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nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
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the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
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2 The information contained in this report is provided to insure
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that lessons learned during current operations are used to the benefit
of future operations and may be adapted for use in developing training

material.
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Command., Pending final results of this evaluation, Army-wide use of

this technique is not recommended.
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Division (Airmobile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS
CSFOR-65 (R2) (1)
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AVDG-GL
SUBJECT: Operational Heport - Lessons Learnad, ]0lst Airborne ivision
(Armoblle)}, Period tnding 31 July 1970, RCS (SFUR-65 (F2) (U)

1. () Operations: Significant Activities,
a. (.} Uperations,

(1) Uperation TEIAS STAR commenced on 1 April 1970 and has continued
throughout the entire period of this report. The oparation was developad in
closs coordination and cooperation with the l1st Inf Div (AKVK) and Thus Thien
Province andi Sector officlals to continue to provide territorial aecurity
for the accompiishment of pacification and development in the populated low-
lands; deny the enemy access to the populace and resources in the coastal
areas; and to seek out and dastroy enemy forces, base areas, and cache sites.

{(a) The 1at and 3d Bdes and reconnaissance assets of the division have
been employed to maintain a protective shield beyond the periphery of the prpulated
lowlands of Thua Thien Province tc prevent incursions of enemy forces into the
populated area, and insure a secure environment for continued progress of the
province pacification and development progrsm for 1970, The bdes operated in
closs coordination with the 1st, 3d, and S4ith Hegta (FFVN), conducting exten-
sive patrola, surveillance, and security operations in assipgned AOs to demy the
use of these areas to the enemy. Combat operations by infantry elements were
supported by direct and general support artillery firesa, provided from mutually
supporting fire support bases, secured by elements of the bde and located on
a broad front beyond the psriphery of the lowland areas. Combired airmobile
operations were conducted within asaigned A0s to eliminate enemy forces, bese
areas, and cache sites,

{b) The 2d Bde has been employed in the populated lowlands, piedmont and
eastern edge of the canopy in coordination with the 3d and 54th kegts (ARVN),
to coordinate and support the pacification and development program, corcuct
sacurity operations on the edge of the canopy, and secure sustained fire support
bases to provide direct support artillery coverage of the area of operations,
The 2d Bde coordinated and directed assistance for the ten rural distriets of
Thua Thier Province and assisted in the achievement of the eirht gorls of the
1970 Pacifization and Development Plan (Reported in ORLL for period ending 30
April 1970).

{¢) An informal ares coordination committee (ACC) was established, composed
of the CG, 1st Inf Div (ARVWN); Province Chief, Thua Thien Province; CG, 10lst
Abn Div (Ambl), and the Senior Advisor COHPS, to insure that the efforts of all
forces operating in the province are in agreement and focused toward the same
objectives and goels, Through this means, priocrities were established for
pacification, civie action jrojects, and the employment of military forces
required to upgrade the degree of security and promote pacification ani develop-
ment in specified areas,

Group
Downgraded at 3 year intervala;
Jeclassified after 12 years,
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AVDG-OC
SUBJECT: Operational Heport - Lessons Learmed, 10lst Airborne Division
(AMdrmobile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, KCZ L3FOh-kS (K2) (b))

{(2) The division assumed operationa! control of Det B~52, 5th 5FG (4)
{Project Delta), on 10 May 1970 at. 3FOB Mal Loc, YD094517. The detachment te«psr
Operatfon BAhBEk GLADE on 15 May to conduct deep cover:. reconnaissance and tactic-
a)l exploitation of intelligence and to interdict enemy infiltration and supniy
routes in the Khe Sanh Flain and Da Krong River Valley areas. These operatinns
continued until 9 June, when the detachment terminated operations in western
Quang Tri Province and prepared for movement to Nha Trang, RVN, for stand down.
On 25 June Det B-52, 5th SFG (A) rasumed special reconnaissance operations
in the Delta A0, until 30 June 1670, when Operation BARBEK GLADE wan terminated.
The detachment con'ucted a total of 18 ground operations, inserting elements
te perform area and route reconnaissance and bomb damapge assessment of air,
artillery, and ARA strikes, The detachment accounted for 15 enemy KIA, 10 enemy
trucka, two bulldozers, and a large amount of supplies destroyed along foute 616,
Intelligence gathered by the detachment indicated that Foute 616 was the main
suprply route for enemy units in Quang Tri Frovince and the lLaotian Salient area.
The detachment also concluded that there was no indication of movement of maior
enemy units in the area of operation, although the short duration of the second
phase of the operation (25-30 June) precluded a complete and thorough coverage
of the AO (After Action Report submitted separately by Det B-52, 5th SFG (A)),

(3) Operation CLINCH VALLEY was initiated at 091315 July in response to
the discovery of the 9th Regt, 304th NVA Division, infiltrating into South
Vietnam. The mission of the 10lst Abn Div (Ambl) was to provide combat support
and combat service support for operations by the lst Inf Div (ARVN)} in the
KHE SANH Plateau, During the operation, elements of the 3d Bde and 34 hegt,
1st Inf Div (ARVN) were employed in western Quang Tri Province to locate and
destroy elements of the 9th NVA Regt, discovered by armed aerial reconnaissance
elements on 8 July (After Action Interview Report sutmitted separately). Artillery
was provided by XXiv Corps, 10l1st Abn Div (Ambl), 1st Inf Div (ARVN), and the
1st Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech) to support reconnaissance in force operations by
the 1st and 2d Battalions, 3d hegt (ARVN), FHRAGO 25 (CLINCH VALLEY) to OPORD
2-70 (TEXAS STAR) suspended combined operations by the 3d Bde in the vicinity
of fire support/operations bases (FS/OB) AIRBORNE, GOODMAN, and BRADLEY to
located ani destroy enemry rear service areas.

(4) Operation CHISAGO PEAK/LAM SON 363, in the mountains northeast of the
A SHAU Valley, was originally scheduled to commence on 10 July, but was post-
poned with the committment of assets to Operation CLINCH VALLEY, The combined
operation, employing elements of the 1st Bde and 3d Regt (ARVN), was rescheduled
to commence on 16 July and was to be conducted in two phases. Phase I (prepar-
ation) provided for a program of ‘ntensive preparatory fires by artillery,
B-52, and tactical air south of FS/0B HIPCORD, in the F3/0B AIRBORNE/BRADLEY
GOODMAN area, to deny enemy use of the terrain and destroy cache sites and base

2
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AVDG- &L
SUBJECT: Operaticna: heport - Lessons Learmed, 10i1st A.rtorme Mvision
(Afrmobile), Period Emding 31 July 1970, KCS CSFUk-6S .i:2) (u}

areas. lursisient and non-persis*en CS munitions were employed to deny enemy
use of infiltration routes, for terrair restriction, and fire suppression.

Phase II (offensive) provided for the occupation of FS/0B MAURFEM on 25
July by one US battalion, occupation by ertiilery on 2R and 29 July, and
insertion of two battalions of the 3d hHept (ARVN} on 30 July, to locate and
destroy enemy cache sites, logistical facilities, and interdict routes of
resupply and compunication of the 8034 and 29th NVA KRegiments,

(5) FS/OB hIMCOhD was opened in April 1970 as a key forward fire support
base in the division's summer offensive plan apainst the 803d mpd 29th NVA
hegiments., The fire supoort base was occupied and secured on 11 April by
Co C, 24 Bn (Ambl), 50%th Inf. Poor weather in the division AZ delayed the
movement of the battalion CP and Btry B, 2d Bn (imbl), 319th Ariy until 16
April. Btry C, 11th Arty (ARVN) was positioned on the firebase on 17 April
to provide support for two bsttalions of the 1st Regt (ARVN), The light CF,
1st Regt (ARVHF) collocated on the firebase with the CP, 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th
Inf on 18 April, to facilitate combined operations in the area.

(a) The 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf continued security, patrol and ambush
operations in the vicinity of S/0B RIFCORD without significant enemy attacks,
until 1 July 1970. The period 1-23 July was marked by incremsed enemy attacks
by fire on and around the firebase and numerous ground attacks agninst wnits
operating in the vicinity of the firebase,

{b) In early July it became obvicus that NVA forces were massing in an
attempt to control the RIFCORD area. Elements of the éth NVA Regt concentrated
around the FS/0B generally to the north and west, joining the 29th and 2034 NVA
Kagiments, operating east of the A SHAU Valley, south and soutieast of FS/0B
RIPCORD, With the steady increase of indirect and anti-aireraft fire, and
enemy ground attacks in the RIFCORD area, it became apparent, by the third week
in July, that the cost and effort required for the self-defense of the firebase,
placed the successful accomplishment of operations in the BRADLEY/ATRBORNE

area in jeopardy.

{¢) The closing of FS/0B RIPCORD would maks troops available for offensive
use against enemy supply caches and logistic installationc to th: rear of
NVA forces massed around RIPCORD, The cache sites in the AIRBORNE/BRADLEY
area were bhelisved to be part of the base areas of the 803d ani 2Gth NVA Regi-
menis, The concentration of NVA forces around RIPUCORD would further facilitate
operations in areas to the south and southeast. Therefore, the decision to
extract from RIPUCRD was made.

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVLG<K
JUBJECT: Operational haport - lLeassons Learned, 101at Airhorne Diviajon
(Airmobtle), Paried Eniding 31 -July 1970, LS CSFUI-€S (F2) (u)

(4) HIW.OkD operations vere highly succesaful, cauning heavy NVA cusualtien
and Araving the enemy from his cacha sites. His massing nf forcen arnund the
firebane presanted numernus target: vulnerable to hesvy air and artillery fire-,
The 24 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf was axtracted, andFS/0B hIPLCHD was closad nn

23 July.
(£) 63 Adr Activities:

(a) During tha reportins period, clona alr support sorties were flown
in the Adivision ares of operatinn as follows:

May Jupe July
Preplanned sorties 370 124, 1130
Immndiate sortiesn 263 103 207
{.ombat sky spots 305 127 80
Flaraships 17 13 15
‘mnshipa (Spooky, 36 46 37

3hadow, and Stinger)

(b) Tactical air strikes expended 7818 tons of hombs and 532 tons of
napalm Aduring the repnrtings period.

(7) Enemy 1osses during the reporting period:

Coptacts KIA  KBA® KBH* AW INC  LSWC
May 372 07 W 67 2 A1 33
June 300 223 9 78 6 65 21
duly 4N 643 20 232 6 63 43

Totals 1103 1273 3 3T 14 209 97

* Ki11ed by artillery and killed by helicopter figures included in KIA fipures,

4
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AVDG.CC
SUBJECT: Operational heport - Lessons Learned, 10lst Airborme Division
(Atrmobile), Period Fnding 31 July 1970, KCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

{(8) Friendly losses during the reporting period:

iy KA WIA  MIA  NBD  NBI = Total
HHC /Div 0 o o} 0 0 o
HHC /1 Bde 0 0 ) 0 2 2
HHC/2 Bde o} 1 0 0 1 2
HHC/3 Bde 2 Iy 0 ) 0 6
3/187 13 67 1 4 5 90
1/327 9 51 0 5 13 78
2/327 3 L1 0 2 14 €0
/501 6 27 0 2 36 7
2/501 4 211 2 2 18 274
1/502 2 8 0 1 14 25
2/502 25 164 0 4 19 212
1/506 39 154 9 1 16 219
2/506 35 208 4 1 28 276
3/506 13 37 0 0 9 59
DIVARTY 18 149 0 3 28 198
101 Awn Gp 29 7G 2 2 17 126
DISCOM 9 18 0 2 9 38
217 12 56 0 7 7 82
L/75 (Rgr) 7 23 0 0 0 30
326 Engr 3 18 0 0 4 25
501 Sig 3 3 0 0 0 6
101 MP 0 0 0 o 0 0
265 0 2 o o o} 2
TOTALS 260 1312 18 42 240 1881

(9) Operations Narratiwe., See Inclosure 1.
b, {(€) Training.

{1) The seven-day program for battalion refresher training was initiated
o 12 May 1970, This program provides two days for troop movement {(the first
and last{ and five days for the conduct of training and recrestion. Companies
are rctated for one-day stand downs at Eugle Beach during the five-day training
period, allowing one day of recreational stand down and four days of training
for each company. During the reporting period, all infantry battalions
conducted refresher training, and three hatialions completed a second refresher
training cycle. Under the previocus tattalion refresher training program,

CONFIDENTIAL
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AVDG-GC
SUBJECT: Operational Heport - Lessons lLearned, 101st Airborne Division
(Afrmobile), Period Eniing 31 July 1970, KCS CSFOR-65 (K2) (u)

infantry battalions conducted ten days of training on a rotational basis.

A separate program for recreational stand down was conducted, allowing

infantry battalions a three-day recreational perfod at Eagle Beach, on a
rotational basis. This separate program caused the time required for a
complete cycle of battalion refresher training to be excessive, The systen
was not flexible enough to respond to operational requirements, causing

several postponements of refresher training, The new system is more responsive
to operational requirements because of 1t3 decreased length and the fusion of
recreational and training stand downs. It allows infantry battalions to
conduct refresher training every 50-60 days. This increased freguency of
training periods enables more effective integration of replacements, correctinn
of unit tactical weaknesses, and implementation of lessons learned,

(2) A ranger strike operations course was organized at the Screaming
Eagle heplacement Training School to train the Hac Bao (Black Panthers)
Reconnaissance Company of the 1st Inf Div (ARVN) in the use of airmobile
techniques during small unit raids apgainst selected enemy targets., The
training program is eight days in duration, with subject areas in map reading
and land navigation, small unit airmobile operations, patrolling, and the use
of demolitions. The training program is concluded with a field exercise
against a target in the division reconnaissance zone, selected from division
intelligence sources. Instruction is conducted by SERTS cadre; a special
cadre team composed of one officer and four enlisted men from Company L
(Ranger), 75th Inf; and specialized instruction presented by the 326th Engr
Bn, the 326th Mad Bn, and the G2 imagery interpretation section. Interpreters
are provided by the 1lst Inf Div (ARVN), The cadre team from Co L (Ranger),
75th Inf accompanies the platoon in all training, to include the field
exercise, During the period of this report, three platoons completed the
training, and an additional three platoons were scheduled to receive the

training during the month of August,

(3) The division continued its intensified training program in the pop-
ulated lowlands with one dedicated battalion and a varying number of mobile
training teams, The dedicated battalion is assigned the mission of conducting
operations in Phu Loc District, employing 100 percent of its assets and resources
in pacification and development and upgrading the combat effectiveness of
territorial forces. The district has nad a long record of Viet Cong Infra-
structure (VUI) incidents. The battalion assists the distriet chief in all
" aspects of his administration, training, and operations. To accomplish this
mission, the battalion headquarters i1s collocated with the district head-
quarters, and elements of the battalion conduct joint operations with Regional
Force, Popular Force, and Peoples Self Defense Force units, down to and includ-
ing' squad level. All operations are integrated with those of the distriet
forces., In coordination with MACV mobile advisory teams (MAT) and sector

6
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AVDG-GC
SUBJECT: Operational! heport - Lessons Learmed, 1015t Airtorne Mvision
(Atrmotile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, KCS LSFUR-65 (F2) (U)

of ficials, RF apnd FF units are rotated to Phu Loc Distriet to receive train-
ing vith the dedicated battalion, OUn-the-~job training is provided by the
dedicated battalion through coordination with the district chief and district
senior advisor. Training i3 tailored to the specific raquirements of the
unit being trained and is conducted primarily with equipment on hand ani
available to the unit being trained. 1In addition to the dedicated battalion,
mobile training teams are provided by elements of the 24 Brigade to truin and
assist RF, PF, and PSDF forces throughout the lowland area. From 20 to 22
mot ile training teams (MTT) were provided durine the reporting period to
assist territorial force commAndera in the conduct of combat/security oper-
ations and training as required. The concept of employment of MTTs was
changed on 17 May 1970 at the renuest of GVN officials, The primary role

of the MIT had been to provide formal training. This has been changed tn the
technique of on-the-spot corrections durine the conduct of oparations as the
orimary instructional vehicle. Formal classes are presented only upor request
of end for specific instruction desired by GVN officialas. Three types of
MTTs are employed. Diatriet {aubsector) teams are organized to assist the
district staff in improving training and operational effectiveness of FF
platoons and PSDF in the district. Three of these teams were deployed as

of 31 July 1970. Regional Force group teams are organized to maintain liaison
between RF group headquarters and US battalions, They assist the RF group
commander and staff in improving the operational effectiveness of the staff
and assioned companies, Fmphasis is placed on MIT participation with RF
companies on actual operatiocns, Seven of these teams were deployed as of

31 July 1970. Separata regional force company teams sre orgsnized to improve
the operational effectiveness of the separate RF companies by assisting and
advising the RF company cammander in the planning ani conduct of all combat/
gecurity operations. Emphasis is placed on MIT participation durines the con-
duct of operations. Twelve separate company teams were depioyed as of the
end of this reporting period. Al]l MITs operate in close coordination with
the distriet chief and district senior advisor to identify weaknesses and
take corrective action in an effort to upgrade the cczbat effectiveness of
the territorial forces. A fixed. rigid program i3 avoided, and ‘ormsl train-
ing is tailored to correct specific weaknesses of units. It is presented on
A level cormensurate with the 3kills resuired by *‘he unit to perform its
mission, During the three months of the reporiing period, MITs conducted
training for ore RF company group, 25 separate RF compunies, 20 FF platoons,
and 84, members of the PSDF, They also participated in seven RF group
operations, 99 company-size operations, 109 platoon-size operations, and 203
squad-size operations., This program of intensified trainine in the populated
lowlands of the Adivision area of operation has been extremely successful,

It has substantially improved the capability of local forces and, more
impnrtantly, it has established a cadre that can continue its own development.

"
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SUBJECT: (perational Report - Lessons Learmed, 10lst Airborne Diviainn
(Atrmobile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, HC3 CSFOM.65 (H2) (U)

(4) The 101at Avn Gp (Cbt) (Ambl) conducted classes on pathfinder
opaerations from 4 to 15 May and from 25 May to 5 June. A total of 30
membars of the 1lst Inf Div (ARVN) received this training. On 22 and 23
May, a training team from the 101st Airborne Division Support Command
(Amb.) conducted classes on halicopter 1nad preparation for 106 members of
the ,2th ARVN Artillery Battalion at Dong Ha. Instruction included care,
maintenance, and capabilities of air items and general sling load prepmration
procadures for artillery units. The 10lst Airborne Division Artiliery
{Ambl) provided four separate teams consisting of one officer and one NCO
to train artillery units of the 13t Inf Div (ARVN} in fire direection and
firing battery procedures and techniques. Each unit received two weeks of
training, and a total of 14 AhVN artillery batteries received this inatruction,

{5) During the reporting period, a readiness report was formulated for
kegional Forca (RF), Popular Force (FF), and Peoplea' Self Defense Force
(P3DF) elementa. Data for the Teport are collected from Territorial Forces
Evaluation System (TFES) reports, PSDF status reports, and weekly MTT reports.
The resdiness report provides a concise and comprehensive evaluation of the
readiness level of four major areas of development -~ personnel, equipment,
training, and operational proficiency. Heports are prepared each month. The
first two monthly reportis were completed during this reporting reried. Initiel
indications are that the report will provide an effective means of evaluating
the development of territorial force units and will serve as a useful
management tool for the deployment of divisional MIT resources,

c. {C) Chemical.

(1) General., The division chemical section, with operational control
of the 20th Chemical Detachment (UBRC) and the 10th Chemical Flatoon (D3},
performed a variety of chemical missions in supvort of division operations
during the reporting period, A discussion of each type mission follows.

(a) Airborne Personnel Detector (APD) Oparations. The Airburne Person-
nel Detector continued to be employed as an intelligence pathering device to
supplement and/or confirm other intelligence concerning enemy locations and
activity. During April, all APD missions were conducted by the 2d Souadron
{Airmobile), 17th Cavalry. Beginning in May, missions were performed by the
lst and 33 Brigades as well as by the 2d Sadn {(Ambl), 17th Cav, A total of
128 missions were conducted durineg the reporting pariod. APD reading indicated
severa] areas where enemy activity had sigmificantly increased, assisting the
ability of divlision units to engare the enemy during his incursions into for-
ward base areas, Foutes of infiltration were engaged with artillery and air
strikes,
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{b) Aerisl Flame Upersilions. Aerial flame missions were 2onducted in
ar~ns belisved to be bnoby trapped, to eclear fields of fire arount fire
support buses, tc clear ant expund landing zones, ani to destray sussected
snemy positions and cache sites, Both CHA7? end UHIH aircraft were uased in
flame 1rop operations., A total of 52 flame migsions was conducted during
the period, As the weather in the division AO improved ani division units
moved desep into the canopy, several new forwari fire supnort bases were
constructed and several abaninned bases reoccupled. Extensive clearing
nperatinons were coniucted around perimeters to facilitate visual observatinn
and to provide fields of fire. bulk flame drops, usirr eight to ten 55-
galion druns of thickened fuel, wsre condu~ted utilizing an externai sling
load from a CHL7 helicopter. In April and Mav, & totel of 1997 Arums of
thickened fuel was dropned in 240 sorties durinp clearing operatinna. The
nrineipal fire supnort bises cleured were KIMOD, GFANITE, GLADIATO!,
AKKASAN, FALCON, VEGHEL, 3TiIKe, KATHKYN, BRICK, and SHOCK. A major flame
project was initiated and completed for the 2d hOK Marine Brigsde in an
area 20 kilometers south of De Nang during the months of April and May.

The project was conducted to assist in clesaring a booby trapped area, which
had btesn chosen for resettlement by Vietnamese civilians, and to provide
tachnical assistance and training for the hOK forces in the development of
their own flame program. ODuring the operation, 870 drums of thickened

fuel were dropped in 87 aircraft sorties, A total of 13 secondary explosions
was observed during the drops. The divisien provided a CH47 helicooter and
necessury personnel for the execution of the mission. Division chemical
officers explained concepts of emploment and operational technigues in
briefings at the FKOK brigade headnuarters, KOK forces assisted in the
oparation by marking tarset areas and rigging drop nets, As a result of
training providei by the division, KOK forces commenced their own flame drop
progrum in coordination with the 1st Marine Division, During the month of
tay, three heavily booby trapped landing zones were cleared using flame fuel,
As a result of the six sorties conducted, 27 large secondary explosions
oceurred,

{¢) CS Operations, Bulk C32 missions were conlucted, using both organic
CH47 helicopters and Alr Force high performence aircraft on routes of infiltra-
tion in the dlvision reconnaisssnce zone, The drops and bombings were trrgeted
to restrict heavy vehicular traffic, thus interdicting enemy tacticsl and
logistic advances inte foruard base areas. Llosds consisting of 55-gallon
drums of €32, rigwed with the XM325 impact fuze and burster system, were
dropned from CH,7 aircraft rom an approximate height of 4000 feet. Bulk
(52 missiens, using BLU%2 bombs, were conducted by Air Force high performance
airernft, Theas bombs were 1irected against roads leading into the northernm
A SHAU and the DA KRONG hiver Valley, Tacticesl CS missions were conducted
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against suspected enemy locations, during combat assaults, in supoort of
artillery raids, during search operations, and in support of comhined US/

ARVN operations, Tactical C5 was employed in support of a lst Brigade
artillery and air raid covering three distinct target areas, UHLH helicopters
delivered CS on all targets. Two aircruft carried ten E158 CS canisters,

while a third dropped 16 to 20 rocket tubs assemblias, sach containing 20

M7A3 CS grenades. Canisters were dropoed from a height of 1000 feet, while
grenades were delivered at low level, A total of RO canisters and 710 grenades
were dropped during the operation.

A tactical CS mission was conducted to support a search operation of the
2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav. Four E158 CS canlsters were dropped cn target areas
along the sweap route. Weather conditions did not adversely affect the retention
of CS in the canopy vegetation. No 111 effects were experienced by friendly
ground troops. ,

A tactical CS mission employing 37 E158 canisters was conducted in supoort
of a combined US/ARVN operation in the vicinity of FS/CB HENDERSON, To
support troop inseriions, munitions were employed on enemy mortar and sutomatic
weapons positions directed against the proposed landing zones. Throughout
the operation, tactical CS was employed on nine separate occasions on suspected
enenmy locations and during combet assaults without ill effects to friendly
troops.

{d) Aerial Defoliation Operations. Diesel defoliation missions were
conducted around fire support beses in the pledmont ares, whera herbicides,
such as Agent Blue, could not be used due to the proximity of friendly
crops. The diesel spray retarded the growth of the foliage and sssisted in
burning, Targets included areas adjacent to CAMP EAGLE, CAMP EVANS, and
F3/0B BIRMINGHAM to clear fields of fire,

Herbicide defoliation missions, using Agent Blue, to reduce foliage were
executed against major NVA infiltration routes west of FS/OB RIPCORD, Areas
around FS/0B BASTOGNE and VEGHEL, and houte 547 connecting them,wsre spreyed
to create and preserve fields of fire. Flans were formulatedi to conduct
increased herbicide operations eround permanent fire support bases with the
approach of the dry season.

{e) Smoke Operations. Smoke operations in support of combat assaults
were conducted by the 158th Aviation Battalion (Ambl). The XM52 Integral
Smoke Generator was used to create smoke screens which effectively obscured
enemy observation, limiting his ecapability to concentrate well aimed fire on
assaulting troops and aircraft.
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The MJA2 smoke pct was used by the 1st Brigade in conjumnetion with
psychological operations. A column of smocke, lasting for a five hour period,
vas created and used as a reference point for enemy soldiers desiring to rally.

(2) Statistica: The following atatistics pertain to chemical operations
during the reporting period:

TYPE MISSION NUMBER OF MISSIONS AMOUNT
Airborne Psrsonnel Detector 128 N/A
Flame Drop 52 1,989 drums
Tactical CS 25 459 E158K2 and A0

M7A3 grenades
Sulk C3 16 56 drums and 76 BLU 52
Fougasse Eaplacement N/A 131 positions
Fusch ¥lare Emplacement N/A 12 positions
Aerial Lefoliation (Herbicide) 17 4,310 gallons
herial Deioliation (Diesel) 1 550 gallons
Protective Magks Inspected N/A 4,265 maska
Bunker 3aeding N/A 105 JEEPOs
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d. (C) Intelligence,
(1) Enemy Situation

{a) At the beginning of the reporting period, enemy units were located
as follows: ‘

1 In Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue (MRTTH), local force companies
were operating in their traditional areas of operation - Phong Dien Special
Action Tnit (PDSAU, formerly Cl113) vicinity Phong Dien (D), Quang Dien
Special Action Unit (QDSAU, formerly Cll14), vicinity YD4724, (C115 vicinity
YN6614, and C116 vicinity YD8304, The Phu Vang Special Action Unit
(PVSAU) was unlocated, The Hue City Reconnaissance Battalion (HCRB) was
located vicinity YD6514, The Phu Loc Special Action Unit (PLSAV, ‘formerly
the Phu Loc Armed Battalion) and the 4th NVA Regiment continued to operate
‘'in the Phu Loc mountains. The 4th NVA regiment headquarters was located
vicinity YC9781 with the K4C Battalion vicinity ZC0193, and the K4B Battal-
ion vicirity ZC1896. The 5th NVA Regiment was deployed south and south-
west of Hue, with the headquarters vicinity YC5282; the B04th Infantry Battal-
ion vicinity YC8195, the 810th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD5715, the 439th
Infantry Battalion vicinity YC6297, the K32 Rocket Artillery Battalion vicinity
YC7299, the Chi Thua [ Sapper Battalion vicinity YC6995, and the Chi Thua
Ii Sapper Battalion vicinity YC7290. The 6th NVA Regiment was deployed in
the canopy south of Phong Dien (D), with the regimental headquarters vicinity
YD3216; the 800th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD2922; the 802d Infantry Battal-
ion vicinity YD2010; the 806th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4622; the K35
Rocket Artillery Battalion vicinity YD3620, and the K12 Sapper Battalion
vicinity YD3423, The 29th and 803d NVA Regiments of the 324B Division were
operating east of the A Shau Valley just south and southeast of the 6th NVA
Regiment, The 29th NVA regiment headquarters was located vicinity YD4405,
the 7th Infantry Battalion YD5307, the 8th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4705,
and the 9th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4907, The 803d NVA regiment head-
quarters was located vicinity YD3415, with the lsat Infantry Battalion vicinity
YD3616, and 2d Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4412, and the 3d Infantry Bat-
talion vicinity YD3310, The headquarters of the 324B Division was in Base
Area 611 with MRTTH headquarters, The 675th NVA Artillery Regiment
remained in Base Area 111, The 11A Reconnaissance Battalion headquarters
was located vicinity YC3298. The 7th Front was located in the vicinity of
former Base Area 101, with headquarters vicinity YD1931, the 808th Infantry
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Battalion vicinity YD2333, the 814th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD3737, the
K34 Rocket Artillery Battalion vicinity YD2636, the K10 Sapper Battalion
vicinity YD3133, the K11 Sapper Battalion vicinity YD2842, and the Kil2
Transportation Battalion vicinity YD1327. The 812th NVA Regiment was
engaged in logistic activity in support of the 7th Front, with its headquarters
vicinity YD2025, the 4th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD2428, the S5th Infantry
Battalion vicinity YD0023, and the 6th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD2025.

Z In the B5 (DMZ) Front, at the beginning of the reporting period, there
were ten units operating in the DMZ and in western Quang Tri (P). The 52d
NVA Regiment, 320th Division remained in the northwestern corner of Quang
Tri {(P), The 246th NVA Regiment was operating in the western portion of
the central DMZ, with headquarters vicinity XD9371, the lst Infantry Battal-
ion vicinity XD9455, the 2d Infantry Battalion ricinity XD8363, and the 3d
Infantry Battalion vicinity XD9461. The headquarters of the 27th NVA Regi-
ment was located vicinity YD0668 with the lat Infantry Battalion vicinity
YDO0563, the 2d Infantry Battalion vicinity YD0570, and the 3d Infantry Bat-
taiion vicinity YD0459, The 75th Anti-Aircraft Battalion was operating
viecinity XD9561, The 84th and 164th NVA Artillery Regiments were alter-
nating fire support responeibility in the central DMZ area, The headquarters
of the 84th NVA Artillery Regiment was located vicinity XD9874, and the

headquarters of the 164th NVA Artillery Regiment was located vicinity YD1090,

The 126th Naval Sapper Regiment was located vicinity YD2189, The newly
arrived 66th NVA regiment headquarters was located vicinity YD0335, with
the 7th Infantry Battalion vicinity XD9841, the 8th Infantry Battalion viciaity
YDO0138, and the 9th Infantry Battalion located in the Ba Long Valley. For-
ward elements of the 304th Division were operating south of the Khe Sanh
Plateau vicinity XD8438, Elements of the 27th Battalion, 31st NVA Regiment
were operating in the Quang Tri (P) lowlands, with the battalion and regi-
mental headquarters in North Vietnam, vicinity YD1185. The 270th NVA
Regiment remained located north of the Eastern DMZ vicinity YD1986. The
33d Sapper Battalion, B5 Front was operating in the vicinity of XD9939.

(b) May 1970

1 There was a significant increase in activity by NVA units in Military
Region Tri-Thien-Hue (MRTTH) during the month, The 5th and 6th Indepen-
dent Regiments were ~esponeible for attacks by fire on Allied installations
in the lowlands. Enemy activity and PW reports confirmed the eastward
deployment of the 812th NVA Regiment. The mission of the 812th was to
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protect rear areas and support 7th Front and 6th Regiment incursions into
the populated lowlands of Hai l.ang and Phong Dien Districts, A PW, cap-
tured on 4 May, listed as a penetration agent (or MRTTH, stated that the

7th Front had the mission of reconnaissance and attack on the boundary areas
of Hai lang and Trieu Phong Districts, Quang Tri (P), in order to demon-
strate the strength of the VC/NVA movement to villagers in these areas,

7th Front incursions into Hai l.ang (D) later in the month confirmed this
mission. A PW report on 4 May indicated that elements of the 6th Regiment
had lirked up with the B03d NVA Regiment in order to coordinate rear service
activities vicinity FS/OB RIPCORD and Co Pung. US forcea operating
vicinity FS/OB GRANITE and FS/OB MAURELN encountered heavy 12. 7mra,
mortar, RPG, and small arms fire during the month of May. The discovery
of 60mm and 82mm CS mortar rounds at YD4411 (1 KM E of FS/OB
MAUREEN) and the use of chernical delay fused mortar rounds at FS/OB
KATHRYN indicated that the 803d NVA Regimnent recejved logistic priority
along Route T?7 during April and early May.

2 DMZ activity during the month of May was characterized by attacks
by fire in the FS/OB FULLER/CAMP CARRCOLL area. The preseance of the
66th Regiment, 304th NVA Divieion, in the Da Krong River Valley increased
the enemy threat in central Quang Tri (P). The 66th Regiment launched two
sapper attacks on Allied firebases during the month, resulting in heavy enemy
losses. The 66th Regiment was the target of a B52 strike early in the month,
resulting in 97 NVA KIA. Aerial surveillance in the 66th NVA Regiment area
of operations indicated heavy logiatic activity in the vicinity of the Laotian
Salient.

{c} June 1970

1 In Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue, the 7th Front remained inactive
throughout the manth, possibly recovering from losses suffered in late May
following incursions into Hai Lang (D). The 812th, 803d, and 29th NVA
Regiments continued to occupy well established raountain base areas east of
the Da Krong and A Shau Valleys. The nission of these units was to lure
UUS and ARVN forces deep into the canopy, leaving the coastal lowlands exposed
to infiltration ty the 7th Front in southwestern Quang Tri (P) and by the 4th,
5th, 2nd 6th Independent Regiments in Thua Thien (P). The 812th NVA Regi-
ment continued to provide logistic support to the 7th Front and to support

attacks against ARVN firebases in the central canopy. The 29th NVA Regiment

14

CONFIDENTIAL

h




o e g —————

CONFIDENTIAL

AVDG-GC
SUBJECT: Operational Report - l.essons l.earned, 10lst Airborne Division
{Airmobile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2) (1)

shifted its area of operation west to avoid detection and destruction by Allied
forces applying pressure from the east. The 803d NVA Regiment showed
signe of increassqd offensive activity and attack preparations in the FS/OB
RIPCORD and FS/OB MAUREEN areas. The 4th NVA Regiment launched

a coordinated attack against five allied installations in Phu Loc District on
10 June and then returned to its normal low level of activity for the remain-
der of the month. The 5th and 6th NVA Regiments increased the number of
attacks by fire againat Allied forces using 60mm and 82mm mortars and
122mm rockets,

2 Enemy DMZ activity during the month of June was at is lowest level
since prior to April 1970, Enemy forces in the central DMZ reduced their
attacks by fire in the FS/CB FULLER/CAMP CARROL]L area in order to
resupply and reposition in preparation for future offensive actions in July
or August, During the month, there was a significant increase in activity
in western Quang Tri (P) and in the Laotian Salient, There were indications
that the 9th NVA Regiment, 304th Division was infiltrating into the area to
join the 66th NVA Regiment., On 21 June, a map overlay was captured in
the Vietnamese Salient by the HAC BAO Company, lst Infantry Division (ARVN},
showing telephone lines from forward elements of the 304th Division, located
in the lLaotian Salient, to the 7th Front located to the northeast.

(d) July 1970

(1} 1o Military Region Tri~-Thien-Hue, tb: majority of enemy initiated
activity was recorded in the FS/OB RIPCORD area, where elements of the
6th and 803d NVA Regiments had begun tc mass, On 17 July, the firebase
received 120mm mortar fire. This was the first use of that weapon in the
MRTTH area of operation in over 18 months, The enemy continued to inten-
8ify his mortar and ground attacks against US units operating vicinity FS/OB
RIPCORD until 23 July, when the firebase wae closed. There was a signifi-
cant decrease in 29th NVA Regiment activity, with indications that the unit
had withdrawn west. At the beginning of the month, elements of the 7th Front
tried again to enter castern Quang Tri (P} lowlands, resulting in 135 NVA
KIA and 17 PWs captured. Enemy unite were identified as the 805th Battal-
ion, 7th Front, reinforced by the 1st Company, K6 Battalion, 812th NVA
Regiment and a signal squad from the K4 Battalion, 812th Regiment. Activity
in the 4th and 5th NVA Regiment areas of operation remained at a low level,
except for attacks by fire against Allied inatallations in the lowlands in early

July,
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(2) In the B5 (DMZ) Front, enemy initiated activity was relatively light
in July, although movement throughout the DMZ continued at a high level.
The number of attacks by fire declined from 67 in June to 45 in July. During
the latter part of July, in the central DMZ, the 84th and 164th Artillery
Regiments resurned attacks by fire on FS/OB FULLER and C-2 Combat
Base. Ground contacts decreased by approximately 50%. The most signifi-
cant contact during the month occurred in western Quang Tri (P) on 8 July,
when Allied forces suprised elements of the 9th NVA Regiment, 304th NVA
Division, attempting to infiltrate into SVN, Air Cavalry elements and troops,
supported by helicopter gunships, engaged and killed 139 NVA in the Khe
Sanh plains and captured four PWs. The PWs stated that the 1st and 2d Bat-
talions of the 9th Regiment were to control the region in the vicinity of Khe
Sanh and south of the Ba Long Valley. They also stated that elements of the
2d Battalion, 246th NVA Regiment were operating in western Quang Tri (P).
The presence of the 9th and 66th Regiments, 304th NVA Division confirmed
the enemy's determination to protect his lines of communication and base
areas which had been established in that area. This build-up of NVA forces
in western Quang Tri (P) also threatened Allied installations and population
centers north and northeast of the Ba Long Valley. )

(e) At the end of the reporting period, enemy units were relocated as
follows:

1 In Military Region Tri-Thien-Hue (MRTTH), local force companies
relocated were the Phong Dien Special Action Unit, vicinity YD3528, the
Quang Dien Special Action Unit, vicinity YD5122, and the Phu Vang Special
Action Unit, vicinity YC9398, The 5th NVA regiment headquarters was
relocated vicinity YC6382, with the 804th Infantry Battalion vicinity YC9398.
The 6th NVA Regiment, while still deployed in the canopy south of the
Phong Dien (D) piedmont, concentrated more around the FS/OB RIPCORD
area, Battalions of the 6th Regiment relocated were the 800th Infantry
Battalion vicinity YD3725, ‘the 802d Infantry Battalion vicinity YD3018,
the 806th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4224, the K35 Rocket Artillery Bat-
talion vicinity YD3620, and the K12 Sapper Battalion vicinity YD3423. The
29th and 803d NVA Regiments of the 324B Division were operating east of
the A Shau Valley just south and southeast of the 6th NVA Regiment. The 29th
NVA regiment headquarters was located vicinity YD4306, the 7th Infantry
Battalion vicinity YD4906, the 8th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4807, and
the 9th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD4208. In late July, an unidentified
transportation battalion was reported to be operating vicinity YD2914. The
7th Front was still located in the vicinity of former Base Area 101, after

16

CONFIDENTIAL



23

CONFIDENTIAL

AVNDG-GC
SUBJECT: Operational Report - l.essons learned, 10)st Airborne Division
(Airmobhile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (F2) (1)

having made several costly incursions into the lowlands during the reporting
period. The battalions relocated in the 7th Front were the 808th Infantry
Battalion vicinity Y3339, the 814th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD2840, the
K10 Sapper Battalion vicinity YD3534, the K11 Sapper Battalion vicinity
YD2546. The 812th NVA Regiment continued logistical and offensive activity
in support of the 7th Front, The 4th Infantry Battalion was relocated vicinity
YD2834, the 5th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD1829, and the 6th Infantry Bat-

‘talion vicinity YD2730. The KI19B (AKA 20th) Sapper Battalion, 304th NVA

Division, under the operational control of the 812th Regiment, was located
vicinity YD1927,

2 In the B5 Front, at the end of the reporting period, there were eleven
units operating in the DM7 and western Quang Tri (P) areas. The 52d NVA
Regiment, 320th Division is no longer carried in the northwestern corner of
Quang Tri (P); it is most likely located in North Vietnam. At the end of the
reporting period, the 2d Infantry Battalion, 246th NVA Regiment was located
vicinity XD7944. Forward elements of the 304th NVA Division moved farther
south, vicinity XD9922, and were reinforced by the newly arrived 9th NVA
Regiment. The 9th NVA regiment headquarters was located vicinity XD7738,
with the lst Infantry Battalion located vicinity XD7740, the 2d Infantry Battal-
jon vicinity XD8236, and the 3d Infantry Battalion near the western Quang Tri
(P) border west of Khe Sanh. The understrength 66th NVA Regiment, 304th
Division was operating in western Quang Tri (P), with the headquarters element
vicinity XD9533, the 7th Infantry Battalion vicinity XD8832, the 8th Infantry
Battalion vicinity XD8930, and the 9th Infantry Battalion vicinity YD0530,

The 270th NVA Regiment remained located north of the eastern DMZ, vicinity
YD1986, with its 4th Battalion periodically making incusions south of the DMZ,

(2) Viet Cong Infrastructure (VCI) Aciivities in Thua Thien (P)

(a) The mumber of VC/VCI related incidents decreased slightly from 47
in April to 42 in May. Kidnappinge, sabotage, and rice collections remained
at the same level as reported during April, while propaganda activity decreased
sharply, Terrorism and assassinations increased during May. Enemy attacks
by fire directed against ARVN and GVN installations in the lowlands increased
to five attacks during May, compared to two in April. That activity was
believed to have beean politically rather than militarily motivated, due to the
numerous Vietnamese holidays in May. NVA infiltration into the lowlands
increased from three incursions in April to six in May. All of these incidents
occurred in Phu Loc (D), and can be attributed to elements of the 4th and 5th
NVA Regiments. This increase possibly means that NVA operations have been
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extended into the lowlands 1o assist VC/VCI forces in disrupting the G/ N
pacification and development program. VC/VC] activity in Phong Dien 1))

intensified during May, with increases in ierrorism, sabotage, anc kidnap-

ping. Further evidence confirmed the reorganization of the Cl13 local
Force Company into local guerrilla units operating throughout Phong Dien
{I3), During the month of May 1970, a total of twenty-four VCI cadre was
eliminated by Allied operations iniThua Thien (P). Of this number, nine
were considered significant by curfrent MACV standards.

{by The number of VC/VCI] rélated incidents decreased from 42 in

May to 36 in June. Of the total incidents, ©7% involved sabotage, kidnapping,

assassination, or terrorist activities. The'overall decrease of VC/VCI
related incidents can be attributed :fto a lull iﬁ.‘enemy activity from 19 to
25 June, when no incidents were reported. Ehemy activity resumed on
26 June and continued through the dnd of the mgnth. During June, the
NVA launched a series of attacks bl fire against Allied installations in
the lowlands. The enemy employed 60mm mortars, 82mm mortars, and
122mm rockets during these attackd. US installations shelled during
June include CAMP EVANS (4, 8, 4nd 26 June), CAMP EAGLE (twice
cn 26 June), FS/OB LOS BANOS (19 June), and FS/OB TOMAHAWK

(10 June). FS/OB TOMAHAWK was the only installation in which the
standoff attack was immediately followed by a ground assault. FS/OB
ROY, ar ARVN installation, was alBo attacked by fire on 10 June. GVN
installations shelled during June include the Phy Trach Bridge (26 Jurne),
Phong Dien (D) HQ (4 and 26 June), Phu Loc (D) HQ (10 June), and

Nuoc Ngot Bridge (10 June). Itis important to note that the majority

of the attacks by fire occurred on 10 and 26 June, It is possible that

the 4th, S5th, and 6th NVA Regiments increased their offensive opera-
ticns in the populated areas in order to take advantage of US and ARVN
presence in the western canopy. In Phu Vang (D), on 29 June, two
election officials were attacked by three VC/VC], resulting in one
election official killed, one election official wounded, and one ARV
soldier killed. The Primary VCI objective was to show the populace
what will become of those who actively participate in any activity which
would enhance GVN contzol of the populace. During the month of June,
a total of 31 VCI cadre was eliminated by GVN and Allied operations
within Thua Thien (P). Of this number, elever. were coneidered signifi-
cant under current MACV standards,
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{c) The numbher of V(./V( ] related incidents increased from 36 in

iune to %8 in July. Of the total incidents, 50% involved sahotage, kidnapping,

amsassination, or terrorist incidents. The overall increase of V(. /V(]
relatad activity can be attributed to an increase of enemy activity in
Ihong Dien and Mam Hoa [listricts. An increase in rice collections was
noted throughout the lowlands, indicating that enemy terrorist activity
was hampered by the need for foodstuffs. VC/VCI activity in FPhong

Nien (D) showed increases in acts of terrorism, kidnappings, assassina-
tions, and rice collection, The majority of terrorist incidents invoived
attacks by fire on (3V}M inestallations and hamlets. A marked increase in
V(./VC] related incidents was noted in the resettlement areas of northern
PPhong Dien (D). Thene were the first significant incidents in the area
since ite founding in Jamiary 1970. During July, enemy forces operating
in the lowlands launched a series of attacks by fire against Allied, APVN,
and (GVN installations. Allied bases shelled in July include CAMJ’ FAGLE
(7 July), CAMP EVANS (26, 28, and 29 July), FS/OB T-BONE (22 and

28 July), and the VANH TRANH Training Center (5 July),

two of the attacks by fire on (CAMJ? EVANS occurred during daylight

hours. There were seven reported attacks hy fire against GVN instal-
Attacks directed against

lations during July, cornpared to six in June,

11S installations decreased from seven in June to four in July.

During

the month of July, a total of 24 VC] cadre was eliminated by VN and
Of this number, eight were
The following table com-

pares the V(./VC] incidents for May (left), June (center), and July (right)

Allied operations within Thua Thien (P).
considered significant under MACV standards.

hy district:

Significantly,

District Fin/F.con Prop Sab Intel FKid Assas Terror Total
’hong Dien 0/0/1 0/1/1 4/3/2 o0/o/0 1/1/2 0/0/1 3/4/S 8/9/12
Huong Dien 0/0/0 o/o/o o/o/0 o0/0/0 0/0/C 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0
(uang Dien 0/0/0 o/o/o o/t1/0 o0/1/0 G/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/] 0/2/1
fluong Tra 3/0/0 1/2/2 0/3/0 o0/0/¢ 2/0/1 o0/1/0 1/1/1 11714
Huong Thuy 0/0/1 1/1/0 o/0f/0 o0/0/0 1/0/0 1/0/0 1/0/1 4/1/2
J*huy Vang 0/0/0 0/0/y o/o/0 o/o/0o 0/0/0 0/1/0 o0/0/0 0/1/1
I*hy Thu o/0/0 1/1/0 o0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 3/1/1 4/1/0 8/3/1
’hu Toc 61616 1/0/1 s/2/1 0/0/0 0/2/0 2/0/0 1/2/1 15/12/9
Vinh loc 0/0/0 n/0/0 o/o/0 0/0/0 0©0/0/0 0/0/1 0/0/0 0/0/1
Nam Hoa 0/0/s5 c/0/0 o/o/0 O0/0/0 0/0/0 O0/1/0 0/0/1 0/1/6
fHue 0/0/0 o/o/1 o/o/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/1
TOTAL 9/6/11 4/5/6 9/9/3 0/1/0 4/3/3 6/4/3 10/8/10 42/36/38
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{3) G2 Air Operations,

(a) Prior to 1 May, all photo and IR missions were passed to XXV
Corps for processing. The direct support concept was introduced on 1
May. All missions which Mohawk aircraft were capable of flying were
assigned by the 101st Abn Div (Ambl) directly to the 131st Surveillance
Airplane Company (SAC). This proved to be more effective and enabled
the division to establish priorities which resulted in a more responsive
surveillance plan,

{b) The 01-D sorties allotted from the 220th Reconnaissance Airplane
Company (RAC) were used in a new capacity, The aircraft were tasked to
fly night surveillance around fire support bases which had received indirect
fire during the hours of darkness, By sighting flashes and directing air-
strikes and artillery these night surveillance missions proved to be effec-
tive in reducing the intensity of enemy indirect fire,

(4) G2 Ground Surveillance Operations.

(a) On 1 June, the Dart ] sensor readout station became operational,
After a two week evaluation period, the responsibility for the readout and
interpretation of sensors in the division reconnaissance zone passed from
the BATCAT (EC-121) aircraft to the Dart | facility at Quang Tri Combat
Base. Reports of sensor activations are passed immediately to the Ground
Surveillance Section, 101lst Abn Div (Ambl) and lst Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech)
via direct telephonic communication for quick reaction and intelligence uee,

(by During the reporting period, the number of ground monitor sites
increased to eleven with establishment of sites at ¥S/OB RIPCORD (YD3419),
FS/OB BRICK (YC8399), FS/OB KATHRYN (YD4711), FS/OB VEGHEL
(Y1H5503), and FS/OB RAKKASAN (YD4919). These additional sites reflect
the offensive posture of ground tactical units in their operations to the south
and west against elements of the 6th, 29th, and 803d NVA Regiments. At
the end of the reporting period, two of these sites, FS/OB RIPCORD and
BRICK, were closed, with relocations planned to support future operations,

(c) During the month of June, sensor-detected activity increased in
the division reconnaissance zone to over 100 activations per week. A high
of 190 was reached for the period 21-27 June. The major increases in
sensor-detected activity occurred along OL-9, Route 616, and Route 9222,
Confirmation of increased enemy activity in these areas, by visual reconnais-
sance, led to the employment of aerial bombardment and insertion of g-ound

units, 20
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(d) During the reporting period, the number of operational R¥ seneor
strings in the division area of operation, increased from 76 to a new high
of 147, enabling the divisiorn to meet its minimum goal of one set per rifle/
recon platoon. Operaticnal USD/Wls increased from 42 to 63. Forty-two
Balanced Pressure systems (BPS) and seven Infrared Intrustion Detectors
(IID8) were added to the inventory for base defense of Camp Hochmuth
{Phu Bai Combat Base}.

(5) Counter Intelligence Section

{a) The CI Section, 10lst Military intelligence Company, engaged in a
variety of activities in support of its primnary mission of safeguarding the
101st Abn Div (Ambl) from enemy sabotage, espionage, and subversion, 1G
and C] inspections of personnel, documents, and physical security programs
were conducted to detect and eliminate security hazards. Technical support,
in the form of fingerprinting, safe combination changes, recovery of lost
combinations, and repair of security containers, was continuously provided
both by division and supporting CI teams,

(b) Personnel security investigations, complaint type investigations,
and limited investigatione to insure the validity of security clearances were
conducted in the division. Clearances for 1086 replacements were validated;
471 SECRET clearances were granted; 3568 local files checks were conducted;
and 431 intelligence record checks were forwarded to higher headquarters by
the personnel security investigations (PSI) section, Additionally, 115 Bl
and NAC requests were processed,

(c) The base camp security program was enhanced by the establishment
of liaison with the Industrial Relations Division, Phu Bai. The intent of
this liaison is to increase the number and effectiveness of informants., During
the reporting period, the CI section recruited 30 new informants,

(6) G2 Plans/Order of Battle Section. The G2 plans/order of battle
section continued to monitor and record the enemy situation throughout north-
ern | Military Region, with increased emphasis in disseminating collected
intelligence. The order of battle handbook was updated during the reporting
period to maintain an accurate description of enemy units operating in Quang
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Tri and Thua Thien Provinces. The division intelligence collactior nlan
was published on 1 June. The collection plan containa esaential elements
of information (EEI) necded on the enemy missginn, nreganization. and area
of operation. Wide distribution of the plan was made to higher. adjacent,
subordinate, and supporting organizations with an intelligence callection

capability.

{(7) Interrogation Section, 10lst Military Intelligence Company. During
the reporting period, the interrogation section, 101st Military Intelligence
Compzny (Divisional) processed 13 prisoners of war (12 NVA, one VC), three
Hoi Chanh (NVA), and 124 batches of captured enemy documents,

(8) Weather. The Air Force weather teamn, 5th Weather Squadron,
continued to provide meteorological support for the 101at Abn Div (Ambl).
The weather team provides climatological information, weather forecasts
for individual flights by Army aviators, current weather reports for field
commanders, weather summaries used in the evaluation of past operations,
and daily weather advice and interpretation for the commanding general and

his staff.
(a) May 1970

1 During May, the total rainfall was normal, approximately equal to
the mean average of 4. 0 inches, Due to the sporadic nature of precipitation
during the month, some areas received more rain than the mean. The
total rainfall was 4, 04 inches and occurred on 12 days, twice the normal
frequency. Thunderstorms occurred over the mountains ou 20 daya. Low
cloudiness occurred on more days than normal. Ceilings below 1500 feet
were observed on 8 days, No ceilings less than 300 feet were observed,

No fog occurred. The average high temperature was 94°F, and the average
low temperature was 77°F, both of which are 2°F warmer than the averages

expected for May.

2 May afforded the first full month of good weather throughout the
division AQ. Airmobile operations were hampered on five daya during
May (14-16 and 20-21 May), and one B52 air sortie was cancelled on 13

May.
(b) Jure 1970

' 1 During June, the total rainfall was 4.2 inches, 1.2 inches above the
average, Precipitation fell on 11 days, twice the normal frequency.

22
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Thunderstorms occurred on eight days over the coastal plains and on 22
days over the mountains, Ceilings below 1500 feet were obaerved on
three days, No ceilings of less than 300 feet were reported. Fog was
observed on two days, The average high temperature was 95°F, and the
average low temperature was 79°F, both of which are ZOF warmer than
the average high/low for June.

2 Airmobile operations during June were relatively unrestiicted excep:
during periodic afternoon thunderstorms. Tactical air moves were cancelled
on five days (4, 12, 13, 14, and 18 June) three of which {13, 14, and 18 June)
were significant,

(c) July 1970

1 The average rainfall over the coastal plain was 2, 50-inches, which
was 0. 8 less than expected for the pericd, Thunderstorm activity was
normal, with six thunderstorm days recorded over the coastal plain and
12 days over the mountains. No ceilings of less than 1500 feet were
recorded, and ne fog days occurred in the coastal plain, Maximum tem-
peratures were 4°F higher than normal, with a mean temperature of 96°F.
Mean minimum temperatures remained at their seasonal average of 78 F,
Turbulence and strong surface winds occurred for a period of 7 to 14
days. The conditions were most pronounced over western portions of the
area of operation, where surface winds of 40 to 80 knots were recorded,
and turbulence was of moderats to severe intensity.

2 Airmobile operations were unrestricted by weather during July.
High winds hampered aerial activity on 11 July, but did not significantly

affect operations,

{d) Precipitation Data In Inches (Coastal Lowlands).

Maximum Mean Minimum Actual
May 10,4 4.0 0.2 4.7
June 20,1 3.9 0.0 4.2
July 21.5 3.3 0.1 2.5
23
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e. (1) Personnel.

('} Chaplain. During the rcporting period, the division previde? contin-
uous chnplsin support to z11 assigned »nd attached units. A total of 4,381
religious services wac canducted with an overall attend=nce of 65,878. Cix
of the division's 24 chaplains departed during the month of July, creatimg a
considerable personnel problem.

(2) Personn-l man.gement.

{a) During the reporting period, total division sscigned strength de-
clined from 101.4% of that =uthorized cn 1 Msy to 97.3% st the ~nd of July.
Aveilability of '1 series MOS personnel declined by 14%, resulting in &
serious depletion of line company effective strength.

{(b) Prior to 1 July, the USARV rcenlistment goal was ploced st a monthe
ly reenlistment rate of 0.5% of operative strength, counting only first term
RA end AUS resnlistments. As of 1 Julv, the goal was doubled, and all reen-
listments counted, At this time, s prohibition was imposed on reenlistments
out of 11, 12 and 13 series MOS into non-combat MOS. The average monthly
reenlistment total for the previous reporting period had been 194. Mey
reenlistments totaled 20%; June, 145; and July, under the new criteria, 64.

(3) Finance. During the veporting period, the division finance office
established the 101st Mobile Finmance Forwsrd Team (MFFT) to provide full
spectrum fin»nce services t¢ personnel loeeted on fire support tases. The
team periodically visits fire support bases, permitting personnel to benefit
from services such as partisl paymecnots, allotment changes, sale of treasury
checks, collection for the savings desposit program, and acceptance of pay
inguiries, The team is med: available to all commanders located beyond the
normal service ¢ pabllity of the present forward finance offices.

(4) Changes in commsnd and staff. During the reporting period the
following chmnges in comm»nd and staff assigmments occurred:

CG MG J.J. Hennessey succeeded MG J.M. Wright ot 25 May

ADC(0) BG S.B. Berry succesded BG J.J. Hennessey on 2 Jul

ADC(S) COL C.E. Smith succeeded BG J.C. Smith on 9 Jun

2d Bde COL W.H. Root suacceeded COL R.L. Kampe on 15 May

3d Bde COL B.L. Harrison succeeded COL W.J. Bradley on 23 Jun
24
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LTC(P) E.P. Davis

COL D.E.
COL L.E.
LTC C.A. Hoenstine, Jr.

LTC R.J.

Grange

Surut

Young

MAJ P. Masterson

MAJ H.W.

LTC R.E.

LTC S.J.

Kinnison
Day

Lobodinski

LTC T. Narvsez

LTC W.J.
LTC T.E.
LTC C.J.
LTC T.E.
LTC A.E.
LTC B.B.
LTC J.C.
LTC I.C.
LTC J.D.
LTC R.J.
LTC A.B.
LTC W.N.

LTC R.J.

Falconer
Minix
Shay
Asron
West
Porter
Bard
Bland
Martling
Burke
Davis
Peachey
Guard

succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded
succeeded

succeeded
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COL C.B.
COL R.H.
COL R.S.
LTC G.D.
LTC C.W.
LTC D.R.
LTC B.B.
COL J.F.
LTC R.D.
LTC J.D.
LTC W.J.
LTC H.R.
LTC R.J.
LTC W.B.
LTC R.E.
LTC H.C.
LTC A.C.
LTC H.Y.
LTC J.N.
LTC J.L.
LTC C.A.
LTC T.L.
LTC G.N.

Sinclair
Siegrist
Fye
Moore, Jr.
Dyke
Pinney
Porter
Powers
Wood
Martling
McVMahon
Thomas'
Young
Middlemas
Keener
Holt
Lucas

Schandler

Jaggers, Jr.

Sites

Hoenstine, Jr.

Meadows

Stenehjem

on 26 Jun
on 25 Jun
oa 29 Jul
on 2 Jun
on 1 Jun
on 26 Jul
on 17 Jul
on 9 Jul
on 27 May
on 30 Jun
on 14 May
on 12 May
on 6 May
on 8 Jun

on 5 May
on 17 Jul
on 23 Jul
on 25 Jun
on 16 Jun
on 2 Jun
on 27 May
on 14 May
Jul
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159 Avm LTC C.¥, Newton succeeded LTC R.F. GLOVER on 4 Jul
326 Engr LTC C.P. Rodolph, Jr. succeeded LTC T.M. McClelland on 6 Jul
4-T77 Arty LTC C.L. Nowazlk succeeded LTC A.F. Pollard on 27 Ju
S Trans LTC H.1. Smmll succeeded LTC J.M. Hesson on 26 May
326 Med LTC R.E, Day succeeded COL J.F. Powers on 9 Jul

f. (C) Logistics.

(1) General. Logistic support for all division operstione vas provided
through the DISCOM forward service support elements (FSSE), using the concert
of area support, Throughout the periocd, a determined effort was made to re-
duce helicopter blade time whenever possible by using vehicular transportation.

() To more effectively support Operstion CLINCH VALLEY (9-15 July), a
forward refuel point was esteblished at Mai loc and & rearm point at Quang Tri.
A forward element of the 3d FSSE deployed to Queng Tri in support of two ARVN
battslions, the 24 Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav, and the 2d In (Ambl), 502d Inf for

the duration of the operation.

(b) In support of Operztion CHISAGO PEAK/LAM SON 363, the 11 refuel points
at CAMP EVANS were expanded to 25, while an additional 11 points were estab-
lished at FS/OB BIRMINGHAM. All classes of supply were drawn from the 3d FSSE
at CAMP EVANS,

(c) Super contact tesms continued to provide personnel and equipment
maintenance services to units returning from operstions for stend down. The
number of company size units supperted were as follows:

UNIT COMPLETE TEAM PARTIAL TEAM TOTAL
ist Bde:

1=327 3 1 A
2-327 2 1 3
2-502 -] 4 3o
Totel 11 6 17
2d Bde:

1-501 , 2 1 3
1=502 . g 4 12
2-501 2 1 4
Total 13 6 19
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UNIT COMIPLETE TEAM PARTIAL TEAM TOTAL
3d Bde:

2-506 7 5 12
1-506 2 3 2
3-187 2 1 4
Total 12 9 21

(2) DISCOM was tasked to provide civic action support im District II,
Hue City and to assist Thue Thien Province in upgrading the capabilities of
the Sector Maintenance and Direct Support Logistic Center (SMiDSLC). At
the end of the reporting period, five of the original 11 projecte had been
completed, and three more had been added to the task list. Approximstely
285% of DISCOM's goal for the initial phase of the SM&DSLC project had been
conrleted by the end of the reporting period.

(3) Om 1 July 1970, the 5th Trensportation Bsttalion {Alrcraft Msintenance
and Supply) (Ambl) began work on a prescribed load list (PLL) to support three
UHIM aireraft scheduled to arrive in the division on or about 1 Sevtember
197C. The PLL wes completed, and all requisitioning accomplished, insuring
the availability of all p:rts in advance of arrival of the aircraft. Special
enphasis was also placed on the requisition and procurement of special equip-
ment needed to zccomplish the bettalion mission. At the end of the reporting
period, the current authorized stockage list (ASL) for both Company A and B
totsled spproximately 11,000 lines. On 1 June, the quick resction assistence
team (QRAT) provided by the 34th Gemerzl Support Group arrived to assist in
the pulling, pscking, and shipping of approximstely 8,000 lines of identified
excess stock.

(4) The 5th Trsns Bn {Aeft Maint and Sup) (Ambl) provides direct support
for repair of 424 aircraft authorized im the division. During the reporting
pericd, 513 aircraft were repaired and released to division aviatior units.
Five 12th preventive maintenance periodic inspectioms on CH4A7 aircreft
{Operation Hook) were completed during the pericd, requiring an average of
16 days and 1,132 manhours per airecraft.

(5) The 80lst Maintenance Battelion (Ambl) technical supply continued to
process an avertge of approximately 20,000 requests per month, Demand accom-
modation fluctusted somewhat on a weekly besis, with the average for the period
at 79.5%. The begianning of the period marked a very low 45% customer satis-
faction average for the menth of May. At this time the techmical supply
activity still had a 39% zero balance. Intensive studies were initiated,
and the materiel release expediter (MRE) teams were strengthened. As a result,
receipts began to rice and have brought customer satisfaction to a 70% aver-
age for the month =f July. Many lines were dropped as s result of the study,
and some 150 lires heve been shifted to the 426th Supply and Service Bat-
talion (Ambl)}. A 100% inventory was conducted in the latter pert of May and
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' &
the Tirst veﬂé"ln\‘lggxe, which created s work becklop. When processing stsrtec
again, there were sq msfily customer issues that several lines went to zero
balance, and the percentsge at zero belance started rising. The end of thic
period finds total receipts rising agein to replenish the exhsusted stockupe,
The impect of the inventory was felt for a few weeks, however, &and the end
result wes fewer wasrehouce demands. The beginning of the period saw 460
warehouse demsnds for the month of May, compared to 17€ at the prasent time.
Techntical supply is presently carrying 5,118 lines which occupy approxim.tely
90% of available storsge spuce,

The battalion continued to provide contsct teama for the line units and
malintenance stand downs. The on-the-apot contact tesms have continued to
increase muteriel resdiness and provide for more efficient combat units. A
total of 511 technical assistence visits was conducted during the pericd.
The country store listing wes expended to reduce further the custcmer unit
administrative requirements for submitting perts requests.

g. (U) Civil Affairs.

(1) Pacification and development activities in Thus Thien Province
continued at sn accelerated rate throughout the reporting period. The number
- of projects in progress at the beginning of the period was 136, During the
period, 106 new projects were initiated, 102 rrojects were completed, and at
the end of the period, 140 projects were in progress. All the division's
efforts are closely coordinsted with GVN officisls at province and district
levels, The oversll effort of the division is directed toward the achieve-
ment of the netional objectives outlined in the Thue Thien Province Pacifi-
cation and Development Plan, 1970. The Province Civic Action Priority List,
developed at the hamlet, village, and district levels and consolidated and
approved at the province level, serves as the guideline in the selection of
projects to be undertaken.

(2) On 23 June, the finnl refugee resettlement psyment was made, there-
by eliminsting all registered refugees from the rolls in Thua Thien Province.
The resettlement payment, which consists of 10 sheets of tin and 7, 500$VN
per family, normalizes a refugee csmp, thus creating an official political
entity. When conditions permit, the people of & normalized community have
the option of returning to their original villages. When this is done, the
returning fsmilies receive a return-to-village %RTV) payment, which also
conaists of 10 sheets of tin and 7,5008VN per family. As of 30 June 1970,
63,129 of the 85,11/ refugees genersted during and after the Tet offensive
of 1968 had been returned to their nstive villsges. There remain approximately
22,000 people in 26 normslized cemps and an additionsl 15,000 people scat- :
tered throughout the province, who sre entitled to the return-to-village
psyments upon return to their ancestral homes, Continued division assistance
in the progrsm is tzking the form of limited logistic and msteriel support
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for relsted civie sction projects. A totel of 27 projects is plsnned,

including 195 schools, three dispensnries, three mevets, and six wells. ‘tor
these projects, the province is supplying cement and roofing, RF and Pr cadre
provide the labor, snd the division supplies lumber, reinforcing steel bers,

and pnails, The Phsse 1 Progrem achirved 136% of the Return-to-Village Frogr:-o's
1470 goal.

(3) In December 196%, +the division support commsnd initisted ¢ program
to upgrade the Sector aintenence and Direct Support Logistics Center {SM&DSLE,
of Thua Thien Province. From its new location in Hue, the SM&DSLC will
provide msnagement, support, snd services to sll RF, FF, PSDF, and RD cadre
and thelr equijyment in the province. Fourteen msjor subprojects constitute
the Division Support Commend <ffort, with each subproject undertsken by the
appropriste element of DISCOM. Of these, five have lLuen completed, and six
others sre ip progress.

(4) During the pericd of this report, z total of 405 MELCAPs was held,
and 23,465 medicel and dentsl patients were examined.

(5) Major projects completed during the reporting perioed:

Phu Loc District.

~—~
-]
~

An Bsng Hamlet school comstruction (20144005)
Thus lau Hamlet dispensery {2D201012)
Vong Tri Hamlet school sddition (ZDOB3008)

R o=

—
o
Nt

Phu Vang District.

Phu An Villege dispensery (YDB12262)
Thu Vang Dist-ict dispemssry repair (YD779277)
Phu Ten Villsge dike repsir (YD816€301)

[ NSYENT O

) Phong Dien District.

—~
[1]

Phong Dien Hamlet Farmers' Association Bldg repsir (YD528348)
Pho Trach Hamlet market plsce (YD503424) '

Bo Dien Hsmlet school repair (YD615298)

Phong An Village office (YD611291)

=~ Ao tro b~

—
(=1
~

Huong Dien District,

Dien Loc Hamiet school repair (YD595465) <
Ke Mon Hamlet school repeir (YD568.64)
Vinh Xuong Hamlet school repsir (YD551473)

[ Y81 ]
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The My C nursery school construction (YD620456
The Chi Tey Hemlet dispeasary (YD620436)
Dien My Village dispensary ccnstruction (YD678680)

Huong Tra District.

Long Ho Truong Hsmlet school furmiture (YD702182)
Long Khe Hamlet footbridge (YD618272)

Huong Thuy District.

Huong Thuy District power lime (YD819179)
Xuan Hoe Hamlet health station (YD782239)
Province prison f2rm equipment repair (YD802215)

Phu Thu District.

Quang Xuyen Hamlet school construction (YD89524%5)
Virh Luu Hamlet school construction (YD894215)
An Luu Hsmlet dispenssry comstruction (YD945172)
loc San Hamlet school constructior (YD8&73236)

Hue.

Phu Vinh Village school addition {(YD758206)

Phu Hoi Hamlet latrine construction (YD773234)

Phu Hoa Villare resding room comstruction (YD769228)
Phu Hiep Hamlet street repair (YD770248)

Vinh Hai Hamlet school repair (¥D080125), Vinh Loc.

) During the reporting period, 102 projects were completed including
17 schools, 11 dispenmseries, two village headquarters, 32 wells, 20 intormation

boards, three bridges, two dikes, and 15 others,

{7) The division currently has 140 civic action projects underway.

These

include eight schools, nine dispenseries, three administrative buildings,
10 merkets, 14 police stetions, 77 wells, one road repsir, three footbridges,

and 15 other.

(8) Commodities issued during the reporting period:
Cement 2,750 bags
Tin 1,106 sheets
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Construction lumber 29,141 bozrd feet
Paint 30 gsllons
Medical supplies 686 1bs

Sand 37 tons
Crushed rock 19 tons

Wire 1,275 linear feet
Clothing 685 1bs

Ammo boxes 28,317 boxes

Food 2,040 1bs

Screen vire 8 rolls
School kits 220 kits
Culvert 875 =a

Plywood 375 sneets
Scrap wood 4,680 lbs
Reinforcing steel bar 4,042 linear feet

(9) The initial lond reclamation and driver training effort in Phong
Dien District was completed during the pariod. Two of the four Minnespolis-
Moline tractors were displaced to Phu Vang District, one to Huong Thuy
District, and one is presently being repsired. The progrsm is now entirely
a Vietnsmece responsibility, to include the mrintensnce, repair and ojeration
of equipment.

(10) On 28 May, BC Smith, ADC(0), and COL Than, Province Chief, attended
the dedicstion ceremony «f Phong An Villuge Headquarters in Phong Dien District.
In a speech delivered by the Phong An Village chief, it wss noted thet 10 yesrs
ago Phong An was a scenic end prosperous area, with a well developed economy.

In 1964, the village hemdquarters was destroyed in a wave of disruptive
activities. In subgsequent years the village headquarters was relocsted twice
and destroved each time. Now, 100% of the local populstion has resettled to
its original locstion, irrigstion cansls have been constructed, and three
schools have been repsired through the pecification program since early 1969.
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In conclusion, the village chief pledped further deveiopment in securit,,
economics, and education.

h. (U) Psychological Operations.
(1) Type and quentity of propaganda medis employed:

{a) Total leaflets disseminsted:
Air: 23,871,000 Groumd: 59,100

(b) Total loudspesker broadesst hours:
Air: 645:00 Ground: 1,041:30

(c) Total movies shown: 123
Total hours: 333:45

(d) Quick reaction leaflets:
Four missions for 290,C00 leaflets

{e) Quick rezction broadcests:
Five missions for 17:00 hours

(f) Hoi Chsnh: Eight

(2) The 1st Inf Div (ARVN) and the 1Clst Abn Div {Ambl) cooperated in
the development of leaflets and tapes for employment against the 66th NVA
Regiment and other NVA units in the viecinity of FS/CB HENDERSON. The oper-
ation involved 15 hours of aerial broadcast and the distribution of 360,00C
leaflets, One NVA soldier rasllied during the reporting period.

(3) On 29 May, an earlyword mission was conducted by the 9th Special

Operations Squadron (SCS) in support of the 1lst Ba (Ambl), 327th Inf. Several

minor SOI compatibility problems were encountered but have since been elime

inated, It is felt that this mission constituted a milestone in the division's

PSYOP effort, since this was the first time that an earlyword mission was
conducted under the recently directed XXIV Corps PSYOP ground communicetion
system,

(4) 1o an obvious effort to counter the strong psychological impact of

the accelerated pacification end development program in Thua Thien Province,

the enemy increased terrorist activities in the populated lowlands during

the latter psrt of Mey., VC incidents ranged from destruction of 1,000 meters

of hamlet fencing and distribution of VC propeganda leaflets to the assas-

sinztion of the Phong Dien District Chief. As yet, the full impact of these
incidents has not been determined. No appreciable change in the attitude of
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the people toward the GVN has been detected, and 1t is felt that the ter-
rorist activities will serve only to alienate the people further from the
Nva/vC,

(5) During the middle of June, a photography team from the 4th PSYCF
Group supported the division with photographic coverage of successful civic
action projects throughcut the province, taking spproximetely 400 slides
which were later developed in Saigon. A slide show, code named "Operation

ilding Block", will be shown throughout the province by the audio-visual
tesms in cooperation with Vietnamese Information Service (VIS) cadre, in
order to stimulate populsce participstion in civic sction projects, thus em-
phasizing the overall nation-building effort.

(6) Based on recent events and intelligence reports gathered on 2C June
in the vicinity of the Vietnamese Salient, 100,000 quick reaction legflets
wers printed by the 7th PSYOP Battalion, for employment agsinst the 66th RVA
Regiment and dropped by the 9th SOS on 21 June, exploiting the disceovery of
a large enemy hospital complex. In addition, the division FSYOP section con-
ducted an aerial broadcast mission using tape recordings. Although concrete
results could not be measured, it sppesrs thet quick reaction PSYOP missions
of this nature have a detrimental effect on enemy morale due to the high
eredibility of the factusl messages,

(7) On 8 July, elements of the 2d Sqdn (Ambl}, 17th Cav, on an armed
aerial reconnaiss nce mission, in the vicinity of Khe Ssph, observed 150 to
200 NVA in the open. In respomse to an immediate PSYOP mission request from
the squadron, the division provided PSYOP support to the operation. Surrender
or Die leaflets and safe conduct passes were dropped, and ap ARVN lieutenant
made aerisl broadeasts in response to the vsried ground actions. Subsequent
airstrikes and ground operstions were exploited with lst Inf Div {ARVN) PSYWAxr
broedcasts and quick reaction leaflets. Total NVA losses, afier several days
of operstions, were very heavy. This action had e significant psychological
impaet on the NVA.

(8) One NVA corporal rsllied on 23 July in Nam Hoa District., Utilizing
the Rallier's Guide, 15,000 quick reaction leaflets were prepered and printed
containing the rsllier's name, r=nk, unit, and a statement concerning his
excellent trestment by the GVN, Information obtained during interrogation
was used to prepare a tape which was recorded by the Hoi Chanh for broedecast.
He was later exploited by the lst Brigade, which took him on an aerisl recocn-
naissance over the area he had described during his interrogation to idemntify
significanl areas. Results of this effort vere minimal as he could not
associate the airborne view with fsmiliar terrain.

(9) A USLF aircraft flew a timely high altitude misasion in support of
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Operation CHISAGO PEAK/LAM SON 363, dropping six million leaflets into the
A SHAU Valley and the immediate region to the northeast. Themes for this

sortie were Surrender or Die, Beware of B-52 Strikes, and Allied Firepower.
1. (C) Medical.

(1) During the reporting period, tactical deployment of companies within
the 326th Medical Battalion (Ambl) remained the same as in the previous
quarter, with Company A in direet support of the lst Brigade, Company B in
direct support of the 2d Brigade, and Company C in direct support of the 3d
Brigade. Headquarters and Support Company continued to provide ares medi?al
support for the division's rear elements located at CAMP EAGLE,

\

(2) Medical Statistical Recapitulation: \

co A COB co C SPT_CO 'I‘OTAL\\

Total patients seen &t clearing

station: 2,100 2,073 1,83 2,610 8,646
Total dental patients: 0 982 1,150 234 2,366
Total admissions: 135 133 229 232 729
Total transferred: 116 131 122 4d, 413
Recapitulation: .

IRHA 85 21 365 28 499

NBC 304 108 552 130 |, 1,094
Medical diseases: :

Malsria 0 0 15 . 1 16
FUCs 7 39 81 52 243
Diarrhea 51 6l 51 40 203 )
Skin diseases 199 337 334 388 .1,258

N/P 5 18 7 917 947
Gastroenteritis 30 59 38 108 235
Foot problens 24 108 75 91 198 -
Heat injuries 2 1 28 15 65

VD 121 188 52 189 . 550
Med evac missions: . . ’ 1,094

(3) Movement of the 32d Médical Depot from Phu Bai to Da Nang increased
the order and shipping time of medical supplies from eight tc 15 days. This
delay necessitated initiation of weskly circuit supply missions by the bat- - -
talion. Due to the increased distance, any emergency supplies must be deliv~
ered by helicopter. "
(4) Company MEDCAP programs have continued, with medical.compenies” in
support of brigade civil affairs programs. Each physician is scheduled for
a minimum of one MEDCAP per waek.
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(5) The »ir ambulance pliatoon continued to perform its mission of pro-
viding aero-medical evecustion support to the 10iat Abn Div (Ambl). The majur-
ity of this support originsted from CAMP EAGLE. However, for most of the
period two UHIH air ambulances have been stationed at CAMP EVANS to provide
quicker response to northern sectiona of the A0, During this reporting period,
one of the buttalion's authorized twelve alrcraft wss placed with divislinn
flight standards, leaving eleven functional nircraft with the platoon.

(6) Mandatory training required by USARV Regulation 350-1 is being
actively conducted and posted to individual training records. PEmphasis hus
been placed on OJT and MCS cross-training to increase individual proficiency
and to reduce the imprct of DERCS losses and temporary absences of personnel.
The air ambulance platoon has trken maximum advintage of unfavorable weather
during the period to improve individusl aviator proficiency in instrument
flight and inclement weather procedures.

J. (C) Signal.

(1) The 501st Signal Battalion (Ambl) continued its mission to provide
communications-electronics support for the 10lst Abm Div (Ambl) throughout
the reporting period. RATT teams continued to support the division, the three
brigndes, and DISCOM. In Oper«tion BARBRR GLADE, secure RATT was provided
in'support of Project Delta at Mai Loc.' Both AM and FM RWI stations con-
tinued in operation, and a jump capebility was provided at sll times. The
battalion responded to increased requests for J-channel communications,
linking brigades to battalion CPs at forward fire support bases, by instal-
ling AN/GRC163 equipment at FS/0OB RAKKASAN, SHOCK, VEGHEL, KATHRYN, BRICK,
GLADIATOR, and MAUREEN. Four channel systems continued to be provided at
Phu Loc District Heasdquarters, F5/0B BIRMINGHAM, FS/0OB BASTOGNE, CAMP EAGLE,
CAMP EVANS, EAGLE BEACH, and FS/0B RIPCORD. Four channel systems were also
provided at Mai Loc for Project Delta, and at FS/OBs HENDERSON, HOLCOMB and
SHEPHERD, CAMP CARROL and Dong Ha in support of combined US/ARVN operations.
Four channel systems were provided at FS/0Bs TUN TAVERN and BARNETT in sup-
port of ARVN operstions. Operational and mrintensnce responsibility of the
4-channel system linking FS/OB- T-BONE to Hue utilizing AN/MRC68 equipment
was trunsferred to the 1st Inf Div (ARVN). The battalion maintained an
overall multi-channel reliability of 98.6% during the reporting period.

This can be attributed to three factors: (a) the incressed responsiveness
of the ADAO in providing helicopter support to deliver equipment to fire

support bases when eauipment failures occurred;
(b) the decrease in msintenance problems with the multiplexer AN/TCC70

of the AN/GRC163 due to familiarity gnined through its continued utilization;

and
(c) suthorization of the battalion to obtain a temporary excess of AN/

CRC163 equipment, which provided reliable backup reserves.
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2) The battalion continuel its policy of direct exchange of equiument
that could not be immediately repaired, Division units were further assisted
by signual contact teams sent to field locations ror on-site repairc. There
were 321 work orders completed during the reporting period. Receipt and
issue of additionrl crypto equipment relieved some of the pust shortuages
and provided additionnl flexibility.

(3) The division's four MARS stations completed 13,843 phone patches
during May, June and July. The division MARS stations set a TCARV record
with 5,253 eulls during the month of May.

(4) The 63d Signal Battalion continued to provide cable, 12-channel
VHF, and microwave communications support to m:jor subordinate ard higher
unit headquarters. During Operation CLINCH VALLEY in July, contingency
circuits from CAMP CARROL to CAMP EVANS and CAMP EAGLE were activated in
support of the 3d Prig-de forward CP,

(5) The battalion began & progrsm of treining selected personnel of the
l1st Inf Div (ARVN) signal battalion. To date, three officers and six enlisted
men have received two weeks of OJT in the theory and operation of various
equipment in the battalion, The ARVN personnel spent two weeks living and
working with the 501st Signal Battalion,

k. (U) Engineer.

(1) During the reporting period, the 326th Fngineer Battalion {Ambl)
continued to provide general and direct support to the division. One new
firebase was opened and several old firebases reopened., Upgrading of the Phu
Thu Estuary Road, the Jeanne-Knight Road, and the Street Without Joy projects,
vas completed in support of tactical and civic action requirements. FProject
LIFESAVER was discontinued during the reporting period after the comstruection
or improvement of 15 landing zones in the division AOQ.

(2) During the last week of May, engineer support was consalidated and
committed to establishing a forward line of hardened firebases in the division
area of operation. The preponderance of engineer effort for the remainder
of the reporting period was committed to this task, Initially four firebuses
vere programmed for complete hardening. These hardening tasks committed
A/326th Engr to FS/OB BRICK, B/326 Engr to FS/OB KATHRYN, Companies B and D
of the 27th Engr to harden FS/0B VEGHEL and to complete construction of an
access road to the firetmse from Route 547, and Company D of the lith
Engr Bn to harden FS/OB RAKKASAN and to complete comstruction of an access
road to the firebase from FS/0B JACK. FS/0B RIPCORD was designated to be
hardened on a selective besis, During the last two weeks of the reporting
period, two sdditional firebases were designated to be hardemed., FS/OB
GLADIATOR is to be completely hardened and FS/OB MAUREEN is to be hardened
selectively.
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(3) During the summer season, with its sparse rainfall, helipad
maintenance becane a prime engineer mission, with upgrading procjects
completed at FS/OB ARSENAL, TOMAHAWK, BASTOGNE, KATHRIN, LOS BANGS and
VEGHEL; at Phu lee, Phu The, and Nam Hoa district beadquarters; and at
various bmse camp helipads. Potsble water was provided throughout the
area of operation, vith pmrification wmits loeated at FS/0B BASTOGNE,
FS/OB VEGHEL, Mai Loc, the Thua Luu Bridge, and CAMP EAGLE,

(4) At the beginning of the reporting period, a new firebase (FS/0B
SHOCK), was created out of an existing landing zone. This firebase wes
constructed under the airmobile firebase concept of seven to 10 days
occupation, and was closed after nine days of occupation., FS/0B KATHRYN,
reopened during the latter part of the previous reporting period, continued
to receive enginser support in the form of demolition and earthmoving .
work. The existing hill mass was leveled so as tc support two artillery
batteries. The task of hardening FS/0B BRICK encompassed the construction
of one 20'x32', three 10'x24' and 41 8'x12! bunkers; installation of a
tactical wire barrier; clearing of adequate fields of fire and preparation
of logistic helicopter landing pads. During the hardening process, a
system of prefabricating and airlifting bumkers to the job site was initi-
ated with excellent results, The hardening process of FS/0B BRICK was com~
pleted by the end of the second month of the reporting period,

(5) During the month of June two LZ cutting/tunker buating teams were
inserted into western Quang Tri Provimce in support of the 2d Sqdn (Ambl),
17¢h Cav operations, One team was inserted into the FS/0OB ROBIN area to
cut an LZ to permit the extraction of medical supplies and documents from
an NVA hospital site and to destroy the remaining bunkers, The second
team was inserted near FS/OB SNAPPER to cut an 1Z to extract portions
of a rice and weapons cache. This team was alsc used to destroy the re-
maining ordnance, rice, and btumkers,

(6) At FS/OB VEGHEL, a project was undertaken to provide adequate
drainage facilities for structwres on the firebase, to lay wire barriers,
and to ¢lear fields of fire, The hardening process on FS/0B VEGHEL was
completed by the 27th Engr Bn in late June. An sdditlonal requirement
to establish a 1lst Brigade forward CP, consisting of ome 10'x24' TOC and
six 8'x12' sleeping position bunkers, was completed during the last week
of the reporting period.

(?) Maneuver elements occupying FS/OB RIPCORD continued to receive
engineer support throughout the entire reporting period. A refuel point
for UH1H and LOH aireraft was constructed, and bunkers were smplaced in
-8elected positions arcund the firebase, Additional support included wire
barriers, flelds of fire, defensive positions, ané adequate drainage facil-
ities. During the latter atages of the reporting period, additional engi~
neer support was comuitted to the firebase to counter increased enemy activity.
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(a) Company B was tasked with improving the defensive posture of the
firebnse by contructing additional bunkers, a quad-50 position, numerous
revetnents, a new log pad, and repeir of damaged structures and positions.
A new position for a 1C5m howitzer Mattery was bullt after a CH47 crushed
and destroyed the existing dbuttery, to include a massive E(D effort to
deactivate and destory the damaged artillery ammunition, Engineer elemeata
were extracted with the closing of the firebase om 23 July.

{b) In support of increased ememy activity around FS/OB RIPCCORD, FS/O0B
GLADIATOR was reopened, One platoon of engineera was inserted on 19 July to
harden the firebase. Tasks to bc accomplished included constucticn of 63
bunkers and two log pads, clearing fields of fire and installation of
tacticnl wire, At present 39 bunkers have been completed.

1. (€) Army Aviaticn,
(1) General,

(a) Throughout the reporting period, the 10lst Aviation Group (Combat)
(Airmobile) provided aviation support to the division and non-divisional
units in 1 Military Region, In addition to providing airlift and armed
aerial escort support, the group augmented the seromedical capability of
the medical btattalion and provided air traffic and pathfinder support and
limited battlefield surveillence and target acquisition,

(b) Aviation requirements were met on a daily basis to provide the
necessary support for combat operations, logistic resupply, and pacification
and development efforts, Aviation support was alsc provided for Special
Forces Project Delta; CCN missions; the lst Brigude, 5th Infantry Division
{Mechanized); and the lst Infantry Divislon (ARVN) in conjunction with the
Vietmamess Air Force.

(e¢) Operation LIFESAVER and its program of landing zone expsnsion was
concluded oa 5 June 197C, During the reporting period, LIFESAVER teanms
completed 15 LZs, thereby increasing the total number of LZs created during
Operation LIFESAVER to 170. All of these LZs are functional two ship Lis
with high speed routes of approach apnd departure., During the reporting
period, psthfinders controlled air traffic on as msny as 14 fire support
tases at one time,

(2) The following are statistical data for the reporting period:

WIT HRS FLOWN  SORTIES  PERSQNNZL  TONS CARGO  ACFT RECOV
101lst Ava B 18,173 61,850 66,377 2,039 6
158th Ava B 18,15 62,778 68,358 1,889 5
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™I HRS FLONN SORTIES  PERS TONS CARGO  ACFT RECOVERIES
159th avn Ba 10,917 30,861 92,098 52,401 2
1634 Awn Co 5,690 22,686 8,71 —9 o

GROUP TOTAL 52,936 178,175 235,610 56,329 13

(3} The mumber of sircraft receiving ground fire increased by 98
over the last reporting period., The 10lst Aviation Group experienced 187
incidents of ground fire reported as follows:

UH1H ARG OH6A CHL7 CH54
135 10 3 38 1

(4) The 10lst Awn Gp (Cbt) (Ambl) conducted two airmobility classes
for commanders and staff officers of the division during the reporting peried.
The first class (15-16 May) was attended by 39 persomnel., The second airmobdl-
ity class, conducted on 26=~27 June, wvas attended by 31 perscnnel. Two pathe
finder classes vere conducted to train ARVN personnel, The first, from 4 May
to 15 May, graduated ome officer, two warrant officers, and 12 NCOs, The
secand, from 25 May to 5 June, graduated one officer, two warrant officers and
11 NCOs.

(5) Air traffic astivities for the period were:
Eagle GOA Eagle Tower Liftmastor Tower

Vay 239 59,063 9,454
June 289 26,183 10,115
July 246 28,451 12,000

{6) Throughout the pericd, the 10lst Aviation Battalion (Assault Heli-
copter) (Ambl) and the 158th Aviation Battalion (Assault Heliecopter) (Ambl)
tlternated their compaenies in providing direct combet and loglstic support
to the brigades of the division., The 159th Aviation Battalion (Assault
Support Helicopter) (Ambl) continued to provide general support to the division
for the air movement of artillery, combat troops, and supplies, Logistic
support was also provided to the 1lst Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech); the 1st Inf
Div (ARVN); and Project Delta., The 163d Aviation Company (GS) (Ambl) continued
to provide general support to the division, performing visual reconnsissance,
photography missions, courier service, p3ychological operations support,
alrborne persomnel detector missions and command and control. The company
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provided air transportation for the division general staff, During the
reporting period, the 53Cth Transportation Detachment {Alrcraft Maintenance)
(Ambl) was attached to the cumpany and accomplished direet suppert mairtenance
on all company aircraft,

m. {U) Air Cavalry Operstions. The 2d Squidron (Airmobile), 17th
Cavalry continued to perform extensive armed aerial reconnaissance throughout
porthern I Military Region irn support of Allied operatioms. The squadran
engaged in combst as an economy of force unit, provided immediate r action
forces for enemy contact and security of downed aircraft and surveillance and
security operations for the divisioa and suberdinate combat elements.

(1) The 2d Sqdn {Amtl), 17th Cav is onme of the primary intelligence
gathering agencies of the 10lst Abm Div (Ambl). With three air ecavalry troops,
a ground troop and Company L (Ranger), 75th Infantry attached, the squadron
performs extensive air and ground reconnalssance and surveillance., In the
collection, evaluation, and dessemination of intelligence information, the
squadron works closely with US and ARVN intelligence agencies. Close coord-

ination iz maintzined with the division order of battle, imagery interpretation,

ground surveillance and G-2 air sections and division IFH teams. Valuable
intelligence is gained through cooperation and informal coordination with the
lst Inf Div (ARVN) and the lst Bde, 5th Inf Div {Mech). Based on intelligemce
indicators, the squadron's combat elements are targeted against specific

areas of interest in order to provide the commanding general with a clear
assessment of the situation in all reaches of the division area of operation,

(2) The most significant findings attributed to armed zerial reconnaissance

by the 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav during the reporting period were in Jume, when
an extensive rear service area of the 66th NVA Regt was discovered in the FS/OB
Leatherneck area, and in July, when air cavalry elements discovered the 3th

NVA Regt, 304th NVA Division, infiltrating into SVN,

(3) Extensive employment of the 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav throughout the
division AO, with particular emphasis on the division reconnaissance zone,
resulted in 2,125 spot reports of enemy activity, eight crew served and 41
individual weapons captured, 396 enemy killed and five prisoners captured.

n. (0) Artillery.

(1) The 10lst Airborme Division Artillery (Airmobile) provided close
and continuous fire support to maneuver umits throughout the reporting perieod,
Light howitzer bettalions continued to provide direct support to the infantry
brigades, with the 2d Bn (Ambl), 319th Arty (105} in direct support of the
3d Brigade; the 24 Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty (105) in direct support of the 1lst
Brigade; and the Ist Bn (Ambl), 321st Arty (105) in direct support of the 2d
Brigade,
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Battery D, 24 Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty (105) remained attached to the 3d
Bn (Ambl), 506th Infantry in II Military Region.

The 24 8n (Ambl), 11th Arty (155), the 4th Bn (Aerial Arty), 77th Arty,
and A Btry (Awn), 377¢h Arty remained in general support of the diwision.

The following 108th Artillery Group units were located in the divisicn
area of operaticns in a general support role: Btry A, 2 Ba {87/175) (SP),
94th Arty at C13 Btry A, 18t Bn (8%/155) (SP), 39th Arty at FS/0OB RAKKASAK;
Btry By 13t Bn (8%/175) (SP), 39th Arty at FS/CB BAEBARA; Btry C, ist Bn
(87/155) (sP), 39th Arty at Camp Evans; Btry A, 1st Bn (82/175) (SP), &3
Arty at FS/(B BASTOGNE; Btry B, 1st Bn (82/175) (SP), 83 Arty at FS/0B
BIRMINGHAM; and Btry C, 1st Bn (8"/175) (SP), 834 Arty at FS/0B VEGEL.

Btry B, 24 Bn (8"/175) (SP), 94th Arty of the 106th Artillery Group vas
located at CAMP CARROL in Northern I Military Region and provided fires in
general support of the division.

Bixry D (M42), 18t Bn, 49th Arty and a sectlun of Btxy C (M55), 65th Arty
of XXIV Corpe Artillery were deployed in the division AO to provids fires
for base and bridge security.

(2) Artiilery fires were employed throughout the division area of
operation to disrupt ememy lines of comxmnication apnd infiltretion routes.
This was aocomplished through artillery maids and fires in reactiun to
sensor activations, mdar detections, aerial surveillance, and intelligence.
Extensive artiilery fires were employed nightly in the *“rocket belt" areas
on the periphery of the populated lowlamds and in the area adjacent to
allitary imstallations.

(3) Throughout the reporting period, TS and ARVN artillery units cun-
timed to employ coordinated fires in support of combined operaticnse The
division artillery aerial surveillanoe program contimed to locate and ad.
Just fires on enemy furces and to provide observation for artillery regis-
trationge

(4) During the period of heavy ememy contact in the vicinity of ¥S/B
2IPCORD im July, Btry B, 24 Bn (ambl), 319th Arty suffered heavy damage
when a CH4T aircraft crashed and burned in the 105mm amminition storage area,
cauging a major fire on the firebass. All six 105 howitzers of e battery
were destroyed.

(5) Repositioning of irtillery Support:

DATE . TNIT FROM 70

2 My £/2=320 TOMAHAWK KATHRYR

3 My A/2-11 GRANT® RAXKASAN
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DATE UNIT FROM 0

4 My c/2-320 VEGHEL BASTOGNE
A/2=320 BASTOGNE SHOCK
c/2-319 GRANITE GLADIATOR

2 May B(-)/2-11 EAGIE BASTOGNE
A/2=320 SHOCK VEGIEL

10 May As-g/1-321 B IRMINGHA M EVANS
A(=)/1-321 ARSENAL EVANS
c(=)/1-321 EVANS BIRMINGHAM
c(=)/1-321 EVANS ARSENAL

26 May c/2=319 BIRMINGHAM KATHRYN
B/2~320 KATHRYN BRICK

10 Jun A/2-11 RAKKASAN RIPCORD

14 Jun A(=)/2-11 RIPCORD RAKKASAN

16 Jun B/2=11 VEGHEL ZON
B/2-11 ZON VEGHEL

22 Jun A(=)/2-11 R IPCORD SHEPHERD
c(=)/2-11 ARSENAL SARGE

23 Jun B/1-321 10S BAMNCS MISKET
B/1=321 MISKET LOS BANOS
A(=)/1=321 EVANS LOS BANOS

24 Jun A(=)/1-321 10S BA:OS EVANS

25 Jun A(~)/2-11 SHEPHERD RIPCORD

26 Jun c(=)/2-11 SARGE ARSERAL

6 Jul A(=)/2-11 RAKrASAN RIPCORD

9 Jul B/2-11 VEGHEL SARGE

11 Jul B/2-11 SARGE VANDEGRIFT

16 Jul B/2-11 VANDEGRIFT VEGHEL

18 Jul B(~)/2-11 VEGHEL KATHRYN
B/2-320 BRICK GLAD IATOR
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DATE UNIT oM I

23 Jul A/2-11 RIPCORD EAGIE

26 Jw c/2-319 KATHR YN GLADIATOR
B/2=320 GLADIATOR KATHRYN

27 Ju A/2=11 EAGLE AKKASAN

29 Jul c/2~320 BASTUGHE MAUREEN
B/2-319 EVANS BASTORE

¢e (U) Informtion.
(1) Puwlic Information.
{a) Nunber of hometown news releases: 4,935.

(b) Fumber of news/feature stories released to public and military
medias 175 -

(e) Kumber of vhotographs released: 129.

(d) Yuwber of correspondents provided support by the information
offices Y1.

() Coverage was also crovided for 30 distingunished visitors to the
division, including Representative William 0. Cowger (R-Ky) and General
William C. Westmoreland, CSA.

(2) Comand Informstion.

(a) During the reporting ericd, six issues of the divimion newspaper,
"the Screaming Eagle', 213 the spring issue of the division magazina,
"endezvous with Destiny", were published.

{v) In support of President Nixon's proclamation of the peried 24-3C
May as Drug Abuse Prevention Week, the information office instituted the

followings

1 A half-hour discussion program on drug abuse was broadsast over AFVN-
TV Quang Pri at 1530 hours 30 May. The program featured one medieal officer,
ce legal oflicer, ani a moderator from ithe division.

2 A 30 second radio “spot" anncuncement concerning drug abuse and the
division ammesty program was broadcast daily over AN-R, Quang Tri.

3 The "airborme Dateline" featured drug abuse and the division ammesty
wrogram each day in the cartoon and special announcement section.
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A Tliar on dmg abuna praventinng was attachad to the dailty mlletin
for diatribution arl postine.

5 USARY Mat Sheat _2"-70, "Mmg Abmae in the Military", was reiroduced
am dintrimtad with a cover letter remiiring tha topic to ba novemd durine
June at al! unit commpniers' calls,
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2, Lessons learned: Commander's Ubservations, Evaluations snd Recommenda-
tions.

a. (J) Personnel. None.
b. {(C) Intelligence.
(1) Use and updete of intelligence data base information.

{s) Observation: A data bmse of intelligence informstion on the loca-
tion of enemy bunker complexes, cache sites, treils, and other information
gathersd during combat oper-tions and maintained at maneuver battalion level,
provides valusble informstion for units condueting patrol, surveillance, and
reconnaisssnce operstions.

{b) Evaluation: Fxperience has shown thst when small unit commanders
and petrol leaders are thoroughly triefed on previous enemy positions and
activities in their area of operation, from informetion provided by an ac-
curate and current intelligence dats btease, the informetion gathered by the
upit and returnmed to intelligence personnel is much more detailed and valua-
ble. The data bese can be kept current snd will provide indications of
enemy trends snd activities in the ares, The exchangs of this type of infore
metion with adjacent units or units moving into the area for the first¢ time,
increases the overall effectiveness of coperations.

{c) Recommendstion: That unit intelligence persomnel (52) be encoursged
to sggressively pursue a program of detailed intelligence gathering, collect-
ing a data base, disseminsting the dsta, and updating the data btese from de-
tailed debriefings.

{2) Acoustic semsors in support of ranger teams,

(a) Observation: Acoustic sensors can be effectively used to extend
the surveillance capability of ranger teams for short periods of time,

(b) Evalustion: Following the insertion of Barger Team "Cicada” on 18
April 70, six acoustic senscrs were air delivered by perscnnel of the ground
surveillance section, supported by the 24 Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav., The primary
mission of the ranger team was to monitor seansor activity and respond with
artillery fire., During the seven days the team monitored the acoustic sen-
sors, it he-rd metallic sounds, voices, and screaming, when artillery was
employed. Conversations heard and translated by a Kit Carson Scout revesled
NVA/VC plsns to ambush a US unit in the area, The plan was later abandoned
due to non-availability of automeztic weapons. NVA/VC were also heard mon-
itoring US rsdio trunsmissions snd discussing the disposition of US forces
in the ares.
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{¢) Recommendation: That commsnders consider the use of acoustic sensors
with ranger teams for target acquisition and intelligence collsection.

¢. (C) Opersations.
(1) Territorial force operations in the jungle canopy.

(a) Observation: During the last reporting period, s program of com~
bined operations with Regional Force elexments, operating in the canopy for
short periods of time, was begun. Continued combiped operstiona during this
reportirg period have culminsted in independent RF company operations deep
in the canopy for perioda of up to 15 days.

(b} Evaluation: The RF companies continue to show progress in profi-
ciency snd aggressiveness., Continued operztions, farther from the populated
aress, increase the responsibility snd sense of urgency of the PF and PSDF

forces securing the populated lowlands.

(c) Recommendation: That continued coordination be maintained with GVN

~officials to encourage increased RF operations; in the canopy.

{2) Sniper team employment.

(a) Observation: A five man sniper team, employed with the PPS-5 radar,
has shown to be a very effective method of interdicting enemy infiltration
in the populsted lowlands of Thua Thien Province. The effective employment
of snipers is generally limited t¢ open, relatively level terrain of the

lowlands.

{b) Evaluation:
known iofiltration areas, movement was frequently detected and engaged.

filtration through these areas was greatly diminished, and indicatlions wvers
that the routes were effectively interdicted.

Thet units .be made aware of this technique of

Upon initial employment of the radar/sniper teams into
In-

(c) Recommendation:
interdiction,

(3) Mechanieal ambushes.

{a) Observation: The extensive employment of mechanical ambushes during
the reperting period has led units in the field to recommend the use of monoe
filament fish line as trip wire, used PRC25 batteries as the pover sources,

and clothespins for the trigger device,

(b) Evaluation: The monofilament fish line has been procured locally
or through individusl purchase and is much preferred over trip wire. Used
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PRC25 btatteries are readily avajlable and dursble in all weather conditions,
The clothespin firing device is sensitive and quickly employed in the field.

(¢) Recommendation: Thut units employing mechsnical smbushes consider
this technique of employment.

(4) Prefabricuted firebase facilities.

(a) Observstion: In conjunction with the division-wide program of hard-
ening fire support bases aguinst enemy attack, fscilities such as bunkers,
latrines, showers and other structures were prefabricated or constructed in
rear tase areas, and airlifted to the firebese.

(b) Evaluation: This procedure reduced time, effort, and aireraft blade
time required for establishing and hardening a firebase. All tools and labor
were readily available in rear sress, and no excess material was delivered
to the firebsse requiring backhsul or destruction.

(¢} Recommend~tion: That units estsblishing forward fire support bases
consider the construction or prefabrication of facilities in rear areas,
prior to delivery to the firebase.

(5) Loecal patrolling around forwsrd firebases,

(a) Observation: During the present division operation (TEXAS STAR),
an active patrolling program around forward fire support teses has severely
linited the enemy's reconnaissance capability snd delayed, and scme times
prohibited, his attack on the fire support base,

(b) Evaluation: Local patrolling around the fire support bases, from
1000 to 1500 meters out, allows the firebase defenders to employ all defen-
sive fires and enables the patrols to locate prepositioned enemy indirect
fire weapons and cache sites. An enemy ground atlack agasinst FS/0B RIFCORD
was very likely pre-empted on 22 July, when Co A, 24 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf
vas engaged by »n estimated two company enemy force approximastely 1000 meters
southeast of the firebese.

(c) Recommendation: That units consider an active patrolling program
around forward fire support bases.

{6) Use of E-158 CS canisters.

(a) Observation: Aircraft are extremely vulnerabls to small arms and
mortsr fire while entering and leaving a landing zone during combet
assaults, extractions, or resupply.
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(b) Evaluation: Tacticel CS has proven to be effective in limiting
the enemy's ability of placing aimed fires into an LZ during these missions.
In addition, experience has shown that it requires approximately 15-20
minutes for the enemy to plice the first mortar round on an LZ. Employment
of tactlesl CS on suspected mortar and forward observer positions, shortly
after the initial insertion of troops, cnn sssist in preventing effective
mortor fire in or around the landing zone.

(¢) Recommendstion: That units conducting airmobile combat and resup-
ply operations consider the use of tactical CS in restricting the enemy's
indirect fire capability.

(7) Tactieal CS sgainst a fortified position.

(a) Observation: The enemy's limited protective capability against riot
control agent CS mskes its useagainst entrenched and fortified positions very
affective,

(b) Evalustion: Esployment of tactical CS has csused the enemy tc with-
drav from his fortifications, thus increasing his vulnerability to other sup-
porting fires. BEmployment of E158s against suspected enemy locations has
also proved to be an effective mesns of reconnaisssnce by fire.

{¢) Recommendation: That units consider the use of tactical CS agent
against hardened targets.

(8) Quadrent system of control during airmobile assaults.

(a) Observation: The use of a standard quadrant system to divide the
area around lending zones during combat asssults provides for better air
traffic control and =llows for continuous suppression around the landing zons.

(b) Evsluation: It has been found that a system, consisting of the four
ma Jor quadrants, NE, SE, SW and NW, numbered one through four, respsctively,
is an excellent tool in planning for suppressive fires during combat
assaults. Three quadrants sre sllocsted & type of suppressive fire while
the fourth is utilized for entrance and exit of the lift aircraft. The sup-
pressive fires s3 well as sirborne on csll sssets, i. 6., tactical CS, crew
recovery aircraft, and C&C aircraft, can be repositioned rapidly to meet a
changing situation.

(¢) Recommendation: That the system be considered for evalustion and
possible inclusion as zirmobile doctrine by other unite conducting airmobile
combat assaults,
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(9) Helicopter ground-to-air incidents during BDA.

(a) Observation: During conduct of bomb damhgre assessmant of B52
strikes, aircraft have frequantly received smell arma spd sutomatic wenrons
fire and observed enemy nctivity in the strike zone.

(b) Evaluation: The friquency of these incidents indicates that the
enamy expscts a helicopter reconnnisassuce after a B52 strike and that the
enemy surviving in the strike zone quickly recover to engage US sircraft.
Successful counterm-asures used by the division have been to employ um air
cuvelry team, conslsting of » €&C airecraft, two AH1G Cobras and a LOUH, imme-
dintely after the strike. Th- employment of tactical CS (EC158 canictersj,
from the C&C rirereft, on suspected enemy loc-tions, has reduced the efiec~
tiveness of the enemy fire,

{c) Recommendation: That commsnders consider this technique during
the conduct of bomb dumege assessment.

(10) Detailed studies hnve recently been concluded within th: division
in an effort to minimize friendly casualties and maximize the combat effece
tiveness of maneuver units., A study of the period 7 December 1969 through
9 July 1970 indicated that the msjority of US casualtles during the period
W re inflicted by entmy attscks on night defensive positions (NDP). The
follovwing lessons, some of them re-lesrned, have been emphasized in the
division.

(a) Preventing the en~my from knowing the location and size of might
defensive positions and denying him easy access into the aream is extremely
importsnt. The nres selected for an NDP should be located in rough terrsin
with thick underbrush whenever possidble., This will make it difficult for
the enemy to move up to the position without being detected, and the thick
underbrush will often prematurely detcnate RPG rounds fired touards the
pozition.

(b) Mov'ment into the NDP should be conducted about 15 minutes prior
to full dsrkness, permitting personnel to eateblish their individual posi-
tions and begin setting up their trip flares, clsymores, warning devices,
and machanical ambushes while they still h:ve enough light to work ssfely.
At this time, it is dark enough to prevent the ememy from observing these
sctiona from a distince of more than 100 meters nway.

(e) When rstnblishing individual positions, personnel should avoid dig-

ging in next to trees or tree stumps. The enemy will fire his RPGs againat
trees »nd into heuxvy brush sreas to create air bursts in order to spray the
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srea with shrapnel,

«d}  An NDP should not te established on the side of & hill unless the
top of the hill is reconnoit:.red and out posted. 1In a recent operation, a
unit went into position on » smell knoll bLelow the top of a hill, The hill
had t«cn recently occupied by the NVA, and bunkers and cleared fields of fire
had been established. When the NVA bigan an attack from this position, they
had the adventage of cover, cle:r fields of fire, and dominant terrain,

(e) Mechanical ambushes and trip flures should be emplsced from 100
to 150 meters away from the individual positions of the NDP., When mechani-
cal ambushes =re tripped at this dist nce, early warning is provided and the
NDP's locstion is not compromised. By employing the mechanical ambushes
this f-r out, fricondly movement nesr the NDP perimeter is not significuntly
restricted,

(f) At least two trip flsres should be employed on the friendly side of
the ambush, Friendly forces spproaching the mechenical ambush from the NDP
will be warned by tripping the flare. The flares will also provide an extra
mesns of warning should the enemy succeed in bypsssing the zmbush,

(g) After the recovery of esrly warning devices and mechanical ambushes,
squrd patrols should be sent out on sll sides of the NDP prior to the move-
ment of the main body. The NVA will occupy positions as close as 20 meters
from the NDF, apparently in order to provide themselves a sleeping position
protected from friendly ARA, artillery, and mortar fires, and a positlon from
which to reconnoiter the NDP. The squad patrols will seek out these posi-~
tions and spoil any sttempt by the enemy to ambush the unit.

(11) Ammunition allocation forecast.

(a) Observation: The division is required to submit a monthly forecast
of expected ammunition expenditures for one month in advsnce. There are
neurly 50 different types of ammunition which require forecasting and six
different mathematical computations are required for each type.

(b) Evaluntion: Becuuse of the myrird of mathematical computations in-
volved in the ammunition forecast it was considered +~n ideasl type of pro-
gram for the UNIVAC 1005 ccmputer located st the division personnel center.
The G3 section coordinated directly with personnel services branch to de-
velop a computer program which would virtuslly eliminate the manual mathe-
m-tical work on the forecast »nd reduce the chance of error considerably.
The time required for completion of the report was reduced to approximateiy
one day, resulting ih sn oversll saving of 36 min hours of work. Further,
the computer was sble to print out the information and computations re-
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quired in a useable formut.

(¢) Recommendation: That units consider using the inherent cumabili-
ties of the UNIVAC 1005 computer to forecast smmunition requirements.

d. (U) Org:nization. None,

e. (U) Training. None.

f. (U) Logisties. None.

g. (C) Communications. Field expedient antenna.

(e) Observation: Communicetions inm the canopy between companies in
the field and the bettalion TOC are often difficult.

{b) Units in the 3d Bde have successfully improved radio communications
by using a field expedient antenna constructed from communications wire
(WD1). At Teb 1 is a disgram of the field expedient antenna,

(¢} Recommendation: That units consider the use of this simple, field
expedient antenna to improve radio commumication in the field.

h., (C) Materiel. None.

i, (C) Cther,

(1) Civic action sssistsnce by RD cadre.

(a) Observstion: The success of civic action projects will invariably
depend upon the leasdership of the local Vietnsmese officials, Although the
majority of elected officials is very capable, there will always be some who
are relatively ineffective. RD cadre are generally well trained, strong
lecders, knowledgezble in civic action sctivities.

{b) Evaluation: RD cadre esn provide valuable advice im the coordim:tion
of civie action projects snd mcy be able t» encoursge completion of slow-
moving proj-cts.

{c) Recommendstion: That personnel involved im civic action employ the
agsgistance that can be provided by local RD cadre,

(2) XNVA Sapper Attack sgainst FSB Tomahswk. Sece Inclosure 5.

3+ Department of the Army Survey Information. None.
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DA, HQ, XXIV Corps, APO San Francisco 96349

TO: Commanding General, USARV, APO San Francisco 96375 1 e wm

1. (U) The ORLL for 10lst Airborne Division (Airmobile) has been reviewed
by this headquarters in accordance with AR 525-15.

2. (C) This headquarters concurs with the report as written with the fol-
lowing comments.

a. Reference the item concerning quadrant system of control during air-
mobile assaults, page 48, paragraph 2¢(8). Using a standard reference system
for all airmobile operations will assist in training of personnel and control
of units, The information stated is not sufficiert for adequate evaluation.
However, additional information concerning techniques and control, to include
examples and charts, will be provided by the 101st Airborne Division (Airmo-
bile) as soon as possible. Recommend either this system or a clock system of
similar nature be evaluated and considered for possible inclusion in airmo-
bile doctrine.

b. Reference the item concerning helicopter ground-to-air incidents dur-
ing BDA, page 49, paragraph 2c(9). Assessment of BDA must be rapid and com-
plete. However, all methods of assessment must be varied to insure the enemy
does not compromise the procedure of BDA used. Recommend this procedure be
evaluated and considered for inclusion in BDA technigques.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

(B4 B
.
i

) 3 :
CW, H. smmy

Caphuin. AGC

Assislant Adpdunt Genan!
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SUBJECT: Operational Report-lessons Learned, 10lst Airborne
Pivision (Airmobite), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS (SFOR-65

(R2) (W)
Headquarters, United States Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army Paciflc, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO Y6 8

This Headquarters has reviewed the Operaciongl Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 July 1970 from Headquartcrs, 101st
Airborne Division (Airmobile) and concurs with comments of indorsing

headquarters.

FOR THE COMMANDER:

Clak W. Stevens Jr
(npmm, AGT
Aesistant Adjutant General
Cy furn:
XXIV Corps
101st Airborme Div
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SUBJECT: Operational Report Lessons Learned of HQ, 101st
Airborne Divisfon (Airmobile), for Period Ending
31 July 1970, RCS CSFUR-6S5 (R2)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 275 MAR 1971

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department
of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed.

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
L.M. OZAK

CPY, AGC
Asst AQ
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terminated at dusk. A sweep revealed 19 NVA KIA, two RI'G launchers, ome
AK-4T7, one M-60 macnhinegun, one M-79 grenade launcher and one PRC 25 radio.
s8et, Twenty-six UL wers wounded in the action.

At 292140, vicinity YD438190 (FS0B GRANITE), Co A, 2 Bn (Ambl), 50lst
Inf received an enemy ground attack supported by mortar and RPG fire. With
flareships, USAF AC=119 "stinger™ airora{t, ARA and tube artillery support=
ing the company, the enemy was repalsed and a firet light sweep rewealed 18
NVA KIA and one PW captured. The company euffered seven killed, seven
wounxied, and one missing in action.

On 30 April, ¥5/0B (RANITE received five separate mortar attacks result-
ing in 34 US WIAe ARA and tube artillery were employed on suspected enmemy
positions as air cavalry elements and ground forces searched for enemy
mortar positions.

On 1 May, enemy indirect fire attacks continued on FS/CB GRANITE and
GLADIATR, A tontal of eleven atticks were directed at the fire bases as
US ground units aided by counter-mortar radar and aerial reconmaissance
aircfaft continued to search for enmemy mortar positions.

On 2 May, sixty-four 55 gallon drums of napalm were dropped in the
vicinity of F5/0B HENDERSON to improve fields of fire. The 24 Bn, 54ta
ARVN Regt made heavy contact south of the firebase resulting in 18 enemy KIa.
Eremy mortar attacks contimued against FS/0B GRANITE. Air strikes against
enemy mortar positions resulted in three NVA KIA, three secondaxry fires,
four bunkers destroyed and one secondary explosion.

The search for enemy mortar positions in the vicinity FS/OB RIPCOHD
and GRANITE continued on 3 May, with heavy artillery support from FS/0B
JACK. At 030330, CAMP EAGLE received seventeen 122mr- rockets causing light
damage to aircraft and ammmnition supply points. Eleven US were wourded
in the attacks '

At 031130, vicinity YD511063 the lst P1t, Co C, 23 Bn (Ambl), 5024 Inf,
while conducting patrol activities, received RPG and small arms fire from
an enemy force at 40 meters. The element returned organic weapons fire amd
employed ARA, tube artillery and air strikes on the enemy positions. A
sweep of the contact area revealsad 27 NVA XKTA. US casualties were one KIA
and 13 WiA.

On 4 and 5 May, a beavy artillery battery again moved to vicinity
FS/0B JACK amd was employsd against suspected enemy fortar positions in the
canopy vicinity S/0B GRANITE. The battery retuzned to CAMP EVANS each

night.
On 5 May, contacts by units of the lst Bde, south of the THREE FORKS
area of the SONG BO River resulted in 18 NVA KIA. TUS casualties were
-55
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Inclesure 1 (Operati. ns Narritive) to Uperiticnal Report - Lasseuna Learped,
101s¢ Airborme Division (Airmobile), Period Ending 51 July 19Tu, HCS ZuPU=*Y

(r?) (v)
(1) 29 April - 5 May 1470,

(a) On 30 April, the division commenced operations with the 54th ARV
Regimsnt in the area south of F‘S/OB HENDERSONe The 1st Bn, 54th ARVN Regt
assaulted into the AO south of the F5/0B on 30 April followed by the 2d
Bn wvhich assaulted to FS/OB TUN TAVERN on 1 May. Both battalions conduct-
ed operations in coordination with the 3 Brigade. On 30 April, Co D, 1st
Bn (Ambl), 50lst Inf assaulted to FS/0B HENDERSON and provided security for
the insertion of Btry B(-), 2 Bn(Ambl), 11th Arty and Btry B, 12th Arty
(ARVN), The couwpany passed to the operational control of the 3d Bde.

Also on 30 April, the 1st Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf terminated operations
south of CAMP EVANS and moved by air to FS/0B KATHRYN to commence reconnais-
sance in force operations to locate and destroy enemy anti-aircraft weapons
and base camps in the area. The battalion (-) passed to thc operational
control of the 1st Bde. The 1lst Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf passed OPCON to the
1st Bde at 1600 hours and continued operations southwest of FS/0B BULIET.
Four US and one ARVN battalion were now conducting operations against
elements of the 29th NVA Regt in the mountains, vicinity the SONG BO River,

The 2 Bde continued to provide support for pacification and develop-
ment programs in the lowland areas and assuwed responsibility for the
piedmont area of PHONG DIEN District south of CAMP EVANS. Mobile training
teams contimued to improve the combat proficiency of RP and PF units and
to teach PSDF fundamentals of defense,

The 34 Bde continued reconnaissance in force operations with two US
battalions in operational coordination with the lst, 24 and 4th Bn, 1lst
ARVN Regt south of FS/0B RIPCORD and PATTON. On 1 May, the 2d Bn, 54th
ARVN Regt moved by air to IA VANG. The 3d Bn(-) moved by air to F3/0B
O'REILLY to provide security for the firebase and to conduct patrol and
anbush operations northwest of _FS/OB RIPCORD. On 5 May, Co D, 1st Bn,
(Ambl), 5018t Inf was relieved at FS/CB HENDERSUN by Co A and the Recon
Platoon. DCO then moved by air from the fivrebase and returned to control
of the parent unit at FS/OB BASTOQE. Co A, 2d Bn (Ambl), 50lst Inf, with
the Reconnaissance Platoon, moved by air to FS/0B HENDERSON to provide
security for the FS/CB.

(v) significant Activities. At 291400, vicinity YD505077, the 2d Plt,
Co By 2d Bn (Ambl), 502d Inf received mortar and heavy small arms fire from
an enemy force located in bunkers at a distance of 10 meters. The platoon
enployed organic weapons, tube artillery and ARA and was reinforced by the
remainier of the company, Company C and the reconnaissance platoon. As
the US elements maneuvered against the enemy force, supported by air strikes,
ARA and tube artillery, the enemy fled to a second bunker complex at 1515
hours. At 1543 hours the enemy fled to a third lunker comple®, The contact
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Inclomure ' {0 mitioffs Marmt ve) to Omrrmitiontd Rejr rt « Lissuony 1aaewed
1015t Adlrbomwe Tivinion (Atra bile periad noding 51 July 1970, #C5 COFUH-.S,
1 4 4

(o) (u) -

gix KIA amd 26 WIA,

At 05100, vicinity YDA4364 (A4 KM NW of Fs/uB TUK TAVERN) the 1=t un,
S4th A4V Regt en-wwed an estimited two enemy platcons in bunkers 50 meters
from their vositions The enemy returned small arms fire and wilhdrewe Al
wis enployved and a asweep revealed 28 NVA KIA. ARVN casunlties were five K.

and 26 Wli,.
(2) 6 « 12 My 1470,

(a) on 6 May, the 4th Bn 54th ARVN Regt assaulted into an L2 northwesi
of ¥5/0B TUN TAVERN-(vicinity FS/0B MINK) and joined the 18t and 24 Bn, 54th
ARVYN Regt conduction operations against eleuents of the 66th NVA Regt in the
area. On 7 May, the 2d Bn, 54th ARVN Regt was extracted and moved by air to
CAM? CARRLL and then by wvehicle to DONG ifA.

In reaction to heavy enemy activity in the FS/OB HENDERSON area on 6 May,
Co B, 3 Bn (Ambl), 187th Inf and Co D, 1st Bn (Ambl), 50ist Inf pasaed to
the operational control of the 2d Bn (Ambl), 50lst Inf ard assaulted into the
area north of F5/0B HENDERSON on 7 May to locate enemy units. A 3d Bde con-
trol element directed operations from the firebase. Companies C and D, 24
Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf passed to the operational control of the 24 Bn (Ambl),
506th Inf and continued operations south of FS/OB RIPCORD.

Co Cy 3 Bn (ambl), 187th Inf and Co D, lst Bn (Ambl), 50lst Inf returned
to parent unit control on 8 May and the 3d .de terminated operations in the
F‘::/g; HENDERSON area as the 24 Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf returned to CAMP EVANS.
The 2d Bn, 24 ARVN Regt passed OPCON to the 54th ARVK Regt to provide security

for FS/03 HENDERSON,

On 9 May, the 2 Bn(-) (Ambl), 501st Inf redeployed in the division AO
vicinity FS/CB GLADIATOR and GRANITE with Co C and D returning to battalion
control. Co A remained at CAMP EVANS to augment security and reequip.

On 10 May, the 1st Bn, 18t ARVN Regt terminated operations with the 3d
Bde vicinity FS/0B RIPCCRD and moved to Lu VANG to provide security in the
area. The %d Bde continued operations with two US and one ARVN battalion
in the mountains south of FS/OB RIPCORD -and PATTON.

Also on 10 May, the division assumed OPCON of Detachment B-52, 5th
3pecial Forees Group (A)e Two companies and elementa of the headquarters
moved by air from NHA TRANG to SUANG TRI and then by vehicle to MAI LOC,

The detachment began preparations for insertion of reconnaissance teams into
the division AC on 15 May.

On 11 May, the 3d Bn, 54th ARVN Regt terminated operations with the 1ist
Bde vicinity the SONG BO River amd moved by akr to FS/0B ANZIO.

On 12 May, the 24 Bn (Ambl), 50lst Inf moved to PHU BAI COMBAT B.SE to
conduct battal.-n refresher training and returned to operational control »f
the A Bde. The lst Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf returned to OPCON of the 3d Bde and
contimed cperations against elemer_t 70( the BO3 NVA, Regt. The ¢F of the
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Inclosure 1 (Ojcrutions Karrat:ve) to Ojemtional Report - Leasons Leamed,
1018t Airborm Division {Airmobile), Period Ending %1 July 1970, RCL C3FOR-6Y

(r2) (v)

3d Bn, 54 ARVN Re,t moved by air to FS/0B KATHRYN to prepare for assanlt of
elements of the battalion into area south of the firebase on 13 May in

OPCOURD with the 1lst Bde.

Throughout the period 6 - 11 May, A Btry (8-in), lst Bn 39th Arty con=-
timued daily moves from CAMP EVANS to the ar.a south of FS/OB JACK to deliver
heavy artillery on suspacted enemy mortar locations in the vicinity of F./0B
GLAPIATOR and GRANITE. The buttery returned to CAMv EVANS each night.

(b) Significant Activities. At 060505, FS/0UB HENDEKRSON received RFG,
smll arms fire, satchel charges, recoilless rifle and mortar fire followed
by a will organized and coordinited grourd attack by the 8th Bn, 66th NVA
Regt. Fires, started when the NVA employed flame throwers against the fire
base, caused apuroximately 1000 rounds of 155mm artillery ammunition to
explode, Defending forces supported by ARA, tube artillery and gunships
accounted for 29 NVA killede The enemy withdrew at 0720. Co B, 2d Bn (Ambl),
5013t Inf moved by air to reinforce Co A, 2 Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf, and to
conduct a daylight sweep. Friondly elements received incoming mortar fire
sporadically throughout the day, Artillery, ARA, gunships, and air strikes
were employed against enemy mortar positions. The 24 Bn, 24 ARVN Regt
assaulted south of FS/OB HENDERSON to locate and destroy the remainder of the
enemy force. A mumber of friendly casualties were caused by the exploding
155mm artillery ammunition. Thirty-two US were killed in aection, 33 wounded,
and two missing in action. ARVN casualties were 19 KIA and 45 WIA.

On 7 May, FS/OB HENDERSON continued to receive sporadic mortar and recoil-
less fire throughout the day, resulting in four US and three ARVN WIA.

At 070450, YD429122, (FS/0B MAUREEN) the 24 Plt, Co D, 1lst Bn (Ambl),
506th Inf received 6Cmm mortar fire, small arms amd satchel charges from an
estimted enemy company. The platoon returned fire while a flareship and
ARA were emploed. Eiements of the company moving to reinforce the platoon
received smll arms fire from an enemy force at 20 meters. The elemsnt re-
turned small arms fire and the enemy fleds ARA, gunshipe and air strikes
were employed on suspected enery locations at 0700. 60mm mortar fire was
received by the company at 0800 and digain at 1500. Six US were killed in
action and 12 wourded, A sweep revealed four NVA KIA.

On 7 and 8 May, the 1lst Bn, 54th ARVN Regt continmued to engage enemy
forces in the FS/0B TUN TAVERN area accounting for 36 NVA KIA. A% 080900,
vicinity YDO43360, the batialion discovered 30 graves containing 97 enemy
bodies apparently killed by AF air strikes during the previous week.

At 091030, vicinity YD495954, Co A, 2d Bn (Ambl), 5024 Inf received small
arms and RPCG fire and fragmentation grenades from an estimated 12 -~ 15 eneny
in bunkers. The company returned fire and withdrew as artillery, ARA, guD-
-8hips, and air strikes were employeds A sweep of the area revealed 18 NVA
KIA. US casualties were one KIA and 12 WIA.

The period 10 = 12 May was marked by light contact in the division AO.
Eighteen enemy were killed by small arma. ARA. .tuba. artillarv. sunshins.
and air strikes. [-58
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Inclosure 1 (Cperations Narrative ) to Ujsrutional keport — Lessons saste:d
1018t Airborme Division (Airmotile), Periwd Emlirng 31 July 1970, RCS CSPLR-65
(]2) (V)

(3) 14« 20 My 1970

(a) Cn 13 My, the & 3n, 3 Regt (anVN) moved by air from CAMP Lal 7
to FS/(B VECHEL to join the 1st Bde ¢ :wucting offernaive opsrations againat
elements of the 29th hVa Regt in the mountains southwest of HUE. The three
ARVY ¢o panies combat assaulted from FS/0B VEGHEL with Cempanies & ani B,
ist 3o {Ambl), S0lst Inf, into two landing zones south of the RAU Li River.
The ARVN eco:panies conducted patrols to the south and the two US cospanies
conducted pitro.s north toward the river.

Inclement weather postponed the plamed insertion of reconnajssance
teams of Det B52, Sth SFG (A) on 15 May. Two teams were inserted into the
Vietnamese Salient wvicinity XDO22283% and YD881240 an 16 May.

On 1R My, in response to intelligence imdicating a possible enemy
attack against P.U BAI Comb.-t Base and the DONGC HA Training Center in oele-
bration of the birthday of HO C:I MINH, Companiass B and C, 24 Bn (Ambl},
501st Inf passed to the operational control of PHU BAIl Base Defense. Co A
passad OPCCN to the 13t Bn (Ambl), 5024 Inf %o screen south of PHJ BaI.
The division observed a cease fire and all offensive operations terminated
with units assuming a defensive costure from 181200 to 191200 May.

On 19 May, the 4th Bn, lst Regt {AUVN) extracted from the 3¢ Bde AC and
moved Wy air to LA VANG to refit and provide security in the area, leaving
the 24 and 3@ mattaiions conmducting operations in coordination with the 34
Bde soutn of FS/GB RIPCORU,

Alsc en 19 May, tie 2 Bn (imbl), 50ist Inf completed battalion refresher
training and prepared for redeployment into the division AO. Company C
assanlted from PHU BAI Combat Base to FS/OB BRICK and prepared to receive
artillery. On 20 May, the remsinder of the battalion moved by air to FS/CB
BRICK to commence search operations in the Ta TRACH River Vally, and passed
to the opevativnal cuntrol of the lst Bde,

n 20 May, :he plamned extraction of the 1st Bn {(Amdbl), S01lst Inf from
vicinity FS/0B KATHRYN to PHU BAI Combat Base to corduct battalion refresher
training #as postponed due to inclement weather.

The 21 Bde contimued tu operate ir the piedmont and to deploy Mobile
Training Teams to .ncrease the capabilities of teritorial forces.

(b) sSignificant Activities. At 160428, vieinity YD48T7065, Co A, 24 3n
(Ambl), 502 Inf received RFG fire frum an enemy locationm north of their
night defensive positions Seven minmutes later the company receiwea RPG,
autumatic weapons and small arme fire f{rom the enemy east and west of the
rosition. The ccmpany returned organic weapons and vabe artiliery fire.

A USAF flareship was employed to provide illuminatione At 0521 hours the
Qecon Flt engaged enemy movement at YD4Q90068, A first iight sweep of both
contact areas by the Recon Plt revealed five NVA KIA, two AK-47s and ons RPG
launcher c~antrred.s US losses "71':?71.0“"‘“““3‘5 22 smundad. .. . -
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Iociosure 1 (Opecatians Narrative) to Uperatiunal 2epart ~ Lessons learned,
lulst Airborne Diviusion {Airmobile), period Enmding 51 July 1970, RCY CIPUR-65
(R2) (i)

At 1606%0, wicinity YD91823%6, while supparting the insertion of Recun
Team 3, 552, 5th SFG{A), an AHIG from Btry C, 4t: Bn (Aerial Arty), 7,th
Arty (Ambl), received 2’mm machine gun fire., Directed by the UHIH command
apd control aircraft, the Cobra engaged the area killing 35 enemy ard destroye
ing two 24 ton trucks. The 1st Plt, A Co, 818t Abn Rgr Bn {(ARVR SF) waa
inserted near the target arei to corduct futher assessment of the Axx fires,
The element made oontact with an astimated 30 epemy, kiiting three amd sus-
taining one JS and one AuVN WIA. The plitoon was unadble to reach the tarpet
area and was extracted frum a hot landing zo%e :t 1820 hours by Co B, 15°th
Awn Ba (AH) (ambl),

At 171035, YD417398, o Cl-47 from o R, 159th Avn Bn (ASH) (Ambl) re-
ce ived grownd fire, crashed and burned- The aircraft was a total loss amd
five US were killed.

‘ At 181845, A UHIH aircraft from Co C, 158th Avn Bn (AR) (Axbl) was re-
ported missing with four crew members and two passengers aboard, The Aerial
Rifle Platoon, Troop B, 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav was insertad at YD355238 on
19 May to conduct a search for the aircraft., The platoon was unsuccessful in
locating the aircraft and was extracted prior to darkmess., Opne member of the
missing aircraft crew, vho had walked from the crash site to a small landing
z0De, was8 extracted at 191400 hours by a UH1H from Co A, 101st Awn Bn (AH)
(axbl) om & mission for the 501st Signal Bn (Ambl). The injured crew rember
stated the aircraft was hit by ground f{ire, attezpted to make a foroed land-
ing on a landing zone, crashed and rolled down a hill into 2 canopy covered
area, He had no knowledge of the exact location of the aircraft or other
crev members.

On 19 May, the 21 Co, 81st Atn Rgr Bn (ARVN) was inserted vicinity XD
907234 to conduct assessuent of the ARA attack conducted on 16 May. The
ccmpany photographed two destroyed 23 - 5 ton typs vehicles and was extracted
an 20 May. Sporadic contact with the enexmy resnlted in 13 ARVN WIA during
the ocperation.

At 201135, vicinity 1D496069, the Recon P1lt and Co i, A Ba (Ambl), 502
Inf received intensu small arms and RPG fire from three sides at 15 meters.
The elszent returned fire, employed ARA ard mneuvered against the enemy.
Contact termipated at 1230 hours as the enemy fled leaving ome KIA. US cas-
ulaties were three KIA and nine WIA.

The 21 Bn {Ambl), 501st Inf completed refresher training on 19 May and
redeployed in 1he AC on 20 Mxy. The Bn conducted a combat assamlt vicinity
FSB BRICK to conduct search omerations in the TA TRACH River Valley and passed
to the operational control of the 1ast Bde.

Throughout the period 13 = 20 May elements of the 24 and 34 Battalionms,
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Inclogure 1 (Uperation: Narmt:ve) to Operational Report - Lessone Learned,
1018t Aarbomme Division (Airmobile), keriod Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65

(H2) (u)

tat Regt (ARVN) mule contact with the enemy ;Jicinity FSB BARBARA result:ng
in 65 NVA KIA aad 11 ARVN WIA.

(4) 21 My - 1 June 1970

(a) On 1 My, the 1ut Bn (Ambl), S01st Inf moved by air from FS/(B
KATHRYN to PHU BAI Combat Base and began preparation for battalion refresher
tmining, The battalion passed from the opsrational control of the 1st Bde
to OPCON of the i Bde. The 34 Bde assumed responsibility for the portion
of the THREE FORKS area of the SCNG BO River vacated by the extraction of
the 1st Bn (ambl), S01st Inf as Co B, 1at Bn (Amhl), 506th Inf moved by air
from FS/AN RAKKASAN to FS/0B KATHRYN to provide seourity for the firebase and
conduct local patrolling. The 1st Bde continued combined operations southwest
of HUE with the M Bn (Ambl), 5024 Inf and the 3d Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN) conducting
operations a.1inut elements of two battalions of the 29th NVA Regt in the

vicinity of FS/0B Vi(IEL.

On 24 My, Cowpanies A and D, 18t Bn (Ambl), 5018t Inf{ moved by air to
FSB KATHRYN and jussed to the operational control of the 1st Bn (Ambl), 506th
Inf to conduct patrol operations north and south of the firebase. This move=
mnt was made in reaction to increased enemy activity in the area.

Also on 24 May, the 13t Bn (Ambl), 32T7th Inf terminated operations vicinity
FS/0B BASTC@E and roved south to FS/UB VEGIEL to assume control of area Tango
to conduct operations in coordination with the 3d Bn, 3d Begt (ARVN). The
2d Bn (Ambl), 5021 Inf terminated operations in the vicinity of FSB VEGIEL
and moved north to FS/0B BASTOQIE, asouming control of area Uniform.

On 26 May, the 3d Bn, 18t Regt (ARVN) terminated operations in coord ina~
tion with the 3d Bde, vicinity FS/0B O'REILLY and BARBARA, and moved by air to
LA VAKG to0 conduct stund down., The 4th Bn, 3d Regt (Amf moved by air from
LA VANG to vicinity YD2433, east of FS/(B BARBARA, to oonduct reconmaissance
in force operations in the area.

On 27 My, Companies A and D, 1st Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf were released from
OPCON of the 1st Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf and returned by air to FS/OB BIRMINGHAM
amd control of the parent unit. The 1st Bn (Ambl), 5018t Inf terminated
battalion refresher training and assumed control of area Whiskey from the
1st Bn (Ambl), 5021 Inf. The 1st Bn (Ambl), 5021 Inf moved to PED BAI Com-
bat Base to prepare for battalion refresher training to begin on 28 My.

The 2d Bde continued operations in the piedmont in the northern fringes
of the canopy of THUA THIEN Province and conducted extensive patrol and night
arbush operations in coordination with territorial forces to deny the enemy
aceess to the population in the coastal lowlands.

The division contimued to employ extensive ground amd aerial sensor devices
-6\
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Inclosure 1 (Operations Narrative) to Operational Repart - Leesons Learmed,
101st Airborne Division (Airmobile), Period Ending 39 July 1970, RCS CSFOR—65
(2) (u)

to locate and monitor snemy movement and continued to engags suspectad enemy
locations with artillery fires and USAF aircraft. Det B52, Sth SPG(A) con-
tinued Operation BARBER GLADE maintaining reconpaissanos ani roadrumer teama
in the division area of opsration.

(b) Significant Activities. Op 21 My, two OHAA helicopters from the
X2l Sqdn (Ambl), 17tk Cav received ground fire at 1353 hours, vicinity YC
493839, and at 1625 hours, vicinity XD781248, crashed and turned. Both air-
craft were total losses and three crew members were wounded in action.

At 230940, vicinity YD499069, Co Ay Al Bn (Ambl), 5020 Inf discovered
tventy 4'x3'x4*' bunkers containing bodies of twelve NVA killed by artillery,
sml] arme and helicopter fire.

At 231655, vicinity XD912271, a UH1H from Co B, 158th Avn Bn (AH) (aAmbl),
vhile conducting visual reconnaissance in support of Operation BARBER GLADE,
received ground fire, crashed and burnmed. Six US and two ARVN were killed
in action, including the commanding officer, Det B52, Sth SFG(A).

At 231800, and again at 2000 hours, at FSB KATHRYN, Co A, 18t Bn (Ambl),
56th Inf was attacked by firve with 60m and 82mm mortar fire impacting in-
side the perimeter. Two to three 82mm nworstar rownds, received during the
2000 hour attack, contained agent CS. ARA and tube artillery was employed
aginst suspected enemy locations. Results of the two attacks were three
US KIA and 25 WiA.

At 240600, vicinity YDOT5394 (2 KM SW of FSB HENDERSOR), ‘he 4tb Bn,
54th Regt (ARVK) received RPC and small arms fire from an estimated enemy
company surrounding their night defensive position. The element returned
organic weapons fire and employed AFA and tube artillery. A sweep of the
contact area revealed 45 KVA KJA., ARVN casualties were four KIA and 16 wWlA.

At 261010, in reaction to a contact by elemnts of Co C, 2 Bn (Asbl),
506th Inf which resulted in two US WIA, a UH1H Mpdevac helicopter from Co C,
326th Med Bn (Anbl), while lowering the jungle penetrator at YD328206,
recdived one RPG round in the fuel cell, crashed and turmed. All four crew
memosrs ware killed in action.

At 271048, vicinity YD436124, the Recon Plt, 1st Ba (Asbl), 506th Inf,
vhile conducting patrol activities near FSB MAUREEN, received RPG and small
arms fire frow an enemy force at 35 meters. The element returned organie
weapons fire and tube artillery. The enemy broke contact and fled. ARA was
requested and arrived on station at 1105 hours and a pink team arrived at
1145. One NVA was killed by ARA fire. At{ 1808 hours the platoon engaged
two epvemy with small arms fire at 75 meters. An enemy foros returned BPG,
automatic weapons and amall arms fire, ARA =i gunships arrived on station

-6 9
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Inclosure 1 (Operations Narrative) to Operational Report - Lessons leamned,
1018t Airborme Division (Airwmobile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSPOR-65

(r2) (u)

and immediately engaged several enemy. Contact terminated at 1915 hours.
A sweep of the area revealed six NVA killed by halicopter fire, aix by AHA
fire and seven by suall arme fire, Two US were wounded in action.

At 280130, FS/0B O'REILLY, the ist and 24 Companiss, 18t Bn, 18t Rest
(ARVN) received mortar fire followed by a groumd attack employing RPG amd
smll arms fire, Elements on the firebase returned organic weapons fire and
tube artillery. A flareehip and ARA were requested and on station at 0155
and 0205 hours respectively. The enemy was repalsed before daylight amd a
first light sweep revealed 77 NVA KIA, two PW, 29 AK~47's, eight RPG launchers,
three Soviet LFO flams throwers and two Chicom radios., Three ARVN were killed
and 15 wounded in the action.

At 281930, vicinity YD581309, the PHOKG DIEN District Chief was killed
while driving to his home when he was attacked by Viet Cong employing B=40
rocke ts.

During the period 29 May to 1 Jume, 15 enemy were killed in sporadic active
ities throughout the division AC, Seven were killed by helicopter fire, four
by small arms fire, two by tactical air striloea and two by artillery fire, an
additional five NVA KIA were discovered in graves.

(5) 2«9 June B70

(a) This period wvas marked by an increase in enemy contact with ARVN
units and light contact with units of the division, ARVK and territorial
force units accounted for 232 NVA and 20 ¥C killed in action. Thirty-seven
ensmy were killed in 1ight contact with units of the divisjon during the
period.

(n 2 June, the division provided aviation assets in sapport of the 2 Bn,
54th Regt (ARVN) in the successful defense of FS/(B TOUN TAVERN against a deter-
mined attack by elements of the 66th NVA Regt which had moved from the BA
LONG Valley area. Troops A and B, 24 Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav provided contin~
uous air cover in the area during the period of contact.

At 021255, the 21 Bde passed OPCON of the 1st Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf %o
the 3d Bde and assumed operational control of the 1st Bn (Awbl), 506tk Inf
which moved by air from FS/0B KATHRYN to CAMP EVANS to assume the mission of
Division Ready Force and prepare for battalion refresher training. The 1st
Bn (Ambl), 5018t Inf moved by air from FS/UB BIRMINGHAM and ARSENAL to FS/(B
KATHRIN and assumed responsibility for area Sierra. The 1st Bn (Ambl), 502
Inf redeployed in the AQ vicinity FS/0B BIRMINGHAM to provide seourity for the
firebase and conduct patrol and ambush operetions in the area.

Cn 3 June, division aviation asasets supported the insertion of the 3
-¢3
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Inclosure 1 (Oporutions Narrative) to Operational Heport - lessons learned,
1013t Airborme Division (Airmobile), Period Ending 531 July 1970, RCS CSFOR-65

(r2) (v)

Bn, 1st Regt (ARVN) and the extraction of the X Bn, S54th Reygt (AHVN) in

the ©5/08 TUN TAVERY arca. he 34 8n, 1st Hepet (ARVH) passed to the operational
control of the 54th Regt (ARVK). The 13t Bn, 1st Regt (ARVN} moved by air

from S/0B BAKGARA ard O'RE[LLY to LA VANG, The Al Bn, 1at Rest (ARVH) re-
mained in the 5/(B BARBARA - O'REILLY area and assumpd the security mission
for M3/0B O'REILLY.

At 080800, the 34 Bde assumed OFCUN of the 1st Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf from
the 2 Bde as the battilion completed refresher training and moved by air
from CAMP EVANS to FS/0B RIPCORD arnd GRANITE to provide security for the fire-
bases and conduct operaticns in area Quebec. The 24 Bn (Ambl), S06th Inf
terminated operations vicinity FS/0B RIPCORD and moved by air to CAMP EVANS
to prepare for refresher training and assumed the mission of Division Ready
Forca.

Also on B8 June, the 1st Bn, 1st Regt (ARVN) moved by air from Li VARG
to 5/0B O'REILLY to provide security for the firebase and conduct local
operations in the vicinity of the firebase. The 2d Br, 1st Regt (ARVN)
moved by air from F$/0B O'REIILY to LA VANG to provide security in the area
and stand dowm.

on 9 June, Det B52, 5th SFG(A) extracted all teams from the division
area of operation and conduc‘ed stand down at MAI LOC. During the period
16 My ~ 9 June the detachment accounted for 50 enemy killed in action while
sustaining seven US KJA, eight US WIA, 4 ARVN KIA and 36 ARVN WIA.

(v) significant Activities. At 020430, F¥S/OB TUN TAVERN, the 2 Bn, 54th
Regt (ARVN) received an attack from all sides of the firebase by the 9th Bn,
66th NVA Regt employing 82mm mortar, 75mm recoilless rifle, RPG and small
arms fire., Elements on the firebase returned organic weapons fire and employed
flareships, ARA, tube artillery ani air strikes, The enemy penetrated tha
verimeter and was able to occupy tunkers on the east side of the firebase.

The situation was static at 0645 hours. At 0930 hours a renewed assault was
myde on the Cirebase from the north and northwest but was immediately re-
pulsed. The eneny was driven from the firebase by 1115 hours although it
continved to receive 75mm recoilless rifle and 82mm mortar fire sporadically
throughout the day.

A sweep of the contact area revealed 81 NVA KIA and ope PW. Three US
from the 501st Sig Bn (Ambl), in support of the 1st Bn, 54th Regt (ARVN) were
casualties, Two were killed and ocne was wounded in action. ARVN casualties
were 50 KIA and 119 WIA. Two US and one Australian advisor were wounded in
action.

At 031453, vicinity YD0O22354 (1 KM W of FSB LANGIEY), the st Bn, 54th
Regt (ARVN) discovered 20 NVA killed by air force and two bunkers with over-
head cover destroyed by air strikes,
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At 041500, vicinity FS/0B TUN TAVER! (YDO56528), the 3d Hn, 1st Regt (AxVM),
in a sweep comlucted near the {irebase, diséovered 45 NVA killed by air
striles within the nrevious 72 hours. At 1640 hours the battalion engased
an eremy f.roe with organic weapons fire, killing 10 NVA while sustaining
two KIA. On the following day, elements of the battalion killed four mure
NVA that had attacked with 82mm mortar and smll arms fire one kilometer
southeast of FS/0B TUN TAVERN.

At 060550, the 3d Co, 3d Bn, 1st Regt (ARVN) engaged an estimated two
enemy companies with small arms fire at a range of 150 mters at YDO43331.
Tube artilliery and ARA were employed and a sweep revealed 11 KVA KIA. At
1410 hours, vicinity YDO35343, elements of the 1st Bn, 54th Rest (ARVN)
didgcovered the bodies of 12 NVA KIA.

On 8 June, elements of the division discovered the bodies of seven NVA
killed by artillery and air strikes in previous contacts and accounted for
11 more NVA KIA on 9 June as contact with enemy elsments in the division AQ
rempined light,

(6) 10 = 16 June 1970

(a) On 10 June, elements of the K4C Bn, 4th NVA Regt launched attacks
by fire against units of the 24 Bde occupying FS/OB LOS BANOS, PHU 1OC District
Headquarters and NUOC NGOT Bridge. A simltansous: ground and mortar attack
was directed at FS/(B TUMAHAWK. As part of the reaction to this contact the
division provided aviation assets to the HOC BAO Coumpany and territorial
forces for movement and assualt into PHU LOC District to regain contact with
the enemy after their withdrawal.

Also on 10 June, Det B52, 5th SFG(A) moved by vehicle to QARG TRI and
prepared for movement to NHA TRANG for stand down.

Poor weather corditions on 12, 13 and 14 June caused postponement of
several tactical moves by air and the cancellation of 18 sorties of tactical
air support. Improved weather conditions on 15 June permitted the division
to continue extensive armed aerial reconnaissanos in the division A0 and to
acconplish the repositioning of several units.

At 150900, the 1st Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf moved by air from FS/OB KATHRYN
and passed from the operational control of the 3d Bae to OFCON of the 2d
Bde. The tattalion assumed responsibility for security of FS/(B RAKKASAN amd
initiated patrol and ambush operations in area Romeo to prevent infiltration
of XVA ard guerilla forces into the populated lowlands.

The 1st Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf moved by air fror the vicinity of FS/0B
RIPCORD to vieinity FS/(B KATHRYN to assump responsibility for area Sierma.
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and oonduct operations to locate aml destroy elements of the 803d NVA Regt.

The 2d Bn {Aumdl), %6th Inf completed battalion refresher training and
redeployed in the 10 moving by air from CAMP EVANS to FS/0B RIPCORD to assure
responsibility for area Quebec. The battalion provided security for the
firebude and initiated reconnaissance in force operations in the area.

The 13t Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN), operating in coordination with the 1st Bn
(Ambl), 327th Inf, conducted a combat assault on 15 Juns into the area northe
east of FSB (E(BCGIA, vicinity YD4406, and began reconpaissance in foroe oper-
ations to the south on two axes.

() Significant Activities. At 100140, the 4th NVA Regt began four
separate attacks on US units located in FHD LOC Districte Co D(-)}, 24 Bn
(Ambl), 327th Inf at FS/OB TOMUHAWK, received a groumd atiack supported by
82m moritar, RPG and small arms fire by the 71P Sapper Company. Tube artil-
lery, ARA, 81mm mortars, fougasse and organic weapons were employed against
the enemys. Contact was broken at 0218 hours, aithough spormadic mortar fire
continued until 0550 hours. None of the enemy, estimated to be 7O in strength,
penetrated the rerimater. Twenty-eight NVA were killed and three priscners
were captured. One US was killed and two were wounded in action.

At 100144, PHU LOC District Headquarters and the command post, 24 Bn
{Ambl), 327th Inf received two RPC rounds, one 122mm rocket and 20 - 25 82mm
mortar rounds resulting in eight US WIA, including two US MACY advisors and
one USMC,

Between the hours of 0150 and 0445, Co B(=), 2 Bn (Ambl) 327th Inf,
at FS/OB 10S BANCS received approximetely twelve 82mm mortar rounds, most
of which impacted outside the perimeter. OQOne US was wounded in action.

At 100158, mobile training team number 10, located vicinity RUOC NGOT
Bridge (ZD152010), received 15 moriar rounds, followed by three zoxe at
0540 hours. The element employed 81mm mortar fire on suspectsd enemy
locations.

At 100520, the 1st Co, 4th Bn, 54th Regt (ARWN), at FS/(B ROY, received
10 = 20 82mm mortar rounds, Counter mortar fires were employed, no casualties
were sustained,

The period 11 = 14 June was marked by light activity in the division AO,
Two US were killed in action as the division accounted for 19 NVA KIA.
Twelve NVA bodies were discovered KIA from earlier contacts. The bodies
were found in graves or hidden from view in heavily vegatated areas, Gun=
ships from the 24 Sqdn (Awbl), 17th Cav accounted for three NVA KIA, USAP
air strikes killed two NVA, amd ground action resulted in two NVA KIA.
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At 150945, gunships from Trp A, 2d Sqdn (Ambl) 17th Cav engaged an enenmy ?
foroe vicinity XDB869365, At 1034 hours the Aerial Rifle Platoon, Trp A,
24 Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav wus inserted to sweep the contact area ani confirmed
twelve NVA killed by helicopter. The pl.toon engaged one snemy at 50 meters
at 1215 hours resulting in one NVA Kla.

On 16 Jupe, in area Oscar, vicinity PSB (EORGIA, the 1st Be, 3d Regt
(ARVN) made contact with enemy forces employing simll arms, RPG and 60mm
mwrtar fire at 0945, 1030 and 1430 hours. The 1st and 2i Companies employed
small arme and artillery fire resulting in three XVA killed by artillery
and eight NVA killed by smll arms. One ARVN was killed and 20 wounded in
the contacte.

(7) 17 = 25 June 1970

(a) On 17 June, at XD898316, elements of Trp A, 2d Sqdn (Ambl ), 17th Cav,
wvhile canducting visual reconnaissance in the FSB LEATHERRECK area, observed
10 KVA in the open, 150 - 200 log reinforced munkers, 15 pap tents, two burning
camp fires, mumerous lean~tos, 10 latrines and a network of trails leading
into the area,

Bxtensive visual reconnaissance by elements of the 21 Sqdn (Axmbl), 17th
Cav throughout the day on 18 June revealed heavy enemy activity and a Large
number of additional bunkers in the FSB IEATHERNECK area. Tiw area was engaged
by gunships, artillery and air strikes throughout the aftermncon. There were
twe incidents of ground to air fire in the area.

On 19 June, elemsnts of the 2d Sqgdn (Ambl), 17th Cav, while conducting
boxb damage assessment of air force tactical air strikes, located an evacuated
600 man hospital complex west of FSB IEATHERNECK. Trp D, A Sodn {Ambl), 17tb
Cav was inserted into the area and discovered medical supplies, rioe, grenadesa
and miscellaneous equiprent.

On 21 Jure, Trp D and the Reconnaissance Coumpany (HOC BAQ), ist Inf Div
(ARVN} conducted a combined assault -into the FSB LEATHERNECK - ROBIN area
to seek out and destroy enemy bunl®ers and cache sites. Contimuous air cover
wvas provided by the 20 Sodn (Ambl), 17th Cav.

Also on 21 June, the 18t Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf redeployed in the AQ, pas-~
sing to the operational control of the 1at Bde amd moving by air to FSB BASTOGEE.
Co A secured *he firebase while Companies B, C and D initiated search amd
attack patrols in the vicinity of the firebase.

The 2d Bn (Ambl), 5021 Inf moved by vehicle from vicinity ¥SB BASTOGNE
to CAMP EAGIE and prepared for battalion refresher training and assumed the
nission of Division Ready Force.
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On 22 june, a task foree urder con.col of the 53 Bde, operating in coordine
ation with the Sth Bn, 2 Regt (ARVN), consisting of Co A, 24 Bn (Ambl), Sc2d
Inf, Co B, 1st Bn (Anbl), %.1st Inf, the HUOC BAO Company, and eslemente of the
A Sqdn (ambl ), 17th Cav, conducted operations to further exploit enemy base
areas and cache siwes in the vicinity of FSB [EATHERNECK and SHEPHERD. Co A,
A 8n (Ambl), %2 Inf and Co B, 1st Bn (Ambl), 5018t Inf passed from opera-
tional countrol of the 13t Bde to OFCLR of the 3 Bde and assaulted into FSB
S'EPHERD. Elements of the 2d Bn (Ambl), 11th Arty were moved by air to PSB
SHEBPHERD and SARGE to mrovide artiliery support to the task force.

On 2% June, Det 852, 5th SFG(A) returned to MAI LOC and prepared to resume
Operation BARBER GIADE.

On 24 June, the Sth Bn, 2 Regt (ARVN) terminated operations in coordimation
with the 3 Bde in the FSB IEATHERMECK area and returned to DONG HA.

On 25 June, the 3 Bde Task Force was withdr. .1 from the northwestern por-
tion of the division AC. Co A, 24 Bn (ambl), 5024 Inf and Co B, 18t Bn (Ambl},
501st Inf returned to parent unit control; the HOC BAQ Co returnmed to HIE amd
was released to the control of the 13t Inf Div {ARVN); Btyxy A(-), 28 Bn (Ambl),
11th Arty mcved by air to FSB RIPCORD; and the 2d Sodn (Azbl), 17th Cav resured
normal operations. Btry C{-), 24 Bn {Ambl)}, 11th Arty remined at FSB SARGE
and prepared to redeploy in the 24 Bde AOQ,

Alec on 29 June, Det B52, Sth SFG(A) resumed Operation BAREER GLADE with
insertion of the 28 Plt, 44th Ranger Co into the vicinity of XD8344.

(b) Significant Activities. At 170340, vwicinity YD441066 (Area Cscar),
the light CP, & and 3d Companies, 1st Bn, 33 Regt (ARVN), operating in coordin-
ation with the 1st Bn (Ambl), 327th Inf, engaged an estimated enemy platoon
near their night defensive position. Organic weapons, tube artillery, ARA,
and a flareship were employed and resulted in 32 NVA KIA. ARVN casualties
were four with minor wounds.

On 18 June, in the Vietnamese Salient ()XD8831), gunships, ARA, and air
strikes were employed resulting in 26 NVA KIi. Weather precluded the insertion
of Trp Dy 24 Sqdn (Ambl}, 17th Cav into the area to conduct mtrul and sur-
veillanoce operations.

The weather cleared permitting insertion of Troop D on the 19th and a re-
cently evacuated hospital complex wvas discovereds Nine enemy were killed in
the Vietnamese Salient.

The ingertion of Trp D and the ARP, Trp B, A Sadn (Ambl ), 1Tth Cav and
the HOC BAO Co into the wvicinity of PSB ROBIN on 21 June to perform bomb dammge
assessment and to exploit B9S2 strilkes, resulted in discovery of 62 bunkers,
50 tons of rice, medical supplies, six NVA killed by air foroce, a shirt iden=
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tifying elements ot the 7th Bn, obth NVA KHeut, and capture of twe PWs. ‘Three

US were wounded in action when the ANr, Trp B, X Sqdn (Ampl 5, 17tk Z3v rece vl
small arms fire and frugmentetion yrenades fros 3 - & snemy at 15 meterse Tre
slement returred fire but the enemy withdrew and a aweep revealed no enely
casualties,

The 33 Bde combuwd task force, iamertsd intu tie vicinlty Fii LEATIZHRECK
on 22 June, located amd destroyed eneuy rmtallations and food stuffs u-t.l
~hey were extracted on 295 Jure, Totals for tne period 17 - 25 June in e
ar2a were 69 NVA KiA, two PW, 52 tons of rice, three tons of salt, 10 c:ses
of miscellaneous foodatuffs, three individual and one crewv served weajon
captured, 19,500 AK~47 reunds, 4,600 1.,7m: rounds, 310 RPG rounia, 4% 7ims
recoilless rifle rounds, and 15 122mm rockets. A total of 283 bunkers <ere
destroyed.

At 22160C, vicinity YD172208, {1 KM W of FSB JSROM:), the 28 Co, 1st 3o,
15t Regt (ARVN) discovered a training area consisting of a rifle rangs, 50
huta with underground bupnkers, and an ammanition bunker centiining 10,000
AK~47 roands, 200 RPGC rourds and 40 NVA unifcrme with no markings.

At 231045, vicinity 184256, {2 KM SW of FSB JSROME), the 1st Bn, 1st Regt
{ABVN )} engaged an estimated two ensmy platoons with organic weapons, gunshipe
ard tube artille:y. The enemy returned smll arms fire and fled. & sweep of
the contact area revealed 47 WVA K1A ani a large eneny base camp resuliing
in 10 IWC, 11 CSWC, 158,450 AX-47 rounds, 51,000 12.7me pachinegin raunds,
780 RFG rounds, 30 anti-tank mines, 16C bunkers, t{w animal cages and two
PW cages. The area west and south of ¥SB8 JEROME is a known rear service area
supporting the 812th NVA Regt and the Ttn Front. Four ARVN were wunded in
action.

At 241430, vicinity YD217232, the 1st Bn, 2d Regt (ARVN) dimcovered graves
containing 43 NVA killed by an air foroe B52 strike approximately 10 days
earlier.

(8) 26 June ~ 7 July 1970

(a) The division cortinued to provide aviation assets to the 1st Inf Div
(ARVN) ard the 1st Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech) throughout this period. Assets
ware also provided to Det B52, Sth SPG(A), until the termimation of Operation
BARFER GLADE on 30 June. There weare a total of 117 incidents of aircraft
receiving ground fire. me aircrafi was shot down by 12.7me machipegun fire
and crashed. Nineteen other aircraft were rendered non-{lyable.

The division continued extensive employment of ground sensor devioces to
locate and monitor enemy movement and engage suspected enemy locations with
artillery and marine, navy and USAF aircraft., During the period a totel of
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323 activations were rvcurdea and 30U3 rounda of mixed caliber artillery
ampunition were fired in resction.

The division continued to conduct opsrations to locate and desiroy enemy
forces, staging araas and lines of comsunication, and tn prevent enemy infil-
tration into the pomlated lowlands and disruption of elections held on 28 June,

0n 20 June, division aviation assets were provided for t.® assault of the
4th 8n, 54th Regt (ARVN) intc the area vicinity FSB BRICK, The battalion CP
collocated with the CP, 2d Bn (Ambl), S01at Inf te facilitate coordinated
operations against elezents of the 29th NVA Regiment ‘u area Xray.

On 28 June, an artillery raid was conducted from FSB BLAZE by Biry B, 1st
Bn, 83d Arty. Preplanned targetsalong route 548, vicinity ®B RERDRZVOTUS
were engagade.

Cn 29 Jupe, the 2d Bn (Ambl), 5024 Inf completed battalion refresher
training at CiMP BAGLE ard releployed by vehicle to the wicinity of FSB HASTORE.
The battalion assumed responsibility for area Uniform, security of the firebase,
and initiated search and attack patrols in the vicinity of the firebase. The
1st Bn (Amhl), SO1at Inf moved from PSB BASPOQNE to PHU LOC District, pessed
to the operational comtrol of the 24 Bde, and assumed responsibility for ares
Zulu and security of FSB L0S BANOS and TOMAHAWK. The 24 Bn (Ambl), 327th Inf
moved by air and vehicle from PHU LOC District to CAMP EAGIE and began prepar-
ation for btattalion refresher training. The battalion also asgumed the missicn
of Division Ready Force.

On 30 June, Det 552, S5th SPG(A) terminated Opsratior BAREER GLADE and
vrepared to move by air to NHA TRAKG.

The period 1 - 7 July sav a marked increase in enemy activity in the 3d
Bde area of operation as elements of -the 8034 and 6th FVA Regiments conducted
daily attacks by fire on FSB RIPCORD. More than 16C rounds of 60mm and S2zm
portar and 75me recoilless rifle fire were directed at the firebase during the
first seven days of July, resulting in 21 US WIA, In the vicinity of the
firebase US units engaged in 23 enemy and eignt friendly initiated contacts,
resulting in 30 NVA KIA, nine IWC, and tw CSWC. US casualties were 18 ki:led
ard 104 wounded,

On 1 July, the Aero-rifle Platoon, Trp C, 24 Sqgdn (ambl), 17th Cav was in-
serted west of PSB RIPCORD in reaction to the enemy attacks by fire on the
firebase. Wwhen the platoon received fire on the landing gone, Trp Dy, & Sqdn
(ambl), 17th Cav was inserted to reinforce the ARP. These elements passad to
cperational control of the 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf until they were extracted
on 2 July, returning to parent unit control at 1810 hours.

Aiso on 1 July, the 1st Bde passed operational cont.ol of the 2d Bn (Ambl),
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5018t Inf to the 2i Bde and rerponsibility for FS/0B BRICK amd area Xray to ithe
4th Bn, 54th Regt (£RVN). Thbe 2 Bn (Ambl), Suist laf moved by air from vicine
ity FS/UB BRICK to FHU BAL Combat Base to prepare for movement to CAMP EVAIS
and redeployment.

Oon 2 July, the 24 Bn (Ambl), 5018t Inf paBsed to the operational conmtrol
of the 3d Bde and assanlted into larding zones south and scuthwest of ¥5/0B
RIPCORD. The battalion CP ccllocated on the fivebase with the CP, 2 Bn (Azbl),
506th Inf,

0o 5 July, three battalions were repositioned in eupport of the battalion
refresher training program. The 18t Bn (Ambl), 5018t 'uf terminated operations
in PAD IOC District and moved o vicinity FS/(B VEGEHL ~md pasued OFCON to 18t
Bdz. The 1s% Bn (Amwbl), 327th Inf terminated oparations vicinity ¥S/B VEGHEL
and MBA tc CAMP BEAGIE, closing at 1812 hours, and began prepamation for refreshsr
trairing. The bat:alion assamed the mission of DRF at 0807 hours. The 24 Bn
(Am1), 327th Inf completed refresher tmaining and returnad to PHU LOC Dis-
trict amd reassumed responsibility for area Zulu.

On 5 and 6 July, Troops C and D, 21 Sqin (Amdi), 17th Cav moved to Quang
Pri, joiniag Troop A, to facilitate the concentration of airmobile cavalry
elerents in the northwest portion of the division AC. This movement was in
reaction to intelligence concerning infiltration of the 9:h Regt, 304th
NVA Division into South Vie tnam.

n 6 July, additional artillery (three 155mm howitzers) from Biry a, A
Bn (Ambl), 11th Arty were moved from FS/UB RAKKASAN to FS/CB RIPCORD in support
of operations in that area. Six 105mm howitzers of Btxy B, 2 Bn (Ambl),
319th Arty and six 155mm howitzers of Btry A, 23 Bn (Ambl), 11th Arty were
located on the firebase at that time,.

n 7 July, the 1st Bn, 34 Regt (ARWN) terminated operations vicinity FS/(B
VEGEEL and GBORGIA and moved by air and vehicle to CAMP SALLY to begin re=
froshar training for future operaticns.

(v) Significant Activities. On the moming of 26 June, CAMP BEAGIE was
twice attacked by fire. At 0009 hours approximatsly ten 82mm mortar rounds
immacted in the avea of the 24 Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty and the 4th Bn (Aerial
Arty), T7th Arty (Ambl). Ome US was killed and eight wounded during the
attack. Two UH1H helicopters and cne sealut wre damaged, and one mainten-
ance tent was destroyed. At 0247 hours seven 122mm rockets impacted in the
areas of Co ¥, 159th Avn Bn (ASH) éAmbl%, 4th Bn (Aerial Arty), T7th Arty
(Ambl), 265th RRU, 801st Maint Bn (Ambl), Div Arty, and G Sector of the CAMP
EAGIE perimeter, Results were four US WIA; ome AH1G helicopter and one 3/4
ton M37 truck destroyed; one CH-47, one AH1G, two 2% ton M35 tmucks, two 3/4
ton M37 trucks and two M151 jeeps, damaged. Aerial rocket artillery, tube
artillery and mortar fire was employed on suspected enemy locations. Asrial
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reconnaissance of the rocket belt and suspected enemy firing positions reveaied
one NVA KIA,

At 260239, vicinity YD442118, the 13t Plt, Co B, 1st Bn {Ambl), 506th Inf
reoeived RPG and small arms fire in their night defensive position. The pla~
toon returned ssall arms fire and employed ARA and a flareship. A first iisht
sweep of the contact area revealed six NVA KIA, two AK-478, two RPG launchers,
tw> RPG rounds, and 25 } pound satchel charges. US casualtiss were four Kl
m O.i.g'!t WIlA.

Light and sporadic contact in the division area of operation during the
period 26 - 30 June resulted in eight NVA KIA and one US killed and elewen
wounded .

On 1 July, at OTO8 hours, on FS/0B RIPCORD, the CP and Co D, & Bn (Ambl),
506th Inf received five S2mm moriar rounds and swell arms fire from the south~
east, At 0850, the firebase received 15 rounds of B2ma mortar fire which
impacted inside the perimeter. At 1345 hours, the enemy emwployed 16 7Som
recoilleas rifle rounds, 6 —~ 8 impacting inside the firehase perimeter. At
1912 hours, four roands of 82mm mortar fire landed on the firebase. Artillery,
air strikes and organic mortar fire were employed on suspected enemy locations
throughout the day. Fifteen US received minor wounds during tha day, all from
Btry B, 2 Bn (Ambl), 319th Arty, located on the highest point of the firebase.
Moat of {he casualties occurred as the battery was employing counter-bvattery
fire,

At 011045 hours, approximately 1500 meters southeast of FS/CB RIPCORD,
Co By & 2n (Ambl), 506th Inf received fire from 75 meters west of their posi-
tion. The element returned organic weapons fire and a pink team was employed.
A sweep of the area after contact revealed aopne XVA KIA, Two US were wounded.
A% 2225 hours the coumpany received 8 - 10 RPG rounds and amall arma fire from
100 meters south of their position. Elements returned fire ard the enemy
withdrew. There were no friendly casualties or damage.

Also on 1 July, Regioral and Popular force units joined by ARVN infantry
ard armored elements, and the HOC BAO Company, waged a 16-hour battle near
Quang Tri with main foree enemy units, resulting in 135 enemy killed anmd 17
captured. GVN forces suffered 12 KIA.

At 020346 July, vicinity 1337172 (Hill 902), the CP and 1st and 20 Plts,
Co C, 24 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf received RPG, satchel charges and small arms fire
in their night defensive position. An estimated sapper company, in a well
organized and executed attack, were successful in penetrating the perimeter
and ocoupying positions inside the NDP. The ememy sappers and elements of Co C
exchanged aatchel charges and fragmentation grenades in a fieroe bvattle until
the epemy within the perimeter were killed, and the resainier withdrew at ap-
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proximetely 0420 hours. The company commander was killed in the initia]l ex-
change of fire., The company medic immedjatley organized the defense of the
positicn until relieved later by the artillery forward observer. Sporadic
contact and mortar fire continued until sprroximtely 0530 hours. Results
of the action were 15 NVA KIA, seven (S KIi, six US WIA and one US MIA.

On 3 July, betwsen the hours of 1415 and 1520, in the vicinity of XD9744,
sevan kilometers northweat of the KHE SANE airstrip, aircraft from Trp A, &
Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav, conducting acwed asrial reconnaissance, engased approx-
imately 14 enemy, killing twelve., The ARP, Trp A, 21 Sqin (Ambdl), 17th Cav
was inserted at XD790443, engaged tw spexy in unkers resulting in two NVi
KIA, one US KIA, and two US and one Kit Carson scout wounded., 7Ths platoon
wag extracted at 1820 hours.

At 040950, vicinity YD372170, an individual from Co C, 20 Bn (Azmbl), 501st
Inf, while the company was conducting a search and attaok operation soutbh-
sast of FS/0B RIPCORD, detonated a booby trap consisting of five S2mm mortar
rounas, placed along the tmil and daisy chained, Three rounds were placed
on the right side of the trail and two on the left, Pive US were killed and
five wunded,

On 4 July, FS/B RIFCORD was attacked by fire for the fourth day in a rov.
A tutal of pine attacks were directsd at the firebase, three consisting of
82m and 60mm mortar €S rounds. Threo US were wounded.

At 050010, vicinity YD377159, Co C, 22 Bn (Amdl), 501st Inf, while in their
night defensive position southeast of FS/(B RIPCORD, engaged three 8nemy vith
sml]l arms fire 20 meters to the west of their position. The enemy returned
amall ayms {ire and satchel charges, and appeared to flee. At 0050 hours the
company was attacked with satchel charges and returned organic weapons fire.
The enexy again withdrew and ARA and a flareship vere employed. A Sweep under
illumination revealed no enemy casualties. Three US were wounded.

At 0605 Lours, the company received 8 - 10 RPG rounds and small arms fire,
again from the weste This time a sweep revealed five NVA KIA, five 4AK-4T7s,
twenty-eight i-pound satchel charges and two NVA gas msks. Ope US waa killed
and 14 were evacuated for wounds.

At 05240, vicinity 0336161, three idiometers south uf FS/OB RIPCORD, Co A,
2 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf engaged B8-10 enemy with ssmll arms apd artillery five,
¥illing five NVA. Two US were wounded by RPG fire.

Un 6 July, enemy contact in the FS/0B MAUHEER area by elements of the fat
Bn (Ambi), 50bth Inf resulted in three NVA KlA, and 20 US WIA. At 1730 hours,
three Kilometers southwest of FS/0B RLPCGRD, 15 US were wounded in Co 4, 2 Ba
(Ambl), 5Cist Inf, by smll arms fire and fragmentation grenades from an esti~
mated enemy company on all sides of the friendly position.
1-73

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

Inclosure 1 (Cpurations Narrative) to Cperational Report - Lessons learned,
1018t airborme Division (Airmobile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSPOR—65

(r2) (0)

At 061530, vicinity YD745455, a ranger team from Co L (Racger), 75th Inf
mads cantact vith an estimted ensmy cowpany 50 metera north and west of thair
position, O(rganic weapons, ARA and a pink team were amploysd, resulting in
13 NVA KIA. Six rangers were wounded,

At Q70940, vicinity, YD334194, west of FS/CB RIFCOHD, wvhile assanlting on
Hill 1000, Co D, X Bn (Amhl}, 501at Inf received small arms fire and satchel
charges from an enemy force located in mnkers, 30 metere frce their poeition.
The company employed organic weapons fire, tube artillery, ARA, and air
strikes on the enemy position@. Contact was broken at approximmtely 1500
bours as the company moved off the hill, having suffered three KIA and 19
Wik. Sizx NVA were killed in the actions

Other enemy contact in the vicinity of P53/ RIPCORD, on T July, by elemants
of the 2 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf and tha 2 Bn (Ambl), S01st Inf, resulted in
ore US KIA and 28 WIA,

(3) 8- 16 July 1970

(a) 1In reaction to intelliigence information indicating the possibility
of infiltration by the 9th Regiment, 3C4th KVA Division into South Vietnam,
to reinforee ard replace the weakened 66th NVA Regiment, reconnaissance and
surveillance efforta in the nuithwestern portion of the division AD were
ntensified, Extensive efforts to interdict the infiltration of the 9th Regt
alminated at approximately 1130 hours on 8 July, as a pirk tesm, from Trp A,
21 Sqdn (Axbl), 17th Cav obaerved 150 - 200 enemy in the open, vicinity Xp8236.
The area was engaged by muchixregun and rocket fire from the pink team and a
comzand and control aircraft accowpanying the team. Additional gunship and
ARA support was requested, and, within 30 minutes, was on station engaging
the ememy. At 1358 hours, Trp D, 21 Sodn (Ambl), 17th Cav was inserted into
the contact area %o make 2 ground sweep and capture a priscner. The troop
made contact with the enemy and was extracted at 1758 hours, having captured
three prisonere and a large aumber of enemy documents, which identified the
9th NVA Regt. Pink teams, and sections of ARA from the 4th Bn (Aerial Arty),
T7th Arty (Ambl}, mroviding relief on station, continued to engage the enemy
throughout the day, resulting in 139 enemy killed.

In reaction to this activity, Operation CLLICH VALIEY, employing elements
of the 3 Bda and the 3d Regt (ARVN), was initiated =t 091315 hours. Btry B,
2 Bn (ambl), 11th Arty wes airlifted from FS/0B VEGHEL to PS/(B SAR(R. The A
Bn (Ambl), 5021 Inf woved by air from FS/G@ BIRMINGHAM to MAI 10C and conducted
an airmobile assailt into FS/(B SHEPHERD to pruvide security for Biry A, 48th
Arty (ARVN). The battalion passed from operational control of the 1st Bde
tc cperaticnal contrcl of tne 3d Bde. Co B secured the firebase vhile com=

panies A, C and D conuucted security opsrations in the wicinity of the firebase.

The 1st Bn (Ambl), 5061 Inf passed from operational control of the 3d Bde to
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area was engaged by gunships and ARA, rssulting in 50 enemy killed. Air to
ground contact continued throughout the day. At 12/0 hours, ten mcre enemy
were killed by gunships in the vicinity of XD826363. Trp D, 24 Sqdn (Ambl),

17 Cavy was inserted at this location, at 1538 hours and ocaptured three
Frisoners. While oollecting epemy equipment, weapons and dooumenta for extrac~
tion, and sweeping the contact area, the troop was engaged Dy an estimated bat~
talion sime ensemy force, During the engagement, 24 VA were killed and Trp

D suffered six KIA and five WIA before being extracted at 1758 hours. Alrcraft ;
screening the ground troop continued to engage enemy in the ayea, At 1900 :
hours, vicinity XD825363, aircraft from Trp A observed and engaged an active |
12, Tmn machinegun position, destroying the weapon, one RPG launcher, cne radio

and four rucksacks lying in the vicinity. At 1745 hours, & cosmand and control

aircraft, flowm by the CO, 21 Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav, landed and extracted ons

woundsd NVA P¥. The final contact of the day occurred at 1919 hours, when

aircraft from HHP, 28 Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav observed 10 - 15 enemy near an

active 12.7mm mchinegun position. The area was engaged with M50 machinegun

fire and AH1G gunshipe, resulting in the deastruction of the weapon and 10

enemy killed.

Also on 8 July, vicinity FS/0B RIPCORD, the enemy again refusad to be dis=
lodged from Hill 1000, Companies C and D, 20 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf wer: engaged
with smll arme and automatic weapons fire by an eneay in well fortified bun-
kers, at 1050 hours. Intensive fire from at least three mutually supporting
bunkers, pinned the companies down. One bunker was neutralized with M/? LAW
fire, but the other two could not be destroyed. Contact was terminated at
approximately 1300 hours as the companies again moved off the hill. US case
ualties were two killed and.four wounded.

At 091615 hours, vicinity XD826363, aireraft from Trp A, 21 Sqdn (Ambl),
17th Cav observed ten NVA bodies killed during the previous night by heavy
artillery employed from CAMP CARROL by Btry B, 8th Bn, 4th Arty. Cavalry air-
ceraft killed two other’ enemy in the KHS SANH Plateau area during the day.

On 10 July, beginning at 0735 hours, FS/UB RIPCORD was attacked by fire on
eight separate occasions during the day. The epsmy employed 60mm and 82mm
mortar and 75m recoilless rifle fire, resunlting in two US KIA and 17 US WIA.

Also on 10 July, aircraft from Troops A amd B, 2 Sodn (Ambl), 17th Cav
killed 26 KVA in scattered air to ground contaet in support of Operation
CLINCH VALIEY.

On 11 July, Troops A and B killed 14 KVA in support of ARVN ground foroes
in the CLINCY VALIEY AC, and the 1st Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN) killed five enemy
while sweeping in the vicinity of XDB823361.

At 110900 hours, vicinity XD833362, the 1st Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN) discovered
thirty enemy bodies killed by helicopter, and, between the hours of 1845 and
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tre 1st Bde, aml moved by air from PS/0B KATIRYN to F3/(B BASTOGRE, assuming
regponsibili ty for the firebase.

On 1C July, the 1st and 2d Battalions, 3d Regt (ARVN) assaulted into FS/CB
SEAPPER and SMITH, respectively, to begin reconpaissance in force operations. i
The 3d Regt light CP moved by air to ¥5/(B SHEPHERD. The 3d Bde tactical CP i
moved to CAMP CARROL and maintained close coordination with the 33 Regt (ARVN),

On 11 July, division aviation assets were provided to support the assault
of a platoon of the FAC BAO Company, with four members c¢f Co L (Ranger), 75th
Inf, into the CLINCH VALIEY area. The assault and subsequent patrolling oper-
ations culminated an extensive training program conducted by the Screaming
Bagle Replacement Training School (SERTS),

The 1st Bn (Ambl), 327Tth Inf completed refresher training and moved by
vehicle and air, from CAMP EAGIE, to FS/0B VEGHEL and KATHRYN. The 1st Bn (/imbl),
501st Inf moved from FS/OB VEGEEL to PHU BAI Combat Base, assumed the misaion
of DRF, and prepared for refresher training,.

The 2d Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf moved from FS/0B RIPCORD and wicinity, to CAMP
BVANS, to refit and prepare for redeployment against elements of the 80% RVA
Regt, vicinity FS/0B RIPCORD. On 12 July, the battalion assaulted into the
vicinity of Y3519 and YD3118 and began aitacks to the south and east.

Operation CLINCH VALLEY was terminated at 151802 July, as the 1lst and A
Bn, 3d Regt (ARVN) extracted from FS/0B SNAPPER and SMITH to vicinity MAI 1OC
and then moved by air to CAMP SALLY. The 24 Bn (Ambl), 502 Inf moved by air
from FS/0B SHEPHERD to CAMP EAGIE, returned to operational control of the 1st
Bde, and prepared for redeployment.

Results of Operation CLINCH VALIEY (Period 091315 to 151802 July) were
226 NVA KIA (188 by US, 38 by ARVN), 15 INC {(ARVK), and 14 CSWC (3 by US,
11 by ARVN), There were no Allied casualties reported during the operation.

Elements of the 80334 and 6th NVA Resiments continmued to conduct standeoff
attacks against FS/0B RIPCORD during the period 8 - 16 July. The enemy employ-
ment of 60mn and 82mm mortar and 75mm reccilless rifle fire, on 10 July, re-
sulted in two US killed and 17 wounded, on the firebase. Ground acticn around
the firebase, vicinity Hiils 1000 and 805, resulted in ten US KIA, 52 US WIA,
and 12 NVA KA.

Between the hours of 1000 and 1600, on 16 July, the USS EDSON fired 224
five inch rounds at bunkers and caves in the mountains north of PHU LOC Dis~
trict, sealing four caves, and causing two secondary explosions,

(b) Significant Activities. At 081130 hours, vicinity XD826363, aircraft

from Trp A, 2 Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Ics)vl’obaemd 150 =~ 200 KVA in the open. The
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1920, discovered 100 epemy killed by air strikes within the past 36 hours.

At 122222 hours, vicinity YD362188 (Bill 805), Co D, 2 En (Amhl)}, 5015t
Inf, while in their night defensive position, reoeived 30 to 40 RPG rounds amd
smll arma fire, from an enemy force, 250 msters to the northeast. The company
returned organic weapons fire, and ARA, air strikes and a flareship wsre
employed, Sixteen US were wounded.

At 121355 hours, vicinity X0840359 (one kilometsr north of PS/0B SNAPFER),
the 3d Co, ist Bn, 33 Regt (ARWN) engaged an estimatad 40 enemy with organic
weapons fire, A sweep revealed 30 NVA KJA, one RFD machinegun, four RPG
launchers, six AK-47s, one 60mm moritar, complete, 100 rucksacks, 35 Chicom
grenades, 60 RPG and 120 60mn mortar rounds, 60 Chicom gas masks, and 15 pounds
of docurents,

Also on 12 July, vieinity YD175240, 3} kilometers southwest of F5/@B JEROME,
the 3d Co, 33 Bn, 1st Regt (ARVN;, discovered the bodies of 65 NVA killed by

air strikes within the last 3 - 4 days.
On 13 July, General William C., Weotmoreland visited the division.

At 140203 hours, vicinity ¥D362188, Co D, 24 Bn (Ambl}, S01st Inf, while
in their night defensive pomition on Hill 805, again meceived RPG and smml)
arms firve from an epemy force, 20 meters northwest of their position. The
element returned organic weapons fire and omployed M55 .50 caliber fire (Quad
50) from FS/0B RIPCORD, and 81ma mortar fire, air strikes, and ARA. Contact
terminated at 0307 howrs and a first light check of the area rewvealed five NVA
KIA. The company suffered six KIA and nine WIA. At 2253 hours, the company
received small arms fire and RPG fire and satchel charges, and at 0159 hours,
received thirty-seven 82mm mortar rounds, impacting around their EDP. Organic
weapons, ARA, tube artillery and mortar fire was employed against the snemy.
One US waB killed in the action. A first light sweep rewalsd numerous blood
trails.

On 14 July, Companies A and B and the Recon Elt, & Bn (Ambl), 5018t Inf,
in yet another attempt to eject the enemy from Hill 1000, was engaged by RPG,
small arms and mortar fire, resulting in one US KIA and 20 WIA, Organic
waapons, ARA, tube artillery and air strikes were employed against enemy posi-
tions and well fortified bunkers on the hill. Partial swseps of the area
revealed five NVA KIA. Elemsnts withdrew to the vicinity of 1325189, wvhere,
8t 1715 hours, they received 82mm mortar fire without cesual ties. Artillery
was employed an the suspected enemy looation.

Operation CLINCH VALIEY was terminated at 151802 July.

A%t 161815 hours, vicinity YD360186 (Hill B805), Co D, 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th
Inf discovered two NVA killed by artillery within the last 24 hours.
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(10) 17 = 23 July 1970

{(a) 0o 17 July, FS/0B RIPCORD received sporadic mortar fire throughwut the
day with light damage and casualties on the firebese. The enemy employecd 1.0me
mortars for the first time since the firebase was openad in April 1970. The
planned extraction of the a4 Bn (Ambl), Sulst Inf was postponed dus tu high
wvinds in the RIPCOHD area.

The 21 Bn (Ambl), 5021 Inf moved by air to LZ ANF (vicinity ¥S/0B VECHEL),
staged, and conducted an assault into three landing zomes south of FS/(B BLAZE,
The battalion initiated search and attack operations in the TENNESSEE
area.

On 18 July, the 21 Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf moved by air from FS/0B RIPCORD to
CAMP EVANS and then by vehicle to PHU BAI Combat Base to begin preparation for
refresher training and assumed the mission of DRF.

At 181330, a CH-47 in lcgistical support of FS/B RIPCORD, was shot down by
enemy ground fire and crashed in the 105 amsmnition atorage area, causing
a mjor fire and extensive damage on the firebase., All six 105mm howitzers
of Btry B, & Bn (Ambl), 319th Arty were destroyed. In reaction, the 1st Bn
(Ambl) (-S, 5018t Inf passed tuv operationmal control of the 3d Bde, and
assaulted into FS/B GLADIATOR to secure the firebase fur inssrtion of Biry
B, 2 Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty. This move was made to insure adequate artillery
coverage for the RIPCORD area.

O0n 19 July, FS/0B RIPCORD continued to receive sporadic mortar fire, causing
light casualties but not interfering with damage repair and clean up opara-
tions on the firebaae.

Also on 19 July, the Ath Bn, 54th Regt (ARVN) termimated operations in
area Xray and moved by air from PS/OB BRICK to FS/0B ROY and ANZIO.

On 21 July, the 21 Ba (Awbl), 5021 Inf terminated omrations in search of
eloments of the 29th NVA Regiment, in the vicinity d iNESSEE and extracted by
air to CAMP EAGIE to refit and prepare for future operations to support inser.
tion of Allied forces into the FS/08 AIRBORNE-BRADIEY area.

On 22 July, the 1st Bde passed responsibility for FS/OB BASTORNE and Area
Uniform to 2 Bde. Co A, st Bn (Ambl), 5020 Inf moved by wehicle from
FS/08 BIRMINGHAM to FS/COB BASTOGNE and assamed security of the firebase, (o B,
18t Bn (Ambl), 5020 Inf moved by vehicle from FS/(B ARSBRAL to vicinity YD6409
and began patrol and surveillance operations in the vicinity of FS/(B BASTOGNE.

Because of the enemy buildup of forces and the increased tempe of enemy
attacks in the PS/OB RIPCORD area, it became apparent that the cost ami effort
required for the self-defense of RIPCO%D placed the accomplishment of future
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operations in the enemy's rear supply and service areas, vicinity of BRADIEY
and AIRBORNE, in jeopardy.

Oon 23 July, the 3 Bde directed the extraction of the 2i Bn (Ambl), 5J6th
Inf from FS/0B RIPCORD, and vicinity. Extraction from the firebase bagan at
0545 hours and was completed, despite heavy indirect and 12.7mm mchinegun
fire, at 1214 hourse Co D, 24 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf was inserted vicinity
YD363178 to assist the extraction of Co A, 21 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf, Extrac-
tion of Companiers A and D began at 1305 hours and was completad without
damdge or casualties at 1401 hours. Seventy-four USAF, marine and navy tace
tical air sorties and continuous ARA and tube artillery firea were employed
in support of the extractiopn. The battalion moved to CAMP EVANS to conduct
stand down and began preparation for refresher training.

(p) Significant Activities. FS/(B RIPCORD received six attacks by fire
from enemy forces employing 60mm, 82mm, and 120mm mortars on 17 July, begin-
ning at 0704 hours. The last attack was at 1745 hours. Artillery and tacti-
cal air support was employed on suspected enmemy locations throughout the day.
Results wexe 14 US WIA and one Kit Carson scout WIi.

At 181330, a CH~47 aircraft from Co A, 159th Avn Bn (ABH) (Ambl), carrying
a sling load of 105mm howitzer amminition to FS/(B RIPCORD, received 12,7mm
machinegun fire while on approach to the firebase. The aircraft crashed into
the 105mm amguni tion storage point, causing a major fire. Extensive damge
was caused in Btry B, 24 Bn (ambl), 319th Arty, as well as the bunkers and
TOC on the southern rortion of the firebase. Five howitzers from the batvery
wire destroyed and one damaged. An AN/MPQAL counter-mortar radar, two 106mm
recoilless rifles, and an AN/GRC~163 VHF radio set were also destroyed. The
f£i 2base continued to receive sporadic enemy mortar fire throughcout the day,
resclting in one US KIA and four US WIA. The crash of the helicopter resulted
ir cne crew meyber killed and five crew members wourded. In spite of the fire,
and fvploding 105mm amminition on the firebase, the verimeter remained intact,
ard v late afternoon the fires were brought under control and clean up opera=-
tions began on the firebase. To assist in defending the firebase, artillery
fires were increased from FS/0B BARBARA, O'HEILLY and RAKKASAN until Biry B,
2l Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty was laid and ready to fire from FS/0B GIADIATOR at
1837 hourse.

FS/CB RIPCORD contimied to receive sporadic mortar fire on the firebase
throughout the period 19 = 22 July. A total of 34 stand-off attacks were con-
ducted by the enemy during these four days resulting in seven US KIA and 35
US WIAs, All but five wounded required evacuvation. A total of 51 taetical
air strikes were directed into the RIPCORD area between 19 and 22 July.

On 20 July, contact by Co D, 1at Bn (Ambl ), 506th Inf and Co A, M Bn
(azbl), 506th Inf, east and mouth of Hill 805, vicinity FS/(B RIPCCRD, resulted
in six NVA KIA. Heavy contact at 1730 hours by the 18t Plt, Co D, 1at Bn
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‘Aambl )y, A6th Inf with an enemy f .roe anpluyine 60mn mortar and small arme
er, vicinity YD376189, resulted in four U KIA and five US WIA. Countact
terninated it 1620 hourse.

At 210712 houra, vicinity YD376192, three kilometers east of P./UB RIFILHD,
C. D, 18t Bn (Ambl), “.6th Inf, while preparing to leave their night defenaive
ponition, received approximately eighty 82mm sortar rounds and small arms
fire from an enemy force a.) around thelr position. As the company retumed
fire with organic weapons ind euployed tube artillery and ARA against tne
eremy, Co D, 21 Bn (Ambl), >Utth Inf air ancaulted from vicinity YD330240,
to an LZ north of the conwact area. The company attaclked to the south to
reinfrerce Co D, 18t Bo (Ambl), 506th Inf, making light contact with the enemy
enr,ute, suftering four WIA, capturing a 12.7m machinegun, and discovering
« laree bunker complex at 1372198, Co C, 21 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf was inserwed
t. lestroy the bunier c.mrplex.

Co D, 24 Bn (Ambl}, 506th Inf linked up with Co D, 1st Bn (Ambl), 506th
inf at 1223 hours as sporadic mortar fire comtimued to impact in the area un-
i1 1615 hours. Air strikes and a pink team supported the contact as Co D,

iat Bp {ambi), 506th Inf suffered five KIA and 31 WIA, and accounted for e.ght
N7A KIA.

At 084C hours, a UH1H helicopter from Co C, 326th Med Bn (Amdbl), while
attempting to extract casualties from Co D, 1st Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf area of
con‘act, was hit in the tail boom by an RPG round, while in the pick-up zope,
and rendered non-flyable. At 0947 hours, another medevac aircraft from Co C,
326th Med Bn (Ambl) was hit by small arms fire in the sams pick-up zopne, re-
gulting in one crew tepter killed and one wounded. The aircraft returned to
CAMP EAGIZE vhere it was found to be non-flyable. A third aircraft, from Co A,
156th Avn Bn (AH), was hit by small arme fire at 1658 hours, while attempting
to extract elements of Co D, 18t Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf. The aircraft crashed
wnd caught fire on the PZ. 3ix other aircraft received ground fire in the
RIPZORD area during the day with three being hit by machinegun and small arms
fire, all returned to CAMP EVANS and one was found to be non-{lyable.

At approximately 1700 hours, Companies C and D, 21 Ba (Ambl), 506th Inf
ani Co D, 18t Bn (Ambl), S06th Inf were extracted from a pick-up zone at
13372198 and returned to CAMP RVANS to refit and prepare for future insertion

ints the RIPCOHD area.

At 221300 hours, vicinity YD353187, 1.5 kilometers southeast of FS/0B RIPCORD,
Co Ay 2 Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf received rifle grenades, mortar and small arms
f.re from a larpe enexy foroe attacking from the north, east and southeast.
Tube artillery, ARA and tactical alr support were employed against the enemy.
Con~act was mintained until dark when the company consolidated their position
axt forzed a defernsive parimeter. Because of the close proximity of the
entimted three-compeny size enemy force, extraction of the wounded was not
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attempted Auring the night. Mat of the fifty-vne parsonnel woundsd in tme
company were not serious, Thove who hid more serious wounds were made aa com~
fortable as possible until they were extracted on the mormning of the ZXd.
Twelve US were killed during the day and the company accounted for 631 VA rla.

During the night of 22 - 23 July messive artillery and air strikes were
suployed fn the RIPCURD area agninst known and aspected ensmy locations.

More than 2200 roumds of mixed caliber artillery ammunition were fived in
support of the extraction of the X Bn (Ambl), 5%06th Inf on 2% July. Pourtser
CH-47 alrcraf{t were employed commencing at 0545 hours toc e xtract 22 sorties,
which included six 155mm howitzers, tw M-40% dozers, commnications equip-
ment, and one M55 (Quad 50) machinepun. The CH-A7 extraction operation
prooseded smoothly until 0740 hours, when ong CH-47 was shot down on the fire=-
base by 12.,7mm mchinegun fire. The aircraft was forced to land amitst the
105me howltzears which had been destroyed on 18 July, and thus prevented the
extraction of the artillery pisces and two 106mm recoilles: rifles. The CH-47
received a direct hit by an eremy mortar round, causing the aireraft to um
and explode., Eight additional CH-47 aircraft received hita during the extrac~
tian, four were later determined non-flyable. Co B, 2 Bn (Ambl), 506th iInf
bagan extraction at 0745 hours by URIE out was calayed until 0935 hours by heavy
enemy 60mm and 82mm mortar fire. The extraction was conducted by infiltrating
one THI1H aireraft intc the firebase at a time.

During the extraction, FS/(B RIPCORD was undsr continuous enemy mortar
fire, with gseveral hundred rvunds impacting throughout the firebase, Air,
artillery, and ARA destroyed several enemy mortar and machinegun psitions. In
addition, mumerous enemy, driven into the open by CS were kilied by US fire-
power,

(1) 24 - 31 July 1970

(a) With the extraction of US unita from the F5/0B RIPCORD area, the division
began an extensive artillery and aerial bowbardment plan directed against
the NVA forces mussed in the area. During the periocd 240600 to 310600 Julys
over 10,000 rourds of mixed caliber artillery, 135 forward air controlled mise
sions = for 226 sorties - 168 drume of persistent agent CS, and 130 barrelsa
of thicrened fusl were directed against known and suspected enemy locations.

On 24 July, the 20 Bn (Ambl), 5018t Inf completed refresher training at
PHU BAI Combat Base and moved by vahicle to CAMP EVANS to prepare for future
operations in the vicinity of FS/0B RAKKASAN, The 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf
began battalion refresher training at CAMP EVANS.

On 25 July, the 2d Bde passed reaponuibility for PS/(B RAKKASAN to the 3d
Bde as division farcec repositioned to increase security of the populated low~
lards amd supjort operations in the emerny's rear service support areas, in
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Inciosure 1 {Cieraticas Narrative ) to Ojzrational neport - Lessons lLearned,
tMst Ai~tome D:vision (Airmebile), Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCS CSFUR-65
(") ©)

the mountaing northeast of the A Shau Valley.

Operation CUISAGO PEAK/LAM SON 363 began at 250700 July, as elements of cne
13t %de, in o@ritional ceordination with the 34 Regt, 1at Inf Div (ARW),
asswlted into the operuiiomal area at LSOO hours. The 21 Bn (Ambl), S0
Inf assmilted into the ¥:/0B MAUREEN area, seized amd sscured the [irebase,
ani began eearch operations to the west. Compmny D received fire on their
12 at 405119, Tabe artiilery, ARy and tactical CS, dropped from UH1H air-
craft, suppressed the enemy {ire. There were no US casualties during the
afsaulte.

“he 1st Bn Sm::bl), 5024 In{ passed responsibility for FS/GB BASTCXE to
the 3d Bn {Ambl), 187th Inf and compmnies A and B assaulted into landing zones
south of F3/0B BIRMINGHAM and ARSENAL to conduct Bearch and attack patrols.

Co Cy 15t Bn {(ambl), 501st Inf movea by air to PS/0B RAKKASAN apd assumed
the mission of firebase security.

On 26 July, the CP and Co C, & Bn (Ambl), S01st Inf moved by air to FS/GB
RAKKASAN closing at 1615 hours. Co € assumed mission of sscurity for %ne
firebass,.

On 28 July, tne light CP, %@ Regt (ARVN) and Btry A {155), 10th Ariy {ARVN)
moved by air to FS/0R MAUREEN in support of Operation CHISAGD PEAK/LAM SOR 363,

On 29 July, Btry C, & Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty repositioned, by air, from
FS/OB BASTOGE %o FS/OB MAUREEN to mrovide additional artillery support for
Cperation CHISAGO PEAK/LAM SON 363, The battery was replaced on FS/(B BaS-
TORE by Btry B, 2 Bn (Ambl), 319th Arty from CAMP EVANS,

n 30 July, division aviation assets, coordinated through the st Bde,
supported the assault by the 1st and 24 Battalions, 34 Regt (ARVN) into the
CHISAGO PEAK/LAM SON 363 area of operation to locate and destroy enemy forces,
cache sites, ard staging areas. Extensive prenparation of the landing zones
by tactical air, ARA and tube artillery from both US and ARWN batteries sup-
ported the insertion. Light ground to air fire was received during the insertion
of the 24 Bn, 34 Regt (ARVN), which was completed at 0859 hours, with no
Allied casualtiss. The 18t Bn was inserted at 1010 hours without incident.

On 31 July, the 13t Bde passed operatioml coatrol of the 1st Bn (‘thlg,
506th Inf to the 21 Bde and assumed operational control of the 24 Bn (imbl),
506th Inf. The 18t Bn (Ambl), S06th Inf moved by air from FS/0B KATHRYN to
CAMP EVANS, btegan preparation for battalion refresher training and assumed
the missiop sf DRF. The 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf moved by air from CAMP BVANS
to ¥S/0B ¥ATHRYN, assumed the mission of securing the firebase, and begen
search and atiack operations in the vicinity of the firebase.

-9~
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Inclosure 1 (Operations Narrative) tu Operationial Report - lessouy (sericd,
1018t Airborme Division (Airmobile}, Period Ending 31 July 1970, RCL CSFOR-G5
(r2) (0)

(o) Significant Activities., Un 24 July, vicinity YD245205 {52 kiluseters
northeast of PS/(B THUNDER), the 24 Bn, 18t Regt (ARVN) discuvered 54 NVa
bodies killed by air striues approximately twe weeks sarlier. Also fuund were
21 individual and five crevw served weapons, including two RFD mchineguns.

At 261426 hours, vicinity YD415430, the 34 Plt, Co A, & Ba (ambl), & =
In{ engaged 5 = 4 epemy in bunkers, at 35 meters, with amll arms, mortar fire
and ARA, resulting in the first three enemy killed dwiing Operation CHISAGO
FEAK/TAM SON 363, Nine 15'x10'x4’ bunkers with 3! overhead cover were des=
troyed.

At 281827 hours, CAMP EVANS received four 122mm rockets impacting near
the pees hall of the 158th Awvn Bn (aH) (Ambl), ARA, tube artillery and a vhite
team were employed on a suspected ememy location. The 3d Bde security platuon
was inserted in the vieinity of YD450%25 and discovered four 122ma rocxets
in launching trenches. Results of the attack were ope US KIA and 13 US WIA.

At 290905 hours, CAMP EVANS received another three 122mm rocxets, impacting
in the vicinity of Biry C, 4th Bn %Leria.l Arty), 77th Arty (Ambl), Co C, 158th
Ava Bn (AH) (Acbl), and the 24 Bn (Ambl), 505th Inf. Ko casualties or damage
were caused.

The 24 Bn, 3@ Regt (ARW) made contact with the eremy almost immediately
after insertion, vicinity YD358097, on 30 July. The 1st Co received small
arms fire from an ememy force 100 meters to the north at 0816 hours. The
element returmed organic weapons fire and employed ARA and a pink team. A
sweep resulted in the capture of a 12.7mm machinegune. At 1020 hours, vicinity
¥D348103, the battalion engaged an estimated eremy platoon with small arms
fire at 30 meters. The erely returned small arms fire and withdrew to the
northe An air strike was employede A sweep of the area rewealed 11 NVa KIA
apd resulied in one RPD machinegan captured. At 1315 hours the 1st Co killed
an NVA at YD358097, and, at 1500 hours, killed four more KVA.

n 31 July, the 18t Co, 20 Bn, 24 Regt (ARVN) discovered 17 enemy budies
killed by air strikes approximately thxee days earlier, at 357115,
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Inclosure 2 (Urgantizational Structure) to Uperational Heport - Lessons Learned,

“

101st Airborns Division (Airmobile)}, Period Ending 31 July 1970, KCS CSFOR-65

(K2) (V)

Lat brigade, fQIst Aby Uiy (Agbl)

HHC, 1st Bde

1st Bu (Ambt), 327th Int
13t Bn (Ambi), 50ist Inf
2d Bn (Ambl), 5024 Inf
42d Inf P1t (Sct Dig)

2d Brigude, 10l1s%t Atn Div (Aghbl)

HHC, 2d Bde

2d Bn (Ambl), 327th Iaf
3d Bn (Ambl), 187th Inf
1st Bn (Ambl), 5024 Inf
47th Inf P1t (Sct Dog)

30 _Brigade, 101st Atp Diy (Ambl)

Ki4C, 3d Bde

2d Bn (Ambl), 501st Inf
1st B (Amdbl), 506th Inf
2d tn (Ambl), 506th Inf
58th Inf P1t (Sct Dog)

101st Aln Div Arty (Ambl)

HHB, 10lst Abn Div Arty (Ambl)

2d Bn (Ambl), 11th Arty

2d Bn (Ambl), 319th Arty

2d Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty

1st Bn (Ambl}, 321st Arty

4th Bn (Aerial Arty), 77th Arty (Ambl)
Btry A (Avn), 377th Arty (Ambl)

266th FA Det (Surveillance Radar)

9.9¢
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1Qlst Axiation Group (Cbt) (Ambl)

HHC, 1018t Awn Gp (Cbt) (Ambl)
101st Avn Bn (AH) (Ambl)
158th Awvn Bn (AH) {Ambl)
159th Avn Bn (ASH) {Ambl)
163d Avn Co (GS) (Ambl)

359th Avn Det (Div)

1013t Abn DISCOM (Agbl)

HHC and Band, 101st Abn DISCOM (Ambl)
5th Trans Bn (Acft Mnt & Spt) (Ambi)
326th Med Bn (Ambl)

4L26th S&S Bn (Ambl)

801st Maint Bn {Ambl)

101st Admin Co (Ambl}

Scereaning Eagle Replacement Training
School (SERTS)

101st Aln Div (Apbl) Troops

HHC, 101st Abn Div (Ambl)
3d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf

2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav
326th Eng Bn (Ambl)

501st Sig Bn (Ambl)

1018t MP Co (Ambl)

265th Radioc Research Co
10th Cml Fit (DS)

20th Cm) Det (CBR Center)
224 M1l Hist Det ,
25th PI Det (Field Service)
34th PI Det (Field Service)
101st MI Co (Div)

557th Inf F1t (Cbt Tracker)
20th TASS (USAF)
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Inclosure ? (Key Personnel Hoster) to Operational Heport - Lessona Learned,
101st Airborne Division {Airmobile), Perlod Ending 31 July 1970, HS CSFOh-65
(R2} (U)

CG M. John J. Henneasey

ALC (L) BG Sianey B, Berry

ADC (3) COoL (P) Olin E, Smith
Cof3 COL Hugh A, Maclonald
CO, 1st Bde COL John D, White

G0, 24 Bde COL Walter H, Hoot

cC, 34 Bie COL Benjamin L. Harrison
CJ, 101st Avn Gp LTC (P) Edward P, Davis
CC, DISCOM COL David E, Granpe

€0, DIVAKRTY COL Lee E, Surut

ACofS, Q1 LTC Charies A, Hoenstine, Jr.
ACofS, G2 LTC Lavere W, Bindrup
ACofS3, G2 LIC Roy J. Young

ACofS, G4 MAJ Peter Masterson
ACof3, G5 MAJ Harlen W, Kinnison
Chemical Off LTC james R. Klugh

Div Surg LTC Robert E, Day

™ LIC Stanley J. Lobodinski
1G LTC Thomas Narvamez

SJA LTC Carl W. Welborm

Fin Off LTC Walter J. Falconer
Chap LTC Clifford E. Keys, Jr.
AG LTC Thomas E, Minix

c0, 1st Bn {(Ambl), 327th Inf LTC Donald A, Yoder

€O, 24 Bn (Ambi), 327th Inf LTC Edward F., Pickett
CO, 2d Bn (Ambl), 502d Inf LTC Charles J. Shay

CO, 1st Bn (Ambl), 501lst Inf LTC Thomas E, Aercn

€0, 24 Ba (Ambi), 50lst Inf LTC Otis W. Livin-ston, Jr.
CO, 1st Bn (Ambl), 5023 Inf LTC Arvid E, West, Jr.
€O, 1st Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf LTC Bobby B. Porter

¢O, 2d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf LTC John C. Bard

€O, 3d Bn (Ambl), 187th Inf LTC Yvan C. Blard

O, 3d Bn (Ambl), 506th Inf LTC John E. Martling

€O, 2d Bn (Ambi), 11lth Arty LTC Fobert J, Burke

€0, 24 Bn (Ambl), 319th Arty LTC William A, Walker
€O, 2d Bn (Ambl), 320th Arty LTC Alvah B, Davis, Jr.
CO, 4th Bn (Aerial Arty), 77th Arty {Ambl) LTC Charles L. Nowalk
€O, 1st Bn (Ambl), 32lst Arty LTC Arch A, Ely, Jr.

€O, 2d Sqdn (Ambl), 17th Cav LTC Robert F. Molinelli
€O, 101st Avn Bn (Aslt Hel) (Ambl) LTC William N. Peachey
CO, 158th Avn Bn (Aslt Hel) (Ambl) LTC Robert J. Guard

CO, 159th Avn Bn (Aslt Sup Hel) (Ambl) LTC George F. Newton
CO, 326th EZngr Ba (Ambl) LTC Carl P. Redolph, Jr.
€O, 326th Med Bn (Ambl) LYC Hobert E, Day

€O, 5th Trans Bn (Ambl) LTC harold I. Small

CO, 426th S&S Bn (Ambl) LTC Ronald N, Bowman
CO, £0lst Maint Bn (Ambl) LTC James F, Dunn

3¢9

“rctsure—3—

CONFIDENTIAL

R



CONFIDENTIAL 2

Yo : al Keport - Lensons learned,
Lncloaar Cleet Py t Antenna) Op s ‘
101st Arzporm e Di ( bile) 1 i3 g 51 duly 1.70, ¥CI CLIOR-6!
vty ()

/ SPLICED AND
TAPED

TO PRC 25

ALLWIRE WD-|

RADIAL WIRE

| — ROPE
5 FOOT STICKS

| /'/'ép

/RN bac 25

|

4-97

CONFIDENTIAL



CONFIDENTIAL

EADQUARTERS 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AIRMOBILE)
Oftce of the Chuet ot Straft

APO 96383

AVDG-CS 16 June 1970

SUBJECT: NVA Sapper Attack Against FSB Tomahawk (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1. (C) At 100140 June 1970, FSB Tomahawk (ZD811255) was attacked by
the 31st (71B) Sapper Company, 4th NVA Regiment. The company had an
estimated strength of 70. The enemy launched a three-pronged assault,
with the main attack directed at the northwestern portion of the firebase,
where one bunker (Bunker #7) protects the perimeter and covers a high
speed avenue of approach to the three 155mm howitzers (See sketch at
iriclosure 1). Supporting attacks on the northerr and southeastern sides

of the firebage were directed at the 155mm howitzer position and company
command post. The assault came without warning and was not preceded
by preparatory indirect (RPG/mortar) fires. RPGs were employed as

part of the sapper attack. Diversionary stand~-off attacks were made, how=
ever, against Phu Loc District Headquarters (Z2D097007), Nuoc Ngot Bridge
(ZD153010), FSB Los Banos (AT183134), and FSB Roy (ZDB05871).

2. {C) Results of the action against FSB Tomahawk were:

KIA WIA POW iwcb CSWCc
uUs 12 2
NVA 26 4d 12 9

591
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AVDG-CS 16 June 1970
SUBJECT: NVA Sapper Attack Againat FSB Tomahawk (U)

a, Soldier was killed by a falling 8lrmm mortar illumination canister.

b. Ten AK-47s; twa 9mm pistols.

<. Nine RPG-2.

d. One POW died at the 95th Evacuation Hospital.
3. {U) The successful defense of FSB Tomahawk is attributed to the pro-
per application of the fundamentals of defense, If one basic principle
could be isolated as the single most important factor, it would be the
aggressive leadership of the battalion commander and the cormmpany com-
mander, Strong command and control actions assured a high alert status
on the part of the troopers manning perimeter fighting positions, Inclo-

sure 2 is a resumne of significant observations which reinforce lessons
learned from previous sapper attacks against other firebases,

FOR THE COMMANDER:

% & NuSdnatd

2 Incl MACDONALD
as Colonel, GS

Chief of Staff
DISTRIBUTION:
B
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(C) OBSERVATIONS AND LESSONS LEARNED

OBSERVATION: The battalion and company commander had contin-
ually stressed the importance of soldiers manning fighting
positions being awake and alert. The company commander, 'King
of the Hill," had instructed the platocn leader responsible

for perimeter defense to have either himself, his platoon ser-
geant, or a squad leader continually walking the perimeter and
checking the aiertness of the soldiers during the hours of dark-
ness. While checking the perimeter, the platonn sergeant de-
tected movement in the protective wire. He killed one sapper
with M16 fire as the sapper attack was initiated.

LESSON LEARNED: To successfully lefend a firebase against a
determined sapper attack, the attack must be detected and de-
feated before the sapper penetrates the inner belt of protective
wire,

OBSERVATION: The communications wire (WD-1) connecting the
Fighting positions with the company and platoon command posts
had been laid on top of the ground and was cut by the initial
volley of RPG fire. Communications throughout the attack were
maintained by AN/PRC-25 and AN/PRT-88 radios.

LESSON LEARNED: a. Communications wire must be buried six
to twelve 1inches.

b. To insure adequate communications throughout the
attack, dual (telephune and radio) communications must be
available at each bdunker/fighting pesition.

OBSERVATION: Ammunition storage.

a. ufficient small arms ammunition was stored at each
fighting position to defend against a determined sapper attack.
For this reason, ammunition resupply was not required during
the action.

b. Bulk small arms and 90mm ammunition as well as hand
grenades and LAWs were stored in two widely separated ammunition
dumps. Both storage areas were well protected; one below ground
level, but without overhead cover, and the other, although above
ground level, covered by sandbags. During the first phase of
the attack, the underground storage area exploded, but caused
no casualties.

¢. The ammunition dump which was below ground level was
located, at hand grenade range, between the line of bunkers

2-5-99-
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and the {nner belt of protective wire. Although indications are that the
ammuniition explosion resulted from a well placed NVA satchel charge, it is
possible that it was caused by a hand grenade thrown from a US fighting

position.

LESSON LEARNED: a. Sufficient ammunition must be stored at primary, alternate,
and supplementary fighting positions to defeat a determined sapper attack.

b. Bulk ammunition storage areas will be a target during a sapper attack.

c¢. Bulk ammunition must be protected and stored at a minimum of two lo-
cations.

d. Ammunition storage areas should not be located between the line of
fighting positions and the protective wire.

OBSERVATION: The attacking force had been in a staging area reconnoitering
FSB Tomahawk and preparing for the attack for a period of seven days. On
the last two days (8 and 9 June) prior to the attack, one NVA soldier hid in
shoulder high grass 400 to 500 meters from the perimeter and observed the
position for 48 hours. At 092200 June, he determined the time was right

for attack. He moved to a rally point and led the attacking force to the

firepase.

LESSON LEARNED: a. Normally, the sapper will spend several days reconnoiter-
ing a firebase prior to attack.

b. Fields of fire and observation must be cleared well beyond the limit
of protective wire.

OBSERVATION: The staging area used by the sappers was within a short walking
distance of the firebase. The unit had not patrolled the area for a period

in excess of nine days.

LESSONS LEARNED: When occupying a firebase, the unit must continually, but
in random patterns, patrol to a range of 3000 meters (82mm mortar range)

around the position.

OBSERVATION: During the period 31 May through 8 June, the defensdve targets
were fired between 2300 and 0200 hours. On 9 June, the "King of the Hill"
decided to vary the pattern and conduct the firing from 0200 to 0400 hours.
When the attack began, the artillery forward observer was preparing to ad-
just the firebase defensive targets,

LESSON LEARNED: Detailed planning is required to vary time and type of activ-
ity to avoid establishing set patterns of defense.

A-5-93
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QOBSERVATION: ODuring the sappers withdrawal, they moved through
an area apprcximately 500 meters from the perimeter which had
been seeded with trip flares. When the flares were activated,
the irea was engaged with cannon artillerv to hlock eneav escave
routes,

LESSON LEARNED: Trip flares placed well forward of the perinerer
o likely avenues of approach or escape will vrovide early warn
ing of attack or indicate routes of withdrawal.

Q3SERVATION: An anti-sapper fence, consisting of chain link
fencing four feet high and buried one to six inches, had been
nlaced around the firebase. Examination following the attack
revealed that the sappers had been unable to cut the fence.
All breaks in the wire were cavsed by explosions.

LESSOMN LEARNED: Protective wire, properly emolaced, ic an
effective Darrier to sapper movement,

OBSERVATIQN: Upon initiation cf the attack, the "Xing of the

HITT™ ordered his artillery forward observer outside the com-

mand bunker to adjust defensive targets and ARA. He also in-

structed the platocn leader to move to the point of centact to
survey the situation and to submit an accurate SITREP.

LESSON LEARNED: Aggressive leadership is required to insure
that proper action is taken by subordinates.

QBSERVATION: Due to a persconnel shortage, LP/OPs and ambushes
were not employed outside the perimeter. The "King of the Hill"
stated that his defensive plans included emnlovment of an LP’DP
on the approach route used by the NVA. However,K vpersonnel
shortages required him to eaploy all availabls personnel on the
perimeter.

LESSON LEARNED: When determining personnel requirements for
tirebase defense, sufficient allowance should be made to man
the perimeter and to employ early warning LP/OPs and ambushes.

JBSERVATION: During the week preceding the attack, the "Xine

of the JIiII" conducted walk-through rehearsals of the Jefensive
olan to include the assembly and movement of ths reaction force.
At the initiation of the attack. the reaction force was assemble!
and later moved to the point of the main attack.

LTSSIN LEARNED: Frequent and planned rehearsals of the fire-
base Jefensive plan, to include the assembly and emplovment of
the reaction force, insures proper and timely response bv defen-
sive forces.

J3SERVATION: The "King of the Hill" had directed that personnel
A-5-9¢
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on guard occupy fighting positions rather than positions within
or on top of sleeping bunkers. :

LESSON LEARNED: Guard personnel are less vulnerable to RPGC and
sapper attack when manning fighting positions rather than posi-
tions on top or inside sleeping bunkers. Additionally, more
effective fire can be delivered against the attacking sapper.

OBSERVATION: The C-130 flareship could not, for an undetermined
reason, communtcate directly with the "Xing of the Hill." In-
structions “ar "Rickethal!™ were rrlayed from the "King of the
i1.'1" throuyh the battalion command post to the C-130. This is
an acceptahle, but less desirahle., arrangement.

LESSON _LEARNED: The "Kine of the Hill" should communicate di-
rectly with all supporting aircrafe.

OBSERVATION: By a xtudy «f intcl.igence reports and enemy ac-
tivity occurring one year ago, the battalion commander deter-
mined that FSB Tomahawk was attacked on 19 June 1969. He ad-
vised the "King of the Hill" that NVA sapper attacks against

firebases are sometimes repetitive from year to year and that
due to a lack of flexibility in planning, NVA operations fol-

low definite patterns.

LESSON LEARNED: Commanders should study one year old intel-
ligence reports and enemy activity.

NBSERVATION: The platoon responsible for defense of the fire-
base had been there for nine days and had rchearsed the firebase
lefensive plan three times during that period.

LESSON LEARNED: With proper leadership and frequent walkthrough
rehearsals, the assurance of a successful defense increases the

longer the unit stays on the firebase.

OBSERVATION: On 1 June 1970, the 24 Bn (Ambl), 327th Inf

received an agent report indicating the NVA would attack Lang
Co Bridge on 9 or 19 June. The report also stated that the NVA

would be wearing ARVN uniforms. One NVA sapper was observed
wearing a US helmet and long trousers.

LESSON LEARNFED: 1Intelligence information should be passed to
the lowest echelon possible (the individual soldier) consistent

with security restrictions.

OBSERVATINN: Seven fougasse wires and several trip flares
positioned outside the inner belt of protective wire had been
cut or tied off.

2-5-95
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LESSON LEARNED: Fougasse wires should be buried when possible,
and 1rip‘?1arcs and trip flare wires should be camouflaged.

UBSERVATION: The NVA were using an M60 machine gun during the
artack.

LESSON LEARNED: Abandoned US weapons, ammunition, and equip-
ment will be retrieved by the VC/NVA and used against US or
ARVN units.

UBSERVATION: A helicopter flareship and the FAC monitored a
radio transmission, the flareship on 2 FM and the FAC on a UHF
frequency, that the sender was observing mortar flashes and NVA
soldiers moving north across (JL1 in the vicinity of FS3 Roy.
The originator and recip.ent of the transmission cannot be de-
termined. However, the battalion commander did not receive the
information.

LESSON LEARNED: All intelligence information must be passed to
the ground commander so that he can employ available resources
to counter the attack or to seal enemy routes of withdrawal.

OBSERVATION: The battalion commander requested ARA, helicopter
fTareships, and "Basketball" at 0141 hours. ARA arrived on
station at 0225 hours, the helicopter flareship at 0220 hours,
and ''Basketball" at 0320 hours.

LESSON LZARNED: Arrival time for ARA and the helicopter flare-
ships shouid not have exceeded strip alert time (two minutes)
plus flight time (approximately 15 minutes from Camp Eagle}.

A-5-7¢
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