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^.y.1. SUBJECT; Combat After Action Report - Hancock Eagle, conducted by 3d 
Battalion (Airborne), S06th Infantry, Period 4 February 1969 
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1. Subject report Is forwarded as Inclosure for review and evaluation 
In accordance with paragraph 5b, AR 525-15.

2. Information contained In this report Is provided to Insure appropriate 
benefits In the future from lessons learned during current operations and 
may be adapted for use in developing training material.
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CONFIDENTIAL 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMX 
HEADQUARTERS, 3D BATTALION (AIRBORNE), $06TH INFANTRY 

APO San Franclaco 96363 

31 April 1969 AVDO^AF-O 

SUBJECTS Combat JLftar Action Report 

THRU! Commanding Officer 
Task Foro« South 
APO San Francisco 96201* 

1. Name or Identity and/or Typ« of Operation! 

HANCOCK EAGLE 

2. Date of Operation! 

a. Phase II OU February - 21 February 1969* 
b. Phase lit 26 February - 03 March 1969« 
e. Phase III! . 23 March • 31 Mdroh 1969« 

3* Location» 

AO SHERIDAN, Binh Thuan Province. 

1*, Control or Command Headquarter«! 

Task Force 3-906 Infantry Battalion (ABN) 

5. Reporting Officer! 

LTC Manuel A. Alves, Infantry, Commanding 

6. Task Organization» 

a. >906 Infantry Battalion (ABN) 
b. U-Uith ARVN Battalion 
e. D/2-320th Artillery (109) 
d. Provisional Platoon/1-69 Armor 
«. Engineer Seotion/HHC/326th Engineer Battalion 
f. 1st Chemical Detachment (OPCON) 

7. Supporting Forceei 

a. 192d Assault Helicopter Company 
b. B/7-17 Cavalry 

DOWNGRADED AT 3 YEAR INTERVALS; 
DECLASSIFIED AFTER 12 YEARS. 

DOD DIR 5200.10 

FOR or UT CONFIDENTIAL 
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report 

c* 5-22 Artillery (8M/175mm) (OS) 
d. A/5-27 Artillery (105) (GS) 
e. B/5-27 Artillery (105) (GS) 
f • 183d Airplane Reconnaissance Company 
g. Forward Air Controller (USAF) 
h. Logistics Support Activity 
i. 3rd Military Police Platoon, 630th MP Company 
J. 101st Military Intelligence Detachment 
k. 55th Military Intelligence Detachment 

8. Intelligence« (See Inclosure 1) 

9. Mission» 

TF 3-506 is assigned a continuing three fold mission (each of equal 
importance)! 

a* Locate and destroy all NVA/VC forces within TF 3-506 AO* 

b. To conduct combined operations with and provide tactical, 
1 ..istical, and fire support to the ARVN counterpart unit, liUth ARVN 
Regiment. 

c. To conduct combined operations with Regional and Popular Forces 
and provide combat support to the Revolutionary Development Program in 
conjunction with Binh Thuan Province* 

10. Concept of Operation: 

TF 3-506 conducted combined and unilateral Reconnaissance in Force 
and Bushmaster Operations throughout the AO. Several platoon and com¬ 
pany size combined VCI operations tosft9 conducted With-* tho National Police 
Field Forces. 

11. Execution: 

TF 3-506 continued OPCON to IT South with light to moderate contact 
during the reporting period* 

Tho AO for'Operation HANCOCK EAGLE was in Binh Thuan Province, north 
of Phan Thiet City: ZT2009 - ZT2060 - BNIO6O - BN1QÜ». Operation 
HANCOCK EAGLE, Phase I, commenced OU February 1969 and terminated 
21 February 1969. The Task Organization consisted of TF 3-506 (ABN) 
and Uth Bn, With ARVN Regiment* 

On the first day of the operation there was negative contact with 
the eneny. On 05 February 1969, 1/0/3-506, while conducting RIF opera¬ 
tions NW of Thlen Qiao vicinity AN8O8386, engaged and killed 1 VC and 
captured 1 M-l Carbine, documenta, and a medical supply kit* 3/)3/3-506, 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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SUBJECT: Combat After Action Report 

doro^iv, 7 

Ät?Äe97r^ÄT^™p«.S^in 2^«».’ toc» 
Plat/3-506, conducting recormaissance^ME °^^ T^r6 negatlv, friendly 
Phong Forest, engaged 2 VC yfith Hato!, 2 
casualties with the enemy sustaining 1 VC KIA and conductdng Rff 

H-26. grenades us^u^d'aa a result of punji 
operations north of ^Jhiet, __ conducting Bushmaster 

operations vicinity AN875318Í ^^^/3^06^0 detained 

ÄsfsLVc0^ 
Betty for interrogation and Ibs of rice’in a 
RIF operations in the vicinity ANÖ5931U, louna > 2/0/3-506« 
hollowed out mound and evacuated „„g wa3*engaged by an 
while conducting RIF operations vicinity AN8U2192, ^a ngj JetJrnad 
estimated VC squad which employed SA and AW fire. 2^0/3^ 
the fire and swept through the dieting 
Enemy unknown. On 09 February l969, 3/D/3 5 » d 1 NVA squad 
Bushmaster operations in the vicinity AH771289, engaged 1 nvaq ^ 

^th SA 4 AW fir.. The m î’riSks eaptared. 
this contact were 1 US WIA, 3 NVA aía, ¿ ar . ,. AN828178, 
2/D/3-5O6, while continuing RIF °P®r^i°g®^Iíh1969/5/3/3-506, while 
mntured 1 VC IW and documents. On 10 February aw# 
“SU MP opereuon. »W of Thier. Oleo io the 

Ä.gA«»fTiä Which uÄÄ* 

ÄÄ“ fÄ-2 tsz* 
through the contact area revealedjTVC ““^3^ conducting 
Pistole and documents. On 11 "SSrín diicovered a rice cache containing 
^Ärtce^h ^uîSffîr'xÎS^: W3-SO6, 
Sue conducting RIF operations in toe vicinity of ß-UQ 
engaged byanest^atodVC equad vhic^pl^ed ^ 
rockets. 2/0/3-506 returned the fireand weg jnr^us* aKVN, 
Results were 3 US WIA and W x 
RF and PF forces were engaged in heavycontact^ 0 m (ac) 

INCL CONFIDENTIAL 
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Rocket Launchers, 2 DIM Chicom 53 LMG's, and 3 RFD Chicom 56 UIG'a 
(See Inclosure 2 Combat. After Action Report "SARA/Hoa Tan")* On 
13 Fobruoiy 196?. B/3-506 (-), conducting RIF operations in the 
vicinity AN87632ÍÍ, nortt- r Thien Giao, discovered an additional 2¾ 
tons of rice and evacuat-' l it for redistribution. 2/B/3-506, while 
conducting RIF operations in the vicinity AN9M>2li5> in the Le Hong 
Phong Fort t, engaged a VC squad with SA and AW fire resulting in 
1 VC MA and 1 Russian sniper rifle captured. C/3-506 (-), while 
conducting RIF operations in the vicinity AN898I6I, discovered 15 
graves containing 15 NVA killed as a result of SA fire. 2/D/3-506, 
while' c ( ducting RIF opérations in the vicinity AN81*0197, found several 
largo rice caches totaling 20 tons of ricej all of the rice was evacuated 
to LZ Bjtty for redistribution in thö Phan Thiet area. On 14 February 
1969, 2/1)/3-506, while conducting RIF operations NE of Phan Thiet at 
vicinity AN8502II, engaged 5 VC with SA fire. Artillery was employed 
in support and a sweep through tho contact area revealed 3 VC KIAj 
2 .ui-47'3 and 1 Chicom Pistol captured. On 16 February 1969, l/D/3-506 
found one grave pontaining 1 VC KIA as a result of SA fire. B/3-506 
(-), continuing RIF operations around Thien Oiao vicinity AN8U7206, 
found 1 ton of rice which was evacuated for redistribution. The 2/0/3*506 
a ;cinity AN838199, found 2 graves containing 2 VC KIA as a result 
of , i fire. On 18 February 1969, B/3-506 (-), while conducting RIF 
opora cions NS of Thien Giao vicinity AN858304, was engaged by an enemy 
sniper resulting in 1 US WIA. US artillery was employed in support# 
On 19 February 1969, 2/B/3-506, while conducting RIF operations in 
the Le Hong Phong Forest vicinity BN015215, captured 3 VC and medical 
supplies. On 20 February 1969, 2/C/3-506, while conducting RIF operations 
vicinity AN778298, detonated a booby trap resulting in 1 US WIA. B/3- 
506 (-), in the vicinity AN857303, found an additional 1200 lbs of rice# 
Rice was evacuated for redistribution. 2/B/3-506, while conducting 
Bushmaster operations in the Le Hong Phong Forest, engaged an NVA squad 
on a trail resulting in 5 NVA KIA, 2 AK-ltf's, 3 SKS*s, and 3 Chicom 
Grenades captured. On 21 February 1969, a Recon Team from 3*506 engaged 
a VC squad with SA & AW, and artillery# A sweep through the contact 
area revealed 13 enemy rucksacks containing clothing, food and 2 US 
pistol belts. Operation HANCOCK EAGLE, Phase II, commenced 28 February 
1969 and terminated 03 March 1969. On 28 February 1969, 1/0/3-506, 
while conducting RIF operations in the Le Hong Phong Forest in the 
vicinity BNO62I68, engaged a VC platoon with SA and AW. 192d Assault 
Helicopter Company guns hips were employed in support resulting in 1 VC 
KIA, accredited to 192d. On 01 March 1969, l/C/3-506, while moving 
into their night defensive position, was engaged by a VC squad who 
employed SA, AW fire and B-yO rockets. B/7-17 Cavalry Cobras were 
diverted to provide support resulting in 3 VC KIA accredtied to B/7-17 
Cavalry. Earlier on 01 March 1969, B/7-17 Cavalry, while OPCGN to TP 
3-506 and operating In the La Hong Fhong vicinity BN061295, engaged an 
estimated VC squad resulting in 5 VC KIA. A/3-506 (-), while conducting 
RIF operations north of Phan Thiet vicinity ÃN8U0185, detonated a booby 
trap resulting in 2 US WIA. Ob 02 March 1969, A/3-506 (-), in the vicinity 
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AN8U819U, received sniper fire resulting in 1 US WIA. lot Co, Uth 
Battalion, UUth Regiment, while in ar ambush position vicinity AN9Ö9J50, 
engaged h VC with SA fire rooulting in 1 VC KIA and 1 VC captured. 
Ch 03 March 1969, a Recon Team in the vicinity BN155263, found 1 grave 
containing 1 VC KIA as a result of SA fire. 

Operation HANCOCK EAGLE, Phase'III, commenced 23 March 1969 and 
terminated 31 March 1969. On 25 March 1969, a Recon Team from 3-506, 
while operating west of Phan Thiet in the vicinity AN764O8U, engaged 
a VC squad with SA and AW fire. Artillery was employed in support and 
the contact resulted in 1 US WTA, 2 VC KIA, and 1 AK-I|7# 1 rucksack 
captured. On 26 March 1969, 3/0/3-506, while conducting Buohmastor 
operations fW of Phan Thiet vicinity ZT169H6, engaged and killed 1 VC 
with SA fire and captured miscellaneous documents. On 27 March 1969# 
D/7-1V Cavalry, while OPCON to 3-506, operating MW of Phan Thiet 
vicinity ZTIÜ5150, engaged 3 VC near a bunker complex resulting in 3 VC 
KIA. B/7-17 Cavalry Infantry platoon employed in tho contact area, 
captured 1 typewriter, various medical supplies, 20 B-UO rockets, 
23 B-i-iO rocket charges and documents. Later that same day, B/7-17 Cav 
Infantry platoon engaged a VC platoon in tho vicinity ZT142156. Cobras 
were employed in supportj^eovtact^ríeultod in 3 US WIA, 5 VC KIA with 
1 Mauser Riflo, 1 Chicom Pistol and 1 meõical kit captured. l/A/3-506, 
while conducting RIF operations in the vicinity AN812516 NW of Thien 
Giao, discovered 1 grave containing 1 VC KIA as a result of SA fire. 
Also in the grave was one gas mask and a diary. 3/D/3-506, conducting 
RIF operations NW of Phan Thiet, found 2 graves containing 2 VC KIA 
as a result of SA fire. 1st and 3rd Companies, Uth Bn, UUth ARVN RegiMnt, 
while conducting RIF operations NW of Phan Thiet in the vicinity AN775i72| 
was engaged by a VC squad with SA !t AW fire. The ARVN’s returned fire 
and swept through the contact area. Results, voue 1 ARVN KIA, enemy 
unknown. On 29 March 1969, 3/C/3-50Ó, while conducting RIF operations 
NW of Phan Thiet in the vicinity AU?36291, found a weapons and ammunition 
cache containing one 57mm Recoiless Rifle, 1 US .30 cal machine ßun, ^ 
2 ÏRC-10 radios, 1 RPD Chicom 53 IMG, 3 SKS's, 1 Mauser, 22 rounds of 
82mm mortar ammunition, 5 1ounds of 6Omm mortar ammunition, 19 B-UO 
rocket rounds, 16 RPG rounds, 6,000 rounds of assorted SA ammunition, 
500 rounds .30 cal machine gun ammunition (linked), 3 wire cutters, 
35 B-UO rocket charges, 20 60mm mortar fuses and 5 home made bombs. 
ftn items were evacuated. On 31 March 1969, l/A/3-506, while conducting 
RIF operations vicinity AN738286, found 3 graves containing 3 VC KIA 
as a result of SA fire. l/D/3-506, in the vicinity AN7li60li7, found 
1 grave containing 1 VC KIA as a result of SA fire. A Recon Team from 
3-506, wh-n* conducting reconnaissance along a trail at vicinity 
AN730277, engaged 2 VC with SA & AW fire. A. sweep through the contact 
area revealed 1 AK-U7 and 1 rucksack containing food and documents. 
1st Co, Uth Eh, UUth ARVN Regiment, while conducting RIF operations 
in the vicinity AN823125, engaged a VC squad with SA and AW fire. A 
sweep through the contact area revealed 1 VC KIA. 
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12* Reaultai 

a* Personnel (Friendly)i 
(1) US« 3 kea 

3U WIA 

(2) Vietnamese! 

1 GA 
1 WIA 

b* Personnel (Enemy) « 

13U nvaAc KIA (bc) 
5 CIA 
U Detained 

o* Equipment! 

(1) Friendly losses negative 
(2) Enemyi 

CIAs one 57mm Recoil 833 Rifle 
1 US .30 cel MG 
U RPD Ch:-.v " UG 
2 DH* Cbicoa IMG 
31 tons rise 
28 AK-UT's 
3 B-UO Rocket Launchers 
2 B-lil Rocket Launchers 

■39 B-UO Rocket Rounds 
' 58 B-UO Rocket Charges 
22 rounds 82ram mortar 
5 rounds 60mn mortar 
20 60nm mortar round fuses 
16 RFG Rounds 
10 Chicom Pistols 
1 BAR 
1 Russian Sniper Rifle 
6 SKS's 
2 Mauser Rifles 
1 M-l Carbine 
5 Chicom Grenades 
17 rucksacks 
2 FRC-10 Radios 
1 typewriter 

6.000 rounds assorted SA ammunition 
$00 rounds .30 cal MG ammunition (linked) 
$ Homemade Bombs 
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3 wire cutters ,.. 
assorted documents & medical supplies 

13, Administrative Mattere» 

During the conduct of ^ppîSrbecwsfeaÎfSoîS^”1 
consistently required excessive -1P^naly8i8 of the terrain and 
only carries one canteen. Through c nloved near streams to 
ene^y situation, the ARVN units to provide 
alleviate this problem. A more '’^table discipline and require 
additional canteens to the ARV!« and J p^pL-e it during 
them to precook their rioe prior to the operation or P f 

the resupply» 

111, Speciai .-Hpment and Techniques! 

a. Th, ,,e of 175^ fâ'&yXT 

ää .Ä ä « s s:;. 
elude damage when dropped from t P^. v,ACaUse the user can 
cannistors also precludes a backhaul ^lic0pter activity .over 
destroy or bury the cannistersj this also reduces heiicop 

the platoon position. waa emphasized to the 
b. The use of marking panels and mirrors was emp«** 

ARVN and this procedure also reduces th® P°” BaSiiy identify a panel 
friendly positions i#e* ^^StÆ^pass (1$00 - 2000 feet) then 
marker or mirror on a higher al^^te P ^ resUPpiy without hovering 
double back, slow the speed and kick out the resuppiy 

or landing* 

c. During these combined options » ^t SOI'8 to 

facm^1o^^tCiÓn88and enhafee comnmnioations aecurity. 

lg, Advisor/Commander Analysis» 

The combined operation, nlth 
Police Field Forces were significan ^ ^"P . into platoon; size 
continue to be reluctant to Ânasteî and small unit 
operations in order to effective y combined Reconnaissance ARVN 
Reconnaissance in Force operatic . mp»s aixi seven US 
American Team (COBRAA) consisting of eigW ARVN^F s^ ^ ^ 

IÄP»s have convinced supported and provided 
eoldiers can operate indepwdently^ifwiii«^^ 0™ting techniques 
adequate communications. ^ . d ^siSL? rasmbers has 
«id awarding ccnbat decorations to both ARV^ana^^ of th0 

also contributedto upgradingtheebt cortbined opérations and 
Continued command emphasis will be piacea m 
the Regional Forces will be assisted in the near luwuw. 

7 
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16« ReoonunendationeAcaflOM Learned! 

Premature firing by ambush positions continued to be a problem) 
however, the technique of integrating AJ.IVM and US man for man on 
ambush positions has significantly reduced premature firing* It is 
believed that the ARVN have truly learned that by waiting until the 
enemy is within 50 meters before opening fire, the ambush will produce 
results* The use of claymores was emphasised and the ARVN now have 
confidence in its safety and employment* 

LTC, Infantry 
Commanding 

Xholosuresi 

1* Intelligence 
2* Combat After Action Report "SARA/Hoa Tan" 
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molo»»« 1, CMibrt AfMr^oUon Report (Operation Henoock Regie) 

A. Intelligence. 

1. Dlepoeltloni 
Military Region 6 remained in the ^ j4«T%iar«d forward into the Nui 
Military Stiff Section was believed to to con- 
Dang Salin area with the VC Binh Thuan Province normal ooerational 
ÏÏ2 tra military unite. The U82 W Ba re^ei in It. 

^ÄrÄl^Vop/ated U<Hong 

s hÄ“ rs^?»rto'r^rr¿--^ 

5” mä0 
Binh Thuan (P) In early January 19691 „.^fal iTta^lthin Biíh Thuan (P). 
and ducumonta eenfirmod the P^oenoe of “fot U» Le Hong 
Throughout the acporting perlod the 166^ Bn ^ to probable «1th the 
Phong, The presence of the 240 Wva mi woo upg* captured 
egpture of on 12 Feb » and W Ä ®ÎS ha« 
documents. Numerous PWa and Hoi Chanhfl irom w indicated 
menticned the 200C Sapper Bn ^fStS Souldbf developed 
the unit designation, however, no substantial information « ^ ^ 
on the 200C during the reporting period. The Lociarorco oomp 
Silage Guerrilla unite remained in their normal opening areas witn no 
Significant change in operations, strength or equipment. 

2. Ihejny Activities t 

ï—¡ES-ía-ír =sas s=i s. vp- 
this^period. A W captured on 15 Mâr 69 Hoi ciaT 
completely destroyed in the (PhSm Ly ChL District Unit) 
who had formerly been a member of the 89th LF Co ^ ^ ^ to ^ U82 
stated that 2$ replacements fron the Bao .,. - 7(J perBOnnei, As 
thus increasing the strength of the un go docunents captured by 
Operation HANCOCK EAOLE came to J eloee on 31 Har W, docuro g 
Recen Team 55 off of VC KU identified the KIA as members 01 ine 4« 
In the vicinity AN 730277» 

(b) The 8U0 MF Eh continually acted in a supporting rdbe 
contacts, with the U82 EN on 22 Jeb 69 and |2 M*rj9i^ the 186 Bn 
12 Feb 69. The 8U0 moved from the le Heng Phong after euppo «« aariy 
into the mountaina northwest of Thien Giao to aoPP°^ 731*270, from 

««S S1Ä 

Sw Zi** «P»»«« «»oo« 

Incl 1 

1 
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(o) After suffering heavy casualties during February I969 the 

I86 MF Eh continued to be harassed by friendly operations within the Le 
Hong Phong. Documents captured by C/3-506 on 27 Feb 69, vie HN 056283, 
contained vtut was determined to be a sketch and attack plan of Song Luy 
Village, vie EN 08lUo5. A rallier Aron the C-2 Co, 166 Bn on 28 Feb 69 
confirmed Song Luy as the target for the I66 Eh. Sines the captured sket¬ 
ches appeared to be a finalized plan, the capturing of the documents and 
the killing of the reconnaissance element negated the enemies element of 
surprise aad as Phase III ended the 186 On had remained relatively inactive* 

(d) Agent reports continued to place the 21*0 NVA Bn In the Bong 
Mac Ci.'or. in the vicinity of the Ba Ohe valley, but no positive identification 
of tl'.o unit could be made. Captured documents in the Le Hong Phong contained 
tV idcntificatúon of the C-UO Unit which is a reported AKA for the 21*0 Bn* 
Who:-, uno 2U0 NVA Bn was In Tuyon Duc (P) it was rarely identified In contact 
and never initir od action on its own but usually as .a supporting or reln- 
fojeing elemont, 

(e) Dua to Interrogation of Local Force EWs and Hoi Chanhs it is 
boV.eved thnt 200C Unit is divided into three elementsi this also seems 
to 'on substa:.tintad by agent reports which report the 200C in the Song Mao 
a*or. nnd the V- Hang Phong* Captured documents also point to an element of 
th" ?00C in V:i.' mountains northwest of Thien Qiao* Sines the 200C designation 
was originally ui infiltration group number it is entirely possible that tbs 
unit has dividu' in three sapper units* Che element is probably supporting 
the 1,82 Bn wool of Highway 8B, another element is possible operating in con¬ 
junction with either the 186 Bn or the VC Thuan Phong District Committee out 
of the Le Hong Phcng and directed againet the population centers and ARVN 
outposts along QL 1* The third element is most llkaLy under the operational 
control of the Bao Blnh Committee in the Song Mao-Hoa Da-Tuy Phong area* 

(f) During the month of March LZ BETTY received a total of 
stand-off mortar attacks with a total of between 73 and 77 rounds of 82mm 
mortar; and on two separate occasions the perimeter of LZ BETTY was harassed 
with rJA fire. This significant Increase can probably be attributed to the 
fact chat the enemy suffered heavy casualties in February} therefore tbs 
enerry increased his stand-off attacks in order to keep pace with the second 
phase of hie Winter-Spring Offensive, while risking and suffering ■rtMwai 
casualties* 

3* Enemy Disposition at Conclus ion of Operation HANCOCK KJQLE 

1*82 LF Eh.vie AN 7330 
81*0 MF Bn.vie AN 7533 
186 MF En.vie EN 0528 
21*0 NVA Bn.unk 
2000 Bn .vio AN 7330, vio BN 0528, vio EN 2158 
1*81 LF Eh.vie ZS 2799» vie AN 96I6, vio ZT 2311* 
1*30 LF Go.vio AN 8019 
1*50 LF Co.vie AN 9722 
1*80 LF Oc.vio ¿N 7305 
C115 LF Co.vie AN 91*39 

CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 

AVDÛ-AF-0 

ZæWlTOT ÒF THE ARHÏ T4f,lu_jV 
HEADQUARTERS 3D HAi'tALIOU (AIKBORHE) 506TH DIFANTSx 

APO US FORCES 96383 

15 February 1969 

SUBJECT« Combat After Action Rejwt 

Commanding General 
I FíCÃO. V 
APO U.i iCKCF.S 963aO 

1„ Marne of IdenUty. renà/oeJxp of Operation 

"SAAaAWA TAKT* 

2. Pate or Operation« 

32)0300 FEB - I33025M FEB 1?69. 

3. Docsticm 

AO SHERIDA!!j B'.nh Thvan Prr-vinoo, vicinity AN89816U» 

1^. rnnh-ol or Comm&nd Hoadrirprtora« 

Taslc Force 3-506 INF (ABN) 

5» Re port inn Officer« 

ITC Manuel A* Alves, Infantry Co-wwirting 

6» Ta/jk Oi^anlzation« 

a. 3^06 Infantry Battalion (AB.'i) • 
b. D/2-320 Artillery (lO^rar.) U-T>) 
c. Provisional Platoon/1-69 Armor 
d. E' igineer Section/326 Engineer 3n. 
e. First and Second Ccnipanies/2-Uu AKvw 
f. 888 Regional Force Company 
g. UU3 Regional Force Company 
h. i61i Reeional.7ctrce "Conpany 
i. 26 and 2? Popular Force Flatoone j. Advisory Team 37# APO San Francisco 96317 
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7« Supporting Forcea» 

a* 192d Assault Hollcoptor Company 
b. B/7-17 Cavalry 
c. 5-22 Artillory (8" and 175mm) 
d. 5-27 Artillery (105nm) 
e« B/29 Artillery (Searchlight) 
f. 183d Airplane Company 
g. Forward Air Controller 
h. '»aval Gunl’ire Liaison Officer 
i. Logistics Support, Activity 
J. 272d Military Police Platoon ' 
k. 101 Military Intelligence Detachment 
1« Chemical Section 

8, Intelligence» 

a. During the night of 11 February 1969« the 186 MF Bn linked up 
with elements of the 81)0 MF Bn and the 1)50 LF Co« vicinity AN9825« in 
order to attack the RF outpo-.t« Sara« along QL-1« Sapper elements of 
the 21)0 NVA Bn were attached to the C-5 (Sapper) Co« 81)0 MF Bn and 
elements of the 1)50 LFrCo comprised the attacking force* 

b. South of outpost Sara along QL-1 an ambush position was 
established in order to delay friendly reinforcements. Two Companies 
of the 186 MF Bn with a heavy weapons element from the C-l* (Hvy V/pns) 
Co, 186 MF Bn established this ambush, which also consisted of mutually 
supporting three man positions* One of the enemy Companies identified 
was Hx? C-l Co, 186 MF Bn by a prisoner captured during the contact and 
documonts captured during the sweep the next morning* The FW stated that 
his unit was ordered by MR-6 to remain in their ambush position for a 
minimum of 21) hours and a maximum of 1)8 hours* A second prisoner 
captured on the morning of 12 February 1969 at Sara outpost stated that 
he was a member of the 21)0 NVA Bn; he also stated that elements of the 
186 MF Bn were in ambush position south of Sara* In addition the FW 
from the 21)0 NVA Bn mentioned that elements of the 81)0 MF Bn also occupied 
ambush positions with the 186 MF Bn* 

« 

c* A Hoi Chanh who rallied on the morning of 11) February 1969, stated 
that he was a member of the C-l) (Hvy Wpns) Co, 186 MF Bn* He stated that 
the most of his company along with elements of the 81)0 MF Bn were ambushing 
an LZ, vicinity AN928168, in the anticipation of friendly forces using 
this LZ for reaction or blocking forces* When C/3-506 (-) canbat assaulted 
directly into the contact area the enemy could not engage them as they 
were too far away* The Hoi Chanh had no knowledge of what weapons the 
81)0 MF Bn had in this LZ ambush, but his company was armed with two 57»«» 
HR. threo 12.7mm MQ, two 82mm mortars, and 2 carriage mounted Soviet WO 
(dual barreled)* 
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d. After the attack on Sara the enemy initially withdrew to Hong 
Son (V) area, vicinity AN9825, where the battalion aid station was 
located, the wounded were tten tranafared to the District Dispensary in 
0 RO jungle, vicinity BNO830. 

9. Missions 

To destroy an estl^ctjic» Mi'A/KJ battalion located at AN898l61s* 

10, Concept of Jporatlor».* 

Scheme of Mnn?\r;er. Sva lucicsure 1, Operation Overlay, Task Force 
3-506 conducted a combined operation with ARVH/RF/FF units within AO 
Sheridan. C/3-506 conducted a combat assault to engage and destroy an 
enemy battalion. Provisional Platoon (PP)A-69 Armor, Reconnaissance 
Platoon of 3-506 and the 888th Regional Force Platoon was organised into 
a combined Strike 'orce to conduct a coordinated attack in conjunction 
with C/3-506, The 1st and 2d Cmpenies, 2-Usth ARVN Regiment and the 
l*u3 and 161s Regional Force Companie? blocking position- on the 
periphery of the area of contact. Ccwnany Va^ÇOó occupied blocicing 
positions astride enemy witlidraval routes* 

11. t>.ocu tient 

At February 1960. the PF outpost located at ANyyißiß (Sara) 
came 'ii-.hr mortar fire; at /"i'■.’?» an estimated VC battaliu-. launched 
a *r\*v;oi fittack-,. Artillesy vaa erc^.rrgd itrynediately, fires beln¿ 
aò^ur-tcd by FO’g and airoi’aft pilot? 01 the 183d Airplane Compare, 
Artrod ivslicopUr«; irai- vio 192d AHC crri-^4 on station at ¢320¾ and 
supà'- 'T/iùj Spooky arrived cn station at Hk&n «nd suppo.*.^ until the contact 
broke at 06/0H. 

\t 0600H, A/3-5'36 was ordered to nan fío» AH9620 to occupy 
blocking positions vicinity ANÇG0198 and 4H9U0170. At 061s5H, 2/B/3-5C6 
was airlifted to vicinity Sara outpost for insertion to conduct sweep 
operation. 

At 0715H, while enroute to Sara, 0/3-506 received small arras fire 
vicinity AN8UOI7O, and 2/0/3-506 was diverted i>r possible insertion in 
this contact. 

At fJ725H, the contact with D/3-506 broke andat 0730H the IW and 
16U RF Compañías made contact with two reinforced m/VO Companies 
viciriity 

0/3/3.506 vas again diverted <•«' possible insertion to reinforce or 
vwr ♦‘r* the two RF ûmnpaiiies, ihe Senior Advisor, Binh Thusn Province, 
T iicorrminded that 2/B/J-506 b. inserted at AN8920 to .onduct a sroep 
operation to the sou« pendleling QL-1 from point of insertion to the 
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contact area vicinity AN89U16U, At 08l5H, 2/B/3-506 vaa inserted at 
AN09U2OO and ordered to sweep south. At 0815H - 0830H, Commanding Officer, 
Task Force 3-506, Senior Advisor, Binh Thuan Province, and Province Chief, 
Binh Thuan, effected a coordination meeting during which it was decided 
that tha Province Chief would command the operation to attack and destroy the 

enemy location.as he requested. The Commanding Officer, 3-506's plan 
of attack was as follows: C/3-506 would be combet assaulted into the 
immediate area of contact to rout the enemy force and reinforce the two 
RF Companies in contact. A combined force consisting of the 888 RF 
Company, wank platoon/1-69 Armor, and tho Reconnaissance Platoon/3-506 
wouj u a ■ 'M i at a rendezvous point vicinity AN066225, conduct a road 
march crois country to QL-1 vicinity AN902185, then sweep south towards 
the area of contact. Upon arrival at the area of contact this combined 
force was to spearhead a coordinated attack accompanied by the two 
RF Companies (UU3 and l61t) and 0/3-506. 

At 09U5H the combined force assembled at the designated rendezvous 
point and commenced the movement to area of contact. Between 0830H and 
0945H, the advisory team with the two RF Companies in contact (uu3 and 
104 ) requested and received two airstrikes vicinity area of contact 
Aí:3971óli. At 1015H, B/7-17 Cavalry was diverted from another portion 
of tho AO and ordered to conduct reconnaissance of known enemy locations 
and probable routes of withdrawal from the contact area. The Light 
Observation Helicopters making the reconnaissance drew heavy small arms 
fire and automatic weapons fire from entrenched enemy forces in vicinity 
AN09Q1Ó2, AN90216U, AN903161, AN90la$8, and AN905165. At 1020H, 
1/1/.3-506 arrived to occupy a position vicinity AN908192 prepared to 
assist the attack. 

At 1025H, 2/0/3-506 was combat assaulted into a "hot" LZ Ticinity 
the area of contact at AN89?l63. As the initial insertion was made, 
all aircraft drew intense email arms and light machine gun firs from 
three locations on the periphery of the LZ. As the first lift went into 
the LZ and the eenmy fire commerced, the two RF Companies CUii3 and 164;, 
occupying blocking positions vicinity AN891061, withdrew to the southwest 
vicinity AN885155» 

At 10U5H. l/C/3-506 was combat assaulted into the same LZ which 
was then occupied 2/0/3-506. As thit, thi second lift, approached the 
LZ on short final, the lead aircraft ieceiv«i a hit in the engine, and the 
entire lift of four aircraft passed over tho LZ to the northwest. The 
load aircraft was forced down at vicinity AN8Uilfl7, at this time 2/B/3-506 
was ordered to move from AN896181 to AK88I4I87 to assist in securing the 
downed helicopter and Join the fire tea« of tha*. ship since one aun was' • 

Thu three remaining airerdft made c second pass and landed on the 
same LZ to insert the second lift of C/3-506. 

At 1115H. 3/0/3-506 was cortbat assaulted Into a "hot" LZ vicinity 
AN895163. It should be noted here that the initial LZ was located on 
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the east side of QL-1 vicinity ANB97163 and the second LZ was located 
vicinity located west of QL-1, Tho insertion of C/3-506 was 
completed at l.LA'JH, 

Bnrtween 1130H and 150ÛH several actions took place in preparation 
for the coordinated attack which was to commence as soon as the combined 
force arrived vicinity AN.87165, 

Throe madilc?! evacuations of U.S. wounded personnel were conducted 
at approximately 1200¾ - 1.330H. Artillery was employed against known 
and suspected enemy locations and routes of withdrawal. The USAF 
elrstrikes were requested and employed at AN901161» The Dustoff aircraft 
and the USAF fighter aircraft drew intense small arms, light machine gun, 
end B-4C rocket fire during these actions. At 1300H, 3/A/3-506 arrived 
to occupy blocking positions vicinity AÍ1897165 and at 1330H 2/A/3*£06 
was airlifted from BN000207 to occupy blocking positions with 3/A/3-ÍÍ06. 
At 13AÖH, 3/0/30506 was extracted from vicinity AN815285 and returned 
to LZ Betty to be prepared as a reaction force. 

At 1500H, the combined force (888 liF Company, tanks and R*>oon/3-!>06) 
arrived at the area of contact vicinity Atl$?6ió3 to ccmmence the attack to 

the south and southwest towards AN856157« At this time the 8M W Company 
elected to occupy a blocking position vicinity AIÍÔ99165 rather t'ian 
accompany the attacking force* 

At 1515K, the tank platoon and the Reconnaissance Plateen launched 
the attack directly towards the dug in enemy forces vicinity Aí1í%:ií.0, 
Once the attack was launched, the attacking force began to receive 60ma 
and 8lmm mortar fire from enemy bunker positions vicinity AN099l61io 
Armed helicopters from the 192d AHC provided suppressing fires gainst 
the enemy positions. Artillery was emplo^d and a third airs trike was 
requested and received to support the ground attack. 

At 1715H, l/A/3-506 was extracted from AN90Ô193 and returned to 
LZ Betty for reaction force. At I725H, 3/C/3-506 was successful in 
linkinr. un with the first and second platoons on the east of QL-1, 
C/3 -500 waa still unable to maneuver as the enemy positions vicinity 
AN98>l6u were affective in holding C Company in the vicinity of the LZ* 
As the situation developed. Commanding Officer 3-506 intended to maneuver 
the tanks and Reconnaissance Platoon to the south, then east and then 
north to flank the enemy and relieve the pressure from C/3*506o Ibis 
maneuver met stiff enemy resistance and at 1830H the tanks reported the 
stream and m-j?shy area vicinity AÎJ898lî>8 was impassable and the Intended 
flanking maneuver to occupy high ground vicinity AN9Q5155 sad flank the 
enemy vould be impossible. Commanding Officer 3-506 ordered the tank, 
and Reconnaissance platoons to move west to QL-1, then north to organise 
and occupy Night Defensive Position with the 888th RF Company vicinity 
AN889165, 
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At 1920H contact broke and artillery and Spooky were employed 
continuously through-nt the nicht of 12-13 February 1969^on «lown 
ertirr locutiona and probable routes of withdrawal. The tanka ana 
Roconnalfjüwice platoons closed their NDP with the 088 RF Company at 
2i"iJn> 'b resupply of minimum combat essential items was made 
wit'nuc l^cidont# 

¡It ? tyWH - 2U00H, Psywnr C-U7 aircraft was employed using tapes 
renordod hy capture. POVi's from the contact area. 300,000 leaflets 
a. i mfe conduct passea were dropped throughout the area of 
P rãitionally. these same media were employed on W Fe^ruaiy 
í . -o r he vicinity of AN955270 where a POW stated the 186th and 8U0 
nit talions had planned to use as a hospital and assembly area. » 
13 February 1969 at 06U5H, resupply of all necessary items wa; initiated 
and completed at 073¾. At 0730H, it was apparent that the enemy had 
fled the battlefield during the hours of darkness. 

A sweep of the battlefield was planned as follows« Tanks and 
Reconnaissance platoons would sweep to the south ^ 
W’9t flcnkt C/3-50Ó wo.ud sweep the center portion of the battlefield 
directly to the south and the 888th RF Company would sweep to the 
southeast on the east flank. 

At 0730H, the sweep commenced, the 88th RF Company moved prematurely 
iiud bvpassod C/3-506 and consequently masked the fires of C/3-506. 
A* thin time, several persons wearing civilian clothes ’J**® 
fl I it rating from the known enemy positions vicinity ANÔ95159 
> -lets vicinity AN89015U. Siwiltaneously with these 

had developed) all U.S. units were ordered to withdraw from the battlefield 

Ä 13%.bn«r 
r96,. ärÄiSiLTpUt««. ylthdr« «outh WlWhUt 
o» oi-1 thrr.tum^ to FSB Sherrjr yl. High«)- SB. 
£«ln,d in th. we. oí oonUot to conduct poUo. oi th. huttlultald. 

12, Results« 

a. Personnel (Friendly) « 
(1) U.S.« 3 O.S. KHA 

15 U.S. yak 

(2) Vietnamese» 

2 KHA (outpost Sara) 
5 VIHA (2 at Sara) 
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b* Personnel (Enemy)» 

é¿ KU (BC) 

O' Equipment« 

0) Friendly lonsss negative. 
(2) Fnemy; 

CIAs 19 AiUiT's 
i* Chlootii K-'i>U Pistols 
3 :e-U0 Pouce b Laur.fihora 
2 3-)il Rocjcet Lnunchoro 
2 Dir. Chinen ?3 LMU’a 
3 RH) Chici'M 56 LKil's 

Dovilroy^d? 1 ouch 8Iran mortar 
1 each Chioom RPD $6 

13, Administrative Matters; 

Negative eomnents 

14. Special Equipment and Techni ques » 

Negative comniéntí 

15 , A.dv.i sor/CoCTiiander Analysis t 

The technique of landing on the enemy positions or as close as possible 
deiinltnly voduend the number of casualties immeasurably. Obvious Landing 
Zon*iS near tho contact area were later determined to have the 240 NVA 
Battalion in position to meet the combat assault forces. 

16. Recommendatlons/Lessons Learned» 

a. Command and Control* During the conduct of combined operations 
with Regional and Popular and ARVN units, control is extremely 
difficult unless these units are accompanied by U.S. Advisors. 

b. It is recommended that thee# units be accompanied by U.S. «dvisory 
personnel and then both tho advisor# and OWN «nit carry adequate smoke with 
which to mark friendly positions. 

This facilitates the employment of combined fire support 
ays terns (TAC air, armed helicopters, and artillery)« 

a/ 
MANUEL A. ALVES 
LTC, Infantry 

! (Vmmandinv 
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