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to this trend was the scarcity of radar-significant targets authorized for
117

strike.

(S) The scarcity of radar-significant targets was but one of the
problems faced by targeteers. The desire to avoid stereotyping the mis-
sions required that approach routes and run-in headings be varied as much
as possible. The nature of the terrain in NVN and the relatively confined
space into which the targets were packed made it difficult to meet this
r'equirement.”8 Of even more serious concern was the lack of a reliable
combat CEP for the F-111. The initial employment against low-threat targets
did not provide an adequate basis for assessment. Furtﬁéf, fﬁghvery nature
of the tactics employed--night, low-level, high-speed, radar delivery--
precluded accurate damage assessment by the crew. Neither was post-strike
photography very helpful: of 203 strikes flown through 22 October, post
strike photography was Timited to 85 by cloud cover. Of the 85, only 23
could be correlated with F-111 strikes. Using this as a basis, a CEP
of 656 feet was obtained, but the limited sample size made the results
suspec’c.”9 The target selection process had to take this lack of reliable
CEP into consideration, and choose run-in headings which would minimize
the possibility of collateral damage to non-military areas.

(S) Between 23 October and 18 December the F-111 did not operate
in its designed role. Its activities were largely limited to bombing
from medium altitudes, and there was little opportunity to take advan-

tage of its unique design characteristics. Nonetheless, its subsequent

performance during the LINEBACKER II operations demonstrated that it was

64

SECRET




SECRET

capable of doing what it was designed to do. It proved to be an effective
tactical aircraft in the multiple-threat environment of NVN. During the
early stages of LINEBACKER II it was targeted against airfields in.ah
attempt to minimize the MIG threat. It was observed that there were far
fewer MIG reactions than during previous LINEBACKER operations.* During
the latter stages of LINEBACKER II, the F-111 force worked in concert with
B-52s, striking SAM sites in advance of B-52 operations to reduce the SAM
threat. Subsequently, the F-111 performed with great effectivenesé in
Laos using the beacon bdmbing technique. In these varied roles, the F-]]]
demonstrated its ability to penetrate the enemy defenses at low altitude

120
and conduct strikes against targets in heavily defended areas,**

*(S) While this decrease of MIG reactions might be attributable in part

to the F-111 strikes, the timing of LINEBACKER II operations (most of which
were conducted at night) was also a significant factor in the reduced level
of MIG reactions.

**(S) A1l F-111 operations in SEA, particularly LINEBACKER II, pointed up
a deficiency in an effective high speed, low altitude deliverable, area
coverage munitions. A Combat ROC was submitted through PACAF and validated
by Air Staff to produce and certify such a munition. This development will
greatly enhance the F-111 strike capability at TFR altitudes ‘against such
targets as airfields, SAM sites, etc.
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AAA
ABCCC
ACIC
ADVON
AF
AFB
AGE
AGL
AOB
ATTG

BDA

CEP

Combat ROC
CONUS

DMAAC
DME

ECM
ETA

FAC
FAG

GCI
GOT

HF
IFR
KTAS
LARA
LOC
LORAN
MAC

MEA
MOAP
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Anti-aircraft Artillery

Airborne Battlefield Command and Control Center

Aeronautical Chart and Information Center
Advanced Echelon

Air Force

Air Force Base

Aerospace Ground Equipment

Above Ground Level-

Air Order of Battle

Automated Tactical Target Graphics

Bomb Damage Assessment

Circular Error Probable

Required Operational Capabilities statement
Continental United States

Defense Mapping Agency Aerospace Center
Distance Measuring Equipment

Electronic Counter-Measure(s)
Estimated Time of Arrival

Forward Air Controller
Forward Air Guide

Ground-Controlled Intercept
Gulf of Tonkin

High Frequency

Instrument Flight Rules

Knots True Air Speed

Low Altitude Radar Altimeter
Lines of Communication

Long Range Airborne Navigation
Military Airlift Command

Minimum Enroute Altitude
Multiple Offset Aim Point
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PACAF
PAD
PME
PMEL

RHAW
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RTAFB
RTG
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SAR
SCP
SEA

TAC
TAC AIR
TACC
TACAN
TCTO
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TFCU
TFR
TFS
TFW
TOT

WSO
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Nautical Miles
North Vietnam(ese)
Not Operationally Ready, Supply

Offset Aim Point
Operational Test and Evaluation

Pacific Air Force(s)

Programmed Action Directive

Precision Measuring Equipment

Precision Measuring Equipment Laboratory

Radar Homing and Warning

Reconnaissance Intelligence Technical Squadron
Route Package

Royal Thai Air Force Base

Reconnaissance Tactical Group

Surface-to-Air Missile
Search and Rescue

Set Clearance Plane
Southeast Asia

Tactical Air Command

Tactical Air

Tactical Air Control Center
Tactical Air Navigation

Time Compliance Technical Order
Terrain Following

Transportable Field Calibration Unit
Terrain Following Radar
Tactical Fighter Squadron
Tactical Fighter Wing

Time Over Target

Weapons System Officer
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