:
1. The Governmen' Makes Plans,' Federal Council for Science
and Technology. Cummittee on Scientific and Technical Informa-

tion, in Physics Today, January 1966, pp. 39-44.

Knox, William T.., "National Informatior Networks and Special
Lidbraries, " Office of Science and Technology. Executive ffice

of the President, Washington. D. C., in Special Lidbraries.
November 1968, pp. 627-830.

Licklider, J. C.R., Libraries of the Future, Cambridge. Mass. -
Massachusetts Institute of Technology Press. 1965

-4 49
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23.  Mikhaylov, A.l, et al , Organization of Scientific and Technical

24.

25.

26.

27.

2.

9.

30

Information in the Communist World, Translation from the

Russian, Aerospace Technology Division, Library of Congress,
Washington. D. ., January 24, 1966, 88 pp. AD 627 802.

National Academy of Sciences-National Research Council,
Communication Systems and Resources in the Behavioral

Sciences, a Report by the Committee on Information in the
Behavioral Sciences, Division of Behavioral Sciences, Washington,
D.C., 1967, 67 pp. Publication 1575.

National Academy of Sciences-National Research Council,
Division of Medical Sciences, '"'Communication Problems in
Biomedical Research: Report of a Study, "’ reprinted from
Federatioi. Proceedings, Vol 23, Ne. 5 September-October
1968, pp. 1118-1176, and Vol. 23, No. 6, November-December
1964, pp. 1297-1331.

Nat >nal Science Foundation, Scientific Information Activities of
Fede. al Agencies, Washington, D.C., U.S. Gopernment
Prinang Office (A series of reporis published periodically under
this title.)

North American Aviation, Inc., DcD Uger-Needs Study, Phase II:
Flow of Scientific and Technical Information Within the Defense
Industry. Final Report, Vols. I, II, and Ill, November 30, 1966,
AD G647 311, AD647 112, and AD 649 284.

Overhage, Carl F. J., and Harman, R Joyce. Eds.. INTREX -
Report of a Planning Conference on Information Transfer
Fxperiments, Mass> nusetts Institute of Technology. Cambridge,
Mass. . September 3, 1965, 276 pp.

President's Message on Communications Policy to the C of

the United States. The White House, Washington, D C .
August 14, 1967,

President’s Science Advisory Committee. Handling of Toxicalogical

Information . Washington. D C | The White Houge. Tune 1966, 21
PP

1-4 161
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31. President's Science Advisory Committee, Science, Government,
and !nformation: The Résponsibiiitics c. the Technical Community
dnd the Goverament in the Transfer of Information, The White
House, Washington, D. C , January 1983 (The Weinberg Report)

32. President's Scicnce Advisory Committee, Rep r: of the Office
of Science and Technology Ad Hoc Panel on Scientific and
Technical Communications, The White House, Washington, D.C,
Eebruary 1365, 21 pp. (The Licklider Report)

33. Rubinoff, M., Ed., Towa.,d a National Information System,
Second Annual National Colloquium on Information Retrieval,
April 23-24, 1985, Philadelphia, Pa., Washington. D. C.,
Spartan Books, 1965.

34. Sackman, Harold, Computers, System Science, and Evolving
Society: The Challenge of Man-Machine Digital Systems, New
York, John Wiley and Sons, 1967, 637 pp.

Tt d e D B W R o

35. Sullivan, Ralph H., and Dubester, Henry J., Data Collection
Network of the U. S., Office of Science Information Service of the
Nationa! Sc.e ... » Foundation, Washington, D. C., 1966, 18 pp.

4

36. Swanscn, Rowena, Information Sysiein Networks. ... Let's Profit
From What We Know. Cffice of Aerospace Resrarch, Arlington,
Virginia, June 1566.

37. System Development Corporation., Recommendations for National
Document Handling Systems in Science and Technology, Appendix
A--A Background Study--Volumes | and I, conducted for the Com-
mittee on Scientific and Techniczl Information. Federal Council
for Science and Technology. November 1965, AD 624 560.

38. U.S. Congreas, House of Representatives, Committee on Science
and As‘ronautics, Government, Science, and International Policy,
a Compiiation of Papers Prepiared for the Eighth Meeting of the
Panel on Science and Technology., 90th Congress, lst Sess. .
Washington, D. C.. GPO. Jlanuary 1967. 220 pp.

39. U7 S. Congress. House of Repregentatives, Commitiee on Science
and Astronautics, A Bill to Provide a Standard Reference Data
System, Hearings before the Subcommittee on Science. Research,
and Development. 89th Congress. 2nd Sess . HR 1RR97, Waghington.
D C.. GPO. lune 1965, 181 pp

1-4 (%)
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40. U.S. Congress, Senate, Committee on Governrnent Operations,

41.

42.

[*-
&

44,

Report to the President on the Management of Automatic Data

Processirgin the Federal Government, 89th Congress, 1st Session,

Sena:e Doc. Neo. 15, Washington, D.C., U.S. Government Printing
Office, March 1965.

U.S. Congress, Senate, Committee on Government Operations,
Summary of Activities Toward Interagency Coordination, Report No.
3€S, 89th Congress, lst Session, Washington, D.C., U.S. Govern-
ment Printing Office, June 1965. (The Humpiirey Report)

U.S. Department of Commerce, Scientific and Technological
Communication in the Government, Task Force Report to the
President's Special Assistant for Science and Technology,
Washington, D.C., April 1962, 81 pp. AD 299 545 (The Crawford
Report)

Wardington, Guy, A World System of Evaluated Numerical Data

for Science and Technology, Central Office, ICSU Committee on
Dcta for Science and Technology, Washingten, D C., Presented
before the Division of Chemical Literature, Symposium on Com-
pilations of Data on Chemical and Physical Properties of Substances,
152nd National Meeting of the ACS, New York, September 12, 1966,

14 pp.

Weisman, Herman M., "Needs of American Chemical Society
Members for Property Data,' Office of Standard Reference Data,
National Bureau of Standards, Washington, D. C., presented at the
Div. of Chemical Literature, Symposium on Compilations of Data
on Chemical and Physical Properties ¢f Substances, 152nd
National Meeting of the ACS, New York, September 12, 1966,

in Journal of Chemical Documentation, February 1967, pp. 9-14,
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B. Description of Current ana Evolving Systems

1.

Relfour Stuien, Inc., Mechanical Properties Data Center lnventory
Report 626, Data Storage Content o’ the Mechanic_a_l_Properties
Data File, Texhnical Informatior. Systems Division, 2 pp., January
1967, AL 648 239,

isco, Ralph L., "Sczial Science Data Archives; Progress and
Prospects'', Courcil on Soc.ui Science Data Archives, Ann Arbor,
Michigan, repiinted from Social Sciences Information sur les
Sciences Sociales, Volume VI, 1 February 1967, pp. 39-74.

Bisco, Ralph L., and Glaser, William A., ' "Plans of the Council
on Social Science Data Archives', reprinted from Social Sciences

Information sur les Sciences Sociales, Volume V, 4 December
1966, pp. 71-96.

Brady, Edward L., "The National Standard Reference Data
System'', Office of Standard Reference Data, Institute of Basic
Standards, National Bureau of Standards, Washington, D,C.,
printed in Journal of Chemical Documentation, Volume 7, 1
February 1967, pp. 6-9.

Dillon, E.L., and Nichols, C.W,, '""Handling of Statistical Well
Data by Computer", reprinted from The Bulletin of the American
Association of Petroleum Geologists, Volume 49, No. 9,
September 1965, pp. 1520-1531.

Department of Defense, Department of Defense Engineering Data
Retrieval System Plan, Joint Working Group for Planning
Engineering Data Retrieval System, Dept. of Defense, April 1964, 71 pp.

Goldberg, Stanley A., Recommended Approaches to Design of
the U.S., Army Engineering Data and Information System,
Edgewood Arsenal, Maryland, December 1964, Technical Report
No. 5, Report No. EDIS-2, AD 453 737.

Hackett, O. Milton, "National Water Data Program'', Office of
Water Data Coordination, U,S. Geclogical Survey, Department
of the Interior, Washington, D.C. Reprinted from Journal of
the American Water Works Association, July 1966, pp. 786-792.
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9. Hager, George P., A Network of Chemical Information Handling,

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

American Chemical Society: Division of Mediciral Chemistry
and Division of Chemical Literature, September 1, 1964, 6 pp.

Interagency Data Exchange Program, IDEP-1V Program
Suramary: Scope, Objectives, Operation, July 1967, 14 pp.

Information Management, Incorporated, System Development
Plan for a National Chemical Information System, A Report for
the National Science Foundation, Burlington, Massachusetts,
April 1967, 31 pp., AD 650 900.

Johnson, H. Thayne and Grigsby, Donald L., The Elec'ronic
Properties Information Center, Hughes Aircraft Company,
November 1965, 80 pp. Contract AF 33(615)-1235.

Kahles. John F., Operation of the Air Force Machinability
Data Center, 1965 Congress of the International Federation
of Documentation (FID), Washington, D.C., 10-15 October 1965.

Klinger, Richard F., Annual Report of the Aerospace Materials
Information Center, Air Force Materials Laboratory, Research
and Technology Division, AFSC, WAFB, Ohio, February 1967,
43 pp., AFML-TR-67-#2.

Lemmon, Gene C., A Proposed Organization and System for
Handling and Manag ag Air Force In-House Generated Test
and Evaluation Technical Data and Information, Air Force
Flight Test Center, Edwards Air Force Base, California,
September 1966, 94 pp., AD 640 811.

Miller, James G., ''EDUCOM: Interuniversity Communications
Council”, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, printed in Science,
Volume 154, 28 October 1966, 6 pp.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration, PRINCE/APIC -

The Parts Informaticn Center, Marshall Space Flight Center,
Huntsville, Alabama (1967), Brochure.

National S~ience Foundation, Nonconventional Scientific and
Technical Information Systems in Current Use, December 1966,
U.S. Government Printing Office, NSF 66-24.
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19. National Advisory Committee on Research in the Geological

20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

26.

Sciences, A National System for Storage and i{etrieval of
Geological Data in Canada, A Report by the Ad Hoc Committee
on Storage and Retrieval of Geological Data in Canada, 1967,
175 pp.

Naval Fleet Missile Systems Analyvsic and Evaluation Group,
Army, Navy, Air Force & NASA Failire Rate Data (FARADA)
Program, Corona, California, Revised 1 June "967, 20 pp.

Purdue University, Thermophysical Properties Research Center,
Annual Report: 1566 for the Period January 1 to December 31,
West Lafayette, Indiana (1967), 32 pp.

Schoenfeldt, Lyle F., The Project TAILENT Data RBank,
American Institutes for Research and Universuty of Pittsburgh,
Paper presented at the Third Technical Conference of the Council
for Social Science Data Archives, Ann Arbor, Michigan, May iG-
12, 1966, 20 pp.

Speight, Frank Y., und Cottrell, Norman E., The EJC
Engineering information Program--1966-67: A Progress
Report on the Role of Engineers Joint Council in Improving
Dissemination of Engineering Information and Data, Engincers
Joint Council, New York, New York, February '967, 45 pp.

Speight, Frank Y., “Nun-erical Data Activities cf Engineering
Societies' Engineers Joint Council, New York, New York,
presented befare the Division of Chemic.’ Literature Symposium
on Compilations of Data on Chemical and Physical Properties

of Substances, 152nd National Meeting of the ACS. New York,
September 12, 1966, Jourual of Chemical Documentation,
February 1567, pp. 26-30

U.S. Army Materiel Command, Development of Coordinated
Data Systems for Handling AMC Scientific and Technical Data
and Information, Headquarters (Washingten, D, C.), 1963, 6 pp.

U. 5. Department of l.abor, The BI.S Informat:on System -
Background and Principles, Bureau of l.abor Statistics,
Washington, 1. C., September 1967, 25 pp.
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27. Van Meter, Clarence T., Lefkovitz, David, and Bedrosian, S.D.,

28,

29.

A Study for a Proposed Chemical Information and Data System,
Institute for Cooperative Research, University of Pennsylvania,
April 1965, 146 pp, Coatract No. DA 18-035-AMC-288(A},

AD 477 110.

Vette, J.1., The Cperation of the National Space Science Data
Center, National Aeronautics and Space Administration,
Greenbelt, Maryland, October 23-27, 1967, 5 pp., AIAA Paper
No. 67-946, presented at the American Institute of Aeronautics
and Astronautics 4th Annual Meeting and Technical Display at
Anaheim, California, October 23-27, 1967.

Weather Bureau, The National Meteorological Center,
Washington, D.C., 21 pp.
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-3

Data Systems - State-of-the-Art

Agalides, Eugene and Swisher, Sco!t, "The Limitations in
Biological and Medical Data Acquisition and Processing, "
General Dynamics/Electronics, R:search Department,
Rochester, New Yorkyr Medical School, University of Rochester,
Rochester, New York, reprinted from Proceedings of the
Conference on Data Acquisition and Processing in Biology and
Medicine, New York, 1963, Pergamon Press, 1964, pp. 223-241.

Banzhaf, John F., III, "Copyrighted Computer Programs: Some
Questions and Answers'', Computer Program Library, New York,
New York, in Computers and Automation, July 1965, pp. 22-26.

Baran, Paul, Communications, Computers and People, Rand
Corporation, Santa Monica, California, November 1965, 20 pp.,
AD 624 431.

Baum, C., and Gorsuch, L., Editors, Proceedingg of the Second
Symposium on Computer-Centered Data Base Systems, System
Development Corporation, Santa Monica, California, 1 December
1965, 303 pp., AD 625 417.

Bell, C. Gordon, Time Shared Computers. Carnegie Institute of
Technology, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, M-y 15, 1967, 86 pp.,
SD-146, AD 655 380.

Berul, l.awrence, Information Storige and Retrieval: A State-
of-the-Art Report, Auerbach Corporation, Philadelphia, Pa.,
September 14, 1964, 228 pp. AD 630089,

Bonn, T.H.. "Mass Storage: A Broad Review,  1n Proceedings
of the [EEE, Vol. 54, No. 12, December 1966, pp. 1861-1870.

Bourne, Charles P, Research on Computer Augmented Information
Management. Stanford Research Institute, Menlo Park, Calf.,
November 19€3, 49 pp. Tech. Documentary Rept. No. ESD-TDR-
64-177, Contract No. AF 19 (628) 2914, AD 432 098,

Cahill, W.J., Thompson, D.W,, Perkins. S.T., Howerton, R.J.,
A Computer-Oriented Neutron Data Storage and Retrieval System,
l.awrence Radiation l.aboratory, University of {alifernia, laver-
more, Calif., September 23, 1968, 35 pp. TID 4500, UC 32,
UCRL -501132.
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10. Chase, J. David, "Searching for Physical Property Data," Cela-

11.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

13.

19.

nese Chemical Co., Corpus Christi, Texas, as printed in
Chemical Engineering, September 12, 1966, pp. 190-196.

Coggan, B.B., The Design of a Graphic Display System,
University of California, Dept. of Engineering, l.os Angeles,
Calif., August 1967, 185 pp., Report No. 67-36, AD 658 314.

Committee on Scientific and Technical Information of the Federal
Council for Science and Technology, Information Sciences Tech-
nology: First Report of Panel 2, September 1966, 9 pp.

Diebold, John, "What's Ahead in Information Technology, ' The
Diebold Group, Inc., New York, N.¥., reprinted in Harvard
Business Review, September-October 1965, pp. 76-82.

Drug Information Association, '""Advances in Drug Information
Processing, " Proceedings of the Annual Meeting of the Drug
Information Association, Volume 2, Chicago, 1966, 347 pp.

Edwards, Raymond A., "Time-shared Computers in Research, "
IBM Corporation, Data Processing Div., from Industrial
Research, May 1966, pp. 63-72.

Fanwick, Charles, Trends in Computer Hardware, System
Development Corporation, Santa Monica, Calif., March 17, 1966,
35 pp. SP-2393.

Fay, William T , and Hagan, Robert 1.., Computer-Based
Geographic Coding for the 1970 Census, U.S. Department of
Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Washington, D.C.,
Octcber 1966, 13 pp.

Gold, Michael M., and Selwyvn, lLee .., Toward Economical
Remote Computer Access, Carnegie Institute of Technology

and Massachusetts Institute of Technology, July 1967, 13 pp.
AD 657 783,

Goldberg. Murray )., Cross Section Data Compiling - Present
and Fuiure. Brookhaven National l.aborators, Upton, New York,
presented at American Physical Society, Jan. 29, 1966,

and prepared for the Neutron Cross Section Technology Con-
ference, Viashington. D.C.., March 22-24, 1966, 9 pp.
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20. Goodman, Clark, Facsimile Transmittal of Technic.al Information,

21.

22.

23.

24.

26.

26.

27.

28.

Houston Research Insti.ute, Inc., Houston, Texas, May 31, 1965,
61 pp. Presented to Naiional Science Foundation, Washington, D.C.

Grove, Alexander C., 'International Standardization--Interface with
the Future,' from IEEE Spectrum, August 1966, pp. 91-101.

Hobbs, L.C., "Display Applications and Technology,' in Proceed-
ings of the IEEE, Vol. 54, No. 12, December 1966, pp. 1870-1884.

Jackson, Kingsbury T., A Study of the Application of Present and
Future Methods of Automation, Retrieval and Portrayal to Depart-
ment of Defense and NASA Engineering Documentation Systems
and Centers, University of Alabama, AD 417 583, 221 pp., 1963.

Informatics, Inc., A Study of the Remote Use of Computers,
Bethesda, Md., September 1966, prepared for National Bureau
of Standards, Contract CST-313, PB 175664.

Jones, Arthur E., "Sharing Communication Networks, "' condensa-
tion of paper presented to the Science-Technology Division's
Nuclear Science and Engineering Sections and the Metals/Materials
Div. at the 56th Special Libraries Association Convention, June 8,
1965, Philadelphia, Pa., in Special Libraries, December 1965,
pp. 705-808.

Kasher, Asa, Data-Retrieval by Computer: A Critical Survey,
The Hebrew University, Jerusalem, Jzanuary 1966, 73 pp.,
Contract N62558-4655, NR 049-130/6. Technical Report No. 22.

l.andis, Daniel, Slivka, Robert M., and Jones, James M., et al.,

' ' The Franklin Institute
Research Laboratories, Anril 1967, RADC-TR-67-67, Final
Report, AD 651 372,

Lawlor, Reed C., “Information Retrieval and Copyright Law
Revision, " prepared for presentation at the Third Technical
Conference of the Council of the Social Science Data Archives,
Ann Arbor, Michigan, May 10-12, 1968, Reprinted from
Social Sciences Information sur les Sciences Sociales, Feb.
1967, pp. 15-85.
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29.

30.

31.

32,

33.

34.

36.

37.

38.

Licklider, J.C.R., The System System (AFOSR- 1673) and
Bridges over the Gulf between Man-Machine- System Research

and Man-Machine-System Development (AFOSR-1127), Bolt,
Beranek, and Newman, Inc., Cambeidge, Mass., January 1962,
30 pp., AD 424 284.

I.udwig, George H., Advanced Space Information Systems,
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Goddard Space
Flight Center, Greenbelt, Md., April 1967, 20 pp., N67-2658%

Markus, John, "State of the Art of Computers in Commercial
Publishing, " McGraw-Hill, Inc., New York, in American
Documentation, April 1566, pp. 76-88.

McLaughlin, Curtis P., Computer Aids for Aerospace Design
and Engi_neermJ; Innovation, Economics and Public Policy,
The Rand Corporation. Santa Monica, California, July 1967,
53 pp., Contract F44620-67-C-0045, AD 657 009.

Merritt, Richard I., and l.ane Rober* E., "The Training
Functions of & Data Library,' Yale Umversxty, Political
Science Research l.ibrary, New Haven, Connecticut, 1966,
Yale Papers in Political Science, No. 23,

National Science Foundation, Current Research
and Development in Scientific Documentation, No. 14, 1966,
U.S. Government Printing Office, NSF 66-17.

Nisenor{, N., "Hardware for Information Processing Systems:
Today and in the Future, " 1n Proceedings of the IEEE, Vol. 54,
No. 12, December 1966, pp. 1820-1885.

Nolan, J.F., and Armenti, A.W,, An Experimental On-l.ine
Data Storage and Retrieval System, Massachusetts Institute of
Technology. lancoln Laboratory. l.exington, Mass., Fcb. 3,
1965, 36 pp., Tech. Rept. 377, AD 615 658,

Park, Ford, "The Prinicd Word, ”’ from International Science
and Technology. Jan. 1967, pp. 24-44.

Peacock, Andrew C., et al., "Data Processing in Clinical
Chemustry,. "' National Institutes of Health, Bethesda, Md.,
Jan. 11, 1965, reprinted from Clinmical Chemistry, Vol. 11,
No. 5, May 1965. pp. 595-611.
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39. Petersen, H.E., and Turn, R., System Implications of Informa-
tion Privacy, The Rand Corporation, Santa Monica, Calif., April
1967, 43 pp. Prepared for presentation at the Spring Joint
Comj:uter Conference, Atlantic City, April 17-19, 1967.

P-3504, AD 650 847.

40. Reed, Lawrence E., Advances 1n the Use of Computers for
Handling Human Factors Task Data, Aerospace Medical Research
L.aboratories, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio, April 1967, 16 pp.,
AMRL-TR-67-16, AD 656 701,

41. Pomeroy, Paul W., Operation of a L.ong Period Seismograph
Network Utilizing Magnetic Tape Recording and Analysis of
Data Recorded on Magnetic Tape, Lamont Geological Observatory,
Columbia University, Palisades, New York, July 1, 1967, Contract
AF19(628)-5058, Project No. 8652, Final Report, AD 657 320.
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42. Scherr, Allan l.ee, An Analysis of Time-Shared Computer

Systems, Massachusetts Institute of ’Technology, Project MAC,
[ Cambridge, Mass., Doctorate Thesis, June 1965, 176 pp.,
MAC-TR-18, AD 470 715.

42. Shaw, Christopher J., Computer Software: Developments and
Recent Trends in Prograriming and Operating Systems, System
Development Corporation, Santa Monica, Calif., August 26, 1966,
18 pp., SP-2582/000/00, AD 640 655,

44. Stevens, Don, "A Survey of Optical Character Recognition, "
Philco Corp., Willow Grove, Pa., 1n The Electronic }ﬂxneer.
December 1965, 5 pp.

15. United Aircraft Corporate Systems Center, Graphic Data Handling
Techniques: Final Technical Report, Farmington, Conn., June
1967. B84 pp., toniract DA-44-009-ANMC -1B31(X), AD 659 807,

.«’

* 46. U.S, Congress, House of Representativ: s, Automatic Data
Processing Equipment- Economy of Operations. Goddard Space
Flight Crenter, Staff Study for the Subcommattee on Space
Science and Applications of the Commattee on Science and
Astronautics, 8%th Congrees. First Session, 19635, 54 pp.
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47. Ware, W H., Future Computer Technolm and its Impact,

48.

49,

50.

The Rand Corporation, Santa Monica, Calif., March 1966,
29 pp., AD 631 941,

Warshawskv, Erwin H., "Design by Computer,’ Mesa Scientific
Corp., 1n Industrial Research, October 1965, pp. 55-60.

Webb, Glenn C., Data Transmission System Performance

) , Bunker-Ramo Corp., Canoga Park, Calif.,
Nov. 1966, 39 pp., Contract DA-36-039-AMC-00954(Y),
AD 651 268.

Ziehe, T .W., Data Management: A Comparison of System
Features, Tractor Incorporated, Austin, Texas, October
1967, 36 pp., AD 661 861.
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EXHIBIT [v-1

SPECIMEN SURVEY INSTRUMENTS
AND RESPONSE




S8cience Communication, Inc. @

Washington, . C. 20007 Tel FEdera! 3-1343 1081
wisconsin
Ave,, NW.,

Dear

We are asking your cooperation in a broal a-alysis and planning study
covering scientific and technical data activiites of national importance.
Science Communication, Inc. is conducting this study for the Committee on
Scientific and Tecical Information (COSATI), of the Federal Council for
Science and Technology. The Committee operates under the chairmanship of
a staff member of the Office of Science and Technology, Executive Office
of the President.

An important product of our study will be a time-phased plan for use DYy

the COSATI Task Group on National Systems for Scientific and Technical
Information. The purpose of the plan will be to formulate these policies
snd actions that will facilitate development of adequate national systems
for scientific and tecmical data management. Througt ™“is plan, we hope
to benefit the interchange of technological know-how a : che conduct of
research and development. Two desirable by-products of development of the
plan will be (1) a clarification of the role that scientific and technical
data, in various stages of refinement, play in the technical decision pro-
cess; and (2) an assessment of the amount of attention devoted to data on
the national level. The enclosed Statement of Work for our study indicates
the scope and areas of emphasis which the time-phased plan must accommodate.

Prerequisite to our preparation of the time-phased plan 1s the selection of
important issues or problems which must be resolved before national data
systems can be realized. The generation of candldate issues occurred dur-
ing a previous phase of our project when we conducted workshop discussions,
visits to data centers, and mail surveys. We have selected those problems
and issues which seem most valld and important, and grouped them in six
categories. It seems imperative at this point that we verify and evaluate
these problems by consulting experts vith extensive knowledge of the sub-
Ject areas involved. Therefore, we have chosen a panel of experts to
evaluate each group of problems. The panels are as follows:

IV-1 (3)
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Panel A-l1 - Data management requirements
Panel A.2 - Data systems requirements
Panel B - Media, forms, software, and artifacts
for packaging and transmittal of data

Panel C - Equipment for handling data
Panel D - Institutional roles in dsta management
Panel E - Educatlional and training requirements

for future data handling

Because of your demonstrated knowledge of data systems requirements,

ve are asking you to help by participating in Panel A-2, It is re-
quested that you participate as an individual rather than as a spokesman
for any orxanization or group. Although we realize that your parti-
cipation will involve a considerable expenditure of time and effort,

we feel that your responses vill greatly enhance the qusality of our
recommendations to the Committee,

We hope to find areas of consensus among panel members concerning the
problems presented and possible resolutions. We also want to identify
L additional prohtlems, and to acquire informed forecasts of trends and
r future developments which must bte considered in planning data systems,

We hope that you will find the questionnaire thought provoking, and that
the results of our study will prove beneficial to you and your colleagues
in the near future., The following sheet provides a few instructions to
guide you in completion of the questionnaire, If you should need any
clarification or instruction, please write or call me (202-333-1343).

L A primary purpose of our study is to develop a discourse with knowledge-

% able individuals and groups concerned with data management and data

: systems. We, therefore, request that you augment your response to the
enclosed questionnaire with other comments or observations which you
fzel would contribute to achievement of the study purposes.

Sincerely,
SCIENCE COMMUNICATION, INC,

B, K, Farris
Vice President

IV-1 (4)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMPLETION OF PROBLEM
EVALUATION AND FORECASTING QUESTIONNAIRE

The purpose of this questionna:ire 1s threefold: (1) to obtain your opinion regarding
national data handling problems and recommendations for their resolution, (2) to
identify other problems relevant to planning national data systems, and (3) to learn
vour views concerning future developments which will influence tne development of
national data systems We need your opwnions concerning the specific aspect of
data systems 1dentified on the attached questionnaire. Other panels will address
themsclves te the other aspects of data systems.

oed osmd o3 0N D = oW

The following five-step procedure will mcve you quickly through the questionnaire
and help you provide the responses we need

1
4

Read each problem statement and feel free to edit, criticize, or rewrite it.
a If you run out of writing space. please use the back of the page.

Indicate in the spaces provided vour judgment of the relevance of your
experience to each problem statement, how important the problem is to
the planning of national systems and the amenity of the problem to
resolution within the present-dayv political and technological context.

Read the recommendation giver. for resolut:on of each problem. These
recommendations do not necessarily represent the viewpoint of our
Project sponsor or the position of Science Communication, Inc. We have
conjectured them to evoke constructive criticisms, which we ask you to

write down in the space following each recommendation. You may choose

to make an alternate recommendation or modify or criticize the con-
Jectured recommendation

In the space provided on the page following our problem statements and
recommendations write down any additional problems that you think
. pertain to that specific aspect of national data handling which your panel

1s considering. Then follow the same evaluation and recommendation
procedure as indicated above.

Finally, on the last page of the questionnaire, answer the question

concerning future developments that are relevant to plans for future

- national data systems.  In providing vour forecasts or predictions,
please give projectec dates for the possible developments (e.g., 1975,

1000, 2050). You may find it desirable to qualify your projections by
identifying relevant assumptions

IV-1 (5)




PART I - STATEMENT OF WORK AND PERiOD OF PERFORMANCE=*

A. RESEARCH

1. The Contractor shall furnish scientific effort during the period and
at the level indicated in paragraph 2, together with all necessary related services,
facilities, supplies, and materials, to conduct the follow ing research:

a. Conduct studies which will embrace at least three forms of
data pertinent to science and technology, as follows:

(1) Data acquired in the course of conducting experiments
or examining natural phenomena, or in the course of performing tests according
to prescribed procedures.

(2) Data which describe the characteristics or performance
of a natural phenomenon, a material, a device or a component,

13) Data which instruct, guide or aid skilled or semi-skilled
persons in the proper use, maintenance or replacement of artifacts, or in
techniques and prccecures.

These data may be embodied in any physical format, from magnetic tape through

standard reference texts and handbooks to programmed instruction or oth~r manuals.

b. Establish how the various types and forms of data are
acquired, stored, retrieved, packaged and disseminated for various specific
types of users, why these packaging methods have been adopted, and what
changes in storage, retrieval, pacxaging or dissemination of data are
foreseen in the near future.

c. Place special emphasis on rses made of data by various
functional groups (e.g., research, design, quality testing, product application,
etc.) and the degree of processing or refinement of data needed for such
functional groups.

d. Develop a preliminary census of data efforts in industry,
tre professions and government to guide the formation of national policy with
respect to data collection, reduction, storage, retrieval, analysis and
dissemination This census. and a time-phased plan for the remainder of
the study, will comprise the effort to be the first phase of the study, and the
subject of this procurement

Air Force Office of Scientific Research Contract F44620-67-C-0022.
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ISSUE EVALUATIO,!}!‘QUESTIONNAIRE
Panel A-2, Data System Requirements

PROBLEM STATEMENT:

are not available for predicting future data requirements.

The current data service requirements of
‘scientists and engineers are largely undefined. Additionally, elfective methods

If the preceding is

accurate, how can the required functions and scopes of national data systems,
which are intended to service the needs of scientists and engineers, be deter-

mined?

Problem Importance

Amenity to Resolution

Relevance of Your Zxperience

! Vital to National Systems F7 Easlily Solvable 7} Highly Relevant i
. y

! Secondary Importance 120 Diffteult «'| Relevant 0
i.\'ot Important 11 Impossible 11| Not Related Q

_—— ewe o -

—— e e ot i ot

POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION: P’rototype data systems should he used

to trest user response and to make other measures of the effectiveness of apecific
syvstem operations and service concepts.  Existing prototype data systems
(National Standard Reference Data System, Natienal Ocecanographic Data Center,
National Space Sciences Data Center, etc. ) should be given support for developing
and testing methods of identifying service needs, and for developing and testing
means to measure the effectiveness of specific system operations in satis{ying
these nceds.  Additional prototype svstems should be finplemented in other areas
o! science and technology, This would permit development and testing of methods
applicable to determining the data service requirements of the many diverse
communities of scientists and engineers, Prototype systems should be implemented
in typical work environments rather than in experimental information science lab-
oratories.

CRITICISM OF THE RECOMMENDATION AND ALTERNATE RECOMMENDATIONS:

1 would agree with the recommendation that prototype data systems should bhe used to
test and evaluate user requirements. However, my orientation toward the solution

to the problem is a little bit different. 1 would stress the point that prototype
systems now in existence are of several kinds. The first kind are those which have
hecn set up by administrative acticn in response to a rather broad range and loeselv-
defined sense that something should he done. The National Standard Reference Data
System is an example of this. On the other hand, certain other systems or centers
have becn set up hy a mission-oriented operation within a Federal agency or clsewhere
(including privately-sponsored in-house information systems) where the authoritative
body knew explicitlv what it expected of the system and how it expected it to be done.

Iv-1(7



That is, there was a clear mission necd related to a well-stated mission problem.
A third set of system elements includes those which have been established within
very narrow scientific or technological limits which contain a rather small but
explicit set of users. Here the system has been set up in response to the clearly
stated needs from a small body of users. In many cases, the people who are rumning
such a small center or system are themselves users of the data. And they know
exactly what their audience wants because they are members of theis own audience.
In the last category I include the JILA Information System at Boulder, Colorado.

All three of these kinds of systems can in fact he used to explore the requirements
which would be placed on national systems.

I agree with the recommendation which has bheen proposed in general, but I would like
to stress that scrutiny of the existing systems should involve two quite different
kinds of analysis. The first is an analysis of how the system relates to a well-
defined hody of users all by itself. Such a test is particularly applicable to the
second and third types of systems which I categorized.

The second point is that there should he careful thought and analysis given to the
situation which is bound to occur when two systems with well-defined bodies of users
discover or develop an interface which in effect makes them part of a larger system.
The question here is, how do they relate to one another icross the interface and
how do they provide services to each other's users.
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PROBLEM STATEMENT: The data activities for each phase of

scientific and technical activity (e. g., basic research, technological development,
application operations, etc.) differ so much that it is difficult to er.vision a single

system gervicing all phases of scientific and technical activity even if i1ts coverage
was limited to a single discipline such as chemistry. If national data systems are

established, how could these differences be handled, especially if the systems are
structured by discipline or techknical field?

1 Problem Importance Amenity to Resolution IRclomco of Your Experience

‘ . 1

( Vital to National Systems U | Easily Solvable Drnighly Relevant |~ &

‘ Secondary Importance | Difficult B, Relevant o

LNOt Important J | Impossible 'J| No. Related o
POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION: Large-scale or national data systems

should not be structured on a discipline basis. They should be structured instead
to cover related sets of properties (e. g., thermedynamic, electrical, etc.),
whereas the systems to serve communities applying science and technology should
be structured to cover related sets of substances or items. Initial priority should
be given to the property-oriented data systems, which would be capable of serving
the n~eds of large pooulations of researchers in different research fields.

CRITICISM OF THE RECOMMENDATION AND ALTERNATE RECOMMEN DATIONS:

The problem statement here does gqecognize an important issue. In the Office of
Standard Reference Nata we werc very seriously concerned for quite a long time with
wavs of structuring the subject matter content of data of the physical sciences.

We had contract studies made on this subject, we attemnted to analvze it ourselves,
and we looked carefully into the previous analyses which had heen made by other
bodies. Of particular note is the study which was made by the Office of Critical
Tables in attamting to develop a property list. | myself came to the conclusion
that the problem of defining the universe in clear and unamhiguous terms could not
he solved. liowever, I think that the prohlem is susceptible to resolution because

I don't think #n exact closed solution is necessary. Along these lines 1 turm now
to the recommendations which the questionnaire provides. 1 agree with the statement
that large-scale or national data systems should not be structured on a discipline
hasis. However, I do not agree that they should be structured to cover related sets
of properties uniquely. The reason ; say this is that it is apt to lead into the
trap o’ dividing up the universe into neat boxes =~J then finding that the hoxes
don't fit the universe. 1 agree that priority shculd be given to property-oriented
data systems hut 1 am not sure that even they are capable of serving thc needs of
large populations of researchers in different research fields.

I woult‘ propose the following alternate recommendr “ion. [ would suggest that the
grand plan for structuring of large-scale or national data systems should not he

IV-119)




superimposed from ahove, hut instead the system should base itself on those
specialized and knowledgeable data centers and information system activities
which prove themselves capable of serving small or medium sized groups of users.
The structure which the national <vstem would place over these would be flexible,
inter-connected, susceptible to change, and above all, redundant in its infovaa-
tion paths. The only requirement I would place cn a national system would be
that it should be capable of accepting an inquiry from a user even when the
inquiry was directed to the wrong component of the system, and somehow processing

the inquiry to a commmication point where the inquiry could be handled appropriately.

There are several ways that this can be done. The first would appear to be merely
to accept inquiries from anybody hy any component of the system and shuffle them
up to a headquarters activity for sorting unless the recipient himself was clearly
aware that he was the right person to answer the inquiry. If the inquiry then
reached the central point it could be switched down to an sppropriate sub-unit.
This means that s ere in the system there is a fairly competent referral center.
The second aspect of the solution is to provide easy access to the entire content
of the system and trust to the inquirer to do his own retrieval. This merely means
in the simplest case that you have large sets of hooks and indexes to the contents
of the books. Then you make the books readily available and the person who wants

to find the answer can go through until he finds the right book and the right answer.

If he doesn't find an answer he can he fairly confident that the system does not
contain the answer. This does not provide any mechanized intercomnection of
individual specific answers, but perhaps that can came later as sophistication
builds up or perhaps the individual specific answer can be keyed in with 3
recognition of a place wher= competence in this area exists so that the inquirer,

having found a specific answer, will know exactly where to go for a more complicated
one.

IV-11(10)

oy omd omd) OGN G G ) Sy ) T

1

-—

e pug) Gm) G S Hpund g 2

—




L _ -
A T AT A A A A A A ————. | . 1 o e W o X

A-2 - Page3
Science Communication
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PROBLEM STATEMENT: " Each year, many more dollars and man-hours of

effort are expended on cquipment, product, and vendor service data activities
than on scientific data activities, What should be the place of such data activities
(equipment, product and vendor) in national data systems?

Problem Importance Amenity to Resolution | Relevance of Your Experience
i —_—d ——— e P
. Vital to National Systems )3 | Easlly Solvable i | Highly Relevant 0
: Secondary Importance A Difficult 11’ Relevant L
LNot Important 1| Impossible 3 | Not Related 0
POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION: FEquipment, product and vendor data activities

must be considered a vital part of any national data syvstem, However, duc to the
vast scope, diversity, property right considerations, and other complicated legal,
economic, and social factors associated with these data activities, centralized
direction of system development for these data activities is unfeasible and of
qrestionable value. Instead, initial attention should be directed toward upgrading
of data activities in individual firms, lollowed by cooperative offorts within trade
associations, manufacturing groups, cte. Increased effort shonld be dirccted

to development of improved methods (e. g., computer controlled photocomposition
of equipment catalogs, automated design programs, ete, ) which ¢an be applied

to improvement of vendor duta activities in a large number of industries,

CRITICISM OF THE RECOMMENDATION AND ALTERNATE RECOMMEN DATIONS:

The problem poscd, that of cquipment, nroduct and vendor service data, is indeed a
<ignificant one. The recommendation nrovided. in the questionnaire does recognize
the difficulties, hut T am not confident that such proprietary operations should

he cxplicitly included in a national svstem as such. Rather I would suggest that
the national svstem confine itself to providing channels by which trade associations,
manufacturing grounps, etc., can develop effective and expeditious communicatjon
channels with their users. Onc asnect would he a cormuter-based index to equipment
catalogs and to product and vendor data. 1 do not think that a national attempt

to provide computer-controlled photocomposition of equimrment catalogs is appropriate.

Iv-1 (11
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PROBI.EM STATEMENT: Certain mission-uriented industry activities, such

as in the food industry, are presently evolving from craft arts to high-technology
activities. Nauonal data systems must, thereforc, be designed to accommodate
data from such actjvities and to serve the communities concerned. What allow-

ances should be made for such services, both at tne present and in the future”

e ~a -
Problem Importance rAmenlty to Resolution | Relevance of Your Experience

e ——— ST S

'Vital to National Systems ! Easily Solvable ' Highly Relevant 0

. Secondary Importance X pifficult % Reievant o

; Not Important t - | Impossible 'l Not Related 3

POSSIBLE [{L.COMMENDATION: The less highly developeu industries and
technologies pru\'ldo}?&g‘[;t‘-::_hm; at'ractive opportunities for development of
effective data systems. Scientists and tecl rologists in these fields have not

yot established highly strustured and institutionalized data acquisition and
application methodologies. Consequently, these scientists and technologists
would be more receptive to trizl of new methods and systemns, In addition,

it data systems evelhve simultaccously with these technologies, the systems
could contribute substanualiy to structuring of the knowledge bases required
for rapid technological progreess. Rapidly developing industries and technologies
should be continuously monitored for wdentification of situations offering high
promise for the introduction of a coordinated data system.  ['rade associations
and Industrial covperatives, as well as mission-oriented Government agencies,
should be encouraged to formulate and implement such systems,

CRITICISM OF THE RECOMMENDATION ANU ALTERNATE RECOMMENDATIONS:

— o A— -

The problem is a good one, wellestated. | disagree with the recommendatisn only

in certain specific aspects. | vo not feel for example that the<e jess Righly-
developed industries and technologies do provide especiallv atzractive oppoctudities
for effective Jata svetems. The reason | Jisagree ix that [ think 1t would be ex-
tremely difficult to develor effective data svstems for thes» 7.ustries because

the industries thomeelves don't Imew what bind of data or wiat kind of data s stems
they need. Rather, [ would sugpest that the appropriate wa. (o nrovide assistaxe
for such industries anl tecmologies it to make ture that the hasic scientific and
technological dats which are knam to he useful in industrial apniications and
research programs thould Ne made extremelv well accessible to these pecple, and that
the scientists in them should he provided with assistance 1n reaching 10 to areas
of data where thov are themselves not familiar with the scientific approech c¢r
technology or nhrasecology involved. 1 think the hest hatis for national data and
information svetams i< in the well defined sciences and technologies not in the ones
which are changing <o raridly in their crientation. M wvav of a specific exmmrle,
let m¢ noint cut that until a few vear< ago, therc was no thought at a1l that food
procesting technology wculd have anv concern with high cnergy radiation. Anv =70t
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to develop an information or data system for that industry would have failed
miserably and in fact would have probably inhibited the utilization of radiation
as a food preservative technique because there would he the clear implication
that it was not relevant. [ am sure that any system we set up now for these
highly evolving areas would he inadequate to their needs of two years hence.
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rROBLEM STATEMENT: Traditional means of informal communication at

technicel meetings and via direct correspoindence or discussion among scientists
and engineers perform some useful functions which caruot be easily assumed by
formal data systems. What should be the function of infornm:al communications
in national data systems and how can these functions be best coordinated with
highly structured data systems?

Gt vy

Problem Importance Amenity to Resolution TRelevance of Your Experience

"Vital to National Systems ! ! Easily Solvable P! Hicnly Relevant

Secondary Importance 0 ; Difficult ' Relevant

oa K

. Not Important | Impossitle 3| Not Related
L

POSSIBLLE RECOMMENDATION: Informal systems are used, essentially,
to communicate ronceptual information of a current ewareness nature. Informal
communications provide the iubricant at the biting edge of scientific and tech-
nological advaices. In contrast, structured data constitute the machine tool {nr
scientific and technological advance. Iacreasingly large quantities of scientific
aind technical data are heing jointly used by groups of workers. Such joint use

of data constitutes a communication system, in a very resi{ricted sense. As
more data files are structured and made directly accessible to workers, the
volume of comrnunication conducted via the data files and related access tools
will increase rapidly. Informa! communications will continue to perform
social and motivaticnal fi- ~~tions.

CRITICISM OF THE RE..vIMENDATION AND AL TERNATE RECOMMENDNATIONS:

The problem statement is appronriate because it recognizes the existence of these
informal ~ommunication channels. [ agree with the recommendation that the in-
formal channels are highly valuable and rhat they will continue to perform social
and motivational functions. However, I would gc further and say that these
informal communication channels will continue to be essential in many ways and
the formally based highly structured data system. will benefit from whatever
communication they provide. However, the infcrmal channels cannot be built in

to the formal svstems without Joing harm to the informal channels. T would
suggest that they shovld be let alone and admi.ed.

IV-i (14)
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PROBLEM STATEMENT: During recent years, much attention has been

devoted to document handling systems (e. g., the Defense Documentation Center
and the National Library of Medicine MEDLARS System). What should be the
relationship between such document handling systems and data systems (i.e.,
systems that handle the factual information content of the document rather than
the document itself)? Should operation of data systems be totally separate from
that of document systems; shculd the two perform only complementary functions;
or should they be totally integrated?

Problem Importance Amenity to Resolution |Relevance of Your Experience

Vital to Natio..al Systems [J| Easily Solvable G1! Highly Relevant ]
Secondary Importance ¥ Difficult ¥| Relevant h ¢
Not Important < | Impossible "1 Not Related ]

POSSIBLLE RECOMMEN DA TION: The operations of existing data systems
and document systems should be conducted so as to complement and supplement
one another. For example, existing document handling systems should augment
current indexing of conceptual ccntent of documents to include adequate indexing
of the data content of documents. Such indexing would facilitate identification

of data for extraction and incorporation in data systems. Incrensingly large
quantities of useful data are not being published; consequently, data systems
must also acquire inpu. data froin other sourcer. In fact, in the future it will
often be desirable to by-pass publication of data and to transmit data from the
point of measurement directly to the data system. The iata system will perform
many of the functions now served by publication (i. e., exposure for review and
verification by colleagues, dissemination for use, and recording for archival

or reference purposes). Therefore, data systems will in the future tend to
supplant document systems, especially for archival purposes, for bench or
console-level services to the technologist, and, to a lesser extent, for the
scientist.

CRITICISM OF THE RECOMMENDATION AND ALTERNATE RECOMMENDATIONS:

The problem provides appropriate recognition of the difference between document
handling and data systems. I agree in general with the recommendation, specifi-
cally with the first part of it, I disagree that data systems will in the future
tend to supplant document systems especially for archival purposes. Rather 1 feel
that there will always be a need for archival handling of the documents themselves.
The most profound analysis of previous work is performed by scientists who go to

the original papers themselves and perhaps bhack to the scientist who wrote the paper.
Archival storage of documents is a neces-ity and data systems will not ohviatc the
need for reference to the documents. How.ver, for the bench and console level
services to the technologist and to the scientist outside of his field, I agree

IV-1 (15)




that the data systems will be more useful than the document systems. I also
agree that the two kinds of systems do provide complementary functions, they

should not be totally integrated, and that increased efficiency in each will
benefit the other.

One very difficult problem remains before this general problem could be resolved.
As the scientific literature grows the document system as an archival storage
will become increasingly unwieldy and access to the documents will be a very
complicated process. Adequate indexing of all the content of a document is
extremely difficult and it is not easy to see what archival system will be
appropriate. I am not talking about the mechanical storage of the material
itself hecause there are technological advances which will certainly provide

a solution to reduction in bulk. Howev er, I am talking about the difficulties
inherent in making the inquirer aware of which documents contain material which
may be relevant to his problem. Author indexing by itself is not adequate and
external indexing is becc iing increasingly expensive. I do not helieve that
computer searching of whole text of each document can ever he feasible and |

don't think it should be attempted. There's a real nroblem here, but I am not
the right perscn to recommend solutions.
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Washington, D. C. 200 07 Budget Bureau No. 21-S67003
Contract F44620-67-C-0022 Approval Expires March, 1968
PROBLEM STATEMENT: It is unquestionably much easier to develop systems

which provide the user the location of data rather than deliver data to the user.
To what extent should data services be rendered by a referral center or network
rather than a data retrieval and dissemination network or system?

Problem Importance Amenity to Resolution | Relevance of Your Experience
Vital to National Systems [J| Easily Solvable 7.¢L Highly Relevant 0
Secondary Importance ¥! Difficult (J | Relevant A

[Not Important 7 | Impossible O | Not Reiated O
”~
POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION: Referral centers and networks offer a

logical stepping-stone from our current uncoordinated data efforts to future,
more highly integrated data systems. In fact, even after highly integrated
data systems are developed, a mechanism similar to a referral network will
be required to direct inquiries to the location where the response data are
available. The existing National Referral Center at the Library of Congress
should be supplemented with specialized referral centers in specific areas
of science and technology (e. g., engineering materials). Each specialized
referral center should maintain indexes of scientific and technical data in
the field served by the center.

CRITICISM OF THE RECOMMENDATION AND ALTERNATE RECOMMENDATIONS:

In my own thought the individual center covering a specialized area with a
specialized body of users is the hasic and key element of national systems.
Therefore 1 agree with the recommendation that referral centers and networks
offer a logical stepping stone and that they will continue to play an important
role. I don't think a very highly integrated data system is ever going to
emerge because I don't think we are ever going to become that clear in our
scope and that unified in our way of attacking the problems. Therefore I see
the referral centers and networks as heing an essential part of all the future.

IV-1(17)
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PROBLEM STATEMENT: Users of scientific and technical data often
wish to make retrospective searches. What criteria should be used for
selection of the retrospective data to be incorporated into national systems?

|
t

;%
l

Problem Importance ] Amenity to Resolution | Relevance ~f Your Experience
Vital to National Systems X! Easily Solvable M | Highly Relevant bef
Secondary Importance 1| Difficult X! Relevant ]
Not Important "J{ Impossible IJ | Not Related O
POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION: “'he rate of obsolescence of data

varies considerably; consequently, where feasible the value of each type of
data should be analyzed prior to input of back-logged data into a new system.
In general, inputting of back-logged data does not appear highly desirable;
rather, systems should concentrate on capture and use of current data.
Exceptions to this general rule are useful data which cannot be regenerated
(e.g., weather records, epidemiological data, etc.), data whose regeneration
cost would considerably exceed the cost of maintaining the data in a system,
or data whose utility can be substantially upgraded by incorporation into a more
efficient system. In addition, existing data files, although perhaps they are
not of substantial continuing value, can provide in some instances an ecocno-
mical test-bed for use in the structuring and testing of new systems.

CRITICISM OF THE RECOMMENDATION AND ALTERNATE RECOMMENDATIONS:

I agree with the problem and I disagree with the reconmendation. It is true
as the recommendation states that the rate of obsolescence of data varies
considerahly. liowever, I disagree as to the statement that systems should
concentrate on capture and use of current data. There are many cases where

it has been clearly indicated that older data are just as good and sometimes
better than current data. It is true that systems which attempt to go back

in time face a larger volume of material to cover and a more difficult job

for that reason. However, the problem can be solved on a piece-meal basis by
going back in time for selected key areas in whi¢h all of the past data can be
surveyed, aralyzed, and integrated with the present data. Any system which
tends to overlook or brush aside the existing backlog of scientific data will
he encouraging the unnecessary reretition of measurements already made and will
therefore be inefficient in the long run.

IV-1(18)
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PROBLEM STATEMENT: There is increasing evidence that cquipment

developments are moving so rapidly in the information systems that they are
controlling the structure of the automated data systems now being established.
What can be done to assure coordination of the efforts of equipment and software
suppliers with system requirements?

Problem Importance Amenity to Resolution |{Relevance of Your Experience
Vital to National Systems (| Easily Solvable [J] Highly Relevant O
. Secondary Importance >§1 Difficult M| Relevant )24
Not Important J | Impossible IJ] Not Related 0

POSSIBLE RIFCOMMENDATION: Scientific and technical data system

designers and users must define their requirements more explicitly. These
requirements cannot be effectively satisfied by equipment and program
languages designed for business data processing or for mathematical com-
putations. Equipment manufacturers cannot develop optimal equipment to
meet ill-defined, non-standardized system specifications. However, by
analyses and prototvpe testing data system designers and users can system-
atically establish the functional characteristics ot required equipment. In
addition, data system designers must d fine, document, and publicize the
current and future equipment market potential which exists in scientific and
technical data systems. FEquipment manufacturers and software firms have
the basic capabilities required and can be expected to move quickly to meet
economicaliy valid equipment and programming requirements of scientific
and technical data svstems.

The statement of the problem is valid. There is increasing evidence that equipment
developments are moving so rapidly that the information system designers and infurma-
tion certers can't keep up. Howe .r, I think that the recommendation is pointed in
the wrong direction. The simpl: fac. is that we have another case here of unnec-
essary obsolescence. The equipment manufacturers are doing themselves and every-
body else a disservice by making past equipment incompatible with present equipment.
The information centers would do best to ignore the mad scramble toward more and
more complex computers and concentrate on making their own systems readily machine-
readable and flexible as to utilization. Whenever a small clement of the system,
that is a data center or information activity of narrow scope, gets itself well-
established it should seize upon some flexible mcans of storage and retrieval of
information and let the comuter companies go ahead in their mad race. Eventually
translation devices must and will be provided which will permit interconnection.

I think that it would be unfair to impese on the data centers and the svstem design-
ers any requirement that they keep testing prototynes. They've got their own business
to do and the equipment manufacturers should recognize that thev've got to provide
flexibility. IV-1(19)
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Currently scientific and technical activities are

conducted largely independently of the operaticn of formal data ceuters. More
direct coupling of day-to-day work activity and archives of data is now tech-

nically feasible; exploitation

of this possibility offers unprecedented potential

for rapid and effective use of existing data. How can the potential of such systems

be semonstrated?

Problem Importance

Amenity to Resolution | Relevauce of Your Experience

Vital to National Systems [Q’r-Easily Solvable | Highly Relevant g

Secondary 1mportance D Difficult @1 Relevant 0

Not Important "} | Impossible I3 { Not Related a
POSSIBLE RECOMMENDAT]ON: A small number of research and

development projects or programs should be selected to test the applicability
and effectiveness of automated data system concepts. In these test projects,

all operations involving data
system serving the project.
working on the project would

would be automated and incorporated into a
For example, a typical scientist or technologist
have direct access to several data files which

would be used not only to facilitate his own work, but also to communicate
with other members of the project team. Files directly accessible to the

user should include the archi
centers, as well as the frequ

val or reference files commonly found in data
ently used work files often maintained either

at the worker's desk or at the computing center. The operations of such
projects should be carefully monitored and analyzed to identify methods
applicable to othcr similar or larger scientific and technical program

efforts.

CRITICISM OF THE RECOMMENDATION AND ALTERNATE RECOMMENDATIONS:

The problem is a good one and

the recommendation has some valid points. However,

I think that I would modify thc recormendation and suggest that it is less important
to put the scientist next to a fully automated data system, instead he should be
put next to a flexible partially automated system which will include the services
of some scientists and information scientists who can work with him to find out

how he can best be served. This will he an education in both directions and will
be much more heneficial than forcing a specific highly-automated system down the

individual user's throat.
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PROBLEM STATEMENT: There is almost a coinplete absence of criteria
for the evaluation of the economic performance of current data systems.
Recently the concept of cost-effectiveness has gained wide acceptance as a
basis for deciding whether or not a system would be developed or operated.
Should cost-effectiveness be the principal criterion to determine whether
future scientific and technical data systems will or wiil not be developed?

E Problem Impertance Amenity to Resolution | Relavance of Your Experience
“ | Vital to National Systems (Easily Solvable | Highly Relevant 0
- Secondary Importance O | Difficult iJ! Relevant (D/
: LNo’c Important J| Impossible ‘D}(Not Related ]
POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION: The specific costs associated with data

handling or with the development and operation of data systems should and can
be assembled although such cost data are not currently known. The benefits
accrued from data handling systems are difficult to quartify. Consequently,
in the immediate {uture the primary emphasis of system development efforts
should be on achievement of effectiveness. Cost optimization can then he

achieved by selecting the more efficient system from the systems previously
proven effective.

CRITICISM OF TRE RECOMMENDATION AND AI TERNATE RECOMMENDATIONS:

i It is difficult at best and usually impossible to do any honest and realistic
cost-effectiveness studies of research. Our own experience in the Office of
Standard Reference Data indicates that cost-effectiveness studies of data systems
which are a support of research is equally impossible. It may be possible to
apply cost-effectiveness and cost-optimization techniques to specific system
elements, mechanical portions of information activities. However, ! Jo not feel
that any attempt to base system plans on cost-effectiveness can he productive.

& mcmieitl)
.

ki

'_ ot

Instead, I would suggest that user satisfaction and utilizatéon of data system
elements is a much better criterion and one which is far more easy to ohtain.

At the present time COSATI Panel #6 nn Information Analysis Centers is concerning
itself with effectiveness studies of information analysis centers, with reasons
for closing informat:ion analysis centers, and related nroblers. luring the

forthcoming year we will probably have some conclusions to offer which are relevant
to this problem.
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PROBLEM STATEMENT: Inability to define a single system structure

applicable to the national requirements of data communication and use has been
cited as a justification for not developing new or improved national data systems.
What criteria should be employed in the planning of national data systems to
determine whether centralized data systeins, decentralized data networks,
coordinated data exchange programs, data source referral centers, or no
system should be implemented?

Problem Importance Amenity to Resolution |Relevance of Your Experience
Vital to National Systems &{ Easily Solvabled @] Highly Relevant et
Secondary Ilmportance 71! Difficult (J ! Relevant O
Not Important "J| Impossible 171 Not Relatec1 Dﬁ

C Aty Msﬂﬁ, ’
POSSIBLE RECOMMENDATION: The structures of data systems cannoct '
be dictated by fiat from a top-level policy position. Rather, such structures
must evolve from working-level responses to real needs. In fact, national
systems arc already developing in this fashion. The current need is for
coordination and financial support of these evolving systems. Experimental
data systems should be tested which tie into a network several of the systems
and services which the scientist or engineer now must use separately. The
experimental system components should include automated recorders, computing
equipment, automated archives of relevant data, archives of computer routines,
reactive display consoles, and automated report generators. Suc experimental
sysiems should be carefully monitored and evaluated.

CRITICISM CF THE RECOMMENDATION AND ALLTERNATE RECOMMENDATIONS:

AMEN!

IV-1 (22)
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FORECASTING QUESTION

Currently, much scientific and technical data are handled by informal means
(telephones, conferences, etc.) as well as by formal systems such as data
collection networks, data exchange cooperatives, government and commercial
publishing, data centers, and data-document depositories (data libraries).
Examples of relatively recent implementations of systems of national
importance are the Nationai Space Science Data Center and the National
Standard Reference Data System.

Would you please give your opinion as to the formal systems of national
significance which you expect to be implemented over the next 10 years.
The list should include onlv those systems implementations which can be
expected to significantly affect current practices for handling scientific and
technical data. Please indicate the date when each system can be expected
to be in operation.

S oond ond @Gl CGE G T e

l)ate When ystem

Brief Description of Project:d Formal System \\111 Be Operatlonal

Expansion and vitalization of National Referral 1975
Center with better national interconnections

Emergence of the National Chemical Information 1975
System and a similar system for Physics

Joint operation of EDUCOM, NSRNS, NCIS, NPIS 1980

IV-1(c3)
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ISSUE EVALUATION QUESTIONNAIRE

YOUR PROBLEM STATEMENT:

Within mamy Federal agencies, specialized

data centers and information systems have been set up or are heing set up in
Within private industries, similar steps have been

response to legitimate needs.

taken, and more will be taken in the future.

However,

these centers and systems

are not adequately recognized, even within the sponsoring organization, as a

valuahle resource.

Managament does not know about them.

Staff does mot use them.

Utilization and awareness across organizational lines are even more scarce. How
can the data system reach its users?

Problem Importance

Amenity to Resolution

Reievance of Your Experiena

-

Vital to National Systems g

f Easily Solvable a

o

Highly Relevant

Yoy vy g 00 G0 M g ey

Difficult @ Relevant
Not Related

Secondary Importance a

0O a

Not Important 3O | Impossible .

YOUR RECOMMENDATIONS:

Two kinds of action are necessary. First, COSATI shculd focus top-level RAD management
attention on the resources which arc available. Across-agency cosmunication should Le
officially encouraged. Second, scientific and professional societies shauld set up,
at national and regional meetings, display areas where selected information and data
centers can offer their services, nlus a guide-*ook on the existence of other centers.

s s
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Sources of Quotations Included in the Foreward

McLuhan, Marshall, "Technology: Its Influence on the Character
of World Trade and Investment," in Proceedingg of a Symposium:
Technology and World Trade, Naticnal Bureau of Standards, U.,S,
Depgrtment of Commerce, November 16-17, 1966, p. 11.

Swanson, Rowena, Information System Networks....Let's Profit
From What We Know, Office of Aerospace Research, U.S. Air
Force, Arlington, Virginia, June 1966, p. 1.

Shipman, Joseph, "The Mounting Crisis in Primary Literature, "
Engineering Societies and Their Literature Programs: Proceed-
ings of a Critical Appraisal, Engineers Joint Council, New York,
New York, January 17-18, 1967, p. 28.

Kochen, Manfred, The Growth of Knowledge: Readiggs on
Organization and Retrieval of Information, John Wiley & Sons, Inc.,
New York, New York, . 1967, p. xi.

North American Aviation, Inc., Final Report: DoD User-Needs
Study Phase II: Flow of Scientific and Technical Information
Within the Defense Industry, Anaheim, California, November 30,
1966, pp. 1-9.

TRW Space Technology Laboratories, Technical Data Management
and Implementation Program - Final Report, Thompson Ramo
Wooldridge, Inc., May 28, 1964, p. 2-2,

Committee on Government Operations, Sunimary of Activities
Toward Interagency Coordination, Report to the United States
Senate, 89th Congress, 1st Session, June 24, 1965, p. 16.

‘Cahn, Julius N., A System of Information Systems, a paper
presented at Fourth Institute on Information Storage and Retrieval,
School of Government and Public Administration, American
University, Washington, D,C., February 12, 1962, p. 2.

Tie President's Science Advisory Committee, Science, Government,

and 'mformation: The Responsibilities of the Technical Community
and the Government in the Transfer of Information (The Weinberg
Report), The White House, Wasnington, D.C., January 10, 1963

p. 7.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

16.

11.

COSATI Data Systems Study
Final Report - F44620-67-C-0022 30 April 1968

Quotation Sources, Continued. ..

Campbell, Colonel Charles T., '""The Army Concept and
Organization for Technical Data Management, ' in Minutes of
Eighth Annual Meeting of the Engineering Documentation Section,

American Ordnance Association, Washington, D.C., April 1966,

pp. D2-14.

Committee on Government Operations, Summary of Activities
Toward Interagency Coordination, Report to the United States
Senate, 89th Congress, 1st Session, June 24, 1965, p. 19.

Cohen, Dr. Karl, "Interaction of Industry with Information, " in
Proceedings of DoD/NSIA Technical Information Symposium for
Management, Statler Hilton Hotel, Los Angeles, California,
May 26-2%, 1965, p. 32.

Reily, Philip K., ""Technical Information Transfer and Economic
Growth, " Keynote Address presented at the Institute on the
Transfer of Technical Information, The American University,
October 23, 1967, p. 3.

Carlson, Walter M., ""Management of Scientific Information, "
in Proceedings of DoD/NSIA Technical Information Symposium
for Management, Statler Hilton Hotel, Los Angeles, California,
May 26-27, 1965, p. 44.

Ignatius, Paul R., '""Defense Data Management Program
Objectives, " in Proceedings of DoD/NSIA Technical Information
Symposium for Management, Statler Hilton Hotel, Los Angeles,
California, May 26-27, 1965, p. 57.

Morris, Thomas D., "Keynote Address," in Proceedings of DoD/
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NSIA Technical Information Symposium for Management,
Statler Hilton Hotel, Los Angeles, California, May 26-27, 1965,

p. 3.

Select Committee on Government Research, Documentation and
Dissemination of Research and Development Results, Study
Number IV, House of Representatives, Washington, D.C.,
November 20, 1964, p. 91,
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Quotation Sources, Continued. ..

18.

19,

20,

21.

22,

23.

24.

25,

28,

21.

Adkinson, Burton W., as quoted ii Interagency Coordination of
Information, Hearings before the Subcommittee on Reorganization
and International Organizations of the Committee on Government
Opeiations, U.S, Senate, September 21, 1962, p. 42,

Johnson, President Lyndon Baines, Presidential Message upon
signing of the State Technical Services Act, P.L, 89-182,
September 14, 1985,

Select Committee on Government Research, National Goals and
Policies: Study Number X, Report to the House of Representatives,
December 29, 1964, p. 64.

Battelle Memorial Institute, Proceedings of 1st Ad Hoc Forum
of Scientific and Technical Information Analysis Center
Managers, Directors, and Professional Analysts, November 9-
11, 1965, p. 4.

Fub.ni, Eugene G., "Scientific Information, " in Proceedings of
DoD/NSIA Technical Information Symposium for Management,
Statler Hiltou Hotel, Los Angeles, California, May 26-27, 1965,
p. 29.

Hornig, Donald, A Bill to Provide a Standard Reference Data

System, Hearings before the Subcommittee on  Science, Research,
and Development of the Committee on Science and Astronautics,
U.S. House of Representatives, June 28-30, 1966, p. 10.

Commiitee on Government Operations, Summary of Activities
Toward Interagency Coordination, Report to the U.S. Senate,
89th Congress, 1st Session, June 24, 1965, p. 19.

Select Committee on Government Research, National Goals and
Policies: Study Number X, Report to the House of Representativea,
December 29, 1964, p. 51.

Hoshovsky, A.G., and Album, H,H,, "Toward a National
Technical Information System, ' in American Documentation,
Volume 16, No. 4, October 1965.

Committee on Government Operations, Summary of Activities
Toward Interagency Coordination, Report to the U, 'S. Senate,
89th Congress, 1st Session, June 24, 1965, p. 16.
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Quotation Sources, Continued. ..

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

Hoshovsky, A.G., and Album, H,H,, "Toward a National
Technical Information System, ' in American Documentation,
Volume 16, M2, 4, October 1965, p. 313.

Klein, Stanley, ""A Summary and a Perspective of This

Conference, " in Engineering Societies and Their Literature
Programs: Proceedings of a Critical Appraisal, Engineers
Joint Council, New York, New York, January 17-18, 1967,

p. 1.

Fubini, Eugene G., "Scientific Information, " in Proceedings of
DoD/NSIA Technical Information Symposium for Management,
Statler Hilton Hotel, Los Angeles, California, May 26-27, 1965,
p. 31.

President's Science Advisory Committee, Science, Government,
and Information: The Responsibilities of the Technical Community
and the Government in the Transfer of Information (The Weinberg
Report), The White House, Washington, D.C., January, 1963,

p. 21.

Wiesner, Dr. Jerome, Interagency Coordination of Information,
Hearings of the Committee on Government Operations, U,S,
Senate, September 21, 1962, p. 31.

Terry, Luther L., Surgeon General, U.S. Public Health Service,
as quoted in Interagency Coordination of Information, Hearings
before the Subcommittee on Reorganization and Internaticnal
Organizations of the Committee on Government Operations,

U.S. Senate, September 21, 1962, p. 104.

de Solla Price, Derek J., '"Communication in Science: The Ends--
Philosophy and Forecast,' reprinted from Ciba Foundation
Symposium on Communication in Science: Documentation and
Automation, Anthony de Reuck and Julie Knight, Editors;

J. & A, Churchill, Ltd., Publishers; London, 1967, p. 209.
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The plan presented iR thie-velunmre-ts—yaseX N PaTt on an extensive survey-study

of data activities as currently conducted in government, industry, and the pro-

The results of this background study are reported in Volume II of this
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