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The purpose of this study is to analyze Union offensive operations
during the Atlanta Campaign of the Ameriran Civil War with respect to the
principle of the objective. This highly successful caupaign split the
Confederacy.

The problem in this study wvas to determine vhether Sherman applied the
principle of the objective prior to and subsequent to the capture of Atlanta.
The primary source used for the study was the War of the Rebellion: A
Compilation of the Official Records of the Confederate and Union Armies
featuring copies of the original telegruph messages and correspondence.
Sherman's private correspondence to his wife and to his brother in the U.S.
Senate vere alsc examined.
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Among the more important conclusions of the thesis are:

1. The Union commander applied the principle of the objective during
the campaign pushing the Confederate forces to a town 20 miles south of
Atlanta, and forcing Confederate sbandonment of Atlanta. 3

2. Sherman failed to apply the principle of the objective upon “he
occupation (capture) of Atlanta.

3. Sherman cautiously protected his railroad lifeline to Tennessee
until sufficient forces were allocated to Major General Ceorge H. Thomas,
his subordinate, who was defsnding Tennsssee. Only after receiving author-
ity from General-in-Chief Ulysses S. Grant did Shersan turn away from Hood.
Trusting Thomas to protect Tennessee fram Hood's army, Sherman concentrated
on his nev objective of destroying the southern will to fight. Planned
destruction of the South's wer meking resources began with Shu-n'o subse~
quant march to the sea.
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to snalyse Union offensive
operations during the Atlanta Campaign of the American Civil War
vith respect to the principle of the objective, Hajor General

William T, Sherman led the Union amy to victory over the Confederate
army., This highly successful campaign split the Confadsrscy, The
primary source used for the study was the War of the Rebellions A
Compilation of the 0fficial Records of the Confederate and Union Armies,

Conclusions of the thesis are that Sherman applied the principle of the
objective until the capture of Atlanta, but tisreafter failed to apply
the principle until receipt of & changs in mission,
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AESTRACT

The purpose of this study is tu anslyze Union offensive
operations during the Atlanta Campaign of the American Civil War
vith respect to the principle of the objective, This highly
successful campaign split the Confederacy, .
Jajor Genersl willian T, Shemman led ths Union argy
to victory aver the Confederate army coromarded first Yy
Lisutenant Gereral Joseph =, Johnstor and later bty Lieutenant
General John B. dood. The corduct of the campaign deep witiin
the South featured herculean logistical achievements as well
as trilliant tactics. Timed to coincide with operations in
the Eastern treater, Slierman's parochial execution of his mission
kept maximum pressure on the Confederacy, At no time could
Johnston or Hood reinforce Lee in the Eastern theater, nor could
Les reinforce the Confedorate army in the Westerr ..sater, The
campaign ended on November 12, 1864 when Sherman, having pursued
the elusive and highly mobile Confederates ‘nto Alabama, withdrew
from contact,
The problem in this study was to determine whether
Sherman applied the principle of the objective prior to and
subsequent to the capture of Atlanta, The primary source .
used for the study was the War of the Rebellions A Compdlation
of the Official Records of the Confederate and Union Armies
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featuring copies of the original telegraph messages and
correspondence, Sherman's privat: correspordence to his wife
ard to his brother ir the U,5, S'mate were alzo examined,

Amorg the more important conclusions of the thesis
are;

1. The Union commander spplied the principle of the
objective during the campsign pushing the Confederate farces
to & town 20 miles south of Atlanta, and foreing Confederate
abandorment of Atlanta,

2, Sherman failed to apply the principle of the
objective unon the occupstion (capture) of Atlanta,

3. Sherman cautiously protected his railroad life-
line to Tennessee until sufficient forces were allocated to
Major Jenersl George &, Thomas, his subordinate, who wms
defending Tennessen, Cnly after receiving authority from
General-in-Chief Ulysses S, Grant did Sherman turn away from
BEood, Trusting Thomss to protect Tennessee froa Hood's
sy, Sherman concentrated on his new objective of destroying
the southern will to fizht. FPlanned destruction of the South's
wvar makirg resources began with Sherman's sybsequent march

to the sea,
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Tr 1979, I was assijned te leadquarters, Third Army at
Fort !icPherson in the heart of Atlanta, loorgli. !, duties rejuirsd

daily contact with the State .ational Guard offices of the seven

southoaste:n states and their neo;lc, bota military aid eiviliazn,
vorttern by birth and associations, Army 1ife had served to insulate ae

from sectionalism. It was 3 new world for me, Perhaps thore vas no .
. real fifference, It may be that I Zound only what I wanted to Ii2?) a

schism rarely discerned today. A feeling of differences .l tracdition

and culture going heyond the distinctior Letween citizen soldics and

active duty soldier; differunces more sutile than between mildlary anu

civilian, extendir.z back a hundred years in tinme to South versus .iurth,

Once perceived, the feeling of heritage--a warm persgnal feeling; of

finding a tie-in to the past, began ty increase, Little things became

magnified in significance., Commuting to the Post daily I drove over a

superhighway which passed through the site of the Battle of Atlarta,

passing the memorial marking the place of death of Union Major lierneral

James B, McPhersor., I drove pust Cakland cemetery filled with Union

and Confedorate dead, past the Jeorgia Archives miracalously rreserved

in the new windowless blocihouse type building, and pact the Statu 5
Zapitol. Daily I drove past the tourist attraction, Pattle of Atlanta

Cyclorams, restored and enshrined in a recreational area named ufter

the Confedorate on;ineer who 23signed and built the city's defenses,

Grant Park, A return by sedan from temporary duty at Fort Stewar:,

Georgia (near Savannah, Georgia) zave me inother view, Along thi road
anclient crumbling masonacy chimreys and fireplaces stood alone like
tombstones Lostifying to the aristunce of 3 population long since

v
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Cooy cveilable to DDC does not
perit fully legible reproduction
vi
wi;rmated La the clities, Cr, in rofle-tion, were ey "Shepman's
Sectinels,” the remair - of butldings ‘wrned 4y the =rlit wings of
Steman's amy to coorlinate the farward elensnts ‘n the march to
the sna?

The de Cacte segrapation of the Third Army Headquarte:rs and
Shithera offiees with whiech I coordirated dailly, 7 accepted as normal,
in a Llizotnd way my rative ™icago had always showr, strict raclal
teundarles whick made 2tlanta appear progreasive tv comparison,

Wrat arated and ~ntertained me wac the fact that ALlanta, although
burued Lo the cround by the "nlon army, had retainad innuscrable tiec
to the past, {1 the other hand, T:icagn retained no Lies, wit! the
eingle axer:tion of a water tower, afte: the grest fire of 1871
started {omomintously by a lowly ccw, The Chicago "survivor® szorved
more as 8 mnunent to a city carelrss with livestock than a shrine to
pat:rints, whateve= thelr causes and tellefls,

Tor tuws sears I felt more a3 part of the erents ol Lhe past
L5711 0" the oresent,  Yhat T ossw and felt made me -onder sver wiy
Star-mr marched 45 the sea :nstexd of pursuing the “onfedarate 3y,
Prioe to y arrival at the 1,7, M*rmuy Command and Ceneral Dtalff Collece

i, Jirm tlecit tspie waz selentet, -ulconcoiously, if not conselously,
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The Trireiple of tin Ji ective v L% LT sow svppetoed Lo

-

wread la scaye, 1L underziores i dmpeceane o7 o Tiagly del

’
deeteive and atesinalle blecllves Too 270 Allwmy ornoatioas,
defires the Wtiste st e tio of was ao the dulea’ 7 WUl raery*
Jorcez, T.2 principle lurties anpiasizes thel nach laterncaizote
objective be such that its atlairaent =zost directly, julckly anl
econor.i:ally contributc %o the purpose o7 the opcratlon.: Sherar's
abanconent of the pursuit and decziruction of Lhe Jonlonderate 3
Lollowing tie capitulatior of /Atlanta will lorg e arjzec ty
politician: and sirategists, s Turnls, of ~ulanta and uxienzise

Clgmagh

destructio.: of ;uulic and private property along a mile Teal
deorgia and the “arolinas proved equally juzellng o Suatosrners and
norai.sts,

The olLjuctive of this stuly is to examine Uniia olfensiv.
operations during the Atlanta caxpaign in tems of the Princdple ¢l
the Cbjective in wn effort tn determine whether that pricciple wac
apnlioed prior to and subctequent to the capture of Atlanta. Further,

to determine othes facters which, in addition to the application of

Iflr:partmnt of tha Army, ield 'inual 100=5, Cperation of “r-
Torces in the Field {Washinglonsy overiment :rinting Cffice 12I0Y,
pe 51, "Trinci;lo of lhe Cljoctive. Iivery militar, opcr-tio:: it e
directen townrd » cloarly delined, decisive, and atia 1mable ot:lr. :t ive,
Tho yltimate lri"i tary objoctiw.- o war 1: thu dofeat of the ers:. '3
ared forens, Tl obJec.uw of each operatior must «.ont.r“ut.. -c. the
i1timate ohlectiv:, DTach intemﬁd.ate nbjective must be =uch L.t its
attaiment will vost dipmcty, qulckly, and ec:omldany :rntru.at.e Lo
the ~ur;ose of the operationi. Thu scluctlon ¢ an objective buzed on
consideration of Lho missicn, the moars avail-iLle, the eme: gy and tle
operatiunal arei, 3Zver; commaider nust under: land and claarly Jdefine
his nbjective a:! consiler eaci cantemplated aclion ir 13ht thercol,”

’
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the principle of the objcctive, assured succcss.

Midle it 1s not possicle to divorce complately a miiitary
campaipn from real world considerations of econumics and politics,
the scope of this treitisc is limited to military aspects only, except
where I have found them to be inseparable, Other evemts of the dny
played a roie but were not researched,

The elements of iiational power will drive policy and the
statements of military objectives in the wars to come, as in the past.
Howcver, the student of military science, and more importantly the
tactician should revicw his purpose. It goes beyond taking the next
hill or restoring the lationui boundary penstrated by.invasion. This
study may serve to reinforce that review by snalysis of Sherman's
dilemma of the objective in the last century.




CHAPTER 1

PERSONALITIES, COMMAND STRUCTURE, THF. MISSION

AND PRELIMINARY LOGISTICC PROBLEMS

The Atlanta Campaign of the American Civil War began ia April

1864 and, for the most part, took place in North Georgis. Uaion Major

General William Tecumseh Sherman vas confronted by the Confederste Aray
of the [ennessee, led initially by Lieutenant General Joseph E. Johnston,
and, following Johnston's relief, by General John B. licod. Gemeral
Sherman's subsequent bold advance into the heartland of the Coafederscy
von a strategic victory by carturing the Gate City of the South——Atlanta.

The seizure of Atlanta, like the seizure of Vicksburg in 1863, further
subdivided the southern states. Hovever, the Atlanta victory 4id not
destroy the Confederate army. This Union victory wvas generally credited
vith influencing the reelection of Abrsham Lincoln (against his former
general-in-chief and Democratic opponent, Major General Gsorge B.

McClellan, ironically running on an anti-war platform).
The town of Atlanta served as a railroad hud vwith four spokes

radiating to the key southern communications centers of Chattanooga;

Montgomery: Macon-Savannah; and Augusts-Charleston. To the Confederates,

loss of the communications center and arsenal of Atlanta vas a hammer

blov to the vitals of the Confederacy.
General Sherman, Commander, Military Division of the Mississippi

reaped the credit for the capture of Atlanta. He further devastated

Confederate morale in the Confederute army through destructiom of public

and civilian property throughout Georgia, South Cerolins end North

Carolina. The Confederate army vas not destroyed until three months

1
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after the capture of Atlanta Uy Mujor General George . Thomas.
Sherman, out of communications with his subordinate, Thomas, was unable

to support him from Savannah. History only nominally creaited Cherman

with the firal victory over Hood.
General Sherman's plans wvere approved by General-in-Chief,

Lieutenant General Ulysses S. Grant. Although Major General lienry W.
Halleck and Mr. Edvin M. Stanton, Chlef-of-Staff and Secretary of War
respectively, inlluenced General Grant, only the Commander-in-Chief,
Abraham Lincoln, could override Grant.l Sherman's loyalty to Grant ves
consistent in the ever changing scene of Civil War and post-Civil War
America. A brief sketch of Grant provides some background vhich
explains the harmony in the Grant-Sherman command relationship.

General Grant vas born om April 27, 1822 in Ohio. lils father
vag a farmer. He entered the United States Military Academy in 1835
and graduated four years later, 2lst in s gradusting class of 39.2 ke
vas commissioned Second Lisutenant of Infantry. Three years later he
ssv service in the Mexican War during vhich he earned drevet rank of
captain. A subsequent assignment to California separsted him from his
family. He resigned in July 1854 at the age of 32. Por the next seven
years he tried faruing near St. lLouis. Incapacitated by fever and
sickness in 1858 he moved to Galena, Illinois and took a job as s clerk

1y, Harry Williass, Lincoln and His Generals (New York:

Alfred A. Knopf, Inc., 1952), p. J02.
2James Marshall-Cornvall, Grant as Military Commander

(New York: Van Nostrand Reinhold Co., 1970), p. 29.
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in a leather store owned Ly his father.3 (At the outbreak of the var

ke vent to Springfield vhere, as assistant to the Illinois Adjutant
cenonl'. his experience and abilities were recognized. He vas

promoted to colonel of volunteers by the State Sovernor and given
command of the 21st Illinois Regiment. Six months elapsed before the
War Department acted om his original request for return to active duty
by promoting him to brigadier general. Grant fought along the
Mississippi and Tennessee Rivers vhere tactical successes st Fort's
Henry and Donalson led to his selection as Commander, Department of the
Mississippi. One of his subordinates during this per. ~-. vas General
Sherman. Grant's cepture of Vicksburg and opening of the Mississippi
River to traffic brought further notice by Linculn vho nine months
later selected Grant to replace General Meade as General-in-Chief."

The relatively mateoric rise from obscure clerk in as Illinois mining
town to the Nation's highest military rank had takea less than four
years, After three and a half years ofmmcohmto-dsqmn.
Grant had moved his army, conducted joint operations with the navy,
fought and defeated a large Confederate force in battle, and captured a
key strategic objective, Lincoln's selection criteris vas comprehensive,
The product vas the military leader the nation needed. Lincoln's
reneral vas s decisiommeker vho thrived on mission-type orders, could
accept guidance, md sbove all accomplish great things vith minimm

3Marshall-Cornwall, y.33.
"vun-. p. 299.
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prodding or supervision. 5

Ceneral Sherman's life vas similar, {n certain respects, to
Grant's. Born Pebruary 8, 1620 in Lancaster, Ohio, he vas the son of
a rising lavyer and circuit judge. Upon his father's desth, Willism

Tecumseh, one of elever Sherman children, vas “aken in by Thomas Eving,
8 lavyer and close friend of his father. From the tender age of nine,
"Cump” as he wes called by his family, grev to manhood strongly
influenced by his stepfather's conservative political vievs.6 Tvo
years later Cump's stepfather vas to be elected U. S. Senator from Ohio.
Tecumseh'’s younger brother John wvas adopted by & prosperous serchant
and as the years passed became a U.S, Senator. The political thought
contained in correspondence betveen Sherman, his stepfather and his
brother John Sherman kept him sbreeast of happenings on Capitol Hill
throughout his long career.

In 1836 Sherman vas nominated by his Senator stepfather to
West Point. The strong influence of his stepparents tovard providing
motivation, a sound secondary education, and character development
served Cusp well, He graduated sixth in a class of forty-three and
was commissioned Second Lieutensnt of Artillery in June 1840,

Sherman's initial assignment vas dictatea by his branch
selection. Artillery units vere engaged fighting the Seminole Indian,
80 he vas posted in Florida. Subsequent essignments to Fort Morgan

Williems, p. 269.

6Jases M. Merrill, Villlem Tecumseh Sherman (Nev York:
Rand McNally & Co., 1971), pp. 4i-42.
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(vicinity of Mobile), Alabama, and Fort Moultrie (viciaity of Charlestom),
South Carolina, vere interrupted by temporary duty im Marietts, Georgias,
and northern Alabeama. Thus, assignments from 18.0-1845 provided an
sppreciation of the terrsin, people, and customs that would prove
invaluable on battlefields 20 years later.l As the Mexican War began
Sherman's request to join the forces being sent to the southwest vas
parried by the Adjutant General Department. A recruiting assignment in
Pennsylvanis, folloved by orders for California, kept him out of the var.
li{s contemporaries gained invelusdle vartime experience. Some gained
brevet promotion. Promotion to captain did not come until 1850. Low
army pay and a desire to strike out on his own in the lucrstive banking
business in San Prancisco caused his resignation from the Army in 1853,
With banking failures in San Francisco, Sherman left dbenking and turned
to the practice of lav in 1857, as & memter of the Kanses Bar at
Leavenworth, Kansas. = became s partner of the firm “"Shermaa, BEving
and MeCook.” Business went slack. He speculated on & small feed grain
business hoping to sell coran to gold rush traffic through lLesvenvorth
and failed again. Selling his Leavenvorth property in March 1959, he
applied and vas accepted for a Job as superintendent st a nev military
institute (now Louisiana State University) bdeing opemed in Alexandria,
Loutsiana.b Here, his strong political views wvere clearly in the

minority.

THerrill, p. 60.
Averrill, pp. 133-13k.
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Sherman accepted slavery vithout remorse, but he could uot
resis® the ltrang antislavery stand of his brother in the Sepate and
his owm strong antiseccessionist beliefs.? We resigned Croam the
position of superintendent and moved dack to St. Louis and the position
of president of a streetcar company. Through his brother John and his
brother-in-lav and former Leavenvorth lav partner fom Ewing, nov the
U. 8. Senator from Kansas, Sherman was reinstated as colonel, 13th U, S.
Infantry, s Regular Army unit.l0 Thus, Sherman's life paralleled Grant
by State of birth, o;mcluon. resignation from the Army s{x years
bef¢re the wvar, and sudbsequent reinstatement.

He vas bnvqm as Brigadier General of Volunteers. On
temporary duty at the first battle of Bull Run he commanded a trigade
in the Union debacle that folloved.ll lis lov regard for green
volunteers and politicians vho spoke of quick victory over the South
hardened. After Bull Run, Sherman wvas assigned duty in the West, lis
frustrations in Kentucky led to near mental bdreakdown and furtter
Teassignment. General Halleck, Sharman's superior, though skeptical of
his actions, was convinced of his abilities end, after s furlough, a

9%illiam T. Sherman to John Sherman, January 16, 1860 and
Jaguary 16, 1861, William T. Sherman, The Sherman Letters:
Correspondence Between Gemeral and Senator Sherman from 1837 to 1891,
Chereinafter cited as The Sherman Letters) ed. Rachel Sherman
Thorndike (New York: Charles Scribmer's Soms, 1894), pp. 79 and 10S.

10prancis B. Heitman, Historical Register and Dictl%% of
the United States Army, From Its Organization September 29, 179 to
Merch 2, 1903 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1903 reprinted
Urbana, University of Illinois Press, 1965), I, p. 882,

Uyincent J. Esposito, West Point Atlas of American Wars (Nev
York: Fredrick A. Praeger, 1959), I, Maps 20-2k. '
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T
nev asrignment provided the needed opportunity to redeem his repatation.
Working for Grant in the West, Sherman's self confidence mended vith
each success. In the Bastern theater, however, events transpired vhich
vould create nev opportunities.

President Lincoln grappled vith the problem of developing &
vorkable Union strategy. Meade's failure to pursus Lee's beaten army
following the battle at Gettysburg typified the failure of the military
mrind in the Eastern Therter to understand the most important objective--
destruction of the Confederate army. After congretulating his troops
for stopping Lee's inveding army, Meade displayed his weakness of
st. itegic thought by urging his troops to "drive (the enemyl from our

s011" instead of directing the pursuit and destructios of Lee's army. 12

After revlacing Meade, Grant's first directive to Shermsa in 186k
clearly demonstrated his correction of this fault. As General-in-Chief
he wvrote to Sherman in Chattandoga, explaining the strategy vhich he

would execute to attack in the ecastern and western theaters simultan- e
eously. o

You C(Sherman] I propose to move against Jehnsten's army to

break it up and get into the interior of the ememy's country as

far as you can, inflicting all the damage you can agiinst their
var resources.l3

12y2111ams, p. 263.

131ysses S. Grant to Willism T. Shermen, April b, 186k,
The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official "Records of

the Union end Conredeutc Armies. Chereinafter cited as ORJ, prepared
under direction of the Socretu'y of War pursuant to Act of Congress
approved 16 June 1880 (Washington: Government Printing Office, 1880-1904),
OXIT, Pt. 3, pp. 2k6-T.
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Grant sav the eneny as the otjective, not the terrain. The will of
the southern people provided another objective.

Sherman's reply six days later proved that he understood clearly
the sirategic significance of Grant's order. lils first sentence after
acknovledgement of his orders reed, "That we are nov all to act on a .
common plan, converging on a common centre, looks like enlightened vu'.":'
He gubsequently reiterated his mission as "I vill not let sice issues
drav me off from your main plans in vhich I am to knock Joseph Johnstoa,
and to do as much damage to the resources of the enemy as pouiblc."w
After sketching Lis implementing plan he noted:

o o « Dut I will ever bear irn mind that Johnston is at all times
to be kept so busy that he cnagot. in any event send any purt of
his command against you . . U

Shermen's objective wvas the Confederate Army of Tennessee. Prior to
exbarking on this mission, Sherman gave first priority to logistics.
He calculated the number of men, horses, and guns he would have
to support once the difficult task of assembling forces had been
completed by his subordinate commanders. PFurloughed regiments and
divisions wvould be ordered back to Chattanooga. The shortage of
draught animals for wvagons and guns could be offset by the railroad

line., However, Sherman could not i{uprovise for cavalry. He considered

14y1111an T. Sherman to Ulysses S. Grant, April 10, 186k, OR,
m' n. 3’ p. 312.

15gnerman, OR, xxxxy, Pt. 3, p. 313.

16 Sherman, OR, LXXII, Pt. 3, p. 314,
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the lack of sdequate cavalry mounts a serious wveakness based om

messages and reports dispateched throughout the eupsim." While
Sherman considered cavalry to bde a veakness, he frequently ooasted of
his army's logistical strength, its railroad,

The railroad and its accompanying telegraph vas to btriag ebout
the generalizction that the Civil War vas the "first of the modern
vars.”18 Time and space factors were as radically chenged by this
technology as the improved ausket, rifle and rifled cenron. 7The
effect of fighting the wvar vith the last var's logistics vas as self-
defeating as fighting vith .le last var's tactics. Sherman's "hoofad
fleet” could not even carry his army to the outskirts of Chattanooga.
iis gloomy estimate of 30,000 dead cninals and ite impact upom the
proposed campaign veighed heavily upon him. The situation called for
centralized military management of the railroad. In a letter to his
brother John he foresav the political iwpact and settlsd upom & solution
vhich vas to have an adverse effect upon public opiniea.

. +» + I expect soon to have & nev hovi against me, The poes-
sures to go in our cars to the front was so great and the
difficulty of getting to Chattanocoga so momentous, that I
ordered absolutely no citizen, private freight, or anything
but freight purely mili to be taken till the waats of the

troops vere supplied . . .

(New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1930). p. 429

1841 14em T. Sherman to John Sherman, April 15, 1864,
The_Sherman Letters, p. 226,

178. H. Liddell Hart, Sherman, Soldier, Realist, American
). p. b29.

1991111am T. Shermen to John Shermen, April 11, 186k,
The Shermsn Lotters, p. 227,
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Skerran celerre! to the lorg haul from his headjuarters and supply tose
at Xasrrille to hiu forward sunply tase st Chatinooga, Sherran w3
correct, the "howls™ reached Waslli.gton. Although: Lineoln guenticned
Sheman's regulatsry pollicy, ne did ot Interfere with it, Clar-cter-
icticall;, Sherman ordered his army ‘o share with cilizens the lurdshiyli
of mecager transmortatica, while cuppliec for the ~ilitary world move Ly
train, bee?l to fced his amies would be driven on font, Raturnin-
furlouched soldiers were marchad to the ‘ront, Sherran estimated that
130 cars carrying; 10 tons eack wou'd have to arrive dwily to suprort
his 100,000 man semy ard 25,700 ant-als, lore cars were urgently needed

to sugient exdsting rolling ctcek fma nf luco ctives and ‘A0 curs to

AT

1090 locomctives and 1,007 cars,o”

Tre Atlanta Tazpelgn tecan with grovon high level Undon le.dors
2 comand., The close assoclation of these leaders and thelr nilitary
experience assurc! the complets ccmmunication of the campaizn's otject,
Deop penetratior. into Confndnrate held territory by a large Unlou force
prosonted serious logielical prollems which were, for the most part,

solvel,

2041113am T, Steran, ‘ocolirs of Willia: T, Sherma. {lew :ork:
Do Arelaton and Company, 1777Y, JJ, pe
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THE PDVANCE FiCl CITTALIC A T STIANTA

The nffansive operatinns ol Charmar's Atlunta Carpaiygn beger
‘e ey 1L wit) a movement to coutact at Daltou, Georgia, Rearganiza-
tinn of Lhe enmrand structure within Sherrun's [1litary Tivision of the
Uizsdessinel had beer acceomplished in April, The three armies of
Tteran's forct were comrarded by military :rofesci-nalc rrovea in
~ottkat, ioss r{Tactive gr:erals Lad been hanned %o weztern garrlsa.—xs.l
“ajor 7Feneral ‘ohn ), Scho®ield, Commander, drry o7 the ~hio (12,000
infantry and 5,700 cavalry, securad the east [lar: at Knoxville by
destroyinrg brid:es and the r-!lrcad toward Virginia and Jolned the
Srand iry as its lelt win;;.z tFigure 1) ‘ajor ‘ieneral Georgze i,
Thoras, Comanier, Ay of the Cumberland (55,00C Infantry and 5,000
“avalry' constituted Cherman's center,l Thomas had garrisoned

Tlattanongs wit' his army since its eapture by irant in 1863 and

Tyecor 5, imant te WiTlan T, Therman, pril 0, 'RAR,
Te Ty cf ghe abatllgs s L eemrilation of the £°f1leis) Recnede (T Lle
Tiicn ard Conl-deratc ARiies  [Lorelozliter clied it ON), prepared
znler dipecticn of the Sacretary of Vinr rurcuant to Ace of Congress
approved 15 Tine 12327 (Washingtsst  Sovermment Trinting Office, 199n.
17ouy, LU0, £t J, pe 2583 Shermar to Stephern A, Hurliat, foril 12,
*TM, rp. J24-7; “rant to Sherman April 15, 1%6:, p, 354 Sherman to
Lurlbut, April 14, 1244, -p, 3812, I!'ajor Genoral S, A, Hurlbut!-
r~11al at Hemphls for,.." marked timidity in the asna_emont of affair-
2ince Forrest passed nort: of ~nphis,"” e was cubsequently reassigned
to the zarrison at Cairo, I1linois,

23eport of Iffective Streagth and “lations, Healjuerters, Jilltrsy

Tivizion of the Mississip. i, April 24, 124, OR (CZI, #t, 2, p. 458,
Jor, vXITI, Pt. 3, p. 4ES.
11
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TURNING FCVEEUT AT DALTON

Figure 1

Soutces The Civil War, Stelly Foote, (.ew forks
wandon Jdousu, 197}, Ve 3y Pe 32h,
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13
socured the railrosd running through Chattancoga to Ringeld, Thomas
war a competent and reliable .ommander, but was not inown for his
spead,

Sherman's third tructed lieuterant was youn; ajor General
Jares 3, McPherson, '!cPherson corrmanded the Department of the
Ternesses, Sher-an's former command, ccmposad of 39,000 Infantry and
5,000 Cwalry.u These stren;th flgures were inflated, however, as
two divisions were on veteran Jurloush and 5,000 were detached to
sirticipate in the Red River Campaign. Thny were tc return to
McPherson's control by the lirat of llay, !{cPherson's perception of
inadequate strength as a result of these detachments was significant,
Shernan later had causo to regret McFlorson's tiinidity at Resaca as a
result of low strength, llcPherson'!s army had beer operating in
rortharn Alabama and Joined the Trand Arry as its right flank, It
was a lighter Zorce traiied to Sherman's austere habits, Sherman
favered the Arny of the Tennessee over the Army of the Cumberland
Sor rapid moves, Each army commander left troops behind to secure
its respective department and logistical facilities,

The terrain between Chattanocoga and Atlanta favored
defensive operations, Cross-compartments formed by ridgelines and
rivers, counled with densely woded areas, corifronted the attacking
forces, Re~onnsissance by cavalry and logistical suppert by wegon
train were significantly canslized and restricted by the road net,

%, tXxII, Bt. 3, p. 469,
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The absence of macadam roads furthor hampered mobility during
extended reinfall and +!e unimprovad roads becams & sea of mud
bogging down operatinns. The 138 mile distance between Chaltanunia
and Atlanta was greater than the distance butween Wastdngton and tre
Confederate capit.l of Richiaond, Sherman and his men drew comparisons
tetween the two theaters in lo;istics and tactical success achieved,
lack of a strategically assailabls flank (Ly sea) in the atlanta
Canpaign created total deperdence upon the single railroad lin'dug the
‘1litary Dlvision of the iississippi with its base of supply to the
..srth,

The shortage of mules, draught a:d riding Yorses further under-
scored the importance of rail -ovement, Sherman's mission demanded
m0bility. e nuver galned a relative advantage in mobility over the
Confederate army spposing hin.

The Confederate defenses of Dalton were strong. However, if
there were Confederavw wealmesses, they were ar extended supply line
from Atlanta and reliance on the Jestern and Atlantic Railruad.
Terrain paralleling the railroads proved to Le the battleground.

Rocky Face Ridge passed roughly perpendicular to the northern axis of
advance toward Dalton., cCuzzard's ioost, s srmall community on the road
paralluling the railroad Letween Dalton and Aingold dominated the only
pass through the ridgeline, The tesrain cunalized aovement and
restricted recinnaissance, Tie Confederste conv.nr:der used the

torralu to his advantags. {irutenant Goenural Joseph L. Johnston tad

assured comaend of the cvonladerats {orces at Daltan in 108¢73 after the
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relief of General Braxton Bragg. Dalton was the first of seven
Confederate defensive positions to be occupied, It was to be followed
in succession by Resaca, Cassville, Allatoons, Kennesaw Mountain,
Chattahooche River, and finally Atlanta, Sherman, swre of the
strength of the Rocky Face Ridge defense at Dalton, wms determined to
avoid a costly assault., He adroitly timed the sctivities of his three
armies to deceive Johnston, Recormaissance in April had revealed ihat
Shermsn could move a portion of his foroe through Rocky Face Ridge at
Snake Creek Gap exiting the ridgeline behind Johnston's army at lightly
held Resaca.’ Sherman had ru. forgotten his mission of destroying the
Confederate army, B. H. Liddle Hart described Sherman's plan as follows:
Sherman's plan at Dalton was to'make a neat incision in the
base of the tin so that the .10at dropped out, He aimed to use
the least possible pressure from the top, but to hold Thomss

andschot‘%cld"w to rush in at the first appesrance of
retreat,” :

McPherson was to make tic incision at Snake Creek Gap, Unkinged and
demoraliszed, the Confederate force retreating along the back roads esst
of the railroad would be dealt the decisive blow by the remainder of
Sherman's armies, '

Whether strategy or tactics, the maneuver ws trilliantly
conceived, 'In execution, ho'vevor, it falled, Sherman's trusted
mrotege’, McPherson, urged to move with the speed and boldness required

H1114an T, Sherman to James B, McPherson, May S, 1864, OR XXXVIII,
pPt. "'p PPe 39“‘00

63. B, Liddell Hart, Sherman, Soldier, Reslitt, Ameriocan {New York:
M. Mead & Co.. 1930). Pe mo
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by the plan, arrived late at Snake Creek Gap and failed to attack the
11zht force holdinglesaca , Sherman was to accept responsibility for

this failure:

Troops had to be rarched and collected from all parts cf lue
ocountry without attracting attention, and I got McFherson up to
Chattanoogs and on Johnston's flank before he suspected anything
more than a detachment of Thcmas' command.’

Though one might forgive McPherson for his timidity cdue to in-
adequate information of tle enemy's strength, his second error was
inexcusable. Passing through Snske Creek Gep on 9 May he sucoeeded in
reaching the railroad on the outskiris of Resaca, tut failed to destroy
the railroad, Sustaining 36 casualties, the Army of the Tennessss with-
drew to Smske Creek Gap. Johnston used the railroad to withdraw his
Confederate Army from Dalton to Resaca. It would take seven days and
3,375 casualties before Sherman would take a strongly reinforced Resaca.®
Sherman, after three weeks reflection pinpointed McPherson more accurs-

tely.

Had xy plans been exscuted with the vim I contemplated I
should have foroed Johnston to fight the decisive battle in
the Oostenmaula Valley be n Dalton and Resaca; but MoPhersen

was & little over-cautious,
General McPherson did not fail his commander again. He wms to die in

7W1111an T. Shermen to kis wife, May 20, 1864, Home Letters of
uensral Sherman, ed, M.A, De Wolf Howe (New York: Charles Scribner's
%m. I;E;,' Pe 2%0

S#111am T, Sherman to Henry W. Halleck, May 16, 1864
08. m. Pto “. PP 201'20 =

-

William T. Sherman to his vife, November 12, 1864, Howe
Letters of General Sherman, p. 296,
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17
annthor battle under similar circumstunces while protecting an open
flank of Sherman's army. The Snake Creek Gap opportunity ended with
arrival of Confederste lLisutenant General Leonidas Polk's Corps from
Atlanta and the withdraswml of Johnston to Ressca, The Confederate army
wac srowing progressively stronger as it rolled back on its line of
comunication. The arrival of Prlk's Corps brought Johnston's strength
to 40,000 troops. However, no major external reinforomment would be
provided, Although Sherman had failed to pin dow. the Confederate
force, he had succeeded in turning it out of strong defensive positions,
Pushed by an army almost twico its size, the Confederate force traded
space for time using the dctonu\;e terrain to advantage. Johnston
searched for an opportunity to strik~ at elements of the attacking
Union force and destroy them piecemeal,

Resaca offered defensive terrain similar in ome respect to
Rocky Face Ridge at Daltua., It was protected by an obstacle to the
west, s ridgeline and the Costansuls liver, Earlier in the year, the
Ccstanaula River had been favored by Johnston over Dalton as a defensive
position. Upon Bragg's relief, however, an investment of Confederate
resources had alreedy been expended, Goverrment pressure for a
Confederate drive into east Tennessee demanded an sdwanced base,
Johnston reluctantly aocepted and dsfended Dalton. Sherman attacked the
Resaca dotmo_s_ a8 2 diversion while moving a corps south around the
Confederate left flank.10 Johnston's army withdrew the next day.

103nerman to Halleck, Msy 11, 1864, OR, XXKVIII, pt. &, p. 133.
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With the Qustanaula River-Resaca defenses so easily turned,
Siierman acdvanced, (Flgure 2) He was now able to attack along two axis.
With cavalry and a small infartry furce he captured the important
Confederate industrial certer at lome unopposed, Hoving along the
railroad un a parallol line, tle Grand Army closed upor the new
Confederate deferseo positior st “assville,

Johnston viewed the Cassville position as unique. It favered a

imited Confederate sffensive il Sherman rmoved toward it as planned,

Correctly aralyzing terraln, routes of movenent and strength of Sherman's
three armies, all factors appeared to fit his concept. He planned to
destroy Schofield's Amy of the Ohio (1%,000) and dcfest Shermen in
detall before he could unite his forces.ll With the Union srmies

moving on three separate axis of advance separated by low uountains,
Johnston intended to stop or delay the left Union army with Polk's Corps
and then destroy it with s flanking attack from the east by Hood's Corps.
As Schofield advancod toward Polk in “he valley, Hdocd's troops were
inproperly positioned for an attack.l? Tine being critical, Jokaston
cancelled the attack and withdrew to an alternate defense position south
of Cassville. Here, Southerr. generals briefly argued the merits of

1 oseph E. Johnston, "Opposing Sherman's March to the Sea,”
Lattles and Leaders, ad Robert Underwood Johnson and Clarence Clough Buel
{wew Yorks .he Century Compsny, 1934-1887 republished by Thomas Yoseloff,
Ine., 1956), IV, p. 208,

12 ol nuton, Dattles and Leaders, IV, p. 268,



RESACA TO CGASSVILLE

Figure 2

Soirces Tho Civil War, Shelby Foote, (Mew Yorks
ouse, 1%). Ve 3. Pe 32“.
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defending thelr new position while under fire from Usnion skirmdshers,
Then they decided on crossing tho Btowal Yiver %o defend Allatouna Mas:.

Sherman responded Ly a {larking moveme:t urique in the Atlanta
Campaign for Lts bold movement away from the railroad., (Figure J)
Thomas and (!cPherson departed Xingston and the railroad, traveling bty
availaole country roads aluost due south to the Ztowah River and beycnd
to the vicinity of Dallas and YNew Zopw Church, Schofield moved
generally parallel, linking up witl. Thomas an? going into position
tetweer: lew liope Church and Lost Mountain, Uniia movements were
detected on ay 22, Johnston's Army countered thez Ly abandoning the
Allatoons positior for one extending from Dsllas to Lost lountain.

Sherman's strategy had exploited Johnston's timidity, his uver
dependence upon the railroad, and requirement to defend Atlanta, Rather
than attempt the plecemeal destruciion of Sherman's armies, buginning with
Schofield's nearby smaller force, Johnston again chose to defend. In
less than three weuks Sherman had pushed Johnston's army to within twenty
miles of Atlanta without a msjor battle. Sherman's extended line of
cormurdcations had not been siznificantly threatened or attacked. He
maintained telegraphic communication with his garrisons throughout
Tennessee, and the rest of the Union.

Johnston's defense of the Dallas-New Hope Church line stopped
the Union advance south, Howsver, Sherman had achieved his purpose,
do would not have t5 assauil the strong Confederate position at
Allatoona Pass, e could now "leapfroyg" his forces to the east and
regain the railroad pluc twenty miles of track without a fight, A
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strong atiack by ‘Inion Cereral Nioker's Corps (Thomas' army) at 4:130P,
ay 25, 1965, had fixed Johnstor's force in position.l? Joknston ws
avare of ;Jnion intentlions. e wrot. his superi-r, Gereral Lraxton ragg,
three days latery "The Federal ammy has ween approaching the rallruad Ly
intrenchnents for the last three days at the rate of atout a mile a dsy,"1%
Within ten days Polk's Corps was centered un Pire Mountain., He was
opposed by Thomas' Army, Hardee, on Polk's left was opposed by Schofield's
Ammy. Hood's Corpe, on the risht was opposed by licPherson's army., Three
weeks followed, during which Sherman attempted to outflank Johnston's left,
bowing back liis three Corps to & nurth-south line east of Sandtown ioad.
The Governor of Georgia raised an additional division for Johnston who
vsad it to gusrd the Chattahoochee “ridges and fords,

rdverse weather slowed all opsratlcrs, Summer rains begar which
continued througtout June. Wagon traffic cut rcad surfaces used in
supplying Sherman®s ardes and Confederate General Wheeler's cavalry
raldsthreatoned Sherman's railroad line of communication to Chattanooga.
Urion ¥a jor Jeneral Francis P, 2lair's Fifteenth Corps, 10,000 strong,
which had been on furlough, joined !cPherson's Army of the Tennessee,
Understandatly Sherman's force depended on his line of comrmunications,
te looked to his rear, reinforcing his garrisons. Concern for
Confodeorate Jeneral lathan Dedford Forrest's cavalry operating in
Wrst Tennessre required countermoasures from thinly held garrisons ard

13Shamn to ciherson, .lay 25, 1964, 0i, ZXXVIII, pt. &4, p. 312,

1"Jc:hmtcm to Braxton Yragg, May 29, 1864, Ok XXXVIII, pt. 4, p. 745
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aeneral A, J, Smith's force returning from the Rsd Xiver Caapaign.ls

208

!

Sherman's desire to destroy Johnston's army was Leing systomat- 1
irally replaced by a pattern of advancing and securing the Unien line
ol cormunications, Sherman was gaining ground, but not destroying the 4
T feterate force, la kept his three armies within suppcrting distance
ol fack: othor and, while the divisions and corps on separate cccasions
attacked Confederate pcsitions, Sherman's army, as a wwle, did not, -
At Kennesaw l'ountain Sherman could advance no further without ar all-out
attack, (Figure 4) Poor trafficability caused b; rains and the
extended distance to Schofield's army on the Unlor. right coapounded 1
logistic difficulties, Confederate occupation of Kennesaw FHountain :
provided observation of Sandtown loac which was used for hsuling sugpplies,
ard its a=tillery batieries dow..sted all Union activities within range.

Ster-an accepted his a.my commander's implied ccmplaint that they were | 2
being ovorextendsd in the attempt to outflank the “onfederste Kennesaw )
vouitain defense, His dry sense of humor led him to say to Thomas "I

" suppose the enemy, with his smaller force, intends to surround u."16

: Whether this was a rebuke of his army commarders or criticism of

Sy b

Confederate trctics i3 not nmam,lowcver he intended to capitalise on

the Confederate vulnerabdlity it created, "I propose to study the
. ground well, and the day after tomorrow breakthrough after letting liim

155herman tc George Z. Thamas, June 24, 1964, beginning "I am
directed,..", OR, XKVIIX, pt. 4, p. 562.

1%5herman to Thomes, June 24, 1864, beginning "Your note
mcei'do.." OR. mn. pt. “. PO 5’32.
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Figure 4

Sources The Civil War, Shelby Foote, (New Yoriks
Eouse, 1%‘). Ve 3y Pe 3960
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develop (overextend) his 1ire as much as possible , . .*17 His
attack order issued on June 2bth directed
Thomas will assault the enemy at any point near its center, l
e o o HcProrson will feign by a movenent of his cawelry and one
division of infantry on his extreme left, approaching Marietts
fron the north, and using artillery freely but will make his real
sttack at a point south and west and threaten that flank . . »
wvith artillery and display, but attack some one point of the
' enemy's line as near the :farigita ard Powder Springs road as he
can with prospect of success,
' To Ealleck the day before the attack he wrotes
,} I an maling some changes in the disposition of our men with
A a view to attack the enemy's left center, I shall aim to mske
hin stretch his line until he weakens it and then btreak throngh.
This fine distinction of Sherman's perception of his objective is
apparent, In attempting a penstration he was attacking Johnston's army,
not maneuvering against his line of cumunications, Sherman's attack was
a frontal assault typical of contemporsry tactics, Historians have
b characterized the Union operstion as, " , , , p&r]: planned, Sherman

used no deception to confuse Johnston , . 20
\ The assault, the only major attack msde at the time and place

chosen by Sherman, was a tacticel failure when messured against its
irmediate objective, After two hours of fightine, Sherman conferred with
his classmate and vise critic, Thomas., The consensus of opdmion prevailed,

175“0. OR, XXXVIII, pt. &4, p. 582,

» 1% pecial Meld Orders No. 28, :eadquarters, ¥ilitary Division
v of the Mississippi, June 24, 1864, CR, XXXVIII, pt. 4, p. 588,

N 195 pecisl Field Orders Bo. 28, OR, OXXVIII, pt. &, p. 9.

20y4noent J., Esposito (ed.), West Point Atlss of American Wars
iow York: Fredsrick A, Praeger, 1959), I, Map 146,
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Shermz:. ctopped tho attack, o decision was (1ined over the Confedorat-
fimy. 3Jnerran's cacualtiesy killed and woundec, wire considerable.
Thomas' army lost 2,000, and McPherson's iy lost 300, Sherman's report
to Was:iington the next eveaning listud his lossus and rationalized: “The
I7cility with which defensive works ol tirber and earth are constructes
Sives the party on the defensive great sdvantage,” He went or with his -
reason for not using an alternative to the frontal attacks
I cannot well turn the position of the enemy without

abandoning my railroad, and we ire already so far from our

supplies that it is as much as the road can do to feed and

supply the army. There are no supplies of any kind here,

I can pross Johnston and keep hiam from reinforcing Lee, but
to sssault him i: position will cost us more lives than we

can spare , . . . 1 do not suppose we inflicted heayy loss

on tho enemy, as he kept close bekind his psrapets,

Sherman reflected rhilosophically on the Kenmesaw battle losses ;

three days later,
It is enough to make the whole world start at the awful
moment of death and destruction that now stalks , . . I
begin to regard the death and mangling of a couple thousand
men a8 a srall affair, a kind of los?m dash--and it may
be wel® that we become so hardened,
Sherman becans hardened but not insensitive, Close friends of many
years foll, Colonel Dan McCook, Leaverworth law partner amd pal since
youth, ws killed whi.e eormdh; & brigade in the Kennesaw assault,
In communications with Thomas, Sherman struggles to justify the .

attack from still another view,

2gherman to Halleck, June 27, 1864, OR, DXVIIL, pt. &, p. 607.

zzShomn to his wife, Juns 30, 1864, Home Letters of Genersl
Sherman, p. 299,

—
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fad we brokon the line toda; it would Fave heen most
decisive, but 2s it is our loss is smsll, compared with some
of those in the East, It should not in tha least discoursge
us, At times asssults are necessary and inavitahle,
Aprarently despondent over an adverse press on his Kennesaw battle
Yysses twelve cays later, ke justified his frontal attack withs
I was forced to nake the cffort and it should have
suzceedodg but the officers and men have ween so used to
my avoiding excescive danger and foreing lack the enemy by
strategy that they hate to assi:lt; (and then reslizing the
heavy loss of general, field grade orficers snd men Sherman
shanged tack . . o [but to assault is sometimes necessary
for its effect on the enemy, 2t
Sherman was no stranger to the battlefield cy this time, Kennesaw was
not his first view of huran carnaze, He had teen a brigade coamander
at the first Zattle ~f Bull Run (13€!) as part of a force sustaining
over 2,5% casusalties (ironically A. I cated by Genmral Joseph E,
Jol.nstor), ite had fought at Vicksburg., It is interesting to note
Sherman's varied and charging reactions to the losses in the Ionnesaw
battle, First, he blaaged ‘he strong fortifications; second Lo declared
a frontal attack was necessary to av-i? i‘andonin; the railroad; thind,
"s small affair, s kind of morning dach , . . we toccar Lapdened";
fourth, "our loss is small compa.ed with . . , tiue East"; fifth,
"Assaults are necessary , . ., for thn troaps, "i.e,, good tralning;
cixth, "but to assault is sometimes recessary for its effect on the
enemy," It took Sherran two weeis to nentally find his way back to

tis objective--the decisive objective of destruction of Johnston's army.

235herran to Thomas, June 27, 1864, OR, XXXVIII., pt. 4, p. 611,
2isherman to his wife, July 9, 1864, Home Letters of General

Shemn, Pe Joi,
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Tuds cljective ellded hia until it was accomplisied by the sikill of 2
s berdiate,

iran’, no longer feare! Ler's re!rfurcenvnt 3y detactments t'rom
cohnston's any, A critical shortuge of food and foru_ e existed at
Rlchnond, Grart relieved Shorman of the additionsl btisden of seprraling
tho two Confederste armies,’S The effwct of this change was zmininal.
Later events reemphasized the importance of first cutting the Augusta
Railroad,

After the Kennesaw batile, dry weather {mproved the roads, A
single recognized zaln of the Kennesaw batile was the southern extunsion
of Schofield's line across Clley's Creek (an offshoot frcm the
Ciiattahoochee liver) on the Confedsrate loft flank, (Flgure 5) Thu
wakress at this point was oxploited, McFherson's army was withdrawn
fron the lire and marched south over the Sandtowr: Road, Johnston,
unable to extend his left [lank further to cover MNcPherson's movement,
withdrew to a new dcfensive position forward of the Chattahoochee River,

Jolnston's position west of the Chattahoochee River was made
untenable within a week by a demonstration on the Confederate left,
Union Erigadier General Kenner Garrard's 2¢ Cavalry Division crossed the
chattahoocheo itiver at Roswell, Next, Schofield crossed at Soap Creek
followed by 'cPhersyn's 15th Corps, reinforcing Garrard, Johnston with-
drew thu Confederatc army to the east side of the Chattahoochee,

On July 16, 18364 Sherman #as cautioned by Grant that Confederate
reinforoements of™ ., , . 25,000 troops may be on the way from Richmond

?3al1eck to Shwrman, cune ©8, 1864, OR, XOOVIII, pt. &, p. A29.
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) Flgure 5

Sourcey The Civil War, Shelby Foote., (lNew Yorks
m.—. IW“). Ve 3. Po M?.




x
e o " and to take defensive actlc.2® Sherman reacted by expedi‘ing
operations to cut the rallroad line entering Atlanta .rom thu ear..
Zach of Sherman's armies had crossed the difficult Chittahccchee Hliver
oFitacle by the 19th of July. Jolncton, at the urging of Lraxto:r Traygg,
was relieved for cause on 17 July 1264 ard replaced ty 33 year uld
Lieutcnant tenersl Join Sell ivcd.>? Skerman's new vgponent would fi;ht
radically different from his predecossor. ary "acrring Jsrliet” would
follow,

The Atlants Campaign carried Shurman over favorable defenclve
terrain to the Chattahoochoe River in two months, His objective of
breaking up the Tcnfederato army offcred him two choices, e could
attack strong defonsive positions fighting the decisive battle near
Chattancoga or, he could outflank the Confederate positions, with :a
intermediate objcctive of cutting their communications, and destroying
the Confederate amy while in retreat, Clherman chose the latter course
in each case except Kenresaw ifountain, Cherman's skill at manouvaring
the Union army was superb, At Atlanta he correctly perceived his
opponent would have to stand and fight., Hore again, the destruction of
railroads bacame an intermediate objective., In mdid-July, no natural
cbutacles opposed Sherman, The Confederate army stood alone un the
outskirts o a heavily fortified city,

26 ant to Sherman, July 16, 1864, OR, XXVIIT, pte S p. 149.

27confederate Sucretary of Har Jamos A, Seddon to Johnston,
Juu 1?| m(h. OR' mI. pt. 5' | 885.
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CHAPTER III
CAPTURE OF ATLALTA
linnaral Sherman began a distinctly different phase of the
Allanta Campaign with the crossing of the Chattoochees River, le chose
to avaid heavy losses by postponing a direct attac: on the tristling
defensas of Atlanta, lHis plan was simple in design, Rather than
cor:plete encirclement of Atlanta, it sought to isolate the city by
cutting its railroad links to the Confederacy, The Confederste Army did
not remain passive during this Union maneuver, In rapid succession Hood
attacked on July 20th at Peachtree Creek, on July 22d east of Atlanta, and
on July 23th at Ezre Thurch .23t of Atlants, Two corps of Hood's army
attacked Jherman's advancing columns & month later at Jonesboro, With all
four railroads into Atlanta cut, Hood evacuated Atlanta and withdrew his
forces south of Love joy.
“ach of these tattles shared several ocommon characteristics,
They were planned and imdtiated by the Confederates, In general, they
wera fought on terrain chosen by Hood, In esch battle Hood's losses werc
grestor than Sherman's, DEach battle irmediately jreceded or followed
the ‘nion destrmction of a rail:oad leading into /(lanta, The morale of
Haod's army dropped further with each successive engagment., The fourth
Lattle marked the end ol the phase, iHood was now free of responsibility
for protection of Atlanta, Sherman was in possession of Atlanta, As
previously mentioned, the first battle of this phase occurred due north
ol Atlants at a tributary of the Chattahooche River known as Peachtree

Croek,




The battle of Pg&chtrco Creek exploited the Confederate
slvantage 37 movement on interior 1ines (Figuru 6), It furtier
exploited the inability of the Uniun foree¢ to maintain a united {ront
while conducting its "right wheel” around Atlanta. Anticipation of
Confederatc offensive action did not slow the Union wovement, It
appears thet Sherman's haste to cut the Georgia railroad, thereby
separating !icod from Virginia reinforcements, worked in his favor.®
In ocurrent parlance, Sherman obtained a degree of security through
speed of movement,

The Battle of Peachtree Creek caught Sherman's army closing in
on Atlanta from the north, northeast, and esst. The lnion order of
narch was ! cPherson, Schofield followed by Thomas, Sherman's Special
Field Crders No. 39 published on July 19th prescribed operations for
July 20th beginning at 5 A.M. "The whole army will rmove on Atlanta by
the most direct roads."2 Thomss, from Buckhead; Schofield, from
Dcctor Powell'sy licPherson, ons or more roads from Decatur, wers to
converge on Atlanta, Shomn further stipulated "Each army commander
Vi1l scoept tattle on snything like fair terms, . .2 The publication

W1114an T, Sherman to George H. Thomss, July 16, 1364,

The War of the idebellion: A Compilaticn of the Official Records
of the Unlon ard Confederate i%u uhoro:lnn?tor cited as &”,
prepared wrler direction of the Secretary of War pursuant to Act
of Congress approved 16 June 1390 (Washington: Goverrment

Printing Cfftoce, 18%'1”). X(XvV1II, pt. 5, Pe 151.

25pacial Field Orders No, 39, Hoadquarters, “ilitary Division
of the Mississippi, July 19, 1864, OR, XI(VITE, Pte S5, p. 193.

35 pacial Field Orders Jo. 39, OR, XXXVIII, Pt. 5, p. 193.
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of Sher.:an's order coincided withi the grourd reconnaissance of tlic new
Confodcrate comrmandes, Food, rapldly locating his three corps, icsued 1

tae Jonfoderite atiack order fur July 20th to cormmence at 1 P.}Z.u

Technically both Unfon and T“onfedurate arvies were attacking
eacn other cu July 2Cth, The Union army attacked first, Tle Conleuerate .
arny uttacke! between 3 and & 7., Topular historical accounts
generally credit Eond's army alone as attacikdng, The fact trhat Sicrasn':
arvdes were already in motion accounts for the fajlure of Hooud's two
corps, oonducting his main attack to the north, to strike the Union force -
on its center, ilood's center corps (Hardee) displaced his furces to ths

vast bufore attacking. This maneuver delayed the Confederate attack to the .?
north until late afternoon, Thoass reported the results to Sherman at l
6115 F.ile  "he eneay attacked me in full force at about & 2., and 1
has persisted until now, attacking very fiercely, but he wes repulsed,, ‘
"5 Thomas sight have had further losses rom renewed attacks by

Confederaia reserves, However, the Union threat of Sciwfield and

..oiherson closin: in from the east aborted further confederate atuck.6

With darkness il Confederats amy withdrew into the Atlanta defenses,

n the 21st the Union armies made little progress, but Sherman reported
tho results of the previous days tattle to Washington:

a uJohn B, Hood to Joseph Wheeler, July 17, 1864, CR, XVIII, It. S,
t'e ”o
4

Sthoras to Sherman, July 20, 1864, OR, XKAVIII, Pt. S, p. 197.

6Foot0. Shelby, The Civil War (I'cw York: Randum Louse, Ine, 1974)
TII. Pe u?jo iy
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[the "onfederate ary'] left his dead and aar, wounded
la our posscs<ion, we retginin: undicputed ;mssesslion of sll
the ground fought over,..

3stimates of [eachtre-  reel. la'ile casualtiss var, in detail, Sherman
la*«r estimated his l:-sses at 1,570 (including killed, woundec, and
riscing), and Joad's losses at no less than 5,000, The greatest Usxion
lorsss wore sustained by ilooker'!s Corps {Thomas) which was caucht in the
open by tie Confederate attack,?

The Battle of Atlanta followed two days la‘er, It began during
continuation of the Union sdvance toward Atlanta from the east (Figure 7).
Yelwerson moving along the Jourzia rallroad with Yujor Genersl John A,
Lozan's 15th Corps on the right, Genoral frank P, “lair's 17tk Corp® ~n
the left, tralcd with Genaral Grenville I, Dodge's 16th Corps.?
.‘cPrerson intenled Lo set up a portior of his artillery on Leggett's
3111 to :hnll an Atlanta fcumdry, At the moment of tw CTonfederate
attack, lePherson was at cherman's headjuarsters at Howerd Houss located
ir ‘cPherson's rear, Unexplained sounds of heavy and intermitient gunfire

to the goutheast and at Decatur concluded the n«ting.m

7Sherman to Henry ¥, Halleck, July 21, 1864, OR, KXXVIIL, Pt. S,
pe 211.

BShcmn to Yalleck, September 15, 1864, OR, XXXVIKI, Pt, 1, p. "1

75pecial Field Orders No, 40, ileadquarters, :ilitary Divisisn of e
Miinsissippi, July 21, 1368, (R, AZKVIII, Ft, 5, p. 222,

1%5111an T. Sherman, Memoirs of William T, Sherzan (%ew Yorks
D, Appleton and Company, 1875), II, p. 75.
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SQURCEs Tho West Point Atlas of American Warc,
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A Confederate Corps Yad withdrawn soutl thru Atlanta's periseter during

tho early morning hours and, hooking to the northnast, struck Sh-eman's
left flank, Hood's plan was to roll up Sherman's army from the Uaion
left, Lieutenant Jeneral William J, Hardee's Confederate Corps struck
Clair's Corps, At the same time }iajor General Joseph Wheeler's Corps
atticked the Union trains parked “n the square at Decate=, The fighting
hegan at noon and lasted until dark.1l The center of the battle,
legzett's Hill, was to be immortalired by the great number of Confecerate
and Union dead buried later at nearby Oakland Cemetery., The 400 fc .t
three dimensional peinting 4(lanta Cyclorams was constructed twenty iears
later to memorialize the event still fresh in the winds of veterans,

General McFherson was killed noments after his meeting with '}
Shearman, YcPuerson having galloped toward 15th Corps made & quick
assescment of the Confedorate threat and dispatched his aides with orders
to his subordinate comnsrcers, Accorpanied by his orderly he ws
ctzllenged by a Confederate officer to halt, In an effort to escape, he
was shot, 12 Shermsn grieved the loss of the only T, S, army commsnder
killed in battle, 1’

Cheatham's Confederate Corps defending the eastera perimeter of

Niood to Confederate Secretary of War James A, Seddon,
Jlll] 22. 18&. c!l. xx'mn' Pt. 5. P. m

128111an E. Strong, "The Ceath of Hajor Genersl Jemes E,
VePierson, July 22, 1864, "(Unpublished handwritten account by fornmer
Insnector feneral and Chief-of-"taff, Army of the Tennesses, Chicagos
August 25, 1876), p. 41, in personal papers of researcher,

Ushernan to his wifs, July 29, 1°G4, Home Lotters of Genersl
Shesran, ed, 1A, Dewolfe :lowe {New York: Charles Scribtmer's Sons, 1909),

pe 306,
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Atlanta attacked Lezpett?!s Hill from the east at 4 P, ., This $1)-ii-eC
attack was also rcpulsed ty the Arqy of tls Trnncssee, but not brfore
scoring gains alnn; the railroad and capturing a four run battery of
twenty pound Parrott guns. Dy morning thie Confnderates haa withdrawn
into Atlanta, Hood's attack, deseribed by Union Corps commander !'a jor
General Frank P, Hlair as,",,.a very bold and a very brilliant one,..,"
hed been costly,l® The Confederate losses totalled 8,000 casualties, The
Urdon lost 3,700 men,13

The Union army now closed on the strong Confederate entrenchments
surrounding Atlanta, With Thomas and Schofield threatening the north and
east sides of the Atlanta perimeter, Sherman made two concentric sweeps
around the Confederats eity, The cavalry moved on the outer circle in a
two pronged pincer maneuver designed to cut the two railroads eading
into Atlanta at Palmetto and Love joy.16

Brigadier Genoral Edward !, iicCook led his First Cavalry Division
east from the Chattahoochee River to Palmetto Station destroying track
on the Montzomery aad Atlanta Railroad, Cnroute to the designated
objective of Lovejoy Station on the Macon railroad, he captured and
turned a train of 500 wagons and killed £00 mules, 1!2Cook arrived at
Lovejoy on time, :iis commander, Major General George Stoneman and the
attached cavalry division commanded by Brigadier General Kenner

1u‘i’v.mto. IIT, p. 484,
13Sherman to :alleck, Septembor 15, 1864, OR, XXOIII, Pt. 1, p. 75.

165pecial Field Orders No. 42, Headquarters, Military Division of
the Kiseissippl, July 15,1864, OR, XCKVIIT, Pt. 5, p. 255.
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Garrard did not arrive, Stoneman, apparently diverted by a personal
ambitisn to frea Union orisoners at Rome and Andersonville (100 miles to
the south), failed to 1inkup with Garrard's cavalry st Flat Rock, Garrarc
waite! two days for Stonenan and was then forced by “heeler's cavalry to
withdraw to the north, McCook outnumbered and unsupported at Lovejoy,
foucht his we; Sack to the west, rejoining Sherman's armmy, Stoneman
reached amon with three cavalry brigades, Awsre that he was being
gursued, ne headad north where he was stopped by a Confedorats cavalry
1zade, Stoneman ordered two of the brigades to breek out from what he
believed to be a complete encirclement, Stoneman supported the break out
with a third brigade of S00 men and then ignominiously surrendered after
tic hours,17 The overall effect of *“» cavalry raid, at a time oi great
oppcrtunity, vas a fallure, Sherman coulc scarcely conceal his scornm,
stating "2ut on the whole the cavalry raid is not deemed a success, , 1}
Shermss.'s nonination of Major General Oliver O, Howmre to command
¥eTharson's army was approved by Washington on 26 Jlﬂ.y.19 The change of
command occurr~d while on the move, for the Armmy of the Tennestee had
been put in motion eround Atlanta to strike the railroad at East Point,
Shernman, no believer in the efficiency of cavalry in effectively
destrcying railroads, had discussed the sweeping maneuver with McPherson

17Colonsl Wilbur S, Nye, "Cavalry Operations Around Atlanta”,
Civi? War Times Illustrated, (Gettyshurg, PA: Historical Times, Inc,, 17%),

Pe 3(-.
185)erman to Halleck, September 15, 1864, NR, XGVIII , Pt. 1, p. 77

1%4a10ck to Sherman, July 26, 1864, OR, SKAVIII, Pt. S, p. 260
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teforr nis Ccath?” Thus, the thaird battle for Atlasts begin ur
culy D, 105 as the by of thu Te nesse, nom vorry. oed L, diewl:l,
passe’ around the north side of Atlanta and ag;:vache! Legra Church,
(Figure 3}

gzra hurch had no particular significance to ilood with the
exception that it was ‘loca.ted on Lick Sidllet itvad. Thls road ran wes:
of Atlanta thru thu town of Lick S'dllet to a low water ford on the
Chattaloochee River, Hood detected thu pullback of Union forces cast of
lis purimetsr on culy 27th and prelicted the ultirute destination of the
Union force,?l He sent his old corps, now commarded Ly Licutenant
General S, D, Lee, to hold the lick Skdlloet Road, S, D, iLee's “orps
attacied the 15th Corps (Logan) {-om noor to & P.M, and then troie
conuc‘t. The rapidly vonstructed fortifications "thruwn up" by tne
Unton ‘troops wers not penetrated, Sherman characterized the Confedsrate
assault as

"magnificant, . . hls rerks broke, . . But they were
rallied again and again as often as six tines at some points,
and a few of the rebel officers and men reached our line >f
rail piles only to be killed, . ."
Cherman had praise for their courage but scorn for Confederate tactical
Judgment, He further coamented on his adversary's attack,". . .

founded on an error that cost him sadly, for our men cooly and

ZOShemn. Memoirs, II, p. 761.

2

lﬂrtgtdior Gener:l F. A, Shoup (Hood's Chief of Staff) to
Lieutenant Gznenl Alexander P. Stewart, July 27, 1864, CR, XXAVIII,
Pt. 5 Pe 216 .

”,

2‘!'I.'l'mnn.'xr. to llallock, Sep.cember 15, 1704, O, XXXVIII, rt, 2,
t'e ?:.o
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BATTLE OF EZRA C.7RCH

Figure 8

Sources The West Point Atlas of Anmerican Wars,

. ew Yorks
Frederick A, Praeger, Inc,, 1959), v. 1,
pe 187, mep o, '
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deliberately cul Jown his re:, and in spite vl the efforts of the
robel officers, his ranks Lruke ani fled, ."?‘3 locses lneurred by
Hood's "third sortie" werec repurted as not less tian 5,00" «ille? and
wounded, whereas Undon casuaities were not more than 600.21’ Folluwing
the battle Hood reportad i fferently to Rictmond, "a sharp engagement

eusued with no decided advantage to either side, . "5
Hood had inmitiated three msjor bsttles wvdthin ten days of

assuming comsand, While casuslty figures described a lopsided
imbslance in favor of the Undon forces, Hood was effoctive in delending
Atlanta, The Ezra Church battle stopped Sherman's flanking movement
towmrd East Point on the Lick Skillet road, The period 28 July to 27
August brought a gradual lengthening of the fortification west of the
railrosd running south to East Point, Thinning the Atlanta entrenciments
Sherman enplaced Thomas' Army of the Cumberland southwest of Howsrd's
army. later Sherman placed Schofield's army next to Thomas' Ammy.
Shermsn's perception of Atlants as one big fort is interesting. To

his wvife he wrote, "Atlanta is on high ground and the woods exterd up
to the fort which look strong and encircle the whole town, Most of the

26

psople are gono--it is now simply a big fort. . "“° To iood, however,

it was more than that, it was a secure base from which to raid,

2dsherman, Or, XUVIII, Pt. 1, p. 78.

)

snerwin, OR, XXVIII, Pt. 1, p. 78,

2300d Lo Seddon, July 23, 1864, OR, KKXVIII, Pt. 5, p. 317.

26herman to his wife, August 2, 1304, Hone Letters of
Cepers] Sherman, p. 306,
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From the Confoderate viewpoint, the time was ripe for offensive
action, On August 5th, ‘lyod received approval from Jefforson Davis for
his cavalry raid against Sherman's comun.lcauom.z? The reid (led by
the 28 year old Wheeler,) ranged from Covington, Georgia to Knoxville,
Tenneasce, The raid drained Hood of his cavalry when most needed,
Sterman's dispatches reflected little concern for the damage to his
cormunications caused ty Wheeler's cavalry, lis reassurances to Thomas
and Schofield that the sbsenoe ol Hood's cavalry furmished a Union
opportunity were correct,

While Wheeler raide? ‘hLe Union communications, Brigadier

General Judson Xilpatrick was directed to raid Confederate communication:,

Sherwsn's objective was to cut the Macon railroad and thereby draw Hood
out of Atlants defenses where he could be defeated, Upon Kilpstrick's
return from a west to east sweep below Atlanta on 22 August, he reported
destroying ] miles of railroad, He further estimated that ti~ Confeder-
ates would require ten days to repair the track, The next day the error
of his assessmant was evident, Trains coming from the south again
entered Atlants.?® Snermants second attempt to force Eood out of Atlantn
ty csvalry raids had failed as dismally as Hood's attempt to turn Shermau
back by cavalry raids on the Union railroad,

Sherman had lost three weeks time in fruitless efforts to bait
Hlood out of Atlanta, Union attempts to overextend the Confederate forces

27confederate President Jefforson Davis to Hood, August 5, 1864,
OR, XXXVIII, Pt, 5, p. U6,

zsahorun. Yemoirs, IX, p. 103.
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by threate:ing East Point were .. failure, Other command matters
contributed delays, The July reshuffling of corps coawandcrs,

oceurring as a result of Howard's selection to command ¥.i‘urson's arxy
was repeated in August. The extended squabble over dats of rark lctweo:n
Major Jeneral John !I, Palwer (Thomas! Army of tle Curmlerland), who was
directed to obey Major Genersl John i, Schofield, contributed tu the aara
of stalemate, Sherman's mind, over intent on the attainatle obhjective,

revived his old plan for sweeping away the railroad with infantry
\\\

(Figure 9). On August 25, 1864 Sherman began the finsl sweep to isolate

Atlanta--Howard on the right, Thomas in the center, and Schofiecld on the
left, Kilpatrick's Cavalry Division served as advance guard, To Garrard
foll the onerous task of resr guard.?? The initial withdrawal of !loward's
army was quickly detected by the Atlanta defencers,X Reported to Hood,
the news appeared to be strong svidence that Confederate cavalry raids on
Sherman's cormunications had forced a Union withdrawl. iood's ruports

to Richmond, however, accurately tracked Sherman's moves from August 2%4h
throuch the 28u,,31 Sherman's plan was axccuted to por.!‘oc:t.hm.32 By
August J0th jood wired Hardee at his East Point headyuarters that he

2
9Spoch1 Field Orders No. 57, ileadquarters, :ilitary Division of

the Vississippd, August 16, 1864, OR, XXIVII,Tte 5y p. 6.
3oiiom‘l to Seddon, August 26, 1864, OR, XXXVIII, Pt, S, p. 790,

Mio0d to Seddon, August 27, 1864, OR, KXVIII, Pt. 5, p. 993
flood to Seddon, August 28, 1864, OR, "y Pte Sy po 997.

32Shox‘m to dalleck, August 26, 1864, OR, wxviii, Pt, 5, p. (69
Sherman to Halleck, August 31, 1804, OR, XXXVIIT, Pt. 5, pp. 717-3.
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(%uod) 114 "ot think the necessity would ariso to send any rmore Lruops

to Conesboroughs o "3 iardce, uncorviiced jourmeyed seuth te th- Lowr:
of Rough and Ready to see for himself, Ilcre he reccived llooC's reconrd
messages "Take whatuver measures you may think necessary tu provent ihu
enemy fron zaining Jonesborough or Rough and Ready this afternoon . « « o
e does nct think they will attack Jonesborough today . . " Witlin
the ore hour span between these two aessa;es, Hood had directed S, D, Lee
to establish his corps headquarters at East Point, Iy 8445 PM, loth
fardee and 5, D, Lee had been ordered to Jonesbarough., The stage l-.ad.
teen rat for Hood's "fourth sortiec” against Sherman's army.

HYoward's Army of the Tennessee muved eastward with Logan'z 15th
Corps leading. By darkness o;x August 3Ct: loga: was withir one milo of
vonestorough, having also sccured crossirgs over the Flint Creek,
Sherman understood the tactical situation better than Hood. Knowing
Hardee to be separated from Hood's other two corps, Sherman, his srmies
wvidely separated, had two taskss to destroy the Macon railroad or.t.o
concer.trate on Hardes at Jonesboro and destroy kis corps, Shermar,
unaware of the locations of Hood's other two corps, elected to first
destycy the railroad, On August 31 the tulk of Schofield’s and Thomas?
armier destroyed the railroad between East Point and Rough and Realy
while ‘loward faced Eardee's curps now reinforved by S, D, luve's corps,

ilowarc entronched for Kardoe's attack which be;an at 3100 ¥, 11, Thiec

33t"ahou to Lieutonant Gencral Willlar .. Hardee, 1 P.M,, August
30, 1264, o, KXXVIII, Ft. 4, p. 10,

- Hshoup to Tardee, 2 P., August 30, 1364, ¢it, XOVIIT, Pt. S,
[e 107°C,
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Canfederate asciults fell on Logan's corps and Gencral Corse's division
and were repulscd, YNardee, in response to lood's demands, released
C. 2. lme's cor;s ordoring it back tn Atlanta by soad that night, lood,
evracting Zherzan's second shoe to f21l on Atlanta, neednd S, D, Les to
balster hiz thinly held perimeter, &, D, Lee's corps mado the night
masch past Kilpatrick's and Garrard's cavalry &rou.?d Thormas? corps at
Zough and leady; and skirte ' . .st Point and entor:i;é Atlarta on
September 1st, Ironical -, a third of Hood's force had marched acres;
thc front of & Urion ammy undetected, Ineffective cavalry failed to
devclop the intelligence nredel by Sherman's fast moving fooce,

Sherran moved to close in on Hardec's oorps at conesboro with
hiz whole army on Se;tember 1st, In :lanning, the pd;:clplo cf the
ot jective was applied, With Howard holding the wost flank, Thomas
clssing on the center and Schofield crosaing over the rsilroad to move
against the eest flank, lardce's luture looked din, However, Sherman's
plaaned Zestruction of iardese did not sucseed, lMajor General D, S.
Starley, commanding 4th Corps in Thomas! Army failed to close on the
center, and Schofield, having a greal distance to travel, arrived too
lale to Join in tbe Union attack, HKardee's force used its time well by
intrenching., Irony appeared sgain, Sherman's enphasis had been on
destruction of the railroad, When the opportumity to destroy a key
elenent of Hocd's army oecurred, “tanloy remained idle on thw railroad

vhich had been the Urlon's objective sinoe the beginming of the Eattle

of Mtlanta,
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Initial Cnion attacks ajainst Eardve on Jeptembor 1st pruciced
token results, Erevet !’ajor Jereral Jefforson C, Davis' secund aszault
resulted in capture of two batteries of artillery and 200 menJs  Hardue
stood bshind his entrenchnents. Sterran comeented bitterly un U.c efficis
of Stanley's tardiness:

hiad he moved straight on by the flank, or by a slight

circuit to his left, he wuld have inclused tha whole

ground occupied by Hardee's corps and that corps could not

havo escaped us; but night came on, and Hardee did escspe,36
Sherman's bite extended to sarcasism in rebuking Thomas, Stanley's
supsrior, for the tlunders "In order that no doubt may exist as to

future operations, I wish your army to pruss directly al.er the enemy. .
37 Shers. n had aissed his second opportunity in two days to destroy
a Confoderaie Corps on the move, The same message to Thomss directed
Slocus "to make a dash at Atlanta,"
. Sherman's nessage to Howard at € P.M, that evenming reflected
his strorg sense of the military objective:
¢ o o Jonesborough is of no value to us, but we are
now to cripple and destroy the arxy now there . , . If
he retreats we will follow without halt or delay, if

possible to Griffin, If we remain at Jonesborough we
must envelope him and destroy his commumications south . . .39

35thomas to Major General Uenry W, Slocus, September 1, 1864,
momo Pt. 5. Pe 7“‘9.

3,

Sherman, Hesirs, II, p. 108,

35herman to Thomss, September 1, 1864, OR, XXXVITI , Pt. 5,
Pe M.
38sherman, OR, {UVIII, P, 5, p. 746,

%Sherman to Hajor Gunersl Oliver 0, Howard, September 1, 1864,
R, x'{‘m‘o Pt_o 5 pe 751, .
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“hile lardoe withdrew from gradual encir~lement at Jonssberough lloud
tlew up the 81 railroad cars loaded with ammuniticn parked within the
Mtlanta perimeter, The loud explosion was indist!nguishable from that
of battle and Sherman worriod that Slocum's Corps would be destroyed,
Ruwnrs of Confederate evacuation of Atlanta mingled with Sherman's fear
of a disaster in his rear, On September 2d as Slncun's ~olumn “dashed”
toward Atlanta from the northwest, Hood was leaving to the southesst,

By 10 P, Sentember 2d, Slocum had wired Washinglons "Gcn.‘ul Shermen
has taken Atlanta.™C Unaware that Siocum was in Atlanta Sherman pushed
on after Hardee on September °d ovartaking the Confederstes at Lovejoy's
station, By the morning of September 3d, Slocum's courier reached
Sherman with the news of Atlanta's fall,
as less than 1,200 and estimated enemy losses as )00 killed, 250
wounded, and 1,500 "well prisoners.™*l His formal report to Weshington

that morning onced with this comment,

So Atlanta is ours, and fairly won, I shall not push
mach further on this raid, but in s day or so will move
to Atlanta and give my men soms rest, Sinoe May 5we
have been ip one constant battle or skirrish, and nolod

rest , . o
Sherman's objective ceased to be the destruction of Hood's army, Never

had Hood been so \-lnerable, so close, and so divided, At this point
Sherman failed to define attainable objectives which would destroy

%053 0cum o Unton Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton,
SQMI' 2, 186’. OR. nmn' Pt. 5, Pe 7630

MShcmn to Halleck, September 3, 1864, OR, XXXVIII, Pt, 5,
1 777

“2Shercan, CR, KXVITI, Pt, 5, p. 777

\

Sherman stated his cesuslties
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Hood's arm;', The prinniple of the objective was not applied, Ratiomali-
zations followed in nany forms., Sherman's orders to his cormard the
next day reflected another reason for brealking contact, He wrots,
The Army havin; accomplished its undeztaking in the

complete reducti.: and occupation of Atlanta will uccupy

the place and the country near it until a new campaign

is planned in con:ert with the other armies of the

United States ., . . The general-ir-chief fCherman] will

o o o &fford the a@y an opportunity to have a full

month's rest , .,

lator trat morning, Sherman reported to Washingtomn,

The enemy holds a line facing us, with front well

covered by parapets , ., , {{is position [Lovejoy] is too

strong to attack in frunt, and to turn it vwld carry

2 too far from nur base at this time , . &
As Aif unconvinced himself in this rationsle Sherman continued,
"Besides thore is no commensurate object, as there is no valuable
point to s rear 'till we reach Macon, 103 miles from Atlanta , . .,,a5
Finally Sherman concluded the subject by stating the implied change,
"Atlanta which was and is our grand objective point, already secured ,
o b6 But the nagging topic did not go amy. Sherman’s campaign
report prepared eleven days later, gave still another justification,
"it wms idle to pursue our enemy in that wooded country with a view to

his Gptm o o o"u7

%35pectal Field Orders Yo. 64, Meadquarters, “ilitary Divilen
of the Kississippl, September 4, 1844, OR, QIXVIII, Ft. 5, p. 8C1,

-~ Wigherman to Halleck, Soptember 4, 1804, OR, XXXVIII, Pt, §5,
Pe . '

ui:ﬂ‘..‘l‘n. OR. xmo Pt. 5' P~ MG

u%‘.‘..mn' 33. mx. Pto 5. Pe M-
l’75‘.,0:1.13:: t» Malleck, Septeci.er 15, 18G4, (7, XUAVIIT, Pt, 1, .7,
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Cid' 6o Ll OBJKO TTIVE-=TIE ATLANTA CAMPAIGN AFTER ]
ATIANTA 'S CAPTURE

Cperations in the Eastern theater had preduced 1ittle more
tman heavy casualties and stalemate at Fetersburg throughout August
1944, The Republican Party leaders had begun the slow secretive
machinery to replace Lincoln in the presidentisl electicn.l The only
hope that the wvhole war was not stalemated came {rom the Western
theater, Admiral David Farragut's seizure of Motile Bay (August 5,1864)
was followed ty the electrifying news of Cherman's capture of Atlanta,
Tre fall of Atlanta created » sense cf cuphoria in the North which ]
ciinlded Sherman from er‘l.'ticiu: for failing to defeat Hood's ammy, |
Tie exuberant tone of the presz and te 100 gun salutns fires throughout
tie North reinforced the natiorn's balief that the war should contiuue, 1

O, Y

Tt is possible that the Lincoln administration wms coerced by election

prlities to build-up the achievement, ‘
Shermon's army withdrew from contact with Hood's amy at

Levejoy on September €th, This uncharacteristic Sherman change froa the
offensive to the defensive 1s naot fully explainec, The movement wis
onaducted with due consideration for its psychological offeet on Slor -.'s
troors and the enemyr., Sherman's withdrawnl order reflects his fear that
lr~dlg amy might perceive the retirement as a sizn of mlqoss.

Chermarn directed a delibera‘ely sinw retrograde npnratica, In his wordc,

l'Jandburg, Carl, Abrahar Lincoln, The Prairie Years and the
War Years (New York: Harcourt, Urace & World, Inc., 1966), p. H1.

s
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#{ shall not push much farther on this raid, but in a day or so will
move to Atlants and give my men some rost..."z Ths following day in
another report to General lialleck he remarked,,,.."I will gradually fall
back and occupy MP.hn.‘,a..."3 To Howard he qui Meeol would prefer
we should not leave Loo early, as the enemy would crow over it..."l"

Shermant's twenty mile retrozrade from Lovejoy to the vicinity
of Atlanta proceeded without incident, Thc-as moved his army into
Atlanta and continued to secure the Chattahoochee bridge to the northe
wast, Schofield moved his army to Decatur, Howard withdrew on the
shortest route to East Point,d

While Sherman backpeddled to Atlanta, Hood was struggling te
consolidate his three corps at lovejoy. He anticipated that Sherman
wou'd eontinue to press south, From Lovejoy Hood advised Bragg at
Richmond of his predicament., He cited the failure of his two corps
attack to dislodge the Union force at Jonesboro as the reason for
abandoning Atlanta, His report minimized his losses in men and material,
but requested more trvops in order to change to the offensive, Speaking

241114an T, Sherman to Henry W, Halleck Scptember 3, 1864,
Tre war of the i.etelliont A Compilaticn of the Official Records
0. ae i
pre;ared ander -’Eec{{on ol the Secretary of War pursusnt to Act of
Consress approved 16 June 1830 (Washingtons Govarmment Printing Offiese,
123C-108), XXXVIII, Pt. 5, p. 777,

Zsherman to falleck, Septemtc - b, 1864, OR, LOWIII, Pt. 5, p. 79%.

SShermar. to Oliver 0, Howard, Csptember 6, 1364, OR, XIXVILI,
Pt. 5, p. 812; William T, Sherman, lemoirs .f William T, Sherman
(New York:s D, Appleton and Company, 1875), 1I, p. 110,

JSpacial Fisld Orders No, 63, Hoadquarters, Jili.ory Division
of the Mississippi, Septemter 3, 1364, (R, XXVIIZ, Ft. 5, p. T90.
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af the requirement Lo additional troops in a later message he clearly

indicated his percept.on of Sherman's intentions,
'y telegram,..18 hasad upon the supposition that

tha enemy will nol con*ent hinsel! with Atlanta,

tut will continue offansive mvemez‘.s. ALl the

lieytenant cenrrale agree with ne,

The irrepressible ool now found it necessary to add the opﬁxions of his
subordinites to bolster hic credibility with ichiond,

Irony anpeared once agsin in relation to tae similar assess:amts
of HYood and his former commander, Joe Johnston, partaining to the enliste:i
prisoner of war camp at Americuc (Andersonville), Hood wired Richmond
urging "the importance of removing the prisoners lrom Andersonville M7
Joiinston was relieve! seven days af’ - making the came recommendation,
Ard now Hood, having lost the city Lo was ordered to mmtect, waited for
a similar verdict tiat never came, As Hood mrepnred to witldraw further
south to 3riffin, Shermu:. tackled hiz Tirst problem of restoring order
in AMlanta,

Hond received Therman'!s plan for evacuating all eivilians {rom
itlanta by a persoml letter from Sherun, He stated, "I have deemed
i1t %o be the inteprest of the United States that the citisens now residin:

in Atlsnta chould remnve, those who prefer it to go Souta and the rest

?Corih..."a

630hn B, dooA %o Craxton “ragg, September 3, 1864, OR, XXIVIII,
Pt, 5, r. 1017,

Zinod te Bra_g, 07, TCVITI, %, 5, p. 1717,
"Sherman to Tood, “aptember 7, 18%, OR, ‘KOVIII, Pt. S, p. 322,
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solved Ll logistical rotlez of feediry and acwinirtorisg tl..

ponulaiion by sioply muving it. 2y the caue sleoke e 2ot Lhe Lo e

for l.ter aloodeoning Atluta. The uxchai. Lilwesn Coth cooaa?il -2 i

claldng the foree? evacuatlon Lo transcond "eee L0 5000

wrated, llgni
H .

] y
ade cis'e

il dngendnus eruclty, cll act: ever hefore btrought to my attestio.
dark nistory of war..."7 While tlL. avazuatlon rucecied to raducs o
cirilisn populaticn of aA‘lanta, anvtler phenonuaon rediced the rirengt.

of Sherman's army,
The three year veterans, their onlistaents up, were returring

north %o their homes, Sherman's army was shricking. Shemaza's key

cormanders were also taking brief, and i: o cases purmanent, trips Lo

the rorth, lincoln requestes that Shermia relecase scvural officewru by

name who were particularly influentisl & Tndiana, Tilo lovember slecti.n

was critical to ti.e administratiorn us we'l ac further prosccutiorn of tho

Aar, and Startn jromptly fulfilled Linculn'c wish, il ofFY wor

shortayges were nu* critical to Sherman, :is erlisted shortajges were, 7he

September draft of 1864 eliminated the enlisted shortager, While in-
numera;le reasoni for postporing the war in Georgla orxisted, cvunts

prevailed upon Sherman,
On September 19th, uol moved west to Falmetto (2 s11all town

on the West Poir.’ .itailroad). Fresident Jeffersur Davis visited the Army

n

1N

to raise acrale .4 devine a new strateg; with als evicted emx:m.n::'.iox'.'l

-
-~

9Ilood to Chermsn, September 9, 1°64, Yanolrs of W, T, Sherman, II,
Pe 11¢.

10, 0ssage Lieutenant Zenesal S, I, Lee's Headquarters to
Jivision commandaw«, September 25, 1864, N2, LAVITI, "L, J, p. %72,
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Sherman dntected ligo?'s movements, ile orizinally leared a Tonfederate
withdrawal to i‘acon and further detachment of reirforcewents to
21cimond, 11 Shorman reported the Confederats president's presence :in
'1s thaatsr to Washington on September 25th,1? Cunfederate plans began
to unfold as a result of cavalry 3uccesses,

(n Septeczber 23d the Union garrisun at Athtens, Alsoaxa
currendered to General Nathan B, Forrest, The threat to Sherman's line
of communications posed by the operations of Forrest and Wheeler became
very real, Sharman moved to strengthen security along his line of
commurdcations between Lecutur snl Eridgeport, Alabsma, He ordered a
division of Thomas! army to Bridgeport.l3 e further ordered dowerd to
send a division commarmded S5y Brigadier Grneral Jolnm M, Tcrse to lome to
reialores his Chattanvoga-to-Atlanta communicaticns. ¥ Forrest moved
Jorti on Pulaski, Toanessae on “eptember 23rd, On the following day he

reported destruciion of .ie railroad batween Decatur and Pulaski, to

in~lude five trestle brid,;es.ls He further estimated that sixty days

would b~ required oy Sherman's forces to repair the uuzo.le

Sherran to Halleck, September 25, 1864, OR, XXX, Pt. 2, p. &%,

Dshernan to doward, September 24, 1864, beginning, "I have no
doubt,,.", OR, CXIX, Pt. 2, p. 453,

Msherman to loward, Sertember 24, 1364, beginning, "You may
order General Corse,,.", CR, XXCZX, 7t, 2, p, 4£),

1%athan B, Forrest to R, Taylor, September 25, 1864, OR, KKXIX,
mo 2. De 87“0

16?ornlt to Taylor, September 27, 1364, OR, XXX, Pt, 2,p.873.




t0 ¢;ual importance, Davis anncunced his plan on lLich lovel
comwnd churpas, The sleady land, Jeneral 3eauregard, would tii
wveeall command of buth Hood and Lisutendnt Genersl R, Taylor, cotrandcsy
of the Dopartnent of Alabana, iLasissippi, and Sast loui.'aca.l? Davis

sought “,..tu securs the fullest cooperation of the troops..." Ihis

arrangoment served to quell the grunbling of his troops as expross.d by
ood's generals.1® uhile providing « less visible Lift to Hood's
suboidinates, Davis salvaged an eggressive army commander, livod gatned
more than this quiet vote of confidence,

Davis grantod (icod's wish, relieving Hardee ol command arnd
transferring Hardee to the Eastern theater. Ivod had long blame? liardoe
of purposefully defeating his agrressive attack plans at Peackirec Creul,
the Zaitle of Atlanta on July ?2¢ and at Jomssbore on August J0th, The
record reflects Hardee attaciced late in each instance, In defe:se of
lardee however, each attack involved two corps, Hood was absent from
the battle, remaining at his headquarters within Atlanta. Hood's
presence at the scene of battle might well have served the Confederate
causc,

Hood's immediate problem was to capitalise on his mobility, a
mobility borne of a short line of commun'cations uand the requirerent for
fewer wago.s, He experienced difficulty in recalling Wheeler's cavalry,

objecting tu Wheeler's consolinet!ua with Forrest for operations outsiie

17¢onfederate Fresident Jefferson C. Davis to Hoou, September 28,
1866, OR. Kxux. Pt. 2' Pe n‘%o

1., G.French to Davis, ie; tember 14, 180s, 0K, XXXIX, Ft. 2, p. 836.




his area of responsibility.1? In the centinuing contest with
Taylor's adjacent cormand, .lood sought to gain conirel of Forrest
for operations azainst the Thattancoga-Atlanta line of eo—micaunn.zo

The absence o” Wharler's cavalry did not further delsy Hood,
Cn Ceptenber 29th, Hnad ernssed the Chattahooches Miver with Stewart!s
and 3, D, Leets Corpc on tte long delayed attack ca Sherman's comsuni-
cauona.n Sherman directed Howard ‘o follow the sovements of Hood's
eain force, Tn counter the Confederate cavalry raids agzinst the raile
road in }iddle Tennessee on September 29th he dispatched Thomas to
vaschville to direct oporativus agalnst Fomlt.zz At 1 pem, October
1at, Sherman first officially proposed a major change ir objectiwve to
Trant,

icrod 1s ovidently on the west side of Thattahoochee

besow >weet Watar, If he tries to zet orn ny read this side

of Etowah I 3hall attack him, but if he gres over to Selma

and Talligeda read would it not do for.me to lssve Tennessee

to the force whi~h Thomas has and reserves soon te come to

Nashville, and for me to destroying Atlanta, and then march

across jeorgia to Savannah or Charleston, btresking roads and 2
doins, .rreparable damage? We cannot remsin on the defensive, J

1950seph Wheeler to Hood, September 20, 1864, Hood to Wheeler,
Captember 21, 1864, and Hood to Wheelor, September 22, 1864+, CR, XXXIX,
Pt, 2, po, 849, 861 and 863 respectively.

?OBrazg to Jood, September 24, 1864, OR IXIX, Pt. 2, p. 867,

?Lijoad by separato messages to A, T, Stewart and S, D, Tee,
Septenlwr M, 19%, C1, (ITTX, Pt, 2, p. 3%; also, Howard to Sherman
Zoptesbor 2y, 1364, CX, XTI, PL, 2, p. 525.

0 ??Sher an to J. D, Cox, Saptember 30, 186+, OR, XXXIX, Pt. 2,
Ke *

; 235hermsn to Ulysses 3, Grant, October 1, 1864, (R, XXKIX, Pt. °,
Pe Jeo

R
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Jherma:: ad by this date concluded that iiood's elusive army could
not be caught at a disadvantage sulficient to assuro its destrucilcn,
Furthor, Shermen krew that the cavalry siill of Forrest and Wheslow
would constantly bleed his combat power, diverting Union offensive
resources to defer.sive purposes,

Once again, Sherman was crippled ‘w his cavalry arm, roward's
army lacked cavalr:’, Kilpatrick proved energetic, but ineflective in
locating Hood'sr army and determining order of bsttle. Shernan's orvier
on October 3 directed Slocum (20th Corps) to hold Atlanta. (figure 1C)
The full weight of his army was directed northwest to parsllel Houd's
anticipated movemert. toward Rome, The Army of the Cumberland in the
center commanded bty Major Genersl D, S, Stanley, the Army of the Chie
commanded by Brigadier Cox, or the right, and Howard's army on the left
moved forward,2® Sherman was uncertain of Hood's target, but intuition
led hin to caution the Atlﬁnts garrison commander, ",..I want the utaost
vigilance thee, I he(fiood] goes for Allatoons I want him delayed only
long enough for me to reach his rear,,, If he moves up toward Atlunts I
will surely come in foroe."25 ils uess was correct. Hood stuck with
Stewart's corps destroying the rail.vad from Big Shanty north to Actworth,
then moved north tn Allatonns.26 However, this camage was insufficiunt

2“Spm:i.ail Fleld Orders No, 83 Headquarters, ifilitary Division of

the lilssissippi, Oclober 3, 1864, Cit {XXTX, Pt. 2, p. 43.

23Sherman tu Commanding Cfficer, :1latwons, October J, 1864,
OR' mxp Pto 3. Pn 53.

26‘{1301- Genoral D, &, Stanloy to Shorman, October &, 1864, OR,
XXIx, Pt. 3' PP. 6\,"670
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Souireey  lolonel Vincent J, Zsposito,
ilest Point Allas of Anmerican VYars,
ol, 1, (.ew Zorks
Frederick A, Praeger, 1957), iap 149,
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to vor_velaly 1solate Allatocna froa reinforseurat lrom the north,
srizadter Joaeral J, !, Corse, located at tonme, rmoved with elenu- t: ¢of
nis divisioi. %o Allatoona,2? At 2:M1 Pe=e 3nd ujadn at 6437 pen.
trigadier General Willian Vandever at llarietta rignaled aszurance: to
tho Allatoona garrison, "General Shermar zays ncld fait, We are condrg.””S
Cn October 5th the sounds of tie Confederate attack and ropulse at
’1latonna were hoard on Fennesaw jountain., Sherman uoaring the news al
larietta, moved tu Xennesaw and observed the visual signals, Coric had
arrived in time and Allatoons had survivad, Sherman snxlous to cutermine
the lo~ation of Hood's force, ordered a reconnaissance to Dallas,

Sherman's objective remained security of hiis comunications rathor than
destruction of Hnod's anmyy, ZIneffcctive Union cavalry continued L thwairt
Sherman's intelli ence gathering effurt, Moverents of Hood's army

romained unknosn, CSherman puzzled uver two possible “onfederate ioves,

.«4c suspiclcrs grew that lood's mein army was near Dallas and wuld eitrer

sttack the Union army moving toward illatoona, or swing south and strive
weakly defended Athntl.” On the 8th of October Sherman inched forward.30

27%i111an Vandever to John i’, Corse, Gctober %, 1864, OR, LIXIX,
Pt, 3' Pe 75-

23y ardever to Cormanding ¢ Ticer, i1latoona, Octobur 4, 17¢:,
0“' SOCQZ. r't. 3' Pe 780

29Sherman to H. ¥, Zlosua, Cctober 7, 1944, €1, XXXTX, Pt. 3,

Pe e

X5 actal Field Orders Yo. 97, Headquartors, Military Division
of the .!ississippi, Cctober 8, 186, (R, KX, Pt. 3, ppe Meli-35,
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Garrard determined Hood's direction of march to te toward the north,Jl
ty October 9th Sherman gave evidence of his frustration, He approsched
Grant, "It will be a physical impossibility to protect the madl. nov
that dood, Forrest, and Wheeler, and the whole batch of devils, are
turned loose without home or habitation....">2 He reiterated his

proposal of a week earlier,

I propose » bresk up the railroad fram Chattancogs, and
strike out with wagons for Milledgeville, Millen, and Sevanmah,
Until we repopulate Georgis it is useless to ocoupy it, bat
the utter destruction of its roads, houses, and people will
cripple their military resources,..

October 11th, Grent replied, ".,.Hood would probably strike for
Nashville, thinking by going north he could inflict grester damsge upon
us than we could upon the rebels by ygoing south, If thare is any way
of your getting at Hood's army, I would prefer that...">* Before
receiving Grent's reply Sherman telegraphed again,
“Bood moved his army from Palmetto Station...and 1is now,..
south of Rome,,, I was forced to follow,,.We canmot remsin now
on the defensive,,,I would infinitely prefer to...move through
Jeorgia, smashing things to the sea, Hood may turn inte
Tenncssee and Kentucky but I believe he will be forced to follow

me, Instead of being on the defensive I will be on the offgnsive,..
Answer quick as I knov w will not have the telegraph long,

M"x. Garrard to W, L. Elldott, October 8, 1864, R, XIXXIX, Pt. 3,
Pe o

323he-man to Grant, October 9, 1864, OR, XXXIX, Pt. 3, p. 162,
Fsherwan, o, TXIX, Pt, 3, p. 162,

MGrant to Sherman, October 11, 1864, OR, XXXIX, Pt, 3, p. 202,
3%herman to Grant, October 11, 1864, OR, XXXIX, Pt. 3, p. 202,
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AS 1f to punctuate the futility of predicting Hood's new movements,
Sherman received news that night that Wheeler was preporing to
attack Tunnel Hill, west of Dalton.J6

Sherman received the first indication from Grant on October 12tr,
thut his objective of securing Atlanta and destroying ilood's forces aight

be chnngod.” While figzhting raged at Resaca, Grant discussed Sherman's
plan with the Secretary of war, "Taomas could retain force enough tc
meet Hyod ty ziving up the road from Jashville to Decatur...Such an
Army as Sherman has (and with such & commander) is hard to correr or
capt’.urc."38 Sherman ordered lioward's army to itcsaca. To brigadier
Genexal G, 3, Raum defending tesaca he signaled "Hold Ressca to the
death. I will send you re-enforcements by cars, and will come up."39
(Figure 11) Sherman was maintaining the best posture for destroyirg

Hc 's army. To Genersl John E, Smith at Cartersville he confided, "I

vill keep my army pretty wwll in hand so as to fight him £f I get to hin,

I am now moving over toward Summerville, Georyia with the Armmy of the
Ohio, and have the Cumberland and Tennessee ready to turn up towsrd
Roua.""‘o

The next railroad town hit by Hood was Dalton. Cn October 14th

. 36;, D, Wagner to Sherman, October 11, 1864, GR, XAXIX, Pt. 3,
p. 21%,

37Gx-mt. Lo Sherman, October 12, 18G4, OR, IXXIX, Pt. 3, p. 222,
3BGrant to Stanton, October 13, 18G4, OR, XXXIX, Pt. 3, p. 237.

-, Bsherman to G, B. Raun, October 13, 1864, 0%, XXXI{, Tt. 3,
Pe 7o

hoe
.. ?u"- 'nl”m t-O J. Eq Slltth. Octob.l' 13. 186‘. n:t' '\xnx. Ft. J.
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Sherman's aide-dn-camp wired Jeneral J, I, Smitl, "No danger to Iesac.,
but enemy...have  assed Dalion...capturing garrison....Hocd's wi:le
arey is on the mve."ul liood had moved cwiftly. In the first tw weuis
of Cctober he had retrsced the same route that the two armies had fougit
over during the months May, June, and July 1864, Tho next day brought
good news to counter the bad,

Sherman received an unintslligibls ciphered nussa,e from the
Secretary of War authorizing tte plan proposed to Grant.*” Elation did
not overcome caution, He requested confirmation on his autlority to
destroy Atlanta and the reilroad, and the approved direction of zovement
(Savannah or Mobile). ¥3 Sherman had by now sucoseded in moving his
amy to Snake Creek Gap, Hood's army escaped like s vispy cloud before
hin, Howard re-orted on October 16th that his sidirmishers had
encountered a Confederate skirmish line at the swmit of Taylors Ridge
west of Snake Creek Cap, He credited a Union escaped prisoner with
reporting two Confaderste corps at LaFayette.'’ The Confederste army
had changed course and was now moving west, Reports to Howard were
further verified by his signal officer who reported "the smoke and fires
apparently of a large force,.."*>

ulﬂudqunrton. Military Division of the Mississipol to
Brigadier Genera) J, E. Smith, October 14, 1864, OR, XXXIX, Pt. 3, p.272.

425tanton to Grant, October 13, 1864, OR, XXGX, Pt. 3, p. Z40.

- “3sherman to Graat, October 16, 1864, OR, XX, Pt. 3, pp. 0=

— “ipaum to L. M. Dayton, October 16, 1864, 02, XXXIX, Pt. 3,
Pe .

4510mrd to Sherman, Cctobe= 16, 1864, OR, XXQX, Pt. 3, p. 309,
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Siorman reassossed Lhe tirnat and hic capability to defeat Hood,
Qepalr crews h1ad restored Shermants damaged track and bridges, The

[ tenuous logistical life 1ine of !ood's army was highlighted by the
seanty ration of corn fed to his troops.u'6 The exhausted condition of

. lonfederate stragglers, some of them barefooted, changed Sherman's
defensive attitude,'? The objective had become defined and attainable,

Sherman smelled the blood ¢f his prey and orders reflected he wms
intent on closing in for the kill,

To Schofield in Chattanocoga he directed, "I am pushing streight
for dood wherover he may tep do the same with whatever force you have

[ O

and et ur run him down, I am row on his trail and w1l follow it,.."*
lie directed that repair of the raili-ad continue, Sherman's order on
Cctober 17th comaitted each army of his !lilitary Division of the
3iscissippd to concentrating on llood",,.supposed to be at or neer
Surmerville,.." Shermar. used his cavalry to push from the South
destroying Confederate trains while his three armies attacked southwest
on parallel roads running thru LaFayette, Summer:ille, and Villanow 9
Hood, elusive as ever, was not at Summerville, !oving swiftly, Hood
ressed by Rome passing through Gaylesville, Alabama ard halted at
jadsden, Alahama, The Confederate army had once again esecaped the slow

%32aun to Dayton, October 17, 1°4:, OR, XXKX, Pt. 3, p. 308,
¥7Corse to Sheman, October 16, 1364, OR, OCIX, Pt. 3, p. 309.
“Bsherman to Schofield, October 16, 186, O, XXXIX, Pt. 3, p. Jll.

Ipectal Field Orders No, 9%, Headquarters, !41itary Division of
the Mississippi, October 17, 1864, OR, XXXIX, Pt. 3, p. 325.
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Urdon not., The time for change had arrived,
Sherman reported to Washington that ha was urakble &r enich leol

A
the fast that

Aue to suparior Confedarate molillty, nan: %o... iolace In thel
Zood no longer threatened ::is cozzunicaticas, In bread terms he

acknovledged his receipt of full apyroval to abandon llcod's arry and
march southieast to the sea, Coupled with this ackuowledgzent was :
request that replacement personael bLe diverted to Thomas,0 Wki‘e

Sherman had ziven up the thought of catching Hood, he nevertheless
'tnpomuy positioned his army to block further attacks on his
comunications and to keep Hood in doubt as to his intentions, Shermar's
army went into bivousc at Gaylesville lecs than S miles fron the railrocd
extension to Roxe,5l Methodical proparation for the march to tho soa
began in earnest, Sherman ovacuated all recoveratle squipment ard
hospitaliged o r neffective persoxnel, from Atlanta and along his line
of comsunications, to Chattancoga. The railroad, now completely repairud,
transferred troops and zaterial to secure bases to the north rapidly,

Osherman to Halleck October 19, 1864, OR, XXXIX, Pt. 3, pp. 357-8,
Zives Sherman's perception of his authority to exscute his planned march
to the sea, Jheruan stated, "Ws rust not remain on the defensive, and I
now consider myselfl authorizod to exmcute my plan to destroy the railrcad
from “hattirooga Lo Atlanta including the latter city (mocdified %, eneral
arant from Dalton, %c), strike out into the heart of Jeorgia and :make fir
Charleston, Savan:an, or the moutl of the Appalachicola....In the meantime
I ask that you give to General Thomas [located in llaskville] all the trcoups
you can spare of the new levios that he may hold the line of thu Teuneszvu

durirg my ahsenco of, say ninety days,

ﬂfopochl Field Orders o, 97, Headquarters, iidlitary Division of
the Mississippi, October 19, 18G4, CR, XXX, Pt. 3, p. 359.

— . M - e o

"

Sl et N e s 2l

— e e b i, 0 € Ak« eae §

L3 o — s




m_—___-—,_.
1

4

i not
Copy a-cilztle to DDC dou_
) p«p::lt 7 legible reproduction

74

Lappart. for Stermar's plai aow “evelannd [ron formerly nkoptical sch-

ar-iinates,

Stirrman's most trusted corunanier and taetics critie in

Lashiville, Themas, resporisd ta dasiington fears and doubts, Thomas had

2oiginally erutione? Sheron and Washingor aca! it operations deep

within ensmy tarritory, "o feared overdependence on the single tracked

railvoad for logistical rupport, The challenge of defeatirg Forrest's

light cavalry force fasci.ated Tloras,

“rion Western Theater if siven troozs from his old cormand, To Kalleck

%2 addressed i3 propmsal to a:l in concert with Sherman,

He requested

one of Lis old corps (from the Army ~f the Cumberland) and the cavalry

ir Tanr~esee,

YWit:. ‘his Zforee, 4 .lalned he co.ld "soon drive Forrest

ssuth? and tlen rolirn Lo the wain ar:w.52 The ccnoession w3 timely

Tor on that day Shorman seat a long directive tulling Thomas of Lls iole

in fature or-ratlonz,

I prcpose to rerain slong the Coosa watching liood until
21l my preperations are made, viz, I have 1opsired the rallrcad,
sent back all the surplus mon and naterial, and stripped for work,
I will send Jeneral Stanley, wita the Fourtl: Corps... to you...
I want ;you to hold Clattencogs and Desatur in forco, and on the
oceasion of my departurs,..to watch Lood close,...I think he will
follow me.,, If howevar, 'lond turas on you, you must act
delonsively or the line of Tennessee,,,

79:

Frromac o Grant, Cetober 20, 1944, CR, 10TT, Tt. 3, pp. I77-37P.

5)Sherman to Thomas, Cetoter 20, 1864, OR, TXQX, Pt. 3, pp. I77-

ile could remove this thorn in thy’
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7 Cctoter 23d Thomau,ut Nashville,reparted the arrival of
céraft "one year's troops" to ilalleck, The same evenin:, lincel:,
concerned with the adverse effects o7 military reverces in the ficld
on the eve of *the Lovember presider.tial election, cautioned Thomas:

+se there i3 to be a rebel rsil into Western Kentucky,
that it s to consist of 4N00 infantry and 3000 cavalry,
and 1s toi‘tart from Corinth, Miss,, or the 4th day of
Novenber.

Forrest was at Jackson, Tennessce on October 26th,95 :Hood tareaiened
Decatur on the same dnto.sé While the Confewsrate threat in Tennessee
increased, Sherman's aimy begsn its plarned move toward Atlanta, 57
Sherman awsre of ‘he threat to Thomas! forces at Decatur posed by the
pressure of dood, zave assurances, To Thomas October 28th he directed,
"{ have already sent the Fourth Corps... Use it freely, and I see that
tlood crosses the Tennessee iliver, I will send leneral Schofield, "33

ily October Jlst Sherman noted the increasing threat to Thomas at
Yashville caused by lood's movement to Tuscumbia, True to his p-onisi,
Skerman relsased Schofield and the 23d Corps to Thomas at Nashville,d

S presidert Abraham Lincoln to Thcmas, Octcber 23, 1864, OK,
&aIx, pt. 3, p. 42,
. 355, T. Croxton to Thonas, October 25, 1864, CR, XXIX, Pt. 3,
Pe 35. .
5%herman to Halleck, Cctobor 27, 1864, OR, AXAX, Pt. 3,
rp. 61462,

57Spochl Field Oxders ‘lo. 108, Headquarters, }4litary Division
of the Miseissippi, Cctober 28, 1844, OR, XXXIX, Pt. 3, pp. 477-478.

SBstorman to Thomas, October 28, 1864, C, XZXIX, Pt. 3, p. 484,

- 5%Lerman to L, C. Es ton, October 31, 1664, CR, XXX, Pt. 3,
re 57,

d : ' v - :
Y J O e Y - : Vo i S
. . g (TN , \ i 5 .
- 4 3 - . {' LRI, .. 7 ey 4 :
Lol - - D0 N i -
i L BN ; A o A
. . N (A A
' "




Copy cvuilebl to DDC does net
perit fully legible reproduction
(£3)

4

Cn the same day Hocd's trnors crosse' the Tennessea River at iorence,
Thomas wired Uajor ieneral (H1llan S, itosecrans at Jt, louis to expedite
tir rovement of tronps promised by Grant, Two divisions were to be
ras .~ east fpamq Uissourt nad Kancas to reinforee I'homs.c'c With the
fnereased terpo of Conlederate operatiyns against Tennessee cane a
surprise fop Shermman,

irant reversad his pouition on Cherman's pendlug march thru
Zegrgin, lovexler 1s', questioning,

Ca you ot tiitak LL advisatle ..aw that locd has sone So

far =arth to entir?lr wettle hi- *efore star-ing on your propesed

cm-yﬂgn"..‘.tf DoLoean oo the chaner for dertroying Hoo?{s army,

attend t¢ hat fiost a.d nalie year other move secondary.’’

Cher—an's responss to rant ~leadn! his case well, ills :initial
r:swnse s writien nine “aure Lefer~ jrant's query, reflecting tho
claconass of thought Wetwen: the two, OCherman citad the stren;ths of
oi1c:: elenent furnishad or t~ing furnished to Thomas, He listad
crrrisons, the two corps, filson's cavalry, the Siiith and Mower divisions
Aemnety? Sran insecrans, and the new razirmeris and conecripts arriviag
d:ily at Uashyille, e estinated Llool's sirength as 30,000 iafsntr; and
1r,72 cavalry, ir ectimate for fores Suraishe Thomas totaled over
(0,000 (nfaatr; and LIAN cavalry a-d jroving with new regimonts and
r~:.t.‘.rlp‘r,67 Thapets awe faree oo othe zarch (o the cea would «lal

2,00 mon,

‘o‘l'hnnu tn Willlam S, Rosezranrs, Qcto%er 31, 1864, CR, ZICX,
P.-'o 3. P- 5370 .

fLirent to Sherman, lovesmber 1, 1304, O, XX'TY, Pt. 3, p. 576.

€2Snerman to Graat, November 1, 1364, Git, XXI7, Pt. 3, p. 575.
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An additional message to :ant followed from Sherman on November 24,

Srant's reply to Sherman's detailed retuttal wns simple and to ‘le

point, settling the matter. Jirant concluded,”... with the Zfurce,

Lowaver, you have left T'omas, he must be able to ‘ake care of Houd

ard destroy him, I do rot really see that you can withdraw from where
J0u are .o follow Hood, without givirg up all we havo gained in territe:y,
I say, then go as jyou PWP"“-"63 This approval of the march to the sea
was final, Sherman's objective became the destruction of the war

making vesources of the South,

6):rant to Sherman, November 2, 1864, OR, XOQIX, Pt. 3, pe 5.
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aeneral Sher-an's six moith Atlarta campaiyn has been summarized

in t'w oreceeding foir chapters, The cffi~ial records refiect that
Siierman's army vas an active army, ilis area of responsibility extended
g2o_rapdcall; well tejond the concerns of the Cha'tancogr-Atlanta
caznaign ads, The Lpnlon rrmy fscnd two critical ;roblems, The
1sgistical prol:lem was solved by intensive nanagement of the rallroad
and the stackpiling of supriles, The protlem of fielding a properly led,
trained, and equipped cavalry was never solved, Sterman's use of cavalry
for jathering timely intelligence on enemy movements was poor. Excessive

use ol cevalry for raids and security missions attrited this invaluable

arm,
T:» Canlederale army < nt lote for lack of az:ressiveness or
couraps, Iait!ally wel) =z-~l4ed with men and naterial, Jeneral Johnston

stto-pted tr cruch 8 "y eli-ent of S'eivan'e army ot Careville, The
tactic af ranstiiuciing hast, entrenchrents in the days before effective
use of the comnany mertar and machine gun nade attacking costly in terms
of cazunliies, lond's aggressiveness destroyed the Confecarate srwy
against Unlon eantreachments,

The problem in this “hesis was to determine whether Sherman
apolled the nrinciple ~¢ the abjective prior th and subsequent to the
capt:re of Atlanta, The remaining paragraphs of L' s chapter contain
this writerls 851980~ th the orohlem,

Grant!s ardere ‘o Steraan ware Aloarly doftiad, derisive, oxd

N
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s*talna. Yo, Sherwa; understocd the moanir: an ! Litet _of Dis actien,
(45 premaratior fir <he samgaigr war therov h, Swrun's reportc of
the tactical situation conlrorting Lim werv clzar nud ~oncise, .iu
comrunicatior of ideas for future ~;eratiuns was timel,, equally
uwrderstandahle, and {incisive, Cherran naintained the confidence or it
superiors throughout the campaizn. The opendn rove ol the canpalyn
tovard the cnfederate ary; at Dalton was brilliant, It failed, .ow-
aver, taroush the arror of !lcFhersun, Siicrman's suwordinate. Ti.
Cinfederatc armmy was neitier Tiwe!’ (: clece at Jalton ror Jurzetl .00
the rail communications. :!‘cPhersen's lallure to sec.ro Rusaca afier
vassing through Srake Creek Jar 1:c Lest credited to loader error,
.cPherson's intmrmediate objecti: was claarl, defirned, d?clsive,
attainable, and oriented on the uliimate objective: the defest of
Johnston's army.

Alerted to Sherman's enveloplng tactic, Johnston wes never
agsin caught unprapsred, !is use of deliberatn and hastil; prepared.
defersas resulted in lower confederate c- sualties, Sherma:u's atlack
st Kornessw .lountiin pusctuated thLis fact. Thorsalter, Shormar iought
%o force thu Confrdorate srmy Lo withiraw .o ~rotect its comw.licaticus.
To miuinier risk of defeat in detoil, Cherma:n alwys <annuvered ..is
thres arrdns witllin supportli., distaace of esch other, Siermsr's
crossing of the “hattahoochee iver by feint and deronstrcilon wes
brilliant, !iis ticing was slow, Lowever, and he f3lled t¢ et Lcalind
the Cornfecarata force defencin, with itr tack towmsd the Jiattai.rochee
otstacle,

Tw Wtllos that “%1New ' were 1.aitlaled by Slwreaits o) wor.t,
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Lord,  Tin Dattle of Paschitree Creok pernitted Sherman to reverse the
advantan of aasty entrencliments, Dy nmerel; defending agsinet Hood's
“aortie~," Saerman worked swiftly toward his obje:tive of defeating
nls eneyy, The erisis f3llowling twe cays later at the lattle of
Atlinta Curther atirited ‘wo of ilnod's corps., idowever, Sherman's
fallure to emnloy Lie Army of the Cunmberland, his iargest armmy,
ag1inst a clearly defined, attainatle objective rarresented a lost
orportunity, Thomas! feeblw agsault against pre-ared Atlanta defenses
wrre dorrad ta fallire, The route Lo the southwrst around Atlanta,
1ra the dAeast Point .ailread, warc unprotected and the route valnerabls,
Yond's irreprrssitle style led Lo furiher destruction of his troors

2 ainst lowmrdts hastily constructe ' ~ontrenchments at Ez.u Church six
days later, In the weeks that followed, Sherman turned to his cavalry
which had been set in motion to colncide with Howard's “lelt wheel”

around ~Atlasta's north =ide,

‘nior. gavalry reverses {31lowed as a reitult of leader error by
Stensra:, lzxwev T, Sherran's conditional approval of Stoneman's raid
to Macon and *- deominville can also Le faulted, Release of Undon
rrisoners south of Mtlanta d.id' rat constitute ar intermediate objoctive
cenatributing Lo the defeat of !2~d, In the delays that foliowed along
Lick Skillet road, a seccnd Undorn cavalry raid was condicted by
Sllpstrick, Its success was rargiral, Shermar's late Ausust operation:
azainst the Wast Polnt a:C Vaco: railroads were masterfal with the
exseptior. a® three flaws, In cuzees‘reting offarts of suboriirate
~~rarniess o desi~.tizz of ra'lr-+?z (N Jeu:it) Slerwe oeglecied a

Srrert ity o BWleat 1 o5 ar 2l ] =e?® amg 22 oostalte,
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Faillr,; Lo a=ploy cavalry in a sorely; neeced intelligence gatheri.g
flort, Cheruan riused the oprortwity to defeat 5, D, Lee's cor,s
withdrawing after the iniiial Joaeilorougl battle, Trurlher, ho lailed,
thraugh his cavalry, to detect that ilardeo stood alume and unsupportec
~t Jonesharcugh on Septemler 1st, :ardec escaped dcfeat, Zhermau: 's
eriticism of “tarlay is rat fU11ly supporied by <vents of the day,
stanley was accepled as Shurman's scapepoat for faillir; to Jostro,
lardec, lowever, other failures gecurred. Hood's two corpe within
Atlanta cscaped Allanta without being detected, To undorscoro Suerra:n's
breakdown in cavalry in particular and cormunications in yerorsl, one
must ask the question, why did'it take Shermen (at Lovejoy) nearly
twenty-four hours to learn that his forces had already accepted the
surrender of, and occupied Atlanta,

September 3rd marked the colossal turning point in Sherman's
campalgn, Up to this date opporturities to deleat elements of iiond's
army had slipped uy due to chance rore than intent. The "fog of ur“l
sided Hood's escape at overy critical movement. Sherman now aided Hood
by relieving Union pressure on tho Confederate force, de withdrow to
Atlanta for rest, Hood's army would have to attack to gain a decision,
Sherman's ztay irn Atlanta was punctuated by many personal claias that he
kad attained his sbjective. The administrative burdens of garricon duty
closod on Sherman as quickly as natiomal acclain, ilood regrcuped his
army and hic politicsl tase,

Hond neet struck norl: at “herwsn's co-muniecatlons reminding
Sheswin of the vulnerability o 1.i3 lo istical 1ifallim, Chersa,, now

lelioving LIt ow e ac.la 1'al 2tlsta wee iis ol ketive, suffored

VN e
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for thia Lelief, Atlantr had become & nillstone to be dafem'ed, No
other ittainable ohjective was visitle, Once aware that licod had
eroased the (hattatoochee [liver and headed narth with all three corpe,
Slherman perceived his true objective once againi to defeat fiood's army.
Siormen's pursuit, though slow, was menacing, his instructiors to sub-
ordinatas from Villanow reflected his resolve ard premondtion that he
had fi7lly cornerad Hood, Sherman's commen*, '...let us run hin
Jown,.." 1irdicated his belief that the advantae in mobility was now
tie, lowever, the Confederata force withdrew orce again hHefore the
~avalry could pin Hood down, Cherman's wesknes: in cavalry saved Hood
from diszaster between laflayetie and Summerville,

Cn the fisld in wid-Octobrr, Sherman's objective continued to
be the Tonfederate army. essage traffic to Weshington and City Point,
howevor, proved quite different, Sherman proposed splitting the
¥ilitary Division of the Mississippl into two comwnds, Thomas was to
have sysreme command and defeat the enemy west of the Coosa River while
1intainirg communications with Washington, Sherman proposed turming
his €2,700 man army to the snutheast apgainst a 1ess mobile opponent,
the Sta'le of Georzis, The split of ~ommands was without formal
acknowledrement, The end of telegraphic comrmnication between lithemaar,
snd Thomes on November 11th effactively severed Sherman from the Union
until his December 10th rendezvous at Savannah.

Snerman had in faot applied the principle of the objective
until his covpture of Atlanta, DNeficiencies in cavalry thwarted Union
success, Sherman's withdramml from oo rontaticn with lood's force

concentnalirg at lovejoy was a failure in the applicatisn of the
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principls of the ubjective, Sherman initially desired to follow dood's
movement north tu Tunnel Hill in order to protect his Atlanta-io-
Chattancoga communications, However, as the fragile nature of lood's
army became known, Shermar. oncz ajain concentrated orn the attainstle,

He sought to defeat idood near Suamerville, aulty int211ijence
resulted in llood's escape orcc agair, The key factor assuring Unlion
sucoess in defeatiny lood and raiding thru Georgia to Savarnah, was
the superior stre:gth of the Unlos army. Grant fielded two arnies for
two objoétivnt one to defeat Hgod and one to destroy the southern
will to fight, It wes a decision at natiomal level,
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