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ABSTRACT

STRIKE OPERATIONS: CONTINGENCY OPERATIONS WITH LIGHT-HEAVY-SPECIAL
OPERATIONS FORCES, by Major Michael T. McCarthy, USA, 709 pages.

This study seeks to identify the doctrine, tactics and techniques
unique to employment of light, heavy, and special operations forces as a
mixed force. The doctrine, tactics and techniques are applied to a likely
contingency scenario of a "Strike Operation” to provide a base model for
future employment of mixed forces.

The review of literature demonstrates a critical void in doctrine,
tactics, and techniques for employment of light and heavy forces as well
as conventional and sperial operations forces. Existing literature does
not address the most likely method of force employment the United States
Aray will use to fight with.

This thesis identifies unique aspects of each battlefield operating
gsystes for each componant element of the force mixture. Also included are
planning considerations to overcome the lack of doctrine, tacticas and
techniques necessary for addressing those aspects.

This thesis also contains a model for conducting a "Strike Operation"
with light, heavy, and SOF forces. The model is based on actual training
exercises and contingency operations conducted by light, heavy, and SOF
elements.

This study concludes that light, heavy and apecial operations forces
are a viable and lethal option for the conduct of contingency "Strike
Operations” throughout the continuum of conflict.
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During the past decade the United States Army conducted a major
recrganization of itscanbatfmtometﬂued)allmofﬂmefuuzre.
As the focus of the Army evolved, less emphasis was placed on preparation
for canbat operations inam:opean, high intensity conflict. Army
leadership recognized the most likely conflict that United States military
forces would be comitted to would be regional contingency operations.

As Army leadership analyzed the farce structure existing in 1978 it
became adbvious that a need existed for a strategically deployable force to

caduct cambat operations in low to mid intensity levels. To meet the
need for such a force the Army selected one active duty infantry division
(7ID), and one Naticnal Guard Infantry (29ID) division for reorganization
as "Light Infantry® divisions. The Army also reactivated two additional
divisions (6ID and 10ID[Mountain)) with a combination of active and
reserve camponernt elements.

The light infantry divisions were arganized with thirty percent fewer
soldiers than conventional infantry divisions. A ceiling of 10,500
persannel was established by the Army Chief of Staff. The light division
would be very austere in terms of wehicles, equiﬁment, amd
sustainability. The goal being a strategically mobile force capable of
projecting a camplete combat infantry division using 500 aircraft sorties.

1-1
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As the concept far employment of light infantry forces matic-=x. £o did
their capabilities. Originally designed for rapid em loyw= z ~inst
light enemy forces in a low to mid intensity conflict. Light farces began
to face significant risk as potential threat regional forces developed
capabilities to conduct mid and high intensity occmbat.

Ruther than inrrease the capabilities of light foarves the Army began
to experiment with ways of mixing light and heavy forces to produce a
force tailored to the threat. The initial results of mixed force
operations at the National (NIC) and Joint Raadiness (JRIC) Trainimg
Centers were abysmal. Naither part of the farce could operate in an
integrated and syrchronized mamner. 2As more and more training events
ocarred, it has beccne apparent to chesrvers and participants alike that
a vwoid in doctrine, tactics. and techniques existed to facilitate
operations involving light amd heavy forces.

Tre light-heavy equation was further complicated as mixed forces were
given respansibility for preparing for and conducting contingency
operations involving joint and combined forces as well as Special
Operations Forces (SOF). Several ocperations conducted in 1989 identified
the need to develop doctrine, tactics, and techniques for conducting
light-haavy-special operations farces (SOF) contingency operations.
Immediately following Operation JUST CAINSE in December 1989 in Panama,
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' Army Chief of Staff, General Carl Vouro, directed the immediate
deveiopment of an Army publication to address doctrine, tactics, and

techniques, for brigade level contingency operations involving light,
beavy and SOF elements.

SIATEMENT OF PROBLIM

Qurent doctrinal publications do not address the enmployment of light,
heavy, and special operations mixtures of forces in cantingency
operations. Until a publication is developed and fielded units will

contimie to have significant difficulty conducting contingency operations.

METXOOOLOGY

This thesis is intended to create a doctrinal foundation far future
light-heavy-SOF brigade level, regional contingency operations. The
doctrinal foundation is based upon existing light, heavy, and special
operations forces doctrine, and will be modified to allow forces to
cperate effectively within the unique synergism and dynamics of the mixed
farce battlefield. The resulting doctrine, cammonly refered to as
"emerging" doctrine will be applied to a model contingency mission
scenario requiring application of hrigade sized force consisting of light,
heavy, and special operations forces. o
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DEFDNTIONS

For the purpose of this thesis the following definitions are offered
to facilitate understanding of the camposition and arganization of forces

A. Light Forces: Those forces arganized, equipped, amd trained to
conduct cambat operations at the low to mid intensity level against
lightly armed and equipped forces.

B. Heavy Forces: Those farces organized, equipped, and trained to
condhict mobile warfare against mechanized and armored forces at mid to
high intensity levels.

C. Special Operations Forces: Those forces crganized, equipped, and
trained to conduct specific types of armed cambat requiring skills ard
training not generally given to conventional farces. This includes Army
Rarger, Special Forces, ard other similar forces of other camponent
services such as Navy SEAL and Special Boat forces, and Air Force Special

Operations Aviatiaon.

ASSIMPTIONS AND LIMITATIONS

This thesis assumes that the United States Army will contirue to
employ light and heavy forces and SOF elements to conduct regional

14




contingency operations against hostile forces. Additionally this thesis
assumes existing doctrine, training, organization, material, and

leadership for heavy, light, and SOF will not change significantly.
Finally, it is assumed that ccman:iers and staffs of light, heavy, ard
special operations forces understand the employment principles, doctrine,
tactics, and techniques involving their own separate force.

Tactics, techniques, and procedures are very much dependant on the
envirorment in which applied. Because of the nature of warfare there is
no one solution applicable for every situation. This thesis will not
attempt to provide a solution for every situation involving the employment
of mixed forces on the battlefield, it will serve as a framework for the
force cammander to build fram based on the mission, enemy, terrain, forces
available, time, and politics.

misﬂuiswilimtfowsmanyspeciﬁcregimal.orqeographical
area of operation. Each contingency operation is developed around unique
requirements and situations. The composition and organization of the
contingency force is based on the specific mission requirements.

This thesis will not address the tactics, techniques, and procedures
for employment of forces below maneuver battalion level, nor will it
include doctrine, tactics, tedmiqmarﬂérowdtmsforoperatiommt
involving mixed forces. Finally, this thesis will not identify nor focus
on capabilities or limitations of specific units or perscnalities.
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METHODS AND PROCEDURES

The thesis is designed to provide a camplete foundation addressing all

bhattlefield operating systems as currently defined by the United States

Army. The thesis will provide to the United States Army a camplete mamial
far publication identifying doctrine, tacticm, and techniques essential
far employment of light, heavy, and SOF elements as an inteqrated and

synchronized contingency farce at brigade, amd battalion level. To

achieve this objective several conventions will be modified:

AQ

Chapter 1, Introduction; will follow standard conventions for the
MMAS Thesis.

Chapter 2, Review of Literature; will focus on the primary
doctrinal sources for each portion of the farce. Each primary
publication will be summarized and reviewed in terms of value and
contribution in understanding unique requirements of the part of
the farce addressed in the publication. The bibliography will be
included in this chapter. Chapter 2 will also acknowledge those
individuals who made a significant contribution to the
development of the first draft of the marmal,

Chapter 3, Study ard Analysis; will consist of the identification
of capabilities and limitations for each separate part of a

krigade level light-heavy-SOF mixture conducting a contingency
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operation. The analysis of this information will provide the
context for the development of recammendations and planning
considerations for light-heavy-SOF contingency force operations
at brigadz level. This chapter will serve as the foundation
necessary to understanding the camponent parts of a light-heavy
SOF force mixture, and will provide the basis for the application
of forces to the model used in Chapter 4.

Chapter 4, Application of Study and Analysis; will apply the
doctrine, tactics, and techniques to a generic brigade
contincency farce operation model. The model is designed to
portray likely phases of a contingency operation from deployment
and force buildup to offensive and defensive cambat operations
through redeployment and host nation development.

Chapter 5, Summary, Conclusions, and Recaommendations; will
address those conclusions developed during my examination of
light-heavy-SOF operations. Also included will be
recamendations for areas requiring further study or work outside
the parameters of this thesis project.

Appendixes; will provide information not available in the
thesis, but important to understanding certain aspects of the
wark. Also included are an appendix with definitions of acronyms
found throughout the thesis, and a listing of related

1-7



publications essential for understanding cambat operations
involving light, heavy, ard special operations forces. These are
included to assist future stidies of this thesis topic.

Chapter 3, Chapter 4, and the Appendices are designed to be removed
from the thesis and published as an Army publication. Due to the need to

produce a cagprehensive document suitable for use in a nonacademic

envirament, the thesis requires deviations from conventions normally
associated with an thesis:

B.

Thesis length. The thesis was not constrained in length to
ensure that the final product did not overlock aspects of

light-heavy~SOF contingency operations that might adversely
affect actual cambat cperations.

Resaarch and Analysis. Analysis ard research are narmally
segregated and clearly identified as such in a conventional
thesis. To ensure that future cperational users of the thesis
product are better able to wurderstand the importance of both, a
blending of research and analysis will be done throughout the
wark.

1-8
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Formal literature and doctrine on light, heavy, arnd special operations
forces conducting regional contingency operations as a mixed force is very
limited. Literatuire and doctrine on employment of camponent elements of
light, heavy, and special operations forces, and operations involving
joint amd cambined operations is extensive. The purpose of this thesis is
to begin to f£ill the void that currently exists in literature and
doctrine.

In arder correctly employ each component element of a contingency
force it is first necessary to set the coantext defining capabilities,
limitations, and employment principles. In order to understand the
fundamental for each carponent existing doctrine was reviewed to identify
critical capabilities ind limitations. This information was then analyzed
in terms of other camponent elements in an effort to identify crucial
employment factors that were different fram normal tactics and techniques

for separate carpanent elements. This synthesized information provides
the basis for planning considerations foud in the next chapter.
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1. Research Methodology:

The process for reviewing doctrine was expedited during the initial
research by contacting the proponent schools ard centers for each
battlefield operating system (B0S) campanent element of the
light-heavy-SOF mixture and requesting identification of their primary
doctrinal publication. The secord step of the process was to study each
publication and determine if it was in fact a primary publication, or a

secordary saurce. As the primary sources were fixed, emphasis
transitioned to identification of critical capabilities and limitations.

Once critical capabilities and limitations were isolated the research
material was validated by the proponent schools and centers to ensure
acauracy of interpretation. Due to time constraints placed on the
research process most coordination was done telephonically with subject
matter experts designated by each proponent.

After the propcnents validated the capabilities and limitations,
analysis of the results was conducted to identify differences between each
camponent element in comducting contingency cperations. Wwhen differences
were identified the next step was to analyze the problem and develop a
solution. The solutions were compared to research conducted by myself
while assigned as a Combat Analyst (heavy-light and light-heavy) at the
Centar for Army lessons learned (CALL), ard MAJ(P) Jnseph Rozek of the
Center for Army Tactics of the Cammand and General Staff Colleje. Our

2=2




analysis was based on two years wark studying the topic area and
collecting observations from operations and exercises throughout the warld
by SOF, light-heavy, and heavy-light farce mixtures.

2. Reference Sources:

The most critical problem faced in conducting research necessary to
build the fourdation frr conducting light-heavy-SOF contingency operations
was to find and evaluate existing doctrinal publications that were
critical and essentizl to this specific type cperation. Because of the
volume of data initially identified by proponent subject matter experts it
was necessary to break publications into three categories; primary,
secondary, and related publications.

Primary publicztions are those reference publications that provided
the essential capabilities and limitations for each camponent element of
the force, as well as operational considerations deemed essential in
ocontingency operations. These are the publications addressed in this

chapter.

Secondary publications are those reference publications that provided
essential capabilities and limitations for each camponent element of the
force that ware not different when employed by multiple components of the
force. These sources are referenced in later chapters, amd were included

2~-3
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because of their overall potential inpact an a contingency operation if
ignored.

Related publications are those reference publications that explain in v .

areater detail specific elements of each component. The information
cantained in these publications assist future research ard are iderntified
in Apperdix D of this thesis.

This is a new publication defining aviation doctrine in terms of the
airland battle. The publication providis a good doctrinal fawrdation for
employrent of Army aviation assets. This source includes a hrief section
on contingency operations. 1The primary Yocus of this work is on
describing aviations role in airland battle, camponents of Army aviation
ard aviation operations.

The value of this work is limited by an effort to not specifically
address operations cambat cperations supporting heavy or light forces. .
The description of contingency operation support by Army aviation does not
specifically address special requirements created by a regional

2-4




contingency operation.

M 5-100, Engineer Cambat Operations, Nov 83.

This marmal serves as a capstane reference for employment of engineer
assets. M 5-100 is a camprehensive wark detailing capabilities and
limitations of different engineer farces across the spectrum of

operational warfighting including contingency operations.

This was an outstarding source of information. The manual provided
canprehensive explanations of plamning factars, doctrine, tactics amd
techniques for employment of carbat amd construction engineer assets found
on the modern battlefield. The manmual does not address how to employ
light and heavy engineer forces, ar employment of assets from ane
caponent in support of ancther. The material available from this source
was easy to synthesize to develop techniques and tactics supporting
operations as autlined in the contingency moial.

FM 6-20-40 is a camrehensive guide for fire support cperations in a
variety of roles. Each facet of fire suppart for the heavy force is
covered in great detail. Lacking from this work are considerations for




employment of heavy forces in a contingency role, ar in conjunction with
light forces.

In spite of its value with regards to heavy force operations, the .
abeence details on the resolution of problems encountered when mixing
light and heavy systems, or integrating SOF fire suppcrt assets severely
reduces its value in light-heavy-SOF operations.

Jdaght), Jan 90.

Light fire suppart operations are described in great detail. Included
in this work is an ocutstanding description of operations normally found
during contingency operations. Laciking from this publication is an
explanation of how to overcame the problems of cambining light,
non-autanated field artillery with heavy, autcmated artillery assets.

This publication was of great value in identifying the special
requjranentsplacedmthafiraamtsystendmi:gmimcy
operations. The value of this publication is diminished by it's lack of

infamation of the integration of light and heavy fire support systems.

M 7-20, Ihe Infantxy Battaliop, Dec 84. .
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The primary focus of this mamual is on providing the doctrinal
fourdation far infantry battalion operations. Light, mechanized,
airbarne; arnd Ranger battalion operations are addressed in great detail.
Also addressed are the specific requirements placed on the mechanized
infantry hattalion when operating with armored forces. The publication
alsd discusses in great detail the integration of components of the
battlefield operating systems with each type of infantry battalion. This
publication also includes a canprehensive section dealing with heavy
forces with light farces subordinate to them.

This new publication was of great value in understanding the
synchrenization requirements of the light, heavy, and ranger battalions.
The heavy-light portion was of exceptional value in understanding that
specific mixture of farcves which potentially can occur during a
light-heavy-SOF contingency. A weakness of the book is the lack of

infarmation on light-heavy-SOF farce mixtires and & lack of information on
the synchronization of infantry farces with other battlefield operating

systems in contingency operations.

e _Operations, Apr 81.

v This is an old marmal that was written befcre the inception of light

infantry. It provides a basic explanation of brigade operations involving
normechanized forces. The majar drawback of the publication is it's

2=7
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orientation on the linsar battlefield of central Barope.

The publication provided a good source of infarmation on conventional
employment of normechanized krigade level forces. The book is severely
dated and provided little information in dealing with the unique synergism
of a ligrmmemthmof farces conducting contingency operations.

FM 7-72, Light Infantry Battalion, Mar 87.

This book, although rescinded by the Chief of Staff of the Army,
provided an outstanding source of information on how to fight a light
infantry battalion. The boock also provided an outstanding section en
employment of light infantry forces with larger heavy forces.

In spite of institutional bjases against the marmal for use of
nonstandard terms for offensive and defensive operations. the publication
provided a plethara of valuable information of the employment of light
forces. A limitation of this bock is the lack of information on
participation of light farces in contingency operations, or with heavy
forces placed under the control of light forces.

M 7-85, Ranger Unit Operations, Jun 87.
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Ranger forces have an integral part in contingency operations,
especially strike operations. This mamual focuses on Ranger unit

operations, capabilities and limitations.

Of great value was the section of Strike Operations. The information
provided an outstanding outline and summary of each step in planning,
preparing far, and executing a Strike or Raid by Ranger units. The bock
does have several serious drawbacks. lacking is any infarmation on
operations with conventional forces. Conventional uses of Ranger farces
is only briefly discussed. Finally the limitations of Ranger forces are

This mamal provided an outstanding overview of the role of special
operations forces in contingency operations. Also included in this

publication was a camprehensive overview of special operations
organizations, capabilities, limitations, and employment considerations.

Very few Army publications discuss special forces or special
operations forces; this presented a significant challenge in defining how
special operations farces can enhance conventional force operations during
a contingency operation. This doament provided an excellent source of
information on the role of special forces in contingency operations. This
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anaadformrismwithmdmltmdocmmidamifyﬁxe
integration of the two farces into a cchesive combat force. The
explanation of contingency cperations was of particular value in
development of the model used in later chapters of the thesis.

M 34-1 provides a basic foundation for the employment of intelligence
and electronic warfare assets in support of tactical operatians. It is
primarily criented toward capabilities normally available far division
level cperations. This publication also addresses operational
considerations for a broad spectrum of military operations and
envirament, although contingency operations is not included. The
publication does not contain infarmation on special cperations IEW.

This publication was invaluable as a source of infoarmation on
doctrinal employment capabilities and limitatioars. The publication is
primarily oriented toward capabilities and limitations of IEW assets
within the heavy division. lacking is an effart to provide the same depth
of infarmation on capabilities ard limitations of IEW assets available to
the light forces. |
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The Capstone mamual for air defense provides an overview of plamning
requirements and consideration, capabilities and limitations of air
defense systems, and operational considerations during contingency
operations. The publication does not address integration of light and
heavy air defense czpabilities.

This source provided a good explanation of air defense operations.
Althouch integration of light and heavy air defense systems was not
included the design of the manual allowed for interpretation of probable
methods of mixing light and heavy assets to optimize capabilities and
diminish limitations that could adversely impact on light-heavy-SOF
contingency operations.

FM 63-20, Forward Support Battalion, May 8S.

This is an very useful source of infarmation describing the support
mechanism found in the heavy forces. This publication does not address
ocperational enviromments, ar support to heavy farces separated from their
parent hrigade.

This publication provided little useful informaticn with regards to
integration of light, heavy, and SOF. The publication completely ignores
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M 71-1 provides the anrent doctrine for the employment of armor and
mechanized infantry company/team. The focus of the wrk is on mobile
warfare against enemy forces possessing similar capabilities.

The level of operations discussed in this work provided an cutstanding
reference far the employment of heavy farces at level expected in a
light-heavy-SOF contingency cperation. The infarmation was essential to
development of the operational model used in later chapters. The work

does not address requirements for a contingency operation, however the
overall value of the work was crucial to ths overall research effort.

This is the key document for defining heavy force operations at the
battalion task force level. _'miswzkaddressesmemiximotmedunized
and armored forces across a hroad spectrum of conventional operations and
envirooments. The work clearly defines capabilities, limitations, and
employment considerations for the heavy task force.
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This outstanding publication identifies the majority of critical areas
far effective employment of the heavy task force. The infarmation is
invaluable when analyzing the light-heavy mixture fram the light
perspective. The work does not address contingency cperations or
operations in an undeveloped theater. This shartcoming does not negate
the value of this publication. This was and essential document for

FM 71-3 provides insight into operational maneuver at the brigade
level. Although the general focus of this work addresses mobile warfare
in a Buropean environment, it does contain substantial information on the
dynamics of heavy forces employing light farces. The publication does not
address contingency operations nor the integration of SOF with heavy

forces.

The value of this document is outstanding. The publication provided
meotthefeadoctrinalsamfarthemploymtofheavyarﬂligﬁ
farces together. Analysis of this application of forces allowed for the
develomment of corollaries for the employment of heavy forces by light

faorces.
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M 71-100, Anmored ard
The capstone manual for all division cperations is FM 71-100. It is
the only reference publication available that addresses each type of
division level force cwrrently found in the United States Army. It is
also the best source of information on contingency operations. The mamal
also addresses the employment of light forces by a heavy force. The
publication also provides detailed infarmatiun of the integration of air ,

naval and marine forces.

This manual provided the basic framework and definition for the
research required for this thesis. The publication identifies the
critical synchronization aspects far effective emp’syment of combat,
cambat support, and combat service suppert assets. ‘Ine level addressed in
this marual is above the focus of the thesis. Interpellation of the
information provided an outstanding start point fcr deveiopment the
light-heavy-SOF model used in this thesis.

™ 71-101,

80.
This classic publication provided an overview for the employment of
many assets camonly found in light forces at the division level. Many of

the capabilities identified in this document are not available in the
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current light forces organizations. The value of this publication was the
use in identifying the differences in capabilities, and developing means

to compensate for them by exploiting capabilities of the heavy forces.

The publicatioh was well beyond its usefulness in employing current
forces on the modern battlefield. Written over ten years ago, the book
does not address current operational focuses or force structures. Light
forces were not conceived of until aeveral years after this book was
published. The Army does not fight the same way today that it envisioned
fighting in 1979. As a source of current doctrine, tactics, or techniques

this publication was of little value to the research process.

M 71-123,

FM 71-123 is the first of a new generation of Aray publications
providing tactics, techniques and procedures for the employment of
combined aras forces. This publication describes combat operations for
armored and mechanised forces at brigade, battalion and company levels.

FM 71-123 describes synchronization of all battlefield operating systeas
and focuses on tactical operations in mid to high intensity conflict. The

publication also includes an introduction to heavy-light operations.

The section on heavy-light operations was based on research,
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infarmation, and analysis provided to the authcrs of the publication by

campany level operating systems. The limitations of this fine work are
the lack of information on contingency operations amd light-heavy-SOF

inteqration.

™ 100-10, Combat Service Support, Feb 88.

FM 100-10 provides the framework for supporting cambat operations at
all levels. The publications addresses manning, arming, fueling, fixing,
and moving cambat forces.

'mevalueofmissan'ceisfanﬂinthedoctrinalrequira@:tsard
considerations for sustainirg cambet operations. In order to solve many
of the sustairment problems identified when mixing light, heavy, and SOF,
a thorough understanding of sustaimment principles and doctrine is
required. This proved to contain the foundation required for analyzing

astaimamﬁ problems,

:mysel.f Asacmsequernemnawinfc:mtimmﬂaeaplcymentof
heavy-light farces was available. 'mevalueotﬂ:isdoaw:tmsfam
in the dstailed description off how best to employ heavy battalion and
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FM 100-15, Corps Operations, Sep 89.

Contingency operations are narmally canducted urder the control of a
maneuver corps. This source provided an overview of the role of the
contingency corvs in terms of controlling operations. Additionally the
publication addresses the employment of heavy and light farces ard
provides planning considerations for their amployment.

The marmal provided an excellent overview of canrtingency operations.
Because of the focus level for the publication little direct infarmations
could be drawn in terms of brigade lavel light-heavy-SOF contingency
operations. The merit of this source was in validating analysis in terms

of impacting on corps level operations.
M 100-20, Military Operations in Low Intensity Conflict, Dec 90.

This joint publication provided an overview on the role of cantingency
operations in the operational spectrum of low intersity conflict. It does

not address specific force mixtures, ar operational aspect of contingency
operations.

This somrce was useful in sett_ng and wrderstanding the context for
military contingency operations. Also addressed of same value was the
role of special cperations forces in low intensity conflict, amd

T
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" ' ‘ contingency operations. Also of use was the description of the
‘ o integration of air, naval, and marine force, as well as the interaction
\\ . with coalition farces. . '
" _ v
This new doctrinal publication provided an outstanding explanation of
all camponents of special cperations forces. Each camponent includes an
explanation of capabilities, limitations, and employment consideration.
The publication also identifies limitations that are beyond the
capabilities of SOF to affect.
This document provides the best available publication on how to best
' / employ SOF in contingency oneraticns. Althoush integration of
.‘\f;_/\/_f I conventional farces is not included in this publication it was very
o critical to the research for this thesis.
>
o FM 100-27/AFM 2-50, ‘ > a) ot \irld
. . «
S Overations, Jan 85 with C1 (Mar 85).
\\_ This publication provides joint doctrine, respansibilities, amd .
//\,- procecdures for plamning, cocrdinating, and executing joint airborne amd
Yo tactical airlift operations in support of conventional ground combat .
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operations involving Army and Air Force assets. Not included are
operations involving special operations forces.

This srce was invaluable in identifying the critical plamning aspect
of employing Air Force asset: to support contingency operations. The
information provided a start point for search for additional information
from Air Force sources that better defined the role of the Air Force in

supparting Army light-heavy-SOF contingency operations.

JCs Pub 3.05, Doctrine for Joint Special Operations, Jan 8e.

This publication describes the mission, capabilities and
characteristics of special operations forces across the operational
contimnm. This publication addressed naval, air and marine special
cperations forces as well as Army special operations forces. This joint

publication was developed to bring together the special operatians forces
from all services under a unified employment doctrine.

The value of this publication was limited by its focus. JCS Pub 3.05
was essential in clarifying some of the unique capabilities and roles of
special operations farces during contingency cperations. The doctrine was
intentionally left vague due to the sensitivity of joint operations
doctrine. COonsequently little actual research material could be extracted

fram this publication.
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In order to understand how light, heavy, and special operations forces
function as a synchronized, effective crganization it is first necessary
to understand the context for use of the farces. The context is derived
froz analysis of research conducted an each camponent element of the force
mixture, and applied to the cperational enviromment. the farce could be
used in.

The first step in this process is to define the operaticnal
enviroment for a oontingency operation. The operational context is the
driving facrer in defining the farce mixture for tactical employment.

Oonce the context for the operation was defined then research efforts
cauld be focused on the tactics ard techniques needed to participate in
the operation. The secord step of the research process focused of
identifying doctrinal capabilities, limitations, considerations, tactics,
ard techniques.

Cue to the lack of doctrine, tactics, and techniques for a mixed force
of light, heavy, ard special operations farces, it was necessary to first
define the capabilities ard limitations for each camponent element of the
force. Once isolated, analysis was done to identify the best probable




LA

methad of employing the farce as a light-heavy-SCOF cambined arms team in
accordance with the anrrent Airland battle doctrine of the United States

Armry.

This chapter of the thesis is divided into two parts. Part One

focuses on providing a background for contingency operations. Part Two

provides a fourdation for each camponent part involved in a Strike

Operation. The foundation provides capebilities, limitations, amd
considerations for employing each part of the force with the others.

Together this chapter provides the context for the use of light-heavy-SOF
contingency operations, and serves as the doctrinal basis for application

of the farce in the contingency operation model.
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PART ONE: INTROOUCTION TO OONTINGENCY QPERATIONS

A. Contingency cperations are politically sensitive military actions
requiring rapid deployment of military foarces in support of national
security policy, usually in conditions short of war. These operations are
undertaken when limited national interests are at stake, and whea direct
ard indirect diplamacy and other foarms of influence have been exhausted or
need to be supplemented by either a shuw of force or direct military
action. The following are characteristics of contingency operations:
» U.S. interests are at stake.

* Generated by a crisis.

*  Time sensitive.

» Political pressure for a quick, clear victory.
* Uncertainty of the aituation on the graund.

*  Requires tailored and packaged farces.

* Involve joint and cambined operations.

3-3

- -
N

i e A



B'

*

Political situation may impose a degree of centralized control.

Ebmeéusedwillbemtrainedbyﬂmeavailabilityofseaarﬂ
airlift.

There are nine major types of contingency operations. These are:

*

Show of force and demonstration.
Noncambatant evacuation operations.
Rescue ard racovm:y.operatims.
Strikes and raids. .

Peacemaking.

Uncanventional warfare.

Disaster relief.

Security assistance surges.
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* Suppart to U.S. civil autharities.

1. Show of Force and Demorstration:

A show of force or demonstration is the deployment of a
force to an area in the world to lemd credibility to cur nation's txreaties
and comitments. They increase oaur regional influence and show our resolve
to use military force as an instrument of national power in that
situation. A show of farce demonstrates, bolsters, and reassures our
allies. Examples include:

bl Forward deployment of military forces.

»

Canbined training exercises.

* Alrcraft ard ship part of calls.

»

The introduction and buildup of U.S. military forces.

Military forces conduct these operations within delicate legal
ard political constraints. Although actual cambat is not the goal, the
*political will" to employ these farces in cambat if necessary, is vital
to the success of the operation.
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2. Noncombatant Evacuation Operations (NEO):

Military, political, ar other emergency situations in a country
may require the evacuation and/or relocation of threatened U.S. citizens,
selected host nation persamnel, and third country natienals.

If the chief of the U.S. diplamatic mission anticipates trouble,
he will usually direct early withdrawal of dependents and nonessential
persomnel by ordinary transport. If this has ocaurred, only a minimum
mmber of persamel will require emergency military evacuation. When the
situation deteriorates to a critical point, the Department of State (DoS)
will initiate reguests for military assiscance and cbtain necessary
clearances frum other govermments for the conduct of a NEO operation.

The evacuation may take place in a low threat envirorment, face a
threat of violent opposition, ar require combat action. The key to the
success of this type of operation is a correct appraisal of the -
political-military envirament in which the force will operate.

3. Rescue and Recovery Operations:
These are sophisticated actions requiring precise execution.
They may be clandestine or overt. They include the rescue of U.S. or
friendly foreign nationals, and the location, identification, and recovery

of sensitive equipment or items critical to U.S. national seaurity.
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These operations usually involve special operations forces, but
may require suppart from general purpose forces. They require timely
intelligence, detailed planning, deception, swift execution, and
extraordinary security measures.

4. Strikes and Raids:

Strikes and raids are attacks by ground, air, and naval forces to
damage ar destroy high value targets or to demonstrate our capability to
do so. These cperations involve the swift penetration of hostile | |
territory to seare information, seize an cbjective, or destroy targets '.’4‘“‘"
and end with a plamned withdrawal. Strikes and raids create situatiors
which permit our govexrmment to seize and maintain the political l'
initiative.

Plammers for this type of operation require precise, time
sensitive, all-source intelligence. Forces are tailored for execution of
the mission. The chain of command is streamlined. Time permitting, the
strike/raid is fully rehearsed. Finally, the commander must understand
the constraints amd political sensitivity of this envirament and
recognize that local law and custaoms will influence his action. This

operation requires:

o Constant mission analysis,
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* Joint and cambined force liaison.
* Effective public diplamacy and infarmation.
5. Unconventional Warfare (UW):

These are military and paramilitary operations conducted in enemy
held, enemy controlled, or politically sensitive territory across the
operaticnal cmtim#m. It includes, but is not limited to, guerrilla
warfare, evasion and escape, subversion, sabotage, and cperations of low
visibility, covert, or clandestine. U.S. military support to UW
operations can include the use of SOF and general purpose forces (i.e.
training and employment of indigenous persamel by U.S. SOF with €SS fram
general purpose forces). UW operatians can be conducted in conjunction
with and in support of other contingency operations, such as strikes and
raids.

6. Disaster Relief:

These operations provide emergency assistance to victims of
natural or man-made disasters abroad. They are responses to requests for

3-8
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immediate help and rehabilitation from foreign goverrments or
intermaticnal agencies. They include refugee assistance, food programs,
medical care, handling of deceased persannel, and other civilian welfare
programs.

U.S. military forces are camitted to peacemaking operations when
it is in ocur national interest to stop a violent conflict and force a
return to political and diplamatic methods. The U.S. undertakes
peacemaking operations at the request of appropriate naticnal authorities
of a foreign state, or to protect U.S. citizens as part of an
internmational, miltilateral, or unilateral operation.

The political camplexities of peacemaking require the available
farce be sufficient, but its use be applied with discretion. Rules of
engagement (ROE) are apt to be restrictive because the purpose of the
force is to establish and maintain law ard order. Political
considerations influence the size and camposition, and employment of the

force more than operational requirements do.

8. Security Assistance Surges:

The United States accelerates secxrity assistance when a friemdly
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or allied nation faces an imminent threat. These surges usually focus on
logisticalsmart.

9. Suppart to U.S. Civil Autharity:

These are U.S. military operations carried out in support of
federal and state officials under, arx. limited by, the Posse Comitatus Act
ard other laws and requlations. These operations are usually limited to
situations involving disaster assistance, civil disorder,- threats to
federal property, and other emergency situations. Congress has defined
drug trafficking, illegal immicration, and customs violations as threats

to national security warranting military support.

Military operations in this area will always be in support of
cother U.S. agencies. The mission in suppart of the counter-narcotics
program includes military training teams, advisory personnel, logistic
suppert, civic action, infarmation, detection and surveillance operations,

and intelligence support.

c. mm&moperatiaé,fmplammmailyseektomdmize
combat capability and reduce suppart to essentials. The force itself
relies on strategic airlift and limited self-deployment for rapid

deployment and resupply from the continental United States. Early air
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superiarity, continuous tactical air support, logistic resupply by air,
and maintenance of air lines of cammmnication are essential for such an
operation to be successful. Sealift of outsized equipment, armored units,
and bulk supplies may be necessary. Additicnally, the Army camponent of a
joint force will provide certain CSS comxdities to other service
camponents in the area of operations.

D. Contingency operations are filled with uncertainty. These operations
require detailed flexible planning, a full awareness of the political and
social realities in the area of cperation, and camprehensive logistical
and intelligence support plamning. The following are planning
considerations for a contingency operations.

1. All-Source Intelligence:

Intelligence is key to a successful contingency operation. All
available collection assets focus on the cammarder's priority intelligence
requirements. Collection, processing, and disseminmation must be timely.
The deploying force must have:

*  Accurate maps or satellite derived map products.
* Dispositions and order of battle of all forces, both

friendly ard hostile.
3-11
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* Area specific factor.

a ‘c:itv:y plans or satellite derived city imge:y
+  Complete details of utilities.
* Personality profiles.

* Qurrent Getails on specific ports, airfields, roads, and
hridges.

2. Comard and Control:

The commard and control of a contingency operation usually leads
to the formation of a Joint Task Force (JTF) from assets within the
unified comand responsible for the contingency operation. Subordinate to
the JTF will be Army forces (ARFCR), Air Force forces (AFFOR), Navy forces
(NAVFOR), and a Joint Special Operations Task Force (JSOTF).l

o T



3. PSYOP (Infarmation Programs), Civil Affairs, and Public Affairs
Programs:

Planning and execution of these programs must begin early and
continue throughout the contingency operation. Successful execution of
these programs will achieve US public and international suppart, exploit
enemy vulnerabilities, and influence in—country target audiences. These
programs require contimuos preparation, regional expertise, and
consistent coordination between civ:l.l ard military arganizations.

4. logistical Suppart:

The setting for contingency operations may be in areas with
little or no infrastructure and no farward deployed forces or supplies.
There may be little or no cammmnications, in place logistics, or host
nation support. The rumber and types of ships and aircraft will be
limited. The plamning must develop tailored comrehensive support
packages and the pruper/flexible flow of these packages into the lodgement

area.
S. Other Constraints:
Contingency operations are conducted for specific and limited

purposes. National policy abjectives must be clearly ard consistently
stated in order that supporting military objectives may be developed.

3-13
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Rules of engagement (ROE) will be developed from the cbjectives. It is

imperative that the constraints and restraints be clearly stated in the

ROE. The ROE camnot be so restrictive that they inhibit the protection of

the force. It is imperative that these ROE be clearly commmnicated to .
every soldier participating in the operation. Protecting the force while

conducting operations and observing the ROE will place a great demand and

stress on all participants. This enviramment demands well txrained amd

disciplined soldiers.

E. Contingency cperations are phased cperations. Contingency operations
can be conducted as part of a campaign, which is aseries of military
operations aimed to accamplish a stratgic ar cperational objective in a
given time and space. Phases begin with plamning and preparation and erd
with the redeployment of the contingency force. The following five phases
provide the general structure for a contingency operation and can be
adjusted to fit the needs of a particular contingency.

* Pre~deployment/crisis action.

* Deployment/initial camat actions.

*  Force buildup/combat cperations. - ‘ " .

* Decisive cambat operations.




* Redeployment.

F. This thesis will focus on how to conduct strike/raid contingency

operations involving SOF, light, and heavy foarces. The remaining chapters
will follow the five phases of a cantingency operation. Only unclassified
SOF doctrine, tactics, and techniques will be discussed in this bock. In
addressing light-heavy and heavy-light farces, the thesis makes the

assumption that the reader knows and understands how to employ like type
subordinate units. This bock contains does not discussion how to employ

"pure® light. or heavy forces.
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PART TAO: PEEEEEIDE!ENT/CRISIS ACTION

Section I. Introduction.

A. Predeployment and crisis action is the critical phase of a contingency
ocperation. Success during the other phases is predicated on the
successful planning conducted during this phase. The Joint Task Force and
subordinate commands (JSOTF, ARFOR [Corps), AFFOR, and NAVFOR) must
anticipate the requisite military conditions for success, sequence
activities that will achieve those conditions, amd resource accordingly.
The abjective is to select and tailor a farce, and to quickly develop or
refine operational concepts that will set the necessary conditions for

subsequent phases of the operation.

B. The need to plan ard prepare for strategic deployment in the

capressed time-frame of a crisis will be a particularly demanding aspect
of this phase. It means subordinate commands must provide the unified

comand sevaral elements of critical infarmation; the size of the force
required to deploy, and the 1lift required to deploy it.

Intelligence Preparation of the Battlefield (IFB) is updated amd
axrent data relating to foreign intelligence, sabotage, subversion, and
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terrorism is used to update the threat data base. This infarmation is ~
used in planning Operational Security (GPSEC) measures as well as far

deception measures to ensure the element of swrprise is maintained.

Engineer and logistical requirements determined. Airlift and naval

transport are identified and allocated. Operations security and deception

are considered, and plans implemented from the beginning to retain the /
element of surprise. Command and control facilities and arganizations to

suppart the concept of operation are established.

C. At division, group, Ixrigade, and lower, alert notification of unit
persamel is made. Soldiers are recalled, assembled, and moved to
marshalling areas where unit preparation begins. This includes mission
analysis and the development of tactical concepts and farce structures
required to accomplish the missjion.

D. Contingency operations require the force to be tailored to the
specific mission, mobilized, then echelaned to permit similtanecus
deployment, employment, and sustaimment. The initial assaulting echelon
must be arganized with sufficient cambat power to seize the lodgerent area
and begin cambat operations. The echelon that immediately follows must be
equipped to expand the lodgement and undertake decisive combat
cperations. The final echelon must provide sustaimment for extended
cperations. Comnand and control must phase in early. All four functions

3-17




mist be included in a theater commanders Operations Plan (OPLAN).

E. In every echelon, combat forces must integrate with cammand, control, .
camunications, intelligence, fire support, engineer, air defense, ard

CSS. The force must rapidly establish a lodgement, take the fight to the
enemy, and win. The enemy must be overwhelmed in every aspect to render

him incapable of reacting effectiwvely.

F. The echelorment of combat and combat suppoart forces requires
corresponding echelorment of CSS. The requirement for rapid transition to
decisive cambat or other cperations dictate that CSS accampany or closely
follcweéu:hedmelm. The arganization and quantity must be carefully
determined to suppart the operation, but must not daminate the potentially
scarce transportation assets or overwhelm the probably austere
infrastructure.

Planning considerations for a contingency operation include, but are _
not limited to: : a

* The mission.
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Concept of the operation.

Farces and assets available.
Operational aspects such as fire support, cammmnications,

muclear ard chemical warfare guidance, intelligence,
psychological warfare operations, and unconventional warfare

operations.

Enemy order of battle—ground, air, naval, space, ard
electronic.

Enemy NBC capability.

Enemy capability for unconventional warfare and
psychological operations.

Geography, wewther, and terrain.

The political situation and civil-military responsibilities.

Liaison officers.

langquage requirements.
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*  Limiting supplies to essentials.

*  Maintenance policy.

L Health Services Support (HSS), to include rapid response
medical teams, medical evacuation, and treatment.

* Recovery and evacuation of deceased personnel.

* Maintaining and securing necessary stockage levels.

b Phasing in additional CSS as required.
G. Sections IT and III provide a identify crganizations most likely to be
included in contingency cperations involving light, heavy and special

operations forces. Where appropriate, the mission organization,
equipment, and considerations for employment are given.
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Section IT. Special Operations Farces (SOF)

A. Speéhlmexatiasrbrces(soﬂ are narmally joint by nature,
operating with Army, Air Force and Navy special operations elements to
accamplish Special Operations (SO) missions. SOF conducts missions in
support of contingency operations. SOF participates in contingency
operations either unilaterally ar in conjunction with other military
forces ar govermment agencies. Regionally criented SOF elements are
normally located in the region of the crisis conducting Deployments far
Training (DFTs), Mobile Training Teams (MITs) or as a part of peacetime
Security Assistance programs. The in theater SOF may provide the basis far
expanded SOF participation dquring overt military operations. As
conventional farces conclude overt military operations, they hand off
activities to SOF elements to conduct Foreign Intermal Defense missions to
prancte stability and nation building activities.

B. In addition to application of the Principles of War and Airland Battle
tenets, cammanders and staffs employing SOF units must consider the
following Special Operations Imperatives for successful e:ployuent:z

* Objective: Objectives assigned SOF may often be as
political, econamic, or psychological as military. In war,
Special Operations cbjectives focus on enemy military
wvulnerabilities without direct farce-on-force
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confrontation. In situations short of war, SOF may be
assigned objectives that lead directly to the accamplishment
of national or theater level abjectives.

Offensive: SOF are inherently offensive. Although they may
be deéloyed in the context of a strategically defensive
effort, at the operational and tactical level, they are
employed offensively.

Mass: SOF are not employed to mass in the conventicnal
sense. Acceptance of attrition or force-on-force battle is
not applicable to Special Operations. SO must concentrate
their combat power, albeit subtly and indirectly, at
decisive times and places. Care must be taken not to
fragment the effarts of SOF against tactically attractive,
but cperationally or strategically irrelevant targets.
Extensive plwning ard rehearsals are directed toward
achieving a temporary superiority of force, or better yet,
by avoiding engagements altogether. In SO, concentration of
tmtmﬁasmﬂmﬂaequalityardfocusoftactics,
timing, and weapanry as on mmerical quantity.

Econcmy of Force: SOF may be employed strategically as an
econany of force measure to allow the concentration of other

faorces elsewhere. This may be particularly effective when
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SOF are employed in conjunction with indigenous farces to
create a "Force Maltiplier® effect, ar when SO are conducted

for deception.

Maneuver: SOF do not maneuver against an enemy in the
classic sense. Withrspacttos),mrm\{erinpliaﬂre
ability to infiltrate and exfiltrate denied areas to exploit
enemy vulnerabilities; and when employed, the ability to
flexibly adjust the plan in arder to concentrate and strike
the enemy where and when he is most vulnerable, and to
disperse to avoid his strengths. Flexibility in plamning
amd execution is especially germane to Special Operations.

Unity of Cammand: To achieve unity of effart, SOF arganize
with clean, uncluttered chains of cammand. Layering between
the headquarters assigning the mission and the operational

unit that conducts the it is strictly avoided.

Security: Security is paramount in SO. Planning is often
ocampartmented and planning staffs kept small. However,
within a compartmented activity information must be shared
by all. Intelligence, counterimtelligence, cover and
deception, ard electrunic warfare are all integrated
throughcut the plaming and execution of SO to enhance
secarrity anl achieve surprisa.
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* Surprise: Achievement of surprise must be a principle
talent of Special Operations Forces. Special operations
require bold, imaginative, and andacicus actions, tempered
with patience and forethought. SOF achieve surprise by
exploiting indirect approaches ard doing the unexpected.

C. SOF Employment Criteria:
* Employ SOF when normilitary coperations are insufficient and

other military (conventional) cptions are inappropriate or
infeasible.

* Employ SOF where results required are beyond the area of
operations of conventional military forces.

* Exploy SOF:
**  With surgical precision to minimize collateral effects.

#* In a concealed or covered manner so that anly the
effects are detectable.

#* Indirectly through the military forces of a foreign
government ar political group.

3-24




D. Typical SOF arganizations include the Joint Special Operations Task
Force (JSOIF), a Special Farces Operations Base (SFOB), a Forward
Operational Base (FOB), Advanced Operational Base (AOB), Special Forces
Operaticnal Detachment “A" (SFODA), Rarger Regiment, Ranger Battalion, SO
Aviation Task Farce, Psychological Operations Task Force, and a Civil
Affairs Task Force.

E. A Joint Operations Task Force (JSOIF) is created by the theater
Special Operations Cammand (SOC) or a Joint Task Force (JTF) to plan,
canduct and support Joint Special Operations (SO) for a specific
situation, mission or area basis. The JSOTF may be specifically
established on a semipermanent basis or by augmenting an existing service
arganization's headquarters with elements of other services (i.e. an
SFOB) . The JSOTF exercises OPOON of forces chopped far the SO mission.
The JSOTF is normally employed in a Joint Special Operations Area (Js0d).

F. Army Special Operations Forces (ARSOF) consist of Special Farces,
Rengers, Special Operations Aviation, Civil Affairs, and Psychological

Operations units. These units have unique arganizations, employment
considerations, capabilities and limitations.
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G. Special Forces (SF).

1. The Special Forces Group (AIRBORNE) (SFGA) is a multipurpose,
flexible arganization capable of establishing a Special Farces Operaticnal
Base (SFOB) and providing ¢2 and suppart for up to three Farward ’
Operaticnal Bases (FOBs). FOBs are established by the subordinate SF
Battalion HQs (SF Operaticnal Detachment-Charlie [SFODC]). The SF Company
HQ (SF Operational Detachment-Bravo [SFODB]) establishes Advanced
Operational Bases (AOBs) to expand the C2 and support capabilities of
ﬂxeSEGAorisaplcyedasaczelminﬂuareaofopentim. The
Special Forces Operaticnal Detaciment “A" (SFODA) is the twelve man
element specifically designed to conduct missions in support of US policy
and military objectives.3

2. Special Forces Missions include:?
* Unconventional Warfare.
* Foreign Internal Defense.
* Direct Action.
* Special Reconnaissance.
*#  Counterterrcrism (for selected elements).
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Cc. Special Forces Camparny.
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4. Employment Considerations for Special Forces:

\/ *  Highly trained individuals (language, cultwral training,
., air/sea/land infiltration, and other SO Techniques).
) *#  Narmally conduct deliberate operations.
T
i’ *  Not designed to conduct sustaine’ combat operations
_ unilaterally due to the lack of organic firepower and
tactical mobility.
\\ *  Each SF Grow is regionally ariented.
l‘\-" | *  Can be deployed as a demonstration of natiocnal resolve.
'~f~_:“\r * Designed to train, assist, and advise indigenous military or
- . paramilitary farces.
y
i
* 5. Special Forces Capabilities:
S * a. €2 and Suppart Elements:
/I ¥
i & * Functions as the Army component of a JSOIF or as a
#« JSOTF when augmented by resources from other services.
S ':‘ 3-29
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* Establish, operate, ard support a SFOB ard W to three
FOBs.

*  Provide up to three ¢2 elements (SFODBs) to carps ar .
higher conventional HQs ar to specific cperational
areas as a gpecial operations command and control
element (SOCCE).

* Train and prepare operational elements for deployment.
b. Operational Elements:

* Infiltrate and exfiltrate specified operational areas
by air, land, or sea.

* Conduct operations in remcte areas and nonpermissive
enviraments far exterded periods of time with little

external direction and support.

* Davelcp,aganize,q:ip,b:ain,axﬂadﬁseordiract
irdigencus military and paramilitary.

*  Plan and conduct unilateral SF operations. s
* Train, advise, ard assist US and allied forces or
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agencies.

* Parfcorm other SO as directad by the National Command
Authority or a unified commander.

6. Special Forces Limitations:

> ] The SF Group deperds on the resources of the Theater Army
(TA) to suppart and sustain its cperations.

* The SF Group camot conduct canventional combined arms
operations on a unilateral basis. Its capabilities are
limited to advising or directing indigenous military forces
conducting this type of operation.

* The SF Group does not have an arganic cambined arms

capebility. It habitually requires the support or
attachment of other combat, €S, and CSS assets.

L The SF Group carnot providr ~aurity for operational bases

- without severely degrading operational and suppart
capabilities.
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H. Ranger lhgina'rt.s

1. The Ranger Regiment is a highly trained light infantry force
cansisting of the Regimental HQ and three Ranger Battalioms capable of
conducting deliberate or quick-response Special Operations or light
infantry missions characterized by: detailed plamning, coordination and
preparation, decentralized execution, surprise, mobility, speed, violence

of execution, shock, deception and audacity.

2. Ranger Organization:

a. Rarnger Regiment.
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3.

b. Ranger Battalion,

L

RANGER
BN
: RANGER
); : o @
FIGURE 3-2-6. Ranger Battalion.

Ranger Employment Considerations:

* NOT designed for sustained combat operations.

* Narmally employed against targets and under conrlitions
requiring their unique skills.

*  Qriented on offensive operations.
* NOT regionally oriented, but deployable worldwide.

* NOT trained or organized to provide MITs.
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4.

‘Ranjer Capabilities:

* Deploys quickly to conduct operations on all types of
terrain and in all kinds of weather.

* Establishes a credible US military presence in any part of
the world to demonstrate US interest or resolve.

* Infiltrates and exfiltrates an operational area by lard,

sea, ard air.

* Conducts direct action operations to include raids,
ambushes, and recovery operations.

* Conducts special light infantry operations to include
seizing and securing airfields, port facilities,
cammmnications, centers, command and control facilities, and
critical choke-points on lines of cammnicatiens.

* Performs “hort-duration tactical reconnaissance in support
of assigned ranger missions.

* Operates for up to three days without resupply, amd for
longer periods when provided with accampanying or follow-on

supplies.
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5.

* Provides two ranger liaison teams to integrate the deployed
ranger force into the logistical, intelligence, and
operational systems of the supporting camander.

* Exercises OPON of other US cambat, CS, and CSS units.

* o:'rmctslimitedcmbatmtimsinanmawirawrt.

Ranger Limitations:

* Lacks the anti-armor firepower to conduct planned operations
against enemy armored forces, especially in open terrain.

* Tries to avoid the manpower—-intensive, high-casualty hattles
associated with MOUT.

* Has no arganic transportation or crganic casualty evacuation
capability. It has only limited CSS resources, making it
unsuitable for sustained combat operations without

significant augmentatiaon.

b Has limited arganic air defense capabilities.

* Has only 60m mortars for indirect fire support means.
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I. Special Operations Aviation (SQa).

1. The mission of SOA is to plan and conduct special air operations
in all operational envirorments in peace, conflict and war. .

2. SOA Organization:

*  Crews and aircraft have unique skills ard systems for ¢
clardestine penstration.
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Flight profile must avoid detection.

Slingload operations increase radar signatire and reduce

range.

Plamning and direction requires direct face-to-face
coardination with supported unit.

Plan for air combat operations. SOA Attack Helo may protect
SOA ard surface elements.

Joint suppression of enemy air defense (J-SEAD) must support
SOA withaut compromising clandestine penetration.

Conducts Joint Air Attack Team (JAAT) operations in denied
ar sensitive territary to support SO or as part of a joint
secard echelon attack (J-SAK) operation.

Suppart sprscial operations in urban terrain.

Coduct cambat search and rescue (CSAR) in support of SO
missions.

Conduct MEDEVAC of SOF casualties as a primary mission or on
the return flight of ancther mission.
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4.

*  Requires near real-time intelligence during mission planning
and execution.

* SOA missic.. planning dictates collocation with supported
unit.

* SOA special operations peculiar Class IX and maintenance
qupport.

SOA Capabilities:

* Possesses unique skills and systems for clandestine
penetration of hostile airspace.

b Can perform contimious cperations during visual and marginal
weather conditions and during instrument weather conditions.

* Can strategically éelf—deplay {(medium and assault
helicopters only) and conduct joint shipboard operations.

bd Can perform AVIM and AVIM on all assigned aircraft,
armament,and avionics.

* Canpefformmitmintermnemalloﬂxerozganicequipnent.
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SOA Limitations:

bd Deperds on Theater Army (TA) to provide manpower, special
tools, and test, measurement, and diagnostic equipment to
perfarm decentralized maintenance suppart beyond arganic
capabilities dquring wartime and contingency operations.

* Experds large quantities of aviation fuel and ammnition
during sustained operations.

* Is designed to operate fram a secure location.

* Has limited BEW capabilities.

* Has a consolidated food service section at battalion level
only.

* Has limited medical capabilities.

* Depends on a supported unit for all-souwrce intelligence and
aviation weather data.
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J. Civil Affairs (CA) Support.

1. Based on an analysis of METT-:-P, a Civil Affairs Direct Support
Team is normally placed in suppart of a separate krigade or equivalent SOF >
wnit.” This team is normally camposed of up to four persomnel who
augment the staff of the supported unit. The Civil Affairs Direct Support

L]
Team's mission is to support the commander in the comduct of military
operations to include:® >
* Advise ard assist the Cammander in fulfilling his legal and
moral cbligations IAW international laws and agreements.
* Identify and coordinate fdr local resources, facilities and
support.
*  Minimize civilian interference with U.S. military
operations.
* Supplement the intelligence gathering effart fram civilian
sources.
* Serve as the staff focal point for cultural considerations .
impacting on military operations. ¢
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3.

Civil Affairs Capabilities:

* Prcvidslan;uagearﬂareaqualifiedfmx:ticmlexpert‘s

* Exploits hostile political, econamic, social, and cultural
and ideclogical weaknesses.

*  Advises ard assists military forces plaming and
coardinating civic action programs into fareign internal
development plans (FID).

* Provides civil assistance to US sponsored goverrment
organizations.

L Advises and assists in planning and conducting populatica
and resource control programs.

Civil Affairs Limitations:

\

* Does not have organic cammmnications capabilities for
dirpersed elements; relies on supported unit.

* Has only minimal capability for cambat operations.

* Has limited crganic transpcctation, no organic casualty

3-41

y . . B LIwies S S0 SEEE—— [}



A

R o .7 B T N

P C - e

‘. 3 ST " Beiid

A By T T e B 1 T T M B N Sy T Y O 5 1 7m0 Y 3 8 M0 oSt T s o e M 2 ke B0 80 7 00 2 e

v

evacuation capability, and limited CSS resources, making it
unsuitable for sustained independent operations without
significant augmentation.

K. Psychological Operations (PSYOP) S.mt.g

1. The mission of Army PSYOP forces is to plan, conduct, and support

_ three categuries of PSYOP: strategic, battlefield, and consolidation.

The PSYOP Group tailors its resource to satisfy the PSYOP needs of the
supported conventional or Special Operations Headquarters. A Tactical
Dissemination Platoon is normally placed in support of a separate brigade,
or equivalent SOF unit. The platoon consists of two Audiovisual (AV)
Teams and three Loudspeaker Teams. The AV teams perform AV dissemination
of PSYOP products and have a limited print capability. The loudspeaker
teams conduct loud-speaker operations and develop PSYOP in support of
tactical operations, and civil-military operations.

2. PSYOP Employment Considerations:10

* Most PSYOP operations are joint in nature, with approval of
‘Psmmembei:gam'avedatﬂuecmcGrJTFlevel.

* Conducts and provides a PSYOP area assessment.
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3.

4.

* Facilitates gaining the suppcr* of the target population.

* Provides close and continuous PSYOP support to maxinize the
effect of CA cperations.

* Informs the world cammmnity of U.S. intent and goodwill.

PSYOP Capabilities:

* Loudspeaker teams can conduct tactical deception to sugport
offensive ar defensive gperations.

* Loudspeaker teams can suppart CA teams to influence or
control civilian/noncambatant/neutral persamel during
direct action contingency operatians.

* Provides contimuing analysis of political and cultural
factars to help maximize political amd psychological effects

of the operation.

PSYOP Limitations:

* Deperdent on supported unit for intelligence support to
develop effective tactical PSYOP.




* Wmumhdmitf&mﬁmktomﬂmte
with higher and adjacent PSYOP elements.

* Dependent on supported unit for CS/CSS of Tactical
Dissemination Platoon.

*  OPSEC considerations may preclude PSYOP exploitation of
ongoing operations.

L. Predeployment Activities.

1. During predeployment, SOF conducts detailed mission analysis and
plamning in preparation for execution of the specific contingency
missions. This includes task organizaticn of SOF elements ard
pre-positioning of forces. In-theater SOF may conduct liaison or
vcoozd:‘.natim with tx:st—natim farces to facilitate fcollow-on SOF ard
canventional units, and assist in development of intelligence to suppart
mission plamning. SFODAs are selected to conduct DA and SR missions prior
to initjation of overt military operations based on their regicnal
crientation, language capability, specialized training, and their ability
to canduct clandestine infiltration (land, sea, and air). Selected SFODAs
prepare for direct action missions to support the Ranger TF penetration of
the target nation (i.e. radar) and SFODA special reconnaissance missions
prepare to provide real-time intelligence on the Ranger targets and OPFOR
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reaction farmes. Ranger units are selected to conduct rapid, surgical
strikes, while minimizing collateral damage to facilities ar
noncombatants. CA and PSYOP elements are provided to the Ranger Task
Force to minimize noncambatant interference or collateral damage. USAF
and SOA assets are selected to provide clandestine infiltration and

suppart of SOF elements. SOF elements to be camitted are isolated to
conduct detailed mission plamning and rehearsals at home station or in a

Remote Marshalling Base (REMAB).

2. Oonsiderations by Battlefield Operating Systems (BOS) for the
employment of SOF during the Predeployment Phase of contingency
operations:

a. Intelligence, Electronic Warfare (IEW).

* Requires timely amd detailed intelligence for
deliberate plamning.

* Specizl Recamaissance mission planning requires early
jdentification of PIRs.

* SOA requires all-source intelligence ard aviation
weather data for planning.

* SOA requires EW suppart for plamning and execution of
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clandestine infiltration.

* PSYCP requires timely intelligence to prepare amd \
update PSYOP themes against target audience. ..
b. Maneuver.
s  Joint sppart for pre-positioning and deployment. (Qa, *
PSYCP and cambat control tesms are pre-positioned with
F
" the Ranger TF; Ranger Cmpany and SOA support are
” deployed to the remote marshalling base [REMAB].)
\
* Snulf-deplqmdhnuﬂasa-mnltheliccptersto
* JSOTF ADVMON conducts site survey.

C. Mobility, Countermcbility, Surviv.hility.
* SOF units camnot provide security for their operational
bases withaut severely degrading their operational and

support capabilities.

* SOF units have a limited capability t- operate in an
NEC envirament.
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d.

* OPSEC ard searrity considerations must be balanced
against the signature of joint rehearsals for
synchronization.

Fire Support.

* SF has the capability to employ direct and indirect
fire weapons.

* Rangers have 60xm mortars and 90mm recoilless rifles in
the Weapons Platoon of a Ranger Carpany.

L] Ranger and SF conduct detailed coordination for AC-130
fire suport.

*  SOA attack helicopters support SOF.

*  Use of PSYOP elements to disnupt and demoralize enemy
target population by leaflet ar loudspeaker operations.

* Rarger TF plans for use of PSYOP loudspeakers to

control civilian populace and minimize interference
with military operations.
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Air Defense Artillery (ADA).
* SF, CA, and PSYOP units have no crganic ADA.

* SOA attack helicopters have limited air-to-air
capability.

* Rangers have limited ADA capability (MANPADS).

Cambat Service Suppart (CSS).

* Long-term sustairment of SOF must be considered and
plamned early due to their limited organic ¢ss

capabilities.

*  Ranger units have no arganic transportation ar casualty
evacuation capabilities.

* Ranger units have very limited CSS resources, ard

cammot conduct sustained cambat without significant
augmentation.
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SOF maximizes use of host nation (HN) faci ' _.cies,
transpartation and support.

Command and Control (C2).

Tailer 2 and forces to meet requirements of
METT-T-P. (Political implications, terms of
reference/rules of engagement, lorg-term political
objectives, controlled psychological effects, unique
mission capabilities, minimize HQ layering.)

Joint and interagency plamning and execution between
ARSOF, AFSOF, and NAVSOF.

Deliberate plamning process (isoiation, mission
preparation, ard rehearsals).

SOF caomunications systems (TACSAT, TSC-99, HF Burst)
are not campatible with most conventional tactical
cammications systems. Ranger INO teams and Special
Operations Command and Control Elements (SOCCE) are
employed to provide liaison and cammmications with
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Section ITI. Licht/Heavy Forces

A bhrigade headquarters serves as the base for a division assault force
ard is complemented with appropriate combat, €S, and CSS units. This
Irigade is maintained at a high state of readiness to meet the division's
initial deployment requirement. The other brigades in the division
maintain various stages of readiness and deploy after the lead brigade.
The krigade headquarters is crganized to facilitate cammand, control, and
camunications for all assigned, and attached cambat, cambat support, and
canbat service support elements.

A. Maneuver Forces—Heavy.

1. Infantry Battalion (Mechanized) (Bradley (M2) Bquipped).

a.  Mission: To close with the enemy by means of fire ard
maneuver to destroy or capture him or repel his assault by fire, close
canbat, and counterattack.
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b. Organization:

R & HAC ANTIARMCR RIFLE

* Provides a base of fire and maneuver.

* Closes with the enemy in order to destroy or capture
him.

* Repels enemy assaults by fire, close combat, ard
caunterattack.

* Seizes and holds terrain.

* Maneuvers in all types of terrain and under all
climatic carditions.
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o *  Provides anti-armor protection within the capabilities
. of the Bradley fighting vehicle (BFV). |
* Conducts cambat operations under limited visibility
' carditions, employing night vision devices, wehicle
thermal sights, and surveillance equipment.
*  Provides arganic indirect fire support (107mm [4.2%)
mortar).
* Provides battalion recommaissance support.
* Provides unit administration and logistics suppart to
assigned or attached units.
* Provides cammand, control, and staff plamning and
supervision of operations of arganic and attached
. elements.
* Capable of rapid movement and limited penetrations.
d. Limitations:
*

Mobility and firsrower are restricted by urban terrain,
jungles, forests, steep and rugged terrain, amd
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significant water obstacles.

b Consumption of Classes ITI, V and IX are high.

* Small dismount strength.

© 2. Headquarters and Headquarters Comparny.

a. Organization: See FIGURE 3-2-9 thru3-2-17.
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FIGURE 3-2-13, COMPANY MARVIAANCE TEAMS.
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b, Capebilities:

. Provides camand, control, staff plaming, am
supervision of arganic and attached elaments, .

. Provides battalion syply/resgply sgyport.

’ Provides centralized battalion measing.

*  Provides unit level health services myport for the
battalion, to include collection, triags, treatme.t,
and evacuation; qmua the battalion aid station;
supervises combat lifesaver program: establishes and
applies preventive medicine program; stocks and
provides Class VIII spply support; provides aidmen to
rifle ard anti-armor campanies.

. Provides acninistrative and logistic suppurt to
assigned or attached units.

* Provides organic indirect fire support with six
track-mounted 107m mortars.

* Provides b