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3 .y .
E‘ K lormel operations continuec in each SEA LOKLS campaign during a month e
" 3 of generally lowor levels of exemy activity. Ihe nunber of enemy contacts .
- 3 .
l,' ‘ fell off noticably, cspecially those initiated by bostile fire. Units of T
’ b the }obile Kiverine Force, Coastal Surveillance Force, and River Fatrol
] Force along with Vietnamess Mavy river craft and coastal units conducted
s B interdiction patrols and ambushes as well as nexy combined operations :
3 : vith ground and air forces in the Giant Slingshot, arrier Reef, and Tran
> Hung Deo campaigns. River patrol craft continuved interdiction and pecifica-
L : -. S
3 ) tion operations on inland wateruays northeast and southeast of Rach Gia c.
and coastal patrols in the shallow waters of Rach Gia Bay in the nearch B
! Twrn csnpaign. MNumerous river raids and petrols on the rivers and canals s
§ of gouthern Ca lau Peninsula and along the mouths of the Mekong were con- ":--
: ducted by "Swift" boats of ths Constal Surveillance Force as the MARKET .
T e atrend ewtnd Ly iihes T
TIIE aIDzR cam Tezained in high gear,C - hire T tresid KRG Tt
- palgn romm & Iii¢a/ nemeh, J20 1L pead, = -
3 t S t =7 ‘:’":‘"",\, £
+Task Group 194.9 consisting of nearly 150 river patrol craft, river t -y
1 “
1 assault craft, ninesweeping craft and Vietnamese river assault and inter- H
P
diction craft maintained a fast tempo of cperaticas in the GIANT SLINGSHGCT ’ .
W i cazpeign., This effort on the Va= Co Dong and Van Co Tay Bivers repre..nts “
] i the largest and most active portion of the interdiition barrier between ':' .
_ ene=y supply sources in the "Parrots Beak® area of Cambodis &nd the o
S| o
} . stratégic area vest of Saigon. ¢ SN
4 v
~ 3 GROUP &4 Enclosure (1) —_—
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Zneny opposition wes mosi frequent along the Vam Co Dong although the . <
4 total of 75 hostile fire incidents for both rivers in May represents s .j_ N )
substantial decrease from that encountered in prior months. The number ¢

of contacts initiated by patrol craft also docreaso.d slightly to &%
successful acbushes om evading craft taken under fire. Both friendly
and enecy losses decreased reflecting the decline in enemy activity,
Enenmy casuvalties cane to 119 killed (50 body count plus 69 estimated),
six wounded, and seven captured. Other losses were probably inflicted

in more than 33 cases vhere air strikes, gunships, or artillery hit
eneny positions in responss to hostile fire, targets of opportunity, :"““
- S~
and tactical intelligence., Friendly casualties came to one American el
killed plus 38 Anericans and 15 Vietoaxess vounded. Four patrol craft
received moderate darage while an addivional 19 were 1ightly damaged. .:
Ground units and patrol craft probing the river banks continued %o :i
uncover caches of enexy arns along the Vam Co Dong., The following mat- : ::
erials were included in the 11 caches discovered during Mays
4 individual veapons L

24,350 rounds of small arms ammndtion ' —
243 B-40/41 rockets and 1 launcher :
136 75 recoilless rifle rounds
578 82n & 60 rortar rounds

107 120 mortar rounds .
6 vater nines _
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. 424, blocks of explosives, eleciric cables end fuzes 1;: =

1 . 41 grerades and 1 land nine
; :j A coxbired cordon and search operation known as Casser iIi was con- ] : _
: ducted on 17 -~ 24 May in an area bounded on the west by tke Vrm Co Dong .‘_:.:

river and extending eastward to Route 4 which comnects Bex Iuc and Tan

_ An. Afloat units of River Assault Squadron 13 and Vietnazese KAIT -

E’ (ver Assault and Interdiction Division) 70 provided blocking forces t'
- | and waterborns ambushes as an adjunct to ground operations conducted by E{“E
§ 3 U. S. Army 199th Light Infantry Brigade and Vietnsres: irxy forces. i;:fi-
: Enemy coniact was light and results of the operation wera fourtcen Viet ;5;
3 Cong killed (3 body count and 11 probeble), four sanpans cestroyed and ;;

1 : one sailor wounded, RN
- _ ot O the night of 22 May a tew cozbined Army-iavy operation known as
g fs:h ) BUSHNACK I, was begun on the Vam Co Cong river. Utilizirg newly doveloped t
tactics, the concept of operations calls for elcments of Echo Compeny, i :'

] 5/60 Infantry Battalion of the U. S. 9th Infantry Divister to ezbark ir :

FPERs and provide flank security on the shore adjacent to weterborne ;_"

; anbushes set by the PBRs, The general area of operations extends fron —

3 Ben Luc to the confluence of the Tanm Co River tributeries. DJ:uree YO :::-:"

vere ca:tured along with one sacpen loaded with small arws ag- ' '

b ’ munition, rocket boosters and mortars. Tivce U. 3. ATRy ieCscnne: vere .

| ot n

. i . Day by day activity on the Giant Slingshot area of operations i :

j . Beipmre (1) 2

3
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. outlined by the discussion of incidents followirgs
E Seabess, while éigging post holes for a perineter fence near Tuyen ’ ;__,__
:_1 thon (XS 280 775) on the afternoon of 2 Hay, uncovered two 6Cun nmortar ﬁ'
, rounds without fuses, Army EOD was called to the scene and uncovercd
; four additionzl rounds. A mine dstector indicated the presence of vore _
1 rounds but digging operations were secured due to carimess. The follouing E"’:
) morning 26 more rounds were unearthed and their decomposed state indicated
they had been burled for several years. One round hed the cate 1953 on
1t. A1 rounds vere destroyed and the Army ECD Tean continued to sweep S
the area to be used for the fence for any additional ammunition. :
Wnile cc;nducting & routine patrol eight miles southeast of Tan An on
the Var Co Tay river (XS 674 552) on the early mornirg of 6 lay, two VI
ASPB's of River Assault and Interdiction Division 70 (RAID 70) came under
heavy B-40 rocket and autormatic weapons fire fron the south bank, One e
of the ASFB's took a B-40 rocket hit and the other received seve:al .3C
caliber rounds. The two patrol boats returned tae fire and proceeded to “.':::_Z::
Tan An for & dust off of the thres casualtiés including one seriously
wounded U, 3. Advisor., This was the third avbush of tze month against ‘ .T—
RAID 70 between Tan An and the junction of the Van Co Deng and tae Vam ‘:’
| Co Ta_ Rivers, The VH PAID comander felt that the ambushes were a show "",::‘-
of vc loyalty in reaction to the intensive psyops missions tiat were ...?,
perforred in the area during the previous week, ::.::
i - . On 7 Fay, two ASF3's of Task Unit 194.9.4 were patrolling the Var Co Dong :
ERGN
. Qmmm] ) ' Enciosure (1) e
% COSFIDETIAL : o
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: . river, 11 riles northwest of Tra Cu (XS 392 175) waen, at 1934, ATC-312-5 - s

reported it wes taking on vater and would havo to beach, In the process E'_:'.t;:

’ an enemy inttiated firefight utilizing automatic weapcns and B-40 rockets -—~

took place; one of the estizated five B-40's landed close aboard ATC-132-5 %—’

wounéing tuo sailors. ) The boe:. ‘eturmed fire and cleared the aree =3

high speed. At 300 yards past the acbusk site the floodirj ATC wes Teacied

on the east bank to prevent sinking, Jevy “Seawolves” and GV-1CA's c= r

g patrol were diverted to the scene and were overiead wilsin seven nirules; .:.':'.:'
J the “Seawolved” then put in an airstrike, iwo ATC's were sent to jo ‘
tlassafdc Sha beacl.od toat Yo neid 1i in tlace on the river hank as It ___

had sottled with the after third under water. Additionally two PEG'z b

arrived wita 30 RF/FF troops who sct up a defensive periueter arouxi the _'

! AIC. On the next low tide, at 0700 the following >crming, the boat wes ‘ g
§ refloated and towed to USS Askari (ARI-30) for repair. The source of ; Z
i flooding was determined to have been a ruptured coolirg line to the -:.:: .
: starboard eagine. Enemy casualties in the action were unknown. -::.:-:
2 On the night of 10 Hay, units of TU 194.7.4 inserted and supported 2
é LARP (long Range Reconnaisonce Patrol) of the 75tz Hergers for coorci-ated : ;
i ambush operations avout one xmile souta of Go Daw Ha (XT 390 23C). aiter : o
; insertion the boats sighted two people on the east bank of the river. § :‘
“; They were taken under fire with unknown results. Later movezent wzs : ;"
X heard in the tree line and cne boat broke acbush while the otner resired. -
i . Bight \C vere taken under fire simultanesusiy by the bouts and the LRREP. -
- i
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Six of the VG were killed and the other tuo were listed as probably killed,
After the extraction of -the 1LiZP, precleared artillery wnd OV-10i air
strikes were called into tha area. There were no friencly casuvalties,

At daybreak on 12 iay two FAID 70 ASPE's vere transporiing IF troceps
to the vicinity of the Thu Towo Distrizi to .- u.a 533 T22) vhich hed coze
under enery attack during the might, As the river craft approach-d the
canal eading to the i’.oun, they were {ired upon fron taree rachine gun
positions about 200 yarcés inlerd from the rorth btank. Toe Vid! quickly
overcane this fire and then tcak under Jire seven armed VG who were roving
across a nearby field., o of ther wers probably killed. The order to
insert the lif's was cancelled and the ASFB's were retirning to The An
uhen they received word to reirsert the troops ctove Ttm Thua (X5 4Y8 711).
raving placed the troops ashore the Vili were enrcute to Thu Thra viea a
ieil of AK-47 and recoilless rifle firs interrupted their transit. The
eneny fire was silenced sré te house that »ed been pouring out aA:.-47
rounds was destruyed, The two units along with a heavily arped Vi
Yonitor proceeded about 40C jards intc the Thu Thua canal whers they
received more enemy fire frox= two Louses to the nortiuest anc the rearby
tree lire. With the add=d firepover of tse Honitor,the two houses, waich
reportedly contaired five VG were reduced to rubble anc the fire froa the
tree ilne suppressed, The three VUi craft reoained ¢ 4he cansl until
they were forced to lesve by friendly artiliery and air strikes.

F3Rs in veterborne achush on the night of 15 May sighted three sorpans

Q“mmm Al Enclosure (1)
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; . with 8 = 12 persons aboard coming out of a canal 6% miles northvest of k:*
; Tar An. The boats took the sampans tnder fire and the occupaats juzped S
into the smter and attanpted to reach the beach. Concussion grenades ._::'.:!
vers then amployed to neutralise the persomel in tie vater, Five VC
were killed, The abandoned sampans wers searched and then destroyec, ; ;_;,..
The search of the sampans uncoversd 51 flare parachutes, one case of :‘
Cazbodian cigarettes and ten pounds of zdiscellaneous clothing, There b
were no U. S. casmlties, | l.'

An outpost under heavy nortar attack caused two PBa's of TE 194.9.3-2

T

tn break -their night azbush position and proceed to the aid of the s
- ‘:;._
outpost in the post nidnight hours of 17 kay., +hen tie i:hs were etout R

four miles nortihwest of Moc Hoa (WS 983 942) they came under intense auto-

matic weapons fire from both banks of the river. The patrol returned tke -
fire and cleared the area irmediately. One sailor wa: fatally wornded . .

in the firefight uhcr he was shot through the heart by an AK-47 round. .-

irtillery and Spooky aircraft wers called in and fir:d into tae encuy X g

positions., Znexy casvalties wers wninowvn. 'i --—

Seavolves were scrambled on the evening of 18 kay to support en ARV ; .

platoon with U. 5. advisors wiio were in contact with a VC scuad about 1 o

nine ciles northeast of Tyre Cu (XT 600 060), The helos placed multipls ‘:;:"

rocket and rachine gun strikes on the enexy positions and finelly sup- _\_'_'.'_-

Fressed the enemy fire. Enexy casualties were listed as tires killed and ~

. tex probably kiiled. There ware no U. S. casualties. ' ::_';'_'-
Ly
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mommuotmmuumwuapnqnmuwmum :
17 Fay vhen they observed a single zampan with tio occupants crossing the . P
Yan Co ‘.].)ong river in a restricted area (XS 595 772). waruing shots wers S
fired but the sanpan disregarded {hen and m;saﬁixly evaded 1nt$ a

small strean. Although the Vi sailors were sble to recover the saxzpen L
and the long shaft motor, they could not take the YC under fire brcause
of friendly forces ard civilians nearby. . :

An oporation involving two ASP3's, tuwo ATC's, & {omitor and a Zippo . X
was planned on 20 lMay based on intslligence thet a VTiet Cong squad w3 :..._.

located in a position along the Yam Co Tay river, 1S miles snutheast of v
saT

Yoc Eoa (XS 345 805) with an assigned mission to attack patrol bosts. T
The 45FB's assumed ambush positionz vhile the other boats were pre- o
|~ .\‘

positioned aear the ambush site, At 2115 two Viet Cong were sighted
about 35 feet from the ASF3's and nolses were heard off the bow ard

T

stern, The ASFB's conzenced fire and broke axbush vhile meking seven ;-:t_
firing runs., The prepositioned boats aiso roved iz an placed concen- -::_-:.

trated fire on the enexmy positions. Thesu uni’s rec ved autoratic —
weapons fire, suppressed it, and observed seversl seconcary explosicns, =
Units clearsd the ares and called in an O7-1GA sirixe. There uere o ;
friendly casualiies and eneny losses were unimovs Gariy; tae encountear, ' . : _

On 2, May, F3Rs and = Tecomnnisance Flatoom ¢f ths U. 3, 9tk

Infantry Division established a coordinated land/urierborne azbush, 10 ..:::::j
. niles east-northeas: of Tan A2 (X5 722 651). A samxn with thres ::::::f
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ocziyarcts uas detected :oving norta along ths wesi bazk of the river.
Waen the sazpan wes alnost abreast of tae auvatting F55, I3 turzed and
startes to crcss towerd & stream on the east bank, ko patrol t.en
I1lw-inate’ the area and drove tlie occupants into thc water with smll
oras £2ca, with the Army platoon rrotecting the uzst bex of the

river o F3R's successfully capiured all tares VU :mbhar-ed. The sanpen

" was seized and found to contzin 2,750 rounds of Ah~47 exnition. 5C

B-/0 toosters, 3C rounds of <2 mortar and two nownds of documents. HNo
friensly casuvalties wera sustained,
Barrier Reef Co..paign
Contect with the anesy remained light again this real: in the Sarrier
eef oseratiag aree aleng the la Grange, Cag Lon, and Doag Tien canals,
Thirteer i cligats, enemy or frierndly initiated, ocsurred duriuy Mxy.
e tdng procadures -lncluded routine interdiction patrols, floatine
night arushes, insertlon and support of ground troops, ané ariau.snent
and intexdiction fire. Enexmy carualties were 23 killes (12 probebls),
seven captured and 11 wounded (2 probable); thare were 11 VXX and 1 USN
vounded during the month,
froa 16 through 21 May thero was a reduced Y, S. myesence on Barrier
seof exat dus to 2 P2R Division transfer to the Rod% Sor aug=entation of
operztions therz, A dally presence was itaintained in tha Zarrier Reef
arcz uvith the recaining units of I 194.9.3.1.
Gr. Qae evening cf 3 i2y, Barrier Resf wnits in waterborne antush
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3 . observed TC moving along the bank approxizmetely 150 meters from their
5 positios about two miles southwest of Ap Bac (XS 129 701). The PHR's
[ opened fire and r-ceived automatic veapons fire in return. Black Ponies
; {CV-138) on routine patrol were directed to the ares and placed strikes
on the eceny positions, Enemy casmlties were one killed and two
probabiy killed,
FE2ts inserted, supperted and extracted a group of SEALS and LUNN's
3 in a nigt axmbush 11 miles southwest of Moc Hoa (WS 935 766) from 0100
; wmntil 200 on 4 May, Seven VO were captursd; four of the prisoners were
3 turned cver to the U. 5. Advisor 2% &) Bao,

On 10 ¥ay a FBR end an ATC 4resried two platoons of Trem Chim
Popular Force tadops 19 miles west southwosy of Moc Hoa. The inssrtion
was In responase to intelligemce indicating that 200 kilograms of enexy
explosives were cached ir the ares, 7hs cache was located in fish traps
adjacent to a smal) canal and 325 peckets of plastic explosives were found,
Each pazzet weighed thres killoes. mree_ AK-47 mapgazines were aloo dis~
covered vith the aid of a motal detector,

Atter reports of VG in the area, a FBR and ASF3 placed mortar fire

PRSPPIy Soy IRV PV DS RRTE IR € B St

in a treslire efght miles northuast of Mef Ann (NS 875 743) on the

surpectel! VO positions at 0130 on 12 ¥ay. Four secondary explosious

ware observed, Regional Force troops mrking a swesp of the area at

Ate i hs w Aamak hS Rt Tt 09 b sad

first 2izht found fresh graves containing five VC bodies, Eneny
. casualties vere listed as five killed,
. S&&E&ENJ’ i ¥nelosure (1)
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k In response to inforzetion provided by & Hoi Chen. Seawolves of TU i
3 116.5.3 wore directed %o cover a ground sweop 18 miles southwest of Moc LTt
: Hoa (NS 770 798) on the marning of 12 May. At 1035 the ground troops o
came wnder fire froa an estirated squad of VC. Ths Seawolves irmediately ) _. S
placed strikes in the ares and the fire was suppressed. 2z agert later . .
i ‘ e et
reported that five VC vere ¥illed and three wounded in the Seewcl strikes. K . o
On the morning of 285 :zy, Seawolves of TU 116.5.8 placed strikes in :: . -_: -j:
support of ground troops in contact with the enemy 15 miles northwest of :::-':_:j
¥a Ann {WS 740 770). The aircraft rece’'ved light automatic wsapons firs : . .
t
during their attacks. Eusqy casvalties were six wounded and six probabdly !
i

. killed. The ground trocys during thedr sweep destroyed 15 structures,

); four tons of rice, and txee bunkera.

i_ Zman lung Bao Cempedgn [

; The river patrols pezZormed by the U. S. and WM FCF'c and VNN junk

. force on the fech Giang Tturh encountered the same quiet atmosphere f_:‘::

% and lack of emesy activiiy as during April. The situation along the R

: Vinh Te canal was entiredy differsnt as nunerous sightings of V0 attempting ;-9_ -
E._F i _ to cross the canal, firefigts, and mining incideats took place during -
P ! the month. Intelligence Teports indicated that infiltrating VC elexents .
E : quite possibly were trylng to reinforce enemy forces in the Seven Moun- : =
f:.- . tains area, The canal betueen the aree just north of Tinh Bien (VS 9575/ ‘._
:-::F 3 6) and Chau Doc (WS 1082/1) reported the highest concentration of 2nemy :
1 ! . activity. From 19 Hay thvcugh tho end of the month there wers four
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mines destroyed in a suall area just southwest of Chan Roc (#s 095825)
and along the entire lengtn of the Iran Hvlng Dao taclicol area. There

vere 22 fire fights (four epsmy initiated) which produced 35 VO killed

. ol e
SEWIRUY VLI, Sy

(12 probable) and one VG cartured at the los of one U.5. Nawy and two

sk

> VMN ldlled and a total of 25 wounded (USN & VNN).

X and Vil junk force patro.s and ambushes, SEAL,and Duffel Bag sensor xissions

In order to combat the enemy's increased infiltration effort, FBR r—*«
wete iftensified. Diffieulties occurrdd near the.end of the month as .:

extrenely low water levels prevented ever the shallow draft P3:i's fron

patrolling thv canal west of the north-south grid line VS 99, four miles
b northeast of Tinh Binh, On 26 May nine U.S. PBRs went aground at Tinh

Binh and VNN junks enrcute to aa ambush site six miles southwest of
Chau Doc (WS 049 998) ran aground several times. One VNN #CM (French

at s ddbler Sumsrtrd

River Patrol Boats) equipped with minesweeping gear commenced sweeping

DRUPN B SENCE I

operations on 28 May., Running agromnd approximately nins miles southwest
of Chau Doc (WS 000 768)' the FOM reversed course and conducted a second N
run on the canal, Since this left approximately 56 kilometers of the ’ «
western half of the canal without waterborne patrols, the nusder of
: aerial surveillance missionsand night ambushes and patrols by ground
forces was increased accordingly. ,'_::f:

(Y

During a youtine river patrol twe VNN *Swift" boats were retwrning
from Giang Thanh (VS 565 639) to Ha Tien on the evening of 11 May when e
. they came under B-40 rocket and automatic weapons fire froa tne north -

) . Baclosure (1) ,
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bank-(VS 555 615). The VNN returnod and suppressed the enemy fire
within two minutes but sustained a B~40 rocket It in the bow of cne
boat which slightly wounded one sailor. The St patrol comtinued

to Ha Tien and at first 11ght on 12 May five ViF funks and reaction
team swopt the ambush area with negative resulis.

The same evening two PBR's enroute to an atush position spottad
two VC orossing the Vinh Te canal about 16} niles southwest of Chau
Doc (VS 920 670); When the VC saw the PBR's ther drorped thédr packs
and fled south into the treeline, Az the PSR rceuzen pursued them the
VC ran across an open.finld and were taken und=r fire but escaped, 4
search of their packs unccvered 12 chicom greaedes, 200 rounds of AK-47
ammunition, six packs of plastic explosives, amxrted personal gear,
ard two record books with names and dates.

Four VN junks and two FOMs were patrolling z=stward on the Virh Te
Car;al on the afternoon of 12 May waen the 50 czi. gunner of the lead
junk initiated fire against VC entrenched in pozftions on the north
bank of the canal seven and one half miles gouliwest of Chauw Doc (NS
027 782). While a squad sweeping the sonth barir was redeployed to the
north bank, LT: Cook, the U,S, advisor, and four VN including the WN
Commanding Officer landed on the enexy's flank i~ deternine the sise
of the force and their exact location. Before Z=ing forced to withdraw
under & hail of enemy fire the small recomnaisswe force killed two
north Vietnamese troops (NVA) and captured one. Seawolves 305 and 309

é’.{ﬁ’tﬁ’f HBE:‘;-?:?{* Enclosure (l)
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. that vere sorasbiled to the scene and four Fiia that vere involved in
‘ the fighting shortly after it was initiated, comhined with the VEN to
put dwn the enemy force and suppress his fire, During the first E:
Seawolf attack heavy automatic weapons fire wes received from the e
cneny, After two additional air strikes the fire was suppressed, and ‘::-":“
‘—J groumd forces quickly swept the area to find eight more ¥C dead. The o
" %o%al damage for the day was one U.S. advisor and ope VM wounded; ten
'.‘ NVA killed and one EVA captured.
: Two FBR's of T0 116.5.1 in night observation positions on the uvening :
of 13 Fay sighted 20 VC in a field seven miles souttwest cf Chau Dog '
: (WS (27 734). The boats took them under fire and received B-40 rocket g
and autoratic weapons fire in return. U. S. casmalties were three g
wounded. Enexmy casmlties were unknown, {
0ntheeven1ngot19)hySElLau;roinsa—bedbymsemniles E
southvest ot. Chan Doc ‘NS 030 /85). After setting up an axbush position
* the SEALs sighted tvo muimmers approaching from the acut:. They illume
] irated the area and sighted two additional W north of their position,
J A1l four were taken under fire and 1isted as probebly killed. There
‘f wvere no U.S. casvalties. Fourteen VNN reacticn troops vith junks and
: FOM's ia support were performing routine cacal bank sweeps five and one '
half miles southeast of Chcu Doc on 19 Hay when they uncovered wires °
3 leading to an eight Xildgram atermine positioned fifteen feet frcm
. the bank in five fect ot water. The force cleared the area and detonated
? . @FMENTL‘i! . Bnclosure (1)
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3 . the mine. During another routine patrcl on 22 May four W junks and
3 twelve reaction troops found a rock laden sampan (WS 095 825) which local
i villages stated that the VC had sunk: with a mine earlier that morning, i
While investigating the area the troops found wires leading to a second
mine that was so placed that river craft avoiding the sunken sampen
would pass over it., Continuing the search many new spiler holes ware
1 found and six B-40 rockets were recovered from a fish trap (WS 070 £10).
< ‘ A third mine was detonated by a routine junk patrol on the morning of
Lﬁ 23 May vhen wires leading into the water (NS 030 785) were applied to a | " D
" battery and a large explosion was observed in the middle of the canal, i s --
.: ) On the afternoon of 20 May VN junks on routine patrol observed ten i k‘
i VC in the treeline six miles south of Chau Dcc (WS 040 795). The junks s 3
b f open fired and called for Seawolves and FBR support. The Seawolves ar- 3 -—-
’ rived on tho scene and placed a striie in the area, Vil troops engaged the h“
g ’ VC on the north bank who scattered and withdrew. The PBA's picked up : ‘
A local FF troops and inserted them to aid in the fight. Sueeping the area 1
the VEN reaction troops found a seven and one half pound watermine and : 1 "
four blasting caps. Encountering no further contact, the ground forces . r '-‘
roturned to the junks and FBR's and the patrol procesded tothe north- l"
east. Transiting only a short dfstunce, the junks care under automatic “ o
veapons fire, The ground forcus went ashore and Seawvclves were called E :-
; and placed a strike in the area. The action of the eatire day resulted :
' . 1n tvo VA vounded and nine VG provably killed. \
}
| - 2
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SEALs and PB2's set a joirt ambush on the night of 21 lay at a
location six and a balf miles southwest of Chau Doc (WS 037 789). The
SEALs wvere deployed approximately 500 yards southwest of the PBR positiom.
Peraonnel on t'ie FSR'a observed about 15 VC approaching from the north and

1 opened fire killirg tuo of the enemy. The sailors then withdrew to their

] boats and sighted two more VC moving along the bank. These were slso
% taken under fire and wers listed as probably killed. As the cover boat
k moved to extract the SEALs from their positions, the lead boat which vas

sti1l beached received an RPG~7 round which killed one navyman znd
- wounded five others, Both boats then cleared the area and returned the
eneny fire, receiving heavy enemy fire in the process., Seawolves arrived

P R A ™

oh the scene and placed strikes on the north bank and then medevaced the
wounded and dead to Chau Doc., FBR's continued to place harasament and

interdiction {H & I) fire in the emnemy positions throughout the night.
A sweep at first light uncovered many blood trails and parts of bodies.
Search Turn Campaign

Patrol craft of TU 116.2.3 made minimal contact with enemy forces
vhile on routine patrols in the Gulf of Thailland, Rach Gia Bay, the
Rach Gia, lLong Xuyen and Tach Soi canals, and various other adjoining
vatervays. However, an increase in eneay activity over the previous
moath becane apparent and was centered along a 5 nautical mile stretch of
the Cai Lon river (WR 170 730 to WR 240 740) 17 miles south southeast of

. Rach Gia.
_ GONFIBENTIAE o )
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On the night of 3 May, F3R's of U 116,1.3 attempted to hail two
saupans on the Cal Lon river 19 miles south southeast of Rach Gis (VR
215 755). The sampans ignored the warning shots and the occupants
attempted to evade upon beaching the sampans, The evadess were takem
md.er 2ire and two were killed and five others listed as prodbadly
killed., The two slipans vere also destroyed. There were no U. o.
casualties.

About one mile to the southeast of the above site on 15 May, FBi's
cams under 1ight AN fire and received 1 B-40 rocket. Units returned
and suppressed the enemy fire (VIC 235 740) then continued on to Rach
Soi with 4 VN defainees previouslly stopped for possible possession of
altered ID Cards and excess piasters,

In the same géneral area, while conducting a psyops mission on
the Cai Lon river, a TU 116.1.3 patrol came under heavy AN fire from
both banks (VIC WR 170 785). at noon on 23 Kay. The fire vas returned and
tvo additional firing runs were mde.. The two PBR's wers forced to clear
the area-dus %o low ammumition and Seawolves were called in to place a
strike on the contact area. ZEneny casuilties were unlnown; friendly
casurlties wera 1 USN wounded and minor damage to one FBR,

Aleo in the sams general rrea two days later (VIC wR 213 758) PBR's
on patrol recsived 3 B-40 rockets ard heavy AN fire. An OV-10 (Bronce)
Lire tean wvas diverted to place a strike in the area and upon arrival the

enexy shifted fire to the aircraft. An enemy small aras round penetrated
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Tegained control of the aircraft

pllot. The copilot took over,

&t an estimated altitude of 35 feet
over the river, and then landed safely at Bimh Thuy.

MARKET TIMB &m_&w

Opontincrronlni‘hoiwdcctloviﬂ:ﬂmsnpporto!'wsm

COUNTY (LST 1157) off southern Ca ¥av Peninsuls “Swift* boats of the

Third and Zourth Coastal Zwes continued to strike at Viet Cong dase

areas on the rivers and canals of It CI2, Kearly 50 separate mispions

were condneted emlcying froa two to olght PCyig supported by helicopters

and 0V-10 aircraft, In southern Ca Mau Peninsula operat
Cua Ion, Bay Hap,

“ons on the
Bnbeendnanboiﬁmraandtheir tributeries vere
conducted with Mcbila Strike Force {MSF) troope amherked to condust
ground sweeps ard provide a reaction force in the event of eneny contact.,

Raids into the secret snno at tre zontha of the Bessac, Co Chien, and

Ham Juong rivers also employed embarked Ereops from local RF/PF unite,

-While these operations continued to aclieve the Paximum possible damege

in areas of known eneny streagth, the emphasis was shifted + mrd
pacification of the more populated areas north of the Bay Hap river.
Psychological operations consisting of leaflet drops and Tovcspeelne.-
operations urged cooperation with Government autborities and the display
of Governaent flags in their villages and on their wtercraft,

During ¥ay naval gunfire by *Syift® poats and off shore scvpport

units killed 20 Viet Ceng by body count, This Ligure 1s 8 higher than
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tn April; however, in Hey there vers only L probable XIA's as opposed

to 43 in April., In geaeral, enexy opposition wes 1ighter this month v@th

[
. A ——————. Sy . 4y A~

hostile fire incidents occurring 1% times, three fever than last month, and
n.'imdly casualties rumning lower than in May with four killed -and 77
wounded, )hf.erial losses inflicted on the enemy this month include a total
of 915 enemy sraft destroyed or heavily damaged and 1209 structurrs oither
destroyed or damaged,

On the morning of 5 May in responss to an intelligence report that
enecyy troops vere living in a village about five miles up the Duong Heo
river (WQ 040 578), six FCF's with MSF (lobile Strike Force) and UDT
(Undervater Demolition Tean) personnel emberked set out to locate and :

saar

destroy the village, While still four miles from the entrance to the
Dyong Keo (WQ 005 495) the FCP's sighted a white popflare at the »outh
of the river, apparently a warning signal for enemy forces along the river

banks. The PCP's proceeded up river in two sectiomsof three boats each o
and in the event of an arbush planrnad to envelop the anexy in a pincher 5 -::_-.

movenent, Shortly thereafter, the lead boat was hit by three B-40 ;

rounds; in addition, heavy automatic weapeons and small arms fire wes 4 v--
roceived. The lead boat, severely damaged, beached i:mediately on the ) 53;-_":
south bank of the river (WQ 035 532) opposite the enemy poritions and ,
was joined by the other two FCP's in the lead section. Thirty EsF troops 3 r‘-
then quickly estailiched a defcasive perimster around the beached craft. i o=

In tbe peantime the other three PCF's were directed to bezch ard did s> y
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S . on the north bank of the river (WQ 027 528) just domstrean of the ,_M
;A asbush. Apother thirty MSF troops wers put ashore, and began to move b
- L upriver touard the ambush site coming under increasing enemy fire,
“ ‘j s At this time Seavolrss arrivod overhead, expended their ardnance, then ,! r_
‘:-_ 1 redeveced three wounded MSF troops from tda south bank despite heavy r‘"‘
s . enexy fire from the opposite side of the river. The first of five ot
fixed wing airstrikes arrived on the scene a short time later laying ‘
accurate fire on well fortified enemy bunkers only 25 meters from X '7.;-_'.'-‘:',
frierdly positions., The accuracy and effectiveness of these deliveries ’ C
throughout the day was considered extraordinary. The overall results !
of the engagensnt vere 10 VC KIA (BC), 10 bunkers destroyed, three B-40 :
rockets and a large quaniity of documents captured. Friendly casulties . f;;“
included one USN KIA, eight USN WIA, one KSF KIA, four KSF WIA, and one ' oy
VIN WiAk. In additlon, two PCF's were damaged, one severely and one
moderately. -
On the afternoon of 10 Yay five FCF's with an 0V-20 (Bronco) fire ; i
tean providing cover executed a pre;lanned caral incursion to gather : w
intelligence and seek targets of opportunity. Numerous canals in the i .
Thanh Phu Secret Zone including the Rach Eo Lon, Rach Con Oc, Rach Ho ‘
Hoa, Rach Bang Cung, and the Rach Ben Thay were transited in this
‘ operation, Only one FCF received hostile small arms fire two miles
% up the Rach Ben Chay (XS 746 004) and one mile up the Rach Cu (X5 7302)
. which was suppressed. The days operation netted the following: 1 VC XIA
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(probable), 55 sampans destroyed and 6 damaged, 41 structures'des- col
4royed and 50 damged, 5 bunkers destroyed and 14 damaged, and 2 O
mortorized sampans destroyed and 2 captured, There vere no U. S. 'j .
casualties. , . _.: ‘

Cn 1o May, after completion of a coxbined operation with RF/FF : w
troops, five PCF's were transiting downriver to the mouth of the Fay ':'*

Hap, Just pricr to reaching the river mouth the lead PCF of the two
groups struck a submerged object betwcen two fish s.:takes. The sesond
FCF in the lead group swung left to avoid hitting the sawe obstruction
and at that time a water mine detonated between the two fish stakes
causing no damage. It is believed the suboerged object hit by the
lead PCF was a command detonated water mine, The second group of three
¥CF*'s stopped short of the area and all boats poured .50 cal.fire ez

i - o e mas e ooy prm e . e -

both benks. Two air strikes were directed into the suspected area.
This was the sixth nining incident on the Bay Hap since 1 Februasy.
On the afternoon of 19 Hay four PCF®s on a probing mission were
transitling north on the Rach Co Oc in Kien Ron Province when they
becare involved in an enemy initiated firefight one mile upriver {(XR
795 957). The enemy fire was returned immediately and suppressed while
the "Swift" boats cleared the armbush site. The forward gunner ca KCP ~

59 suffered serious shrapnel wounds from a B-40 rocket anc although
medevaced to Dong Tam, later died of those wounds, The results of the

probing nissions vere as followa: 31 sampans destroyed, 35 strucixres
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destroyed and 29 damaged, and 15 bunkers damaged. in addition, ECD teans

[

P
.

L

ectarked destroyed 2 large log btarricades and a wooden foot bridge on
the Eech Cai Bai and ] large tamker,
late at night on the 24th of Yay, two FCF's were returning to the ;

TEiliail GOUNTY after an uneventful night azbush held in conjunction with
Seawolves Gropping psyops leaflsts on a suspected VC concentraticn between
the Bey Hap and Cua Lon (V§ 9372/967..2/9369/9669). In the vicinity of (1d
Nan Can on Cua Lon (VQ 918 605 to VQ 930 609)'the1’01"s observed several
large end ovenly spaced bamners oa the sc;uth’mnkof the river proclain.-
ing that the area belonged to the VO.

In a separate incident the following day, a superbly executed counter
attack by five PCF's 70 RF troops, and Seawolves resulted in 11 VC KIA

Ao ——————— & S -

' e nabedte i

(BC) 224 po significant friendly casualties, The FCP*s with troops embarked
vere transiting the Song Ong Doz with Seawolves providing cover with the
Intection of inserting the txoops ten niles upriver (VR 942 015) for a

sweep of the north bank. Prior % reaching the objective area the
secornd boat in tle lead element received two B-40 rounds and all the
boats in the lead elexent cace under small arms fire. They then clearvd
the area (V:: 890 003) and inserted troops about 600 yards east of the
acbush site. The second element beached to the west. 411 troops were
inserted and a grinding pincer movement began vhile Seawolves laid down

o - Prmdotens ot et e BuliSe o At WO ind cwe Piamtad s et b o Gorde o

a fusilade fire to the xear. iIn addition to the 11 VC killed, 1

Jien an sanpans were destroyed, Captured ware: 1 B-40 launcher
eONEDENTTE
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with 2 rounds, 1 B-4{0 launcher with 2 rounds, 1 KZ autowatic rifle, 2

~ hand grenades and 10 rounds of 7.62 ammunition,

t4 = _LORDS En

The joint Vietnacese Marine Corps (m)/Ta.ak Group 117 operaticn
under the operational control of C7G 194.7 in the Twin Rivers area of
Chung Thien Province (enexy base area 480) begw on 25 April, con-
tinued until 4 May (the April portion of thic campaign was reported in
last ronth's suzmary - SEA LOSDS section). The operations continusd
the governnent presaace in the area while enemy contact by ground
forces was miniral and only one enemy initiated firefight (ENIFF) wms
encountered this month, RAC activity consisted of troop assault land-
ings, riverine assault eand reconnaisance element activity (RARES), and
interdiction and blockdng missions, '

After a one day stand down by the ViMC on 1 May, the RAC eubarked
1st Battalion VI troops froz Kien Hung (WR 332 750) and proceeded on

2 May along the Song Cau Lon tovard lending beaches, The RAC received 2,

B-40 rounds at 1030 froa the northeast bank, at a position 15 miles
southeast of Rach Gia (¥R 190 775), both of which nissed. The enemy
fire was returned with unlmown results., Task unit 194.7.2 proceeded to
WR 167 788 vhere an wmeventful troop landing was made., During the last
tuwo days of operations, 3 and 4 May, the MRF penetrated the northarnm
portion of the U ¥5%h Forest in Zien Gian Province (eney base area
483) along the Kinh Can Gao. The RAC exmbarked 6th Bettalion
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VN troops at Kien Humg at 0215008 and proceeded to BCN positions at
WR 141 908. Earoutd: along the Eirh Can Gad on 3 May two underuvater
barricades, constructed of heavy logs and extending across the entire
width of the canal, wers encountered 9 miles from the canal entrance

(WR 005 783). These vers destroyed by joint effortss¢f a VNMC Eaginesring
teanm and a U. S. ¥avy EOD team. later in the morning, two similar bar-
ricades at VB 990 769 were also destroyed. The RAC continued and troop‘
landings were accomplished. An Army helo gunship providing air cover
for ths RAC received ground fire and was forced to land at 1415 adjacent
to the Kin Can Gae 24 miles scuthwest of Rach Gia (VR 940 640). Troops
were immediately landed to provide security. There were no persomnel
casuwalties and only light :term damage to the helo. (information as
to the final disposition of the helo is unavailable, it is presumed, how-
ever that repairs were made and the helo departed on 3 May). Two VG
were captured by the security force and 6,000 pounds of rice, 2 sacpans
end 1 VC structure wers-destroyed. During the night of 3 May, five
POM's and four detatnees were apprehended by the VHMC, At 1400 on 4
May, the task unit commenced egress fron the canal and arrived at the
MRB atl1100 on 6 Yay. During the transit of Tocket ally (Song Cai Tu),
OV-10 Black Pony aircraft provided air cover as a successful deterrent
to ENIFF's.

Total resulte of the 12 day operation included 9 Viet Cong killed

(8 body count and 1 probable), and two USHN killed and 138 wounded (all the

. Eﬁhmm i Enclosure (1)
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: foregoing occurred in April). HNineteen VC vere captured, mid 9 lF
. _ saupans and 8 structures were destroyed. A total of 5 ENIFF's wers
encountered during the operation (1 in May).
i
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; CCASTAL SURVEILLAIICE FORCE SUMMARY p L
. . Mey 1969 ) : - a
b Coastal activity increased again in }May as weather and sea conditions - " ‘
continued to improve in the coastal waters of South Vietnam. laintaining . ;
an effective barrier against the infiltration of arcs and aznmition vy . -~ m
] ses, TATKET TIHE surveillance units detected 64,007 jurks and sanmpans, an ':.
; . incrocse of about 15,000 over April, A total of 33,783 insrections and
) 12,19/, boarding of jurks and sampens resulted in the detention of 1,.48 wh
persons and 31 Viet Cong suspects, Swift boats operating in the normal : ....,..
‘i GAY¥E WARDEK river patrol areas of the lower Ham Luong and Co Chien rivers % L""“
‘, Getected 6,220 creft, inspected 2,228 and boarded 2,858. Task Force : ::f;ilf
115 units assumed the Haxm Luong River prirol fron 1320005 to 250500: ¥ay. % :
There wore 1,158 sicel hull detictions in the FARKIT TIME patrol area. % "‘
Yo suspicious activitles were disclosed by 723 inmspections and 69 bosrd- ; ujf
. ingse " 10 May USS VAICE (DER 387) completed her ZARKET TIHE assignment
; sarking the end of Seventh Fleet DER participation in coastal surveillance | : -
’ which had begun with the onset of Operation MAKKET TDE in iorch 1965. ' ;__
; Routine river patrol operations continued on the Pach Giang Thanh as ; =
i part of operation Trar tung Dao., Operation SEA4 TIGZ2 in the First Coastal ?
! ) Zone on the Cua D2i River continued at a fast pace with 110 gunfire support ‘
.:’ ; 2 nission, 26 instances of hostile firs supprexsion and one eneny water rine 7——
E-: : attack. In addition 11 ground operations aiong the river were suprorted. _
b""i Friendly casualties vere tarce U. S. sailors and ome Vietnamese sailor : ._:::E
) i uounced while six rSWift® boails.recaived.ecodafats to light daxage. _'___
' _ GHOUP 4 Enclosure (3)
g Joumgraded ot )i tatormle CONBENENT: 4, 5
{

- .
B LR ST I S et
EAREIRS ~ a \ PRI L S T -
L 2N W R o« o "o e LK SIS .
L) ~ -, <. wt ety timL . T .
. -~ . R AN
. > - s T -
. A o« T e .
I PRI LA




- g resee

3 Eneny material losses to SEA TIGZR forces incrsased over April with
B i 51 junks and sampans and 304 structures destroyed and 59 structures heavily

damaged. In additlion, "Swift® boats accounted for at least 23 Viet Tong

killed (13 body count and 15 probebls).
In Hay normal MARKET TIMB patrols conducted 336 naval gunfire s.port

missions in addition to 40 cases of hostile fire suppression and tuo evading
craft taken under ?.’u-e.. MARKET TIME patrols provided blocking patrols or
inserted troops along the coest in direct support of six ground operations.
Enery material losses totaled 54 junks or sampans destroyed and 10 craft
damaged, A total of 152 structures wers destroyed and 181 heavily danaged,

B O [ SV,

Viet Cong casuelties were 17 killed {13 body count and foar probable), and
threes wounded. Thers were no friendly casualties or "Swift" boat damape

due to enexy action in normal MAHXET TIME Operat.ions. fSwift" toats con-
:: ducting Opzration SEA LORDS ;-1ver incursions in III and IV G2 mainteined

e mbmrba o e

a fast tempo of operations with nearly 50 mlti-craft missions carried out-

during the ronth,
During ¥ay SEAL units yttached to TF 115 units carried out two special

ANt g Vv s dena

opoerations in the coastal ares which made sigrificant eneiy contact.
During thesc operations ten Viet Cong were killed (eight body count and

aetes smertante auy -

two probabls).
On the >orning of 1 May, CTU 115.1.0, consisting of PCF4 15, 58, 70,

USh EOD (Explusive Ordnance Dispizal) Tean, Coastal Group 1, units, VKY
gnn. 333 T R fron Quang Nam Sector and a VN Secwrity Force Teanm.
CoRMEERITL

»
'
.
: & b Brs ik bt s 1b b et b ot mat e mihan An e
'
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"VAN Jecurity Force Team were inserted for a bunker destruction swecp,

DECLASSIFIED
DECLASSIFIED €ONFIDENTIAL

CONFIDENTIAL .

conducted S&4 TIGER :operations in.the Song Oud 'Daéi and Song Thu Bon
rivers about five miles southeast of Hoi An (BT 17 53). The search
and destroy mission involved river penetration into a knouwn Viet Cong
concentration, (nits of CTU 115,1.0 and Coastal Group 14 acted as a

river blocking force while the EOD Team, VKN Engineering Team and

Two PCFs peretrated several miles upriver and fired at targets of op-
portunity and Viet Cong hamlets on both river banks until shallow water
and man-made obstructions halted further penetration. The two PCFs received
moderate hostile S/A fire which was quickly suppressed. Several people
vere taken under fire while running for fortified positions and firing
at CTU 115.1.0 units, Heavy enemy saall arms fire was then received from
the fortified position and was immediately suppressed by the PCE's, The
units ashore destrojyed the bunker complexes. The operation resulted in
14 structures, 43 bunkers, nine sampans and 10 fishing weirs destroyed
and 15 structures damaged. There were no friendly casualties while two
Viet Cong were probably killed.

At 0820 on 2 lay the USS HIPSEM (DER 400) on normel ARKET TIME
Patrol conducted harassment and interdiction fire into three sniper posi-
tions about three miles souti of Dong An (BS 75 61). The gunfire support

vas requested by the Vietnamese ground forces prior to their making a

Sweep near the sniper positions. Seven bunkers and seven military

Suppd®E “strubturés weré-destroyed by the DER'e 3N/50 guns, - i

%‘.':. o ! e e
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and one secopdary fire was started, There were no fr:landly casualties, _'\.
) On the morning of 3 lay ICFs 61, 58, 39, Coastal Group 14, a Regional —

Porce Unit from Quang lam, 2 OV-10A, an Undenater Denolition Team and

D
the IG 115.1 EXD Tean conducted SEA TIGER operations. along the Son, ™ :
Bon and Truong Giang rivers about 3 miles southeast of Loi An. FPCFs 81,

58, anc 39 prepped the beach and inserted UDT and EOD Teams uear the routh L__,

Vol
of the Truong Giang River (BT 162539) to destroy bunkers and structures, Tt
vhile Coastal Group 14 inserted the Quang Dan HF units to provide perize-

ter defense. PCF 39-and Coestal Group 14 units provided a river blocking
force vhile FCF 61 and PCP 58 proceeded about one mile up the Truong

e

:

| e

! )
Giang River to destroy bunkers and structures. Upon conmpletion of the f :j:::::
initial mission Coastal Group 14 extracted the Quang Kam FF units while
i PCFs 61 and 39 withdrew the EOD and UDT teecs and reinserted them about f"'“
i three niles up the Truong Giang River to contirue bunker destruction. P”_

There vas no hostile fire encountered during tae entix:e operatilor vhich -

lasted abeut six howrs. Eneny losses were four sempans, 16 structores
ard 42 bunkers destroyed and 16 structures ard 8 bunkers damaged. Seven i__
large fires continued to burn as SEA TIGE! wnits withdrew from the area. ‘
The Quang liax Regional Forces received tuo Zoi Chanh as a direct result 3-_.
of the operation. Thers wers 1o friendly casvalties, ) ,:
Cn the afternoon of 5 Yay USCGS WIINEBAGO (WESC 40) fired a gunfire s
support Sissicn called in by the Javal Gunfire Liaison Officer frem Phon

Thiet. The target was a Viet Cong bunker and tumel complex about 12 uiles

squ}&ﬁﬁ%‘oves; of Fhan Thiet (AX 732 967). WINIEBAGC exnended 113 rounds _ S
W R} e, 6§ 3. .
GGN.. Elraze..
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CORFIDERTIAL _ .
of 5"/38 armrunition, destroying 15 bunkers and 50 meters of tunnel complex

J and damaging seven dunkers., Dense foliage precluded gun damage assessment of
: cdditional structures darnged or destroyed.

4

On the evening of 5 lay the PT CAUTION (USCG WFB) on normml HARKET

TIMS patrol conducted a gunfire support mission in an area of sus-
k pected Viet Cong conceatration about four and one-half miles southwest
of Tuy Phonz (BN 482 372). Upon closing the beach on the initial run

the PT CAUTION received four B-40 rockets and assorted small arms and A
i automatic weapons fire from the target ares, The hostile fire vas
quickly supnressed. Two large sustained fires were observed in the : ,: ___‘_
wooded area while the PT CAUTIGN had cne minor fire which wes quickly : i._’.‘
| extinguished and caused no darage, Taere were no friendly casumlties, i : :{;:-
i At 0530 on 7 May vhile on nortal MARKET TDE patrol PT DUHE (USCG | F
: WFB) detccted an uniighted contact on radar moving southwest tovard ; r NS
the beach 29 niles north of Qui Fhon (CR 043 702). Due to shallow : ....,.
water a2 scall boat was lowered to investigate the contact, Upon
i approaching the sarpan five pen jumped overboard attempting to swim ::.
z avay. One'man. swan toward the beath bt vas-erit~off art HivKednicked __. -
; up while one man headed scaward and elso was picked up. Two more i:en 4 ..
; . swen to the srall ool afted warhing shots wyére fired snd. these : '
,5 vere apprehended. Tic fifth men surfaced as tze warning shots were _.
fired but could not later be found. Yeanwhile the sampan with children 1 "_‘
aboard was sent seaward to wait while the five ner were picked up. -':
During the confusion the sampan successfully evaded to the beach before \,
. “CONPLOENTIA T B
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the srall boat could resch it. The four detainees were between the ages

of 20 and 35 and had no papers o~ ‘identification. The detainees vere

turned over the Coastal Group 21 for further tran<fer to the Favy Intel-
1ipence Liaison Officer at Qui Mhon,

On the afternoon of 8 lay PCF 69 and FCF 70 with UDT 13 Detachment P

enbarked proceeded I%ﬁ three and one half miles up the Truong Giang

River (BT 162 515) south-southeast of Hoi An to conduct SEA TIGER opera-

tions, The UDT teanm was inserted to destroy bunkers while PCF 69 and

PCF 70 provided security and destroyed buniers ané structures along the
river bank with H-79 mortars and concussion 2nd thernite grenades. After
four hours of_opemticns the GDT tean was extracted without any ccntact
with the enexy. Enemy losses were 28 bunkers and 17 structures destroyed,
14 structures damaged and 150 pounds of rice dcstiroyed.

At 07CO on 10 iy, Ccastal Group 26 inserted an azbush tean just
north of ip Ky Hoi (BN 985 845). At 0830 PC? 88 on normal :ARKET TI:B

ratrol received an urgent request from Coastal Group 26 for gunfire sup-
port and a cdustoff aircraft to MEDEVAC two wounded who were pinned down

by heavy enesy fire, FPCP 88 arrived on scene at 0845 and after calling

for a dustoff aircraft immedintely begcan gunfire support. FCF 42 arrived

on the scene 10 rinutes later and provided acditional cover fire. Air

cover anc spoiter planas were called fron Phan Pang to join the battie

and drop swie {lares to mark friendly and eamexy positions. Enery fire

vas sufficiently suppressed to allow Coestal Group 26 elements to tegin
CONRIIENTIA:
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withmeing, FOF 25 petroliliag arez 42 was czlled in to lein ine five
fighi. Dy 9030 FOr' 42 anf TouJ@gniis Bupenh wixtaz Comriel Graoup 25
olemas .3 zhonrd as taey were cut of arsunition and cmzile to dafeud
theisaives wihile being taken uncer ene.y fire from thie frec 1line boyrnd
t'.he bezeh, FPCP 22 egein supnied cover {ire while Coosiel Group 27
beg inserting troops just to tie north to assist In ewzcuniing % -oops.
0330 Scestel Greup 27 troops cere under heavy emeny A/d fire from
¢ug in positions as PCF 36 arrived on scene ané i:medfately be;an
suzzession five. PCF 36's acgressive attack was so contimvous and
gecumzte it naltes 21l enexy fire; this was crediied os a simmifizent
{eZem fn reducing friendly coswmlties, Threughout thue 7y 238 35
orgazfucd ent cocTditsnitad slmitenc~us strikes by five PCFs in ocium fore
:.-'.tiw.f.’.cr.;; the 7111 zuue, atiecking and tacn withirewvieg %o €ilov cir
trItes bevuean attacks, At 1700 Coastal Grous 25 concludaf the
nizslen and ¢ .1 Coactal Group 2% and 27 treoes wece wicdmavm, POF 36
pris~as 9l TCPs to normel LAZET TIIL potrels leeving 13T ED and PP -
A? o static. &0 roovids contbrrain fané T five Uireuph~:i e nicht,
T T30 o 1700 teo POFs proviied unimterrupted coordinated attacks

n3ilTmIn continuous atao resuzply oy sor's Jron Cam lonh o,

o ScorCir.:'.-_
san. ot strike aireruft uzs ocutstanding resulting in coniinuous heavy
o rnent for the entire eizht and one-half howr operstion, The PCr's
expecded 13,559 rounds of ,5C calib:r ammunition and 544 rounds of 8l

1orie>3.  there were tuo Vietmreese l:i_led ané four wounded wrnile six

[P,
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eneryy were killed (body count). Due to complete and overvhelming
bonbardnezt of the entire area, eneny casualties were srobebly greater
than act=1ly counted,

P bt i AR A M b
g YO ST Y Py e 3 4

At G220 on 17 Yay Comzander Task Group 115,2 dirscted PCP 97 to
3 provide zmfire support for Popular Porces in contact vith the enex:

3 about 12 =iles northeast of Phan Rang (CP 085 845,. The enemy
3 attenptec initative deception vhen they used a Vietnamess Xavy frequ-

) 3 ency end tae PCF 52 call sign. The enemy attempted to give false

5 3 coordinates for the gunfire support mission. Formal <o sdures vers to
use the T.ii frequency for coordination with Viiii forces through the use
of an inlerpreter., The enemy a.ttenpt et luring PCF 97 awmy from the

] . © scene of zclion was unsuccessful, Popular Forces sweezfug the ares

Teported 20 enemy killed (hody count) while Popular Force casualties were
one killed and two wounded,
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RIVER PATROL FORCE SEIAEY "

lay 2969 F - 0

Task Force 116 uw=ts maintained constant pressure on the enemy throughout ! : .

1 : '.. -~ '

3 the month of Fay as Tegular operatfons along the vital uateruays of the akmg i §_ -
] ~  Delta and Rung Sat Special Zone continued, as did participation in the cngo— i .

ing operation SEALOZES interdiction carpeigns-Giant Slingstot, Barrier Reef,

ORI AR

Tran flung Doa, and Bezh Gia, At the end of the month there ware 20C FER's

(o
g1

b 1Y
‘,..,i. ST
L .l.'A..‘.".‘..‘-. ..‘

assigned tx‘ h;;l: Force 116; 40 of thess were assigned to support Task Force
19/ (SEALORADS) operaiians and the remainder vere employed in norzal Game Warcen

Dt ea) raid

Q

functions and those pxrtions of the interdiction canpaigns which came under the

. operational control & CTF 116, E

] In excess of 260D two boat patrols were conducted during tte month by the ) * P
PBR's in the executior of their resources and population control aission as L
218,930 creft were delacted, 58,739 were inspected, and 77,051 were boarded. E -

In addition units werz also typically employed in nightime waterborne arbushes;

4ransportation and smrort of Regional and Popular force troops; continued use -~
of RUDD (Remote- Undemmter Detection Device) at suspected VO crossing points; f e

evaluation Gf2STABs(>izike Assault Boats); support of SEAL and PRU (Provincial
Recornaisance Unit) operations; daily chain drag sweeps of the Long Tau Ship- - u "
ping channel; canal i=cursions for waterborne traffic inspection, distribution 1
of PSYOP» raterial, i=telligence gathering and general faniliarizaticn; ISl s

CGAPS and Psychologicel warfare operations. :
The twenty UE-15's (four supporting TF 194) and 11 0%¥-10Gh*s {six E
GROUP 4 ’%closure (1)
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supporting TF 194) assigned to TF 116 at the end of the month
accumlated over S50 flight hours in combat missions during the
month, this in addition to normal surveillance patrol flights.
A breaidown of these hours follows (figures in parenthesis are
hours flovn in support of Tasy Yorce 15h):

Dre-planned Strikes Reaction Strikes Targets of Opportunity

" Ud-18 182(86) ol0) - 206(58)
ov-101 163(83) 3u(22) 129(71)
Support Missians

1,,8(6)
30(7)

An exercise in mobility and flexible respmse was conducted
on 3 May, vhen six PBRs of RIVDIV S7L and their crews were air-
lifted by Skycrane Helos from Go Dau Ha on the Vam Co Dang River
to a point on the upper Saigon River (XT 636 320). The air dis-
tance travelled was sixteen miles and the feat was completed in
three hours. It is estimated that four days would have been
required had the boats used the water route to.the ares. By the
night of the third, the PBRs were on station and seeking out the
eneny.

The Honorable John H. Chafee, Secretary of the Navy, during
his recent visit to South Vietnam, prcsented the Presidential Unit
Citation to the Dalta River Group at Binh Thuy co 22 May. The
award was in recognitior. .f the meritorious and heroic service
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GAME WANDEN, PR, Ur-33, and WV-OA 1o 3 -4 ce i
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a‘ait of 30 }’a;;, 26 niles southeast c¢f Zairon. The PBR's i)l.atna- ; .

ted the area and as the sampan attented to evade, was ta'ten under -........

fire and five VC were killed. Cue 9m pistcl and three loaded =

AX-}i7 clips were recovered from the sampan before it was destroyed . .

y There were no U.S. casualties. . _

n the morning of 11 May, two PBRs of TU 116.1.5 investigated l ::

a suspected VC withdrawal area, 163 miles south-southeast of Tieu i ~

Can (XR LLl 627). They sighted an evading sampan and took it under . ! -

i fire. (ne of the FBR's then boached and two members of the crew ! .c.....‘

K ‘ went ashore to search a hootch. As they approached the hootch me ' ——

:',__ i VC escaped from the rear of the structure and was pursued. The

L ! crevmen then came under fire frox an unlnown size enexy force and :‘::::'.:
] g both vere wounded; e subsequently died of wounds. The secand S
f PER beached and dispatched thres men to bring in the wouwnded. Cace B
- the wounded were n board both boats cleared the area and a LEFT
was scrambled to place strikes on the enemy positions. The IHFT ‘

;s destroyed 16 structures with their strikes. Fowr of the eneny __~

; vere killed by PER perscunel. X

. ] Late on the night of 11 May, tvo PBR's in night ambush position \‘

20 miles north of Vung Tau (YS 1k3 757) sighted four sampans and took ~‘

: ST S —
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them wder fire. Seven VC were killed and all sampans were destroyed.
There were no U.S. casualties.

Two targets of opportunity were takm uder fire by OV-10A air-
craft of TU 116.4.8, shortly after nom an 12 May, less than a mile
west of Tan Chau (WS 252 938, WS 245 936). During both strikes mode
erate autamatic weapms fire was received by the aircraft. Damage
to the enewy was 15 structures destroyed amd 1l damaged. No friend-
1y casualties were sustained.

At approximately the same tins as the above incident, four FBRs
v.erc in cntact with an estimated 200 VC %lres miles northwest of
Tan Chan (WS 230 951). Seswolves were scrambled to aid the PHRs
and they placed maltiple rocket and machine gun attacks on the enexmy
recoilless rifle. and B-4O rocket positims, in tum receiving heavy
automtic weapons fire which they were uvnable to suppress. Tha Sea-
wolves were followed by OV-1OA's who emtinued the attack on the

eneny despite the exposure to concentrated enemy fire. There were
no friendly casualties. Enemy casualties were seven probably killed,
five structures and two sampans destrcyed, and five structures damaged.

PER's an blecking stations about 11 niles northeast of Long

Xuyen (WS 550 650) an 18 Mzy sighted seven men wearing helmets pad-
dling a sarpan from west to east on the Mekang River. The PER's
waited until the sampan was in midstreax and 75 yards away before

opening firs. One of thc VC jumped overdboard while firing one burst

of AK—!Q’;_“ n reaching tha sampan five bodies that floated nc-ntu'uyf
Satds Enclosure (L)
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- . ;‘. -
before sinking wers sighted. There was no sign of the other two - -
- occupants and they wers prosumed to have been killed. There were
F »
no friendly casvalties. o
While drifting an patrol station four miles northeast of Chan 3

Doc (WS 152 899) an 27 May, a crewman of the lead "PBR™ heard sounds
Shortly afterwards he cbserved a swimmer with saorkel

wnder the boat.
and pouch close aboard. The swimmer was fired on but continued to
evade. The sailor then dove into the water and killed the swirmer
with his kmife. An inspection of the hull revealed a fragmentation
grenade attached to the port sea suction intake with a thin wire

holding ths spon in place. The grenade was rencved after the spom

had been secured with taps. A further investigation of the hull ‘

T

after the boat had returned to base wcovered several lines attached
to the hull and the indicatimm that the swimmer had been discovered ’;:-;,—.-.-.
vwhile attempting to place a second mine to the starboard of the “*'--
craft. The attack showed a detailed knowledge of PER characteristics. .E;Z:ffi;
The Navyman who killed the VC suffered a slight wound during the fight. [
. T GAME WARSL. TSV { sarations ;—~

Esrly on the moming of 3 May, SEALs with mne IDX (Vietnamese
SEAL) and coe ol Chan were inserted by LSSC (Light SEAL Support i

Craft) cn Thoi Son Island, e mile south of Yy Tho (XS 493 43k) ~ :
and patrolled inland to begin a house to house search. Four males
were detained us a result of the search, and after initial interro-
gation, all admitted being VC. There were no friendly casualties.
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SEL”s were again inserted by an ICM cn Thoi Son Island an the
morning of 6 May in the same general area as the above incident
(X3 1,52 13L). The same IDEN and Hoi Chan, plus a VC prisoer taken
o 3 ¥ar, again began & house to house search and detained four males
and two femles. Returning to My Tho with the detainees, the iai
Chan and POW identifivd three of the male detainees as VC Guerrillss
and atier questiming the men admitted their status. The other three
detainess wers released after brief questiming. There wers no
friendiy casua._lties.

the afternomn of 8 May, six SEALs, two IDNNs and & PW were

inserisd by watertaxi, 11 miles west-southwest of My Tho (XS 322 407).
Using 1= POW as a guide they moved narth about 50 msters and took two
VC mder fire, killing them. After returning to the river, the mem
were salely extracted by 10M. In addition to the two enemy killed,
one M-1 carbine and two kilos of medical gear were captured.

Por FBRs of TU 116.3.2 inserted SEALs, five Vietnamese Mari-
%ime Policemen, and cne Hoi Chan 2% miles north of Sa Dec (WS 877 L13).
The Hoi Ckan led the inserted units to suspected VC rootchs. Upon
approactcg the hootches persms were seen running from the area. The
mits thya same under small arms and automatic weapmns firas. After
suppressing the fire, the area was searched. Three VC suspects amd
me V€ v5th an arms cache censisting of a CHICOM grenade, 100 rounds
of SKS armmition and 100 rounds of AXK-L7 ammmition were captured.
There weze no friendly casualties.
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SEALs enroute to an inserticn point sighted an illegal sampan .

: with five occupants, four miles southwest of My Tho (XS 560 L10)
on the evening of 15 May. Upon sighting the American forces the

VC scuttled the sampan, placed documents and gear in plastic ‘: -
flotation bags, and attempted to evade. Illumination flares were -
fired and the VC were taken under fires. Four VC were killed amd

the remaining me was captured. FBRs of RIVDIV 535 arrivel cn the
scene and commenced a search of the area for the missing bags. (ne :.'-:::‘..':-.','_:."

of the bags of documents and geri- was recovered. There were no b ~_.j:':::'-:_::

friendly casualties, s

' nSyift" Boat GAME WARDE (nerations
Routine patrols by I6 115,3 PCF's were conducted in the normal

Game Warden cparating areas on the lower Ham Iuang and Co Chien
Rivers during most of May. On 13 May FPBRs of TG 115.3 took over
patrol duties on the lover Ham Luon'g and the PCF patrols on the Co

Chien were increased from three to four wits. However, requiremsts
for FBR assets on SEA 1ORDS campaigns made it necessary to shift
respensibility for the Ham Lumng back to CIG.115.3 on the 25th with

two PCF patrols en both the Ham Lumg and Co Chien. During the manth N
these Swift boats detected 6,226 junks and sampans. Of these, 2,228 ol x
were inspected and anothex 2,888 were boarded nnd searched resulting - _’_, —

in the detention of seven junks and five suspicious persms.
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During these patrol operaticns the Swift boats an the Ham
Luong and Co Chien Rivers and oier PCF's probing into the eastern
reaches cf tho Rung Sat Special Tone made good use of their 8lmm
fivepower . Some 46 naval gwmfi~e supoort missimns were canducted
resulting in nine watercraft and two structures destroyed und’
another 12 structures damaged. In addition three Viet Cang were
killed, two wounded, and ten catured as a result of the naval
gwnfire, evading watercraft takez under fire, ard dirsct support
provided for eight gromd sweeps.

(n the Co Chien on 6 ¥ay PC¥ 35 fired a harassment and inter-
diction mission against suspectef Viet Cong positims, 17 miles
southwest of Vinh Leng (XS 335 235). Local authorit’es reported
the following day thet one Viet Cang had been killed and three
wouded,

On the 16th PCF's 57, 60, a2 67 supparted a PRU insertion in
search of a Viet Cong priscn caxz an the large island in the lower
Co Chien (XR 655 915). Blocking ratrols were provided north of the
island where there was a noticadl= absence of river traffic and
fishing activity. The PRU team reported capturing ten Viet Cang
ard liberating four prismers.

Enemy attacks @ -erchant vessels
Enemy attacks on Merchant mez transiting the vital Long Tau

Channel to Saigon increased significantly this mmnth as a total of

g a.&um:t‘f* Enclosure (L )
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Allied reactim. was swift but the enexy remained elusive and

: CMFIRSTIAL - : - |

3 nine such incidents wers recorded. Five attacks occurred oo 12
é‘ ) May and the remainder took place between 17-24 May. Only two '.
4 ships were hit and casualties wers limited to three wounded. RN
A * |

&

casualties inflicted by fraundly firepower are uninown. Increased
} ' aerial smeinmcemox&eredinthenkaatthelz&vattacb.
A surzary of the attacks follows:

DATE SHIP'S NAME B-LO/HITS CASUALTIES

12 Yoy SS Robib Gray ONE NE WIA .
12 May SS Cibeo NONE NQE

e e 0 i Sp e b E
[

: 12 ¥ay SS Pacific Alliance NONE NONE b
! 12 May SS Phusan Ho NONE NONE o

12 ¥ay  SS Tamashim Maru  NQUE NNE ; T
; 17¥y  5S Jeff Davis ™o WO WIA it
1BMay  SS Tidra NQIE NatE
19 May SS Transglobe NONE NONE . L

[

2l May SS Texaco Edenburg  NONE NQE RS

nabede
o
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. RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE SUMMARY

3 ) May 1969
3 ’

i ] o
‘ Mcbile riverine forces continued the unyislding pece of apersticos o
: ‘ established in previous months in the delta regins. The Kien Hoa Pro- : ::Z.‘::S
; _: vince Campaign, in support of the U.S. Arxy 9th Infantry Division, vas ' M
] ‘ again the most significant in terms of enemy contact gain and resulted 2,_ -t
' 1 in substantisl losses to the enewy.:Inctntrastjithe opetition in the , \
Twin Rivers area of Chuong Thien Province (enamy base area 180), with 1:“.-:f
t' the Vietnamese Marine Corps produced little combat as the enemy remained r___
elusive. Approximately LO river assault craft were assigned to the T
: i Glant Slingshot/Barrier Reef Carpaign and continued the wnlti-frceted \
combined interdiction operatins there; contact with the enexy in that e
; area was also less than normal. Training by> Vietnamese Navy persammel :"‘“‘
] ’ wder the Accelerated Tumover (ACTOV) Program enterei an advanced phase ‘F_N‘
f % as three weeks of cn-line training with combined USH VKK crews began m
i L ¥ay. The training-in support of the 3/60th and L/L7th Infantry Batta- 53.':;'-"
‘ lien is in connection with the planned tumover of three divisions of ____
: ; assault craft.to the VN in Jme.
S ] Salvage operstiens of ATC 132-3, which was sunk by an enemy commed : el
: ! detanated mine a the Sang Cai Tu (WR 412 753) in Chuong Thien Province r“
S o 29 April, wers campleted by 1 May soan after CSB-3 (Corbat Salvage Boat= =
= : a converted ICH) arrived on the scme. The heavily damaged boat was towed T
3 CONTIRENTIAL i
R Dovngraded at 3 year intervals Eaclosure (5) -3
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to Dong Tam by CSB-3 in cmAuif.h escort RAC, and arrived an 2 May.
The mining incident is described in last mmth's sumery.

The Hanorable Join H. Crafee, Secretary of the Navy, and the Hanorable
Charles A. Bowsher, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, visited the Mobile
Riverine bass at My Tho an 22 May. The dignitaries witnessed 2 ccwplete
river assanlt landing demmstration from on board a helicopter.

A cease fire was cbserved by U.S. and Vietnamese forces from 0600 o
30 May to 0600 31 May in recognition of a Vietnamese Mational holiday,
Buddha's Birthdxy.

The disposition of River Assault Divisims during May was as follows:
RAD 92 - began m-line support of the 3/60th Infantry Battalim with e

combined USK/VNN crews on i May.
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RAD 111 -completed in part training under the ACTOV (Accelerated Turnower) o
progran with VNN persamel an 10 May. Assumed support of the -.'-

L/L7th Tfmtry Battalion o 12 May with cosbined USH/VN crews.

RAD 112 -engaged in support of Giant Slingshot/Barrier Reef Campaigns. | __
Retuwrned to TF 117.1 an 13 May for upkeep after extended opera- ‘ :‘::-"

tins an tbe Van Co Dong River. Complsted in port training

with VI an 2 May. On 31 May assuned support of the 3/60th E ,,.

Infantry Battalion. .

RAD 131 -supported Giant Slingshot/Barrier Reef campaign.

RAD 132 -supparted W/A7th Infmtry Battalion mtil 11 May. Joined RAD 131 '

in Giant Slingshot area o 13 May. a ,~
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RAD 151 - completed operations with VNMC Brigade Bravo in Chumng Thien
and Kien Giang Provinces (in enemy base area 180 and L83) an
S May. Assumed utility division duties an 6 May.
PAD 152 - base defense duties
Detachments: of 6 to B RAC from three divisians supported elements

of the 3rd Brigade, U.S. 9th Infantry Divisim in Can Guioc area of Long
4An Province.

The following table indicates the distribution and employment of
river assanlt craft an a typical day in Mxy:

ACTIVITY/OPESRATION . MRF CRAFT -ASSIGNED |

ASPR ATC MOi CC3 REFUELER  TOTALS ;
! 3

ACTOV¥ (A:):cal SRATED |

TURNOVER 7 n 2 2 1 23 :

with st Tratiizg ) '

Support of 2d Brigade i

U.S. 9th Infantry Div.'un 6 25 9 3 2 LS

Operation GIANT SLING-

SHOT/BARRIER REZF 10 23 1 3 37

Base area ;80 SRALCRDS

Cperatim-Suppart WNMC 3 15 ] 3 1 22
Base Defense s n 16
Bt 0 3 & 2 _ 1 0B
TOTALS o 9N 17 9 L 161
Bnclosure ( 5)
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Task Group 17,1 Operstiong

The main thrust of TG 117.1 activity in My continued as befors in
the Kien Hoa Provizce area of operations, Three excursions lasting up to
a veek vere made by detachments of 6 to 8 RAC into the Can Giuoc District
of long An Province, in support of the 5/60th Infantry Battalion, 3rd
Brigade, U. 5. Sth Jiviston. Attrition agrinst the Viet Cong wus again
substantial as 947 enemy were killed by mobile riverine forces, In addi-
tion to the atanda=d MAP riverine assault, escort, blocking force, eagle
float and sniper sctions, BAC performed mumerous burn/defolsation (by
flanethrover), psysps and medcap I;issions during May. Lift services were
also provided at tizes for Viefnawese Army, Maritime Police and Regional
Forco units,

An average of 43 conbat boat mizsions and 28 boat missions in support
of base defense, }=3 transit escort and medcaps were perforned each day
by BAC of TG 117.1. The MEB was rotated ou a frequent and irregular
basis between the Icag Tam, Ben Tre, My Tho and lowef Ban Luong anchorages.

Twenty-Tive execy initiated firefights (ENIFF®s) were encountered by
RAC of TG 117.1 dring the month; in 7 of these 1nstances_.enenw fire nissed

the boats completely vhile at least one boat received a hit on 18 occasions..

In most cases damese to the boats was minor or non-existent. Twenty-two

sailors were woundad during the month and nonp wers killed ¢ue to hostile
fire, One sailor lost his life as a result of falling overboard from an

ATC in Dong Tanm besin at about 2220 on 12 May.
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On % May, river assault craft of River Assault Division (RAD) 132 °

CONFIDENTIAL

encountered three-enemy initiated firefights emanating froa the sane

loca*ion on the Rach Ben Tre 2} miles sast of Ben Tre (XS 556 298). The
. first incident occurrad at 0945 as RAC wers enroute to beaching sites
with two companies of the 3/47th Infantry Battalion. One B-40 rocket,
amall arms and autoxatic weapons fire aimed at the RAC missed causing no
damage or casualties, Fire was returned and auppr'osaod. After landing
the troops along the Rach Ben Tre, RAC were enrouts back to a fire support
base and again were anmbushed at 1125, receiving atout 6 B-~40's, one recoilles
rifle (R/K) round and amall arms and autcnatic weapons fire, COB-132-1
was hit by one R/R round resulting in minor damage but no personnel
casx’glties. Fire was again returned and suppressed. During the afternoon, <

RAC were underway to backload the troops as they encountered similar and

progressively accurate eneny fire fronm the same ambush site. This time

E N e At A e S Mg S PR TA G o P e o4

ATC-132-4 and ATC-}12-2 received direct rocket hits, causing flooding, which
was quickly brought wder control,on ATC-132-4, and the wourding of one

sallor from shrapnel. Fire was again suppressed. Enexy casualties in
all cases were unknown, Waterspouts erupting close aboard RAC durinmg the
last two firefights were initially considered as mining attempts but vere
later evaluated, after shrapnel analysis,as exploding recoilless rifle

rounds.

The enexy'’s persistence in use of sdvantageous ambush aites was again :-':':'.':‘

demonstrated on 4 May.  RAC, enroute to an extraction point to backload - -
uwnits of the 3/47th Infantry Battalfon which had conducted ground opera=- b
. A\gsurs (5)
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tions in Kien Hoa Province, destroyed 12 enemy bunkers with 105am
howitz;r Z4re at the triple ambush site location of 2 May. After

TerI——
T St

loading the troops, RAC received rocket, automatic weapons, and small arms
fire from both banks at the aforementioned bunker destruction point. Jo
casualties or damage were sustained, Fire was retwrned and suppreised
with three secondary explosions.

On 2 May, ATC 132-11, with a 6/71th Infantry smiper team on board,
reported sighting 5 Viet Cong on the north bank of the Song My Tho near .
the B at 2352, The VG were taken under fire Tesulting in 2 VC killed, :

After extructing "C* company of the 3/60th Infantry, during morning ‘
hours on 10 May, 9 RAC were enroute west on the Rach Ben Tre ("rocket !
alley") when they received 2 B-40 rockets from well concealed positions
on the west bank, 5 niles southeast of Ben Tre (IS 589 258), Fire was
returned. As firing ceased at 1115, 7 more B-4{0's wers launched at the
boats,- One rocket hit ATC-92-4 in the port .50 calibre gumount, wounding
both gunners and the boat captain., Iwo .ot.hor RAC received shrapnel hits.

4 total of 4 USN were wounded (two serious) and evacuated by helicopter
to Dong Tam.

The TF 117 £D tean was dispatched to assist a 3/60th Infantry company .
to dispose of‘ a2 500 pound bonh in an Army operational area 5 miles north- :
vest of Ben Tre (XS 441 372). The bomb was detonated in place. later the

" EOD team assisted 4/47th Infantry units in the field in the destruction

of 28 anti-personnel mines (south of the Ham Luong river, 4 miles west of
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J Ben Tre).

:1 ) The inperative need for the entire spectrums of base and boat defensive _‘M

1 measures was reemphasized again this month as several potential enemy i ’r'.-;-_ -

i swimer attacks against Mobile Riverine Force vessels wers presmpted. The

; first of these incidents occuzred just after midnight on 12 May. Tayping

3 was heard on the hull amidships of USS Benewah (APB 35) from 0026 to 0033 r‘*

: while she was anchored in the mobile riverine base (KRB) in the My Tho L‘:}

'. River in the vicinity of Dong Tam (XS 383 411). Concussion grenedes were k'-\

dropped in the area foliowad by a hull inspection by UDT personnei. '

le T, ot 0125, Whitfiell County (IST 1169} also cnchored in the MEB (IS :

5 396 414) sighted a pousible swimmer ten yards off her bow. Again grenedes

L i vere dropped as & countermeasure and the hull was inspected, this time ~'

:.:: by 0D personnel,.-Resvlts of hull inspections and grenade drops wers . ;m

ﬁ negative in both cases. On 19 May, at 0035, the stern sentry on Benewah, : A
: anchorod in the MAB or. the Ham Lyong River south of Ber Tre (X5 486 282), )

. sighted an eneny suirmer with tanks on his back approaching the stern of

SO the vessel. The sentry fired three shots at the swirmer, who turned '

F and suxa avey dropping two 18 inch long objects in the process. Base ! -"

defense boats wcre alerted and dropped grenades in the area with .
~ negative results. The sbjccts wers not recovered. At 2349 the same :::::

E day, iTC-152-3,engaged ‘n normal base dafense patrol around the MFB, was _~
sweeping around AFL 30 when an object was noticed in the water about 40 -
N yards off the starboard bow of the AFL. A greade vas thrown at the object r
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which resulted in a sxall secondary explosion. Additional grenades and
s bull $nspection of APL 30 yielded no results.

Six PAC transiting the Rach Vang in long in Province on 12 May with
troops of the 5/60ta Infantry aboard received 2 B-40D rockets at (45 on
12 Vay in an ENIFF 13 miles scuth of Saigon (XS 876 692). One of the
rockets struck the flight deck of iTC-151-4 and brokse apart dut dia not
detorate, Pour USN were wounded alightly due to shrapnel and burns. the
enexy fire was returned with unknown results. 7Troops were then landed
with negative results.

BAG in Can Giuoc district of eastern Long An Province wers conducting
a RARE on 17 ¥ay after troop landing when they sighted 5 Viet Cong in saw-
pans crossing the stream 11 miles south'of Saigon (IS 879 729). The sam-
pans vere token under fire at 1940 resulting in 5 VC killad (2 body count,
3 protable) and two sampans deatroyed.

On 2, May, units of RAS 15 and RAS 9 supported a Ravy medcap (Medical
Civic Action Program) and Dentcap (Dental Civic Acticn Program) at Tan My
Chanh village, on the north bank of the Song Ky Tho, 2 miles east of My
Tho City (XS 533 437). On 6 May, a sailor from the MRB wno he? €allen
overboard, was assisted by the people of this village ‘n reaching safety,
and wase then provided transportation to the FBR base at My Tho. TF 117
Yedicsl personnel treated 100 patients and Dental persomnel treated 25.
Captain J.G. Now, Cozmander River dssault Flctilla ON3, uresented an
18,000 piastre revard to the family which assisted the seilor. Numerous

€URFIDENTIAL
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articles ani gifts vere distridbuted to villagers during the prograx.
0o 24 May, on return from a burn/defoliatinn mission along an
approximete half mile stretch of the Rach Cen ir Linh Tuong Proviuce,
RAC werc engaged in an ENIFF 7 miles vest of ¥y Tho (& 368 427).
Heavv B-40 and automatic wuponatire w28 received at 1420 rasulting in
a B-40 hit aboard ATC-92-5 an? Mrnitor 52-2. Oze crewman was wounded.
The units returned fire with all weapons ard assisted by an LHFT overe
hesd, kiiled 6 Viet Cong athc;ers. Artillery called in from Dong Tew
destroyed 4 bunkers and 1 structure, daraged 3 structures, and caused
& si2nndary explosion. Iwelve additional VC were seen retreating from
the area. The BAC cleared the area at 1702.

At (925 on 31 May, RAC were procceding to landing sites on the Song
Ea Lai with 4wo companies of the 3/47th Infantry ezhor¥ed when they received

five E-40 rockets and one grerade from a position 6 miles sovtheast of
My Tho (S 555 360). One rocket hit toe vell deck of ATC-112-4 and
wounded 6 Army troops. Fire uas returned and suppressed with unknown
enery casualtises, All wounded were dustcd off, 3 by Army helos and 3 by
the TF 117 command helo. Tke RAC then proceeded to beaching sites, and
Jonded troops without incideat at 1007.

Initative deception was experienced on the River Assault Squadron 11
commeni €rervency at about 1100 on 31 Yay vhile RAD 112 was operating on
the Kinh Gia Hoa 4} niles northeast of Zex Tre (IS 580 350). Tha
intrusion vas monitored and evalusted in CTP 117 joint Tectical Operations
Center near Dong Tan and was believed to be a Viatnemese sccented voice
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uttoring intermittent English phrases such as "Speed ome five, Change

course, etc,®. The disruption lasted abort 20 minutes. ’
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el MML USN_STATISTICAL SUMMARY
May 1969
: (2) (3) ()
JMARKET TIME  GAKE WAPDEN  HMob verine Fo
; Detections 65,165 225,15 (5)
4 Inspections 34,506 60,967 (5)
~ Boardings 12,263 79,939 (5)
- Craft detained 233 7 (5)
g Perzons detaired 1,148 1,524 19
;q Viet Cong suspects k3 8 29 (5)
Hostile fire i=cidents 67 (5) rx]
Enemy casualties:
a. Killed 36BG(+19EST)  658C(+45EST) %7
b. Wounded 3 13 (5)
e. Captured V] 25 2
USN casualties:
3 a. Killed 0 1 (pow) 1 (Pell overboard)
] b. Wounde2 3+1VIN 9 2247V
4 ¢. Captured (¢} 0 1]
d. Missing; 0 0 0
Enemy material losses:
: a. DestrorF=3s
{1) Juz¥s or sampans 105 91 42
(2) Stretures 456 262 148 (by Navy)
b. Ceptureds
(1) Jirks or sewpans § 2 (5)
: (2) Weaxons 5 6 76
: (3) A===:tion {rouncs) (5) 85 255
, (4) Rice (tons) (5) .5 3 (destroyed)
t c. Damaged:
! (1) Juts or sampans 10 29 (5)
; (2} stuzctures 240 22 (5)
: USH material losses:
! a. Destroyads
1 (1) Su=Tace craft 0 0 0
H (2) Belicopters 0 0 0
\i b. Damageds
} (2) fel=copters 0 3 (4]
! SAR missions A 0 (]
i

Sz=tistical Summary.

[YLY SUPpRPERP Y Pl

! ; szupaign Statistics,

GRIXT &
Dowmgraded at 3 year intervals
Declassified sfter 12 years

(2) Izcludes SEA TIGRR Operations.
(37 i=cludes "Swift® boat patrols in GARE WARDEN area of operation,
{4) Z==ludes TG 117.i and Base area 480 end 483 operations;

. siditional resulis of RAC operations inciuded in SEA LOHDS

) N . {51 Z=“orwtion not availsble or not applicable,
| CONFIDENTEY e

Remarks: (1) Ststistics include only *Standard® Tasi Porce Operations,
{zerations SEA LORDS stetisties not included, see SEA 1LORDS

Enclosure (6)
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NAVAL ADVISOXY CROUP o)
Yay 1969
) Vie se | . I

Continmed progrese was evidenced in the Accelerated Turnover Pre.ram
{ACTOV) in Yay as existing prqf'ects were expanded aS new progrems vere
_i:x:l}nented. Near the end of April and the first part of iay approxivately

E3 Vietnanese sailors, all high school and Saigon beet school graduates, ’:
begen arriving at the U, S. "Swift* boat bagps at An Thol, Dasaag, Chm '
Laf, Qui Thon, Cax Ranh Bay and Cat Lo. Under the title of Project START L
{Suift Training and Rapid Turnover) the Vietnamece sailors are experiencing ,__
on-the~job training that will lead to the eventual “urnover of 49 FCF's ""
by July of 1370, On 16 lay SCLTP]o"R 1 and 2 (Smll Creft Assets, Training |
azd Turncver of Resources Programs) were terninated with the tu—over of -
t=e U, S. Coast Gnard WPB's Point League and Point Garnet to the Vietnamese -
Yavy at cerenonies in Saigon, The two W WPB's ant USCG advisors coaducted N
tzeir first FAPKET TIME patrols on 18 Fay in the Iii CTZ, SCATT:R 3 com- ;
renced on 27 iy with the arrival of a Vietnanese Ixvy gaieu‘.:emnt on board ; -
Foint Clear, . ' ) __‘
On 17 ¥ay at the Kaval Supply Activity ix Densng the first gracuating R
ciass of twenty non-rated Vietnanese sailors received tneir diploras for i
saceessful coopletion of twelve weeks of diesel engine instructicn, ; r
During Yy Fleet Cotmand ships ssarched 28,052 pecple and 7,615 junks, =
Zais was a 12.0% and 15.4% increase respectively ovex the April figures. :E:
. 4 toial of 49 peonle and 3 junks were detain;d for further interrogation. -
asouP 4 Zralesure (7) -
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ir addition to the MARKE. TLE Patrols, the Fleét C-mmand provided from
two to five units for river patrols, escort duty, and Xawal gpunfire support

(ic7S) in the Fourth Riverine Ares and two other units genérally 1SSL er ISIL's

for similar operations in the Zung Sat Special Zone, The 135L's and 1Sil's
were again called upon for the majority of the 79 IGFS missions thai were
fired in Yay. The VNI ninesweeping craft operating on the Saigon shippisg
lapes received automatic weapons fire on 26 May (YS 039912) and two days
later recovered six feet of single conductor w:!.re. fron their swecping gear
a% the end of the long Tau Fiver sweep, While escorting merchant craft

on the lekong convoy route between Tan Chan and Saigon, PC 06 was attacked
vith 57m recoiless rifle and smll arns fire on 16 and 19 lay at the

sane location nine miles vest southwest of Ny Tho on the Tien Giung Riwver
(XS 330405). Oa both occasitns the petrol craft suffered minor materisl

casmaliies and during the second incident one Vii seilor was slightly wownded,

The routine day end night river patrols conducted by the F3R's of
River Patrol Group 51 (RPG 51) on the Long Tan and Soirap Rivers were
occasionally interrupted by sniper fire or the discovery of a szall wespons
cacae, During troop insertion operations along the Dong Nai River (IS
043894) on 21 May, the Vi PBR's found two hidden sampens, one spider
hole with aiming stakes and two expended RFG-47 rounds. One sanpar was
destroyed and the other one was touxd to Cet Iei,

The Vietnawese junk force in all four Coastal Zones recorded a alight
reduction in surveillance figures for ray. A total of 55,432 junks amd
196,515 people were searched during the nonth which vas a 14.07 decrease

EONFIDEE 37 Boctonure (7)
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and 8,65 decrease in comparison to April, Tae muber of jinks detained
adjusted dowaverd fron 181 in April to 169 in lay and similarly the mm-
ber of people detained wemt from 941 to 870.

The situation in the First Coastal Zone was genorally quiet in ley
with the exception of increesed rocket and mortar attocks and miver
greund probes during the early ncrning hours of 12 ¥ay, On 5 lay a com- -

.bined forcs of U. S. and Xorean ¥arines, Vietnamese Arzy (ARVZ), Yask

Force 115, Vietnanese River Assault Group (RAG) 32, Coastal Group (CG) 14,
U. S. Army Americal Division, and Regional Force/Popular Force (FF/FF)
units commenced a ciear and sesrch operation, DARING REBEL/VE }LE om
Barrier Island soutk of the Cmz Dai Fiver (vicinity BT 2.050(:-)._ The NI
units were responsiblie for pat-als on the estuaries no-thwest of the CG
14 base, the two charnels of the Eol An River (to BT 097552), and the
eastern portion of the Cua Dai Piver, One ambush team of about 30 nen from
CG-14 occupied lang Dong Islerd (3T 162534) which was considered o be
the post likely enerF cscape rouie {rom 3arrier Island. From 5 to 23
iay the Vi, recorded the follcuing results: f.irteen VC captured, 50 loi
Chanh received, 4,599 people evacuated and 48 tunkers, 32 underground
shelters, one 500 kilogram bord, four nine fields, 150 turiels and one
dar; destroyed.

Just after nidright or 19 Fey two CG 16 junks were anchored at the
CG 16 basc five niles east of Queng Ligai (BS 734742). One of the V.. ‘
sailors on vatch noliced sone ~ovement 11 the weter. Aftc~ {orsinga

concussion grenade into the waler, two bodles caze to the suwrZace, The
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junk crevs quickly checked their anchor chains. They found one nine

attached and after culif - £ ¢~ n “hn At e Ter wnp oo clenred the

erea, Witcin five mimutes-the nine~exnlodec creatsng a water spout at least

ten neters high,

Two U. S. PCF's provided 8lmm illunination for two CG 14 junks that
vere investigating a suspicious sampan on Cua Dei River (57 191:556) oz the
evening of 23 - 29 ey, Wnen the VIi junks open fired on the smp;n, the
occupants junped overboerd and swan to Thuan Tinh Island (37 170550).
About tventy minutes after the VC evaded to the islead, the CG 14 reaction
team went ashore for a sweep of the island, One VC, one 57x: recolless
1:"ifle round, and three havd grenades were captured. Two VC were urobably
killed.

The quiet situation that prevailed for the Second Coastal Zone junks
during the nonth was interrupted on 28 - 29 lay wiien tuo junks and one
platoon from C6 23 employed ambush tactics in Operation KY HOA 23/37/69
on Cape GiiG DIE! twenty miles south of Qui lthen (CQ 155850, 164884, 166875,
157873). Four VO were captured and one killed. 7o per:onsl weapons
and hand grenades werc taken from'the VG,

In the third Coastal Zone +*~ V.i! junk force found most routine patrols
and regular night anbush operationa-to be generally umeventful., Ground
forces operating with the junks did conduct several missions that yielded
1light contact, Cne of the a=bush operations which did produce resulis
cccurred during the early morning hours of 24 May on the southern end of
Dung Island located at the =outh of the Hu Giaag IZver (X. 335840). ai

epproxdmately 0350 PRU's and the CG 36 ambush tean were izserted on the
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island. Within an hour they had establishcd enexmy contact. Duwring
the struggle ane V.21 was wounded and three 7iet Ceng were taken prisoner.

Operation TRBAX :5iG DAQ was the exception to tae low level of eneny
actiivity that proveiled in the Fourth Coasta” Zone., An intensified enexy
effort to infiltrete into Chau Doc ané Lien Gieng Provinces brought zbout an 1no
creesed mumber of incidents, particilarly along the Vinh Te Canal, (i0TE:
See discussion of TRAN HUZG DAO campaign in enclosure (1) for further
details)

While operating in the Third and Fourth Riverine Areas with ARVN, USA,
Vi, RF/FF's, and sector troops tue Vietnarese River Assault Group's
carried out 1,954 axphibious assaults and 1,257 river ratrols. In addi
tion he, were called upon for escort service, Yogistic 1lifts, KGFS,
medcaps, and psyops nissions, Twenty three TC were killed and three
cestured at the expense of ten uomu?ed VI s2Xlors, BRAG 28 took the brunt
of eneury initisted firefights as they were exbushed five tizes vhile con-
ducling operations on the upper Saigon Piver, On the evening of 11 lay
RAG 28 units wvere in night anbush posii.ons on the Saigon Aiver twelve
niles north northeast of Saigon (XT 756206) when they cetected a camou-
ciazal saspan vwith their N3 % Coservation Device {KOZ) Lt wms
entering the river fron one of the small sirwuns (XT 752200). A barrage
of rccurate Tire destroyed the sanpan and it quickly discppeared fron
sight. Closing the sampans former position, the Vil recoverd two deed
beiles, one which was cancietelyr nude as if preparing to swizi, and soze
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3 explosives and fuses,

C L N 2 e A ]

The same cay FAG 25/29 was conducting Arphibicus Tzsk Force opera-
: tions with the 6th Battalion of the Vietnamess larize Corps (Vi) on » Q_ _
the Cai Lon end Cai Ta Xivers tuenty miles southeast of Rach Gia City, R
J Shortly after noon the river craft with marines erbered were procezding

: on the Cai Tu River when they came under 57 Tecoiless rifle and S-40 TR
3 fire. Ons landing Craft Nedimm Six (ICK 6) took two hits anidships that
\ killed one rarine and wounded three others and one ¥V sailor, Observing R _.::'."
the firing position, the Vil crews of the lonitor ani French River Patrol AR
Bcat . (FOM) beached their units and went ashoze, Aftes killing two VO,

they captured two loaded B~40 launchers. The marines swept the area with

e o b oM

negativa results a:{d the task force wms again undemmy. The convoy had

: not traveled a mile (WR 433759) when a water mine wus detonated umder
: an lending Craft Vehicle/Personnel (£GVP). The boot s=s completely demol-
<4

ished and four Wi sailors were wounded. The rarines were able to kill one

VC on the norih bank who was leaving the scene of the incident,

Zenr the end of the month on 2% iay a patrol tee= of FiG 23/31 was
1 arishec fron four different posiilions on the upper rekonp Eiver juet
south of Vieina: - Ca-bocion vorder (Wi 204045, 223159, 225030, 20:C30).
The V.3i returned the fire snd cleered the area. latzr Ta: Chan sub-cecior

Seadoeariers reported that tuelve VC vere kflled by the Vil and severzl

: .
: others were vounded bui were carvied awy.
River Asscult and Interdiction Divisions 70 end 71 (RAID 70 and 71) L

A2 S e Y TR
r@:‘ﬁ;‘.‘ﬂ}Eﬁ'HfH Enclosure (7)
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. ) conducted anphitious sssaults, iroop 1ifts, benk clearirg, arbushes, and ?; s
Chien ~oi rdssicss on the Vam Co suis ené Vam Co Tey Rivers, On 17 loy ‘;’ __}
river essauli e=eSt of RAID 71 joired with U. S. river un‘ts, ome § ;i
E battalion of tte U. S. Army 199th Light Infentry Srigade and ARVH forces ; -
: . to conduct Coesetion GABSAR II, 24 cordon and rearch operation frox the ;
j "7 em o Doy 3w to ROUTE 4, During the month the PAIDs were irvolved ?
in 27 fiie fifis, Five of these vere initiated by the Vili, Twelve YO
; were prebabiy ciled and taree VO suspects were captured by the BQID
. sailors, Two T. S. advisors and nine V.10 werc uounded in lay., The river
g betucen Tan Ao 2ad the fork of +te Vui Co Tong and Van Co Tay Rivers was
the seanc of Zeeviest eneny contact for the RsiDs, “uwxy cotace on the A
- _ Vanm Co Deng exfended from Tra Cu south. (I0TE: See discmssion of GALAT E
b | SLING SEOT Cozzeign in Enclosice f1) for detailed Wiii incidents). i
: ] ‘ Vietnerese Inrine Corps H
: Contirnirs %o operete in tke ITI and IV CIZ ir Yay. the Vietramese %
Yerine Corps excountered light itc heavy contact with the enexy, ; -
1 Fron 1 %o £ 327 Brigade ™A%, consisting of the "nird Infentry Sat- ? &
_4 talion, Batlesy "A® of the Artiliery Battalion and Brigade Feadoumrters, : '_'
; conductcd reccoanissance in force operations in Binh Duong Province ;
. : ’ (vicinity X2 723150) with negligible reariis, O: 5 .ny the Thire % ::f:-
Battelion end Sattery "A" moved %o toe Tmm Bue ce oo and Prigede i —
Eeadquarters relurned to Saigea. Weile at Thu Duc ihe fourth Battalion
) and Battery "S* velieved the Thind Bettolion and Battery "A". The
- \ o
i -t 7 COFID= A< .:i., "—"
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i
" Srigade then moved o Jon W0 on 12 (2 where tiie; joired the rirst
. Battzlion which had zrrived the day before.

Under the operaticnzl control of the 21st ARV Division the 3rigade
carriasd out reconnzissance in force operations in Chung Thien and Kien
Giang Provinces. iInz.y contact was light ané sporadl: ... 1 :ie evering

of 24 riay when the Crigade ieadquarters located west of Vi Thanh

¢ (vieinity WR 520810) received 82mm mortar and small arus fire that re-

ted in twelve rarines wounded. On the afternoon of 26 lay, First

h and Fourth Battalion la:ines establishad contact with an entrenched VG

platoon during & heliborne assault in the Twin Rivers area southwest of
Vi Thanh, The VC force grew to battalion size by night fall and contact
was maintained througaout most of the night and ended as the VC withdrew,
A search of the area revealed si:: dead VC and four Ax-47s. ZIriendly
casualties were four VNMC killed and another seven wounded.

At the beginnin; of the month Brigade "BY, which included tne Head-
quarters, Battery "_", and the First and Sixth Infantry Battalions, was
working with the U. 5. River Assault Sguadron 15 and Vill! FAG 25/29 in
Kien Giang Province under the operational contrcl of the 21st ARVN

Division., Reconnaicsance operations produced sporadic contact through

- cmmemsnemer v e

11 Hay when the Brigade transited to the Thu Duc base and Saijon Head~
quarters, with the exception of Battery "3" and the First Battalion.
The Brigade Headquarters and the Sixth Infantry Battalion remained in a

regerve status at their bases Zor the remainder of the ocnth.
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The Sccond Infentry Batialion end one platcon of Sattery *L® first

.
-y rmwamv\ugnm g e e

i‘ esteblished enexy coniact in the Long Bien Specinl Zone oa 15 ¥ay vhen :
A
- k one ¥C was killed and two greandes and so=e s2ll arms a=mmition were ' T
. captured noith of Zicn Eoa. Light contact during the next tea days o
A

° procduced a small. cache and tuo —ore dead YC. Alttough the artillery

Ty

platoan repaired in position, the Secotd Eattalion returned to Thu Duc

o low 4

(Jes).
The Third Battalion wvas roved to Xhan Province (YT 650095) on 24

]

k
on 25 }ay and remined in a reserve status for the Joint General Staff o
May. Tho next day inder tae control of ite 18th ARVY Division the o

mrine: killed two VC and captured one AX-47, Twelve. VIL wers wounded

during the aciion, Heavy coniaci to tae west of Xuan loc on 17 iay

procuced 21 VC killed and two machine sums captured while five VL were

killed and twelve wounded,

——sen tammnoy v tons
‘l
’

e awer w B ATt teaht W e ks At e

Yoving to the north of Xuen Loc on 2£ lay, the 3rd Battalion Farinas N

i cane tpen o VG Battelion well entrenched In 2n extensive bunker corplex, _ ~ _

, Fighiing continued wniil 21lcost dawm on 23 Yoy when the VO withdrew, “ -;.

: More heavy fighting took nlince on 27 iz, Total resulis for the four REN
cay period were at least six VO killed; five Vietnanmese were killed and H ‘

tueniy three vere wouncded in the action,

. J Urder the operctiional control of tze AZWi! Airvcrne Division the Fifth ! :_;
Infentry Battnlien conducied reconraissance in force operaiions just :'.:':"

north of Saigon, Scatiered contact fron 1 to 17 lzy yielded one Y -
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. suspect and a samll cacie. Fron 18 through 24 ¥ay the battalicn vas 1
4 . 4 .
1 in a reserve status for the JGS and cn 25 Fey the Fifth Battalion re- X

Seachain),

Yeved the Secoud Battalion in the Long 3len Special Zcme. o
g Battery "C* provided munfire support witimn the Rung Sat Special
Zons for the entire month, One pla*~mm of Batiery "D" uas at Cat Ial
and ore platoon at Thu Duc, The third platoon was under the operational

control of the Second and Fifth Battalions while they operted in the

Sern 3\t el

long Bien Special Zone,
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T:N/VIT STATSTICAL SUMMARY

VIETUAXESE NAVY:

Dailv Average Seaxched Detained
Oper  Eapl dunks = People Junks People
COASTAL FORCB . :
I 51.9 51.6 13,086 69,030 93 557
i1 43.4 42,5 22,88, 13426 5 in
111 5043 46,5 8,949 28,615 53 17
w 37.0 37.0 2,913 25,445 X i/
Sub-totals: =8B,4R 196,516 169 870
SFLEET COMYAID .
PATROL SHIPS 24.9 2.4 LTS 17,5:2 0 37
PCFts 16.6 8.7 21920 10, 510 3 12
RIVERIHE ARRA
CRFT 113.5 112.0 6,404 27,890 ] 0
AT? (AID) 27.0 23.8 1,776 4,303 e 2
4Gt FESERVE
FORCE 68.5 63.0 7,903 23,1% O 90
TOTAL 2,212 279,95 172 72
#¥VIETAESE MARINE CORPS: .
Yo/HVAs KIA: 46 Captrmed: 5 Suspects detained: 13
ins: KA: 13 WIa: 101 ¥A: O )

# Provided 79 pnfire support nissircs for period 20 April - 20 iay,

# Includes FAG 27, RTEG and RFG 5l.

#% ML statistics cover perdod 2 - 29 lay.

GROUP 4

Downgraded at 3 year intervals
Declassified after 12 years
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PSYCHOLOGICAL AD CIVIC &
. Yay 1969
mes mmber of Hoi Chanhs rallyirg to the U. S. and Vietmrese Favy in )
}hyzasarecordhidlofm. Opemtinnsatmﬂ»inﬁecmmmm __
+ren acomted for 85 of the total. The First Coastal Zone FSXOFS Officer S
belizved that the utilization of detailed target audience analysis con— 5 )
trioted significantly to the overvhelming guccess of the Bal Charn program ]
Coe of the more interesting prograns ia Hay ws carried out by FBR E ”
wiors of River Division 573 and Jocal governcent officisls in the Tan
snazes. & "Duckecap” vas institutsd ubereby 6000 ducklings wers gistributed ; 2
to Mcilies who were left honeless as a result of coabet activity in their % :":'"
wiiage or who were not actively employed in crop production. The actual s 1 M-
soxibution of the ducks vas controlled by loeal Bevolutioary Developaent i B
Caire monbers. In addition to the *Duck-cap® the PER sailors were instnment- ‘ ] '
£l i helping the people rebuild thelr hores, , ' :
The nusber of Vietnamese treated by TU. S. pedical teans increased by
5777 %0 approximately 30,000 in Yay, The Vietmaese sailors who ave par-
t3~ipating in FBR operations through on the job traiziag have also beon ; ,1
joclved it MEDCAP =issions, On 6 ‘ay2 PSR patrol tean that included : T
om: T officer, one ¥ corpsten, aud eiget VI sailoss 7isited the P lan l i ::'.'::
) =Slage in Sa Dec Province {\'s 909353) for an unannounced +ESCAP nission. ::l:
38iTe the Vietaszese corrsman iveated 123 proplg, the ¥ sailors talked to :
. tie people and distributed soap, maga-ines, checker sets, and leallsts. E “
Enclosure (9) :“
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UNiC1ASSIFI:D
Before the integrated PSR teaq left the village, one of t:e U. S, sailors
noticed 3 ssall Vietnamese chilé who had fallern into a cazal and was in
apparent canger of drowning., Tne safe rescue of the litiie toddler by the
sailor contributed ruch to the success of the mission, Sinilar missicns
conducted taroughout the month continued to deconstrate e effectivr. -ss
of the Vietnansse sailors in psyops and civic action missions,

At Denang tae Kaval Supply Activity reporced that there were 102
self help projecis underway in the area which did not inciude the 300
houses that were being repa{red as a result of the February rocket attack
and tne armo dwip explosions, The NAVSUPPACT Danang scholarship fund
provided $5.25 monthly scholarships to 236 chiléren, Extensive i:prove-
ments at the Chax Museun and ARV anputee lhosnital were siill in progress
at the end of the month.
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ACT:0i PROJECTS: 7,600

COST OF SUPPLIES CCiTRISTTED 3Y LILITARY RESOURSES FOR CIVIC
ACTI0: PROJECTSs ™N§ 10,626,010
LGITALY CONTRIZUTICNS Vi 631,83%

PERCEITAGE OF U. S, 1GLITIEY CIVIC ACTION
JOZHTLY WITd:

Percent

Other FWLF 10
RVIAF 9
U. S. civiliern volxmiary agencies 5
Average perent of self-help by Vi civilians 80

FROGRAMS
¥an Tays Expenditures (Wi5)

Econonic Developoent 289 145,233
Education 6853 1,673,341

Social Welfare 6,065 8,996,874

Trensportation ETA S 316,299
Refugee 222 1,170,049

LSTITUTES ASSISTED:

Humber

Schools 51
Kospitals/Tispensexies 27
Orphanages 28
Others 95

ECIE: (1) Statistics shcwn are those for 25 March - 25 April; see paragraph
tvo of transmittal Jetter.
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