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SECURITY
MARKING

The classified or limited status of this report applies
to each page, unless otherwise marked.
Separate page printouts MUST be marked accordingly.

THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794, THE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHRIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in cecnnection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U.S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may have formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner Tlicensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.
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1. Subject report is forwirded for review and evaluation in accordance
with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15. Evaluations and corrective actions should
be reported to ACSFOR OT UT, Operational Reports Branch, within 90 days
of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriate
benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations and
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Headquarters, 13th Aviation Battalion
APO San Francisco 96296

AVBABN-GC 18 May 1969

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 13th Aviation Battalion for Period Ending
30 April 1969, RCS CSFR~65(RI) (U)

SEE DISTRIBUTION

1, (C) Section I Opsrations: Significant Activities:

a, Unit mission. There was no change to the unit mlssion during this
period.

b, Organigation. At the close of the reporting perlod the organization
of the 13th Aviation Battalion was as follows:

(1) Headquarters and Headquarters Detachment.

(2) The 114th Aviation Company (Airmobile Light).
(3) 1218t Aviation Company (Airmobile Light).

(4) The 175th Aviation Company (Airmobile Light).
(5) The 336th Aviation Company (Airmobile Iight),
(6) The 22ist Aviation Company (Airmobile Light).
c. Changes in Command and Staff:

(1) MAJ Ralph Nauman 076459 was assigned as Executive Officer on 13 Fob
69. LIC Freeze was reassigned to CCONUS,

(2) 1LT John H. Daane 05238063 was agsigned Adjutant on 28 March, MAJ
Ronald H. Thornquist was reassigned within the battalion,

(3) CPT Charles R. Steiner OF108933 was assigned as S-2 on 16 Feb 69.
CPT Charles E, Johnson was reassigned within the battalion.

(4) MAJ Ronald H. Thornquist 093319 was assigned S-3 on 17 April 1969.
MAJ Jesse W. Glance was reassigned wlthin the battalien.

FOR oT UT
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBABN-GC 18 May 1969
SUBJECT: Opsrational Report of the 13th Aviation Battalion for Period Ending
30 April 1969, RCS CSFR-65(RI) (U)

(5) CPT Thomas R. Mclaughlin Jr OF107843 was assigned to S-4% on 28 Feb
69, MAJ William H. Jugal was resssigned to the 2Zhlkth Aviation Company.

(6) MAJ Walter W, Powell 0386661 was assigned CO 114th Aviation Company
on 18 Feb 69, MAJ Julian T. Caraballo was reassigned to CONUS.

(7) MAJ William E., Callander 089797 was assigned CO 175th Aviation
Company on 11 Feb 69, MAJ John H. Boysen was reassigned to CONUS,

(8) CPT James A, Richards OF110374 was assigned as X0 114th Aviation
Company, CPT Robert E, Brown was reassigned to CONUS.

(9) CPT Lawrence D. Graves OF108182 was assigned as X0 121gi Avlistiem
Company, on 28 Feb 69, MAJ Roger K. Paquett was reassigned to CONUS.

(10) CPT Richard S. Fero 095518 was assigned as X0 175th Aviation Company
on 1 Feb 69,

(11) CPT Timothy G. Coles 05335519 was assigned as X0 336th Aviation
Company onl7 Feb 69, MAJ William W, Powell was reassigned within the battalion.

(12) CPT Emron A. Yancey 05337008 was assigned as Asst S-4 on 18 Apr 69.
(13) CW2 Alfred B. Craft was assigned as Asst S-4 on 26 Feb 69.

(14) 1LT Timothy Phalen 05342112 was assigned to the BOC on 26 Mar 69,
1LT Erickson was reassigned within the 164th Aviation Group.

d. Unit Strength as of 30 April 1969: See Incl 3.
o. Alroraft Status as of 30 April 1969: Ses Incl 3.
f. Operational results as of 30 April 1969: See Incl 4.

N

\
g \Qparationa:

~/ SR

(1) The 13th Aviation Battalich, during this last quarterbcontinued to
provide aviation assets for preplanned alrmotlle assaults, troop insertions
and extractions, tactical and admfnistrative resupply, command liaslon, medical
evacuation, and direct fire suppgrt, in support of the IV Corps in the Republie
of Vietnam. With the 214th Aviation Battalion coming under the operational
control of /the 164th Group, the/13th Battalion mission was shifted to concen-
trate primarily on the 21st ARVN Division and the 4ith Special Zone, Support
was also provided to the Military Advisory Group, IV Corps, 5th Special Forces
and CORDS. In addition the I3th Battalion provided aircraft for use by the

ok CONFIDENTIAL
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CORFIGENTIAL

AVBABN-GC
SUBJECT: Opserational Rsport of tha 13Lh Avistion Battalion for Perioed Ending
30 April 1949, RCS CSFR(RI) (U)

Navy "Seal" units conducting cexbat opuraticns oat of ila Tien and Moo Hoa.

(2) Airmobile Oporations. The battaliz. supnorted 248 alrmobile operations
during this last quartor. Two of tho mero slenifleanl operatlons wors conducted
on the 17th of April 1999, and from the “4ih to the 26ih of April, 1969.

(a) The 13th Aviation Tatbtallon supported tho ~ist ARVN Division in a one
day operation worth of Vi Thahn on 17 April. The 335th Aviation Company was
the initial 1ift force for ths cuoravior. Tida operatleon bezan with five UHID
helicopters, three gunchips, and a cowewiad and control hullcopter, Timediately
after the first 1usorbtlon wag xndo, heary contact was mads with an estimated
VC battalion. Dus to the ground wnilsn bolns badly pilnmed dowm and the signifi.
cant smount of grouni flre roceived hy all helicoptors, all assets from the
11hth Aviation Company, working n d'fferonl sivmoblle operation for that day
had to be diverted to join thao 3346LL. Toiel susats then became two coumand
and esontrol helicopters, 15 LLft c¢hipe und 9 yenehidps, two of which wors AH-1G's
from the 307th Aviation Battalion, "The cowtined aszets Llifted over 1200
troops into the area of contact, 300 fxoops helng dnserted iu one twenty
minute peried. During the day numerous aiviivikes wera called in from both
VNAF and USAF forcos, and hellcopler gunshipu smade oslose-in strikes on targets
marked by the grouni forces, fach lvsestlen rocoived horvy encuy fire and
multiple hits were taken on many ef the nireraft. The last assets were finally
released at 2030 hours, to includn the 336in 035 comand by MAJ Leonard Boswell,

Total olaims for all agsetg that day wera se folluws:
32 VC KBA (killed by aircraft)

2 57MM Recoilless Rifles captured

4 AKL7 Rifles captured

(b) The 13th Battalion continum! its sipport of the 2ist ARVN Division
between 24 April and 26 April im the Vi Thanh srea, ALL assets wore under the
control of the Battalion 5-3 with the Yilst Aviation Company and tho 175th
Aviation Company as the primary and szcundary unils in & combined operation,
Assets staged out of Vi Thanh airsirip with the 321st as the primary troop
movement unit and the 175th as & quick reaction, "sapgle flight" force, A
forward CP under the control of the 13th Battslion S-3 controlled all assets
in a coordinated effort that inm 3 days inserted over 2000 troops into areas of
reported VC activity. The totel claims and wunitions captured follows:

68 ARVN POW's released

INCL CONFIDENTIAL
o




CONFIBENTIAL

AVBABN.GC 18 May 1969
SUBJECT: Oporational Report of the 13ih /viatiom Battalion for Poried Ending
30 April 1969, RCS CSFMR(R (L3 (U)

L Choi Hanh's

12 VC KBA

15 Sampans destroyed

22 Sﬁructures or Bunkers dastroyed

64 Casea of 12.7mm linked amnunitlon capiucsd

8 Cases of 8lmm marter rounds capluread

4 Cases of BIO rounds capturcid

The overall oporation was detorminud a cowplote surrass Ty the 21st Division

dus to the closs coordination and copn o betwoeew {he 1730h Avdation Dattalion
and the ARVN ground forcos.

h, Training: The 13th F Lo eontbne §odn Laedr mlsslon of providing
UH-1 transition training to 1 A? aviastucg, VEAY class oo “ber 5 saw flive
aviators come to the hattalifn a1 Pobruarye All ¢it Lther v now recelived

over 100 hours of transitlon tine ani ihres wecks oLill remsing in the training
cycle, Class number 6, which turlel ia ”1ruw‘ Sas comnpieted ground school in
the UH~-1 transition course and i3 proccaiis o0 roeing alreralt qualification
training by unit instructor pitote frem oo 12750 wnd 394LR Avintion Cumpanies.
VNAF class number 7 is prosently in wrouwid sabhoct Lirdinwing the total to 17
students presently undergoiny truivine -¢ith this batialien., On 28 Fobruary
this battalion graduated 5 VEAF siuicive »s fally guaiilied UH-1 pllots.

i, Morale and Discipline:

(1) The mumber of approved rozowmnsnjailons Tor swerds recaived durlng this
period are shown by typo and totals swnrded:

D?C-B, Bronze Star-1, Air Medal.283Y, irny Jue-17, Purplo Jeart-3, Adr Medal
wiV=7.

(2) During this reporting pericd “La nunler aprreved dlsclplinary actions
taken under UCMJ were:

Officor WO M
GEN 0 G v
SPECIAL 0 G 5
SUMMARY 0 0 0
ART 15's 0 i 65

CORFIDEMT AL
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBABN-GC 18 May 1969
SUBJECT: Opsrational Report of the 13th Aviation Battalion for Period Ending
30 April 1969, RCS CSFR-65(RI) (TU)

(3) The following personnel wers reported as casualties during this peried.
KIA 9 WIA 44

(4) The number of personnel that took R&R or leave to various counties
is denoted below:

Aus-54, Haw-75, BK-37, HK-26, Man-8, Sing-7, Taip-19,
Tok-13, K1.-2

J. Safety:

(1) During the reporting psriod the battalion experienced eleven report-
able accidents, approximately one accident per 3400 flying hours. Two of
these were a result of material fallures, two were caused by maintemance
daficlencies, six wore caused by pllot error and one is unknown at this time,
The accident rate reflects an increase over the previous perlod, one accident
per 6000 flying hours.

(2) The battalion experienced eight (8) engine failures, a decrease from
the previous reporting period. All engine fallures were attributed to internal
feilure, all engines were rebuilt sngines wlth an average of 500-600 engine
hours,

2., (U) Section 2, Lessons Learned: Commanders Observation, Evaluations and
Recommendations,

&, Personnel: None
b. Operatlions:

(1) OBSERVATION: Since the begiming of 1969 the 164th Group has changed
its check point llsting for towns and citles throughout the Delta each month.
As a result, pilots fail to use the proper designator with flight following
conters in lileu of the Vietnamese towm or city name,

EVAIUATIQN: On numerous occasions flight following center frequencles
have bsen blocked at critical times while someone tries to pronounce a Vietnamese
word correctly or look up the designator in his SOI, Since these letters are
conatantly changlng they cammot be committed to memory.

RECQMENDATION: Publish a unclassified check point listing to be

used with flight following centers and if necessary continue using the olassiw
fied check points on tactical operations.

CONFIDENTIAL
5
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CONFIDENTIAL

AVBABN-GC
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 13th Aviation Battalion for Period Ending
30 April 1969, RCS CSFR-65(RI) (U)

EVALITATION: Maintenanco of aircraft has suffered in some areas due
to the lack ¢f cierience of the crew chi:rfs. Often the mission ready capabil-
ity has heon delaycd while line maintenance was called upon to perform a task
that an expsrienced crew chief would have psrformed.

RECGMENDATION: That a crew chief be glven more extensive GJT befors
actually taking over the responsibilaties of an aircraft crew chief, A pos-
sible solution would be to have hiu serve as a door gunner to obtain a better
working knowlodge of the duties and job requirement.

(6) OBSERVATION: Aviators attending the IP school at the training bass
are not adequately trained for hydrauligs off and tail rotor failures.

EVALUATION: These maneuvers are necessary in view that tall rotor and
hydraulics are fairly frequent malfunctions., New IP's from the training base
can not pass a USARV standardization check réde and therefore require extsnsive
training at unit expsnse to become proficient.

RECOMMENDATION: That the training base includs tall rotor failure and
hydraulics off training in the training curriculum,

Va)] OBSERVATION: In the pzst months a number of tall rotor fallures have
occurred in various units dus to foreign objects left in the tail rotor drive-
shaft covers.

EVALUATION: An inspaction of the tail rotor driveshaft and deck
be made during the aviators pre-flight inspsctiom both the night prior to flight
and in the morning prior to take-off should minimize the possibility of tail
rotor driveshaft failure due to forelgn objects left in the sircraft,

RECQMMENDATION: Commanders and Safety Officera insure that this type
of Inspsction is included in the normal pre-flight.

/ 3
! /

)y ‘ ’

Iy Tnel TH@AS E. ANDERSON
1 Organization and Stationing IIC, Infantry
——2- 13t AB-Unit-Strength——— Commanding

3 13th AB Aireraft Status

4 i3th AB Operational Statistics
Incl 2 wd Hq, DA

DISTRIBUTION:

2-CINCUSARPAC

3-CG, USARV

2-CG, 1st Avn Bde

4.CO, 164th Awn Gp

8-S-3 Operatioral File
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AVBAGC-0 (18 Moy 69) 24 Ind
SUBJLCTs Opecrational Report of the 13th Aviation Battalion for Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65(RI) (U)

DA, HEADQUARTERS, 18T AVIATIOH BRIGADE, APO 96384 @ JUN 1969

TIMUs Commanding General, United States Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVIGC-DST,
AP0 96375
Commander-in=Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATTNs GPOP-OT,
APO 96548

TO: Assistant Chicf of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Vashington, D.C., 20310

This headquarters has reviewed this report, considers it to be adequate
and concurs with the contents as indorscd.

Uﬁﬂ[(\mew

W. H. PIERCE
LTC, AGC
Adjutant General

FOR THE CCGIMANDER3
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AVHCGC-DST (18 May 1969) 3d Ind

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 13th Aviation Battalion for Period
Ending 30 April 1969, RCS CSFGR-65 (R1) (U)

HEADQUARTERS, UNITED STATES ARMY, VILTNAM, APO San Francisco 963752 ) JUN 1969

TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATTN: GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned

for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1969 from Headgquarters, 13th
Aviation Battalion,

2. Comments follow:

a. Reference item concerning Operations, section II, page 5, paragraph
2b(1); concur with 1st Indorsement., Flight following nets are unclassified
nets using unclassified frequencies and call signs. Classified check points
should not be used in unclassified nets, The Department of Defernse (DOD)
publication, Tactical Aerodrome Directory, South Vietnam assigns an unclas=-
gified identifier system that is available to flight following stations and
aviation units, Unit will be advised.

b, Reference item concerning Operations, section II, page 7, paragraph
2b(6); concur. A USARV letter specifying the need for additional training
in emergency procedures for CONUS trained Instructor Pilots is being pre-
pared for dispatch to CINCUSARPAC.

0lad._

FOR THE CQMMANDER:

C. D. WHSON

LT, AGE
6y Sizn: Assistent Adgjutant General
13th CAB
18t Avn Bde

/l



GPOP-DT (18 May 69) Lth Ind (U)
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 13th Avn Bn for Period
Fnding 30 April 1969, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HJ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Francisco 96558 8 JUL 69

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Developma=nt, Department of the
Army, Washington, D, C. 20310 ‘

This headquarters has evaluated subject report and forwarding indorse-
meants and concurs ia the report as indorsed.

Esshan/—

€. L. = saqr
(&M PN Wi

Fasl Aa

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEF:
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13th Avaation Battalljon Aircraft Status
Tuarter Ending 30 April 1969

—— e e e

CONFIDENTIAL

(1,50000 CH-EA
Company
i AUTHE{ G/H

114th AC IB_

21lst AC 20

175¢th AC g 20

336701 AC g 2.
221 17
HHD 31 0
Total oy il 82 52 3 0 .

* Two of thesz zireraft are replacensznt AH-1G aircraft.
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13th Aviation Battalion Operational Statlstics
Quarter Ending 30 April 1969

CONFIDENTIAL

ONIT | SRTIES | TROOPS |CARGO |ENZMY | SIROCT SAMPANS ATRCRAFT | AIRCRAFT | HOURS
FLOWN | LIFTED ﬂﬁmw KBA | DESTROYED { DESTROYED LOSSES | DAMAGE FLOIN
. (TONS
121 AT] 18,935 | 38,374 549 UNK N/A NQNE 1 14 6,864
21st
M|, g N/A N/A 24 L64 622 2 17 2,405
AT| 20,061 | 17,850 288 | NCGIE NOXE NONE 3 2 7,059
175th
AR 2,393 N/A N/A 265 245 183 1 2 1,665
AT | 23,439 | 40,284 339 3 NGE NGWE 3 5 6,207
114th
A 1,752 N/A N/A 7l 243 108 2 16 1.748
221st | 7.429 | N/A N/A 136 100 oy 3 3 6,554
AT 19,577 | 80,175 501 NQIE NQE NOE 2 27 7,142
336th
AH] 1,629 | N/A N/A 101 313 101 2 37 1,479
HHD N/A N/A N/& N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 456
TOTALS | 83,555 (143,687 1,707 |1,283| 1,167 1,158 19 124 45,569
AT: Armed Transport

AH: Armed Helicopter

DOD DIR 5200.10

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS;
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS.
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