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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF 
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794.  THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF 
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY 
LAW. 

NOTICE:  When government or other drawings, specifications or other 
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi- 
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government 
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and 
the iact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any 
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not 
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing 
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights 
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that 
may in any way be related thereto. 
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WASHINGTON, D.C.   20310 
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SUBJECT:    Operational  Report  - iLessons Learned,   Headquarters,     13th Aviation 
i Battalion^JSeriod Ending 30 Aprli~t969   (Uj, ■ 

4 August 1969 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 
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1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accordance 
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15.  Evaluations and corrective actions should 
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days 
of receipt of covering letter. 

2. Information contained in this report Is provided to insure appropriate 
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and 
may be adapted for use in developing training material. 

_ BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY: 
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Major General, USA 
The Adjutant General 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARM! 
Headquarters, 13th Aviation Battalion 

APO San Francisco 96296 

AVBABN-GC 18 May I969 

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 13th Aviation Battalion for Period Ending 
30 April 1969, RCS CSFCR-65(RI) (ü) 

^ \ 

SEE DISTRIBUTION 

1. (C) Section I Operations: Significant Activities: 

a. Unit mission. There was no change to the unit mission during this 
period. 

b. Organization. At the close of the reporting period the organization 
of the 13th Aviation Battalion was as follows: 

(1) Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment. 

(2) The ll'+th Aviation Company (Airmobile Light). 

(3) 121st Aviation Company (Airmobile Light). 

CO The 175th Aviation Company (Airmobile Light). 

(5) The 336th Aviation Company (Airmobile light). 

(6) The 221st Aviation Company (Airmobile Light), 

o. Changes in Command and Staff: 

(1) MAJ Ralph Nauman 076^59 was assigned as Executive Officer on 13 Fob 
69. LTC Freeze was reassigned to CCOTS, 

(2) 1LT John H, Daane 05238063 was assigned Adjutant on 28 March, MAJ 
Ronald H. Thomqulst was reassigned within the battalion. 

(3) CPT Charles R. Steiner aFl03933 was assigned as S-2 on 16 Feb 69. 
CPT Charles E, Johnson was reassigned within the battalion. 

(4) MAJ Ronald H. Thomqulst 093319 was assigned S-J on I7 April I969. 
MAJ Jesse W, Glance was reassigned vithin the battalion. 

FOR orUT 
6 9 31 3< 3 *f DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
Inclosure CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

1 DOD DIR 5200.10 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

AVBABN-GC 18 ^7  1969 
SUBJECT: Oparational Report of the 13th Aviation Battalion for Period Ending 

30 April 1969, RCS CSFCR-65(RI) (ü) 

(5) CPT Thomas R. Mclaughlin Jr OFlO?^ was assigned to S-k  on 28 Feb 
69, MAJ William H. Jugal was reassigned to the ZMkth. Aviation Company, 

(6) MAJ Walter W. Powell 036661 was assigned CO UHh Aviation Company 
on 18 Feb 69. MAJ Julian T. Caraballo was reassigned to CONUS. 

(7) MAJ William E. Callander 039797 was assigned CO 175th Aviation 
Company on 11 Feb 69, MAJ John H. Boysen was reassigned to CCNUS. 

(8) CPT James A. Richards OFllOS?^ was assigned as XO ll^th Aviation 
Company, CPT Robert E. Brown was reassigned to CQNUS. 

(9) CPT Lawrence D. Graves 0F108182 was assigned as XO IZlsi- AT^3t•,'ff^ 
Company, on 28 Feb 69, MAJ Roger K. Paquett was reassigned to C0NU3. 

(10) CPT Richard S. Fero 095518 was assigned as XO 175th Aviation Company 
an 1 Feb 69. 

(11) CPT Timothy G. Coles O53355I9 was essigned as XO 336th Aviation 
Company onl7 Feb 69, MAJ William W. Powell was reassigned within the battalion. 

(12) CPT Emron A. Yancey 05337003 was assigned as Asst SJf on 18 Apr 69. 

(13) CW2 Alfred B. Craft was assigned aa Asst SJ+ on 26 Feb 69. 

(1^) 1LT Timothy Phalen 053^2112 was assigned to the B0C on 26 Mar 69, 
1LT Eriokson was reassigned within the l^th Aviation Group. 

d. Unit Strength as of 30 April 1969: See Incl 3« 

e. Aircraft Status as of 30 April I969: See Inol 3. 

f. Operational results as of 30 April I969: See Incl 'f. 

g. XOperations; / 

(1) The 13th Aviation. Battalion, during this last quartör^continued to 
provide aviation assets for preplanned airmobile assaults, troop insertions 
and extractions, tactical and administrative resupply, command liasion, medical 
evacuation, and direct fire suppott, in support of the IV Corps in the Republic 
of Vietnam._ With the 21^^ Aviation Battalion coming under the operational 
control of/the l&fth Group, the/l3th Battalion mission was shifted to concen- 
trate primarily on the 21st ARM Division and the ^th Special Zone. Support 
was also proVfided to the Military Advisory Group, IV Corps, 5th Special Forces 
and COCRDS, In addlhlon the 13th Battalion provided aircraft for use by the 

INCL CONFIDENTIAL 
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AVBABN-GC 
SUBJECT:    Operational Report of bba l'jLh Aviation Battalion for Period Ending 

30 April 1969, RGS CSFCR(RI)   (U) 

Navy "Seal" units conducting co'nbat oparaticsns out of Ha Tien and Moo Hoa. 

(2) Airmobile Operations. Thn hattftlio^ suppirtod 2'+8 airmobile operations 
during this last qunrtor. Two of the more significant oporatlons woro conduoted 
on the 17th of April 1959,  and from l.hu 2'rth to the 26th of April,   1969C 

(a) The l3th Aviation Battalion  supportoJ LUo '/'int ARVN Division in a one 
day operation north of Vi Thnhn on I7 April,    The 33'-',th Aviation Company was 
the initial lift force for the operation,    Tnin operation began with five ÜHlD 
heliooptors,   throe gunnhips,  and a coTirmad nnd control halioopter.    IinmDdiately 
after the first insartlon WAS x-.do,  hca.y oontaet was made with an estimated 
VC battalion.    Duo to tho ground  anit;. boiTi;* badly pinned down and the signifi™ 
cant amount of ground fire rocoivod by all hellcoptors,  all assets from the 
ll'lth Aviation Company, working a d'.fforoni airaobllo operation for that day 
had to be divortod to join tho j^öl.V..    Tc-tivl  a-jsats then bocama two ooaraand 
and oontrol helicopters,  I5 lift ebips and 9 Knritaips,  two of which wore AH-lG's 
from the 307th Aviation Battalion.    'JT.o com.! in,-.;1, assets lifted over 1200 
troops into the area of contact,   300 troops hoing insertod in one twenty 
minute period.    During the clay nunwrous airfitrtkes wero called in from both 
VNAF and ÜSAF forcos,  and helicopter gonshipa vnda oloao-in strikes on targets 
marked by the ground forcoa.    Each insertioii rocoivod heavy enemy fire and 
multiple hits were taken on many of l.hn sircraft.    The last assots Tfnro finally 
released at 2030 hours,  to iJiclud') tho 336th CSC command by WJ Leonard Boswell, 

Total olaims for all assets thnt  day wer'! BJ; follaws; 

32 VC KBA (killed by aircraft) 

2 57MM Recoilless Rifles captured 

k AK^7 Rifles captured 

(b) The 13th Battalion continuod its support of tho 21i;t AlVfN Division 
between Zk April and 26 April In tho Vi Thanh aroa.    Ail assets were under the 
control of the Battalion S~3 with tho 121st Aviation Conipuny and tha 175th 
Aviation Company as tho primary and  Bwcorvlarj unite in a combined operation. 
Assets staged out of Vi Thanh airstrip with tha 121st as the priroRry troop 
movement unit and the 175th as a quirk rciction,   'Viagle fiight" force,    A 
forward CP under tho oontrol of the 13th Battalion S-3 controlled all assets 
in a coordinated effort that in 3 days Inserted over 2000 troops into areas of 
reported VC activity.    The total claims and munitions captured followsi 

68 ARVN PCW's released 

INCL CONFIDENTIAL 
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AVBABN-GC 18 May I969 
SUBJECT:     Oporational Report of the 13th Avlattorn. Battalion for Period Ending 

30 April 1969,   flCS CSFCFCRX)   (O) 

k Choi Hanh's 

12 VC  KBA 

15 Sampans destroyed 

22 Structures or Bunkers destroyed 

6k Casrs of 12.7nmi linkad ammunttion    capttirsd 

3 Cases of Blrnm mortar romvis owpturod 

k Cases of D'fO rounds Gapt\irüd 

The overall oporation wis Oetoraiuod h ci-."pj 'Lo  ffimuss \y the 21st Division 
due to the closo coord inn lion and  fp;' rt betwoon  ihn  i'jl.h Aviation Battalion 
and the ARVN ground  forcos. 

h.    Training:    Tho l3t):\ B.-ittali.-.;. roi! Inv their mlfä^lon of providing 
ÜH-1 transition training to VftAF avi<.,!.u.'.'a.    VKA? cla^js -    "V-er 5 saw five 
aviators oome to the baitalioT» in v ubruar va    All of thor      ,\'«J vow received 
over  100 hours of transition t.Ho an 1   Lbr(!0 wof'ka  ..LilL lemainn in tho training 
cycle.    Class number 6, which  ^tarhod iu "iroh,   has coTipl.oisd ground  school in 
the UH-1 transition course «"v..1   i :■; pro.'oakly   i-,' ri_;:<irr; aircraft qualification 
training by unit instructor pll'ts frr^ ! ■ o  l;r!l.!;t ^nd  33^th Avitttion Conpanies. 
VNAF olass numbor 7 is prosontly in ^•TOi;ii(:i  cVH^cl bringing tho total  to ly 
students presently undergoing tra.,.ntrr-T witb  \)A.r< batialion.    On 28 Fobruary 
this battalion graduated  S VKA.F *luie:'.t,f; y.s  [-■.dly qiwlified Ull-I pilots. 

i.    Morale and Discipline' 

(1) The numbor of approved roconimondtiliona fur awords receii)od during this 
period are  shown by typo ami  totals Bwarded: 

DFC-3,  Bronze Star-1, Air Mi9dal~28y,   (-rrny :',iM-i'}',  Furplo lTaart-3. Air Medal 
w/V-7. 

(2) During ttiis reporting period  th« nvnber •ippcove-j diBoiplina.r7 aotions 
taken under UCMJ were: 

GEN 
SPECIAL 
SUMMARY 
ART I5fs 

icor wo ]? 

0 r. 0 
0 •J 5 
0 Q 0 
0 4 65 

M 

COHFIUEKTIAI 
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AVBABN-GC 18 May I969 
SUBJECT: Opsrational Report of the 13th Aviatloa Battalion for Period Ending 

30 April 1969, RCS CSFCR-65(RI) (U) 

(3) The following personnel vere reported as casualties during this period. 

HA 9 mA   ¥* 

(k)    The number of personnel that took RSI or leave to various counties 
is denoted below: 

Aus-5^   Haw-75,   BK-37,   HK-26,   Man-8,   Sing-7,   Taip-19, 
Tok-13,   KL-2 

J. Safety: 

(1) During the reporting psriod the battalion experienced eleven report- 
able accidents, approximately one accident per 3^00 flying hours. Two of 
these were a result of material failures, tiro were caused by maintenance 
daficioncios, six wore caused by pilot error and one is unknown at this time. 
The accident rate reflects an increase over the previous period, one acoidont 
per 6000 flying hours. 

(2) The battalion experienced eight (8) engine failures, a decrease from 
the previous reporting period. All engine failures were attributed to internal 
failure, all engines were rebuilt engines with an average of 500-600 engine 
hours. 

2, (U) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commanders observation, Evaluations and 
Recommendations. 

a. Personnel: None 

b. Operations: 

(1) OBSERVATION: Since the beginning of I969 the lÖHh Group has changed 
its check point listing for towns and cities throughout the Delta each month. 
AB a result, pilots fail to use the proper designator with flight following 
centers in lieu of the Vietnamese town or city name. 

EVALUATION: On numerous occasions flight following center frequencies 
have been blocked at critical times while someone tries to pronounce a Vietnamese 
word correctly or look up the designator in his SOI. Since these letters are 
constantly changing they cannot be oommitted to memory. 

RECCMMENrATICW: Publish a unalaesified check point listing to be 
used with flight following centers and if necessary continue using the olasai- 
fied check points on tactical operations. 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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AVDABM-GC 
SUBJECT:  Operational Roport of the Ijbh Aviation Battalion for Period Ending 

30 April 1969, RCS CSFCR-65(RI) (ü) 

EVAL'T/VTION: Maintenanco of aircraft has suffered in seme  areas due 
to the lack of or^srience of the crew chiefs. Often the mission ready capabil- 
ity has heon delayed while lino maintonanoe was called upon to perform a task 
that an exporioncod crew chiof would have performed. 

RECOMMENDATICN: That a crow chief be given more extensive QJT before 
actually taking over the responsibilaties of an aircraft crew chief, A pos- 
sible solution would be to have hiM serve as a door gunner to obtain a better 
working knowledge of the duties and job requirement. 

(6) OBSERVATION: Aviators attending the IP school at the training bas^ 
are not adequately trained for hydraulics off and tail rotor failures. 

EVALUATION: These maneuvers are necessary in view that tail rotor and 
hydraulics are fairly frequent malfunctions. New IP's from the training base 
can not pass a USARV standardization check rida and therefore require extensive 
training at unit expanse to become proficient. 

RECOMMENDATION: That the training base Include tail rotor failure and 
hydraulics off training in the training ciirriculum. 

(7) OBSERVATION: In the psst months a number of tail rotor failures have 
occurred in various units due to foreign objects left in the tail rotor drive- 
shaft covers. 

EVALUATION: An inspaction of the tail rotor driveshaft and deck 
be made during the aviators pro-flight inspection both the night prior to flight 
and in the morning prior to take-off should minimize the possibility of tail 
rotor driveshaft failure due to foreign objects left in tha aircraft, 

RECCMMENDATICN: Commanders and Safety Officers insure that this type 
of inspaction is Included in the normal pre-flight. 

k  Incl THOMAS E. ANDERSONf 
1 Organization and Stationing      LTC, Infantry 

—Z-iJtbrkB-Vnxt ■ Strength Commanding 
3 13th AB Aircraft Status 
k  13th AB Operational Statistics 
Incl 2 wd Hq, DA 
DISTRIBUTION: 
2-CINCUSARPAC 
3-CG, USARV 
2-CG, 1st Avn Bde 
^-CO, 16Hh Avn Gp 

8.S., oper.^! m. CONFIDENTIAL 
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AVBAGC-0 (10 Hoy 69)    2d Ind 
SUBJECT«    Operational Report  of the Ijth Aviation Battalion for Period 

Endinc 50 April I969, HCS C3POR-65(Hl)  (U) 

DA,  HEADCiUARTJüB,   IGT AVIATiai BRIGADE, APO    96504        (J JUN 1969 

TIIRUi    Conu.inndinG General,  United States Army Vietnam,  ATTIU    AVIIGC-DST, 
APO    96575 
Commander-in-Chief,  United States Army Pacific,  ATTNi    GPQP-OT, 
APO    96558 

TO»        Aosiotant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the 
Army, Washington,  D.C.,  20510 

This headquarters has reviewed this report,  considers it to be adequate 
and concurs with the contents as indorsed. 

FOR THE CQMHANDERi 

n. 
W. H. PIERCE 
LTC, AGG 
Adjutant General 

10 



AVHGC-DST (18 May 1969) 3d Ind 
SUBJECT: Operatioiwl Report of the 13th Aviation Battalion for Period 

Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFüR-65 (Rl) (U) 

HEADQUARTERS, UIÜTW STATKS ARMY, VIETNAM, APO San Francißco 963752 i) JUN 1969 

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT, 
APO 96558 

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned 
for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headquarters, 13th 
Aviation Battalion, 

2, Comments follow: 

a. Reference item concerning Operations, section II, page 5, paragraph 
2b(l); concur with 1st Indorsement. Flight following nets are unclassified 
nets using unclassified frequencies and call signs. Classified check points 
should not be used in unclassified nets. The Department of Defense (DOD) 
publication. Tactical Aerodrome Directory, South Vietnam assigns an unclas- 
sified identifier system that is available to flight following stations and 
aviation units. Unit will be advised. 

b. Reference item concerning Operations, section II, page 7, paragraph 
2b{6); concur. A USARV letter specifying the need for additional training 
in emergency procedures for C0NU5 trained Instructor Pilots is being pre- 
pared for dispatch to CINCUSARPAC. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 

Qy fum: 
13th CAB 
let Avn Bde 

C D. WH.SON 
,1LT,  AGf 
AssittBnt Aojulanl Cerwr»! 

II 



GPüP-DT (lö my 69}    Uth ±nd (U} 
fiUBJECT:    Operational Report of HQ, Uth Avn Bn for Period 

Ending  30 April 1969,  RCS CS?0R-6^  (Rl) 

HQ, US Arnv,  Pacific, APO San Francisco 9655Ö 8     JUL G9 

TO:    Assistant Chief of  Staff for Force Development,  Department of the 
Arny, Washington,  D.  0. Ü0310 

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse- 
ments and concurs In the report as indorsed. 

FOR THE COMANDER IN CHIEF: 

C l. r: - .if 
CT, .'(,- 

12 
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