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’\\X FOREWORD (U)

(C) The BEARING STAKE exercise was conducted in the Northwest Indian
Ocean from January to May 1977 with preliminary bathymetric surveys being
conducted from October through December 1976. The objectives of the exercise
ware to conduct acoustic measurements of the area utilizing near-surface, mid-
water, and bottom-mounted receivers to determine the following acoustic

parameters :
‘zgzgg;i;agation loss versus frequency, depth, range ;

{2)Omnidirectional ambient noise ¢
(i} Ambient noise directionality
/& Wavefront coherence ;

-3 Vertical arrival structure -

\ . .
{g Bottom interactiony o &

{7)Bottom reflectivity.ic:::

(C) The exercise was sponsored by NOP-095 through the Undersea Surveil-
lance Project (PME-124). Commander of the exercise was CINCPACFLT. Opera-
tions were administered by COMSEVENTHFLT (including air operations through the

Officer in Tactical Command CTF 73). MSCLANT and MSCPAC provided logistic
support for all U.S. ships involved.

(U) The participants represented a Navy laboratory-wide effort and vari-
ous contractors. Dr. E.B. Tunstall (NOSC) was the Associate Technical Direc-
tor and was responsible for the overall operation at sea during the second
half of the exercise on board the USNS MYER. Scientists-in-charge aboard the
ships were A.E. Fadness (TRW) and B. Steinberg (NADC), USNS WILKES; J.W. Reese
(NOSC) and W. Toy (WECo), USNS MIZAR; T.H. Steen (WECo) and R. Hoepple (WECo),
USNS KINGSPORT; W. Redden (WECo) and E. Dawley (WECo), USNS MYER. Serving
aboard the YMAS DIAMANTINA was Dr. A. Fabula (NOSC) with G. Myers of WRE,
Australia, the engineer-in-charge. ACODAC Operations on the USNS MIZAR were
under the direction of Dr. E.E. Hays (WHOI). Principal investigators for the
analysis were: Dr. S.K. Mitchell (ARL/UT) for Bottom Interaction; Dr. D.F.
Fenner (NORDA) for Oceanographic Data; Dr. L.P. Solomon (PSI) for Surface
Shipping Surveillance; Dr. E.L. Hamilton (NOSC) for Bottom Geoacoustic Models;
Dr. R.A. Wagstaff (NOSC) for Ambient Noise; Mr. Ron Scudder (WECo) for BMA
Data Analysis; Dr. J.A. Neubert (NOSC) for Coherence Data Analysis; Mr. M.A.
Pedersen (NOSC) for Acoustic Propagation Analysis; Dr. A.L. Anderson (NORDA)
for Acoustic Assessment. The enthusiasm, dedication, and hard work of all

these individuals and the others in their organizations are gratefully
acknowledged.

(C) This acoustic area assessment presents findings and conclusions based
on the at-sea exercise and the extensive analysis of the data base which has
been generated. In addition, each measurement system has a data report and
each major environmental and acoustic subject has an analysis report which are
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referenced herein. The data base for this ocean area is now well established
and is available for further studies as appropriate.

A NS RGO

(U) Special appreciation and thanks are due RADM D.M. Jackson for
continued support during the exercise as the Surveillance Project Manager.
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R. R. Gardner
BEARING STAKE
Technical Director
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SUMMARY (U)
GENERAL (U)

(C) The BEARING STAKE exercise has produced data allowing a description
of several acoustic environments in the Northwest Indian Ocean. Specifically,
on the basis of data acquired during the period from January through May 1977,
the following parameters can be described for the Oman Basin, Arabian Basin,
and Somali Basin:

Sound speed profile
Bottom bathymetry and geophysical parameters
Bottom loss from 25 to 400 Hz

Propagation loss from 20 to 290 Hz for source depths from 18 to 245 m and
receiver depths from a few hundred m to the seafloor

Omnidirectional ambient noise from below 20 to 200 Hz for receiver depths
from a few hundred m to the seafloor (with data available up to 800 Hz for
receivers on the seafloor)

Directional ambient noise from 20 to 40 Hz for shallow depth (200 to 300
m) and for bottom horizontal arrays

Phase coherence from 22 to 290 Hz for a bottom horizontal array and from
22 to 25 Hz for a shallow (200 to 300 m) towed array

Array signal gain at 25 Hz for a horizontal bottom array and for shallow
(200 to 300m) towed arrays

SOUND CHANNEL (U)

(C) Sound speed profiles from the Northwest Indian Ocean characteris-
tically exhibit high sound speeds at the ocean surface and wide sound channels
with large axis depths {frequently on the order of 1800 m). Some sound speed
variability is exhibited, especially between depths of 100 and 1000 m. The
sound channel is bottom 1imited at all times throughout the region with the
exception of the northern Somali Basin, which exhibits some small and
seasonally dependent depth excess (during BEARING STAKE, depth excess ranged
from 0 to 121 m).

SEAFLOOR (U)

(C) In addition to coastal shelves and slopes, the seafloor in this
region consists of bare rock or partially sediment covered ridges plus sedi-
ment filled basins with relatively flat, featureless floors. Sediment fill in
these basins is among the thickest known, with several hundred metres of un-
consolidated sediment overlying additional hundreds or even thousands of
metres of sedimentary rock for a total sediment section over basement basalt
of up to 9 km.

5
CONFIDENTIAL

atavt m i

!
L¢WW .
1.



]
i
¥
FI——

R it
R £ AT B, T A BT gt S

g

CONFIDENTIAL

-

i
Posepo 04

BOTTOM INTERACTION (U)

(C) MWaterborne acoustic energy impinging on the thick unconsolidated
sediment sections of the basin floors apparently penetrates into the sediment,
is refracted upward by the sediment sound speed profile, and returns to the
water column with low loss. When low frequency bottom interaction data are
analyzed and interpreted in terms of bottom reflectivity, the resulting bottom -
losses are quite low. Such bottom loss measurements in the basins of the
Northwest Indian Ocean indicate lowest loss (e.g., about 0.1 dB per bounce for
Yow angles at 25 Hz) in the southern Arabian Basin, with increasing, but still .e
low, bottom losses observed in the northern Arabian Basin, Oman Basin, and ‘
Somali Basin, respectively. Higher losses are inferred for the coastal fea- :
tures and partially sediment covered ridges surrounding the basins with
highest bottom losses inferred for the topographically rugged, bare basaltic
ridges such as the Carlsberg Ridge.

M-

Py

PROPAGATION LOSS (U)

(C) Signal propagation, as expressed by propagation loss, is highly
variable over short range intervals (fluctuates relatively rapidly), with no
evidence of convergence zone structure (except for higher-frequency data in
the Somali Basin). Average propagation loss over the sediment filled basins
is generally quite low. For example, over the Oman Basin, 50-km-range-
averaged data at 200-km range showed propagation losses of 84 to 87 dB at 25
Hz, 85 to 91 dB at 140 Hz, and 82 to 94 dB at 290 Hz. In general, propagation
loss throughout the region is usually equal to or better than the familiar
Eleuthera reference curve. Highest losses are exhibited for receivers blocked
by bathymetric features or mounted on the higher bottom loss ridges or topo-
graphic highs of the region; or for source-to-receiver tracks traversing some
of the higher loss, rough bottom regions. Throughout the bottom 1imited
region averagde propagation 12ss is virtually independent of depth for sources
or receivers more than a few wavelengths away from the surface or bottom. The
usual surface image interference effects are shown for sources near the ocean
surface. A related interference effect, producing a source-depth and
frequency-dependent near bottom propagation luss maximum ("notch"), is theo-
retically indicated and partially supported by data. If confirmed, such a
propagation loss depth dependence could be used to optimize signal-to-noise
ratio by height-off-the-bottom selection for near-bottom sensors. In the
Somali Basin, convergence zone structure is exhibited with frequency-dependent
(and probably sound-speed-profile — i.e., seasonally — dependent) convergence
zone strength. For frequencies above 50 Hz, in this basin, optimum propaga-
tion (minimum average loss) is exhibited for receivers near the ccnjugate
depth of shallow sources. For lower frequencies, average propagation loss
exhibits a complex dependence on receiver depth and frequency.

AMBIENT NOISE (U)

(C) As is true for range averaged transmission loss, for receivers over
the bottom-Timited basins the omnidirectional ambient noise is essentially
independent of depth for receivers removed from the ocean surface or bottom by
more than a few (perhaps two) wavelengths. The low transmission loss,
together with high shipping densities, produces high noise levels throughout
the region. Highest omnidirectional noise levels (90 to 95 dB from 10 to 50
Hz) are observed in the Oman Basin, with only 5 — 10-dB lower levels observed

6
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i! in the Arabian and Somali Basins. MNoise levels for frequencies above 50 Hz
are also high but with 1ess dependence on the basin (and probable stronger

dependence on wind speed/wave height). Persistent anisotropy of at least 10

: l dB is shown by the horizontal directional ambient noise data at low fre-

AT S TS N

quencies (23 and 36 Hz). The directions of noise peaks are well correlated
with maxima of the shipping density.

COHERENCE (V)

(C) Phase coherence for horizontal arrays is variable but generally high
for signals propagating over the sediment filled basins (coherence does
¢ decrease with increasing frequency). Somewhat higher coherence fluctuations
are exhibited for an array at 300 m than for a shallower (200 m) or deeper

(bottom) array. Decreased array coherence is shown for signals propagating
.l over bottom topographic features (2.g., seamounts or hills). For the towed
arrays (but not for the bottom array), signal coherence is reduced when
' sources pass over the sloping near-coastal bottom.
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION (U)

oy

TG

I.1 (U) GENERAL

(C) The BEARING STAKE exercise was a major acoustic survey program con-
ducted in the Northwest Indian Ocean from January through May 1977. The
program was sponsored by the Naval Electronic Systems Command (PME-124) and
was designed to collect acoustic data to describe several acoustic environ-
ments in the region, to provide inputs to system performance models, and to
provide acoustic data for assessing surveillance system options in selected
areas of the Indian Ocean.

R O A

R

Trer

(U) The survey utilized near-surface, midwater, and near-bottom receivers
(omnidirectional hydrophones and/or arrays) to collect data at several sites
for description of the following ocean acoustic parameters:

TRRE A SN FRGER A, 3 we T

Propagation loss
Ambient noise
Bottom interaction (bottom loss)

Spatial coherence

Appropriate sensors were used to provide data for a description of the envi-
ronment during the acoustic measurements — specifically, the sound speed
versus depth profiles, bathymetry, and bottom physical properties {geoacoustic
models). During some of the ambient noise measurements, aerial surveillance
cf surface ships was conducted.

1.2 (U) REPORT OUTLINE

BN o 6 R N K AT BT 750 SE N, 3 BTSN BT

R D N e N e T Y]

(C) This report serves two purposes. First it provides, in chapters II
through VII, summary presentations of the major observations and conclusions
resulting from analysis of the BEARING STAKE results by several principal
investigators. Second it provides, in chapter VIIT, another degree of summa-
rization by combining the key observations of these principal investigators
into an acoustic assessment of the Northwest Indian Ocean (a statement of the
major features of the nature of this ocean region as an acoustic medium as
revealed by the BEARING STAKE measurements).

e .
oo P . M
R e S TR LT

R s R S e R T SIS

(U) Chapters II through VII are condensed statements of material pre-
sented elsewhere in greater detail by the principal investigators (Fenner and
Cronin, 1973; Hamilton and Bachman, 1979; Mitchell et al., 1979; Pedersen and
Yee, 1979; Wagstaff and Aitkenhead, 1979; Neubert, 1978a,b,c,d; and Fabula and
Neubert, 1978). The material prepared for these chapters by the principal
investigators was edited to bring some degree of conformity to the style of
presentation (to assist the reader), but the sections were allowed to retain a
great deal of their individuality. Because of this editorial approach, a
small degree of repetition has occurred, especially in the beginning section
of a few of the chapters. Because each chapter author had his own points to
make, the small additional bulk to this already sizable report seemed
acceptable.

iy
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(U) Figures and tables are numbered sequentially in each chapter by
Arabic numerals prefixed by a Roman numeral indicating the chapter (e.g.,
table 2 of chapter IV is designated on the table as: table IV-2). In any
chapter, references to figures or tables within that same chapter omit the
prefixed Roman numeral for the chapter. References to tables or figures in
other chapters retain the prefixed Roman numeral.

(C) A glossary at the back of the report defines several of the terms and
acronyms used herein. However, one diversity of the geographical references
in the various chapters must be noted. As indicated in several of the chap-
ters (111, 1V, and VIII), the region of interest in this report, the Northwest
Indian Ocean, contains a large central basin wherein the detritus from the
Indus River has formed a very large deep sea fan or cone (underwater delta) on
the seafloor. Because this physiographic feature was built by the Indus River
outflow and because it occurs in the Arabian Sea, it is denoted by various
authors as either the Indus Basin, Indus Cone, Arabian Fan, or Arabian Cone.
In this report, the term Arabian Basin is also used to denote the central
basin of the Arabian Sea which contains the Arabian Fan (see, for example,
figure IV-1 or figure VIII-2).

I.3 (U) EXERCISE QUTLINE

(C) Although, ideally, one would like to develop a description of the
nature of a given ocean region as an acoustic medium (an acoustic assessment)
without reference to measurement systems or procedures (a stand-alone refer-
ence handbook), some reference to data acquisition and analysis procedures as
well as theoretical extrapolations or interpolations are usually required.
Large scale, low-frequency ocean measurements are by their nature difficult
and expensive; thus, the few areas surveyed are usually sparsely sampled in
both space and time. The description of regional acoustic features will be
constrained to those features revealed by available measurements and such
extrapolations with acoustic theory as can be made with confidence. This
present assessment report is based on the results of analysis of data from a
large scale measurement program, the BEARING STAKE exercise, carried out in
the Northwest Indian Ocean as briefly described in section 1.1 above. Because
many of the observations of this report are heavily weighted by (and, as
always, sometimes constrained by) the format of the measurement systems,
methods, and successes versus failures, it is important to have at least an
outline of the exercise available. Thus, such an outline is presented below.
It is purposely restricted in scope and detail because the central focus of
this report is a description of the regional acoustics rather than the survey
itself. Much more detailed BEARING STAKE survey descriptions are available in
some of the principal investigators' reports cited above and in other refer-
ences to be cited below.

(C) During the time period from 13 January to 4 May 1977, the BEARING
STAKE exercise was conducted in the Northwest Indian Ocean in four cruises.
Five sites (fig 1) were selected for placement of various fixed receiving
systems, and measurements were conducted by towing continuous-wave (CW)
acoustic sources and deploying explosive (SUS) charges on ship (or aircraft)
tracks centered on, and designed to sample the regions around, these fixed
sites. Site 1 was occupied twice, and these occupations are kept separate by
designating one as Site 1A, the other as Site 1B.
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Figure I-1. (C) Geographic locations of the five principal BEARING STAKE
sites. (C)
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(C) Times (in 1977) of and sites occupied during the four cruises are:

Cruise Dates Site(s) Occupied
1 13 Jan - 26 Jan 1A
2 30 Jan - 26 Feb 3 and 1B
3 5 Mar - 30 Mar 4
4 4 Apr - 4 May 5 and 2

(C) The acoustic measurement system which was actually located at each of

the designated sites for each occupation is a Bottom-Mounted Array (BMA) of

hydrophones. This was the only acoustic receiving system deployed at all
sites.

during source tows around the five sites.
from which results are used for this report included:

Bottom-Mounted Array (BMA) from PME-124/WECo
Vertical ACODAC (VAC) from WHOI

Ocean Acoustic Measurement System (0AMS) from
PME-124/NOSC.

Long Acoustic Towed Array (LATA) from WRE, Australia

(C) These acoustic receivers were deployed at or near the sites in figure

1 as indicated below:

Site Numbers

Receiver 1A 3 1B 4 5 2
BMA X X X X X X
VAC X X X

0AMS X X X X X
LATA X X X X X

(C) The Bottom-Mounted Array (BMA), which was deployed for all six site
occupations, is an array of eight hydrophones intended for placement on the
ocean floor. At Sites 1B and 3, the array was deployed flat and horizontal
with all hydrophones on the bottom.
except that two hydrophones (Nos. 1 and 2) were buoyed up off the bottom. At
Site 4, al1 hydrcphones were on the bottom but the array was placed along the
sloping side of the Somali Basin with hydrophone no. 1 at about 4700 m depth
and the remaining hydrophones at successively shallower depths up the slope
until no. 8 (the shallowest) at about 3800 m depth. At Site 2, all hydro-
phones were on the bottom but the array was draped across a local topographic
high such that hydrophones 1 through 7 were at successively shaliower depths
(no. 1 deepest) up a slope facing the Arabian Basin while hydrophone 8 was
partially shielded from the basin behind ("over the top of") the local
feature. Details of the deployments including hydrophone spacing and array
orientation are given in other B£ARING STAKE Reports (e.g., Yee et al., 1977).
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(C) The Vertical ACODAC (VAC) System, deployed near the BMA location at
Sites 1B, 3 and 4, consisted of 13 hydrophones deployed (in three closely
spaced groups plus a single phone) at four depths in the water column.
Hydrophones 1 through 4 were in the shallowest group deployed in the upper
part of the sound channel at a depth of a few hundred metres. Hydrophones 5
through 8 were deployed in a midwater group near the sound channel axis depth.
Hydrophones 9 through 12 were deployed as a group at a depth about 30 m above
the seafloor. Hydrophone 13 was on the seafloor.

(C) The Ocean Acoustic Measurement System (OAMS) is a horizontal towed
array of 32 directional hydrophone groups spaced over an acoustic aperture of
925 m. By design this array is highly directional and was constrained to
acquiring data for beams within a few degrees of broadside (Neubert, 1978d).
The OAMS array was operated for Sites 3, 1B and 4 in the vicinity of the BMA,
while for Sites 5 and 2 the OAMS array operated more than 400 km from the BMA.
At each site, the OAMS array was deployed to a cable scope of between 300 and
350 m. Speed of the towing ship was adjusted to maintain a nominal array tow
depth of 200 m. Ship speed varied between 2 and 3 knots. Ship maneuvers at
each site consisted of polygon tows (to assess ambient noise horizontal direc-
tionality) and straight line tows which were oriented in a manner sBch that
the acoustic paths from operating sources were generally within +15° of
broadside to the array. Data for determination of coherence, propagation 1c¢ss
and beam noise temporal statistics were collected during the straight tows.

(C) The Long Acoustic Towed Array (LATA) is a horizontal towed array of
64 omnidirectional hydrophone groups uniformly spaced 19 m apart (A/2 at about
40 Hz) over an acoustic aperture of 1200 m. The LATA was operated for Sites
3, 1B and 4 in the vicinity of the BMA, while for Sites 5 and 2 it was oper-
ated more than 700 km from the BMA. For reasons described elsewhere (Neubert,
1978d), LATA data were processed for coherence estimates only for Sites 4, 5,
and 2. The array was towed at a nominal depth of 305 m at a speed of 2 to 3
knots. Coherence measurements were made on straight line tows oriented so
that the array would be nearly broadside or nearly endfire to the projector.

{C) Both narrowband (CW) projectors and broadband, explosive (SUS)
sources Were used. The SUS charges were deployed along preselected tracks
from ships or aircraft at fixed spacings along the track. They were operated
by denth (pressure) sensitive fuses and were preset to explode at one of four
depths: 18, 91, 245, or 455 m. The two CW sources operated at frequencies
between 22 and 290 Hz. The high-frequency source, operating at 140 and 290
Hz, was towed at 18-m nominal depth while the low-frequency source, operating
at frequencies of "2, 25, 36, 39, and 42 Hz, was towed either at 91 m or
between 78 and 84 m. .

(C) Tracks for source tows (CW) and explosive (SUS) deployments are shown
in figures in subsequent sections (see especially chapter II). On these
figures and in references to the source tracks (or "events" in chapter V), a
fixed nomenclature is used for identification. Each track is identified by an
alphanumeric sequence of either three or four characters. The first character
is a number used to designate the BEARING STAKE measurement site at which the
BMA receiver was deployed for reception of signals from the source track (for
Sites 1A and 1B this requires two characters). The second character (third
for 1A and 1B events) is one of the three letters: P, S and A. These are
used to designate, respectively: CW source tows, ship tracks for explosive
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(SUS) deployment, and aircraft tracks for SUS deployment. The third (or

: fourth) character numbers the different types of source events for each site
’ in sequence. Thus, the track for the third CW source tow at Site 4 is desig-
} nated 4P3 while the first ship track for SUS deployment at Site 1B is

; designated 1BS1.

[

(C) Ships used during BEARING STAKE were the following:

) USNS KINGSPORT conducted all long range projector tows, launched
all ship dropped SUS, collected 3.5 kHz sub-bottom profile data,
and also collected sound velocity/salinity-temperature-depth
(SV/STD) and expendable bathythermogranh (XBT) data.
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) USNS MYER was responsible for all BMA operations.

) USNS MIZAR taunched and retrieved the VAC (and other systems)
and served as the tow ship for the OAMS array.

) USNS WILKES collected environmental data, including bottom
profiles, SV/STD, and Wide-Angle Bottom Reflection (WABR) data,
and took bottom core samples. She was also engaged in work with
other systems not used for the present assessment.

-t get i i S8 B OS WA e

(] HMAS DIAMANTINA towed and operated the LATA in conjunction with
MIZAR tow runs, and also collected supporting
environmental/oceanographic data.
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CHAPTER 11
OCEANOGRAPHIC ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION (U)
by
Don Fenner and William J. Cronin, Jr.
Ocean Acoustics Division, Code 340
Naval Ocean Research and Development Activity

NSTL Station, Mississippi 39529
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% % CHAPTER II. OCEANOGRAPHIC ENVIRONMENTAL DESCRIPTION (U)

W

I1.1 (U) GENERAL DISCUSSION OF ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

T

(C) During the BEARING STAKE exercise, participating vessels routinely
collected oceanographic, meteorological, bathymetric, and other environmental
data throughout the Northwest Indian Ocean. Table 1 summarizes oceanographic
and meteorological data collected at each major acoustic site (fig 1). Ocean-
ographic data consisted of expendable bathythermograph (XBT) observations and
sound velocity/salinity-temperature-depth (SV/STD) stations. Meteorological
data included observations of wind speed, wind direction, sea height, and
swell height. In addition to those data listed in table 1, sea surface tem-
perature observations were collected continuously by WILKES at Sites 1A, 1B, 3
and 4. Bathymetric data were collected by KINGSPORT, WILKES, and MIZAR
throughout the exercise.

T
. ey o

(C) Tnree types of XBTs were deployed during the exercise: Sippican
Model T-5 probes (maximum depth of 1830 m) by KINGSPORT, MYER, WILKES, and
MIZAR; Model T-7 probes (maximum depth of 760 m) by MIZAR and DIAMANTINA; and
Model T-4 probes (maximum depth of 450 m) by DIAMANTINA. The great majority
of MIZAR XBTs were T-7 probes; the great majority of the DIAMANTINA ¥BTs were
T-4 probes. A1l XBT traces were machine digitized and converted to speed
through the equation of Wilson (1960). Salinities necessary for sound speed
calculation were individually assigned to each XBT trace, and were based on a
salinity field derived from exercise SV/STD data and historical northeasB mon-
soon Nansen cast data. A1l three XBT models measure temperature to +0:2°C,
which results in a calculated sound speed accuracy of about +0.8 m/s assuming
that there are no errors in Wilson's equation. The SV/STD systems used by
KINGSPORT, WILKES, and MIZAR measure sound speeds with a precision of about
+0.3 m/s and yield Wilson equation sound speeds accurate to about +0.1 m/sec.
Generally, BEARING STAKE sound speeds calculated from XBT temperatures were up
to 1.0 m/s higher than those measured directly and up to 0.5 m/s higher than
those calculated from SV/STD. temperatures and salinities. Most of this error
is attributable to XBT inaccuracies compounded by inaccuracies in Wilson's
equation (Carnvale et al., 1968; Mackenzie, 1971). Despite these inaccura-
cies, the totil exercise sound speed data base is adequate for propagation
Toss calculations since measured and calculated sound speed gradients were
nearly identical throughout the upper 2000-2500 m of the water column. Below
3000 m, sound speeds measured during the exercise were used in all analyses so
as not to bias propagation loss calculations.

(U) As previously reported (Naval Ocean Systems Center, 1977), a sub-
stantial percentage of data from BEARING STAKE XBTs initially appeared too
warm below a depth of 600-1000 m when compared to exercise SV/STD data. Pre-
lTiminary evaluation of the XBT traces indicated that these erroneously warm
temperatures were caused mainly by an alteration in the sink rate of the XBT
probes due to entanglement with towed projectors, wire rubbing, etc. However,
during later analysis of the traces, XBT recorder malfunctions (caused by a
slow recorder servo-motor response) were uncovered that could lead to indica-
tions of warmer temperatures in that region of the water column where tempera-
ture becomes basically isothermal (i.e., below about 1000 m). These errors
were compensated for during machine digitization of the traces, with the

’;\
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% TABLE TI-1. (C) SUMMARY OF BEARING STAKE OCEANOGRAPHIC DATA. (V)
SHIP 100-600 m  600-1500 m 1500 m  SV/STDs  WEATHER 0BS.
4 KINGSPORT 4 Site 1A 24 4 132
MYER A g 9 0 240
5 WILKES 1 4 1 5 0
Total 9 13 34 9 336
&
. KINGSPORT 10 Site 18 1 12 84
: MYER 0 . 8 0 158
5 WILKES 3 4 13 5 0
A MIZAR 7 6 5 2 96
i DIAMANTINA 20 0 0 0 13
Total 40 15 28 19 351
Site 1 Total 49 28 62 28 687
i< Site 3
= KINGSPORT 4 7 21 12 168
7 MYER 3 2 13 0 321
WILKES Q 12 36 6 0
MIZAR 20 10 2 5 96
¢ DIAMANTINA 12 0 0 0 13
% Total 48 31 72 23 598
L
& Site 4
KINGSPORT 2 75 25 13 288
MYRR 0 4 14 0 332
WILKES 13 20 36 4 6
L MIZAR 6 18 4 3 264 ;
. DIAMANTINA 32 8 0 0 a4
v Total 53 75 79 20 928
| Site 5
) KINGSPORT 2 16 4 4 132
- MYER 2 11 3 0 253
: MIZAR 2 4 0 3 156
DIAMANTINA 21 4 0 0 29
: Total 27 45 7 7 570
KINGSPORT 1 10 0 1 108
- MYER 1 3 9 0 192 .
3 MIZAR 9 10 1 1 156 «;
B DIAMANTINA 0 0 0 0 25 -
a Total 11 23 10 2 481
; Grand Total 188 202 230 80 3264
gtc -
| .
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result that most XBT temperatures below about 1000 m agreed to 0.1° -0.2%
with those measured with SV/STDs. This agreement lies well within the accu-
racy of the XBT system. Nevertheless, approximately 45% of the T-5 probes
deployed failed at depths less than 1500 m because of wire entanglement, wire
rubbing, and actual wire breakage. Fortunately, it was possible to determine
deep sound channel (DSC) statistics throughout the exercise area from exercise
SV/STD data and those T-5 XBTs that reached their maximum depth.

I1.2 (U) GENERAL OCEANOGRAPHIC SETTING

(C) Figure 1 shows the location of the five BEARING STAKE acoustic sites
and four ancillary sites occupied by MIZAR and DIAMANTINA. These sites are
shown superimposed on Indian Ocean sound speed provinces (after Colborn,
1976). The sound speed structure of the Northwest Indian Ocean has been
extensively discussed by Fenner and Bucca (1972a and b). These previous works
document the effects of various intrusive water masses on Indian Ocean sound
speed structures, and are used as the primary basis for oceanographic inter-
pretations contained in the following paragraphs. Sound speed profiles and
temperature-salinity diagrams representative of each of the exercise sites
during the northeast monsoon or the transitional periods between the northeast
and southwest monscons are presented in figure 2.

(C) Sites 1A and 1B, occupied approximately one month apart both were
under the influence of high-salinity Persian Gulf Intermediate Water that
emanates from the Persian Gulf through the Straits of ‘lormuz. This water mass
exhibits a temperature and salinity maximum at 200-250 m which frequently
causes perturbations in sound speed at the base of the permanent thermocline.
At both Sites 1A and 1B, near-surface temperatures and sound speeds were
somewhat lower than at other exercise sites. This anomaly was caused by the
northeast monsoon upwelling along the northern edge of the Arabian Sea.
Between about 200 and 1200 m, sound speeds at Site 1B were several m/s lower
than those observed at Site 1A (also see fig 28). A maximum sound speed
difference of about 4 m/s oscurred at a depth of 400 m and corresponds to a
temperature decrease of 1.1°C. This phenomenon probably was caused by
increased upwelling after the Site 1A occupation.

(C) Site 2 was under the influence of both Persian Gulf Intermediate
Water and high-salinity Red Sea Intermediate Water. The latter water mass
exhibits a temperature and salinity maximum below 600 m. It emanates from the
Red Sea into the Gulf of Aden and then into the Arabian Sea. Unfortunately,
no exercise SV/STD data were available at site 2. However, sound speed micro-
structure above 1000 m on the Site 2 representative profile (fig 2) apparently
was caused by the sinking and mixing of Red Sea and Persian Gulf Intermediate
Waters. The presence of these two water masses also caused higher sound
speeds {above 1200 m depth) than at any other exercise site. In contrast, at
Site 3 water mass effects were minimal, and the representative sound speed
profile generally was smooth and regular except at about 500-600 m, where Red
Sea Intermediate Water caused a small amount of sound speed microstructure.

(C) Site 4 lay directly astride a primary flow of Red Sea Intermediate
Water (600-900 m) that extends south along the entire east African coast.
Site 4 also was under the influence of low-salinity Subtropical Subsurface
Water that flows north along the east African coast at about 400 m. Inter-
mixing and sinking of these two water masses and cold, low-salinity Antarctic

23

CONFIDENTIAL

T PR A A S YR P  T  8” ERART TY
? &




700
L PI0700 S I T
2{3" - K KARACHI - 2N5°
. LEGEND i ]
- O STANDARD JH
2000~ (OAMS) % o fi 20°
A DIAMANTINA ¢ 2 '
u SITES (LATA) L
20 o3 2A )
5B® —15
-
LACCADIVE IS. [ ]
A2B ] 10
@) -
5 5 A 5A -
- MALDIVE 15} 5
| Ny
= ACOUSTIC OCCUPATION Ny
oL / STE TIME (1977) o
" 1A 14-24 JAN -
/ 3 1-16 FEB ]
1B 16-26 FEB ]
i . 4 9-26 MAR
ol A 5 8-21 ARR 15
S = ~ _ SEYCHELLES 2 21-30 APR = S
L. SOUND SPEED PROVINCES AFTER COLBORN (1976) CEEESCCI)P:"
I T B TN O T | GARCH
47°E  50° 55° 60° 65 700 73°E

Figure II-1. (C) Location of exercise sites and Indian Ocean sound
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and Banda Intermediate Waters (below 700 m) caused extremely complex
temperature-salinity and sound speed structures at Site 4. Profiles exhibited
rapidly varying microstructure to a depth of at least 1600 m. Primarily
because of the effects of Antarctic Intermediate Water, representative sound
speeds at Site 4 (fig 2) were lower than those observed at any other exercise
site. Since Site 4 was occupied near the end of the northeast monsoon, it was
not influenced by the strong Somali Current that flows north along the east
African coast during summer. Generally, the monsoon reversal does not take
place until late April or early May, well after the Site 4 occupation.

(C) Site 5 lay astride a strong flow of Red Sea Intermediate Water (at
about 600 m) and also was influenced by Subtropical Subsurface Water. How-
ever, the oceanography at Site 5 was much less complex than that at Site 4.
Because of its location north of the Carlsberg Ridge, the representative sound
speed profile at Site 5 (fig 2) closely resembled that for Site 3 below 700 m.
However, above 700 m, the profile at Site 5 exhibited a bichannel structure
similar to that for Site 4. Sound speed profiles in the vicinity of Site 4
frequently dispiayed perturbations at depths above 100 m that were caused by a
temperature-salinity inversion at the bottom of the mixed layer. This inver-
sion also is evident in much of the March-April data collected in the vicinity
of Site 5 by the International Indian Ocean Expedition.

I1.3 (U) ENVIRONMENTAL VARIABILITY AT EXERCISE SITES

(C) In the following sections, each major BEARING STAKE acoustic site
(Sites 1A, 1B, 2, 3, 4, and 5) will be discussed separately in terms of sound
speed and meteorological variability. Each section is introduced by a loca-
tion chart that shows the positions of various acoustic receivers, and the
KINGSPORT SUS and CW tows and lists the total elapsed time for each acoustic
event. The location chart is followed by a time-series plot of sound speed
profiles keyed to a time-series plot of wind speed, wind direction, sea
height, and swell height. For the time series, daily sound speed profiles
were chosen from data within 20 nmi (37 km) of the site. Wind speed, sea
height, and swell height are presented every 4 hours, wind direction every 12
hours, based mainly on MYER data. Finally, each section contains one or more
sound speed cross sections corresponding to KINGSPORT acoustic events. The
bathymetric and sound speed data contained in each cross section are identical
with those used to compute propagation losses along various acoustic tracks
(discussed in chapter V). Table 2 lists all acoustic runs for which analyzed
sound speed and bathymetric data are available.

(C) The temporal and spatial sound speed presentations in the following
sections are annotated with the depth of the sonic layer (near-surface sound
speed maximum) and the depth of the DSC axis (absolute sound speed minimnum).
Critical depth and 90 m conjugate depth are annotated only on Site 4 analy-
tical figures (fig 16-19). At all other sites, propagation was bottom limited
for both the near-surface (18-25 m) and subsurface (91-102 m) source. Critical
depth is defined as that depth at which the maximum sound speed at the surface
or in the near-surface layer recurs, and as such delimits the bottom of the
DSC. Similarly, 90 m conjugate depth is defined as that depth at which the
sound speed at 90 m recurs, and delineates the minimum depth necessary for
refraction of downward rays from a 90 m source. Each time-series plot and
cross section includes a sound speed profile overplot to a maximum depth of
3000 m which defines the total sound speed variability of each presentation.
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l TABLE II-2, {C) KINGSPORT ACOUSTIC TRACKS WITH ANALYZED SOUND SPEED AND
BATHYMETRIC PROFILES. (U)
l SITE ACOUSTIC TRACK
1A P2 P7 s1 1A1
b l 18 s1 P1 P5
e 2 P1 s1 P3a P3
| 3 s1 52 P2 P3 P4 3n2
§; I 4 Pl s1 P2 P3 P4 P5 4A1
£ 5 51 PL P
:
¥
. LEGEND: P = CW projector
5 S = SUS
§  ‘ A = Aircraft SUS
¥ ___ = Sound speed cross section
§ contained herein
* I1.3.1 (U) SITE 1A VARIABILITY
T (C) Figure 3 shows the location of Site 1A and the seven KINGSPORT .
" acoustic tracks occupied there. In addition, this figure shows the location

of KINGSPORT track 1Al that was planned to correspond with an aircraft SUS

94 track flown between 2209147 and 221103Z Jan 1977. Unfortunately, the actual
| aircraft track lay about 43 nmi (80 km) east of the KINGSPORT track. Site 1A
= was located east of the Gulf of Oman within the Oman Basin. As previously
mentioned, this site is strongly influenced by warm, high-salinity Persian
Gulf Intermediate Water with a core at 200-250 m. Figure 4 presents the Site

< 1A environmental summary. Sound speed perturbations above about 600 m shown
in this figure reflect the effects of Persian Gulf Intermediate Water that

) apparently was sinking at Site 1A. A sonic layer 50-70 m deep was present at

35 the site throughout most of the occupation. The exception was between 17 and

20 January when surface insolation masked the layer. During the 19-day occu-

pation, the depth of the DSC oscillated between about 1600 and 1850 m with a
: sound speed variation at the axis of about 2.5 m/s. The greatest sound speed
- variability in the water column (about 10 m/s) occurred at 100 m, the approxi-
mate depth of the low-frequency CW source. Meteorological conditions were
relatively stable at Site 1A, with wind speeds generally less than 10 m/s, sea
heights less than 2 m, and swell heights less than 3 m. Two KINGSPORT tracks
are presented as sound speed cross sections, event S1 (fig 5) and event 1Al
(fig 6). Both tracks had a sonic layer at about 50 m, and a DSC between about
1750 and 1950 m. Along the S1 track (fig 5), the Site 1A profile (KINGSPORT
XBT 38) had substantially lower sound speeds than those farther to the north-
west within the Gulf of Oman (because of the effects of Persian Gulf Inter-
mediate Water). Sound speed variability along the 1Al track (fig 6) was
considerably greater than that along the S1 track, primarily because og mixing
between Persian Gulf and Red Sea Intermediate Waters south of about 18°N.
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I 1 T 1 ] 1 i T L
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® MYER ANCHOR STATION
(23°38'N, 61°11°E) -

O BMA 1A (23°33'N,61°09'F)
~—— KINGSPORT ACQUSTIC TRACKS

esssse KINGSPORT (ACOUSTIC) TRACK
WITH SOUND SPEED CR

Slnsiiila,
-----

20°

KINGSPORT ACOUSTIC TIMES

P2: 170900Z-171855Z JAN 1977 —
P3: 171900Z-1809542
P4: 180958Z-191103Z
P5: 192040Z-2011262
P6: 201126Z-202003Z -
P7: 202003Z-2108022
S1: 2114312-2200412

N T e b e At 1 et i
Ft-bod B i

| NOTE: KINGSPORT TRACK 1A1 TIME

CIRCLE HAS 20-nmi (37 km) LS

RADIUS AROUND 23035'N, 61°10°E 2202447-241030Z JAN 1977
150 1 ] 1 1 | 1 1 L 1 15 \
N 55°E 60° 65%EN -
Figure 1I-3. (C) Site 1A location chart. (U) N
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Figure 1I-4. (C) Environmental summary at Site 1A

(14-24 January 1977. (U)
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Figure 1I-6. (C) Sound speed structure along KINGSPORT 1A1
Track at Site 1A. (U) 30
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11.3.2 (U) SITE 1B VARIABILITY

(C) Figure 7 shows the location of Site 1B and the six acoustic tracks
occupied by KINGSPORT at this site. The BMA (Bottom-Mounted Array) at Site 1B
was within 5 mmi (9 km) of that at Site 1A, but was implanted nearly one month
later. The environmental summary for Site 1B is given in figure 8. Although
Persian Gulf Intermediate Water was present at Site 1B, it did not cause sound
speed perturbations in the upper water column. A sonic layer was absent
during most of the Site 1B occupation, apparently because of surface insola-
tion. The depth of the DSC varied between about 1580 and 1820 m over nine
days with a sound speed change of less than 2 m/s. The greatest temporal
variability (about 10 m/s) again occurred at 100 m, the approximate depth of
the low-frequency source. Wind speed, sea height, and swell height gradually
decreased during the occupation, but were moderate throughout. At depths less
than 1800 m, the envelope of sound speed variability at Site 1B lay at lower
sound speeds than that for site 1A (fig 4), with a maximum difference of about
5 m/s at 400 m depth. This probably was caused by increased upwelling during
early February. Wind speeds and directions between 16 and 20 February were
conducive to upwelling, and were far more persistent than those encountered at

Site 1A (fig 4).

(C) Figure 9 shows a sound speed cross section along the KINGSPORT S1 )
track at Site 1B. This track was a replicate of the S1 track at Site 1A (fig
5), but extended approximately 40 mni (75 km) further into the Gulf of Oman.
On the last sound speed profile (KINGSPORT SV/STD 27), Persian Gulf Inter-
mediate Water caused a distinct upper channel between 100 and 200 m. The
profile at Site 1B (KINGSPORT SV/STD 26) had anomalously low speeds when com-
pared to other profiles along the track, and was the lowest sound speed pro-
file encountered at the site (fig 8). Largely because of this anomalous
profile, sound speed at 400 m varied by 10.5 m/s along the S1 track. Most of
this variation occurred in the first 57 mmi (105 km), and may have had some
effect on acoustic propagation, even for a bottom-limited situation.

11.3.3 (U) SITE 3 VARIABILITY

(C) Figure 10 shows the location of Site 3 and the six KINGSPORT acoustic
tracks run at this site. Also shown in figure 10 is the location of KINGSPORT
track 3A2 that corresponds to an aircraft SUS event flown between 0808507 and
0810217 February 1977. Site 3 was located in the central Arabian Sea and was
not influenced markedly by intrusive water masses. Persian Gulf Intermediate
Water had no noticeable effects on sound speed at this site, and Red Sea
Intermediate Water caused oniy minor perturbations between about 400 and 600
m. Subtropical Subsurface Water apparently was not present at Site 3. The
environmentai summary is presented as figure 11. A sonic layer was present
during the first five days, but later was masked by surface insolation. The
depth of the DSC remained quite constant (1720-1850 m) and the axis showed a
sound speed variation of less than 2 m/s. The maximum variation in the water
column occurred at about 100 m, and was only about 5 m/s. Overall, sound
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Figure II-7. (C) Site 1B location chart. (U)
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(C) Environmental summary at Site 1B
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Figure II-9. (C) Sound speed structure along KINGSPORT S1
track at Site 1B. (U)

speed variability at Site 3 was less than at any other exercise site. Meteo-
rological conditions were also very constant at Site 3. Wind speeds averaged
about 5 m/s and were associated with sea and swell heights of less than 2 m.
Three KINGSPORT tracks are presented as sound speed cross sections: Event P2
(fig 12), Event P4 (fig 13), and Event 3A2 (fig 14). A sonic layer generally
vas present along the P2 and 3A2 tracks but was absent along most of the P4
track. Overall, sound speed variability was the least along the P2 track and
the greatest along the 3A2 track. Along all three tracks, variability was
greatest at about 100 m, the approximate depth of the low-frequency CW source.

I1.3.4 (U) SITE 4 VARIABILITY

(C) Figure 15 shows the location of Site 4 and the seven acoustic runs
made there by KINGSPORT. The figure also shows the location of the KINGSPORT
4A1 track that corresponds to an aircraft SUS flight made between 200611Z and
2007567 March 1977. Site 4 was located on the edge of the Chain Ridge, with
acoustic runs oriented across the Somali Basin. The oceanography at Site 4
was the most complex encountered during BEARING STAKE because of the mixing of

several intrusive water masses. The water masses and their approximate core
depths were as follows:

Cool, Tow salinity Subtropical Subsurface Water, 400-500 m
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Cool, low salinity Subtropical Subsurface Water, 400-500 m
Warm, high salinity Red Sea Intermediate Water, 600-900 m
Cold, low salinity Antarctic Intermediate Water, 700-800 m
Cold, low salinity Banda Intermediate Water, 900-1000 m.

Details on the distribution and characteristics of each water mass are given
by Fenner and Bucca (1972b).

(C) The environmental summary for site 4 is given in figure 16, Through-
out the occupation, sound speed profiles displayed extremely variable micro-
structure between about 300 and 1800 m. As previously mentioned, this micro-
structure was caused by intermixing of the four intrusive water masses listed
above and by sinking of Red Sea Intermediate Water as a result of this inter-
mixing. A sporadic layer frequently was present but was not a permanent
feature at Site 4. Over 16 days, the depth of the DSC lay between 1600 and
1850 m, with a sound speed variability of 3-4 m/s. At 100 m, the approximate
depth of the low-frequency CW source, sound speed varied by more than 17 m/s,
the greatest variability encountered at any exercise site. Even though the
corrected bottom depth at Site 4 was 5109 m, the site was effectively bottom
limited throughout the occupation. Before March, 90 m conjugate depth was
less than ZC0 m shallower than the bottom. However, between 17 and 21 March,
90 m conjugate depth shoaled to a level about 700 m above the bottom. This
should have provided enough depth excess to assure some refraction of downward
rays from the low-frequency source. The rapid change in 90 m conjugate depth
was caused by a cooling of the main thermocline that also resulted in a change
of shape of the sound speed profile above a depth of about 200 m. Wind speeds

at Site 4 averaged 5 m/s, accompanied by approximately 1 m seas and 2 m
swells.

(C) Sound speed cross sections along three KINGSPORT tracks are given in
figure 17 (P1 track), figure 18 (P5 track), and figure 19 (4Al track). Sound
speed profiles along all three tracks were extremely irregular because of the
persistent presence of Red Sea Intermediate Water. The bottom depth along all
three tracks was a minimum of 200 m deeper than 90 m conjugate depth, allowing
for some refraction of downward rays from the low-frequency source. However,
all three tracks were basically bottom limited in respect to the high- and
medium-frequency sources (nominal depth of 18 m). Generally, the greatest
sound speed variability along the P1, P5, and Al tracks (17-19 m/s) occurred
at about 150 m, below the nominal depth of the low frequency source. A senic
layer occurred only along the 4Al track (fig 19), but was relatively shallow
(20-30 m) and i11 defined. Along the 4Al track, sound speed profiles were
even more complex than at Site 4 itself, particularly at the northern end of
the track, where Red Sea Intermediate Water was being rapidly diluted by
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mixing with other intrusive water masses. DSC structure along the 4A1l track
was more variable than that at the site or that along the P1 and P5 tracks.

11.3.5 (U) SITE 5 VARIABILITY

(C) Figure 20 shows the location of Site 5, the five KINGSPORT acoustic
tracks run there, and generalized operational areas for DIAMANTINA (Site 5A)
and MIZAR (Site 5B). Site 5 lay at the southern edge of the Arabian Basin on
the flanks of the Carlsberg Ridge, and, as previously mentioned, was under the
influence of a strong, preferential flow of Red Sea Intermediate Water. The
environmental summary for Site 5 is presented in figure 21. Unfortunately,
only one good SV/STD was available at Site 5, and the majority of XBTs dropped
within 20 nmi (37 km) of the site failed at depths shallower than the DSC.

A11 sound speed profiles shown in figure 21 displayed a sound speed minimum at
about 400-m depth associated with Subtropical Subsurface Water. Two of the
profiles (KINGSPORT SV/STD 50 and MYER XBT 100) showed a significant sound
speed perturbation at the top of the permanent thermocline (30-100 m). A
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(C) Environmental summary at Site 5 (8-21 April 1977). (U)
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similar structure was encountered sporadically along most Site 5 acoustic
tracks (e.g., fig 22 and 23). A sonic layer was not persistently present at
Site 5, and the greatest sound speed variability in the water column (about 15
m/s) occurred at about 150 m, below the depth of the low-frequency source.
Meteorological conditions were moderate throughout the 12-day occupation of
Site 5, with wind speeds less than 6 m/s, sea heights generally less than 1 m,
and swell heights averaging less than 2 m. Sound specd variability was
considerably greater along the Pl track (fig 22) because of its orientation to
the northeast across preferential flows of Red Sea Intermediate and Sub-
tropical Subsurface Waters. Along this track, sound speed varied by a maximum
of about 13 m/s at a depth of 150 m. A shallow sonic layer was present aloag
much of the P1 track but was generally absent along the P5 track (fig 23). DSC
structure along both tracks is speculative, since most of the XBTs failed at
depths shallower than 1500 m.

I1.3.6 (U) SITE 2 VARIABILITY

(C) Fiaure 24 shows the location of Site 2, the five KINGSPORT acoustic

tracks occupied there, and generalized operational areas for MIZAR (Site 2A)
and DIAMANTINA (Site 2B). Site 2 lay on the Owen Ridge in direct line with
the mouth of the Guif of Aden. This site was influenced by warm, high salin-
ity Persian Gulf and Red Sea Intermediate Waters. However, neither water mass
caused meaningful sound charnels at Site 2, only microstructure. The environ-
mental summary for this site is presented in figure 25. Unfortunately, no
reliable SV/STD data were collected during the Site 2 occupation. Based on
MYER XBT data, sound speed variability at site 2 was less than that at other
exercise sites (except Site 3). A maximum variation of about 5 m/s occurred
between 100 and 150 m, below the depth of the low-frequency source. A sonic
layer was absent at Site 2 throughout the 9-day occupation. The DSC lay be-
tween 1720 and 1900 m and displayed a variability of less than 2 m/s. Winds
were generally calm at Site 2, resulting in wave heights less than 1 m
superimposed on about 2 m swells. Sound speed cross sections along the Pl and
P3 tracks are presented in figures 26 and 27, respectively. A persistent
sonic layer occurred along the Pl track but was absent along the P3 track.
Far more sound speed variability occurred along the P3, track where a maximum
variation of about 10 m/s was found at about 300 m. Due to XBT failures, data
spacing along the P3 track was far from adequate and the DSC along both tracks
is speculative.

I1.4 (U) gg#ZARISON OF REPRESENTATIVE EXERCISE AND HISTORICAL SOUND SPEED

(C) Representative BEARING STAKE sound speed profiles and their asso-
ciated temperature-salinity diagrams have been illustrated previously in
figure 2. The representative profiles were derived from the time-series plots
of sound speed presented in the environmental summaries for each site and
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Figure 1I-23. (C) Sound speed structure along KINGSPORT P5 track
at Site 5. (V)

generally are near-modal profiles. For all sites except Site 2, the repre-
sentative sound speed profiles are based upon SV/STD data so as not to incor-
porate XBT inaccuracies. In the following sections, the profiles are compared
with typical December-February or March-May profiles from the Indian Ocean
sound speed provinces shown in figure 1 (after Colborn, 1976) and represen-
tative southwest monsoon profiles derived by the authors from historical
International Indian Ocean Expedition data. Colborn's typical sound speed
province profiles and the representative profiles for the southwest monsoon
both are based on Nansen cast data and therefore do not show the same degree
of microstructure found in exercise SV/STD data.

I1.4.1 (C) NORTHEAST MONSOON
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(C) Figure 28 compares representative BEARING STAKE and typical historical
sound speed profiles for the same time period at each exercise site. Accord-
ing to Colborn's analyses, the northeast monsoon extends from December through
February and is followed by a transitional season (March - May) prior to the
southwest monsoon. Therefore, sites 1A, 1B, and 3 are compared with a typical
northeast monsoon profile; sites 4, 5, and 2 with typical transitional season
profiles. The site 1A and 1B exercise profiles varied significantly from
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Figure 11-25. (C) Environmental summary at Site 2
(21-30 April 1977). (U)
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Figure II-26. (C) Sound speed structure along KINGSPORT P1
track at Site 2. (U)

Colburn's typical northeast monsoon profiles at depths above about 1400 m.

For both sites, the representative profiles lay at lower sound speeds than
those shown by Colborn, with maximum differences of about 7 m/s at the surface
and about 4 m/s at 400 m. At Site 3, the representative exercise profile was
similar to Colborn's typical profile in the near-surface layer, up to 5 m/s
higher than Colborn's data between 200 and 800 m, and slightly lower than the
typical northeast monsoon profile between 800 and 2600 m. However, below 800
m, sound speed gradients for historical and exercise profiles were nearly
identical. At Site 4, the historical profile lacked the marked microstructure
evident in exercise data, and generally representad a lesser concentration of
Red Sea Intermediate Water (i.e., lesser sound speeds) between about 500 and
1600 m. Above about 200 m, however, the two profiles were practically iden-
tical. At Site 5, Colborn's profile for the transitional season lacked both
the sound speed perturbation in the near-surface layer and the upper sound
channel (sound speed minimum at 500 m, maximum at 700 m). At Site 2,
Colburn's data were quite similar to the representative exercise profile
except above 100 m, where exercise sound speeds were a maximum of 9 m/s lower
than historical values.

(C) Since the exercise area was basically bottom limited, mode-ate varia-
tions between representative and typical Colborn sound speed profiles should
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not cause extreme changes in propagation loss unless the sound speed variabil-
ity occurs at or above the depth of the source. Variability in the near-
surface layers was most pronounced at Sites 1A/1B, 2, and 5. In all three
cases, exercise sound speeds were less than historical sound cpeeds, and at
Site 5 the sound speed perturbation detween 50 and 100 m was totally absent in
the typical profile for March-May. However, at Site 4, the considerable
microstructure exhibited by the representative exercise profile should have
had somu¢ effects on propagation loss, particularly for the low frequency
source.

11.4.2 (C) SOUTHWEST MONSOON

(C) Figure 29 compares reprasentative exercise sound speed profiles at
each site with representative profiles from the southwest monsoon (June-
September). Profiles presented in figure 29 are listed in table 3 (Sites 1A
and 1B), table 4 (Sites 3 and 4), and table 5 (Sites 5 and 2). The represen-
tative southwest monsoon profiles were chosen from nistorical data positioned
as close to each site as possible and therefore are not typical for any
specific oceanic province. At Sites 1A/1B, the representative profiles for
both monsoons were guite similar except at the surface, where the southwest
monsoon profile sound speed was nearly 10 m/s higher than that found during
the exercise. At Site 3, the northeast and southwest monsoon profiles were
nearly identical except in the .ear-surface layer, where sound speeds were
about 5 m/s higher during the summer. At Site 4, the southwest monsoon
profile had considerably lower sound speeds above about 400 m. The maximum
difference (17 m/s) occurred at the surface and apparently was caused by
southwest monsoon upwelling off the Somali coast. At site 5, the southwest
monsoon profile had sound speeds up to 15 m/s higher than the exercise profile
at depths above 400 m, but Tower sound speeds below 400 m. In addition, the
upper sound speed minimum was far better developed during the exercise,
probably because of the presence of more Red Sea Intermediate Water. At Site
2, the entire southwest monsoon profile had sound speeds less than those found
during the exercise because of the effects of southwest monsoon upwelling off
the Oman and Muscat coasts. As expected, representative profiles from the
southwest monsoon generally were quite similar to those for the northeast
monsoon except above 400-500 m and in regions where upwelling is expected
during summer, in keeping with the findings of Fenner and Bucca (1972b). 1In
any case, the southwest monsoon profiles shown in figure 29 are adequately
representative for acoustic modeling during the southwest monsoon.
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Figure 1I-29. (C) Comparison of representative exercise and southwest monsoon sound
speed profiles at each site. (U)
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(C) REPRESENTATIVE EXERC ISE AND SOUTHWEST MONSOON SOUND SPEED
PROFILES FOR SITES 1A AND 1B.

EXERCISE (Site 1A)

Depth SS
(m) (m/s)
0 1533.0
25 1533.1
65 1533.3
100 1521.1
125 1519.8
150 1518.7
165 1517.9
185 1518.5
200 1517.6
250 1514.4
300 1513.2
350 1510.9
400 1509.7
501 1506.7
60C 1505.4
700 1504.6
800 1503.9
900 1502.6
1000 1501.7
1100 1500.3
1150 1499.2
1200 1499.1
1300 1498.3
1400 1497.1
1500 1496.3
1600 1495.6
1750 149%,4
1825 1495.6
1900 1495.8
2000 1496.3
2200 1497.8
2500 1500.7
3000 1507.7
3350 1513.3
ABBREVIATIONS:

SLD =

DSC =

CBD =

EXERCISE (Site 1B)

Depth
(m)

SLD 25

1000

1200
1300
1400
1500
DSC 1600
1725
1800
1901
2000
2200
2500
CBD 3000
3350

SS
(m/s)

1531.9
1532.0 SLD
1530.9
1530.8
1522.4
1520.4
1519.1
1517.7
1514.0
1509.5
1507.4
1506.0
1504.8
1504.5
1504.6
1504.0
1503.6
1503.7
1502.6
1501.9
1500.5
1499.1
1498.6
1497.7
1496.8
1495.9
1495.3
1495.0 DSC
1495.3
1495.2
1495.7
1497.2
1500.3
1507.7
1513.5 CBD

Sonic Layer Depth
Deep Sound Channel
Corrected Bottom Depth
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(c)

Depth
(m)

0

10
20
30
50
75
100
125
150
200
250
300
400
500
600
700
800
900
1000
1100
1200
1300
1400
1500
1750
2000
2500
3000
3350

S.W. MONSOON

SS
(m/s)

1542.5 SLD
1542.3
1542.3
1630.6
1528.6
1526.5
1523.6
1523.0
1522.0
1519.8
1515.0
1511.0
1506.6
1506.1
1505.0
1504.5
1503.6
1502.6
1501.6
1500.3
1499.1
1497.8
1496.,9
1496.1
1495.6 DSC
1496.0
1500.6
1507.8
1513.3 C8BD
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TABLE 1II-4. [(C) REPRESENTATIVE EXERCISE AND SOUTHWEST MONSOON SOUND SPEED PROFILES
FOR SITES 3 AND 4. (C) .
SITE 3 SITE 4
EXERCISE S. W. MONSOON EXERCISE S. W. MONSOON
Depth SS Depth SS Depth SS Depth SS
(m) (m/s) (m)  (r'=) (m) (m/s) (m)  (m/s) s
0 1538.5 0 1543.6 0 1543.9 SLD 0 1528.1 SLD
35 1538.9 SLD 10 1543.8 25 1543.0 10 1527 .6 .
50 1537.8 20 1544.,0 50 1541.0 20 1527.6 :
75 1537.2 30 1544.1 75 1532.9 30 1527 .6 '
100 1529.5 50 1544.5 SLD 100 1528.2 50 1827.3
150 1521.7 75 1536.0 160 1518.2 75 1526.5
200 1515.9 100 1532.5 201 1514.3 100 1526.3 -
250 1512.7 125 1529.1 250 1509.4 125 1522.1 )
300 1511.1 200 1519.6 300 1505.1 150 1511.1 :
350 1509.3 250 1516.3 400 1499.8 200 1505.0 ni
400 1507.9 300 1512.1 450 1498.9 250 1503.5
430 1506.9 400 1509.0 500 1500.5 300 1501.5 -
500 1507.0 500 1507.3 575 1501.9 400 1499.5 :
540 1506.4 600 1506.6 600 1501.4 500 1499.3 "
569 1506.7 700 1506.0 625 1502.4 600 1501.8 -
600 1506.2 800 1505.1 675 1499.6 700 1497.6 ,
630 1506.4 900 1504.5 726 1500.7 800 1497.1 i
701 1505.5 1000 1504.0 799 1498.9 900 1496.8
800 1504.8 1100 1502.1 849 1500.1 1000 1496.1
900 1504.3 1200 1501.3 874 1499.1 1100 1495,3
1000 1503.1 1300 1500.0 925 1499.3 1200 1496.3
1100 1502.6 1400 1498.8 999 1498.4 1300 1496.0
1200 1501.9 1500 1497.8 1098 1497.2 1400 1495.,3
1300 1500.9 1750 1495.8 DSC 1197 1496.1 1500 1494.8 s
1400 1500.0 2000 1496.2 1297 1465.6 1750 1493,0 DSC .
1500 1499.,2 2500 1500.6 1346 1495,9 2000 1494.6 g
1600 1498.3 3000 1507.7 1421 1494.2 2500 1500.3 -
170G 1497.8 3580 1516.9 CBD 1470 1494.6 3000 1507.5
1801 1497.1 1595 1492.4 4000 1523.6 ,
1890 1496.9 DSC 1743 1492.3 DSC 5106 1542.8 (8D *
2001 1497.2 1892 1493.2
2200 1498.5 1991 1494.1
2500 1501.3 2189 1495.8
3001 1507.6 2511 1500.1
3580 1516.8 CBD 3004 1507.3 .
3498 1515.2 '
4012 1523.5 -
4501 1531.4

5106 1542.5 CBD

.
[ SR

ABBREVIATIONS:
Same as previous table

Bvmeanss

k4
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TABLE 1I-5,
FOR SITES 5 AND 2. (C)
SITE 5
EXERCISE S. W. MONSOON EXERCISE
Depth SS Depth SS Depth
(m) (m/s) (m)  (m/s) (m)
0 1545.5 SLD 0 1540.3 0
30 1539.5 10 1540.5 25
50 1542.1 20 1540.6 50
75 1540.0 30 1540.8 75
100 1526.3 50 1541.1 100
150 1514.6 75 1541.3 SLD 150
200 1509.3 100 1540.6 200
250 1504.9 125 1535.8 250
301 1502.7 150 1529.5 270
350 1501.9 200 1513.5 300
400 1501.8 250 1508.0 350
450 1501.6 300 1504.5 410
500 1502.7 400 1503.0 440
550 1503.2 500 1502.1 480
649 1503.6 600 1502.5 530
699 1503.4 700 1501.3 560
800 1501.9 800 1500.1 620
824 1502.2 900 1498.8 660
900 1501.4 1000 1497.6 710
1000 1500.0 1100 1496.8 750
1098 1499.1 1200 1496.1 800
1198 1498.1 1300 1495.5 850
1296 1497.5 1400 1494.6 900
1396 1496.4 1500 1494.1 950
1495 1495.2 1750 1493.3 DSC 1010
1594 1494.7 2000 1494.1 1040
1693 1494.4 2500 1499.8 1100
1768 1494.3 DSC 3000 1507.5 1200
1893 1494.6 3909 1522.5 CBD 1300
1991 1495.1 1400
2189 1496.3 1540
2511 1499.9 1600
3003 1506.9 1720
3495 1515.1 1780
3909 1522.5 CBD 1820
1900
1980
2200
2500
3100
ABBREVIATIONS:
Same as previous table
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SITE 2

S. W.
SS
(m/s)

1546.7 SLD
1544.4
1540.0
1537.4
1534.6
1526.7
1520.3
1517.1
1517.3
1513.6
1512.6
1510.7
1510.9
1510.2
1508.2
1508.4
1507.6
1507.6
1506.8
1507.0
1505.8
1505.6
1505.0
1504.9
1503.9
1504.2
1502.7
1501.4
1500.3
1499.2
1497.1
1497.4
1496.3
1496.6
1496.2 DSC
1496.6
1497.1
1498.0
1500.3
1509.1 CBD

MONSOON
Depth
(m)

0

10
20
30
50
75
100
125
150
200
250
300
400
500
600
700
800
900
1000
1100
1200
1300
1400
1500
1750
2000
2500
3100
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(C) REPRESENTATIVE EXERCISE AND SOUTHWEST MONSOON SOUND SPEED PROFILES

SS
(m/s)

1536.8
1537.0
1537.0
1537.1 SLD
1536.6
1534.1
1530.6
1526.3
1522.1
1515.3
1511.8
1509.1
1506.8
1505.6
1505.5
1505.1
1504.6
1503.5
1502.5
1501.5
1500.5
1499.5
1498.1
1497.1
1495.6 DSC
1496.1
1500.5
1509.0 CBD




¥aburarrtatt

RETSF 1T WSE

I VYRR I APy Rt AT f S L

TN b IR A e ARET
B TR AR A TR SR SR LR »‘{'3 SRR
° ‘ Fyxs.
s
-
12

R e P p st ;

TP w3 5 o T o T T Tt i c
3 ‘\)§ﬁE%%ﬁﬁ%@ﬁgg%hﬁ%ﬁﬁ%§@¥%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁmmmwﬁfﬁé

CONFIDENTIAL

I1.5 (U) CONCLUSIONS

1. (U) The total exercise sound speed data base is adequate for propaga-
tion loss calculations.

2. (C) Except for Site 4, propagation at all exercise sites was bottom
limited in respect to both the high/medium frequency (18-25 m) and low-
frequency (91-102 m) source depths.

3.  (C) Site 4 exhibited small but finite depth excess in respect to the
high/medium frequency source {nominal depth of 18 m). However, for the low-
frequency source (nominal depth of 91 m), at least 200 m of depth excess was
found both at the site and along most acoustic tracks.

4. (C) At all sites, the maximum sound speed variation in the water
column occurred between 100 and 150 m, at or just below the tow depth of the
Tow-frequency source.

5. (C) Overall, sound speed variability was least at Sites 2 and 3,
intermediate at Sites 1A/1B and 5, and greatest at Site 4.

6. (C) At Site 4, intermixing of four intrusive water masses and sinking
of Red Sea Intermediate Water caused extremely complex and variable sound
speed profiles. The intense variability could have some effects on acoustic
propagation, particularly for the 91 m source.

7.  (C) Sound speed profiles at Site 1B were up to 5 m/s lower than those
at Site 1A (occupied nearly one month earlier). This anomaly probably was
caused by increased northeast monsoon upwelling after the Site 1A occupation.

8. (C) Oceanographically, representative sound speed profiles from the
exercise varied substantially from typical historical profiles for the same
gime period presented by Colburn (1976), particularly at Sites 1A/1B, 4, and

9. (C) From the standpoint of propagation loss calculations, variations
between representative exercise and Colburn sound speed profiles should be
significant only at Sites 1A/1B, 2, and 5 (due to near-surface differences)
and Site 4 (due to extensive sound speed microstructure).

10. (C) Representative exercise and southwest monsoon sound sgeed
profiles generally were quite similar except above a depth of 400-500 m
(effects of monsoonal reversal) and in regions where summer upwelling is
expected (Sites 2 and 4).

11. (C) The entire exercise took place either during the northeast mon-
soon or at the beginning of the transitional season between the northeast and
southwest monsoons.

12, (C) Wind speeds, sea heights, and swell heights were moderate to low

?t all exercise sites and should not have marked effects on ambient noise
evels.
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CHAPTER 111
GEOACOUSTIC MODELS OF THE SEAFLOOR (U)
by
Edwin L. Hamilton and Richard T. Bachman
Environmental Acoustics Division, Code 531
Naval Ocean Systems Center

San Diego, California 92152
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CHAPTER IIl. GEOACOUSTIC MODELS OF THE SEAFLOOR (Y)
IT1.1 (U) INTRODUCTION

(C) This report is concerned with geoacoustic models of the seafloor in
three general areas of the Northwest Indian Ocean (fig 1) wherein measurements
were made of energy losses ("bottom losses") when sound interacted with the
seafloor during the BEARING STAKE expedition {(January to April 1977). Ten
such models were developed for various locations along the tracks of the
expedition's ships. Eight of these models were along specific ship's tracks
involved in bottom loss measurements. Nine additional gecacoustic models were
developed for extrapolation of bottom loss measurements over geomorphic prov-
inces of the seafloor or for use with acoustic theory to compute and thus
predict bottom losses. Examples of the primary (ten) geoacoustic models are
in appendix A. Each model in appendix A is in the form of two tables with
footnotes. The first, or main, table, with the footnotes, presents sediment
and rock layer thicknesses and the variations with depth in the seafloor of
compressional wave (sound) velocity, shear wave velocity, the attenuation of
compressional and shear waves, and density. The second table lists properties
of the bottom water (depth, temperature, salinity, prcssure, sound speed,
density, and impedance).

N BN A e

\“&- 2 ~__ -

-

e
fry

Foorncid

(U) A1l the finished geoacoustic models were forwarded to the Applied
Research Laboratories (University of Texas) in January-February 1978, where
they were used in studies of measurements of energy losses when sound inter-
acted with the seafloor, and in extrapolation of these measurements to
adjacent areas. Results are reported in chapter IV.

Bomnd)  Ginoc}

(U) At higher sound frequencies, the acoustician may be interested in
only the first few metres, or tens of metres, of sediments. At lower fre-
quencies, information must be provided on the whole sediment column and on
properties of the underlying rock. This information should be provided in the
form of geoacoustic models of the seafloor.

T s g Yoo P

"A\v -

(U) A "geoacoustic model" is defined as a model of the real seafloor with
emphasis on measured, extrapolated, and predicted values of those properties
important in underwater acoustics and those aspects of geophysics involving
sound transmission. In general, a geoacoustic model details the true thick-
nesses and properties of the sediment and rock layers of the seafloor.

* - e 3

(U) Geoacoustic models are important to the acoustician studying sound
interactions with the seafloor in several critical aspects: to guide theo-
retical studies, to reconcile experiments at sea with theory, and to be able
to predict the effects of the seafloor on sound propagation.

L S )

(U) The information required for a complete geoacoustic model should
include the following for each layer (in some cases, the state of the art
allows only rough estimates, in others, information may be nonexistent):

) Properties of the overlaying water mass from Nansen cast and
velocimeter lowerings.

0 Sediment information (from cores, drilling, or geologic extrapo-
lation); sediment types, grain-size distributions, densities,

65
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norosities, compressional and shear wave velocities and attenua-
tions, and other elastic properties. Gradients of these prop-
erties with depth; for example, velocity gradients and interval
velocities from sonobuoy measurements.

St £ 5ek IR

o Thicknesses of sediment layers (in time) determined at various
frequencies by continuous reflection profiling.

[ X I

0 Locations, thicknesses, and properties of reflectors within the
sediment body as seen at various Frequencies.

0 Properties of rock layers. Those at or near the seafioor are of
special importance to the underwater acoustician.

0 Details of bottom topography, roughness, relief, and slope; for
example, as seen by underwater cameras and deep-towed equipment.

(U) Among the above properties and information, the basic, minimum infor-
mation required for most current work in sound propagation is

(1) Thicknesses of layers

aomd  ud Ko s

(2) Compressional wave (sound) velocity in each layer

(3) Sound velocity gradient through the layers

Frd

(4) Sound attenuation in each layer

Bt

(5) Density in each layer

(U) Newer and more sophisticated mathematical computer models involving T
sound interaction with the seafloor require (in addition to the above): 3
(6) The gradient of sound attenuation through the layers ¥

5

L

(7) The density gradient through the layers

(8) Shear wave velocity and attenuation, and gradients (from which,
with density and compressional wave velocity, other elastic
properties can be derived).

I11.2 (U} GEOLOGIC SETTING

1

(C) This section will include very brief discussions of the geology of !
the three general areas included in this report: the Gulf of Oman, the :
Arabian Sea (including the Arabian Fan and adjacent areas), and the Somali
Basin. Locations and bathymetry of these areas are indicated in figure 1
(printed on a foldout page at the end of the chapter for ready reference).
Detailed accounts of the geology of two of these are in recent reports of the
Deep Sea Drilling Project (DSDP) (Arabian Fan, Leg 23: Whitmarsh et al., 1974;
Somali Basin, Leg 24: Fisher et al., 1974). The Oman Basin was discussed by
White and Klitgord (1976). The deep structure and plate tectonics of these
areas are in these reports, and will not be included below. Figures 2 to 6,
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Figure 111-4. (C) Acoustic veflection profite, west eentral Avabian Fan,
at the location ot Gevacoustic Mode! A2 (fia 1). “re rvecord shows about
2400 w of sediments and sedimentary rocks over lyica hasalt, (C)

inclusive, are selected parts of the acousric reflection records which illus-
trate relief of the scafloor, reflectors, sub-bottom relief, and sediment and
rock thicknesses (in seconds of sound fravel time) over acoustic basement tn
the three areas. In the following discussions a great deal ot detailed
information not pertingnt te the geoacoustic modeling is excluded.

I11.2.1 (C) OMAN BASIN

(C) The GuIf of Oman {Area 1), containing the Oman Basin (fig 1), is
bounded on the nerth by the coasts of Iran and Pakistan, on the southeast by
Murray Ridge, and on the southwost by the Arabian Peninsula. White and K}it-

gord have pubiished an excellent survey of the area. The material belfow is
mostly from their report.

(C) The continental margin in the Gulf of Oman is formed by a sequence of
east-wast trending folds of sediment and sedimentary rock which are parallel
to the coast. The foids form a series of ridges and troughs typicaliy about 3
to 4 kilometres wide and with ridges up to about 800 metres high (fig 2).
Sediments from the coast have partly covered those ridges and troughs nearest
the coast, but these sadiments are prevented from reaching the flat abyssal
plain to the south.
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Figure 1II-6. (C) Acoustic reflection profile near
the center of Somali Basin at the site of Geoacoustic
Model 4a (fig 1). The record shows a first layer of
sediments and sedimentary rocks (about 1600 m thick)
and a second layer of sedimentary rock {about 900 m
thick) overlying the acoustic basement of basalt. (C)

(C) The major portion of the basin is filled with flat-lying turbidites
which form an abyssal plain. These turbidites overlie several la ers of sedi-
ments and sedimentary rocks which dip to the north at about 0.8 {fig 2). The
underlying rock with a velocity greater than 4.5 km/s is probably volcanic.
Measurements frcm the acoustic reflection records taken on the BEARING STAKE
expedition and computations of thicknesses indicate that in the center of the
basin at the location of Geoacoustic Model la, the first layer of sediment and
sedimentary rock is about 1250 m thick and layers 2 and 3 (sedimentary rock)
are about 985 and 100 m thick, respectively. As Aiscussed in the next section
(Arabian Fan), there should be a transition from soft (unlithified) sediment
to rock {mudstone) at depths in the first layer between 500 and 700 m.

(C) The sediments forming tre abyssal plain are typical turbidites. The
cores in the area indicate that, tyrically, the thicker layers are silty clay
and clayey silt (about 50 to 120 cm thick), with intercalated, thinner (about
20 cm) layers of silt. There should be hundreds of layers of this type in the
1250-metre-thick first layer. These sediments entered the plain from the
Persian Gulf to the west and from the Pakistan coast to the east. No channels
were seen on the echo-sounder records.
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111.2.2 (C) ARABIAN FAN -{
o (C) Of the various names used on charts and in reports, the writers
b prefer the name Arabian Fan ("Indus Cone" and "Arabian Abyssal Plain" are also .
4 used) to include the sediments which occupy the area bounded by Murray and !
Y Owen Ridges to the north and west, by Carlsberg Ridge to the south, and on the i
£ east by the Laccadive-Chagos Ridge (not shown in fig 1) and the subcontinent
3 of India (fig l).
§ (C) The Arabian Fan (Area 3) }as been formed mostly by mineral detritus
Y eroded frcm the Himalaya Mountains, transported down the Indus River, and
;%- through the Indus Canyon (incised into the continental teirace off northwest
o India), and deposited over an originally rough basaltic seafloor. The fan,
- consequently, slopes to the south-southwest (fig 1). The sediments are very
& thick (over 9 km) in the northernmost part of the fan near the Indus Canyou
% (Naini and Talwani, 1977), and thin to about 400 to 500 m in the southernmost
Fr end of the fan before finally pinching out against the northern edge of the
o Carlsberg Ridge. From the Indus Canyon in the north the mineral particles
& were mostly transported by turbidity currents through great leveed channels.

o
i

In the northwest part of the fan, levee heights above the channels are up to
about 50 m, with the western levee the higher. When these turbidity currents
topped the leveer and left the channels, the sediments (turbidites) were
deposited in the interchannel areas. This is the same mode of deposition seen
in the Beangal Fan on the east side of India, in the Gulf of Alaska, and in
other areas.

(C) Figure 3 illustrates the very thick sediment layer over probable
basalt in the north central part of the fan. In figure 3 this pr8fi1e is
between Geoacoustic Models 3a-3c. At the site of 3a (15 44'N, 64732'E) the
sediment and sedimentary rock layer is over 3500 m thick; it thins to about
1975 m at the site of model 3c. Figure 4 (Model A2 in fig 1) illustrates a
2450 m layer of sediments and sedimentary rocks. Figure 5 i]lusgrates thick-
nesses near the southern end of the fan. At the site of A3a (10 (0'N,
61758'E) the sediments are still thick: about 985 m. Volume 23 of the
Initial Reports of the Deep Sea Drilling Project (DSDP) ccrtains many more
illustrations of acoustic reflection records.

(C) At Site 222 of the DSDP (20005'N, 61031'E), in the northwest part of ;
the fan, more than 1300 m of sediments and sedimentary rocks (mudstcne) was

B R e e e K e e e 7 N S R

‘é drilled. Most of the sediment was a greenish gray silty clay or clayey silt
o with relatively few layers of silt; there were some carbonate sediments in the
§- top of the section. Except in the channels (where coarser sediments might be (
g i expected) these are probably typical of sediments in the Arabian Fan. o
&
= (C) In thick terrigenous sediment sections, as above, there is usually a Z
4 transitional section through which the sediment gradually l1ithifies (hardens) i
Q} and below which the material is a rock, usually a mudstone. This transition
¢§ at Site 222 occurs at about 600 m (Bachman and Hamilton, 1976). Consequently,
k- in the various geoacoustic models with very thick first layers, the material
i3 is named as "sediment and sedimentary rock." This nonenclature implies a
R gradual transition from sediments to sadimentary rock at about 500 to 700 m.
o (C) Reflectors in most of the Arabian Fan are probably formed by layers
.9 of silt in the interchannel areas and by silts and sands, and mixtures of the .
b 72 -
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two, in the channels. In the thick sediment sections considered in the geo-
acoustic models there are many hundreds of these reflectors on the order of
about three metres apart. Most of them are sub-parallel to the sediment sur-
face in areas away from the leveed channels.

I11.2.3 (C) OWEN RIDGE

(C) The western margin of the Arabian Fan is controlled by the Owen Frac-
ture Zone (not shown) and by Owen Ridge, just west of the Fracture Zone. Owen
Ridge is formed by an uplifted sediment and rock section which dips to the
west and is bounded on the egst by a 8teep fault scarp. The DSDP drilled at
Site 224 on Owen Ridge at 16°33'N, 59°42't., Volume 23 of the Initial Reports
of the DSDP contains acoustic reflection records and much other information
about the ridge.

(C) Geoacoustic Model 2a is on top of Owen Ridge. Data from expedition
coring and reflection records, plus information from DSDP Site 224, were used
to predict the model. This model shows a first layer of sediment (calcareous
clayey silt) 100 m thick, over a second layer (claystone, siltstone) 175 m
thick , in turn over a third layer {chalk and claystone) 520 m thick. The
acoustic basement is basalt.

I11.2.4 (C) CARLSBERG RIDGE

(C) Carlsberg Ridge forms the southern boundary of the Arabian Fan (fig
1). This ridge is a major feature in the Northwest Indian Ocean. It is
roughly defined by the 4000 m contour on each side (to the north and south)
and has many peaks and ridges at top depths between 1500 and 2000 m.

(C) The ridge is formed by basaltic lavas in the form of blocks, pillows,
linear ridges, and mountains. The center of the ridge is almost bare of sedi-
ments, with small, thin patches of calcareous sediments in depressions and
hollows. Steep escarpments, gaps, and fissures are common: slopes range from
Tow to vertical, or even overhanging. It is an extremely rugged area of the
seafloor.

I11.2.5 (C) SOMALI BASIN

(C) The Somali Basin (Area 4) is bounded on the north by ridges essen-
tially connecting the African continent to Socotra Island to Carlsberg Ridge
(fig 1). The basin is bounded on the west and northwest by the African con-
tinent and on the east by Chain Ridge.

(C) Figure 6 illustrates the acoustic stratigraphy in the center of the
basin at Geoacoustic Model 4a. There are three distinct layers: (1) a thick
turbidite layer (sediment and sedimentary rock) about 1580 m thick, forming an
abyssal plain, (2) an underlying layer of sedimentary rock about 940 m thick,
and (3) the acoustic basement of basalt. The basin floor is very flat with no
channels indicated on echo-sounder records.

(C) Drilling at DSDP Site 234 (Fisher et al., 1974) and cores in the area
indicate that the top of the first layer is calcareous ooze and clay. From
cores and 3.5-kHz records, reflectors appear to be silt or silty sand and
about 3 m apart.
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(U) On the west side of the basin (at Model 4c), the second layer rises i
toward the surface and the upper layer thins to about 970 m. ;

4 (C) Chain Ridge on the east side of the Somali Basin is a continuous,
basaltic ridge with a series of summit peaks. Minimum water depths along the
ridge vary between about 1780 and 3000 m. The base of the ridge is defined by
the 5000-m contour. Therefore, the ridge varies in height between about 2000
and 3200 m. Acoustic reflection records in Bunce et al. (1966) indicate about
0.13 s (one-way sound travel time) of pelagic sediment on the west side and
near the top of the ridge. Computations of sediment thicknesses indicate a
Tittle more than 200 m of sediments which are probably calcareous ooze and
calcareous silty clay.

T gL K
CEAS

I11.3 (U) GEOACOUSTIC MODELS AND EXTRAPOLATION

(C) The ten principal BEARING STAKE geocacoustic models of the seafloor
were developed for three areas in the Northwest Indian Ocean wherein bottom
loss measurements were made during the BEARING STAKE expedition (January to
April 1977). The three areas (fig 1) are in the Gulf of Oman (Area 1B), in
the Arabian Sea (Area 3), and in the Somali Basin (Area 4) off northeast
Africa. Most of the necessary environmental data were collected from the USNS
WILKES (T-AGS-33). Additional bathymetric data were taken by USNS KINGSPO2T
(T-AG-164) and USNS MIZAR (T-AGOR-11). The environmental data concerning the
seafloor were furnished the writers by NAVOCEANO (Codes 3408 and 3432) and
NORDA (Code 341). These data, plus information from the scientific litera-
ture, were used to formulate the models. Examples of the actual models in the

o B P e AT S B M e

[ form of tables with footnotes are in appendix A.

-

k- (U) Nine additional models were developed to extrapolate the geophysical

4 and geological data within adjacent geomorphic provinces. All models are

E presented by Hamilton and Bachman (1979) and should be used in extrapolating

s data and models.

§ i (U) A1l the extrapolated models are generalized and approximate, and are

s intended as estimates which allow a rationale for an acoustician to extrapo-

. late or predict bottom losses or reflection coefficients in these general

E areas. The methods used to derive the values listed in the table for all the

K | models are discussed by Hamilton and Bachman (1979).

j‘é i

-4 (C) The three general areas discussed here are distinctive geomorphic

’% provinces. They are the Oman Basin, the Arabian Fan and adjacent areas in the

% Arabian Basin, and the Somali Basin. The geology of these areas was discussed

e under Geologic Setting in section II[.2 and the bathymetry is illustrated in

53 figure 1. Examples of acoustic reflection records are in figures 2 through 6.

| OMAN BASIN (C)

';; (C) Oman Basin (fig 1 and 2) is occupied by a very flat abyssal plain

> surrounded by hills to the north and northwest, by the continental terrace to

A the east, by Murray Ridge to the southeast, and by the Arabian Peninsula to

E the southwest.

2

'% (C) 1In the Oman Basin, Geoacoustic Model la {appendix A) can be extrap-

R olated within the flat, abyssal plain in the center of the basin. It is ,
) 74 ;! ]
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recommended that this model be used within (deeper than) the 3000 m water
depth contour.

(C) Geoacoustic Model 1b (Hamilton and Bachman, 1979) is intended for use
in the folded sedimentary ridges of the continental slope northeast, north and
northwest of the abyssal plain in the Gulf of Oman. These ridges are probably
formed by squeezing and compression of former abyssal plain sediments with a
thin layer of pelagic sediments on their tops. This model represents the

ridge tops. The upper layer is based on coring data, but the lower layers are
tenunus asumptions.

ARABIAN FAN (C)

S R S Y S TR
R Sy IRl
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(C) Geoacoustic Models 3a, 3b, and 3c (fig 1, appendix A) were along a
line in the north central fan where bottom loss measurements were made during
the BEARING STAKE expedition. Additional Models Al-A5, inclusive (Hamilton
and Bachman, 1979), were composed to allow extrapolation of data to most of
the remainder of the fan. Model 2b (Hamilton and Bachman, 1979) is along an
expedition 1ine in Area 2, but no bottom loss measurements are currently

available along this 1ine. Model 2b can be used as an additional model for
extrapolation.

ey e ]

(C) The additional models (A1-A5) were placed to give reasonable areal
coverage over the fan, and where additional information was available on
sediment and sedimentary rock thicknesses. These models were placed as

follows (see fig 1; and lat. and long. in appropriate tables in Hamilton and
Bachman, 1979).

D P T et SRy g R

(1) Geoacoustic Model Al was placed in the southeast fan near an

acoustic reflection line between Deep Sea Drilling Project Sites
: 221 and 222.

(2) Geoacoustic Model A2 was along a USNS WILKES acoustic reflection
1ine in the south central fan.

(3) Geoacoustic Model A3a in the south central fan was placed on a
WILKES track. Models A3b and A3c were placed in the southeast
and southwest fan on the 1000 m sediment thickness (isopach)

. 1ine of Naini and Talwani (personal communication, 1977?.

R e e T e e

: (4) Geoacoustic Models Ad4a and A4b were near the southern end of the
!

fan and on the 500 m sediment thickness contour lines of Naini
and Talwani.

! (5) Geoacoustic Model A5 was placed to obtain a real coverage in the
, northwest fan. It is on the 3400 m water depth contour. The
sediment thickness from Naini and Talwani is 2300 m.

(C) A1l the models for the Arabian Fan are essentially the same except
for surface ("Sfc") properties, which depend on water depth. This is because
a common velocity-sediment depth curve was averaged from sonobuoy measurements
and used over the whole fan; and because generalized data for the upper three

meters of sediments were determined from averages in eight cores in Area 3 and
used for the whole fan.
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OWEN RIDGE (C)

r}/

\
et

; (C) Owen Ridge forms the western boundary of the Arabian Fan (fig 1). It
- is an uplifted block of sediments and rocks which is tilted to form a low

. slope to the west. The eastern boundary of Owen Ridge is a relatively steep
=4 fault scarp.

:

4 (C) Geoacoustic Model 2a (Hamilton and Bachman, 1979) is on top of Owen
A2 Ridge in BEARINg STAKE Agea 2, DSDP Site 224 was drilled to the north of

= Model 2a (at 1633'N, 53“42'E) and the DSDP report furnished much useful data
% which helped to formulate the model.

5.

e (C) Although on top of a ridge, there is a thick section for this envi-
i roment (795 m of sediments and sedimentary rocks over basalt). There are no
%k models farther west, but Model 2a can be used to compute bottom losses into

* «
[

the basin to the west; for example, along KINGSPORT track 2P1 (fig 1). For
some acoustic modeling purposes, special attention should be accorded the .
asymmetric nature of Owen Ridge. The fault scarp on the gast side of the i

ridge (in the vicinity of Area 2) has a slope of aBout 177. On the west side
of the ridge the relatively low slope is about 2.5

CARLSBERG RIDGE (C)

‘;:
:N
]
5
%
":
it
o
3
2,
&
-

(C) Carlsberg Ridge which forms the southern boundary of the Arabian Fan
was described in the section Geologic Setting. This basaltic ridge, as noted,
1s rough, with steep escarpments, gaps, fissures, isolated ridges and sea-

mounts. Near and along the top of this feature there are only thin patches of
sediments in depressions.

(C) The rugged topography would control bottom losses, and it would be
impossible to model the area as a generality. Small areas could be modeled, ]
given a very detailed bathymetric chart. Geoacoustic Model A6 (Hamilton and :
Bachman, 1979), placed on the crest of the Carlsberg Ridge, indicates a small
area wherein basaltic lavas are at the seafloor with no sediment cover. The

velocity data areofrom a sgismic refraction survey line measured by the f
Soviets through 5°00'N, 62°30'E.

SOMALI BASIN (C)

(C) Geoacoustic Models 4a, 4b, and 4c (4a in appendix A) can be used to
extrapolate data in the Somali Basin and adjacent areas. Model 4a, in the
center of the plain, can be used within the 4800 m contour (fig 1). Model 4b N
can be used for the slopes and top of Chain Ridge on the east side of the
basin. Geoacoustic Model 4c can be used to represent the African continental
rise, west of the basin, from the 4800 m contour to about the 4000 m contour.
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APPENDIX III-A: (U) GEOACOUSTIC MODELS

INTRODUCTION (U)

(U) The following examples of the ten BEARING STAKE geocacoustic models of
the seafloor are along the tracks of the USNS KINGSPORT during the expedition
(fig 1). These ten models are intended primarily for use in reconciling ex-
perimental bottom loss measurements with theory, and secondarily for use with
other models in Hamilton and Bachman (1979) for extrapolating measurements and

predictions to other, adjacent, areas.

(U) In the following tables, in most cases, the listed numerical values
of properties are not rounded off but are shown as computed (to better indi-
cate trends and gradients). There is no intent to indicate accuracy or prob-
able errors. All values must be considered as generalizations and estimates
especially when one model is extrapolated over a general area or along an

insonified 1ine along the seafloor.

(C) LIST OF GEOACOUSTIC MODELS (U)

Number Area Location Page
la (C) Gulf of Oman (Sites 1A and 1B) 23933'N 61°09'E 78
3a (C) Arabian Sea, Central Arabian Fan  15%4'E 64%32'E 82
3b (C) Arabian Sea, Central Arabian Fan  17°19'N 65°25'€ 87
3¢ (C) Arabian Sea, Central Arabian Fan  18%28't 66%04'E 89
4a (C) Somali Basin, off Northeast Africa 5°08'E 52°10'E 91
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(C) Geoacoustic Model: 1la Area: Gulf of Oman (Area 1A and 1B) (C)
Location: 23°33'N Lat.: 61°09'F Long.

Water Depth: Echo-Sounder: 1826 fm; 3340 m; set at 1500 m/s
Corrected: 1831 fm; 3348 m (from station data)

Province ana Description of the seafloor: Abyssal Plain Province. The sea-
floor is composed of a first layer of flat-lying turbidites overlying two

other sedimentary rock layers which dip to the north. The acoustic basement
is probably basalt.

Layer Thickness, Depth, Velocity, m/s Attenuation,
No. Material m Vp VS kp ks
s m (1) (2) (3) (4)
Btm Water 1514.5
Seafloor
Sediment Sfc 1515 120 0/05 0.10 0.20 15.0
100 1638 377 0.07 0.1 0.19 16.5
200 1750 442 0.10 0.12 0.17 18.0
1 and 300 1851 499 0.12 0.13 0.16 19.5
400 1943 558 0.14 21.0
500 2026 619 0.14 21.0
Sedimentary & g 600 2101 679 0.12 18.0
o o 700 2168 730 0.11 16.5
Rock 800 2230 780 0.10 15.0
900 2286 820 0.08 12.0
1000 2337 860 0.07 10.5
1100 2385 900 0.06 9.0
1200 2429 935 0.0.5 7.5
1250- 2450 950 0.05 7.5
1250+ 2565 1040 0.05 7.5
2 Sedimentary & 8 1743 2900 1300 0.03 4.5
Rock =
2236- 3235 1560 0.02 3.0
2236+ 3400 1700 0.02 3.0
o <
3 Sedimentary S 2788 3685 1843 0.02 3.0
Rock i
] J 3340- 3975 1988 0.02 3.0
4 Basalt (?7) 3340+ 4600 2270 0.02 0.07
(cont.)
78

Density,
9/cm3
(5)

1.04306

1.58
1.67

1.80
1.91

2.02
2.10

2.13
2.15

2.18
2.20

2.22
2.24
2.25
2.26
2.30
2.40

2,49

2.52
2.57
2.61
2.50

*
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(C) Model 1a (cont) (V)

Notes (for further derivation of values and discussions see Hamilton and
Bachman, 1979) (V)

ey TR
R B S T Y

il et g

1. (U) Vp (Compressional Wave (Sound) Velocity).

bRy SNSRI RO TIORE AG Y

o ST e e
R
et 3

a. (U) First layer
Vp = 1.515 + 1.2920 - 0.6110° + 0.141p°

where Vp is in km/s, and depth in the seafloor, D is in km

(U) Lower layers: Vps from literature.

VS (Shear Wave Velocity). From unpublished study by Hamilton of

Vp/vS ratios in marine sediments and rocks. Basalt VS from
Christensen and Salisbury (1975).

S Y ey
gm.» o E g zun e 5
o
.

2. (V)

5’

BT ot T e o SRR R R BT R o
. ) . J— AT A SN TR R PR SRR e e A d i
ST R R AR R K R i

-

31

3. (V) kp (Constant in: attenuation of compressional waves,a., in dB/m

= kpf; where f is frequency in kHz). The three listed values to

300 m are: probable minimum, recommended for first trial in

bottom loss modeling, and probable maximum. From Hamilton
(1972, 1974, 1976a).

p Y e | asons
¥ o Y »

Sannar B
u
-+
.

(U) kg (Constant in: attenuation of shear waves,a., in dB/m = ksf;

where f is frequency in kHz. Based on Hamilton (1976c) at

surface; proportional to kp at depth.

4

[ 2 |
&

5. (U) Density (Saturated bulk density, in situ). Surface density
computed from core data. Density at depth from Hamilton (1978,
1976b). Basalt density from Christensen and Salisbury (1975).

F e

6. (U) General

o

a. (U) "Thickness, s" (in seconds of one-way sound travel time)
from reflection records. "Thickness, m" from one-way
travel time and layer mean velocity.

Smnd)

b. (U) In the above model, the "Sfc" (surface) values are a com-
posite of the 0-1 depth interval. For a detailed model of
this interval see the diagram and notes below.

VOIS ey S Tt ﬁ n

SRS b
-l

. . " P o A S TR
A RPN R LR R G e

(cont)

CONFIDENTIAL

0T T e
b2

S0 ot o e o revala wlh

SEBRASATIW LT L




e T e e oSO AR B et 77 7™
: T o e e R VR S OB SRR e R R R 2
—— P, AL ﬁw%#wmwﬁ;‘m« TR T 8
AETBOETNY

& :

: R N 2 AR 290003 v S s S § v 12 n n v e PR R - R R R A~ e
o
g
I

2,
-

e

=
5

CONFIDENTIAL

Cetail of First Meter

O A ST AT

e 1,,_
T b e e sy B A Sh R

Layer Thickness Depth, Velocity, m/s Attenuation, Dens;ty
No. Material m Vp VS kp kS g/em
‘ s m (1) (2) (3) (4)  (5)
E Btm Water 1514.5 1.04306
¢ Sfc 1485 115 0.05 0.10 0.20 15.0 1.53
4 la Silt clay *
= = 0.8- 1486 119 0.10 15.0 1.53
* 8 0 4 0.85 13.0 1.80
1b Silt > 1620 3¢ §.45 0.60 0.85 13. .
7
o Notes (U)
1 : S22
)ﬁ .
% 1. (U) The geoacoustic models (such as in the main table) showing thick
!

sediment and sedimentary rock sections over "acoustic basement” (such
as basalt) are generalized and do not account for the multiple

reflectors as seen (usually at high frequencies), for example, in the
3.5-kHz records, or in cores.

2. (U) If a detailed, multireflector model is desired, the above
sequence of a thicker silt-clay layer and a th.nner silt (or other)

layer can be alternated to any desired depth. 1f so, the property
values can be corrected for depth as follows.

o N R SR

f{ a. (U) For the silt-clay layer. N
2

=

4 (1) (V) For Vp: increase Vp using gradients computed from the

:

Vp vs depth equation. -

(2) (U) Other properties: vary the value of the property with
depth using the appropriate gradient from the values listed in the main table. -

[N

3N

b. (U) For the silt (or other layer).

SRR P e

(1) () For Vp: increase V_ as above for silt-clay.

p
5 (2) (U) For kp: vary kp along line "B" and "C" (Figure 7).
5
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(3) (U) Other properties: as above for silt-clay.

3. (U) It should be noted that in areas where turdidites form abyssal
plains or fans (such as in the Oman Basin, Arabian Fan, and Somali
Basin), the reflectors usually represent coarser sediments spilling
discontinuously from leveed channels. These reflectors cannot
usually, be followed over very great distances, nor correlated from
area to area. Any detail, as above, is a gross generalization of
widely varying layers (in thickness and properties).

ey BER RN

4. (U) The values listed in the main, general table for "Sfc" (surface)
are composite, proportional values for the first one meter of sedi-
ment (illustrated above). Other properties in three cores for 0-1 m
depth are as follows (silt-clay porosity was salt corrected from Core
4 in center of basin; silt porosity from velocity-porosity relations
of other data).

»1 i » é !

o

Do vy

Property Silt-clay Silt
Velocity ratio 0.98 1.07

genrar
a ]

Composite: 1.00
Porosity,% 71 55

5‘%"“9

Composite: 68

g; Mean grain size, 8.39 6.09
(No. in sample) (46) (6)
g: Grain density,g/cm3 Average of all samples: 2.73

(no. in sample) (56)

gu et ol E

5. (U) Although the generalized illustration, above, indicates a sharp
top boundary between the silt-clay and silt layers, it is more apt to
be gradational in all properties.

.
gy

TABLE 1A-1. (U) IN SITU PROPERTIES OF BOTTOM WATER. (U)

=3

True T. S, P, Sound Density, Impedance,

Depth % ppt kg/cm? speed, g/cm’ g/cmCsec
m/sec x10°

3348 1.83 34.74 346.7 1514.5 1.04306 1.57971

END of Model la
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ﬁ; §§ (C) Geoacoustic Model: 3a Area: Arabian Sea, Central Arabian Fan (C) ;
5 -
= U Location: 15%44'N  Lat.: 64°32'E  Long. N
2 Water Depth: Echo-Sounder: 2081fm; 3805 m; set at 1500 m/s ‘
3 Corrected: 2089 fm; 3820 m (Matthew's Tables)
§ Province and Description of the seafloor: Abyssal Plain (abyssal Deep-Sea .
A Fan) Province. The Arabian Fan (or "Cone") was formed by very thick accumu-
> lations of turbidity current deposits overlying basalt. The sediments are
z transported through natural, leveed channels from sources in northern India
:oa and Pakistan, and deposited on the fan.
]
;% g Layer Thickness Depth, Velocity, m/s Attenuation, Densigy,
%% % No. Material m Vp Ve kp Ks g/cm
- s o (1) (2) (3) () (5)
Btm Water 1521.5 1.0514 °
E
= - Seaf1oor
SR I Sfc 1506 125 0.05 0.10 0.20 15.0 1.57
s Sediment 100 1624 361 0.07 0.11 0.19 16.5 1.65
I 200 1736 435 0.10 0.12 0.17 18.0 1.78
S 300 1844 494 0.12 0.13 0.16 19.5 1.90 )
_§ & and 400 1948 562 0.14 21.0 2.02
N 500 2047 635 0.14 21.0 2.10
e 2 o 600 2142 714 0.12 18.0 2.14
. C 700 2234 780 0.11 16.5 2.17
s & Sedimentary ~ & 800 2321 850 0.10 15.0 2.21
= 1 300 2406 915 0.08 12.0 2.24
IS Rock 1000 2487 975 0.07 10.5 2.27
b & 1500 2852 1260 0.04 6.0 2.38
S 2000 3166 1505 0.02 3.0 2.47
| 2500 3456 1728 0.02 3.0 2.53
P 3000 3747 1874 0.02 3.0 2.58
g © 3500 4065 2033 0.02 3.0 2.62
B2 ‘ 3530- 4085 2043 0.02 3.0 2.62
;1 i‘ 2 Basalt 3530+ 5400 2744 0.02 0.07 2.72
2 i TABLE 3A-1. (C) 1IN SITU PROPERTIES OF ROTTOM WATER. (V)
b o
o & True T, S, P, Sound Density, Impedance,
b Depth, o ppt kg/cm2 speed, g/cm3 g/cmzs
- m n/s x10° .
T
(I 3820 1.73 34.72 395.9 1521.5 1.04514 1.59018 'g
iz
ok (cont)
1 i
i % 82
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(C) Mode! 3a (cont) (V)

Notes (for further derivation of values and discussions see Hamiltor cud
Sachman, 1979) (u)

1. (V) Vp (Compressional Wave (Sound) Velocity).
a. (V) First layer.
V= 1,506 + 1,200 - 0.2530% + 0.0340°

R

s AN WE W an

E p
1 where Vp is in km/s, and depth in the seafloor, D, is in km
]; b. (U) Lower Layers: V_s from literature.

p

£

S

=

% b 2. (W) V¢ (Shear Wave Velocity). From unpublished study by Hamilton of
i‘} ]Q Vp/\lS ratios in marine sediments and rocks. Basalt VS from

'g : Christensen and Salisbury (1978).

i % ig 3. (U) kp (Constant in: attenuation of compressional waves o, in dB/m
'§ ! = Kk f; where f is frequency in kHz). The three listed values to
i% g; 300 m are: probable minimum, recommended for first trial in

g : botiom loss modeling, and probable maxisum. From Hamilton
SR (1972, 1974, 1976a).

Foned

4, (U) ks (Constant in: attenuation of shear waves, g in dB/m = ksf;

. where f is frequency in kHz. Based on Hamilton (1976¢) at
: surface; proportional to kp at depth.

SRS

]
¥

im

; 5. (U) Density (Saturated bulk density, in situ). Surface density
! computed from core data. Density at depth from Hamilton (1978,
1976b). Basalt density from Christensen and Salisbury (1975).

R A Ay P
[ P,
L 3 3

oy

B ;8 .
e R T s R e g e e e

2
EGalid

ig f 3’ 6. (U) General
3 f e a. (U) "Thickness, s" (in seconds of one-way sound trave! time)
i . .. from retlection records. “Thickness, m" from one-way
‘ g trave! time and layer mean velocity.
da
b. (U) In the above model, the “Sfc" values are a composite of the
1 0-3 m depth interval. For a detailed model of this in-
E terval see the diagram and notes below.
S 7. (U) The relaticnships between Geoacoustic Model 3a and the other

models in Area 3 (3b, 3c) are indicated in the accompanying diagram,
which also illustrates water depths and sediment thicknesses (see
alse figure 3 for reflection records along this track).
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Detail of First Three Meters

Layer Thickness, Depth, Velocity, m/s Actenuation, bensity,
No. Material m Vp VS kp ks g/cm
s m (1 (2) (3) (4) (5)

Btm 1521.5 1.04514

Seafloor

3
g
3
2
¢
3
H%
£
.
&
3
3
!
.
. N

l Sfc 1491 115 9.65 0.10 0.20 15.0 1.55
o0
~  2.8- 1494 128 0.10 15.0 1.55

I 2.8+

3.3-

la Silt clay

poe sapoges " — o gt S e T 1t s A e o
A T TGN e R AR T W s O rie® «
. g : jsi” : B
3 -' o y o
e

1b Sand-silt-clay 1610 175 G.60 13.0 1.80

!
o
o

»

S

Notes (U)

.‘ - .
SRR S S B RS

1. (V) The geoacoustic models (such as in the main table) showing thick
sediment and sedimentary rock sections over "acoustic basement" (such
as basalt) zre generalized and do not account for the multiple re-
flectors as seen {usually at high freguencies), for example, in the
3.5-kHz records, or in cores.

g A .ot
& M vy
O SR

S

2. (V) If a detailed, multireflector model is desired, the above
sequence of a thicker silt-clay layer and a thinner silt (or other)
layer can be alternated to any desired depth. If so, tnhe property
values can be corrected for depth as follows:

,/'

BT MENON a2 i ARopeha,
.

a. f{U) For the silt-clay layer.
(1) (u) For Vp: increase Vp using gradients computed from the

Vp vs. depth equation.

(2) (u) Other properties: vary the value of the property with
depth using the appropriate gradient from the values listed
in the main table.

S s .
T T AR & WO o
S e
» 2y e, . i - . Tty it
E S A O SR S A e e e N e R A N 7

. '

- b. (u) For the silt (or other layev). ;

%%g g { (1) (u) For Vp: increase Vp as above for silt-clay. ,

- ¢ !

;;'( K (2) (u) For kp: vary kp along line "B" and “C" (fig 7). :

<13 y '4

i Fo

%%{ k- (3) (U) Other properties: as above for silt-clay. é
g (cont.) vy
§: .E
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Figure III-7. (U) Attenuation of compressioral waves (expressed as the constant

k, in attenuation in dB/m, iy = kkaz) versus depth in the sea floor {from

Hamilton, 1976a). Symbols: circles, measurements rrom the literature; triangles,
squares, and diamonds represent the first, second, and third layers, respectively, 3
: in the sea f'oor i2 sever areas (frcin Meprochnov, 1971). See Hamilton (1976a) §
1 for additional information. (U) 3
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It should be noted that in areas where turbidites form abyssal plains
or fans (such as in the Oman Basin, Arabian Fan, and Somali Basin),
the reflectors usually represent coarser sediments spilling
discontinuously from leveed channels. These rzflectors cannot,
usually, be followed over very great distances, nor correlated from
area to area. Any detail, as above, is a gross generalization of
widely varying layers (in thickness and properties).

(U) The values listed in the main, general table for "Sfc" (surface)
are composite values for the 0-3 m depth interval (illustrated
above). Some averaged properties in eight cores for this interval,
other than those listed above, are as follows (siit-clay porosity is
based on salt-corrected value in the first two samples in each core;
sandsilt-clay porosity based on velocity-porosity relations from

otner data). ,

Property Silt-clay Sand-silt-clay
Velocity ratio 0.98 1.06
Composite: 0.99
Porosity, % 70 55
Composite: 69
rain size, 8.55 5.86
No. in sample) (466) (2)
Grain density, g/cm3 Avg. all samples: 2.74
(457)

(U) Although the generalized illustration, above, indicates a sharp
top boundary between the sitt-clay and sand-silt-clay layers, it is
more apt to be gradational in all properties.

END of Model 3a

38

. . .
GEOACQUSTIC MODEL 3A 17°19'N LAT. 3c. 18°28'N LAT. 3C' 5 18°41°N LAT.
65°25'E LONG. 66°04'E LONG. 66°11'E LONG
SEA SURFACE :
“_—-————-109 nmi L-.-———T:‘; AMI =y 14
—— L ams
WATER ”"'] s
3170 m
3500 m 3080 m

3820 m

SEA £1.00R

-

:‘Tf\ RAROEAOAN
F SEDIMENTS
AND 3260 m
SEDIMENTARY
3540
m ROCK NOTE: MODEL 3C': SEE

FOOTNOTE (7) UNDER
MODEL 3C

BASALT
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GEOACOQUSTIC MODELS 3A, 38, AND 3C
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(C) Geoacoustic Model: 3b Area: Arabian Sea, Central Arabian Fan (C)
Location: 17°19'N Lat.: 65%25'F Long.

Water Depth: Echo-Sounder: 1908 fm: 3489 m: set at 1500 m/s
Corrected: 1914 fm: 3500 m (Matthews' Tables)

Province and Description of the seafloor: Abyssal Plain (Abyssal Deep-Sea
Fan) Province. The Arabian Fan (or “Cone") was formed by very thick accumula-
tions of turbidity current deposits overlying basalt. The sediments are
transported through natural, leveed channels from sources in northern India
and Pakistan, and deposited on the fan.

Layer Thickness Depth, Velocity, m/s Attenuation
No. material m Vp Vs kp ks
s m (1) (2) (3) (4)
Btm Water 1516.5
Seafloor
)
| Sfc 11501 125 0.05 0.10 0.20 15.0
Sediment 100 1619 35 0.07 0.11 0.19 16.05
200 1731 433 0.10 0.12 0.17 18.01
300 1839 491 0.12 0.13 0.16 19.5
and 400 1943 558 0.14 21.00
- o 500 2042 631 014 21.0
Sedimentary <~ 2 600 2137 710 0.12 18.0
1 Rock — o 700 2229 780 0.11 16.5
800 2316 845 0.10 15.0
900 2401 910 0.08 12.0
1000 2482 975 0.07 10.5
1500 2847 1255 0.04 6.0
2000 3161 1500 0.02 3.0
2500 3451 1726 0.02 3.0
3060 3742 1871 0.02 3.0
3260- 3902 1951 0.02 3.0
2 Basalt 3260+ 5400 2744 0.02 0.7
TABLE 3B-1. (C) 1IN SITU PROPERTIES OF BOTTOM WATER. (U)
True t, S, P, Sound Density, Impedance,
Depth ¢ ppt kg/cm2 speed, glcm3 g/cmzsec
5
m m/sec x10
3500 1.74 34.73 362/5 1516.5 1.04373 1.58282
(cont)
87

Density,
g/cm3
(5)
1.04373
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(C) Model 3b (cont) (V)

Notes (for further derivation of values and discussion see Hamilton and
Bachman, 1979) (U)

1. (V) Vp (Compressional Wave (Sound) Velocity),
a. First layer E

V. = 1.501 + 1.200 - 0.2530% + 0.034D°

P

where Vp is in km/s, and depth in the seafloor, D, is in km

5. (U) Lower layers: Vps from literature. -
2. (U) Vs (Shear Wave Velocity). From unpublished study by Hamilton of .
Vp/Vs ratios in marine sediments and rocks. Basalt VS from Christen-

sen and Salisbury (1975).

3. (W) kp (Constant in: attenuation of compressional waves,ap, in Ty
dB/m = kpf; where f is frequency in kHz). The three listed values to

300 m are: probable minimum, recommended for first trial in bottom
loss ?ode1ing, and probable maximum. From Hamilton (1972, 1974, |
1976a). -

4, (V) kg (Constant in: attenuation of shear waves,a,» in dB/m = k.f; !

where f is frequency in kHz. Based on Hamilton (1976c) at surface;
proportional to kp at depth.

5. (U) Density (Saturated bulk density, in situ). Surface density
computed from core data. Density at depth from Hamilton (1978,
1976b). Basalt density from Christensen and Salisbury (1975).

6. (U) General

a. (U) "Thickness, s" (in seconds of one-way sound travel time)
from reflection records. "Thickness, m" from one-way
travel time and layer mean velocity.

b. (U) In the above model, the "Sfc" (surface) values are a
composite for the 0-3 m depth interval. If a detailed
model of this interval is desired: use detailed model as
in 3a except change silt-clay V_s to 1486 (Sfc, V_ ratio of
0.98) and 1489 at 2.8 m. P P

7. (U) The relationships between Geoacoustic Model 3b and the other
models in Area 3 (3a, 3c) are indicated in the diagram in model 3a.

END of Model 3b
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(C) Geoacoustic Model: 3c Area: Arabian Sea, Central Arabian Fan (C)
Location: 18928'N Lat. 66°04'E Long.

Water Depth: Echo-Sounder: 1730 fm; 3164 m; set at 1500 m/s
Corrected: 1733 fm; 3170 m (Matthews' Tables)

Province and Description of the seafloor: Abyssal Plain (Abyssal Deep-Sea
Fan) Province. The Arabian Fan (or "Cone") was formed by very thick accumula-
tions of turbidity current deposits overlying basalt. The sediments are
transported through natural, leveed channels from sources in northern India
and Pakistan, and deposited on the fan.

Layer Thickness Depth, Velocity, m/s Attenuation, Density,
No. Material m Vp Vs kp kp g/cm
s m (1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
Btm Water 1510.9 1.04227
Seafloor ] |
Sediment Sfc 1495 1265 0.05 0.10 0.20 15.0 1.57
100 1613 349 0.07 0.11 0.19 16.5 1.64
and 200 1725 430 0.10 0.12 0.17 18.0 1.77
300 1833 488 0.12 0.13 0.16 19.5 1.89
500 2036 626 0.14 21.0 2.10
1 Sedimentary 600 2131 705 0.12 18.0 2.14
o 700 2223 775 0.11 16.5 2.18
Rock <K 800 2310 840 0.10 15.0 2.21
o 900 2395 905 0.08 12.0 2.24
1000 2476 970 0,07 10.5 2.20
1500 2841 1250 0.04 6.0 2.39
1975- 3140 1485 0.02 3.0 2.46
2 Basalt | 1975+ 5400 2744 0.02 0.07 2.72

TABLE 3C-1. (C) IN SITU PROPERTIES OF BOTTOM WATER. (U)

True T, S, P, Sound Density, Impedance,
Depth, S ppt kg/cm2 speed, g/cm3 g/cmzs
m m/s x10
3170 1.80 34.74 328.2 1510.9 1.04227 1.57477
(cont)
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(C) Model 3¢ (cont) (U) B

Notes (for further derivation of values and discussions see Hamilton and
Bachman, 1979) (V) ;

1. (V) Vp (Compressional Wave (Sound) Velocity)

a, (U) First layer

V. = 1.495 + 1.200 - 0.2530° + 0.034D

p
where V_ is in km/s, and depth in the sea floor, D, is in km

E b. (U) Lower layers: Vps from literature.

3

R AT e e e

2. (V) VS (Shear Wave Velocity). From unpublished study by Hamilton of

§ Vp/VS ratios is marine sediments and rocks. Basalt Vo from

e Christensen and Salisbury (1975). ;
4 t;
§ 3. (V) kp (Constant in: attenuation of compressional waves,ap, in

'g dB/m = k _f; where f is frequency in kHz). The three listed values to g
§ 300 m are: probable minimum, recommended for first trial in bottom -t
L loss modeling, and probable maximum. From Hamilton (1972, 1974, -
5 1976a). |
§ 4, (U) KS (Constant in: attenuation of shear waves,a. in dB/m = ksf;

§ where f is frequency in kHz. Based on Hamilton (1976c) at surface; §
o proportional to kp at depth. -
% 5. (U) Density (Saturated bulk density, in situ). Surface density com- §
¥ puted from core data. Density at depth from Hamilton (1978, 1976b). o
B Basalt density from Christensen and Salisbury (1975).

] :
% 6. (U) General ;
& a. (V) "Thickness, s" (in seconds of one-way sound travel time)
' from reflection records. "Thickness, m" from one-way ]
é travel time and layer mean velocity. -
§‘ b. (U) In the above model, the "Sfc¢" values are a composite for

5 the 0-3 m depth interval. For a detailed model of this

5 interval: use the detailed model as in 3a except change

silt-clay V_ to 1480 (Sfc, V_ ratio of 0.98) and 1483 at
2.8m P P )

7. (U) Near the end of run S1 the acoustic basement rises into a ridge ..
as indicated in the diagram in model 3a. This ridge, now covered by
about 980 m of sediments, is verified as an elongate NW-SE trending
ridge by Naini (personal communication, 1977). For a geoacoustic
model over the ridge (3c'), use all information listed under model 3¢

to a depth of 980 m.

" 4

END of Model 3¢ ,

N R i .
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{C) Geoacoustic Model: 4a Area: Somali Basin, off northeast Africa (C)

Location: 05°08'N Lat. 52°16'F Long.

Water Depth: Echo-Sounder: 2769 fm; 5064 m; set at 1500 m/s
Corrected: 2789 fm; 5100 m (from station data)

Province and Description of the seafloor: Abyssal Plain Province. The
northern Somali Basin, between the east African continental rise and Chain
Ridge, is composed of a thick layer of flat-lying turbidite sediments and
sedimentary rocks overlying basalt.

Layer Thickness Depth, Velocity, m/s Attenuation
No. Material m Vp VS kp kS
s m (1) (2) (3) (4)
Btm Water 1543.8
Seafloor
! Sfc 1528 125 0.04 0.08 0.18 15.0
Sediment 100 1649 390 0.06 0.09 0.17 19.3
200 17€0 448 0.09 0.11 0.16 23.5
300 1864 507 0.11 0.12 0.15 25.7
and 400 1960 570 0.14 30.0
© 9 500 2048 636 0.14 30.0
Sedimentary o = 600 2128 702 C.12 25.7
700 2202 755 0.11 23.5
Rock 800 2269 810 0.10 21.4
900 2330 85¢ 0.08 17.1
1000 2385 900 0.07 15.0
1500 2582 1050 0.04 8.6
y 1595~ 2607 1070 0.03 6.4
L 1595+ 3500 1750 0.03 3.0
2 Sedimentary o =3 2065 3750 1875 0.02 3.0
Raock o
1 1 2535- 4000 2000 0.02 3.0
3 Basalt 2535+ 5300 2680 0.02 0.07
TABLE 4A-1. (C) IN SITU PROPERTIES OF BOTTOM WATER. (U)
True T, S, P, Sound Density Impedance,
Depth, % ppt kg/cm2 speed g/cm3 g/cmzs
m m/s
5100 1.38 34.69 529.6 1543.8 1.05065 1.62199

(cont)
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(C) Model 4a (cont) (U)

Notes (for further derivation of values and discussions see Hamilton and
Bachman, 1979) (1)

1.

(v) Vp (Compressional Wave (Sound) Velocity)
a. (U) First layer

V) = 1.528 + 1.250 - 0.450° + 0.05680°

where Vp is in km/s, and depth in the seafloor, D, is in km
b. (U) Lower layers: V_s from literature.

p
(u) VS (Shear Wave Velocity). From unpublished study by Hamilton of
Vp/VS ratios in marine sediments and rocks. Basalt VS from Christen-

sen and Salisbury (1975).

(V) kp (Constant in: attenuation of compressional waves,ap, in dB/m
= kpf; where f is frequency in kHz). The three listed values to 300
m are: probable minimum, recommended for first trial in bottom loss
modeling, and probable maximum. From Hamilton (1972, 1974, 1976a).
(U) K (Constant in: attenuation of shear waves,o , in dB/m = ksf;
where f is frequency in kHz. Based on Hamilton (1976c) at surface;
proportional to kp at depth.

(U) Density (Saturated bulk density, in situ). Surface density
computed from core data. Density at depth from Hamilton (1978,
1976b). Basalt density from Christensen and Salisbury (1975).

(U) General

a. (U) "Thickness, s" (in seconds of one-way sound travel time)
from reflection records. "Thickness, m" from one-way
travel time and layer mean velocity.

b. (U) 1n the above model, the "Sfc" (surface) values are a com-

posite for the 0-3 m depth interval. For a detailed model
of this interval see the diagrams and notes below.

(cont)
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[‘ Detail of First Three Meters

‘ Layer Thickness Depth Velocity, m/s Attenuation, Dens;ty,
l No. Material moovy v kp k g/cm
) S 1

TP, T

S
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
1543.8 1.05065

m
Sea Floor

} <fe 1513 115 0.03 0,07 0.17 15.0 1.39
i la Silt-clay o,

Btm Water

BTN R AT NP

2.8- 1517 128 0.03 0.07 0.17 15.0 1.39

2.8+

1b Sand-silt-clay 1635 175 0.04 0.06 0.08 13.0 1.78

3.0-

Y

4
3
e
i
8
€Y
v\ﬁ:;
2,
£

Notes (U)

1. (V) The geoacoustic models (such as in the main table) showing thick
sediment and sedimentary rock sections over "acoustic basement"
(such as basalt) are generalized and do not account for the
multiple reflectors as seen (usually at high frequencies), for
example, in the 3.5 kHz records, or in cores.

B R F A AT SR B

2. (U) If a detailed, multireflector model is desired, the above
sequence of a thicker silt-clay layer and a thinner silt (or
other) layer can be alternated to any desired depth. If so, the
property values can be corrected for depth as follows:

a. (U) For the silt-clay layer.

(1) (U) For Vp: increase Vp using gradients computed from the

Vp vs. depth equation.

(2) (U) Other properties: vary the value of the property with
depth using the appropriate gradient from the values

A A L s T

% listed in the main table.

lg b. (U) For the silt (or other layer).

f% A (1) (U) For Vp: increase Vp as above for silt-clay.

4 (2) (U) “or kp: vary kp along lines "B" and "C" (fig 7).
i (3) (u) Other properties: as above for silt-clay.

{cont)
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(U) It should be noted that in areas where turbidites form abyssal
plains or fans {such as in the Oman Basin, Arabian Fan, and Somali
Basin), the reflectors usually represent coarser sediments spilling
discontinuously from leveed channels. These reflectors cannot,
usually, be followed over very great distances, nor correlated from
area to area. Any detail, as above, is a gross generalization of
widely varying layers (in thickness and properties).

(U) The values listed in the main, general table for "Sfc" (surface)
are composite values for the 0-3 m depth interval (illustrated
above). Some averaged properties in four cores for this interval,
other than those listed above, are as foilows (porosity in silt-clay
(0-100 cm) is salt corrected; porosity in sand-silt-clay based on
velocity porosity relations from other data).

Property Silt-clay Sand-silt-clay
Velocity ratio 0.98 1.06
Composite: 0.99
Porosity, % 79 55
Composite: 77
Mean grain size, 0 8.95 5.48
(No. in sample) (182) (2)

Grain density, g/cm3 Avg. all samples: 2.66
(No. in sample) (179)

(U) Although the generalized iilustration, above, indicates a sharp
top boundary between the silt-clay and sand-silt-clay layers, it is
more apt to be gradational in all properties.

END of Model 4a
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CHAPTER IV. BOTTOM INTERACTION (U)
Iv.l (U) INTRODUCTION

(U) The primary data recording system devoted to analysis of bottom in-
teraction in BEARING STAKE was the vertical ACODAC (VAC) recorder. The VAC
data were analyzed at ARL:UT during FY77 (Mitchell et al., 1978); these bottom
loss results form the bulk of the data used in this section. In addition, the
BMA recordings from Sites 5 and 1A included portions which were analyzed for
bottom interaction (Focke, 1978); some of these results are presented here.

To obtain estimates of geophysical parameters, wide-angle profiling records
were obtained at Sites 4 and 5 (Naval Ocean Systems Center, 1977). These data
contributed to the geophysical models presented in chapter III of this report;
in turn, those results contributed to the bottom interaction modeling pre-
sented in section IV.3 of this chapter.

(U) Bottom interaction analysis work has included the interpretation of
BEARING STAKE bottom interaction data in terms of geoacoustic models and the
determination from the data of the values of geophysical parameters. Results
from the initial phases of this study are used here; methods and results are
described in detail by Mitchell et al. (1979).

(U) Locations of sites from which data are available are given in figure
1. Site particulars are given in table 1. The shading of figure 1 delineates

the different geophysical provinces on the basis of material supplied by
Hamilton (1978).

(C) This chapter provides ectimates of bottom loss versus grazing angle
and frequency for the different areas of the Northwest Indian Ocean. To the
extent possible, these are supported by data available from BEARING STAKE it-
self. In addition, it is shown that, in the major basin areas, calculated
bottom loss curves agree very well at all frequencies with the measured data.
These calculations are based upon the basic geoacoustic models of chapter III,
with values of some acoustic parameters modified by using the actual acoustic
data. These parameters are presented in section IV.3.

(C) 1In general, it was found that the bottom loss in the Northwest Indian
Ocean basin areas was low; actual values are given in the following section.
An important result of the current analysis is that these bottom loss values
can best be explained by assuming that attenuations at depths in these ocean

sedime?ts were considerably lower than predicted (only 15% to 40% of predicted
values).

IV.2 (U) BOTTOM LOSS DATA

(U) Bottom loss measurements from the BEARING STAKE exercise are pre-
sented in figures 2 through 5. Data recording, processing, and data quality
are described by Mitchell et al. (1978). The data in figures 2 and 3 (Sites
1B and 4) are averages over many samples from three source depths, two re-
ceiver depths, and the indicated numbers of reflections. The data from Site 3
(fig 4) are estimated from multipath propagation loss to near-bottom re-
ceivers; problems with the VAC (which are discussed by Mitchell et al. 1978)
prevented direct measurement of bottom loss at Site 3. The data from Site 5
are averages over three source depths (Focke, 1978) with a single receiver
depth being used.
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TABLE IV-1. (C) SUMMARY OF AVAILABLE BOTTOM LOSS DATA (U)

Frequency

Site Location Range (Hz) Comments

1 Oman Basin 20-500 Bottom limited — measurement difficulties
below 10-deg grazing angle.*

3 Arabian Basin 20-500 Estimates only because of VAC failure.*

5 Arabian Basin 20-1200 Bottom limited — measurement difficulties
below 10-deg grazing angle.**

4 Somali Basin  20-500 *

*Mitchell et al., 1978.
**Focke, 1978.

(C) The extent of the ocean bottom covered by the bottom loss averages
for each site is shown by the source tracks on figure 1. These tracks cross a
large part of the basins, so the bottom loss samples for each site are from a
large area. However, at each site, uniform results are obtained from along
the entire track. This indicates uniform bottom reflectivity within each
basin area. This result is consistent with the geophysical descriptions which
show uniform sediment types in each basin.

(C) The bottom loss data shown for the Arabian Basin, particularly for
Site 5 (fig 5), show very little loss. This is demonstrated by figure 6,
which shows the envelope of the signal from a shot at long range received at
Site 5. The presence of the reflected-arrival pulses after many reflections
is another indication of the very low bottom loss in the area.

IV.3 (U) MODELING

(C) The BEARING STAKE acoustic assessment requires accurate estimates of
bottom loss for a major portion of this region. Bottom loss values are needed
for frequencies ranging from 25 Hz up to 1 kHz. During the exercise itself,
bottom loss measurements were taken at selected sites for frequencies that
generally were 500 Hz or less (Mitchell, 1978). Bottom loss estimates are
being extended to other regions and other frequencies through the use of
numerical models of the bottom loss.

(U) Modeling of bottom loss requires parameters from a geoacoustic model.
Table 2 presents the parameters needed to model the bottom loss at Site 1B.
0f necessity, many of the parameters defining a geoacoustic model are extrapo-
lated or predicted values, since these parameters are difficult to measure in

situ. These estimates are based on data reported in the literature and on
laboratory measurements of physical properties of sediment samples (Hamilton,
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INITIAL GEOACQUSTIC INPUTS FOR BOTTOM LOSS
CALCULATIONS IN THE OMAN BASIN (FROM REF 4). (U)

Attenuation-k Density
Layer Material |Depth(m) Velocity(m/s) (dB/m - kHz) (g/cm3)
Bottom Water 1514.5 1.04306
0. 1515, .10 1.59
100. 1638. 11 1.67
200. 1750. .12 1.80
300. 1851. .13 1.91
400. 1943, .14 2.02
500. 2026. .14 2.10
600. 2101. .12 2.13
Sediment 700, 2168, .11 2.15
800. 2230, .10 2,18
900. 2286. .08 2.20
1000, 2337. .07 2,22
1100. 2385, .06 2,24
1200. 2429, .05 2,25
1231. 2443 .05 2.26
Sedimentary Rock| 1231. 2565, .05 2.30

Substrate shear wave velocity 1040 m/s

Substrate shear wave attenuation 7.5 dB/m - kHz

1974). Therefore, the geoacoustic parameter estimates for a particular area
generally can be improved by using actual acoustic data prior to their use as
parameter inputs for prediction of bottom loss.

(U) Modifications to the geoacoustic parameters which are given here were
based on comparisons between measured and calculated bottom loss. The esti-
mates from Hamilton (1978) of the geoacoustic parameters, such as those in
table 2, were used as inputs for the first comparison. Those parameters which
have large uncertainties and which have a major effect on the predicted 1oss
were thea varied to improve the comparison between the calculated and the
measured values of bottom loss.
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(U) An understanding of how the various geoacoustic parameters affect the
bottom loss calculations can aid in making modificativns to these parameters.

(U) A simple picture of energy interacting with the ocean bottom would
combine energy reflected from the water/sediment interface and energy penetra-
ting into the sediment and then being reflected or refracted back into the
water (fig 7). The energy reflected at the sediment surface can be determined
by calculating a reflection coefficient. The amount of energy reflected or
refracted through the sediment can be determined by tracing rays through an
attenuating medium.

(U) The reflection due to impedance mismatch at the water/sediment inter-
face can be determined by matching the boundary conditions at the interface.
By following Brekhovskikh (1960), the Rayleigh reflection coefficient is found
to be

msin @ - (n2 - cos2 0)1/2 1)
V = s
msin @ + (n2 - cos2 0)1/2

m = os/ow .

=
1l

cw/cS R

where 0 is grazing angle in the water, p is density, ¢ is sound speed, and the
subscripts denote either the sediment (s) or the water (w).

As the grazing angle increases, V rapidly converges to the high-angle limit

V = S S W W (2)
+ 0
S S W oW

obtained by setting the grazing angle to 90°. Since Cs and Cu generally
differ by less than 2%, this high angle 1imit is determined primarily by the
density contrast of the interface.

(U) Energy transmitted through the bottom will be influenced by the
structure of the bottom. An increase in path length, L(8), will tend to in-
crease the loss for the penetrating ray. As an example, if the bottom has a
constant attenuation with depth, o, the loss in decibels incurred along a ray
path through the bottom will be

Loss = al(8) (3)

As the grazing angle increases, the path length and thus the loss increase
until a reflecting layer at some depth is reached (Hawker et al., 1979). The
sound speed gradient and the interface sound speed ratio also affect the path
length. Doubling the sound speed gradient will decrease L(@) by one-half.
When n, the sound speed ratio, is near 1, a 1% variation in this ratio can
vary the path length from 0 to over 500 m for small grazing angles. If this
{atio is greater than 1, angles below the critical angle will have zero path
ength.
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Figure IV-6, (C) Envelope of 91-m SUS arrival at Site 5 from
465~-km range. The long duration indicates very low bottom loss

in the Arabian Basin. (C)
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Figure IV-7. (U) Ray path presentation of bottom interacting

energy. (U)
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(U) Figure 8 presents a comparison between a computed (Hawker et al.,
1979) bottom loss and eq 2 and 3. The geoacoustic inputs used in these calcu-
lations are those presented in table 2 and figure 9. The calculations were
mage at a frequency of 100 Hz. In this example at grazing angles greater than
40" the bottom loss is deinated by the Rayleigh reflection and can be approx-
imated by eq 2. Below 35" the bottom loss fluctuates about the curve defined
by the losses incurred along the ray paths (eq 3). The fluctuations result
from phase interferences between the Rayleigh reflection and the bottom pene-
trating contributions. These fluctuations tend to disappear when the bottom
loss calculations are averaged over a one-third octave band, as will be done
for the remaining calculated curves.

(U) Variations in the geoacoustic parameters will change the relationship
between curves a and b in figure 8. For example, changes in the interface
density contrast will shift curve a up or down. Changes in the interface
sound speed contrast will shift the lower portion of curve b left or right.
Changes in the sound speed gradient or the attenuation will shift the upper
portion of curve b left or right as well as changing the slcpe of curve b.

(U) A1l modifications to the geoacoustic parameters have been simple for
the work reported here. For example, if the attenuation was to be decreased,
it was decreased by the same factor at all depths. Modifications of a more
complex nature will be done as part of ongoing work.

(U) Modifications to the geoacoustic parameters are based on comparisons
between calculated bottom loss runs and measured data. The measured bottom
loss values were computed in one-third octave bgnds. The measurements pre-
sented in this report were then averaged over 2° angular bins. The theoret-
ical bottom losses shown here were also calculated over one-third octave
bands, but they have been plotted every degree without averaging over angle.

(U) The initial bottom loss model computations were made for the Oman
Basin at frequencies of 25 and 200 Hz (fig 10 and 11). The geoacoustic model
has been presented in figure 9. These initial computed values showed that
modifications to the geoacoustic model were Beeded in order to substantially
decrease the bottom loss for angles below 40°. Based on the discussion above,
modifications to the sound speed gradient or the attenuation would affect the
losses at these lower angles. Separate analysis of the VAC data indicates
that the gradient is approximately correct, so the attenuation values have
been varied.

(U) The attenuation values were first decreased by a factor of fwo. The
resulting comparisons at 25 Hz are presented in figure 12. Below 40" the
agreement between calculation and measurement is within 1 dB. Figure 13 shows
that, at 200 Hz, however, there were still large discrepancies (8 dB or more)
between the two curves. When the attenuation at all depths was decreased to
one-seventh that of figure 9, the resulting calculations at 200 Hz were within
1 dB of the measured values, as shown by figure 14. Calculations at 25 Hz,
shown in figgre 15, were within 1 dB of the measurements for grazing angles
Tess than 35 . Above 35 the 25-Hz measured data show a rapid igcrease in
loss out to 45° while the calculations increase slowly out to 53” and then
increase rapidly.
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(U) In long range acoustic propagation the low-angle, low-loss region of
the bottom loss curves dominates the influence of the bottom (Spofford, 1978).
The calculated bottom loss curves in figures 14 and 15 are within 0.5 dB of
the measured values in the low-angle, low-loss region. They will lead to
reasonable predictions of long range acoustic propagation. The modified geo-
acoustic model for the Oman Basin has one-seventh the attenuation of the

initial model (fig 16).

(U) Future mod:fications to this geoacoustic model will deal with the
factors influencing tottom loss at the higher angles and frequencies below 100
Hz. Increased attenuation at depth will result in increased losses at the low
frequencies. Because the higher frequencies are dominated by the Rayleigh
reflection at these angles, the high-frequency loss should be unaffected by
such modifications.

(C) Table 3 presents the adjusted geoacoustic parameter values which were
used to compute bottom loss for the Oman Basin. Bottom loss measurements from
the Somali Basin (fig 3) and the Arabian Basin (fig 4) during the BEARING
STAKE exercise have also been used to modify the geoacoustic parameters for
these regions. Modifications were derived in the manner described above for
the Oman Basin. In the Somali Basin the attenuation values at all depths were
reduced to 0.4 of the initial values. The resultant geoacoustic parameters
used for bottom loss calculations are presented in table 4. In the Arabian
Basin, as was the case in the Oman Basin, the attenuations were reduced by a
factor of seven. The Arabian Basin data also required an increase of the
sound speed ratio at the water/sediment interface from 0.9% to 1.00. Table 5
presents the geoacoustic parameters used in computing bottom loss for the
Arabian Basin.

(C) Bottom loss calculations using the geoacoustic parameters of tables
I11-V have been computed for each of the areas at frequencies of 25, 50, 100,
200, 400, and 1000 Hz. Figures 17, 18, and 19 present these calculations for
the Oman Basin, Arabian Basin, and Somali Basin, respectively. At the lower
frequencies (25 and 50 Hz) the bottom loss for figures 17 and 18 is ngticeably
1oger than the measured values (fig 2 and 4) between approximately 20~ and
50 This is because, as discussed, the attenuation at depths from 100 to 500
m should be greater than that shown in tables 3 and 5.
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TABLE IV-3. (C) MODIFIED GEOACOUSTIC INPUTS FOR BOTTOM LOSS ui
58 CALCULATIONS IN THE OMAN BASIN. (C) o4
g Attenuation-k Density i
? Layer Material |Depth(m) Velocity(m/s) (dB/m - kHz) (g/cm3) -
2
1514.5 1.04306

Bottom Water

0. 1515. .014 1.59
100. 1638. .016 1.67
200. 1750. 017 1.80
300. 1851. .019 1.91
: 400. 1943. .020 2.02

500. 2026. .020 2.10

A PR 2 O A A ST R DR YR ey povis

600. 2101. .017 2.13
700, 2168. .016 2.15
800. 2230. .014 2.18
900. 2286. 011 2.20
1000. 2337. .010 2.22

R %4 o o

Sediment

1100. 2385. .009 2.24
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1200. 2429. .007 2.25
1231. 2443, .007 2.26

.050 2.30

Sedimentary Rock | 1231, 2565.

Substrate shear wave velocity 1040 m/s
Substrate shear wave attenuation 7.5 dB/m - kHz
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TABLE IV-4. (C) MODIFIED INPUTS FOR BOTTOM LOSS CALCULATIONS
IN THE SOMALT BASIN. (C)

A PTG e

Attenuation-k Density

Layer Material |Depth(m) Velocity(m/sec) (dB/m - kHz) (9/cm3)
Bottom Water 1543.8 1.05
000. 1528. .028 1.41
é; 100. 1649, .036 1.68
- 200. 1760. .044 1.81
4 300. 1864. .048 1.93
7 400. 1960. .056 2.03
) 500. 2048. .056 2.11
Sediment 600. 2128. .048 2.14
700. 2202. .044 2.17
800. 2269. .04 2.19
900. 2330. .032 2.22
1000. 2385, .028 2.24
| 1500. 2582, .016 2.30
) 1580. 2604. .012 2.31

I

- Sedimentary Rock| 1580. 3500. .03 2.54

Substrate shear wave velocity 1750 m/s
Substrate shear wave attenuation 3.0 dB/m - kHz
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TABLE IV-5.
ARABIAN BASIN. (C)

R T W e
R R N B S RN A RIS ST B oo RS-

(C) MODIFIED INPUTS FOR BOTTOM LOSS CALCULATION IN THE

RE
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TR T R RS ARSI T,

FS b P,

R N S et st ey s s e ey ey

Layer Material | Depth(m) Velocity(m/s)

Attenuation-k
(dB/m-kHz)

Density
(g/cm3)

Bottom Water 1516.5

1.04373

0. 1517,
100. 1635,
200. 1747.
1855.

1959.

300.
400.
500. 2058.
600. 2153.

700. 2245,

.014
016
.017
.019
.020
.020
017
.016

1.56
1.65
1.77
1.90
2.02
2.10
2.14
2.17

Sediment 800. 2332. 014 2.21
900. 2417. 011 2.24
1000. 2498, .010 2.27
1500. 2863. .006 2.38
2000. 3177. .003 2.47
2500. 3467, .003 2.53
3000. 3758. .003 2.58
3260. 3918. .003 2.60
Basalt 3260. 5400. .020 2.72

Substrate shear wave velocity 2744. m/s
Substrate shear wave attenuation .070 dB/m - kHz
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Figure IV-17. (C) Caiculated bottom
Toss curves for the Oman Basin. (C)
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Figure IV-18. (C) Calculated bottom
loss curves for the Arabian Basin at
frequencies of 25, 50, 100, 200, 400,
and 1000 Hz. (C)
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Figure IV-19. (C) Calculated bottom loss curves
for the Somali Basin at frequencies of 25, 50,
100, 200, 400, and 1000 Hz. (C) .
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CHAPTER V. PROPAGATION LOSS (U)

iR s e e

V.1 (U) INTRODUCTION
V.l.1 (U) General

(U) This chapter contains those topics judged of most importance in the
assessment of propagation for the BEARING STAKE exercise. Within length con-
straints, data and analyses are provided to support conclusions. The princi-
pal investigators' report (Pedersen and Yee, 1979) provides more data, a more
detailed discussion of the analyses, and a number of additional topics of
relatively minor importance. The second major section of this chapter treats
the various BFARING STAKE sites on an individual basis while the last section
makes assessments based on all the sites. Conclusions and recommendations are
not provided in separate sections but are integrated into those for the
acoustic assessment. The remainder of this section discusses the general
nature of the propagation data and how they were smoothed for analysis.

Js e 3 a e BA
S e e

e
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g
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V.1.2 (U) Data Smoothing Procedures

in (C) The first impression obtained of the BEARING STAKE data is the
extreme variability. Figure 1 presents unaveraged data at 25 Hz taken in

7 event Pl at Site 1B in the Oman Basin. The crosses and dots, respectively,

i represent data for the WECo BMA receiver and ACODAC receiver 13, both mounted
on the basin floor. Figure 1 shows a jumbled and ragged band about 15 dB

- wide, typical of most of the CW data appearing in the WECo report (Osborne,

¢ 1978). With the exception of some convergence zone data at higher frequencies

= at Site 4 in the Somali Basin, the variability between successive observations

. dominated (or at least obscured) trends in the data.

2’

ix (U) 1In an endeavor to explain this variability, the multilayered normal
mode program (Gordon, 1979a) was used to make propagation loss calculations

e for Site 1B. The sound speed input to this model was based on the Fenner

i. representative profile for Site 1B (see chapter II). The sub-bottom input to

the model was based on the structure derived by Hamilton (chapter III) and

- modified by Mitchell (chapter IV). Figure 2 compares theoretical results with
{ the ACODAC experimental data (fig 1) over the range interval 25-75 km. We see
n that the experimental variability is not excessive and is to be expected.

This may be regarded as typical of bottom-limited propagation involving a
large number of multipaths in a Tow-bottom-loss situation.

(U) The study of Gordon and Floyd (1979) examines the effect of rapid
™ increases in propagation loss {fades) on the beamforming of linear arrays.

i Such fades can decrease the array signal gain by several dB and can also cause
bearing errors. Figure 2 indicates that the BEARING STAKE acoustic environ-

= ment is characterized by a large number of fades.

i

fm (C) Gordon (1979b) describes the propagation by counting the number of

fades in some range interval and then dividing the interval by the number of
fades to produce an average distance between fades, or a fade interval. Based

o R4 s A g . 1, C - B S N
TN S AT AR ¢ S et s i R i AR T R
Kty ity

i on normal mode results similar to those of figure 2, Gordon prepared the sum-
mary of fade intervals shown in table 1. The first six columns of this table
g represent Site 1B. The salient features include a slight increase in fade
125
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Ca

interval with range. This can be attributed to the stripping off of arrival
paths at longer ranges due to bottom loss. There is also a consistent
decrease in the fade interval at higher frequency. For the range interval
463-556 km (250~-300 nmi) data .re also presented for the spread of values

Y P AT R T AT AR

) P T
e O T S
2 - -
2] 3

Ratase)

§%» i § obtained by Gordon for convergence zone conditions in the Atlantic and Pacific
8 R : oceans. Ten-dB fades in propagation loss appear to occur at least three times
iz SR o as often for bottom-limited conditions in the Indian Ocean as they do for
" % g i convergence zone propagation in the Atlantic or Pacific. Thus, beamforming
g '§ g problems may be more severe in the Indian Ocean than in other areas.
?f g e RANGE INTERVAL (km)
ié (g I 25-75 75-125 125-175 175-225 225-275 463-556
T AREA 18 18 18 1B 18 1B OTHER OCEANS
AN 25 Hz, 5 dB 0.9 0.8 0.9 0.9 1.1 1.7 5.4 70 10.3
i3 ¥ %: -
§ ‘§ ) 25 Hz, 10 dB 1.4 1.8 1.9 2.0 2.0 8.6 10.3 T0 20.6
F .
£ -3 i, 50 Hz, 5 dB 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.6 0.7 1.4 3.2 TO 20.6
g ~4% 50 Hz, 10 dB 0.8 1.0 1.0 1.3 1.3 2.7 6.9 TO 30.8
’s .f§ . TABLE V-1. (C) DISTANCE BETWEEN 5- AND 10-DE FADES AT 25 AND 50 HZ OVER
g: : ! VARIOUS RANGE INTERVALS FOR SITE 1B AND FOR OTHER OCEANS OVER
g g .- THE RANGE INTERVAL FROM 463-556 KM. (C)
3 : : (U) In order to analyze the experimental data, it was necessary to use
g' : smoothing techniques. The principal smgothing method was to average the CW
& H and shot data in 50-km range bins or 30~ bearing bins. In the case of radial
S events the data were averaged in 50-km range bins centered at integral mul-
é B tiples of 50 km. Thus, the 50-km bin covers the interval from 25 to 75 km,
& N the 100-km bin covers the interval from 75 to 125 km, etc. The squared
1y ¢ pressure corresponding to each propagation loss observation in the bin was
118 i summed, divided by the number of observations, and then converted to dB to
. 3 obtain an average propagation loss for the bin. This choice of mean squared
3 % pressure is based on fundamental physical principles of conservation of energy
H: 5 . and is commensurate with theoretical propagation loss models such as ASTRAL
3 § 2 and RAY WAVE, which incoherently add the squared pressures of multipath
i & contributions. Examples will be presented later.
L. 5
ff 5 e (U) In the case of arc events (circular runs made at constant range) Bhe
3 £ data were averaged in 30~ bearing bins centered at integral multiples of 30

in azimuth. This bin size was chosen so that the number of observations per
bin (about 70) was comparable to that for the 50-km range bins.

i (U) A second method of smoothing was to average the CW data in 2-km
i range bins. This method was useful at Site 4 to illustrate the convergence
zones, as discussed later, but was of limited value at other sites.
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% 1 V.2 (U) ASSESSMENT OF INDIVIDUAL SITES 1
I . . . .
£ g ! (U) This section presents the important characteristics of each BEARING .
E 5 ! STAKE site. The discussion follows a general format. First, the dependence i
3 s on receiver depth is presented. Second, the differences between various :
2 y: events are presented, which assesses the propagation in different directions
& - from the receiver location. Third, the dependence on range and frequency is
I §§ presented for the receiver depth and event with smallest propagation loss.
S
5 ' v.2.1 (C) Site 1, Oman Basin
é_ ,é (U) The same geographical location was surveyed twice at times about 1
v g month apart. The tracks for the source events for these two surveys (1A and
% < 1B) are shown in figures 1I1-3, II-7, and TII-1.
1
i : (C) Table 2 presents the dependence of propagation loss on receiver
3 H depth at Site 1A. Propagation loss data for BMA receiver 1, suspended 496 m
% 13 above the ocean floor, and for BMA receiver 2, suspended 100 m above the ocean
. g floor, were compared with the average for BMA receivers 3, 5, and 8 which were
3 : mounted on the ocean floor. The experimental data at 25 Hz are based on
3 % events P7 and P5 while those at 50 Hz are based on event Sl. The experimental
5 - & propagation losses for BMA receivers 1 and 2 are in all cases greater than
H those at the ocean floor. The Tast three columns of table 2 present the corre-
A sponding theoretical results, based on normal mode theory. Agreement between
]

theory and experiment is excellent.

S Now

- L . - . e .
Rt E e e e O I R

(C) Table 3 presents the dependence on receiver depth at Site 1B. In
this case the propagation losses for ACODAC receivers 2, 6, and 10 (which are
suspended in the water column) are compared to those for ACODAC receiver 13
(which is mounted on the ocean floor). The experimental data are based on
events Pl through P5. The experimental results are similar for 25 and 140 Hz.

The propagation losses for receivers 2 and 6, which are well up in the water
column, are between 2 and 3 dB greater than the loss at the bottom. The
propagation loss for receiver 10, which is 30 m off the bottom, is slightly
less than that at the bottom. There is substantial agreement between the
results of mode theory and the experimental result at 25 Hz. The experimental
results at 290 Hz appear to differ significantly from those at 25 and 140 Hz.
We should note, however, that the 290-Hz data are suspect for reasons
discussed elsewhere in this report. These experimental data need to be

thoroughly investigated and verified by theory before we would accept the .
depth dependence indicated for 290 Hz. :

C
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: i: EXPERIMENT NORMAL MODE THEORY

§§ “ SOURCE DEPTH SOURCE DEPTH

§ § %: RECEIVER ~ RECEIVER 91 m N m 283 m 9 m 91 m 243 m

P DEPTH

CoT BMA (m) 25 Hz 50Hz  50Hz 25Hz 50 Hz 50 Hz

F, 1 2855 2.2 2.5 2.0 2.0 2.6 1.9
: 2 3251 -- 1.0 1.5 . 1.5 0.6

- 3, 5,8 3351 0 0 0 0 0 0

W ciior §
"

TABLE V-2. (C) PROPAGATION LOSS DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OTHER RECEIVERS AND A
BOTTOMED RECEIVER FOR SITE 1A. (V)

BT e e r e

[Ty
» .

o

AT

: § RECEIVER  RECEIVER EXPERIMENT NORMAL MODE
3 ) DEPTH FREQUENCY FREQUENCY
P ACODAC (m) 25 Hz 140 Hz 290 Hz 25 Hz 50 Mz
a 2 496 2.3 2.3 -0.3 1.6 2.3
6 1685 2.1 2.9 1.0 2.0 2.7
; 10 3321 -0.2 -0.4 0.1 -0.2 0.9
; 13 3351 0 0 0 0 0

| TABLE V-3. (C) PROPAGATION LOSS DIFFERENCE BETWEEN OTHER RECEIVERS AND A
‘ BOTTOMED RECEIVER FOR SITE 1B. (U)

(C) The good agreement between theory and experiment justifies the use
: of theoretical results to assess the receiver depth dependence for the entire
. water column {rather than only for the six depths at which experimental data

are available). Figures 3 and 4 present the theoretical propagation loss

: versus receiver depth for respective source depths of 18 and 91 m, a frequency
; of 25 Hz, and ranges of 50, 100, 200, 500, and 1000 km. In these computations
e the modes are added in random phase at the given fixed range. This procedure
o averages out the detailed structure of the phased acoustic field and produces
: a good representation of the depth structure. There is a scale break at 500 m
and another at 2920 m. The region between 500 and 2900 m shows very little
change and has not been plotted in detail. However, the maximum value of prop-
agation loss in the interval is indicated between the scale breaks.

R R R P U S eI 2 T EA i s TROTe oW eyt s ST ST TR et et

'
N
>

(C) The salient features near the ocean surface are very similar to

those in convergence zone propagation (Pedersen, Gordon, and White, 1975).

For the shallow source of figure 3 there is a minimum in propagation loss at
- the surface decoupling depth, which is defined as the depth of the first
(shallowest) antinode of the mode depth structure (Pedersen, Gordon, and
White, 1975). This depth is about 30 m at 50-km range and increases to about
55 m at 1000-km range. This increase in depth with increasing range occurs
because the steeper angle arrivals dominate at shorter ranges and steeper
angles have smaller decoupling depth. These steeper angle arrivals are
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stripped off by bottom loss at the longer ranges. In convergence zone
propagation the surface decoupling depth is nearly independent of range
because the dominant arrivals are nearly independent of range. For source
depths below the surface decoupling depth, as in figure 4, there is a minimum
in propagation loss at a receiver depth equal to the source depth. This same
condition occurs for convergence zone propagation (Pedersen, Gordon, and
White, 1975).

{C) In contrast, the conditions near the ocean bottom are drastically
different for figures 3 and 4 than under convergence zone conaitions in which
the near-bottom propagation loss at long range increases rapidly with increas-
ing receiver depth (Gordon, 1977). One important feature of figures 3 and 4
is the notch (relative maximum in propagation loss) which occurs somewhat off
the ocean bottom. As will be discussed later, this notch would be important
in suppressing shipping noise. In figure 3 the notch occurs about 20 m off
the bottom at 50-km range and shallows to about 50 m off the bottom at 1000-km
range. In figure 4, the corresponding depths of the notch are 85 to 95 m off
the bottom. This notch is caused by destructive interference between the
downgoing and upgoing (after bottom reflection) arrivals at the receiver.
Another significant feature is the relative minimum in propagation loss at the
bottom in figure 3 and slightly above the bottom in figure 4. This is caused
by constructive interference between the upgoing and downgoing acoustic
arrivals,

(C) A number of plots similar to figures 3 and 4 have been examined.
These include source depths of 6, 18, 91, 102, and 243 m and frequencies of
20, 25, and 50 Hz. Except for the near-surface region the total variation of
loss with receiver depth was small, with most of the values falling within an
envelope 3 or 4 dB wide. For example in figure 3 at a range of 1000 km the
total spread in propagation loss for receivers deeper than about 22 m is 4 dB.
Thus, if differences of a few dB in propagation loss are of little concern,
then any receiver depth which avoids the near-surface (decoupling) region
would be suitable.

(C) If optimal receiver depths are desired, there are several choices.
The minimum propagation loss often occurs at the source depth. This is not a
practical choice for a fixed installation and moreover it requires knowledge
of the source depth. The propagation loss at the ocean floor is, in most
cases, within 1 dB of the minimum propagation loss, so from a practical stand-
point this would appear to be a good choice. However, from the standpoint of
signal-to-noise ratio there is an even better choice. The noise generated by
distant shipping may be reduced by positioning the receiver depth in the
propagation 1oss notch for shallow sources. Computations for a 6-m source
depth show the notches to be in the identical locations as those shown in
figure 3 for an 18-m source. Thus, as long as the source is in the surface
decoupling region, the depth of the notch is independent of source depth. The
reason for this property is that the dominant arrival angles do not change
with source depth as long as the source is in the surface decoupling depth
region. In contrast, for sources below the surface decoupling region, the
location of the notch shifts with source depth. Thus, a notch in the noise
field should occur at the same depth from surface vessels of various drafts;
and as long as the target submarine is deeper than the decoupling depth, its
notch will appear at a different depth.
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(C) This concept is illustrated in figure 5, which presents the propagation

Toss difference between a source (noise) at 6-m depth and a source (target) at
91-m depth for a frequency of 25 Hz. The target is assumed to be at a fixed

range of 200 km. The difference in propagation loss is shown as a function of
receiver height off the ocean bottom. Each curve represents a different range
for the noise source starting at 50-km range and progressing in steps of 50 km
to a maximum range of 1000 km. Consider now a receiver depth 30 m off the |

L O

-

% ocean bottom. This is near optimum for noise generated at about 100-km
§ range. For the noise ranges of figure 5 this receiver represents a 2.5-3-dB
G improvement in the signal-to-noise ratio from that of a receiver on the ocean
- bottom. One drawback to this scheme is that the optimum depth varies somewhat
% with frequency. For example, at a frequency of 20 Hz the notch is about 35 m
] off the ocean bottom for a 100-km noise source. The corresponding value for ;
L 50 Hz is 18 m off the ocean bottom.
‘g}z ~ 4
175.00
% FREQUENCY {(Hz) 25.0 "
o TARGET DEPTH (m}91.0 :
NOISE DEPTH (m) 6.0 -
%:T; 150.00 L TARGET RANGE (km) 200
g -
5 i
5 12500 50 km 1000 km
s ' -
: : |
é: o L3
:: T 10000
> 8 (o] .
£8 () T
Ny s ¢
o ¥
i w  75.001
r Q I
3 ‘_ * :
: a !
o o .
% 50.00
%
g -
\ 55 H
5 \
25.00 |- / e
/ ;
§
0.00 ] 1 1 \ -

i
0.00 5.00 10.00 15.C0 20.00 25.00 30.00 35.00
S/N {dB)

Figure V-5. (C) Propagation loss difference between
a source (noise) at 6-m depth and a source (target) -
at 97-m depth for a frequency of 25 Hz shown as a
function of height of the receiver off the ocean
bottom. (C)

(U) Figures 6A to 6C present propagation loss data for the receivers
with lowest propagation loss for all events at Site 1A and 1B. For this site
these are the BMA receivers on the bottom. When multiple bottomed receivers
were processed, an average value was calculated, based on all available data.
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' Figure V-6A. (C) Propagation loss versus range for all
events at Site 1A and 1B: low frequency. (C)
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Figure V-6C. (C) Propagation loss versus range for
all events ai Site 1A and 1B: 290 Hz. (C)

The spread of values for the arc events 1AP3, 1AP5 and 1BP3 is plotted at the
nominal range of these events. In the case of shot events the 91-m values
were used. This same depth shot was also used for all other sites in similar
figures to be presented later. Table 4 ranks the events according to increas-
ing propagation loss for each frequency. Since data points beyond 150 km
represent propagation over a ridge, these data were not used in the ranking of
event 1AAl.

(C) 1In figure 6A and in table 4 the term low frequency is used. This is
a term which will be used throughout this chapter to indicate a mix of low
frequencies. Although the standard frequency for CW events was 25 Hz, there
were some CW events at other frequencies. For example, event 1AP3 was at 39
Hz. The range of CW low frequencies used during BEARING STAKE is 22 to 42 Hz.
The Tow frequency processed by WECo for all shot events was 20 Hz.

(C) There are some complications which make a rigorous comparison dif-
ficult. First we note that, other things being equal, the shot data for any
site have somewhat higher loss than the corresponding CW data. A complication
peculiar to this site is that the CW events for Site 1B low frequency were at
102-m depth rather than the standard 91-m depth. Finally at Site 1A, the CW
sources at 140 and 290 Hz were operated at 24-m depth rather than the 18-m
depth used at all other sites. These complications make it difficult to
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compare Site 1A with 1B. There are fours events which ran over essentially
the same bathymetry — events 1AP7, 1AS1, 1BP1, and 1BS1. However, the ranking
of these events does not make much sense. For example, at low frequency 1BP1
and 1BS1 rank high whereas 1AP7 and 1AS1 rank low. At 140 Hz 1BP1 and 1AS1
rank high whereas 1AP7 and 1BS1 rank low. At 290 Hz AP7, 1BP1, and 1AS1 all
rank high, but 1B8S1 ranks low. However, if we ignore these anomalies and pick
the best of these four events for the overall ranking and ignore the remaining
three of these events, we see a definite pattern in table 4.

(C) We proceed in obtaining one overall ranking of events by combining
the data in Table 4 for all three frequencies. The best event appears to be
event 18P1 followed closely by 1AA2. Both these events proceed up the center
of the major axis of the Oman Basin (see fig II-16). The next best events are
1AA1, 1BP2, and 1BP4. These events head in a southerly direction from the
basin center (fig II-11 and II-16). Finally, the events with largest loss are
18P5 and 1AP2. These events head in a northerly direction from the basin
center and proceed up the continental shelf (figs II-11 and 1I-16). The arc
events support the same picture. Highest losses for event 1AP3, in figures 6A
to 6C, occur for the bearing bin, almost due north of the receiver location,
where the bottom shallows to almost 1000 m. Similarly the highest losses for
avent 1AP5 occur for the northernmost sector of the event, although excep-
tionally high losses only occur at 290 Hz. The losses for event 1BP3 appear
to be comparable to the radial run data, with higher losses along the arc
sector which ronnects to event 1BP4.

FREQUENCY (Hz)

RANK LOW* 140 290
1 18P1 18P1 1AA2
2 1AA2 1AA2 1AP7
3 1AA1 18P2 18P1
4 1BS1 1AAl 1AS1
5 18pP2 1AS1 1AAL
6 1BP6 18P4 1BP2
7 1BP5 1BP5 18P4
8 1AP1 1AP7 1BP5
9 1AS1 1AP2 1BS1

10 1AP2 1BS1

*See text

TABLE V-4. (C) RANKING OF EVENTS AT SITE 1A AND 1B. (U)

(C) The propagation losses for events 1BP1 and 1AP7 are compared to the
Eleuthera reference in figure 7. The slope at low frequency is less than that
of the reference, with losses at maximum range as much as 12 dB less than
those of the reference. The slope at 140 Hz is slightly less than the refer-
ence, with loss values for Site 1B from 0 to 4 dB less than those of the
reference. The slope at 290 Hz is comparable to that of the reference with
loss values for Site 1A within 1 dB of those of the reference. Loss values
for Site 1B are larger than those of the reference by 1 to 2.5 dB.
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(C) The remainder of the discussion for Sites 1A and 1B is concerned
with a comparison between the experimental and theoretical dependence of
propagation 1oss on range and on source depth. Figure 8 compares propagation
loss versus range for various theoretical and experimental data for event Pl
at Site 18. The BMA data are based on averages for three bottomed receivers.
The normal mode model for Site 1B was used to make coherent calculations of
propagation loss {at range intervals of 100 m) such as shown in figure 2.

These data were then p2 averaged in 50-km range bins, converted to propagation
loss, and plotted in figure 8. The normal mode theory was also used to cal-
culate reflection coefficients at the ocean bottom. Using the bottom loss
derived from these theoretical coefficients and the Fenner representative
profile for Site 1B (chapter II), propagation losses were computed by using

the RAY WAVE model at 2-km range intervals. These data were also p~ averaged
in 50-km range bins and plotted in figure 8.

(C) Statistical analysis shows that the differences between experiment
and model results in figure 8 are not significantly range dependent. The
average experimental losses for the five range bins are 2.6 dB and 1.3 dB
smaller than mod= theory for the BMA and ACODAC data, respectively.
Corresponding standard errors of the mean are 0.5 and 0.4 dB.

(C) There are a number of subjects of concern in figure 8. First, con-
sider the difference between the ACODAC and BMA data. Analysis of the data
from events P1, P2, P4, and P5 at Site 1B yields bottomed-ACODAC propagation
losses which are 1.5, 2.6, and 4.6 dB higher than the BMA propagation losses
for frequencies of 25, 140, and 290 Hz. These values are statistically
significant. The reason for these differences is not known, but they should
be investigated further. The normal model results suggest that the ACODAC
values at 25 Hz could be the more nearly correct. As will be discussed later,
the BMA results are extremely consistent, but they could be subject to a
consistent bias.

(C) The next subject is the difference between the two theoretical
results based on models with identical sound speed profiles and bottom losses.
In this case, the RAY WAVE model produces propagation losses which are 1.0 to
1.6 dB higher than the normal mode values. This has been ascribed to the fact
that RAY WAVE is a model which incoherently combines various arrivals. How-
ever, figure 4 indicates that the upgoing and downgoing arrivals at the ocean
bottom are more nearly in phase, as illustrated by the enhancement at or near
the bottom. The depth structure in figure 4 for receiver depths from 3000 to
3200 might represent losses more like incoherent addition of ray arrivals. We
see in figure 4 that the losses over this interval are some 1 to 2 dB greater
than thg loss at the bottom, which is in general agreement with the results of
figure 8.

(C) The last subject of concern in figure 8 is the general cisagreement
between the low-frequency propagation loss results of BEARING STAKE and
theory. These discrepancies are thought to be due to a small error in the
low-frequency source levels and possibly to a systematic bias in the data
processing techniques. However, both these factors require further
investigation.
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(C) Figure 9A compares the experimental shot data at 20 Hz from Station
1A and 1B with the propagation losses for the normal mode model for Station 1B
with modes added in random phase. Values for the standard shot depths of 18,
91, and 243 m are presented. Al1l data are for bottomed BMA receivers. In
comparing experiment to theory, the shot data for event 1AA2 beyond 200 km
were not included in the analysis because this event track crosses a small
seamount which affected the longer range loss values. Similarly the shot data
for event 1AAl beyond 150 km were not included because the event crossed a
prominent ridge. Figure 9B is the counterpart of figure 9A for 50 Hz. The
differences between theory and experiment were investigated. There appeared
to be no significant trends with range and no appreciable dependence on event.
The data for all range bins and all events were lumped to produce an average

difference between them and the theoretical results for each source depth and
each frequency.

(C) The results of this analysis are presented in table 5. The average
values represent range-independent offsets between theory and experiment. The
relatively small value of the standard error of the mean indicates that the
offsets are statistically significant. At each frequency the 18-m and 91-m
values are based on independent data from 16 range bins while the 243-m values
are based on 10 range bins. The negative values for 50 Hz are evident in
figure 9B, where almost all the experimental data lie below the theoretical
curves. These data suggest that the source levels used to convert the 50 Hz

shot data to propagation loss may be from 1.6 to 2.8 dB too high, depending on
source depth.

(C) The behavior at 20 Hz is somewhat more complicated. Here the source
levels for the 18-m shots appear to be 1.8 dB too high, whereas those for 91
and 243 m appear to he, respectively, 1.4 and 4.3 dB too low. The differences
in table 5 may not necessarily all be due to source level errors.

Other
effects which produce a systematic bias can also contribute.

However, table 5
indicates that systematic biases do occur, and we are suggesting that shot

source levels are subject to further examination.

Frequency (Hz) 20Hz

50 Hz
Shot Depth (m) 18 91 243 18 91 243
Average -1.8 1.4 4.3 -2.8 -2.3 -1.6
Standard Error 0.2 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.3 0.1

TABLE V-5. (C) THE AVERAGE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THEORETICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL

PROPAGATION LOSSES FOR SHOT EVENTS AT SITES 1A AND 1B.
STANDARD ERRORS OF THE MEAN ARE ALSO GIVEN. (U)

(C) Note in figures 9A and 9B that the theoretical propagation loss for
the 91-m source is less than that for the 243-m source. This conflicts with
the expectation that the 243-m source depth would have the smaller loss
because a deeper source would have rays with lTower grazing angles at the
bottom and hence lower losses. This theoretical result is explained in part
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Figure V-9A. (C) Comparison of shot experimental propaga-
tion losses at Sites 1A and 1B with normai mode theory:
20 Hz. (C)
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Figure V-9B. (C) Comparison of shot experimental propaga-
tion losses at Sites 1A and 1B with normal mode theory:
50 Hz. (C)
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by figure 10, which is the counterpart of figure 3 or 4 for a fixed receiver
depth. This figure presents propagation loss versus source depth for a
receiver on the ocean bottom. In all cases the source depth with smallest
propagation loss also occurs on the ocean bottom. Thus, this property obeys
our nrevious rule of thumb that the lowest propagation loss generally occurs
vhen source and receiver are at the same depth. A somewhat more surprising
result is that the optimum source depth above the axis occurs at the surface
decoupling depth; ie, at the depth of the first (shallowest) antincde for the
dominant arrivals. This optimum depth takes advantage of the reinforcement of
arrivals which occurs when they are in phase somewhat below the ocean surface.
The-25 Hz frequency of figure 10 Ties between the 20- and 50-Hz cases of
figures 9A and 9B. Nonetheless, figure 10 indicates that the 91-m shots are
closer to the decoupling depth and hence have lower propagation loss than the

243-m shots. Indeed a source depth of about 45 m would be optimal for ranges
of 50 to 200 km in figure 10.

(C) The depth of the low-frequency CW source varied from site to site
and to some extent during events. The spread of values was between 77 and 102
m. Figure 10 shows that this is not critical. For example, at 500 km range

the source depth can vary between 40 and 250 m with a spread of average propa-
gation loss of less than 1 dB.

(C) We have shown good agreement between experiment and theory in tables
2 and 3 for the dependence on receiver depth. We have compared the experi-
mental and theoretical dependence on range and source depth and found agree-
ment subject to possible change in source level. Our remaining task is to
examine the experimental evidence for the "notch" of high propagation loss
which appears somewhat off the bottom in figures 3 and 4. This notch
represents a critical interaction between source depth, receiver depth, and
frequency. There are only two receiver depths which might provide data — the
BMA receiver 2, at Site 1A, which is 100 m off the bottom, and ACODAC receiver
10, at Site 1B, which is 30 m off the bottom. The BMA receiver is close to
the notch of figure 4 for 25 Hz, at 91-m source depth. Unfortunately, WECo
only processed this receiver for shots at 50 Hz. However, the ACODAC receiver
is ideally situated in the notch for figure 3 for 25 Hz at 18-m source depth.
Unfortunately, there were problems with the experimental data set. The
bottomed ACODAC was not designed to be processed for shots and the shots
available from the other ACODAC receivers were very sparse because of
overloads. (The overloads were caused by the first and second bottom bounce
arrivals. Bottom losses were determined by ARL by processing higher-order
bottom bounce arrivals which were not overloaded).

(C) Figures 11A to 11C for 20, 25, and 50 Hz, respectively, present the
difference in ACODAC propagation loss between 18- and 91-m shots as a function
of range. The curves represent the normal mode results for the three ACODAC

receivers. The experimental data were obtained by p2 averaging, in 50-km °
bins, the data which were not overloaded for each source depth and then
plotting the difference between the 18- and 91-m averages. Since the theore-
tical values were so close for ACODAC receiver 2 at 496-m depth and ACODAC
receiver 6 at 1685-m depth, the experimental data were lumped and plotted as
circles in figures 11A to 11C. Whereas the quality of the data leaves some-
thing to be desired, a definite pattern emerges when further differences are
considered which take into account the offsets in the data.
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(C) These differences are summarized in table 6. The second column rep-

" resents the average difference between the normal mode results of ACODAC 10
i and the average of ACODAC 2 and 6 for ranges out to 250 km. Values of the
): standard error of this mean are also given as the second row of data for each

frequency. The third column of table 6 is the experimental counterpart of the
second column. In calculating these differences the data points at 250 km in
figure 11A and at 50 km in figure 11C were rejected as being too far out of
line with the remaining data. Comparison between theory and experiment is
fair at 20 and 25 Hz and poor at 50 Hz. The experimental data show that the

differences in propagation loss for the two source depths are indeed larger
for receiver 10.

as " - .
Y55 TR XTI AL A sy 14 < S e N

THEORY  EXPERIMENT

i 20 Hz 3.0 2.0
A 0.1 0.9
L * 25 Hz 3.5 2.7
. 0.3 1.6
P 50 Hz 1.8 0.2
. 0.3 0.2
3 TABLE V-6. (C) AVERAGE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE VALUES OF FIGURES 11A TO 11C

+

FOR RECEIVER 10 AND THE AVERAGE OF RECEIVERS 2 AND 6 (U).
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(C) The absolute values of the experimental data do not agree well with
the theory.

of figure 11A and 11C would be reduced by 3.2 dB and 0.5 dB, respectively.
This adjustment does not markedly improve the agreement between theory and

experiment. The necessity for rejecting overloaded data subjects the remain-
ing data to a bias which is difficult to assess.

(C) The data of figures 11A and B, while not definitive, are certainly
encouraging enough to support a recommendation that the "notch" phenomenon be

investigated further theoretically and that experiments be designed to
specifically test it.

(C) Further evidence of the "notch" phenomenon was sought by comparing
the ambient noise levels for ACODAC receivers 10 and 13. Figure 2.2.1 of

Pedersen and Yee (1979) indicates that these noise levels were within 0.5 dB
of each other over the frequency range from about 15 to 100 Hz. We attribute
this negative result to the high density of shipping at Site 1B, where on-
board personnel reported that shipping was within view throughout most of the
exercise. The noise from nearby shipping cannot be reduced by the "notch"

phenomenon. For this noise reduction concept to work, the receiver should be
located in an area which is free of nearby shipping.

(C) This completes the discussion of Sites 1A and 1B, which is much
longer than that for the remaining sites. Although it remains to be verified,
we believe that the extensive results presented for Sites 1A and 1B are

representative of any location which is severely bottom limited with low
bottom loss.

V.2.2 (C) Site, 2, Owen Ridge

(C) The events for Site 2 are shown in figures 1I-24 and III-1. The
receivers were draped over the Owen Ridge, which bounds the western edge of
the Indus Fan. The close range bathymetric profiles differ considerably for
the various events because the aspect the the ridge changes. Figure 12A
presents the close range bathymetric profile for event S2, which runs out over
the Indus Fan in an almost easterly direction. This event runs almost per-
pendicular to the ridge. The eastern edge of the ridge is a steep scarp which
intersects the fan at a depth of 4000 m. The separation between BMA receivers
1 and 8 is about 13.5 km. Depths of these receivers are given in table 7A.

(C) Figures 128 and 12C are the counterparts of figure 12A for events Pl
(or S1) and P3, respectively. Event Pl runs in a northwesterly direction. In
figure 12B we see a relatively gentle slope to the northwest. The deepest
point along event Pl is 3700 m ?not shown in fig 12B), with the bathymetry
rising again as the Arabian Peninsula is approached. Event P3 runs over the
Fan in a south by southeasterly direction. The near-range profiles change for
each receiver because the event is almost normal to the line of receivers.
The near-range bathymetry for event Al over the Fan is similar to that of
event S2. That of event A3 to the southwest is similar to that of event Pl.
That of event A2 is almost too complicated to describe or to be of value
because the event parallels the ridge and each bathymetric cut changes
drastically with range along the event. For other events the near-range
bathymetry holds for all but the closest ranges.
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This is most likely due to relative errors in shot source levels.
If the shot levels were adjusted according to table 5, the experimental values
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Receiver Receiver Event Pl Event P3
Depth

BMA (m) 25 Hz 140 Hz 25 Hz 140 Hz
1 3454 5.0 0.8

3 3162 7.6 5.8 0 0

6 2563 1.4 0.5

7 1880 1.1 0 1.2 7.2

8 2112 0 1.5

TABLE V-7A. (C) PROPAGATION LOSS DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OTHER RECEIVERS AND
THE RECEEV;R WITH LOWEST PROPAGATION LOSS FOR SITE 2 CW
EVENTS. (U

(C) The receiver depth dependence for the CW events is given in table 7.

The results at 25 Hz for event P1 appear reasonable for propagation from the
west. The lowest loss is for receiver 8 in figure 12B, and the loss generally
increases for propagation over the ridge and down the steep scarp. However,
it is not obvious why the loss should be higher for receiver 3 than for
receiver 1, as receiver 1 is further down the scarp. The loss for receiver 7
on top of the ridge is less than that for receiver 3, which is well down on
the scarp, for events P1, S1, and A3 of table 7. Again this is to be expected
for propagation from the west of the ridge.

(C) The results at 25 Hz for event P3 appear reasonable. The losses are
in general larger for those receivers in figure 12C which require longer
traverses up the slope. However, it is not obvious why receivers 3 and 6
should have Tower loss than receiver 1. Results at 140 Hz for event P3 are as
expected.

(C) The results for S2 and Al are generally as expected for propagation
up the scarp of figure 12A. The losses for receiver 3 are less than for
receiver 7 for eleven out of fifteen possible cases. However, it is not clear
why the differences at 140 Hz for event Al are so much smaller than those for
event S2 when the bathymetric profiles are so similar.

(C) The results for event A2 in table 7 are mixed, with apparently
little difference between receivers 3 and 7. This is probably related to the
fact that the event parallels the ridge and the traverses do not favor one
receiver over the other.

(C) Figures 13A, 13B, and 13C present propagation Toss for the receiver
with Towest loss for all events at Site 2 for low frequency, 140 Hz, and 290
Hz, respectively. At 25 Hz for Pl and P3, there are five receiver depths to
choose from. At 290 Hz for all events there is only one receiver depth
available. For all other cases there are two receiver depths to choose from.
A11 the shot data are for 91 m-shots.

(C) The events which ran over the Indus Fan (Al, S2, and P3) are given
line symbols in figures 13A, 13B, and 13C. Those events which run west of the
Owen Ridge are given opea symbols. Table 8 ranks the events according to
increasing propagation loss at each frequency. The most significant feature
is the higher losses west of ridge at 140 and 290 Hz. This is evident in
figures 13A, 13B, and 13C where there are only three line symbols with larger
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3 - N
: L Frequency
13 .
'é 4 g; RANK Low Hz 140 Hz 290 Hz
P - 1 Al 52 Al
SR 2 P1 P3 52
8 £ 3 P3 Al P3
= ¥ 4 52 A3 S1
{ : i 5 51 51 A3
Y R 6 A3 A3 A2
HH 7 A2 P1 P1
7
% : TABLE V-8. (C) RANKING OF EVENTS AT SITE 2. (U)
'g ’ losses than open symbols. At low frequencies event P1 appears to be an excep-
g & g: tion in that it is a west of ridge event with lower losses than P3 and S2.
. 4 This result suggests that for low frequency bottom loss west of the ridge may

not be a great deal larger than that east of the ridge. Data from event A2 at
Site 3 support this idea.

(i =y %
SRR
EGT v s

(C) A combination of circumstances at Site 2 makes further analysis
exceedingly difficult. In the first place, WECo notes that there were
problems with event S1. They did not publish (Osborne, 1978) their results
for S1, although NOSC was furnished the data. Our analysis suggests that the
S1 data are not seriously in error. In contrast, we beljeve that the P1 data
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at 140 and 290 Hz are seriously in error, as will be discussed later. Our
overall assessment of the ranking of events is Al, S$2, P3, S1 or P1, A3, and
A2. The more detailed analyses of Pedersen and Yee (1979) indicate that the
propagation losses for events A2, A3, S1, and Pl are generally larger than
those of the highest loss events at any of the other BEARING STAKE sites.
This is no doubt due to propagation over regions of high bottom loss. Com-
pared to the CW events at other Sites, event P3 across the Indus Fan has
exceptionally high losses at 140 and 290 Hz. The reason for this is not

known. The losses for events Al and S2 appear consistent with those for other
sites.

(C) Figure 14 compares the best event at each frequency with the
Eleuthera Reference. This is event Al for 20 and 290 Hz and event S2 at 140
Hz. The slope at 20 and 140 Hz is comparable to that of the reference,
whereas the slope at 290 Hz is greater than that of the reference. The
propagation loss at 20 Hz is as much as 11 dB less than that of the reference.

60.0

LEGEND
O=L0
A= MED
+ = Hl
70.0
80.0
o
kel
8 90.0
o]
-
o o
o [+]
100.0
—_—
1100
+
. +
120.0 \ | ! I ] 1 i _t 44
00 1000 2000 3000 4000 6000 6000 7000 8000 9000 10000

RANGE (km)

Figure V-14. (C) Comparison of the lowest-propagation-loss events at
Site 2 with the Eleuthera reference. (U)

The loss at 140 Hz is slightly less than that of the reference, with values
from 4 dB less to 1.5 dB greater than that of the reference. At long range
the losses at 290 Hz are as much as 12 dB greater than that of the reference.
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V.2.3 (C) Site 3, Indus Fan

(U) The events fer Site 3 are shown in figures I1-10 and III-1. At Site
3, all the BMA receivers wer2 located on the ocean floor. The ACODAC re-
ceivers failed at this site and thus there are no measurements of receiver
depth dependence at Site 3. The propagation losses presented here are based
on the average for the BMA receivers which were processed.

\C) The propagation loss for the best CW events are gresented in figure
15. However, the results for event P4, which was better than P2 at ranges of
250 and 300 km are also presented. The slopes for 25 and 140 Hz appear to be
somewhat less than that of the Eleuthera reference, whereas the slope for 290
Hz appears slightly greater. Propagation losses at 25 and 140 Hz are respect-
ively from 5 to 14 and 1 to 4 dB less chan that of the reference whereas the
corresponding values at 290 Hz are from 0 to 4 dB grezter than that of the
reference.

60.0
LEGEND
O~ Lo
A =MED
+ = P2HI
100} X = Pant

80.0

L.OSS (dB)

90.0

100.0

SITE 3 BEST RUN

110.0 : 1 ! n ! 1
0.0 50.0 100.0 150.0 200.0 250.0 300.0 350.0

RANGE {km}

Figure V-15. (C) Comparison of the lowest-propagation-
loss events at Site 3 with tne Eleuthera reference. (U)

(C) The nine radial events at Site 3 afford a unique opportunity to
prepare contours of constant propagation loss. In preparing these contours
(figs 16A, 16B, 16C) the 91-m source depth data from the shot events were
adjusted to be comparable to the CW events. On the basis of events P4 and S2,
which were executed along the same track, it was determined that the
propagation loss for the 20-Hz shot data should be increased by 1 dB to be
comparable to the CW data at 25 Hz. Similar corrections for 140 and 290 Hz
were 1.5- and 0.3-dB increase respectively. A minor adjustment was also made
to the 42-Hz data for event P3 to bring them into agreement with the 25-Hz
data for the other events.

(C) Figures 16A, 16B, and 16C present propagation loss contours from 85
dB up in 5 dB steps for frequencies of 25, 140 and 290 Hz, respectively.
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Several conclusions are apparent fro. an xamination of these contours. At
longer ranges there is consistently bettc- propagation in the directions A2,
P3, and P4 as compared to P1, A3, and ".. This is most apparent in the 85-
and 90-dB contours at 25 Hz, in the 100-dB contour at 140 Hz, and in the
100-110-dB contcurs at 290 Hz. Propagation in the direction of event P2 is
somewhat ambiguvus. No data are available at low frequency because of a
source failure. However, at the longest ranges tested, the loss at 140 and
290 Hz falls between that of A2 and Pl. For events Al, A3, and A4 the data

show some higher propagation losses than those of the closed contours.
However, these higher loss data are rather sparse.

(C) The long range results for event 3A2 appear to confirm some of our
previous conclusions for Site 2 about propagation west of the Owen Ridge, even
though event 3A2 crosses the ridge about 120 nmi north of Site 2. Note that
at 25 Hz there appears to be no rapid ircrease in propagation loss west of the
ridge. Thus, at 25 Hz the loss to the west of the ridge is not radically
greater than that to the east. In contrast, at 140 Hz there is a very rapid
increase in loss to the west of the ridge. Figure 315 of the WECo data report
(Osborne, 1978) indicates large losses at 290 Hz to the west of the ridge,
with losses exceeding 125 dB and dropping below the noise threshold. This
confirms our previous conclusion about propagation to the west of Owen Ridge —
a relatively minor increase at 25 Hz and a major increase at 140 and 290 Hz.

V.2.4 (C) Site 4, Somali Basin

(C) The various events for Site 4 in the Somali Basin are given in
figures II-15 and III-1. Figure 17 shows the BMA receivers draped up the
Chain Ridge with the close range bottom contours appropriate for events P1 and
S1. These events continue across the almost flat basin with a bottom depth
slightly cver 5100 m. The ACODAC receivers were located about 75 km from the
foot of the slope along the track of event Pl. ACODAC receiver 13 was mounted
on the floor of the basin receivers and 2, 5, and 9 were suspended in the
water column. Exact depths for the ACODAC and BMA bottom contours vary

slightly for other events in that the slope is approached from more oblique
angles than for event Pl.

(C) Befoie addressing the acoustic results, we need to place Site 4 in
the proper oceanographic context. Table 9 indicates the depth excess for

various source depths and evenis. This table is based on a fixed bottom depth
(5106 m) which was the value at ACODAC receiver 13. The maximum bottom depth
occurs at the foot of the Chain Ridge and is about 5110 m.

The values in
table 9 are based on a sound speed which is the average value as measured

along the track of the event at critical depths. The 18-m source depth is
appropriate for the 140- and 290-Hz CW sources and 91-m source depth for the
Tow-frequency CW source. The entries for O source depth are based on the
maximum near-surface sound speed. These entries represent the depth excess
for the zero angle ray whiCh reaches the ocean surface. For several sound

speed profiles along event P5 the near-surface sound speed exceeded that at
the bottom (ie, the profiles were bottom limited).
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RANGE (km)
Figure V-17. (C) Short range bathymetry at Site 4
for avents 4P1 and 4S1. (U)
SOURCE DEPTH
Event Om 18 m 91 m
P1 121 147 263
S1 9 121 259
P2 51 76 197
P4 35 66 238
P5 0 30 276

TABLE V-9. (C) DEPTH EXCESS (M) AT SITE 4 FOR VARIOUS SOURCE
DEPTHS AND EVENTS. (U)

(C) Before discussing the receiver depth dependence, we shall look at
some significant data plots from Site 4. Figure 18 presents propagation loss
at 290 Hz for event P1, receiver 1, which represents the condition of lowest
propagation loss at this frequency. The triangles represent the experimental
data averaged in 2-km bins. The solid curve is the corresponding theoretical
propagation loss of the RAY WAVE model. The squares are the corresponding
result for the ASTRAL model. The convergence zones rise 10 to 20 dB above the
bottom-reflected propagation (between the zones). Both RAY WAVE and ASTRAL
agree reasonably well with experiment. The crosses represent propagation for
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zy the best receiver for event P5, which had the least depth excess in table 9.
»

B I e
Tl
2y

It is apparent that the propagation is much poorer in event P5 than event Pl.
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Figurg V-18. (C) Propagation loss at Site 4 for 290 Hz, illustrating
experimental and theoretical convergence zone structure. (C)

(C) In figure 19 the conditions for the experimental triangle, RAY WAVE,
and ASTRAL are the same as those for figure 18 except the frequency is 25 Hz.
Again RAY WAVE and ASTRAL agree reasonably well with the data. As can be seen
in both experiment and theory, there is little" evidence of convergence zones.
The low-bottom-loss propagation between zones appears to mask the zones. We
@ | call attention to the fact that the source depth at 25 Hz is 91 m as compared
to 18 m for 290 Hz. Hence, there are more non-bottom-reflected paths avail-
able for 25 than for 290 Hz. Whatever the reason, the behavior of propagation
1oss at 25 Hz is significantly different from that at 290 Hz. For exampie, in
i figure 19 the crosses represent the experimental propagation loss for event Pl
for receiver 7, which is the receiver with lowest propagation loss at 25 Hz.
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This will be discussed in more detail later. Although not shown here, the
results at 140 Hz show a convergence zone structure which is not as pronounced

as that at 290 Hz.

(C) Figure 20 compares the experimental data for event P4 having the
lowest propagation loss at low frequency with the experimental data for event
P5 having the largest propagation loss. The propagation losses at 25 Hz for
event P1 (shown in fig 19) and for event P2 fall between those plotted in
figure 20. The higher losses for event P5 at 36 Hz as compared to event Pl
and P2 at 25 Hz result from higher bottom loss at 36 Hz as well as conditions
of smaller depth excess.

(C) The receiver depth dependence for the (W and shot events is given in
tables 10A and 10B respectively. The major features of this depth dependence
are also illustrated by figures 21A to 21D. All the entries of table 10A and
the entries of table 10B for 91-m depth at 20 and 50 Hz and 18-m depth at 140
Hz are plotted in figures 21A to 21D. The receiver numbers are indicated in
the vertical scale at their respective depths. There is a scale break between
2000 and 3600 m. The curves on the figures join the average values for each
receiver based on all the events available for that receiver. Dashed or
missing portions of the curves indicate regions where there are insufficient
data to define the curve. In constructing these curves, all the event data
were lumped together, although there are events which are significantly
different. We will point out the general features of the figures and address
significant exceptions.

(C) First, note that the curves have ignored the data for BMA receiver
6. With the possible exception of figure 21B, the data for BMA 6 are clearly
out of line with other data. Indeed in all but four cases in tables 10A and
10B (event P4 at 290 Hz and events Al and A2 at 50 Hz), the losses for BMA
receiver 6 are greater than for BMA receivers 3 and 7, which straddle receiver
6. Thus, we regard the BMA receiver 6 results as strongly suspect.

(C) Next, consider data for ACODAC receivers 2 and 5 illustrated in tne
top section of figures 21A, 21C, and 21D. These receivers have higher losses
than the optimum receivers by 3.7 to 8.5 dB. Thus receivers suspended high in
the water column are relatively poor for all three tested frequencies.

(C) Consider next the near-bottom section of figures 21C and 21D.
Clearly 140 and 290 Hz have a similar receiver depth dependence. Although BMA
receiver 1 generally has the lowest loss of the experimental receiver depths,
the trends of the data clearly indicate that propagation loss should be even
smailer for a receiver between BMA 11 and ACODAC 9. Under convergence zone
conditions, we would expect the minimum loss to occur near the critical depth,
which, according to table 9, is between 147 and 30 m off the ocean floor for
the 18 m-source. In the case of event P5 at 290 Hz the critical depth is 30 m
off the ocean floor, and table 10A indicates that indeed ACODAC receiver 9 is
the best receiver. The behavior then at 140 and 290 Hz is clear-cut and
understood. The maximum loss is for the bottomed receiver 13 since the
principal propagation paths must be bottom bounce. As the receiver depth
decreases, a minimum 1oss occurs near the critical depth. As the receiver
depth is decreased further, the propagation loss increases again.
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(C) The results at low frequencies in figures 21A and 21B significantly
contrast with those at higher frequencies. Under convergence zane conditions
we would expect the minimum loss again to occur near the critical depth, which
according to table 9 is between 197 and 276 m off the ocean floor for the 91-m
source depth of the CW and shot events of figures 21A and 21B. Thus, we would

expect that BMA receiver would again be the best receiver, indeed even
relatively better than for the 18-m source depth. This is clearly not the

case.

(C) In figure 21A, BMA receiver 7 is generally the best receiver, fol-
lowed by BMA 8, ACODAC 9, ACODAC 13, BMA 1, and BMA 3. The receiver depth
behavior is clearly very complicated. The mechanism is not understood and has
not been successfully modeled. For example, at 25 Hz for event P1 the ASTRAL
model predicts a loss for receiver 7 which is 0.6 dB greater than that for
receiver 1 rather than the experiment value, which is 4.8 dB less than that
for receiver 1. Despite our inability to explain figure 2A, the data appear
to be correct. For example, the paired results of BMA 7 and 8, of BMA 1 and
3, and of ACODAC 13 and 9 are very consistent. Thus, we cannot reject these

data as was done with BMA 6.

(C) In figure 21B at 50 Hz the propagation loss is lowest and about the
same for receivers 1 and 8, Receiver 11 appears to be better than receiver 7
at 50 Hz. Note in table 10A that event P4 at 39 Hz suggests this. For this
event the best receiver is BMA 1 which is 1 to 2 dB better than BMA 8 or 7.

(€) These data indicate that, at frequencies of 50 Hz and below, the
receiver depth structure is quite complicated and is strongly dependent on

frequency.

(C) It has been recommended by members of the System Assessment Team
that the system assessment for Site 4 be conducted for receiver 7. This
choice was no doubt based on the smaller propagation loss at 25 Hz. However,
as we have seen for event P4, the propagation loss for this receiver is 6.8
and 7.9 dB greater than the propagation loss for receiver 1 at frequencies of
140 and 290 Hz. Moreover, the result at 39 Hz and the mixed results at 50 Hz
suggest that a strong case can be made for receiver 1. Furthermore, in other
seasons with greater depth excess the dependence on receiver depth may be
quite different. Our contention is that the problem of the optimum receiver
depth at Site 4 is an open issue. Before we can really select an optimum
receiver depth at Site 4, we need a much better understanding of the physical
principles involved. This understanding can only be obtained by a rigorous
theoretical analysis followed up and verified by additional experimental

measurements.

(C) Figures 22A, 228, and 22C present propagation loss for the receiver
with lowest loss for all events at Site 4 for 25 Hz, 140 Hz, and 240 Hz respec-
tively. The CW events are plotted with open symbols while the shot events are
given line symbols. Table 11 ranks the events according to increasing propaga-
tion loss. With the exception of event A2, the ranking at the low frequency
and 140 Hz is the same. There is a general pattern with some exceptions. The

ranking at 140 Hz coincides with decreasing bearing.
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Figure V-22B. (C) Propagation loss versus range for all events

at Site 4:

140 Hz. (C)
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Figure V-22C. (C) Propagation loss versus range for all events at
Site 4: 290 Hz. (C)

FREQUENCY
RANK LOW 140 290
1 P4 P4 P1
2 P2 P2 P4
3 P1 P1 Al
4 Al A2 A2
5 P5 Al P2
6 S1 P5 S1
7 A2 S1 P5

TABLE V-11. (C) RANKING OF EVENTS AT SITE 4 (U).

(C) As can be seen in figure 1I-15, the bearing decreases for events P4,
P2, P1, and P5 and for events A2, Al and S1. There is not a great deal of dif-
ference in the maximum bottom depth along these events as they cross the
Basin — perhaps 2 or 3 m. However, the bottom slope is less in the rortherly
direction and more in the westerly direction. Small but consistent differ-
ences in bottom depth could affect the CW sources at 18-m depths for 140 and
290 Hz. However, it is difficult to see how these differences could affect
the 91-m shots since, table 9 indicates relatively large depth excesses for
this condition. At 290 Hz the ranking of events Pl and P5 agrees with the
depth excesses of table 9. However, this is about the extent of agreement
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between tables 11 and 9. As in the use of optimum receiver depths, we need a
better understanding of the physical principles of near bottom-limited propa-
gation before we can provide a satisfactory interpretation of the ranking of
events at Site 4.

(C) Figure 23 compares the best events for each frequency with the
Eleuthera reference. The slopes at 25 and 39 Hz are less than that of the
reterence, with losses at long range as much as 10 dB less than those of the
reference. The slopes at 140 and 290 Hz are similar to that of the reference.
At 140 Hz the losses are as much as 6 dB less than those of the reference. At
290 Hz the losses are generally above those of the reference, with values
ranging frcm 3 dB 1ess to 1 dB move.

80.0
SITE 4 BEST RUN
LEGEND
G =P2LO 25 Hz
& =MED
+ = Hi
70.0 {~ X = P4LO 39 Hz
o
z
80.0
2
p
90.0 |~
100.0
0.0 50.0 100.0 150.0 200.0 250.0 300.0 350.0

RANGE (km)

Figure v-23. (C) Comparison of the Towest-propagation-loss events
at Site 4 with the Eleuthera reference. (U)

(C) Historical oceanographic data for the Somali Basin indicate maximum
surface temperature in April, with higher temperature in May than in March,
the month of the BEARING STAKE measurements at Site 4, Thus, propagation.at
290 Hz for the months of April and May may be expected to be worse than that
encountered in event P5. Propagation for the month of June through February
may be better than that encountered on event Pl. At low frequency (25 Hz) and
perhaps at 140 Hz the propagaticn conditions for April and May may not be
significantly worse than those of event P5., However, propagation at these
frequencies could improve significantly during conditions of large depth
excess. We anticipate that the propagation conditions at other BEARING STAKE
sites will not be strongly dependent on season.
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V.2.5  (C) Site 5, Southern Indus Fan

{€)  tae ovents for site 5 are shown {n Figures T1-20 and 101-1. BMA
receivars 3 and 5 wore locatad about 10 w from the top of a small conical hill
rising about 700 w above the south ond of the Indus Fan. Receiver & was
?v?{ud up 380w above the i1l while receiver 1 was buoyed up 600 m above the
Wit

(C) Figure 24A presents the close vange bathymetry for events Pl and Si.
it i1Tustrates the small hitl,  The bathymetry for the remainder of the event
has a very gentle sltope as the event proceeds up the Indus Fan.  The bathy-
metry for avents Al and A3 i3 similar to that of figure 24A, with no obstruc-
tions beyond the base of the nill,

(€) Figura 248 presonts the close range bathymetry for the wopagat ton
paths of ovent PS5, which has a major obstruction centered about 30 km %rom the
recaivor,  The bathymetry {s ossentially fiat beyond the obstruction, The
vrange Timits of event PH were from 131 to 407 km, so the event itself was over
a flat bottom with the propagation paths cryssing over the obstruction and
into the recoiver,

(C)  Figure 240 presents the close range bathymetry ot ovent P2, which
has a winor opstruction contered about 24 km from the receiver. The ¢lose
ranae bathgmetry of event AC was comparable Lo that of event P2.

{€)  The receivor depth dependence of propagation loss is presented in
table 12A for the CW wvents and in tabie 128 for the shot events. Consider
first the Yow-fraguency data.  The bottomed receivers (3 and 5) always have
Tess loss than the susnended recefvers (1 and 2).  Theve is no significant
difference in the propagation loss for rocetvers 1 and 2 (on the average
receiver 1 had 0,1 dB Toss loss).  On the average, raceiver 3 had 0,4 G Gess
loss than recoivar S, whoreas roceiver Uhad 1.2 dB more loss than recsivor b,

(C) Unfortunately, only two recetver depths wore avaitable at 140 and
290 Hz., The rvesults ave mixed. 1f we average ovor ovents at 290 Uz, the
propagation loss for receiver L s only 0.1 dB less than for vecoiver B, The
corresponding result for 140 Hz s 1.2 dB lass than for receiver 5, However,
vreceivar § may have beon a poor receiver, since it had 1.4 dB less loss than
racaiver 3 at low fragquency. [t would be informative to know how receliver 3
would have compared with receiver 1 at 140 and 290 Hz. The difrerences
between receivers 1 and “ wmay be a mout subjost sines . as discussed Tater, we
have strong evidence that a veceiver placod on the bottom of the fan wili
outperform any recetver placed on or suspended above the conical hitt,

(€) Figures 25A, 298, and 25C present propagation loss data for the
racoiver with Towest 1oss for all events at Stte b for 2%, 140, and 290 Hz,
respaetivaly. A1l the shot data are for 91-m shots. Tho events with no
obstructing bathymetry (ie, similar to fig 24A) are given by the open symbals,
while avents with Obstructfng bathymetry ave given by line symbols. The verti-
cel Tines with ar-ews at o range of 131 kn span the minimum and aaximam propa-
gation 1oss of ten 30° bearing bins from arc event P3.

\o7

CONFIDENTIAL ;




TGUGRIRRE L S e SN s e

Maak ol

(423N

3 - e - = -

m SN M eER e e el PR S I v T e S B el Gl eemd  feemd  Wasy  NWEE - _

AERINET

o

” (2) °g 3LIS 1V 2H 0S LV SINIAT LOHS ¥04 SSO7T NOILY9vdOdd 1S3M07
HLIM SY¥3IAI303Y 3HL ONV SU3ATIIAN ¥IH10 N33IML3A SIINIY344IQ SSO1 NOILVOVdOd¥d (2) ~“821-A 318Vl

8°1 G2 £°2 9°1 22 2°0 8°¢ 9°2 1°1 S
1] 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 £
2°¢ LY 8°c 2'¢ L°€ G°1 9°2 1°2 L°2 2
W.. £°¢ 8°G 0°¢ y°€ G°¢ 8°1 y°2 8°2 0°1 1 m
_.N... w 16 w g1 w 16 w g1 w 16 w gl w ehe w 16 w g1 g m
[o0]
LS W | o Lid
=2 €y IN3A3 2Y IN3A3 TV IN3A3 1S IN3n3 Jaquny - 2
i ¥IA1303Y w
= =
S (n)  °SIN3AZ 30UNOS MO ¥0d4 ONV § 311S ¥04 SSO1 NOILYDYdOUd S
o 1S3IM0T HLIM ¥3A1303¥ 3HL ONY C¥IA1303Y ¥3IHLO NIIML3E SIONIYI4JIC SSOT NOILVOVdO¥d (2) °veZi-A 378vl =
0 0 0 0 1°0 8'0 9°0 8°2 L0 0°1 8°2 0 y¥8¢ G
p°1 0 0 0 G98¢ £
2°2 L1 16°2 89v¢ P4
£°0 0°1 €1 6°0 0 L0 0 0 L°2 0 0 €°1 £y2e 1
06¢ o1 9¢ 062 ob1 9¢ 062 vl 9¢ 062 oyl 22 (w) vWd
(zH) (ZH) (zH) (ZH) yadag Jaquny
€Y 1IN3A3 Gd IN3IA3 24 IN3A3 Td IN3A3 ¥3IAL303Y  Y¥3IAIIIAN

JUdAJ @24N0S W]

S,;B‘ r“_ P R o n b ks o GV 0 Y e SRR 4 R TR TTernewur grosrsee SUTTZPIPLIETAR S S AN ks JUUSERIETETS /- )
% LS ELE R s, S B O B I . .
s < % o B s B o ATt b B St R O T o b s N :
, . . z d : ) el N iy ey R IR A R et £ Sty b s o B A, 4 Lt 5 N vy 4
i S 3 TS A AR N% s gl sy b st R
. . - - . k e A e e
, . .

o

] L) R N

R e iR e o e BB i s bnliiosit F s S FALAT - bt Sl



-

AT e TR R
DEPTH (km)

.‘?“.‘%': PR

©m,

W

APALGSEEY

=

3

TR

Prereey

L

Wrcnvedd

P

CONFIDENTIAL

DEPTH (km}

EVENT 5-P1
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Figure V-24A.
event P1. (U}
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(C) Short range bathymetry at Site 5:
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Figure V-24B. (C) Short range bathymetry at Site 5: event P5. (U)
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Figure V-24C. (C) Short range bathymetry at Site 5: event P2. (U)

(C) Table 13 ranks the events according to increasing propagation loss
at each frequency. The ranking of events is identical for 140 and 290 Hz.
The ranking for 25 Hz is slightly different in that events S1 and Al drop one
position and event A3 rises two positions over the ranking at higher fre-
quency. The best event is Pl. However, the fact that A3 ranks above S1
suggests that, at low frequency, the track of 5A3 has the Towest loss. With
this adjustment, the ranking of S1 is entirely consistent with that of Pl.

Frequency
RANK Low Hz 140 Hz 240 Hz
1 P1 P1 P1
2 A3 S1 Sl
3 S1 Al Al
4 Al A3 A3
5 P2 p2 P2
6 A2 A2 A2
7 P5 P5 P5

TABLE V-13. (C) RANKING OF EVENTS AT SITE 5. (U)
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Figure V-25A. (C) Propagation loss versus range
for all events at Site 5: 1low frequency. (C)
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Figure V-25B. (C) Propagation loss versus range for
all events at Site 5: 140 Hz. (C)
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Figure V-25C. (C) Propagation loss versus range for
all events at Site 5: 290 Hz. (C)

The ranking of Al at 140 and 290 Hz is consistent with its being the closest
run to P1. It is not clear why A3 ranks below Al at 140 and 290 Hz whereas it
is probably the best track at low frequency. Indeed at shorter ranges (out to
30¢ A3 ranks above Al. Beyond this range Al has lower losses. The three
lowest ranking events all have a close-range bathymetric obstruction. The
behavior of event A2 is somewhat complicated. At intermediate ranges it may
rank higher than unobstructed events. For example, at 250 km it appears to
outrank events Al and A3 at all frequencies. However, beyond 400 km it has
clearly dropped out of contention. These higher losses at long range appear
to be consistent with the high losses for event P3 at Site 2. In figures 258
and 25C there appears to be slope enhancement at 600 km. This range is about
50 km short of the Owen Ridge but may be within the navigaticnal error. The
lowest ranking is event P5, which crosses the severe obstruction of figure
248, The slope of the propagation loss is comparable to that of event Pl or
A3. There is an almost constant increase in loss from that of event Pl by an
amount of 8.5 dB which appears to be independent of frequency. Propagation
appears to undergo an increase in loss of 8.5 dB in passing over the
obstruction of figure 24B. The spread in values for the ars event P3 at 131-
km range is entirely consistent with other results for events P5, P2, and A2
as expected since the bearing of these events is included in the arc. The
high loss extreme in figure 25C at 290 Hz suggests obstructions and losses
more severe than those encountered in event P5.

(C) Figure 26 compares the best event (P1) with the Eleuthera reference.
The slope at 22 Hz is less than that of the reference, with 1osses at long
range as much as 13 dB less than those of the reference. The slope at 140 Hz
is about the same as that of the reference, with losses as much as 6 dB less
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Figure V-26. (C) Comparison of lowest-propagation-
loss events at Site 5 with the Eleuthera refer-
ence. (U)

than those of the reference. At 290 Hz the slopes are comparable to that of
the reference from 100 to 500 km, with losses within 1 dB of those of the
reference. Experimental losses from 550 to 750 km are about 3 dB greater than
those of the reference.

V.3 (U) SITE INTERCOMPARISONS

(C) This section compares the events with lowest loss at each of the
BEARING STAKE sites. Figures 27A, 278, and 27C present the results at 25,
140, and 290 Hz, respectively. The most surprising feature is the small
spread in the data. Indeed, the spread for the various event, at a given
site, as presented earlier, is larger than the spread for all sites based on
the event with lowest loss.

(C) The results of figures 27A, 278 and 27C are summarized in table 14,
which describes the results of arithmetically averaging the propagation loss
for the six 50-km range bins (from 50 to 300 km) for each site and each fre-
quency. The numbers in table 14 are a measure of the "average" loss over the
range interval from 25 to 325 km, since the values include all the data over
this interval. (The values at site 1B are based on the average from 50 to 250
km, with an adjustment by the average increase from this interval to that from
50 to 300 km for the remaining sites.) The losses of table 14 are not as
interesting as various difference tables which may be derived.
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; Figure V-27C. (C) Comparison of the lowest-
l propagation-loss events for each of the BEARING
- STAKE sites: 290 Hz. (C)

| Frequency

. SITE Low 140 290

]

i 18 82.9 89.5 94.1
2 85,3 92.3 97.0
3 83.1 90.2 94,1
4 84.6 89,5 91.5
5 85.0 30.3 93.6

TABLE V-14. (C) AVERAGE PROPAGATION LOSS FOR THE BEST EVENT
AT EACH SITE FOR THE RANGE 25-325 KM. (U)

{ (€} Table 15 presents the average propagation loss differences between
sites in dB relative to the site with lowest average propagation loss. Table
‘ 16 presents the average difference in propagation loss between the two higher
frequencies and 25 Hz on a site-by-site basis. This latter table may be
regarded as the increase in attenuation due to absorption and higher bottom
Joss at the higher frequencies for a nominal range of 175 km. Note in table
15 the differences between Sites 1B and 3. The values (for frequencies of 25,
140, and 290 Hz, respectively) are 0.2, 0.7, and 0.0 dB. This result agrees
very well with an analysis of the bottom 1oss and bottom bounce range inter-
vals ("cycle distances"), which indicates that the propagat1on at Sites 1B and
3 i$ not significantly different. This result also shows up in table 16,

which shows a similar attenuation for Sites 1B and 3. Note also in table 16
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that Site 2 has attenuation remarkably similar to that of Sites 1B and 3.
This suggests that the attenuation characteristics across the Indus Fan at -
ranges near Site 2 are comparable to those at Sites 3 and 1B. Note also, in

table 16, the sxgn1f1cant1y smaller attenuation for Site 5 as compared to -
Sites 1B, 2, and 3. This is in good agreement with the bottom loss measure- g
ments at Site 5, which show that the bottom loss at this site is significantly '
smaller than at Sites 1B or 3. In table 16, Site 4 shows even smaller o
attenuation. This results because the pr1nc1pa1 propagation path (at the {
higher frequencies) is by convergence zones, which do not suffer bottom loss. )

Frequency '3
SITE Low 140 290 :
18 0 0 2.6
2 2.4 2.8 5.5
3 0.2 0.7 “ 5 ,‘
4 1.7 0 0
5 2.1 0.8 2.1

TABLE V-15. (C) PROPAGATION LOSS DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE GIVEN

SITE AND THE SITE OF SMALLEST PROPAGATION '{
LOSS. (U) *
rrequency -
SITE Low 146 290 N
1B 0 6.6 11.2 i
2 0 1.0 11.7
3 0 7.1 11.2
4 0 4.9 6.9 4
5 0 5.3 8.6 X

TABLE V-16. (C) PROPAGATION LOSS DIFFERENCES (IN dB) BETWEEN
140 OR 290 Hz AND 25 Hz. (C) -

. . .
A —— [ S

(C) There remains one crucial question. If the bottom loss is lowest at
Site 5, then why does Site 5, in table 15, have higher propagation 1oss than
Sites 1B and 3 at low frequency and at 140 Hz? Moreover, figures 27B to 27C
show that Site 5 has the highest propagation loss of all Sites at ranges of 50
and 100 km for 140 Hz and at a range of 50 km for 290 Hz. It is hypothesized
that this is because the receivers at Site 5 were mounted on the small conical
hill as discussed in the Site 5 analysis (section V.2.5). This hill is part
of the Carlsberg Ridge (which has been assigned the highest bottom loss values

,
E Ty
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in the Northwest Indian Ocean). At least half of the acoustic arrivals at
Site 5 must reflect at least once from this hill with high loss. Thus, we
estimate that the propagation loss would be increased at this Site B about 3
dB. This hypothesls was tested by two special runs of the ASTRAL model.
These runs compared simulations of the propagation loss for a receiver mounted
on the hill with those for a receiver mounted north of the hill on the floor
of the Indus Fan. The propagation losses, beyond the direct field, for fre-
quencies of 25, 140, and 290 Hz, respectively were about 2, 3, and 3 dB
greater for the receiver mounted on the hill. If the propagation losses for
Site 5 in table 15 are reduced by the:.e amounts, then Site 5 is comparable to
Sites 1B and 3 at 25 Hz and superior to Sites 1B and 3 at the two higher
frequencies.

(C) A similar comparison of ASTRAL runs was made at Site 2. Here the
receivers are mounted on a scarp which has been assigned to the next to
highest bottom loss province. The ASTRAL propagation losses for frequencies
of 25, 140, and 290 Hz, respectively, were about 1, 4, and 4 dB greater for
the receivers on the scarp than they were for receivers mounted on the Indus
Fan at the foot of the scarp. Thus, the larger losses in table 15 for Site 2
as compared to Sites 1B and 3 are no doubt due to receiver placement on the
scarp.

(C) Turning now to Site 4 as related to table 15, at 25 Hz the propa-
gation loss is higher than that at Sites 1B and 3 and would also be higher
than that at Sites 5 and 2 with the adjustments just discussed. This result
is in agreement with other features of Site 4; i~, at 25 Hz the propagation
appears to be by bottom bounce rather than convergence zone and the bottom
loss measurements at Site 4 indicate significantly higher bottom loss than at
Sites 1B, 3, and 5. At the higher frequencies (140 and 290 Hz) where
convergence zones dominate, we believe that the comparability in average
propagation loss values of Site 4 to the other sites is fortuitous. We should
not draw the conclusion that in general propagation in bottom-limited areas is
comparable "on the average" to convergence zone propagation. This appears to
be true in the BEARING STAKE areas only because of the low bottom loss for the
bottom limited areas and because of marginal convergence zone conditions
(small depth excess).

V.4 (U) REMARKS

V.4.1 (U) Evaluation of Receiver System/Processing Errors

(C) At Sites 1A, 1B, and 3, BMA receivers were mounted near each other
on an essentially fiat bottom. Differences in the propagation loss over range
or bearing bins were calculated for these adjacent receivers. The total
number of independent evaluations made was eighteen. Of these, 50, 67, 75,
and 100 percent differed by no more than 0.3, 0.5, 0.8, and 1.0 dB respec-
tively. These results demonsirate that the manner in which WECo processed
their data is remarkably consistent. They also demonstrate that the process
of calculating bin averages is very robust.
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% V.4.2 (U) Standard Deviations of the Data N

(C) Throughout this analysis ye have presented mean values of propaga-
tion loss in 50-km range bins or 30” bearing bins. This section discusses the
standard deviations of the data about these mean values. This analysis is the
first stage in the process of developing statistical distribution models of
the variance. These models are a necessary adjunct to the ASTRAL propagation -
model for the system performance evaluation of bottom-limited regimes. .

R R Bt
W

" "
kel L rrlit Pl et

e
o
.
——

Bt o

e M N Y R TR A 20

- i
SRR sl

Aaes BT DT T SRR TR

(U) The standard deviation was calculated as follows: The mean propaga-
tion loss was subtracted from the propagation loss for each data point in the
bin; these values were squared and summed over all points and averaged; and .
then the square root was taken to yield a standard deviation.

(C) Analysis of these standard deviations produced some significant
results. Consider first the results for CW propagation. The WECO data for
Sites 1A, 1B, 2, and 3 were determined to be independent ¢f site and acoustic
frequency. A standard error of 5.3 dB is a good characteristic value, which
is based on 374 individual determinations of standard error and may be
considered a benchmark. The WECo data at Site 5 were independent of
frequency, with a value of 4.6 dB, which is significantly lower than that for
Sites 1A, 1B, 2, and 3. The WECo data at Site 4 were 5.2, 5.8, and 6.7 dB,
: respectively, for frequencies of 25, 140, and 290 Hz. We attribute the
g increase in variance for 140 and 290 Hz to the convergence zones at the site.
i The values at 25 Hz, for which there was little evidence of convergence zones

at Site 4, are comparable to those for Sites 1A, 1B, 2, and 3. Values were v

; obtained for ACODAC data at Sites 1B and 4. These were 5.0, 3.0, and 7.5 dB
; for frequencies of 25, 140, and 290 Hz at Site 1B. Corresponding values at
. Site 4 were 4.8, 5.0, and 5.8 dB. These ACODAC values are consistent’y -
L smailer than the corresponding WECo values but otherwise yield comparavle
P results. The single exception is the 7.5-dB value at 290 Hz at Site 1B. This -
! value differs so much from all the other experimental values that the data are
s suspect and should be examined before the result is accepted. The variance of
¢ normal mode theory was determined in 50-km range bins from data such as those -
in figure 2. A value of 5.8 dB was determined, based on a 1imited number of i
only five bins. Dyer (1977) gives a theoretical value of 5.6 dB, based on a .
model for random vectors. Both Dyer's value and the normal mode value are
larger than the characteristic experimental value of 5.3 dB. This difference o
is believed to be due to some smoothing, in the data processing techniques,
which reduces the variance.

e A e T e e e ey ey
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(C) The standard deviation of shot data was also investigated. Here the {
standard error increased with frequency at all sites. Values for Sites lA, T
1B, 2, and 3 ranged from 0.9 dB at 25 Hz to 2.4 at 290 Hz for 91-m shots. i
Values for 243-m shots were, in most cases, somewhat larger than for 91-m {
shots. As was the case for the (W data, the standard error for Sites 5 and 4
was, respectively, lower and higher than for the other sites. As previously
mentioned, the convergence zones contribute to the higher values at Site 4.
However, the low values for Site 5 remain a subject for further investigation.

.
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;’ I V.4.3 (C) Determination of Loss Provinces

%7 & (C) For system assessment purposes it is necessary to divide the BEARING
L STAKE area into various bottom loss provinces. This section indicates how the
l Indus Fan was divided into provinces 1 and 2. The bottom loss measurements

}- 4 made at Site 5 at the southern end of the fan were significantly lower than
I those made at Site 3 in a northern portion of the fan. Fijure 28 presents a
L ]I plot of the experimental propagation loss in 2-km bins for event P3 at Site 2
; for 290 Hz. The open circles represent results for the ASTRAL model based on
E ¢ Site 3 bottom loss. There is a distinct change in the slope of the experimen-
¥ . tal data at a range of about 200 km which can be attributed to a change in

¢ ‘l= bottom loss. The slope of the data beyond 175 km is very close to the slope
2 bl measured in event Pl at Site 5. Other events were investigated for similar

i slope changes in order to delineate the boundary between Province 1 (low loss)
i :L and Province 2 (higher, Site 3 bottom loss).
= (C) Figure 29 presents the results of this investigation. The marks

§ : labeled B in various events indicate the ranges at which significant changes

x 3 in slope were determined. The slopes at ranges beyond these marks for events
-d 2P3, 2A1, 252, and 3P4 were similar to those measured for event 5P1. No

= - obvious changes in slope were noted for event 5A1, 5P1, 5A3, or 3P3. On the
£ 3 basis of these data, the 1ine dividing Provinces 1 and 2 was estimated. Sub-
& o sequent analysis has shown four additional slope changes. The change along

a8 event 3A2 agrees well with the boundary between Provinces 5 and 2. There is
E: 1 also a distinct slope change along event 5A2, but it is not evident how this
> i. ties in with loss provinces. The locations of the rapid increases in propaga-
§ tion loss as previously discussed for events 3A3 and 3A4 are also indicated in
'g ne figure 29.

]

% . V.4.4 (U) Slope Enhancement Effects

§;

% é. (C) Although eight or nine of the BEARING STAKE explosive source runs

o crossed significant underwater bathymetric features, a corresponding acoustic
g 5" effect was well-established on only two. This situation arose because the

2 %n range sampling of the explosives was insufficient to properly define all

'% acoustic changes.

13

(ol
Banenich

(U) The two runs which gave clear evidence of slope enhancement (4Al and
1A2) are discussed individually.

g
L

3
¥

V.4.4.1 (U) Run 4A1 (fig 30)

' " TSN
&

(C) The run was terminated by shoaling between the horn of Africa and
the Island of Socotra.0 The bathymetric profile sketched in the figure has a
maximum slope of 2-1/2" at 725-km range.

(C) The corresponding acoustic effect was confined to the lowest two
frequencies analyzed (20, 50 Hz) and only with the 18-m source depth. The
magnitude of the enhancement was approximately 10 dB at 20 Hz (fig 30A) and 5
dB at 50 Hz (not shown). The higher frequencies (140 and 300 Hz) and deeper

source depths produced no enhancement. The 140-Hz case is shown in fiqure
308.
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V.4.4.2 (U) Run 1A2 (fig 31)

(C) This run traversed a submerged seamount at a range of 275 km from
the receiver. It was initially indicated that the run merely crossed a flank
of the feature. In view of the major acoustic effect, however, it is assumed
that the propagation path intersects near the peak of the seamount (1500 m).
The bathymetry in figure 31A is sketched on this basis. Maximum bottom sio
was again near 2-1/2”, The acoustic effect is similar to that observed wit
run 4A1. A level enhancement occurs on the upsiope portion of the seamount
and is noticeable at 20 Hz (and 50 Hz), only with the 18-m source depth.
Higher frequencies and deeper source depths do not show enhancement (fig 31B).

(C) The enhancement character represented by these two runs is qualita-
tively consistent with a decrease in the surface decoupling loss at the source
in the vicinity of the features. For sources over a sloping bottom, steep-
angle rays are decreased in angle by repeated bottom reflections. These
steep-angle rays give rise to less surface decoupling loss at the source and
this causes an increase in received level. The surface decoupling losses are
greatest at low frequency and apply only to source depths above the decoupling

depth (typically 50-80 m).

(C) Although data from other events are not sufficiently detailed to
allow a good description of propagation enhancement, the following trends have
been identified. It is clear that enhancement mechanisms other than that

described above 2re responsible in some cases.

Run 1Al No acoustic effect in spite of major underwater feature.

Run 2A3  Decoupling loss enhancement with character similar to 4Al.

Run 4A2 A1l frequencies (20 - 300 Hz) only with 18-m source depths.

Run 5A2 A1l frequencies (20 - 300 Hz) and all source depths (18, 91, 243 m).

V.4.5 (C) Selection of Surveillance Sites on the Indus Fan

(C) The present procedure of seiecting surveillance sites mounted up on
the ridges bounding a basin does not appear to be the best choice for a bo’ltom-
limited basin with Tow bottom loss. As previously discussed, the experimental
data at Sites 7 and 5, as well as the special ASTRAL runs, strongly suggest
that surveillance arrays should be placed on the low-loss Indus Fan rather
than being mounted above the floor on high-loss hills or scarps. Furthermore,
the nommal mode model studies and experimental measurements of Site 1B suggest
that an improvement of several dB in the signal-to-noise ratio might be
achieved with the optimum placement rf surveillance arrays about 20 to 30 m
off the bottum (depending on the low frequency of primary interest). This
improvement can only be achieved in the absence of close range shipping. The
placement of surveillance arrays on the periphery of the Indus Fan should be
reexamined. Once the hypothesized advantage of mounting receivers on ridges
hac peen eliminated, it is not ciear that configurations on the periphery of
the basin are superior to other configurations distributed througnout a basin.
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(C) Figure 32 presents the distribution of cargo ships and tankers in
the Western Indian Ocean. On the basis of this distribution, we would
recommend a generalized site indicated by the "X" as a potential surveillance
site. This was chosen to minimize the noise from close range shipping (by
locating it in a region of low shipping density).

40°E 500
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CARGO AND TANKERS

Figure V-32. (C) Selection of surveillance site based on the
distribution of cargo and tanker ships. (C)

V.4.6 (U) Recommendations for Additional Measurements

(U) This section consists of a series of reconmendations for additional
acoustic measurements which should be made in the BEARING STAKE area.
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1. (C) Propagation measurements using CW sources should be made across the
Chain Ridge, which bounds the Somali Basin to the east; across the Carlsberg
Ridge, ‘which bounds the Indus Fan to the south, across the Owen Ridge, which
bounds the Indus Fan to the west; and across the Murray Ridge, which separates
the Gulf of Oman from the Indus Fan. For a variety of reasons, good
quantitative data over these bathymetric features were not obtained in BEARING
STAKE. The chief purpose of these recommended measurements is to obtain propa-
gation data which are necessary for the modeling of distant shipping noise

which propagates over these bathymetric features.

2. (C) Detailed propagation 1oss measurements should be made to evaluate the
sloxe enhancement of shipping noise. The shots from aircraft events in
BREARING STAKE were too sparse for evaluation of some propagation features.
High-density shot runs, with a ship, and/or CW events are recommended. Some
events should be conducted with low-frequency CW sources at 6-m depth to
properly simulate the source depths of shipping noise.

3. (C) Measurements should be made in several locations on the Indus Fan to
verify the existence of the notch of higher propagation loss which theory pre-
dicts to be somewhat off the ocean floor. A string of receivers spaced at
10-m intervals above the ocean floor should be utilized. Propagation from
simul taneous shallow and deep low-frequency CW scurces should be measured.

One of the sites tested should be Site X, where measurements of noise should
be compared on the various receivers., As previously discussed (section
V.4.5), this location was selected as being far from shipping lanes. Other
desirable locations would be on the fan near Site 2 and near Site 5. These
measurements are needed to verify model results indicating that such receivers
will perform better than those deployed on the Owen Ridge at Site 2 or on the

conical hill at Site 5.

4, (C) Site 4 should be retested under near-bottem-limiting conditions and
should also be evaluated at a time of year when the depth excess is greatest.
The experiments should be designed on the basis of a rigorous theoretical
analysis of optimum receiver depths for this complicated enviromment.

5. (C) Any additional experiments on the Indus Fan should be designed to
determine whether the fan can be modeled adequately by two bottom loss regimes
and if so to locate the boundaries of these regimes.

6. (C) Propagation and bottom loss should be measured at higher frequencies
for use in short range surveillance or tactical systems.
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CHAPTER VI. AMBIENT NOISE. (V)

VI.1 (V) SITE DESCRIPTIONS

(U) The approximate locations of the seven different measurement sites are
shown in figure 1 and listed in table 1. The approximate bottom depth, the
types of ambient noise measurements for which results are presently available,
and the time of year are also included. The proposed scope of the noise data
analysis for each site is not l1imited to that listed in table 1. A more com-
plete description is given by Naval Ocean Systems Center, 1977.

(C) Site 1 is located in the mouth of the Gulf of Oman. The nearby coast-
lines form a funnel for the high density shipping traffi¢ into and out of the
Persian Gulf. The high density shipping, characteristic of the Indian Ocean,
is greatly increased in the vicinity of Site 1 as a result. The plus (+)
signs in figure 2 mark the positions of ships near Site 1 which were spotted
by aerial shipping surveillance on 28 Jan 1977. This figure is illustrative
of the extremely high shipping density near Site 1. Even though the acoustic
propagation for near-surface sources is severely bottom limited, as illus-
trated by the sound speed profile for Site 1 in figure ¥, the ambient noise at
frequencies dominated by such high-density shipping (below approximately 200
Hz) would be expected to be high. '

(U) Cmnidirectional ambient noise measurements at Site 1 were taken by a
bottom-mounted array (BMA), a vertical ACODAC with sensors distributed
throughout the water column, and the 925-m nonlinearly spaced 32-element Ocean
Acoustic Measurement System (OAMS) towed array. In addition to omnidirec-
tional noise the depth dependence was measured by an ACODAC, and the horizon-
tal directionality of the noise was measured by both the towed array and the
bottom-mounted array.

(C) Sites 2 and 3 are in the Arabian Sea. Site 2 is on the side of a sea-
mount which lies to the east of the major shipping lane from the Persian Gulf
to the Cape of Good Hope. Site 3 is higher up on the Indus Fan than Site 2
and 1ies slightly to the west of the Persian Gulf-Straits of Malacca shipping
lane. Unfortunately, the shipping surveillance was primariiy to the north of
these two sites. The minus (-) signs in figure 2 illustrate the positions of
ships observed during the surveillance flights in the northern part of the
Arabian Sea. The reduction in shipping density away from the Gulf of Oman
(and Site 1) is evident in this figure.

(C) As indicated by figure 3, the sound speed profiles at these two sites
are quite similar. The most significant difference is that the acoustic prop-
agation is more bottom 1imited at Site 2 than at Site 3. Only omnidirectional
data are available from the BMA for Site 2. Both omnidirectional and hori-
zontal directionality data are avajlable for Site 3 from the BMA and the OAMS
array.

(C) Sites L2 and L5 are at the bottom of the Indus Fan and near the great
circle path from the southern tip of India to the Gulf of Aden. It is likely
that a shipping lane between these two points would possess moderately dense
shipping, Unfortunately, shipping surveillance flights were not conducted
near these two sites. The density of shipping must be inferred either from
historical shipping data or from the noise measurements. Sound speed profiles
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I TABLE VI-1. (C) APPROXIMATE LOCATIONS AND DEPTHS OF MEASUREMENTS AND THE
! MONTH OF OCCUPATION AT EACH. (U)

l SITE NO. NLAT  ELONG  DEPTH (m) DATA TYPE* TIME

1 23°38' 61%9' 3,300 H, D, 0 Jan, Feb 1977
: i 2 16%15'  50%5' 3,150 0 Apr, 1977

3 17°18*  65%4" 3,600 H, 0 Feb, 1977

l 4 04%s5'  53%9" 5,000 H, D, 0 Mar, 1977

1 5 090" 61%0' 4,500 0 Apr, 1977

' 2L 11%0' 61%0' 4,410 H, 0 Apr, 1977

I 5L 08%s' 68%0' 4,550 H, 0 Apr, 1977

-

*{ - Horizontal Directionality
D - Depth Dependence
0 - Omnidirectional

o i (ri
gs . E

for these two sites are similar to the Site 5 profile in figure 3. Omnidirec-
tional and horizontal directionality cata are available from the Long Aperture
Towed Array (LATA) for both these sites.

A

&occutant
o

L

(C) Site 5 is located con the northern edge of the Carlsberg Ridge. The
BMA at this site was on a flat top of a low rise about 500 m above the basin
i floor. The predominant shipping is believed to be well to the north of this
I site. The acoustic propagation is also bottom limited as evidenced by the

[T |
[

»

£ § appropriate sound speed profile in figure 3.
) (C) Site 4 is located on the Chain Ridge in the northern Somali Basin.
i The BMA was on the ridge while the vertical ACODAC and the OAMS and LATA towed
i
ix arrays were over the deep basin about 10 to 20 miles to the northwest. The

shipping surveillance flights near Site 4 confirm the existence of a rela-
tively dense shipping lane along the east coast of Africa. The surveillance
results are presented in figure 2 as vertical lines (Naval Ccean Systems Cen-
ter, 1977). Results for only one of two days are presented in this figure,
since the second surveillance flight was only one day later and many of the
observed ships must have been the same. The shipping near the coast of Africa
at the latitude of Site 4 is believed to be sparse because of the coastline's
bending toward the west near Kenya and the economics of traveling the shortest
distances possible between two ports. Hence, noise along westerly azimuths at
Site 4 would be dominated by nearby ships. Site 4, being to the eastern edge
of the shipping lane, would have relatively little noise 1n southeasterly

E directions — that is, provided the ships do indeed tend to travel in lanes,
leaving vast areas of the oceans sparsely populated. Unfortunately, the
shipping surveillance results from the BEARING STAKE exercise were too limited
to be used in either support or rejection of this hypothesis.
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Figure VI-2. (C) Ship positions obtained by aerial shipping
surveillance flights on 28 Jan 77 (+), 14 Feb 77 (-), and
21 Mar 77 (1). (U)

VI.2 (U) RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

VI.2.1 (U) Omnidirectional Noise Levels

(C) Figure 4 illustrates median ambient noise spectra obtained from one of
the deepest hydrophones of the BMA (Scudder, 1978) at the five principal
sites. The low-frequ>ncy (less than 200 Hz) noise is greatest at Site 1 and
least at Site 5. For example, at 50 Hz it is approximately 14 dB greater at
Site 1 than in the Northeast Pacific approximately 700 nmi west of Los Angeles
and about 10 dB greater than off Bermuda (Perrone, 1969; Wagstaff et al.,
1976). At Site 5 it is about 4 dB greater than in the Northeast Pacific and
about equal to that near Bermuda. In light of the aerial surveillance data in
figure 2 the Site 1 results appear quite reasonable. With such extremely
dense nearby shipping, high noise levels are expected. The corresponding
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- i Figure VI-3. (C) Representative sound speed profiles obtained
- i, during the occupation of the five principal BEARJNG STAKE
sites. (U)
< B 3, levels for Sites 2, 3, and 4 are consistent with the moderately high shipping
B density at those locations as indicated in figure 2. No aerial surveillance
L F g shipping data are available for Site 5. Judged by the level of the low-
e £ g. frequency noise, the shipping must be of magnitude similar to that of shipping
= b near Bermuda or the propagation of noise from the distant ships is relatively
3 . good. Historical shipping information (Ross et al., 1Y74; Solomon and Barnes,
= £ g 1976) suggests the former could be the case. However, cumulative distribution
!

X -

results discussed in a later-section support the latter conclusion.

(U) The noise levels above 300 Hz in figure 4 are consistent with wind
speeds less than or equal to 10 knots as was generally the case throughout the
enti;‘e BEARING STAKE exercise (Naval Ocean Research and Development Activity,
1978).
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VI.2.2 (U) Ambient Noise Depth Dependence

(U) The depth dependence of the noise was measured by ACOUACs with hydro-
phones distributed between approximately 400 m and the bottom. Not all sites
were occupied by ACODACs, and of those which were only data from Sites 1 and 4
are presently available.

(C) Figures 5 and 6 (Mitchell et al., 1978) illustrate the depth depen-
dence of the median ambient noise spectra for Sites 1 and.4, respectively.
The Site 1 results in figure 5 extend from 498 m to the bottom at 3351 m. The
high noise levels at 25 Hz are artifacts due to a CW source used to investi-
gate propagation. The Site 4 results extend from near the deep sound channel
axis to the bottom. Because of problems in the recording system, no data were
obtained from the shallow hydrophones at Site 4. Both figures 5 and 6 show
very little depth dependence in the noise. Below 60 Hz at Site 4, for exam-
ple, che reduction in level with depth is generally less than 1 dB. At Site 1
the change with depth is on the order of 2 dB, with the level increasing with
depth. Such small depth dependence is not unexpected in the case of Sites 1
and 4, Whenever the noise is dominated by nearby shipping, as at these two
sites, the insonification will be fairly uniform with depth. This may not be
the case at the sites less densely populated by shipping, such as Site 5.
That the noise levels are relatively low for Site 5 (see fig 4) indicates that
the contribution from distant ships is probably & larger percentage of the
total noise than it is at either Site 1 or 4. It is this compcnent of dis-
tantly generated noise which decreases with depth as a result of bathymetric
shielding and boundary interaction over long distances. The amount of depth
quieting will depend on how large a fraction of the total noise is due to the
distant noise component. Not more than an extra few dB would be expected at
Site 5. Similar conditions are expected at Sites 2L and 5L. The low noise
levels in figure 4 indicate that Site 2 also has very little nearby shipping.
Hence, the depth dependence at this site should be slightly more than for
either Site 1 or Site 4. Further discussion of depth dependence is available
in Mitchell et al. (1978).

VI.2.3 (U) Horizontal Directionality

(C) Figures 7 and 8 illustrate the ambient noise horizontal directionality
results obtained at five sites. The results in figure 7 for Sites 1 and 3 are
from OAMS 23-Hz data. The others are for LATA 25-Hz data. In figure 8 the
arrays are the same, but the frequencies are 36 and 40-Hz, respectively. The
similarities in the directionality patterns in these two figures for a given
site suggest the differences between 23 and 25 Hz and 36 and 40 Hz should be
negligible.

(C) The noise directionality results for Site 1 indicate high noise levels
to the west, southwest, east, and southeast but relatively low noise levels to
the north and south. The lowest levels generally correspond closely to the
levels anticipated for OAMS sidelobe contributions (about 18 to 22 dB). As a
result, levels well below those shown for northerly and southerly directions
are quite possible at Site 1. In each of the Site 1 directionality patterns
in figures 7 and 8 an east-west bias of 8 dB to 12 dB 1s clearly evident. The
majority of the noise is due to ships within a range of 100-200 nmi (see fig
2). In such a case, acoustic propagation effects have much less influence on
the noise directionality than does the clustering of nearby ships (i.e., those
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Figure VI-5. (C) Median ambient noise levels as a function of
depth at Site 1. (U)

within 100 nmi). Hence, large changes in acoustic propagation will account
for only small changes in the noise field at Site 1. Horizontal direction-
ality characteristics should remain time invariant provided that shipping
densities and distributions in the general vicinity remain approximately the
same. Results suggest that the noise field at Site 1 could be easily modeled
or predicted with a high degree of accuracy and confidence (Aitkenhead and
Wagstaff, 1978). '

(C) The predominant bias in the noise directionality patterns for Site 3
is in the northwest-southeast directions. Level variations in the direction-
ality patterns ranged from 9 to 17 dB and were generally found to be inversely
related to frequency (Aitkenhead and Wagstaff, 1978). Bearings toward the
northwest tend to be consistently higher than in other directions. The heavy
shipping traffic in the Gulf of Oman (see fig 2) could easily account for the
observed maxima. Azimuths toward the southeast are also relatively noisy.
Northeast and southwest directions are significantly quieter.
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Figure VI-6. (C) Median ambient noise levels as a function of
depth at Site 4. (U)

(C) Noise from the northeasterly and southwesterly directions at Site 3
tended to fluctuate from one directional estimate to another but remained
fairly low. On the other hand, the northwesterly azimuths always exhibited
consistently high levels. Noise toward the southeast tended to fluctuate more
but had high levels more often than low levels. These characteristics suggest
that a large number of ships are always toward the northwest of Site 3 (i.e.,
in or near the Gulf of Oman), relatively dense distribution of ships is always
to the southeast (Persian Gulf - Straits of Malacca shipping lanes), and a
moderately dense distribution of ships is in the immediate vicinity of the
measurement site. The first two shipping distributions account for the rela-
tively stable components of the directional noise patterns while the last
smooths out the lower levels reducing the azimuthal anisotropy.

(C) A distinct feature of the 25 Hz noise at Sites 2L and 5L (see fig7)
is the relatively low values in a broad sector to the southwest. The levels
at 40 Hz in figure 8 along the same azimuths are not correspondingly low. The
reason for this is not presently understood. Low levels could be expected as
a result of relatively low shipping in that direction (Solomon and Barnes,
1976), but both frequencies should be affected. An additional interesting
feature of the noise at these two sites is the nearly uniform character of the
noise over large arcs. Noise from a line distribution of sources will produce
such an effect when the acoustic propagation increases with 20 times the log
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(Sites 1 and 3) and 25-Hz (Sites 4, 2L, and 5L)
ambient noise in the Northwest Indian Ocean. (U)
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of the range. Densely populated shipping lanes appear 3s line sources from a
distance. Propagation loss calculations for near-surface (6-18 m) sources

suggest that the character of the propagation is very similar to 20 times the
1og of the range. Hence, the noise at Sites 2L and 5L appears to be dominated

by the shipping lanes along the west coast of India and the east coast of
Africa.

(C) The aerial shipping surveillance results in figure 2 indicate that
Site 4 is within the Persian Gulf - Cape of Good Hope shipping lane. The
width of the lane is uncertain, since the flight path of the surveillance air-
craft was generally parallel to the coast. The results at 25 and 40 Hz, how-
ever, suggest the lane to be relatively narrow to the southwest of Site 4.

The broadening in the noise patterns toward the east and northeast could be a
result of shipping lanes from the Cape of Good Hope dividing, part going to

the Persian Gulf and the other to Bombay with Site 4 between the two. Traffic
from the Gulf of Aden to the southern tip of India would also be contributory
to the broadening of the noise pattern to the east and northeast. A more com-

plete discussion of the noise directionality is available in Aitkenhead and
Wagstaff, (1978).

(U) A final point should be made in the comparison of the noise patterns
of figures 7 and 8. The anisotropy of the patterns decreases with increased
frequency. It is doubtful that this effect is real. As the frequency in-
creases, the beamwidth decreases, and the sidelobes become more sensitive to
array nonlinearity. Also, the ratio of main beam noise power to the noise
introduced by the sidelobes decreases with decreased main beamwidth. Hence,

these two factors tend to fill in the lower levels of noise and produce a more
uniform pattern.

(C) At this point it would be worthwhile to illustrate the significance
and the utility of the noise directionality patterns in figures 7 and 8. The
levels plotted in the directionality patterns are gbso}ute sound pressure
spectrum levels (relative to 1 micropascal) in a 1° azimuthal sector. For
comparable measuremgnt intervals, an ideal unambiguous beam (i.e., uniform
response across a 1° sector with infinitely suppressed sidelobes) would have a
median noise level equal to the value plotted in these figures for the corres-
ponding steering angle. For wider beams, ambiguous beam pairs, and any other
horizontal beam pattern, the estimated noise level is obtained by convolving
the patterns shown in figures 7 and 8 with the beam pattern. As an example,
suppose the 33-Hz median beam noise levels at SiBe 3 are needed for a towed
array with 4 beamwigths, a steering angle of 45° from forward endfire, and an
array heading of 045°. The noise level for an ideal (ambiguous) beam from a
horizontal array would be obtained by integrating the 23 gz noise unction0
shown in figure 7 over the true bearings from 088° to 092° and 358° to 002°.
The result would be approximately 77.1 dB. Now suppose the sidelobes are
uniformly suppressed by approximately 20 dB. For an omnidirectional level of
88.0 dB, the sidelobe contribution would be approximately 67.8 dB. Combining
this, on an intensity basis, with the mainlobe level gives an estimate of the

median beam noise level of 77.6 dB.
VI.2.4 (U) Noise Statistics - Temporal

(C) Figure 4 illustrates the noise as a function of frequency measured by
the BMA at the five principal sites. Cumulative distribution functions were
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also generated at 340, 280, 140, 50, and 25 Hz and are available in the report
by Scudder (1978). Figure 9 illustrates the results for 50 Hz. In each case
the data are from one of the deepest hydrophones of the array. A normal dis-
tribution would be a straight 1ine on the plot. The noise at Site 2 is nor-
mally distributed. The curves for Sites 1, 3, and 4 are indicating more of a
Rayleigh distribution. The high levels of noise which occur relatively infre-
quently (less than about 15% of the time) at Site 5 are indicative of a site
which occasionally has close sources but is generally dominated by moderately
dense distant sources. The lack of high-level noise at Site 2 suggests the
shipping lane along the coast of Africa to be relatively distant, perhaps as
much as a hundred miles or more. Hence, the shipping must hug the coast of
Africa more near Site 2 than at Site 4, where the ships are known to be in the
immediate vicinity of the site (see fig 2).

T "
e B

5~

iv VI.2.5 (U) Noise Statistics - Azimuthal Anisotropy

h (C) The results given in figures 7 and 8 indicate that the noise can vary
i significantly as the array heading is changed. For example, the average

’ broadside beam noise level (at 23 Hz) changes by about 8 dB for selected sets
of orthogonal headings at Sites 1 and 3. Although maximum and minimum beam
noise levels are of considerable interest, the variation between these ex-
tremes is of equal importance. The term "azimuthal anisotropy" identifies one
particular method of describing the variability of beam noise levels in a con-
cise yet comprehensive manner. Azimuthal anisotropy characteristics relate
the combined effects of spatial and temporal fluctuations in the ambient noise
field to beam noise levels and present these relationships as statistical
distributions of expected beam noise levels.

Farnmhat 4
.

PN

R

(C) Azimuthal anisotropy of the noise field is summarized as a cumulative
. distribution function of beam noise levels for various ideal beamwidths or
i ambiguous horizontal sector widths. The 23-Hz noise field observed at Site 1
: illustrates the form and content of the azimuthal anisotropy analysis results

(see fig 10). Beam noise measurements us%d for this example were limited to

; Site 1 data for array headings within 320~ of north or aouth. Thus, the OAMS
‘ coverage pattern encompasses an azithhalosector of 200~ (i.e., beam bear&ngs
within the range of 90~ +50° and 270~ +50~), For an ideal beamwidth of 6°, it
is evident from figure 10 that the expected noise level will be less than 75
dB for 47% of the possible beam look directions in this array coverage pat-
tern. Conversely, the expected noise level will be greater than 75 dB on 53%
of the look directions.

(C) Azimuthal anisotropy results are presented in figure 11 far beam noise
measurements collected on beam bearings of 0007 +50~ and 180~ +50%. For this
@ orthogonal array coverage pattern, the expected noise level will be less than

{ 75 dB on approximately 84% of the look directions. Only 16% og the look

' directions would yield noise levels greater than 7% dB for a 6 beamwidth. In

. this case, the median noise level for an ideal 5.5 beamwidth is 69.3 dB.

1 Thus, the noise within a fairly large azimuthal sector from the north and
south of Site 1 appears to be of relatively low level. However, noise from
the east and west of Site 1 appears to be nonuniformly distributedowithothe

1ouges§050urces concentrated in the bearing sectors defined by 070" +20~ and
270 +20~.
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Figure VI-10. (C) Azimuthal anisotropy of beam noise levels for
23 Hz at Site 1--north/south array headings only. (C)

(C) When the direction of a possible target is unknown, as is often the
case in performance prediction studies, results for an arbitrary array orien-
tation are preferred. The 23-Hz azimuthal anisotropy results presented in
figure 12 were developed from 50 sets of beam noise measurements (25 beams per
set) at Site 1 with each set collected on a different array heading. In con-
trast, only ten sets of beam noise measurements were used in the results shown
for the north-south or east-west orientations. Azimuthal anisotropy results
such as those shown in figure 12 are suitable for analyses involving arbitrary
array orientations while the results presented in figures 10 and 11 apply to
mora specific array orientations.

(C) Figures 13 and 14 give similar results at 23 Hz for Sites 3 and 4, re-
spectively. At these tyo sites, however, the directional bias is at an
approximaBe angle of 45° from north. Hence, only beam noise data for headings
within 20” of northeast or southwest (fig 13a and 14a) and northwest or south-
east (fig 13b and 14b) were utilized. From figures 7 and 8 it is evident that
a towed array at Site 3 would have significantly less noise on beams in
northeast-southwest directions than in northwest-southeast directions. The
azimuthal anisotropy plots in figure 13 show the same results but in greater
detail. Figure 13a is for northeast-southwest headings (northwest +500 beam
directions). Figure 13b°is for directions orthogonal to those in figure 13a
(northeast-southgest +50" beam directions). These results suggest that for an
array having a 4~ beamwidth the beam noise will be less than 71 dB and 66 dB
for 40% of the azimuths covered by the near-broadside beams when the array is
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g Figure VI-11. (C) Azimuthal anisotropy of beam noise levels for

23 Hz at Site 1-- east/west array headings only. (C)

on northeast-southwest and northwest-southeast headings, respectively. The
analogous results in figure 14 for Site 4 are 64 and 67 dB, respectively. The
relative magnitudes of the levels are reversed in this case because Site 4 has

a northeast-southwest directional bias whereas Site 3 has a northwest-
southeast bias (see fig 7 and 8).

(U) Additional azimuthal anisotropy results for other frequencies are
available in the report by Aitkenhead and Wagstaff, 1978.

. By 1 i TR AL T b LT v o
rivee e SEEEESDAR A ™

(U) The azimuthal anisotropy curves are applicable, in the strictest
§ sense, only for linear arrays. No attempt was made to remove ambiguities in-
n troduced by the conical beam patterns. The measurement array's finite side-

Yobe structure also affects azimuthal anisotropy results, especially at the

Vror SRR ST

£ lowest beam levels. Although the deconvolution technique (Wagstaff, 1978)

: used to produce these results attempts to remove all noise contributions

kS measured via the OAMS sidelobes, this is not entirely possible. Some residual
v contamination will always be present.
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Figure VI-12. (C) Azimuthal anisotropy of beam noistc levels for
23 Hz at Site 1 -- all array headings. (C)

V1.3 {U) CONCLUSIONS

(C) In the range from 10 to 100 Hz, omnidirectional noise levels were
greatest near the Gulf of Oman (Site 1), being approximately 10 dB greater
than the noise near Bermuda. This high level is consistent with the extremely
high-density shipping near the Gulf of Oman. The noise levels in the middle
of the Arabian Basin (Site 3) were only a few dB 1ess. The levels within the
shipping lane in the Samali Basin (Site 4) were approximately 4 to 8 dB less.
The noise at Sites 2 and 5 was relatively low, about equal to that at Bermuda
and about 3 to 5 dB greater than in the Northeast Pacific. Above approxi-
mately 300 Hz the noise at all sites was consistent with that which would be
expected from the wind and sea state conditions.

(C) The character of the cumulative distribution function for the 50-Hz
noise at Site 5 is indicative of distant noise source domination with
infrequent (about 15% of the time) nearby shipping traffic.

(C) The noise at Site 2 was normally distributed and showed no indication
of nearby shipping.

(C) The noise at Sites 1, 3, and 4 had definite biases in the horizontal.
In the Arabian Basin (Sites 1 and 3) the shipping near the Gulf of Oman was
clearly the dominant factor determining the noise directionality bias. In the
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Figure VI-13. (C) Azimuthal anisotropy of beam noise levels for
23 Hz at Site 3 -~ northeast/southwest headings only (13a) and
northwest/southeast headings only (13b). (C)
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2 Samali Basin (Site 4) the shipping along the coast of Africa was the con-

% trolling factor.

% (C) Because of the high-density nearby shipping and bottom-limiting con-
7 ditions, less than 2-3-dB noise depth dependence was measured in the northern
i part of the Arabian Basin (Site 1) and the Somali Basin (Site 4). Because of

less apparent nearby shipping, the depth dependence at Sites 2, 5, 2L, and 5L
could be greater, but probably only by a few dB.
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= ‘ CHAPTER VII. COHERENCE AND ARRAY SIGNAL GAIN (U)

i h VII.l (U) INTRODUCTION

i I! (C) For BEARING STAKE, phase coherence processing was done at six frequen-

: cies (22, 25, 36, 42, 140, and 290 Hz) at five sites (Site 3, 1B, 4, 5, and 2)

g for the OAMS array data, and the results are reported by Neubert (1978a).

S Phase coherence processing was done at 25 and 36 Hz at Sites 1B and 3 for the

% ' BMA, and the results are reported by Neubert (1978b). Phase coherence pro-

B cessing was done at 22 and 25 Hz at Sites 4, 5, and 2 for the LATA, and the

I results are reported by Fabula and Neubert (1978). Array signal gain pro-

: .], cessing was done only at 25 Hz for the OAMS array, the BMA, and the LATA, and

1 the results are reported by Neubert (1978c). The purpose of this chapter is

¢ ‘ to perform an acoustic assessment of phase coherence and array signal gain for

: l these five sites in the Northwest Indian Ocean using the data described above

i % £ and reported by Neubert (1978a, b, and c) and by Fabula and Neubert (1978).

k (U) The information for this phase coherence and array signal gain area

§ ]i assessment report is taken from the four reports referred to above and is

i a treated below in the order: Sites 1B, 3, 4, 5, 2. When referred to but not

5 reproduced in this report, the tables and figures from the four references are

; 1‘ prefixed by Na, Nb, Nc, and F for the references: Neubert (1978a, b, c) and
s Fabula and Neubert (1978), respectively. For example, table 5 from the refer-

ence: Neubert (1978a) is denoted herein as table Na-5.

1
3
N
<
3
'«
3
H
&

(U) The phase coherence and array signal gain data for all three arrays
can be compared directly by using the timing of the data samples and the known
positions versus time of the arrays and of the projector tow ship. When the
arrays are not collocated (Sites 5 and 2), the possibly different propagation
conditions along the different propagation paths from the projector to the
receivers should be kept in mind. Even when two arrays are collocated, their
different depths have to be considered with regard to possible differences of
major propagation paths to each receiver {see Neubert, 1978d).

VII.2 (U) EFFECT OF SOUND PROPAGATION ON AMPLITUDE FLUCTUATION

(C) Before beginning the site-by-site area assessment for BEARING STAKE,
it is convenient to appraise the effect of multipath sound propagation on
amplitude fluctuation over all the selected sites in the Northwest Indian
Ocean. Neubert (1978d) discusses the nature of sound propagation during the
BEARING STAKE exercise on a site-by-site basis and shows that the degree of
bottom interactions (as indicated by how many of the important rays contact
the bottom and at what anqles) was highest for Site 1B and lowest for Site 4.

(C) The tables in Neubert (1978a) give Cp Tsee eq (A-20)], Zp [see eq

(A-15)1, and SNR (the signal plus noise to noise ratio) for the OAMS array;

these quantities for the BMA and the LATA are found in the tables of Neubert
(1973b) and Fabula and Neubert (1978), respectively. These tables show that
generally the degree of amplitude fluctuation, as measured by Zps is largely

range independent and does not increase much with frequency at each site and
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for each array. This behavior is shown in table 1 on a site-by-site basis for
each array (the OAMS array data cover all five sites while the BMA data
applies only to Sites 3 and 1B and the LATA data apply only to Sites 4, 5, and
2) and for signal plus noise and for noise.

TABLE 1. (C) THE DEGREE OF AMPLITUDE FLUCTUATION, Zpe (V)

0AMS BMA(1B,3)/LATA(2,3,5)

Signal plus Noise Noise Signal plus Noise Noise
Site 1B 0.3-0.5 0.5-0.6 0.25-0.5  0.5-0.55
Site 3 0.3-0.5 0.5-0.6 0.3-0.5 0.5-0.55
Site 4 0.2-0.4 0.5-0.6 0.2-0.5 0.5-0.55
(before "crush event")
Site 4 0.3-0.6 0.6 0.2-0.5 0.5-0.55
(after "crush event")
Site 2 0.4-0.55 0.55 0.2-0.5 0.55
Site 5 0.3-0.5 0.55 0.2-0.5 0.5-0.5

(C) The SNR levels for the 0AMS array were high and comparable for Sites
1B, 3, 4, and 5 and significantly lower for Site 2, where a seamount was
present (see Neubert, 1978d). Still table 1 shows that the values of A are
camparable for all these sites. However, a closer scrutiny of table 1 does
reveal some agreement with three phenomena that occurred during BEARING STAKE.
Note that Site 4 is divided into two parts in the table: before and after the
"crush event." The crush event occurred at 0400Z on 16 March 1977, when the
OAMS approached its nominal crush depth (350 m). See Neubert (1978a) for more
details. Note that OAMS signal plus noise amplitude fluctuations were less at
Site 4 before the crush event than after it, suggesting that the individual
hydrophones are producing more self-noise after having been damaged by the
crush event. (This interpretation is supported by noting that the OAMS noise
amplitude fluctuation was also increased after the crush event.) This is the
first phenamenon that is discernible in table 1. The second is seen by noting
that the OAMS signal plus noise amplitude fluctuations are less at the first
part of the Site 4 test than at any previous site. This occurs because the
propagation conditions were less disturbed by bottom interaction at Site 4
than at the other sites, which were bottom limited. The third phenomenon re-
lates to the OAMS array being towed behind the seamount during the Site 2
exercise (as discussed by Neubert, 1978d). Projector tows 5P1 (Site 5) and
2P3A overlap in the Indus Fan, and it appears that the main difference between
these two projector tows is the presence of the seamount between the 2P3A pro-
jector tow track and the OAMS array. As observed from tables in Neubert
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(1978a), the SNR values are lower for Site 2 than Site 5 by about 5 dB. Table
1 agrees with this by showing higher 0AMS signal plus noise amplitude fluctua-
tion at Site 2 than at Site 5.

(C) Note also from table 1 that at both Sites 1B and 3 the BMA and OAMS
signal plus noise amplitude fluctuation behavior is essentially the same. The
CATA (in contrast to the OAMS) does not detect iess signal plus noise ampli-
tude fluctuation at Site 4 (which has little bottom interaction) than at Site
b (which is bottom limited). In fact, the LATA sensed similar signal plus
noise amplitude fluctuation at Sites 2, 4, and 5. This appears to be due to
the more complex sound speed profile that occurs at the LATA tow depth; see
Neubert, 1978d. Note that Sites 1B and 3 for the BMA and Sites 2, 4, and 5
for the LATA are essentially the same with respect to signal plus noise ampli-
tude fluctuation. Finally note that the noise amplitude fluctuation as

easured with all three arrays is quite similar at all five sites.

VII.3 (U) DISCUSSION OF SITE 1B
VIT.3.1 (U) OAMS Array Phase Coherence and Array Signal Gain

(C) The OAMS array phase coherence data analysis for Site 1B is sum-
marized by Neubert (1978a) in tables Na-10 through Na-12 and in figures Na-29
through Na-31 for 25, 140 and 290 Hz. The OAMS array signal gain data analy-
sis for Site 1B is summarized by Neubert (1978c) in Table Nc-4 and in Figures
Nc-8 and Nc-9 for 25 Hz. The OAMS array phase coherence and array signal gain
data were taken on one linear projector tow over the Oman Basin: 1BPl. The
relevant figures and tables of Neubert (1978a) show that the phase coherence
decreases severely as the frequency increases from 25 to 290 Hz while the SNR
values remain comparable and high. This SNR behavior is explained as follows.
Although the projector source level was less at higher frequencies and al-
though the propagation loss increases with frequency because of higher bottom
reflection losses, the ambient noise level also was less at higher frequen-
cies, and this kept the SNR values high. While there is a decrease in phase
coherence with increasing frequency (while SNR remains high), which is rele-
vant to array performance for these higher frequencies (i.e., 140 and 290 Hz),
the real significance of this trend must be considered in terms of array
length divided by the wavelength. This is important because it has been
observed that coherence can decrease as the aperture length (in units of wave-
length) increases. Therefore, the best way to compare arrays at different
frequencies is in terms of phase coherence for constant aperture length in
units of wavelength. This latter procedure is suggested for more detailed
studies of phase coherence versus frequency. Figures 1 and 2 show that the
phase coherence and the array signal gain are generally range independent up
to about 200 km, where they decrease somewhat with range out to about 300 km.
This decrease in phase coherence and array signal gain corresponds to the
passage of the source over an irregular sloping bottom. There is no signifi-
cant decrease in SNR values during the tow over the sloping irregular bottom,
so the decrease in phase coherence and array signal gain appears to be caused
by the irregularity of the bottom contour. Note that the wide variability in
Cp and ASG with range due to multipath interference is increased by the ir-

regular bottom slope region. Comparing figures Nc-8 and Nc-9 shows that the
values of ASG are somewhat better for the weighted OAMS array than for the
unweighted array.
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VII.3.2 (U) BMA Phase Coherence and Array Signal Gain

(C) The BMA phase coherence data analysis for Site 1B is summarized by
Neubert (1978b) in tables Nb-3 through Nb-7 and figures Nb-21 through Nb-35
for 25 Hz. The BMA array signal gain data analysis for Site 1B is summarized
in tables Nc-16 through Nc-20 and in figures Nc-30 through Nc-34 for 25 Hz.
The BMA phase coherence and array signal gain data were taken on five pro-
Jector tows over the Oman Basin: 1BP1, 1BP4, 1BP3, 1BP2, and 1BPS5. Only the
results for projector tow 1BP1 are of interest here since the results for the
other tows agree with the behavior for tow 1BPl discussed. Figures 3 and 4
show that the phase coherence and the array signal gain are generally range
independent up to about 300 km, and the irregular bottom slope has no apparent
effect on ASG beyond 200 km. Note that the wide variability of Cp and ASG

with range due to multipath interference is not increased by the irregular
bottom slope region.

VII.3.3 (U) Comparison of the BMA and the OAMS Array

(C) Figures 1 through 4 give the relative phase coherence behavior and the
relative array signal gain behavior on projecgor tow 1%P1 for the OAMS array
(with the source bearing generally between 75° and 100”) and the BMA (with the
source bearing near 160°) as a function of range at 25 Hz. As can be seen
from these figures, for the bottom-mounted array the phase coherence and the
array signal gain showed no rangewise increase in variability and no rangewise
change due to the irregular bottom slope (possibly due to the presence of
bottom paths). On the other hand, for the mid-depth towed array, the phase
coherence and the array signal gain decreased and became more variable as the
projector was towed over the irregular sloping bottom. Observe that the phase
coherence behavior and the array signal gain behavior of the bottom-mounted
and the mid-depth towed arrays were comparable before the irregular bottom
sloping ranges (this is in agreement with the results for projector tow 3P4 in
section VII.4.3), Therefore, it appears that for this bottom-1imited region
(near Site 1B) of the Northwest Indian Ocean the phase coherence and the array
signal gain performances are essentially the same for bottom-mounted and mid-
depth towed (above 250 m) arrays except for the irregular bottom slope region.
Figures 1 through 4 show that performances of the bottom-mounted and middepth-
towed arrays are comparable. As shown by Neubert (1978b), the sensor spacing
for the BMA at Site 1B was considerably different from that for the OAMS
array. To obtain a more nearly accurate comparison of the towed array with the
BMA, a subset OAMS array (configured similarly in sensor spacing to the BMA at
Site 1B) was studied. Neubert (1978a, b) shows that the behavior of this
subset towed array was essentially the same as that of the bottom-mounted
array with regard to phase coherence and array signal gain behavior except
that the BMA behavior was much less disturbed by the irregular sloping bottom.

This latter phenomenon may indicate that the BMA was receiving a significant
amount of sound propagated through bottom paths. Incidentally, figures Nc-8,
Nc-9, and Nc-36 show that the unweighted and the subset OAMS arrays are
similar in ASG rangewise behavior, while the weighted OAMS array slightly
outperforms both these cases.
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VII.4 (U) DISCUSSION OF SITE 3
VII.4.1 (U) OAMS Array Phase Coherence and Array Signal Gain

(C) The OAMS phase coherence data analysis for Site 3 is summarized
by Neubert (1978a) in tables Na-1 through Na-9 and in figures Na-2 through
Na-28 for 25, 140, and 290 Hz. The OAMS array signal gain data analysis for
Site 3 is summarized by Neubert (1978c) in tables Nc-1 through Nc-3 and
Figures Nc-2 through Nc-7 for 25 and 42 Hz. The tables give AT (the averaging
time interval) 20 log;jA,, the source bearing o, [see eq (A-3)], Cp, ZasCrR

[see eq (A-13)], ASG [for weighted and unweighted beamformers; see eq (A-24)],
SNR (the signal plus noise to noise ratio in dB), and the range R. Based upon
these results some observations can be made about the phase coherence (as
measured by Cp) and the array signal gain (as measured by ASG) at Site 3 for

the OAMS array.

(C) The OAMS array phase coherence and array signal gain data were taken
on three linear projector tows across the center of the Indus Fan: 3P1, 3P3,
and 3P4, The relevant figures and tables in Neubert (1978a) show that the
phase coherence decreases severely as the frequency increases from 25 to 290
Hz, while the SNR values remain comparable and high. This SNR is similar to

the behavior at Site 1B and the explanation given in section VII-3.1. applies
here also.

(C) Neubert (1978a), figures Na-2 through Na-10, and (1978c), figures Nc-2
through Nc-7, shows that the phase coherence and the array signal gain, re-
spectively, are generally range independent up to about 310 km. As an example
see figures 5 and 6, which correspond to projector tow 3P4 at 25 Hz. (For
examples of 140 and 290 Hz results, see figures 7 and 8, respectively.) Note
the wide variability of Cp and ASG with range due to multipath interference in

this bottom-limited environment with its complex sound speed profile structure
(see Neubert, 1978d). Fabula and Neubert (1978) discuss the varying structure
of the signal field along the array that causes the high variability of C_ and

ASG. The scatter of values that appear in figures 5, 6, etc, is due to under-
sampl ing of rangewise continuous functions. Figures Nc-2 through Nc-7 show
that the values of ASG are somewhat better for the Hamming-weighted OAMS array
than for the unweighted array. This was also observed in section VII.3.1l. and
is not surprising in a multipath enviromment since the weighting decreases the
contribution to ASG of sensor group pairs at greater separations, i.e.,
reducing the effective array aperture.

VI1.4.2 (U) BMA Phase Coherence and Array Signal Gain

(C) The BMA phase coherence data analysis for Site 3 is summarized by
Neubert (1978b) in tables Nb-1 and Nb-2 and in figures Nb-5 and Nb-6 for 25
and 36 Hz. The BMA array signal gain data analysis for Site 3 is sumnarized
by Neubert (1978c) in tables Nc-14 and Nc-1% and in figures Nc-28 and Nc-29
for 25 and 36 Hz. The BMA phase coherence and array signal gain data were
taken on two straight projector tows across the center of the Indus Fan: 3P2
and 3P4, Figures Nb-15 and Nb-16 and figures Nc-30 and Nc-31 show that the
phase coherence and the array signal gain, respectively, are generally range
independent up to 300 km. As an example, see figures 9 and 10, which
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correspond to projector tow 3P4 at 25 Hz. Note the wide variability of Cp and
I ASG with range that was observed in section VII.4.1.

VII.4.3 (U) Comparison of the BMA and the OAMS Array

]: (C) Figures 5, 6, 9, and 10 give the relative phase coherence behavior and

the relative array signal gain bghavior on projector tow 3P4 of the OAMS array
v (with the source bearigg near 90", i.e., near broadside) and the BMA (with the
3 source bearing near 16~) as a function of range at 25 Hz. Figures 1 through

6, 9, and 10 show that the phase coherence behavior and the array signal gain
behavior at Site 1B (until the irregular bottom slope region) and at Site 3

, are comparable for the BMA and the OAMS array. Therefore, it appears that

ol there is no significant difference in phase coherence and array signal gain
behavior between these two sites. This is especially true because of the wide
rangewise variability of Cp and ASG caused by the multipath interference in

these bottom-limited regions with their complex sound speed profiles. As was
B shown by Neubert (1978c), the sensor spacing for the BMA at Site 3 was con-

! siderably different from that for the OAMS array. To obtain a more nearly

i. accurate comparison of the towed array with the BMA, a subset 0AMS array
(configured similarly in sensor spacing to the BMA at Site 3) was studied.
Neubert (1978b, c) shows that this subset towed array performed essentially
the same as the bottom-mounted array with regard to phase coherence and array
signal gain behavior. Incidentally, figures Nc-6, Nc-7, and Nc-35 show that
the unweighted total and subset OAMS arrays are similar in ASG rangewise per-
formance, while the weighted 0AMS array slightly outperforms both these cases.
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VII.5 (U) DISCUSSION OF SITE 4

prYvey

VII.5.1 (U) OAMS Array Phase Coherence and Array Signal Gain

(C) The OAMS phase coherence data analysis for Site 4 is summarized by
Neubert (1978a) in tables Na-13 through Na-20 and in figures Na-38 through
Na-41 for 25, 36, and 140 Hz. The OAMS array signal gain data analysis for
Site 4 is summarized by Neubert (1978c) in tables Nc-5 through Nc-7 and in
figures Nc-10 through Nc-15 for 25 and 36 Hz. The OAMS array phase coherence
and array signal gain data were taken on three projector tows in the Somali
Basin: 4P1, 4P3, and 4P5. The relevant figures and tables of Neubert (1978a)
show that the phase coherence decreases severely as the frequency increases
from 25 to 140 Hz, while the SNR values remain comparable and high. This is
similar to the behavior for Sites 1B and 3 and the explanation is given in
section VII.3.1. Figures 11 and 12 show that the phase coherence and the
array signal gain are generally range independent up to about 150 km on pro
Jector tow 4P1 at 25 Hz. Note the wide variability of Cp and ASG with range

due to multipath interference. Comparing figures 5, 6, 11, and 12 shows that
; the phase coherence and the array sigral gain are less variable on projector
: tow 4P1 than on projector tow 3P4. This behavior reflects the fact that Site
3 is bottom 1imited while Site 4 is not. Figures 13 and 14 show that the
phase coherence and the array signal gain are apparently range independent on
. projector tow 4P5 at 36 Hz up to about 250 km. This decrease in space coher-
ence and array signal gain corresponds to the passage of the source over an
3 irregular sloping bottom. Because there is no significant decrease in SNR
! values during the tow over the irregular sloping bottom, the decrease in phase
coherence and array signal gain appears to be caused by the irregularity of
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the bottom slope region. This behavior also occurred on 1BP1 and is discussed
in section VII.3.1l. Figures Na-39 and Nc-13 show the Cp and ASG values, re-

spectively, for the arc tow 4P3 at 25 Hz. Here the low values occur at low
SNR values and there appears to be no bearing dependence in Cp and ASG.

Figures Nc-10 through Nc-14 show that the values of ASG are somewhat better
for the weighted OAMS array than for the unweighted arrays. This was also
observed in sections VII.3.1 and ViI.4,1. Unfortunately, much interesting
O0AMS coherence data was lost on 17 and 18 March 1977 because the source fre-
quency went to 39 Hz rather than the planned frequency of 36 Hz. (The
quadrature detector had not been built to handle 39 Hz.)

VII.5.2 (U) LATA Phase Coherence and Array Signal Gain

(C) The LATA phase coherence data analysis for Site 4 is summarized by
Fabula and Neubert (1978) in tables F-2 through F-4 and in figures F-17, F-21,
and F-25 for 25 Hz. The LATA array signal gain data analysis for Site 4 is
summarized by Neubert in tables Nc-2 through Nc-4 and in figures Nc-17, Nc-21
and Nc-25 for 25 hz. The LATA array signal gain data analysis for Site 4 was
taken on three projactor tows in the Somali Basin: 4P1, 4P2, and 4P3. Only
the results for projector tows 4P2 and 4P3 are essentially the same. Figures
15 and 16 show that both the phase coherence and the array signal gain are
generally range independent up to about 200 km, but both vary greatly because
of multipath interference and the sound speed profile small-scale structure
discussad by Neubert (1978d).

ViI.5.3 (U) Comparison of the LATA and the OAMS Array

(C) Figures 11, 12, 15, and 16 give the relative phase coherence behavior
and the relative array signal gain behavior on the projector tow 4P1 of the
OAMS array (with the soyrce beaging near 90°) and of the LATA (with source
bearing varying from 30~ to 180") as a function of range at 25 Hz. As can be
seen from these figures, the OAMS phase coherence and array signal gain were
higher and far less variable than for the LATA. As discussed by Neubert
(1978d), this difference in behavior is attributed to the operation of the
OAMS array at 200 m, which is above the complex sound speed profile structure
that occurs below about 250 m, and of the LATA at 300 m, which is definitely
in the more complex profile structure.

VI1.6 (U) DISCUSSION OF SITE 5
VII.6.1 (U) OAMS Array Phase Coherence and Array Signal Gain

(C) The OAMS array phase coherence data analysis for Site 5 is summarized
by Neubert (1978a) in tables Na-21 through Na-25 and in figures Na-48 through
Na-52 for 25, 36, 140, and 290 Hz. The OAMS array signal gain data analysis
for Site 5 is summarized by Neubert (1978c) in tables Nc-8 through Nc-10 and
in figures Nc-16 through Nc-21 for 25 and 36 Hz. The OAMS array phase coher-
ence and array signal gain data were taken on three projector tows over the
Indus Fan and the Carlsberg Ridge: 5P1, 5P3, and 5P5. Only the results for
projector tow 5P1 will be considered here since the SNR values on the other
projector tows were generally low. The relevant figures and tables of Neubert
(1978a) show that the phase coherence decreases severely as the frequency
increases from 25 to 140 Hz, while the SNR values remain comparable and high.
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Figure VII-15. (C) Phase coherence vs
range; LATA array; Site 4; track 4P1,

13-14 March 1977; 25 Hz. (C)
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This is similar to the behavior for Sites 1B, 3 and 4, and the explanation is
given in section VII.3.1. Figures 17 and 18 show that the phase coherence and
the array signal gain are generally range independent up to about 750 km.

Note again the wide variability in Cp and ASG with range due to multipath in-

terference. Comparing figures 11, 12, 17, and 18 shows that the phase coher-
ence and the array signal gain are less variable on projector tow 4P1 than on
projector tow 5P1. This behavior reflects the fact that the data for the
bottom-limited Site 5 are more variable than the data for Site 4, which is not
bottom 1imited. Figures Nc-16 and Nc-17 show that the values of ASG are some-
what better for the weighted 0AMS array than for the unweighted array.

VII.6.2 (U) LATA Phase Coherence and Array Signal Gain

(C) The LATA phase coherence data analysis for Site 5 is summarized by
Fabula and Neubert (1978) in table F-3 and in figure F-29 for 25 Hz. The LATA
array signal gain data analysis for Site 5 is summarized by Neubert (1978c) in
table Nc-26 and figure Nc-40 for 25 Hz. Nothing will be said about the LATA

results at Site 5 since few LATA data were processed for Site 5 (because of
time constraints).

VI1.7 (U) DISCUSSIGN OF SITE 2
VII.7.1 (U) OAMS Array Phase Coherence and Array Signal Gain

(C) The OAMS array phase coherence data analysis for Site 2 is summarized
by Neubert (1978a) in tables Na-26 through Na-31 and in figures Na-63 through
Na-68 for 25 and 140 Hz. The OAMS array signal gain data analysis for Site 2
is summarized by Neubert (1978c¢) in tables Nc-11 through Nc-13 and in figures
Nc-22 through Nc-27 for 25 Hz. The OAMS array phase coherence and array sig-
nal gain data were taken on three projector tows over the Indus Fan: 2P2,
2P3A, and 2P3. Unfortunately, all the OAMS array tows for Site 2 were con-
ducted behind an elongated seamount. Neubert (1978d) discusses the conse-
quences of the presence of a seamount near Site 2. Figures 19 and 20 show
that the phase coherence and the array signal gain were generally range inde-
pendent up to about 1000 km but were somewhat reduced and much more variable
on projector tow 2P3A (seamount) than in the comparable case of projector tow
5P1 (no seamount) shown in figures 17 and 18. Tables Na-21 and Na-28A show
that the SNR values were about an average of 5 dB higher and less variable at
similar ranges for projector tow 5P1 than for projector tow 2P3A. In short,
given conditions which are otherwise identical (i.e., same range and source
strength), the seamount produces perturbations in the measurements of phase
coherence and array signal gain that would otherwise not have appeared. This
situation seems to account for the reduced SNR values for Site 2.

VII.7.2 (U) LATA Phase Coherence and Array Signal Gain

(C) The LATA phase coherence data analysis for Site 2 is summarized by
Fabula and Neubert (1978) in tables F-6 and F-7 and in figures F-33 and F-34
for 25 Hz. The LATA array signal gain analysis for Site 2 is summarized by
Neubert (1978c) in tables Nc-27 and Nc-28 and in figures Nc-41 and Nc-42 for
25 Hz. The LATA phase coherence and array signal gain analysis data were
taken on two projector tows over the Indus Fan: 2P3A and 2P3. The results
for these two tows were very similar. Figures 21 and 22 show that both the
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phase ccherence and the array signal gain are generally range independent up
to about 550 km, but both vary greatly because of multipath interference and
the small-scale sound speed profi&e struckure discussed by Neubert (1978d).
The source bearing varied from 10~ to 150~. Because of the influence of the
seamount on the OAMS data, a useful camparison of the LATA and the OAMS array

results at Site 2 cannot be made,

et

Semed  foerd

VI1.8 (U) CONCLUSIONS

1. (C) Since the Northwest Indian Ocean is usually bottom limited and
the sound speed profiles are complex, a considerable rangewise variability
exists in the plots of phase coherence and array signal gain for this multi-
path enviromment. The variability increases because of the presence of ir-
regular bottom slopes as well as seamounts. This variability is the dominant
characteristic of this body of water when the performance of long horizontal
acoustic arrays is considered. Thence, a general assessment of signal coher-
ence for the Northwest Indian Ocean, based on the BEARING STAKE data, is as
follows. The coherence will be a manageable problem for the performance of
long bottom-mounted and mid-depth towed array systems used for surveillance if
sufficient rangewise sampling is employed and the towed arrays are not oper-
ated in the depth region of complex sound speed profile structure.
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2. (C) From the detailed area assessment above several conclusions can
be reached about the performance of long horizontal acoustic arrays in the
Northwest Indian Ocean.

e T ]

3.  (C) The degree of amplitude fluctuations, as measured by:,, does not
change much with frequency and is largely range independent up to about 1000
km even over irregular sloping bottoms.

Y DO L T ks £ N 5% 44y 4 R

2 '5

4. (C) The phase coherence decreases severely with increasing frequency,
even when the SNR values remain high enough that noise correlations are negli-
gible. This behavior is discussed in section VII.3.1. Because the phase co-~
herence decreases severely with increasing frequency, the array signal gain ¢
should also decrease markedly with frequency increases; see appendix. .l

s -

5. (C) The phase coherence and the array signal gain are generally range
independent up to about 1000 km except when the projector is passing over an
irregular sloping bottom. They decrease and become more variable for a mid-
depth towed array, but not for a bottom-mounted array, when the projector is
passing over an irregular sloping bottom. This behavior may reflect the im-
portance of bottom-propagated sound paths for a bottom-mounted array.

6. (C) The phase coherence and the array signal gain are widely variable
with range because of multipath interference and become more variable in an l
irregular bottom slope region for a mid-depth towed array, but not for a
bottom-mounted array. They were less variable at the only site (Site 4) at
which propagation was not bottom Timited. l

7. (C) The relative phase coherence behavior and the relative array
signal gain behavior of a mid-depth towed array and of a bottom-mounted array
were compared on projector tows 1BP1 (in section VII.3.3) and 3P} (in section
VII.3.4) at 25 Hz. The performances of the bottom-mounted ar 1y (at about 20°
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off endfire) and the mid-depth towed array (near broadside) were comparable,
and neither array showed a rangewise reduction in phase coherence and in array
signal gain (except in the irregular bottom slope region on projector tow
1BP1). Therefore, it appears that for the bottom-limited regions of the

Northwest Indian Ocean the phase coharence and the array signal gain behavior
of the bottom-mounted and mid-depth (above about 250 m) towed arrays are

¢ essentially the same.

% . :‘ 8. (C) It was observed that the sensor spacing configuration for tne BMA
s ’ at Sites 1B and 3 was considerably different from the OAMS array sensor group
B spacing. To obtain a more accurate comparison of the towed array with the
}§ ?[ BMA, subset OAMS arrays (configured similarly in sensor spacing to the BMA at
3 & Sites 1B and 3) were studied. 1t was found that the bottom-mounted arrays

% performed essentially the same as the subset towed arrays and that again no

t ¥ array showed any rangewise reduction in phase coherence and array signal gain
5 X (except in the irregular bottom slope region on projector tow 1BP1l). The sub-
% set OAMS arrays performed essentially the same as the total O0AMS array for

% - phase coherence and array signal gain.
§~ e 9. (C) There is no significant difference in phase coherence or in array
§ signal gain behavior between the bottom-limited regions near Sites 1B and 3,

& T while the Site 4 region (which is not bottom limited) evinced less variable

3 - behavior.

3 e 10. (C) In the Northwest Indian Ocean, the surveillance performance of

i’ towed arrays may be significantly dependent on the array tow depths because of

the presence of a mid-depth region of sound speed profile complexity.

?’ 11. (C) When sound was received by the OAMS array from a source towed
¥ behind a seamount for Site 2, the SNR was often too low to allow estimation of
phase coherence and array signal gain.
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APPENDIX:
METHODOLOGY OF COHERENCE AND ARRAY SIGNAL GAIN (U)

A.1 (U) INTRODUCTION

(C) Coherence measurements were conducted during BEARING STAKE because
signal plus noise coherence gives a quantitative measure of array performance under a
variety of oceanographic conditions when the SX/R is sufficiently high. This permits the
evaluation and direct comparison of passive surveillance systems under varying test condi-
tions. In particular. in comparing the fixed horizontal bottom-mounted array with the
towed horizontal mid-depth arrays 'n the Northwest Indian Ocean environment, the
coherence along each array yields performance as a function of frequency and of range from
the towed source as it travels over a varying ocean bottom. The array with the largest
coherence (normalized to have a maximum of unity) will give the better signal input to the
beamformer at the given frequency. A plane wave (i.e.. a unidirectional received signal).
homogeneous in amplitude along a straight horizontal array, is assumed in the design of
conventional beamformers. Therefore, the coherence along the array can be used as a
measure of beamformer performance degradation due to nonplanar, nonhomogeneous
signals and/or array deformation. The phase coherence and array signal gain measure the
degradation in beam directivity as a function of range and frequency while the amplitude
nonhomogeneity relates to the degradation in the expected sidelobe suppression. Thus,
the measurement of phase coherence and array signal gain gives the relative merits of arrays.
Since the array with the largest coherence (when the aperture size is comparable and the
frequency is the same) provides the best mean signal plus noise input to a conventional
beamformer, .« represents the best detection performance capabilities under the prevail-

ing conditions. Likewise, the largest array signal gain yields the best output for a conven-
tional beamformer.

(U) This report is concerned with the study of phase coherence and array signal
gain for long, horizontal line arrays receiving multipath signals from long range, narrowband,
low-frequency towed CW projectors in the generally bottom-limited Northwest Indian
Ocean. Narrowband analysis techniques permit the understanding and quantification of
fundamental signal data that significantly affect realizable system performance. Therefore,
they provide a valuable method for evaluating and comparing passive surveillance array
systems. The phase coherence permits relating the array signal data to the reduction in
the actual array performance from that expected for an ideal array in an ideal (vertically
variable only) medium. Considering array signal gain directly relates actual performance to
that expected for a conventional linear beamformer under ideal conditions.

A.2 (U) PHASE COHERENCE

(U) The narrowband, multipath signal plus noise arriving at the jth Sensor group
along the long horizontal array at time t can be described by the relation A; cos(¢; - wt).
where A; is the amplitude, ¢; is the received phase, and « is the angular frequency. (The
quantities Aj, ¢j, and w are allreal.) It is assumed, when using the above signal plus noise
form, that the slowly varying functions AJ and ¢j can be considered constant for time
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periods less than 20m/w. The classical definition for the coherence of two complex wave-
forms Fy and F5 is

® 2
c\2_ I FYI
(712) =S <. (A-D)

where the operator  + ) represents the time average (generally over about 4 min for BEAR-
ING STAKE data) and the asterisk denotes the complex conjugate. For convenience in
narrowband sonar array analysis, the classiczl coherence approach is modified as follows.
The composite (due to multipath arrivals) instantaneous, narrowband response of the J th
sensor group can be represented (atter basebanding by a quadrature detector) by

Fj - Ajc1[¢>j-(<~>-coo)tl ) (A-2)

where wy, is the angular frequency at the center of the frequency bin. To determine the
bearing ¢ of the source of interest the appropriate peak B(®) of the phase-only linear
beamformer output,

J J
B(¢)E~l—z Z cos((tz& - ¢g) -k (d ~dg) cos ®P < (A-3)
_|= =1

is found, where k, is the wavenumber. J is the total number of sensor groups in the array,
and d. is the distance from the center of the first sensor group to the center of the jt sensor
group (d=0). ¢ is chosen to be zero for a forward endfire arrival. Then the “steered phase™

6_] = ¢J - kOdj cos b (A‘4)

1s computed. (Note that ¢ = ¢ torall j # ¢ with j, Rel1.J} when a plane wave is received by
a linear, horizontal array.)” The signal plus noise, steered toward ®, is obtained as

fi - Ajel[oj ~(w-wyt] - Fj C"kodj cos ¢t (A5)

It is assumed that the instantaneous amplitude can be written as

Aj = (Aj) + 6Aj . (A-6)

where 6A is the amplitude fluctuation and (AJ> #* (AQ> for j#¢ represents the amphtude
variation nonhomogenuty The term “fluctuation™ denotes the rapid timewise changes
that can be averaged out, leaving the slowly changing mean structure that is referred to as
the “variation” of the physical parameter of interest.

(U) It is interesting to consider briefly the multipath decomposition off For M
multipaths to sensor group j
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oM
Aeti= D ape¥mi (A7)

m=]

where wm' = kod- cos (bm’ is a linear superposition so a linear beamformer treats each
contributing path independently. Then

M
i ~(w-w Nl _ ~i(w~-w,)t ip
L= AL J 0" = Y Lo mj .
fJ AJe € E am;j ¢ , (A-8)

m=1

where ¢, =k d; (cos d,, - cos ®). Define the beamformer output (before averaging and
with welgflts W ) as

hl

J
Z Wi

j:
J
NN

—

G s
||[\/]t_.
R

Foe

_

J
D WiWq AjAg cos (6 - 6)

M""

=1 g=1
M M ] J
- z 2 Z z i 4mj We ang €08 (@py; = dp0)
m=1 n=l =1 ¢=l

Nz
N
N

wj 4mj Wo a1 €08 (b = éme)

m=1 j=1 g=1
M-1 M J J

*e >: Z Z Z Wi anj We apg cos (@i~ dng) (A-9)
m=1 n=m+l j=1 &=]

where thie operator | * | 2 represents the complex product and where the first term in

eq (A-9) represents the same path contributions and gives a linear superposition of the
formed beams. The second term in eq (A-9) represents the cross-path contributions,

and unless the presence of many paths causes this term to average to zero, it will represent
a distortion of the sidelobe structure (which becomes apparent when & is varied from &
through all its values).
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(U) The classical coherence ('y-c;z)2 between sensor groups j and 2 could be synop-
sized by the coherence coefficient

]
——‘,—Z z op? (A-10)

However, (y; Q)- mixes the amplitude A; and phase ¢; of the jt j B sensor group signal plus
noise F; in a manner which is difficult to interpret in terms of the causes of the array
performance degradation. Therefore, the ptase and amplitude are separated by a quadrature
detector and 0J is found via eq (A4) and B((l)) Then the array coherence between the

and 20 serisor groups is defined as

= Re “(t 0 A-11
KO KT XY (1D
_ (AJAQ cos (01 - 02» (A‘l la)
<Aj) (Ap
(AjAQ)
= ——— {cos (0; ~ 0P (A-11b)
(Ap (Agy .
under the Talpey decorrelation assumption (see ref 17)
(A_]AQ CoS (OJ - OQ» = (A}AQ) <COS (OJ - OQ)) ’ (A‘l 2)

where {A. AQ) is an slement of the amplitude Lonulatl%n lga;rlx and <LOS(0 -0¢) is an element
of the phase coherence matrix. Defining Re (A, AQ ¢ 2 as the array coherence would

have allowed the scatter of (A;Ap) (due to(A) #(A )) to confuse the good quality of the
coherence that is usually present. The Talpey decorrelation assumption that was applied in
Eq. (A-11b) is not meant to imply that A; and 8; are statistically independent, but only that
the quantities A;A¢ and cos (6;-09) are at most weakly correlated, so that eq (A-12) is just
a good approximation. The Talpey decorrelation assumption was tested synoptically by the
Talpey coefficient

=)

and found to be generally justified (i.e., Cy is usually near unity).

(AjAQ COS(%—OQ»

(A-13)

TMJ

=j+]

240
CONFIDENTIAL

e . e e L L
IR R BRI s e 5

ey

Gt Gmd G o

T S S

ot

&P

4

~m

“r



e R e T e S N N e e S T e i e B R A RIS N R 7

IR G -

The amplitude correlation matrix [(A:Ag)] is related to the composite amplitude nonhomo-
geneity. The phase coherence matrix [{cos(6;-0 Q))] evinces the relative array distortion due
to wavefront corrugation (i.e., nonplanar arrivals) and/or array deformation. The amplitude
nonhomogeneity that results, through multipath addition, from a linear superposition of
array signal plus noise cannot be decomposed through amplitude correlation techniques and,
therefore, these techniques cannot be used to study their effects on the outputs of linear
beamformers; they can only treat their effects on the outputs of arrays. (This applies to
phase coherence but not to array signal gain; see below.) The compone-nts of the linear
superposition of array signal plus noise are simply acted on individuall:’ by the beamformer
as shown in eq (A-9). Therefore, neither the amplitude correlation matnx { U\ A nor the
normalized amplitude correlation matrix [(A;Ag)/{A:} (Ap)], nor the phase coherence matrix
[{cos(8;-8¢)] can predict the results at the output of a linear beamformer from their
behavior at the output of the array sensor groups alone. Thus, the array signal gain will

" be considered later since it gives the results at the beamformer output.

- (U) To facilitate treatment of the large coherence data base for BEARING STAKE,
i five synoptic measures of performance (1n addition to CT) have been devised. The degree

- of amplitude fluctuation due to correlated amplitude fluctuations can be synopsized by the
normalized standard deviation ZA, which is defined as

O PR LATA Ty L T, iy PRI S

: l CONFIDENTIAL
i}
A
L
; i ' (U) The output E of a standard processor (i.e., the beamformed, squared, and
¥ , time-averaged output) can be written in the useful form (with the Talpey decorrelation
§ assumption):
N R
; E= Z AD + Z z (AjAQ (cos(8;-0g)) . (A-14)
' j=1 =10 =il

&
3
9
i
5

- IpE A/Ka>o . (A-15)
¥ where
% ar ]
8 ~x =1
: a AST z (A (A)) ) (A-15a)
=
_1 2
i ¢ ] 2, (GAY) (A-15b)
; ;" J=1
- [when eq (A-6) is assumed] and
P k]
4 & J
¢ y =-‘—z (A A-16
: ¥ M=T 2 W (A-16)
-] =
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Normalizing by Aa avoids changes in the propagation conditions from biasing the measure .L
3{ Z 5~ The smaller Z 4 is, the smaller the amount of amplitude fluctuation present. The i
i degree of array nonhomogeneity (but not the degree of its sidelobe distorting influence) ;
5 can be synopsized by the nonhomogeneity coefficient C, which is defined as {
% s
3 J
: > lap-A, ‘g
3 _ =1
; Cph = - >0 (A-17)
1 JA, 9
S
]
i” ‘ and equals zero for a homogeneous sound field.
% (U) Itis useful to synopsize an upper bound for the array coherence iR by means }
: of eq (A-11b). First form for any, i.e., [1,J],
,
: 1 — = — —_—
i J = (A1> (AJ> J < (Ap (Aj>
3 =1 =1
; 1
y J g
: L> easa
: £ j -7
~14 j=1 - 4
Ay
5. L weap?
; ] J J -
=1 g Mg
<1+ =1+ J
: An 2
4 Az A;
: e 1
_1+}"A=(2 (A-18) .
via eq (A-6), A(16), (A-15b), and (A-15) as well as I
- J 3
E D GABAY < D> AP (A-19)
=1 =1

A, e 3

Thus, Cy synopsizes the normaiized amplitude matrix [(A A, )/(A XA;)] of the array coher-
3
ence matrix ['yU] Next define the phase coherence cocffncxent C as

e

HI

J J
1
p —2—2 Z {cos(8: ~89))

" e o BT

ey pesinasappm vty BT 4204
AR e P e

AR e ;

(A-20) l
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= B(®) (A-202)

via eq (A-3) and (A-4). Thus, Cp synopsizes the phase coherence matrix [(cos(()i-oj»]
and the array coherence coefficient C,y )

C,y =Cy Cp , (A-21)
synopsizes the array coherence matrix [7ij] in terms of £ 5 and Cp .
A.3 (U) ARRAY SIGNAL GAIN

(U) The array gain, ag, is by definition the ratio of the signal (S2) to noise (N2

power ratio of the array beamformer output to the signal 2) to noise (2 power ratio of a
single element, i.e.,

CSHAND asg
ag=

Dad 1 (422
where
2= (NS (A-22a)
and
asg = (SD/(s2) (A-23)

is the array signal gain, or, in decibel units,

ASG =10 log)q asg. (A-24)

For a weighted (by Wj) array, the asg will be taken to be

J
D W, Wy (AAg cos(6;-60)
_E @l
asg = ] ] (A-25)
w wo) ~ S ad
J z 2] 3 j
= =1
ch . (A-253)
AjAg ~ A,
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From eq (A-25a) it is seen that C_, can be interpreted as the array signal gain for a phase-
only beamformer; see eq (A-3) and (A-20a). Note that the phase incoherence of
(cos(Oj-BQ)) and the amplitude nonhomogeneity reducc the ideal array signal gain of 0 dB
to the actual array signal gain of eq (A-24). When the array amplitude response is ideal
(i.e.. Aj = f-\u for all je[1.J] ). the ideal array signal gain is still directly reduced by the
phase incoherence. When the array has perfect phase coherence, the ideal array signal gain
1s still reduced by the array amplitude nonhomogeneity and amplitude fluctuations. As
expected, when the arrav response is both phase coherent and homogeneous (i.e.,
{A)= /_\a). the ideal array signal gain occurs if the amplitude fluctuations are negligible,
i.e.. Aj- = ‘X‘a' The advantage of eq (A-25) (i.e., incorporating both phase coherence and
amplitude homogeneity into an array signal gain expression) over giving quantities at the
output of just the array (such as phase coherence) is that it gives the performance degrada-
tion for a conventional linear beamformer at its vutput.
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CHAPTER VIII. ACOUSTIC REGIONAL ASSESSMENT (U)
VIIT.1  (U) INTRODUCTION

TR T S

LTy

concise presentations of the results of analysis of environmental and ocean
acoustic measurements obtained during the BEARING STAKE exercise. Chapter I
includes an outline of the exercise. Chapters II through VII contain con-
densed statements of the major environmental and ocean acoustic observations
which are presented in detail in individual, separate reports by the principal
investigators (Fenner and Cronin, 1978; Hamilton and Bachman, 1979; Mitchell
et al., 1979; Pedersen and Yee, 1979; Wagstaff and Aitkenhead, 1979; Neubert,
1978a, b,c,d; and Fabula and Neubert, 1978). This chapter represents a final
stage of condensation and amalgamation of the material.

:

5
4
N
%
g
i
3
*
%
2
]
7
¥
Y
{
{
5

I (U) This report, and this chapter, are stages in a hierarchy of ever more

]: (U) The volume of data acquired during BEARING STAKE is prodigious. For-
tunately, many generalized observations are possible and these are herein

- described. Much detail is obvicusly and necessarily omitted. For a more com-

plete discussion of the results and analysis methods, the interested reader is

referred to other chapters of this report, the references above, and their

. references in turn.

g L VIII.2 (U) GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT

(C) The Indian Ocean, smallest of the three major subdivisions of the
world ocean and bordered on four sides by the continents of Africa, Asia,
Australia, and Antarctica, is primarily a scuthern ocean with over three-
fourths of its 28,000,000 square miles of area located south of the equator
(fig 1). That portion of the Indian Ocean north of the equator extends only
to a north latitude of about 25 degrees and is divided into approximately
equal-area eastern and western segments by the subcontinent of India. The
Northeast Indian Ocean consists of the Bay of Bengal, which receives drainage
from the Ganges River, and the Andaman Sea.

(C) The major portion of the Western Indian Ocean north of the equator,
the region which is the subject of this report, is designated the Arabian Sea.
This sea receives a major drainage input from India via the Indus River. The
Gulf of Oman connects the Persian Gulf with the far northern border of the
Arabian Sea while the Gulf of Aden is the water passage from the western
Eoun$§ry of the Arabian Sea to the Mediterranean Sea ?via the Red Sea and Suez

anal).

o (C) The physiographic features of the floor of the Northwest Indian Ocean
H (fig 2) invite classification into two general categories: moderately large,
; comparatively deep basins with essentially featureless floors; and shallower,
) topographically rugged ridges. The ridges, plus coastal features, buund and
separate the basins. Three major basins are the Oman Basin, in the Gulf of
% Oman; the Arabian Basin (a term used here to dencte the basin which is bounded
: by the four ridges: Carlsberg, Owen, Murray, and Laccadive-Chagos, and which
. contains the Arabian Fan); and the Somali Basin in the Southwest Arabian Sea.
Although the floor of each of these basins is of the Abyssal Plain Province
P type (see chapter III) and each has a very thick unconsolidated sediment and
- sedimentary rock section overlying a basalt basement, closer examination

.o
i L. - .
ru-ww;.;}v«y;u\,.yﬂ(yuwbmﬁlwxvﬁﬂc SRS RAVERREIH, o LG T R R (21 (AR A T 2 B, 367 Sk L S

% 247

CONFIDENTIAL




SRS T

R
[ -

5.
A
sy

ot
. [
i
4

5 " b2 A R DAL % AR TN A A T A I s AR LR 3 s Y T RS A st e S
03 A L L R WA SRV INRLT PA R O ST IS0 SRR RARAAT SR T AP o R RLT e oz A 5 N
e o . eT YT RIS

CONFIDENTIAL

20° 40° 60° 80°

e <‘ s i

100°
T

g

MEDITERRANEAN

40°%§;§~#~A? T | ] T

ASIA

PERSIAN
GULF GULF OF
OMAN
INDUS ~ GANGES

20° -

GULF OF ADEN
ARABIAN SEA

0°
AFRICA

20°

0l
40 INDIAN OCEAN

60° -

ANTARCTICA

1 1 ]

40°

—120°

IR
f
: N

‘1&
o
o

-20°
{AUSTRALIA

'
oard

2

PR

40°

1

M g».; Fod 9,

60°

1
40° 60° 80° 100°
Figure VIII-1. (C) Map of the Indian Ocean. (C)

20°

248

CONFIDENTIAL

1
120° .

I s

W?W’ ;«W‘

PR R v s gt

s
5 0,

Mintedt DA et el D2 T s

s o 4 e UK

f
Yo e

FPYs

wndBie,

£y

=




CONFIDENTIAL

-30°

—20°

70°

60°

50°

PO TR R o)

e gt

G

4000

ARABIAN
A

o
o
_ /.m/\(/
.I\.u-nuo&. Tx \fﬂhn o250

Q\II«\
ll\'l
someotz sy 3000 <24

\nu.xl/.M.otun HA G

——

-

N

F

°
‘Q
™

70°

50°

2. (C) Physiographic features of the Northwest
(C)

FIGURE VIII~
indian Ocean.

249

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIBENTIAL

reveals unique features (chapter I11I). These will be discussed in later
sections dealing with the individual basins.

-
——

- (C) The near equatorial latitudes and input from surrounding water masses

¥ (chapter II) conspire to produce a unique sound speed versus depth profile !
. type in the Northwest Indian Ocean. Figure 3 (repeated, in part, from chapter *
% 11§ presents an overplot of representutive sound speed profiles for each of
2 the BEARING STAKE measurement sites. Generalities are immediately apparent.

& The warm surface waters produce high sound speeds at the ocean surface. Steep

4 gradients of sound speed with depth away from the surface, together with a
i very deep sound channel axis (often on the order of 1800 m in this ocean

% region), conspire to produce a broad sound channel of very "open" aspect.

H Seafloor depths at the BEARING STAKE sites (fig 4), indicated on figure 3,

é together with the profile form, result in significant bottom-limiting (or

B depth deficiency) at all but Site 4. This is typical of the Northwest Indian

z§ Ocean, which at all seasons exhibits significant bottom-1imiting throughout

£ except for the northern portion of the %omali Basin, the location of Site 4,

e wherein small depth excess is present ¢t times.

(C) Also notable from figure 3 is that the profiles from the three north-
ernmost sites (1A/1B, 2, and 3) exhibit smooth sound speed decreases from the
near-surface maximum to the sound channel axis while the profiles from the .
other two sites {4 in the Somali Basin and 5 at the southern end of the ..
Arabian Basin) exhibit distinct subsurface channels in the upper part of the
main sound channel (with sound speed minima at about 400-m depth). The Somali :
Basin profile exhibits more sound speed variability for depths between 400 m N
and about 1000 m.

S A

¥ S SR R S 4 A

VIII.3  (U) BASIN ACOUSTICS

(C) As discussed ~arlier and indicated in figure 4, the BEARING STAKE
measurement sites and source tracks were for the most part in or on the edges
of the three basins identified above in section VIII.2 (Oman, Arabian, and
Scmali). The major acoustic features of these basins, as revealed by the
BEARING STAKE results, will be discussed below on a basin-by-basin basis. 1
Material is drawn from chapters II through VII. t

VIIT.3.1 (C) The Oman Basin

- T - . .
TR RSB TN e PRy (a5 YA (e I ) €N S 4

» “
[n—

(C) As shown in figure 4, the major portion of the Oman Basin is a plain
somewhat exceeding 2 km in depth. The central basin floor is quite flat
(fig 1I-5, 1I-6, and II-9), with an actual bottom depth of 3350 m. This abys- o
sal plain is composed of a 1250-m layer of flat-lying turbidite sediments i
unconsolidated tc a depth in the bottom on the order of 500 to 700 m (with a
transition to sedimentary rock at this depth), underlain by additional sedi- :
mentary rock to the basement basalt at about 3340-m depth into the bottom §
(geoacoustic model 1a in appendix II1-A). Figure & further shows that the -
, floor of the Oman Basin surrounding the central abyssal plain consists of a
’ gentle slope upward to the north and steeper slopes upward to the southeast
: and southwest. The geolojical nature of the sloping regions leading up out of
: the central Oman Basin is described in chapter I1I. Only a connected basin
H south-southwest of the Oman (west of the Owen Ridge) remains deep out to sig-
i nificant horizontal ranges from the central Onan Basin {see bathymetric cross-
' section in fig 11-6).
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Figure VITE<3. (C) Representative sound
speed profites for cach BEARING STARE
stte. (V)

(C) The geoacoustic model (tabulation of sediment layer physical proper-
ties ?ertinent to acoustics of the bottom) for the central Oman Basin, devel-
oped in chapter 111, was presented (as modified by comparison with acoustic
measurenents) in table 1V-3 of chapter V. Bottom loss data for the contral
Oman Basin are also presented in chapter 1V and will be repeated in section
VIII.4 of the present chapter. In this basin, as in all three basing to be
described, the bottom loss is Tow - a rasult of the raturn to the wator, with-
out significant loss, of most of Lhe acoustic onergy which fmpinges on and
penetrates into the seafloor. The strong gradients of sound spewd (speed
increasing with depth into the sediment) produce strong upward refraction and
return the bottom penctrating energy to the wator column along short ray ares
in the bottan. Thase short ray paths together with low absorption in the un-
consolidated sediment (chapter IV) ramove cmly a small portion of the enerqy
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for each interaction of the :dte horne acoustic wave with the seafloor.
Deeper penetration of the r y path: causes increasing bottom loss with in-
creasing bottom grazing angle '~ c¢o a limit described by the Rayleigh reflec-
tion coefficient at steep angles. Bottom loss values in the Oman Basin are
intermediate between those for the lower loss Avabian Basin and those for the
Somal1 Basin (section VIII.4).

(C) In the Northwest Indian Ocean, signal propagation, as expressed by
propagation loss, exhibits two immediately apparent, distinctive character-
istics: 1large variability over relatively short range intervals with no
evidence for the usual convergence zone structure (except for some situations
in the Somali Basin - discussed later) and generally low average propagation
loss values out to long ranges (figure V-1 of chapter V). These are both con-
sequences of the extremely bottom-1imited propagation conditions and low
bottom losses — factors which conspire to retain the acoustic energy in the
propagating wave to long ranges but to redistribute the energy out of the
tightly bound (for shallow sources) and periodically focusing ray bundles of

convergence-zone-producing energy into a large number of mutually interfering
multipaths.

(C) The range-variable but low-average-loss propagation characteristics
described above are characteristic features of tha propagdtion loss data
acquired in the Oman Basin during BEARING STAKE in late January (Site 1A) and
late February (Site 1B) 1977. Such data are suitable for presentation and
comparison in range averaged form and such averaging was done with the propa-
gation data as described in section V.1.2. The two closely spaced, separately
occupied fixed receiver sites were surrounded by source tracks (figs II-3 and
I1-7) to produce a good azimuthal description of propagation loss for the
central Oman Basin. In addition to the bottom array (BMA) data, availability
of results from the second occupation (Site 1B) for the vertically distributed
ACODAC and the horizontal towed OAMS array allows description of receiver
depth dependence of propagation loss and ambient noise, horizontal direction-
ality of ambient noise, and a comparison of phase coherence for a bottomed and
shallow towed array in the Oman Basin.

(C) As discussed in chapter V, except for depths near either the ocean
surface or bottom, the receiver depth dependence of propagaiion Toss in the
central Oman Basin is quite small (withinr an envelope perhaps 2 dB wide).
Receivers near tne surface (within about two acoustic wavelengths) theoreti-
cally would suffer significantly increased l1oss because of surface decoupling
(not demonstrated in the data hecause no receivers were this shallow). At
some frequency- and source-depth-dependent receiver height off the bottom, a
similarly phased interference between multipaths would, theoretically, produce
a "notch," or maximum of propagation loss. Losses in the notch would be 2 or
3 dB higher than the nearly depth-independent propagation losses for shailower
receivers (or indeed for a receiver on the bottomf. Presence of such a notch
was only partially supported by the BEARING STAKE data. Because the height of
Che notch off the bottom would be source-depth-dependent, heights could be
selected to improve signal-to-noise ratios for sources of interest which were
at different depths from the noise sources. The value of this procedure is

somewhat reduced by the frequency dependence of notch height off the bottom
(see chapter V for a discussion).
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(C) Figures V-6A through V-6C illustrate the measured propagation loss for
all source events at the three frequencies of 25, 148, and 290 Hz. These
demonstrate the low losses observed in this basin as long as the source track
is over the abyssal plain and does not pass over a seamount. For example, at
200 km, 50-km averaged propagation loss values range from about 84 to 87 dB at
25 Hz, 85 to 91 dB at 140 Hz, and 82 to 94 dB at 290 Hz. Shortest ranges to
sources exhibiting significant increases in propagation loss were observed for
tracks to the north from BEARING STAKE Sites 1A and 1B. This is probably be-
cause such tracks depart from the abyssal plain and pass aver the surrounding
sloping region at shortest ranges. The oottom loss on these rough siopes is
apparently higher than that on the plain with its thick cover of refracting,
low-1oss, unconsolidated sediment. Best propagation conditions, and thus best
coverage from a propagation loss perspective, for a receiver in the central
Oman Basin are for source tracks northwest from the site (into the Gulf of
Oman toward the passage to the Persian Guif). Propagation loss is only
slightly higher for tracks to the south from the central Oman Basin. For
reference purposes the best (lowest loss) propagation curves for all three
frequencies and both occupations of Site 1 (1A and 1B) are shown in figure 5
(repeated from chapter V) in comparison with the familiar Eleuthera reference
curve.,

(C) Both the low propagation loss and high density of nearby ships (figure
VI-2) contribute tc high ambient noise levels observed in the Oman Basin.
Omnidirectional data measured with the ACODAC at Site 1B, shown in figure
VI-E, indicate that the ambient noise varies only 2 dB for depths from 498 m
to the ocean floor (3350 m), with noise level increasing with depth. This
near indapendence of depth for the noise level is consistent with both the
nearby location of sources (chapter VI) and the lack of depth dependence of
the propagation loss (chapter V). The low frequency horizontal directional
ambient noise exhibits an 8-to-10 dB anisotropy with maximum noise arriving
from the East and West {see fig VI-7 and VI-8).

(C) In Chapter VII, data in figures VII-7 through VII-10 show that both
phase coherence and array signal gain exhibit large fluctuaticn for both the
OAMS (towed at 198 m) array and the BMA (bottom) array in the Oman Basin. The
fluctuation of these parameters, for these two arrays, was similar at short
ranges and remained about the same for the BMA at all ranges. However, the
array towed at 198 m experienced significantly increased variations in both
phase coherence and array signal gain for source to receiver ranges beyond
about 200 km, These data are for the 1BP1 source event, and, for this track,
the sources were passing over a sloping bottom region for source-to-0AMS-
receiver ranges beyond 200 km {see the bathymetric profile in fig 1I-9). It
is believed that the increased fluctuation of these parameters is due to the
movement of the sources off the abyssal plain and over the bordering slope.
Note that this reduction in potential array performance occurred only for the
towed array and not for the bottom array.

VIII.3.2 (C) The Arabian Basin

(C) As shown in figure 4, the Arabian Basin is the largest basin in the
Northwest Indian Ocean, is bounded by the Indian subcontinent and by ridges
(Carlsberg to the south, Owen to the west, Murray to the north, and Laccadive-
Chagos to the east), and is floored by the approximately fiat but tilted
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Figure VIII-5. (C) Comparison of the lowest propagation loss
events at Sites 1A and 1B with the Eleuthera reference. (U)

(i.e., not horizontal) Arabjan Fan. The Arabian Fan is mostly mineral detri-
tus from the Indus River outflow. This sediment material has covered the
originally rough basaltic basin floor to great thickness (over 9 km in the
northern end of the basin, thinning to 400 to 500 m in the south before
pinching out against the Carlsberg Ridge). The top of the sediment (i.e., the
basin Tloor) slopes downward to the south and southwest (fig 4). A sharp es-
carpment marks the boundary on the eastern edge of the basin between the
shallower Owen Ridge and the Arabian Fan. No such sharp boundary marks the
southern edge of the Fan, but rather the very rough basaltic flanks of the
Carlsberg Ridge, which become increasingly deeper with distance north away
from the ridge crest, have been covered with the sediment fill of the fan.
Isolated peaks of the ridge material protrude through the surrounding uncon-
solidated sediment in a band along the southern edge of the fan.

(C) The geoacoustic model for the Central Arabian Fan, developed in chap-
ter III, is presented (as modified by comparison with acoustic meacurements)
in table IV-5, Bottom loss data for the central Oman Basin are also presented
in chapter IV and will be repeated in section VIII.4 of the present chapter.
Bottom loss was low in all three basins to be described, but it was lowest
(least loss) in the Arabian Basin. Analysis of propagation loss data for the
Arabian Fan indicated that two bottom loss versus bottom grazing angle curves
should be used for this basin (see section V.4) — one curve (representing the
lowest bottom losses observed in the Northwestern Indian Ocean) for the
southern end of the fan and another (next to lowest loss) in the northern part
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of the fan (see section VIII.4). These low losses are again attributed to
strong upward refraction and low absorption in the unconsolidated sediment of
the basin floor.

(C) Three BEARING STAKE receiver sites (receivers 2, 3, and 5) were
located so that at least some of the source tracks from the site crossed over
the Arabian Fan (fig 4). Propagation data from these sites indicate that this
severely bottom-limited but low-loss environment provides many multipath
contributions to the signal field. This produces a received level (or propa-
gation loss) which is generally low but varies rapidly over short range in-
tervals with no evidence of convergence zones (for discussion see VIII.3.1 and
fig V-1, chapter V). The data were averaged over range bins, as described in
section ¥.1,2, to facilitate comparisons.

(C) Receiver depth dependence of propagation loss over the Arabian Fan is
difficult to ascertain from the BEARING STAKZ data. The ACODAC failed at Site
3, leaving only the flat-l1ying BMA on the ocean floor, and the propagation to
receivers at Sites 2 and 5 was complicated by local bathymetry. Because of
many similarities between the Oman and Arabian Basins, it is probably safe to
assume that, in the absence of bathymetric effects, the propagation loss, at
low frequencies, acrdss the Arabian Fan is independent of receiver depth as
long as the receiver is deeper than the surface decoupling depth and is above
the near-bottom complexities (e.g., the propagation loss "notch" described in
section VITI.3,1). In general, for signals traversing the Arabian Fan, propa-
gation loss is low (figs V-14, V-15, V-16A,B,C, and V-25).

(C) Although data are not available for determining the ambient noise
depth dependence, similarity of the propagation conditions indicates the
probability of very little depth dependence over the Arabian Fan (as was
observed in the Oman Basin, where only about 2-dB difference was observed
between near-bottom receivers and a receiver at 498 m depth). Figure 6 com-
pares the median noise levels observed by the deepest BMA hydrophone at Sites
2, 3, and 5. The levels at 50 Hz and below are all at least 5 dB lower than
were the levels in the Gulf of Oman. The levels for Sites 2 and 5 are lower
than Site 3 levels for all frequencies shown. This is probably because of the
increased propagation loss (described in chapter V) experienced by receivers
mounted on the Owen Ridge (Site 2) or on one of the prominent features in the
southern end of the Arabian Fan (e.g., the conical hill at Site 5). Wind
speeds at Site 3 were clearly higher than at either Site 2 or 5 (fig 11-11,
11-21, and I1-25), but not sufficiently higher to account for the difference
in noise levels between Sites 3 and 2 for the higher frequencies (in any
event, Site 5 noise is also higher than Site 2). The deepest hydrophone at
Site 2 is essentially shielded from high-frequency sources west of the site,
which may partially explain the very low noise levels at high frequencies.

(C) The phase coherence and array signal gain for arrays towed over or
mounted on the Arabian Fan fluctuate rapidly with range but are high, on the
average, for low frequencies as long as the signals only reflect from the
unconsol idated sediment fill of the the fan (25-Hz data are shown in fig
Vii-1, vir-2, vii-5, vir-6, vii-17, vir-18, vii-21i, vii-22). However, when
the signals traverse rough bathymetric features, as was the case for all
measurements with the OAMS array at Site 2, the Tow-frequency coherence and
array signal gain are reduced (fig VII-19 and VII-20)., This result is con-
sistent with the observations in the Oman Basin. Phase coherence and array
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signal gain are also somewhat lower and more variable for a receiver towed at
300 m (VII-21 and V-22) than for a shatlower or a bottom array. This is also
consistent with observations from the Oman Basin and is probably related to
the variability of sound speed at the greater depth. Finally, another result
consistent with other observations shows a rapid degradation of phase coher-
ence and array signal gain with increasing frequency (290-Hz data were shown
in fig VII-3 and VII-4).

VIII.3.3 (C) The Somali Basin

(C) As shown in figure 4, the Somali Basin is the deepest basin in the
Northwest Indian Ocean. The basin is bounded on the north by ridges essen-
tially connecting the African continent to Socotra Island to the Carlsberg
Ridge (fig 2). On the west and northwest the basin is bounded by the African
continent and on the east by the Chain Ridge. The floor of the Somali Basin
is a very flat abyssal plain with a top layer of turbidites almost 1600 m
thick. Chain Ridge on the east side of the basin is a continuous basaltic
ridge with a series of sumit peaks. The base of the ridge is defined by the
5000-m depth contour.

(C) The geoacoustic model for the floor of the Somali Basin, developed in
chapter 111, is presented (as modified by comparison with acoustic measure-
ments) in table IV-4. Bottom loss data for the central Somali Basin are also
presented in chapter IV and will be repeated in section VIII.4 of the present
chapter. Somalij Basin bottom loss was highest of the bottom loss values ob-
tained during BEARING STAKE in the three basins (Somali, Oman, Arabian).

(C) The Somali Basin is the only region of the Northwest Indian (cean
which is not severely bottom limited (see fig 2). The depth excess in this
basin is not large. During BEARING STAKE, depth excess ranged from 0 to 121 m
below the critical depth, while it was between 30 and 147 m for the 18-m
source depth and between 197 and 276 m for the 91-m source depth (table V-9).
An interesting feature of the signal propagation in this basin (during BEARING
STAKE) 1is the presence of convergence zone peaks at 290 Hz of 10-20-dB lower
loss than the bottom bounce signals but the total absence of such peaks for 25
Hz.

(C) As discussed in chapter VI, very little depth dependence of median
omnidirectional ambient noise was observed during BEARING STAKE. Indeed, for
frequencies below 40 Hz, the level changed only about 1 dB from the sound
channel axis depth to the floor of the basin (see fig VI-6). For a location
in the northeastern end of the basin near the Chain Ridge, horizontal direc-
tional ambient noise at about 300-m depth and at low frequency (25 and 40 Hz)
clearly shows a bias along the axis of the Somali Basin, with highest noise
observed from azimuths to the southwest and to the north. Noise levels from
these directions, during BEARING STAKE, were as much as 10 dB higher than
Tevels from the northwest or southeast (fig VI-7, VI-8).

{C) The phase coherence and array signal gain fluctuate significantly with
range in this basin (fig VII-11 through VII-16) but do not fluctuate as much
as for the two bottom-limited basins. Coherence and array gain are reduced
and their variability is increased when sources pass over the irregularly
sloping bottom regions which surround the basin. For arrays towed at depths
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on the order of 200 m (which is above most of the sound speed profile complex-

ity), phase coherence is higher and less variable than for arrays at depths on
the order of 300 m.

VIII.4  (U) REGIONAL ACOUSTICS

(C) The acoustic conditions in the Northwest Indian Ocean are dominated by
the nature of the ocean floor. This is true in part because the sound speed
profiles for this near-equatorial region exhibit large values for sound speed
at the ocean surface (fig 3). Such large sound speeds result in significant
bottom 1imiting of the deep sound channel. This ocean region consists of a
series of basins which are divided and bounded by ridges and coastal bathy-
metric complexity (fig 2 and 4). Some of the thickest kncwn unconsolidated
sediment sections form the floor of these basins. Strong increases of sound
speed with depth in these sediments produce strong upward refraction of sound
energy which penetrates into the bottom from the overlying water. Because of
low absorption in the sediments, this upward refracted energy returns to the
water column with very little loss (this "bottom loss" does increase with
increasing grazing angle on the bottom because of deeper penetration of the
impinging energy into the bottom — see chapter IV). The absorption in the
sediment filling the floor of the basins increases with frequency; thus, less
energy is returned from the bottom and bottom loss increases with frequency.
Sediment losses are also different for the different basins; thus, bottom loss
values vary among the basins. Lowest bottom losses occur in the southern end
of the Arabian Basin (Arabian Fan or Indus Fan) and next lowest occur in the
northern end of this same basin. Somewhat higher (but still low) bottom
losses are observed in the Oman Basin, with still higher losses in the Somali
Basin. Although not directly measured during BEARING STAKE, bottom losses for
many of the coastal regions have been inferred to be even higher than those
for the floor of the Somali Basin, and bottom losses for many of the bathy-
metrically rugged ridges have been inferred to be the highest in the Northwest
Indian Ocean. Bottom loss values appropriate for model predictions in this
region are shown an tab%es 1 through 6 and the distribution of the loss
provinces (on a 1° by 1° square basis) is shown in figure 7.

(C) The low bottom losses exhibited by the seafloor in the shallower
basins of this region (Oman and Arabian) moderate the energy loss resulting
from the severe bottom limiting of the sound channel. Indeed, most of the
energy which would be refracting at great depth to form convergence zones in a
non-bottom-1imited region is retained in the propagating field in these
basins. It is, however, spatially redistributed and "homogenized" to some
extent. Strong convergence zones do not occur, but neither do shadow zones.
Far low-frequency propagation over these basins, many multipaths with signifi-
cant energy content contribute to a received signal field for all source-
to-receiver ranges. This results in a unique propagation loss versus range
profile: the average loss is quite low, but levels fluctuate rapidly, with
deep fades in the received signal field occurring on the order of three times
more often than in either the Pacific or Atlantic. These features have sig-
nificant impact on the phase coherence and signal gain of arrays.

(C) A peculiarity of the Somali Basin results from its small depth excess.
At frequencies on the order of 290 Hz, convergence zones of 10-20-dB less loss
than interzone (bottom bounce) levels are formed by energy propagating across
the flat basin floor from a shallow source. These convergence zones were not
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IN FIG VIII-7. (U)
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TABLE VIII-2, (C) SITE 1B BOTTOM LOSS CALCULATIONS — REGIONS NUMBERED "2"
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IN FIG VIII-7. (U)
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TABLE VIII-4, (C) SITE 4 BOTTOM LOSS CALCULATIONS — REGIONS NUMBERED "4"
IN FIG VIII-7. (U)
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TABLE 5. (C) ESTIMATES OF BOTTOM LOSS FOR REGICNS NUMBERED "5" -
IN FIG VIII-7. (U) ,i
Estimates should be linearly interpolated in angle. g
N

Loss

(dB) ‘j

Frequency ~ 0° 100« 3% »s0° .
(Hz) "3

25 0.0 2.5 3.0 5.0 15.0 3

50 0.0 5.0 5.5 8.0 15.0 1

100 0.0 6.0 8.0 9.0  15.0 4
200 0.0 6.0 10.0  12.0  15.0 -
400 6.0 8.0  10.0 15.0 15.0 R

TABLE 6. (C) ESTIMATES OF BOTTOM LOSS FOR REGIONS NUMBERED "6"
IN FIG VIII-7. (V) .

Estimates should be linearly interpolated in angle.

Loss
(dB) “§
Frequency  0° 10 20  30°  »507 -
(Hz) -
g
25 0.0 3.0 5.0 8,6  15.0 -
50 0.0 6.0 9,0 10,0 15.0 o
100 0.0 8.0 9,0 10.0  15.0 R
200 0.0 8.0 9.0 10.0  15.0 .
400 0.0 9.0 11.0 11.0 15.0 ~§
i
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formed at 25 Hz during BEARING STAKE and were weaker at 140 Hz. Cooler sur-

L face waters would result in more depth excess and probable increase of conver-
. gence zone strength (perhaps even forming zones at 25 Hz) while warmer surface
| vaters would reduce or eliminate the depth excess and reduce the convergence

4 b zone strength. Thus, decails of the form of propagation loss versus range in
o the Somali Basin are strongly dependent on the sound speed profile (thus time
3 1 of year), acoustic frequency, and source depth.
.S

4 § (C) The low propagation losses for signals propagating across the basins

of the Northwest Indian Ocean are illustrated by the range averaged data,
plotted in figures 8, 9, and 10, These are the best (lowest loss) events
observed at the five sites of BEARING STAKE. For reference purposes, the
Eleuthera reference curve is also plotted in the three figures. To illustrate
the total variation of range dependence of propugation loss in this ocean
region, propagation loss observations for worst ?highest loss) events at the
BEARING STAKE sites are plotted in Figs. 11, 12 and 13. Higher losses were
observed for sources mounted on: ridges (specifically Chain Ridge) or on one of
the features protruding up through the sediment in the southern Arabian Fan.
This is probably because of higher bottom loss for these features {i.e., the

: Tow bottom loss is only clearly exhibited by the unconsol idated sediment

- floors of the basins). Higher losses were also observed (except at 25 Hz) for
i signals propagating across some of the topographically rugged features (sea-

B mounts and ridges). Receiver depth dependence of propagation loss appears to
be Tow in the Onan and Arabian Basins with two exceptions (neither of which
was strongly verified by BEARING STAKE data): surface decoupling would sig-
nificantly increase loss for receivers near the ocean surface and coherent
interaction of multipaths would vary the loss (Ly 2 or 3 dB from the water
column average) observed by receivers near the bottom. This near-bottom
propagation Toss maximum (or "notch") could be uses +o gain signal-to-noise v
ratio advantage for near-bottom receivers because its height off the bottom is
‘ source depth dependent (for sources below the surface decoupling depth).

i g Thus, for sources of depth greater than the surface decoupling depth, the

' 8 propagation loss notch would occur at a different depth from the notch asso-

8§ ciated with shallower depth noise sources. (See chapter V for a further dis- -
_: cussion.) It should be noted that this is at present a hypothesized effect, [

TSt VA e NS NI £ e
st

T, NG e
.
—t

=1

: only partially supported by data, which should be examined further with addi-
S : tional measurements.

Eteem

(C) As observed during BEARING STAKE, omnidirectional ambient noise at b
frequencies between 10 and 400 Hz is virtually independent of depth in the
Oman and Somali Basins. Total noise level variation from shallow or midwater T
depth to bottom receivers is on the order of 2 dB (fig VI-6 and VI-6). Simi- 4
larity of conditions in the Oman and Arabian Basins indicates a probable
similar order of magnitude for noise depth dependence in the Arabian Basin. o
Noise levels observed by the deepest hydrophcne of the BMA at each of the five
BEARING STAKE sites are shown in figure 14, Highest noise levels at low fre-
quencies clearly were observed at Site 1 in the Oman Basin. It is conjectured

OET K7 Aameraal s 8

7§ T ¢ TR G PRERGA T

R R S TR R

VRIR

=5 that this is a result of the very high density of surface shipping in the Oman i
% H Basin (fig VI-2). Noise directionality in these basins (fig VI-7 and VI-8) '

= B exhibits anisotropy consistent with the shipping patterns, and anisotropy of

A about 10 dB for 25 to 40 Hz occurs for the Oman Basin with more noise arriving k
%ﬂ B at the center of the Basin from the east and west than from the north and

§1 j% south. In the northern Somali Basin, noise at these frequencies is on the

%ﬁ : order of 6 dB higher from the southwest and north than from other directions.
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Figure VIII-8. (C) Comparisons of the lowest-propagation-loss events
for each of the BEARING STAKE sites: 25 Hz. (C)
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Figure VIII-9. (C) Comparisons cf the lowest-propagation-loss events
for each of the BEARING STAKE sites: 140 Hz. (C)
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Figure VIII-12. (C) Propagation loss data for
worst case (highest loss) at each BEARING STAKE
site except Site 2, for which all data are shown:
140 Hz. (C)
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sites obtained from the deepest hydrophone of the bottom-mounted array. (U)

Also, for these same frequencies in the northern Arabian Basin, higher noise
levels, by about 6 to 10 dB, occur for northwest and southeast directions than
for other directions. Noise levels at these frequencies in the central to
southeastern Arabian Basin (Sites 2L and SL, fig VI-7 and VI-8) are lower than
at the other sites and the noise field is more nearly isotropic.
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% % CHAPTER IX. CONCLUSIONS (U)

¥ ¥ IX.1 (Ul GENERAL

L ' (C) Although the primary intention of this report has been a discussion of
T the low frequency ocean acoustic nature of the Northwest Indian Ocean based on
G results of the BEARING STAKE exercise, as pointed out in earlier chapters such
g 1 ' a discussion cannot be totally separated from discussion of the measurement

o f and data analysis programs or from theoretical studies performed during the

g ; analysis. Thus, this conclusions section, which is not another stage of sum-
P I marization of the acoustic results (this is contained in the SUMMARY section
§ 2 at the front of the report), will contain remarks about the exercise and

: T analysis in addition to those about the regional acoustics.

1‘ ' IX.2 (U) REGIONAL ACOUSTICS

§ (C) Throughout the Northwestern Indian Ocean, low frequency propagation

S 'l and noise are dominated by bottom interaction effects. This is not surprising
& ' and indeed was foreseen prior to the BEARING STAKE exercise. Thus, great em-
2 phasis was placed on measurement and interpretation of bottom interaction

: - during BEARING STAKE, and the best available procedures were used . As a re-
f g; sult, it is known that the low avera~- propagation loss and high ambient noise
9 over the sediment filled basins are , “imarily caused by generally low bottom

i - losses in the basins. These low bottom losses are caused in turn by low

L i absorption in the unconsolidated sediment floor of the basins (thus, refrac-
'§ 4 tive return to the water column of most bottom-penetrating acoustic energy).

5 i Bottom losses are so low over the basins that a propagation loss disadvantage
i i results from placement of receiver sites on ridges or rugged topographic Lighs
H i, (hills) at the edges of the basins. Apparently, this is because energy propa-
¥ gating to receivers mounted on these ridges or hills suffers significantly

3 i increased loss upon reflection from the higher-loss flanks of the ridge or

H 13 hill.

i ] (C) The virtual independence of transmission loss with depth (for re-

: ; ceivers removed from either the surface or bottom by more than a few acoustic
‘e L wavelengths) is clearly relatad to the low bottom loss up to high grazing

-§ angles on the bottom. That is, many multipaths, containing most of the energy
9 i from a source, contribute to the received signal at any depth in the water

& . column. This richness of high-energy multipaths contributes to high received
<. levels (low propagation losses) but also results in a high rate of variability
3 . (fluctuation) of level with range. Near depth independence of omnidirectional
g j ambient noise is closely related to the depth independence of propagation loss
- : and to high shipping densities.

E3

,g ‘ (C) The anisotropy of the low-frequency horizontal directional noise

5 : field in this area correlates well with the distribution of surface ships and
,g should be predictable with high confidence when surface ship distribution is

5 accurately known. The confidence is somewhat reduced when significant com-

§ i ponents of the noise field must traverse the lower confidence bottom type 5 or
B 6 regions.
3 (C) Generally high but range-variable (fluctuating) phase coherence for
g low-frequency signals propagating over the basins indicates that the interac-
'§ tion of signal energy with the unconsolidated sediment floor in the basins
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preserves the signal coherence of the individual multipaths. This further
supports the emerging picture of bottom interaction in the basins as primarily
a refraction phenomenon within the basin floor sediments. Reduction of coher-
ence when the signals reflect from slopes or other topographic features in or
around the basins also supports this concept of basin bottom interaction and
indicates a transition to more of a scattering phenomenon for bottom interac-

tion outside the basins.
IX.3 (U) BEARING STAKE EXERCISE

(C) This exercise sampled a significant portion of the third largest of
the worlds's oceans. The region studied represents one of the largest bottom-
1imited ocean regions. It was recognized prior to the exercise that bottom
interaction would dominate the underwater acoustics in the area and that
entirely new types of behavior of the acoustic fied could emerge as compared
to the two other heavily sampled, largely non-bottom-limited oceans (Atlantic
and Pacific). This foresight, which caused a significant awount of plarning
effort for bottom interaction measurement and which devoted much of the
measurement time and resources to acquiring data allowing proper interpreta-
tion of bottom interaction, has proven to be the key to understanding the
regional acoustics as shown by the BEARING STAKE acoustic data. Significant
interaction between the acoustic measurements and the geoacoustic model has
allowed not only a high-confidence interpretation of the battom interaction
phenomenon but also high~-confidence extrapolation of this phenomenon outside
the bounds of the actual measurements. A cohesive picture of the signal
propagation and coherence and of the ambient noise field can be drawn — even
though several new phenomena (not previously observed in data sets from other
oceans) occur.,

IX.4 (U) IMPLICATIONS

(C) High received signal levels and high signal coherence should allow
low-frequency surveillance of significant portions of the Northwest Indian
Ocean from a few sites (either fixed or mobile). These positive aspects of
the signal propagation are partially weakened by the also high ambient noise
levels. Placement of sites away from concentrations of ships and taking ad-
vantage of the noise field horizontal anisotropy should reduce the negative
impact of the noise field., Actual estimates of system performance for various
regional scenarios are being made by a separate system performance assessment
which is also based on the BEARING STAKE results and is utilizing inputs and
model evaluations from the acoustic assessment. These will be reported

separately.

(C) The acoustic assessment results suggest certain system placements
which should perhaps be avoided (these would of course require further veri-
fication from actual system performance estimates). The high signal losses
(and potentially reduced coherence) for receivers not over the unconsolidated
sediment of the basin floor indicate that receivers would probably perform
better (in terms of basin surveillance) if placed on or over the flat floors
of the basins rather than on surrounding ridges or localized topographic
highs. Towed arrays would experience less fluctuation of coherence if
operated at depths outside those exhibiting significant sound speed fluctua-
tion (shallower than 300 m or deeper than 1000 m).
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(C) Designers of systems placed near the bottom on the basins should
consider several unique aspects of the regional acoustics. First, the near-
bottom signal and noise fields exhibit depth-dependent features, including
localized notches (or minima of levels), which result from coherent inter-
action of bottom-reflected and non-bottom-reflected (upgoing and downgoing)
multipaths near this bottom interface. Whether or not optimization of system
performance is attempted by taking advantage of these notches (as suggested
elsewhere), accurate estimation of system performance will require including
the phenomena in the acoustic field estimates. Furthermore, penetration of
most of the bottom interacting energy into the bottom with subsequent refrac-
tive return to the water column will produce a different spatial distribution
of the near-bottom energy fields from that predicted by theoretical techniques
treating the bottom interaction as a reflection occurring at the water-
sediment interface. Specifically, vertical arrival structure of the signal
and noise fields near the seafloor will be controlled by bottom penetration of
the energy and will require treatment of the water and sediment system as
coupled propagation domains for accurate prediction.

IX.5 (U) LIMITATIONS

g

g e

P

(C) Bottom loss, which was very well defined for the sediment filled
basins, can only be inferred for the ridges and coastal areas. Thus, predic-
tions of transmission loss over BEARING STAKE types 5 and 6 bottom loss
regions should be used with greater caution than those over bottom types 1

through 4.

(C) The near-bottom notch (maximum) of propagation loss on the basin
floors is primarily a theoretical result and is only partially supported by
BEARING STAKE data. Because of the potential signal-to-noise ratio gain, such
a phenomenon could be important in the design of near-bottom syst-ms and
should be further tested. Note that the height of the notch off t.e bottom is
both frequency and source depth dependent. Also, the ambient noise notch is
predicted only for distant sources and may be absent for nearby noise sources.
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GLOSSARY (U)

the large central basin in the Arabian Sea containing
the Arabian Fan and hounded by the subcontinent of
India and the following ridges: Murray, Owen,
Carlsberg, and Laccadive-Chagos.

synonymous (in this report) with Arabian Fan.

deep sea fan, in the Arabian Sea, formed by detrital
material from the Indus River.

ASEPS TRAnsmission Loss Model, a high speed transmis-
sion model.

Bottom Mounted Array, described on page 14.

rugged, mostly bare basalt ridge at the southern edge
of the Arabian Sea.

continuous basalt ridge with peaks; forms the eastern
boundary of the northern Somali Basin.

Continuous Wave.

Australian ship which operated the LATA array and
collected oceanograpnic data.

Deep Sound Channel.

term used in Chapter V when referring to CW source
tows or aircraft or ship explosive source deployments.

synonymous (in this report) with Arabian Basin.

synonymous (in the report) with Arabian Fan or Arabian
Cone.

U.S. Naval ship which towed CW sources, deployed
explosive sources (SUS), and collected environmental
data.

Long Acoustic Towed Array, described on page 15.

U.S. naval ship which Taunched and retrieved the VAC
systems and oparated the 0AMS array.

U.S. naval ship which was responsible for all BMA
operations.

gasaltic ridge separating the Oman Basin and Arabian
asin.
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(U) NAVOCEANO Naval Oceanographic Office.
: (U) NORDA Naval Ocean Research and Development Activity.
% - (U) NOSC Naval Ocean Systems Center.
.% ‘ (U) OAMS Ocean Acoustic Measurement System - towed array

described on page 15.

(C) Oman Basin small ocean basin on the northern edge of the Arabian
Sea. Connects with the Persian Gulf.

(C) Owen Ridge sediment and rock ridge on the western edge of the
Arabian Basin. Bounds the western edge of the Arabian
Fan with a steep fault scarp.

(U) Somali Basin deep ocean basin off the coast of Somalia in the
Northwest Indian Ocean.

(U) sus Signal, Underwater Sound, an explosive source with a
preset pressure (depth) act1vated fuse.

(U) sv/sTD Sound Velocity/Salinity-Temperature Depth measuring
instrument or data obtained with such an instrument.

(U) VAC Vertical ACODAC, vertical array of hydrophones with

self-contained power and data recording capability.
Used tc obtain data for bottom interaction analysis.

(U) WECO (or WECo) Western Electric Company.
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(U) WHOI Woods Hole QOceanographic Institution.
() WILKES U.S. naval ship that collected environmental data (see
5 page 16).
§ (Y) WRE Weapons Research Establishment, Australia.
(U) XBT Expendable Bathythermograph.
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