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Forewo
This is a tentative study of the gas experience of
the 89th Division in the Bois de Bantheville during Wworld
war I. This study is not presented as a definitive and
official history, but is reproduced for current reference
use within the Military Establishmeint pending the publica-

tion of an approved historye.

The author was assisted in his research by Mrs.

Charlotte M. Bolin and Mr. George H. Dengler.

Note tc Reader: Comments and suggestions relative
to accuracy and adequacy of treatment are invited, and
may be transmitted to the Chief, U.S. Army Chemical Corps
Historical Office, Army Chemical Cente., Maryland.
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THE 89th DIVISION IN THE BOIS DE BANTHEVILLE
October 1918

In his final report General Pershing was to say that from 16 October
to ] November the entire First Army ameited the results of four local

| opoiations which wera essential to adjust First Ammy positions preparatory '

| to a renewed general assault. These operations were the capture of Grand

Pré by I Corps, the clearing of the Bois de Bantheville by V Corps, the
occupation of Cunel hsights by III Corps, and the capture of the main
g \\ ridge south of La Grande Montagne by XVII French Corps.1
F ! | \\“,:ihe 89th Division-finally cleared the Bois de Bantheville on the morn-
E ing of 23 October. ~®From that day until the jump-off, morning of November
1, were wrilten some of the bloodiest and most tragic pages in the history
of the 89th Divisioni‘zz/;his dramatic sentence referred to the week-long
occupation of the Bois de Bantheville under almost continuous gas and HE

fire.

Since neutralizing the entire wood was out of the que;ti;h;>§pe enemy ‘
| : massed his mustard gas shelis in a belt across the narrow centerizf the wood. l
; This made it possible for the 89th to keep troops in the relatively gas free
area around the top of the wood but made thelr supply enormously hazardous.

Under tight discipline and division and corps orders t¢ evacuate at once '

ary area that became contaiminited, gas casualties were probably held to an -

e &l e i o

1 P

US Army in the world War, XII, Raports (mwashington, 1948), p. 43; Rpt,
Col George H. English (Adj and Opns O, 177th Brig), Mopping up the Boi: de
Bantheville, n.d. (89th Div Box 2, 11.4).

¢ 2

y Capt C. J. Masseck, 353rd Inf, MS Brief History, 89th Div, June 1919 .
; (89th Div Box 1, 11.4)- »
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—"absolute minimum
It was lat;ifgginted out that it might have been better for the 89th

————— e .

Division itself to have neutralized the wooded salient with yperite than
to have held it in the face of gross enemy contamination. Under the cir-
cumstances, few divisions in the AEF were better trained for such an
operation than the 89th. It had learned through earlier disastrous gas
attacks how to survive in gas.

The emphasis in this study of survival will be cn the events of that
week at the end of October when the 353rd and 354th Infantry of the 89th
"suffered a relentless bombardment of gas and high explosives that extend-
ed well back into the support positions,"” resulting in a loss of "between
500 and 600 men"™ in the brigade-3 The loss was actually nearer 1,200, of

which more than 400 were gas casualties.

"Much gas gnd poor shelter®

The 89th Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Frank L. Winn, landed in
France late in June 1918 and after a month's retraining was put in the
front line on the south face of the St. Mihiel salient for training in
trench warfare. On the night of 7 - 8 August, just hours after the last ?
of its regiments had taken its place in the trenches near Flirey, the
enemy drenched a crowded sector of the front with mustard gas, causing
over 600 gas casualties-4 On 6 September General Winn was relieved of 'ﬁ
command by Maj. Gen. William M. Wright and did not resume it until after |

the Armistice.

Masseck, Brief History, above.

See Study No. 6, “The 85th Division Comes intc the Line."
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Of the four regiments of the division, the 353rd and 354th, in Col.
James H. Reeves' 177th Brigade, and the 355th and 356th, in Brig. Gen.
Thomas G. Hanson's 178th Brigade, elements of the two center regiments, the
354th and 355th, took over 90 percent of the casualties in that gas attack. |
Later, in the St Mihiel sector and then in the Argonne, the other twe |

regiments came under similar major gas attacks.

*As is usually the case." said Capt. Hugh W. Rowan, the Division Gas
Officer, after the gas experience of the 3b%6th Infantry in early October,

"this attacke...will probably serve as 2 severe lesson-"5 It was a lesson

that each of the regiments had to learn for itself. !

Although enemy gas fire resulted in gas casuzlties every day of the
month that followed the attack on 7 - 8 August, nothing like that first
attack occurred again in the sector, and the division held its positions
until 12 September when it took part in the two-day operation that elimin-

ated the St. Mihiel salient on the Western Front.

when in the weeks that followed a number of divisions that had beer ]
brought in for the St. Mihiel operation were withdrawn, to cross the front
for the Meuse-Argonne battle, the 89th stayed on, extending to the right
and left as the neighboring divisions moved out, until it spanned a front
of more than ter kilometers. The enemy, surprised and overwhelmed in the
attack of 12 September, had little opportui.ity to use his artillery during

the operation, but quickly reorganizing in his previously prepared positions

5
Ltr, DGO 89th Div te G - 3 89th Div, 9 Oct, sub: Gas Discipline, Train-
ing and Control in the 177th and 178th Inf Brigs (89th Div Box 27, 63.5).

o 9 o




above the line where the American divisions had halted, he began a steady

harassing of the new front line with gas and HE.

The constant movement of troops in and out of the American line in-
creased enemy fears that another attack was imminent, and he stepped up
his gas and 4E fire and night after night, in his nervousness, filled the

sky with "flares, rockets, and lights of all kinds."

The artillery of the 89th found itse’.f unable to return the enemy's
gas fire. Furnished with quantities of gas shells for the operation of
12 September which had not been used, the 164th FA Brigade had "no¢ infor-
mation as to the contents of these shells or their tactical use," and the
Division Gas Officev, called into an artillery conference, "told them
practically everything I knew on the subject, which wasn't very much.*

As a result, the brigade fired little gas and at no time more than 200

gas shells on any one day-6 Later, in the Meuse-Argonne operation, "at-
tempts were made to instruct the lattached) divisional artillery in mat-
ters relzting to the offensive use of gas, in which they showed great in-
terest, but there wac practically never a sufficient quantity of gas shells
on hand to accomplish much in this line«"7 The enemy was to have the ad-

vantage to the end ¢f the war.

6

Ltr, DGO 8Gth Div to C CWwS Att Off Div, 2 Oct, sub: Instructions as
to use of gas shells by arty; Ltr, DGO to C CWS Att Def Div, 7 Oct, sub;
Offensive Use of Gas 'B9th Div Box 148); Info Buls, 164th FA Brig, ] - 6
Oct (89th Div Box 14, 20.4).

-
Ltr, DGO to C CWS Att Def Div, 20 Nov, sub: Monthly Rpt for Oct (89th
Div Box 148).
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In the period 14 - 3C September, G - 2 repcrted 11,116 HE shells falling
in the d1§isioﬁ sactor. To account for at least nine barrages or bombard-
ments for which no estimates were mude and three days when no reports were

received from ths 356th Infantry sector, the HE count should ke at least

. doubled. In the same period just 59 gas shells were observed, apart from

five gas barrages in the last week of September, when again no count of

8
shell; were made. It is probable that gas shells totaled at least 1,000.

G - 3 records for those two weeks show 48 killed, 310 wounded, 76
I gassed, and 18 men missing, with casualties omitted on three days. Medical
| Department records suggest that the kiiled and wounded figures may be ap-

proximately correct, but gas casualties were more nearly 224 thab 76«.9

In the first week of October, G -~ 2 observers counted 10,580 HE shells
and 985 gas shells falling in the sector, exclusive of a heavy HE bombard-
ment of Pannes and repeated bursis of gas shells across the sector on the
night of 3 - 4 October , barrages on the front lines and a concentration )
of HE in the Bois des Xammes ths next night, and a bombardment on the early -

i morning of 6 October when the woods north of Jaulny were “heavily and ef-
fectively gassed with arsene and mustard gas™ (Map No. 1).10 G- 2 at-

tempted no estimates of the number of shells fired in these bombardments,

9

DOR 36 - 50, 89th Div, 14 - 30 Sep (89th Div Box 16, 32.11); Med Dep:
data in analysis, p. 78.

10

SOI 53 - 58, 89th Div, 1 - 7 Get. G - 3 rptd a total of 18 killed,
30 wounded, and 116 gassed in the period, almost all deaths and wounds the )
result of shell fire (DOR 52 - 56, 1 - 6 Oct, 89th Div Box 16, 32.11)- -

-5
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but the HE was probably double the actual count. Probable too was the IV
Corps Gas Officer's report of a total of 4,250 gas shells fired into the

89th Division sector in 16 attacks during the period 1 - 7 October.1l

The attack of 6 October was far more serious than first reported. .
G - 3 thought there had been about 34 gas casualties, G ~ 2 reported 66,
but the dramztic nature of the attack was better indicated in General
wright's note in his diary that night that "one 155 [sic] fell on a
dugout and killed ten men of the 356th Infantry and badly gassed 49 of

themoe..[There, in ] the Jaulny sector...conditions...very bad, much gas
nl2

and poor shelter for the men. They must make more effort to dig in.

One account of the bombardment said that "Company I [356th Infantryj
in the front lines was practically wiped out."” The unit itself claimed
that "the Company's strength was reduced to some 20 men, including cooks,
supply and mess sergeants and company clerk." Battalion said *The fault
was no one's, for [the Germans) used their best gas tactics. Starting
with just a little arsene so you couldn't keep a mask on for sneezing, {

they shot over a very high concentration of mustard."

11

Rpt, IV CGO, 7 Nov, sub: Enemy Gas Cpns from Oct )]st to Oct 3lst
(GAF - IV Corps), said the 16 gas atks resulted in 40] casualties out
of 4150 men exposed. Available DGO rpts for the period (in Spencer,
"History of Gas Attacks upon the AEF during the Wwarld War," III, 541 -
548) account for 5 atks with 252 casualties- ;

12

Extracts from Diary of Gen W. M. wright, 26 Jun - 11 Nov, 6 Oct
(89th Div Box 20, 33.3). Hereafter cited as Wright's Diary.

= 7=




“E Company, which was in regimental reserve [that night] was caught
in the Bois du Fey...and lost nearly half the company. Twelve men (General
wrignt said ten) were killed outright [by a shell that] dropped in the cen-
ter of the area occupied by the lst Platoon and many were wounded severely
and gassed. Three officers were badly gassed while helping to remove their
wounded...[onel s0 badlye..that he died.” A total of 22 were reported

wounded and 58 gassed in the companyol3

In his first detailed account of the attack, based on regimental re-
perts, the Division Gas Officer said the bombardment consisted of several
thousand gas and HE shells, about 800 to 1,000 of them diphenylchlorocarsine
and mustard gas shells. All of Company I had been evacuated when he was

belatedly notified of the attack and arrived at the front.1?

Later, Captain Rowan said that of the three companies under attack,
Company L had maintained excellent discipline and suffered only a few
casualties, as a result of prolonged exposure in the gassed area. In
Company I, adjacent to Company L in the trenches on +he hill, “practically
all of its men [were) gassed owing *o the company commander ordering off

the masks" less than two hours after the shelling ceased. In Company E,

13
MS Hist of Co K, 356th Inf; Hist of Co I, 356th Inf; Hist of 3rd Bn

356th Inf; Hist of Co E, 356th Inf; Hist of 2nd Bn 256th Inf (all in 89th
Div Box 32, 11.4).

14

Ltr, DGO 89th Div to G - 3 89th Div, 14 Oct, sub: Gas Atk on the
356th Inf (GAF - 89th Div); Spencer, 111, 545 - 48.




in reserve, "needless casualties occurred owing to the men becoming panic

stricken."15

*The 356th Infantry,"” said Rowan, "fell down very badly, the fault
being apparently a matter of organization and control rather than individ-
uval discipline of the men." Even when each of these factors are at peak
performance, he concluded, "It is probably impossible to reduce gas
casualties down to absolute zero, and we should be well satisfied if they

16 It was sometimes possible to

keep below ten or a dozen to each attack”
achieve this low figure under HE bombardments but seldom under gas, and

never when a gas attack reached the magnitude of an HE bombardment.

Regimental records a week after the attack indicated 202 gas
casualties among 700 men exposed, of which 11 were in Company L, 168 in
Company I, and 23 in Company E. This secemad to be all, but since the
division, less its artillery, was relieved in the sector and moved our
the day after the attack, said Rowan, "information as to the [number,
severity and results of casualties was not obtainable with accuracy be~
yond the fact that there were quite a number of severe cases. Except
for the H.E. bombardment the attack was no more severe than several

others we had in that sector, and spoiled an unusually good record by

15
Ltr, DGO to C CwS, 13 Feb 1919, sub: Rpt in compliance with Circ
Ltr 89 (89th viv Box 25, 63.3).

16

Ltr, DGO 89th Div to G ~ 3 8%th Div, 9 Oct, sub: Gas Discipline,
Training and Control in the 177th and 178th Inf Brigs (89th Div Box
27, 63.5).




this Division in regard to defense against gas."

In a postwar report, Captain Rowan, citing Division Surgeon records,
said that 119 gas casualties had occurred in the period 1 - 4 October
and 552 on 5 -~ 7 October, suggesting many more gas casualties in Company
L and in Company E, the one that panicked, than realized at the time.
Rowan, hcwever, was "quite sure” that the latter total was in error and
that gas casualties did not exceed 275. Butr field hospitsl admissions
show 580 gas casualties between 1 and 7 October, most of them the result

of the gas attach vu tne 6thel®

On the night of 6 - 7 October advance elements of the 37th Divicion
arrived from the Argonne and began the relief of the 89th. The organic
artillery of the division was left behind, not to join again until after

the Armistice.

Specigl Situgtion Report

The 37th Division, "coming 1n badly and with very little system
P . 19
and order....a 4th class division® after its battering near Mont.faucon,
completed the relief of the 89th on the nigh* of 8 - 9 O-tober. The

latter division entrucked the next day for the Meuse-Argorne fron+, its

17
Ltr, DGO 89th Div, 14 Oct, above; Memo, DGO 89th Div to C CWS Att
Def Div, 16 Oct, n.s. (89th Div Box 148).

18
Ltr, DGO €9th Div, 13 Feb 1919, above; Analysis, p. 78.

19
wright Diary, 7 Oct.
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destination Recicourt, below the center of the First Army line where on 1
October the 37th Division had been replaced by the 32nd Division. The 89th

would eventually relieve the 32nd.

For ten days, from 10 to 20 October, the 89th rested, cleaning up, re-
fifting, and training the 2,000 replacements it received at Récicourt. On
the 12th the division was transferred to Summerall's V Corps reserve and
ordered to move up between Eclisfontaine and Epinonville, in support of
Haan's 32nd Division. The 32nd had taken Cierges and Gesnes and was then
getting set to strike at the enemy's Kriemhilde position at Romagne (Map

No. 2).20

Going up to the front on a private reconnaissance the next day, General
Wright described the scene he witnessed from a slight eminance. *The en-
tire country for about ten kilometers. .. [was nothing but] a mass of trenches,
wire...and the roads seas of mud...Bverything was impossible." It was a
dismal prospect, and he presumed he would "relieve the 32nd Division as
soon after tomorrow's fight [i.e., on the 14th] as is practicable and

probably carry the action on until the division is worn out."2l

Unexpectedly, in the attack on 14 October, the 32nd outflanked both

Csie Dame Marie and Romagne, key points in the Kriemhilde Stellung,22 and

20
wright Diary, 8 Oct; FO 72, V Corps, 1930, 12 Oct (V Corps Box 14,
32.1); FO 32, 89th Div, 14 Oct (89th Div Box 15, 32.1).

21
wright Diary, 13 Oct.

See Pershing, My Experiences in the World War (New York, 1931),

I1, 340.
- 11 -
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in keeping with Summerall's policy never to take out a winning division,
the 32nd stayed in the line until its patrols reached the top of the Bois

de Bantheville, five days later.

The success on the 14th could not be exploited and none of the three

corps of First Army made much progress in the next several days. It was

the belief of corps that the strain of two weeks of fighting in the rain

and cold had exhausted the line. The enemy, on the other hand, had con-
served his dwindling forces, leaving small detached groups to hold tena-

ciously to strongpoints at farms, crossroads, and patches of woods across

8 the front, while the main body was believed to be stationed with the long- o
range guns some distance in the rear. Dally, said wright, corps awaited

counterattacks from these reserve forces, but they failed to develope23

In a special situation report prepared on 14 October, 89th Diwsion
G - 2 minimized the hazards of the coming operation. So far, gas had
not been used with any frequency on the attacking troops on that front.
"Orly two cases are mentioned where it was used upon them to any con-
siderably extent. Some gas shells were mixed with others. Except in
the two above cases it was not used in large amounts. when used it was

used in high explosive shells." Enemy small arms fire was also reported

23
wright Diary, 15 Oct.
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as "inconsequential," but his machine guns and his artillery, particularly a

battery of Austrian 88's, had been damaging.24

Meanwhile, corps continued to push the 32nd Division above the Bois
de Chauvignon and into the Bois de Bantheville. From the enemy point of
view, Bantheville woods was in danger of being lost, for the 3rd Guard
Divigsion there was in no condition to withgtand many icore attacks. Artil-

lery alone was holding back the Americans. 13th Divigion units, coming in

fast to relieve the 3rd Gugrd, arrived at the scutheast corner of the Bois
des Hazois, top of Bantheville woods, and the south edge of Bantheville

village on the night of 16 - 17 October. 2

By that time, high casualties, gas fatigue, and prolonged combat had
worn out the 32nd. On the 17th, General Haan called for relief.- ™I have
received a number of reports from the front today which convince me that
my division is exhausted, and that to push it any further might result
in disaster." In one regiment, battalion effectives were down to 125 to
150 men eacn. The other regiments, lLie thought, were probably little better

t)
off.”é

Though Haan denied it vigorcusly in this letter to Summerall at

corps, as exhaustion mounted, stragglir., ...d become whclecale. As a

"4
G - 2 Rpt, 2100, 14 Oct (8vth Div Bex 6, 20.1).

25
FO 78, V Corps, 180C, 16 (ct: To Mags West Order Ia 835, 16 Cct
(in Gp Argonne records, German Files Zox 206, fol V, p. 7). Hote:

German Files Box will hereafter be abbreviated GFB.

26
Pers Ltr, Haan to CG V Corps, 17 Oct, n.s. (32nd Div Box 4, 22.15).

L
- He -




battalion commander in the 32nd later described it,

shile the fighting troops held their front with a 1line of combat groups,
the M.P.'s strung another line of smaller groups behind the combat area.
At every important road corner, watering place and kitchen, close behind
the lines, there wa: an M.P. post and woe to the man who came back from
the front without a wound, a message Or other easily vouched for business.
Other groups of M.P.'s roved around searching dugouts, ration dumps,
kitchens and other likely Blaces- Pretty regularly they escorted little
groups back to the front.

An after-action report said that by 20 October the division had three
1ines of straggler posts operating, which collected 444 men, the odd

44 belonging to other divisions.28 such reports on straggling usually

tended to minimize the phenomenone.

when on 18 October patrols from the combat groups finally reached
the northern edge of the Bois de Bantheville and reported encountering
no enemy troops, COrps was certain that the enemy had begun another of
his planned retreats. He must be followed up with fresh troops.29 The

32nd, with casualties estimated between 4,500 and 6,000, was at last

27
Glenn W. Garlock, Igles of the Thirty-Second (West Salem, Wisc-.,
1927) 3 pc ?60-

28
Rpt on Opns of the 32nd Div, Sept 29 - Oct 20, 15 Nov, p. 51
(32nd Div Box 11, 33.6).

2

Msgs between CG 32nd Div and CG V Corps, 18 Oct (V Corps Box 18,
32.15); DCR 50, V Corps. 17 - 18 oct (V Curps Box 26, 33-1)-




ordered to make way for the 89th vaisiOnnso

The 89th Divislon, which "for a week...had been a few miles behind
[the] rront line with bands playing and other evidences of high morale
and a cheerful contempt for long range shells,"31 was to find the enemy

far from ready to retreat.

Faced with the loss 6%403te Dame Marie and ﬁﬁg;gne on *he l4th, the
COte de Chatillon on the 16th, and with the Bois de Bantheville now
threatened by 32nd Division patrols, the German command on 18 October - -
determined to hold the Americans in the positions they had taken and in
particular prevent any further occupation of Bantheville woods.

The forest of Bantheville requimeespecial attention. An advance here

by the enemy must be stopped at the first line....As soon as the weather
permits, the engagement of the enemy artillery with all means (balloon
and plane observation) will be carried out. Since the enemy manhages his
munitioning with trucks, harassing of enemy supply roads is particularly
important....Defensive fire must mainly be used in concentrated annihila-
tion fire on the Bois de Bantheville and the wavines where the ready
positions of the enemy are to be expected.s?

30

Garlock, abuve, p. 256, rptd, L178 killed, 4,657 wounded, 82 missing
in the opn, a total of 5,917 Rpt on Opns, 15 Nov, above. p. 37, rptd a
total of 5,019, Ibid., p. 5%, the 32nd Div San Train rptd 4528 {approx
500 killed, 2,801 wounded, 532 gassed, 30 PN, 61 injured, I,004 sick).

The Medical Dept of the U S Army in the World War, XV, Statistics,
Part 11, Medical and Casualty Statistics (GPO, 1925), pp. 1030, ff.,
shows €53 killed, 3557 wounded, and 727 gassed in the 32nd Div in
October, or a total of 5,137. Note: This wolume will hereafter be

cited as Med Dept Statisti¢s.
3l

Garlock, p. 256.

32 .
13th Div Order Ia 1l4y 18 Oct (GFB 164, fol II; p. 49).
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The next day Group Mags wWest ordered the 13th and 123rd Divigions

to concentrate their artillery fire on the beis de Bantheville. The

13th Divigion artillery ccmmand (Arko 13) was to prepare a firing plan

for systematic coverage of the woods and adjoining strongpoints.33 The
sector was divided by a fire protection line in front of the forward

positions of the 13th Division (Feuerschutz weit) and another in front

of its main line of resistance (Fgugrgchutz kur;), with right, left,
and center zones. (With the subsequent loss of the Bois de Bantheville,
these fire lines remained drawn through the wood, as shown in Map No. 3

and Overlay.).

All light and heavy batteries of the division had precise regis-
tration data for each of the six zones, and fire missions to the artil-
lery could call for massed fire, moving at 15 - minute intervals from
zone to zone. In addition, 37 specific targets, representing American
forward areas, troop asseinbly peoints, and artillery positions were later
designated, 20 of them Eierzeil or pinpoint targets and 17 Rotpunkt or

area *argets.

Furthermore, upon sending the code message "Feuerschutz Wild von

Bantheville," the 13th Division obtained fire cupport on its grid by the

33

13th Div WD, 19 Oct (GFB 164, fol II, p. 1). The plan as fully
formulated appears in sketch atchd to Arko 13 Order, 24 Oct (GFB 164,
fol III, pp. 107 - 09).
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batteries of its neighboring division. Similarly, the artillery of the
13th Divigion was registered for supporting fire to the left of its sec~
tor on the double heights above Cunel and on the Bols des Rappes, and

to the right on the COte de Chatillon and Landres-et-St. Georges.>™

The plan was a standard German defense fire pattern but rarely has
it been found in such detail in the records as for the Boie de Banthe-

ville.

It was put into operation the night of 18 - 19 October, as the 32nd
Division walted out its relief. A thousand rounds of HE pounded the west-
ern edge of Bantheville wood, la Cavaniére spring, and ©-magne. Howitzer
fire fell on Robinette Farm (al.> xnown as Transvaal Farm), Tuilerie
Farm, and along the Sommerance-Romagne road, and at least 100 rounds of
10 - cm. blue cross (diphenylchloroarsine) and greemcross (phosgene) gas
burst on troop positions on the same road. Surprise bombardments with
small quantities of yellow cross (mustard) gas were also put on
Cavadiere, Tuilerie Farm, points in the Bois de Bantheville, and on the

Sommerance-Romagne road.

During the early mocrning of the 19th, repeated annihilation fire

waves of three - minutes' duration by all light and heavy batteries,

34

See captured Arko 13 Order 4561, 28 Oct, with directions for
Arko 28, 107, 41, and 15 Bavariagn (SOI file, 89th Div Box 6, 20.1).
A copy of the original crder is in GFB 164, fol 111, p. 1724, with
accompanying tracings or pp. 122 - 23.
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each wave including some blue cross gas, were put down in succession on
the right, left, and center of the 32nd Division sector, with special fire
on roadss; road junctions, and ravines and hills where battery positions
had been locateds>> Casualties in the 32nd Division on 19 and 20 October

6
were reported in medical records as 54 killed, 50 wounded, and 26 gassedo3

Mopping Up the Bois de Bantheville

On the afternoon of 19 October, with all four regiments of the 89th
in a tight line, the 177th Brigade under General Winn moved up to COte
Dame Marie and the 178th under General Hanson came up west of Romagne.
There, as orders arrived directing that the front be held by a single
brigade, the 177th withdrew to reserve positions and the 173th extended

7
to the left-3

The relief in the Bois de Bantheville that night was carried out
with difficulty. The regiments of the 32nd Division were found consider—
ably disorganized and intermingled, their own and enemy dead had been

left where they fell, and the exect location of the lines in the wood,

35

13th Div Order Ia 115, Arty Missions for the night of 18 - 10 Oet
and 19 Cct, 18 Oct (GFB 164, fol II, p. 50); Msg, Arko 13 to 13th Dis,
19 Oct (ibid., p- 59); Morning Rpt, 13th Div to Gp Mags West, 0520,
19 Oct (_i._k&g.., n. 10).

36
Med Dept Statistics.

37

FO 82, V Corps, 1100, 19 Oct (V Corps Box 14. 32.1); wright Diarv,
19 and 20 Oct.
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which covered a large pavt of the front, was highly uncertain.38 ‘
| Bantheville wood was reported cleared, but on the previous day

89th Division patrols had found la Chuy Farm and the whole northern

half of the wood strongly occupied. Furthermore, the enemy order of

: battle map issued by V Corps to the 89th (Map No. 4) proved inaccurate

both as to front lines and enemy dispositions. G - 2 later reported

both the 13th and 15th Regiments of the Gérman 13th Division in the

wood, their battalions reduced tc three companies with a rifle strengta ;
| of between 25 and 50 each. Each company was believed to have at least
six machine guns and two grenade throwers and each regiments was be-
lieved to be supported by one or more storm compsznies. Supposedly

east of Bantieville but actually occupying that village was the 123rd

Divigion, and vn the opposite flank of the 13th Division, around Landres-

3
et-Si. Georges, was the 4lst Divigion (see Map No, 5, below).”g

By morning of 20 October the laad battelions of the 335th and

356th Infantry occupied the road west of Bantheville in the forest, as ‘
38

fol George H. English Jr. (Adj, 177th Brig), MS, History of tha
89th Div, p. 167 (89th Div Box 2, li.4). This 290 - page rarrative is .
essentially that publ'd as The Complete Histary of the 89th Divisicn 1

(War Society of the 89th Div, Denver, Coi., 1920) znd will be cited

1 ’ hereafter as MT History.

| I&0 Rpt, 353rd Tnf, 24 - 25 Oct (BYth Div Box 12, 20.7), said 51
' Americans and 20 Germans were buried wec: of Gesnas where they fell
and 7 Americans and 2 Germans in the northwest corner of thg Beis de
Chauvignon. See alsc Wright Diary, 17 and 18 Oect.

39

sOI 70, 89th Div, 18 - 19 Oct; $OI 31, V Corps, 20 - 21 Oct (V
COIPS Box 5l 20al}; SOI 730 Sgth DiV, 21 = 22 (}Ct'
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the last of the 32nd Division filtered down through the woods. No enemy

forces had been encountered-4o

During the night of the relief, Group Mzas West ordered a coordin-
ated yellow cross bombardment of the southern half of Bantheville woods
bf the 13th and 123rd Divisions. But nelther division had sufficient
yellow cross or even HE shells at the field gun positions for a mission,
and after mortar fire that night, the heavy batteries took over the fire
the next day, "mainly on the Bois de Bantheville, [with] single haras-
sing fire rounds during the entire day on roads, especially crossroads,
the heights and ravine on the west edge of the Bois de Bantheville, and
the east edge of tlie Bois de Romagne."41 89th Division G - 3 reported
the "usual amount of gas, continued heavy harassing ard counter-battery

fire," with an estimated 20 men wounded up to noon on the 20thn42

Verbal orders from corps said the 178th Brigade was to complete
mopning up the Bois de Bantheville during the day of 20 October, and
outlines of trenches to a depth of six inches were to be taped out and

dug along the line of resistance on the north edge of the Bois de Romagne-

40

Rpt of Opns, CG 178th Brig to CG 89th Div, n.d. (89th Div Box 19,
33). The 32nd Division in the World War (Madison, Wisc., 1920), p. 110,
said the £9th "elected™ to hold the line through the center instead of
taking over the northern edge of the wood.

41
Gp Maas West Order to 13th Div, 1205, 19 Oct; Msg, [A;ko 13 to
13th Div, 19 Gct; 13th Div Order Ia 126, Arty Missions for night of
19 — 20 Oct and 20 Oct, 19 Oct (GFB 164, fol II, pp. 59 - 61).

42
DOR 70, 89th Div, 19 - 20 Oct (89th Div Box 19, 33.1).
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heights of Bois de Gesnes = COte Dame Marie, preparatory to continuing

the advance on that fronta43

with the clearing of the Bois de Bantheville, enemy communications
P 7 along the ridge running southwest from the Bois d'Andevanne to Landres
_ et - St. Georges would be cut, enabling the 42nd Division on the left to
capture that seemingly impregnable position. Beyond were the heights of
Barricourt, the V Corps objective originally set on 26 September, which
could not be assaulted until Bantheville woods and Landres - et - st.

£ Georges were cleared.

In preparation for the next advance, during which V Corps was to
<eize the line Bois des Hazois - COte 253, two battalions of the 353rd
Infantry {177th Brigade) were brought to the top of the Bois de Romagne
on the evening of 20 October, relieving a regiment of the 42nd Division
there and extending the sector of the 89th further to the lefto44 The

1 mopping - up operation had still not begun.

The order to clear the woods reached the forward battalions of the
i 178th Brigade at 1000 hours that morning. The job was to be completed

i that day and would be done without artillery assistance, since the 57th

43
FO 83, V Corps, 1700, 19 Oct, said only that the 42nd and 89th
Divs were to develop the enemy MLR by strong patrols; FC 34, 89th Div,

213G, 19 Oct, ordered the mop - up-
44

FO 84, V Corps, 1300, 20 Oct; FO 37, 89th Div, 21 Oct; 180 Rpt,
353rd Inf, 20 - 21 Oct.




FA Brigade (32nd Division), under Brig. Gen. LeRoy Irwin, now attached to
ihe division, was to continue the systematic bombardment of enemy positions,

under corps direction, which it had begun the previous day.

- : - On the afternoon of 20 October a reconnoitering patrol found that more
than platoons, as originally planned, would be needed to clean up the wood,
and a company each of the 355th and 356th Infantry were made ready. The
two companies set out after dark, about 2000 hours, and when they lost

touch with one another almost at once, each proceeded independently up

through the woods. DBefore the action was over two days later an entire

battalion in each of the two regiments was engaged.

with heavy enemy fire falling to the rear, the companies advanced
along either side of the forest. On the left, F Company of the 355th
met little resistance until it reached Hill 236 (see Map No. 2) where
a nest of machine guns opened up and reportedly reduced it in minutes
‘ to platoon strength. Reenforced tne next morning by two more companies, ?
by 1300 the 355th had taken the hill and four hours later a patrol

i reached the northwest edge of the wood.

On the right, the company of the 356th Infantry advanced as far

45
See FO 79, V Corps, 2030, 17 Oct. Ltr, DGO 32nd Div to C CWS,

: 9 Nov, sub: Monthly Rpt for Cect (lst Army Box 341), said that during
' the week of 19 Oct its arty fired 1600 #5 phosgene shells into the top
‘ of the Bois de Bantheville and 1200 #5 into the Bois des Hazois. The
1600 ghelis could only have been fired on 19 or 20 Oct, though no
German record confirms it and the Germans themselves were bombarding
' ' and later gassing it. See 13th Div WD, 19 - 21 Oct (GFB 14, fol II,
pp. 10 - 14).
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as Hill 277 before running into heavy fire. After waiting for reenforce-
ments, it fought its way over the hill and continued tc the northeast edge
of the wood. About 0500 on the 2lst it reached the top arnd dug in. It was
this relatively quick advance, and the hepeful accounts of the other regi-
ment on the left, that apparently led General Wright to say the job was
officially reported completed at 0900 on the 21st and the brigade would

46
be relieved at once.

The cries for help and the dribbling in of reenforcements led a ]
more or less impartial observer, the 5th Division Ljaison Officer at
the 178th Brigade command post, to comment that morning:

Morning dawns and I find that ‘except for the mopping up party,' the

! 178th Brigade has been lofficially) relieved and the 177th holds the
entire front....Il have never seen, in my limited experience, warfare
carried on as it has been from this_P.C. in the last 24 hours. It is
not, however, for me to criticise.4

Worse was yet to come.

with replenished supplies, enemy artillery pounded the Bois de
Bantheville all though the night of 20 -~ 21 October, to prevent reen-
forcements from reaching the forces moving up through the wood. Over

750 HE rounds in alternate single rounds and surprise bombardments

46
MS History, pp. 171 - 72; wright Diary, 21 Oct.

47

Msg, Bagley to Gen Malone 10tn Brig Sth Div, 0830, 21 Oct (89th
Div Box 16a, 32.16). Cee also Rpt, Mopping Up the Bois de Bantheville,
! p. 6a (89th Div Box 12, 20.7). This draft chapter was reduced to a ) |
A page in the final MS History. :

- 20 - '

PRAY




crashed into the southern half of the wood and the esst edge of the
Bois de Romagne, and towards morning another 1,020 HE rourds in an-
nihilation fire fell on the center and east side of the wood. With-
out a let - up during the day of the 2ist, enemy light and heavy guns
alternated single harassing rounds in zone fire across the center of

the wood.4?

Casvalties reported by G — 3 that day, 13 killed and 42 wounded,
did not include those in the two assault battalions. Their losses were
said to be "considerable." Medical records indicate approximately 50

49
killed, 200 wounded, and more than 2C gassed.

All day on the 21st the two battalions of the 178th Brigade, be-
set by snipers and machine guns at the top of the woods, insisted that
the woods were cleared and called on the 177th to relieve them. BRut
the 177th Brigade, "dubiocus of its right and dutv to participate in
the necessary mopping up," particularly of the central portion of the
woods, delayed until nightfall when General wright, in scmeihing of 2
temper, ordered General Winn and his brigade to go in and take over.
As Wright caid on the morning of the 22nd: "Owing to the dilatoriness
of...the 353rd Infantry, four companies of the 356th Infantry in the

Bois de Bantheville [were) not relieved las: night ss ordered....and

48
13th Div Order, Arty Missions, 20 Oct (GFB 164, fol II, pp. 68 - 9).

49
DR 71, 20 - 21 Oct; Analysis, p. 7C.
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the Boche have evidantly filtered in there during the night.,"5

It was 1300 on the 22nd before the lst Battalion, 353rd Infantry,
set out, clearing the woods as it went of enemy riflemen and machine
gunners that had been bypassed by the 178th Brigadgo_wégvancing on a
one - kilometer front, its four companies abreast, the battalion cap—-
tured four machine guns and two trench mortars with their crews as it
brogressed. At about 1700 hours, it arrived at the top and established
connection with the 354th Infantry, already up on the left. As the
relief was made, groups of enemy soldiers were seen withdrawing in

51
the direction of la Dhuy Farm.

The last of the enemy who either remained concealed in the woods
or filtered back in were not routed until dawn on the 93rd. A German
Eifth Army report said that morning: "To improve our position in the
Maas West sector the inner flanks of the 13th and 123rd Divisionse..

pulled back to the hill north of the town of Bantheville," that is, to

Hill 280 in the Senta Steliung (Map No. 5).°2

thile the brigade relief was being debated, enemy artillery

through the night of 21 - 22 October kept harassing fire on the Bois

50 ‘ : , ’
Rpt, Mopping Up the Bois de Bantheville, p. 6; Wright Diary, 21
and 22 Octe . :

51 . R
Col James H. Reeves, CO 353rd Inf, Rpt of Opns, Bois de Bantheville,
22 Oct (89th Dib Box 21, 33.6); I80 Rpt, 353rd Inf, 21 « 22 Oct (89th Div
Box 12, 20.7); Rpt of Opns, CG 178th Brig to GG 89th Div, n.d. (89th Div
Box 19, 33); SOI 74, 22 - 23 Oct.

52
Msg, Hq 177th Brig to G - 3 89th Div, 0112, 23 Oct (89th Div Box

17a, 32.16), said the 353rd had reached its objective, with 7 casualties.

I&0 Rpt, 353rd Inf, 22 - 23 Oct; Morning Rpt, AK 5, 23 Oct (in Gp_Arqonne

file, GFB 26, fol VI, p. 42); 13th Div WD 22 and 23 Oct (GFB 164, fol II).

e S e Bt 7m0
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LAGENKARTE DER MAASGRUPPE -WEST (XX1.A.K)
STAND VOM 213.10.1918 - 8 UHR VORM.
(Situation Map, Gaousr Maas WEsT, AS of ©800,230¢T 1918)

Yource: Gearman Files Boy 81
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de Banthevilie down to the Bois de Chauvignon, and in the early hours put
190 rounds, inciudina SO blue cross shells, on either side of the road
through the central part of the woods. During the day of the 22nd,

"the close support group continued the harassing fire on the east and west
ravine of the Bois de Bantheville....[with 100 rounds of ] blue cross on
the ravine and [on targets in) Romagne forest. Also waves of annihila-
tion fire." Wwith little variation, these fire missions were repeated on

53
the night of 22 - 23 October.

A report at noon on 22 October said that 10 men had been killed
and 91 officers and men wounded in the fight for the Bois de Bantheville

the previous day-54

"In case the enemy gqaseses."

The withdrawal of the 178th Brigade to bivouac in the Bois de
Cierges left the 177th holding the division front, waiting for the
Army order to continue the attacke But Army was in no condition to
attack and for the next ten days the brigade remained in place. while

the enemy worked furiously on the construction of his Senta and Freva

53

13th Div Order Is 131, Arty Missions for night of 21 - 22 Oct, 22
Qct, and night of 22 - 23 Oct, 21 Oc*; Msg, Arko 13 to 13th Div. 22 Oc*:
Morning Rpt, l3th Div, 22 Oct (GFB 164, fol II, op. 77 - 8, 82). The
fire is confirmed in SOI 73, 89tk Div, 21 - 22 Cct, and 13th Div Morn-
1“9 Rpti 22 M' above.

54

DR 72, 21 - 22 Oct.
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positions, above the broker Kriemhilde.>>

The 354th Infantry held the left half of the sector, connecting with
the 42nd Division, immobilized below Landres et St. Georges, while the
353rd Infantry occupied the right half including the vop of the Bois de 0
Bantheville, and tried to maintain liatson with the 90th Division work-
ing its way up the right side of the wood. The 90th had relieved the
Sth Division in the Bois des Rappes on the morning of the 22nd and

shortly thereafter took the villages of Bantheville and Bourrut before
56

- it was stopped at the heights of les Grands Carres.

The expected bombardment of the Bois de Bantheville began with
the advance of the 177th Brigade on the afternoon of the 22nd and
continued into the evening. About 750 shells were reported, principal-
ly in the central and southern portions of the wood, since enemy forces
still held parts of the northern sector. “About 30 percent of the
» snells,” said G - 2, "were gas shells, blue, green and yellow cross in
the order named.® Support troops of the 353rd Infantry, occupying the
bombarded area, reported 5 men killed, 30 wounded, and 2 officers gas

sed. The machine gun company with the 353rd lost about 50 men, in-

9

|

| 55

i 13th Div WD, 24 Oct, said the Freya Stellung was to be prepared

» by the 88th Div. See also lgt Bn 13th Regt WD, 28 Oct (13th Div, GFB

? 164, fol I1I, p. 46).

o 56

MS History, p. 174. Les Grands Carres, known to the Germans as

. the twin heights of Hill 260, was not taken until 1 Nov.

.
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cluding its commander who was badly gassed. The company had to be re-

7
placed the next morning.5

This initial shelling of the 353rd in the Bois de Bantheville, un-

confirmed in German records so far as any green or yellow cross gas is
concerned, seems to have triggered great concern in the command. A .
message that evening from General Winn, the brigade commander, said:

I have already reported the gassing of the Bols de Bantheville. The
matter is a serious one. Gas extends over a wide area- Division
should determine whether or not the situation justifies giving up
extensive areas. I have directed ozganiz ations to change positiong
but remain in the general locality., It is a difficult ang perplexing
question, in view of tne past experience of the division.-8

In his diary that night, Genera) wright summed up the situations

The gas officer of the 353rd Infantry sent in quite alarming reports
of the situation. Got Winn on the phony and he stated that the sit-
vation was evidently very sericus. I told him to hang on to the woods
as they were of great importance for the coming operations and not to
give them up unless we had to; that thers must be places in the woods
where the men could hang on.

I called up General Burtt [Chief of Staff, V Corps) and told him the
situation, and he jaid that owing to the great tactical importance of
this part of the woods I had to hold on. I directed General Irwin
S7th FA Brigl) to call on the Corps for countarbgiter: work, ¢¢

put down as heavy a barrage as he wos capuble of, angd I aiso asked

Burtt to get hold of the Army Artillery. Betwaen them they ocught

to hurt the Boche prettv badiy: The Boche is throwing yperite in

7

Msg, CG 177th Brig to Hq 353rd Inf, 1355, 22 Oct; Msg, CG i77th
Brig to Hq 89th <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>