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SUBJECT: Chaplain's Duties to Prisoners of War

1. PROBLEM. To determine the need for a manual describing the
Chaplain's duties as a retainee in a prisoner of war situation.
2, ASSUMPTICN. Upon capture by the enemy, Chaplains will be
considered retained rersons according to the provisions of the
Geneva Convention.

3. FACTS BEARING ON THE PROBL=ZM.

a. No information is available to the Chaplain concerning
his religzious and ministerial duties as a retainee to prisoners
of war. (Annex B).

b, Charlains feel that there is a definite need for a manual
containing the Chaplain's role in a priscner of war camp. (Annex
C)e

2o The Geneva Conventions (a) Eelative to the Treatment of
P04 and (b) For the Amelicration of the Condition of the Jounded
and Sick in the Armed Forces in the Field werc ratified by the
United States on 14 July 1955 and became legally binding on
2 February 1956.

d. Chaplains are not considered prisoners of war but are

treated as retained persons undsr the provisions rf the Jeneva
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Convention, thereby extending them the rigit to perform religiocus
duties on behalf of prisoners of war, _(Geneva Conventicn Lelative
to the Treatment of PO, art 33).

e, The Chaplain's primary mission is to promote religion and
morality and to provide for the religious and moral needs of mili=-
tary personnel, (AR 165~20, para Li).

L, DISCUSSION.

a. Advantages for producing a manual describing the Cuaplain's
duties to prisoners of war. (Annex D, para la).

(1) The manual would define the Chaplain's duties as a
retainee to prisoners of war.,

(2) The manual would assist the Chaplain anticipate the
conditions under which he would be expected to function by fa=-
miliarizing him with the provisions of the Geneva Convention.

(3) The manual would serve as a vaiuable tool for the
Chaplain in providing him another means for extending his ministry.

(4) The manual would ultimately tenefit the Army as it
could remove uncertainties and resolve difficulties that would
confront the Chaplain in a prisoner of war camp, thus cermitting
him to function more effectively.

be Disadvantages for producing a manual describing the

Chaplain's relizious duties to prisoners of war. (Annex D, para




Research, preparation and publication of the manual could
prove costly,

c. Comparison of Advantages and Disadvantages. (annex D,
para 2).

Even though production of the manual ¢could prove tc be
costly, the preparation, guidance and assistance offered the
Chaplain thrcugh such a vital publication would well be worth
the expenditure. Through the use of tne manual, the Chaplain
would be adequately prepared and trained to effactively serve
the soldier in a priso. ar of war camps become familiar with his
rights vnder the provisions of “he Geneva Convention; and ulti-
mately benefit the Army by functioning more effectively in ace
complishing his missicn,

5. CONCLUSICH,

That the Army pr>duce a manual describing the Chaplain's
drties as a retainee in a prisoner of war situation.
6. ACTION FECQH/ENDED.

a. That the conclusion in gparagraph 5 be approved.

b, That the UsS¢ Army Chaplain Board be given the autnority,
resnonsibilit; and necessary resources to prcduce a manual de=-
scribing the mission, duties, functions and pertinent information

related to the Chaplain's minjetry in a prisoner of war situation.
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FEADQUARTERS
UsSe Army Command % General Staff College
Fort lsavenworth, Kansas 66027

CGS 14 April 1969

SUBJECT¢ Chaplain's Duties to Prisoners of War

THRU: Jommanding General, CONARC

TO: Department of the Army
ATTN: Chief of Charlains
Washington, D.Ce 20315

1., Presently, there are no studies or inforzation available to
the Charlain conceraing his religious and ministerial duties as
a retainee in a prisoner of war situation,
2. Producing such a manual will achieve the following advantages:
a. Define the Chaplain's duties as a reiainee to prisoners
of war,
b, Assist the Chaplain anticipato the conditions under which
he would be expected tc function,
¢. Ser 2 as a tool for the Chaplain in gr-viding him another
means for extending his ministry, that would confrort the Chaplai..

in a prisoner of war camp, thus permitting him to function more

effectively,
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CGS 14 April 1969
SUBJECT: Chaplain's Duties to Priscners of “ar

3. A minor disadvantage could be the ccst of researching, prepar-
ing and publishing the manual, I believe, nowever, the advantages
far outweigh the cost consideration that such a manual would en-
tail,

L, I rscommend the implementation of a manual describing the
Chaplain's religious and pastoral dsties as a retainee in a

rrisoner of war camp.

JOHN H. HAY, JRe.
Major General, USA
Commanding




ANNEX B

1. Ietters were sent to the U.,S. Army Chief of Chaplains, U.S.
Army Chavlain Board, and the U.S. Army Charizin School reqguesting
source material concerning tne Chaplain's duties as retainee in
a prisoner of war situation.

2. The following results of these inquiries ars iisted below:

a. From the Chief of Chaplains Office it was suggested that
Chaplain (Majer General) Francis L. Sampson's book, '"Look Out
Below", which descrivbes his personal experience as a prisoner of
war during World ‘Jar II, might ched scme light on the subject.

b. The U.Se Army Chaplain Board stated that they 'have no
studies or backzround material' available cn this particular suc-
jects (Letter encloszd).

ce The U.S« Army Chaplain Schocl indicated that it too had
no sources available.

3. This is ample proof that no information is available describ-

ing the Chaplain's role as 2 retainee in a srisoner of war camp.




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMWY

U. 8. ARMY CHAPLAIN BOARD
FORT GEORGE G. MEADE. MARYLAND 20788

15 November 15968

Chaplain (MAJ) Ernest D. Lapp
17 Heinzelman Court
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas 66027

Dear Chaplain Lapp:

In response to your request for material for your paper on '"The
Chaplain's Duties While a Prsoner-of-War, ' we have no studies
or background material here at the Board. We can offer you no
other suggestions than to write to Chaplain Sampson. Chief of
Chaplains, Department of the Army, who served the troops as a
prisoner-of-war during World War II, and to avail yourself of
pertinent information in the Geneva Convention which I am sure
is available to you at Fort Leavenworth.

‘ Sincerely,

Nt

I \L},m 1%\1
9 TN 2 ’H_m =
WILLIAM F. PITMAN

Chaplain (COL), USA

President
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ANNEX C

1. Five questions were administered to the student - Chaplains
attending the Career Course 68-69 at the U.S. Army Chaplain
School, This zroup comprised of eighty-six Chaplains with an
average active duty experisnce of nine years.

2. The following gquestions were submitted:

a, If you were to need reference material on the subject of
Chaplains in a prisoner of war situation, would you know where
to look?

be Are you familiar with the Geneva Convention Articles pere
taining to Chaplains?

c. Do you feel a need exists for infermation concerning the
Chaplain's religious duties as a retainee in a prisoner of war
camp?

d., Would a manual in this field be helpful in furthering
your ministry as an Army Chaplain?

e. Could a Chaplain be effective in accomplishing his mission
in a prisoner of war camp being unfamiliar wvith the duties of a
Chaplain « retainee?
3+ The results of the survey are listed below:

3. None of the Charlains would know where to find source

material on the subject,
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b The majority Chaplains were unfamiliar with the Geneva
Convention Articles pertaining to Chaplain - retainess in a
prisoner of war situation. (19-67j.

ce A} of the Chaplains were of the cpinion that information
in this field would be most helpful in furthering their ministry.

d. VMost Chaplains expressed a need for a manual that would
prepare the Chaplain for his duties in a prisoner cf war situation.
(12-74).

e, Forty-seven Chaplains felt that a Chaplain would not be
effective in a prisoner of war camp if he was unprevared for the

situation, eighteen were of the opinion that a Chaplain could be

effective in spite of his unfamiliarity of his duties as a Chaplain -

retainee; the remainder were undecided,
L., The above responses indicate that a manual would be beneficial

to the Chaplain'’s religious ministry in a retained status.
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ANNEX D

1, Advantages and disadvantages for producing a manual describe
ing the Chaplain's religious duties as a retainee in a prisoner
of war situaticn.

a. Advantages for producing a manual are:

(1) Cescribing the Chaplain's duties, A manual describe
ing the Chaplain's mission, religious functions and rastoral mini-
strations to prisoners of war would assist him in the performance
of his overall relizious duties. It would adeguately prepare and
guide him in fulfilling his duties to intermees and direct him in
effectively accomplishing his primary mission -~ '"To bring %od to
man and man to God,"

(2) Familiarization and emphasis in the following para=-
phrased provisions of the Geneva Convention pertinent to the
Chaplainf®s duties:

(a) Chaplains captured by the enemy are not con-
sidered prisoners of war, but instead are accorded the special
status of retained perscns. (GPJ, art 33).

(b) Chaplains may be retained by the Letaining
Power in order to assist and minister to prisoners of war.

(GP4, art 33).
{c) Chaplaine shall be granted thege facilities

necessary to perform their religious functions. (GF/, art 33).




(d) Chaplains shall be permitted to visit period-
ically prisoners of war confined to hospitals outside prisoner
of war camp, (GP4, art 33).

(e) Chaplains cannot be cempelied to perform any
other duties except those related to their religious functions.
(GPW, art 33).

(f) Chaplains are subject to the internal disci-
pline of the prisoner of war camp. (GP4, art 39).

(z) Chaplains shall be allocated to rrisoners of
war or. the basis of belonging to the same forces, speaking the
same language or practicing the same religion. (%P7, art 35).

(n) Chaplains shall be free to correspornd with
international religious organizations and with religious organi-
zations orerating within the territory of the letaining Power,
(GPA, art 35).

() Prisonars of war who are recognized ministers,
even though they did not officiate as Cnaplains prior tc their
caprtivity, shall be free to serve memters of their faith and be
considered retained persons, (GP4, art 36;.

(j) <Charlains shall wear distinctive badges upon
their left arm designating them as retainees., Also, they shall
carry the special I,D. card marked with the Zed Cross emblem and

title "Chaplain". (GPY, art 16).




(k) Chaplains who are not required to minister in
their professional capacity shall be returned to friendly forces
as soon as military recuiremerts permit. (34S, art 30).

(1) Prisoners of war shall enjoy religious freedom
through Yhe rights of their religious preferences, including at-
tendance at the service of their faith. (GP4, art 34).

(3) EZxtending the Chaplain's Ministry. The Chaplain has
a leading role in the "dsliberate and systematic cultivation of
moral and spiritual forces in the Army." (F% 16=5, para 1-3).
de is therefore expected to provide for the religicus and moral
needs of the scldier under every conceivable situation, including
his internment in the oriscner of war camp, A manual would thnere-
fore serve the Charlain as a tool in extending his ministry in a
prisoner of war situation by providing him with the necessary
means needed for guiding internees in remaining steadfast in their
faith to Zod and their fellew prisoners,

(4) ©Senefit the Army. The Chaplain is an advisor and con-
sultant "in 2ll matters related to religion, morals and xmcrale"
as affected by relizion in the army. (F¥ 16~5, prara 5). The mis-
sion of the Chaplain is to provide for the religious and moral
needs of the soldier. (AR 165«20). A manual describing the
duties and ocligations of a Chaplain in a priscner of war camp

would assist hin in accomplishing his mission and ultimately




benefit the Army by removing uncertainties, resolving difficulties
and eliminating fears that can prevent him from erforming his
duties.

b. Disadvantage for producing a manual is that it could rrove
to be time-~consuming and costly. The U.S. Army Chaplain Board
would probably be assigned the burden of researching, preparing
and producing the manual. They would be recuired to coordinate
with Chaplains and psychiatrists exrerienced in this particular
field; they would be compelled to analyze and investigate prisoner
of war records, documents and files; they would need to ccnsult
with the Judge Advocate General on the interpretation and aprlica-
bility of the Geneva Convention Articles certinent to Charlainsg
and finally, the publication could recuire vast funds,

2. Comparison of Advantages and Disadvantages.

a. Advantages. A manual defining the Chaplaint's duties as a
retained perscn in a prisoner of war camp would assist him in ful-
filling his religious ministraticns familiarize him with thcse
crovisions of the Geneva Convention pertinent to acccmplishing nis
tasic functions; extend his ministry to internees in need of his
guidance; and ultimately, benefit the Army by producing a mc.e
effective Chaplain,

b, [Cisadvantage. Eeseafch, rreraration and crocuccion of the

manual could prove to te costly,




cs The usefulness of the manual to provide guidance and
information to Chaplains in a retained status ministering to
prisoners of war, far outweigh the cost consideration that such

a manual could entail,




ANNEX E
Chaplain Sampson's Zxperience in a “Jorld ‘lar II
Prisoner of War Camp

Perhaps the most significant account of a Chaplain-retainee
in a prisoner of war camp during World War II is one written by
Chaplain Francis L. Sampson in his book "Lock Out Below!, This
book cortains the gripping narrative of a foman Catholic Chaplain,
whose sole mission in life is serving God and instilling faith in
men wearing the Army uniform, A sectiocn of this bock, is devoted
to describing the hardships that he and other GI's endured, as
they were driven through the streets of Nazi Zermany during
December 194L; the sufferings and misery they experienced zt
their final destination: Stalag II-A (P.0O... Camp), ecklenburg,
Germany.

Charlain Sampson, in his book, stresses the criscner's need
for prayer and faith in God even when he thcught he *as atandcned
and alone in his miserable situation. He describes man's con-
stant affirmation in religion as a way of life in order to rein-
force his hopes for a better tovorrow for all of Tod's children.

Especially inspiring was the Christmas service Chaplain Sampson
conducted for eight hundred tired, hungr; and desolate prisoners
of war, huddled together in the darkness of that solemn night sing-

ing "Silent Night, Holy Night"™; listening to the voice n{ 2 fellow




prisoner reading the Scriptures; and hearing their Chaplain's
message give meaning to their sufferings under those depressing
and intolerable conditions.

Religious services; as well as sirple prayer sessions, became
deeply impressed upon the minds and hearts of these men, for it
continued to give them purpose in life and evoked courage, hope
and strength in Jod, in spite of their daily hardships. This
was especially evident during a twenty-fiur hour agonizing march
that the prisoners were exprosed to on a starvation diet, where
every additional step was sheer torture; yet, the men did not
request focd nor respite f{rcm their miseries, but rather, de-
sired to reaffirm their faith in God through prayer. 'Cne of the
men called for a prayer. 3ivery man bcwed his head as I led the
prayer for strength and courage for all of us, and we finished
with the Cur Father.™

There were nman; more such critical mcments for the prisoners
when, without their Chaplain's spiritual and zoral support, they
would surel; have suffered from psychelogical stresses and ile-
pressions, Instead, he guided and sustained them in their spiri-
tual and moral nceds under every conceivable situation., I wish
to emphasize at this time, that Chaplain Samgyson's relizious minis-

try was not solel; for prisoners of one particular denominations

ook Cut Zslcw, Chaplain (LIC) Francis L. Sampson, rage 121.
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rather, his services and duties included ministering tc all zmen,
regardless of faith, race or particular distinccion.

At the prisoner of war camp, Chanlain Sampson's religious
ministrations included teaching men who scught communion with
God. '"Religion was a constant sublect of conversation, and many
men with little or no religious tackground scught relizious iae
structions."2 It is interesting tc ncte, that even under the zost
desperate and prinmitive conditions conceivable, ths rrisoners
demonstrated the necessary willpower in breaking their shackles cf
psychological sufferings throuzh insulating themselves with mean~
ingful spiritual values that gave them confidence, hore and
courage in facing an unknown tomorrow, '

On April 1945, Chaplain Sampscn and fcur other Chaplain -
retainees, conducted an Zaster Sunday service for thousands cof
rrisoners cf war. American, fussian, Znglish, French, as well
as prisoners from other natirnalities, prayed with cne wveice lcr
t.rue orotherhood and deliverance fromz their harsh tasknasters.
That jarticular Zaster service was mcst significant, for it
served as an insriration to the men for acts of human kindness
ard righteousness for jyears to come,

The religious services conducted by Chaplain Sampscn for tne
srisoners of war was of vital importance tc them, for they xnew

thal their sntire existance hinged on faith in Jod, “ho wculd

2:bid, cage 134,




sustain them in their hour of darkness and uncertainty, and wlti-
mately, return them to their loved ones, During religious services,
the Chaplain's sermons did not only stress the prisoners! relation-
ship to Zod through wersh ipping Him with their whole heart and
soul, but also instructed them in the spiritual values of man
through acts of brotherhcod and love, theret; reinforcing the
positive commandment, '"Love thy neizhbor as thyself".3 Leviticus
19:18.

Chaplain Sawmrson?'s duties in the prisoner of war camp were
not confined to conducting relizious services, but included a
broaud srectrum of sriritual, moral and pastoral ministrations
cermitted under the TZeneva Convention Articles., FEe counselled
the perplexed and gave them guidance and advice; visited and
cared for the ill and the helpless confined to the prison hos-
pital: conforted the lonely and suffering in their mcments of de-
oression; instilled self-control and mcral diseipline in rrisoners
in spite of their intolerable conditions; and rerformed last rites
for those who passed on tc their eternal rest. above all, Charlain
Sampson taught the true meaning of iife to nis men, for it ef=-
fected them internally as well as axternally, and caused them to
act, however dark the situation, as ethical, fearless and faithe

ful human bei~zs,




In concluding the account of Chaplain Sampson's duties to
prisoners of war, I wish to quote Generai James D, Algzer, As-
sistant Commander, 3rd Armored Division, who ton was a prisoner
in Nazi Cermary and had this to say concerning religion:

"Suffering of the spirit is always more difficult to bear
than that of the body. The intense loneliness and home sickness
of the Kriegsgefangener (prisoner of war), the doubts and per=-
plexities imposed upon his young mind by the insanity cf war,
his desolation of spirit brought on by war's travesity against
his accepted and cherished principles, all these things put his
religion and his faith to the test. In most instances the
crisoner's faith in God emerged stronger than ever, and his ree-
ligion more elemental, but more mature, Ee had in the words of
Paul, become ?a man aaving put away the things of a child'.

"Father Sampson's misfortune in being captured turned out
to be a blessing for the men he served in Stalag Il-a and per-
baps for himself as well, for a Priest's greatest jo; should be
to serve where he is most needed, and surely Sod inew he was
sorely needed there, It was my pleasure to imow this young air-
borne Chaplain in grison camp and to profit by his spiritual

ministry."h

LLgog Qut_Below, nage 224,




ANNEX F
The (rdeal of Chaplair Kapaun in a Communist
Prisoner of “lar Camp
Never before has any previous conflict in America's history

caused so much embarrassment, humiliation and perplexit; to our
nation as the emerginz rerorts concerning the conduct of the

UsSe prisoners of war in North Kores. During April 1953, Ceneral
Yark Clark, Commander-:r-Chief, U.Me Command, was charzed with
the strenuous task of seeking a prisoner exchange of sick and
wounded Americans in Ccermunist prisoner of war camps. 'There
was no prececent oy which we could be guided in the handling of

ar peovle returning from Fed crison camps. lever defore had
our men been subjected to the indoctrination and brainwashing
tactics of the Cormunist jailors. ‘ie had no way of knowing fer
certain just what would be in the minds of the men the Commun.sts
turned back to us, althcugh we had avery confidence that once
they were back, adjustament would be rapid."l

During August aad September 1953, while '"Cperation ziz dwitch!

was in grogress, approximately four thousand 3I's were liberated
after years of Cormunist imprisonment. However, there ‘as an
ominous suspicion on the part of cur nation's leaders that all

was not well ccrcerning the viewpoints and rolitical chilosophies

lﬁgom the Danube to the Yaliu, lark W, Clark, page 248-9,
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these former prisoners harbored. Zven more ;erplexing were the
detailed reports concerning the lack of diseipline among the
prisoners; accusations of collaborating with the enery; inform-
ing on fellow prisoners; and the high deatherate percentage at-
tributed to "give-up~itis",

However, just as there were accounts ccncerning the irre~
spoasible behavior of prisoners of war, so tco, were numerous
heroic and valorous deeds perfcrmed by individuals in the Come
munist prison camps, that were related to Ar—y authorities by
liberated priscriers because of the deep and lastinz impression
these acts mare upon thems One such individual was Chaplain
(Captain) Zmil Joserh Xapaun, Scman Catholic, who was captured
at Unson on 2 November 1950 due to his choosing to remain tehind
with the sick and wounded,

Chaplain Kapaun was considered a "Saint" in the eyes of his

fellow prisoners tecause of his altruistic, selfless and inspiring

rersonality. e was a shepherd to all men, Protestant, Catholic
and Jew, To the lonely and derressed prisoners, he was the sunm
total of goodness and Codliness. 'Father Kapaun", as he was ad-
dressed Yy all, encouraged prisoners of war o live a zeaningful
life, not to despair, and above all, to «eer faith in Cod,
Chaplain Kapaun desrived himself <f lifet's necessities in

order to rrovide starving fellow nrisoners of war with a morsel




of bread. He washed the putrid bandages of the sick and wounded,
and "picked the lice from their bodies, But the main thing he
did(forthem was to put in their hearts the will to live, For
when you are wounded and sick and starving, it is easy to give
up and quietly die."2

It is important to note that even thouzn Chaplain Kapaun was
not accorded those privileges guaranteed by the Geneva Clonvention
Articles, he nevertheless defied his Communist captors and con-
ducted religious services for the priscners, ziving "a short and
simple sermon, urging them to hold cui and not lose hope in free=-
dom,>

Easter Sunday 1951, Chaplain Kapaun orenly challensed the

Communist prison authorities rule azainst conducting religious
services, and in spite of endangering his life, held a service
for the nriscners, instilling them with courage and endurance

against their atheistic enerxr, lloreover, he refused to partici-

pate or even sii silently during Cormunist indoctrination lectures.

Instead, he showed contempt for their false rhilosorhies and
threatened their brainwashins programs. 'They were afraid of him,
for they recognized in him a strength they could not brear, a
sririt they could not quell", a divine spirit imbued with eternal

truths thes could not ccnquer.h

20rdeal of Cha-lain Karaun, rage ¢0.

3ibid, -aze 40,
Livid, rage 60.
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Turing May 1951, Father Kapaun succumbed to pnemonia and died
in the - ms of the prisoners he refused Lo abandon, but instead,

instilied with hope and faith for the day of their liberation.




ANNEX G
Viktor Frankl's Account of Man's 2ehavior
in a Concentration Camp

"™ant's Searcn for Meaning! by Viktor Frankl, will endure as
a monument to millions of innocent prisoners who lived, suffered
and perished in iazi Concentration Camps throughout Zurope. Dr.
Frankl, who is the founder of the Third Viennese School of Psycho-
therapy, was imprisoned for four years in Auschwitz and returned
from a living=-death to expound his theory concerning logotheragpy.

The mental and chysical cruelties that were ccormitted in tre
Auschwitz Concentration Camp ii_beyond human understanding. One
can merely use his imagination and even then he would rrobably
just touch uron the daily atrocities perpetrated t;- the llazis to
reduce man to the level of the beast. A starvation diet was the
rule of the day and even then, one was never certair if he would
return in tizme from his fatigue Jd2tail to receive a cup cf vatery
soup and slice of hard bread, B2ut even in Auschwilz some liznts
shone in the darimessy for a spirit of consolation, encouragement
and helpfulness -/as awakened: and true and lasting {riendships
were formed among the prisoners,

"Man's Search for !eaning" describes the psychological world
of prisoners whc found, even in the Auschwitz death canp, ‘here
the last shred c¢f human dignit;” had been wrenched awa;, orpore

tunities of attaching 'ceaning'! in their sacrifice. ZFrankl tells
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of the scores of prisoners who, having survived the initial stages
of massive shock which gripped all incoming camp inmates, demone
strated a heroic response to their fate, Their reality of the
Auschwitz death camp called forth a unique form of ennoblement,
a transfiguration in suffering and in death. ‘en who had veen
forced to strike out their former lives, who had been stripped
of every remaining vestige of personality, whcse illusions had
teen destroyed, and whose personal identitizs had been replaced
by numbers, came to know that they had "nothing to lose except
their ridiculous naked lives",t

These were rriscners for whom every normal and accustomed
manifestation had suddenly been removed, who ‘vere susrended in
an atyss in which there is neither rast or f{future. levertheless,
the prisoners shared the belief that 'human life, under any cir-
cumstances, never ceases to have meaning, and that this infinite
neaning of 1life includes suffering and dying, privation and
death., ™

Frankl states that every prisoner knew that death was his
likel; fate and that survival would come only in the forn of a
{reakish, vnacccuntable or 'miraculous! occurrence. In spite
of this, it was not death that was feared, rather, what mattered
was that the sacrifice stould not arpear meaningless, ''le had to

learn ourselves, and furtiermore, we had to teach our desrairing

1r§n'; Search fer !l'eaning, Viktor Frankl, rage li.
2ibid, rage 3.
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men, that it did not really matter what we expected from life,
but rather what life expected from us. e needed to stop askinz
about life, and instead to think of curselves as those who were
being questioned by life == daily and hourly,'™® ©Dr. Frankl ir-
dicates that this psychological transformation did take place in
the hearts and minds of :risorers, and moreover, it changed the
character of their sacrifice from nothing to cne of deep meaning
fullness,

According to the author, Auschwitz ccnstituted an environ-
ment in which abstract gcals were of no imgpertance. 'leaning'
was found "ot in talk and meditation but in right action and in
right conduct."™ Thus it was for zany that suifering acgouired
meaning and 'right conduct'! tecame a way of life in the camg.
Frankl describes 'suffering® as a part of 1life, as a self-
transcending phenomencn capable of imparting to 1life a spiritual
character and destiny, '“hen a man finds It in his destin; to
suffer, he will have tc accept suffering as 2is tasx; his single
and unique task, He will have t{c¢ acknowledze that fast that in
his suffering he is unique and alcne in the universe." Further-
Tzore, 'Cnee the meaning of sufferinz has been revealed tc us, e
refused to minimize or alleviate the camp's tortwres by iznoring

them or harborinz false illusions and entertaininz artificial

... ~
/lbld, ;age 740

itic, race 77,
itid, rage 7<.




optimism. Suffering had become a task on which we did not want to
turn our backs. ®

Dr, Frankl points out that spiritual freedom and religious in=-
terssts within the confines of Auschwitz was in existance, Pris-
oners who professed sincere religious beliefs were able to with-
stand daily tortures and suffering much better than those without
faith, for it gt se them extra strength and hope in a future goal
to which the;" could look forward.

Most impressive in this connecticn were improvised prayers or
services in the corner of a hut, or in the darkness of the locked
cattle truck in which we were brought tack from a distant work
site, tired, hunzry and frozen in our ragged clo'c.hing."7

Above all else, acts of love and kindness were dispiajed to
prove that in the final analysis, man does have freedom of choice.
Tn spite of the barbaric and primitive prisoner's living condi-
tions, there were orisoners whc shared their last piece of bread
with the hungit-, and displayed acts of charity and righteousness,
"They offer sufficient proof that everything can be taken away
from man but one thing: the last of human freedoms -« to choose
one's attitude in any given set of circumstances, to choose one's
way. And there were always choices to make, Zveryda;-, every hour,

offered the oproriunit; to make a decision which determined whether
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you would or would not submit to those powers which threatened
to rob you of rour very self, rour inner freedom, "

In concluding, I wish to emph size Dr, Frankl's most imgor-
tant contribution for the Chaplain = retainee in regards to his
mission to prisoners of war; that is to rossess the ability to
attach 'meaning' for life under an; circumstances through faith
in God for suffering men who are caught in tie web of nsychologi-
cal distress. For according to the author, ;risoners whose source
in life was faith in God, were able to continue from day to day,
whereas, those tha* desraired and lacked faith in their suffering
and sacrifice, were dead as soon as they rassed the portals of
the prison camp., 'lleaning' through faith was vital, because
those prisoners who once gave in mentally were nearly alwa;s

lost chysicallr.

€ibid, page 66.




ANNEX H

Geneva Convention Ariicles Pertaining to Chaplain - Retainees

l. Extracts of the Geneva Convention for the imelioration of the
Wounded and Sick in the Armed Forces in the Field
12 August 1949
Chapter IV Personnel
Ackicle 24

Vedical personnel exclusively engaged in the search for, or
the ccllection, transport or treatment of the wounded or sick, or
in the prevention of disease, staff{ exclusively engaged in the
administration of medical units and establishments, as well as
Charlains attached to the armed forces, shall be rescected and
rrotected in all circumstances.

Article 2¢

Personnel desiznated in Articles 24 and 26 who fall into the
hands of the adverse Party, shall be retained cnly in sc far as
the state of health, the spiritual needs and the number of zrison-
ers of war reguire,

Personnel thus retained shall not Le deemed prisoners cf war.
Nevertheless they shall at least benefit by all the crovisions of
the ZJeneva Convention relative tco the Treatment >f Prisoners of
“lar of August 12, 1949, 'iithin the framewcrk of the military laws

and regulations of the Cetaining Power, and under ‘he authority of
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its competent service, they shall continue to carry out, in ac-
cordance with their professional ethics, their medical and spiri=-
tual duties on behald of prisoners of war, preferably those of

the armed forces to which they themselves belong. They shall fur-
ther enjoy the following facilities for carrying cut their medi~
cal or spiritual duties:

a. They shall be authorizad to visit  riodically the
prisoners of war in labour units or hospitals outside the camp.,
The Detaining Power shall put at their disposal the means of
transport recuired,

b. 1In each camp the senior medical cfficer of the highest
rank shall be resronsible to the military authorities of the camp
for the professional activity of the retained medical rersonnel,
For this purpose, frocm the outbreak of hostilities, the Parties
to the conflict shall agree regarding the corresponding seniority
of the ranks of their medical rersonnel, including those of the
societies designatad in Article 26, In all questions arising out
of their duties, this medical officer, and the Charlains, shall
have direct access to the military and medical authorities of the
camp who shall grant.theﬁtthe facilities they may recuire for
correspondence relating to these cuestions.

¢. Although retained personrel in a camp shall te subject
to its internal discipline, they shall not, however, Le required

tc perform any work outside their medical or religious duties,
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During hostilities the Parties to the conflict shall make
arrangements for relieving where possible retained personnel, and
shall settle tha procedure of such relief,

Nene of the preceding provisions shall relieve the Detaining
Power of the obligations imposed upon it with regard to the
medical and spiritual welfare of the prisoners of war,

Article 30

Personnel whcse retention is not indispensable by virtue of
the provisions of .\rticle 28 shall be returned to the Party to
the conflict tc whom they belong, as soon as a road is open for
their return and military requirements permit,

Pending their return, they shall not be deemed prisoners of
war, Nevertheless they shall at least benefit by all the provie
sions of the Geneva Convention relative to the Treatment of
Frisoners of Var of August 12, 19L9. They shall continue to ful-
£il their duties under the orders of the adverse Party and shall
preferably be engaged in the care of the wounded and sick of the
Party to the cconfliet to which they themselves btelong.

Cn their departure, they shall take with them the effects,
rersonal belonginrgs, valuables and instruments belonging to them.

Article 31

The selection of rersonnel for return under Article 30 shail
be made irrescvective of any consideration of race, religion or
solitical opinion, tut preferably according to the chrenological

order of their cagture and their state of health.




As from the outbreak of hostilities, Parties to the conflict
may determine by 3special agreement the percentage of personnel
to be retained, in proportion to the number of prisoners and the
distribution of the said personnel in the camps.

2, Extracts of the Geneva Convention Relative to the Treatment
of Prisoners of Var
12 August 1949

Chapter IV Medical Personnel % Chaplains
Retained to Assist Prisoners of War

Article 33

Members cf the medical personnel aud Chaplains while retained
by the Detaining Power with a view to assisting prisoners cf war,
shall not be ccnsidered as rriscrers of war, They shall, hovever,
receive a3 a minimum the benefits and prctection of the present
Convention, and shall also be granted all facilities necessary to
provide for the medical care of, and religious ministration to
prisoners of war,

They shall continue to exercise their medical and spiritual
functions for the benefit of rrisoners of war, creferably these
belonging to the armed forces upcn which tney depend, within the
scope of the military laws and regulations of the Detaining Power
and under the control of its competent service, in accordance
with their professional etiquette. They shall alsc benefit by
the following facilities in the exercise of their medical or

spiritual functions:
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a. They shail be authorized to visit periodicaily prison-
ers of war situated in working detachments or in hospitals outside
the camp, For this purpose, the Detaining Power shall place at
their disposal thenecess;ry means of transport.

b. The senior meaical officer in each camp shall be re-
sponsible to the camp military authorities for everything connected
with the activities of retained medical personnel., For this pur-
pose, Parties to the conflict shall agree at the outbreak of hos-
tilities on the sutject of the corresponding ranks of the medical
versonnel, including that of societies mentioned in Article 26 of
the Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the
wounded and 3ick in Armed Forces in the rield of august 12, 1949,
This senior medical officer, as well as Chaplains, shall have the
right to deal with the competent authorities of the camp on all
guestions relating to their duties. Such authorities shall afford
them all necessar;” facilities for correspondence relating to these
questions.

c. Although ther shall be subject to the internal disci=-
pline of the camp in which they are retained, such rersonnel may
not be comrelled to carry out any work other than that concerned
with their medical or religious duties.,

During hostilities, the Parties to the ccnflict shall agree
concerning the possible relief of retained rersonnel and shall

settle the rrocedure to te followed,




None of the praceaing provisions shall relieve the Detaining
Power of its obligations with regard to priscners of war from the
medical or apiritual point, of view,

Chapter V Religious, Intellectual and
Physical Activities

Article 34
Prisoners of war shall enjoy complete latitude in the exercise
of their religious duties, including attendance at the service of
their faith, on condition that they comply with the disciplinary
routine prescribed by the military authorities,
Adeguate premises shall be provided where relicious services
may be held.
Article 35
Chaplains who fall into the hands of the enemy Power and who
remain or are retained with a view to assisting prisoners of war,
shall be allowed to minister to them and to exercise freel; their
ministry amongst prisoners of war of the same religion, in accord-
ance with their religious conscience. They shall be allocated
among the various camps and labour detachments containing crisoners
of war belonging to the same forces, speaking the same langu:age
or practising the same religion., They shall enjoy the necessary
faciliti es, including the means of transport prcvided for in
Article 233, for visiting the prisconers of war ocutside their carp,

They shall be free to corresgond, subject to censorship, on zatters




concerning their religious duties with the ecclesiastical authori-
ties in the country of detention and with international religious
organizations. Letters and cards which they may send for this
purpose shall be in addition to the qucta provided for in Article
T1.
Article 36

Prisoners of war who are ministers of religion, without having
officiated as Charlains to their own forces, shall be at liberty,
whatever their denomination, to minister freely to the merbers of
their community, Fer this purpose, they shall receive the same
treatment as the Chaplains retained by the Cetaining Power, They
shall not be oblized to do any other work,

Article 37

“hen prisoners of war have not the assistance of a retained
Chaplain or of a prisoner of war minister of their faith, a minis-
ter belonging to the criscners'! or a similar dencrmination, or in
his absence a cualified layman, if such a course iz feasible from
a confessicnal point of view, shall ve aprointed, at the recguest
of the nrisoners concerned, to fill this office, This appointment,
subject to the aprpreval cf the Detaining Power, shall take rlace
Wwith the agreement >f the community of rrisoners concerned and,
wherevar necessary. with the avproval of the local religzious aue
thorities of ihe same faith. The person thus appointed shall com-
ply with all regulations established by the Jetaining Power in the

interests of discirline and military; security,
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