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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HQ, lst Infantry Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech)
APO San Francisco 96477

AVBL~C ' 30 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Period Ending 30 April 1969.

See Distribution

References: USARY Reg 525-15, dtd 13 April 1698; PCV Reg 525-2, dtd 9 May 1968.
1. SECTION 1 - Operations: Significant Activities.

Y
a. General:N

E (1) Mission: The primary mission of the lst Infantry Brigade, S5th
r Infantry Division (Mech) continued to be to conduct pacification, strike,

counterinfiltration and counterinsurgency operations throughout the populated
areas of Quang Tri Province and in Base Area 101, (See Inclosure 2).

(2) Operations:

3 (a) During the reporting period the Brigade continued to emphasize
small unit search and clear operations, combined operations with ARVN, RF
and PF forces and saturation ambushes and patrols at night. The emphasis

L* continued to be on cutting the enemy's lines of communications between the

- old base areas in the mountains and the population in the lowlands, as well

§ as interdicting his movement within the populated areas. During the month

3 of February the Brigade prepared and implemented plans to protect the local GVN
9 elections and in April a Rice Denial program was initiated. All three

operations were planned and implemented in conjunction with GVN forces,

(b) In addition to operations within the Brigade A0 the lst Infantry
Brigade; 5th Infantry Mivision (Mech) conducted a series of operationg
elsewhere in the 3d Marine Division AO. From 28 February through 3 March
and from 22 March through 2 April the Brigade fought two major battles
south of the DMZ and west of Con Thien (See Inclosure 3, Battle of Cam
Hung; and Inclosure 4, Operation Montana Mauler). On 16 March the Brigade
began operations on the Khe Sanh Plain. The operations on the Khe Sanh
Plain were conducted by an Armor/Mech Task Force (TF Remagen) and lasted
until 29 April (See Inclosure 5). From 8 April through 15 April the Brigade
conducted Operation Ellis Ravine, which was a search and clear, road build-
ing operation conducted in coordination and cooperation with the lst and
2nd ARVN Regts, lst ARVN Division. During Ellis Ravine a road was opened
between LZ Sharon (YD335445) and Ca Lu (YDO15455) giving the 3d Marine
bivision a route from Quang Tri to Vandergrift Combat Base that could, with
4 e little improvement,.be used as a supply route for Vandergrift Combat Base
should Route 9 be closed (See Inclosure 6).
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AVBL-C 30 May 1969
SUBJEGCT: Operational Report - Lessons Learned for Period Ending 30 April
1969.

(3) Task Organization: The Brigade's task organization was changed
as the situation warranted to provide forces tailored for each task.
During the majority of the reporting period, the Brigade was organized as
set forth in Inclosure 1.

b. Operations in the Brigade A0 (See Inclosure 2):
(1) Background:

(a) 1Intelligence Estimate: An analysis of the enemy situation in
the Brigade A0, coupled with an analysis of cordon and search operations
and saturation ambushing and patrclling that had taken place during Dec-
ember 1968 and January 1969 revealed that:

1. NVA and VC main force units had not returned to the popuiated areas.

2. The enemy centinued to move in small groups, avoided contact and
usually refused to fight mechanized forces.

3. A shortage of fcod and personnel continued to force the enemy to
move in small groups from his base area to the populated areas to secure
food and intelligence, and to recruit replacements for his depleted forces.

4. The infrastructure had been seriously crippled by the combined
cordon and search operations of November 1968 through January 19€9. In
order to survive, the members of the infrastructure had to move continuously,
conduct their operations during the hours of darkness, and attempt to recruit
new members. In addition, cordons had become less profitable because a
large number of the infrastructure had been killed, captured, or run off
by the constant combined ambushing and cordoning.

S+ In order for the infrastructure to survive, the enemy would have
to demonstrate the inability of allied forces to prevent enemy raids and
attacks by fire during Tet, and also would have to disrupt the local
elections that were to take place each Sunday in March.

6. The enemy's offensive capability was limited to the conduct of
harassing attacks (attacks by fire, sniping, and the placement of mines and
beoby traps), or terrorist activities. Major foxces would have to re-enter
the area from North Vietnam before a serious threat could be posed to platoon
or company sized Brigade, ARVN, RF or PF units.

(b) Operational Concepts: To take advantage of the enemy situation
and continue the pacification effort it was decided:

(1) To continue the interdiction of the enemy movement from the base
areas to the populated areas, and within the populated area by continuing
to emphasize small unit (squad and fire tecam) operations. These operaticns
were to include "Hunter-Killer" operations, saturation patrolling and sat-
uration ambushing. Brigade forces ambushed between the population and the

base area, and between population centers while territorial forces ambushed

2
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AVBL-C 30 May 1969
SUBJLCT:  Operatiunal tleport = Iessons Learned for Perdiod Ending 30 April
1969,

irithin tho populatod arcas. An additional bonefit of the saturation amlmishe
ing and patrolliy would be ths carly dotoction of tho entrance.of large
3 erery forces into the arca.

2+ To continue conducting combined dayli¢ht soarch and clcar oporations
with the rngional and popular forces. Thesc opcrations wure to include
integrating PF platoons and squads into the compenics and platoons of the
Brigado, using US tank nnd mechanized infantry platoons to block while RF
and FF forces scarch an arca, and conducting joint strike operations,

A A W

gt

4 3+ To discontimue thc usc of cordons for the Tet pericd (the month of
February)s It was decided that because cordons werc no longer as prcs
ductive a5 they had boon it would bhe mwh hetter to upe the availsble

forces for aubushing and patrolling,

TNy

Le Tc continue madntaining contimuous liaison with Trieu Phong, Hai

: quarters, in crder to bc oble to roact to any ency attack, This lialson wes

3 to include the cstablishront of sccure voice and VHF point to point circults
boticen Bde, Suctor and lst ARVII and betweon the s and Districts, It was
congidered to be of particular importance to bo ablec to react quickly to
cnewy attack against resottlorent villages, District or Provincial Head-

b quartors and isolated PF platoonse Joint plens werc developed for the pbove

conting oncics Wy the Drigade, lst ARVII Regt and the Provincial forces,

E: 5+ To ingurc the sccurity of the local elections by patrolling the
mortar belts with US and ARVII forces and rcvlacing Provincinl forces

3 char;ed with thc defense of fixed installations with US or ARVI] forces. The
k: Provincil farces were then freed to conduct socurity operations close to
the villages and hamlets in vhich the elections were being held. On the
days of the elections Brigade wnits stayed out of the populatod areas come

(2) et 1969: The criticsl period for Tet was considered to be the
entire month of Februexy. The Brigade concentrated on ambushing and patrole
Zin, ot night and corbined search operations during the day. Ilo cordons
werc conducted dwuing the month,

(e) The satwation gubushing and patrolling peid off. Dur. , the Tat
4 period no kneym neny terrorist activities occurred in the 40, and ceptured
4 docunients stated that the eneiyy felt that he could no longer enter the

3 populated portions of Trisu Phong, Hai Lang, or Mai Linh through the part

E of the Brigade A0 west of Route 1o In addition the cneny was mot ablk to

4 launch an attack upon fi_ocndly forces or installations during the Tet
pordod (in ane case an onory mortar equad as ambushod and seven (7) of

the oight @) wore lkdllod as they attempted to moro to a firing position in
the vicinity of IZ Sharon).

LEEEER i i

(b) The emphacts during daylight vas on the combined search operationg.
2 Elorentq of the Brigade, Provinafal forces and lst ARUN Regt contimually
searched a1l known ar suspocted arcas that the cncuy had used as assorbly
arcan in the past,
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AVBL-C 0 - 30 May 1969

SUBJECT: Opgrabional Noport « lossons Learned Tor PerI&l inding 30 Aprdl
1969,

(3) Local Elections (Morch 1969): In preparation for the local
elections; carcful plang were drawn up ty the Vietnamese to insure that
the Proviincinl Torces would be able to aescure tho voterse

(a) To provide mexbim ccourity the eloctions were spread over the
first four Swdays in Merch so that there would be sufficient Provincial
forces in all of the villages and harlets in which elections wore bein beld,
In cooporation with Provinciel authoritics, tho Didi_ade assumed responsibility
for the defense of the critical bridges in the A0 froi 0600 hrs to 1800 hrs
durdn;, cach clection days ALsswiing responsibility for the bridges allowed
the Provincial forces to sccurc the voters. The Brigade, in conjunction
with the 1lst ARV legt, also patrolled tho mortar belts during the clectiens
and vas prepared to assist any WF or PF force that rdght have becn attacked.

(b) Durdng March and the first part of fLpril tho Brigade bocane hecavily
cormitted in the Leatherneck Square arca and at Khe Sanh, thus not until 9
Mexeh wos the Driiade able to placo its maxinmm offort in support of the
elections. Dospito other cormitnonts the Drisnde was able to accormlish a1l
of 1ts missionss lo incident uas reparted to have taken place during any
of the clections,

() ce Denial: After closc coordination with Quang Tri Province,
wice Demial gporations bogan on 23 Aprdl 1969,

(a) During the:period of this repart Rice Denial operations. !. v o ..
ccutrated on cuttin the cnenyts lines of cormunicationsy protecting the
rice farmers vhile they harvest their crop, and proventing the VC from
stealing the rice. The lst Inf BHe, 5th Inf Div (M) has concentrated on
cutting off the cnemy?s line of commnications by constantly arbushing ond
retrolline the cnemyts rice routes ond likely terp.rary storage arcase The
GVl farccs have directed their effarts tounxrds protocting tho peaplo and
thelr cropse

(b) Pice Derdel operations will contimio through 15 Juno 1969 with
is shifting duwring the middle of May to soarch operations desigii ¢ to
£firl enoigr ¥.ec caches.

i‘n
®
F

¢y Battl of Cam iung (28 February - 3 March): On 2l February the
3d Sodr, 5th Cav, consisting of B and C troops and tlio Squadron lieads~
quarters, was placed wder the operational control of the 1lst Inf Ede, Sth
Inf Div (M) ond on 27 Februery the Squadron occupied Con Thien (/D117701) end
C2 (M1306L6). The mission of the Squadron was to securc lmd clearing
opcrations narthoast, of 02 and conduct anti-infiltration and strikc operations
in £0 GRLEi! (Suc Liwlosure 3). During the carly woming hours of 28 Feb-
ruary Quat Xo Hanleot was mortared. (rater analyeis indicatod that the
nartar £ire may have com: from Sam Mg (¥D079629)e Dascd on tha crater
analysis and on othox intoliigence provided by the Drignde S2 indicating
creny progence at Canm Hung, the 3-5 Cav dispatchod the 3d platoon of B Troop
into the arces.

(1) £t 1540 hre on 20 February 3/D/3-5 Cav wus cngeged by an estimated
'IVA company at 10098630, The remainder of B Trp ard C/3-5 Cav roinforced by

i
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AVDL-C 30 May 1969
SUBJECT ¢ Opgrational Ropourt - lessons Léayned £ér PeYlod Ending 30 April
1969,

a platoon of M/3~3 Marinos movod to roinforce thc platcon, The caralyy
omploydn;, alr and artillory on eneny positions and likely avonues of approach,
closod with the enoiy and swept the battle arca finding 60 encuy KIfe &b
1815 hre contact was broken and the cavalry withdtew to defensive positions.
Throughout the night slx (6) battordcs of Marino fLrtillery, two (2§ batterics
of Ly Artillery,and the USS llew Jorsoy fired into tho area and on gugpocted
eneny routes of withdrawale Rosults of the dgytls action wors one (1) US

KIf, nine (9) US WIA and 60 LVA KXh,

(2) The onomy appoared to be fresh, woll traincd, and well nquipped
with now miforms and weaponse The enery employed small arms, machine
cuns and RPGs and he fought hard and well to defend his positions, 4n
assegsrent of the cnomy actions indicatod that the éavalry had probebly run
into a forward defensive position for a larger force (possibly a Battallon
or regimont)e. Dasod on tho abovo estimate of the enomy sltuation A/lel2
Cav was ordered to more from the vicinity of Quang Tri Combat Base (QICD)
10 an asscubly arca ot IDi02556 to block tho scubh end west avonucs o with=
dravtale The troop moved at 0010 hrs on 1 Mar and upon arriving in the
asscibly area 0330 hrs was placed undor the operational control of 3«5

Cave

(3) 4t Qaen on the worning of 1 Mar A/4=12 Cav crossed the Can 16
Rivor end noved north to Yegain contact with the onony while B and C
Troops 35 Cav and one (1) platoon of /3«3 Marines moved back “nto the
arca of the previous day?s contacte At 1050 hrs C/3«5 Cav rogained cantact
vic YD078639, C Troop manouvered to dislodge the onemy from his positions
while A/L=12 Cav, DB/3~5 Cov .nd clemonts of M/3-3 Marines mored to soal off
the battlo area and prevent the cnemyls oscexwa

(2) Shortly after conteot vas rogained B/1-61 Mech was moved from 40
LL/CK (Sec Inclosure 2) to C2 (YD1366LS) to act as Drizado reserve, At
1250 hrs C/1~)1 Inf was air assaulted inte the hattle araa and placod wndar

.2 operational control of TF 3-5 Cave

(b) Throughout the day air strikes and srtillery wero employed in aup-
gort of the assaults by the ground troops on the cnowy bunkor positions,
The encry wea well dug in, his fortifications were extensive and he fowht
hard to hold his ground, Dy nightfall the encmy still occupied fortified
pogitions and the Squadren withdrew to defensive poaitions on high groud
around the enouy'e locationse In an attonpt to hold the enemy in positim
artdllery was again fired on the enomy positions throughout the night and
armbushos uore placod between the friendly locationse

(c) Rosults of thc daye activitios were: two (2) US KIA, twonty-{ive
(25) US WIA and 17 iVA KIA (as a result of constant contacts from 1050 hrs
untdl 1730 hrs, renging from snipor firo to hoavy ongagements botween
company sized units, it was impossible to chock more than a small mrt of
the battle axca for oncry casualtiss)e In addition tive (5) personnel
caxrricrs and four (h) Lates wors damaged and placed et of action by the

onoryYe
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AVDLC 30 Hy 1969
SUBJE CI's Orgrational leport =~ ILegsons Leamed for Period Ending 30 April
1909,

(d) &t 0120001 Mer 69 the lst Dn, 61lst Inf (M) was ardered to move at
020700H Mar 69 with a jump CP and ono mech rifle corpany from LZ Sharen to
C2, ‘Mo battalion was to rcgain oporational control of B/1«61 Inf (M) upon
arrivel at C2 and to bo prepared to atback woest to soize hill 162 (¥DO70635)
in an attempt to pruvent enay oscapo to the narthwoste The Brigade Jump
CP was also ordered to move to C2 to control the operations

(4) At 0700 hrs on 2 Mer TF L-61 Inf (M) moved with the Bde jump CP
to C2 whore TF 161 Inf (i) was reinforced by two (2) Marine platoons. By
late morning there had been no & gnificant contect so the 65 cast west
¢ridline was cstoblished as a boundary between TF 3«5 Cav and TF 161 Inf (M).
TF 161 Inf () conductod search and clear opcrations north of tlw boundery
whils TF 3=8 Cav condueted search and clsar operations in the souiiern
portion of 40 QEEil,

(5) signdficant contact was never recstablished with the cnomy - lthov h
scversl smnll contacte wrere nmado on 2 and 3 March: Dy the evening of 3 March
TF 3«5 Cav returned to Con Thien and C2 while TF LS1 Inf (M) continued
scarch gnd clear cperations in the wostern helf of 40 GRES! until 260000H
(ar 69 ifion the battalion returned to LZ Sharons

(6) ®esulis:

0. Enesys During the battle of Cam Hung the enomy lost 118 1WA KIA
ad I3 individunl and 8 crow served weapons captureds In addition, 212
sortar rounds (104 60rm, SO 32mm and 18 122ma) we.c captured,

b, Friendly: Persomnel losses werc three (3) US hI4 and thirty-five
(35)US Wiis Soven (7) persomncl carriers aml six (6) taks were danaged
(mest of the damnge was inflicted by anti-iank minss).

c, Docuucnts coptured during tho battlo inaicate that two (2) battaliens
of thic 2712 BVL Regh wore in the CamHung area duwing the battle. After
the first tin days of the battle the enemy novod nortivmst into the DM, and
couvld not be pursued.

ds Tagk Force denagon (16 March - 29 April): Task Force Remagen was
an arnor/mech infaatry task force which opensed Route 9 to Xhe Sanh, and
candicted reconnaissance in force and strike operation on the Khe Sanh
Plain, From 16 Harch to 11 April TF Renagen was comtrolled by TF 1-77
Armor ond from 11 April through 29 Aprdl it was contrelled by TF 1-61 Inf (M),

(1) Beckgrownds
(a) Intellirenco:

1. Enemy stcength and disposition in the area of operations was unknown
prior tec starting the operation. Intelligence did indicate that highway
926, which connected north-south Route 92 in Laos with enemy base areas in
Vietnam entering RVN at XD780234 and running east to XD985299 was being used
by the NVA to transport men and materials into South Vietnam by whewuled
vehicles. Aerfal photos showed the road to be in good condition with signs

b
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AVBL-C 30 May 1969
SUBJECT: Opcrational Report « Lessons Learnod for Perded Ending 30 Aprdl
1569

of rocont heavy uses In addition, Marine recormaissance teams had reparted
hearing tracked vehicles along Route 926 during the hours of darkness,

and aerial obderwara had, on several oscasions during tho latter part of
February and the firat of March, roported suspccted tracked vehicle movee
mont along the samo routs, It was believed that the tracked vehicles, if
thoy did in fact exist, werc primo movers for supply and or artillory cone
voys, but tho possibility did exist that tho unomy had moved tanks into

tho aroa (eneny tenles had struck the Lang Voi Jpoclal Forcos Camp along
Route 9, thirtcen (13) klonaters north of Route 926 during tho 1968 sedge
of Ithe Sarh).

2. Upon rirst entoaring tha area ground Khe Sanh (XD862398), cn 19
March 69, olements cf the Task Force found anly dgns of tho 1968 soigos
Ls the Task Fa'ce pushed on closor to tho Laotian bardor, its load eluments -
passed through the Lang Vol Speeial Farces Camp (XD794361)e Four PT76 tanks,
a1l of which hnd been destroycd, were found at the location along with an
abundanco cf old muiitlons and destroyod oquiproni of both N4 and friendly
farcos, llo signs of recont activity wero apparcnte lHot untdl the lead
clements rezched the Xo Pon Idver (vieinity XD7803L0), on 20 March 1969,
wore thore any signs of rocent activity. At this point fresh footprints in
tho river bottom indicated possible platoon asizsd elemonts had been in the
aroa within the laght 2l hours. Jerial observers reparted signs of rocont
activity all along the Xe Pon River an the Laotion glde of ths border,
Such signs as gardens, carrals, and fish nets along the banks of tho river
were soon by the Jead elemsnts of the Task Forcos Throughout the period
of 23 Mar 69 thrugh 29 fpril 1969, elements of the Task Forcs spotted
vohicle 1i hts md a large amount of anti-aircraft fire almost nightly in
the vieinity of the Co Roc Mountains (XD7U40317)e Intelligence roports, red
haze and reporta from aerinl observers operating in the vieinity of TF
Rugmagen durds; the hours of darkmese )l imdloated thet there was an extrensly
lorpe onery 10100 cncarped west of the Co Roc,

3. The 4ominating torrain foature in the arcz of operat ions south
of Fouto 9 res the Co Rce The Co Roc is a granitc ridge, in lLeos, that
runs along the border from XD7253L8 southcast to IN740321 and then eouth 4o
¥D753270, Varying in height from 850 neters to 515 meters above sca
level theCo noc is chout 300 meters higher than the Khe Sanh Plain and thoe
crest of the ridge is only one to thxce kilometers inside Laose From thedr
privileged sanctuary high atop the Co Roc tho enery was able to direct
nortar firc on Task Force RNemagen as it mored teward Route 926, and with
artili#ry the enemy could control the majority of the Khe Sanh Plain, Othex
than she Co Roc the terrain in the area of operaticns was of two typest High
steq; mountains, anc gently rolling platean coverod with elephant grasse
The Adgh steep mountaing wore characterized by dense undergrowth and
awerous mountain strcams and were found on ths castern end northern pertions
¢f thc aroa, Tho slopos of the mountains were a challenge to track vehicles
a1é excooded gixty peroent (60¢) in many cases; Seo Inclosure 1 (Area of
Qorations)e Tne plateau ran genorally west from the Khe Sanh arca and to
the south along the Xo Pon River urnder the Co Noc with elephant grass up
to fifteen (15) foot hizh covering the remdndor of the arca. Erosion hes

cavred nay guildcs runnipg from the mountains, west into ilo XKe Pon River.

7
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SUBJECT & Opgro.‘oiom TErbre W eAH-ilafdt] ¥ér Yeediod Ending 30 April
1969,

Cover and concealment was good for diamounted troops throughout tho arce
and concealmant for tracked vehicles would have been yood along the Xe Pon
River, where the troes and surrounding vegetation exceeded 100 feet in
height in most areas, except that the area was so dry that the vehisles
could be casily spotted by the dust that they stirred up as they moveds

Le The weather for the period 16 March to 12 April was oxtremsly dry
with no rain, Heat invorsion caused the vimibdiity to be only fair dwring
the pariod of 26 Mar 69 to 30 Mar 69, Tho reduced visibility was an asset
on the Laotdan bordor, Temperatures ranged from the mid $0's to 105° F
during tho poriods Throughout the operation the weather in the pass cast
of Khe Sanh and running ecast by northeast vms characterized by low clowds
and fog which lasted until mid moming eaeh day. This ocondition hindered
any alreraft from entering the arca of operations prior to 1000 hrse
During the lost two woeeks.the weather turmed cool and several rain starms
croated trafficabllity problems in the mountainous arcase

(2) Operation Maine Crag: Based on the reparts of heavy cnemy vehicular
traffic along Nouts 926, and the roports of possible tracked vehicle movee
ments in tho arca, the 3d Marine Division lsunchod Operation Maine Crag on.

15 Moroh 1969, Operation Maine Orag was designed to be a regimental size

soarch and clear oporation along tho castern portion of Route 926 and around
tho Igotian Salient in Quang Tri Province, The 3d Marine egt landsd on
LZ8Saigon (ID015275), Paris (XD808236), Hanoi (XD302310) and Sparrow (¥DOS5CHL8)e
The lMarineg moved eagt elong Route 926 searching for possible onemy storagc

and assembly aveas trying to find where all ¢f the traffic along Route 926

had terndnated,

(3) Misedon: The mission of TF Remagen was togpen Route 9 to.The Sanhy
cut Route 926 in support of the 3d Marine Regimentls operation Maine Crag,
protect the 3d Marine Regiment from an attack by an cnay armor thrust
from Laos, ocondiot yecomnainssanco in force oporstions en the Kne Sanh -~
Plain and to conduct strike operations as directed by Tagk Foreoe Hotel.

(L) Concept of opcration:

(a) Task Force Remagen wes to stage at Ca In (YDOLSLR5) on 16 March
and beginning on tho morning of 17 March the Task Force was to nove west
opendng Route 9 to Khe Sanhe The more to Khe Sanh was to be a deliberate -
rnove with the scouts and engineers clearing the road of mines and cbstaclos,
the moch infantry securing the high ground along tho route, and the artile
lery displacing as meeded to cover the lead olementa of the Task Farcc,
After the lead clewents opened the route the tank company and command
group were to procced through to Khé Sanhe From Ca Lu to Khe Sanh 21,9 Im
of Route 9 is nothing but a tuwrning, twisting road cut out of the side of
a steop ridgelines In short, 2Le9 Km of Route 2 is perfect ambush country
and TF Remagon was not going to take any chancose After arrivirg at kKhe
Sanh the Taslc Foroe was to procoed south as rgpidly as possible to cut
Route 926 and protect the cxposed flank and reor of the 3d Marine Regt from
any possible enomy armor thrust from Laos, Because of the need to get
astride Route 926 rapidly the Task Force would have to move al ong the
relstively easy torrain at the basc of tho Co Roca Onoce astride Route 926
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TF Ropagon was to conduct search and clear operations south of the higiway
and along the Laotian bordore

(b) ALnother objecotive of Task Force Remagen was to give the encmy oause
to think sbout the vulnerability of any equipmenp or unlts that he might
try and move from Laos into Quang Tri using thoe maln avenues of approach into
tho province,s DIy demonstrating the ability of a moch/armor force to
operate in the difficult terrain around and to the eouth of Khe Sanh the -
enery would not only reallze the vulnerability of his infiltration outes, but
also the vulnerability of his main lines of communications in Lios to an
armorod thrust would also become quite apparent.

(c) It wns decided that IF Remagen would operate at Khe Sanh without
a ¢homnd linc of cormunicatdons. Because of the length of the rocad from Co
In to Khe Sanhy the distance that the Task Force planned to move from Khe
Sanh while operating in the area, and the limited combat power availablo
to the task forco it was deoidod not to waste combat power on the sccurity
of resupply oporctions, ALl resupply to include all ges, oll and replace-
ment parts for the vehiclos was to bo accomplished by aire

(5) Execution:

(a) At 0600 hrs on 17 March TF Remagen depmrted Ca Lu for Khe Sank,
The scout platoon of the lst Bn, 77th frmor swpported by the attached
ongineer platoon, domors and AV'faD'a 1ad the woys Progress woas slow but
steady as bypasses around destroyed bridges were constructed, AVDD!s vere
uged repoatedly to span wmshouts and fallen bridges and the road was mwept
for mines, The mcouts reached XD21419 ab 2015 hrs and estcblished a night
defensivo position at that lecation. At 1806004 March the scouts and
cnglineors regumod their operations westwarde D Company, lst Bn, 6lst
Inf () simltansously displaged from Ca Lu and moved to sccure the high
ground vic XD935110. 4t 1530 hrs Bty C, 1ot Dn, LOth Lrtillory (105 SP)
displacod fyom Ca Lu to YDS21L29 to provide fire support for the Task Forpe
eleaonts which now extendsd along Route 9 from XD9L3LO3 east to Ca Ina
A nightfall, the soout platoon had.crossod the last barrdier to traffic
and gpent the night on the Khe Sanh Plateams Their arrival on the plrtesu
varked the reopening of Route 9 for srmored treffice A prodigious amound
of ongincering offort had been roquired in the first two days. Thixteen
(13) ypasses werc constructed, tho LVIBls had been launshed and recovered
gix (6) tiwps, and emomy ambi~tank mincs wero dlscovered and destroyed in
two locatdong alonp the routes C Commny, lst Bn, 77th Amor began moving
west on Ronte 9 at 190000H Mar 69. The Task Foroce Cormand Group and °
cambat trains followed C/1=7T Lrmor, The warch went without incidont,
aad all Tesk Force olcments had closed on the platesu within five (5) hourse
Icad oclemonsa of tho Task Foroo reached Khe Saih by noon, where they were
viaited by 1330 Stillwell, XXIV Corps Commanderse

(o) On 20 Moroh TF Remagon morod through the abandoned Spocial Foroes
cemp at Lang Vol (XD795363) and then turnod south along the Laotian border
tounrd Highwey 9266 Lt 1520 hrs on 25 Maxeh Tm C linkod up with A/1-3
Morines in tho vicinity of Highway 926 and esteblished & night yeritien at
XD777236. The battalion )j.2" mortar platoon and thc ongineers displaced to

7
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XD799255 tu support the teams. Team C placod an ambush at the point thore
lichway 926 onters South Vietnam after orossing the Xe Pon Rivar, This
ambush engaged 3 to 5 enomy moving through the ford sita and the enmy
roturned fires 4 sesarch of the area the followin; morning rovealed blood
trails and two 02ma morter rounds were found at XD7002L2,

‘
;
2

3
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(c) From 26-29 March 1969, both teams conduwcted extensive search md
dostroy operetions north and south of Route 926 from the Laotian border to
the vicinity of tho Laotian Salient, Approximately 100 square kilometers
werc searched with negative results, Highway 926 was fourd to be a good
dry highway for wheeled wohicles. Observation of the Iaotian side of the
river revealed numorous huts, bunkers and trailse On the night of 29
Mar Team C started north back to khe Sanh,

T R SR

e
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() &t 300720H Moxr 69, Team B end tho babtrlion moriar plaboon bogan
moving northe They were attacked at 0836 hrs vicinity ¥D778239 by an unknovm
sized oneny forces One tenk was damaged by an anti~tank mins, ard another
was struck by an itPG, Team D returned the fire and swopt the area, Threc
(3) onery bodies were found, Team B suffered three (3) wounded in action
and both damaged tanks wore ropaired in their ficld locationse Team C
had sent a tank platoon, proceedoed by a mine swoop toan, in reaction to
Ican B*s fircfight, Following tho minesweop team, tho load tank struck what
wes estimated to be two Chinese Commmnist plastic AT mines stacked one on
top of the other, The detonation blew sections of tank track 300 ucters
from the wvchicle, and left a crater seven feet in Mameter by four feet
decpe  Wnilc socuring the dmwmaged tanky ond sweeping the area, Team C dis-
covered and destreyed & large oncry cache at XD790255, The cache cont ained
the following:

T Y TRV ST B
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82:m mortar rounds 1120 with fuzes

601 mortar rounds 218 with fuges

75 recoiloss rifle rounds 86 '
51 cal G rounds 3500

37 rowis 20

7,62:1 rounds 1500
RPG boosters 25
Chicon It MG

IX7 amnnitdon 3
1PG=2

Chicom prenades

Mount, 51 cal My

Gas Mask

Plastic antiswbank mine

Tean B passed through Tcom C and moved nath to a night position at XD765292
while Team C secured the badly damaged tanke, The following morning (310615H
Mar 69) Team B took approximately 100 rds of 82mm mortar, resulbing in

” one (1) friondly KIA and six (6) WIA. Counterbattery fire from C/1=0 fxty
was placed on tho suspooted mertar position in Laos and the enery ceassd
fire at 065l hrse At 0055 hrs Teum C took three {3) rounds of B2nm fyom the
Lootian side of the river but there were no casmaitiess At 1215 hrs, Team C
care nndor mortar and RPG fire. L VR from D Campany, 1-~77 Armor took g RIG
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direot hit, dovonating six (6) LA¥s stored inside rosulting in one (1)
K14, four ?h) WIL, ~nd a total loss of tho VI, Tcam C returned fire with
tank gus, supprossing tho enany fire.

(e) From 2 through 6 April 1969 the Task Farce was involved in ex=
tracting the damaged wvohicles and in relocating beck to the vicinity of
Khe Sanh vherc extensive malntenance was performecds It must be remembered
that a1l of the replaceiient parts, to include tracks and power packs,
had to bs delivered by aixse

(£) On 7 4pril the Task Farce morcd north to conduct a recomaissance
in force toward IZ Alpine (XD755530) with Tm C whilc Tm B conductod soarch
and clear oporotions vegt-narthwest of the Khe Sanh nairficld. Dy being
eblo to move fiom Khe Senh to Alpine the axmer/mech farce demonstrated that
armor is capable of getting astride all threc of the main routcs of infile
tration into Quang Tri Province from Laoss

AN £ R s T S TR N )

() On 9 fpril an accident occurred at Vandergrift Combat Dasce Late
ia the afternoon a Marinc CH-U6 crashed and burned placing the Divisionts
forward logistical suppart area (ISA) out of operation, "The LSa at
Vanderpgrift was the solc rwans of support for IT Remagen, the 3d Marine
dect and the 4th Marine iegte The ISA remainod clescd on the 10th and did
not rcopen until 11 April, Operations by TF lcmagen were cble to continue
unabated,

Pl Rl SV Y e T R St

() Oa the night of 10 April 1969, after the LSA had been closed all
day, C/1=l0 frty sccured by the battalion headquarters tank section and
the scout platoon mowed to XDB11369 and conducted an artillery roid. Tar-
tets consisted of 40 to 50 wohicle lipht vie XD700200, vehicle lights at
¥D761328, X0772318, and grids XD770310 andXD770300, The battery fired 119
HE, 95 WP, and 70 VT roundse Therc were LS secondary explosions, including
6 lexrge flashese One lorge fire was starbods

TR T e

(1) On 11 fpril the 1st Dn, 6lst Inf (M) relioved the lst Bn, T7th Lrmor
.S the control headquorters of TF Tlemagene Lt 1345 hrs the command group,
scout platoon, mortar platoon and support clements of the lst Bn, 77th Lrmew
departed Khe Sanh and after a 97.6 Kn road morch the last elcments arrived
ot 12 ilancy at 2030 hrs, When the 1lst Dn, 6lst Inf (M) arrived at Khe Sanh
it broucht with it 4i/1-6L Inf (1), 4/1~77 Lrmor, thc scout and mortar |
platoons of the 1st Dn, 6lst Inf (M), a self propelled 155mm howitzer bate
tery (3 howltgzers) and two (2) Marine 8 Inch howitzerse The 8 inch
howitzars broke down before they reached Ca Im and 4/1~77 Armor had to drag
them to Khe Sanh after darke

(3) Aftor arrival at Kho Sanh /161 Inf (i) moved toward LZ Alpine
to conduct soarch and clear oporations south of the IZ while B/161 Inf (M)
and €/1<77 Amor conduoted search and clear oporations in the vicinity of
Xho Sanh, On the 13th A/1~77 Armor bogan to move dircotly south from Khe
Sanh toward 12 Saigon (XD015275) and Route 926 attemting to find a way
through the muumtainous terrain tact would allow ti- Tosl Force to novo
batween Nouto 925 and Kie Sanh without moving alcar thc base ¢t vhe Co iteo.
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(k) UWails A/1«77 lLrmor moved south the remainder of the Task Force made
& cash for the Laotian border, ZEmp ng TAC adr, artilleary and advancing
Urectly wost from Khe Sanh the mech/armor force moved toward the border
gtempting to male the onemy belicve that his lines of commmications in
woe were in denger, and that he would be attacked in his sanctuary. The
ey dd not react to the felnt,

(1) On 15 fpril B/1-61 Inf (M) and G/1-77 fumor departed Xho Sanh for
Y Sharon and IZ llancy respectively, L4s the companics roached Ca Lu the
dlums splite 411 inoperable vehiclss were moved along Louts 9 to Dong Ha
al then dowvn Route 1 to thelr final destination whille the romainder of the
cmpnles moved through the newly oponed Ba Long Valloy roade 48 D/1-61
I (M) and C/1=77 lrmor departed Khe Sanh the two (2) 8 inch howdtzors
tal had accorpanied TF 161 Inf (M) on its move to Khe Sanh werc rce
tared to Vandergrift Combat Bases

(n) On 19 April tho 2d Troop, Tth LRV Cav, reinforced by the Recon
&y lat [(RVII Beb moved from Camp Evans to Ca Lue The following day the
LVI noved to Ehie Sanb and 1pg pleced under the operational control of TF
Reage, After arriving at Khe Sanh the VI conducted seerch and clear
coeratlons north of the airfield and then west toward the Laotien border,

(n} On 21 fprid 4/1=~77 Armor reached Highuay 926. 4ifter spending
the nigat astride the highwmy, 4/1=77 Armor returned to LZ Saigon thile
/16 Inf (if) movod through the tank company, turned east on Highway 926
od condlwied scarchh and clcar oporations near the Laotian Salient in
‘he vicinity of XP885225, .

(0) Cn the Brd the clements of TF Remagen that hed becn working along
Highway 926 begs their move back to khe Sanh, The last ek rent returned
to Khe Smh on i Lpril and the Task Force performed md nbenarge in pree
peration for 38 schedwled move to LZ Sharon on 26 April,

(p) 4t 6330 hours on 25 Axril an estimated WA battalion attacked the
2C Troop, 7t ARVY Cav which was located ot XD012j10. The atteck started
vith a hoavy morter barragec vhich lasted for about one hour (one mortar
rourrl lended near the FDC track of C/1-l0 Arty killing the battery executive
officer and woundine, cvery man i1 tho FDC)e Following the mrtar fire the
enamy attegled the ARV position using NPGEs, small axms fire, automatic woae
pons fire, flamethrowers and small satchel charges. At 0600 hours the enemy
bruke costect leaving behind 331VA ¥IA, 4 furthor scarch of the arca ree=
sultod dn tho capture of 12 AK-li71s, four (l4) Bl launchers, cne (1) Dl
laurcher, two (25J 14Gs, one (1) bengalore torpado, two (2) pole oharges, 50
Cldcen grenados, 300 satchel charges and one (1)‘§lamthrowor. Friondly
casualtios woros cight (8) ARVN KIA, WO ARVE WI4, e (1) Austrulien.
advigor K14, two (2) US advisors WIA, two (2) US KI4, and three (3) US WIa,
Taree {3) L .V1I porsonnel carricrs were destroyod end one (1) tank from A/1~77
Loomox wras demagod.

(@) The move from Khe Smit was postponed wntdl ¢8 fpril to allow Task
Fareo liemagen tdme to conduct a thorough search for the enamy. 4t 0300
hre on tho 20th the enomy attacked onue again, This timo the madn attack was
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drectod against Ca A, 1st Dn, 61lst Inf (M) which vas located at XD8L5390,
The compeny was alertod just prior to the start of the attack by a 1ise
tening post vhish sprung an arbush on the enery as thoy tere moving into
positions The encnmy attock was supparted by RWPG, norter, small erms and
automatic woapons firos Throwing satchel charos and using flame dovices
tho enory chargod from tho eouthwost but was uwiable to penetrate the porw
lnoters At approximatoly 050 hrs the ensmy broke contact and disappearcd
into the nighte While A/1=61 Inf (M) was under attack both 2/7 LRVI and
tho Task Force CP were probed by tho onemy ground forces, 2/7 LLVH moved
to 4/1-61 Inf'!s location end swept the areae The day wes spent attempting
to regain contact and at 1100 hrs C/1-11 Inf wns air essaulted intc an'iZ
near the Kho Sanh airfield, Contact was not re=establishede

1. Friendly ocasualties wore five (5) KIA ang 35 WIi. In addition,
two T2) 105mm SP howitzors and one MW Oargo carrier were damagod whilo ono
(1) ML1341 persomnel carrior, one (1) Mi0A3 tenk, one (1) water trailer and
one (1) MoLO woro destroyod.(one of the M5L0s wes loadsd with 105mm ame
munition which exploded causing most of the friondly cesualtiocs)e

2o The cnemy lost 34 INA KIA and abandoned the followng equipment:
15 X475, one (1) LPD, two (2) LPGu2s, 500 satchel charges and 76 RPG
rounds,

{r) Enernyy units involved in the contacts of 25 and 28 April have been
idontifiod as olencnts of “.ao0 5Tth end 9th Regts, 30Lth IIVA Div,

(8) 4t 0700 hrs on 29 April TF hemagen began its move from Khe Sanh
back to its hore basc, Decause of the enany attacks on the 25th and 20th
it vas anticipated that the enemy had rined the road from Khe Sanh to Ca
In and that he might try and attack tho Task Farce vhile it was on the
roade The move to Ca Iu was slow and careful but by 12L6 hrs the lcad
clerent had roached Ca Iu without ineident and by 2150 hrs the last veh~
icle roturned to 1Z Sharon, a distance of 00 grueling ldlamotorse

(6) Logistics: Deaause the bridgos behind TF ltemagen were removed the
operation wes a test of the ability to resupply, and lkecp an armored farce
oporable without the usc of ground linee of communicationse "™ Drisade
established o forward support element (FSE) ot Vendergrift Cambat Base
vhero supplies and repaly parts were assemblod for shipment by helicopter
to TF Remagens Both battelions maintalned corbat trains with TF Remsgen
which consisted of tracked maintenance and resupply vchicles, the majarity
of the mcchanlcs and a portion of the battalion supply sections A4t Vandore
grift, with the FSB, the battalions maintained their PLL personnel and
most of tho ronainder of their supply secctionsge

(a) 411 typos of Qlass I wore available at Vandergrifte Sundry packs
ware issued on tho basis of one (1) pack por 100 mon every two (2) dayss
The USMC Class I point issucd ono (1) A-ration meal por daye Because of
tho difficuity of distributdng A-ratlons, C-zations wore used about 90%
of the timoe

/3
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(b) Class IIY wmo aveildable, exoept for stme Spscial items mwh as OH=0
(cherry julce) and LSA (lubricating oil, semiefluid), in large contalnerse
By enticlpating requirements, sufficlent quentitdes of packaged POL were
o dered from Drigade stocks to moot demends ag they arose. Five-hundred
fallon rublier drms wore used to carry 75,000 gallons of fusl to the mane
suver olements.

(c) There was no difficulty in drawing amunition. The Drigade o=
and the Marine Lopistics Support Unit (LSU) Commander arranged an ammudbion
accountability tranafer thet enabled the TF Lemagen Seli to draw Class Y
quickly, Speclalized items swh as [Omm antdseiroraft (dustar), ¥=19,
claymores, and hand flares were not availsblo in largo quantities but sould
ho ordered through the LSU, lonmemergency delivery was normally mads 1s2
days after ordering, The 105mm battery fired over 7,000 rounds and the
{dnm mortars fired approrimately 4,000 rounds during the first three weeks
of the oporations

() The JST ISA scheduling system for hellcepter logistical suppart
caused the .Teatest loglstical problems Helicopters were not dadicated
to the suppart of TF Romacen and the LSA scheduling system roquives precdss
lccations and tines for delivery the afternoon vefore the suppliscs gre o
be celiverede Wth all wnits mansuvering, it was extremely difficult %o
cormly with the IS4 systems A botter resupply system would heve been for
the UMD to arply 21l helicopter support to its priorities until TF l.emagen
wes {a a positicn to be resupplisd; then copeontrate on IF Remagen noeds
wAd) comleted, ith an average of 30 minutes por sound trdp, Iour (L)
hegwy 1ift OF-7) helloopters could have met TF Nemagen's average daily
rosnply requiremonts in 1% hours, In addition a Brigads UHal was used
"241% for retail distribution of the parts, mail md meaks from the combab
trains aress to the usorse

(6) Sccond echelon maintonance support wme &vailable from the oarhad
s»aing and a contaoct team from D Company, 75th Support Battalion was in
%he £isld duxing most of the operation to provide direct gupporte In ade
ait1con the Brigade provided repair parts and divect support maintenance -
for the 2l Troop, 7th 4RVII Cave While operating wder combat conditions,
the maintenance teans perforzed all required functlons to includs the puls
Iing of power packs to adjust or replace themo

(£f) Follosdng is o swmnary of the logistioal activitdes required to
suppert TF lemagens b must be remembered thab all rosupply, to include
replecemcnt parta such aa poser packs, W8 acocmplished by aire

Cl$8S I

¥als 93 pallets (55,662 mals) .
Sundry packs 96

CLASS IIX

Mogas 195550 gallons
Dissel 56,1450 gallons

L
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CLASS ITI
CE 50 0865 gallons
& 30 900 gallons.
CE 10 330 gallons
Droko £hdd 45 gallons
GAL 110 gallong:
ISA 56 gallons
80 S0 S0 gallons
Hydraulic £ludd 71 gallons
CLASS V
105mn 03803 rounds
81rm 4,677 rounds
L 2n 2,338 rounds
S0rmm tank 522 rourds
¢50 cal 59,200 rounds
7 +62mm 17f1,800 rounds
LOrm 5760 rownds
Hand flares 62l
Freg gronados 505
155t 1,04l rounds
gn 400 rounds
iom (duster) 12,256 rounds

CLASS IX: Ttems listed below are items that were replacede This
does not include items thot were Ypullsd! ahd adjusted or romired in the

field,
3 177 famor (16 Mox = 11 ipr) GRAND TOTALS
.
TALS
’s Engine 3 3
Transidssion 2 2
Storter 1 1
] Track 3 sots 3
; Comp Idler [am 1 1
: 100
It/final drdve 2 2
Track 2 mots 2
Generator 1 1l
Comp Itler [rm l 1
1~77 Lrmor (16 Mar = 11 fpr) 1~61 Moch (12 fpr - 208 Apr)#
M N3AABTTAL ML3A1/M577AL
1 Engzino 3 2agine 6 9
‘ Track 6 pts Track 7 sets. 13
Transmission 0 Transmissien | I
k Final Drive 1 Final Drive 3 L
| CONFIDENTIAL
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1-77 fxmor (16 Mar e 13 Apr) 1.61 Mech (12 Apr = 28 4pr).
M 10641 M 10641
Engine 1 Engine 1 2
M 12501
Engine 1 1l
Transmlssion 1 1

# Vehicles not ropairod by 20 April were evacuated with the move of the
Tasle Force to LZ Sharone

(1) For faritywsoven {(47) days an armor/mech fhree had operatoed in
the northwestorn mountains of South Vistaam along, the Laotian bar der, Excopt
Tor the carly na ning hours of 25 and 208 April no major battk a were
fought, but the lst Bde, 5th Inf Div (M) had proved that armar can oprate
in difficult torrain over extendod distances without a ground line of
conrunicationse In moving at will from Alpine to Route 926 along the
laotion border Task Farce lemagen has given the enemy cause for concorns
The enamyis lircs of cormunications in Laos are vulncrablse. 4 tank infantry
force, which is totally supplied by air and therefarc not mubject to bedng
destroyed by cutting oif its logistical tail, could enter Laos, movo to

22 ..0. Mee . 21

ioute 92 then turn eouth and str. e along the ¥Ho Chi Minh Traill.

e+ DMontona Hawler (22 March = 2 pprdl): Dy 22 Maxch available inforw
netion indicated shat. olercnts of the 27th IVA Legt were again operating in
the arca in widch the battlo of Cam Hung had been fought cardder in the
ronthe Juring the perial 15«22 March the Cam Lo (¥D128595) arca and Route
9 irom Cam Lo to Vandorprift Combat Dese (YDOOOLSO) experierced a significent
incrcase in eneny activity which was charactorized by minings, herassing
mortar fire, BPG fire, small arms fire and numerous enery sightingse

The nature of the enemy activitios irdicated that the 27th Regt probably had

the mission of interdicting Route 9, To dotermine the enemy situation

and atterpt te climinote the enemy threat to ioute 9 a recommaissance in
force operation was to be conducted by TF 3~5 Cave TF 3~5 Cav was to movo
through she Kho Chua Valley searching the draws, conticting reconnaissance
by firo, and cattompting to galn contact with elomomts of the 27th WA Regtl
that wwro belicved to be operating in tho arca, The general traco of the
reconnaissance in force wes to be as follows: YD143616, YDOL0620, YDOOO&OO,
D965595, XDIC0570, and XDIOSSLS, .

(1) Oporation Montana Mauler began on 22 March when TF 35 Cav departed
C2 and hesded through the Ko Chua Valloy. Indtiaily Montana Maulor was
a reconnalssance in force oporation in which a cavalry squadron ud.ng two
armored cavalry troops, a combat engincor platoon anl tio light infanicy
platoons scarched for the onomy, locastedhin and developed the ™ tuation for
the Brigads, Once tho gltuation had boon dovoloped the Brigado then comwe
mitted two light infantry battalions (one US and one ARVN) to assault the
enemy's position and destiroy him in place. As the infantry closed with the

enemy the cavalry withdrew frem the area of immediate contact and moved
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around the friendly forces to the opposito side of thc battle area to
assume a scrooning mission in order to protect tho infantry battalions
from enony attacks 2aunchod from within tho DiZ,

(2) During the first two Jays of the oporation enemy contact was frem
¢uent but sporadice On the third day TF 3«5 Cav encomxtmzred the pr:lmar?
defensive positions of the enemy. Two {2) companios wore ontrenchod in
oamouflagod bunkora at YDOL662l end YDOL1616 with a light screming forge
establishod between the two positions, I/3-$ Marinos air assgultcd inso
the battle during the afternoon and was placod CPCON to TF 3-5 Cave °
Fighting wes hoavy on the 2l4th until the late afteimcon when the onenyy NOW
estimeted to Lo a battalion in strength, began be dizdnish his attackse
During the cvening of 24 iarch it was decifiod that the diAngtion hed
beon sufficlently developed by TF 3«5 Cav to cammit two (2) Cuiianies and
the battalion hoadguarters of the lst Dn, 11th Inf to the fight, -

3) During the aftermoon of 25 March A and D Companics and the battalion
hoadqartors of the lst Dn, 11lth Inf air assaulted frnto an 1Z on the high
grount narth of the previous dgyts battle (WDO43623)s The battalion ()
londed without dncidont and throughout the dey contuct was light and sparadic
for both battalionse The lack of catact in the valley on 25 March gave
cmuse to gugpoct that the MNVA had mowd north, Accordingly plans wore nxdo
for tho st Dn, 1lth Inf (=), with I/ 3.9 Marines OFCOl, to movo north to
regedn cortacte

(4) 24 Herch turnod out to be the first of four (h) days of heavy
fighting for tio 1st Dn, 11th Infs A4t 0330 hrs the battalion was attatked
by small erms, automatic weapons, HFG!s end mortar fire from the narth, west
and easte At 0000 hrs the battalion jumped off in the attack and almost
Limeddstely contact was gainod. Adretedkes and artdllory pounded the pnomy
pogitions, but with cach pass the fightor airoreft swoatlvod o henvy velume
of entomatic weapons fire and the enemy refussd to tudges After expordenocing
rveab diffioulty with the onemy and the heat (jbhe first timo d nce October
Laub tho woather had been hoty 1059 F) the 1-11 Inf returned to their
~ositions of the provious night and prepared to rosume the attack on the 2Tth,

(5) The 1atDBn, ilth Inf bagan to attack north at 0715 hrs on 27 Marchs

‘A and B Co'r metstrong rosistance but by noon the omomy had been rooted

out of his bunlers on tho intexmediate objective and C/1l-11 Inf was air
assgulted into a position north of tho mein enemy poaition (H1l 200 ut

DOL3I5: ) e

(a) 4s C/1~11 Inf oir assaulted into their X2 it was immediately
trought under intense cnomy mortar fire from the nartimeste Tho company
comender was woundoed end evesuatod and the marter attack did not sbop until
alrstrikos could be placed on tho mortar positionse

(b) Daring tho afternoon A and B Co!s prossod on and seiszed their
objeotives, but tho onomy immediatoly oounterattacked oach compeny, By 1717
hrs the onomy attacks were repulsed bubt tho price had been highe B Co losb
all of its officors, oxospt for its FO who commded the company throughout
tho aftornoone A4t 1000 hrs the two platoons of D/1-11 Inf that had beon with
the 3d Sqdn, 5th Cav moved to reinforce B/l-11 Inf.

CUNFIBENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

AVDL-C 30 May 1969
SUDJECTs  Oper:t ional ieport - Icssons Learnod far Perdod Ending 30 April
1969,

(¢) The day had cost the 1st Dn, 11th Inf 13 KIA, onc (1) KOS KIA and
30 UIhe Enamy casualtiss for the day were 120 IVA KIA.

(6) 28 iarch was devoted to cleaning up small pockets of enemy resise
tance, resupply and reorgenizatione. Although no majar engagements took
place the casualties romalned highe The 1st Dny 1lth Inf suffored one (1)
KIA and §5 WIA while G0 NVA were killod,

(a) Sinco the 26th the 3~5 Cav had remained in the Khe Chua Valleys
On the 20th the Squadron was given the mission of moving to the right flank
of the battle area to be in a position on the 29th to suppart C/l.11l Inf
on Hill 200 YDOL36hlyjs The cavalry moved into position, and duxing the
night A Troop roceived two (2) probing attackse

(b) Duriny the course of the battle on 20 flarch it becamc cvident that
the Drigade cid not have the forcos in the battle area te completoly encircle
the enery and prevent his cscapees OCcordination s made with the 2d ARVI
dogt, 1st LRVII Div and it was decidgl! to commit the lst Bn, 2d LRVII Regt
to the operations Plals called for the battalion to be air assaulted on to
11 262 (YDO316hi) during the morning of 29 March in an attempt to block
escaps routose

(7) 29 Harch was the last cay of heavy fighting,

(a) tetdion was dnitiated when D/1-11 Inf; moving to secure a position
in wpport of an air assault by I/3=-9 Marire s, was engeged by an VA farce
in a bunker complexs HNontoxic riot control agents, alrstrikes and small
arms fires were used to root the enemy out of his pwmitions. Vhile'the
air assault of I/3«9 Mavines was in progress eXments of 4A/1~11 Inf, which
had been moving north dlung a ridge (¥D036635), cams under heavy cognterattack
by an estimobed VA Co, The enemy attacked from the north and atterpted to
eut off the Toad platoons Ls B/1-11 moved to reinfarce L Co both companies
came under heavy martor attacke The cnemy attack was beaton off, but
throughout the rewmsinder of the day the lst Bn, 11th Inf continued to rsooive
sporadic mmtar fire,

(b) The planmed gir assaulb of hill 262 by tho lst Dn, 2d ARV Regt
was changod and the 1st and 3d carpanics landed on an IZ at TDO636LS g
vhile the 2d and Lth companies lmnded on an IZ st YDO67655. After landing,
1-2 RV moved toward the = uthern boundary of the DMZ in an atterpt to
cut off the encry cscape routos, Only sporadic contast was made by the
LVH battalion dwring the dgye

(c) Results for 29 Merch weres 19 friendly WIA, L5 encmy KIA and two
(2) cnemy 021m mortars destroycde

(8) On the 30th and 3ist of March tho 1lst Dn, 11th Inf searched the
battle arca while 1«2 [IiVN moved to and searched along the southcrmodge
of the DMZ #cet of Gon Thien from YDOS5685 to ¥D035675. IF 3-5 Cav, roine-
forced by tho 3d Co, 2d Dn, 2d NtVN Riegb screencd the northern flank of the
battle arca and manteinod a one troop reaction force at Con Thicn, Significant
{round contact was not rcostablished by the 1st Dn, 1lth Inf or the 3d Sqdn,
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Sth Cav but at 1102 hours vic YDOR5665 tho 2d and lith Cots 1st Dny 2d
£V Regt wado contact with an estimated enomy Co (=)s The cnemy broke
contact at 1530 hits leaving 15 dead behindy tho ARVN suffered no friendjy
KIAvs.

(9) Tholast two days of Oporation Montana Maulor, 1 and 2 April, vero
without contacte Tho lsb Dn, 1lth Inf cenducted acarch and clear operations
back over the battle arca moving castesoutheast looking for bypassed enemy
positions and persommele 1~2 LRWN continued its search elong the southorn
boundary of the DMZ and then joined TF 1-11 Inf a.a! soarched the northern
half of tho battls arcae TF 3«5 Cav contimed to screon the northern flank,

(10) During Operation Montana Hauler the lst Inf Dde, Sth Taf Div (M)
had been in contact with at least two battalions of the 27th IWA Regt, Docwe
ments captured durdng Oporation Montana Mauler identdificd the 24 and ith Cots
ist Bn, and 2d and 3rd Cols 3d Dnj 27th !IVLRogte Tho lossos suffered by
the 27th Rogt have (reatly reduced tho combat cffectivoness of the Regt and
indications aro that the egt has returned to ilorth Vietname Sinco the
cormpletion of Operation ifontena Mmlor enemy initiated inclderbs in the
Cam Lo area and along Hwy 9 havo significantly deorcaseds

(11) Results:

(a) Friondly Casualiies:

ARMY USie ARVY CIMULLTIVE
KIA 21 (Xcs) 1 0 22
WIA 150 11 10 171
bow 2 0 0 2

{(b) Enewy Casualticss:

(1) Cumletive: IILs 27k, PWz O, CIVDEFs 0, HOI CH.Ms 0, TWC: 31,
CSic: 17

(2) Inflicted by US Farces: KILs 26, Fils 0, CIVDEFt 0, HOL CHANE O,
Tz |7, CSWC: 6

(3) I flcted by [RVNs XIL: 20, Ris 0, CIVIEF: 0, HOL CHANH¢ O, I¢Ks 1,
CSWC: 11

fo 'Ellis Ravine (6 Lpril « 15 4pril): On 8 Aril tho bt Inf Ke, %h
In? v (M) bogan a combined soarch and clear, and road building operstim
in the Ba Long Valloy west of Quang Tri Citye Tho operation was comluctel
in ccordination and cooporation wdth the Ist and 24 IRVN Regis and lasted

(1) HElemente of the Drigade that participated in the o ration were
the 15t Dn, 11th Inf and the 3d Squadron, Sth Cave The 1st Bn, 1ith Inf
was reirforced by tho addition of ono Oav Troop (4/4~12 Cav) and an engineor
platoen (Reinf) from the orgorde Drigads Egincer Company (4/7 Engr), while
the 3¢ Sadn, Sth Cav consistod of A and B Troops 3-5 Cav, D/1-11 Inf and
a reinfosced engineer platoon from A/7 Engr.

CONFIDENTIAL
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(2) TF 3w5 Cav mored to Ca Lu (YDOLSL5S) on 7 April and began oparations
into the valley from the woste TF l=ll Inf departed LZ Sharon on 8 April
and cntered the valley from the easte The task forces conducted reconw
nailssanco in force and search and clear operations designed to destroy the
enomy am! his caches in the valley, /L& the battalions mored into the
valley they built a road from Phuoc Mon (D300L69) to Ca Ine ©On 11 Lpril
the engineer platoons opened the road to tracked vehick s but much w rk
ronained to bo done before the road was passable to wheoled vehicles,

On 3 April TF 35 Cav departed the valley for operations in “Ipatherncek
Square! and TF 1=ll Inf remained in the valley until 15 /prii when the road
had been made passable w wheeled vehicleses The only cnery contact during
the operation by olcments of the Drigade was made on 13 fprid when 2 /D/].«-ll
Inf spotted two (2) VC on a trail and kKilled one of them.

(3) Vnilc the Bde was building the road the 24 [RVI Regt landed onc
battalion at IZ Holcomb (¥D119432) and conducted soarch and clear operations
in the mountains north of the Da Long vellay (See Inclosurc 6)e South of
the valley the lst AW Negt landed one battalion at L2 Bavise<Hill (¥D253290)
and conducted search and clear operations toward the northe llo major cone
tacts were gedined by elthor Reglmente

(4) Lllis itavine had not resulted in the destruction of any onemy
forces or caches, but an alternate supply route was opensd between Quang
Tri Cumbat Dasc and Vandergrift Cosbat Base,

Ge Swmary: During tho reparting poriod the Drigade prorcd that 2
¥echamdzed Infantry Drigade is capable of operating in rough terrain without
(round lines of commnications, fighting main force VA Reglmnts and w ricing
closcly with the GVII forces in the pacification offorte Total results for
the reparting perlod were: :

Enenty KIAs 561 (U26 1VA, 155 VC)

Eneny POWs 30 (12 1va, 10 VC)

Hol Chanh: 7 (L at Khe Sanh)

Individual Weapons Ceptured: 132

Crew Served Wespons Captured: 19

Civil Dofondentss 20

2. SECTION IT ~ LESSGIS LELRIED:
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a. Personnel: None
b. Operations:
(1) Enemy mining:

(a) Observation: Plastic mines have taken a heavy toll in damaged
vehicles and casualties. Enemy mining usually follows recent use of a road

[ or trail.
i
|

(b) Evaluation: It is not always feasible to conduct deliberate mine
\ sweep operations in front of an armored column due to the resultant delay.
! Fven with mine detection equipment, it is very difficult to insure that all of
the mines have been located. A strong contributor to mine damage is repassage
over an area within a short time span. The enemy observes armored movement
ﬁ and can assume that the force will be required to retrace its steps. When this
is so, he mines in the probable area of travel.

(¢) Recommendation: Armor movement should L. planned to avoid using the
same route more than once during an operation. If the route must be used more
than once, there should be ambushes or other forms of security placed along
the road to prevent enemy mining incidents, or the road must be swept again.
Whereever possible, armored vehicles should not double back on their old tracks.

(2) Tactical Dozers:

' (a) Observation: Dozers were used in support of armor operations to con-
! struct pioneer roads concurrent with the movement of the main body of tanks,

; APCs and self-propelled artillery, or to construct tactical crossings where
obstacles halt cross country movement. Road construction is often not estab-
lished as a separate effort preceding or fvllowing tactical operatiouns.

(b) Evaluation: 1In the above role, the dozers are expected to maneuver
with the tanks and APCs but the standard engineer dozer is not capable of
traveling at the speed of a tank. The CEV and the dozer tank are capable of
traveling with the tanks and personnel carriers but they have proven tc be
unreliable, and the blade of both is relatively unmaneuverable.

(c) Recommendation: It is recommended that an armored dozer be develop-
ed that is capable of traveling at the speed of armored vehicles over extend-
ed distances, and performing earth moving tasks similar to those of a stan-
dard bulldozer.

(3) Employment of Improved Conventional Munitions (ICM) on Seismic
Intrusion Device (SID) Detected Targets:

(a) Observation: The employment of ICM on SID detected target., has
proven to be an extremely effective means of engaging the enemy.

(b) Evaluation: During this reporting period, the use of ICM on SID

21
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detected targets has produced seventeen (17) confirmed enemy KlAs. The key

to the employment of this munition lies in the ability of the firing element
to place accurate and timely fires on the target area within seconds after the
enemy is detected. The computation of firing data for this type of munition
is time consuming, thus timely fires can be deliveredonly if data is computed
prior to activation of SID.

(¢} Recommendation: It .s recommended that data for the use of ICM on
SID detected targets be recumputed each time a meteorological message is re-
ceived by the fire direction center. By using this method of computing firing
data, fires have been placed on SiD detected targets in as little as eighteen
(18) seconds.

(4) Addition of a Fourth Firing Battery to the DS Artillery Battalion:

(a) Observation: During the nine months this Brigade has been in Vietnam
the need for additional organic artillery support has been apparent.

(b) Evaluation: During the nine months this Brigade has been in Vietnam,
it has been habitually responsible for areas cof operations which have been too
large to be covered completely by three organic 155mm (SP) Howitzer batteries.
By careful selection of firing positions it has been possible to maintain mutual
fire support between adjacent firing batteries, but the massing of fires of all
three DS batteries has proven unattainable. Normally this Brigade has organic,
attached or operational control of from four to six battal.ion size maneuver
elements. As a resul! the DS artillery battalion normally controls the fires
of from four to six batteries of artillery, The additional batteries of arti-
llery are normally provided from XXIV Corps Artillery resources. Due to the
nature of this low-intensity conflict, maneuvering forces are often employed
as independent platoon, squad and fire team size elements. [his increases
the amount of area covered, requires forward observer teams below company level
anu increases the requirement for DS artillery fires. In addition to the
responsibilities inherent to the DS artillery mission, direct support artillery
fire is provided in Vietnam on an area basis to ARVN units, RF and PF units,
combined Action Gioups, Long Range Reconnaissance Patrols, Ranger Teams and
Special Forces Teams.

{(¢) Recommendation: That a fourth organic firing battery, preferably
a 105mm towed battery, be added to the DS artillery battalion. This would pro-
vide the Brigade with organic, helicopter liftable artillery for support of
its foct-mobile infantry battalion. The addition of a fourth firing battery
would not require any significant augmentation of personnel or equipment
authorized the HQ and service battery of the DS artillery battalion.

(5) Tactical Fords:

(a) Observation: Whe= moving mechanized forces through difficult verrain,
or constructing a tank-trail, a tacticai ford is an excellent method of cros-
sing streams or dry gaps.

(b) Evaluation: Bridging and culverts are both difficult to transport
on tactical operations and relatively vulnerable to enemy action and rain
once implaced. A simple method of overcoming this type of obstacle is to
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construct a tactical ford using locally available material. First, push large
boulders or blast rock into the gap, then place smaller rock on top of the
boulders. The large rock contains gaps which allows the water to flow through

the ford, while the smaller rock provides a compact roadway for the vehicles.

The tactical ford is less vulnerable to enemy action than a bridge or culvert,
requires no transport prior to construction, and is less likely to wash out during

heavy rains than either a bridge or a culvert. The tactical ford requires very
little maintenance.

(¢) Recommendation: When the proper materials are available, it is
recommended that tactical fords, not bridges or culverts, be used in the con-
struction of tank trails or obstacle crossings.

(6) Performance of the M48A3 Tank:

(a) Observation: The M48A3 tank, as employed by the Brigade, has per-
formed in an outstanding manner.

(b) Evaluation: During the reporting period, M48A3 tanks were issued to
replace the M48A2C tank. The improved characteristics of the A3 were immediately
obvious and gave the Brigade the capability to go places and do things not
formerly possible with the A2C. With the increased cruising range over the
gasoline driven A2C the unit was able to maneuver in the A0 for up to four (4)
days without fuel resupply. The pcwer of the engine and the reliability of the
power train permitted tanks to climb steep slopes, and maneuver in mountainous
jungle terrain.

c. Training: Training of Unit CBR Personnel:

(1) Observation: Turnover of personnel in Vietnam plus applications of
chemical material not encountered in CONUS or Europe result in a lack of trained
CBR personnel at unit level.

(2) Evaluation: Unit CBR officers and NCOs can be trained by chemical
personnel at Brigade and Division level. The 86th Chemical Detachment assisted
in conducting three, 8 hour unit chemical operations courses between the period
24 February to 4 April. Significant improvement in unit chemical operations,

especially maintenance of CBR equipment, has been observed as a result of this
training.

(3) Recommendation: That other organizations present similar courses
to train unit CBR personnel. The program of instruction presented by the lst
Brigade, Sth Infantry Division is included as inclosure 7.

d. Intelligence: Aerial Photographs:

(1) Observation: Aerial photos were requested for upcoming operations on
two different occasions. Each time they were requested seventy-two (72) hours
prior to the time they were needed. On each occas.on neither the readout of

thz photographs nor the photographs themselves were received until after the
operation had begun.
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(2) Evaluation: 1t takes more than 72 hours for the read-out and photo-
graphs to be processed. It normally takes six days to receive any results.

(3) Recommendation: It is recommended that the Brigade be authorized to
place requests for aerial photography directly to XXIV Corps, and that the
resultant photography be sent directly to the Brigade MI detachment for read-
out. This system would cut out several time consuming steps in the processing
of aerial photographs and the read-out of the photography of the Brigade's MI
detachment would insure that the information required by the Brigade was pro-
cessed as rapidly as possible. If the above system can not be adopted then
it is requested that the aerial photographic support system in northern I Corps
be examined with a view toward shortening the time lapse between request and
delivery of information.

e. Logistics:
(1) Fuel Transfer Pump:

(a) Observation: Due to the requirements for resupply of fuel to a com-
pany that is some distance from the forward support area, a fuel tanker, with
security, must be sent to that unit thus diluting the combat power of the unit
involved. A more adequate system is needed for units that are isolated, or
at a great distance from the forward support area. A gravity feed system was
used by C/1-77 Armor during TF Remagen, but this system requires a VIR to
lift the fuel bladder.

(b) Evaluation: An electrical pump system is required for transfer of
fuel from a rubber fuel pod that has been airlifted to the using element.

(c) Recommendation: An electrical pump system be made for transfer of
fuel from a rubber fuel pod that has been air lifted to the using element.
This pump system can be made using a M113 bilge pump. Components needed to
lubricate this pump are: Valve assy for the pod; hose assy rubber FSN:
4720.718-6020; hose assy rubber FSN 4720-715-6013; nozzle, fuel FSN 4930-902-
4642; bilge pump FSN 2580-697-9643; toggle switch for cutting on and off;
male connection to hose assembly to be welded to the bilge pump; and female
connection F3N 4940-360-0711. The power to operate the pump can come from
any vehicle.

(2) Use of 500 gallon POL bladder:

(a) Observation: The 500 gallon rubber POL bladder is easily damaged
by aerial movement.

(b) Evaluation: The rubber POL bladder has heavy metal reinforcements
at each end for lifting straps. If the filled bladder is slung by a strap
on each end, the cylinder rotates in flight, often damaging the bladder.

(c) Recommendation: The filled bladder should be slung by attaching
two lifting straps to the same end. This prevents rotation in flight and

minimizes damage to the tank.

(3) Operations on sandy terrain:

2
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(a) Observation: While operating on sandy terrain near Wunder Beach
in the Northern 1 Corps Tactical Zone, maiutenance of tracked vehicles be-
came a major problem due to an increase in suspension system component failures.

(b) Eva,uation: Sandy Terrain and beaches cause track vehicle suspension
systems to wcar out much faster than normal operations. Normal Pll stocks are
quickly depleted and suspension system repair parts become critical items.
Complete replacement of road wheels and sprockets can be expected every 90-120
days (ML13Al sprockets must be replaced every 30-45 days).

(c) Recommendation: Units alerted to operate in sandy ox beach areas
should increase their ASL/Pll of suspension system repair parts. Increased
attention to operator and organizational maintenance is alsv required.

f. Organization: None
ge Communications:
(1) FM Retransmission:

(a) Observation: During TF Remagen the Brigade was required to establish
a FM retransmission station at FSB Cates. FSB Cates cannot be reached by
vehicle and the retransmission unit had to pe airlifted into position.

(b) Evaluation: Such a mission requires a lightweight, portable and
sturdy mount for the AN/VRC 49. The mount must include a location for antennas
and a power supply. The need for this type of mount is not limited to TF
Remagen. On many airmobile operations a FM retransmission station has been
established on remote Fire Support Bases, and in this AO the 3rd Marine Recon
Bn (A LRRP Bn) is constantly establishing isolated retransmission stations on
isolated hilltops.

(c) Recommendation: It is recommended that a mount for the AN/VRC 49
be developed that can be used as mentioned above, as well as in a8 vehicle.

(2) KAC Codes:

(&) Observation: The KAC codes now issued to Ammy units have proved
impractical for troop use in the field.

(b) Evaluation: The small printing and slow decryption and encryption
have caused units not to use the authentication/numerical code. Disenchant-
ment with the published, approved codes has resulted in some units attempting
to develop their own "shackle" codes. The use of such an insecure code is
dangerous to unit security.

(¢) Recommendation: It is recommended that an approved and simplified
authentication/numerical code be developed to replace the KACs now in use.

.
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A fast, reliable, code suitable for use in helicopters aud moving tracked
vehicles, and legible under low ambient light conditions would materially

improve communications security.

(-t,"/ S//"Q
7 Incl - wd HQ, DA e~z L [ JEMES M. GIDSON
h—&ﬁw CaL, INF

~r—bverlay—ibr-lob-BdoySth—Inf- Commanding

DISTRIBUTION:

2 « CINCUSARPAC ATTN: GPOPCDT APO 96558
2 = HQ, USARY ATD{: AVHGC-DST

3 « G, XXIV Corps ATTN: G=3
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVII-GCT (30 May 69) 1st Ind
SUBJECT: Operation Report - Lessons Learned for 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry
Division (Mech) for the Period Ending 30 April 1969.

DA, Headquarters, XXIV Corps, APO San Francisco 96308 _ , . - 1ga¢
T0: Commanding General, United States Army, Vietnam, APO 96375

1. (U) The 1st Brigade, 5th Infantry Division (Mech) Operational Report -
Lessons Learned has been reviewed at this headquarters and is forwarded in
accordance with USARV Regulation 525-15,

2. (C) Referance Section 1, Operations, Significant Activitiee. Para-
graph e(11) (b) (2) page 19. Enemy losees inflicted by US Forces in
Operation Montana Mauler are reported in the ORLL as 246 KIA, 17 individual
and 6 crew served weappns captured. These figures represent only the task
orgenization of the 1st Brigade, 5th Infentry Division (Mech), Total for
the operation as reported by the 3d Marine Division is 300 enemy KIA, 36
individual and 7 crew served weapons captured.

3. (C) Except as noted bdlow, HQ, XXIV Corps concurs without further com-
ment on Cormander's observation, eveluations, and recommendations listed in
gsection 2 of the report. Comments follow:

a. Reference perapraph 2b(4) pege 22, Nonconcur with recommendation
to add & 105mm towed firing bettery to the DS bettalions.

(1) Addition of a 105mm towed battery would create a nonhomogenous
orgenization that would increase the complexity eof fire direction control,
and burden the meintoasnce and supply system. This headquartere recognizes
the occasional need for an airmobile artillery battery in the brigade AO.

To meet this requirement, a Corps Artillery 105mm Towed Battery is habitually
positioned in the 3d Marine Division AQ to be available for such support.

(2) USACDC is conducting a study to determine the feasibility of
ad ling a fourth firing battery to the divisional direct support artillery.
This headquarters ccncurred in the prcposal besed on experience within XXIV
Corps. One of the overriding ressons for this concurrence was the fact that
the airmobile divisions heve customarily had more naneuver bettalions than
accompanying direct support artillery betteries. This condition does not
hold true in the 1/5th Mech. Many division operations in the western part
of the AO, away from the coastal plains, dictates the uss of airmobile
artillery. In some cases, Corps Artillery self-propelled assets (light and
medium) cannot be used because of the inaccessibility of the remote fire
support beses. As e result the divisions have on occasion resortsd to
splitting batteries in an attempt to give artillery coverage to each maneuver
element. When this is done, the overall effectiveness of the artillery is
degraded, not to mention the command and control as well as supply problems
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encountered, These problems are compensated for by the alternate solution of
providing a Corps Artiliery unit as mentioned above.

(3) The addition of a 155mm sel{-propelled bettery would create additional
problems in personnel, command and control, and logistical areas. The need for
another battery to give a capability of massing fires in itself is not valid
since targets are seldom acquired which justify the battalion metlod of attack,
The provision of a fourth battery would not necessarily guerantee the capability
of massing fires of two (2) ~r more batteries.

|
i
! b. Reference paragraph d, page 23, Nonconcur in the Brigade solution to
: by-pass division and deal directly with XXIV Corps in requesting aerial
photographs.

c. Reference paragraph 2e(1) (c) page 23. Concur with commender's
recommendation with one exception. The electricel pump listed in ths recom-
mendation, i.e. bilge pump FSN 2580-697-9643, 1s & low capecity water pump
not intended to pump fuel. An authorized pump assembly for use with the
500 gellon collapsible drums is described and illustrated in T 10-1101,
Petroleun Handling Equipment and Operations, pcragraph 25. The pump can be
requisitioned separately, if desired. It is pumning unit, fueling and defuel.
ing, 5O0GPM, electric motor driven, FSN 4930-889-15642.

d. Reference paragraph 2e(2) (c) page 24. Nonconcur) the 500 gallon
collaepsible drum is made of fabric imprsgnated with fuel resistant, synthotic
rubber with metal closure plate on sach end. Haech has swivel ring with
anchor shackles Tor hook out. The drum is desigaed for lifting by both ends
simultaneously as described in T 10-1101, paragraph 9, and T4 10-8110-201-15,
Operator, Organizational, Field and Depot Maintenunce lManual for the item,

The strain of rep:ated sling out utilizing one closure plate 1s more than the
drum was designed to stand. Using shortoer slings, 12 feet rather than 16 feet
models eliminetes excessive in {light rotation. The only reason a drum might
burst in flight by collasping in the center vould be failure to completely
£111 the drum so that it is rigid. Uni% has been infermed tc f£ill drums,

i3 completely under pressure, to provide rigidity and continue using sling sut

g attechment at both ends as intended by the designer.

FOR THE CQMMANDER:

4 HR .TA%Q‘/ ¢
- CPT \GC
ASST AG
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SUBJkCT:  Operational Report-Lessons Learned for Period knding 30 April 1969

HEADQUARTERS, UNLTeD STATLS AKMY, VIKINAM, APO San Francisco 963752 9 JUL 1963

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

t. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Keport-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters,
1st Ilnfantry Bripad€, 5th Lnfantry Division (Mech).

2., (C) Comments follow:

a., (U) Reference item concerning "Tactical Dozers," section II, page
21, paragraph 2b(2); nonconcur, The tank dozer was developed to assist in
the reduction of obstacles and to perform rough dozer work to assist in the
passage of armor and mechanized traffic, As pointed out in the evaluation
portion of the comment, both the CkV and tank dozer are capable of keeping
up with the prolonged cross country pace of an armor column. If the blade
portion of the urV and tank dozer have proven unreliable, an L1R should be
submitted to improve the equipment. The greater maneuverability and blade
control of the military standard bull dozer are not required to permit pas-
sage of an armored column,

b. (U) Reference item concerning "Construction of Tactical Fords,"
section II, page 22, paragraph 2b(5); nonconcur. The construction of a
rock ford will dam the flow of water in a stream bed, regardless of the
size of rock used, UDuring the rainy season this could cause severe flo-
oding problems, or cause the ford to be washed downstream. If time per-
mits, it is best to use the backfilled culvert type of construction as
crossing sites,

C. (C) heference item concerning "FM retransmission," section Il,
page 25, paragraph g(1); nonconcur., The occasional requirement for a
mount of this type does not justify the development of such an item nor
would the development constitute a material improvement over a locally
fabricated frame. There is no requirement for the use of such a frame on
a vehicle because existing standard installation kits are readily available,

d. (C) Reference item concerning "KAC Codes," section II, page 25,
paragraph g(2); concur, The problem has been previously recognized by this
headquarters, The 1st Intantry Division is scheduled to test such a code,
which has been recently developed by NSA, during August-Certember 1969.

.-

FOR THE COMMANDER:

C. D. WILSON
1LL AGC
Assistant Adjutant Generel
Cy furn:
1st Inf Bde, 5th Inf Div 29
X«IV Corps
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GPOP-DT (30 May 69) 3d Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, lst Infaptry Brigade,

5th Infantry Division for Period Ending 30 April
1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 29 4UG 69

I'0: Assaistant Chiet of Staff for Force Development,
Department of the Army, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forward-
ing indorsements and concurs in the report as indersed.

CPT, AGC

Asst AG

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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