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Foreword

This is a tentative study of the gas exparienoe of

the 33rd Division Along the Mouse during World War I.

This study is not presented as a definitive and official

history, but is reproduced for current reference use

within the Military Establishment pending the publica-

tion of an approved history. (ý--

The author was assisted in his research by Mr. Guy

F. Goodfellow and Mrs. Charlotte M. Bolin.

~i

Note to Readers Comments and suggestions relative
to accuracy ind iaequaoy of treatment are invited, and
may be transmitted to the Chief, U.S. Army Chemical Corps
Historical Office, Army Chemical Center, Maryland. 7
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THE 33rd DIVISION ALONG THE MIUSS
OCTOBER 1918

On the first day of the Mouse-Argonne offensive. Bullard's III Corps,

along the Mouse, was to advance to a position above Brieoulles-sur-H(use.

On the second day the corps was to cross the river and outflank the enemy

artillery and observation positions on the heights east of the Meuse.

When the left and center of III Corps delayed halfway to the Army

Objective on the first day, the enemy recovered from his flight and from

superior positions on both sides of the Meuse stopped the advance of III

Corps before Brioulles with deadly accurate artillery and machine gun

fire and with gaso

For almost two weeks, under ceaseless harassing fire with HE and gas,

the 33rd Division, on the right flank of III Corps, held its positions

along the Meuse. On 8 October it split its forces and crossed the river

in an effort to take the heights by frontal assault. Weakened by the gas

casualties suffered west of the Meuse, the division was in no condition to

undertake such an assault. Both east and west of the Meuse there were to

be almost twice as many gas casualties and HE castialties. In the opinion

of one of the division medical officers, *every officer and man in the

Division. working with combat battalions end in other organizations opera-

tingooonear the front, was gassed ".o rme degree during the operations

along the Meuse rivero
1

Rpt, Medical Officer, 1'23rd MG Bn, in Med Hist of the 33rd Div, p.
26 (Med Dept Box 3704, fol I).
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Despite, 3r, possibly because of, t}. level of gas discipline that aeems

to have been maintained in the division, and the deep concern for gas die-

cipline by the highsr command. it was gas mask exhaustion as much as battle

exh&ustion that wore out the division. This is the study of a division that

was gassed incessantly until it broke down.,

Gas Discipline

The 33rd Division, known from its insignia as the Yellow Cross Division,

was organized at Camp Logan, Texas, in August 1917 frow Illinois National

Guard units brought up from duty along the Rio Grande. The division com-

prised the 129th and 130th Regiments, 65th Brigade, under Brig. Gene Edward

L, King; the 131st and 132nd Regiments, 66th Brigade, under Brig. Gen. Paul

A. Wolf; the 58th FA Brigade (which did not join the division in France until

after the war), and machine gun, eng5.neer, signal, and sanitary train com-

ponents. Tn command of the division was Maj. Gen. George Bell, Jro, *known

to the whole Regular Army as perhaps the most exacting inspector general

that was ever in its0 2

By February 1918 the customary administrative and personnel difficulties

of organization had been sufficiently resolved to begin intensive training

and schooling of the division, during which "the infantry was given tours of

duty in a system of trenches and was subjected to gas attacks arranged by

the British and French instructors to simulate as .3losely as possible actual

2
Majo Gen, Robert Lo BuJlard, Personalities and Reminisoenses of the War

(New York, 19?5), po 268.
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battle conditions of' the Allied westevn front,' 3

In April the division received over 7,000 recruits, to bring it up to

strength, and a month later sailed for France. Moving to its training area

near Abbevil1e, the 33rd Division began the program of retraining prescribed

by GHQ ARF, under the eye of the Fourth British Army, and on 4 July, much

against the wishes of Pershing, four companies of the 131st and 132nd In-

fantry participated with Ausf:*'alian troops in a minor operation against the

town of Hamel, east of Amiens. On 9 August, the entire 131st Infantry took

part in a British operation in the Somme valley. In a two-day battle for

bressaire Wood, the 131st lost 385 officers and men, and another 370 casual--

ties were suffered in the week that followed as the 131st held the wood

against almost continuous HE and gas fireo4

On 23 August, the division left the British front for the Toul sector

for final lorigade ai! division iiiaiieuvers, and kas joined there by the artil-

lery that was to serve it in the coming campaign, the 52nd FA Brigade (27th

Division)Y, under Brig. Gen. George A. Wingate. Two weeks later the division

was placed under the XVII French Corps, Second French Armrn, and oitcred

Frederic L. Huidecoper, The History of the 33rd Division, AoEoFo
(Springfield, 1921), I, 21o The Historbyte bvison v Ajutant, comprises
four volumes in the series, Illin6otis ntho World War, the first volume of
which is the narrative histo~r--- Tnm-qeat'iZT complete, but the his-
tory is singularly devoid of any opinion or judgmento Nowhere in the history
is the Division Gas Officer, 1st Lt. W. E. Vawter, mentioned, nor does any
record of his appear among the dooumentso

4
History, I, 30, 35 - 49; Col J. B. Sanborn, CO 131st Inf, Rpt on Opns

of 8 -1i0 Aug, 18 Aug (33rd Div Box 17, 20.1)o SOIs, 131st Inf, 10 - 19
Aug (same file) indicate that phosgene and/or mustard gas was fired on 131st
Inf positions on every one of those days.
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the line along Hill 304-Mort Homme-Cumieres, northwest of Verdun, completing

the relief of the French units on the morning of 10 September (Map No. I)o

Whether, nr not it was the Gressaire Wood experience that alerted the

division, the 351rd, on coming into the line, had a highly gas-oonscious com-

mand.

We ar6 now in the gas zone areaooooEvery possible precaution will be taken
regarding gaso The Division Commander directs and insists upon strict com-
pliance with his directtve that ga. officers and NCO's be used for no other
purpose except for gas instruction and enforcement of gas regulations0

The 132nd Infantry acted promptly in the case of a breach of gas disciplines

It has been observed that men attached to transport and supply companies are
very careless about their helmets and respiratorso ... Battalion, company and
platoon commanders will begin at once a thorough inspection of their sectors
to see Phat steel helmets andl gas respirators are worn at all times by all
troop so

This concern was also evident in an incident that occurred on the afternoon

of 13 September. During a gas mask inspection of Battery D, 106th FA, a

number of men from the 3rd Battalion, 131st Infantry, the veterans of

Gress&ire Wood, stocd around and made remarks "to the effect that gas was a

joke und, having been under fire several times, they were wise enough now

not to bother carrying maskso On nun:'.ous other occasions they Chad] laughed

and attempted to make fun of the artillerymen wearing masks 0 "

The incident was reported by the battery commander as detrimental to gas

4 discipline, and ton indorsements on his letter indicated that the matter was

not taken lightly,4 For one week, all companies of the 3rd Battalion were

FOe 32 and 33, 132nd Int, 7 and 9 Sep (33rd Div Box 20, 32.1). Such
oarelessness in discipline had been general throughout the division earlier.
S6e ltr Col S. D. Ardery, CGO II Corps to Asst CofS G - 3, 24 Jul, subs Gas

TTng in 33rd Div (33rd Div Box 11, 55).
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given an extra hour of gas mask drill daily and had read to them at each as-

sembly a letter from the 131st Infantry commander describing the offense and

closing with the warning that

A continuation of this spirit will result sooner or later in a large number
of casualties in your organization, when in action or subject to ga3 attacks,
and the fact cannot be impressed too strongly upon every man that his life
depends upon strict conformity to orders governing gas defense. 6

On the third day of the Sto Mihiel operation, the 33rd Division and the

79th to its left. passed to the oommand of Bullard's III Corps, and prepara-

tions began for the ooing Meuse-Argonne offensive. During this period,

"utmost stress was laid upon the absolute necessity for every precaution

against hostile aerial observation and gas attaokso" 7 Stress was also laid

upon the necessity for quiet and a minimum of movement , to conceal the in-

tensive preparations being made just behind the front lines for the coming

assault. A memo from the 65th Brigade commander to• division headquarters

reported an outbreak nearbys

We have received very strict ordern fror your office to keep quiet , out of
sight 0 and do everything possible to prevtnt the enemy from thinking any-
body is here. The 79th on my left is raising 1-1 -- machine guns, rifle
fire, grenades, and heaven knows what 0  hy only hope is that they are doing
so much the boche will realize they are a roodie outfit and naot pay any at-
tention to it, but can't you do something to get it stopped? 8

6
Ltr, CO Bty D 106th FA to CO 106th FA, 13 Sep , subs Gas Disc of Inf,

and 10 Inds (33rd Div Box 46, 40O7?3)

History, I, b8 - 59o

8
Memo, Brig Gen King to CofS 33rd Div, 18 Sep '33rd niv Box 139 32.15).
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Fortunately, as the division history said, most of the week "was marked by

bad weather.,,. and the comparative supineness of the enemy artillery.1'

On 19 September0 a four-page training circular on gas defense, with

particular emphasis on mustard gas, was distributed throughout the division,,,

This ciroular, which was the first issued by the division to order temporary

evacuation of' positions contaminated with mustard gas to alternate pasi,-

tions, "superseded all gas training oirculsr& up to that date." 9 The divl..

sion was to have need for all the gas discipline it could muster, for it

was to be under gas attack every day it spent along the meuse.

On the night of 21 - 22 September, the 4th and 80th Divisions were in-

serted between the 791h nnd 33rd, and on 24 September the division received

the order for the attack.

Plan of Attack

The First Army plan was to attack in the direction of Buzancy and

Storme, with III Corps (including the 33rd Division) on the right maintain-

ing liaison with Claudel's XVII Vrenca Corps, holding fast east of the

Mouse, and with I Corps on the far left keeping in touch with the advance of

Mangin's Fourth French Army.

The mission of III Corps was to advance across the Ruisseau de Forges

(Forges Brook) north to the Bois de Foret, above Erieulles-sur-Meuse, the

Tng Ciro ]"7 (35rd Div Box 10, 5043). There is no record that the of-
ficer and 30 NCO's per week authorized to attend AEF and I Corps Gas Schools
beginning 6 Oct, did so. By then, ciroumstanoes certainly militated against
ito (Ltr, TAG AEF to CG 33rd Div, 21 Sep, subs Instru in Gas Def, 33rd Div
Box 47, 565o2)o

- 7 "
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3J3rd division wheeling said organizing the 'wt bank of the Meuse $is quir.kly

as possible to protect the .Lrvy advance (see Map NoL. 1).

The initial objective of I:1 Corps was the enamy's Hagen Stellung, a

sories of trendhes exte•nding, west of the Meusee, frow. north and "est of

Ualtm=nourt through the Bois do rorges to the river,,, Beyo'td lay the Corps

4, Objective, the Volker St•ela. r• ouplex, which ran from Mantblainville, on

the edge of the Argonne Forest, across the front to Do anavoux. In the III

Corps sector, it skirted south of' Montfaucon. thence between the Bole de

Sachet and the Bois d'en Del&a and up the east edge of the Bois Jure to

the Mouse. Both enemy positions were to be overrun on the morning of the

first daayý

Above the firat two enemy positions was the .riomhilde Stellung, a

defensive belt on' this front from the Bois des Ogona to BrieuLlas-ar-

Meuse, with a second series of positions above that from Andsvinne to Dun-

suro1deus"e 0  The Ariy Objeotive, through the first line of the Kriemhilde

Stellung and inc Lding the heights of Romne? Cunel• and Brveulles was

to be reached during the afternoon of the first daye Penetration of the

Kriemhilde Stellung was to be eawpleted by exploitation that night.

The 33rd Division was to attack betwean the Passarelle du Dan (a

footbridge ecross Forg•, Brook midway between Bethincourt and the Moulin

H.istor, 6 -• , , 5 6 87o

IX\) 20, First- Arzy, 16 hre, 20 Sep, par 3(1 b (U., S 8AýTqIn the
World Ware _1917-n1919 (l9%H)L, 1,X 87; First Army Bof•-T2-'7-..
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de Paffooourt) and the Meusee and in one bound take Drillanoourt and the Bole

do Forges, advanoe to Dannevoux and organize the river front from Danuevoux

down to Cote de ,'Ole (Map Neo 2) The attack was to be made by the 66th Brig-

ado, with two battalions each of the 131st and 3.2nrd Infantry in line, reen-

forced by Company A, lot Gas and Flame Regiment, and aocompanied by nine

tanks. "Proper preoautions C3re to be] exercised against gas in passing

through woods and low ground."12

Opposite III Corps from Malanonurt to the Mouse were the 117th and

7th Reserve Divisions. All reserves were east of the Mouse, since Fifth

Army fully expected the next attack, extending the St. Mihiel operation, to

be made in that sector (Map No, 3). The rolling ground before Ill Corps

gave little observational advantage to the eneuy forcoe on the immediate

front, bit the enemy on the east bank of the Mouse had a oiear field of

observation well to the south of Forges Brook, and his artillcry on the

Cooea de Meuse comanded both sides of the river.

First Army appears to have been somewhat sanguine about the defensive

v•lue of the Mouse in its note that the river provided "easy protection

for the right or east flank of the proposed operation," yet it expressed

some concern about possible enemy observation and fire from Hill, 382, be-

low Bois Plat-Chene, and from the summits in the Bois do la Grande

12-
FO 23, 33rd Div, 9.00 aomo, 24 Sep, eap par 3(h)8 (33rd Div Box 5.

32ol). "In case of an advance Bois de Forges would undoubtedly be gassed0

It uhould be cleaned up quickly and vacated." Addenda to Intel Bul ',

33rd Div, 20 Sep (33rd Div Box 3, 20.6)o Rat the enemy did not gas the
wood during the attack.
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Montagne. As a result, XVII h'enoh Corps was directed to join in the pro-

paratory bombardment, to make deep raids at H hour, and to assist Army, III

Corps, and divisional artillery in an intense 15-minute neutralization with

yperite of known hostile artillery and observation points on the Mouse

* heights. 14

The Halt on the Corps Objeotive

A half hour 'before midnight on 25 September, corps artillery began its

preparation for the attacko At 0230 on the 28th the Army artillery joined

in9 and the 108th Engineers began construction of nine passages over the

marsh through which Forges Brook ran, using 12,000 fasoines it had pre-

viously preparedo At 0530 the divisional artillery, reenforced by twelve

French batteries, began its bombardment of near enemy positions and put a

standing barrage on the Bethincourt-Forges road as the troops came up and

began orossing the marsho1 5 There is no evidence that III Corps or 33rd

¶ Division assisted in the neutralization of the Meuse heights.

Adv-mning with artillery and machine gun barrages and concealed in

"smoke and morning fog9 the attack battalions of the 66th Brigade crossed

G - 3 Rpt, First Army, 7 Sep (USA in the WV.9 1, 73 - 74).

14 FO 20, First Army, 15 hra. 20 Sep9 pars 3(C). 3(H)6; Annex 1, Eploy-,

ment of Army Arty, 19 Sep (UIA in the W_, IX, 83, 86 - 87, 96).

15
Of the 80,000 rounds fired by III Corps that day, 33rd Div artillery

fired 36,000 75-mu and 50000 155-rn rounds (801 16, 33rd Div, 25 - 26 Sep,
in 33rd Div Box 2. 20ol)*

-12-
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the enemy wire and trenches, mot little opposition. and between 1,000 and

1,330 had flanked the Bols do Forges and reached the Corps and Army Objec-

tivese from Laiterie do Belhaine, east of Dannevoux, down t) the eastern

edge of the Bole do Forges, opposite Brabant, between five and seven kilo-

meters from the line of departure. During the last few hundred yards ad-

vanoe0 reported one battalion, "The entire skyline in front was dotted with

fleeing Booheo" 1 6

in the advance that morning, the 1M1st Infantry lost I officer and 19

men killed, 2 officers and 131 men wounded, while the 132nd Infantry lost

1 officer emid 15 men killed and 72 men wounded, for a total of 241 battle

casualties. Almost 19400 prisoners had been taken, as well as 42 guns and

17
mortars and 161 machine gunso

Similarly overruning the enemy forces on their fronts, the 80th and

4th Divisions to the left of the 33rd advanced to the Corps Objective on

the morning of the 26th and halted there to wait for V Corps, stopped at

Montfaucon, to come abreast. When ordered to continue the advance without

V Corps, almost six hours later, it was too late. The halt at the Corps

Objective, well below Brioulles, had been decisive0  The retreating enemy

had stopped and manned his defensive positions in the rear, as nearby re-

*1 serve forces came down to fill gaps in the line and distant reserve forces

History, 1, 69 ff; Opns Rpt, CO list Bn 131st Inf, nodo (33rd Div Box

19, X361 _
K 17

Historv 1, 76, 80; Brig Gen Wolf,, Opus in the Mort Homie Sector,
nodo IJr-•iv Box 15, 33o6), rpt, 131st Inf Engagement In Forges Wood,
26 Sep (33rd Div Box 19, 33o6)"

-13-
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were set in motions18

Elementa of the 5th Bavarian Reserve Division, ooming in to support the

'117th and 7th Reserve Divisions in the event of attaok, )ýad arrived at

Vilosnes at 0515, 26 September. At 1025 the German coumand learned that tho

Americans had broken through the defense line east of Montfauoon, and at

1155 elements of the division were across the Meuse and on the west edge of

the Bois du Fayso At 1800, its 12th Regiment had attacked the 4th and 80th

Di'risions ooming through the Bois de Septsarges.19

On the 27th, against mounting resistance, the left of the 11I Corps

line inched forward, coming to a stop along the line Hill 295-western edge

of Boim do Septsarges-through the Bois do Brioulles-Hill 280-north edge of

Bois do la Cote Lemonto 2 0 After the great stride made the first day, First

Army had come to a standstill along Apremont-Nantillois-Bois de la Cote

Lemont. The Army Objective was not to be reached for another fifteen days.

The War Diary of Artillerie Kommando (Arkjo 95, 7th Reserve Division,

reported the new disposition of troops and weapons made on the afternoon

of the 26th. As the Americans stopped their pursuit about noontime, the

18
Too late, FO 27, First Army, 23s50 hrs, 28 Sep, was to say that corps

were to advance within their zones of action without regard to objeotiveso
See original pattern of objectives, USA in the W, LE, 81o Cf. Liddell
Hart, The Real War, 1914-1918 (Boston TI3T"o 465 - 666.

19
5th BaT Res Div WD, 26 Sep (5th Bay Res Di- WD&A, 23 Sep - 10 Nov,

German-File's Box 149, fol II, pp J 2- I).

20
III Corps Rpt of Opns, 9 Sep - 11 Nov (IIi Corps Box 4, l1o4)o

- 14 -



scattered forces of the division ha].ted, the 5th Bavarian Reserve Division

arrived to fill in their gaps, and the 147th Infant r , 37th DivisL1on was

brought up as support at Brieulles. Two battalions cf field guns saved

from capture were put across the river near Vilosnes an a flanking gruup,

and a heavy battalion, tw long mortar batteries, a a 15-am oaunon bat-

tory were reorganized back of the field guns as the hsavT flanking group.

At least five other field batteries from reserve were hastily brought

down, to augment the light flanking group. 2 1

While these dispositions were being made, the let Austro-Hungarian

Division (4uK) was directed by Maa6 Oat "to suppcrt with all means the

Maas West seotor," resetting its artillery groups "for operations against

the wo4t bank of the Meuse." To this end, a number of field and heavy

batteries from the 15th Division were transferred to swell the artillery

22groups of the lst Austro-Hungarian. On the 27th, still more artillery

was brought down "to support the [German forces on thoj west bank of the

Meuse with flanking fire." The artillery of the lot Austro-Hungarian was

ordered "to put fln•ming fire in the area between Danneroux-Gercourt and

21
Arko 95 WD, 26 Sep (7th Res Div-Sub Units-WD&.A&, 23 Sep - 11 Oct,

German Fifes Box 155, fol.op. 5 Arko 17 WD, 26 - 30 Sep (5th Bay
Res Div-Sub Units-WD&A, German Files Bo0x-• fol IIIa& pp. 210 7-77IT)-
rpta that a, flankirg group remained on the east bank under the 7th Res Div,
the rest of its batteries moving to the Bois de Cunel and Clery'Tle WandTe,
their prinoipal targets the Bois du Fays, Bois do Brieullos, and Bois Cote
Lemonto)

22
Meg, Maas Oat, to LKuK, 26 Sep, end Maas Ont Opns 0 3803, 26 Sep

(Maas Oat S Corps- Annexes, 18 Sep '- German Files Box 116,
foi II, ppo 8,I11).

- 15-
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in the Bois do Forges," to prevent enemy crossing of the Mouse in that seo-

tor, and to "fire unconditionally with everything they have. Conservation

-of wmiunmition is of no importance."3

While the 7th Reserve Division sought to collect its scattered forces

and move them into the Vilosnes-Sivry sector, the 5th Bavarian Reserve

Division, spanning the river at Brioulles, temporarily consolidated the

7th Reserve artillery with its own. When the 7th Reserve was in place, it

was to resume command of its flanking group on the west bank, receiving

m~ssions from Maas Westo 24

Over the next several days, as Maac Oat assured its divisions on

either side of the river that there was "adequate time to get out orders

for the re&ulation of methods of annihilation fire..oreciprocal grouping

of art-Llleryo.ocommunioations and liaison with neighboring divisions," the

artillery defense was caomletedo "Large yellow oross shoota,°oaer;] to

be prepared" and submitted for approval by 2 October 0
2 5

2T--
Maas Ost WD, 26 Sep (German Files Box 115. fol I, po 22); Maas Ost

Rpt 141" 2"Sep (German Files Box 116, fol II, ppo 14 - 15),

24
Maas West Cora Orders 501, 515, 27 - 29 Sep (Maas West WD&A,

24 SeFo - o-, erman. Plies Box 50, fol II, ppo 34, 36, 4M

Notet 7th Res Div %rty (Arko 95) operated intact but the troops of
the division seem ToThave b6en intermingled with those of tite let A-H Dive
The German maps, below, make this clear, but no oonfirming rpt ia-E ie-

foundo

25
Maas Oat Order 3917, 30 Sep (German Files Box 48, fol 810/32.13)o A

prisoner on the Z8th was to report the arrival of 3 or 4 divisions on III
Corps front, along with much arty on the east bank, including long naval
guns (SO1 19, 33rd Div, 28 - 29 Sep)o

-16-
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/sHarassing Fire with HE and Gas

On 27 September, as enemy artillery began systematia shelling of the

Bois do Forges, Cumieres, and the back areas, the 6bth Brigade of 33rd Div-

ision, inaotivs in the assault, advanced to positions west of Dannovoux

preparatory to relieving the 80th Division in the Bois do Ia Cote Lemont and

Bois de Dannevouxo Driven back repeatedly by enemy machine guns in the Bois

du Fays, the 4th Division needed assistance, as did V Corps to the left, and

first a regiment, then the entire 80th Division, was to be syrang around to

the left flank of the 4th Division. Owing to delay of orders, a German

counterattack from Brieulles on the morning of the 28th, and extremely

heavy enemy fire with "many gas shells," it was the morning of the 30th be-

fore the 33-d Division relief of the 80th was completedo 2 6

During the enemy shelling on the 27th, twelve 77-mm diphosgene and

chloropicrin shells were reported to have fallen just beyond the village

of Forgeso No troops were in the immediate area at the time and the gas

was said to have been quickly dispersed by the wind. Nevertheless, the

next day 4ý men of Company A, ist Gas Regiment, and 3 men of the 131st

26
FO 24, 33rd Div, 10030 pomo, 28 Sep; HistoU, I, 85 - 89. Tele order,

G - 3, First Army to III Corps, I159 porn, 26 Sep (USA in the WW, IX, 135)
directed "lengthening out the defensive front of 33•aJo---

"Hostile shellirg on front with intense fireooooGas concentrations
used during night [fromJ right bank of Mouse River" (Mags G - 2 65th Brig
to G - 3, 34rd Div, 7115 a.,m., 10s15 aomo, 30 Sep, in 33rd Div Boxes 6 and
13, 32.16).

It was probably the 80th Div that received the "ordered contamination of
the village of Dannevoux and Bois des Moriaux with yellow oross..eoarried
out by Group R t Edleman [n hill E of Villeneuve Fme: early this morningS, •he 3'1_T1Ai-ko Ist A-H daily rpt, Ita.)in Files Box 2, fol I, p.0

- 17 -
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Infantry, in the Forges area, were evacuated with severe syzptoms cf chloro.-

plorin poisoning. Investigation by Ist Lt. W. Ea Vawter, Acting Division

Gas Officer , indicated that all 46 men had drunk coffee that had probably

been made from contaminated sheollThole water, since the KP who had been

sent for fresh water, almost a kilometer diatant, had returned in a suspi-

ciously short timeo 2 7

All four regiments of the 33rd Division - the 130th and 129th Infan-

try, in li.ne at the bend of the Meuse, and the 131st and 132nd,, between

Dannevoux and Forges -- were within range of enemy gun groups in the Bois

de Chatillon as well as the Bois de Consevoye (Map Noe 4)o. While the 65th

Brigade was being subjected to periodic bursts of gas shell on the 29th the

30th,, the 66th Brigade reported "heavy gas shelling Eith yellow cross and

chloropicriil- during the night Fof 29 - 30 September] in the Bois de Forges

areao" The Division Gas Officer was to report only a single episode in the

widespread gas shelling that nighto Approximately fifty 105'mm mustard

gas shells fell in the vicinity of the 2nd Battalion, 132nd Infantry, at

1730 on the 29the A single gas shell, making a direct hit on the entrance

t77
Ltr, LAct-,7 DP0 to COO III Corps, 7 Oct, Rpt B-2 (WD Hist Box 300,

33.6; GAF-33rd Div)o

Notes There Is no DPO file and no DGO correep in 33rd Div records.

His reports and corresp have been found in GAF, WD Hist, III Corps , and
First Army records.

28
The arty of the lt A-H Div. in position between the Bois do la Grande

Montagne and the Bois do Mnionvoye, kept the areas around Dannevoux and
opposite Consenvoye and Brabanxt under gas and HE fire 0 See let A-H Div

order 420/8, 28 Sep and rpts 29 Sep (Italian Files Box 2, fot-.-p.9,
149 50).
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to H Company lieadquetrters dugout in the Bois do Forges, reportedly produced

all the casualties result.ing from the attack -- 2 officers and 25 men.

Whea the shell burst, all in the dugout masked at once, but no effort

was made to leave the areao About an hour later the company commander, who

had been to the gas school at St. Valery and should have known better-, re-

moved his mask and so did the rest of the wene The company gas NCO re-

marked on the strong odor of gas in the dugout and suggeated, evacuation of

the area, but the company commander thought it only the smell of drugs,

since the dugout had recently been a. German dressing station.

At 20O0 the Battalion Gas Officer and Assirtant Division Gas Officer

heard of the gas attack from another company that passed near H Colmpany

dugout and at once went over and ordered immediate evacuation of the area.

Shortly after, all 27 headquarters mon, who had been exposed for over azi

hour to the mustard gas fumes, developed serious ,ye complications0  Two

Df the men, who had apparently inhaled high concentrations of the gas

when it struck the dugout, died two days lktoer 2 9

Both the 80th and 4th Divisions had been subjected to far more in-

tense gas and HE fire than the 33rd IL the first three days of the cam-

paign, and with the failure of their repeated assaults on the line

Ltr, Act& DUO to 010 III Corps, 7 Oct, Rpt B-2 (GAF-33rd Div). Cfo
FM CO 132nd Inf to G - 3 33rd Div. 1 2s 2 0 pomo, 30 Saeps "Last night my
left battalion was heavily shelled with guso One shell broke in frcnt of
hq at Coo Ho Company Comdr, Capt Dauberfield, Lt Heath, the !at Sgt, and
16 men gassed and evacuated during the night" (33rd Div Pox 6, 32ol6)o

Notes Deupite the date on ltr above, the III COC eoelvcd no rpts of gas
atk from his D)O4s until after 9 Oct0  See memos to DGOs 4th, 80th, 33rd
Divs, 5 and 9 Oct, re no gas attack rpto 26 Utp tr; late (III Corps Box
39, 63.33).
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CiargvpB-Brieullea on 28 and 29 September, the attacking power of III Corps

wani -pn, It was clear that, -the (.*rman batteries in the Bois do ZWhaktillon

arid on t1.- heights beyoaid had to be silenced, and 'that the Germa~n defense

fit Brioulles~, forming a taotioally favorable point d'appui or atrongpoint

at 1;he belnd of the Mouse, -curt be dislodged. U~nless III Corps could get

above Brinuliea, -xn extension of -the fighting front across the House would

be imxperative, and much sooner than plarned.

As 'the 65th Brigade took over the 80th. Division aector,, III Corps

dirootod the 33rd Division to organize a 6tout outpost lineo from the ntume-*

less hill south of Brioulles-Cote 294-the bend of the Meuse-Cote do V10ie;

to construct 9. main line of resistance along the Saptaarges-Dannvvouix

road; and to begin patrolling the Mouse east of the Bois de Forges arid

reconnoiter for farda along the river C late. 30

The 130th Infantry, (.on the hill below Brioulles~, found that "its

bousgs were ful~l of xsaohino guns,," with at least fifteen seen in action

on one oocasiono Immobilized by artillery f'ire from the Bois do Clhitillon

and the ridge above Vilosnes, the 130th and 129th Infantry were also swept

by frequent bursts of' ioachine gun fire from the edg!e of the wood and. from

31
the vi.llage of Vilosnes,, Enfilade fire from the vicinity of Sivry began

coming into the 66th Brigade sector on the night of 30 Septembexr and

31

501 130th inC9, 22 anp 5 Oct (33rd Div Boxt 17, 3202 3l5).

-21
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continued through the next day, as the 66th Brigade to the south reported

gas and shrapnel on Forges wood at the rate of four rounds per minute

through the midnight hours of 30 Septembero 3 2

Obuiorving artillery moving up to support the 65th Brigade on I

October, 7th Reserve Division ordered its artillery "to destroy with all

means the enemy aritillery moving into position,, Whenever possible gas is

to be used." A soeond ordor, to gas the Bois do Brioulles and Boeis des

Moriaux on the night of 1 - 2 October, was carried out in the morning

hours of the 2nd.
3 3

Confirming these enemy gas missions, the 65th Brigade reported gas

concentrations on Butel ravine &nd the Dennevoux Septarges valley at 1845

and 0230 on the night of I . 2 October. The gas attack on the 130th In-

fantry sector at 1845 was said to have been ineffective when the wind blew

DOR•, 66th Brig. 30 Sep - I Oct (33rd Div Box 15, 33.1)- 80' 22,
33rd Div,9 I 2 Oat.

33
Div Orders,9 1 Oct (7th Res Div WD&A, 18 Sep - 19 Oat, German Files

Box 155, fol 1, pp 1.27, I o

Maas Ost Order 3964, 1 Oat, called for "gas shoot into Bois des

Moriauxoooand Bois de Forgesoooto prevent preparation of material for
hasty bridges," the gassing to be carried out at irregular times between
2200 ard 0500 (German Files Box 48, 810/32o13)o

Me.as Gat WD, 2 Oat, said that blue cross had been used in the usual
hara6sUTTire that mornirg on ravines, roads, villages, and woods up to

the line Nsntillois'-Montfaicon-Malanoourt (German Files Box 115, fol I&,
pý. 19), There was nD word of the gas shoots in any of the speolfied
wood so

Notes Orders and reports on IM and gas missions in the German
records are fairly complete from I Oct on, but almost nowhere %re the
number of rounds given for these missionso Thus it is possible to con-
firm most German gas mis.sions but not their degreeo

-22- 2
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the get into -the zone of the 4th DivisaLon,.' In tho 120th Infantry sector,

in tkie Bola dies iortauxc, a report cf W"some gas shell.s" was made just aftter

rmidnig'ht ).Tn 2 October.• At 0654, It was reported that th* Ugav attack

)la.unched against the 129th is still going on* Attaok ia coming fror

V Ilones, Our artillery is firing on that town." A messaee at 0712 said

the artillery had "stopped the gas attaok,," 35

The Division G0& Officer was to report only 60 rounds of 77-me yellow

oroam shell fi.red on the elope below -the Bois des Moriaux at 0530 that

morni.ngo The 129th Infantry,, in the wood, reported no casualtieso 3 6 On

the evening of 2 October, the 66th Brigade reported 150 gas shells in a

Prijther heavy bombardment of large oaliber shrapnel and gas on the front

of the 130th Infantry, cauning 3 killed a&v 7 wounded. Our artilleryo.o

sijenced the enemy°"37 No DGO report has been found for this shelling.

SCI 22s, 3,3rd Dim 1- 2 Oct; Histo I, 90. III Corps Opai Rpt,
L - 2 Oct (USA in the WW, LE, 208) said about 300 oneevzing and phosgeno
gas c•hells weFr d nto the ravine und valley.

35
Mu, G -. 2 65th Brig to G -- 3 33rd Dlv, 5s26 a.mo, 2 Oct; Meg, Lt

Prosser -to G - Z 33rd Div, 6S6i Some; Meg, 65te Brlg to 33rd Div, 7s12
&o.,. (3•rd Div Box 6, 3201oS)o

36
Lt•, Aotg DG0 to CGO III Corps, 7 Oct, Rpt B-2; FM Osborne ROO l129th

Inf to DGO 33rd Div , ils0 aom 2 Oct (33rd Div Box 15, 32ol6), rptd "two
or three casualties."

Unreported by the DWO was the shelling of "the approaches and orossirg
places over the Meuse with yellow orobs" by the Ist A-H arty on the morn-
ing of 2 Oct (Daily rpt, 2 Oct, It&iLan-files Box'.7l I, p. 171).

37
Meg, G - 2 65th Brig to G - 3 33rd Div, 4s50 pox, 2 Oct; Meg, CO

"b5th Brig to CG 33rd Div, 900 p•mo., 2 Oot (33rd Div Box 6,, 32o16)_,

-23-
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As will be shown later, both the German orders and the 33rd Division

reports in the first week of the campaign apparently exaggerate the quantity

of gas shell being used0  Yet some proportion of gas shell was fired in the

nightli, harassing missions aml no part of the 33rd Division sector was ex-

empt from this fire. As a redult, the troops were kept alert and in their

masks through most of each night. The effectiveness of the fire, by wear-

ing down the troops through keeping them awake and masked, is only partly

revealed in the number of gas cases recorded each day. The gas casualties

reported by the DGO and those actually admitted to the gas hospital on 1

and 2 October , for example , totaled 16 and 33, respectivelyo

Althoug;h the 33rd Division artillery had large stocks of gas munitions

on hand, they were not used, and such retaliation as there was for the

nightly gassing by the enemy was inadequate. At 2300 on 2 October, after a

day9 s delay owing to unfavorable winds, a gas projector shoot was carried

out by Company F, lst Gas Regiment, to inflict casualties on the enemy

forced around Vilosneso Although 50 phosgene drums were launched from pro-

jeotore installed near the center of the Bois des Moriaux, the attack was

said to have resulted in ,nly two casualties, accordling to a later prisoner

interrogation report, because of the high wind at the time and the fact

that few men were in the vicinity of the target area when the shoot eo-

ourredo 8

Ltr, CGO III Corps to C CW3, 12 Nov, subs Rpt on Gas Activities for
Oct (GAF-III Corps)o A repeat of this attack on the morning of 5 Oct was
not carried out owing to unfavorable winds, nor on 6 Oct, "owing to diffi-
oulties making it impossible to complete operations in one night" (Opna 0
2, let GR, 4 Oct and pencil note, 33rd Div Box 12, 63•3, and Memo, Co F,
lst G0i to CO 65th Brig, 6 Oct, subs Canoellation of proposed Gas Opn, 33rd
Div Box 13, l2o8)o

-24-
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Exoept for a brief HE bombardment, there was no immediate reprisal by

the enemy for the gas projeotor attack. The 7th Reserve Division artillery

order for the night of 2 - 3 October was to be substantially repeated

through the week that followed as the enemy sought to wear down the American

troops on his front and prevent them from crossing the rivers

Harassing fire with HE and gas on Boes de Laimorit [cote Lamont], Bois da
Dannevoux9 Bois des Morlaux; long-range fire on Dannevoux and Garoourt, and
on the Dannevoux-Vilosnes, Dannevoux-Septsarges, Dannevoux-Gercourt, and
Gercourt-Cuisy-Montfaueon roads las well as other targets to the left of
the 33rd Division- At 9s30 po.o, increase of gas shells in the harassing
fires, espeoiall3Fon Bois des Moriaux and Bois de Septsarges, and 150 10-om

HE and blue cross on Bois de Brieulles. 3 9

Of this gas shelling, the Division Gas Officer reported only 12 yellow

cross shells that fell among 90 men of the 129th Infantry in the Bois Jure

at 043Co Six men who were sprinkled with the liquid from the bursting

shells were said to have been evaouatedo4 0 Hospital records, however, show

that 21 gas cases were admitted on 3 October and 22 on 4 October, prinoi-

pally from the 129th Infantry and the 123rd MG Battalion, in the 66tk- Brig-

ads sector.

Arko 95 order for 7 porm 2 Oct to 7 aomo 3 Oct (7th Res Div-Sub Units-
I1&A, 23 Sep-l1 Oct, Arko 95 annexes, German Files Box 155, foT II, p. 61).
Fol I in this file con~af-ndivisional morning and noon reports confirming
these fire missions°

40

L;r, Aotg DGO to CGO III Corps, 7 Oct, Rpt B-2. III Corps Opns Rpt,
2 - 3 Oct (USA in the WY, IX, 210), reported 200 Kas shells in Bois Jure
and on HilI-94o
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Reaution of the Advanoe

On the evening of 3 October, the 33rd Division reoeived the First Army

order resuming the attack, in an effort to pierce the Kriemhilde Stellungo

In the assault, III Corps was to penetrate the enemy position between Cunel

and Brioulles, advancing to the heights northeast of Cunel. and then sweep

east to the Mouse, cutting off Brieulleso The 80th Division, on the left

of the 4th Division, was to attack along the Bois des Ogons to the North

edge of the Bois des Rappes; the 4th Division through the Bois du Fays to

the north edge of the Bois de Poret and then east to the river. The 33rd

Division was to hold its positions and proteot the flank of the attaok. 4 1

For the attaok, three field batteries and four machine gun companies

of the 33rd Division were moved into the northwest edge of the Bois de la

Cote Lemont, to assist the 130th Infantry in breaking up possible enemy

counterattacks between the Bois do Brieulles, Bois do Foret, and Brioulles.

As the hour of attack approached, the remaining divisional artillery pre-

pared to bombard Brioulles arnd its defenses to the northwest, and to neu-

tralize with H3 the enemy guns in the Bois de Chatillon. Bois do Sartelle,

and the two ravines east of Liny-devant-Duno4 2

The enemy artillery order for the night of 3 - 4 October indicated

no particular awareness of the impending attack as it oeolled for

41
PO 33, First Army noon, 1 Oct; 7O 22, III Corps, 9800 aom*, 3 Oct;

YO 26, 33rd Div, lOs15 poflo, 3 Oct0

42
t 1, 92- 93o
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harassing fire with surprise burst* of gas and HE at irregular Intervals
ono owoods of Dannevous, Moriaux and Jura, on Dannevoux and GetOourt,
and on roads running from Dannevoux to Septoerges, Viloanes and Geroourt. 4 3

The 66th Brigade, along the west bank of the ileukie, reported heavy shell

fire and gas along its entire frort from 0215 to 0330, the 131st Infantry

specifying it as tear [ohloropiorin]? g&3*44 Of the gas shelling in this

brigade sector, Lieutenant Vowt-er was to report only an undetermined num-

ber of yellow cross shells that fell in the Bois do Forges some timo that

night resulting in a highly-contaminated area that was discovered by a gas

officer tho next morningo Guards were at once postedo In the 65th Brig-

ade sector,, however, Vawter said 300 gas and HE shells were reported to

have fallen into the southeast corner of the Bois de Septearges between

midnight and 0600 on the 4tho There were two casualties.4

It is apparent from Lieutenant Vawter's long, belated report on gas

attacks up to 7 October that it was not possible to report the numerous

areas subjected to bursts of gas,, and he could only say that in general.

the sector of the 65th Brigade north and west of Pannevoux had been

heavily shelled with HE, yellow cross, and blue cross every nighto He

Arko 95 order for 7 porno 3 Oct to 7 aomo 4 Oct (7th Rles Div, above,
pe 62.J

Msg, CG 66th Brig to G - 3 33rd Div, 6s10 aaw.. 4 Oat; Msg, G - 2
131st Imt to CG 33rd Div, n~ho, 4 Oot.(33rd Div Box 6, 32.16). see also
301 23, 24, 33rd Div, 2 - 4 Oat; 801, 131st W,9 3 -5 Oct (33rd Div Box
1*3, 20.1).

Ltr, Aotg DUO to CGO III C, 7 Oct, Ipt B-2.
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might have said the same for the sector of the 66th Brigade, south of

Dannevoux ,,46

In the attack launched by First Army at 0525 on 4 October, the 80th

and 4th Divisions almost reaohed the Gunel-Brioulles road, when savaga

artillery and machine gun fire and counterattacking forces from Brieulles

hurled them back to their former positions. For the next two days, as

all available guns of Army and corps concentrated on the enemy batteries

in the Bois de Chatillon, 33rd Division guns pounded Brieulles, and its

troops attempted, without success, to take Teton Trench (Map Noo 5 and

sketch of Brioulles), in an effort to protect the 4th Division foroes,

which had got into the Bois du Fays, 1trom intense flanking machine gun

fireo
4 7

At 1800 on the night of 6 October, 20 Allied planes carried out a

bombing raid on Brieulles1 , setting fire to a part of the town. Seven

hours later the III Corps O.as Officer signalede "HamiltonL80th Divi-

~48
sionj is going to throw i,.,i into,.Brieulles at 4 A0 o" Begiining at

0400, 80th Division 752 ,,, fired 1,000 phosgene shells into Brieulles,

following up with an equal mixture of HE and yperite shells for thirty

minutes, and then yperiLte shells alone until 1,500 No. 20 shells had been

46
See Analysis, p. 92a

47 See 65th Brigade momo orders, 4 - 8 Oat (33rd Div Box 13, 32.13).

48
Meg, COO Xersca to G - 3 33rd Div, IsO0 a.mo, 7 Oct.
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put into the town° All diTisions in the vioinity were notif'.ed "to take

the necessary preoautions when the town is takeno"4 9

Although the entire front beoime "very quiot" after the rain of de-

struction on Brieulles, 5 0 its defenses in front of the town and on the

ridge to the northwest were quickly restored. Teton Trench, said the

65th Brigade commander, had in the past week been "fairly well shot to

pieces," but on the afternoon of the 7th he had to admit that "a con-

siderable amount of machine gun fire was still coming from that loca-

tion." 5 1 Meanwnhile, determined to hold the Bois du Fays, a salient

with enemy troops pressing on both fl&,aks and with strongly entrenched

forces above in the Bois de Malaumont, III Corps ,alled the 33rd Divi-

sion for assiatanceo On the morning of 7 October, the 3rd Battalion,

132nd Infantry, and its machine gun company were sent in to relieve the

regiment of the 4th Division. in the Bois du Fayso 5'

49
Memo, Robbe CGO III Corps to C CWS Att Def Div, 8 Oct (GAF-III

Corps); ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS Att Def Div , 27 Oct, subs Record
of G&s Atks (First Army Box 340, II1 CGO); ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS,
12 Nov, subt Rpt on Gas Activities for Oct 0  This corresp indicates
that the 4th and 80th Diva fired considerable gas shells during the
period, the 33rd Div none.

50
Mag, Prosser List Lt, III Corps LO at 65th Brig: to G - 3 33rd Div,

9s15 aire., 7 Oct (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16), reported oomple'ýion of the gas
mission. "Entire front now very quieto"

51
Msg, CG 65th Brig to G - 3 33rd Div, 12s25 porm*, 7 Oct (33rd Div

Box 6, 32.16o)

On 9 Oct, 4th Div put 400 yperite shells into Brieulles &nd the next day
osptured Teton french. Brieulles however was not to be taken until the
end of the montho

52
Hi stos. I, 96 - 97• 100.o
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Gas Attack on the Bois des Morlaux

The only major gas attack on the 33rd Division during the operation

occurred on 5 October. The initial gas bombardment occurred between 0200

and 0330 when approximately 1,500 green, blue, and yellow cross 77 and

105-rmm shells were fired into the Bois des Moriaux, opposite Vilosnes, an

area of approximately one square kilometer (Map No0 6).

Nothiz% has been faind to suggest that this attack was in reprisal

for the gas projector shoot of 2 Octobero More likely it was the threat

of a possible crossing at that point, indicated by the continued heavy

fire of -the trench mortars in the wood, that the enemy sought to neutral-

ize. But the gas shoot got none of the mortarmen, for they regularly

withdrew to the Bois Jure when not firing.

The wood was occupied at the time by the lst Battalion and part of

the 2nd Battalion, 129th Infantry, a total of approximately 1,100 men.

Evacuation of the area was impossible, as the enemy held the men there

with intense HE fire and air-burst shrapnel following the gassing. Dur-

ing the &ttack, a message from the 131st Infantry on the right said; "HE

shells and gas from 12030 to 2:30 [icj, two wounded, three gassed.

129th very heevily shelled during same period." 5 3

Between 0815 and 0845, another 700 gas shells were reportedly put

into the wood And again evacuation was blocked by follow-up HE fire 0  At

1515 that afternoon, 400 more gas shells fell on the slope just south of

the wood, as troops attempted to move down to escape the gas-filled wood.

Meg, 3rd Bn 131st Inf to CO 131st Inf, 2s55 a.m., 5 Oct (33rd Div
Box 18, 216 )216
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Altogether, it wLs estimated tnat 1eýtween 5,000 and 7,000 shells had been

fired into th&t square kilomoter ýhet day, 2.600 of them gas shellsoE4

As soon as night had fallen, the wood was completely evacuated0  Cas-

ualties resulting from the prolonged gas attack were reported by Lieuten-

ant Vawtor as 3501 Including two men killed by fragments of exploding gas

shells. forty men were evacuated with lung complications. the remainder

with eye or body burns. The most serious oases, those with lung compli-

cations , were said to have been the result of either close-bursting

shells or long exposure. Some of the men had kept their masks on as long

as six hours before succumbing to the discomfort of the masks 5 5

A brigade report said that the Ist Battalion, 129th Infantry, lost

5 officers and approximately 375 men in the prolonged gas attack, and the

54
No arty order has been found for this atk in the records of the 7th

Res Div, 5th Bay Div 1st A-H Div,, Maas Ost, or Maas West. Arko 95 orier
for 7 pom.7 4 Cot to 7 aomo, 5 0Ot called only for t•.e usuaYTrising
fire with sudden gas concentrations on the woods of Moriaux, Septoarges,
and dVen Dela, on Dannevoux, Gercourt, taid the roads out of Dannevoux,
with other targets out of -'he 33rd DJ.v sector (German Files Box 155, fol
I1, po 65, confirmed in Morning Rpt, po 66)_

Daily Rpts, 7th Re. Div 5, 6 Oct, confirms the gas attacks "At 2s00
aom,, 8%00-9-O amoo, and 3.00-4,00 pomo, Bois des Moriaux eontaminated
with yellow cross" (7th Res Div WID5A, 13 Sep - 19 Oct, German Files Box
155, fol £, pp,, 160 TTf1W; also in Maas Oat WD, 5, 6 Ot,, German
Files Box 115, fol I, po 39)0

55

Rpt on Gas Atk, 7 Oct (WD Hist Box 300, 33.6; GAP-33rd Div); Spen-.
-or, H1o 365 - 66.

Di-" G - 2 seems not to have been aware of this gas attack, but in a rare
detailed aocountin 6 it did report on 4 - 5 Oct "Heavy intermittent shell-
ing with n and gas of areau Bois Jure, Dois Septsarges, Gercourt"; 159
gas shells between 1140-1155, 4 Oct, on the Forges-Cummieres road; 96 gas
shells on the same road at 2315; 24 gas shells on Forges at 0300, 5 Oct;
snd heEtvy shellinK with '00 HE and gas rounds on the front line area from
Dannevoux to Bois do Fort ")s between midnight and 0230, 5 Oct (SO1 25, 33rd
Div-, 4 - 5 Oct),, There is no mention of the atk in SOI 26, 5 - 6 Oct, either.

- 34-.
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next day the battalion was

withdrawno,,oto Regime.tal Reserve [;outh of Hill 28D on]j aocount Qoij
long continuous service in the line and having sufferesheavy casualties
E-rom] enemy artilleryocand the enemy gas attack of October 5th.o0 o
Orders Fier~e issued to all units of the Brigade to insure men proteoting
themselves by proper wearing of the gas mask in case of gas attacks.

As a result of the gas attack, together with earlier HE and gas casualties,

the effective strength of the lst Battalion was now reduced to 16 off leers

and 305 men,, Apparently refusing tn believe so many casualties could be

caused by gas, the brigade began an investigation at once "to determine

the actual number of serious cases, with a view to having returned to duty

those not seriously gassedo" 5 6 No record of the investigation has been

found, but a regimental memo issued on 6 October , containing detailed in-

structions on protection against gas before, during, and after an attack,

indicated the line of investigations

It has been report~dooothat in the reoeut attack on our First Battalion,
that after the main attack in which men wore their masks from 3 to 5
hours, men removed masks when they could still smell as strongly andno0
only mouth-pieces and nose-clips were used [thereafter .... Brigade has
directed that any man who does this will be carried on the sick report as
'Gassed, not in line of duty'o SBRs can be worn a day and night without
injury, and eye casualties due to this improper use will be considered
self-inflicted woundso57

In the week that followed the gassing of the Bvis des Morlaux, -the

Division Gas Offioer was to say that no real gas attacks occurred , although

56
Chron Reo of Events of f5th Brig, 5 - 7 Oct (.33rd Div Box 13, l1o5);

SI, 97; II, 597o

57

Memo, PC Pinetree [129th In•f, 6 Oct (33rd Div Box 15, 32ol3).

Now,
- 3• °o

*!



considerable asounts of gas were used each day in harassing fire.58 On 6

O0 tober#, he reportod that 75 77-an mustard gas shell.s oa~sed 27 eye oasual-

ties omong 1.6E men of I Caipany, 3rd Battalion, 129th Infantry, in th4 Role

Rondo The noxt day-, an estimated 175 rounds of mustard gas, with some

phosgene, landed among 425 men in the Bois Jureo Most of the 150 oasurt•.-

'ties evacuated were in K Company, 129th Infantry, and since thm woods were

under direct observation of the Gerrman lints across the river, evacuation

was not possible until nightfall. The gansed area was posted end put

under guard, bat during the next three days, "25 menooomanageid to pass

through the area" and all were subsequently evaoiated to the gma•. hospital. 5 9

The Division Gas Offioer did not report the 2 cfflcers and L6 Me•,

"wounded and gassed" in this same 3rd Battalion or, 8 October when it -as

shelled near Danmevoux as it begin ovi•ig d'jwn, to the Bole de Forges, pre-

pararory to c roasing toe Moues ,it CI'Oyeo In addition to direct

59

AA'ko 95 orders for nights of 5 - 6 Oct, 6 - 7 aot, and 7th Rcs DI.v

order to irty on 7 Oct all oulld for "harassing fire and suden ooncentra-
tions of gas, on the woods , rvities, villages, and roads in the 33rd Div
seotcor (7th Roes Div-Sub Unints-Arko 95 Ann.exes, Girman Fil.e Bax 155, lol II,

ppo 67, 9;7W -We aDiv IV XA, 0 t 1fol, p . 17 3),,

59
Ltr. DGO to CGO III Corpi• 13 Oct, subs Gas Rpts (GAF-33rd Div)o

Chron Reo of Svents of 1.29t Inf, t Ot (33rd Div Box 15, 11.5 and Histoorv Y

IIL 645) says that on the 7th, 3 officers and 106 men of the 3rd B F-

atchd machine gun company werv wounded and gassed in the Bole Rond [not

Beis Jurel.
60

Chron Rea of Events of 1ýfht 8 Oct; History, II, C45; Morning Rpt,
7th Res Div, 9 Octs "At 10 pma 1- 0otu o -•nstallments of oontamina-

tion flre 'on Dannevous"' (7th Res Div WD&A, Gerumn FiLEa Box 156, fol I, po
182).
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shlung, the 3la9th Infanitry also suffered from indirect gaassing in the B~ois

don )Acriftux, as the 130th Infantry, to its left, in the Bois do Dannevoux,

pointed out$

Gas shellsi, froquently mixed with HE and ahrapnie1 (nir bursts)~, are almost
aonatantly thrown in great numbers In the wooded ar~ea adjacent to thle out-
post zonte. If a south wind is blowing the enemy may Mhell, the valley,, ex-,
ttindl.YA frow Dannavoux oust to the Youse river, a very concentrated Mustard
gas being used, the wiud oarryjng it Into the Bois dos Morlaux where it
olings persistently for day*."

With the 129th in the Bols den Morlaux was t~io 102nd Trench Mosrtor Battery,

mst of whose mortars were concentrated in that wood. The history of the

battery was to say that nnliy its weapono were maintained Am the *ood, with

all olse baak in the Bois Jura, "on acconnt of the large amount of gas which

the enemy contirnued to fire Into the valley of Daruxevoux and th8 Bois des

Moriauxotf6
2

Between the enemy harassing fire with gas night after night and the

gas attack of 5 October,, the severe drain on the strength of the 129th In-

faxitry resulted on the 8th in a memo to all battalion commanderas

The rapid depletion of the fighting strangth of the regiment, due to the
evacuation of largo numbers of 1,rasaed' cases is a matter of vital concern
to all officers0 While undoubtedly the greater number of cases are bona
fide~, it is quite probable that some men are availing themselvou of this
excuse in order to leave the firing lineoa.oConpany and platoon comnanders
oanx assist by seeing all gassed oasis (except, wounded) before they repart~
to aid stationsooooBattalion surgeorns should use tha greatest care in evac-
uationoý-O0nly eL-ruest and painstaking oarso.owi2.l enable this regiment.,,.,
not to neglict its actual gassed cases on the one hand, or deplete its
strongth through unnecessary evacuations on the other0

Situ Rpt,, 130th Inf, 9 Cot, subt s/s Dannevoux (33rd Div Box 17,

82
Briof History,, 102nd TM Bty, n...d. (3S3rd Div Box 13, 33.2)0
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And the next days

The regimental commander desires to impress on all officers and men the
seriousness of the situation, and to remind all unit omexders that they
are responsible for the enforcement of gas discipline.

The second memo went on to say that all gas oases were to be investigated,

and if any officer or NCO had failed in hi3 duty, he was to be disciplined.

Meanwhile, company commanders were to see that all companies were given

further gas defense instruction by the gas personnel. 6 3

Across the Meuse

With the failure to pierce -he Kriemhilde Stellung in the attack on

4 October, Claudel's XVII Frenoh Corps, which had remained in place since

the start of the offensive, was alerted to prepare a frontal attack on the

Mouse heights. On 7 October, the 33rd Division was put under XVII Corps for

tactical p;.irposes, with orders to hold its defensive position on the left,

bank of the river and at the same time ready a part of its forces to cross

the river and cooperate in the attaoko6

The mission of XVII Corps was to seize and hold the heights of the

Meuse northwest of Beaumont between the Meuse and Theinte rivers. Its

forces included the 18th and 26th French Divisions. reerfforced by six

Senegalese battalions* To their left would be the 58th Brigade of the 29th

American Division, and astride the Meuse, the 33rd Divisiono Opposite was

Memo, 129th Inf to bn and spec unit comdrs, 8 Oct, subs Evao of Gas
Cases; mem), ibid., 9 Oot, nos* (33rd Div Box 16, 64o4).

64
FO 39, 'First Army, 14 hrs, 5 Oct; SO 546-5/3, XVII Corps, 3rd Bur, 6

Oct; FO 24, 111 Corpe, 17s30 o'clock, 7 Oct.

-3.-

U .'.



the 13t Austro-Hung&rian Division, soon to be reenforced by the 32nd Divi-

sion and elements of the 228th Division (Mips No. 7 and 8).

The first objectives of the 58th Brigade and 18th French Division were

the enemy OP's at Malbrouck ridge and the Bois d'Haumont; the second object-

ives, Molleville Ferme and the Bois d'Ormont. On the right, the 26th French

Division was to capture the Bois des Caures and Flabas.

When XVII Corps had advanced to the line Consenvoye-top of Bois de

Consenvoye-Flabas, elements of the 33rd Division would cross at Consenvoye

and Brabant and join the flank of the 58th Brigade. The whole corps would

then advance in an arc to the first line of exploitation, north edges of

Bois de Chaume and Plat-Chene-Bois d'Etraves-Crepion-Flabas, and then the

second line, Sivry-top of Bois de la Grande Montagne-Flabas. III Corps

was to assist this operation by a simultaneous attack west of the Meuse

(Map No. 9).65

For its part in the operation, the 33rd Division was directed to put

two battalions along the southern edge of the Bois de Forges, ready to

cross at Frabant, and a battalion on the northern edge of the wood, to

cross at Uonse•mvyeo Six batteries of 7 5 's in the Bois de Forges, three

more near Coto de I'Oie, and three batteries of 155's below Cumieres were

to protect the orossing at Consenvoye. 6 6

History, I, 100 - 029 and FOs, above. Also, Plan d'Engagement du
17th ? Oct (33rd Div Box 5, 32)o See Map 37 in History, IV, for
33rd Div objectives.

66
FO 27, 33rd Div, 6,00 pomo, 7 Oct.
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On 7 October, two of the machino gun companies and the three battfries

of 75?s in the Bois do Ia Cote Lemont moved down to the Forges area, arriv-

ing there well after darko At the same time, the Ist and 2nd Battalions

of th6 132n6 Infantry, in reserve at Malanocort, and the 2nd Battalion of

the 131st Infantry with its machine gun company, near Dannevoux, as well as

two companies of the 108th Nngineers, come into the Bois de Forges opposite

Brabant and Consenvoye. Observing the movements, enemy artillery shelled

"the neighborhood of Forges with geas from 2200 until shortly before mid-

night.

At 0500 on 8 Otober, without artillery preparation, the American and

French forces between Samogneux and Beaumont began their attack. Before

0600 they had advanced above Brabant, and the Ist and 2nd Battalions o!' the

132nd Infantry, under a dense barrage, were ordered across to that toernm

Construction of pasoages over the river and canal had begun at dawn "under

hea'.-y Lnemy1 artillery fire averaging ninety shells an hour -- many of

them gas shells, so that masks had to be worn during part of the time." 6 8

With Aheir machine gun companies on their flanks, the lst and 2nd

Battalions uf the 132nd Infantry, under Col. Abel Davi., formed abreast

just north of Brabamto At 1100, learning that the 58th Brigade had reached

Malbrouok and the southern edge of the Bois de Brabant, they advanced to-

ward their objective, the road running northeast out cf Consenvoye.

H y, 1 , 96 - 99. VOR, 33rd Div, 7 - E Oct (33rd Div Box 8, 33.l)
reporWea12 gas shells in the Forges area between 2200-2345, with 150 HE
shells in the BoiH do Forges. Two casualties were reported.

68
History, 1. 104 -0ýp
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Despite flanking fire from the Bois de Consenvoye, the objective was

reached shortly after noon. At that time the 2nd Battalion, 131st Infan-

try, was ordered across at Consenvoye, to support the 132nd Infantry in

its next advance to the top of the Bois do Chaume. Under ia two-hour stand-

ing and rolling barrage, the line advanced towards the wood, only to be

halted by intense en6my shell fire. At nightfall the troops dug in along

the south edge of the Bois de Chaume, overtaken by "darkness and storm".69

The line of 7II Corps, advanced that day with the fire support of 600

guns, extended from the southern edge of Bois do Chaume.-through the Bois

do Consenvoye-Ormont Ferme-north edge of Bois d'Haumont-northwest corner

of Bois des Caures.
7 0

Because of the danger of counterattack against its troops east of

the Mouse, as well as the toll-taking maohine gun and artillery fire from

the heights north and east of Sivry-sur-Meuse, the 33rd Division on the

afternoon of the 8th ordered the two remaining battalions of the 131st

Infantry to the Bois do Forges as an emergency reserve. 7 1

69

DOR 33rd Div, 8 - 9 Oct. CF Mag, CO 132nd Inf, 8s20 p.mo, 8 Oct;
"At 6s40, left battalion advance element about 700 yards north of Consen-
voyeooooStopped by standing barrage till dark and dug in for night. No
word from right battalion° Capt Kendall, surgeon, just came in, reports
about 75 casualties; some gas, some bullets, and some artillery, appar-
ently pretty well mixed" (33rd Div Box 20. 3261)o

70
FO 29, 33rd Div , 11s45 p.m., 8 Oct; History, 1, 107 - 08. The 12

batteries of the 52nd Brig fired 13,000 rounds in support that day and
during the next two days were to fire as many more (DOR 33rd Div, 8 - 10

S~Oct) o

ýis teLz, 1. 109- 10. "
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In stubborn retreat before the advance of the Franco-American forces

along its front that day, Maas Oat ordered its artillery to make "the widest

possible use of gas ammunitionooo.by the 77's and field howitzer-, with

slight use of HE" through the night of 8 - 9 October. The harassing fl.re of

the 7th Reserve Division artillery was to cover Conaenvoye and the terrain

to its north, that of the ist Austro-Hungarian Division from Consenvoye. to

Samogneux, the 32nd Division from Samogneux to Anglemont Forme, and the

15th Division from Anglemont Ferme to Beaumont, The lt Austro-Hungarian

artillery was also to keep Forges and Brabant under heavy fire during the

night, to prevent further reenforoements coming over from the west bank,

while from 0500 oni Its artillery and that of the 32nd Division were to

maintain annihilation fire on the portion of the Hagen end Brabant Stel-

72
lugen on their fronts. The forces under Colonel Davis were later to re-

port that they were 'flooded with gas" on 8 - 9 October.

Resumirg the attack at 0640 on the 9 October under a 6, 000-round

barrage, the two battalions of the 132nd Infantry, with the 2nd Battalion,

131st Infantry, in support of' the right flank, advanc;ed from below the

Bois de Chaume and reached their oblective about noontime, a line above

the Tranchee la Vanne and along th" north edges of the Bois de Chaume and

Bois Plat-Chanee That same morning, as the enemy launohed a concerted

counterattack against ZVII Corps foroes, the 177th and 102nd Infantry of

72
Maas Oat Order 4163. 8 Oat (Maas Oat Opns Orders to Cot 18, German

Files Box 48, fol 810/32.13). Maa Oat WU,, 9 Oct, said in confirmation
that "our arty held the Meuse croisins i.MI well as assembly points and ap-
proach roads under heavy fire mixed with gas" (German Files Box 115, fol
I&, p. 34).

-45-
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the 32nd Division, which had come in beside the lat Austro-Hungrian Divi-

sion during the night, assaulted the 58th Brigade forces at the top of the

Bois de Consenvoye, driving them back thoough the woods and exposing the

flank of the 33rd Division troops (Map No. lO).73 Nevertheless, the three

battalions continued to advance above the Bois do Chaume and st 1400 were

in the vicinity of the road from Sivry to Villeneauve Ferme. 7 4

At that point, the 102nd Infantry wheeled and hit the 131st Infantry

on the right flank, as the 232nd Reserve Infantry and 105th Storm Battal-

ion of the 1st Austro-Hungarian Division struck the battalions of the

132nd Infantry below Sivry. 7 5 All three battalions were driven back ap-

proximately two kilometers as the German forces recaptured the Bois do

Chaume and Bois Plat-Chene. The troops that had fallen back to the

trenches below the Bois de Chaume were described that night as "in very

73
Mag, MaJ Chipenfield [JAG, 33rd Div] with 18th Fr Div, 8s50 a.m.,

9 Oat; Mag, Huidekoper. 9s15 a.mo, 9 Oat; Msg, AdJ 58th Brig, 10slO
aom., 9 Oct (33rd Div Box 6, 32.16).

74
Particular Order 868/3, XYII Corps, 1350 hrs, 9 Oct, reporting Msg,

Huidekoper at 2,20 p.m. (with Msgs in Box 6, 32.16)o

75

These erroneous identifications of the 1st A-H units involved ap-
pear in a number of 33rd Div records. The 1st A-iH--Div had a 106th St.
Bno but not a 105th, end the 232nd Res Inf was Th tnOe107th Div and not
on this front,"i-e Map No. 1U0 forthe more probable units.7 There are
also disorepancies between this map and the records concerning the 32nd
Div unit involved.
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poor shape." 76 
'

Tho three battalions under Cole Abel Davin were in no oondition to con-

tinue the attako. In two days they had advanced five kiloseters through the

fiagen and Volker Stellungen and were at tl~e Giselher Stellung wnen they were

stopped. "They.o.had been heavily pounded with shells and machine-gun fire,

and flooded with gas," and had lost 1 officer and 37 men killed, 1.1 officers

and 315 men wounded°
7 7

The Division Gas Officer was to say there were nc special gas attacks

on 8 and 9 October, but that large numbers of gas shells mixed with HE fell

over the entire divisian area, on both sides of the Meuse. "The ]arge

losses reported this date fioe., 257 gas cases in the 129th Infantry, 181

ges cases among the forces east of the Meusie were misleading." The

76 Meg (Conversation), Capt Bader LX Yr Misaion- at 66th Brig Hq to
G - 3 33rd Div, n.ho. 9 Ot (33rd Div Box 6, 32*16v; DOIR, 33rd Div, 9 - 10
Oct; Hiszory, I, 112 - 15; ltr, CO 132nd Inf to CG 35rd Div, 15 Nov, subs
Conf emo 36 (33rd Div Box 20, 33.6).

Maas Oat WD, 9 Oct, implied thbt the principal object of the counter-
attaockthat day was Kronprinzhohe rhill 316 in the tsois do Chaurew , 'but
the arty comdr cf the 32nd Div said Its 102nd and 177th Inf -were ordered
to retake the MUL io.e., R or Volker gteaung (M7T5-6-v-Sub Units WD&A,
8 - 20 Oct, German iles Box 814, fol III, p. I12,7:

A priset-ner that day described the fortified mg nests, O mieter-deep
dugouts, ano trench n.etwork in the Bois do Chaume and iois de Conaenvoye
and said these woods would b1x held and that 3 to 4 d -isions were in re-
serve back of the woods for that purpose (Meg, Capt gauer Aest G - 2 33rd
Di tc 3 - 2 i3rd Div, 12s05 p.m., 9 Oct).L

77

Hiat ory, 11.6. Ltr, CO 132nd If., 15 ov. above, said the oamial-
ties a1 Rr T e 9th were 2 officers and 34 men killed, 7 offioers, and 191

men wounded.

Notes The HS story (i, 11, 362) reports vhe same casualty totals for
the bn of tv0-nnla-E on the tvst bank as for the two bns on the east
bank. See pV 57 belowo Ltr, 15 Nov, is probably correct.

A 1
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operation under Colonel Dav. A had slowed down, said Lieutenant Vawter, and

on the 9th all. thowe men who wsre thought to have been gassed were sent to

the aid station for examination. The Medical Department kept no record of

the number, of %hose who were aeacuated but estimated that it was at least

50 percent of those eaxamlned. 7 8

Reenforoements to the Vast Bank

Brigadior General Wolf, cai~ander of the 66th B~rigade, was now

pla•ed in charge of troops across the river, and on the night of 9 October

reenforoemento began pouring over the bridges. All three battalions of

the much-gassed 129th Infantry, the 3rd Battalion of the. 130th, and the

two remaining battalions of the 131st, with four maohine gun companies,

were moved across during the night. 7 9 Except for the battalion of the

132nd larantry with thb 4th Division in the Bois du Fays, two battalions

of the 13ah Infantry in front of Brieulles, and a single machine gun

company in the Bois de Forges, all combat units of the 33;rd Division were

now on the east bank of the Meuse. 8 0

78
Ltr, DUO to C CWS, 22 Feb, subs Gas Atks (GAF-3Prd Div). Hospital

admission lists show 251 gas oasualtier and 115 wounded ovaouated on 9
Oct (see Analysis).

79

Six gas casualtiec were reported in ove of the MG companles when it
traversed a contaminated area In tho Bois Jure that night (Ltr, D00 to
COO IIX %, 13 Oct, subs Gas Rpts)o

so
Hisr, I, 116- 17 Actually, the 3rd Bn, 129th Inf, crossed nr_

the nig oT the 9th, the other two the next day (hku-on Roe of Events
of 65th Brig, 10 Oot, 33rd Div Box 13, ll6).

* i



The movement across -'he river had boon carried out under oorntiriual

harassing fire from the enemy guna to the riorth,. The War Diary of the

7th Reserve Divisioa artillery commander reported that wabi~ndant gas"

was fired nn -the night nt P 10 October, both on the reentornoments

maovI~ng down, the wast bmr~k oand the foroes clingin~e to their pooa.tio:'* on

the east banik

Durin& the ntght t~ia ib.ter'le., fired heAvy harassing fi~ro on troop Pt)r6as,
woods,- nr&in, "ppraouhes, probable assembly oloces, "n 7ridgehoads south
of Vilu6,ios, vst of Sk.ýry to south of Belhaiino-Mvhlo or, the west bark of
ti~e Mouse, vith long r~img" ftro in front of our li~nes south of Sivry~-
Krinprim, drmw-Lbalow Hill. 3IbI,,').}haumberg Raviae [*2t the weet of Hills

V5anid 360-south of Par.taleun Kapollge The nigh~tly hurassin- ohct wax
carried out with a~bundant gis contento

The order for -%ttack Issuii by XVII Corps on the evening of thtm 9th

direot-d the 33rd Divi~sion to ritake the Bois do Chaume &nd Bois Flat.-

Cheno -with the t-ro " MFresh" battalions of the 131st Infan~try in the lead,

exploiting~ to thi 1l~nm c*3uth of' Si-ry.-Villeneuve kbrne)-Grid Ila- 24 (see

Map No. 2),. The 58th IBnigsde of the 29th Pivlsion and the 1.8th French

Division would oontinue tloir advar-,,e to the Bois de Isa Graivs Montmgne,

Bois de la Reine, and Bois lrot

'Ahiam General Wolf %rrivred on tW'he east bank, he reported to General

Bell$

Arko 95 WD, 10 Oct (7th Rles Div-Sub Un.'.ta-WD&A, 23 Sep - 11 Co,t
Clarman iTes Box 155, fol'f, V*p7'-T; Mornzitg Rpt, 7th Res Div, 10 Cat
(fol I, p. 188)o The Morning fipt for 11 ')at (p. 198) said tha~t during
the night gas ani HSX had again beer, put on t.-oop ascombly areas, road*,
draws, and the bridgelwsmds on the Mbuse.

82
Nag, CofS XVII Corp,', WEt p-m., 9 Oat; Particular Order 864/3. 9

Oat (33rd Div 63ox 6, 32416).
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lo~~st 7tie 158th Bri. aduji helps unon the right, we' w~1. be only throwing
e~~-re to attea~o 1h Gema foi:ca in -the woods). fad~r pW

Fromoh Mitsvj] thWin6 unless they will h(sl.r us we should withdrw to the
normol. objact~ve __Coueisnvoye-top of 13ois do Consenvoye

Genorl.l Bell replieds

That &tteok has got to be wiudo tomorrow morning at 6 o'clock. Has Ridgway
'coon relieved in aceordavoo vrith my orderst Relieve himu at onCoa*O.H6 is
pa.'aicky. The regimort at the rig1t is goi.ng to make the attookeenoWore the
troops Of th'r_ lZI~st ýn~agod In th~is fight? Viat is 0o provent the five
battAklionxs that did not take part, maktilag theq attack topcrrCW?...You have
fi-%) frerh battalione ,C It-ill seo that they got theroo 8

The attack v#aai meale withcut the help of the 58th Brigade on the right.

The butrrago came dv.~wti at 0305 ou the morning of tho 1.0th and 4-he troopet

moved out throurh Co~or~sl Da-via' erhausto6 and disorgenitzed forces in the

Tranchae du Cabloo Kgairid% hetsvy arti.lle'.y and mackiln. Pun fire, the 3rd

Battalion, 131st Infa~ntry, fougk'b its way thruugh the Bois do Che.ur~e týo

the road fromi Sivry to Villoenuvt. Foriie AL 1060 its oommandei- rgporteds

'Our troops gained objective but oould not hole, it on aoootwt of igtenes
sheliing and machine gun fire. $hulling is of HU and gas,. An trying 'to
gather troops who are in the underbrush and will establish a new line ill
La Vqnne trench west of Boi. tie Z.hauou.i Cau you eterd re-'tnforounments to
join oa my, right?

Meg (Conv), n.io , 9 Oct (,33rd Div Box 6. 32-16) records a series of
oonfersationfv between Bader,, Wolf, and Bell that night.v Ove conv invid-
oatos It we~s 2040 when Gen Bell ol-Aered the two bna of the 129th and o.ae
of the 130th to rpt to Gen Wolf on the oia~t bauk, and that- they were t~o
lead the attack a&t daylight~. But the 131st In? units, precediag theirt
aorone thr. rivor, made the -,1tLeok.

The rererenee to haj Hamlet C. RidK~wr'y (Cnd Bri, 1.31st In,) 800:13 explained
in Rpt, 131st Inf ln,%&gement at T~ois d" Chauze (M3rd Div Box 19, Z336)s
"One rejently aosigned Major uhc had never bo-ez in ~Actloai beforo was in-
clined to be panicky, and more icr Ies 4s disorganization existed inL somie u'i
th. three Rcegimental D6,;aohmantr ane Machine Oun 0.ompaxiee soatter-ed an

-' they were through the wood&." Major kidgimy, howaver, was with the divi-
sion when It arrived in France. The "'recontly asaigned Major" har Lnot 1
othe~ml se been identified.

_ 11



An hour later he signalleds

We are in a holeo So is let Battalion. Company A of l1t Battalion is wi.th-
drawingo Enemy artillery fire is ruining us.

And ten minutes laters

lot Battalion is now 1000 yards to my right with no troops In betweene I
have no field of fire and in case of attack will have to fall back in the

4 woods 0  The woods are being shelled very heavily and it would be almost
impossible to keep troops in there with gas as strong as it is .... It is im-
possible to stay In the front edge of the woods without having a gas mask
on all the time. We sure need more men.

At 1240. the 3rd Battalion fell back through the woods. 8 4

On the right . the lst Battalion, 131st Infantry, initially disorgan-

ized by intense machine gun fire, had almost come up to the 3rd Battalion

when its position along the north edge of the woods was made untenable by

hostile fire and "vegetation..ooreeking with gaso"85 Tenable or not, the

lst Battalion hung on, for at 1400 thi oomzander of the 131st Infantry re-

ported his line spread thinly along the north edges of Chaume and Plat-

Chene woods, without any sign of the 58th Brigade on his flank. Ten min-

utes later, the lt Battalion si&nalleds

Enemy ia for&ming for counterattack, Without further strength for front

line will have to withdraw. Heavy iasualties have beon suffered and no

touch on right.
8 6

Meg, CO 3rd Bn 131st Infruaj Francis MN Allena] to CO 131st Inf,
1050, 10 Oct; iag, ibid., 1205; Msg, Capt Magner with 3rd Bn, ibid., 1215;
ag, 3kd Bn, .ibid., 0 (63rd Div Box 18, 32.16.)

85
History, I, 118 - 21.

86
Meg, L* 131st Inf L'ol Joe Bo Sanborn_ to CO .ll5th Inf •58th Bri&Jo

14U0G 10 Oct; Mag, CO 1i dn, 131st Inf jlaj Coady to CO 131st Inf 8
1410, ( 3rd Div Box 6, 32.16. )
A.1though Ye-, C0 1.6Ist Inf to CO let Ba, 131st Int, 1355, 10 Oct (33rd Div
Box 18, 32o16) ordered Capt Walter H. Magner of 2nd Bn, 131st Inf to replace

K Coady as lt Bn condr, this does not seem to have taken place until 1a Oct.
See below, p 61,

i4
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Advance elements of both the 3rd and lit Battalions, 131st Infantry.

seem to have got on the road west of Sivry and above the Bols Plat-Chens

almost to Villeneuve Yorme, for the first were seen from the air and,

though questionable, the others were so reported at 1600 by the lit Bat-

tall ons

Have suffered heavy casualtieso Troops dug in on 84 Meridian. let Bat-
talion, 129%.h Infantry in rear my right flank.87

With troop elements dug in to the east of Sivry and the remainder of

the 3rd and lst Battalions, 131st Infantry, disorganized and scattered

above and in the Bois de Chaume end Bois Plat-Chene, the 3rd Battalions

of the 130th and 129th Infantry were sent up as support on the afternoon

of the 10th, and were themselves thrown into disorder by the "terrific

artillery fire consisting of high explosive, shrapnel and gas. as well

as flanking machine gun fire resulting in many casualties." "The ter-

rain which they occupied was flooded with gas," and "enemy planes sprayed

88the line with machine gun fireoo.without opposition.

That night thro left side of the line remained near Sivry, while the

battered right of the line, held only by disorganized detachments, dug in

along Dana lea Vaux valley and through the woods east to Meridian 24a Un-

der heavy macohine gun, shell, and gas fire, it was not possible to connect

Meg and map dropped by Lt Borden, 90th Air Squad, 1520, 10 Oct; FM,
C0 1st Bn 131st Inf to CO 131st Inf, 1600 (33rd Div Box 6, 32.18).

88
Hi story, 1, 122 - 24.

lit"
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up the line, "but individual units dug in the best they oe'uldo" 8 9

At 2015 that night, the oommender of the 1lt Battalion, l3let Infantry,

sent the fir-st of a series of messages describing his plilthts

Counterattaok imminent as enemy has been massing troops all day* Front
thinly held. Support is absolutely necessary if we hold.

Need support* Valley it shelled and gassedo Casualties estimated at 50%.

My right flank entirely open. Have lost touch with my C and D companies
and the other two badly shot up. Need support. 9 0

At midnight, the regimental surgeon reporteds

The extreme point of endurance has almost been reached and I have gr 1 e
fears for the result if the eegiment is not withdrawn from the line.

Indicating the probable diaposition of 33rd Division troops on the

night of 10 October is a map prepared by the 129th Infantry, traoing the

movements of its battalions between 9 - 20 October (Map Noe 11)o Another

map showing the disposition of 131st Infantry troops on the loth is repre-

sented by the Overlay to Map No0 11. Neither map indicates any advance

forces or patrols on a line with $ivry. although messages and records of

events put them that far forward.

Still another map, made by an officer of the Historical Section, Army

War College, and based on niidentified division records and an actual survey

of the terrain east of the Msuse, appears as Map No* 12. It is unlikely

that any of the battalions represented, except perhaps those in the Tranohes

89
History, I, 124.

90 Usgs, Coady CO 1st Bn to CO 131st Inf, 2016, 2245, 2400. 10 Oct (33rd
Div Box 8, 32.16),,

91
Msa, WI to CO 131st Inf, 2400, 10 Oct (33rd Div Box 18, Z2.186)
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du Cable and above Consenvoye, possessed anything like the oohesion indi-

oated on th~se maps,

On the west bank. of the Hlouse on the 10th, under relatively light

enemy fire, the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 130th Infantry were spread

in a thin line from the western 6dge cf the Bois do Ia Cote Lemont, through

the Bois do Dannevoux, around the bond of the Meuse, down to Laiteie de

Belhaine, with two platoons sent that day to occupy the sector between

Dannevoux and Conienvoy's.

The only other elenent of the 33rd Division on that side of the river

was the 3rd Battalion, 132nd Infantry, and its machine gun coompany, with

the 4th Division in the Bois du Fayse On the 10th it partilcpated in the

attack agaiast the Bois de Forst, advancing to the northern edge of the

wood, and holding its position until r3lieved by the 3rd Division on the

13th. In its week with the 4th Division, the battaliou lost 1 officer and

37T men killed, 11. officers and 315 mon wounded and gassedo The m~chine

gun company oomaander was to say that "duo to the enemy alternati•g hi&h

velocity shells with gas," 105 of his 130 combat men had become casualties

during that week 0o

.93
History,, I, 125, 130, 362o Ltr, C0 MG Co 132nd Inf to CO 132nd Inf,

30 JaWS297ubs Rpt on Aation.aoin Bois du Fays, 6 - 12 Oct (33rd D.v
Box 20, 33A).

Cf Msg, Maj Bullingtou CO 3rd Ra 132nd Inf to G - 3 33rd Div, 5slO porne,
10 00c (33rd Div Box 6. 32.16)s "I have had 9 offioers and about 160 anf
oasualtiese Located in Bois do Fays. My doctor and first aid people ware
"all gassed and have gone to the hospital*"

-57-
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"Situation o .untenable°.. oondition of meno. odesperate"

The order of XVII French Corps on the evening of 10 October announced

that the line reached that day ran across the top of the Bois do Chaume

and Bois Plat-Chene-Kill 371 (west of Richone, 1.eo, Hill 382)-the north-

ern edge of the Bois do Molleville-southern edge of the Bois d'Ormont.

There was no change in the missien of the 33rd Division, as the 56th Brig-

ade was directed to continue its advance to the Grands Montagne the next

morning, supported by the French divisions on its right. 94

But the Bois do Chaume was as yet tenuously held. and most of the

Bois Plat-Chene remained firmly in the enemy's hands. Fearing another

counterattack agai.lst its tired forces, the 33rd Division directed that

an emergency defense line be prepared along the top of the Bois do

Chaume running southeast to Hill 371, with a liaison detachment between

Hills 371 and 332 (Richene), connecting with the 50th Brigade° "The Line

of Resistance will ue hold to the last.... Prompt means will be taken to

bring up all stragglers, and to complete any necessary reorganitation of

units."
9 5

Histor 1, I•126.

95

FO 29, 33rd Div, 9sOO pomo, 10 Oct; FT, CG 66th Brig to Opns 0 131st

Inf, 2025, 10 Oct (33rd Div Box 18, 32.16)0

Troops "drifting to the rear in large numbers upon small excuse" -- a prob-
lem in the St. Mihiel operation -- became a re&l threat on the whole Army

front in October. See III Corps orders on straggling, cited in Conf Memo

7, 33rd Div, 7 Sop, and Conf Memo 24, 33rd Div, 21 Oct (33rd Div Box 5,
32.15)o

The events east of the Mouse that week were mnticipated by III Corps be-

fore the operation began. Opns instructions, 131st Inf, 25 Sep (33rd Div

J58



Throughout the night of 3. - 11 October and the following day inces-

sant high explosive, machine gun, and gas fire hampered the division as it

sought to round up its stragglers, reorganize its units, and set up the do-

fenaive line on the edge of the Bois de Chaume. The commander of the 1st

Battalion, 131st Infantry, in the valley above Chaume, reported that morn-

ings "Am being flanked on right by heavy machine guns* Can't hold on

much longer. Advise." So far as he could tell, he had 8 officers and 243

men left it his battalion, including headquarters men. One company had

only 30 men and was without officers. 9 6

Some idea of the confusion at the time may be seen in Brigadier

General Wolf's order, and its sequelae, to Colonel Sanborn of the 131st

Infantry on the morning of the llth, to take command of the 3rd battalions

of the 129th and 130th Infantry, with their machine gun units, as well as

his own regiment and machine gun companies. When these scattered and cas-

ualty-ridden elements had been regrouped, he was to organize a defensive

line with a battalion each of the 131st, 130th, and 129th Infantry abreast

along Grid 82, a support line in the trenches below Boil, de Chaume and Bois

Plat-Chene with the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 131st Infantry, and

95 (cont inuod3

Box 18, 3211.) quoted a itr from Gen Bullards "In the fight expect from
"even good offiners reports of their losses greater than ever occurred in
any battle..ý,vxpeot therefore hysterical outories for reenforcements long
before they are necesaary...0 ... &ke big prorisions for military police to
push men back into the fMing line. Search rear echelons and kitchens
espee a •o ,•;

96
B •ags, lat Bn 131st Rif to CO 131st Inf, 1000, 1100, 11 Oct (33rd Div

Box 18, 32.16; Box 6, 32.16).
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roserve forces in the trenches northeast of Consenvoyo comprising the l3t

and 3rd Battalions of the 129th Infantry and 2nd Battalion, 132nd Infan-

97
try.

Almost continuous heavy enemy fire made movement all but impossible

and little reorganization of units or preparation of defensive positions

was achieved over the next three days0  As Colonel Sanborn saids

The troops from 6 AoM., October 10th to the night of October 14th-15th
were subjected to shell fire, machinc gun fire, gas, aeroplane attacks
and fire from snipers incessantly in some parts of the lineo Very few
were able to obtain any needed rest or sleep* To add to their discom-
fort it rained nearly every day, frequently food could not be trans orted
to parts of the line, rometimes it was spoiled by mustard gas, [anj low
areas in the woods compelled men to wear gas masks nearly all the time....

And he addeds

Commencing the night of the 10th until the relief, battalion and company
commanders EsenfJ messages loonstantly portraying the situation as un-
tenable and the condition or-the men as desperate. 9 8

Of the messages extant in the records of the division, those of the

Ist Battalion, 131st Infantry, are most complete. In a final exchange

with Zolonel Sanborn on the 12th, Major Coady reporteds

The condition of the Battalion is awfully bad. The men are completely ex-
hausted0  They are constantly exposed to artillery and machine gun fire... 0

97
Historu, 1 128 - 3Z; Msg, CO 131st Inf to MaJ Bittle JCO 3rd Bn,

l30th Inf 1100, 11 Oct (33rd Div Box 18, 32o16)o

The remains of the lst and 3rd Bna, 129th Inf were ordered consolidated
in the early morning of the 12th (Mag, PC 130th Inf to 3rd Bn 131st Inf
sic 1 20o aomo, 12 Oct, 33rd Div Box 18, 32o16).

98
131st Inf Ingagement at Bois do Chaune, 10 - 14 Oct (33rd Div Box

i9, 33o6); UAtor 1, 359.
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They can't possibly sutand It w.• longer° [Inly 2 captexinw and 3 lieutenants
are i6'•ft• the othor officers being killed or trounded. I have approximately
250 men e.tto Moat of them when tlney get out (f hore will be physical
wreoks,, Can't something be done to colieve t'his ltui.tionlt

Colonel Sanborn raplieds

Stay where you arc arA hold the line until you hear iurther from me. You
are no worse off than bhe rest of the troops who art holding on and making
no oompleants 9 9

TV,. next day, Major Cordy of the let Battalion was replaced by Captain

Magner, Major Ridgway if the 2nd Battalion who had fallen back on the morn-

ing of the 9th, was repl&ood by Captain Marr, and the messages from the lt

Batt, alioa ceased.1 0 0

Neither Army, corps, nor divisional artillery, confined since 2

October to the firing of HES alone, appears to have been effective against

the heavy enemy fire. Although the 52nd FA Brigade, on the west bank ad-

vanoed its 7b's from the Bois de Forges to the Bois Jure, with neverRl

batteriek' put spross the rivek, bolow Consenvoye• and from the Cote d'Oie

to the vicinity of Gercourt, to give closer support to the operations on

i ha east tank, it could get no direetions for A.ta fire and the enemy guns

poured in shell unmolested. iOl

The batteries of the lot Austro-Hungrian Diwirsion joined in that

Meaa Ost fire, but by 10 October ihe troops of the German division were

Mag, lot Bn 131st Int' to W0 131.t LIf, 1215, 1L Oct; Msg to LO let
an, 131st Inf, 1220 (33rd Div Bon. 18, 32o15).

100
Meg, CO 131st Inf, 1500, 13 Oct •3Zre Div Box 18, 32.18),

101
-s-i, 1 . 12, 136.
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riood to defe-Asire olusters of 6.xhausted nein. A ten-page operations re-

part rf th4 division dsooribea In some detail the aobioru of the ist _iustro-

Hunjawran- and 32nd Division ca 8 - 1O Ootobere It asserts that eaoh Ger-

man ý-egiment in the line wav oppoied by an entire Amerinan or Frenoh dlvi-

slon, and that rvgrouptng of the available ortillery, together with deter-

mined ounterattaokA by the last reserve feroes on that. front, were the

deolaive faotors in the wauooessf1l Io&Iding operatioa.I 0 2

On the afternoon of 12 October, the remnants of the .st Austro-

tyffsarian Division were relieved by the 228th Division ard marohed to

Jametz (11ap No, 13), "to reorganize ne% combat' units from it and be ready

for re-employme4nt as soon as possible10." 0 3

Overwhelming au the enemy firs seemed 'to the 35rd Iiiiislon, General

voa Soden of Maac Osa was to express dissatisfaction on 12 lotober with

the fire performance of the divisional artillery under his coimand. An

order tnat dc.y saids

In spite of m•-y dir6,mtions f-_iven in coops orders en 2, 5, 6, 8, 9"
Ootob* that gas armunition-in signifioantly large amovnts be fired...
the iamunition oansumption survey of 10-11 October showed that nothing ap,-
proaohlng this order was &chievede According to this survey only 2,262
rounds of' gas against 29,843 rounds of HlE were fired in the entire group
area. I ask a&% headquarters with all theIr means to carry out tai g13on

Oprx Rpt 2966, Combat Activities East of the Meuse, let A-H Div, 1.4
Oct (Italian Files Box 20 A-I Army oq)o

103
Opns Rpt 2966, po 1.o On 18 Oat, the "wl•trt--n" let A-H Div was

back in the line, in the Yilrisnes-Sivry wieotor, repiaol We 1th D v,
and adjao"nt to the 5th Bay Res Div of Ms* •West.
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Tir41 evideoio~ te,~ Maaei e rtillery 4nr#k't to aoosply wtila tkrs

d'~r~~for 1i th h~ov~er 19Vrision ordern to itD ar'tillery fox- the nighto

of 12 13 (Ootokr sud 13 - 14 Oo~tober called for 11hoavj- ýtnttvavll &n,"

"e~nd~~tu-9 cf Kea"' la th hara*uia fize -missions in ttus Dann~viox area,

in tkýa -woods of OGuto. Laemont, Moriauix, D nmivoux, wixd Jura, the length of

+,1, Vikojries-Priilwaoourt road, the o*&at cdgý of the Bois do Foc. Paornas

to Cornsenvoye,, the Sivry-C -.raevoyo road, and each of the prirfApal vil-

tagSes an *ýha rent bwak of the Vkum6*)0 The .3*.d Pivisk.on in said to

have r3por-ted t. tol~a of 2,000) gas sheills,~ prinoipally y*11ow,~s and

green c-a (rhougeane), in its caotor th~rough L~~kof 14 - 21 Ootober,

and gas oases Increas.ad proportionately.1 ~

Oprm 0 4260, Matkb Oat 1, 12 Oot (tGerman Filbs B~ox 46, fol 810-620.3).
Of thost fire ordeýn a3n7_ that of 8 Oo-ý 1,zs been found in the German.
files. Meas~ Wesft; Orde.: 759, 12 simbrilarly ý,rdered more "g~nerý>us

ueof'Cs, -7d-7ndore gas then shrapnel,~" buat &Ave no m~ao suTmF- , (aoe'
West IM&A, 24 Z-q - 11 Wiov, GVrrman 'i"1ea Box~ 50, fol 11, po 1)
Notus This Is the Unly Gevmon doewant -kirr~peis ~~r~o
ammo axerpuflAL, Presumably thts period of timce ox-;,,r vrhloh tht 2,262 gas
shells weri tired by the arty cf the 7th Res Div, 1,A A-F Div, 3Und Mri,
&ad 228th Div -- * all. :)f ik~aa Oet a hoiF&r
top 1,  -~t

if rhis was thu weight ef gas shell fired by Xias Oat arty on both banko
of the 14auss, "he =o~uut fa,13.ng in tho 34rd TIv seaot',ra on oltaier b.'de
of the river cannot haio been. great, Wit put on tla troops it prod'Aoed
reaults out of ell. proportLon to its "ighto

lbDiv 0'dsra 1.27/10 and l135/10 '7th Ron Di.v WD3A. Vi Sep -~19 Oot,

(Gernen 'i~les Box 1551, fol I, pp. 0:T01_'

tr, COO, III C.on)* to CGO First ~Imy, 27Oct, 3Ubs Waek~y- !C 1 2!Oct lat rry ,ox ,40,il"!wo4



It uas the night of 13 - 15 October before partially regrouped units

oni the esst bank moved into the defense, support, and reserve positions

that had bjen prjpa&ed during intervals in the enemy shollingo Only two,

instead of tha plannod three, battalions w"re put into the front line

positlons, with one in rpypor'v an(, four in roserveo The other two battal-

ions on thft side of the -iver, ths laot and 2nd of the 132nd Infantry,

hardest hit In the oounteratýaok on the 9th, remained in the trenohes

near the resorves at Conoonvoy.1

The Znd BattalIn, 129th Intfftary, was one of the two units that

moved fcrward to Grid C. In the Bois do Chausee that night (see Map No.

They were engagod in iu•'oving their positions until the 15th of October.
f In thia wood Vh rthhe oortinuod damp and Oold, a oontinual fog hanging

in the woods, and rain falling often. The enmyW used all calibers in
strafing the ixoods, and swept froja one end to the other with his batter-
'1ea aiet &M• day. Gas was used eatons.ivT4 in his botbardments and the
troops Lad to be ooniu4ntly on the alert.

Thq Wo rm%3nina batta-ons of the 129th, in reservy above the Consen-

voye road, reported s"- Wheavy gas and HE bombardments" between 13 - 15

October. 10 9

The ocoupation of the hasty defense lines on the night of 13 - 14

Ootolber terminatod the active operations of the 33rd Division east of the

Mouse.

107 'ji4,ary, 1, 136 - 37. See Opns 0 10, 13Csth Info, 19 Oct (33rd Div

Box i17. 327M), for the final defensive organisation.

,Opas of 2nd Bn, 129th Inf, History, 11, 657.

109
801, 129th W, 13- 15 Oct (33rd Div Box 16, 32.16).
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Modest Gains

Marshal Fooh in his Memoirs said that between 8 - 10 October the

LVII French Corps got possession of the line Sivry-Beaumont, but after

10 October it

met with onstantly increasing resistance from the enemy and the meant
at its disposal were insufficient to overcome the obstacles which its
advance encountered. Its gains became more and more modest. The enemy
seemed firmly resolved to hold the right bank of the Meuse at all costs
-- an assumption which was all the more plausible since this was his
sole chance of covering and allring the retreat of his beaten armies
on his right wing and centre.

In extenuation of the failure of the 33rd Division to put its

forces on Harsumont ridge, Colonel Sanborn, comanding the attacking

troops, said that three times his men had been on the final objective

the[sivry-Villeneuve Forms road3over-looking the ridge and each time had

had to fall baok when the troops on the right had been unable to advance

their lines. Each time that the 33rd had moved out in front , enemy

machine guns had worked their way back through the woods to the open

flank and the line had to be withdrawn to keep from being out to pieces.

"It was not deemed advisable," he said, "to shell and gas the woods on

the right :.eo Isa Grande Montagne! except as a last resort for fear of

ppo 413, 442 - 43. Not quite at all costa* When, about 20 Oct,
the 1st A-H Div learned that Maas Went had orders to withdraw to the
Senta Stellung (below AinurevTl-Touicon) if a full scale attack was
made on the hills north of Brieulles, the diviiion urgently requested
direations for its own withdrawal in that event (Opns Sea Weekly Rpt
3043, Preparations for V.thdrawal and Morale of Troops, 21 Oct, Italian
Files Box 2, Ao A i
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interfering with troopsoooattempting to come forward 0 o*o"III Thls report

is the only evidenoe that Haraumont ridge was the 33rd Division objeotive,,

or that there was ever any thought of gassing the Bois de Ia Grande

M ontagno " 11

More truly, the tired and. often-gassed troops that crossed the M•euse

on the night of 9 October was so out up and disorganized from the 10th on

that they were in no condition to make that advance against withering

fire across open country to the ridge. Losses in the seven days between

8 - 14 October were reported as 2 officers and 53 men killed. 7 officers

and 597 men wounded, and 643 officers etd men evacuated as gas and ex-

113haustion oases, a total of 1,302 battle casualties.

131st Inf Engagement at Bols de Chaume, 10 - 14 Oct (33rd Div Box
19, 33A6). Word that the 131st Inf had reached the otjeotive three times
was reported in a single Msg, Opns Off 131st Inf to Opns Off 66th Brig.
1550, 10 Oct (33rd Div Box 18, 32ol6)°

112
In 33rd Div Box 5, 32o12 Opns 0, is an overlay without date, iuenti-

fication, or expleriaon, showing six circled targets in la Grande Montagne,
including Hills 377 and 375, and a seventh circle around all Sivry-Sur-
Meusse Gas or smoke on these areas might well have aided the advance on
the 33rd Div.

113

Ht IV 145o Brig Gen Wolf, Opns on East Bank of the Meuse, 20
Nov (gr+i'v Box 15• 33o6), the source of these figures, said of the
643 gassed and exhaustion oases that 152 were evacuated on 16 Oct, 429 on
17 Oct, and 62 on 18 Octo

Rpt, 131st Inf Engagement at Bois do Chaume, 10 - 14 Oct (33rd Div Box
19, 33A6), claimed that 131st Inf casualties alone were 14 killed and an
incomplete total of 141 wounded0 It also claimed all the 643 gas and ex-
haustion oasaes Blaewhoro in the same report, in ia"ontradietery set of
figures. the 131st Inf claimed its strength on 8 Oct was 57 officers and
2,184 men, and that it lost 19 officers and 406 men .n the Boai do Chaume
P0peration.
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Apparently it was solely in an effort to straighten out the tangle

in which the two brigades were now involved, prior to the avtiolpatod

relief of the division. that an order was issued on the 'evning of 13

Ootober for "mutual transfer of the 85th and 66th Brigadesoato the east

and west banks of the Meuse reapeotivelyo"" 1 4  That night, the lst and

2nd Battalions of the 132nd Infantry began crossing to the west bank,

to replace the let and 2nd Battalions, 130th Infantry, in the line be.-

low Brieullesoll1i And beginning that same night, the machine gun com-

panics were sorted out to their battalions and the alignment began of

the remaining infantry battalions on their proper side of the Meuse.° 1 6

The Ind of the Campaign

On the evening of 14 October, the operations order of the XVII

Corps announced that there had been a slight advance in the Bois d'

Ormont, and that the next morning the 58th Brigade, supported by the

33rd kind 18th French Divisions would take by surprise the fortified

clearing before Molleville Fermm, as part of the continuing operation

114 '
Add I to FO 29, 33rd Div. 6s00 PM, 13 Oet,ý Hitr, 1, 139,, No

reason whatever is offered in the itsitorz for th-e transfer.

115
Under daily shell fire and burstis of gas from the north, northeast,

and ee,4t bank of the Meuse, the 130th Inf reported total casualties at
the time of its relief as 27 men killed, 9 officirs and 135 men wounded
(LLr, CO iZCLh Inf LQ CG 33rd Div, 15 Nov, subs Rpt of Opns, 33rd Div
Box 17, 11.4).

116
History, I, 138 - 42o
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agaiiist the Grand. hiontagne,117

With oorps and divivional fire, and suppoited by a batta.ion of' the

129th Infaatry, the 58th Brigede resumed the atrack at 0000, 15 Ootobor,

Though It rnuohed the southcrn edge ,tf the Bois de 1a Grande Montag-.6,

it eould not advenoe to its firmt objective0 The supporting 129th In-

fantry elevent, with 39 men killod and wounded, fell back to its origi-

nal position on the southern edg4 of the Bois ?lat-Oheaaeo118 Ali that

afternoon and night the enemy r-t heavy fire on the vicinity of Consen-

voye. the Bois de Chaume, and the Consenvoye-Etraye road, and at 1930
119

put a heavy gas concentration ju't east of the Boia de Chaume.

The attack w, renewed on the 16th, when the 58th BrigSae carried

the enemy positions at Molleville Forme, and the next day reportedly

reached the surimit (Cote 3751) in la Grande Montagneo Except for the

necessary ad jstment of its lines on the right flank, the, 33rd Division
120

held fast aso)g Grid 82.

History, 1, 145 - 46.

118
1 HistorZ, T, 145 - 4 9j SOT 35, 33rd Div, 14 - 15 0oto

SHistory. I. 149a DOR, 15 - 16 Oot rptd 50 gas & HE rds at that
hour on the road east of Consenvoye. with "shelling" in the Bois do
Chaumeo

History, I, 152 - 550 See G - 2 Plan of Defense, Sector east of
Mouse o Grid Line 24, 17 Oct (33rd Div Box 8, 32.8), which rptd that
the enemy still held all terrain above Grid S3 east of the Mouse 0  Be- 4
tween Vilosnes and Sivry, said G - 2, were elements of the 106th Land-
sturm Div and let A-H, and from Sivry east, elements of the"T9tW6.'.
7th Re Div. .nlih Div.
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With Abierioan troops oomprislng almost two-thirds of his corps foroes,

Ganaral Claudel had for some time been concerned with the serious lopses

they wore sustaining from gas shell bombardments° The 6nemy, he said in

a Note do Lervios on 11 Ootober. "has made, during several eounterattaokm,

intensive use of Yparite" and it was necessary to caution th3 Amex i,.ns to

avoid delay in masking during any bombardment, to prepere changes of sta-

tion in case of yperite shelling, to disinfeot yperite areas quinkly, and

to instruct troops in gas defenseo

Less than A week letter, on the 17th. speaking of the 42 gas casual-

ties reported that day in the 33rd Division and the 97 in the 29th Divi-

sion, Claudcl salds "These high figures can only indicate either in-

experience or carelessness on the part of the men." Intensive instruo-

tions were to be, given eat once by the two divisions in proper ma, p; and

proper respect for yperiteo121 No replies or comments on these .ates

have been found. Of interest, as they support General Claudel's concern,

are oomparatIve gas casualty figures for his French divisions, in the

Analysis, below.

Notes do Servicoe 9361/H, 11 Oct; 946 C/3, 17 Oct (33rd Div Box 7,

32.7).

The 33rd DiT casualties on the 17th may have resulted from the 45 gas
and HN roimds on the 129th Inf in the Boie do Chawae at 1625 on the 16th,
further gas and HE on the road above the Bols do Consewvoye at 1615, and
three "heavy gas" fires at 2150, 2400, and 0130, 17 Oct, on the road waet
of Consonvoye wood°

The 129th lnf reported *heavy gas" thirteen times in the fivo-day period,
13 - 18 Oat. See 80Me, 129th Inf.(33rd Div Box 16, 32o16). C(hrom Roo of
Events of 129th Inf, 19 Oat (33rd Div Box 15, 11o5) says total casualties
of the regt, 29 8ep - 19 Oct, were 37 killed, 1041 wounded or gassed.
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Through each of these days of waitiag, from 14 to 19 0otobo~r,, this

appa''Tontly unassailable enemy artillery continued to pound the 33rd Divi-

sion astride the Meuse with gas and HE, hitting Its artillery positions

in the Bois Sachet, Boi~s Jure, and in the vicinity of Drillannourt and

Gerccourt, Its troop. in transit over the Meuse, and the troop kreas east

of the river from C;onsenvoy* to the Bois do Chaune*1 2 2

The iracreased usp of gas after 12 October, am donianded by Mtaas Oat,

Is sgen in the amnrnition consumption reports that are available for thes

32nd Division, which came in between the .18t Austro-Hungarian and 15th

Divisions on e October0 (Its subsequent position is represented in Map

No. 14o) Though 3ketchy between 8 - 11 October1 thereafter the artillery

records of the 32nd Divisiou are fairly oomplete. While Its principal

targets were in the sector of the 29th Division and 18-,.h French Division,

some priportion of its fire each day fell on the worn-out 33rd Division

beside thema The dates below are those of the reoprts and represent the

previous day's fires

13 October 13,099 HE 1,117 gas, (green aross and blue cross)
14 October 3, 989 HE 3,981 gas, including 1,084 yellow cross
15 October 5,216 shrapnel 6,690 gas, including 1,022 yellow cross
16 October 3, 626 shrapnel 1, 957 gas, Including 30 yellow cross
17 October 1,707 shrapnel 2,573 gas, includixg 780 yellow orobs
18 October 1,448 shrapnel 99() gas, including 150 yellow cross
19 October 308 shr-apnol 1,451 gas, including 557 yellow cross

29,,393 18,759 3,623

The targets of the 32nd Division artillery wore "ravines and draws

and enemy assembly positions, approaches, and infantry strong points0>"

SOI 35 -40, 33rd Div, 14 -20 Oct0
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On 16 October, Kllener Stern [below Molleville Form]ja and Schaumborgmuldo

[the ravine between the Bois do Ohume and Bais do ConsenvoyD3 were ru-

ported to have been contaxinated with yellow cross, with other yellow oross

fire on targets to the right of the 33rd Diviaio.n vetoro That veme day,

tho 16th, the artillery order said that "the supply of ammnition makes

greater economy necessaryooo.In annihilation fire blue cross will be used

only in slight amounts."

The fire order for the night of 18 - 19 October called for 200 10-cm

yellow cro~s rounds on the Consenvoye crossroad between 2300-0400, and to

the east, 150 rounds of blue and green cross on Kleiner Stern and 300

rounds of yellow cross on the Ormont Ferme area. The fire order for the

night af 19 - 20 October called for 200 roimds of yellow cross along the

Consenvoye-Kleiner Stern road, 100 10-cm yellow cross rounds in the ravine

south of Consenvoye, 150 l0-o-n yellow cross rounds northeast of Consenvoye,

as well as similar quantities of yellow, blue, and green cross shell in the

sectcrs of the 29th Dl)vision and 18th Frenoh Divisions.

The artiliery ammunition report oZ 20 October confirmed the carrying

out oi' these missions but failed to distinguish between gas and HE in its

total of 5,991 rounds consumea the previous dayo.2 3

The Division Gas Officer wts to report a total of 1,886 yellow, bluep,

and green cross shells in eight separate attacks on troops in the Bois do

Chaume, Bois Plat-Chone, and in and around Gonvenvoye between 17 - 19

October. He reported few or no casualties resulting from seven of the

32nd Div-Sub Units-WD&A, 8 - 20 Oct (German Files Box 184, fol III,
"pp.
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attacks, but the eighth, agdinst the 1lt Battalion, 129th Infantry, on the

aftercon of the 18th he said, owausel "fWCw casualties then, but mny

latere"124 The~e m.y be the 06 men of the 129th Infmntry reported by

G - 3 as having been "wounded" in the trenches south of Cosenvoye that

day° 
1 2 5

They are better identified in the DGO mouhly Sao report for October,

which shows 97 gas casualties in the 129th Infantry om 18 October and 83

on 19 October. A special report on the gas attack of 18 October, however,

esid only 49 men, izoluding the gas NCOs, wore evaouatedo There had been

no casualties up to the time the battalion was moved out of the area where

approximately 300 green I, green 2, blue, and yellow cross shells had fal-

len over a period of several hours. But after their arrival in the sup-

port trenches, they sat around a tifr to dry out and keep warm, and the

casualties resulted when their wet, contaminated clothing released mustard

fumese128 In the same monthly gas report for October, Lisutnnant Vawter

was to show a tota: of 807 gas casualties evacuated during th3 peri.od 17 -

21 Ootobsr.

Ltr, DUO to COO III Corps, 20 Oot, subs Weekly Rpt, 13 - 20 Oct (WD
Hist Box 300, 33.6).

125
MR, 33rd Div, 18 - 19 Oct.

128

Ltr, P00 33rd Div to C CWS, 20 Oot, subs Speoial Rpt, L-rid lines
24"0 Bois do Consezvoye (ID iist Box 300, 33., Rpta on Gas-Atka).
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SBeginning the night of 19 - 20 October, a• the two brigades comploted

their last ixohanges of units, the 33rd Division was relieved ty the 15th

Colonial DMvlsiono Three days of rest, to be followed by a short trai.nizg
period, were prescribed as the last of the troops came into thT DPieus &rea,

ten kilometers south of Verdtm, on the 21st. 1 2 7

Less than a week later, on 26 October, the division was transferred

to the II ColonialCorps, Second American Army, and put into the line near

Troyon-sur-Meuse, southeast of Verdun, in relief of the 79th Diviaion. 1 2 8

Although operationally inactive until the eve of the Armistice, and

occupied principally with strengthening the defense system in its sector,

the 33rd Division was under gas attack every one of the remaining days of

the war, including a major attack over a fairly wide area with approxi-

mately 2,400 yellow and blue cross shells on the night of 29 - 30 October

that cost a reported 142 gas casualties. 12 9 In all, between 26 October

7FO 30, 33rd Div, 6s15 p.mo, 19 Oct (33rd Div Boxi 5, 32o); -Histor,
I, l57•, 151. 70 76, irst krmy, 18 hr, 19 Oct (USA in theI ' s 1said the 33rd Div nas rel.eved "for the purpose oT'z-rT~ving the 79th Div."

r128
FO 31, 33rd Div, 8sO0 pem, 23 Oct0

129

.Rpt on Gas Atk (33rd Div Box 1?, 63.33); ltr, DGO 33rd Div to C C'WS,3 Nov, subs Weekly Rpt (GAF-33rd Div)- Note de Service, 31 Oct (3.3rd Div
Box 7, 32.7); Opns Rpt, 130th Inf ., quoted in HisS , I, 390 - 91.
Spencer's account (History of las Attacks upon th-eAEo.F., I1, 367) covers
only part of the attack.
Followilg this atk the division issued Tag Cfrc 188, nod., on "New Gas
Discipline,' Tng Circ 189, 4 Nov, on the handling of mustard gas casual-
ties, and dir3cted attention again to Tng Ciro 177, 19 Sep, on mustard
gas defernse. Cf. W s 1, 184, 188.

-75-

q I4



The 3dvýstvo h &,w ))ivi44on wto istil tbaeut ing 61&yo Pspek

ins, 'uttllo herth Axratovn** ofthe Lqkr aving o&T anokod andl in

thvped andpart of troop inl action, and poined poudly tothe, on that

wring toops i10 R1.ed e the diviio ran.ed 20ith insv the ,atd ivn'n woulded

rtnewod w2th. The Histonoryihtaeade that wute a~niyetht o by ou7 owyn or

aetiem strorpsbi the 3rd isiuu ranked 13naon 1 2 iiacmi

TotalbTtle Batutlte asubetween 7, Seth~e r d Divisiovebrn

corhadling of tywreop 1i00 acione" and pointe proundd.yt thee fact that

in roop kille D othly divtson ranke Ca0athinte Novmbe 1918 in(ounddi

3rakd 12th. This Histor mighude 15hase asdes thor wthe ontle 27 day in

notiv setons the 3otslrd aiiind 174ke betvn amn th 29 Nov.on I

1322
he 1,26 5. f yZ. h a it emn: tt

Tota batle asultie bewee 76 Setme-n 1.Nvmea

codn 4oArs ee102kle nd821wudd hs iue



soon excessive (though unahallongeoble at the mosmnt) in the light of divi-

sionel data. For the 44 days (10 September - 23 October) in the seetor

north of Verdun, the divisional History reported total battle oamualti6 cof

5,2135 including Z52 officers and men killed and 4,718 wownded. 1 3 In his

final report, General Bell showed -, tozal of 5,167 battle jasualties batweeki

18 September - 25 October, inol.ing 344 killed and 4,700 wounded.134  The

Amerloan Battle Monumeunts Commission's study, 33rd Division• usmarxyof Op-

tKJ•jj= (1944). pp. 43 - 44, reveals still feior total onsualtioes

7-.5 Sep O6cSp 2 ? j-70Ot 8-23 Out Total

Killed 2 &4 80 242 ,78
Died of wounds 11 11 S7 82 161
Wounded 52 244 961 2,292 Z;.549

;66 309 1,098 2,~l 1ý6,088

What none of these sources revouls is that the 33rd Division had con-

siderably more gas casualties than wounded durir.g the period 26 September -

20 October. What to mnre, no other division ia the AV suffered greater

numbers of gas casualties than did the 33rd, either during that period or

at any time in the entire Meuse-Argonne oampaign. 3 5

4 istor, I. 166 - 67; III, 368.

134
Rpt, Bell to G - 3 First Army, 28 Dec. subs Rpt of Oprns of 33rd Div

(33rd Div Box 45. 314.7).

Notes No corroboration in possible through the D4Rs of the division,
whioh for the period 26 Sep - 20 Oct indicate total casualties of only
389, including just 6 gas cam'alties in those 2b days*

135
Chart tu First Army Box 342-COO Mica Corroep, shows 1,8C(i gas casual-

ties in the 33rd Div for 27 Sep - 10 Oct arst 2,016 for 27 Sep -17 Nov.
See also po 90, below.
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A 00apa"16n O' fvlscý` 096 Offoao ond ors U ft4Vd- 6

fig•ure®s for' the S3rd Dk-0'.&iqvi. with t+ho8e found ,kn ths field hrpit&'1 a-

'At.maton Utts r,+ *6 fo .lo'lowr+s"+S6

2 9 41ep 19 t

30 SVp 20
I 4oo 4 6 29 34
2 0vt 12 6 4 13

00.t 1. 17 15
4 Oat 29 6 ~ ?2 311
5 Oct 377 12161 17
& Oat 48 322 381 12
7Oat 10 179 2 2
8 Oct 3 40 5 11
9 oat 465 74 261 '115

10 Oct 134 294 106 97
i1 Oct 183 E9 91 292
12 Oct 33 162 85 85
13 Oct 14 78 18 24
14 Oct 37 21 37 21
1b Oot 63 53 65 19
16 Sot 120 83 169 5
17 Oct 325 174 306 13
I 8Oct 387 58 142 4
19 Oct 84 62 14
20 Oot 9 12 5
21 00t 2 5

2N7 1.841+3 1, V78 892

DOO data from Rpt of Gas Casualties, 33rd Div. Oct 1918 (GAF-33rd
Div)*

COG do$a frowR pt oe Gas Casualties. III Corps, Uot 1918, (First Army Box
3O0-II C). The rpt also shown th#Lt "the Corps' 4th Div haM 837 gao owasual-
ties in Oct, the Sf.h bad 1,328, the 90th $95, the 3rd Div 602, and the fth
Div 507, for a owrps total oe 5,32• in Oct. exoelusive of 3 gas deaths Ln
the U3rd Div -iu figures above) and 9 in the 9Oth Div.
Both gas end H] oasualty data in the last two columns are from the w *--
via• li•,t of YTHe 129 snr 132 (33rd Div. Med Dept Boxes 3711, 3714), PH 318
(BOth Div, Mod Dept Box Uo83), and PF 114 (Z9th Div, Mod Dept Box 3650)o
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The figure of 1,978 gas casualties compiled from hospital admission

lists is based on incomplete records. Between 26 - 30 September, FE 131

operated a gas and HN triage at Glorieux, northwest of Verdun, until re-

lieved on the 30th by the regular gas hospital of the 33rd Division, rH

132° There are no records available for FE 131, although it is said to

have oared for several thousand patients between 26 - 30 September.2 1 7

Many of these patients doiibtless came from other divisions as well a&

the 33rd, since the narrative indicates less than 350 casualties in the

33rd Division during that period, which presumably includes the 65 gas

oases reported by the DGO for 26 - 30 September.i 8

Hospital figures for the period 26 September - 4 October are based

on the admission lists of FH 132 at Glorieux and FE 318 (80th Division)

at Fromerville. Hospitalized gas cases for the period 5 - 15 October

are based on the lists of FH 318 and FR 129, located at Bethinoourt,

which took care of 33rd Divisicn gas casualties on the west bank, and

FE 132, to which those on the east bank were sent. Finally, gas casual-

ties for 15 - 20 October are found in the admission lists of FE 129 and

FE 114 (29th Division), which relieved FH 132 at Glorieux.

The hospital picture is further complioated by the fact that the

33rd Division's FH 130, whose records show no gas nasualties, was

137

Medical IWt of the U 5 AM in the World War (Washingtons (PO,
1926), VIII. 625 - 27.

138
Rpt of Gas Casualties, 33rd Div, Sep 1918 (GAW - 33rd Div). DMR,

.1I 33rd Div, 28 - 29 "ep (33rd Div Box 8, 33.1) reoports total casualties
"of 4 offiocers and 329 men between 26 - 29 Sep.

A I
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nevertheless apparently operated as a gas hospital for a short time,

since an order ended its function as such on 4 October. That same date,

FE 132 was directed to restrict itself to emergency Sas oases only,

since III Corps planned to setap an 80th Division field hospital at

Bethincourt as the Corps Gas Hospital. 1 3 9 But gas catualties in the

corps became so numerous -- there were more than 5,000 in October -

that a oonsolidated gas hospital was not practicable, and FH 132 con-

tinued as the principal 33rd Division gas hospital. 1 4 0

The 1,641 gas casualties in the 33rd Division reported by corps

in its October summary was increased to 1,719 in a postwar corps report

that covered the entire period that the 33rd Division was under III

Corps, i.eo, 15 September - 26 October (see below, pe 90 ). An Army

summary of divisional gas casualties over the period 27 September - 17

November showed 2,016 gas casualties in the 33rd Division. 14 1 The Div-

ision, Gas Officer's report of 2,357 gas casualties in October was, un-

der the circumstances, perhaps exousive.

Gas Mask 3zhaustion

The Chemical Warfare Service appears to have been greatly con-

cerred over the large number of gas casualties reported by the division

O.s 11, 12, 108th Ban Tr, 33rd Div, 3, 6 Oct (•5. Medical History
of the 33rd Div, Ned Dept Box 3704, fol 1).

140
Memo for Div Surgeons fr OCS III Corps, 7 Oct (Medical History,

above).

141

t First Army Box 342, COO0 Misc Corremp.



for Ootobor* Lieutenant Vawtor explained that the figures had been ob-

tained from the divisional statistical officer, but did not represent

the true picture of &an oasualtieso For instance, he asid,

On October 17th one regiment evacuated over 500 men as gasaaed, This
regiment had been out of the active area 48 hours. Practically every
xman who was examined was found not to be gassed but suffering from am-
haustion and coldo The records of casualties are based on how a man is
tagged as he goes back and not as the case is actually found. Al?. of
these men were back for duty in a few days.

On the 18th and 19th the 131st Infantry had some 400 men evacuated as
gassed, and it was found later that the men weire suffering from colds
Fuio Dand exhaustiono The Division Medical Gas Officer stated that
possibly 300 to 400 of the others were evacuated the same way. If gas
was not used those would not be evacuated but due to the benefit of t• 2 f.-J
doubt that the men must have, it is necessary to cali then gas cases.

While these statements of the DGO do not agree &t all. with the

breakdown of his figures or those of the gas hospitals (Analysis, p-78 ),

there is some corroboration for his remarksi in the final report of the

131st Infantry medical officer who said that "a great percentage of

those tagged as gassed were more properly due to exhaustion and gaao"

He added, "Gas solely and direetly ýftgi reqponsible for but tow oauses,"

and the 'm.ajority fof true gas oases in the regiment wer• due to Yellow

Cross shells."' 1 4 3 Elsewhere, the medioal offioer if the 15Jth Infantry,

which had the fewest gas oasualties of the fcur r,%Skwents, said of his

battle oaaualtioi that "In general the moat• seriouo caaso were those that

Ltr, DGO to C CWS, 2 Nov, subs Ca&iualty Rpt; itr, N0 to 0 (,8, 22
Feb 19, subs Gas Atks (GAF-33rd Div). wo oorraespondenat of the ,MOO has
been found.

Rpt, Surg, 131st luf, Mod Hist of 13rd Div, p., 23. A
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had been gassed," ozd that there vvre more veoloating thsn aaphytiating

gas afteSo." 44

No commehte have been f'a:X by t•h medioa offloert4 of the 129th

Infauntry, the worst gassed in the division, or of the 132nd Infantry.

There was some agreement of eoperience between the c sandiu.g offioers

of FH 129 and FH 131,, the first asserting that "Sixty percent of men

tagged 'Gassed' turned out to bo auffertng from cauass other than gas,"

"and the latter that "Nearly all gas oases wore v*etoant (mustard) gas,"

implying that the abundant use of non-vesicant agents by 'the enemy did .--

not produce true gas cases* 1 4 5

These reports of the Division Gas Officer and division medical of-

fi.•ers ralso the question about the kinds of gas fired by the enemy.

With limited enemy data this cannot be entirely resolved. The German

artillory orders seem to indicate that blue cross (diphenylahlorarsine)

rather than mu3tard gas was principally used in harasping fire, with

only ocoasicnal meuion of oontamination or -ellow arose fire. The

Divirin Gas Officer in his gas attack reports seems to agree that di-

phexNI].ohLor&rsine was the prinuipal agent used, with mustard gas the

nvxt largeýTt 4uaitity used, and phosgene only in mall amountse

A survey of the l,978 gas oasualtieu in the hospital admission

liata ildioatos that 544 were admitted as mustiard gas oases, 21 phos-

gene, L19 diphenylohlorarsine. 809 simply an "gassed," 457 not yet

4Rpt, VD, 150th lnf, Mod Hist of the 53rd Div, ppo 21 - 22.

Mod Rist of the Urd Div, pp. 15, 16.
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deternAned•" and 28 "mlý-d gas" Thi, Ui.sti bution appears to agree with

tbe findings of the DGO j:nd -eekii al officiers, a ' with what we know of

the p'toportion o; o ,' gasi;eý by the )'rnd Division (narrative, pc 71)0

Of the AI978 toG'Ai 3&S9 zalti08, 0, 1,294 admitted as a result of

unidentified gas, "i _ , or '8.s not yet determined" support the

field hospital stotemo ol ; Y percent of the men tagged "Gassed" were

suffering from causes .re than gaso The prinolpal "other cause" was

unquestionably gas mask exhaustiono

Although "battle exhaustion" was well known and reoognized as such

in World War I, the phenomenon of "gas mask exhaustion* has not been en-

countered in any record* Yet in any organization that encountered pro-

longed gassing, especially in repeated small quantities, and where good

gas discipline was maintained, as it %ppeers to have bsen in the 33rd

Division, gas mask exhaustion certainly took as great a toll as con-

ventional battle exhaustion. The suffocating effect of the nose-olip

and mouthpiece of the small box respirator becuae intolerable in a short

time, and the necessity of wearing the respirator night after night, re-

sulting in both losa of sleep and progressive fatigue, guaranteed even-

tual exhaustion.

In the growing state of uxhaustion In whioh the 33rd Division found

itself on the east bank of the Meuse, it would have been remarkable if

the Incessent enemy EX and gas fire, unhampered by divisional efforts

to still it, had not produced evidence of gas panic among the troops.

That periodic waves of &at pwia, among both offiaera and men, swept the

Sdiv•i4n frorn 9 Ootober until the division wao relieved on the 18th, seems

84-



clear from the narrative (pp. e0 - 64, 60 61). Furthermore, th, Di.vision

Gas Oirficer's postwar explanation for the iarge uxmbers of San Casualties

#evauated on 17, LS. and 19 October may be viewld in another light when we

read his nimm•ary report on the gas oasualties evacuated in. the period 9 -

13 October0

He was to report that on ths night of the 9th, and again on the loth

and l1th, the enemy repeatedly fired swall quantities of blue cross shell

(diphenylohloraraino) into 'the valley from the Bois do Consenvoye to the

Memse, between Consenvoye and Brabant, occupied during this period by

elements of the 129th, 131st, and 132nd Infantry. Almost all of the

troops were exposed to the gas, said Lieutenant Vawtor, and apparently

reported themselves gassed, but only 75 were evacuated am hospital cases

by the regimental medical officers.

Such small concentrations of diphonylohlorarsine, said Lieutenant

Vawter, caused only temporary inconvenience to men in good condition,

but these men had been in the line for almost five weeks, without rest

and under constant harassing fire, and were "dirty, tired, and with a

weakened will powers" The enemy, he asserted, deliberately used blue

cross on tired troops, since even small conoentrations were sufficient
146

to put then out of action. 14.

Another element in the large number of gas casualties suffered while

east of the Meuse should be mentioned, even though it has proved negative.

It was anticipated, In the course of this study, that some expression of

£I

Ltr, DOO to COO III Corps, 13 Oat, subs Gas Rpts (GAF-33rd Div).
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conoern would bo found in the reoords when 33rd and 29th Division troops

advanced east of the Mouse o-.rr the terrain that had been yperited by

Army and XVII Corps artillery between 26 September - 2 October, in the

neutraitaion of the Cotes de Meuse. Since less than a week elapsed

between the last yperiting and the advance over that ground on 8 October,

many of thi target areas must still have retained some degree of contami-

nation° It i& not likely that the warning to take precautions in those

gassed areas was scrupulously heeded, and yet there is no record that any

raustard gas casualties were incurred in this fashion.o1
4

Gas and HE Shell

33rd Divi.•ion Summaries of Intelligence and Dail:y Operations Reports

have proved useless as sources of statistics for this study, While the

SOls between 26 September - 20 October regularly report "heavy gas shell-

ing during the night," "gas concentrations throughout the night," etc.,

the enemy gas shell count for that perioa +otals only 710, exclusive of

600 mixsd gas and HE. The actual count of enemy HE shell comes to 5,481,

with most days marked only by "heavy intermittent shelling," "deadly

flanking fire," etc.

DOR figures, compiled for the same period, reveal that the 33rd

Division artillery fired a total of 90,004 HE rouads into the enemy lines,

Ltr, CGO first Army to CG III Corps, 5 Oot•stubs Mustard gassed
areas north of Verdun (GAF-lIst A). See Col. J. N. W. Schulz, let Army GO,
lectre Exeoution of Gas Plans for the.ooA-M Opn. 17 Jan 1919, po 19 (GHQ

Sý - 3 Rpts Box 3153, fol 1090-4)s •)ur 33rd and 29th Divisions, with-

out any resulting ill effects, &perated across the Meuse: over ground
that had been mustard gassed up to six days beforehand."
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while a more 4,201 rounds were fired into the sectcr in that period by

enemy artillery, all of it apparently HE. Suoh enmy gas shell data as

appear in this study are from other souroes than divisional G - 2 and

G- 3.

The available German records are little more satisfactory. While

the German artillery orders for the nightly harassing missions with

gas and HE are fairly complete, none of them, with the exception of the

32nd Division orders in the latter part of October, indicates the num-

ber of gas or HE shells allotted for or fired in these missions. Ex-

coeptional too is the report of Maas Oat on 12 October that for the

period 2 - 12 October, the divisional artillery in that corps fired a

total of 29,843 HE shells and 2,262 gas shells (narrative, ppo 61 - 62),

It is necessary to accept the figure of 2,600 gas shells reported

by the Division Gas Officer as falling in the Bois des Moriaux on tht

morning of 5 October (narrative/pp. 32 - 34) The 7th Reserve Division

merely confirmed the contamination fire, althougxi n• jinJer or shell

count has been found in its records. in addition to the 2,600 gas

shells, the DO0 estimated between 2,400 and 4,000 HE shells in the tar-

get area in the course of the gas attack. Ha reported total gas casu-

alties of 350; the brigade reported 380 casualties in the Ist Battalion

alone. Neither reported any HE casualties. The hospital lists, how-

cver, show 158 gas casualties in the 129th Infantry admitted on 5

October and 362 on 6 October, a total of 52n. (The DG0 total for thosb

two days is 391.) The wounded, for all regiments in the division on 5

October, were 17, according to hospital racords. Only two men are

-87



.............. . .... . ....... ............

known to have beon killed that day, by exploding ga, shell fragments dur-

ing the gai. at$tack0

Accepting these conflicting figures, between 5 and 7 gas shells were

required for each gas casualty in the attack. The results of the HE

shalllng, even assuming that all 17 casualties that day occurred in the

129th Infantry, would indicate that between 140 and 235 shells were re-

quired for each wo.und casualty.

For further comparative statistics, it is necessary to rely on the

unique ammunition expenditure report of Maas Ost (narrative, ppo 62 -

63). While a Principal target of Maas Ost divisional artillery was un-

doubtedly the 33rd Division sector, that artillery also fired into the

sector of the 4th Division, to the left of the 33rd, and into the .eo-

tors of the 29th Division and 18th French Division, to the right of the

33rd. Maas West artillery, for which we have no data, also fired on the

33rd Division sector west of the river. Under the circumstanoe3, the

figures of 29,843 HE ard 2,262 gas rounds have been arbitrarily accepted

to represent the approximate weight of shell fired into the t3rd Division

sector alone during the ten days between 2 - 11 October.

Between 2 - 12 October, the Division Gas Officer rsported a total

of 935 gas casualties (not counting the 377 resulting 11-om the gas at-

tack of 5 October)o Field hospital lists show 748 gas casualties (ea.x

elusive of 381 for the 5th) and 693 HE casualties fir the same period,

of which 538 gas and 603 HE casualties occurred betveen 8 - 12 October,

during the advance on the east bank and the disastrous counterattacks

there.
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On the basls of 935 gas oanualtios, the 2,262 gas rounds produced a

oasualty fur each 2A4 shellso On th.. hksia of 74-C goi oatualtioti, the

proportion was 3 shells for each catualtyv Pron te^au*ir every one of

the 696 HE casualties was caused by high ea.:plosive shell and not iachi.ne

gun and rifle fire (as most of them wore), the proportion is 44 shells

for each wound casualty.

The Division Gas Officer's estimate of 1,885 gS shells fýa&11ing iL

-the troop aroas east of the Meuse between 17 - 19 October (narrative,

ppo 73 - 74) resulted in bAtween 610 and 796 pa; casualties, according

to hospital and DGO data, or no more than 2 to 3 shells for each cas-

ualtyo

The unusually low ratio between gas shells and gas casualties may

be explained in the statements of the DGO and medical officers that the

oombination of gas and exhaustion produced casualties out of all pr°o-

portion to the amount of gas shell fired by the enemy.

It was this combination of continual gassing and progressive ex-

haustion, and the absence of large-scale gas attacks, that made report-

ing the gas experience of the 33rd and the other divisions in III Corps

so difficult for the gas officers° The line officers were inclined to

suspect malingering, while the mediqal offioers were confused by the

numbers of men reporting themselves gassed, whose symptoms were not

sufficiently pronounced for certain diagnosis.

As the Corps Gas Offic r saids "On active fronts it is found that

where there is daily shelling, certain areas are kept saturated with

gas ithout any- specific gas attack made, although daily casualties
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"from gas oocuro" Gas casualties could riot therefore be ascrlbed to spe-

cific gas attaoks. and howevor large their numbers, could only be summed

up each week and so reported.J48

A siumary of these weekly figures received from I1I Corr.o divisione

durirg the period 9 September 11 November appears in a postwar report of

II C,,.rpss

Gassed Other TOTAL

3rd Division 602 1,.06 1,706
4th Divi.i on 918 1"909 2,627
5th Division 5135 3,510 4,075

32nd Division 15 U1S 131
33rd Division I,716- 3 deaths 896 2,612
80th Division 1,462 2,750 4,212
90th Division 449+- 3 deaths 1,650 2,099

5,727+-12 deaths 11,937 17,664 9

The figures corroborate the distinction achieved by the 33rd Division in

riporting almost tiqice as many gai casualties as other oasualties• Of

148
Ltr, COO III Corps to C CWS Att Def Div, 27 Oct, subs Record of Gas

Atks (First Army Box 340, 1Il CGO)o

149
Ltr, CGO Ill C to CGO Yirst Army, 19 Nov, subs Rpt on Gas Activities

from Sep 9th to Nov llth (First Army Box 340). The estimate of III Ccrps

that 35,000 gati shells were fired into its area during this period would
indicate a gas casualty for every six shells.

A similar chart in ltr, CGO III Corps to C CWS, 12 Nov, subs Rpt on Gas

Activities for October (Box 340 and GAF-III Corps) shows totals of 6,ph23

gas casualties (including 12 deaths) and 9,214 nthor casualties°

Still a third chart, in III Corps Rpt on Pr.soners, Cunualties.o.from, 26
Sop to Ii Nov, 18 Nov (5th. Div Box 4, 16.i) shows totals of 6,041 gas
casualties and 15,,167 wou•,dedo In this chart, '38 officers and 1,963 men

in the 33rd Div were gasaed and 8 officers and 1.169 men wera wounded.

V - 90-
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special inte.•st is the cloce agreaouiant bet•on corps' "other" figure of

896 and the hospital woundud total of 892 through 21 October. (No ,pla-

nation cen be given for the wide disorpaucoy botweon the casualty to.utal

in this corps chart of 2,612 and the casualty totals of 5,113, 5,187 and

40088, on pp. 67 - 68 *bovoo)

The corps' figpure, alcso tend to explain why the 33rd Division was

put back in the line less than a week efter being relieved along the

S1euee, without apparently receiving any rep.aoements.150 With less than

900 wound casualties, the dtvibion may have seemed to higher headquarters

to have required ieither replacements nor an extended rest.

Unfair, perhaps, to the 33rd Division, in view of their dates, are

four Coate-Rendus (G - 1 reports) of the XVII French Corps which have

betn found, offering comparative data on the gas nnd wound casualties in

that Corps, As waa shown in Study No. 4, "The 26th Division in the Aisne-

Marne Campaign" (ppo 63 - 64), the French, under similar or even heavier

gas fire than that experienced by American troops at their side, took far

fewer c.•.ualtieso After four years of war, the French hal learned to

conserve their forces and the French soldier had learned to respect gas.

Thus General Claudel vas right to &uggest that the high gas aasualtles

in his Amerloan livisions indicatad "either inexperience or oarelessness"

Lnarratire, pp. 69 - 70).

* Wi-
No mention of replacements has been found in the History or the

records of the division, although Spenoer (II, 363a) qiuo-' e unlikely
figure of 200140 replacements, found in Shipley Thomas, The Histor-o of
The AoE.Fo, po 465•
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There is no reason to think that the weight of HE or gas shell fired

by the enemy varied much between the divisions. Even considering the fact

that a French division had approximately half the rifle strength of an

American division, the disproportionate casualty figures below indicate

that American divisions were 'indeed either inexperienced or careless%1 5 1

12-13 Oct 15-16 Oct 19-20 Oct 21-22 Oct
Wound --Gas Wound- od" G W

15th Col. 1 0
33rd Div 186 49 17 20 5 37 3 1I
29th Div 212 93 193 264 41 33 10 46
26th Div 13 11 24 11
13th French 50 15 13 57
26th French 89 21 12 3 3 4 2 0
10th Col. 9 12 0 6

A final word remains to be said concerning the Division Gas Officer,

1st Lt Vawter. No reports or correspondence of his has been found in the

records of the division, he is not mentioned in the official H , and,

curiously, in almost every report of his found in corps, Army, or GAF re-

cords, the manner of the reports indicates that he obtained his informa-

tion at second hand, pr6sumably from the regimental and battalion medical

officers and gas officers.

Yet few organizations appear to have issued more training circulars

on gas defense or been more diligent in their efforts to establish good

gas discipline than the 33rd Division, presumably -- although no evidence

has been found -- through the efforts of the Division Gas Officer. More-

over, an inspection tour made by the office of ;he Chief Gas Officer,

First Army, late in October results, in high marks for both him and his

33rd Di7 Box 2, 20*23.
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organization, despite the fact that the division was to prove unique in

reporting more gas casualties than wound casualties in the Meuse-Argonne

campaign. The inspector reported that 33rd Divisiun gas defense equip-

ment was found ample in every particular, and that Colonel Vandervater

of the office of the Chief of Staff "talked of Lt. Vawter in the most

complimentary terms, and seemed to be satisfied in every way with the

gas defense of the Divisiono"152

Use of Gas by the 52nd Field Artillery

The 52nd FA Brigade apparently had an abundaice of gas ammunition

throughout the campaign but would not use it. Available ammunition re-

ports for the period 11 - 14 October reveal almost 10,000 75-mm special

shells and 300 155-mm special shells on hand* The divisiou was apparently

without smoke shells, for none are listed.

The only artillery orders showing use of gas indicate that the 106th FA

fired 2C phosgene rounds on the night of 30 September at targets aoross

the river, above Consenvoye and in the Bois de Chaume, and 15 phosgene

rounds on the morning of 1 October, "east of the Meuse." The artillery

regimental histories report firing large quantities of HE but no smoke

or gas shellse.
153

162

Ltr, Capt T. W. Balfe, OCGO First Army to CGO First Army, 27 Got,
subs Trip to 33rd Div for ACofS G - 4 (First Army Box 339, 470). Neither
Col Vandervater nor his headquarters has been identified.

153
Reports and histories in 33rd Div Box 11, 44.6; Box 13, 44.6; Box

12, 32.12.
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The Division Gas Officer explained this record o' the 52nC FA Brigade

in a letter to the III Corps Gas Officer on 15 October%

Our Artillery Brigade has not put over any gasoo.oncerning the use of
Gas by our Artillery, they do not seem to be keen on the ust, of iL, you
are probably familiar with the difficulties in oonvinci•g people that mod-
eim warfare does not require noise and destruction to get the best re-
suits in the way of putting men out of aotion° There iu quite a bit of

•as ammunition laying about the area, some of which has no markings on
1it] at all, but during the present clean up arrangements have been made
to assemble it all in the vicinity of Geroourt. It it hoped that when all
the shells are assembled in one pl~c more interest will be worked up and
a show of our own will be started.

But the time had passed when it might have been effect .vely used, and pre-

sumably the gas ammunition was left at Gercourt when the di-vision pulled

out.

The Yellow Cross Division

The advice of III Corps 1o its divisions on 24 October9 that they

"must learn to avoid serious losses, and carry on a fignt for three or

four weeks before relief," came too late to help the 33rd Division. 1 55

It Nras a tired and casualty-ridden division when it crossed the Meuse

on the night of 9 - 10 October. (Why the 129th lnfantry, aiter its suo-

oessive gassings, was sent across is a mystery*) On the east bank the

troops rapidly passed from weariness to exhaustion, as the division met

enemy forces in a state of readiness far greater than that found on 26

September, and was exposed to daily gas fire more pervasive, because

5 Memo, 15 Oct9 nose (WD Hist Box 300, 33069 Use of Gas by A•rty) 0

155

Memo, III Corps to all divisions, subs Tactical Defects (90th Div
Box 6, 32.15)o
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concentrated in a smaller area, than had been met wigh on the w.st bank.

There is no reason to doubt that every combat officer and man in tht

division was gassed to sorae degree in the operation.

On the west bank, without p~rotaotion against the Gorman artillery

on the Cotasde Meuse, the 33rd Division could do nothing about its

plight but hold ono On the east bank it advanced until it was ovartakon

by gas and gas mask exhaustion. The comparative casualty fiigur!'o, as

well as the distances covered by the American and French forces east of

the Meuse, might be construed to indicate that the Americans were written

off as expendable oven as they crossed the Meuse.


