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Foreword‘

This is a tentative study of the gas experience of
the 78th Division at the Kriemhilde Stellung during World
War I. This study is not presented as a definitive and
official history, but is reproduced for ocurrent reference
use within the Military Establishment pending the publica-
tion of an approved history.

The author was assisted in his research by Mr. Walter

0. Moeller and Mrs. Cherlotte Bolin,.

Note to Readers Comments and suggestions relative to
acouracy and adequacy of treatment are invited, and may M
transmitted to the Chief, U.§. Army Chemical Corps Historical
Office, Army Chemical Center, Maryland.
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THE 78TH DIVISION AT THE KRIEMAILDE STBLLUNG
OCTOBER 1918

&Just prior to the final assault of the Meuse-Argonne offensive, the
78th Division played a major role in a large-sosle, Army-directed gas oper-
ation on that fromt. Although the division was engaging in its first and
only assault operation of the war, it participated in the exeoution of ond®
of the most sucoessful gas missions of Ameriocan foroes, when the extreme
right and left flanks of the First American Army fromt were heavily yperited
to protect the principal attuck of the Army through the ocenter.

The present study relates the gas warfare experience of the 78th

Division in its three weeks on the Pirst Army fromt, culminating in its

yperite mission of 30 Ootobﬂ-k

The 78th Division in the §t. Mihiel Seotor

The 78th Division was organited in August 1917 at Camp Dix, New
Jersey, and on 19 May 1918, under tne ocmmand of Maj. Geno James H. MoRae,
begai its movement overseas. Its prinoipal elements consisted of the 155th
Brigade (309th and 310th Infantry and 308th Machine Gun Battalion); the
166th Brigade (311lth and Si2th Infantry end 309th Machine Gun Battalion);
and the 153rd FA Brigade (307th, 308th, and 309th FA Regiments and the
303rd Trench Mortar Battery). Other divisional troops included the 307th
Machine Gun Battalion, the 303rd Engineers, 305rd Field Signal Battalionm,

and Headquarters troops and tr;inn.l

T
Order of Battle, p. 309.
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All during June, July, and August 1918, the infantry units of the 78th
trained in France, first behind the Hazebdrouok front in the S8econd British
Army area near Ypres, then east of S8t. Pol, in the First British Army sector
baok of Arras, and finally at Bourbonne-les-buins in the Haute Marne. Its
artillery brigade trained at Camp de Meuoon, in Brittany.

On 10 September, the division arrived on the St. Mihiel front and was
placed in lst Corps reserve, bshind the 2nd and S5th Divisions.® Its artil-
lery had preoeded it to this froat and supported the 30th Division in the
§t. Mihiel offensive. Five days after arriwval, as the German forces hast-
ily retreated before the Allied attack, the operation was over and the
salient was closed.

On 15-16 September, the 78th relieved the 2nd and 5th Divisions in the
Limey sector of the new front, and 'T‘ engaged in the two-week period that
followed in organizing the recemtly oaptured ground, now less than three
kilometers from the Hindenburg line, snd in raiding the enemy lines to
divert German attention from the coming Meuse-Argonne otfonaiv'as On 4
October, the 78th Division, with its artillery brigade joined, moved to
the Clermont area in the Argonne Forest. On 10 Ootober it pasced from Army
to lst Corps reserve, and on 14 October received 1400 infantry replacements.
Two days later it relieved the 77th Division in the line, to - rtiocipate

with lst Corps, then operating as the left flank corps of First Army, in the

—
FO 10, 78th Div, 2300 hra, 10 Sep (78th Div Box 4).

FO 13, 78th Div, 14 Sep; FO 15, Flan of Defanae. 23 §ep.
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final phases of the Meuse-Argonne offensive.

The Meuse-Argonne Campaign

The Meuse-Argonne offensive started on 26 September. This offensive

was a part of Marshal Foch's Tout le monde 3 la battaille -- his Greatest

of All Battles =- the simultaneous assault on the Central Powers in
Macedonis, in Palestine, and against the Hindenburg Line on the Western
Front. While the French and British armies to the west and northwest
marshalled their striking foroes, thirteen line divisions of the First
Ameriocan Army, augmented by two French corps, wers ranged for the attack
along a 72-mile front, from La Harasee in the Argonns Forest, east and
southeast to Clemery. Nine American divisions, between the Argonne and
the Meuse, a distance of 15-20 miles, were to launch the attack, while the
remaining French and Ameriocan foroes, east of the Meuse, held fast (Map
No. 1).

The intention of the Fronch and Ameriocan forces in the Argonne sector
was to drive northward between Reims and Verdun towards the German rail-
way oenters at Meszieres and Sedan and by capturing them olose the ocentiral
oorridor used by the Germans to move supplies and troops iato Franoce.
Prctecting this corridor was the complex of fortified lines and switches
centered on the Hindenburg line and Xriemhilde Stellung, a bdelt of inter-

locking defenses thirteen miles deep (Map No. 2 and Overlay) A s

Shipley Thomas, The Story of the A.E.F., pp. 228 - 29, 232 ~ 37; U.S§.
in the World w.r?mrﬁw - st Dlv, DA, Washington, 1948, Vol. 3,
suse-Argonne, pp. 129, 508.
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formidable were these defenses, said Pershing, that "It is small wonder that
the enemy had rested for four years on this front wifhout being seriously

molested."® The sole compensation was that the Meuse provided "easy protsc-

tion for the right or east flank of the operation."6

Initial Army Gas Plans

In a rough draft memorandum to the Chiuf of Staff, First Army, on 18
September, a week before the start of the Meuse-Argonne sampaign, Col.
John W. N. Schulz, the Army Gas Officer, recommended using phosgene in the
attack on ths eastern edge of the Argonne Forest, since our troops would
ocoupy it, but urged that all eneny battory positions east of the Meuse be
gassed with yperite to neutralize any interferense as Army moved up the
left bank.’ |

<ne Army field order for the offensive, issued on 20 September, said
thet nonpersistent gas was to be used ir the Argonne Forest, in the Bois

de Montfauoon and the woods to the northeast, and persistent gas put on

—

Quoted in McBntee, p. 535. At this time the Gurman front extended
along the line La Haznree-Boureui1loa—Lvooourt-Hnuoourt-Boln des Forgea-
Bezonvaux. See Summary of Opns, lst A, 9 Aug-11 Nov (1st A Box 52, 33.2).
6

@ - 3 Rpt, lst A, 7 Sep (U.S. Arzy in the World War, Vol. 9, ps 73).

7

Draft Memo, CGO lat A, subs Bmployment of gas shell in Operation 2
(G‘F‘lut A) .
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the heights east of the Meuse.® Annex No. 1 to the field order was quite
specifios "Toxiec grs shells, tut no yperite shells, will be used west of
the Meuse."9 Yet in seeming contradioction was a First @rny telegram that
day, 20 September, which made an initial allotment of 2,000 76-mm. yperite
shells to 1st Corps, a fact confirmed by another telegram on 2 October.
And two days later, on 22 September, Annex 6 to the 1lst Corps order for the
attack saids "No. 20 shells will be moved forward with the advance for the
purpose of breaking up enemy concentrations preparatory to a ocounter at-
tack. No §20 shells will be fired without authorization from COrp:.‘lo

The yperiting east of the Meuse began on D Day, 26 September, and ocon-
tinued almost daily as First Army advanoead. By the evening of the third
day of the offensive, a two-mile advance had been made by the 1lst French
Division and the 77th Americen Division in the Argonne, while more than five

miles of the Hindenburg line had bsen penetrated by the eight divisions to

FO 20, 1lst A, $300 pemo, pars 2, SH(6) (lst A Box 33).

FO 6, Army Arty, 21 Sep, par 5F(1), charged the Verdun Grouping with
keeping gassed with yperite "the woods and hostile positions on the east
bank of the Meuse River...subjeot to weather conditions, uninterruptedly
day and night until further orders” (1lst A Box 90, 60/32.1, RAR rog.

9

Amnex No. 1, 19 Sep, Employment of Army Arty, par V¥ S(a). Par 4 said
that "all arty, army, corps, and divisicnal," for the first 15 minutes of
the preparation, would "place an intensc bombardmeat of H.B. and gas shell
upon hostile cantonments, important headquarters «nd telephone centrals in
their respective normal zones.”

1c
Telg fr Gen DeWitt, G - 4, lst A to CG lst C, 20 Sep (lst C Box 38,
60,32); Annex 6, Plan of Gas Warfare, to FO §7, lst C, 1600 hrs, 22 Sep

Prog A IR
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the right of the forest. There the attaock stopped as it met the German main
line of resistance. |
When, on the 29th, the advance of 6th Corps in the center of the line
was held up by hostile artillery fire from the wooded areas to its fromt,
Army G - 3, despite its earlier order, direoted 5th Corps to use mustard gas,
as well as phosgene, "to neutralize batteries in these positions while our
troops advance. The army commander desires this means of overcoming op-
position and delay utilized whenever pﬂusiblou'll The Army field order that
day did not specifioally say that all ocorps might use mustard gas where
necessary, but it implied as muoh. "Gas will be used on heights east of the
Meuse, and may be used west of the Meuse within the oorps zone at the dis-
oretion of the oorps oommander."!2 But on 1 Ootober, still fighting its way
north of Brieulles sur Meuse on the right flank and through the Argonne on
the left, Army repeated its instruotions for the use of yperite east of the
Meuse only, "to neutralize hostile artillery fire and observation," with

phosgene to "be used freely west of the Meuse on favorabie tugota;‘ls

11
Col R. MoCleave, G - 3, lst A to CG V Corps, 29 8Sep (U.8. Army in the
World '.r' Vol. 9, Pe 155).

12

FO 32, lst A, 29 Sep, par 3(C) (Ibide, ps 157). This same date, Pries,
C CWS ARF, wrote to the C8, lst Army, that the time had oome "for a vigorous
use of poisoncus gas,” but he spoke only on behulf of the lst Gas Regt,
whose short-range gas weapons wére not sdmired ty division commanders.

13
FO 33, lst A, 12 Noou, 1 Oot, par 3F(4) (Ibid., p. 192).

2
b
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Despite the yperiting, enfilade enemy fire with HE and gas from the
wooded heights across the river continued to take a high toll. Shortly
after renewing the general attaok on 4 October, Army ordered the Frensa
and American forces east of the Meuse to join the advance, in order to drive
the enemy from the heights where his batteries were located. Further yper-
iting there by Allied artillery was suspended while that attack was planned
and set i{n motion.u % the same time, Colonel Schuls sent a letter and
map to 3rd Corps to warn its elements east of the Meuse, and presumably
those also of the 17th French Corps, of the gassed areas north of Verdun.
Large areas bestween Brabant sur Meuse and 8ivry sur Meuse had been drenched
with musteard, and troops were cautioned when digging to remember that
"under surface persistence of mustard gas is extremely higho"ls Yperiting

east of the Meuse was apparently not resumed until 12 October.

14

Sum of Opns, 1lst A, 9 Aug-ll Nov, p. 10 (lst A Box 52, 33.2); Memo,
C5 1s% A for ACofS G - 3, 3 Oot, (UoS. Army in the World War, Vol. 9, p.
198); RO 39, lst A, 5 Oct.

Memo, Drum, C§ 1st A for ACofS G - S, 3 Ooct, said that in a conference
with the corps that date a final decision had been reached “that no mustard
gas could be used east of the Meuse" (Ibid., p. 198).

16

Ltr, CG0 lst A to CG Srd C, 5 Oot, subs Mustard gassed areas north of
Verdun (GAF-lst A). Several weeks later, when Army yperiting had moved
farther north, a 1ltr to CG 33rd Fr Corps from CG 10th Fr Col Div, 25 Oct,
complained of his oontinuous mustard gas casualties in the Verdun region,
an ares, he said, that had been "daily" gassed ‘since August 1917, produecing
and "endemic field in the air with its fumes.” While Col Schuls questioned
the persistence of yperite beyond 8-10 days. he admitted that because of
the reoent gassing, troops in the area probably should be frequently re-
lieved. S8See ocorrespondence with memo, CGO for ACof8 G - 3, lst A, 30 Oot,
subs Yperite in seotor of 10th Div (GAP-1lst A).

+




At the Eriemhilde Stellung

In the general attack on 4 October, advances were ground out all along
the line except in the Argonne, where the episode of Colonel Whittlesey's
"Lost Battalion" illustrated the difficulties of the 77th on the left flank
of the attack. The operations leading to the resoue of that battalion on
8 October broke the baokbone of the German line in the forest, and with the
82nd Division alongside, the 77th pushed on through the forest, emerging in
the gap before Grand Pr:'on the night of the 10th. The 77th had advanced
a distance of ten long miles through the Argonne Forest.

On 10 October, the First American Army stood before the Kriemhilde
Stellung, the line of highly fortified heights and woods along Grand PrJL
Champigneulle-Landre et St. Georges-Romagne-Brieulles sur Meuse. By then
German divisions on that front had been inoreased from 20 to 47, hurridly
transferred from the French and British seotors to the west and from the
Eastern Front.l!®

In the first of a sucoession of field orders, First Ammy directed a
oontinuing attaok on the front before it, with lst Corps to capture Grand

Pré and Champigneulle and advance to its immediate objeotives, Haute Batis

Farm, north edge of Bois des Logoa-Alliopont-Inoccurt°17

16
MoEntee, p. 541,

17
FO 66, lst A, 1800 hrs, 10 Oct, par 2C(4); Rpt of Opns

1st C, Reduoc-
tion of Argomne Forest and Advance to Meuse (78th Div Box 75.




Repeatedly the 77th, 82nd, 42nd, 32nd, and 5th Divisions of lst Corps
assaulted the Kriemhilde Line but failed to pieroe it snywhere. Enemy
positions in the Bois de Bourgogne and Bois des Loges proved too strongly
organized, and neither Grend Pre nor Champigneulle could be taken. The
attacks of 11, 13, and 14 October were fruitless. On the 15th, the 77th
Division made one more effort to capture Grand Pré before being relieved.
By dusk, a battalion was established on the outshirts of the town. 18

The First Army field order that direoted the relief of the 77th by
the 78th Division on the night of 15-16 October also ordered the 17th
French Corps, east of the Meuse, and the 1st Corps before Grand Pr‘ to
oontinue their attaoks, whilo the other units on the Army front held fast.
The lst Corps was to resume the attaok on the Grand Pré-5t. Georges front,
to turn the enemy out of the For8t de Bourgogne, with its objeotives Le
Mort Homme-Beffu et le Mort Homme-Moulin de Champigneulle-St. Georges.
"The BOIS DBS LOGES will be gassed under direction of the Commander, lst
COrpso‘lg

The line taken over by the 78th Division that night faoed the

southern edge of Grand Pr‘LCheviéres-uoulin d'en Bas-St. Juvin-Cote 182,

B
Thomas, pp 243-47, 289-90, 298, 306-07, 323, 326.

19
FO 67, lst A, 1900 hrs, 16 Oct, par 3 p(1), 3 E(2), S F.
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a front of five and a half kilomsters (Map No. 3)»20 Coming into the area,
78th Division units simply took over 77th Division command posts, with
General MoRae's division headquarters and the 153rd FA Brigade under Brig.
Gene Clint Co. Hearn at Chftel Chehery; the 156th Brigade, commanded by
Brig. Gen. Mark L. Hersey, at La Besogne; the 1656th Brigade, under Brig.
Geno James To Dean, at La Malassie Ferme; and the four infantry head-
quarters northeast of Chatel Chehery, at Cornay, Cheviaros, and Malaassie
Ferme, respectively (see below, Map No. 8). To the right of the 78th
was the 82nd Division, to its left the 17th French Division (XXXVIII
(':ox'pa).21

The enemy units opposite the 78th Division were, from left to right,

the 196th Division, to the west of Grand Pre’; the 76th Reserve Division,

in the Grand Prd sector; and the 2nd Landwehr Division, between Chevieres

and Agron oreek, to be relieved on the morning of the 18th by the 240th

Division (Map No. 4).22

20

FO 75, lst C, 16 Oct. Notes Excellent photographs of this terrain ap-
pear in UsSe Army in the World War, Vol. 9, pp. 190, 196, 204, 230, 239.
The question of the departure line and subsequent advanced lines is disoussed
in the postwar ground survey by Col John B. Barnes, GS AEF Hist Sec, Rpt on
Opns of 78th Div, 25 May 19 (78th Div Box 3, 13.2).

2l
FO 25, 78th Div, 1530 hrs, 15 Oot.

22
Div O, 240th Div, 16 Oot (240th Div WD&A, 12 Oot-ll Nov, p. 13, German
Files Box 229),
For data ¢n the German divs, see MoRae, Leoture on Meuse-Argonne Opns,
S Feb 19, pp. 45 £f. (76th Div Box 2, 11.4). Lecture is based on 1tr, CG 78th
Div to CG lst A, 23 Nov, revised 10 Desc, subs Rpt on Opns of 78th Div, 26 Sep-
11 Nov (78th Div Box 7, 33.6). Ltr and lecture became Tng Memo 130, 2€-29 Fed
1919, subs Tactical Opns of 78th Div, Sep-fiov 1918 (78th Div Box 2, ll.4).
Lecture and Tng Memo will be cited hereafter.
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The 78th Division coming into the line was assigned the reduction of
the Bois des Loges, Grand Pr‘; and the heights of the Bois de Bourgogne,
above Grand Pro"oz3 To the 165th Brigade was assigned the Bois des Loges,
to the 156th Brigade, Grand Prc’and the Bois de Bourgogne. At the direo-
tion of lst Corps, the attack was to be made with all regiments abreast

and was to oommenoe at 6300 a.m. on the 16th, simultaneously with the oom-

pletion of the relief of the 77th Division. In the preparation, corps
artillery would oounter hostile batteries in the Bois des Loges and on
the east and south eiges of the Bois de Bourgogne. 77¢th Division and

82nd Division artillery, on the right, were to sot up concentrations of

nonpersistent gas in the Bois des Loges, ending three hours before the

nttnok.24 This phase of the preparation was omitted, it was later said,

when the gas sheil foiled to reach the bcttoriolozs

FO 76, lst C, 2100 hrs, 15 Oct; PO 26, 78th Div, 2300 hrs, 15 Octe.

24

In soccordance with 0 76, lst C, 15 Oot, and FO 37, 1st A, 15 Oot,
par 3B(2).

Reoords of the 77th Div indioate no intention of firing gas on

1616 Oot. 8ee FO 12, 152nd FA Brig, 5115 pem-, 15 Oot (77th Div Box
29, 32.1); S80I, s04th FA, 26 Sep-11 ilov (Ibid., 3%.6); Rpt of Opns, 305th
FA, 26 Sep-11 Nov (1bid.); Rpt of Opns, SBEER FA, 26 Sep-8 Nov (Bax 30,
33.6). These ro;in-nfnl reports indicate only harassing fire on Bois des
Loges unq'vicinlty, 3000 EE rounds near Belljoywuse Fme and woods NW of
Grand Pre, and oounterbattery fire on Champigneulle that morning. .

25

Leoture, McRee, p. 5; Tng Memo 130, Part II, po 3. MoRae elso said
ip his leoture that corps FO 76 did pot reach Y= until 12520 s.m. on the
16th, less than six hours before the attaock.

-1 -




The corps order for the simultaneous relief and attack may have been
ill-advised. As General Duncan of the supporting 82nd Division said not
long after:

I oalled up the Chief of Staff, lst Corps, personally /“and / said
that in my opinion the order for the attack of that Division for 6
o'clook was impossible of execution, that his é'\lonu' s] troops were
still on the road at about midnight, blocking transport with gas shells
whioch wore supposed to be fired into the BOIS DES LOGES, and that from the
present situation it seemed most unlikely that the gas shelling could be
executed proun%nu'y to the attack, or that the 78th Division could get
into position.®

Under these ciroumstances, and also beoausa of the stormy night,
neither the 77th nor 82nd Division put gas in the Bois des Loges, nor did
the 82nd take any action to protect the flenk of the 78th. Yot until
late afternoon of the 16th, as Inncan said in his letter, was he aware
that the 78th had begun its attack that morming.

Hours before that, howwver, corps was pressing the 78th for results.

A message from McRae to his brigades at 10:30 a.m. on the 16th saids “Corps

states that the Military Situation demands that we reach our objeotive

26
Ltr, Maj Gen G. B. Duncan, CG 82nd Div to CG lst C, 20 Oct, subs ’o-

operation of the 82nd Div with the 78th Dir (B2nd Div Box 7, 33.6).

Despite all denisls of gas assistance, both the 76th Res and 2nd Ldw
reported "heavy enemy harassing fire and gassing of arty positions and
rear areac or the night of 15-16 Oot, and the morning rpt of the 2nd Ldw
arty comdr said the "countryside, batteries, supply lines, and villages®
had been gassed, its casualties "2 officers and a group of orewmen of the
6th Bty, 22nd FA Regt." Opns Rpt, 76th Res, 16 Oot (76th Res WDkA, 26 Sep-
27 Wov, pe. 11, German Files Box 200). WD Arty CO 14¥, I8 Oct (Znd Ldw
WDkA, 26 Sep-18 Oot, pp. 26-27, German Files Box 144).

A tn of the 76th Res was to report 5 men passed in its comrunioa-
tions platoon and the dlv itself said 6 of its 35 easuslties th:t day wers
gas cases. FX 3rd Bn 254th Regt, 17 Oct (76th Res-Sub Unita-¥D:\, 18 Sejp--
11 Nov, p. 165, German Piles Box 201); WD T8Yh Res, 17 Oct (7LFY Res-Sub
Units, 24 Sep-11 Nov, p. 21, German Files Box 200. -
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today." A half hour later G-3 queried the brigadess "Corps demands to be
informed at once as to location of your front line. How far have you ad-

unood?"27 The answer was, not very far.

The Attack on the Bois des Loges

Th= objeotive of the 309th and 310th Regiments, 166th Brigeade, was
the Bois des Loges, & kilometer square tract of sorudb woods, its trees
providing suffioiert soreen against cbservation for artillery fire with-

: obstructing mschine gun fire. The wood war likened to a giant sheet
of oorrugated iron beceuse of its many gullies runaing generally east and
west. In the Bois, the Germans had set up a system of interlcolting
machine gun nests, some only forty yards apart, commanding all but the
bottoms of some of the gullies. The flanks of this natural forest fort-
ress were protected on the west by enemy forces on Hill 204, at Belle-
joysuse Farm, and Ferme des loges, and on the east by gun positions in
the town of Champigneulle and in the ravines east of the town.28

There was no time for resonnaissance by the 310th Infantry as it
came up to the line that rainy night, and the S09th Infantry was not adle
to relieve the 77th Division regiment on the line of departure umntil

B Hour itself. Yet the attaock was begun, with an advance by the 309th

soross Coté 182 and the Agron river, halting in the afternoon in a gully

W
Field Messages, 16 Oot (78th Div Box §).

28
Tng Memo 130, I. 3.
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700 meters northwest of Ferme de Louvet, where it was joined by the 310th
Infantry which had come up on the left. General Duncan said in his letter

that he could not believe this advanoe possible, but nevertheless ordered

his brigade on the left to advance early the next morning (i.e., the 17th)
and seize the heights east of Champigneulle. His advanoce was stopped just
north of Coté 182.2°

The field order of the 77th Division artillery that night said that

I ———

between midnight and 3300 ae.me on the 17th its two regiments of 75's
would "exeoute a gas conoentration on /the northern half of / the Bois
des Loges....Gas will be fired a% the rate of 100 rounds per gun per hour."
But the artillery brigade was relieved on the morning of the 17th and no
gas was fired. Before it pulled out, the 305th FA fired 750 HE rounds
into the Bois des Loges and the three farms to the west and southwest. O
On the morning of the 17th, the 309th and 310th Infantry began to
mov, up towards the easteru odge of the Bois des Loges. Shortly after
noon, the 309th Infantry reported its advanoe halted because the 82nd
Division element on its right was held up. Corps therefore ordered the at-
tack to b0 made from the west side of the Bois. Some progress was made by

the 310th on that side but by nightfall the advance of the two regiments

29
PM, left brigade, 82nd Div, 1245 hrs, 17 Oct (78th Div Box 5, MM-17
Oct).

30

O 13, 152nd FA Brig, 10500 p.m., 16 Oct (77th Div Box 29, 32.1). Rpt
of Opns, 305th FA, 26 Sep-11 Nov (77th Div Box 30, 33.6) said its harass-
ing fire was pursuant to FO 13 but said nothing of gas.
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into the Bois had been thrown back and they were dug in on its western
side along the Champigneulle-Ferme des Loges road.S! All that night there
was "continual shelling of the roads with HE and gas" by enemy artillery.

A "large quantity of gas é?%as_?‘used Zrlncludinai7 some phosgene Zrbn the;f
lower edge of Bois des Logea.“32
Attempting to advance again at daybreak on the 18th, the 309th and

310th Infantry ware stopped by a line of some thirty machine guns and then
came under enemy artillery fire. The 309th reported at noons "Qur line
Zflqj7 along eastern edge of Bois des Loges straight south to Hill 166.

Have 4 small companies along road from Hill 166 towards 8t. Juvin. No ocon-
tact with 82nd. Champigneulle shooting us up with MG's. Urge all artillery
fire on this plnoe."ss Contact with the 82nd could not be made, a liaison
message to the 78th was to say, bscause from 9345 a.m. on, the extreme

left battalion of the 82nd had been pinned down on Cote 182. More difficult

to understand is the intense fire from Champigneulle. At 6510 that morning.

in "good" weather, 82nd Division artillery had put down 2,600 rounds of

L
Opns Rpt, 1£-17 Oot; FM's for 17 Oct, 78th Div; FM 336, Liaison 0 78th
Div, 1900 hrs, 17 Vet (82nd Div Box 23, 32.16, 157th FA).

32
Observ Rpt, 17-18 Oct, OP 8 (78th Div Box 3, 27.8-Obs Rpts); SJOI 22,
17-18 Qct. No enemy confirmation has been found for this gassing, but
rpts show that three heavy btys of the 46th Res arty (to the left of the
2nd Ldw Div) fired ysllow oross on the 8t. Juvin crea on the night of 16-
ot, quantity not given (WD lst Bn Foot Arty Regt, 17 Oct, and WD 45th
Res Div, 17 Oot, 45th Res-Sub Units-WD&A, pp. 115, 140, German File Box
94). There is no record of this gasaing in division, DGO, or Spencer files,
put subsequent rpts of trcops gassed while traversing ocontaminated terrain
would support it.

33

FM to G - 2 78th Div, 1145 hrs, 18 Qct.
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phosgene in Chempigneulle. The phosgene had either nct been sufficient or
hed been misdirected. An additional 1,200 rounds of phosgene were fired imto
the village at 11530 a.me, spparemtly with botter effect.°®
Although two companies of the 310th Infantry, advanoing up the western
side of the Bois, reportedly came within thirty yards of its northern edge
that day, by nightfall the regiments had been pushed back to the southern
extremity of the wood. There they were shelled with HE and gas, while
machine gun fire raked them from the west, north, and east. "Continuous
harassing {ire on our attacking troops, support lines, and rear areas,
with large quantities of Phosgene and Mustard Gas Shells."™ "Much shelling
with gas on tiroops, especially on Bois des Loges."35 The 310th Iunfantry
reported at 12355 pemes "Southern edge of Bois des Loges dowmn bo St. Juvin

full of phosgene and zneezing gas. Many casualties reported. Field

Ly

Opns Rpt, 321st Fi&, 157th FA 3rig,-17-18 Oot (82nd Div Box 27, 33.1);
Rpt of Opns, 320th FA, p. 18 (82nd Div Box 26, 1ll.4). See also 82nd Div Box
24, 33.3, Opns-18 Oct, and Analysis.

A regt of the 240th Div that nhad relieved the 2nd Ldw that morning
saids "At 6330 a.m. a heavy barrage started after a rathar quiet night with
guns of all calibers against Champigneulle and the valley to the nerth.

High explosive, smoke, and gas shells" (WD ggggg_ag§p, 18 Oot, 240th Div-
8ub Units, 7 Oot-1ll Nov, p. 6, German Files Box 223). A single Germen gas

casualty is rptd, in the 76th Res Div (BEvening Rp:t, 2nd Bn 252nd Regt, 18
Oct, 76th Res=-Sub Units-WDkA, 24 Sep-11 Nov, p. 210, German Files Box 200).

35
80I 23, 78th <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>