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can track a celestial object. direction from the zenith, the point directly over- 
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the ability to resolve fine detail in the sky. Fur- radio sources. 
thermore. its smooth, filled area reflecting sur- Observations of the planets at radio frequen- 
face permits its use over a wide frequency range, cies have revealed remarkable contrasts in the 



apparent temperatures of Venus observed at 
Arecibo in the radio spectrum, and elsewhere in 
the infrared. Interesting new properties of both 
'^enus and Jupiter are being found, and it is now 
dear that the dominant radio characteristics of 
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