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ANNEX A -- COMMANDERS AND PRINCIPAL STAFF

QFFICERS

Headquarters, US MACYV

COMUSMACV

Creighton W, Abrams GEN
DEPCOMUSMACY

William B, Rosson GEN

Frederick C. Weyand GEN
DEPCOMUSMACY for Air Ops/Cdr, 7TAF

George S. Brown GEN

Lucius D. Clay, Jr. GEN
DEPCOMUSMACYV for CORDS

William E, Colby AMB
Chief of Staff

Elias C. Townsend MG

Welborn G. Dolvin MG
Deputy Chief of Staff

James M, Vande Hey BG
Daputy Chief of Staff for Economic Affairs

Williasn W, Watkin, Jr. BG
Secretary Joint Staff

Thomas J. Hanifen : COL

W. Russell Todd COL

John G, Jones coL
ACofS for Personnel, J«1

Albert H, Smith, Jr. BG

Lawrence V. Greene BG

ACofS for Intalligence, J-2

William E. Potts BG
ACoIS for Operations, J-3

Edward Bautz, Jr, MG

Donald H. Cowles MG
ACofS for Logistics, J-d

RaymorZ . Conrey MG

Herron N. Maples MG

UNCLASSIFIED

Replacement Dat.

USA

USA

USA Sep 70
USAF

USAF Sep 70
Civ

USA

USA Mar 70
USAF

USA Oet 70
USA )
USA Mar 70
USA Oct 70'
USA .

USA A Mar.T0
USA

USA

USA Apr 70
USA

USA Sep 70
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ACofS for Plans, J-5

Richard F., Shaefer MG USAF

Rexford H, Dettre, Jr. MG USAF Mar 70
ACofS for Comm-~Electronics, J-6

Geoffrey Cheadle . BG USAF
ACofS for CORDS

George D. Jacobsgsen GS-18 Civ
Deputy ACofS for CORDS

Louis H, Steman (Acting) COlL USA

David S. Henderson BG USA Mar 70

Eugene P, Forrester BG USA Nov 70
ACofS for Military Assistance

Frank L. Gunn BG 1JSA

Thomas J. Camp, Jr. BG UsA Apr 70
Comptroller

Richard G, Fazakerley COL USA :

Joseph Brigandi cOL USA Jul 70
Inspuctor General

Rubert M. Cook 0L USA
Chief of Information

Josueph F. H. Cutrena CcQl, USA

Robert W, Leonard CcOL USA Sep 70
Staff Judge Advocate

Larry H. Williams COL USA

Robert K, Weaver - COL Usa Jul 70
Science Advisor -

John E. Rirk GsS-18 Civ
Adjutant Generai .

Louis J, Prouwst COL USA

Waltea A. Rutiedge COL USA Jun 0
Chaplain

William R, Fitzgerald CcOL usa

John W, Betxzold COL USA - Oct 70
Headquarters Commandarit . .

C. O, Wilscen COL USA

Howard W. Greer COL USA Oct 70
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Command Surgeon .
Richard R. Taylor BG USA

Robert Bernotein BG Usae Aug 70
Director, Construction Directorate '
Elmer P. Yates BG USA
Edwin C. Paul (Acting) CAPT USN May 70
Robert M. Tar*ox BG USA Jul 70
Robert P, Young MG USA Dec 70
Director, Training Directorate
Wallaca L. Clomaut BG USA
John Q. Henion BG USA Jun 70
Chief, Free World Military Asalstance Office
Waiter E. Revie cOoL USA
Willard W, Hawke COL USA Jun 70
Chrief, Data Menagement Agency
L, Q. Anderson COoL USA
‘James F, Reldy . ’ cOoL USA Jun 70
Provost Marshal
Warren H, Metaner . COL USA
Thorton E, Ireland COL USA Jv? 70
WA — .
} - —
MACY Advivory Units .

Chief, Naval Advisory Group/COMNAVFCRV

Elmo R, Zumwalt YADM UsN
f \ Jerome H. King, Jr. VADM USN May 70
Bk Chief, USAF Advisory Group :
Kendall 8, Young BG USAF
Senior Advisor 1 CTZ/C%, XXIV Gorps®
Melvin Zais LTG USA
Jumnes W. Sutheriend LTG USA - Jvn 70
} ® Senior Advisor 1 CTZ was changed from CG, UI MAF to CG, XXIV Corps 9 Mar.
!. ‘3,} 1, * . B
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Senior Advisor ICTZ/CG, III MAF

Herman Nickerson, Jr, LTG USMC

K. B, McCutcheon LTG USMC Mar 70

Donn J, Robertson LTG USMC Dec 70
Senior Advisor I CTZ/CG, I FFORCEV

Charles A, Corcoran LTG USA

Arthur 8, Collins, Jr, LTG USA Feb 70
Senior Advisor III CTZ/CG, Il FFORCEV

Julian J, Ewell LTG USA

Michael 8, Davison LTG UsA Apr 70
CG, DMAC

R, Wetherill MG USA

Hal D, McCown MG UsA Jan 70
CG, CMAC*®

Charles J. Girardks BG USA

Byron D, Greene (Acting) COL USA Jan 70

Herbert E, Wolf BG USA Mar 70

SA, Capital Military Assistance Team (CMAT)
Kyle W. Bowie COL USA Jun 70

Component Service Gomumanders
Air Force

Vice Commander, 7AF

Robert J, Dixon MG USAF

Ernest C. Hardin, Jr. MG USAF Jun 70
Commander, 834th Air Division

John H, Herring, Jr. BG USAF
Army
DEYCG, USARV

Frank T, Mildren 1.TG USA

William J. McCafirey LTG USA Jul 70

CO, 5th Special Forces Group (Abn)
M. D, Kealy COL USA

*  CHAC changed to SA, CMAT,

%% Died 16 Jan,
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CQG, lst Logistical Command¥*

Walter J, Woolwine MG VoA
CG, USA Engr Command

John A, B, Dillardss MG USA

Robert M, Tarbox (Acting) BG usSa May 70

Charles C, Noble MG USA Jun 70
CO, USA Hq Area Command (HAC)

Robert M, Younyz COL USA

Lewis D, Qverstreet COL USA Nov 70

Michael J, L, Greene BG UsSa Dec 70
CG, lst Cav Div (Ambl)

Elvy B. Roberts MG USA

George W, Caseyidkk MG USA May 70

Johrathan R, Burtoen (Acting) BG usa Jul 70

George W, Putham, Jr. MG USA Jul 70
CG, Ist Inf Div,

Albert E, Milloy MG USA

John € Henionkkkk BG USA Marx 70
CG, 4th Iuf Liv (-) )

Glenn D, Walker MG USA

William A, Burke MG USA Jul 70
CG, 23d Inf (Americal) Div

Lloyd B, Ramsey MG USA

Albert E. Milloy®:kkk MG USA Mar 70

James L. Baldwin MG USA Nov 70
CG, 25th Inf Div

Harris W, Hollis MG USA

Edward Bautz, Jr, MG UsSa Apr 70

¢ Command disestablished 15 Jun,

¢« Killed 12 May in helicopter crash,

sek Killed 7 Jul in the crash of his command helicopter,
®xex Departed RVN & Apr when Hg, Ist Inf Div redeployed,

22 Roplaced MG Ramsey when he was injured in helicopter accident
18 Mar,

UNCLASSIFIED




UNCLASSIFIED

CG, 101st Abn Div (Ambl)

John M, Wright, Jr. MG USA

John J. Hennessey MG USA May 70
CG, lst Avn Bde

Allen M. Burdett, Jr. MG USA

George W. Putnam, Jr. BG USA Jan 70

Samuel G, Cockerham (Acting) COoL USA Jul 70

Jack W. Hemingway BG USA Aug 70
CG, lst Signal Bde

Thomas M. Rienze MG usa

Hugh F, Foster, Jr, MG USA Jur. 70
CG, lst Bde, 5th Inf Div (Mech)

William A, Burke BG Usa

John G, Hil}, Jr. BG USA Jul 70
CG, 173d Abn Bde

Hubert S, Cunningham BG USA

Elmer R, Ochs BG usa Aug 70
GG, 199th Inf Bde (Lt)

Williamn R, Bond# BG USA

Robert W, Selton (Acting) COL USA Apr 70

Joseph E, Collins COoL USA Jul 70

George E, Williams LTC USA Sep 70
CO, 3d Bde, 9th In{ Div

Andrew J, Gatsis COlL USA

Walworth F, Williams COL USA Mar 70
CO, llth Armd Cav Regt

Denn A, Starry COL USA

John L. Garrity coL USA Jun 70
Navy
DEPCOMNAVFORV/First SEA LORD

William R, Flanagan RADM USN

Hoenry Suerstedt, Jr, oo RADM USN Jan 70

Herbert S, Matthews, Jr, RADM USN Apr 70

% Killed in action { Aor,

¢+ Departed RVN 6 Apr for surgery,
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COMNAVSUPPACT/NAVFORVREP Danang#

Robert E, Adamson, Jr, RADM USN

Philip S, McManus RADM USN Dec 70
COM 3d Naval Construction Bde (NCB)**

John G, Dillon RADM USN
Dep Dir, PACNAVFACSEA/OICC/COM 3d NCB**

Henry J, Johnson RADM USN

Albert R, Marschall RADM USN Mar 70
USMC
<G, 1st Mar Div

Edwin B, Wheelerxx* MG UsSMC

Charles F, Widdecke MG USMC Apr 70
CG, lst MAW

Willian G, Thrash MG USMC

Alan °. Armstrong MG usMC Jul 70
LG, Force Log Command

Mauro J. Padaline BG usMC

Jame R, Jones BG UsMC Qct 70

Princina! Commanders of Free World Military Forces

Australian Army Voluniesr Fuorce, Vietnam

R, A, hiay MG

e A, E, Fraser MG Mar 70
Now Zealand Army Forces, Vieinam

K. C. Fenton LTC

V. B, Brown LTC Aug 70
Republic of Korea Forces, Vietnam

Lee Sue Ho LTG
Roya) Thai Forces, Vietnam

Chaveng Youngchazroen LG

Serm Na-Nakorn TG Jul 70

* Command disestablished 30 Jun and RADA Adumson assumed command
Naval Support Activities, Saigon 1 Jul,

2% RADM Marschall relieved RADM Johnson 2 Mar and RADM Dillon on
4 Mar as command of the 3d NCB was added to the Dep Dir, PACNAVFAC-
SEA/OICC hillet.

*#% Returned to CONUS after sulfering anjuries in helicopter crash,
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ANNEX C

CAMBODIAN SANCTUARY COUNTER - OFFENSIVE

To protect our men who are in Vietnam and to guarantee
the continued success of our withdrawal and Vietnamization
programs, I have concluded the time has come for action,

President Richard M. Nixon,
Washington, 30 Apr 70

The Importance of Cambodia

{8) The war in the Republic of Vietnami (RVN) was a war for the control of population, and
more than two-thirds of the population of the republic resided in III Corps Tactical Zone (CTZ),
IV CTZ, and the Capital Military District (CMD) which included the capital city of Saigon, Con-
sulidating and expanding GVN control of the areas were considered vital to successful prosecution
of the defense of the RVN, Reccgnition of this by the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese Army
(VC/NVA) was attested by the fact that of 14 base areas (BA) and sanctuaries located on the
Cambodian border, 10 of them were contiguous to IIl and IV CTZ, Seven of them were contiguous
to J11 CTYZ {See Figure 1),

{$) Prior ta 1966 arms, munitions, and other logistic support were supplied to 11l and IV
CTZ and the CMD by sea from Noarth Vietnam, Sampans and junks were used, but the majority
of the supplios arrived on 100-ton steel-hulled trawlors which unloaded directly on the beaches,
In 1966 Opevation MARKET TIME, a naval blockade of the RVN, became effective. It closed the
direct soa line of communication (LOQC) for supplivs from North Vietnam (NVN) to the populated
areas of RVN, 1In October 1966 the first arms shipment areived in Sihanoukville, a seaport oa
the cantral Cambodian coast of the Gulf of Siam. Through negotiations with private individuals
in the Cambudian political hierarehy and with the tacit approval of the Cambodian goverament,
the VC/NVA thus changed theiv major supply route to Cambodia, Arms were delivered to the
port and shipped by truck on Highway No. 4 to Kompong Speu, where they were stored in two log-
istic dopots, One depot was operated by the VC/NVA, tha other by the Cambodian ¢ 222y, When
the two depots were full, some supplies were stored at the Gambodian army compound at Lovak,
northwest of Phnom Penh, The munitions and other supplies were then transported over Cam-
budia's all weather road network divectly to the BAs contiguous to the RVN (rontier,

(S) Cambodia became not only the major LOC to IIT and IV CTZ, but alsu provided secure
infiltration routes from NVN, sanctuaries for the teoops, BAs3, and a source of rice for those
enemy areas that needed it.{ 1) The buildup of US troops in 1965 later forced NVN to ox-
pand its troop commitment in the RVN, Cambodian territory provided a safe extension of ine
filtration trails to 11T and IV CTZs, lLarge troop commitmoents, plus the loss of control over
rive producing arcas placed VC/NVA troops in I and III CTZs and southern Laos in a rice deficit
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position. As much as 20 percent of the VC/NVA rice needs in the three arcas was purchaser in
Cambodia, Finally, Cambodia provided the most essential element of all, sanctuaries. In re-
cent history no guerrilla war had succeeded without sanctuaries. The sanctuaries along the bor-
der in Cambodia provided areas for logistical bases, termination of infiltration routes, training
areas, rest and relaxation, hospitals, aad tactical jump off points for action in Ill and IV CTZs,
Moreover, continued Allied successes within RVN pushed large numbers of main force units back
into border sanctuaries.,

{S) In summary, from 1966 as the war in the RVN evolved, Cambodia's strategic impnrtance
to the VC/NVA grew (See Figure 2), It provided them with 1.OCs for arms, food, and men while
the international border protected sanctuaries and BAs from Allied operations, Without the stra-
tegic advantages provided by the use of Cambodian territory, the possibilities of a VC/NVA vic~
tory in the RVN were significantly diminished. The use of Cambodian territory for 1.OCs and
rice supply became a prerequisite for a long run VC/NVA military success in Il and IV CTZs,
Their military posture in these arcas also directly affected their political power,

{S) The growth of VC/NVA presence in Cambodia was not unnoticed by the Cambodians,
Cambodia had a historic fear of the militarily aggressive Vietnamese. In fact, only the French
intervention in Indochina, in the middle of the last century, saved Cambodia [rom being consumed
by the expansive tendencies of her neighbors. Even in 1970 none of Cambodia's neighbors recog-
nized her boundaries, This resulted in the main goal of Cambodian foreign policy, since full
independence in 1955, being the preservation of her sovereignty and territorial integrity. This
occupation of a large portion of her eastern frontier by VC/NVA made Cambodia extremely
nervous about VC/NVA intentions, Those fears were exacerbated by other VC/NVA aclivity in
Cambodia. Enemy presence inpopulated areas along the burder disturbed the local inhabitants,
At times the VC/NVA harassed them by collecting taxes, conscripting them [or labor, and re-
stricting their movement. Internal political pressure began to build for their removal, The
VG/NVA also began to aid the local Communist insurgents, the Khmer Rouge. Finally, they
clased off 1arge sectors of the border to Khmer officials, The areas experienced de facto
occupation, and the Khmer goverament lost all soveraignty ovaer the,.,

(8) On 14 Mar 69 the Cambodian government's public campaign to limit VC/NVA presence
and activities in Cambedia began, Sihanouk, after years of denial, admitted that Cambodian ter-
ritory was being usad by the VC/NVA, In May 1969 the Cambodians instituted an arms embargoe
against the major transshipment of arms froam Kompong Speu and Lavek to burder BAs, That
embargo lasted until mid-September, Sihanouk wag believed to have arranged a quid pte quo
apreement with the North Vietnamese at Ho Chi Minh's funeral {8-10 Sep 69), allowing the release
of 3,000 to 5,000 tons of supplies to the North Vietnamese if they would dao the following: confine
their activities in Gambodia to specified enclaves and obtain permission from the Cambodian
government to move between enclaves; promise to vacate the enclaves as their need for the san-
ctuarios declinod; and stop aiding the Khmer Rouge,

(S} Reports indicated the release of supplies by the Cambodians was graduated to make sure
that the North Vietnamese lived up to their agreement, Public pressure also continued. In the
October 1969 {xsue ol the Lo Sangkum, the government publishod political party magazine, a
special report from Ceneral Lon Nol, the Prime Minister and Minister of Defense, wus published
showing the concentrations of VC/NVA units alony the eastern frontier and estimating their strength
at 40,000. In a speech, referring to the American bombing of the Dak Dam military post in
Mondolkiri Province in mid-November 1969, Prince Sihanouk stated it was the presence of the

+
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Viet Cong and Viet Minh (North Vietnamesé)that drew American fire power on the camp and
raosulted in Khmer deaths, Finally in a very strong editorial printed in the 19 Dec 69 Realites
Cambodgiennes, Sithanouk denounced the Communists and spoke of the direct Communist threat .

"and the level of corruption in the government, In the 1960e-Stlianouk nationalized the commerc 1l

againat Cambodxa and his government, . . st
(S) The Communist presence also impacted oh two other factors in the country. the economy

sector of the economy, including the marketing and the exporting of rice. The government set \
domestic farm prices low and made a profiten’ both the internal and foreign markets. The higher
prices offered by the VC/NVA caused the development of a black market in rice and a distortion \
of the domestic pricing and marketing system. The rice sold to the VC/NVA also represented a )
loss in foreign exchange, This way important since Cambodia's foreign exchange reserves were
low due to a drop in rice exports over the past 4 years. The drop was the result of low world -
prices for rice, low domestic prices which gave little stimulus for expanding production, and
the more lucrative market provided by the YC/NVA. The shortage of rice for export worsened in
1969 due to a very small rice harvest in May 1969, caused by an unusually dry winter season in -
1968-69, Eventually this led to the importation of rice from China to ease rising prices in
Phnom Penh, This was the first time in decades that Cambodia, normally 2 major rice eyporter.
had to import rice. . :

(S) An attempt to control rice sales to the VC/NVA wag made by the Cambodian government
on 25 Sep 69 when itsigned a trade treaty with the Provisional Revolutionury Government (PRG)
of South Vietnam valued at US $2, 400,000, The traaty was also believed to have been arranged
at Ho's funeral. Three major items of the treaty were rice, petroleum products, and bicycle:
parts, The goods were to be purchased through Cambodian government agencies and paid for in
hard currency. The PRG never really honored the treaty. They tircumvented its provisions as
well as continuing to buy from smugglers, That fact became a boae of contention between the
Khmer government and the PRG,

‘ M -l

(8) VC/NVA illegal preaence in Cambodia, their need for the use of territory, their _
necessity for food, and the illegal transit of arms across a neutral country required tacit ape
proval of government and army officials at all levels. Domestic and international smuggling also
prospered, AL of those activities distorted the price system and led to graft and corruption at
all levels, The graft also created bureaucratic malfunctions and general bitterness betwaen the
"“haves" and "have nots" in thd government and those circles who tried to influence the governmet}

(S) It was within that getting the Salvation Covernment of Lon Nol began on 12 Aug 69. Its”
leadership was composed of men dedicated to reform the economic system und to control VC/NVA
activities in Cambodia, Lon Nol held positions of Prime Minister and Defense Minister, The
man who took the greatest prominence in the government was Prince Sinovgth Sirik Matak, a
cnusin of Sihanouk., Matak served as First Deputy Prime Minister and, fod all practical purposes,
as Prime Ministardue to the frequent absences of Lon Nol from his office. On 25 Aug 69 Lon
Nol's wife died a natural death. Lon Nol took a 30-day mourning leave from his office. On 1
Oct 69 Lon Nol was in Peking for the 20th Anniversary Celebration of the Chinese Communist
Revolution, 1t prubably was during this 10-day visit that the rice imports were arranged with
China, On 30 Oct 69 Lon Nol left for France, leaving Matak in charge of the government, He
did not return to Cambodia until 18 Feb 70.

(S} In his introduction of the new government sn 12 Aug 69, Sihanouk gave Lon Nol and Matak
a strony mandate to solve the domestic problems of the country, Most of those centered around the
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faltering economy. It was the basis upon which Lon Nol and Matak had agreed to accept their
positions, Sihanouk, however, kept as his own domain the area of foreign policy. Two immedi-
ate problems developed between Sihanouk and Matak. First, Matak went o n'ut lengths to cut
Sihanuuk out of the decision making process on domestic issues. It included cemoring reports
poing to Sihanouk, as well as limiting Sihanouk's contacts with povernment ofﬂciala. It disturbed
Sihanouk because it limited his influence over domestic politics while |trengthenim. that of Matak,
Secondly, Sihanouk considered the presence of the VC/NVA in Cambodia a foreign policy matter,
whereas Matak saw it as a domestic one. Sihanouk became bitter at Matak for intruding on his
foreign policy preropatives, Matak accused Sihanouk of reaeging on his mandate to allow the
Salvation Government to solve domestic problems.

.
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(S) The friction between Matak and éhanouk grew and their relations deteriorated. Sihanouk
made three attempts at political manecuvers to bring about the down {all of the govérnment. The
last and most serious attempt occurred at tho National Congress meeting held 27-29 Dec 69, At
that meeting strong political opposition to Sihanouk became evident. It was generally believed
that had suunonk wished he could have brought the Lon Nol government down. He chose not to do
it at that timie. A major factor may have been the meeting was aired on television and radio,
Sihanouk had not wanted his opposition to be given either publicity or surfaced to the public at
large. Seven days later, 6 Jan 70, Sihanouk 'departed for Europe.

(S) Sihanouk did have health problems and although ostensibly that was the reason given..a 5§
. there were other benefits to_he derived from hie leaving the countr “ - A
; ’ "'2,&'-:!:\133%%3

. His 3ep| ;t;;c
ilso enabET I TS avoid a meeting with Pham Van Don, North Vietnamese Prlmo Minister,
scheduled to visit Phnom Penh on 26 Jan 70, Sihanouk may not have wanted to explain either

Cambodia's military policy or his statements concerning VC/NVA presence and the threat to
Cambodia at that time. .

" (S) No doubt Sihanouk realized he took domestic political risks by leaving Cambodia., His
extension of Lon Nol's etay in Europe from 12 Jan 70 to 18 Feb 70 indicated that he had some
reservations about having Lon Nol and Sirik Matak in Cambodia at tha same time. Next to
Sihanouk those two men were the most powerful individuala in the country. Lon Nol, s» past
Commander in Chief of the Army, and at that time Premier and Defense Minister, had strong
army backing, Matak had the backing of the business comnmunity and the government bureaucracy,
Why Sihanouk allowed Lon Nol to return on 18 Feb 70, or why he sent him back to Cambodia was
not known, The svent stands as a major political mistake.
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(S) On 8 Mar the first hints of trouble appeared. Suppcsedly spontancous demonstrations
against VC/NVA presence in Cambodia broke out in several towns in provinces bordering the
III and IV CTZs of the RVN, Demonstrations were most severe in Svay Rieng Province. That
was a province in which VC/NVA presence was very apparent to the inhabitants. It was also
where the Parrot's Beak, Angel's Wing, and Crow's Nest were located. Each of them had his-
torically been areas of concentrated VC/NVA strategic and tactical activity because of their proxi-
wity to major population areas in III and IV CTZs. Sporadic, small, and relatively insignificant
demonstrations continued to take place in the border provinces on the 9th and 10th. On the morn-
ing of 11 Mar, the PRG and NVN Embassies were sacke:}, and their contents burned in the streets
before the embassies. The crowd was estimated in the thousands, The demonstrations had all of
the indications of government planning, Schools were closed. Foreign embassies were called by
a quasi-governmental organization and warned wuat was going to happen. Police protected embassy
employees and the embassy buildings themselves, but allowed the crowd tc burn the contents in the
street. Banners in English, French, and Khmer were displayed,

(S) 1t is quite possible Sihanouk himself originally approved some form of mild demonstration.
He was to leave France for Czechoslovakia on 12 Mar, and then continue on to Moscow and Peking,
Mild demonstrations against the VC/NV4 presence in his homeland could have improved his bar-
gainingposition with the 1ISSR and the CHICOMS, who could have helped to restrain the VC/NVA
in Cambodia. Such demonstrations could also impress those two goveraments with the strength
of the rightist element in Cambodia and with the necessity of foreign aid to quel) the growth of
dissent, '

1S) Whether they had been given initial approval or not, Lon Nol and Sirik Matak successfully
escalated the demonstrations {ato an internatisnal incident and a tour de force. There was evi-
dence that Lon Nol contemplated the overthrow of Sihanouk. The sacking of the embassies was a
direct slap at the PRG and NVN, and an indirect one at Communist Chira. The aptness of the day
was certaiuly not overlooked, It was 6 years earlier, on 11 Mar 64, that the US Embassy was
sacked and burned. A break in diplomatic relations followed in 1965, The sacking of the NVN and
PRG Embassies committed Cambodia to a strong anti- VC/NVA policy. This was reflected wi-llly
in international news media. It also emasculated Sihanouk's bargaining position in Moacow and
Poking. He was committed to a strong policy. Furthermore, neither Moscow nor Peking would
be able to assess his domestie political power, : -

(8) On 12 Mar 70 two very hard-line policies were announced. The objectives of these policies
were to place Cambodia in a truly noutral position in relation to the war in the RVN, lLon Nel
proclaimed that all VC/NVA troops were to be out of Cambodia by 15 Mar, Sirik Matak cancelled
the PRG trade treaty and halted all trade with the VC/NVA, i

(S) Meanwhile back in Paris, Shanouk's 11 Mar speech dealing with the sackings of the
embagsies started the whaels moving to remove him as Chief of State, Sihanouk saie he was
going to return to Cambodia hwmunediately. He also #aid the people and the army would have to
choose between himself and thosc responsible for these deeds. Lon Nol and Matak recognized
that if Sihanouk ¢eturned they would be unemployed, The interest groups standing behind them
als. realized that if Lon Nol and Matak were veplaced, any possibitity for refora or a havder
line againat VC/NVA presence in Cambodia would disappear. There would be a return to Yae
pre-August 1969 situation, with little hope for change. -
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(S) The immediate necessity was to remove the two strong Sihanouk backers on the Council
of Ministers, Sosthene Fernandez and Oum Manorine. Fernandes, Minister of State for National
Security, had control over all para-military troops while Mancrine, Monique's haif brother and
Minister of Surface Defense, was in charge of the police forces, Fernandez resigned and Manorine
was removesd constitutionally from the Council of Ministers by being implicated in smuggling
cloth into the country. Both were placed under house arrest. Thus by 17 Mar all potential op-
position had been removed by constitutional means.

(S) On 18 Mar the National Assembly met in secret session and unanimously voted to re-
place Sihanouk as Chief uf State. They selected Cheng Heng, National Assembly President, to
serve ay the acting Chief of State. Sihanouk was informed of this action by the Russians as he
boarded a plane in Moscow for Peking.( 2 )

(8) Sikanouk’s initial reaction was that the act was unconstitutional. According to him, the
Constitution of Cambodia did not give the assembiy the authority to remove the Chief of State,
This was correct, but under Article 122, the Assembly did have the right to appoint the Chief of
State. According to the French legal system, upon which Khmer law was based, what an assem-
bly had che right to grant, it had the right to take away, This was the argument on which Lon Nol
and Sirik Matak based the constitutionality of their actions,

(U} Until 23 Mar there was still a possibility of compromise between the new government and
Sihanouk. On 23 Mar, however, Sihanouk pelarized the political situation in Cambodia by broad-
casting a call for arms over Radio Peking, His speech contained five points, First, he dissolv-
od the cabinet headed by Lon Nol on the grounds of high treason. Second, he called for the for-
mation of a pational union government, Third, a consultative assembly was to be formed, compos-
ed of poople from all walks of life, Fourth, a national liberation army was to be recruited to
fight the Lon Nol gavernment, and finally, the United National Front of Kampuchea (FUNK) was to
be formed by uniting the natioral uaion government, consultative assembly, national liberation
army, and the pepular masses,

{S} Twa other political eventa further aligned Sihanouk with Communist elemnaents, This
ointed the Lon Nel-Sirik Matak goverament as rightist, rather than the neutralist position they
intended to project, First, on 21 Apr Troung Chinh, Chairman of the National Assembly in -
North Vietnamn, amnounced that Vietnam, lausg, snd Camboedia had formed the Indo-Chinese
Peoplo's United Frout, The Front met on 23 and 24 Apr, and Prince Sthanouk played a leading
role at the meeting, Secondly, Sihanouk announced on 5 May the actual formation of the Royal
Government of National Union and atated (hit three of its cabinet members were alroady in
Cambodia, He ¢laimed his government was not a government-in-oxile, but the true goverament
of the people of Cambedia,

{S) The VC/NVA reaction to the change in Chief of State in Cambodia and the US/ARVN
cross-border operation broke down inio five distinct pheses. The firs® phrzs cammenced with
the proclamation on 12 Mar by Lon Nol that all VC/NVA t:cops would be out of Cambodia by 15
Mar. Although Carnbodian ariny units moved into threatening positions in the Fishhook, Parrot's
Beak, and BA 704, no aignificant clashes took place. The period was typified by the VC/NVA all
along the border assuming 360 degree defense positions. Two contingency moves were also made,
COSVN headquarters apparently moved {rom the Fishhook area of Cambodia to northwestern
Tay Ninh Province of the RUN and the PRG and NVN Embassicos requested the [CC flight to stop
in Phnom Panh and it their staffs to Hanof. The (light arrived on 27 Mar and delivered the
staffs to Hanoi on 28 Mar,
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(S) The second phase was initiated by pro-Sibhanouk demonstrations. Although there were
some demonstrations south of Phnom Penh in Kompong Speu and Takeo Provinces, the major
demonstrations took place in Kompong Cham Province in the towns of Snoul, Krek, Chup, and 4
Kompong Cham, All of the towns were located near large rubber plantations staffed by North 3
Vietnamese labor. It was believed that the laborers formed the heart of the demonstrations. The = F
most serious demor.stration was in Kompong Chamn where several government buildings were
burned and two national assemblymen were killed, ‘The)d_e.monstrators from Kompong Cham
T traveled on trucks to Phnom Penh and attempted to riot there. They were met on the outskirts

N u«t  of the city and dispersed by Cambodian army-elements. Reports indicated that during the 5 days
of rioting, 100 or more demonstrators-were killed by the army and police, \

(S) The pro-Sihanouk rioting apparently had two objectives. The first was to stimulate
. spontancous pro-Sihanouk demonstrations throughout the country, thus teating the stability of
ERE : the government. The second was to cause encugh civil disturbance that Cambodian army units
o would have to be called back to urban areas, thereby relieving the pressure on VC/NVA units
along the border. The VC/NVA failed to achieve their first objective, but were successful in
accomplishing the second. .

(8) On 1 Apr VC/NVA units began moving along the border. By 12 Apr they had achieved
el their objective of controlling a corridor along the border from the Fishhook to the Gulf of Siam.
r‘*’r"" The width of the corridor varied from 10 to 15 km, All Cambodian border posts and inastallations
B between the Gulf of Siam and the Mekong River were eliminited and only Cambodian posts of
company size or larger existed north of the Mekong. The VC/NVA successfully secured their

BAjs and had freedom of movement along the border., That completed the third phase of the
Vg/ NVA reaction,

~ .

SR {S) The fourth phase, beginning on 13 Apr, was initially murked by the VC/NVA gecuring ali rs
o major LOCs leading.to their BAs. They cut Highway No 13 between Snoul and Kratie in the Kratie
SRS Province. By 28 Apr they controlled Snoul, Mima=.. Krek, ahd stretches of Highway No 7 leading

o from tho town of Kompong Cham to Krek, In Svay Rieng Province, they pushed up Highway No 1
taking the towns of Chi Phu and Preasaut and threatening Svay Rieng City, VC/NVA moved north

B et of BA 704 and secured the LOCs leading into the base, Somse elements ook the town of Saang,

: 'e' \u approximately 20 km south of Phnom Peah, Similar movement cut Highways No 2 and No 3 at the

.,.r..;‘,;, city of Takeo and Ang Tassom, just to the west of the city. Units also harassed Highway No 4 in

IRTRN Kompong Speu FPeovince, By the end of the fourth phase it was spparent that the VC/NVA were
attempting to isolate the capital city of Phnom Penh in order to apply increasing political puum’e’.

A It was during that pericd the Indo-Chinese Peaple's United Front was formed. They also showed

intentions of occupying the ‘eastern portion of Cambodia between the Mekong River and RVN border.,

{S) Phase five began with the initial ARVN crose-border operation into the Angel's Wing and
Crow's Nest on 29 Apr followed by the | May US/ARVN operation into &ho}‘ishhook. The VC/
NVA reaction consisted of withdrawing [rom their border sanctuaries and moving back into
Cambodis, leaving their supplies bahind, Units further in the interior then began to take over
4, towns slong the Mekong, Chhiung in the Province of Kratie was the firat to fall, Kratle, Stung
Treng, and Siem Paag on the Tonle Kong River in northern Stung Treng Province were quick to
follow. Those moves, coupled with the fall of Attopeu in Southern Laos, indicated the VC/NVA

were trying to open a3 LOG from Laos > Cambodia via the Tonle Kong and Mekong Rivers.

- : L4
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Political

Background

(S) After the long period of French colonial rule ended in 1954, Cambodia charted its course
aa a neutralist in SEA. This was not a new development for she had trod the same path before
coming under French rule. In her long history as a small power, she had selected that approach
as 2 means of national survival and preservation of the ethnic identity of the Khmer, people,

(S} Until the early 19608 Prince Sihancuk held a neutral position in world affairs while using
the traditional Cambodian tactic of playing the Thais and the Vietnaniese one against the other as
a means of survival, In the early 1960s, however, he apparently felt events in Laos and South
Vietnam required some shift in his attitude towards the Communiat world, At that time he began
to meod his fences with the Communists in an apparent hedge against the possibility of Laos and
South Victnam eventually falling to them,

(S) Three events in 1963 probably played a part in Sihanouk's decision to seek assistance
from Peking and Hanol. The bloody coup in South Vietnam which deposed President Diem was

one. The second, discovery of a coup plot in Cambodia, probably broyght on the third, bresking
MQW : ‘
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{S) Breaking diplomatic relations with the US cost him an annual average of $25 million in
foreign ald. He attempted to offset that by cultivating the Communists, Soon aiter the deposal
of Diem, he visited Peking and Hanoi and attempted (o repair relationa, sesking particular help
from the Chinese in restraining the North Vietnamese from completely over-running Cambodia,
At that point he began towaiver on the tight rope of asutralism. .

{S) During the next 6 years Sihanouk exparienced increasing prodblems. The loss of
American aid required economic adjustments in Cambodia, Those, in turn, decreased foreign
investment and led to an inflated currency. Government controls ware placed on banking, foreign.
trade, and rice production in an attempt to stabliice the nation, The controle, particularly thoss
on rice, caused & hardship on the peasants {n geveral aress and lad to an upsurgs in the Khmer
Rouge insurgent movement, which by 19569 had spread in geveral border provinces and was proba.
bly supported to a small extent by the VC/NVA,

(S) Cambodia‘s dccommodating relations with the Communiste brought discontent among the
people. The VC/NVA received covert logietic support to thelr BAs along the boeder. Supplies
wete moved to the havans theough the port of Sihanoukville and trucked overland, Ostensibly
they were provided under military aid agreemants for the Cambodian Army with Conununiet
China an! ‘e Soviet Union, In reality they ware for the VC/NVA and increased tha vistbility of
the Vietnamese in Cambodia, By Juns 1969 when Cambodia becarne one of the few non-Communiet
nations to recognize the PRG, evidence of widespread resentmant of the Vietaamusse was spparent,

[ ]
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1 Sometime during early 1949 Sihanouk lpparently realized his: olie{ﬂﬂtad swung hisy .
3 tOO"hr to the left and he began fo warm his relifions with'the Wegt." 15 "May he placed' -
an ombargo on munitions shipments to the Communists and in June restored relations with the

~A L

United States. Hie actions were too late, for the seeds of dissent sowed over the past 6 years
}'vjaero be;.inning to ripen, There was increasing criticism of his policies, particularly with re-
Hr' iiéct to economics and failure to control the Khmer Rouge. Although the milita.y remafined

(S) In August 1969, probably with reforms in mind, Sihanouk installed & new government in
‘Phonm Penh with General Lon Nol as its leader. Lon Nol was generally recognized as pro-
western and was willing to take 4 firm stand in attempting to expel the VCYNVA forces from
" Khmer territory. Lon Nol's Deputy Prime Minister was Sisowath Sirik Matak, a cousin of
" .Sihanouk, The deputy had a long and varied career in government and, from time to time, was
n outlpoknn opponent of Sihanouk's socialistic policies and the Prince's courting of the Com-

'(S) The government functioned under the Chief of State. Sihanouk, It was expected to force

Khme: Rouge insurgents. From its mcephon the government and the Chief of State had dxffer-
encea but there was no open opposition until December, {Details of some of the political rhan-
euvering appear in the background section of this chapter.} : :

_IS) Lon Nol returned to Phnom Penh from France on 18 Feb. Three weeks later, 8. Mar,
( vernment sponsored riots against the VC began in Svay Rieng Province, where some of the'
:Ixﬁdqor V0>mctuarieg were located. On ll Mar mobs sacked and burned the NVN and PRG em-
;*' uieg,hﬂmom Penh. Those events provided an excuse to bring army units to.Phnom Penh

\tnd sc&l off the bordera.( 3 ) On 18 Mar Radio Phnom Penh ;nnounced the Natxonal Auembly

i‘(‘

which Sihanouk had treate ' against him., During the same intervie

ted he believed Sihanouk had realized for some time his popularity had slipped. ‘ ’
ihanouk took all of his personal belongings with him when he went to France in early

anuary,{ 4)

' -\corruphon. and actions of Sihano wards the CHICOMs and North Vietnamese were the major -
‘{tctdrs. Those factors disillusioned the clergy and turned the nationaf .a.ssemblv_
1ke dirt,

(S) Intelligence estimates of early April anticipated Lon Nol government would follow the
"historical path of Cambodian neutrality in attempting to assure her national survival.," Further
analysis reasoned:
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Hewever, it will be a more genuine neutrality than that
pursued by Prince Sihanouk. There is the possibility that
Cambodia may shift from a constitutional monarchy to & fe- »
publican form of government. Cambodia will proceed cautious~
ly iu her relations with the West, but she must also court foreign '
investment for her budly battered economy. To do this, Phnom
Penh inust at luast partially liberalize her restrictive social-
istic econexnic laws., Lon Nol's efforts to eject the VC/NVA
forces {rom Cambodia probably will eventually evolve into a
stringently controlled accommodation vith the Communists
in which the Communists would be restricted to certain baae
areas, movement would bé hindered by the military, and trade
with the Communiats by Cambodians would be strictly controlled.
It seema doubtful that Cambodia could afford to make any large
ovartures to the Wes? - such as a U,S. military aid effort - due
to the further deterioration this would cause in relations with the
Communists, but Lon Nol has stated publicly that arms would be
accepted from f{riendly nations.{ 5 )

1 government followed the. predicted -

“Ithe ;ublic position of the government

IOIRNIRIG DG QoK

presence in

was insis - — - TG mﬁ; however, rec-
ognised thire wau a war going on and wanted to be reasonshle, ! A -~ khe goveramentts

desire to reesta ) relgnty over areas lost to the hrough Sihanouk's
permissiveness. S fthe goverament was willing to discuss controlléd
passage of non-military SUPRIes ALd the esatablishment of VC/NVA hospitale and firet aid stations

-in Cambodia,{ 6 ) The new government, at the time, appeared to be following the predicted

course towards complets nsutrality,

(S) Support for the new government developed rapidly. At first the bonzes were divided
over supperting Lon Nol. By late April, however, they ware 90 percent behind them. That very
vital group was wooed to.the goverament side by students who went into the countryside to talk
individually to the priests, who were the key to popular support from the country-peasant classes.
The VC/NVA were not eble to win the Khmer Rouge leader - to their side either. That alded
another plus to Lon Nol's scors. The government released 100 to 150 politice) prisoners, among
them Khmer Ronge, who were personal enemies of Sihanouk. Although Sihanouk had some re-
maining sup..ort in the rural areas, he lost what support he had in the cities, sven among the
lower classeo who turned to the new governnisnt. In the army, morale was going up. Tha
junior officers ware solidly behind the sew government and the older officers ware supporting the
general people‘s line which waa pro-Lon Nol.{ 7 } The government also took strong steps against
all forme of corruption which supported the VC/NVA. Cambodians, as well as minority groups,
tr licking with the black market were targets of governmaent reaction.

(S) While the new g‘overnment wags solidifying ita support, vyrious events and incidents
occurred which were sventually to force it from its intended complate neutraliem and force it
further right and into direct cooperation with tha West. Thu Lon Nol government ordered the
VC/NVA to leave Cambodia but the enuny did not heed the order. The goverament attempted
to litait VC/NVA pressnce to the northeastern suction of the nation by denying them access to
araas west of the Mekong, hoping that they would run out of supplies in about 2 months. { 8 )
However, the VC/NVA chose to do otherwise. (Details of military operations are contained
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: ) onn regtrd(ng the new government's leaders, The government also found a top secret nccord
) A,ncg By Sihahouk and a representati\te of the VC which authorized movement of VC arms through
’mi by payment ofa ntipend.( 10} There was some question about the authenticity of the’
Qen %AE, howevcr. the Lon Nol government used i¢ to discredit Sthanouk by asking the chief
} l\;fd.rloui ptgodu ‘to inform the pcople about Sihanou.k'l treachery,

fg)‘ttme ‘Lon: NOI government built its popular support in two ways, It altered the politico.
trémlc“ﬁa.tterns -éstablished by Sihanouk which had proved offensive to certain elements wi::in
'ba\dix and it bold the people the extent of Sihanouk’s colluoion with the Communista, Nuithez

..,g;};-'.";

3 fo’ﬁ“ Nof Movel Right
" 29 Y“{CT E3

IR
¥ (")“(S)‘ Sihanouk heard of his dismissal while in Moscow. He reacted from Peking. His i:itial
,:e'iction wa- a call-to-arma., That polarized the political situation for it placed Lon Nol in the
pomltioh ‘of having to defend against a force obviously sponsored by the Communists, Formation
fihe Indo-Chinese People's United Front in April, with Sihanouk playing a prominent part, was

".‘unced from Hg,ri and Siha.nouk_amnmr.gd_{nzmg_t_m_n of the Royal Government of National 357
) FEad

BoAnty

Lu‘,3 a;y.

o

;1
~{S)" ‘Sihanouk'a actions and the ref of the VC/NVA to timatu eave Cambodia
Xc 3“1-011"1‘101 to-seek assistance, son Nol had ﬁ.{
‘rt from his pure neutralist p&"t’l’&ﬁ"’ﬂ'ﬂ‘l’!‘!ﬁfd irom nations aligned with the West, Ir

r ’:3 i't;dn‘on assistance were reached with Thailand and South Vietnam, both nations- tradition-

A lcil by Cambodia in nttempts tc retain its. own sovereignty,

: ‘J‘ T-On: 27 May, m Saigor, accords between Cambodia and South Vietnam were reacihed
el ‘d’mic and ﬁnmcxnl co (peration, /ietnamese residents in Cambodia, and the reestabuch-

t-‘.?S)— Afte-r 3 months in power the Lon Nol government appeared to be stabilized, There were
.('.’ountries which maintained or were estakiishing diplomatic relations with the GOC.( 14 )
el ¥y 18 had recognized Sihanouk's government-in-exile. Fcr the most part those who recognized
N ‘ih!nouk were Communist or Communist-leaning nations. Internally, the single most important
'-@Iement m Tam..a.;mng government support was the attitude of the Buddhist hierarchy and

’ Their support was the moat favorahla indicatinn the gavernment had a chance of
rlurvival Sihanouk himself presided over a muddled strucmre__gﬁﬁgm;mmaurnnr_nraa n\v_zt:-mg.ﬁf

fs”H apparently was aware of ’“3

“lack of influence,l <07

{S) In the aftermath of the joint US/ARVN cross-border operations, Lon Nol's governmc 't
was not without problems., There was a continuing nced to keep the people informed and keer
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. A and technicul assistance to imprnve ‘the government's ability to reach the public thmul..h that
: medium, (A description of that assistance is included in the chapter on logistics,). ’l‘herc were
also potential economic problems which had to bo solved. The most vital of those was'the en-
couragement of rice production and distribution, The largest segment of the Cambodian population
_' lived in rural arcas where it was relatively immune to economic shocks, Politically vital Phnom
' Penh and other urban areas, however, were sensitive to the economic conditions, principally to
the availability of rice. The Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs noted that
problem when he cabied, "My impression is that we must assign first priority to efforts which
will encourage rice yrowiny and distribution and help insure that people in Phnom Penh and other
: urban centors are fed."( 18) In the [inal analysis, however, it was impartant to note that the
. : Lon Nol government survived its first 3 months in office and by 1 Jul had not suffered any
i~ significant setbacks.
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Terrain and Weather
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{U) The area west of the Parrot's Beak and south of Route 1 was generally flat, although
there were small areas of higher ground scattered throughout. Normal elevations were between
1 and 3 meters with slopes generally less than 1 percert. The northern lowlands were designated
as that ares generally north of Cambodizn National Route i, Elevations were somewhat higher in
that area, 3 to 6 meters. From the Dog's Head to the Fishhook the topography was gently to mod.
erately rolling with the local relief varying from 10 to 25 meters and slopes generally averaging
3 to 5 percent. The relief did, however, become increasingly more rugged east of the city of
Snoul, The area began as a relatively smooth, flat plain with anaveraye elevativa of 70 meters
and increased in elevation to the mountains of the Du Muong Platcav rising to heights of 650 and
700 meters,
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(U) Throughout the area south and north of Route 1, the drainage was generally poor and
large porticns of the area were inundsted for a large part of the year. With the increasein
relief throughout the northern lowlands, the dvainageimproved considerably. In the Fishhook
area there were two major streams, the Chhlong and Chami, Each of the streams were fed by
aumerous intermittent and a few perennial tributaries. All other streams radiated from topo-
graphic highs snd were generally intermittent near their source and became parennial out on the
s i flatland,

-

(U) The area south of Route 1 was & combination of rice cultivation and swamps with a few
patches of brushwoods, Widely scattered palms were sometimes encountered on the dikes of
cice fields and emall canals. In the nocthern lowlands the major vegetation categories were
single canopy, light undergrowth forest and rice fields. There were also some small aress of
brushwoods and open grhssy fields, Starting in the area of the Dog's Head and extending to the
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Du Muong Plateau, the vegetation was extremely diverse and of a complicated growth pattern,
The predominant vegetation was single canopy, light undergrowth forest; however, there were
numerous patches of mult-canopy, dense undergrowth forest scatterd throughout the area,
There were large plantation complexes, primarily rubber, and also extensive rice cultivation,
In general trafficability was directly related to the amount and frequency of precipitation,

(U} There were only two roads (Routes 1 and 7) that had an all-weather classification and two
routes (Routes 24 and 109) that were partially all-weather roads, Routes 13, 78, 131, 254, 701,
1010, and 1011 were limited all-weather roads and were motorable throughout the year; therefore,
they were considered primary LOCs, The other designated Routes (70, 79, 109, 154, 155, 241,
242, 243, 244, 1012, 1013, 1014, 1091, and 1543) were considered to be fair weather routes;
therefore, they were primary LOCs only during the dry season,

(U} During April and May SEA was in the transition period between the northeast and the
southwest monsoons, The southwest monsoon began by the end of May, During that time period
the low level winds shifted from the east-southeast, swinging around to the southwest, and
brought on the warm moist flow of air from the Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Thailand, By 1l Jun
the southwest monsoon was well established, The arrival of the moist air brought a dramatic
increase in cloud cover, thunderstorms, and amount of rain, and a decrease in average tempera-
tures, Stratus and fog frequently occurred in the mountain valleys during the early morning
hours,

(U) During May the weather conditions were generally better than was usually expected in
SEA. A light southeasterly to southerly flow persisted throughout the area until mid-month,
After 22 May the flow gradually shifted to a more southwesterly direction and conditions began
to be more representative of those normally expected, By the end of the month low level cloud-
iness, rainshower, and thunderstorm activity began to increase in frequency with cloud bases
at !, 500-2,500 feet in the morning and 2,500 feet or higher in the afternoon, Surface visibility
was unrestricted in most areas, with the exception of patchy fog in the mountain valleys and
swampy areas that restricted visibilities to 3 to 5 miles between 0500-0900 hours, Precipitation
ranged frori 3,25 inches at Tan Son Nhut to 12,64 inches at Song Be, with most areas along the
border and in Cambodia receiving 6 to 8 inchea, Quan Loi received a recoxrd 5,10 inches of
rain during a single thunderstorm, The southwest monsoon officially began on 28 May, eleven
days after the average starting date, During the first haif of June 1970 better than normal con-
ditions continued to exist., In northern Military Region (MR) 3 and Cambodian border areas,
patchy stratus reduced ceilings to 500-1,000 feet with visibilities 1 to 3 miles in ground fog and
hage during the hours from 0400.1000, Elsewhere over MR3, morning cloud bases wexre at
U, 000+ feet with unlimited visibilities, Afternoon and evening cloud bases in all areas were
2,500-3,000 feot with isolated to scattered rainshowers and thunderstorms, Outside of pre-
cipitation areas, visibility was unlimited, During the last half of June ceiling and visibilities
followed the same gencral diurnal pattern as the first half of the month, Cloud bases were {rom
300 to 500 feet lower and rainshower and thunderstorm activity increased, (19) Rainfall varied
from 6,35 inches at Tan An to 19, 62 inches at Quan Loi, Most Cambodian border arcas received
12 to 18 inchos of rain, with the largest portion occurring during the last half of the month,

(U) The May daily maximum ranged {rom 88 to 102 dogrees; minimums ranged from 75 to 80

degreces, with the average approximately 95 degrees, The June daily maximum varied from 87
to 101 dogrees; minimums varied from 74 to 81 degrees with the average approximately 92 dogrees,
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Enemy Intentions

(U) Several documents captured during the Cambodian operations expressed VC/NVA
intentions in regard to Cambodia, The documents, with the exception of one undated, pre-dated
the cross-border incursion, The enemy intentions indicated were: to help Sihanouk establish his
Royal Government of National Union by establishing local Communist administrators; to work for
the formation of a pro-Communist front organization throughout Cambodia; and to bolster the local
Cambodian guerrilla forces,

{U) After the change of government in Phnom Fenh, the enemy became concerned about
carrying out his objectives and timetable in South Vietnam, To ensure a favorable internal
strategic position for his sanctuaries, he needed to replace the Lon Nol government with one
more sympathetic or to secure the area east of the Mekong River and harass the government
troops to prevent moves against the sanctuaries, To carry out that strategy, it was necessary
to intensify military and political activities,

{(U) The documents were divided into three categories: establishment of front organizations
and local administrations and bolstering of the Khmer Rouge; VC/NVA military role; and fostering
of unity between ‘ue Vietnamese and Cambadians,

(U) The documents dealing with the planned methods to form pro-Sihanouk front committecs
and local governmental administrations and to bolster the local insurgent forces included:

1. A six-page undated guide found in Kratie Province near Sneul, which provided a plan
for the organization of the National United Front of Cambodia at ha nlet and village level, It began
by explaining the characteristics and mission of the front committees:

The front committee will function as a new administration to
replace the present government, It will serve as the leading
organ of the working class and of those patriotic people who

wish to support Prince Sihanouk in his struggle against the

Lon Nol clique and the US; and to develop a tight friendship and
solidarity with the Naticnal Liberation Front of South Vietham and
the South Vietnam Liberation Army.( 21) (SVNLA)

Among the specific missions listed for the front committecs were overthrowing the l.on Nol regime;
improving Khmer-Vietnamese solidarity against the Americans; organizing the people liberation
aseociations such as youth's, women's, and old people's groups; building up the local armed

forcos of the Cambodian Liberation Army; and organizing other village and hamlet front commit-
tees,

2, Another document, dated | May, pertained to the formation of the front, It was titled
“Summary of the Situation of 12 Villages in the Base Areas.' It was concerned with pulitical
activities of an unidentified agency from 11 to 30 Apr. The report stated phase one, lasting from
11 to 12 Apr, consisted of political reorientation of cadre and troops, Phase two lasted from 12
to 30 Apr and concerned activating Cambodian guerrilla forces establishing an infrastructure, At
the end of the period, che goal was to have local Khmer Rouge administrations in five of the 12
villages,

3. A directive of the Military Affairs Party Committee of HQ SVNLA {(found southeast
of Snoul in Kratie Province) was dated 27 Mar and outlined a number of ways to contact Cambodian
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officers.( 22.) It explained the technique for approaching Cambodian officers to ccavince them to
change their allegiance to Sihanouk. In conclusion the document read, "We should point out tu
them that their duty is to save their country. It should also be pointed out to these officers that
we are ready to provide them with every assistance, including cadre and armed forces. "

4. A blank form found on the Mimot Plantftion in Kempong Chom Province pertained to
the formation of the front organization at the hamlet and village level. Dated 18 Apr it listed the
structure of the hamlet and village committees; following the same pattern as the guide already

mentioned. The document stated it was-t6 be used only as a guide until an official statute could \

be made.

5. An NVA soldier's notebook captured in Tay Ninh Province, RVN, in an entry dated
18 Apr, stated he was assigned to activate guerrilla elements and to form the Cambodian National
United Front in certain named hamlets and villages in Kompong Chom Province, Cambodia. He
wasg also responsible for training guerrilla forces in his area.

6. A review of the enemy's political activity was found in a report, dated 19 Agr, un-
covered in Kompong Chom Province, It summarized a meeting held by representatives of the Base
Area Security Committee of COSVN, - The report read: "Since the Lon Nol government has been
isolated, the present situation favors our activities, and we have acquired strong support in the
eastern area of Cambodia, The situation has developed quickly, The Current Affairs Committes
in its assessment states that we still have to make further progress faster, "

(U) Another section of the same report stated:

At present we are striving to expand our areas of activities and

exercige control in them. We now control an area stretchiug from

Road 7 to the vicinity of the Mekong River, and {rom Mimot to
‘an area adjacent to tho Mekong River, This is an jmportant

base area, We had to establish a base area of 60 km in every

direction in order to hold the 60, 000 to 70, 000 people who have

completely sided with Sihanouk. In addition, some thousands of

Vietnamese residents are now living along the bank of the Mekong

River, This Mekong area may fit the transportation, postal- J/
communication, and signal communication strategy.. y

(U)' The second category of documents dealt with the role of the VC/NVA military in
carrying out the establishment of the front. A detailed notebook of the Signal Office of the Mili-
tary Staff Department of HQ SVNLA found in the Mimot area had an 18 Apr entry stating VC/NVA
cadre would head local force companies composed of Cambodian combatants, { 23) In addition,
signal battalions were to be organized by HQ SVNLA for the use of the revolutionary movement.
The signal battalions wera to be used in all provinces and military regions. The notebook also
contained a study of an unspecified directive which related the immediate mission of the VC/NVA
in 1970 was support of the local revolutionary movernent, to consolidate base areas, and to com-
plete combat preparations for attacks on Cambodian troops. :

(U) A notebook of a member of D Bn of the 49th Straggler Recovery and Replacement Regt
stated in a 15 Apr entry the combat mission of the battalion: ".,.is to attack and occupy enemy
areas to expand liberated areas. We will attack...day and night...we must expand the liberated
areas, and establish infrastructure to help our friends reestablish their government. '
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(U) A notebook captured in Kiatie Province stated the purpose of Campaign X in Cambodia
was to destroy the forces of Lon Nol, Areas which were occupied were to be kzld until they
were transferred to Khmer Rouge. In addition the document stated all aRacKs should be conducted
in close coordination with the establishment of the infrastructure. A sacond notebook also referr-
ed to Campaign X. It stated the NVA troops were helping the Khmer pcople develup a sociali-
country, but while doing so, they wece creating a situation advantageo::s ‘7r the liberation c{

South Vietnam. '

{U) The final documents examined were those which gave guidelines to members of the
VC/NVA for fostering Khmer-Vietnamese solidarity. HQ SVNLA had adopted 2 ten-point Coce
of Conduct to govern the conduct of North Vietnamese soldiers toward the local Khmer populace,
The cnde, found in several captured documents, was quite epecific. 72 mentioned propar conduct

with regard to monks, religious institutions, and Khmer women. It aiso covered the nezescity to
pay for any damage and to compensate for all food.

(U) In the Mimot area, a HQ SVNLA regulation, titled '"Battlefield Discip.ine for Troops
Operating in Cambodia, " was found. One interesting section said, "Uo not reveal the prescnce
of the SVNLA in Cambodia. Do not carry documents, Do not speak Viatname:se while in the

presence of PW."

(U) .In summary, the documents were clearly indicative of the intcntions of the VC/NVA 1o
foster & Communist, pro-Sihanouk revolutionary. mbvement in Cambodia, .The ultimate goal vas
to install a pro-Communist government in Cambodia to restore the previous status quo with regard
to sanctuaries and supply routes. It appeared to be a long-range effort consictent with the strategy
of protracted conflict. The NVA were working at the lowest levels, with much attention to detail,
to build a popular base for, Sihanouk much as they hau attempted to do in South Vietnam,

(U} From the documents it appeared country-wide military action would not occur in Cambodia
unti]l the Kkmer Rouge were strengthened to effectively serve as infrastructur= cadre throughout
Cambodia. Also, large-ecale action by the NVA prior to the solid establishmant of the revolution-
ary movement in Cambodia would strip military activity of the aura of a "popviar uprising, " which
was ugually a critical element in NVA actions.
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(U} Until this long-range goal could be accomplished, the NVA would probably attemipt to
solidify their position eaat of the Mekong and gecure a new LOC {rom Laos on the Sekong-Mekong
Rivers.{ 24) It wae also likely the Khmer Rouge would intensify thei - activit :s in areas thew
held, especially in the vice-rich western province of Battambang.

Agsessment of the VC/NVA Threat to Phnom Penh in Late March
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(S) The Communist{ }xad a number of options available among which were: A.

1. Insure safety of VC/NVA base areas by conducting limited military actions to force or
divert the Forces Armies Royales Khmers (FARK) from those areas;

o 2¢ Continue military activities at ti:e present level with a show of force against the FARK
. whenin contact, while continuing effort to foment civil disorder and disruption in support of

Sthanouk; - o, . , . . Bes‘t A\Ia‘!‘iab‘@ Copy
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3. Attempt to seize Phnom Penh and the airport to permit the reinstatement of Sthanouk;

4. Exert a maximum effort to engage and defeat the FARK using additional VC/NVA units
from SVN, if required;

5. Move VC/NVA base areas to SVN and Laos temporarily and rely on Communist political
pressures to force a change in Cambodian government policies.,

Enemy ferces in the border areas of III CTZ totaled approximately 12, 000 (BA 708, 353, and 354),
An additional force of almost 7,000 VC/NVA were in the border area of IV CTZ. The VC/NVA
deployed nearest Phnom Penh were approximately 40 km from the city and most were farther.
Thus, the principal threat to Pnhom Penh lay in the forces deployed along IV CTZ and southern

III CTZ. The FARK forces opposing the enemy were estimated to number some 2, 000 to 4, 000
regular and paramilitary forces along the approaches to Phnom Penh from the east with approxi-
mately 4, 000 more in the city and its environs supported by artillery and air. FARK forces, how-
ever, were weak logistically and had a considerable mix of weapons and equipment which further
complicated their supply problems, In considering the options open to them, the enemy had to
consider the risks involved as well as the potential results of such operations, To achieve the
maximum success for the VC/NVA, it appeared their basic alternatives would be to hold firmly

to their BAs and stand off the FARK or to replace the Lon Nol government with Sihanouk to assure
them a minimum of interference, Options 1 and 2 would probably permit the VC/NVA to hoid their
base areas, but gave them no assurance the Lon Nol goverament would not bring additional pres-
sures to bear if it consolidated its position. Further, they could be subject to increased pressures
from SVN which might make their positions untenable, Nevertheless, option 2 had considerable
merit with reduced risks and could well be followed in the current situation. Option 1 would re-
present only a minimum holding action and -vould not promote their cause, It is possible thatin
following option 2 Hanoi may have accepted certain objectives short of Sihanouk's restoration, It
was possible the Communists would be willing to return to the status quo ante, The Lon Nol govern-
ment presumably would have to agree to limit its activities against Communist bases on Cambodian
soil and renew rice and possibly arms shipments. For their part the Communists would ease off
the pressure, However, should the Communists believe the return of Sihanouk was essential to
their plans, they might be seriously tempied to try to seize Phnom Penh and return Sihanouk to the
capital; Option 3. They would seek to drive the Lon Nol government out and rely on the mixed
emotions of the Khmer people to reinstate Sihanouk, The timing, however, would be essential

to the success of this option. The longer they delayed the less chance they would havae for success.
Moreover, much would depend upon the resistance of the FARK forces, If the FARK forces could
resist successfully, time would permit a buildup of international pressures against the Communist
action and the risk of military action from SVN would increase. The VC/NVA could attack Phnom
Penh with the forces immediately available in the border area of IV CTZ and southern III CTZ,
Barring South Vietnamese intervention but assuming significant numbers of VC/NVA would remain
behind to secure and maintain border base areas against that possibility, VG/NVA chances of
taking Phnom Penh in the short term weras considered less than even since enemy forces immedi-
ately available for attack would then not be substantially larger than those of the FARK, There-
fore, the chances of an early VC/NVA success would be marginal, If the Communists elected ‘v
go this route, however, it was likely troops from other border areas -- and perhaps ‘rom within
South Vietnam itself -- would be brought into action, In the absence of South Vieta nese inter-
vention, their chances of taking Phnom Penh with reinforcements would be good, bat it would
require a longer period of preparation. The VC/NVA chances of taking Phnom ¥ enh would also
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be improved if the political situation became chaotic under increased Communist pressures. If

the city was taken under those circumstances, the VC/NVA would probably be able to hold it for

an extended period of time. On the other hand, if strong RVN malitary action was taken quickly

in support of the Lon Nol government, the VC/NVA would probably not be able to seize Phnom
Penh., As an alternative to taking Phnom Penh, it was possible the Communists could bring down
the Lon Nol government and bring Sihanouk physically back into the country without necessarily
capturing the capital, Over-running some provincial towns -- Svay Rieng, Lomphat, etc,, -- while
threatening Phnom Penh and installing Sihanouk in a ''liberated area' might be enough to do the trick,
It was something of a cross between Options 1 and 4 and it was thought, while the Communists may
not yet have decided to move in this direction, they had the capability of doing so, Sihanouk was
faced with a difficult choice. His chances of returning to Cambodia faded as the status of the Lon
Nol government improved, A bold move, with some chance of success, might tempt him, although
he would probably want assurances the VC/NVA would withdraw to their base areas promptly once
he obtained support from Cambodian units, Sihanouk may not have received such assurances and,
if he were able to return to Cambodian, he might well have found himself heavily indebted to Hanoi
and Peking, As a result, he might have been forced to increase substantially Cambodia's support
of the VC/NVA, Nevertheless, Sihanouk's return to Cambodia could not be ruled out. Option 4
was considered the least likely as it would involve a major effort by the VC/NVA which in this
situation appeared beyond their capability, They would be faced with the problem of fighting a
two-front war in the border area if they should try to take on the FARK and Vietnamese. This
would force the NVA to introduce substantial forces from North Vietnam. A withdrawal to SVN,
Option 5, would be far too costly politically, psychologically, and militarily to be acceptable to

the Communists, and the FARK were not considered capable of driving the VC/NVA out of Cam-
bodia, Under those circumstances the more likely course of action for the Communists would be

to follow Option 2 and seek to disrupt and destroy the Lon Nol government through peolitical and
psychological pressures in tho hope that Sihanouk could be returned to the Communist advantage.( 25)

Movement of VC/NVA Units in Direct Response to the US/RVNATF Penetration into Cambodia

(C) Shown in Figure 3 are cnemy troop locations in Cambodia as of 18 Mar 70, the date of
the Cambodian coup and of the change in the Cambodian policy tuward the VC/NVA, Enemy
activity was confined primarily to the Cambodian/NVA border areas. Figure 4 shows the areas
of estimated VC/NVA control as of 18 Mar 70,

(C)} The enemy repositioned his forces in Cambodia as shown in Figure 5 which depicts their
location as of 30 Apr 70. The primary border build-up occurred in the Delta regions in the vi-
cinity of Chu Doc with secondary increase in enemy activities in the provineos of Svay Rieng and
Kompong Cham, Figure 6 shows areas estimated to be under VC/NVA control as of 30 Apr 70,

(C) On ! May 70 when allied cross-border operations beogan, the enemy responded by
repositioning his treops, The amount of direct response can be notod by the comparison of
onemy locations shown in Figure 5 and those shown in Figure 7. In addition to the US pressure
on enemy forces, the Cambodian Army played a large part in forcing the enemy to reposition his
troops as shown in Figure 7. The enemy influence in Camvodia included the following provinces:

_\ Kampot, Takeo, Kandal, Prey Veng, Svay Rieng, Kompong Cham, Kratie, Mondolkiri, and
Ratanakiri. Figure 8 graphically shows the areas of the estimated VC/NVA controlled areas as
of 30 May 70,
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(C} Figure 9 shows further enemy relocations of the troops in Cambodia as of 30 Jun 70,
The figure shows the extent and depth of the enemy movement into Cambodia to secure new supply

corridors and save BAs, The deep penetration of the enemy forces increased his sphere of in-
fluence to include the following additional provinces: Kompong Speu, Kompong Thom, Stung Trenyg,

Preah Vihear, and Siem Reap. Figure 10 shows the increased areas of influence that were esti- -
mated to be under VC/NVA control as of 30 Jun 70.

(C) Consideration must be given to the effect of cross-border operations on enemy furces
located in South Vietnam. Sincel CTZ did not border Cambodia, the allied cross-border oper- -
ationg did not affect activities or movement of enemy units in that region. In .l CTYZ there was no
enemy movement evident until after the cross-border operations were terminated, At that time
the following unit raovements were noted:

UNIT Dol FROM 10

6th Bn/24th NVA Inf Regt 31 May 70 ZA164724 YA652016

K-20 NVA Sapper Bn 13 Jun 70 28145325 YALIRQ180

K-394 NVA Inf Bn 13 Jun 70 Y BRO4630 YA380168

(C) It was believed that the enemy units listed above redeployed in orde: to reconstitute BAs
and LOCs, although there was no hard source of information avallable to verify that teasoning,
In III CTZ a number of units previously held in RVN muved into Cambodia as a direet rasult of
and after tho start of allied cross-border operations, The enemy formed an assault brigade in
1V CTZ which had the mission of overthrowing the Lon Nol regime and rainstating Prince Sihanouk
as the Chief of State, The brigade was made up of the following units: Hq 101D NVA Inf Regt,
Z-7T NVA Inf Bn, Z-8 NVA Inf By, D-4 NVA Spr Bn, and the D=5 VC MF Spr Bn, Elements of the
101D NVA Inf Regt moved {rom Chau Doc Proviace in mid-April to the vielnity of Kampong Spol
in Cambodia,

(C} Listad below are unita ir all four CTZs in RVN that mmlc significant moves from mid-
March through 30 Jun 70,{ 26

1CTR
UNIT DOI FROM 10

B12 NVA Regt 29 May 70 Y2422 YD205%

17246 NVA Reyt 12 Apr 70 XDt Xhals?

2/246 NVA Regt 12 Apr 70 XD§ssy XD91460

3/246 NVA Regt o2 dpr 70 XDodéd XDESS9

17803 NVA RQept 11 Ape 70 YC3193 YDLTLIY

27803 NVA Regt 11 Apr 70 YC3I897 ymnus

1/803 NVA Regt 11 Ape 70 Y3090 Yyniizw

MR - 5 Ha 19 May 70 2C1327 Unioc/So Centeal -

Quang Tin
8 & 9 Bn 38 NVA Rept 30 Apr 70 YC6030 Unloc/ Central
Quang Mam
L]
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IICTZ
UNIT DOI FROM TO

HQ 40 NVA Arty Regt 1 Apr 70 Unloc/Camb Unloc/Kontum
K-33 Bn/40 Arty Regt 1 Apr 70 Unloe/Camb YB925175
K-30 Bn/40 Arty Regt 1 Apr 70 Unloc/Camb Unloc/Kontum
Hq 28th NVA Inf Regt 1 Apr 70 Unloc/Camb YB915428
K-1 Bn/28th Inf Regt 1 Apr 70 Unloc/Camb Unloc/Kontum
K-2 Bn/28th Inf Regt 1 Apr 70 Unloc/Camb Unloc/Kontum
K-3 Bn/28th Inf Regt I Apr 70 Unloc/Camb Unloc/Kontum
6th NVA Sapper Bn 31 May 70 ZA1672 YA650ICB
K-20 NVA Sapper Bn 13 Jun 70 ZB1432 YA1518GB
K=~394 NVA Inf Bn 13 Jun 70 YUB063 YA3816CB

I CTZ
CT-5 VC Div 11 May 70 YU353065RVN XU718400CB
21s* VC Sapper /Recon Bn 15 May 50 YTZ270888RVN  XU854420CB
22d NVA Arty Bn 10 Apr 70 YT270888RVN YUO078181RVN
26th VC Sig Bn 18 Mar 70 YT301341RVN XUB61424CHB
275th VC Regt 6 Jun 70 YT252981RVN ¥UB1T518CH
CT-7 NVA Div 14 Jun 70 XUMIITIRVN XU307145CH
95th NVA Recon/S8apper Bn 14 May T0 . XU341179RVN  UNK
24th NVA AD Bn 14 Jun 70 XUT91180RVN - XU30T145CB
141st NVA Rogt 2 Jun 70 XUS53342RVN XU400105CB

WCTZ
MR-2/COSVN - 13 Apr 70 WT66R190 WT670277
88th NVA Rogt/MR-2 23 Jun 70 WT655644 WE9H3554
Z-9 Bn/88th NVA Regt 16 Jun 70 WThe 11 WT67 77
MR-2/COSVN 13 Jun 70 WT234229 WT23 139
275 Bn/MR-2 2 Jun 70 WT26920% WT270050
161 D/NT-1 1{ Jun 70 V8920574 VT433466
Z2-7/101 D 14 Jun 70 V8959750 CT48 67
Z-8/101 D 14 Jun 70 VE90557TH G T48 67
D-4 {Spr Camd 15 Jun 70 VE947070 VT8 67
D-5/Spr Comd 15 Jun 70 V8947670 VT48 o7

Enemy Situation Prior to Operations in Cambodia

{€C) The enemy levael of activity was low to modorate during the onths preceding allied
operationa in Cambodia, withenemy forces within the 11 CTZ area concentrating thelr effo-ts
on countering pacification and the enoray divisions on the corps border engaging in sporadic
attacks by fire against allied FSBs, The 1st of April mavked 1 high point in enomy activity in
the interior of the corps area as the anemy iniviated phase one of Campalgn X, During the
nipht of 31 Mar - | Apr there were 50 enomy initlated ground incidents reported includiag ground
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probes and several heavy attacks by fire. That high point was followed during the month by
other attacks by fire on allied installations and an increase in terrorist incidents in Saigon and
other areas,

(C) Prior to allied operations in Cambodia, three enemy divisions were deployed around the
northern and northwestern border of the corps area. Early in April the 9th VC Div moved south
into an area that extended from the Dog's Neck to the Angel's Wing, and included the western
portion of Tay Ninh Province. The apparent mission of the division was to conduct attacks against
ARVN and US forces operating near the border. It appeared also tkat some elements of the division
were targeted against Cambodian units to the west of the Angel's Wing., With the shift of the 9th
VC Div, the 7th NVA Div moved from its old area in northern Binh Long and Phuoc Long Provinces
westward to the Fishhook area, presumably to take over the mission of the 9th VC Div, The
westward shift of the 7th NVA Div and the 9th VC Div increased the area of operation of the 5th
VC Div which then extended from the Binh Long/Phuoc Long boundary to the JI CTZ border. The
mission of the division was to provide security for the 86th Rear Service Gp and its bage area
along the Cambodian border, and to attack allied installations in Phuoc Long.

(C)} Immediately prior to craoss-border operations, enemy activity in III CTZ increased as
phase one of the Campaign X was initiated. Campaign X was the enemy's primary task for
1970, and was a revitalized effort to achieve the goals of COSVN Resolution 9, The resclution
emphasized psychological rather than military victories through attempts to discredit GVN con-
trol and pacification efiorts and cause increased political pressures for a US withdrawal from the
war. The campaign was intended to create a significant change in the war, hapefully with violent
and uninterrupted attacks as extensive and intense a2s those of the 1968 TET Offonsive.

Enemy Sjtuation During Operations in Cambodia

(C) Documents captured in late May suggested that Campaign X plans entailed the move-
ment of the 5th VC Div toward subregional areas novtheast of Saigon, while elements of the 9th
VC Div moved into an avea northwest of the capital city in a coordinated attack, The execution
of the plan was partially prevented by the 'capture of a large munitions cache at Rang Rang by the
3d MSF 2 months prior to the beginning of the offensive, The coup in Cambedia and allied cross-
border operations further disrupted the enemy's plans, and the enemy's divisions withdrew deeper
intao Cawmnbodia, The major elements of the 9th VC Div left the III CTZ bovder area and deployed
westward toward the Mokong River in Cambodia, probably to conduct operations against Cam-«
hodian forces in that vicinity, A PW captured on 7 May vevealed the 271st Regt, 9th VO Div,
capturgd Chak angd then turned it oveor to Cambodian Cemmunist forces, while the 272d Rent
was located south of the Mekong River in the vieinity of Kampong Cham with an apparent intention
of crosaing the river, The 95C Reut was identified along Hiphway Nuo, 7 and was apparently
tasked with an intavdiction mission along that LOC, After allied operations tn Cambodia bepan,
the major elements of the Tth NVA Div remained generally in the Fishhook with the apparent mis.
ston of protecting cache sites and attacking allied FSBs in the area. However, identification of
the 141st Regt, 7th NVA Div, {v the immediate vicinity of Snuol supported the contantion that the
1415t Reyt was tho enemy unit that occupled that city during the last week of April, On 7 Jun
10 kmy southwest of Snuol, a Hol Chhnh tdontified the 24 Bn, 1418t Regt, and stated the miasion
of the regiment was to protect the Snuol-Mimot avea. Allied operatiors into enemiy BAs 150 and
151 revealed the weakness of the 5th VC Div's elonpated area of operation, as contact with the
divizion's regiments during those operations was light, The 5th VC Div had provided security for
the 80th Rear Service Gp and its BAs in past operations, but seemed primarily concerned with
relocating rear service facilities to more secure arecas.
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(C) Enemy forces were apparently surprised by the speed of the allied operations across the
border, probably accounting for the fact reaction to the operations was minimal during the first
weeks and enemy activity throughout the subregions was light in intensity and low in volume. It
was significant the enemy within the corps area did not increase activity in an attempt to relieve
pressure on his Cambodian BAs, However, the loss of his supplies and the disruption of his com-
mand control along with the increased requirement for enemy operations within Cambodia probably
overtaxed his capabilities.

(C)} Documents capiured in June indicated that the 33d Regt was removed from the operational
control of the 5th VC Div and was resubordinated to the headquarters of MR-7, The division's
reorzanization included the formation of a new regiment, designated the E6 Regt, and the expan-
sion of the 275th Regt into two regimental sized units, The cadre forming the core of the new
regiment was taken from within the 5th VC Div, but the troops probably came frorn several bat-
talion sized infiltration groups just entering the war from the north., The division could have em-
ployed another regiment, since the westward shift of the other divisivns created such a lacge area
of operation for the 5th VC Div, and allied operations into the area revealed the weakness of its
elongated AO. Allied operations into Cambodia also uncovered the existence of three recovery
and replacement regiments, the 90th, 92d, and 94th Recovery and Replacement Regts. The mis-
sion of the regiments was to process, equip, and assign newly arrived infiltrators, stragglers,
and recovered patients to various enemy units within the corps arva and to care for sick and
wounded personnel. The cadre strength of the regiments was estimated at 4, 550, and the regi-
ments were apparently capable of processing over 14,000 transients and patients at one time.
Intelligence gathered in Cambodia also revealed allied intelligence had greatly underestimated
the strengths of COSVN and SVNLA Hq.( 27) As a result of operations in Cambodia, estimated
strengths of COSVN and SVNLA Hq were increased from 2,000 to approximately 22,000 persons.

. MACJ2 found no evidence COSVN possessed intellipence on the planned cross-border operations
into Cambodia, There was evidence the enemy foresaw the possibility of incursions into the
baorder BAs, It was felt the enemy did not know the time or immediate area of the initial thrust.
There was no evideace that the enemy discerned or alerted their forces to the initial US
operations, { ¢8)

Effects of Operations in Camborlia

{8) The enemy goal in SEA remainad complete domination of South Vietnam. However, the
closing of Kompong Som and allied cross-border onarations {orced him to reassess his situation,
attempt counter measures, rearrange priorities, and establish now near-toerm objectives,

MACIJ2 identified seven major areas, two strategic and five tactical, affected by allied operations,
At the strategic level: how to continue pro:zecution of the war in the COSVN avea; and the rapid
development of a Cambodian Front., On the ta-tical level: the sudden oxpansion of the AO; the
replacament of killed or captured persounnel; the replacement of significant materiol losaes; the
disruption of a relatively free flow of men and supplies through Cambodia; and the control of the
pepulation. ( Note: Sihonoukville was redesignated Kompang Som during this period, )

{S) Strategically the CCSVN area was of ¢rucial importance because of the population
concantration, vconomie bare, and political presence of the GVM, The large commitment of
manpower necessary to maintain the war at the present level was the problem. Manpower was
the main contribution to the war effort rince war materiel was supplied by China and Russia,
Forces committed to COSVN had to be spread aver an extonded area to meot the cequirements
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of a VC/NVA front in Cambodia, Also, supplies would have to be transported from Laos, re-
quiring increased manpower, The commitment of troops in Cambodia prior to the establishment
of an infrastructure had disrupted the strategic timetable for Cambodian objectives, Indications
were Hanoi planned to unify Vietnam before subverting Cambodia. Limited logistical routes
committed the North to conventional support where its resources dictated a guerrilla structure,

(S) Tactically an expansion westward exposed the enemy's flank, He no longer had a secure
rear area but was concerned with both east and west, A reduction in force density, due to the
rapid expansion, reduced his influence in RVN III and IV CTZs, Accelerated Pacification and
Vietnamization Programs could result from his absence. The loss of some 12, 500 men caused
complicated problems not anticipated, Personnel input had to support the activities in both SVN
and Cambodia, The delay imposed on infiltration in May, the southwest monsoon, air interdic-
tion, increased sickness, and low morale reduced the flow in the infiltration pipeline., Personnel
requirments to expand and relocate L.OCs, construct BAs, and provide security also posed pro-
blems, Directly related to personnel problems were the significant materiel losses, He not
only had to restore supplies lost in the BAs but also support forces in both SVN and Cambodia,
Combat effectiveness steadily declined as his flow of weapons, ammunition, medical supplies,
and other equipment dwindled, Supply problems were complicated by four factors: wide disper-
sion of forces over SVN and Cambodia; need to meet current expenditures and replace strategic
reserves lost; transporting supplies over the hazardous Laotian LOCs; and accomplishment of
the mission with personnel on hand, To compensate for the disruption of LOCs he expanded his
complex from Laos into Cambodia using the Mekong-Tenle Kong Rivers to develop a LOC-BA in
the Stung Treng-Chhlong-Kompong Thom Rivers in supporting Cambodian operations, It posed
three problems for support in SVN: time for developing adequate roads, trails, transshipment
points, and storage depots; key points, such as Stung Treng, Kratie and Chhlong were highly sus-
ceptible to interdiction; and the distance from enemy forces in the COSVN area, The rapid de-
velopment of the Cambodian situation did not allow establishment of a political infrastructure
prior to major military action, Thus, he lacked support of local political and guerrilla groups
which he depended on in SVN,

(S) The enemy was faced with a multitude of problems in the COSVN area and Cambodia, He
attempted to solve all these difficulties more or less simulta.neously.( 29) He did not have the
capability to accomplish them in the near future, In the COSVN area his capabilities were sharp-
ly reduced and would continue at least through 1970, In Cambodia lack of an in-country support
mechanism, widely scattered forces, matericl losses, complicated logistics, and manpower
shortages limited his capacity for sustained operations,

Planning Phase

{C) The area of operation in the Cambodian Campaign extended fron: the Parrot's Beak,
vicinity of the III and IV CTZs boundaries, north along the Cambodian-RVN frontier, to the
boundary between 1 and 111 CTZs.

(C) U1 CTZ (ARVN) operations were conducted initially in the Angel's Wing-Parrot's Beak
area but later expanded to the wost in the vicinity of Phnom Penh, and to the northwest near
Kompang Cham, '
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(C) US operations were tArget"e@g'g_aimt cnemy BAs along the northwestcgp;{_‘}a‘_l‘\
ticr of the Corps AO from BA 354 south of the Dog's Head, to the vicinity gf(\‘km

RN .ﬁuc%‘wﬂ'»l'“._ >

(U) Sketch maps at F_igui-g.‘:siilj ] .' phicdll: ‘por g d GVN. e al :

(C} The abrupt change.in the political posture of the Cambodian Govornm‘g&_\ﬁ' ‘stemming from
the removal of Prince Sihanouk as Head of State, and the announced plans of the new government
to eliminate the Communist/NVA presence in Cambodia established the framework that permitted
‘the GVN to conduct operations against enemy BAs which had long provided the efiomy with a safe .
haven from which to launch offensive operations and to resupply his forces in the II CTZ,

(S) In Jan-Feb 70 MACJ2 and J3 initiated planning for possible cross-border operations.
Outline plans for relatively modest (regimental size) ARVN cross-border raids with US combat
support were planned. There were no Vietnamese in this initial planning phase. Inlate Feb-
ruary the plans were presented to COMUSMACYV who directed that unilateral planning continue
and be oriented on lucrative targets, particularly enerny command and control. At the same
time he lifted th¢ constraint on the size of the force to be amployed, although it was to continue
to be predominately Vietnamese,

(S) Detailed combined plmi;ing \_v.n initiated on 27 Mar, following receipt of cycs
authority on 26 Mar 70, _ . .

+

(S) The Vietnamese, particuiarly in IV CTZ, had always been eager ‘to undertake cross-
border operations within their capabilities. However, there was a noticeable lack of desire to
attack in BAs 352 and 353, When US planning was authorized in March, JGS particivated

V _professionalism. Other FWE ¢ not brought iato anin L

Po ey would sup- 3l
POTt cross-Border operattne best by continuing their in -country missions in support of pacifi- {
V cation and expand their AOs so as to free ARVN forces for employment in the border areasd/”. - Af

(S) There was to be a controlling headquarters for each numed operation, Most operations
were under the command and control of ARVN commanders, i.e., all operations in the Parrot's
Beak, all operations in IV CTZ, all operations in II CTZ except attack on BA 702 which was under
US 4th Inf Div, and BA 350 {n Il CTZ. All other operations in III CTZ were under US control,
i.e., BA 354 under CG 25th Div, and BAs 352, 353, and 351 under CG lst Cav Division,

(S) The main modificntion evolved was the shift of emphasis in Il CTZ to ARVN control
after the attack on BA 702 was terminated.

(S) Considering the state of effactiveness of ARVN forces at the time of the campaign and
the size of US forces in III CTZ, the arrangements were considered satisfactory.

(S} In-country rules of engagement for ground ope'utiom were extended into Cambodia 3
distance of 30 km. TACAIR and B-52 strikes were authorized within 30 km, Air reconnaissance
was authorized throughout Cambodia, except no flights were authorised in the Phnom Penh area.
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(S} The rules were adhered to but higher authority authorized US advisors to accompany
RVNAF to Neak Luong Ferry which was beyond the 30 km limit,  hat was the only exception,

(S) It was considered by the MACDEPJ3 that one factor leading to the success of the
operations wasg the preliminary planning conducted prior to JCS request for proposals on
operations, The preliminary planning provided the basis for rapid, complete response and pro-
posed varied options to a rather complex problem. The close-hold nature of the: planning requir-
ed the formation of ad hoc groups to attack various aspects of the problems. Those same groups
continued functioning after operations were initiated,

(C) In early March the enemy gave every indication that he was hard pressed to accomplish
his basic objectives within III CTZ despite the recent withdrawal of the 1st Inf Div from the Corps
area. US forces were disposed throughout the CTZ participating in Dong Tien programs -- Dong
Tien (Progress Together) was a program of close association of designated RVNAF forces with
designated US/FWMAF forces on a continuing basis in specific areas -- to upgrade territorial
forces and conduct ground combat operations against enemy local and main force units primarily
in the interior of the corps. Only minimal forces were deployedin the border areas.

(C) At the time directives to initiate planning for operations in Cambodia were received, US
and GVN forces were deployed in an effort to isolate and destroy the remaining enemy force
elements and eliminate his infrastructure. US/GVN units had to be re-oriented, task organizations
realigned and units displaced over considerable distances during a short period of intense pre-
paration. The successful repositioning of major maneuver forces and control elements was
facilitated by the improved combat capability of territorial forces to control key areas, with
nominal assistance by regular ARVN reaction forces.

(C) During the period 14-17 Apr CG, III Corps, conducted a highly successful operation,
TOAN THANG 41, against enemy sanctuaries in the Angel's Wing in Cambodia. A second
operation of major proportion was initiated in the same general area on 29 Apr employing a
sizable combined arms force of cavalry, infantry, and rangers,

{C) In late March discussions were held at MACV with senior US commanders concerning the
feasibility of US and GVN combat operations in Cambodia. Two general areas were selected as
the proposed operational OAs, the Angel's Wing - Parrot's Beak area of Cambodia (BAs 367
and 706) and the Fishhook BA 352, Initial thinking visualized an operation of 14 to 30 days
duration, with the possibility of staying longer in the event developments warranted further ex-
ploitation. A concept was proposed for forces from the lst Cav Div (Ambl), ARVN Abn Div, and
the 11th Armd Cav Regt to enter the Fishhook and elements of Il Corps' newly formed mobile
task forces toc operate against the Angel's Wing-Parrot's Beak aprea, Forces of the 25th Inf Div
were proposed for operations in this latter areas as an alternative plan,

(C) On 24 Apr CG, IIFFORCEYV, was instructed to be prepared to conduct military operations
in Cambodia against BAs in the Fishhook. The attack in Cambodia was proposed to be launched
within 72 hours following the decision. This was later shortened tc 48 hours after permission
was received to extend the planning down to brigade level, The original date for initiation of
operations was 30 Apr. By direction from Washington the attack was delayed 24 hours and US
forces crossed the border on ! May,
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{C} CG, I Corps, completed plans on 27 Apr to conduct operations in the Angel's Wing-

Parrot's Beak areas. That coordinated operation, TOAN THANG 42 (ROCKCRUSHER), involved
forces from III and IV CT7s and commenced 29 Apr,

(C)} The main objective of the US attack into Cambodia was the destruction of enemy facilities
and the capture or destruction of enemy materiel, Additional enemy BAs were selected for attack:
350, north of Loc Ninh; 351, north of Bu Dop; 354, west of Trai Bi; and 707, north of Thien Ngon.

(C) With the commitment of major forces to cross-border operations, force levels in the
interior of the Corps Zone were considerably reduced. An economy-of-force concept was adopted
with heavy reliance placed on territorial forces for security, The weakened condition of enemy
forces throughout the III CTZ and the disruption of enemy's conunand and control apparatus by
the Cambodian operations contributed to hiz inability to mount significant attacks or threaten
pacification,

(C) The close-hold nature of the initial plan for operations in Cambodia had the advantage of
reducing the risk of compromise but at the same tine pracluded advarced coordination,{ 30)
Deta’led plans were released only to key staff officarcs in the early stogss of planning. Con-
sequently the execution phase initially required extensive and contintued command attention and
coordination.

Overview

Operations in Cambodia During April

(C) On 29 Apr RVN forces launched an offensive against Communist units and baser in the
Parrot's Beak region of Cambodia about 35 miles west of Saigon (See Fig 12).( 31 ) Desipnated
ROCKCRUSHER, the operation involved threes multi-battalion ARVN task forces from the III CTZ
and four smaller multi-company RF-CIDG task forces from the IV CTZ. On the first day. some
300 enemy personnel reportedly were killed by VNATF tactical air strikes, The next day ARVN
cavalry units killed an additional 31 Communists in a single contact, By the afterncon of 1 May,
ARVN forces from the III CTZ had peneirated as far west as Svay Rieng where they linked up
with Cambodian forces after encountering light to moderate enemyv resistance along the way, On
the same date all IV CTZ forces committed to the operation returned to the RVN to reassume
their normal territorial security and border defense missions, Cumulative enemy casualties as
the result of Operation ROCKCRUSHER through midnight 1 May were 463 killed {not including the
300 killed by VNAF air strikes) and 15 detained, while {riendly losses wero 56 killad and 331
wounded, Substantial amounts of Communist supplies including 32 crow-served woapons, 138
individual weapons, and 67 tons of rice were captured,

(C) On 1 May a combined US-ARVN force kicked off Operation TOAN THANG 43 in the Fish-
hook area of Cambodia adjacent to Tay Ninh Provincesome 65 miles northwest of Saigon. Parti-
cipating in this operation were two armored cavalry regiments (the US 11th and the ARVN 1st)
and two infantry brigades (the 3d of the US lst Cav Div and the ARVN 3d Abn), Also under
operational control of the US brigade were two battalions, one armor and one mechanized infantry,
from the US 25th Inf Div and the 3d Bde, US 9th Inf Div respectively. The units entered Cambodia
from throe directions in actions atmed in part at attacking the Central Office for South Vietnam
{COSVN), the enomy command hvadquarters for operations in the RVN, Encountering generally
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lighi resistance, the allied force penetrated some 3 to 5 km inside the border by the ¢ud of the
first day's advance. Gunships made several contacts with Commumst elements in the recon-
naissance zone, killing 73, An ARVN airborne battalion killed 27 more enemy personnel in
another contact, Overall “ommunist casualties on 1 May were 398 kilied and 111 detained.

- Friendly losses fo- the same day were four killed and 38 wounded, Enemy materiel I sses in-
cluded thre< crew-served weapons, 20 individual weapons, and eight trucks.

Operations in Cambodia During May

(C} The allied penetration of Communist sanctuaries initially v ‘ertaken in late April
accelerated during May. In that month, friendly forces engaged in 11 major operations aimed
at a dozen enemy base areas adjacent to the II, III, and IV CTZs of the RVN., At month's end
seven of the operations were continving {See Fig 13),

(C} On 3 May an cbservation helicopter of the US 1st Cav Div spotted an enemy truck convoy
and was immediately engaged by heavy ground fire. Friendly farces in the area reacted destroy-
irz 33 vehicles and killing >3 NVA personnel, There were no {riendly casualties. The action
occurred south of Snuol in Operation TOAN THANG 43, In Operation TOAN THANG 45, on 12
May, an enemy forcz atiacked elements of a US infantry battalion manning FFSB Brown in BA 351,
Fifty attackers were slain in the assault, while US lossns were one Fillad and four wounded, On
14 May VNMC elements supported by USN wunships and VNAF tactical ajr engaged a 200-man
enemy force southeast of Prey Veng City in conjunction with Qpervation CUU LONG I. In this
encounter 50 enemy personnel were killed and six detained. Friendly 'osaes ware five killed
and 11 wounded. Sixty-nine more Communists wera slain on 17 May when an unknown-size
anemy force was engaged by a mulii-battalion ARVN force southwest of Takeo City, There were
ne ARVN casualties reported inthis Operation CUU LLONG II action. In two separate Operition
TOAN THANG 42 offonsive actions near Chiphu on 29 and 31 May, ARVN infartrymen killed still
another 63 enewy personnel, Cumulative ARVN losges in those two engagernenta were two killed
and 15 wounded, Another TOAN THANG 42 contact occurred or 2 Jun when enemy gunners lefted
200 rounds of 82nmm mertar fire into the positions of twe ARVN battalions southeast of Kompong
Cham ¢ity. Frisndly return fire killed 4. Communists, Four ARVN personnel were wounded.

{C) By 5 Jun allied operations in Cambodis had daalt the enemy cause a substantial blow.
Communist losses ware extremely hoavy compared with the relatively light casualting of friendly
forces., Additionally, 17,644 weapons (lincluding meve than 2,000 crew-served weapons), °, 194
tons of ammunition, and 5, 745 tons of rice were captured. The latter constituted enough rice to
feed mora than 21, 000 enowmy soldiers on full rations {1.5 1bs per man a dav) for one year, while
the numbers of crew-gerved and individual wexpons ciptured were sufficient to equip 28 {76 per
battalion) and 43 (350 per ba‘talion) full-strength VC battalion:, respectively.

Cambodian Naval QOperations

. {CY USN und VNN riverine elements under Commander, Task Unit {CTU) 214, 1, 4, participated
in Phase [Il of Operaion TOAN THANG 42, 6-12 May 70, Although the commandar of the ~#29~)
task force was a Vietnamese officer and the majority of the river ceaflt ware manned by Viewnameose
naval personnel, US Navy boats served undey tha task ferce commander and USN advisors ace
companied the CP and each VNN boat,
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{(C) The mission of TU 214,1.4 was to interdict enemy traffic on the Kompong Spean River
from 6 May through 12 May, The operation was conducted in coordination with 25th Inf Div on the
north and 111 CTZ Tazk Forces 225 and 318 on the south, TU 214.1.4 had an area of operation
extending 1 km out from either side of the river,

(C) Initially the TU was composed of VNN PBRs, light, sneedy, unarmored boats with
extensive fire power and mobility, The craft were ideal for r.connaissance of waterways and
enemy positions, Strong reactions from well entrenched enemy forces required replacement of
the PBR!'s with heavily armored riverine boats,

(C) The CTVU controlleu *he operation from Ben Keo Naval Base (ET2345) on the Co Dong
River. A forward CP was maintained inside the RVN border on an armored command and control
boat, US advisors maintained their area communications nets and were responsible for control
and employment of US air and artillery support, USN Seawolf gunships from Ben Luc were
te mporarily based at Tay Ninh West to provide gunship support to riverine operations,

Operation TRAN HUNG DAO X]

(C) At 0730H on 9 May, a joint American and Vietnamese task force swept up the Mekong
River into Cambodia. The mission of the task force was to establish and ensure the security
of the Mekong River from the Camb.-dia berder to the capital of Phnora Penh and to assist in
the evacuation of refugees as required, The task forcets immediate objective was the Neak
Luong Ferry, a stratogic point where Highway No, | crossed the Mekong, This town was held
by the VC, who thus interrupted important LOCs between Phnom Penh and the Parrot's Beak
area of Cambodia where US and South Vietnamese forces were copducting operations,

{C) First SEALODRD and DEPPCOMNAVFCRY, was given comnand of the American portion
of the operation, The task erganization was set up as {ollows:

UNIT TITLE COMMANDER
TG 194.0 Group Commandey First SEALORD
TU 19H.0,1 Amphibious Assault Unit CATF 211 VNN
TE 194,0,1.1 Assault lement A-RALIDs CTG 211,11 VNN

and 71 and 5th Ban VNMG
TE 194,0,1.2 Assault Eloment DB-RAYDs CTG 211,38 VNN
and 73 and 1st Ba VNMC '
TE 194,0,1.3 . Assgault Element C-RAIDs CTG 211,33 VAN
and 75 and 4th Bn VNMC
TE 194,0,1.4 River Security Element
' RID 32
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UNIT TITLE COMMANDER

TU 194,0.2 Fast Raider/Fire Support/ COMCOSRON
River Security 'nit

TE 194.0.2.1 PCF Element - 8 USN PCFs

TE 194.0.2.2 ASFB Element - 8 ASPBe

TE 194,0,2.3 VNN PC¥ Element- 15 VNN PCFs

TU 194.0.3 Air Support Unit One HAL-3

TE 194.0.3.1 Helo Air Support Element One HAL-3 Det 8

TE 194.0.3.2 Helo Air Support Element Two HAL-3 Det 9

TE 194,0.3.3 Helo Air Support Element Three HAL-3 Det 5

TU 194.0.4 Air Support Unit Two VAL-4

TU 194,0.5 Logistics Unit - RAG 21/33 4th Riverine Area CDR

TU 194, 0.6 PBR Unit - RIVDIV 593 and COMRIVDIV 593
RPG 55

TU 194.0.7 Flagship/Staging Unit - CO, USS Benewah

BENEWAH, ASKARI,
HUNTERDON COUNTY,
YRBM 16, YRBM 21

TU 194.0.8 Refugee Lift Unit VNN Fleet Command

{C) Opposition to the task force was very light, The Neak Luong Ferry, defended by only
one VC company, was capturad after a short fight., The larger forces which had baen there had
withdrawn before the assault. Some 2,000 refugoes were found waiting at the forry landing and
were evacuated south of the border (Sce Figuce 14),

(C) On 11 May the refugee lift units, with the approval of the Cambodian Government,
proceeded np the Mekong from the vicinity of the Benewah to Phnom Penh. This unit was com-
posad of ViiN LSTs 500 and 503, LSMs 402 and 405, LSM(H) 400, 15 VNN PCFs (which wero
transferred from TE 194,0, 2, 3), and ten LCM-8s, All USN advisors on these vessels were
debarked before the unit wont north of the Neak Luong Ferry on the way te the Cambodian capital,
Thus, the lift of refugees from Phnom Penh and Kompony, Chem was an entirely Vietnamese
operation. It might be noted that no Americans were allowud to go north of the terry laudiag
during the entire operation,

(C) The number of refugees far exceeded expectations, WYy 18 May, 19, 750 refugecs had
been evacuated and thousands more wera awaiting svacuation in Phnom Penh. Oa 22 May, a
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convoy consisting of LSM(H) 400, LSSL 226, PC 06, ten VNN PCFs and nine VNN PBRs sailed
back up the Mekong River to Phnom Penh. Due to the une:pectedly large number of refugees, the
GVN decided to delay further evacuation until more complete planning for refugee settlement
could be made. Thus at month's end, the convoy was still waiting at Phinom Penh, pending a GVN
decision, providing security for the refugees,

(C) Activity on the portion of the MekongRiver in Cambodia where USN assets were operating
rernained at a2 low level. However, a number of people were kept busy first finding and then raising
the two ferry boats which had operated at Neak Luong, It was known that there had been two ferry
boats operating at Neak Luong, and almost immediately after the ferry landing was taken, the
search for therm was begun. One of the ferries was spotted on the morning of 12 May by CTG
194,0, during the course of a visual reconnaisance of the AQ,

(C) Salvage operations, using YLLC-1, HQ 537, CSB-3, and members of HCU-1, Team
5, ran into many diffculties, However, by 28 May, both ferry boats (the second one was found
near the one seen by TG 194.0) had been successfully salvaged and were tied up along side the
USS Askari (ARL-38) badly in need of repairs. YLLC-1 and HQ-537 were released by CTC
194, 0 on May 28th for duty elsewhere.

(C) At month's end, the TRAN HUNG DAO XI task organization was as follows;
TG 194.0 Group Commander
TU 194.0.1 Amphibions Assault Unit - RAIDs

71, 72, 73, 74, and 75: 10 USN
ATCs: 5 VNN PCFs; and LSIL 329

TU 194,0.2 Rivar Security Unit - 3 USN PCF's
TU 194.0,13 Air Support Unit One - HAL - 3 Det 9
T 194.0. 4 Air Support Unit Two - VAL-4

TU 194.0.5 Logistics Support Unit - RAG 21/33
TU 194,0.6 River Interdiction Unit - 11 PBRs of

RIVDIY 593 and throe STABs of
STABRON 20

TU 194,0.7 Flag/Staging Unit - Benewah, Askari,
Satyr, YRBM lb, and YRBM 21

TU 194,0. 8 Refugee Lift Unit « LSM{H) 400, LSMs
403 and 405, 1.5SLs 22¢ and 226, PC 06,
10« VNN PCFs, and nine 'NN PBRs
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(C) Continuous naval patrolling and effective employment of "Waterborne Guard Posts"
successfully terminated enemy water traffic during the operational period. The net result was
confusion of the enemy and inhibition of his mobility, while US/GVN forces converged on the
river from north and south,

(C) USN assets and advisors continued to take part in Operation TRAN HUNG DAO X1
during June. Tl.e heavy portion of the burden of that operation was borne by the VNN and at
monthk!s end, with the withdrawal of all US forces from Cambodia, the operation bucame en-
tirely Vietnamese,

(C) On 4 Jun USS Askari (ARL-38) departed the AQ towing the two damaged ferries to Dong
Tam and upon arrival changed operational control to NSA Saigon from CTG 194,00, On 14 Juna
major reorganization of USN forces took place due to the dwindling US role in the operation, As
the buildup of forces for TRAN HUNG DAO XI was essentially the execution of Operation DOUBLE
SHIFT (See Chapter V, MACV Command History 1969), the USN units began to revext to their
former units, RivDiv 593 returned to TRAN HUNG DAO ] and the STAB's were sent back to BAR~
RIER REEF, All but five PCFs returned to CTF 115; the remainder provided contingency forces
for the Cambodian thrust until 25 Jun,

{C) At the end of the month, the withdrawal of all US personnel and assets from Cambodian
territory was carried out, All USN/USMC personnel had departed Cambodia by 291427H Jun.
The evacuation of refugees from Phnom Penh by ships of the VNN Fleet Command, which had
been interrupted briefly around the beginning of the month, was resumed, By 30 Jun the total
brought out of Cambodia was 37, 720,

Vietnamese Marine Corps

{C)} The Vietnamese Marine Corps began the month with routine operations in the 3d and 4th
Coastsl Zones, Bde Alpha, with a task organization of the 2d, 6th, and 7th Inf Bns and the Ist
Arty Bn (), conducted an RIF operation in Chuong Thien Province, producing no significant con-
tacts, Bde Bravo with the 1st, 4th, and 5th Inf Bns, 2d Arty Bn{-), and Btry I, 3d Arty Bn,
conducted RIF operations in Dinh Tuong Province, producing no significant contacts,

{C) During the second weck Bde Bravo had shifted to Cambodian AO's. Under the OPCON
of CTG 194,0, the Ist, 4th, and S5th In{f Bne and the 2d Arty Bn(-) participated in TRAN HUNG
DAO XI, conducting ground assaults along both banks of the Mekong near the Neak Luong Ferry
Landing, On 14 May the 5th Inf Bn made contact with an cstimated NVA battalion entrenched on
Hill 147, 1t ran into heavy automatic weapons, machine gun, and recoilless weapons fire at
apuroximately 1650H, and the onsuing battle cortinued throughout the night, Supported by Black
Ponies and Seawolves, it took its objective by 1730H, 15 May, killing 49 VC and capturing mumerous®
weapons,

{C) Eloments of the 1t Inf Ba ambushed and killed cight VC on 17 May with no friendly
casualtices,

(C} On 20 May one company of the 4th Inf Bn conducted an airmobile operation and, again
with ait support, overran a VC battalion base camp by 1645H, 21 May killing 33 VC and capturing
two,
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and security was provided for the
Bravo was relieve a on 28 May, with the 24 and 8th
.t later that day in Prey Veng,

The 2d Inf Bn{-)
One VNMC was killed, five injured.

{C) Highway No.
Neak Luong Ferry Landing. Bde
Inf Bns and the 2d Arty Bn(-).
Cambodia, killing 15 VC and capturing 8iX.
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Operations in Cambodia During June

(C) US Army forces participated in three operations in Cambodia during June., At month's
end all three of them had been terminated and all US Army forces had been withdrawn from that
country, As of 4 Jul only two operations (both RVNAF), TOAN THANG 42 and CUU LONG III,
continued in Cambodia as the scope of allied activity was substantially reduced (See Figure 15).

(C) On 10 Jun in Operation BINH TAY III, a US observation helicopter received small arms
fire from an estimated 60-80 enemy personnel northeast of Senmonorom. Gunships and tactical
air returned the fire, killing 31 Communists., No US casualties were reported. During the
period 14-16 Jun, 52 Communists were slain by VNMC elements in four CUU LONG I encounters,
including one attack by an estimated enemy battalion near Prey Veng City, VNMC losses were
15 killed and 63 wounded, Ar. additional 75 enemy personnel lost their lives to elements of a
multi-battalion ARVN force near Kompong Speu City on 14 Jun., ARVN casualties in this CUU
LONG III action were one killed and seven wounded., The same day three separate attacks by fire
(including one of more than 100 rounds of 82mm mortar fire) struck elements of several ARVN
ajirborne battalions engaged in Operation TOAN THANG 46 southeast of Snuol. The enemy escaped
unscathed in all three of these attacks, while cumulative ARVN losses were six killed and 45
wounded, The forward CP of a US battalion at FSB David near O Rang was the target of a mortar
supported ground assault on 14 Jun. That attack against a unit committed to Operation TOAN
THANG 45 cost the Communists 28 killed; 12 US personnel were wounded in the engagement, On
22 June in Opcration TOAN THANG 42, the CP of TF 333 southeast of Kompong Cham was assault-
ed by a strong enemy force, Fifty-three attackers were killed; defending force losses were two
killed and 22 wounded. A refugee evacuation operation, designated BINH TAY IV, was initiated
on 24 Jun in Cambodia's Ratanakiri Province west of Duc Co in the RVN's I CTZ, The operation
terminated two days later after moving 7, 589 Vietnamesse refugees to the RVN, On 27 Jun, in
Operation TOAN THANG 42, two ARVN battalions killed 21 personnel of an unknown-size Com-
munist force southeast of Kompong Cham City, ARVN casualties were six killed and 18 wounded,
Another significant TOAN THANG 42 contact occurred in the same area four days later when
ARVN infantry and cavalry elements engaged an enemy force and killed 25, ARVN lost one killed
and two wounded,

{C) By 4 Jul the main impact of allied operations in Cambodia had become apparent.
Communist personnel losses were extremely heavy; prelimirary figures indicated that they
numbered more than 10, 000 killed as compared with slightly more than !, 000 killed on the allied
side, Additionally, some 22, 600 weapons {including more than 2,400 crew-served weapons),
about 1, 765 tons of ammunition, and about 6, 880 tons of rice were captured. The later con-
stituted enough rice to feed more than 25, 100 enemy soldiers on full rations (1.5 lbs per mana
day) for one year, while the numbers of crew-served and individual weapons captured wore
sufficient to equip 33 (76 per battalion) and 55 (350 per battalion) full-strength VC infantry bat-

‘taliuns. respectivaly,
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One of the many bamboo covered paths in a huge weapons and ammunition complex discovered in
the Fishhook area of Cambodia.

Y : A
REEPT ” .- < St b AU, Sy : ‘
This hidden cache site contained a huge rice supply as well as many tons of weapons and ammuni-

tion, It was discovered in the Angel's Wing ares, 20 km ingide Cambodia, 30 ki {rom Go Da Ha,
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Cases ol new weapons found in the Flshhook area of Cambodia 42 ki north-northwest of Paan
Rai, RVN,
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OPERATIONS OF FRIENDLY FORCES IN

CAMBODIA & DISPOSITIONS OF ENEMY FORCES,
JUNE 1970 (V) -
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COMPOSITE OF CAMBODIAN OPERATIONS 29 APR - 30 JUN 70

Date Area of FORCES
Operation Initiated /Terminated Operation RVNAF Us
TOAN THANG 41 14 Apr/17 Apr Angel's Wing 0 0
TOAN THANG 42 29 Apr/22 Jul Parrot's Beak 9,837 330
TOAN THANG 43 1 May /30 Jun Fishhook 4,500 10. 700
TOAN THANG 44 6 May/14 May Rase Area 354 0 2,300
TOAN THANG 45 6 May/30 Jun Base Area 351 0 6,300
TOAN THANG 46 6 May/30 Jun Base Area 350 2,596 19
RINH TAY I 5 May /25 May Base Area 702 2,433 3,867
BINH TAY Il 13 My /27 May Base Area 701 4,593 98
BINH TAY 1II 20 May /27 Jun Base Area 740 3,190 7N
CUU LONG 1 9 May /1 Jul Meckong River 11,569 558
CUU LONG It 17 May/24 May Takeo 7,980 86
CUU LONG Il 24 May/6 Jul Kampong Trach 3,040 49
BINH TAY Ive 24 Jun/26 Jun Ba Kev 4,745 41
“Refupee Evacuation
TABLE 3
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(C) There were a total of 216 US killed in action during the month of May 1970; of those, 189
were killed in Cambodia. That monthly total of 216 KIA was the highest sirice June 1969 (308 KIA),
During June 1970, there were 132 US KIA, 95 of which occurred in Cambodia. It was a decrease
of almost 50 percent from May, June's total was only slight'y higher than the 116 KIA average for
the first four months of 1970.

Personnel Situation II FFORCEV

-

{C) US casualties for the Cambodian operation appear below:

Total US Casualties
Cambodian Operation

KIA WIA Pow MIA

May Jun May Jun May Jun May Jun
1st Cav Div (Ambl). 88 34 527 417 5 5 3 3
25th Inf Div 62 31 461 281 4 3 5 1
3/9th Inf Vv 17 3 62 65 1 2
199th LIB T 7 62 17 0 0
11th ACR 9 18 148 174 5 0
12th CAG A 2 16 3 ¢ 3
IIFFV Apsy 3 ] as 6 0 ({]
I FFV 0 0 0 0 0 0
III Corps -1 0 15 _2@8 1 9 - -
Month's fotal 189 95 1,37h 963 16 133 5
Total Operation 284 2,139 29 13
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US/GVN Total Results-1IIFFORCEV

us GVN TOTAL
EN KIA 3, 649 4,158 7,807
PW 85 824 909
HOI CHANH 39 81 120
IND WPNS 6, 794 3,559 10, 353
CSwW 1,005 781 1, 786
RICE (T) 3,780 2.093,6 5,873.6
BUNKERS 7,630 2,978 10, 608
FR KIA 289 472 761
FR WIA 1,444 2,256 3, 700
FR MIA 13 33 16
VEHICLES 157 34 391
SALT(T) 45,7 68,5 114.2
MED SUPPLIES (T) 8.3 28,86 56.9
FOODSTUFF (T) 68 9.8 T7. 8
MUNITIONS CAPTURED:
B40/4) 13,407 12,970 6, 317
H0mm 9,410 10,678 20, 088
Blmm 13 2, 13% <.454
R2mm 12, 45¢% 20, 138 32, 790
4.2" 104 . 104
120mm 2,276 887 1,161
47mm ' 14,091 5, 1o 19,407
7™ 2,198 2, 804 5, 162
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(total results cont'd)

- UNK RR 2,500 - 2,500
- 50 cal 11,000 28,250 39,250

51 cal 0 1,030,100 1,030,100

i 12, 7mm 2,916,558 70, 440 2,986,998
14, Sram 202,407 0 202, 407

7.62 AK 5,619,396 1,738,140 7,387,536

SKS 0 628,000 628, 400

30 cal 464,540 3,250 467,790

107mm rkt 81 110 191

122mm rkt 835 680 1,518

240mam rkt 2 43 45

GRENADZS 46,621 12,578 59,199

RIFLE GRENADES 558 277 835

AT MINES 768 851 1,619
CLAYMORES 960 460 1,420
BANGALORE TORPEDOCS 855 14 889

7. 62 (M60 MQ) ¢ 163,540 163, 540

3.5" RL 0 105 105

AP MINES 0 412 412

7. 92mm 995, 865 - 995, 865

kY 7. 62 (NATO) 46, 746 Q 46, 746
7. 62 {RUSSIAN) 115, 620 - 115,620

3Tmm 9,642 0 9,642
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Joviet anti-tank yrenades, CHICOM 120mm mortar v
tion discovered in the Parrot's Beak area of Cambodia.
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{total results cont'd)

us GVN TOTAL

- 85mm 1,967 0 1,967
7,62 (PISTOL) 97,729 0 97,1729

40mm 130 0 130

) 45 cal 174 0 - 174
UNCLAS SA 550, 620 472,222 1,022, 842

20mm . 2 G 2

7. 5mm 46,670 0 46,670

9mm 1, 159 0 1,159

3.5" rkt ' 38 0 38

38 cal 146, 000 0 146, 0600

22 cal 12 0 12

2.6 vkt 13 0 13

5. 56mm 1,480 v 1,480

B20 vkt 8 0 8

UNK RKT 1 - : 1

{1} The countries of origin of materiel captured included a number of countrivs rupresenting
bath Communist and Freoe World nations. The source also varied gready by typs of materiel.
Basod on examination of mato: el seized prior-to 10 Jun, the following information was determined:

1, Signal items--40 percent CHICOM; 40 percent Free World Countries (France, US);
10 percent Czechoslovakian; and the romainder NVA hand fabricated or unknown,. Test equipment
was 75 porcent Czechoglovakian and 25 percent CHICOM.

2, Chemical {tems--90 percent CHICOM and the romainder NVA field fabricated. -

s
3. Engineer itema--50 percent North Vietnamese; 25 percent USSR; 10 percent
CHICOM; 10 percent Crechoslovakian; and § percent Free World Countries (England. France).
g ] S
. 4. Medical {tems«-two-thirds were from Communist Bloc countries (CHICOM, Nerth

- Vietnam, Bulgaria, USSR) and one-third from Free World Countries (France, England, US, )
Canada), '
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5. Quartermaster items- -individual equipment was 50 percent CHICOM; 30 percent
North Vietnamese; 10 percent USSR: and 10 percent field fabricated, Office equipment was from
Free World Countries (England, Switzerland). Rice was of both Vietnamese and Cambodian origin.

Operational Summaries

TOAN THANG 42 (29 Apr - 22 Jul) (ROCKCRUSHER)

(C) On 29 Apr 70 ARVN forces staging from Tay Ninh City and the vicinity of Go Dau Ha
initiated Phase I of TOAN THANG 42 in Cambodia, northwest of the Angel's Wing (See Fig 16),
TF 318 attacked south from Tay Ninh concurrent with two task forces attacking from the vicinity
of Go Dau Ha, TF 225 and TF 333 initially encountered heavy resistance while TF 318 along
Highway No, 1 experienced light and sporadic enemy contact. US support during the phase in-
cluded gunship coordinators, gunships, command and control helicopters, and artillery support,

(C) During the period 2-6 May, Il CTZ forces launched Phase Il of Operation TOAN THANG
42 in the Parrot's Beak of Cambodia in concert with three Combined Arms Teams from IV CTZ
(See Fig 17}, TF 225 and TF 333 attacked to the south from positions along Highway No, | while
TF 318 secured Highway Ne. 1. Both task forces made heavy coatact with enemy forces in newly
prepared bunkers, On 3 May TF 318 deployed forces to the west of Svay Rieng to assist Cambodian
forces in the area, On 4 May all elements began to reposition for a 2-day maintenance standdown
in preparation for the initiation of Phase Ill, On 5 May three CIDG companies from Duc Hue and
Tra Cu Special Forces Camps were depleyed in the Parrot's Beak, During Phasc Il and sub-
sequently until 30 Jun, US support consisted of advisors, gunships, medevac, emergency re-
supply, and artillery, No support was rendered beyond the 30 km limit,

(G) Phase Il began on 7 May with TF 225 attacking from Ben Soi, RVN, west along Highway
No, 13, while TF 318 and TF 333 attacked to the north from the vicinity of Prasot and Chipu
(Sce Fig 18}, By mid-day TF 225 ongaged and overran encmy forces several km inaide Cambodia
while TF 333 encounterad enly light resistance, TF 318 encountered heavy opposition initially
which resulted in slow progress, There were over 150 enemy killed in this contact, On 9 May
TF 225 discovercd a {ield hespital complex containing 200 beds, an operating room, and a con«
siderable armount of medical supplies, During the phase CIDG elements and three companies
from 6Oth Bn, 3lst Inf, 3d Bde, 9th Inf Div, were committed in the area of Parrot's Beak to pre-
vent enemy reoccupation, destroy remaining enemy forces, and search for enemy caches, The
discovery of numerous caches in the area prompted the CG of 11l Corps to return one of his task
forces to this area as part of Phase IV,

(C) Phase 1V, 13.22 May, began when TF 318 initiated operations to the wast along Highway
No, 1 (See Fig 19), Forces moving astride Highway No. 1 linked up with the elements of IV
Corps at Trabek, thus opening a land LOC from RVN to the Mckong River, On 14 May TF 333
had a significant contact that resulted in 48 enemy killed and 56 enemy captured. Interrogation
identified the D-1 LF Bn of Tay Ninh Province, On 17 May TF 225, operating south of Highway
No. 1 in the Parrot's Deak as mentioned above, made contact with a large enemy force with 26
enemy killed and 20 prisoners, Interrogation identified that enemy unit as the 3d Bn, Ist RVA
Regt. Two RF inter-company groups assumed responsibility for securing Highway No, 1 between
the border and Svay Rieng, releasing additional Il Corps forces for mobile operations, On 20
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May elements of TF 333 made a heavy contact resulting in 9 enemy killed and 26 prisoners.
Interrogation identified the 2d Bn, 271st Regt, 9th VC Div. TF 225 continued operations in the
area south of Highway No. 1.

{C) On the morning of 23 May Phase V of TOAN THANG 42 operations was initiated against
enemy forces in the Chup Rublber plantation area (See Fig 20), TF 333 moved west from Krek
on Highway No. 7 against stiff resistance, A heavy contact with the lst Bn, 272d Regt, resuited
in 26 enemy KIA and 16 PW, one of whom was identitied as the battalion executive officer. On
27 May to the west of the Angel’s Wing, the 216th RF Co engaged an enemy force from the 308th
and D-16 Bns of SR-2, resulting in 31 enemy killed and 25 enemy captured. On 31 May elements
of the 706th RF Ca operating in the southern portion of BA 706 killed six enemy and captured 14,
In another contact on the 31st, elements of TF 225 operating west of the Angel's Wing killed 34 en-
emy and captured two, Both prisoners were from the 308th Bn of SR«2, On 12 Jun TF 318 moved
to the vicinity of Krek, replacing a brigade of the 25th Inf Div. On the following day TF 333 with-
drew from Cambodia far standdown in Long Khanh and Bien Hoa Provinces. On 20 Jun TF 333
moved to Tkien Ngon for subsequent deployment into Cambodia to assume the mission of TF 318
in the Krek area, releasing TF 318 to move west to conduct operations in the vicinity of the Chup
Rubber Plantation, On 24 Jun TF 318, reinforced with an additional combined arms teawn from
TF 333, attacked south along Highway No. 15 with the mission of relieving enemy pressure around
Prey Veng.

{C) Operation TOAN THANG 42 continued into July after US support and advisors were with«
drawn from Cambodia on 29 Jun, Phase V was toerminated 30 Jun and Phase VI of TOAN THANG
42 began the {ollowing day.

(C) USN and VNN participation in Operation ROCKCRUSHER was accomplished through a
rapid buildup of brown water craft in the AO. Prior to the beginning of the operation there were
only eight waterborne guardposts (WBGP) on the upper Vam Co Tay River. However, on 2 May
and within four hours of receiving orders, 10 USN and 30 VNN PBRs were redeployed from the
BARRIER REEF and the Vam Co Dong River portion of GIANT SLINGSHOT to positions to support
ROCKCRUSHER. This raised the total number of craft in the area to 62, The boats were emy .oy~
ed along the upper Vam Co Tay River, just to the north of Tuyen Nhon, Kien Tuong Province,
and up past the Crow's Nest arva, along the Cambodian border,

{C} As ARVN troops tmade thrusts into Carmnbodia on 3} May, the boats moved southward to
provide a blocking force to intercept any enomy attempting to evade into RVN, During that phase
of the operation an additional 10 USN and 10 VNN PBRs were added to the forces alveady assigned, -
bringing the total craft employed to 82, Nawval forces exparienced only light contact during this
operation, resulting in unknown enemy losgses and no friendly casualties; however, the operation
was {eit to have effectively carviod out the blocking objective.
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Results - TOAN THANG 42
us GVN TOTAL
-
EN KIA 128 2,621 2,749
PW 10 751 761
» HOI CHANH - 78 78
IND WPNS 33 1,858 1, 891
csSw 1 477 478
RICE (T} .15 1,041.5 1,041, 6
BUNKERS - 1,065 1, 065
FRDLY KIA 9 288 295
FRDLY WIA 65 1,349 1,387
VEHICLES Q 29 29
SALT (T) .5 - .5
FOODSTUFF (T} <5 - .5
MED SUPPLIES (T) - 1.5 1.5
MUNITIONS CAPTURED:
B40/41 4 15,999 16, 003
60mm + 9,218 9,219
8lmm - 2,282 2,282
82mm - 16, 504 16, 604
120mm - 884 844
57mwn RR - 1,436 1,636
-
T5mm RR 3 1,321 1,524
50 cal - 28,250 &8, 250
* 51 cal - 1,030, 100 1,030, 100
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{TOAN THANG 42 cont'd)

12, 7Tmm
7.72 AK
SKS
30 cal
107mm rkt
122mm rkt
240mm rkt
GRENADES
AT Mines
CLAYMORES
BANGAILCRE TORPEDOS
7. 62 (M60 MG)
3.5" RL

AP Mines

263

100

GVN
42, 600
1,323, 140
628, 000
1,250
83
17
10
11, 731
-687
25
11
163, 540
105

412

TOTAL
42,600
1,323, 140
628, 000
2,250
83
17
10
11,994
687
125
1
163, 540
105 .
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A total of 2,400 enemy rice rations were found by 25th Inf, Div, in the Gambodian jungle west of
Tay Ninh City., The US Foreces had been in the area as an extension of ARVN operationsg in the
Parrot's Beak area of Cambuodia,

Caplured rockets, recoilless rifle rounds, mortar rounds, and small arms ammunition stockpiled
in a rear ares. The huge ammunition cache was discovered by RVNAF troops in the Parrot's
Boak arva of Cambedia,
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Soviet TMN-46 anti-tank mines, 60mm mortar charges andboxes of small armas armunition
captured in Parrot's Beak area by RVNAF.
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SKS rifles, Soviet 7.62 machinegune, 120mm, 5Zmm, and 60mm imortars discovered in caches
in the Parrot's Beak area of Cambodia,
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Operation IRON BARNACLE

(S) IRON BARNACLE was the nickname given to a cache detection operation employed in

Cambodia and later in RVN, Acting or a 16 May request from DA and COMUSMACYV, the Depart-

"ment of the Navy explored the feasibility of employing antisubmarine maguaetic anomaly detectors
(MAD) in an arms and munitions detection role for location of enemy caches, On 18 May CNO
directed shipment of two HH-2D Kamar helicopters, equipped with the R&D models of the AN/
ASQ-81 MAD system for the Light Airborne Multi Package System (LAMPS) program which had
been scheduled to commence evaluation in mid-June. The system was composed of a towed de-
tector from the helicopter utilizing a 150 foot coaxial cable, Contact readout was recorded and
obtained visually at the operator console in the aircraft, Helicopter Combat Support Squadron
Five, Det 102, reported to COMNAVFORYV on 28 May and operations commenced 4 Jun,

(S) IRON BARNACLE operations were conducted in two distinct phases, The first phase was
the Cambodian operation {4-29 Jun). The second was the RVN operation held on 30 Jun-15 Aug,
The 26 days of the first phase was marked with an all out effort to locate and pinpoint enemy arms
and runitions caches in the Fishhook and northern III CTZ area bordering Cambodia.

(S) The detachment flew 183 combat sorties in support of the Cambodian operations resulting
in 129 significant contacts, Due to time limitations aind widely scattered ground elements, only
40 of tho contacts were checked by ground troops.( 3z2) Four were found to be enemy cache sites
and were credited to IRON BARNACLE, A total of 25 heavy contacts were checked by visual air
reconnaissance and many proved to be jeeps, trucks, crashed aircraft, tin roofs and dud bombs,
The remaining 64 unchecked contacts were scheduled for B-52 missions, A fifth probable cache
was located on 4 Jun and prosecuted by an air strike the following day, resulting in a large second-
ary explosion,

TOAN THANG 43 (1 May - 30 Jun)

(C) On 1 May the 1st Cav Div (Ambl) initiated operation TOAN THBANG 43 in the southern
Fishhook area comprising portions of BA 352 and 353, The attacking forces consisted of the 3d
Bue, lst Cav Div (2/34 Armor and 2/47 Inf (Mech) from 25th Inf Div attached), 11th Armd Cav
Regt, and the 3d Bde, ARVN Abn Div (See Figs 21 and 22), The attack was preceded by B-52
strikes, followed by intensive tactical air strikes, and an artillery preparation, Task Force
Shoemaker was established on 30 Apr at Quan Loi as the control headquarters for the initial US
cross-border operation, The 3d Bde, lst Cav Div initially attacked to the northeast with two
mechanized task forces as the 11th ACR attacked north into BA 352 with two squadrons. The 3d
Abn Bde committed three battalions into BA 352 by heliborne air assault while the 18t AKVN ACR
moved west from the vicinity of An Loc to attack into the Fishhook across the Tonle Cham River.
On 2 May the lst ARVN ACR linked up with the northermost airborne battalion, The 3d Bde,
1st Cav Div air assaulted an additional battalion to black along Route 79 and establish FSB X-Ray.
Late in the afternocon of 2 May, elements of the mechanized task force operating on the west flank
cut Highway No, 7 east of Mimot,

(C) The scope of operation was expanded as an additional airmobile battalion was air assaulted
into the area west of the Flat Iron to exploit a cache site and to establish FSB North, On & May
Task Force Shoemaker was dissolved and 1st Cav Div HQ assumed direct control of the operation
utilizing its 1st and 3d Bdes, the 1st ARVN Abn Bde, and the 11th ACR, to control 13 committed
maneuver battalions, On that date the 11th ACR, with two squadrons, attacked north of Snoul
seizing tho town after a series of sharp skirmishes that resulted in 15C
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enerny killed, In the first 5 days of the operation, numerous enemy caches containing weapons,
ammunition, vehicles, and foodstuffs were seized. At that point over 600 enemy soldiers had
been eliminated and several large storage and training areas had been located. The period 6-9
May was marked by the exploitation of many cache sites to include a major enemy storage area
directly west of the Flat Iron which was promptly dubbed, "The City." Supporting engineers con-
structed a connecting road from Highway No. 13 to the area to facilitate overland evacuation of
large quantities of weapons, materiel, and rice.

(C) On 9 May the 2d Bde, 25th Inf Div, with three battalions, attacked into BA 707 southwest
of Mimot against light and scattered resistance, The attack was extended on 11 May to exploit
six B-52 strikes against elements of COSVN headquarters in a suspected location northwest of
Mimot plantation (See Fig 23), The 11th ACR moved south of Snuol to provide security of Route
13 and provide flank protection for the 9th ARVN Regt operating in BA 350 as part ¢f Operation
TOAN THANG 46. Enemy contacts were generally light with some enemy attacks against fire
bases and night defensive positions. The number of attacks by fire rose as the eremy showed
signs of reorganization. Beginning in mid-May enemy resistance stiffened north of Highway No,
7 and in the Fishhoolk area, On 14 May a battalion of the lst Cav Div was withdrawn from the
operations to reinforce operations in Base Area 351, On 14 May the lst Bde of the 25th Inf Div
relieved the 1st Bdeof the 1st Cav Div in the area west of the Fishhook., The ARVN Abn Div as-
sumed control of operations ir the Fishhook committing two additional battalions and a second
brigade HQ (See Fig 24). Enemy reaction to reconnaissance intensified at this time and attacks
by fire increased in intensity and volume against the ARVN Abn Div.

{C) On 21 May the lst Cav Div deployed a brigade HQ and one infantry battalion to the vicinity
of O Rang, north of Bu Dop. Also on 21 May a squadron of the 11th ACR returred to regimental
control as the 25th Inf Div inserted an additicnal battalion in the vicinity of Mimot. On 27 May
the lst Cav Div withdrew its remaining battalion from BA 352 and committed it north of Bu Dop.
ARVN airborne units continued tc encounter stiff enemy resistance throughout their AO., Mean-
while, the 25th Inf Div discovered numerocus small weapons and ammunition caches, plus several
large rice caches north and west of the Mimot area, On 10 Jun the 2d Bde, 25th Inf Div, began
repositioning forces in RVN east of BA 354, Concurrently, ARVN Il Corps units occupied the
area west of Mimot and assumed a portion of the 25th Inf Div AQ, On 14 Jun the cavalry squadron
of the 25th Inf Div was placed in direct support of the ARVN Abn Div as the division further ex-
panded its area of operation into the area vacated by the 25th Inf Div, The remaining elements
of the 1st Bde, 25th Inf Div, moved back into RVN on 19 Jun. Cencurrently, the 11th ACR (-)
was placed OPCON to the division and tasked to secure land clearing operations.

{C) On 4 Jun the 60th Lind Cir Co began tactical operations, clearing the Fishhook region
in conjunction with the lst Sqdn, 11th Armd Cav Regt, On 14 Jun the 984th Lind Clr Co moved
into an area south of the 60th. The two companies cleared 1, 694 acres of heavy jungle and de-
atroyed more than 800 beavily reinforced bunkers by 26 Jun, Both companies encouncered heavy
enemy resistance, making 56 separate contacts during the time they were in the Fislhook,

(C) Eeginuing 21 Jun the ARVN Abn Div began withdrawing elements of its 1st Bde from the
Fishhook area, Land clearing companies operating in the Fishhook terminated tactical cuts and
completed withdrawal on 25 Jun. With the withdrawal of ground units from the Fishhook area, the
25th Inf Div employed tactical air, B-52 strikes, air cavalry, and II FF'V artiltery in an intensive
effort to destroy enemy personnel, supplies, and racilities remaining in the area. Also during
this period, CS-2 drops were conducted within BA 252 to temporarily deny enemy use of /or reoc-
cupation of four key base complexes.
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Results - TOAN THANG 43

United States

. Ist Cavy 25th Div G'N TOTAL
EN KIA 1, 336 664 1,085 3,085
Pw 18 32 26 76
* HOI CHANH 12 14 3 29
IND WPNS 3, 009 382 1,302 4,693
csw 425 96 210 731
RICE (T) 659 1, 320 718,95 2,497.95
BUNKERS 1,413 3, 855 1,023 6,291
FR KIA 50 91 693 1,518
FR MIA 7 2 - 9
VEHICLES 167 54 3 224
SALT (T) 8.1 2.4 40 50,5
MED SUPPLIES (T) 9.8 0 111 20.9
FOODSTUFFs (T} 17. 4 17,5 7.33 42,2

MUNITIONS caA PTURED:

B40 /41 303 300 6, 184 6,787
60mm 1,002 1,287 36 2,325
8lmm - 50 84 134
82mm 1, 597 800 2,936 5,327
120mm 169 80 3 252
57mm RR 3,588 13 2,645 6, 386
75mm RR 166 13 1,343 1,522
50 cal 10, 060 200 - 10, 200

S
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(TOAN THANG 43 cont'd)

United States

st Cav. 25th Diy GVN TOTAL

45 cal 42 132 - 174

14, 5Smm 25,200 - - 25,200

12, 7mm 361,297 32,528 27, 840 361,083
7.62 1,779,720 17,316 414, 800 2,211,836
7.62 {RUSSIAN) 140 - - 140

30 cal 402, 500 26,000 430,500
107mm rkt 14 14 27 55
122mm rkt 30 120 601 751
240mm rkt 2 - 33 35
GRENADES 2,630 1,040 560 4,230
RIFLE GRENADES - 558 0 558
AT MINES - - 16 16
CLAYMORES - - 435 435
BANGALORE TORPEDOS 440 250 - 690
7.62 (NATO) 1,200 7,821 - 9,021
3. 5" RL 1 37 - 38
AP MINES 252 195 - 447
7. 92mm - 2,295 - 2,295
85mm 20 - - 20

20mm 2 - - 2
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(TOAN THANG 43 cont'd)

9mm

7. 5mm
38 cal
5. 56mm
22 cal

UNCLAS SA rds

III -

United States

lst Cav 25th Div GVYN TOTAL
500 159 - 659
46, 670 - - 46, 670
- 146,000 - 146, 000
1, 400 - - 1, 400
- 12 - 12
484, 955 - - 484, 955
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TOAN THANG 44 (6 May - 14 May)

(C) Operation TOAN THANG 44 was initiated on 6 May by the lst Bde, 25th Inf Div, employ-
ing four battalions in BA 354, The attack was preceded by tactical air strikes and artillery pre- =
paration, One infantry battalion was combat assaulted into the center of the BA while one company
of the battalion was inserted to secure a bridge site over the Rach Beng (o River, Two Com-
maado Vault devices - a USAF wceapons system consisting of a 10, 600 or 15,000 pound bomb,
designed to creat helicopter LZs in dense jungle - were employed to prepare LLZs for two assaults,
Air cavalry elements screened to the west and ranged throughout the objective area., Initial enemy
contacts were light and scattered, A float bridge was installed to permit two mechanized batta-
lions to attack into the interior of the BA, One mechanized battalion attacked to the west, linked
up, and passed through the airhead of the infantry battalion. The second mechanized force crossed
the bridge and swept south along the west bank of the Rach Beng Go River, Extensive search
opurations were then initiated in the area (See Fig 25).

{(C) Enermy contacts remained generally light and scattered, Enemy resistance was encount-
ered only in the vicinity of cache sites and enemy base camps. Air cavalry elements had moder-
ate success in finding and engaging small groups of the enemy in the open, The most significant
ground contact occurred en the morning of 9 May when mechanized elements made contact with
an estimated enemy platoon and killed 1 7,

(C) All elements continued search activities until 14 May when the brigade was withdrawn
east of the river. The operation was terminated late on the 14th and the brigade deployed to the
north to assume a new AQ in BA 353,




Results - TOAN THANG 44

EN KIA 283
PW 12
HOI CHANH 7
IND WPNS 297
CcsSw 34
RICE (T) 217
RUNKERS 1,202
FR KIA 21
FR WIA 174
VEHICLES 1

MUNITIONS CAPTURED:
Agsorted SA Ammo 4,877 rds

Assorted HE Amuno 1,516 rds
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The mockup of a US soldier visible in the background was used by VC/NVA nstructors to show

students what their enemy looked like, The classroom was discovered south of Snoul, Cambedia,

80 Miles north-northwest of Saigen. :
5
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Stackpile of weapons including 75mm recoilless rifles, 127mm heavy machineguns, sub-machine.
guns, carbines, light machineguns, and boxes of LUTmm recailless rifle rounds,
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TOAN THANG 45 (6 May - 30 June}

{C) On 6 May the 1st Cav Div (Ambl) initiated its second cross-border operation. The 2d
Bde, lst Cav Div, air assaulted two battalions into BA 351 northeast of Bu Dop. At the outset
enemy resistance was light and scattered. An early evening contact on 7 May led to the initial
discovery on 8 May of a very large ammunition and weapons storage area which became known
as "Rock Island East.'" Supporting engineers had toopen Route 14 so that overland evacuation
of the capiured materiel coull be accomplished. Exploitation of the cache site required 9 days.
On 11 May an additional battalion of the 2d Bde wasinserted to the northwest of Bu Gia Map.
Tactical air and air cavalry elements were employed against small convoys of vehicles and day-
light troop movcments to the north of BA 351, A fourth infantry battalion, 5/12 Inf (199th LIB),
was committed to the operation on 12 May, occupyirg FSB Brown which had been vacated on 11
May by §/7 Cav, That night FSB Brown was attacked by a large enemy force, A ground sweep
the following day found 50 enemy dead while US forces suffered oue killed and four wounded, At
that point the Ist Cav Div had seven maneuver battalions comrmitted to the operation. On 20 May
the 1st Bde air assaulted a battalior in the vicinity of O Rang. Contacts throughout the 1st Cav
Div AO continued to be light although numerous small weapons and munitions caches were found,
During the third week in May over 600 tons of rice were captured.

(C) Division elements reacting to intelligence provided by Cambedian Army officers
discovered severai more cache sites. As ground elements approached the suspected sites,
enemy resmistance stiffenad. The defenders were identified 2s elements of the 86th Rear Service
Gp, Late on the 24th after several small contacts, ground reconnaissance elements once again
reported finds of enemy materiel. During the next few days the units reported large quantities
of enemy materiel ranging from buttons to complete vehicles in operable condition. The divi-
sion committad its eighth battalivn northwest of Bu Dop on 27 May, On 29 May every battalion
committed to Operation TOAN THANG 43 reported contact with enemy forces, Enemy cache
discoveries had grown in number faster than the committed units could evacuate or destroy their
contents {(See Fig 26).

{C) On 31 May the st Cav Div was provided another infantry battalion in an effart to increase
the pround reconnaissance capability within the AO. On 6 Jun the division committed its last re.
maining organic maneuver battalion to the operation, A large hospital complex complete with an
operating room and laborstories was uncovered narthwest of Du Dop at this time. Also, a Navy-
developed detection device mounted {n a helicopter, Magnetic Anomaly Detector, was employad
during the period to locate suspected enemy cache sites in the heoavy jungle. At one site located

in this manner, tactical alr was employed with cutstanding resulta. Subsequent DDA by afr cavaley

elements revealed a truck park with five 2 1/2 ton trucks and several structures, Vehicle ma-
chine shop equipment, vehicle spare parts, and large quantities of munitions, as well as medical
equipment and supplies, were added to the list of cache discovesries. At one time there were more
than 260 tons of rice under US control in the field awaiting evacuation.

{C) In the second week of June elements of the 3d Bde uncovered large quantities of com-
munications equipment and repair parts in the vicinity of ¥5B lionder, 18 km northwest of Bu
Dop. From documents captured in the area, the site was believed to have been COSVN's major
signal depot.  Tho third week of June was chavacterized by increased enemy reaction to the US

scarch activities, The enemy's reaction was highlighted by an early morning geound attack against

FSB David in the vicinity of O Rang. Results of the action were 28 enemy killed and the area
around the fire base litteved with eneray equipment, weapons, and munitions, Twenty-nine US
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personnel were wounded. Throughout the objective area ground-to-air fire increased and
maneuver units were constantly harried by small groups of enemy. Also, ABFs increased in
frequency and intensity. Air cavalry and tactical air found lucrative personnel and material
targets as the enemy forces attempted to delay or ferestall search operations throughout the
area.

{C) On 20 Jun the lst Cav Div started a phased withdrawal from Cambodia. Battalion CPs
and artillery FSBs were repositioned in the RVN near the border. On 27 Jun the last fire base
in Cambodia was closed. During that complex, critical withdrawal phase, enemy resistance re- -
mained surprisingly light, Full advantage was taken of B-52 strikes to keep the enemy from
hindering the US withdrawal as well as to destroy facilities located but not fully searched. The
last US ground elements withdrew from Cambodia on 29 Jun.

TOAN THANG 45

FIGURE C.26




Results - TOAN THANG 45

EN KI1A 1,238
- PW 13
HOI CHANH 6
IND WPN 3,073
) csw 449
RICE (T) 1,584
BUNKERS | 1,160
FRWIA 128
FR MIA 4
VEFKICLES 135
SALT {T) 34.7
FOODPSTUFF(T) 32.6
MED SUPPLIES {T) 18.5
MUNI'TIONS:
B40/41 12, 800
60mm 7,117
81mm 68
82mm 10, 058
t20mm 2,027
STmim RR 19,350
TSmm RR 2,176
\ & 122mm rk: 685
107mm rkt 53
3Tmm 9, 642
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(TOAN THANG cont'd)

40mm 130
85mm 1,947
2.36 rkt 13
14.5mm 177,207
12, 7mm 2,522,733
30 cal 35,040
50 cal 800
S$mm 500
7.92mm 993,570
7.62 (NATO)} 37,725
7.62 (AK) 3, 822,360
7.62 (PISTOL) 97,729
7.62 {RUSSIAN) 115,480
5. 5¢mm 80
GRENADES 47. 1158
MINES 321
AANGALORE TORPEDOS 165

CLAYMORYTES 472
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The cach at Rock Island East had 80 percent of its goeds stored above ground., It contained
aumerous crates of ammunition, medical supplies, items of electrical equipment, and an un-
known number of grease guns, optical equipment, and range finders.
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TOAN THANG 46 (6 May - 30 June)

(C) The 9th Regt, 5th ARVN Div, initiated Cambodian operations on 6 May in conjunction
with Operation TOAN THANG 45. Two battalions were air assaulted into BA 350 utilizing US air
assets. Initial enemy resistance was minimal as ARVN forces were built up in the vicinity of
the two L.Zs, During the firat few days, contacts were light and scattered as the enemy with-
drew before aggressive ground reconnaissance forces supported by US tactical air and air cav-
alry elements. Contacts initially made with cache security forces were followed by sweeps of
the contact area which invariably revealed materiel storage sites. Unlike other storage sites,
the caches were normally comprised of weapons, ammunition, and rice. To bolster troop den-
sity and security, the 1st ARVN ACR was added to the operation on 11 May (See Fig 27).

{C) On 21 May significant enemy resistance to search activities was encountered, following
which installations and caches were found by all elements, The most important discovery was
a bunker hospital complex with an estimated capacity of 500 patients, captured complete with
equipment and supplies. On 26 May having apparently exhausted major possibilities in the south-
ern portion of the objective area, operations were extended to the north, The expanded search
operations met stiff reaction. The enemy made several concerted night ground attacks against
ARVN night defensive positions in an effort to prevent or discourage discoveries of additional
enemy facilities and supplies. ARVN elements successfully defended their position while exact-
ing a heavy toll on the attacking enemy forces. During the next 2 weeks many light contacts oc-
curred as ARVN forces uncovered more enemy facilities and supplies, the majority of which
were medical,

(C) In mid-June enemy rasistance to ARVN operations stiffened again and troops in ground
reconnaissance were continually harried by small enemy groups. The net effect of these contacts
was negligible but slowed search operations and caused ARVN elements to conduct reconnaissance
activities in larger groups. On 20 Jun with the initiation of US withdrawal operations, ARVN
elemeonts began moving southwast to the vicinity of the RVN border along Highway No, 13, En-
route units had numerous sharp contacts with enemy forces, Additional base camps and small
storage cache sites were uncovered and exploited. DBy late afternoon on 27 Jun all subordinate
units had established night defensive positions within RVN. Elements of the 9th ARVN Regt
continued ground reconnaissance in the vicinity of the border until 30 Jun, at which time the unit
returned to its home station near Chon Thanh.
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TOAN THANG 46

FIGURE C-27
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Results - TOAN THANG 46

EN KIA 70
PW 9
HOI CHANH 0
IND WPNS 325
CSw 41
RICE (T) 79
BUNKERS 490
FR KIA 27
FR WIA 147
VEHICLES 2
SALT (T} 26,8
MED SUPPLIES (T) 11
FOODSTUFFS (T) 2.5

MUNITIONS CAPTURED;

B40/41 596
60mm 1,427
82mm 595
STmm RR 1,035
TSmm RR 90
7.62 AR 6,000
122min rkt 2
GRENADES 1315
RIFLE GRENADES 277
AT MINES 144

BANGA LORE TORPEDOS 23




BINH TAY OPERATIONS
CAMBODIA

BINH TAY 1
4TH INF DIV(~)
40TH ARVN REGT{(-)

¢ KONTUM

VIETNAM

BINH TAY I

40TH ARVN REGT(-)-)
41ST ARVN REGT(-)
3RD ARVN CAV SQON(-)
I4TH ARVN CAV SQDN(-)
{ITH ARVN RGR BN
22D ARVN RGR BN

BINH TAYIM
TF44:44TH ARVN INF REGT

()
TF4A8:45TH ARVN INF (R\;GT
3/53D ARVN INF BN

4/30TH ARVN RECON

2e TRPS OTH
TFO: ZAVN ARMOR CAV

3/44TH ARVN INF BN

e BAN ME THUOT

FIGURE C-28
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BINH TAY I (5 May - 25 May)

{C) Operation BINH TAY Yin BA 702, Ratanakiri Province, Cambodia, west of the Kontum -
Pleiku Province boundary, commenced on 5 May., This was the start of the third thrust, Forces
congisted of elements of the 4th Irf Div and the 40th ARVN Regt, The operation was characterized .
by light contacts, at least through 23 May. Numerous enemy bunkers and installation type com-
plexes were found (See Fig 28),

{C) Elements of the 4th Inf Div were withdrawn from the operation on 16 May, and the
operation terminated on 25 May. Final results were: enemy 276 KIA, 18 detained, 879 individual v
weapons, and 34 crew-served weapons captured; friendly 46 KIA (30 US and 16 ARVN]), 170 WIA
(72 US and 98 ARVN), and four MIA (ARVN),

(C) A joint US/ARVN operation, BINH TAY I commenced on 5 May when 18 USAF B-52
aircraft struck six targets at H-hour minus 12. Following the initial preparation, the first US
element (3/506 Abn Inf) and the 40th ARVN Regt (-) began combat assaults into the northern and
southern portions of BA 702 respectively. Although ARVN forces met slight enemy resistance,
they were able to complete their insertions by 050645Z, The 3/506 Inf was unable to land in their
initial LZ due to heavy enemy ground to air fire. The aircraft were diverted to alternate L7Zs
and inaertion was completed by 0506457, Other elemonts of the 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div, met with
hot L.Zs and were unable to make their insertions on D-Day. On D 1 and D +2 the remainder of
the 1st Bde, 4th Inf Div, entered the central portion, and the rest of the 40th ARVN Regt closed
intoe the southern portion of BA 702,

(C} The objective was to destroy enemy base camps, logistic installations, and defeat enemy
{orcas therein. All units commenced intensive search and clear operations to accomplish the
assigned objectives. The number of enemy training arcas, base camp complexes, and food pro-
duction areas discevered during the early atages of the operation was evidence of the scope and
permanency of the enemy's occupation of the Cambodian BA.,  Although US forees were involved
in only one significant ground contact, the enemy employed sporadic harassing attacks against
US elements, All elerhants continued search operations in their assigned AO and by 13 May un-
covered over 14 tons of munitions, 500 tons of faad, substantial amounts of medical supplies,

23 crew-sorved waapous, 303 small arms, and other miscellanecus military equipment,

(€} Two baitslions of the 2d Rare Gp (-) were insorted on 15 and 16 May in the northern
portion ofthe ¥4 o ¢) noit cathe areas uncovered by US elements. Simultaneously, US ele-
maents were withdvaw. {rom Cambodia and established FSBa in the lower Plei 'rap Valley of
Plaiku Province - .t proide divect fire support for the 11th and 22d Rgr Bug in
Cambodia,

{C) AN US mancuver clomaents were withdrawn from Cambodia and Operation BINH TAY !
by 1607257 May 70, During the last 10 days of the operation, no additional significant caches
were discovered: however, pround activity increased as the rangors sngaged dug-<in enemy forces
on three geparate occasions. The last sustained contact occurred on 24 May while the rangers
were moving to helicopter pickup 2ones §n Vietnam for final extraction. The results of the three 4
contacts wirre 18 onerny killed, one PW, one crew-served weapon, 14 small arms, 400 rounds
of 8lrmm mortar ammunition, and 4, 400 pounds of rice captured, The ranpers suffered nine
killed and 41 wounded, The 2d Rgr Gp (<) completed its overland move into RVN at 2500252 May
and was subsequently airlifted to Plei Djereng, terminating Operation BINH TAY I at 250500Z May .
70. ‘e
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{C) During the three week period, Allied forces supported by 695 TACAIR sorties uncovered
enemy training centers, six medical facilities, 45 food storage points, and 18 munitions caches,
Confirmed operational results included 276 enemy killed and the capture or destruction of 842
small arms, 37 crew-served weapons, 893 structures, 307 bunkers, over 600 tons of rice, and
over 20 tons of munitions. In view of the need to cut short the operation, there was a possibility
that some facilities and caches were not located and destroyed; however, the denial of the sizable
logistic inventory which was found, and the time and the manpower necessary for the enemy to re-
establish it during the monsoonal rainy season was expected to reduce his capabilities for supply-
ing major enemy units in the northern highlands.( 33 ) The number of food producing areas and
medical facilities indicated that it was a major rehabilitation center, retraining and refitting
area, The loss of the medical supplies and the buildings associated with the medical facilities
were expected to have an adverse impact on the ability of the enemy to care for his sick and
wounded, and hence on his ability to return any significant number of personnel to combat
effectiveness.

BINH TAY II (14 May - 27 May)

{C) Operation BINH TAY II commenced on 14 May with elements of the 40th and 41st ARVN
Regts and 2 ARVN Cav Sqdns entering BA 701 in Ratanakiri Province of Cambodia, west of
Pleiku Province.{ 34 ) Through 23 May the operation was characterized by light enemy contact
and the discovery of several caches, and on 27 May the operation was terminated. Final resulta:
enemy 73 KIA, 6 detained, 476 individual weapons, and 136 crew-served weapons captured;
friendly 9 KIA (2 US), and 34 WIA (See Fig 28),

{C) Preceded by 59 missions by USAF B.52 aircraft striking 20 targets, the 22d ARVN Div
Cperation BINH TAY II commenced at 130143% May when eloments of the 47th ARVN Regt {-)
conducted an airmobile assault from Duc Co to the western edge of BA 701, duc west of Polel Kleng,
Kontum Province. By the end of the first day, all four task forces were inside Cambedia conduct-
ing operations within AQ moving generally from the western edpe of BA 701 eastward toward the
RVN boundry, and had located caches, ammunition, and foodstuffs.

{C) The objective of BINH TAY Il wrs the destruction of the enemy’'s logistical, medical,
and training facilities, ARVN task foreus successiully conducted search and clear missions
within the specifically assigned areas of operation. Combat assaults were conducted within the
BA to obtain additional area coverage, Task force missions were altered to direct maximum
forces apainst lucrative targets, and to conduct limited economy of force eperations within aveas
of light resistance, On 16 May one task force was rolioved of a screening mission along Highway
No. 119 and assigned the missiun of rear area security and reaction force for the BINH TAY It
operation.

{C} Enemy logistic facilitios were found to have boen deliberately and carefuwlly placed,
neatly arranged, and well preserved, Caches were well dispersed and of small size, Although
the enemy generally avoided contact throughout the operation, there were clashes in the vicinity
of major caches.

(C) In a two week period ARVN task forces, supported by 235 TACAIR sorties, uncovered
and evacuatoed or destroyed 18 bivouac areas, six medical facilities, 27 food caches, and 22
ammunition and weapon caches, Confirmed operational results included 73 enemy killed, and
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the capture and destruction of 476 small arms, 136 crew-served weapons, 88. 8 tons of rice,

78, 700 rounds of small arms ammunition, 20 tons of unidentified ammunition, 512 structures,
and 82 bunkers. From 23 May until the conclusion of the operation, no significant caches were
uncovered and only two contacts occurred. By 26 May the last of the ARVN task forces left BA
701 and Cambodia, but continued search missions in AOs in RVN, Opera’ion BINH TAY II termi-~
nated on 27 May.

{C) Although some small food and arms caches may not have been discovered, the final
results obtained were significant, The destruction of the large number of bivouac areas and
bunker complexes, and the loss to the enemy of weapons, ammunition, rice, foodstuffs, and
medical supplies were expected to limit his capability to mount extensive operations or refit
units in the area.

BINH TAY III (20 May-27 Jun)

(C) Operation BINH TAY III, preceded by 30 preparatory B-52 strikes, began on 20 May when
lead elements of the 8th ARVN Cav moved overland into the southern half of BA 7406, Two other
task forces conducted a combat assault inte the northern portion of the BA, Neither force met
initial enemy resistance. The objectives of the operation were to destroy enemy base camps,
logistical installations, and enemy forces within the target area (See Fig 28).

{C) Ground contact was 'nuch lighter than anticipated, Alljed aviation was succegsful in
attacking supply routes and LOCs as evidenced by the fact that 15 enemy vehicles were destroyed
during the first woek of the eperation. The southern half of the BA provad relatively ueproductive,
and op 25 May an additional task force was committed to the northwastern part of the AU to inter-
dict 1.LOC and enamy infiltration routes.

{C) With the exception of two contacts between oloments of the 45th ARVN Rept and estirnated
enemy companies on 22 and 28 May, combat activity was lmited to small unit engagemants of
short duration. ARVN elements continued to saturate the area, but were only moderately sue-
caasful in uncovering caches until 26 May when an element of the 45th ARVN Regt discovered the
most significant cache of the BINH TAY series of oparations. It contained over 20 tons of am-
munition, 20 tons of rice, 300 small arms, 100 croew<served weapons, miscellansous ¢communi-
cations equipment, and two vehiclos,

{C) On 2 Jun TF 8 (See Fig 28) returned to Vietnam and was replaced by TF 44 which
continuoed operationg with TF 45 until the termination of the first phase of the aporation on 12
Jun, On 10 Jun a company of the st Ale Cav supported the operation and engaged in an air to
ground action which resulted in 36 enemy KIA,  With the termination of the fiest phase, TFs 44
and 45 returned to Ban Me Thuot, Dar Lac Province, where plans were developed for the noxt
phase.

(C) Phase il of Operation BINH TAY I began on 21 Jun following the employment of eight
1B-52 strikes on the 19th, TFs 44 and 45 conducted air mobile assaults into three L7s to the
north of BA 740 inan area reported as an enemy resupply point,  Meanwhile, TF 8 moved over-
land and reeatered BA 740. There were significant contacts or additional cache discoveries dur-
ing the second phase of the operation, and T¥ 8 withdrew on 27 Jun while TFs 44 and 45 were
extracted on 27 Jun. Operation BINH TAY LI officially terménated upon closure of TH 44 into
Ban Me Thuot on 27 Jun.
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{C) The 32-day operation (excluding a 7-day standdown) resulted in the discovery and
destruction/evacuation of 15 food caches, 10 weapons/munitons caches, and five medical
caches, Confirmed operational results ‘ncluded 141 enemy killed and the capture or destruction
of 587 small arms, 133 crew-served weapons, 239 structures, 77 bunkers, 412 tons of rice,
5,500 pounds of salt, 22 vehicles, and over 22 tons of ammunition.

BINH TAY IV (24 Jun - 26 Jun)

(C) BINH TAY IV, refugee evacuation from Ba Kev and Labang Siek, was directed by CG,
11 Corps, on 21 Jun and executed by CG, 22d Div, Deployed on 23 Jun, employed 24-26 Jun, the
units redeployed on 27 Jun,

(C) Forces consisted of 4,749 RVNAF personnel and 41 US advisors organized as
follows:

TF 214

14th Armd Cav (-)

23d Rgr Bn

Sqd, 22d Engr Ba

Biey (=), 221 Arty (DS)

TV 247
47¢h Inf Rept (-2 Bns)
&qd, 22d Engr Bn
Pt {2 tbex), 85th Arty (105 {DS)
Plt (3 tubes), 37th Arty {155) (1S)

TF 240

40th Inf Rept

Sqd, 224 Engr Bn

Pit, (2 mben), 2234 Avty (105) (D)
Ply, (4 tubea), 220th Arty (155) (DS)

TF M1

M Artnd Cav {-)

11th Rgr Bo

Co, 224 Ryr Bo

Sqd, 22d Rgr Bn

Pt {2 wibes)  53d Arty (109 {DS)
Pt {3 tubes)  37th Arty (155) (DS)

Diviston Troops

22d Enge B (-)
20th Engr Bn ()
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CG, 22d ARVN Division briefed DEPCOMUSMACY on Binh Tay IV at Due Co,

A Cambodian Army vehicle as it closed at Duc Co.
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(C) In addition US artillery, helicopters, "Shadow' gunships (AC-119), and airlift were
employed with assurance of nearly unlimited US support up to a line running 30 km parallel to
the border,

{C) Deployed 23 Jun all forces used surface means except the 40th Regt and one battalion
(-) of the 47th Regt. The latter wers airlifted by 16 C-130 sorties from LZ English to Duc Co.
Weather and aircraft mechanical problems delayed closing at Duc Co until 1910 hours. Elements
of the 22d Engr Bn were the last to close at 2030 hours.

(C) At 0800 hours on 24 Jun, TF 214 spearheaded the move into Cambodia while Trp A, 17th
Cav, screened the open flanks. Again, weather delayed air operations. At 1000 hours aircraft
moved out and by 1545 hours the complete regimental task force, including artillery, was air-
lifted to Ba Kev, Aircraft returning from Ba Kev carried refugees.

(C) At 0900 hours 25 Jun, a convoy of 111 military and civilian vehicles and many refugees
afoot departed Labang Siek. Linking up with TF 311 at 1400 hours, they continued to Ba Kev
where the walking were evacuated to Dus Co by helicopter, By dark all refugees present were
evacuated, During the night 25-26 Jun, 600 stragglers arrived.

(C) On 26 Jun a convoy of 30 refugee-laden vehicles left Ba Kev., Throughout the morning
helicopters lifted personnel and equipment from Ba Kev to Duc Co. By noon all indigenous person-
nel were removed from Ba Kev and then the airlift extraction of TF 240 began, By 1500, TF 240
was back at Duc Co.{ 35) The last element cleared the border at 1830 hours,

(C) Radeployment was completed on 27 Jun.
(T) A total of 7,571 refugee wae evacuated from Cambadia, 4,217 by helicopters and trucks,

and 3, 354 by fixed-wing aircraft, Equipment and ammunition removed totalled 45 truck loads,
c'riendly casualties consisied of two KIA and eight WL); enemy casualties were six KIA,

. CUU LONG 1 (9-31 May)

. (C) The Mekong River corridor running almost due north from the Chau Doc - Kien Phong
‘Province border provided the arena for CUU LONG I {See Fig 1.1},

o (C) Operation CUU LONG | in the Mekong 'River Corridor commenced on 9 May. Elements
of the VNN, USN, the 9th ARVN Div, and the VNMC wers invulved.

v_‘-(C) The naval portion of the operation was TRAN HUNG DAO XI. In Cambodia at first light
on 9.May, the UsM and the VNN commenced the operation. The mission of the task group was:

S 1, - To ondu:t interdiction incursion operations on the Mekong River from the

" _Cambodian -"RVN barder to Phnom Penh, ~ontiguous waterways, adjacent land areas, and

~ ‘BA 704 in order to dis*upt VGC/NVA T.OC, Jdestroy enemy vase camps, rost areas, and
facilities, and to route out the VC!,

Z, To protect friendly shipping oa the Mekong River,
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Refugees woere transported (rom Pleisu AR to Camp Enari by 2 1/2-ton ARVN trucks,
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3. To conduct amphibious assault operations on the east bank of the Mekong River in
the vicinity of the Ph Neak Loeang Ferrycrossing in Prey Veng Province at its Mekong River
border with Kandal Province. It was a cornbined operation employiug USN, VNN, and VNMC
forces under the command of DEPCOMNAVFORV,

(C) In the first phase of the operation, PCFs of the fast raider unit led the way to the Ph Neak
Loeang Ferry, while River Assault Craft (RAC) followed the PCFs, landing the 1st VNMC Bn at
Ph Chrey Thom, Prey Veng Province, and the 4th and 5th VNMC Bns some 20 km to the north at
the Ph Neak Locang Feriy crossing.

(C) The second phase of the cperation, refugee evacuation, was initiated by the VNN without
US consultation. By 7 Jun approximately 22,000 refugees had been transported downriver to four
sites in RVN, The fleet commander took his units to Phnom Penh, arriving at 1700 on 11 May.
Before leaving Ph Neak Loeang all USN advisors were disembarked, Early on the 12th a portion
of the force proceaded to Kompong Cham, nearly 75 km northeast of Phnom Penh, arriving at
1430, At 1800 they departad for a nighttime return to Phnom Penh arriving at 0300 on the 13th
with 3, 000 refugees for further transportation to SVN,

(C) On the trip from Phnom Penh to RVN, the flatilla was joined by three Panamanian and
two Japanese marchant ships which had received fire on the trip up the river on 25 Apr and were
reluctant to make the trip back downriver due to the VC/NVA in the area.

{C) An additional refugee convoy left on 15 May for Phnom Penh and arrived in the afternoon,
Cn the 17th the convoy departed Phnom Penh carrying 9,000 refugees largely of Vietnamese ethnic
origin. Most of the refugees had never seen Vietnam but wanted to emigrate to RVN because of
the anti- Vietnamese atmosphere existing in Cambodia. The convoy arrived at Dong Tam on the
morning of 18 May,

{C} By 31 May Operation CUU LONG I moved into yet another phase when RVNAF units

enterod the Cambodian Town of Prey Veng some 50 km nearly due east of Phnom Penh to assist
Cambodian forces in heavy contact with VC/NVA, ( 36)

CUU LONG IT {16-24 May)

(C) Operatiors CUU LONG 11, initiated on 1623307 May and terminated on 2416002 May, was
conducted in Cambodian areas north and west of the RVN province of Chau Doc.{ 37) Elements
of the 21st and 9th ARVN Divse, the 44th STZ, the 4th Armd Bde, and the 4th Rgr Gp crossed the
Cambodian border to deny the enemy access to sanctuaries, The AQ was from the Bassac River
(the Song Hau Gilang River in RVN) to Kampot, The Cambodian towns Kampot, Tuk Meas, and
Kompoug in Kampot Province, Takeo in the province of the same name, and Prek Thel in Kandal
Province were secured, Highway No. 2 fromw. Takeo to the RVN border was secured, as was
Highway No, 16 from Kampot to Tani, Kampct Province, Armored cavalry elements swept High-
way (o, Y north of Kampot to a point about 14 km northeast of Kampot and another stretch from
the vicinity of Ph Kaoh Russei, Kampot Province to the vicinity of Tram Kak, Takeo Province,
The hill masses in the vicinity of Hills 451 and 278 in Takeo Frovince amd 442 in Kampot Pro-
vince were searched, They formed a chain running northwest from RVN's celebrated Nuj Coto
Mountain in Chau Doe Province, There were 21 significant contacts and 26 caches locatad, The
operation terminated on 24 May with the withdrawal of the 21st ARVN Div from Cambadia, Ele-
ments remainine In Czmbodia agsumed the entire AD previously held by the 218t ARVN Div and
became Operation CUU LONG Ul from 2416017 NMay (See Fig 29).
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(C) The final results of Operation CUU LONG Il were: enemy, 612 KIA, 52 detained, 792
individual weapons, and 84 crew-served weapons captured; friendly, 36 KIA, 122 WIA,

CUU LONG I (25 May-30 Jun)

(C) The remaining TFs of the 9th Div had the additional missjon of support of Cambodian
troops to construct outposts and reestablish the local authorities. { 38) The 9th Div conducted
one operation on the Vietnamese side of the border during which Nui Da Dung was assaulted and
taken, Characteristic of the phase was the lack of large contacts south of the Presidential pene-
tration limit; however, the 16th Regt relieved the Cambodians at Kompong Spoe and in doing so
recaptured 3, 500 individual weapons which were restored to the Cambodian Army. In addition
the Div was charged with delivering 1, 000 weapons to Cambodian units, These weapons were
mixed AK47 and CKC type that had been captured by IV Corps units on previous operations,
Operating in conjunction with Cambodian forces, local governmental control was reestablished at
local Kompong Trach, Tuk Meas, Tani, Kompong Chrey and Tunleap, The phase marked the first
time that ARC LIGHT strikes were uged in conjunction with the ground tactical plan in the 9th Div.,
Two widely separated strikes were planned, forwarded, and approved. In both cases a ground
exploitation was planned and executed, On the US Advisory side of the 9th Div CP, inadequate com-
munications presented a serious problem, Positioning of the CP at Ha Tien South airfield was
discouraged by the Senior Advisor but to no avail, FM communications were adequate to good
after radios were placed on the nearest hill mass and remoted into the CP. VHF communications
were marginal to inadequate since the only circuit available was through the ARVN board integrat-
ed into the ICS system at Rach Gia,

(C) The CambodianCampaign was the most successful series of operations conducted by the
9th Div, The aviation support rendered by the 164th Avn Gp and utilization of the support by the
9th Div were commendable and contributed significantly to the success of the operation.

Combat Support

Artillery Support to ]I FFORCEV, Cambodian Operations

{C) Il FFORCEV artillery supported Operation TOAN THANG 42 with six batteries of medium
and heavy artillery, initially deployed to the north and east of the AOs to provide maximum sup-
port for the maneuver units, Liaison was established with all ARVN Task Forces, III Corps, and
IV Corps to further insure timely support. All US artillery fires in TOAN THANG 42 were co-
ordinated and controlled by a forward element of the 23d Arty Gp collecated with the ARVN IIT
Corps TOC at Go Dau Ha and later at Tay Ninh. During later phases of the operation two medium
and two heavy batteries displaced into Cambodia to keep pace with the rapidly moving ARVN
forces, The batteries provided close and continuous support to the manouver elements, but were
not allowed to displace west of Svay Rieng. As the operation progressed two of the TFe continued
to operate north of the Dog’'s Head, while the romaining TF continued to operate in the Parrot's
Beak. Each of the operations was supportud by a modium and heavy battery,

{C) In Operation TOAN THANG 43 II FFORCEV artillery units were initially positioned to
support the airlift elements of the 3d ARVN Abn Bde occupying blocking positions across the
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baorder, as well as the 11th ACR and other units attacking overland. Three batteries of medium
artillery and six platoons of heavy artillery were deployed forward, utilizing fixed and rotary
wing aircraft and road convoy, to seven firing positions in remote areas to the south and east of
the Fishhook, Position areas were selected to provide maximum fire support to the maneuver
elements upon initiation of the attack. Over 5, 500 rounds were fired by II FFORCEV artillery
units in support of Task Force Shoemaker during the first week of operation. Fires of all avail-
able artillery were massed on known and suspected enemy locations, paving the way for exploit-
ation by maneuver forces.

(C) Aggressive use of artillery early in Operations TOAN THANG 42 and 43 placed both
medium and heavy elements well forward and centrally positioned to support the commitment of
additional maneuver units when operations were expanded into BAs 350, 351, 354, and 707. In
support of the TOAN THANG operations, except for a few batteries located in other critical areas
of III CTZ, virtually all units of II FFORCEV artillery were moved to the Cambodian Border or
across it. Heavy artillery platoons were consolidated for employment as batteries wherever
possible. During one 3-day period, a total of 32 artillery moves were conducted to place the
firing elements in the best positions in support of operations in Cambodia. A total of 198 moves
were made in response to the needs of maneuver commanders.

Engineer Support to I FFORCEV, Cambodian Operations

(C) With the initiation of combat operations in Cambodia, engineer requirements in the
northern portion of the CTZ were planned to accommodate the movement of US and GVN ground
farces with attention focused on overland resupply routes and airfield improvement, Sizable
construction projects and route maintenance requirements were envisioned and necessary steps
were taken to provide the required engineer units and heavy equipment to accomplish the tasks,

(C) Two non-divisional platoons reinforced with earth moving assets were positioned in
Tonle Cham and Katum. Thirteen demolition teams were provided to assist in the destruction
of bunker complexes. As sizable cacho complexes were located, additional non-divisional en-
gineor assets were roguired.

{C)} The 31st Engr Bn (Combat), reinforcad by a light equipment company, established a
forward CP at Quan Loi to support operations in the eastern portion of the cross-border AO,
Primary efforts consisted of oponing QL-13 from Loc Ninh into Cambodia to Snuol, Additionally,
a 45 foot dry gap span was installed on Ql.-13 and bomb craters along the route filled, The route
was opened to wheel and tracked vehicles within 48 hours after receiving the mission. Another
priority mission was to open approximately 22 km of trajl from QI.-13 into a large cache site
known as "The City." The project was accomplished within 48 hours and agsistod in the success-
ful evacuation of large tonnages of captured enemy matericl, Extensive repair to Loc Ninh air-
field was required duoc to heavy traffic, Two taxiways to the existing ramp were constructed to
include the installation of a "“hook-out" resupply pad. In addition to rapair of existing taxiways,
a 500 foot by 250 foot ramp was constructed,

{G) The 588th Engr Bn (Combat) established a forward CP at Katum to support the western
portion of the border AO. Its primary task was the uxtensive maintenance roquired to the Katum
airfield, Working at night the unit inatalled over 600 feet of M8BAL matting at each end of the run-
way. Additionally, the 588th maintained LLTL-4 from Prek Klok to Katum, constructod an all-
weather back-haul road from Katum north to Route 7 in Cambodia, and constructed logistical

facilities at Katum.
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(C) To support the 25th Inf Div operations, the 92d Engr Bn (Construction) established a
forward CP at Tay Ninh and conducted operations with two organic companies and one platoon
from the 362d Light Equip Co. The battalion opened and upgraded QL,~-22 from Tay Nirh to the
Cambodjan border, completed the upgrade of the Thien Ngon airfield, constructed resupply pads

« for helicopter operations and by-pass roads to the west and east of the airfield. Overall, the
following projects were accomplished during the Cambodian campaign: opened 163 km of roads;
maintained 263 km of road; constructed or reinforced 15 bridges; and maintained seven forward
airfields.

- (C) Two companies of the 62d Lnd Clr Bn were deployed into the Fishhook area to support
combat operations. A platoon of Rome Plows from the 984th LLCC was provided to support engine-
er operations in opening QL-22 north from Thien Ngon, Rome Plows also supported elements of
the 31st Engr Bn in opening QL-14A from Bu Dop north to various cache sites in Cambodia. Dur-
ing the period of combat operations, the 60th LCC and 984th I.CC cleared a total of 1,694 acres.

Of particular significance was the role the Rome Plow played in uncovering large quanties of enemy
supplies,

(C) The Eng Bde Cdr maintained continuous liaison with supported units throughout the
pvring of operation. The continual monitoring of the engineer support effort provided the control
necessary to accomplish priority tasks, HQ II FFORCEYV assisted the supported units by establish.
ing engineer priorities based on tactical requirements of the situation,

Army Aviation Support to II FFORCEV, Cambodian Qperations

(C) The 12th Avn Gp (Combat) provided direct and general support tqll FFORCEYV and Il
CTZ units participating in the Cambodian Campaign, The support to ARVN III Corps was co-
ordinated by the 12th Avn Gp, using a provisional Army Aviation Element (AAE) located with
III Corps Forward CP at Go Dau Ha and later at Tay Ninh. The AAE at ]I FFORCEV TOC co-
ordinated support provided to US units,

{C) The 334th Avn Co (Atk Hel) was taskad to provide four Light Fire Teams (LFT) for aerial
fire support to ARVN units in contact, escert US modical evacuation aircraft, escort VNAF
helicopters on combat assaults, and escort US CH-47 resupply aircraft, The basic aviation
support allocation consistod of seven command and contrel helicopters provided daily to the task
force commanders and Il CTZ staff, CH-47 helicopters were provided only for emergency re-
supply and evacuation as required,

{C) To assist in positive identification of friondly units during aerial fire missions, the CO,
12th Avn Gp ostablished Aerial Avation Contral Teams (AACT), The teams consisted of one
UH-1D/H command and control helicopter flown by US personnel ¢ *rying a US advisor and an
ARVN ropresentative, Through continuous communication with the mancuver forces on the ground
and with the III Corps Forward CP, the teams provided the necessary control to permit reliable
and responsive aerial fire support,

{C) A Trp, 3d Sqdn, 17th Cav, provided lift support for the ARVN ready roaction force to
secure downed aircraft, The force consisted of a 21-man aero rifle platoon and was used in lieu
of US porsonnel. Additionally, a chase aircraft was included in the fovce for support, and person-
nel rocovery tasks.
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(C) Two companies of the 11th Avn Bn, the 205th ASHC and the 213th ASHC, were tasked to
support the ARVN Abn Div in closing out three fire support bases in the Fishhook during the final
stages of the campaign, To insure close coordination liaison teams from the 11th Avn Bn and
12th CAG were stationed with the headquarters of the Abn Div at Tay Ninh, The 334th Avn Co
supported the three ARVN combined arms task forces in Phase I of TOAN THANG 42, accounting
for 365 enemy killed.

(C) The forward AAE, collocated with III Corps forward, consisted of three officers and three
enlisted personnel, The element was situated with the G3 Advisor section in the TOC and provided
24-hour support to CG, 11 CTZ, The team provided advice to the Deputy Senior Advisor, 1II CTZ,
on Army aviation matters and coordinated employment of LFTs and CH-47 recovery missions in-
side Cambodia. As a secondary mission the team controlled all US Army aircraft crossing into
Cambodia in support of TOAN THANG 42. Authority to commit LFTs, CH-47s, or aircraft re-
covery missions across the border was at the discretion of the CG, II FFORCEYV, while the author~
ity to commit US command and control air' raft into Cambodia was reserved to DSA, III CTZ,

(C} The 210th Avn Bn, employing fixed-wing and rotary-wing aircraft, supported Cambodian
operations with visual reconnaissance, adjustment of artillery fire, command and staff trans-
portation, radio relay, and light cargo transport. Ina 5-day period, five U-1A (Otter) aircraft
of the 54th Utility Airplane Go, 210th Avn Bn, transported 976 Cambodian refugees and 25 tons
of personal belongings from Hon Quan in the vicinity of An Loc, RVN, to a refugee processing
point estabiished at Mimot, Cambodia,

(C) The 222d Avn Bn employing three assault helicopter companies, provided aircraft lift
support for liaison, resupply, medical evacuation, command and control, visual reconnaissance,
cache evacuation, and combat assaults, Additionally, the 273d Avn Co (Hv Hel) provided heavy lift
assistance to the 1st Cav Div. The support consisted of transporting light engineer equipment,
artillery weapons, and vehicles,

{C) The 269th Avn Bn employed two assault helicopter companies in support of 25th Inf Div
operations in BAs 354 and 707, In addition to that support the 242d Avn Bn (Hv Hel) conducted
modium Uit support on required basis,

(C) During the period 6-13 May, the 3d Sqd, 17th Cav, with two air cavalry troops, was
placad under the operational control of the st Bde, 25th Inf Div to conduct screening missions
in Cambedia, One of the troops was placed in support of III CTZ forces operating in the vicinity
of the Angel's Wing, When the 25th Inf Div returned tv RVN on 14 May, the squadron was placed
OPCON to the division and tasked to continue air cavalry oparations in BAs 354 and 707. The
mission continued until 22 Jun when the squadron was piven an additional AQ which encompassed
BAsg 352 and 353, and extended into Cambodia to the 30 ki limit, Primarily, the squadron con-
ductad screening operations while romaining immediately responsive to mission requests by the
11th ACR operating in the Fighhook, On 27 Jun the squadron assumed OPCON of the 11th ACR's
air cavalrey troup and began an intensive low level reconnaissance operation in the Fishhook area
in support of a comprehensive interdiction campaign directed by the 25th Inf Div, The operations
were conducted in conjunction with a massive destruction program employing tactical air, B-52
strikes, artillery fires, and air cavalry to inflict maximum damage to remaining unexploited
cache sites and base areas,

5
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(C) A statistical summary of support provided and unit and enemy losses is shown below.
The composition of each unit is displayed at Appendix 1.

. TONS OF
UNIT HOURS PAX CARCO KBA A/C LOST

145th Avn Bn 4,216 26,710 3,909 166 0

. 3/17th Cav 8, 829 N/A N/A 382 5
269th Avn Bn 13,055 35,358 15,714 38 0
222d Avn Bn 2,530 1,703 1,703 0 0
11th Avn Bn 15,973 99,316 34,185 0 0
210th Avn Bn 2,248 1,162 25 15 1
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TASK ORGANIZATION OF ARMY AVIATION

TO Il FFORCEV. CAMBODIAN OPERATIONS

1. 1lth Aviation Battalion (Combat)
128th Aviation Company {Assault Helicopter)
173d Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter)
205th Aviation Company (Heavy Helicopter)
213th Aviation Company (Heavy Helicopter)

2. 145th Aviation Battalion (Combat)
68th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter)
118th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter)
190th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter)
334th Aviation Company (Attack Helicopter)

3. 210th Aviation Battalion (Combat)
25th Corps Aviation Company
74th Reconnaissance Airplane Company
184th Reconnaissance Airplane Company
54th Utility Airplane Company

4. 222d Aviation Battalion {Combat)
117th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter)
195th Aviation Company (Assauit Helicopter)
240th Aviation Company (Assault Huelicopter)
273d Aviation Company (Heavy Helicopter}

5. 269th Aviation Battalion (Combat)
116th Aviation Company {Assault Helicopter)
187th Aviation Company (Assault Helicopter)
242d Aviation Company (Heavy Helicopter)

6. 3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry (-)
A Troop, 3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry
B Troop, 3d Squadron, 17th Cavalry
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Results and Impact of Cross-Border Operations

Results of Captured Materiel and Enemy KIA/PW

(S) The cumulative results of capture or destroyed eremy equipment during cross-border
operations was based upon field commanders' reports as of 7 Jul 70, and were considered valid.
The results included:

Individual Weapons 20,074

csw 2,534

Rice {Tons) 6,879.2

Ammunition (Tons) 1,763.8

Vehicles 431

Gasoline (Gal) 4, 867

0Oil (Gal) 1,955

Medical Supplies 54.9 tons, 14 hospitals,

1 X-Ray Machine, 500
surgical instruments

Gas Masks 1,449

{S}) There had been 15, 732 individual and 1, 565 crew-served woapons issued to Cambodia
from both US and GVN stocks, with 108 crew-served weapons still in inventory as of 1 Sep. Many
of thom were captured in South Vietnam., Serviceability was determined by taking samples of in-
ventory stocks. Percentages of serviceable itoems varied widely from day to day as inventories
changed. For example, a sample taken on 29 Jun reflected only about & percent of crew-asrved
and 10 percent of individual weapons were serviceable. Of the romainder of items reported cap-
tured, 461 tons of ammunition were issued to Cambodia with another 21 tons in inventory as of
19 Aug. Edible rice was turned over to civil affairs ropresentatives for local distribution. POL
was not ovacuated; some was used, but much was either contaminated or substandard. Approxi-
mateoly 20 vehicles were in the inventory. Of the total, which included trailers, many were beyond
salvage. No record of disposition of gas masks was availabloe, Weapons and munitions captured
but destroyed in place, US and RVNAF requirements, and war trophies accounted for the dif-
forence botwoan totals reported captured and those accounted for by issue.

(S} The total number of enemy killed during cross-border operations was 11,562, That
figure was based on field commanders’ reports of actual body count and no estimates were used,
Those killed by aircraft were not difforentiated,

{S) The total number of prisoners captured in Cambodia by type were 218 NVA and 882 VC,
for a total 1,097, The data were derived from field commanders' reports submitted in accordance

with MACV and/or JGS Directives. There was no information available to indicate that any indivi-
duals originally reported as PWs were later reclassifiod and released.
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Impact on Enemy Command and Control

(S) The significant expansion of the enemy's area of operations complicated his commandd and
control, both in Cambodia and in South Vietnam. The enemy appeared to be task organizing his
units in Cambodia and giving them wicder areas of responsibility, Those measures relieved some
of his command and control problems.

(S) There were indications the enemy, in order to meet his long-range stratepic objectives
in Cambodia, cstablished regional fronts. Three and possibly four fronts were identified. They
were: first, in the vicinity of Kompong Speu where the 101D, with at least four separate bat-
talions forming a two regiment sized task force, was apparently under the control of a forward
element of the 1st NVA Div, Second, in the vicinity of Kompong Cham where two regiments and
a division headquarters were currently deployed; and third, in Cambodian MR 4 where a detached
element of the B-3 {ront controlled approximately two regimental equivalents., Finally, north of
the Tonle Sap another possible front may have resulted from the apparent reorganization of the
275th Regt which had been reported in captured documents to have been split, In brief, the enemy
appeared to have clected to task organize on a regional basis in Cambodia to accomplish his ob-
jectives.

(S} Although the enemy had correctly anticipated the possibility of cross-bhorder opurations,
the magnitude and depth of penetration were unexpected. The ensuing rapid relocation of COSVN
and HQ SVNLA decper into Cambodia, coupled with the loss of mare than 29 tons of communications
equipment, resulted in a degradation of command and contral over enemy units that remained in
South Vietnam, Hoi Chanh reports also indicated LOCs between VC MRs and subordinate units
were cut, and many units had to operate independently for sometime, In somae cases, forward
elomants located in the RVN assumed command of regional forces when region headquarters were
unatle to do so. It appeared that by Sep COSVN/HQ SVNLA ance again oxercised some degree
of direct command and control of enemy forces in RVN, but there was no supperting documentary
evidence. The loss of 30 much communications equipment and the greatly expanded area of
operations, however, must have reduced the effectiveness of his command and cantrol,

Impact on Enomy Manpower

{$) The closing of Knmpong Som and the cross-bordor operations exacerbated the enemy's
manpower problem in two ways. First, Honol sproad the forces committed to COSVN over an
extended geopraphic area, Even prior to the cross-border operations, Hanol had a manpower
problem in the COSVN avoa of RVN. That was accentuated by the opening of a VC/NVA front in
Cambadia, The enemy had deployed out of the COSVN area of the RVN clements of four divisions
and two sapper battalions. Additionally, reports indicated some infiltration groups destined for
the COSVN arca were diverted to Cambodia, Documents captured in June and July revealed the
275th vV Regt received replacements from Infiltration Gps 2164th and 2187Tth. Consequontly, the
manpower commitment in the COSVN area was reduced, It resulted in increased prossure on
local enemy puerrilla forces and infrastructure in the COSVN area and provided a groater chance
for pacification to succeed,

{3} Second, the closure of Kompong Soin meant the major portion of supplies bound for
COSVN had to be transported from Laos, The Kompong Som LOC needed only a bare minimum

of NVA manpower, Supplies were hauled by truck aver an all-weather road aystem, free from
interdiction up to the border, The NVA provided only supervisory personnel, Now the materiel
1”'%‘\(“{0 hi‘r\' .n' tv.\
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had to be transported through the Laotian system and then south by land and water to the using
units in Cambodia and the RVN. The effort demanded an expanded manpower commitment. For
example, some elements of the B-3 Front were committed to northeast Cambodia where they
were involved in logistics and LOC security activities.

{S}) The enemy also suffered from a reduction in force densities, Because of his rapid
westward expansion, he w=s limited to employment of forces immediately available. At the
same time, he had to redistribute his forces both to avoid allied sweeps and to tie down FANK
units so he could begin reconstitution of his logistical system. Consequently, the enemy faced
the problem of effectively maintaining his presence in a vastly extended area with widely dispers-
ed forces.

(S8) Prior to the cross-border operations, the enemy maintained a flow of personnel to the
COSVN area., Losses imposed on him, however, materially charged his requirements and per-
sented him with a much moere complex and unexpected problem. He had to attempt replacement
of approximately 12, 500 personnel killed or captured. However, limitations on recruitment and
training retarded attainment of the same degree of readiness he had previously enjoyed. Virtually
all personnel formerly sent to COSVN were for support of operations in SN, Now the enemy had
to adjust his personnel input to support activities in both SVN and Cambodia. Normal lead time
for infiltraticn of replacements averaged about 120 days from Vinh to the COSVN unit. The de-
lay imposed on infiltrators in May, as well as the inherent prublems associated with the Southwest
Monsecon, air interdiction, increasing sickuess, and low morale, reduced the flow in the infilt-
ration pipeline and (urther Jowered his effectiveness.

(S} Additionally, his perscnnel requirements increased in other acveas. He needed personnel
to expand and relacate LOCs, construct BAg, and provide security, He also faced a requirement
for additional personnel to procure and trangport food for his units in both Cambodia and RVN,
The reverse flow of sick and wounded from the larper area of operations also increased his man-
power neada, It wan clear the enemy faced expanded and vastly complieated personnel requive-
ments for which he had not planned, '

Impact on Fnemy Logistics

(8) Enewy supply problems ware complicated by four factors, First, hie forcer were widely
deployed over both Cambodia and RVN, Second, he not only had to meet current expenditures but
also had to replace nome of the stratepic veserve lost in border arvas. Third, he had to ship
supplien over the hazardous Laotian LOCG bocause of the closure of Kompong Som and the success-
ful sea interdiction by MARKET TIME, Finally, he had to accomplish the mission with peesonacl
that were currently available,

{8) To replace the logistical system disrapted by allied operations, the enemy apparently
was foreed to expand his LOC complex from Laos into Canibodia, To achieve that. he had to
widen military activity in Laos, He bad freedoum of action in the Attopeu and Savaviane areas and
may have felt it was acuuessary to extemd his presence wost of the Bolovens Plateau by takwg
Paksung and Pakse, Should he elect that course of action in the future nat only would his military
requirements to secure a cansiderably extented 1.OC complex be increased, but ke would also be
faced with poteatial internatinnal implications that seizure of Panse might entail,
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(8} The increased military activity in Laos in support of his tactical situation in Cambodia
and RVN taxed his planning and operational resources. His plans called for the use of the Mckong-
Tonel Kong River net and the development of a LOC-BA system in the Stung Treng-Chhlong-Kom-
pong Thom triangle. That region, although highly useful for support of Cambodian vperations, pre- -
sented at least three serious problems for support of activities in South Vietnam. First, the "
enemy had to expend considerable time in an effort to develop adequate roads, trails, transship-
ment points, and storage depots--time he could i1l afford, Secondly, key points, such as Stung
Treng, Kratie, and Chhlong, were highly susceptible to interdiction, Third, the base was con-
siderably removed from enemy combat elements in the COSVN area.

(8) It was evident that enemy logistical planning and operational problems were vastly com-
plicated by the cross-border operations and the loss of Kompony Som. His future military ef-
fectiveness in Cambodia and the COSVX area of RVN was directly tied to his capacity to solve
those problems.

Impact of Materiel Losses

(S} The eneny suffered significant materiel lossas during the cross-border operations,
They included:

1. Fanough rice ta feed 25,199 snemy soldiers for one year at full ration {1 1/2 pounds
pes aay), or enough rice to feed 37, TOR enemy soldiers for one year at reduced ration { | pound
per dayl;

2. Enough individual weapens ta equip 55 {ull gtrength VC infantry hattalions:
3, Encugh ¢rew -aerved woapons to equip 33 full strength VC infantey battalions:

4. Baough mortar, rocket, aad recuiliesns rifle reurds to give the enemy the capability
to vonduct 18, 585 average attacke<by-Tire, each sttack averaging 7.7 rounds por attack,

[8) Not oaly did he sttempt to restore at least some of these supphies loat i border BAs, he
alse tried to rupport his widevspyead deployment of forceox threughout Cambadia, as well as thoeo
that remained in RUN, Despite an intensive dry season logistienl campaign last year, the enemy
mada deliberate efflurtd to continue resupply activitios to the bost of his ability during the rainy
season, which was conclusive evidence of the significant iimpact of crosa.border operations, The
extant to which cross-borde aperations affected the enemy supply situation in the RVYN I CT2
wag iHustrated by neveral documents captured in July., Enemy units wore divrected to economize
on ammunition, intensify favm production, and ewphasize capture of allied waterials, Putuve
issves of quartermaster, medical, foud, and other supplics were veduced by S0 to 80 por-
cent.t Y1 Combat effectivencys of the forces steadily doclistiod because the flow of ueapons,
ammunition, wmedical supplies, and other equspmcm was not gquickly restoroed,

o
Impact o Pacification
18) ¥ffects of the US-GVN Cambodian operations upon pacification wero understandable only
against the background of events which had sccurred in South Victnam during 1969 and the first -
{four months of 1970, In 1969 the GVN pacification program teok strategic and political injtative -
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from the enemy and generated great enthusiasm and excitement on the part of much of the
population. As was expected the momentum attained in 1969 proved difficult to sustain in 1970,
Moreover, matters were aggravated by the distraction of GVN national leadership, especially
the President, from pacification to new political, economic, and international problems. At
the same time the enemy recognized the significance of pacification efforts and began to toke
steps to counter GVN gains in the countryside, COSVN Resolutions 9 and 14 indicated the Com-
n.unists' concern and intentions. During the first four months of the year, enemy terrorist
activities increased sharply and reached a peak at about the time that cross-border operations
commenced.

(S) The most immediate consequence of the operations jr. Csin' »dia was marked reduction
of enemy activity in IIl CTZ as evidenced by the Hamlet Evaluation System (HES) data, Not
only were substantial quantities of enemy supplies captured, but major elements of three enemy
divisions in III CTZ and one euemy division and two sapper battalions in IV CTZ deployed out of
South Vietnam into Cambodia. Enemy units remaining in those zones ceased operating in bat-
talion size units or larger and broke into small ele -nts. A s a result pacification momentum in
those two military zones again accelerated, (n adaition, GVN military successes in Cambodia
undoubtedly improved morale of GVN military © -1ders. Beyond that, however, little was pre-
sently discernible. Other possible constructive effects growing out of the cross-border operations
were still unclear and would require a longer period of gestation before they became measurable.
There was one major undesirable consec - nce of the Cambodian operations. Approximately
200, 000 Vietnamese refugees entered in > South Vietnam from Cambodia. Care of that sivable
group absorbad considerable amounts of GVN recources and administrative efforts.

Impact =2 Vietnamization and RVNAF Effectiveness

(S) The ultimnte effect < the Cambodian cross-border operations on Vietnamization and
RVNAF effectiveness could not be completely assessed at an early date. However, there were
indicators, believed valid, which did provide basis for interim assassment,

(S) The firsat indicator was the ability of RVNAF, especially in Il CTZ and IV CT7 te conduct
large-scale independent operations, Since the withdrawal of US ferces  om Cambodia on 30 Jun
70, RVNAF remained to conduct operations in Cambodia with {orces equivalent te almost two
divisions. Those forces, with only limited US artillery and air interdiction support and no US
advisors or direct air support, proved they were combat effuctive. Added to RVNA¥ '3 ability
to operate independently was the flexibility and experience displayed in supporting fANK forces,
often deep in Cambodia,

(S8} The second indicator was the pride RVNAF felt in their accomplishments in the ¢cross-
border operations, That pride produced a new confidance and aggiessivy spirit threughout the
Vietnamese military; establishment, Tho result was an incre e of pressure on enemy {orces on
both sides of the border, The morale of the populace also improved by seeing the GVN forces
assume more of tha wasr effort, The added effect was that Vielr~mization was viewed more
favorably by both civilians and military.

(S} A third indicator was the reduction of enemy main forece activity in the COSVN area of

South Vietnam, The enemy's initial heavy losses in men and miteriel during the cross-border
operations and ths continued denial of his former border sanctuaries contributed to the redurtion

of the threat and thereby pravided the >pportunity for orderly Vietnamization,
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(S) Finally, the iadicaturs denoted improvement and 3 mure favorable environment for
accelerated Vietnaumization,

Logistics

Over-View of Logistics Planning and Coordination of Cross-Border Operations in Canthodia

(S) When the question about US, Vietnamese cross-border operations came up in April 1970,
MACV logisticians were initiallv concerned with the building of two major forward supply areas,
Onc was to be in Moc Hoa under the control of IV Corps, and the VN 4th Area Logistic Command
{ALC), There were virtually no US personnel other than advisory US ground forces, The IV
Corps wa: to go into Parrot's Beal. from the south and establish a forward supply basc in Moc
Hoa on top of the Sector Management and Direct Support Logistics (SM&DSLCenter), It consisted
of a small unit ot approximately 200 men, It was located on a river, received supplies by barges,
etc., and was meant to be the backbone of the operation in southern Cambodia, Later, a¢ the
forces moved further into the south, they built a forward supply point outside Chau Doc City,
Those two supply points funneled support into Cambodia at the beginning of the operation in the
IV CT7 area, In additien, the Vietnamese established a forward supply point in the upper part
of Parrot's Beak, In the north, below the Fishhook, there were several key air fields, Katum,
Tonle Cham, and Loc Ninh. Each took C-130 aircraft and became forward supply points for both
US and Victnamese cross-border operations,

{3) In the carly part of the operations, all plans were on an extremely close-hold basis
becausc of the general luildeup in Cambodia; internal national problems in  the US; and problems
of the President, working with the JCS, deciding on what to do about the area, In the field it was
even on u more close-hold basis between the US and VN commanders involved so the element of
surprise would not be lost, A leap-off operativns, however, with armor and other equipment for
a major cross-border aperation, coulu not be started without logistics porsennel, It took time
to move POL, ammnition, hospital areas, vehicles and other equipment forward to support a
war, Moving the cquipment forward into the supply points in behalf of the Vietnamese as well ag
the US without muck visibility was very difficult, and to move them without instructions to the
troops or to logistical personnel was impossible, One of the miracles of the operations was that,
in a matter of a few days, the Victnamese w.re able to establish their forward supply point, In
the case of the US, it was not so difficult, The US had package teams; persomel use to fast
movements; good communications; the airlilt and other equipment with which to move and operate,
From the time the plans were rovealed until the move-out order was piven a tremendous aijrlift
took place, In the monthg precediag April the C-7s, C-1238, and C-130s af the in-country Come
mon Service Airlift System (CSAS) .arried an average of 84, 000 STON of equipmont, supplies,
and passengers. The amount transported jumped greatly in the next 3 months, In April 88,000
STON was moved; a tremoendous 113,000 STON in May: and 90,000 STON in June, By July the
amount had returned to average, The Vietnamese made inany movements along the roads out of
the Saigon Area on Routo 1, through Go Dau Ha, into Parrot's Beak; on Route 1 to Svay Rieng and
ultimately to & major base near the Mckong Ferry., All the forward supply points were visited
by US personnel and wore found to be run efficiently by the Vietnamese, The move was one of the
biggest the Vietnamese had ever accomplished and was proof of their ability to take care of
themselves logistically,



(S) After the units entered Cambodia, reports arrived at HQ MACYV concerning the various
caches found in arcas such as those dubbed "The Rock Island East" and "The City," Personncl
from MACJ4 visited the arcas immediately to suxrvey the cquipment, including AK47 rifles,
machine guns, hospital supplics, ammunition of various kinds, anti-aircraft ordnance, and en-
trenching tools for evacuation, If it were not collected immediately, it could have been destoyed
or diverted out of the system, A mecthod of getting the materiel back to the collection point at Di
An was needed, The problem was to assess what was captured for refurbishment, identification,
cataloging, crating, and onward shipmcent, At that point in time, no plans existed to send captured
weapons back to Cambodia, The US had found large amounts of cnemy weapons and foodstuffs,
Therc was a great discrepancy between the number of weapons captured and reported captured,
and the number entered in the system where they could be seen and actually counted, The dis-
crepancy could have been caused by many things, At first they were estimated, then specifically
counted and moved to collection points, Some were destroyed, some taken as souvenirs, and
some could have been in the system without appearing on the reports, The Vietnamese also found
large caches and brought the materiel back to each Corps area and ultimately to Saigon, Their
discipline on what they collected, returne? to Cambodia, and their control and rccord-keeping
were not known, They had considerable trouble ascertaining what they physically had and getting
it into the system to be counted, identified, and refurbished,

(8} After looking into the records of the materiel captured, a decision was made at HQ MACV
to provide the most immediate, sensible aid for the Cambodians. It was decided to send 15,000
M-2 carbine rifles with ammunition, The M.2 was selected because it was the least expensive
automatic rifle, was in abundance, and could be obtained quickly, Carbine ammunition was avail-
able and the rifle had the 30 round rnagazine, It was known that the US Air Force was preparing
to ship M<2s to Vietnam for the People's Self-Defense Forces, The Air Force was called and di-
rected to start shipping the weapons, At the same time, papers were processed to obtair approval
of the move, The fact the M16 rifle was a better weapon was considered, but it was more expen-
sive and no information was known on availability at the time,

(S) In addition to the weapons problem, simultaneous action was taken to get POL to the US
naval operations up-river in Cambodia and emergency shipments of 50 caliber ammunition for
all armored personnel carriers, Also, as many repair parts as possible for APCs were moved
forward to the Vietnamese, Close managemant and coordination was necossary by the 834th Air
Div, and MACV Transportation Agency { TMA} in the mnvement of supplies.

{S) A second phase of the Cambodian operations was the establishment of the "underground
airline” run by the Viethamcoese. It was called such because it was not to be vizible and the out-
come was quostionable when the Vietnamesce airerait arrvived at Phnom Penh, whore prior ¢on-
tacts were minimal, After shipment of the 15,000 rifies was approved, delivering them without
visibility was a regular "Spanish Adagio,' USARV, without knowing the reason, prepared boxes
of a certain size and dimensions with no markings, When the carbines arrived frcm the US, they
were crated, vanded and delivered to the 230th Vietnamese Depot, The Vietnamese dia not know
at the time in what they were involved, Vietnamese tracks were obtained and the weapons were
delivered to an iscolated section of Tan Son Nhut and loaded on the ajreraft, At that point in time,
only two or three individuals actually knew the entire story; none of the personncl in the field
could put it together, Fortunately for the success of the projoct, the head of a Vietnamese wing
of C~1198 had been in Cambodia for several years, He hod deveoloped mu.y iriends and knew the
airfield at Phriom Penh, The tlights were brought in at ore or two o'clock in the morning without
flying over the city for reasons of secrecy and the rifles were accepted by Cambodian officials,
Airlifts of ammunition followec »: - “ater 13,000 uaiforms, boots, ¢ ¢. were aleo {lown in, The
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first captured weapons flown in were 1,500 AK47s, No magazines were available for the rifles
and attempts to get them manufactured in Japan and Korea failed. Either the enemy knowingly
took all the magarzines with him or it was circumstances that caused hin to leave the rifles with
no ammunition magazines. The lack of magazines limited the use of the Ak47s but the Cambodians
were known to have some.

(S} In addition to the "underground airlines, " the "African Queen" was established., it con-
sisted of LSMs poing to Phnom Penh loaded with supplies. After theyoarrived, it was found it took
1 1/2-days to unload one craft because the Cambodians were not prepared to accomplish the task,
They had no equipment and the Vietnamese finally had to take their own with them to unload the
supplies themselves, The supplies were picked up by the Cambodians in Pepsi Cola and Coca
Cola trucks; it was apparent that some form of transportation was needed. Approval was given
for forty 2 1/2-ton trucks to be given to FANK, The drivers were brought into Vietnam and train-
ed by the Vietnamese.

{8) When the truck convoy moved out, in additioa to supplies, it carried 1, 000 men called
the "2d Khmer Strike Force," The first such force was a group of 1,800 ethnic Cambodians
living in Vietnam who wanted to fight for Cambodia. They brought their own M1és and mortars
and were moved by the "underground airline" in early May, Ammunition for their specialized
weapons and other supplies were sent to them, Later they were joined by another 1, 000 man
force for a total of 3, 800. The Special Forces had the responsibility for keeping them supplied
and making cquipment available for them to move into Phnom Penh,

(S} Two areas in Northern Cambodia, lL.a Bang Siek and Ba Kev, had 3. 500 troops and 4, 400
dependents who needed supplies to exist, Tactically it was disastrous for sustained operations,
so based on the advice and assistance of MACV, and in coordination with the Vietnamese and Cam-
bodian officials, all were evacuated. In about 4 days they were all transported to Pleiku. The
troops were given a short training course and eventually returned to Cambodia, The dependents
were moved south by air to Can Tho where they boarded an LST and moved back to Phr.om Penh,
The LST used for transportation had arrived from Phnom Penh with personnel to be tr:ined under
the 1970 Military Assistance Program (MAP),

(8) Foodstuffs were not normally supplied in MAP programs, so only a comparatively small
amount of captured rice was dropped in isolated areas, Cambodia was well supplied with food and
the question of aid in foodstuff never arose with the Cambodian officials. The rice located in
caches was turned over to CORDS and the Vietnamese. 7The only requirement logistically was
60,000 pounds uncovered in the aforementioned L.a Banp Sick oporations, The rice was generally
given away, The people who helped carry it from the caches received some: some was given to
the local population; and some given to refupccs and relief programs, There were problonis in
oxtracting the rice and othor materiel from the caches., There was an early trade-off between
the oparational requirements of moving troops forward with the CH-47 and UH-1 helicopters and
movement of captured materiel, Had there been an abundance of transportation, more materioal
mijght have been evacuated from the caches. Jt was difficult to lift it out and at the same time
satisfy troop movement requirements, Roads were made into some of the larger caches but it
took over a week to accomplish,

(8) Shortly after the airlift operations, there was some evidence there would be a MAP or a
Presidential Determination to provide $7.9 million for Cambodia, COMUSMACYV felt any proposed

program had to be handled by MACV, Not only were resources available, but it was a matter of v
priorities; he had to control the program to avoid dispersion of funds. Anyone else, such as
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Thailand, would be baised in favor of their country: also, a problem of coordination could arise.
COMUSMACYV was the only one with responsibility for the entire area and with the capacity of
tying it together. MACJ4 recommended to COMUSMACYV the establishment of a Special Supply
Support Group (SSSG). The name was later changed to Special Support Group (SSG) because it

‘ dealt with many matters in addition to supply, The SSG was made up of different sections and
groups - training personnel, MAG personnel from Thailand, JGS representatives, MACJ3 on
priorities, MACJ46 on planning, TMA personnel, US representatives from Cambodia, and CINC-
PAC representatives, The group had several meetings and recommended the SSG be the mech-
anism used to manage the MAP., When CINCPAC asked COMUSMACY for recommendations on
how the program should be managed, a reply was sent recommending the mechanism just describ-
ed. HQ MACV had the resources and direct contact with the Vietnamese who had the capability,
When the resources, contact, and capability were measurcd against those of other organizations,
it came down to the fact of MACV's superior ability,

(S) The President made the determination to give assistance to Cambodia on 22 April. It
was impossible to put theaid underthe Military Assistance Service Funding (MASF) within the
time frame, MAP was selected because the President already had approval for MAP 1970 and
1971, The ceiling was set at $7.9 million; the Determination was signed on 22 May, 30 days
after the start of assistance. On that day, MACV was directed by SecDef to establish the pro-
gram as provided by the Military Assistance Manual and pertinent public laws and within the
ceiling, A certain percentage was taken for crating, handling, transportation, defense level
overhead. In actuality, the $7.9 million became $7. 4 million in hard-buy and $500, 000 in
charges., An itemization of every unit to be supported was needed along with element descrip-
tions; location; equipage; mission; amount and type of support; and the dollar value. The SSG
was directed, with guidance, to set up the MAP based on a ceiling of 65, 000 men to be supported,
There would be no heavy equipment, the units would be kept to light infantry, and an attempt
would be made to support Cambodian US type weapons.

(S) Cambodian MAP 70 was prepared in about 3 days. It took a great deal of formating, a
definitive ritual of putting everything in place on data processing cards, and adherence to the
law, Officers from Cambodia met with the SSG and described what equipment they had, There
were 120,000 personnel with weapons and a motley assortment of types, About 118,000 person-
nel were not armed, The US provided Cambodia MAP assistance prior to 1964, and a good
amount was left in surprisingly serviceable condition. As an example, there were twenty-four
105 howitzers spread out in various military regions and districts, In essence, the US could
support the 24 tubes without introducing new tubes or replacements, Other items already com-
mitted, such as tho Khmer Strike Force introduced in early May, needed continuing support,
Costs were subtracted from the $7.4, The majority of the initial program went to ammunition
because of US type weapons in the country, A light truck company of 40 trucks, 10 trailers,
repair parts and spares were given to FANK and a second Khmaer Strike Force was introduced
during the latter part of June. Support was given to a T-28 squadron with 14 planes of which
only five could fly; the rest had been parked at Phnom Penh for five years with no maintenance
whatsoever. That created a problem in funding the necessary IRAN and finding where it could

N be accomplished immediately. Included in the MAP were funds for five of the unserviceable
T-288 to be taken to Thailand for complete modernization and funds for maintenance and air
munitions, The Cambodian Navy virtually roceived no support, It consisted of a few river
patrol eraft and although more craft wero needed, it was considered a long«range problem and
could not be afforded at that timeae, There was a nead to equip and train 80 Territorial Force

- Companies, The method used was MAP purchased equipment and Cambodian porsonnel were

. shippod to Vietnam (or training by the ARVN who alse provided certain equipment. The entire
approach of MAP was directed toward company sized units rather than battalions and repiments,
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(S} When completed, the proposed program was sent to Washington via CINCPAC, A matter
of 13 days passed from the time the order was ygiven to prepare the program to approval from the
Secretary of Defense, No major changes were made to the original program. Immediately, or-
ders were received to prepare MAP 71 which was completed in approximately 6 days, The pro=
gram was larger and no guidance was received initially; it was developed without consideration
for funds. The first item included was support of the elements within the 1970 program. Follow-
on support for the aircraft was considered. More T-28s underwent IRAN and more personnel
were trained. A big consideration was ammunition requirements for a year. The tactical sup-
ply rates for the Free World Forces in SEA were applied to Cambodian forces. A total of $25
million was initially approved with $3 million subtracted for charges. The program required
$21 million for ammunition alone. The rate of fire per weapon could not be accurately forecast;
the effectiveness of the Cambodian fire and amount expended was not known. An assumption of
high density was made, requiring $21 million. The remaining $1 million was spent for communi-
cation equipment for the Cambodian Navy, some arms and spare parts for veiricles, There was
actually over $80 million identified as known requirements,( 40 )

(S} Fortunately, more aid could be given from the 70 MAP when the President authorized an
add-on of $1 million.{ 41 ) (See Chapter IX for Cambodian MAP-70).

Logistical Support

(C) During the operations, 23 ARVN airfields and one Cambodian field (O Rang) sexved as
principal airlift support bases for personnel, ammunition, and supplies destined for support
operations in Cambodia, Airlift into those airfields during the period consisted of the following:

Sorties Cargo Tons Passengers Total Tons
May 6,492 29,278 43,472 34, 495
June 5, 482 22,819 55,725 29,504

Included in the figures was the emergency air evacuation of 3,100 refugees from Ba Kev in
northeastern Cambodia to Pleiku, RVN, and also aerial delivery of ammunition and radio equip-
ment to Cambodian and US forces conducting operations near Kompong Thom, { 42 )

(C) The demand for fixed-wing Air Force aircraft (C-7, C-123, C-130) far exceeded that
required for normal day-to-day resupply and movemeyt of troops, According to the CG, II
FFORCEYV, in his evaluation of Cambodian Operations, that, coupled with the fact the 834th Air
Div was not provided sufficient notice of the operational planning, initially created a demand ex-
ceeding capability. It was overcome by rescheduling efforts, additional aircraft, and improved
management of resources by the requesting units, An additional problem encountered was the
condition of airfields at Katum, Thien Ngon, Loc Ninh, Bu Dop, and Bu Gia Map, It took con-
carted engineor effort to upgrade the fields and maintain a level capable of supporting airlift
requirements. Proper management of ground operations increased efficiency in loading, un-
loading, and movement of cargo from the airfields.

{U) It was apparent during initial planning the supply system required a reorientation to
meet the demands of an offensive operation, The requirements {or extensive moves by both
road and air and more demanding rate of resupply and retrograde required rapid readjustment
in procedures and movement of cargo, Problems involved were overcome, adjustments made
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and, according to the CG, Il FFORCEV, no serious deficiencies existed in supply or services
operations.

(C) Shortages of supplies, equipment, and repair parts were identified, requested, and
issued, either apainst valid requisitions or on temporary loans to units. The immexiate re-
quirements were for cargo nets and slings, communications and associated electronic equip-
ment, fire support base kits, and combat support vehicles, particularly recovery and bridging
equipment.

{C) A special effort was made to augment maintenance personnel and repair parts in tactical
units to prepare for overland moves to Cambodian locations. Special contact teams with equip-
ment and repair parts were made available by the 29th General Support Gp and mcved by road
and helicopter to the locations. The response of the Group was rapid and in a minimum of 12
hours after notification, all teams were deployed. Resupply was accomplished by the Saigon
Support Command through two Main Support Bases at Quang Loi and Tay Ninh with through-put
or transfer of selected classes of supply to Forward Support Bases at Thien Ngon, Katum, Bu
Dop, Tonle Cham, and Loc Ninh. In the opinion of th- GG, 1I FFORCEV, the resupply oper-
ations were conducted in an outstanding manner by judicious scheduling, constant planning, and
supervision, ‘

{C) Initially, reporting and retrograde of captured enemy materiel (CEM) was unsatisfactory.
Reports were inaccurate; CEM was not retrograded at a rate required to keep ahead of continuing
finds, HQ USARYV developed a report format to avoid confusion, identify required items, and
avoid duplicating items. A daily reporting system was establiched for every 24-hour period. The
retrograde was accomplished by using all available means of ground transportation and helicopters
from the cache sites to collecting points established at forward support bagses, From those bases
CEM was airlifted by fixed-wing aircraft and ground transportation to Tay Ninh, Quang Loi, and
other designated collection points as established by HQ USARV, Airlift evacuation was accomplish-
ed by special mission airlift requests, opportune flights, and by units through use of their dedi-
caled C7A airlift capabilities and helicopters.

(C) Support to ARVN during the 60-day operation was minimal, It consisted primarily of
maintenance assistance, Initially, a three-manUS maintenance contact team was {formed, con-
sisting of one officer, one EM, and one civilian iech Rep, The team conducted 2 survey in three
armored cavalry regiments and determined the parts and level of mechanic assistance required,
The primary effort went to replacement of M-41 engines, M113Al transmissions, and fuel and
electrical system repairs. Post D-day maintenance in ARVNunits created no serious problems
invovling US support and the ARVN repair parts system was responsive to requirements. Sup-
ply to ARVN cansisted only of cargo nets, slings, and 500, 000 rounds of 50 caliber ammunition.

Communicatlions Support

{C) Signal communication support was directed toward a rapid expansion and extension of the
telephone., communication center, and FM radio network among all major headquarters and for-
ward command posts or task force headquarters. Initial support prior to oxecution of TOAN
THANG 42 congisted of providing ARVN III Corps Headquarters and their US advisors with eight
AN/PRC-74 AM manpack radios. The radios were used to improve communication capability
over extensive distances. The radio teams were highly effective, using the AM capability with
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its greater range and fewer interference problems than with FM radios, Expansion of com-
munication support of III Corps operations consisted of establishing a III Corps Forward Command
Post Signal Center. Direct telephone, teletype, and F'M radio links were provided by the 53d

Sig Bn between II FFORCEV TOC and the III Corps Forward TOC. The Signal Center, established
initially at Go Dau Ha and then at Tay Ninh East, provided the Deputy Senior Advisor, IIl Corps, S
with multiple telephone and teletype links to III Corps Headquarters as well as links to the II

FFORCEV Headquarters. Additionally, AM RATT and FM radio relays provided communications
betwecn the III Corps Forward CP and ARVN task forces in Cambodia,

(C) Communication support of US ground forces consisted of an additional multi-channel *
VHY systemn provided TF Shoemaker and two multi-channel VHF systems to directly support
the 25th Inf Div forward elements. The system provided the TF Shoemaker was between Quang
1.ai base camp, Phuoc Vinh, and II FFORCEV HQS, In addition, the 53d Sig Bn established a
signal center at Quan Loi in support of the II FFORCEV LNQ, To insure reliable secure FM
communications between II FFORCEV HQs and TF Shoemaker, an FM retransmission station was
established on Nui Ba Ra Mountain utilizing the HYL-3 automatic secure retrans device. A total
of 17 HYL-3s were issued to II FFORCEV OPCON units to provide the required extensions of their
FM secure radio nets. The two multi-channel VHF systems in direct support of 25th Inf Div for-
ward elements were established between Katum, Dau Tieng,and Tay Ninh., By augmenting organic
signal units with assets from 53d Sig Bn, US combat units were assured of sufficient personnel
and equipment to extend their communications support forward into Cambodia as required. To
support the withdrawal, key communications systems and FM relays were established to provide
for continuous, reliable communications.( 43)

(C) Notwithstanding the above, however, communications proved to be a major constraint
in the initial weeks of the operation because of extensive distances involved, relocation of vari-
ous headquarters, and the extremely short time frame betw