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(57) ABSTRACT

A system for determining polarization profiles of points in a
scene from video frames using Stokes parameters includes a
scene having a region that emits scene light rays that
correspond to the points in the scene, a color filter, a Stokes
filter that includes a rotating retarder having angular posi-
tions Q, and a first linear polarizer having a transmission
axis, a correlator that emits a correlator light ray, and that
comprises a uniform light source, a second linear polarizer,
and a fixed retarder, a video camera having a video frame,
and a computer system. The scene light rays and the
correlator light ray are substantially simultaneously trans-
mitted through the color filter and the Stokes filter to the
video camera, images corresponding to the scene light rays
and the correlator light ray are projected onto respective
pixels in the video frame and recorded as two-dimensional
(2-D) arrays, and when the transmission axis of the first
linear polarizer is fixed, the images corresponding to the
scene light rays and the correlator light ray from four unique
ones of the angular positions £ of the rotating retarder are
used by programming in the computer system to calculate
respective Stokes parameters of the points in the scene.

8 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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1
SYSTEM FOR DETERMINING STOKES
PARAMETERS

GOVERNMENT INTEREST

The invention described here may be made, used and
licensed by and for the U.S. Government for governmental
purposes without paying royalty to us.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention generally relates to a system and
method for determining Stokes parameters.

2. Background Art

The Stokes method provides a seminal method for the
determination of a state of polarization of a beam of light
using measurable quantities. The Stokes method includes
the process of measuring four intensities of the light beam.
Each measurement corresponds to the intensity of the light
beam after the light beam passes through each of four
different filter system arrangements. The four Stokes param-
eters, by convention, are generally designated S, S|, S,, and
S;. The four Stokes parameters are derived from the four
measured light beam intensities, and form a four-element
column vector in four-dimensional mathematical space.

Since the discovery of the Stokes method in 1852, many
conventional filter systems based on the Stokes method have
been developed. Typically, in conventional approaches four
separate, unique images are used to calculate the Stokes
parameters for each element in a scene. A manually rotated
retarder and a linear polarizer are used in conventional
approaches to obtain the data used for determining the
Stokes parameters.

However, the conventional approaches of using the
Stokes parameters for acquiring polarization information
from images have the deficiencies of sometimes having
errors in temporal registration and in spatial registration. The
temporal registration errors occur because of the capture
time differential to generate separate images in conventional
approaches. The capture time differential can affect polar-
ization measurements that are taken outdoors when chang-
ing sun position, cloud position, and the like change the
intensity or the polarization state of the light entering the
filter system. Indoors (e.g., in a laboratory), temperature,
atmospheric pressure, and density or concentration of varia-
tions associated with scene elements can change the polar-
ization state of the light entering the filter system during the
time duration used to record four separate images.

Spatial registration errors can occur when conventional
approaches are used whenever the scene is imaged onto the
image plane of the camera from different positions. For
example, when four adjacent lenses are used to simulta-
neously image the scene on the image plane of the camera,
each lens will obtain an image of the scene from a slightly
different perspective. As such, the four images will be
different, and spatial errors can occur.

Thus, there exists a need and an opportunity for an
improved system and an improved method for the determi-
nation of polarization profiles of points in a scene from video
frames. Such an improved system and method may over-
come one or more of the deficiencies of the conventional
approaches.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the present invention may provide an
improved system and an improved method for the determi-
nation of polarization profiles of points in a scene from video
frames. The present invention generally reduces or elimi-
nates temporal errors and spatial errors when compared to
conventional approaches for determining Stokes parameters.
The present invention generally comprises a correlator, a
color filter, a motorized rotating retarder, a linear polarizer,
and a video camera.

The correlator generally comprises a uniform light source,
a linear polarizer, and a birefringent material. The correlator
generally associates a particular video frame with a corre-
sponding position of a fast axis of the rotating retarder.

Light from points in a scene are generally transmitted
through the system and exit from the system having respec-
tive intensities that may be uniquely attenuated for each
wavelength of the light. A narrowband color filter is gener-
ally used to select a particular wavelength. The respective
attenuated intensities in each of four scene-images are used
to calculate the Stokes parameters for selected points in the
scene for the selected wavelength.

The system and method of the present invention may
express the Stokes parameters explicitly as a function of
wavelength. As such, the present invention may overcome
the deficiency of the different phase differential for each
individual wavelength that is introduced by the retarder in
conventional approaches.

A polarization standard that generally comprises a linear
polarizer and a circular polarizer of known azimuth and
ellipticity angle may be included in the imagery to provide
testing for the introduction of pseudo polarization param-
eters. The Stokes parameters may be calculated for each
point in the scene.

A unique pseudo-color scheme that utilizes a Poincare
sphere may be used to encode and display polarization
parameters. The pseudo-color scheme generally associates
the respective red-green-blue (RGB) values of an image
with normalized values of the Stokes parameters.

The present invention generally provides for obtaining the
four Stokes parameters more rapidly when compared with
conventional approaches. The present invention may pro-
vide for the generation of video images having changing
polarization, and may reduce, minimize or eliminate spatial
and temporal registration errors when compared to conven-
tional approaches.

According to the present invention, a system for deter-
mining polarization profiles of points in a scene from video
frames using Stokes parameters is provided. The system
comprises correlator that emits correlator light rays, and that
comprises a uniform light source, a fixed linear polarizer,
and a fixed retarder, a scene having a region that emits scene
light rays that correspond to the points in the scene, a color
filter, a Stokes filter that includes a rotating retarder and a
linear polarizer having a fixed transmission axis, a video
camera having a video frame, and a computer system. The
scene light rays and the correlator light rays are substantially
simultaneously transmitted through the color filter and the
Stokes filter to the video camera. Images corresponding to
the scene light rays and the correlator light rays are projected
onto respective pixels in the video frame and recorded as
two-dimensional (2-D) arrays. The images corresponding to
the scene light rays and the correlator light rays from four
unique angular positions Q of the rotating retarder are used
by programming in the computer system to calculate respec-
tive Stokes parameters of the points in the scene.
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Further, according to the present invention, a method of
reducing spatial and temporal errors in polarization profiles
of points in a scene from video frames using Stokes param-
eters is provided.

The above features, and other features and advantages of
the present invention are readily apparent from the following
detailed descriptions thereof when taken in connection with
the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of an optical system according to the
present invention;

FIG. 2 is a diagram of a correlator according to the present
invention;

FIG. 3 is a diagram of a Stokes filter according to the
present invention;

FIG. 4 is a plot of an example of a calibration curve of the
correlator of FIG. 2; and

FIG. 5 is a plot of an example relationship between light
beam intensities and video frame number.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT(S)

With reference to the Figures, the preferred embodiments
of the present invention will now be described in detail.
Generally, the present invention provides an improved sys-
tem and an improved method for the determination of
polarization profiles of points in a scene from video frames
using Stokes parameters. Light originating from a correlator
may be transmitted through a color filter, a motorized
rotating retarder, a linear polarizer, and may be focused onto
a video frame of a video camera. Light from a scene and a
polarization standard may also be transmitted through the
color filter, the motorized rotating retarder, and the linear
polarizer, and may be focused onto the same video frame of
the video camera as the light from the correlator.

The present invention may reduce or eliminate temporal
registration errors when compared to conventional
approaches for using Stokes parameters by implementing a
precision motor for the rotation of the retarder in connection
with the implementation of a polarization standard. Because
positive ellipticity is generally introduced into the imagery
when the light increases between exposures and negative
ellipticity is generally introduced into the imagery when the
light decreases between exposures, the present invention
may include the polarization standard in the scene to deter-
mine the validity of the data. The polarization standard
generally comprises a linear polarizer and a circular polar-
izer.

The present invention may reduce or eliminate spatial
registration errors when compared to conventional
approaches by implementing a single lens for imaging onto
the image plane of the video camera.

The system and method of the present invention generally
provide for determining polarization profiles of a scene. The
present invention generally comprises the polarization cali-
bration standard, the correlator, the motorized rotating
retarder, the first linear polarizer, and the video camera in
connection with a Stokes filter. The polarization calibration
standard generally comprises a calibrated linear polarizer
and a calibrated circular polarizer.

The correlator generally comprises a uniform light source,
a linear polarizer, and a birefringent material (i.e., an opti-
cally anisotropic material such as calcite and quartz that
generally provides the splitting of a light wave into two
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transmitted waves having different velocities). The correla-
tor generally correlates a particular video frame with a
corresponding position of a fast axis of the motorized
rotating retarder.

The Stokes filter generally comprises the motor (generally
a precision speed motor) for rotation of a retarder, and a
fixed (i.e., non-rotating) linear polarizer. The present inven-
tion generally calculates the four Stokes parameters (i.e., the
parameters S,, S;, S,, and S;) for each individual image
pixel using four two-dimensional (2-D) images from the
video camera and appropriate polarization determination
equations.

Light from two independent sources (e.g., the scene and
the correlator) may be substantially simultaneously trans-
mitted through a color filter and through the Stokes filter.
The Stokes filter generally comprises the motorized rotating
retarder and the fixed linear polarizer. The light that exits the
Stokes filter has generally been attenuated by the Stokes
filter and may be recorded using the video camera. The video
camera generally includes a charge coupled device (CCD)
array of light receptors that operate to form respective pixels
of a video frame.

The Stokes filter generally determines the intensity (i.e.,
level, amount, amount, etc.) of the attenuation to the light
transmitted through the system of the present invention. The
present invention may generate uniquely attenuated images
of the uniform light source from the correlator and the light
from the scene on each video frame.

The attenuated images of the uniform light source from
the correlator generally occupy a relatively small area of the
total pixel area of each frame. The attenuated images of the
correlator uniform light source may preferably be located
along the perimeter of each frame. The image pixels related
to the polarization standard may also be preferably located
along the perimeter of each frame.

Also according to the present invention, a computer (e.g.,
processor, microprocessor, controller, etc.) may be imple-
mented with appropriate programming (e.g., software, firm-
ware, and the like) stored in suitable memory (e.g., RAM,
PROM, EPROM, EEPROM, flash memory, and the like) to
perform processes (i.e., instructions, routines, algorithms,
steps, blocks, methods, operations, equations, etc.) including
a cropping (e.g., editing) process for the selection of corre-
sponding elements from each frame containing images of
the uniform light source from the correlator. A calibration
equation may also be implemented via the computer pro-
gramming to convert respective pixel values to optical
densities, and the optical densities may be converted to
relative intensities.

The computer programming may further include instruc-
tions directed to a process for computing (i.e., calculating,
determining, etc.) a mean intensity value for each cropped
image containing light from the correlator, and to determine
the frame that contains a minimum intensity value. The
frame containing the minimum intensity value may be
associated with an orientation of the fast axis of the motor-
ized retarder.

Each scene image generally comprises a rectangular array
of pixel values (i.e., a matrix) that corresponds to the
attenuated intensities of the light that is transmitted through
the Stokes filter (i.e., through the motorized rotating retarder
and the fixed linear polarizer). The calibration equation
generally converts respective pixel values to optical densi-
ties and to relative intensities.

Four unique scene images are generally selected as the
basis for calculation of the Stokes parameters for each pixel
in the scene. Polarization parameters including the degree of
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polarization, polarization azimuth angle, and polarization
ellipticity angle may be calculated for each pixel using the
Stokes parameters associated with each pixel value. A
unique pseudo-color scheme that utilizes the Poincare
sphere may be used for encoding and displaying polarization
parameters in the scene.

The present invention generally provides for the associa-
tion of red-green-blue (RGB) values with normalized values
of the Stokes parameters. The present invention generally
provides for close to (i.e., nearly, substantially, etc.) real time
generation of video images having changing polarization
values. The total time duration to acquire four unique images
of a scene is generally governed by (i.e., corresponds to, is
related to, etc.) the frame rate of the video camera and the
rotational speed rating (e.g., RPM rating) of the retarder
motor. When the calculated polarization parameters that are
obtained from the polarization standard fail to match the
respective known values, temporal registration errors or
improper conditioning may have occurred and the data is
generally considered invalid.

The system and method of the present invention may be
advantageously implemented in connection with any appro-
priate wavelength of light (e.g., visible, infrared, ultraviolet,
etc.). The system and method of the present invention may
be advantageously implemented in connection with any
appropriate video recording protocol or format (e.g., analog,
digital, etc.). The computer programming of the present
invention may be configured to provide for processing that
includes cropping (editing), curve fitting, mathematical cal-
culations, manipulation of video frames, pseudo-coloring of
polarization parameters, and conversion of images into at
least one standard format.

Referring to FIGS. 1-3, in combination, diagrams illus-
trating a system 35, and components thereof, of the present
invention are shown. The system 35 may be implemented as
a system for the determination of polarization profiles of
points in a scene 1 from video frames 13 using Stokes
parameters (i.e., the parameters S,, S, S,, and S;). The
system 35 of the present invention generally provides at
least one system and method for obtaining polarization
profiles from a video camera 37. The system 35 of the
present invention generally produces (i.e., generates, pro-
vides, etc.) a sufficient number of unique scene images 14 to
obtain (i.e., generate, calculated, determine, etc.) the respec-
tive four Stokes parameters in nearly (i.e., with very insig-
nificant time delay, almost, about, approximately, etc.) real
time.

The total time duration to obtain the four images generally
used to obtain the four Stokes parameters S,, S;, S,, and S,
for each pixel in the scene is generally regulated by the
rotational speed (e.g., revolutions per minute, RPM) of a
motorized, rotating retarder (motor not shown) 7 and the
frame rate (e.g., frames per second, FPS) of the video
camera 37.

The system 35 generally comprises a correlator 3, a color
filter 5, a Stokes filter 34 and the video camera 37. The
system 35 generally is used in connection with a scene 1
having a horizontal axis, X, and a vertical axis, y (a z axis is
generally mutually perpendicular to the x and y axes). The
system 35 generally further comprises a polarization stan-
dard 26 that is implemented in connection with the scene 1.
A user (e.g., operator, etc.) of the system 35 generally desires
to obtain polarization information regarding elements of the
scene 1.

The Stokes filter 34 generally comprises a rotating
retarder (e.g., the retarder 7), and a first linear polarizer 9.
The retarder 7 generally comprises an optically transparent,
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birefringent material such as quartz. However, the retarder 7
may be implemented using any appropriate birefringent
material to meet the design criteria of a particular applica-
tion. The fast axis of the retarder 7 is generally not visible.
The retarder 7 is generally implemented as a precision
motorized (motor not shown), rotating retarder. The motor is
generally implemented having precise rotational speed con-
trol such that the angular velocity and angular acceleration
of the retarder 7 are controlled within predetermined limits
to meet the design criteria of a particular application.

As shown in detail in connection with FIG. 2, the corr-
elator 3 generally comprises a uniform light source 16, a
linear polarizer 18 and a retarder 21. The retarder 21 is
generally fixed (i.e., non-rotating). The retarder 21 may be
implemented using the same material as the retarder 7. The
retarder 21 is generally implemented having substantially
the same physical (e.g., optical) properties as the retarder 7.
The horizontal axis (e.g., x) and the vertical axis (e.g., y)
(and mutually perpendicular z axis) of the correlator 3 may
be substantially the same as the respective horizontal axis, x
and vertical axis, y, (and z axis) of the scene 1.

Returning to FIG. 1, the video camera 37 generally
comprises a lens 11 and a video frame 13 that generally
includes a scene image 14, a correlator image 15, and
polarization standard images 39, 40. The video frame 13
generally comprises an array of charge coupled device
(CCD) receptors that may correspond to pixels in the scene
1. However, the video frame 13 may be implemented using
any appropriate receptors to meet the design criteria of a
particular application. The polarization standard 26 gener-
ally comprises a linear polarizer 27 and a circular polarizer
28. The polarization standard 26 is generally implemented in
a region of the scene 1 peripheral to points that the user
desires to generate corresponding polarization profiles.

A region of the scene 1 generally presents (i.e., emanates,
sends, projects, emits, etc.) rays (i.e., beam, light, etc.) 2 that
may be received by (i.e., transmitted to) the color filter 5.
The ray 2 may be a scene ray. The user of the system 35
generally desires the polarization parameters related to (cor-
responding to) the region of the scene 1 that presents the rays

The filter 5 may present a respective ray 6 to the retarder
7. The retarder 7 may present a respective ray 8 to the first
linear polarizer (i.e., Stokes filter linear polarizer) 9. The
linear polarizer 9 may present a respective ray 10 to the lens
11. The lens 11 may present a respective ray 12 to the video
frame 13 as the respective scene image 14. Light rays are
generally presented in the z axis in the system 35.

As shown in FIG. 2, in connection with the correlator 3,
the uniform light source 16 generally presents a ray 17 to the
second linear polarizer (i.e., correlator linear polarizer) 18.
The linear polarizer 18 may present a respective ray 20 to the
second retarder (i.e., non-rotating, fixed, correlator retarder)
21. The retarder 21 (and thus the correlator 3) may present
a respective ray 23. The ray 23 may be a correlator ray. The
ray 23 is generally transmitted through the Stokes filter 34
to the video camera 37 similarly to the ray 2 from the scene
1, and may form a respective correlator image (e.g., the
correlator image 15) on the video frame 13. The image 15
may be integral to (i.e., projected on) a region peripheral to
the scene image 14.

Returning again to the FIG. 1, in connection with the
polarization standard 26, the linear polarizer (i.e., the polar-
ization standard linear polarizer) 27 may present a ray 29
and the circular polarizer (i.e., the polarization standard
circular polarizer) 28 may present a ray 30. The rays 29, 30
are generally a polarization standard linear polarizer ray and
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a polarization standard circular polarizer ray, respectively.
The rays 29, 30 are generally transmitted through the Stokes
filter 34 (i.e., through the retarder 7 and the linear polarizer
9) and the camera 37 (i.e., through the lens 11) to the video
frame 13, and may form respective polarization standard
images 39, 40 on the video frame 13. The image 39 generally
corresponds to the ray 29 and the image 40 generally
corresponds to the ray 30. The images 39, 40 may be integral
to a peripheral region of the scene image 14.

The present invention generally obtains the four Stokes
parameters for each pixel in the scene 1 by associating the
position of the fast axis of the retarder 7 with a known video
frame using the correlator 3. Because the four unique images
used to determine the Stokes parameters are not acquired
instantaneously (i.e., not substantially simultaneously), the
polarization standard 26 may be implemented to provide for
testing the validity of recorded data (e.g., recorded versions
of the video frame 13).

Data is generally rejected as invalid when the polarization
parameters of the standard (e.g., polarization parameters that
correspond to the polarization standard images 39, 40) such
as degree of polarization, azimuth angles, and ellipticity
angles, fail to correspond to respective known (e.g., prede-
termined, expected, etc.) values (e.g., amounts, levels, etc.).
The respective known values are generally obtained (i.e.,
measured, predetermined, etc.) in a laboratory under con-
trolled lighting and other relevant parameter conditions.

As shown in FIG. 2, the light ray 17 travels from the
uniform light source 16 and is transmitted through the linear
polarizer 18. A transmission axis 19 of the linear polarizer 18
generally makes an angle, o, with the x-axis and the x-z
plane. The exiting attenuated light from the linear polarizer
18 (e.g., the ray 20) is generally transmitted through the
retarder 21. The retarder 21 may have a fast axis 22 that
generally makes an angle, §, with the x-axis and the x-z
plane. The retarder 21 generally causes a phase difference,
0, between components of any given light wave passing
therethrough. The phase difference, o, generally has a dif-
ferent value for different wavelengths of light. In particular,
the following relationship generally describes the phase
difference, o, for quartz.

Phase difference,0=(a/2)*((h,~50.876)/(A-50.876)) (Equation 1)
where A is any visible wavelength, and A, is a particular
wavelength that produces, o=n/2, and is sometimes called
the tuned wavelength.

The exiting attenuated light from the retarder 21 (i.e., the
ray 23), generally leaves the correlator 3 as elliptically
polarized light. The normalized Stokes parameters for the
ray 23 can be expressed in terms of «, B, and o as follows.

So=1
Si=cos 2(p-a)cos 2p+sin 2(B—a)sin P cos &
S2=cos 2(p-a)sin 2p-sin 2(P-a)cos 2f cos ©

Sy=sin(p-a)sin & (Equation 2)

When the wavelength, A, of the ray 20 equals the tuned
wavelength, A, of the retarder 21, the phase difference,
o=m/2 radians (or 90 degrees). Also, when =45 degrees and
p=0 degrees, the Stokes parameters for the ray 23 are
generally {S,, S, S,, S;}={1, 0, 0, -1}, and the light ray 23
may be left circularly polarized light. One skilled in the art
would understand that appropriate phase differences may be
determined for other wavelengths of light in a similar
manner.
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As the ray 23 exits the correlator 3, the ray 23 is generally
transmitted through the color filter 5 as illustrated in FIG. 1.
The exiting light (e.g., the ray 6 or similar rays), is generally
transmitted through the motorized rotating retarder 7. The
retarder 7 generally causes a phase difference, €, between
components of any given light wave passing therethrough.
The phase difference, €, generally has a different value for
different wavelengths of light. In particular, the relationship
when quartz is implemented as the birefringent material in
the retarder 7 is generally as follows.

Phase difference,e=(1/2)* ((h—50.876)/(A-50.876)) (Equation 3)

One skilled in the art would understand that appropriate
relationships may be derived for other birefringent materials
(i.e., materials other than quartz). Any appropriate other
birefringent materials may be implemented in the present
invention to meet the design criteria of a particular appli-
cation.

Referring to FIG. 3, the retarder 7 may have a fast axis 24
that may be oriented at an angle, €2, with respect to the x-axis
and the x-z plane. In one example, each revolution per
minute (RPM) of the retarder 7 may cause the fast axis 24
to rotate 6 degrees per second.

The exiting attenuated light from the retarder 7 (e.g., the
ray 8) is generally transmitted through and attenuated by the
linear polarizer 9. The linear polarizer 9 generally has a
transmission axis 25 oriented at an angle, 0, with respect to
the x-axis and the x-z plane. The relative intensity, I, of the
exiting light ray 10 can be expressed in terms of M, 6, and
€ and the respective Stokes parameters, Sy, S;, S,, and S;,
for the light ray 6 as follows (e.g., per Equation (4)).

1(22,0,6)=0.5{Sy+(cos 26-sin 2Q sin 2(R-6)(1-cos
€)S;

+(sin 2Q cos 2(Q-0)-cos 2Q sin 2(QR-06)cos €)S,—

sin 2(Q-6)sin €Sz, (Equation 4)

The expression, I1(Q, 0, €), generally denotes (i.e., refers
to, represents, etc.) an intensity measurement corresponding
to a particular set of values for €2, 0, and e.

Referring to FIG. 4, a plot 60 of Equation 4 when {S, S,
S,,851={1,0,0, -1}, 8=0, and e=m/2 radians (or 90 degrees)
is shown. The minimum intensity value of the plot 60
generally occurs when the fast axis 24 of the motorized
retarder 7 is oriented at an angle, Q=135 degrees with
respect to the x-axis and the x-z plane. The exiting attenu-
ated light from the retarder 7 and the linear polarizer 9 (e.g.,
the ray 10 presented by the Stokes filter 34) is generally
transmitted through the video camera lens 11. The image 14
of the scene is generally focused onto the video frame 13.

Referring back to FIGS. 1 and 3, light from the scene 1
(e.g., the ray 2) is generally incident upon the color filter 5.
The light exiting from the filter 5 (e.g., the ray 6) may be
transmitted through the motorized rotating retarder 7. The
exiting light from the retarder 7 (e.g., the ray 8) may be
transmitted through and attenuated by the linear polarizer 9.
The linear polarizer 9 may have a transmission axis 25 that
is oriented at the angle, 0, with respect to the x-axis and the
x-z plane. The exiting light from the linear polarizer 9 (e.g.,
the ray 10) may be transmitted through the video camera
lens 11. The image 14 of the scene 1 is generally focused (or
projected) onto the video frame 13.

All of the video frames (e.g., the video frames 13) are
generally downloaded into a computer system (not shown).
The images 13 may be stored (e.g., written to memory, held,
etc.) for processing by the computer (e.g., controller, pro-
cessor, etc.) using appropriate programming. Computer pro-
gramming is generally stored on appropriate media (i.e.,
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memory such as RAM, ROM, PROM, etc., not shown) in
the computer system, and, in one example, implemented to
crop selected (e.g., chosen, picked, etc.) corresponding
picture elements (pixels) from each 2-D image 13. The pixel
values of each video image 13 (e.g., the image 14) may form
a matrix, M.

Correlation of the angular position of the fast axis 24 of
the retarder 7 with frame 13 numbers generally uses inten-
sity measurements, i. Because the Stokes parameters also
generally use intensity, |, measurements, and the CCD array
in the video camera 37 generally records RGB values, %, a
relationship between x and i is generally obtained for the
CCD array of all recoded frames 13. In one example, a
calibration method for obtaining the relationship between x
and I is to pass a beam (or ray) of light through neutral
density filters of different optical densities, y, and to record
(or otherwise determine) an average x value for each respec-
tive y value. One of ordinary skill in the art would under-
stand that the x and y of the intensity, i, relationship (e.g.,
Equations 5-7 below) is generally different from the relative
directions x and y. Curve-fitting (e.g., as performed using
programming via the computer system) generally yields y as
a function of x as follows.

y=fx)

Because some CCD arrays may be implemented as multi-
channel arrays, a relationship between RGB values, x, and
optical densities, y, is generally obtained for each channel.
The optical density, v, is generally related to the intensity, I,
using the relationship as follows.

(Equation 5)

=107 (Equation 6)

The equation 5 may be substituted into the equation 6 to
yield a CCD calibration relationship as follows.

=107 (Equation 7)

Using the equation 7, each pixel value, %, in each of the
matrices M, M,, M; . .. Mn can be converted to a respective
intensity value in new intensity matrices I, I,, I; .. . L.

To obtain the Stokes parameters for each point in the
scene 1, a correlation between the angular position of the
fast axis 24 of the rotating retarder 7 and video frame
numbers is generally obtained. The correlation between the
angular position of the fast axis 24 and video frame numbers
may be performed by calculating a mean values for the
intensity matrices I;, I,, I . . . I, for all video frames that
specifically relate to the uniform light source 16 of the
correlator 3 (e.g., that relate to the images 15).

The computer system may have programming that may be
implemented to determine (i.e., calculate, select, choose,
etc.) that frame 13 containing the minimum intensity, i.
Using a calibration curve such as the plot 60, the frame 13
containing the minimum intensity, i, is generally associated
with a specific orientation, Q, of the fast axis 24 of the
retarder 7.

Referring to FIG. 5, a plot 62 illustrating the intensities I,
1,, 15 ... L, as a function of video frame number for the mean
intensities that relate to a correlator that produces (e.g.,
generates, yields, etc.) circularly polarized light is shown.
The plot 60 illustrates a minimum intensity that occurs for
Q=135 degrees. The plot 62 illustrates that a frame 25
contains a minimum. As such, Q=135 degrees for the frame
25.

When, in one example, the frame rate of the video camera
37 is 30 frames per second and the retarder 7 has a rotational
rate of 25 RPM, the retarder 7 generally rotates 5 degrees per
video frame. As such, minimum intensities generally occur
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at every 36 frames (i.e., at every 180 degrees or m radians).
Under the conditions for the example, €2 =135 degrees for
the frames 25, 61, 97, and so forth, Q=140 degrees for the
frames 26, 62, 98, and so forth, and similar values for Q and
the respective frames may be determined for any desired
intensities. One skilled in the art would understand that
appropriate relationships may be derived for other retarder 7
rotational speeds and video camera 37 frame rates to meet
the design criteria of a particular application. Any appropri-
ate other birefringent material may be implemented in the
present invention to meet the design criteria of a particular
application.

When a correlation is established (i.e., calculated, deter-
mined, etc.) between intensities, 1, and angular position, Q,
for video frames (e.g., the frames 13) that comprise scene
images (e.g., the images 14), the parameters I(€2, 0, €), &, 0,
and e are generally known with respect to the equation 1 for
all video frames 13. The parameters that are generally
unknown are the four Stokes parameters (i.e., Sy, S|, S,, S;).
When the transmission axis 25 of the linear polarizer 9 is
fixed, four unique (e.g., distinct, different, etc.) positions of
the motorized retarder 7 (€2, Q,, Q,, Q,) are generally used
to solve for the Stokes parameters S, S;, S,, S;.

Referring to one example implementation of the equation
1, when

a=cos 20-sin 2Q sin 2(Q-06)(1-cos €)
b=cos 2(Q-0)sin 2Q-sin 2(Q-0B)cos 2Q cos €, and

c=-sin 2(Q-0)sin €, (Equations 8)

2I(Q, 0, €)=Sy+aS;+bS,+cS3. (Equation 9)

Using four unique positions for the retarder 7 (i.e., the
positions Q,, €,, Q,, £,), the following relationships may
be described.

20(Q, 8, €)=Se+arSi+b Syt €.,
20(Q,, 8, €)=Se+asS; +b>S,+¢>S;
20(Q3, 8,6)=Se+a3S +b35+35,

21(R4,0,6)=So+a4S1+b,45,+c4S3 (Equations 10)

Using matrix notation,

|11 |Llaybyey| 151 (Equations 11)
2l agbaco| 152
TABP T NasbseslT T 1S5

4] |Lagbycyl 1S4

The four Stokes parameters may be obtained form a
relationship as follows.

S=k1 Equation 12
q

Each of the corresponding elements in the matrices S, S;,
S., S, (eg, elements s s, s, and s®)) are
generally associated with a point (x, y) (i.e., a point having
Cartesian coordinates with respective horizontal and vertical
values x and y) in the scene 1. Thus, the polarization state
of points (x, y) in the scene 1 can be determined (e.g.,
calculated using programming that may be stored in a
medium in the computer system) using the relationships as
follows.

sin 2y=S3/(S,2+5,2+53%) 12
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tan 29=S,/S,

P=(S2+85,°+53.)) /S, (Equations 13)

Where v is the polarization ellipticity angle, 1\ is the
polarization azimuth angle, and P is the degree of polariza-
tion.

The polarization standard video images 39, 40 are gen-
erally recorded on all of the respective video frames 13 at a
region peripheral to the respective scene image 14. In one
example, the video images 13 may be recorded via the
computer system. However, the video images 13 may be
recorded using any appropriate video recording apparatus or
system to meet the design criteria of a particular application.
A unique pseudo-color scheme that utilizes the Poincare
sphere may be used for encoding and displaying polarization
parameters in the scene.

As is apparent then from the above detailed description,
the present invention may provide an improved system and
an improved method for acquiring sufficient data to rapidly
measure the four Stokes parameters, when compared to
conventional approaches. The present invention may reduce
or eliminate temporal errors and spatial errors that can be
generated when conventional approaches are implemented.

Various alterations and modifications will become appar-
ent to those skilled in the art without departing from the
scope and spirit of this invention and it is understood this
invention is limited only by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A system for determining polarization profiles of points
in a scene from video frames using Stokes parameters, the
system comprising:

a scene having a region that emits scene light rays that

correspond to the points in the scene;
a color filter;
a Stokes filter that comprises a rotating retarder having
angular positions Q, and a first linear polarizer having
a transmission axis;
a correlator that emits a correlator light ray, wherein the
correlator comprises a uniform light source, a second
linear polarizer, and a fixed retarder;
a video camera having a video frame; and
a computer system, wherein
the scene light rays and the correlator light ray are
substantially simultaneously transmitted through the
color filter and the Stokes filter to the video camera;

images corresponding to the scene light rays and the
correlator light ray are projected onto respective
pixels in the video frame and recorded as two-
dimensional (2-D) arrays; and

when the transmission axis of the first linear polarizer
is fixed, the images corresponding to the scene light
rays and the correlator light ray from four unique
ones of the angular positions Q of the rotating
retarder are used by programming in the computer
system to calculate respective Stokes parameters of
the points in the scene.

2. The system of claim 1 further comprising a polarization
standard at a region in the scene separate from the region of
the scene that emits the scene light rays, wherein:
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the polarization standard comprises a third linear polarizer
that emits a third linear polarization standard light ray,
and a circular polarizer that emit a circular polarization
standard light ray, wherein

the third linear polarization standard light ray, and the
circular polarization standard light ray are transmitted
through the color filter and the Stokes filter to the video
camera,

images corresponding to the third linear polarization
standard light ray and the circular polarization standard
light ray are projected onto respective pixels in the
video frame and recorded,

the images corresponding to the third linear polarization
standard light ray and the circular polarization standard
light ray from the four unique ones of the angular
positions € of the motorized retarder that are used by
programming in the computer system are used to solve
for respective Stokes parameters of the third linear
polarization standard light ray and the circular polar-
ization standard light ray, and

data related to the scene is rejected as invalid when the
polarization parameters of the third linear polarization
standard light ray and the circular polarization standard
light ray fail to correspond to respective known values,
wherein the respective known values are predetermined
in a laboratory under controlled lighting conditions.

3. The system of claim 1 wherein total time duration to
obtain the four unique images that are used to obtain the four
Stokes parameters for each pixel in the scene is regulated by
the rotational speed of the rotating retarder and the frame
rate of the video camera, and the system generates a suffi-
cient number of unique scene images to generate the respec-
tive four Stokes parameters in nearly real time.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the rotating retarder and
the fixed retarder comprise at least one optically transparent,
birefringent material.

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the rotating retarder is
implemented as a precision motorized, rotating retarder
having precise rotational speed control such that the angular
velocity and angular acceleration of the rotating retarder are
controlled within predetermined limits.

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the correlator light ray
is circularly polarized light, and the fixed retarder has
substantially the same optical properties as the rotating
retarder.

7. The system of claim 1 wherein the video camera further
comprises a lens, and the video frame comprises an array of
charge coupled device (CCD) receptors that correspond to
the pixels.

8. The system of claim 1 wherein the four Stokes param-
eters for each pixel in the scene are generated by associating
the position of a fast axis of the rotating retarder using values
of the respective correlator light ray images.



