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This report Is the ninth of a series of monthly status reports of Project 
Blue Book» Nbxvfilly eaoh report is written on or near the last of each month 
and contains a snanary of all ineldents reported daring the month ocvered by 
the report. 

Any additional information may be obtained on any incident by directing 
requests to ConBk&dding Qeneral, Air Technical Intelligenoe Center» ATTN« 
ATIAB-S Wright"Patterson Air Force Base« Ohio« 
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STATUS OF PROJECT BLUE BOOK 

t.  OTERALL STATUS 

A« General 

During the period 1 Noveaber 195!? to 3Q November I9!?£ a total of 27 
reports «ere received through AF channels* This total represents a decrease 
of 19 from the October 1953 total of Ifi reports. 

Tine not being spent on the actual evaluation of reports is being 
devoted to cataloging and reviewing reports received during the sunaer of 
1952* At the time many of these reports were received« the workload was of 
such a degree that they were given only quick preliminary screening* 

All reports received during 1952 are being cross-indexed* The cro*«*-- 
indesdng of all reports up to 51 Seconber 1951 *a8 accomplished in March 1952. 
The categories for cross-indexing are« 

1* Date 
2« Location 
3* Type of Observation (i.e.« visual« electronic;, etc.) 
h» Conclusion 

B. Briefing QLven to Personnel of the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory 

0» 23 October 1952» Col D. L. Bcvär and Capt E. J. Rappelt presented 
a briefing on Project Blue Book to a group of I4DO scientists« engineers« and 
technicians at the Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory» The briefing consisted 
of a brief history of the project« details of the present operations« and 
several recent sightings* Approximately an hour and a half was devoted to a 
question and answer period following the presentation of the briefing. 

After the briefing« the balance of the day was devoted to a t ««ting 
fd.th a group of people from the Laboratory who have shown a great de&i of 
interest in the subject of Unidentified Plying Objects. 

0»   Briefing Oiven to the OSI District Oonmanders Msoting 

The Office of Special Inrestlgations District Commanders Meeting "ma 
briefed at Kelly AFB« Texas, on 27 October 1952* Personnel from the Current 
Estimate Branch of D/I« ;iq ÜSAF and ATIC presented the briefing which stressed 
collection« analysis meths-Sa« and current situation* 

0« Proposed Changes in Air Force Letter 200-5 

A proposal for changing certain sections of Air Force Letter 200-5 
has teen written and forwarded to the Director of Intelligence. The major 
proposed change in the directive is to eUainate the presently required writ- 
ten Air Force Form 112 and to add several items to the required wire message* 

CONFIDENTIAL 
*    - 



CONFIDENTIAL 

i 

If a written report is necessary in addition to the wire* it will bo specif- 
ically requested by ATIC, 

It is believed that by eliminating the written report, a great ju&ny 
manhours can be saved on an Air FoxTje-wide basis» In some instances, the 
Form 112 has merely been a repeat of the wire, 

1» Status of Videon Camera 

Letters have been prepared and sent to Air Defense Command and Air- 
craft arid Air Communications Services (AACS) to obtain concurrence on the 
current plan to place cameras in control towers and at certain selected radar 
sites* 

F, Contractor Status 

1, Analysis of Existing Sighting Reports 

Sighting reports dated up to and including Jtne 1952 have been 
processed« accept for the reports dated 1947 and 19Uß,  all sighting reports 
up to and including March 19^2 have been evaluated« The sighting reports for 
19U7 and 19^ are not available for evaluation. As soon as the 19^7 and 19140 
reports are available and can be evaluated, all sighting reports for the years 
19l|.7 to 1951 will be ready as a group for preliminary analysis utilizing IBM 
equlpuient* 

Sighting reports for the month of July 1952 have been received« 
Because there are U50  sighting reports for July, processing them will not be 
completed until the first week in December. Evaluation of reports for the 
months of April, May, June, and July 1952 will require about six days of con- 
ference time. Conferences for the evaluation of sighting reports will be 
arranged as reports become processed in groups of 200t Each group of reports 
will require about two days of work for a cooperating researcher Blue Book 
evaluation team« 

The evaluation of 1952 reports will be more time consuming than 
was the case for earlier reports, because reports now are in mere detail and 
often consist of sightings of one object by more than one individual« 

Since October 16, 1952, it has been neoessary tc establish a 
rotation system for handling sighting reports, no more than IOC sighting re- 
ports being pe.rralttad away frcm Blue Book at any one time« Questionnaires 
and work sneats completed here must therefore be put in duplicate folders 
before sighting reports matching these questionnaires and work sneets are 
returned to WPAPB in return for unprocessed sighting reports. When evalua- 
tion conferences are held, these folders must be matched bel'ore an evaluation 
is made. The necessity for establishing a rotation systesn has caused some 
delay In progroaa« 

2« Analysis of Soil and Vegetation Samples 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

TPTO samples of vegetation and soil from Pittsburgh» Kansas» 
which were submitted by Blue Book for analysis, have been thoroughly studied. 
Examination by experts on soil and vegetation disclosed no dl fferenea between 
the two samples from the two areas where the specimens were cbtaln^d» Tests 
for radioactivity likewise showed no significant difference batweoi the two 
samples of soil and vegetation. Tests were made for beta» garuna» mid alpha 
radiation. Samples of the "Kansas" soil and the vegetation will b<i returned 
to Blue Book in the near futuru» 

3. Consultant on Astronomy 

Dr. J. Allen Hynek, of the Ohio State University« attended the 
Boston meeting of the Optical Society of America on 11 October : 952» The 
Society took cognizance this year of the many reports of unusual «erial phe~ 
nomena by inoluding threa invited papers on the subject in their citharwlse 
straightforward scientific meeting. One of the invited papers w.ui by Dr» 
0* Allen Hynek, entitled "Unusual Aerial Fhenoaena**. The other t^ro papers 
were by Dre. Uenzel and LLddell» of Harvard Observatory and the A &cmio 
Energy Coaanlssion» respectively. 

The papers of Uensel and Liddell» though differ! "g (t«iewliat in 
content» ware identical in spirit« Both papers were characterizec by the 
fact that nimerous explanations for unexplained sightings were given without 
e single reference to a specific sighting in the files of the Air Teohnioal 
Intelligence Center. Both papers preeentod a series of well-worn utatements 
as to how Jet fighters» meteors» reflections from balloons and airttraft^ and 
optical effects» such as sundogs and mirages» could givs rise to "llying 
waucsr" reports. Since there was nothing new in either of the two papers» 
the trip from this standpoint was unproductive. 

The paper by Dr. Etynsk» in essence» was to the effect ihat fly- 
ing saucers represented a science-public relations problem; i.e.» wlien a 
sighting is made by several people» at least one of whom is an expexlencad 
observer» the mutually corroborated reports are entitled to a eeientlfle 
hearing» rather than ridicule. It stressed the point that hero was \ subject 
in which the public has shown great intarest. It was reccgamended that the 
relatively few well-screened reports be dealt with speoificall] - to an« 
whether any of the causes suggested by Drs. Liddell and Menzel are avpli i^ble» 
and» if so» to make this known in these specific instances. Ox  the ether 
hand» if the suggested explanations of Drs. Liddell and Menzel do net erolain 
well-screened eases» this should also be madi known and given i'urther s^ien- 
tlflo study. 

In conclusion» it was the opinion of Dr. HSynek tJu.t lit&e was 
gained by attendance at the meeting. The results were negativ« in cha sense 
that it was eonfimed» as Dr. Hynek alraady believed» that Drs, Idddill and 
Menzel had not studied the literature and the evidence and» heics» wer» not 
qualified to speak with authority on the subject of recent sigttings of uni- 
dentified aerial phenonena* 
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An attempt to arrange a meeting by Dr. Hynek with Dr. Mensel and 
Dr. Idddall« after the meeting was over« was unsuccessful because Liddall and 
Uenzel  both bad to leave inntedlately after the meeting. 

U« Interrogation Forms 

Five hundred copies of the "ÜBS. Air Force Technical Information 
Sheet" {Vom  A and Form B) were delivered to W-P AFB on &0 October 1952. This 
questionnaire was used in place of the "Tentative Observers Data Sheet" to 
record data on all sighting reports dated after 31 March 1952. It has proved 
■ho bo more satisfactory than the previous form, especially from the standpoint 
of recording data from sighting reports in greater detail. 

Additional copies of the "U.S. Air Force Technical Infomatlon 
Sheet" can be supplied to Blue Book as needed. 

5«. Future Work 

Coding and evaluation of 1952 sighting reports will continue« A 
preliminary analysis of data on all sighting reports dated previous to 1952 
will be given to Blue Book as soon as possible after evaluation is completed 
of the 19k7  and 19^ sighting reports. 

By 10 December 1952 all sighting reports dated before 15 June 1952 
should be processed and evaluated ready for IBM analysis. Complete IBM analysis 
of all sighting reports will not bo started until all reports dated previous 
to 1953 are processed and evaluated. Because of the nature of the work required* 
and the f' -st that the number of reports for the last three months of 1952 is not 
yet knowuij no estimate can be given as to the time final IBM analysis will be- 
gin* It is hoped« if the frequency of sighting reports follows the present 
decreasing trend, that complete IBM analysis for sightings dated through 1952 
may be started by 1 February 1953« 

II. RECENT REPORTS 

The following reports are summaries of reports that were received during 
the month of November 1952. 
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Rrlona« Texas November 1952 

1«  Deaorlption of Incident 

Source supposedly picked up pieces of an exploded "flying saucer" and 
sold half the pieces to the Soviet Embeagy. He had previously notified the 
Pentagon, bat hadn't heard fro» then so he sold out to the Soviets. 

II*  Dlsgussion of Inoident 
I 

It is believed that this is a "oraokpot" report. The original report 
iras Bade to the F.B.I, and forwarded to ATIC, 

III. 
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Laredo« Te^as 3 November 195? 

i , 

to      Description of Incidsr.t 

At 1629 CST on 3 November 195?» two control tower operators at Laredo 
AF6» Texas* observed a long« elliptical« whitieh-grey object approach the 
AFi from the SB, It appeared to pause south of the bast then depart to the 
SE with an apparent burst of speed* The object was in view from 3 to 1«. 
seconds* No tail or trail was noted« 

A T-33 aircraft, was in the area but was in sight during the observation* 

The weather was given as two layers of scattered and broken clouds at 
5,000*  and 10,000»« visibility 12 miles* Wind at surface was NNE at 10 knots* 

li»  Hiseusaion of Incident 

The apparent high speed and length of time in view eliminate the possibil- 
ity of a balloon or airoraft* Uany aspects of this sighting are similar to 
the dosoriptlon of a meteor* If« however« the object came toward the tower 
(i.e*, from the report, it apparently appeared to get larger) then went away« 
it could not have been a meteor} but since the flight path of an object not 
going directly overhead is hard to judge« this approach and retreat might be 
an illusion* 

III.  Conclusion 

Possibly astronomical. 
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Vlneland» New Jersey ^ November 1952 

1»  Bsöerlptioa of Iscldsnt 

On k November 1952 a civilian woman noticed two groups of two or three 
objects moving in a SE direction at a slow speed. The observation lasted 50 
seconds and took place at 1730 EST» The objects were approximately 1+0° 
above the horlson with the observer looking S and appeared to be whirling 
like a lighted wheel, 

II.  Dleousaion of Incident 

The source states that there were scattered clouds in an unusual foma- 
tion and that she first noticed the objects between two banks of clouds« 
There is a slight possibility that the incident was caused by the afternoon 
sun reflecting off this cloud formation thereby causing a strange effect» but 
there is no way to substantiate this explanation* 

However« the report is so sketchy and inoonfdete that there is insuffi- 
cient factual data for an evaluation. Added to this is the fact that only 
one rather inexperienced source observed the phenomenon* 

III*  Obnclueion 

Insufficient data. 

I 
I I 
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Jarlbou, Halno k Noveaber 1952 

Description nf Incldont 

On h November 1952 a 8low">movlng light of varying colors was observed 
by both airborne and ground observers for a purled of four hours from 1730 
EST to 2130 EST. It was desoribed by all observers as first stationary and 
then sinking down oelow the horizon* The oolors were white» red» orange and 
blue-green. 

The object was first slgited by an Mr Force captain and 1st Lt flying 
at 2,300*  on a heading of ;$6O0 In a T-6 a/c. The light appeared at a 7 o'clock 
position« elevation approxiaetely 25°« Presque Isle AFB was contacted and sev- 
eral ground observations woro made by the senior control tower operator frott 
that base. 

II»  SJecusslon of Incident 

An incoming Northeast idrllnes flight at Presque Isle also sighted an 
object in the same relative position with many changing colors. The pilot 
stated that he thought it was a star* After thinking the sighting over» the 
crew of the T-6 as well as bhe control tower operator also came to this con- 
clusion* It is tmie that e star or planet*s light under certain base condi- 
tions will refract and charge color. The disappearance of the object below 
the horizon oan be attributed to the normal rotation of the earth* 

III.  Oonelusion 

Probably a bright atir or planet. 
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ürdlng Air Depot, Germany i* Kovember 195? 

Z«  Description of Incident 

Three airmen obssrved an object de«?cribed as being dark and oral-shapsd. 
It appeared to be tumbling end-over-end as It traveled eastward at a low speed. 
Object appeared to be low. The time of the sighting was l^OOZ* 

Weather at the time of the sighting was scattered clouds at 2«500* and 
an overcast at Ut^OO1. Winds at 1,000* were from 310° at 10 knots and at 
5,000» winds were from 300° at 6 knots. 

II.  Disoueaion of Incident 

If balloons are launched at 1500Z in Germany as they are in the U.S., 
this could very well be a balloon. The observers say it «a« traveling East 
which is with the wind* 

III«  Oonelusion 

Probably a balloon launched from the air depot. 

! ! 
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Auburn» Alabama 7 Norenbar 1952 

I*  Dascrtption of Ingldent 

CÜTlUan source reported observing s bright» circular object, stationary 
in the sky east of Auburn» Alabama» at 164.5 OST on ? Hn^nber 1952» 

Weather at the tine of the sighting was scattered clouds at IS.OCOV, 
broken clouds at 23»000*• Visibility k miles due to smoke« 

Source stated object looked like a star. 

II*  Dlsouasion of Incident 

It is possible that the object observed «as a star. At 161£ OST it Is 
dark enough to see the brighter stars« Sunset was at 16i*5 CSf. 

III.  Conclusions 

Probably a star« 

10 
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Auburn» Alabama - Columbua» Georgia 6 November 1952 

I«  Description of Incident 

At approxlDately 1715 SST on B November 1952 many jieople In the Colum- 
bus» Qeorgla» and Auburn» Alabama» area observed a silver colored spherical 
or oval shaped object* The outer edge was described as translucent and emit- 
ting a green light* There were two bright spots on the object» 

II*  Bisoussion of Incident 

Many of the sources who observed the object stated that it was a balloon« 
Sane made observations through telescopes* 

III*  Conclusions 

Probably a balloon* 
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EL Vado« New Ifeadoo 9 Kov«b«r 1952 

I.  Deaerlptlqn of Incident 

At 0105Z on 9 NüTeober 195?» a radar at £1 Vado« Haw Maxi 00« first ob- 
sejnrad a «blip*' S0e wide» 1*5 sollea and 145° from tha station« The l,iaipM 

waa eloeked at from 600 to UjOO nph as It weni; off tha «oopa at 1?0 alias• 
It soon ratunwd on the same asiauth» came to within 65 miles of the station« 
bowsrad approxLaately two mloates, turned» and want off tha soope again* It 
was observed a total of ten minutes« 

During the sighting« the frequency of tha radar sat was ehaaged 80 meg»» 
ayolaa with no apparent change in tha target« 

£t«  PLaeusalon of Incident 

Many similar types of returns have been shown to be due to certain 
pfeerle aonditions. It is vary possibla that this return waa due to weather« 

HI«  Oeneluaion 

Weather caused the unusual radar return« 
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Corlngton« Ohio 1C Kovanber 1952 

I,  Deaoriptiou of Ineidenfc 

At 1700 ESf a olTillu phoned the ATIC duty of floor to report that he 
was observing » brilliant bluish light In the sky H of his tune. 

II,  Dtseusslou of Incident 

Patterson operations« 1F-P AFB, advised the duty officer that a B-29 was 
testing photo flash equipment in the area* 

III«  Oonclttsion 

Was aircraft* 

13 
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Washington« D«C* 10 November 1952 

I,  Deacrlptlon of Incident 

Civilian souroes reported that they used g-power binoculars to observe 
two lights that appeared to be east of Washington National Airport« The 
lights ware observed at 2150 EST on 10 November 1952 for a period or one hour» 
There was no apparent movement but they grew alternately brighter and dimmer. 
The lights were close enough together to be included in the field of view of 
the binoculars« 

Weather reported to be 0-0 at Boiling AFB at 2200 E3T but source stated 
there was no fog where he was« 

II»  Dlsoussion of Incident« 

The data in the report is too sketchy for a complete evaluation» but it 
is possible two exceptionally bright stars were observed« 

III«  Conclusion 

Possibly astronomical« 

Ik 
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Lott« T«xaa U Nov«»ber 1952 

I«  Deaeriptlon of Ineident 

Two  civilian men reported obaerving two objects at 15 jD CST on 11 Novem- 
ber 1952,. The objects were described as being noof-metallls in appearanee» 
glob»»ahaped9 and of a cloud grey color« The two objeots appeared to be oon- 
neoted by a "wispy« cloud-like1* band. The objects appeared at a 75° elevation« 
20° asimuth, moving in a general ESB direction t-» sbsut 95° aaimutiti; it then 
turned NNl. 

Trie weather was clear with winds from the WNW of 13 knots at 19,000» and 
35 knots at 39*000*. 

II.  PJaousaion of Inoiclent 

Source is known to be very enthusiastic about this subject« he has made 
four sightings. 

A balloon was released Aram the James Connelly AfB at Waco« Texas« at 
1500 CST. The winds at 39*000* were from the UNIT and according to source'e 
desoriptlon« the objeot was traveling approximately with the wiisd. Lott« Texas« 
is about 30 miles SSE of Waoo and with 35 knot winds« the balloon could be in 
view at Lott kD minutes after the scheduled launch. Ko data on the length of 
time observed is given. 

IH. Conclusion 

Probably a balloon. 
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Chatham, England - Dover, England     11 November 1952 

I,  Doaeriptlon of Incident 

At 1615Z (losal time) on 11 November 1952»  approximately i|0 civilians 
observed an object whlen they reported first to be oval-shaped then changing 
to a conical shapa» then changing back to an oval shape* It disappeared In 
a bright flash* The color and apparent size and speed was not reported. 
There was no sound. The observers were located at 51e26,N-00o2+5«E. The ob- 
ject was observed to the SE and was seen several times over a five-minute 
period. 

At 1620Z on the same day, a police sergeant and 20 police recruits 
observed an object described as a slowly moving small oval "nucleus" (i.e.» 
body) brilliant reddish-white, and with a long fiery tail ten times the 
diameter of the main body. The observers were located at 51o05»N-01olö'E, 
It was first seen on the western horizon, moving to the north* The objeot 
disappeared into a heavy stratus cloud layer after being observed for ten 
minutes. 

II,  ia.sousi>iön of Incident 

A plot shows that the police that made the observation were 2k miles 
south and 29 miles west of the civilians. The civilians reported making their 
observation to the SB s d t.hs police stated that what they saw was west of 
them traveling to the north. There is a time discrepancy of five minutes in 
the reported times but this is not unusual since there could very well be 
errors in estimating the time or in a difference between two watches or clocks« 
It can be r ^sonably assumed that both parties observed the same thing* 

The data received is very sketchy but indicates that the object may hay« 
been the vapor trail of. a jet aircraft. More details on the sighting would 
be necessary before a definite conclusion can be reached, however. 

Ill*  Conclusion 

Insufficient data for evaluation* 
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Los Alamos,  New Mexico 12 Nenrember 1952 

(, 

I«  Description of Incident 

A security guard at Los Alamos reported observing four« blinking« red* 
green« and whit© or yellowish lights. The lights appeared to be statlooury 
or moving very slowly to the north» They were observed oontluuously for 16 
minutes and first seen at 2223 MST. 

The weather was CAVU. A fighter aircraft was put in readiness to aoraabl«« 
but was not scrambled since no radar contact was made» 

II.  IHseuaaion of Incident 

The time, 05332»  Is two hours and 33 minutes past the scheduled 0300Z 
weather balloon launch at Albuquerque« This balloon drifted east and was very 
probably out of the area at the time of the sighting. It is posaible that 
another weather balloon drifted into the area although In general light« on 
these balloona last only about one hour. In addition« weather balloons carry 
only one light« The low speed« absence of radar contacts« and the fact that 
the area is a prohibited flight area discount the possibility of an airoraft« 
It la also possible that a large reaearoh type balloon was in the area« al- 
though ATIC haq no such flights recorded« 

IH«  Conclusion 

Possibly a balloon. 
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Ophlm* Montana - Glasgow, Montana 13 November 1952 

I«  Deaerlptlon of Incident 

At 02^3 MST on 13 November 1952 a weather observer taking a theodolite 
reading on a weather balloon at Glasgow, Montana, reported he observed five 
oval-ahaped objects with "lights all around than" flying in a V-fomatioxu 
Each object seemed to be changing position vertically by climbing or diving, 
as if to hold formation» The speed appeared to be very fast, the total time 
of observation being 20 seconds. The reported objects came from the NW, 
went straight over the center of the town, made a 90° turn, and departed 
toward the SW» 

At 0220 MST an AC&W Station obtained an unidentified radar track begin- 
ning at i(.7ol4a»N-10ao05,W and lost it at Olhß  MST at U7o3«,»-105o05,W« The 
altitude was estimated to be 133,000* and the speed was 210 knots« 

II. Discussion of Incident 

If these data are plotted it shows that it is doubtful that the track 
observed on radar and the reported visually observed objects were the same« 
While ths radar «blip" wau going straight east, south of Glasgow (Glasgow 
being north of the radar track), the observer saw something come in from the 
Wf,  turn, and go to the SB over his position. 

Since the objects were reported directly over the observer and no sound 
was heard, it is doubtful as to whether the objects were aircraft» 

III, Conclusion 

This was not a combination radar-visual sighting of the same object. 
There are no conclusions as to the nature of the reported visual sighting. 
The radar track, however» could be due to weather. 
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Davis« California 15 November 1952 

I«  Ssscriptlon of Incident 

At 060S F'ST on 13 November x?3'2  three businessmen from Davis» California^ 
observed what they described as an Indistinct, blunt, cylindrical object, with 
a bright flame behind it« The flame color was described by one souroe as blue- 
red and by another as silver-white* It was estimated that if the object had 
been a half mile away it would have been 20' in diameter« The object was ob- 
served for 15 - 30 seconds* 

From their position at 38029'N-121037,W the object traveled through an 
aro of U50« It was of low altitude when first seen* 

The weather at 0630 PST was reported as soattered clouds at 5,000*, visi- 
bility 25 miles* Sunrise was 06U7 PST« 

11«  DJacuseion of Incident 

All phases of this fit the description of a large fireball or meteor« 

HI«  Consluaion 

Probably astronomical« 
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«itehita, Xanaas 

DasertpfeloB of Tti«id*afe 

15 MoTMb«r 1958 

At 2025 CS7 on 15 Norcnber 1952» •« AT **ior with 5>000 hoara flylag 
tits« «as engaged in watching pilot.i under his Cioaaand shoot landings In a 
B»ij7« He, another rated officer, hvd sereral idbnaen obaarred what appeared 
to be an elliptioal, blue-white light with an orange or red tail. The ob- 
ject noTed erratically at a speed greater iha» that assoeiated with a T-33 
or B-ii7» The object was first observed to the north traveling rapidly on 
a heading of about k50»  then it svddenSy appetred to stop* Vhen the object 
stopped, the orange glow appeared to be on «hat had been the leading edge 
of the object* The object moved out again on a heading of k5* to a position 
NMI of the airport, then a topped again for tiio nlnatea* It finally disap- 
peared to the north* It waa in view a total of five to ten ninutea* 

The weather was CAVU. The winds warst 

19,000i - 265V35X 

2U,U00i - 2650,AlÖK 

3U«ü00« - 265o/i|0K 

39,0U0' - 2550/4* 

II*  Dlseuaaion of Incident 

T«o lighted weather balloons were launched at 2050 GST* Alttev \c;h there 
is a discrepancy of 5 ninatea in tlwe betwaen the alighting and the t  lloon 
launches^ the description of the object, the described course, eto«, "Its 
that of a balloon* 

It is believed that the reported object «as one of the weather balloons* 

HI*  Coneluaion 

Probably a balloon* 
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Washington« D. C* 15 November 1952 

I«  Beserlptlon of Insldant 

At 02I4O EST an AF captain and his wife observed aome type of light they 
oould not identify* Their attention was called to the object by its loud 
no4.»e, described as similar to a flight of "six or JDOIM  jets at low altitude**. 
The light «as white or pale blue and passed slightly to the east of the obser- 
ver's zenith on a southerly heading. No wing tip light« were noted. After 
about seven or eight seconds the light made a left turn, then started a steep 
climb. The light went out shortly after the climb was started. 

II.  Discussion of Incident 

No follow-up was made on this incidont, however» the description could 
well be that of an F-9U aircraft with its afterburner on and flying "blacked 
out*« 

III.  Oonelusion 

Possibly aircraft. 
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Bower's Beach» Delaware 15 Kovembei 1952 

I.  Description of Incident 

Two civilian sources reported observing a "deep orange glow with inter- 
mittent white lights"• One obcerver was in Bower's Beach» Delaware» and one 
in Frederica, Delaware« Both observers saw the light generally south of their 
positions. It was first observed at about KSU5 EST and was in view for ten 
nimtes* It apparently had no lateral motion» since one observer lined up 
the object on a fixed reference point and he could not notice any motion» 

Weather at the time was scattered clouds at 600• and an overcast at 5»000'« 
Visibility was seven miles. 

II«   Dtscussion of Incident 

Since there was an overcast» any astronomical body can be ruled out« 

Aeronautical charts show that in the general direction of the sighting 
and 10-12 miles away there is a reserved air space or caution area used by the 
Navy« Some activity in this area» such as a flare» could have been seen« 

III«  Conclusion 

Possibly a flare« 
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Rhein-Kaln AFB, Germany 16 November 1952 

I»  Description of Incident 

from lolöZ  to 1900Zj the OCA radar at Rhein-Main picked up radar 
turns «hose speed varied from 100 to ISO »ph. The measured altitude« «ere 
tvaa SOO*  to 600*,    Poth GCA operators have had two years* experience* 
Ground observers were sent to location of returnst taut could not see any- 
thing in the air« 

One operator had seen a similar situation while stationed in Alaska 
and it was thought to be caused by icing conditions» 

The weather was reported as 7/8 mile visibility* light fog» oeliing 
ilOG* - 600 •, overcast, with a ground temperature of -30C. 

II,  Discussion of Incident 
■■■ii [.■■II—■ "»i    »    —I*WII« ii i mi T      inTi-r 

Th» reported maneuvers and speeds of the radar returns are similar to 
those that have occurred at Washington National Airport« 

No data on luversions are available« but similar sightings have been 
due to weather« 

III«      Coneluelon 

Returns due to weather« 
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Imperial Beach, California 16 November 1952 

I«  Peacrlptlon of Inoldent 

At 1*58 PST two duty officers at a Naval station sighted an unusual large 
orange disc of light which hovered over the water for three to four minutes 
and then proceeded upward at a high speed* The object later appeared again 
and appeared to be a large yellow ball which» when looked at through binocu- 
lars» seemed to have a bluish tinge around the edges« 

II*  DJaoussion of Incident 

At approximately this time the Navy and U.S. Weather Bureau released 
radiosonde and piball weather balloons and since the objects hovered and then 
•climbed, it is felt that either one of these caused the incident. The orange 
disc description fits here also as many times a rising balloon will catch the 
setting sun's rays and appear to be a glowing ball« 

III*  Oonelusion 

Probably a weather balloon* 
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LuBberton« North Carolina 16 lfoT«mb«r 1952 

At 1615 EST flvo olvilian» observed a bright orange, oblotig, objaot 
moving slowly across the sky« No sound «as heard* 

II.  Dlscttsaion of Incident 

A Jet aircraft was known to be in the area and flying in the same head- 
ing as the reported object. The sun shining on this aircraft undoubtedly 
accounted for the sighting. 

III.  Conclusion 

Probably aircraft. 
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UoAadre» AFB« Newfoundland 16 Kovamber 1952 

I«  Description of Ineident 

kt approximately 0015Z on 16 November 1952 two observers, a toch sergeant 
and the base OD, observed a "large, brilliant object the size of a grapefruit". 
The object appeared to be traveling very fast as it came in from the SW, made 
a 90° turn directly overhead, and disappeared in a westerly direction« As it 
laft the area it appeared to give off a brilliant "cold white light"« The 
duration of the sighting was five to six seconds» No sound was heard« 

Many other sightings of a similar nature were reported fay Air Police 
Guards earlier in the evening« 

Iioc*l radar was checked but they had carried no unknown tracks during the 
period« 

An aircraft crew reported that they had seen a meteor at 2I4OOZ while fly- 
lag into the area« 

The weather was scattered to no clouds at 2,000 >} visibility 10 miles« 

II«  DJeouseion of Incident 

There is a possibility that the reported object was the same meteor seen 
by the air ore« at SbOOZ« an error of 15 minutes is possible. Meteors, however, 
do not make 90° turns and since the turn reportedly oocurred directly over the 
observer« it is diffioult to say the turn was an illusion« There are infre- 
quent reports of fireballs "glancing" off the atmosphere« This phenomenon 
might appear to be a 90° turn« 

The object evidently was very spectacular since the OD stopped his oar, 
•hut off the ignition and go out to watch. On« observer stated that he was 
afraid the objeet «as «bout to hit him. 

Lacking data on the "odds" of ^ meteor or fireball appearing to make a 
90° türm» the objsot cannot be identified as a meteor« 

III«  Oonolu^ion 

Unknown 

J ! 
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Florence, South Carolina 17 November 1952 

I,  DeBcriptlon of Inddettt 

At 1715 EST, several observers In and near £lorenee» S.C,, observed a 
bright» elliptical-shaped object, thick in the center and tapering at tt« 
edges. It appeared to be traveling «lowly. Observers Included airport 
manager. Eastern Airlines captain (not airborne at time of sighting), a 
weather observer, radio operator, and a tower operator. 

A jet aircraft was reported due over Florence radio at the time of the 
sighting. 

II.  Discusaion of Incident 

This is another sighting that appears better than average, as far as 
sources are concerned, but again certain data are lacking. Since a jet air- 
craft was due over the area. It could have been the jet. Xt is interesting 
to note that so many widely separated sources would all report an aircraft, 
especially since they can be considered fairly reliable observers. 

III.  Conclusion 

Probably aircraft. 
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Salton Sea,   California 20 November 1952 

I«  Deacrlptior. of Incident 

The pilot of a B-50 aircraft reported observing a light that changed 
color from white to red to green. The R-50 waa flying at an altitude of 
16,000' on a heading of 275°. The time was 2005 IßT. The light was ob- 
served at U o'clock from the aircraft. At first It appeared to be sta- 
tionary then moved to the NW, disappearing as if it had been turned off. 

II.  Discussion of Incident 

Although the description of the object is similar to a star or bright 
planet, the fact that it "went out" eliminates this possibility. The sight- 
ing was an hour and five minutes after a balloon launch end normally lights 
ou balloons do not burn this long, it is not an impossibility» however. 

This report is similar to past reports that have been received from this 
are«« 

111.  Conalutdon 

Foasibly a balloon. 
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Fort. Benning, Georgia 21 November 1952 

I«  SSSS£s££a2S £a aiffiaSSIaa 

At 2120 EST on 21 November 1952 an observer» not identified in the re- 
port» observed a blue-irtiite object traveling WNV. The object was reported 
to be "the size of a golf ball". Object turned dull orange after several 
seconds and disappeared* One minute later it reappeared in the original col- 
or» turned north for approximately two minutes* then turned SSE and held this 
course until it «as out of sight. 

II.  Discussion of Incident 

The description of this object is similar to a meteor except for the 
length of time observed» over three minutes» and the disappearance» and re- 
appearance» The reported chainge in course does not fit a meteor» but since 
it mas a small change» VNW to N» it could have been an illusion. 

Another possibility is a jet aircraft. The report makes no mention of 
the location of the object in relation to the observer nor to sound. If 
the object did not pass over the source and was only seen low on the horison» 
it could have been an aircraft» 

III*  Conclusion 

Possibly aircrafb* 
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Alken, South Carolina 21 November 1952 

Ts  Daaoription of Incident 

On 21 November 1952 at 1822 EST, two heavy equipment operators working 
In the Savannah River AEG Installation observed one round, glaring red, ob~ 
.jeot, with no tall, which appeared to be traveling at high speed* The object 
faded from view in the SSE after being in sight for about 30 seconds. It 
appeared to be losing altitude when it disappeared« No sound was heard. 

II«  Dlsousalon of Incident 

The description of the roported object fits the typical fireball or 
large meteor« 

III.  Conoluslon 

Probably a i'ireball. 
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Armaridala, Virginia 2k Noverabsr 1952 

1,      Daacription of Incident 

For one hour beturaen 1830 and 1930 EST on 2U November 1952»  & olvlliaa 
couple observed a bright glowing light "the else of a baseball" to the south 
of Annandale» Virginia. The light oame north over the observers then made a 
90° turn, mien almost out of sight« it made a ISO0 turn and came back toward 
the observers« Binoculars were used to make the observation« There was no 
sound« 

The weather was CAW« 

H-*  Diseusaion of Inoidant 

This could very well have been a Jet aircraft» possibly with an afterburner» 
except for the absence of sound« The light was apparently traveling fast and 
«as large (l«e*> larger than the "pinpoint" of light made by a high flying jet)« 
If it was low enough to appear to be traveling extremely fast, it should have 
been heard since it passed nearly directly over the observers« It would be 
difficult to say it was definitely an aircraft« 

III«  Conclusion 

Possibly alroraft« 
i 
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Baat Qlandale, C Jifornla Zk  NOT mbar 1952 

I»  Deacriptlon of Incident 

At approxlmataly 13US  PST three employees of a vest-ooant aircraft plant 
observed four unidentified flying objects in fomation near Qrand Central Air 
Teminal. The objects ware described as being spherical in shape, and of 
unknown size* They ware a dull grey aluminum cole.-, and appeared to be either 
emanating light or reflecting shafts of sunlight. They first appeared in the 
NW and appeared to be on an easterly heading» At one time, i. B-25 passed be- 
tween the objects and the observers« The B-25 appeared to bn at 1500» and 
the objects seemed to be about the relative size of a naooll* on the B-2% 

The objects seemed to take on an elliptical shape, diminish in brililanoo, 
then disappear at high spaed.  Only the sound of the B-S£ iras heard. The 
sighting lasted about 1 minute. 

II.  Discussion of Incident 

These could have been a/c reflecting sunlight. The Sudden disappear- 
ance at high speed" could be duo to a change in the angle tf reflection caus- 
ing it to rapidly diminish and fcda from view. 

No data about the angles are given so no angular velocity can be estab- 
lished. 

III.  Oonolusipn 

Possibly aircraft. 
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Uhlte Sands» New Mexico 25 Noveal-jr 1952 

i i 

I»- Degsrlptlan of Inaldeat 

The following is an extract from the Monthly Intelligence Summary» White 
Sands Proving Grounds, The source is a field grade officer assigned to White 
SandBt 

"While returning to White Sands Proving Ground from Win Beaumont Hospital^ 
at approximately 2030 hours on 25 November 1952* I observed what appeared to 
be flares« or pyrotechnics* on the right side of the road« My first throught 
was that these objects were flares that were being fired by troops on a night 
project. However» shortly thereafter—a natter of seconds—I observed what 
appeared to be a flare land light in the middle of the road* about three or 
four hundred yards distant» It assumed the shape of a ball* having a green 
center» fading to a light hazy blue at the exterior. This light disappeared 
before my oar arrived at the spot. After observing this light* I thought that 
the Department of Army had a new type pyroteehnios that. I was not familiar 
with that they were using on a night problem. Approximately three to five 
minutes later I observed a light* or series of lights* approaohing from the 
right side of the'road* in the heavens* at an altitude of about three to five 
hundred feet and between i/'ü and 1/2 mile distant. I thought that probably* 
in oonJunction with thta night problem* this was an airborne drop of troops. 
I first thought it might be a C-119 or a 0-125. However* this objeot made a 
right hand turn abov the road and then disappeared at an angle of approxLmato» 
ly 90° straight into the sky. I cannot state whether it was a plane or a type 
of aircraft. I can merely state that there were two rows of what appeared to 
be windows* brilliantly lighted* and I would estimate that they were five to 
six feet in height and six to eight windows in each of the two rows. After 
this object disappeared* I stopped my ear and got out to see if I could see a 
plane but oould see nothing. I turned off the motor on my ear to see if I 
oould hear the motors of a plane* but I could near no sound* I then proceeded 
to White Sands Proving Ground." 

II.  SliSSSSkSS 0^ Incident 

It is possible that the objeot was an aircraft except that from the des- 
cription it appeared to be low if it were an aircraft* and evideutalily no 
sound was heard. Ho follow-up investigation was made and since additional data 
are needed no evaluation can be made« 

III.  Conclusion 

Insufficient data for evaluation« 
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!   l! Canal Zone 25-26 November 1952 

I«  Deaorlptitm of Ineidens 

From 1ÖO0Z to 2314.9z on 25 November 1952, two unidentified objects nere 
tracked on gun-laying radar* The objects flew at an estimated speed of 275 
knots and varied altitude between 1,000* and 28,000', The area was put on a 
yellow alert after all known air traffic had been checked» Four aircraft 
were scrambled for visual search, but had no success« 

At one time, 2330Z, an AF major observed a glowing yellow light travel- 
ing rapidly from east to west near France AFB« At the time of this visual 
sighting, the radar had the target in the France AFB area« Other reports of 
visual sightings were received, however, further Investigation showed these 
to be the alroraft that had been scrambled for the attempted interoept* 

Weather showed two inversion layers In the area, but the report states 
the possibility of weather causing the targets was cheoked before the yellow 
alert was called« 

II, Disousaion of Incident 

Although the report on this inoidant is complete, there is still not 
enough data to make a complete analysis« The faot that inversions were noted 
raises the possibility of weather phenomena causing the targets« 

III«  Gonolusion 

Radar returns probably due to weather« 
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Qooae Bay» Newfoundland 26 November 1952 

I«  BsseriptloB of Incident 

At O23OZ (2230 local tine) an F-S^U crow attenptsd to intercept a bright 
orange and red light» the light had no definite shape. Ihe intercept was 
unsuccessful in that the object seemed to keep the same distance from the 
F-9ii* The F-9k was on a 180° heading from Goose AEb, No radar either air- 
borne or ground was made« 

The weather was CAVU. 

II*  Discussion of Incident 

The report states that all aircraft in the area were accounted for* 
There is no reason to believe» however» that the F-9U was observing a bright 
«tar or planet« This has occurred several times in the past* The fact that 
the light- appeared to stay the same distance from the aircraft is oharaoter- 
istio of a "star chase**. 

Ill»  Oonolusiori 

Possibly an astronomical body* 
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SB of Presoott, Arisona 27 November 1952 

.*-. 9 SeseriptloR of Incident 

While on a flight from El Paso, Texas, to Nallis AFB, Nevada« in a B-26 
aircraft, an AF It colonel and his crew chief observed four quick bursts of 
black smoke in tandem, directly ahead of their aircraft and at their altitude* 
The time was 1210 P3T, After about 2 minutes, three mor« bursts appeared then 
three more« At 1210 PST, three more puff a were seen to the left of their 
course and ahead, with three more appearing at 9 o'clock» At this time, the 
pilot made a 90° turn to the left« The puffs of smoke continued as the B-26 
made several turns in the area« Once the puffs of smoke would have bracketed 
the a/c had it continued on course. At one time, the pilot flew close co the 
puffs and they appeared to be, yellowish in color and about 20' in diameter« 
Exceedingly rough air was noted close to the smoke puffs« 

The entire incident lasted 20 minutes« 

II«  Discuasion of Incident 

The description of the smoke puffs would lead one to believe that the 
B-26 had enoounterod flak-. The area of the encounter was far from any tar- 
get area, however, and adnee the a/c was only at 10,000> under VFR conditions« 
it is doubtful that even if it were in a practice area it would be continually 
fired upon« 

III«  Conclusion 

unknown 
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DeQulhey* Louisiana 27 Uovember 1952 

I*  Description of Incident 

On 27 November 1952 at 2015 CST a woman reported seeing a "round ani/or 
pyramidal shaped object with a bright reddlsu-plnk color". At first It waa 
stationary, than It began to moire up and down« It was observed for 2 1/2 
howfs* 

II»  msoussion of Incident 

Although no angles are given so an almanac can be checked. It is highly 
probable this lady was 1 poking at a planet or star« 

III.  Conclusion 

Probably astronomical body« 

37 

CONFIDENTIAL 
n 

■ 



) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

1, 

Ogden, Utah 28 Ncnrember 1952 

1,      Description of Inciderit 

T*ro pilots In a X-35 aircraft flying at 20,000« reported observing an 
object trailing a long amber-rose colored stream.    Hie time of sighting was 
I9I1.5 PST,  28 November 1952, and lasted for 20 minutes.    The object appeared 
to tie wavering slightly from side to side and remaining in a fixed position 
until the 'IV-35 passed it, then it appeared to pick up speed* 

II, DLsoussion of Incident 

At 17145 PST the sun would be in a position to illuminate a vapor trail 
almilar to the way the sun lights or colors clouds in a sunset» 

III*      Conclusion 

Probably ar aircraft« 
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Washington« D. C. 30 November 1932 

I 
I«  Deecrlptlon of Incident 

Source reported two stationary lights over Washington» D. 0.» at £230 
EST on 30 November 1952« Scarce "called from a bar and grill and sounded 
Incoherent. ** The lights remained for several minutes then disappeared« An 
aircraft with both landing lights on appeared in the same looatlon shortly 
afterward« 

II«  Discussion of Incident 

Doubtful souree calling from doubtful location« 

111*  Conclusion 

Probably aircraft« 
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Vrashlngton, 0. C. 50 November 1952 

1«  Description of Incident 

At 0050 EST on 50 November 1952f the CM radar at Washington National 
Airport again began to show "blips'1 similar to those In July 1932»    They 
showed the same pattern and behavic as (before with speeds of 90-100 mph nith 
maneuvers identical to normal aircraft exoept for sporadic appearances and 
disappearances* The "blips" continued for an unspecified period of time« 
Aii-craft in the area were alerted but could see nothing. 

The weather included light snow* 
was or was not an inversion* 

No mention was made of whether there 

"Blips" similar to the ones reported were seen on the previous night 
(29 November 1932),    The weather at that time was CAVU with no inversion* At 
this Mme, the targets appeared over Andrews AFB but could not be seen from 
the g ound. 

II*  DLscussion of Incident 

Ai stated above» this report la similar to the ones reported from the 
Washington National Airport Tower* In these there was a great deal of die- 
oussionas to the effects of inversions on radar* 

III *  Oonclualon 

Non* 
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