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CHRONOLOGY OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS ﬁ

SFAL Team conducts ambush near Tac Ba River., One VC killed
end one sampan destroyed. p. 14,

Coastal Groups 3//37 base attacked by Viet Cong. One
friemdly was killed and five were wounded, 7Two Viet Corg
vere killed. Pe 3.

PiRs were in two firefights with Viet Cong 17 miles east

of Sa Dac on the Meckong River. Om cnemy light machine N

gun position was dostroyed resulting in a secondary '~\
oxplosions pe 7. .

Coastal Group 15 amd two U,S. Marine companies killed five
Viet Cong ard captured three, One mine booby trap amd two
tunnels were dostroyed., p. 33.

USCGC POINT GREY detected French steel hull vessel dead in
the water in a concentration of junks, p. 16, .

PBRs captured sampan with 300 pounds of rice on the Bassac
River. p. 4. Ll o

Three PCFs arrived aboard USS COMSTOCK (ISD 19), p. 22, .-

PBRs came under automatic weapsns fire on tho Co Chien
River. Ono U,S. crewnember killod. pe 5

PER3s on the Bassac River provided gunfire support for an
outpost under attack, One secondary explosion was noted.

Ps 8

SEAL Team comducted an ambush on Bai Tien River, Two Viet
Cong killa;l and one sampan destroyed. p. 14,

PBR; captured one Viet Cong on Mckong River. p. 4,

PCFs provided illumination in support of a SAR effort
after two FiCs collided 20 milus south of Nha Trang. One
survivor was recovered. p. 19,

PBRs on the Soirap River captured ono Vht Cong, ono eampan,
one rifle and personal pupera. p. 10,

MSB 15 hit by rocket proJoct.ilo in an anmdtush by the Viet
Cong on the Long Tau River, Ons U.S. orewnember killed
and nine wounded. p. 11, :

PERs on the Bassac River had firefight with Viet Cong
fleoing from Regional Force operation., One Viet Cong
killed and one rifle captured. p. 5, v @




CONFIDENTIAL

2, « USCGC POINT GREY's Boston whalur téok e sampan urder fire,
Sampnn dustroyed by a large socondary explosion. p. 17,

26 « USCGC POINT KENNZDY asaisted in the rocovery of survivors
of a downed U,S5. Amy helicopter 70 miles south-southwest
of Vung Tau, U.S., porsonnul casualties were one killed,
ono wounddd and two missing. p. 19,

27 - Five PORs arrived aboard SS RICE VICTORY. p. 15,

30 - PORs on the Dassac River kiile-d one Viet Cong durirg a
firefight. pe 7
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RIVER PATROL FORCE

Augmonted by the arrival of five additional PBRs, Oporation
GAME VARDEN continued successfully in its mission of population
and resources control on the waterways of the Mckong Delta and
tho Kung Sat Spscial Zone, A meaningful indicator of the effec-
tiveness of GANE WARDEN was the relatively sophisticated Viet

Cong psychological warfaro campsign launched against tho PBRs,

. Increasing GAME WARDEN civic action projects and humanitarian

efforts have becn effective in pointing out the enemy fabrications
to tho populace. In addition, a PsyOps campaign in eupport of the
upcoming revised rules of engagement - permitting potrol units to

engoge evading contocts after all atteupts to bring them alongside

for inspection have failed - was concluded.

During September PBRs provided increasing support for
Vietnemese outposts under attack in their patrol areas, and
provided madical evacuation of indigenous personnel. These
offorts continued to impress the Vistnamese and U.S. Advisors in
the area. PBR support operations in connsction with heavy floods
in the Upper Mckong Delta enhanced this feeling.

Despite the first major GAME WARDEN personnel casualties,
progress continued toward the accomplishmont of assigned missions. !

DELTA RIVER PATROL GROUP
Interdiction of Viet Cong chmn‘t.a. .
On 31 August at 1855, PBRs 31, 35 ard 4O war; proceeding :

downstroam on the Bassac River 12 miles southasst of Can Tho when

)

' ¢16 116,1 meg 0312062 Oct 66 |
| 3 ’ CONFIDENTIAL
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a sampan with two men abocrd was obscrved crossing from Phong Nam
Island to the south bank, As the patrol closed, the saompen attempted
to evade armd warning shots were fired. Ensmy fire was immediately
received' frem the bank, ard in the ensuing firefight the sampan wes
destroyed. Artillery from the Tra On Bzttery wes then called in on
the enery positions; There were no friendly casuslties.

On 8 September 2t 1445, PBRs 30, 34 amd 36, operating in sup-
port of an ARVN Ninth Division operation 11 miles southenst aof
Can Tho, observed a sanpn departing a canal in the vicinity of
the operation. The two occupants of the sampan jumped overboard
as the PHis closud and fired warning shots. The sampan was cep-
tured and was found to contain 302 pounds of rice. The two
occupants escapud,

One Viet Cong was captured the night of 16 September when at
1933 PBRs 98 and 103 illuminated a sampan moving from Thoi Son
Islrnd to Kien Hoa across the Mekong River four miles west of My
Tho. hs the pat;rol closed, five rounds of snipm fire were
received froz the bank, and the occupants abandoned the sampan,

One occupant escaped but the second, discouraged by a concussion
grerade thrown beyond him, tock the life line end surrendered,

He was unharmed, and admitted to being a Viet Cong guerilla., .One
of his tasks was warning of the approach of PER patrols by pounding
together two cocor;ut hulves three times,

PERs impoded a possibls ‘Viet Cong crossing the night of 25
éeptqnbcr when at 2020 PBRs 113 and 117 received light rifls and
grenade fire 24 miles southeast of Ving long on the Co Chien
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River. A subscquent rendezvous with two civilian junks indicated % ‘*iuk.
that the Viet Cong had closed that area of the river, possibly in’
preparation for a major river crossing, The PPRs remained on
patrol in ths area and et 2109 were involved in enother firefight,
The Viet Cong possibly utiliged a large caliber weepon, but there '8
was no damage to the patrol units, b ' ;f
Viet Cong Harasemont of Patrol Units
Continued attacks by Viet Cong forces using fortified shore
positions resulted in the. first PER crewmamber killed in action Y
sinco tho inception of G/ME WARDEN operations. On 11 September =
at 1915, PBRs 29 and 82 came urder automztic woapons fire on the .

Co Chien River 26 miles southeast of Vinh long.,  In the ensuing
firofight one PBR forward gumner was killed, Encmy casualtives h i
wore unknown. : : r i

On 24 September from 0720 to: 0815, PBRs'38 and LO came urder 1§ |

emall arms and automtic weapons fire in the arca just south of
Can Tho on the Bassac River. Airsraft from Phong Dinh Sector were
called in for support. The aircraft reported there was a Regional
Force operation in progress, and the Viet Cong had been forced to
the river bank., Four PBRs wure stationed in the area for m;xpport.

Frisndly troops sweeping tho area later reported one Viat Cong é
killed as & rosult of PER fire. - A rifle was alongside the bodys .

The Viet Cong contimied extensive psychological opei'ationl ;
against the PHis during September. The Tan Chau District Chief : 4
roport;od the Vist Cong woiro telling the populaco that PER poxjeonnol .-.“ ‘ %
would rape, kill ami steal shenever they stopped Ab‘oato.- 'The effece &'3
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tiveacss of this was confirmed whon one Sa Dec patrol stopped a

boat containing young girls, several of whom went into hysterics
as the patrol approached. It cppoared that the Viet Cong PsyOps
effort had spread to tho northern areas of the Kekong Delta.
Efforts were also contirued to draw PBR patrols into possible
anbushes or booby traps. On 9 September at 0351, PBhe 96 and. 110
sighted what appeared to be an empty stmpan moored approximately
150 yards from the bank in the arva Just vast of Ving long on the v
Co Chien Riveri Suspecting a booby trap, the patrol fired warning
shots and then M-79 grenades in an attempt to dislodge the craft.
Fire was then received from the bank, and the patrol clecared the
arca. Subsequent reconnaissance indicated the sampan had been
removed. As tho sampan had beon placed‘ in the vicinity of a
friendly outpost, it was evaluated as an attempt by the Viet Cong
to draw {ire into the outpost., Tho enemy firc was not returned, $
These significant incidents also occurred during the months N

2 = it 1945 PDRs 30, 31 and LO received smll arms fire \\ |
eight miles southeast of Can Tho on the Bassac River. )

This is the first instance of eneyy fire immediately -
upstrcam frem Tra On in an erea whore the Viet Cong
have informed the populace they are going to "get a PBER."
3 « Between v1935 and 2155, PBRs & and 117 rocaiM heavy
autcuntic weapons fire 1Y miles east of Sa Dec on the
Mokong River. The fire was returned, and axvtiliory
from the My Cay Battery was callod in on the amtush
positions, PER 117 sustained three minor hits,. There

were no frivndly pursonnel casualties.
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At 2308, subscquent to the previous action, the same
patrol agein came urdor ottack, this time receiving ono
round of recoilless rifle fire. During the firefight
an encnmy light machine gun position was destroyed with
o moderate sccondary explosion resulting. Artillery
was cgain called in on the ambush position.
At 1950, PDRs 35 amd 38 received eneny grenades and
eall arms fire five miles southesst of Can Tho, a
populated arca, The fire was returned with c}tro. ]
it was clolction éve, the action wes evalucted as an
attempt to draw PBR fire into the populated arca. At
2005, Pis 39 amd 41 exporlenced a sinilar incidat dn '
the same arca, coming urdor fire fx"om throe pooitiohe.
Fire was returned at only one of the positions,
At 2020, PERs 105 and 109 received henvy machine gun
fire in the viecinity of My Tho while investigating
curfew-violating sampans, After the firofight tour‘
sampans were rounded up. The occupants stated that they e
had been forced by the Viet Cong to fish after curfew;
and it appuared that the Viet Cong were using innocent
fishermen to lure the PBRs into an ambush, 7 | . 5
PERs 31, 39 ard 41 accounted for one Viet Cong k'illed ot
when they received light enemy fire six miles ‘to\;theut ' 3
of Can Tho, A later reconnaissance revealed one sniper
hanging from the tree where he had boen shot,’ 2
7 ' CONFIDENTIAL |
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CONFIDENTIAL
PIR Assistance

On three occasions during September GAME WARDEN patrol unite
in the Mokong Delta comoe to the sssistence of frisendly outposts
urder attack. At 2315 on § Suptember, PBRs 79 and 80, at.the
request of Sa Dec District Headquartore, proceeded to assist a
Popular Force outpost urder attack 12 miles northwest of Sa' Dec
on the Mekong River. Upon arrival the patrol observued that both
flanks of the outpost wsre under heavy enemy fire.. The potrol
asaisted in taking the positions under fire, and drew enumy fire
in return. Upon arrival of a flare aircraft the Viet Cong broke
contact, There were no U.S. cosualties, but one Populer Force
soldier was killed, two were wounded and two dependents were
wounded, The PBRs provided medicel avucua@'.ion of the wounded to
Sa’ Dec,

On 7 September at 2125, PBhs 31 ard 35 obsgrved a prearreangod
flare signal indicating assistance was desired in the vicinity of
a friendly outpost 10 milus southvast of Can Tho on the Bassac
River. The outpost pinpointed Viet Cong positions by using tracer
fire and the PBRs took thum under fire, There were no friendly
ccsucltics during tho action, and enamy casualties were uninown,
There had been a significant, recent buildup of Viet Cong forces
in the area, ‘ |

In the same ares on 11 Septembor at 0010, the Viet Cong
commenced a mortar attack on an outpost. and directed autometic
weapons fire at a PER patrol, The PERs took both tho morter ad
cutcmatic weapons positions under fire. The eutamatic weapons

8_ ~ CONFIDENTIAL
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CONFIDENTIAL

position was silenced and one seconiary vxplosion noted. The
Viot Cong then shifted their mortar fire to the PBRs. Six rounds
wore fired with no damage to thoe boats beforc the mortar was
silenced at 0030, The patrol returncd later for possible medical
- evacuation, but upon arrival at the outpost discovered thsre were
no casualties, VNN River Assault Group units from Can Tho were .
then dispatched for outpost security.

In addition to the above actions, the PBRs providéci medical
evacuation for injured civilian and militery pursonnel on several
occasions,

9 - Lt 1845, PBRs 134 and 135 wuro notifiod by .thu u.s.
Special Farces detachment at Tan Chau'that a Vietnamese
girl had been critically injured by a water buffalo in
a villege on the lMekong River near the Cambodien bo;'d;ar.
The girl was carried to the Special Forces dotachment
at Chau Doc where she was treated and transferred by a
Vietnamese Air Force helicopter to the fustralian : .
Surgical Team Hospital at long Xuyen. The prompt
action was credited with saving her life.

- At 2215, PBRs 52 and 115, also operating on the Mukong :
Rivex; near the Cambodian border, received word from
the USSF dctachment at An Phu that a Regional Force
soldier was critically wounded. He was carried by PBR
to a Vietnamese hospital at Chau Doc,

10 = At 1145, PBRs 39 and 41 conmducted mudical uvacuation

for two civilians who had been wounded as a result of
- LS CONFIDENI‘IAL
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an /RVH operation 12 miles southeast of Can Tho. They {
were transferroed to Can Tho, o N ﬁ

11 = At 1040, a wounded ARVN soldior was evacuatod from Tra

On to Can Tho,

25 = At 1230 two wounded Vistnmmese Spocial Forces irregulars J
were evacuated by PHL to long Xuyen. ' The PERs ware :
utilized due to flooding of the base helicopter pad.

28 = At 1230, PIRs 39 and 41 irspected a samman, noting one
child with third dogroec burns thought to bo the result
of a nopalm strike. The mtrol transferred the child
to Can Tho,

RUNG SAT SPECIAL ZOME RIVER PATROL GROUP

.

PHERs opercting on the waters of the Rung Sat Spocial Zone
had their most successful ection of the month on the night of 20
Soptember when a drifting Soirap River patrol detucted a radar "W
contzct seven miles south of Nha Be., The patrol closed to 25
yards for visual observation, and the three occupants jumped overs
boerd. The patrol launched twe concussion gromdea‘ ard four :
fragoantation gremndes and forced the three suspocts to the sur-

face, As the patrol illuminated them, automatic weapons fire
was received from the west bank of the river,  During the onsuing
i firofight two occupants of the sampan escaped vhile the remaining -
occup_ont was captured, The sampan, containing a rifle and personal
goar, was also captured and tnken to Nha Be.
#4 1240 on 15 Septenber, PINs 25 and 26, on & narmal patrol
in the same area of the Soirep River, observed an explosion in 7\\'
' 10 COFIDENTZL ™.
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CONFIDENTIAL
the water approximately 25 yards astern of tho cover boat, There
was no river traffic or visible movement in the area and the
action was evaluated as Viet Cong harasament by rifle gremade,
On 24 September at 2345, a PBR patrol received hoavy automatic
weapons fire in the same location. This area of the Soirap River
is a known Viet Cong crossing point,
Haorassment of River Traffic

Having inflictod damagoe: on'mineswoepers anl commercial
shipping in August, the Viet Cong comtinuod to direct attacks
against friendly river movement during September. The att.acim'
were concentrated on U.S. Navy MSBs in an attempt to disrupt
mineswoeping efforts, |

On 22 Soptember at 1518, MSBs 14 and 15 were mking their
third pass of the Long Tau River when MSB 15 expurienced an : \
uxplosion on the forward starboard side at the turbine stack and
MSB 14 cbserved three explosions within 50 feet of its position .
(ses chart)., At the time of the attack MSB 15 was approgdmut.e]y'
30 meters fram the west bank of the river and MSB 14 was '
approximately 12 meters from the east bank., It was low tide and
slack water, < Light trails of smoke wore observed bohird the

projuctilus uacd in tho Initisl attack, and thoy were ovaluated
as rockets, Following the initial attack hoavy automatic woapons : .
fire wns received from both banks, and the MSBs returned uuf}n Y ¥
until 1525 when they were cloar of tho ambush area, - .7 . :
In the ambush one crewmumber of HSB 15 was_ killod undnim .
were wounded. (MSB 15 vas carrying a secomd crew tor indpc‘t'.rimt;on),‘

19 . CONPIDENTIAL .
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and the boat sustained moderate mnterial dmagoe., Dven though the
area of the arbush was defoliated, thore wes dense underbrush
which at low tide provided cmplo cover for this type of attack,
At high tide the MSBs are ecble to observe the entire defoliated
arca, .

One mining attempt was reported during the month, On 8
September at 0517, MSB 49 reported en uderwater explosion while
on a routine chain drag of the long Tau River: lLatcr the same
day MSB 14 lost its "O" type moored sweep guar and received enemy
small arms fire while effecting recovery. A PBR patrol in the
area e_ovo'x:vd the MSB until the gear was recovered, In a third
incident on 8 Septumber, SS EXHIBITK, a civilian cargo ship,
recuivid onemy harassing fire from the wost bank of the Long Tau
kiver. A PER mtrol arrivid to assist an! directed M-79 srun;ulu
into the enemy positions, There were no frienlly personnel or
materinl casucltics in any of theso incidents. |

The final incident of the month occurred on the Dong Nai o

River east of Seigon at 0930 on 27 Septamber when MSB 52, acca;:-
panied by MSB 49, experienced a heavy explosion closc astern
while swoeping northward. The explosion was evaluatud by the
swuap of ficor as a recoilless rifle or mortc; round, Thore woreo
no casucltios, Tho previous day MSB 17 had observed and destroyod'
with M-79 grenades 2 bundle of bamboo secured with red flags in
the samo zrva of the river. The float was evaluated as a possible
mine markor, and the proximity of tho two incidents indicated a
concerted Viet Cong effort to intorfore with sweep operations in

this aroa, ‘
12 " CONFID:SNTIAL
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Hellcopter Fire Tecms
Navy-sannod holiecoptor fire teams, oporating from the GAMS
VIJODEN baso at Nha Be, and from USS TOKTUGA (LSD 26) and USS
COMSTOCK (1SD 19), supported friondly forecs in the Rung Sat
Special Zone throughout the month, : _
S - At 1828 the U.S. advisor et Qurng Xuyen reporteud thot
a Popular Forco outpost wea receiving enony fire (see
chart for positions). it 1845 the Nha Be fire team
arrived amd suppressed the fire, )
7 = At 1920 the Nhe Be fire team scrambled to support a
U.S. Ammy helicoptor vhich had been downad by cnemy
fire in the 111 Corps Tactical Zone adjacont to the
kS52, :

- At 1945 the TORTUGA fire team rea;;ondod wa raqueaf.
from VNN suthorities at Nha Be to a;saist in suppressing
an attack on Dong Hoa Villege., Upon errival of the
fire team the enemy broks eontect,. '

8 - 4t 0150 VNN autharitivs ot Nha Be reported an outpost
undor attack. The Nha Bo fire toam was airbormv at
OiSlS. ond upon errival attacked suapected vnumy posie
tions, The Vist Cong then broke contact.,

= At 040/, a Ui,S. a.ivisor reported a Regional Force platoon
unler r:tt.t.ck puar Cen Gio end a fire ‘team was dispatched

to conduct alr strikas on suspocted snemy positions,
The fire toam cﬁbsoquontly provided medical evacuation
tmg Can Gio for a seriously wounded soldier; then s

13 'CONFIDENTIAL
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rearned. and returmed to ‘the area to support @ reaction

i

operation.

30 - At 1117 a U.S. Alr Force F=100 aircraft on & strike ‘

R . s

. aission in conjunction with Operation BATON ROUGE
crashed, tut the pilot baiied out and was observed by .4
personnel at Nha Be, GAME WARDEN helos provided fire
cover and rescued the pilot,

SEAL TEAM
On 1 September at approximately 2100 in the vicinity of the
branches of the Tec Ba kiver (see chert), the SEAL Tcam comducted
their first successful ambush of the month, [ sempan, camouflaged
with weeds and brush interwoven in a wire mesh, was ;beorved moving
through rustricted waters. The craft was taken unlor firc emd the i

one occupant killed. The sampan sank before it could be recovered,
The SZAL Tuam recorded its second successful ambush of the
morth on 13 Scptember when at 0035 a sampan was detectued heading
southward on the Bai Tien River. The ambush team oponoud fire, ’

killing both occupants and sinking tho sampan,. Tho SEAL Team

LCM-3 immudintely oxtractud the ambush toam whils eonlucting
rvconnaissance by fire of both banks of the river., One cruwnmber : . |
was olightly wounded when the 1ClH-3 recelved cnemy small arms firc,

On 18 Septembur at 04,08, a reconnaissance team discovered a.
rebuilt base camp, previously destroyed in July, The camp consisted
of several new huts, bunkors,.whter jugs and containers for keeping \V\\
.live fish, The camp had been inhnbitud recently, and wes belisved ’\\\

to be a rest station or troop staging area, The canp was destroyed

i .\ ] -
i ' Aes g ..é
) e
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GAMS W/,RDEN UNITS

N oma e - 3

Fivo Phlts wore added to the GAME WAIDEN inventory during
September to bring the total craft in country to 100. The boats,

4
which arrived aboard SS RICE VICTOLY on 27 Septembur, wore added .

to River Patrol Section 523. On 29 September Cormander River
Patrol Section 523 with the five additional PBRs reported opara-
tionally ready for the transit to long Xuyen. On 10 September
USS COMSTOCK (LSD 19) relioved USS TOKTUGA (ISD 26) as GAME VARDEN
support ship, On 26 September RIVP.TSECT 532 was activated at / :
Cat Lo, ' . i
On 19 September modified Jacuzel pumps were installod in.
three PERs by manufacturer’s technical repressntatives. A consi- '
derable improvement in speed was noted in these boats, vl’ ,

* % %% N
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CC.\STilL SURVEILLANCE FOKCE

An average of 67 U.S. units wore on continuous MARKET TIME
patrols during the xnonth.‘ Two aircraft were continuously aire
borne on MARKET TIME pé.trols. hdditionally, a daylight patrol
of the South China Sea was flown during the derk phases of the
moon, Forces were augnented by .three additionsl PCFs.

EVASION INCIDENTS

AL 0335 on 7 Soptembor, USCGE TOINT GIEY dotoctud a stoel
hull contact duad in the water off the southwust coast of Ca
Mau Peninsula 77 miles south of An Thoi, Fifteen junks sur-
reooled the ship, but POINT GREY was unable to determine if any
Junks were alongside. Vhen challenged, the vossel, which showed
no running or range lights, got underway on course 130, at 17
knots., The Junks di-peue&. '

The contact was visually identified as the French flag
morchant ship TATIANA (7,026 gross tons), POINT GREY continued
to ehedow TATLINA but esuld not match hor spoed. USS NEVELL
(DER 322) was dispatched to assist, intercepted TI.TiI.NA and
delivered the nessage, "Youx? stopping in contiguous waters in
Junk concentration indicétee possible vi61ntion GVN;‘-regulatiom.
Request you follow me to Vung -Tau." £ | _

TATIANA compliod and upon arrival in Vung Tau was 1nspect§d
by the Viotnamese Navy Third Coastel Zone Commander. Nothing
suspicious was found. The Mastor amd crow of 36_ were Frcn‘ch f
Nationals., The ahig.) carried 2,800 tons of gu.ural cargp; ‘l'hoi

1 t

! Soe Appendix T for MARKET TIME Stetisticel Summary ;
‘ 16 " CONPIDENTTAL
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Mrotor stetod that ho had pade the trdp "a dozon timaa,™ uaing
the same route armd had seen Jjunks but ne(rer had stopped.,

The Master further informed the inspecting party that the
ship wes enroute from Sihmoukvillo, Cmnbodia to Hong Kong.
Howcever, a COMN/AVFCKV Intolligunco chock of the ship's agont!'s
Scdgon office indicatqd that TATIANA's port calls were changed
prior t.o.hux; arrival at Sihanoukvillo, frum Hong Kong to Kobo;
Japan, Thin contradiction of the {{note;-'u stetement, plus the
fact that thu vessol did not chow navigational lights amd stopped
in a large concentration of junks off a Viet C'.mg-controlled |
coastal area, added slgnificance to this incident.’

TATIANA was releasod by Vietmmesc :mthoritiea at 2130 on
7 September., Intelligence recondo indicated that TATLNA did
continue to Kobe, Japan viée Hong Kong. | '

AU 2000 on 24 Joplenber, Usmb POINT QLEY dateoted aeveral
sanpans closo to the beach 63 miles southeast of An Thoi moving
south along the coastal area of the U Minh Forost. POINT GREY's
Boston whalsr, which was sent in to Weatigato the.contacts,
reported that several sc.mpcns were on thc beach anrd t.hat o flash-
light aigml was. roceivod {rom the beach. Tho uhnlur 111umimtod
. the closest moving target and three 'mon Jumpod overboard o.nd swanm.
for the beach, When they did not heed wc.x-niu; lhotl, they were

t.akon under firo. ‘The sampan was doetroyod by a large aocondnry

oxplosion whon it we takon urder fire by the whnlor. POINP GRE!
later receivud annll am fire trcm the boc.ch. 'rhem mro no

+

friendly casualtios ;} VC éauunlt'ioé woro unknown,

- 08 -hoo@

. ! | "v' ! =N .'.2. \ i
! COMN.VFOKV msg 081040 Sep 66 ~ Intelligence Sumary 136-66
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The following evasion incidents also were reucorded during
Septenber:

14 - it 0100 PCF 66 detected a contact 19 miles south of |
Qui Nhon proceeding in a southerly direction along the
coast, ¥hen PCF 66 closud and illuminated the Jjunk,
it eveded andd ignored warning shota, The junk was dos-
troyod by diroct firo., Pruny casualties wure unknown,

17 = Lt 1235 PCF 21 hailed and fired warning shots ot two
oampans attempting to evade to the boach 30 miles south
of DaNeng, Whon the sanpans continued ovasive tactics,
thoy wure taken under direct fire and damaged., Small
arms fire was received from the becch during this
action, but was not returned bocause of the proximity
of a village, There were no friemly casualties.

21 = it 1650 USCGC POINT ARDEN hailed four junks 86 miles
northwest of DaNang off the DMZ coast. The Jjunks were
not fired on as they evaded acruss the 17th parallel.

28 - USCGC POINT CIEAR fired on an evading junk 66 milus
southeast of An Thoi when it faoiled to heed hailings
and warning shots, Results wore unknown,

OPLHATIONS
Lond operations supported by w.nxmj TIDE forces during
Septamber wure as followss
14 « PCFs on routine patrul in rreas 7B and 8C, approximately

© 100 niles southwest or Vung Tau, provided blocking forces

for /RVN Opovation DAN CHI 261.
' 18 CONFIDENTIAL
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15=25 .« PCFs &¢nd WPBs in area 1A), adjacent to thg DMZ coast,
perticipated in Operation DECK HOUSE IV by providing
coastal patrols and anchorage security for the amphie

bious force,

19 = At 1930 PCF 73 provided urgont ovncuati9n for tw United
States Special Forces amd 35 Rogiomal Forces troops '
surrounded by Viet Cong 12 miles north of /n Thoi.

23 ~ PCFs, patrolling just north of Qui Nhon in area 3E,
provided a blocking force for ,t.ho Operations WILD
CAMILIA ard THAYER.

Eight KOUNDUPs were corducted in September by MARKET TIME

PCFs and P/iCVs., In all cases, nothing suspiclous was uncovered,
Tho KOUNDUP operations were comducted in three areas. Between
13 end 15 Soptumbor two [IOUNDUPs wore comducted in Vung Tau
Harbor. Fivo ROUNDUPs were carried out in an arca off t:hu coast
of Go -Cong Province :ear the mouths of the Cua Tisu ad Cu.a Dal
Rivers botween the 19th and 24th of the month, One LIOUNDUP was
effected off the coest of Phuoc M,ijovince, ten miles north of
Vung Tau, on the 27th and 26th,

MARKET TIME units conducted two Search and Lescue operations
during the month, On 17 September at 2130, two FCFs provided
11lunination in support of a S/R effort after two F4Cs collided
20 miles south of Nha Trang. One survivor was recovervd. On
26 Septembur, at 1225, USOGC POINT KENNEDY assisted in the
recovery of survivors of a downed u.s. hymy helicopter 70 miles
south-southwest of Vung Tou, Four survivors wore recovered by

19,y i CONPIDENTIAL
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POINT KENNEDY's amall boat, U.S. personnel casualties wore one
killed, ona wounded and two missing.
HOSTIU.:‘, FIKE INCIDENTS
Mi\RKET TIME units on patrol ceme under attack cn only a few
occasions during September. In no ccse was thoro psrsomnel or
material damage,
L = it 2120 PCF 74 received automatic weapons fire from
the north shore of Phu Quoc Islend 22 miles north of
An Thoi, Fire was returned resulting in a aecor;:!ax:y
oxplosion.
1h = AL 1110 I'CF 55 ruculvod approximately 50 rounds of
“mchine gun fire 80 miles southeast of DaNang, The
fire was suppressed,

17 = At 1840 RCF 87 received rachine gun fire 15 miles north

of Qui Nhon while closing a small junk moving along the \

surf line, Fire was returned, but the junk successfully -
e\'t-dcd.

19 = At 1022 PCF 63 roceived small arms fire from the beach v

45 miles north of Qui Nhon while closirng to 1nvpotigoti
a junk, Fire was rcturned, An observation lircratf |
roported that onery casualtics were one killud and one
probable wounded, '
NAVAL GUNFL(E SUPPORT
M.\RKST TIME units contributued naval éunﬁ.re support on ten
occasions during the month, Friendly forces suf fured no casualtics

end onomy casuzltios were unconfirmed or unimown, = ,
20 , CONFIDENTIAL
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1 = At 1415 USCGC POINT JLFFERSON and PCF 57 conducted an

unacheduled gunfire support mission 100 miles southwest

of Vung Tau agzinst an enemy troop concentratibn gpotted

by a FiC aircraft, Fifty-four rounds of 8imm mortar
were expended,

- At 1500 USCGC POINT S1OCUM fired 44 rounds of 81mm

mortar in support of a reconnaissance aircraft receiving

amall ams fire 86 miles northeast of Vung Tau,

2 = At 2050 PCF 51 expended 24 rounds of 8imm HE mortar in

support of frisndly forces 30 miles northeast of Nha

Trang.

5 « At 1030 USCGC POINT VHITE and PCF 37 supported a recon-

naissance aircraft recoiving ground fire 185 miles
southwest of Vung Tau on the Ca Mau Peninsula by
expending 67 rounds of 81om mortar,

9 « At 2205 PCF 50 provided urgent gunfire support for
friendly forcee under attack 35 miles north of Nha
Trang. Twenty-{ive rounds of 8imm HE mortar wore
oxporded. At 0136 and 0615 tho following day, the
units provided additional fire support ageinst encmy
positions in the same area by expcndiivg 50 rounds of
81m mortar.

80 miles northeast of Vung Tau for a reconnaissance

aircraft receiving ground fire, The aircraft reported

that three of the eneny possibly were killed,

21 ] . CONF IDENT JAL
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14 = At 1145 PCF 10 provided gunfire support for a recon-

naissance aircraft under fire 50 milus easi of An Thod,
The aircraft took two sempans in the area under fire,
The PCF later provided first aid ard evacuation for
two civilians who were wounded by the aircraft fire. '
18 « At 0730 PCF 57 observed ground fire bcing directed '
against a reconnaissance aircraft 15 miles north of
Qui Nhon., PCF 57 suppressed the enemy fire with ,50
calibor machine gun and 8imm mortar fire.
26 = At 1315 PCF 77 teamed up with USS SAINT FRANCIS RIVER
(ISMR 525) in supprossing enemy fire directed against
Coastal Group 16 units 60 miles north of Qui Nhon.
30 = At 1430 USCGC POINT BANKS corducted a scheduled gunfire
support mission against encmy positions on the west
coast of Phu Quoc Island six miles north of An Thoi,
Twenty=-nine rounds of 8imm mortar were expended,
ARKET TIME UNITS
Three additional PCFs arrived in country this month, boosting ‘
the total number in country to 73. The new PCFs, numbered 87, 88 Y
and 89, arrived in Qui Nhon aboard USS COMSTOCK (ISD 19) on 9
September, | \
The three PCFs were 2ssigned to inshore patrols in arca
three which was roaligned to provide seven vice six sub-areas,
High hostile fire and junk activity in the arca ard the nowly
assignod boats were the factors that dictated thy realignment,

In another realigrment, offshore barrier lines in arcas eight.
2 CONFIDENTIAL
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and nine were moved to positions closer to the Ca Mau Peninsula

and shipping lanes to botter intercept and identify merchant shipe,

USS VESTCHESTER COUNTY (IST 1167) relisved USS FLOYD COUNTY

(1ST 762) et Vung Tau on the first of the month, FLOYD COUNTY had

spend &, days on stetion servicing WPBs ard PCFs in areas seven
erd eight.

On 10 September MIUWS (Mobile Inshore Undersoa Varfare
Surveillance) Unit 13 relicved MIUWS Unit 12 at Vung Tau,

On 20 Septembor PACV (Patrol Air Cushion Vehicle) Division
107 chopped to CTF 115 for a one-month period of evaluation of
three P/CVs operating as MARKET TIME units. -

USCGC POINT CRIENT was drydocked at DaNarg for one day of
emergency repairs., USCGCs POINT BANKS and POINT GANNET were
drydocked in Bangkok for a 12-day routine maintenance check.

| USS CURRITUCK (AV 7) established a seadrome on 3 Septauber
at Cam Manh Bay. Patrol Squedron 50 flew SP5B adrcraft on MARKET
TIME pstrols both north to the 17th parallel and south to Phu
Quoc lsland, CURRITUCK's acircraft completed patrols achoduléd
bty CTF 72 in conjunction with P3As basod at Sangley Point; P.I.
and SP2Hs flying out of Tan Son Khut, \Sai.gon. The SPZHs.are a
task group under CTF 115, but the other aircraft are pro'vided
by CTF 72 for MARKET TIME operstions on a periodic basis, - The
seadroms was dhcutabliéhad on 27 September,

The following units wcre under OPQON of CTF 115 for patrol
duties during September: 109 WalA.

23 " CONFIDENTIAL
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NIT DATES
pSS WITHOITE (DER 392) 1 - 21
USS NEWELL (DTR 322) 1«13 and 21 - 30
o SLVAGE (PFR 380) 1 <9and 2 -~ 30
USS HLVERFIEID (DER 393) 1« 30
UsS CAMP (DiR 251) e 12 = 30
Uss HISSEM (DER 400) 26 - 30
Uss KOTMR (DER 331) 9 - 24
Uss KIETCHIER (DER 329) 1 = 16
USS EPPING FOREST (¥CS 79 a8k 12 - 30
UsS ADVANCE (MS0 510) 25 = 30
s consTANT (M30 127) 13 = 30
Uss ENERGY (MSO 136) 13 - 30
U5S PLUCK (M30 46h) 7 - 21
Uss FORTIFY (1450 LAL6) 1«13
USS ENGAGE (VSO L43) 1-28
USS IMPERVIOUS (M50 L449) 1t e 13 ¢
Us8 INFLICT (130 L56) 1 =15
I35 10YALTY (H30 457) { - 12 ard 21 = 30
uss PHOZBE (#3C 199) 1 =17
USS VIREO (MSC 205) 1 - 28
USS ALBATROSS (¥SC 289) 28 - 30
USS WARBIZR (MSC 206) 28 = 30 :
USS GAMNET (M5C 290) 1-28 ,
USS SURFBIRD (ADG 383) 16 - 2,
US9 WESTCHESTER COUNTY (15T 1167) f «30
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U. S. NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, SAIGON

At most locations, construction on interim facilities at
MARKET TIME amd GAME WARDEN support bases neared completion
during the month, Construction on permanent facilities moved
ahend more slowly and in some cases was deferred,

.M. in Thoi, additional storerooms, bins and shelving woro
completod on 4PL 55. Const‘ruct,ion of the Cat 1o meos facility
continued as installation of eloctrical fixtures began, At Cam
Ronh Bay the ninth BEQ building was completed enabling all
personnel to move from tent city. The 1,000-man mess hall wce
completod uxcept for the installation of equipmunt and fixturos.
Construction continued at Qui Nhon as pile driving equipment,
for waterfront work, arrived on site, Harbor defense focility
improvements at Qui Nhon, Nha Treng, Cam Ranh Bay and Vung Tau
continued with additional construction scheduled to begin on
oach base at month's end, ' '

G/AME VJRDEN suppart bases roeported continuing facility
improveronts during September, The pontoon causeway access to
the Can Tho YFNB-9 was completed, as woll as cther modifications,

o incrense its utility, On 25 Septumbur a 50-roam billet with -

gnlley and moss was leased to serve as an intorim facility until

pormanent facilities are btuilt, Vinh Long reported that 90 parcent

of interin construction wns compluted; however, Mokong River

flooding hampered progress this month, Nha Be interim facilities

continued to be taxed to a maximum degree. Comstruction of

berthing spaces and installation of electricel wirirg on YFNB-16 -

RS i . CONPIDENTIAL
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neared complution. Also at ¥ha Bey two skid mounted refusllers
were jnstalled %0 help meet the needs of the increasing hslicopter

operations. A Léng, Xuyen, .fuel capacity was increased to 20,000

gallona with the addition of gnothor fuel bladder dolivered from
Can Tho. A Lemparary boat ramp was inotalled at My Tho to nosist

in the supply of that bases

jdvanced Baso Functiomal Components (KBFC) meterial continued
to be sent out o detachments, particularly to the GAME V//RDEN
vasos. Reefers wore distrituted to Nha Be, Sa Dec, Cen Tho, 1ong
Xuyen and Vinh long. Supplies from the warehouses of Saigon

roached the various bases on trucks, airplanes ard the support

ohips USS BIUE BIRD (C 121), USS JiRK (AKL 12) ond USS BRUIE ‘ o

(AKL 28). . , N T : ; M

In Saigon, COMNA VFORV announced that parmnent construction 3 ; §

at Vinh Long and S8 Doc would be dolayed, and that the projected

dotachment at Chou Doc would take form &8 a floating busce ‘ s o
On 23 September & conference-of COMNAVFORV, COMFAIRWESTPAC T * i;i

and NAVSUPPACT ropreeont&tivoa was hold to revievw the proposed
COMP/\ JRMESTPAC 1isting of items and functions regulated by the
Inten-Service Supply hgreement (I38A) ¥ath the Army amd the Adr
Porce. As 8 result, it a ppeared that & mmber of functions . | g i
listed can be resolved through & host~tenant meporandum of under= |

standing.

: b

- puring the wonth a planned Maintenance System was installed |
" g
et all GAME VARDEN and M:RXET TDE basos, : Teams made up of \F
¢ iR

‘t

representatives from PHIBPAC, MAVSHIPSYSOOM ard NAVSUPPACT visited
26 . CONPIDENTIAL
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cach of thé baoes, All beses received initial outfitting stocks
of boat spares early in the month, | |
Shortages of technical personnel for maintenance and repair
at outlying bases x‘emain & major problem, Gemsrally, berthing
and mossing facilitios at.moat bases improved during the month
with edditionz1 tunks and lockers coming into supply and construc-
tion of new facilities continuing,
Special Services processed 160 rest and recreation trips and
delivered movie projectors, tape recorders and other entertaimment

oquipmint, Th)'t')ug)‘xout Viotram an dncrvaso 4 the quality and

reception arca of Armmud Forces Radio Television Service programming
provided additiomal recreatioral services. At Qui Nhon, for exanmple,

new television facilities were implomented and TV receivers wore
purchased for immediate use, '
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CIVIC ACTION AND PSYCHOLOGICLL OPERATIONS

Psychological operations amd civic action projects contimod
to increase during Sopf.ombor as more personnel and metorial ‘ &
bocamo available,

The personnel of Naval Support Activity,. Saigon establishqd
a type of Oormunity Chest fund drive to mko building im'pmvm'o'ntl
on an eleswntary school for blird girls in Saigon. rIn addition
to providing funds, the men used off-duty hours on imukenda, to ,
clean and paint the entire school., Over 50,000' piasﬁurq have.
been pledged to support t.he. school on a monthly besis, This '
pcol of funds and labor also will be available for other civic
action programs, :

Many units throughout Vietnam supplivd candy, cakes, toys,
candles and lanterns to children in cbservance of "Trung Thu" or
children's festival which was celobrated during the week of ;
23-29 September, X 5 _‘ # LIt .\. &

A MEDCAP team, composod of U.S. Army doctors and U.S. Navy 5
and VN Navy corpsmen, was organized in the Qui Nhon area. 'l‘wo ' \ :
visita woro madoe by tho team in Sopluabur, Forty-six patit'mu
wore treatud on board a PCF near Degi Vimgo in Binh Dinh Pro-
vince during the Iiut visit. Ina \d.oit to Poulo Glmb:l.r Islmd,

205 patients wore treated, %

Personnel of USN Mobils Construction Battauon wskbuj.lt a

uhoolhouu et Boc Ninb Hamlet during their oft-duty houro.

1. Construction projocta oomphud during rtport per:lod. ,'mou
ropairud ar ronmt.od are market vdth an E. 3
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2.

3.

L.

a., DBridges

b, Dwollings

c. Fences (kilemeters)
d. Information Booth
e, Playgrounds

f. Schools/Clagsrooms

Medical Trcatmon'ts

a. General Medicel
b, Dental

c. Surgery

d. MEDEVLC

e, Hairlip Operztions

Health and Sanitation

a. Hygiene Classes; attendance
b. rPhysical Examinctions

¢, Swamps Drained

d. Spray Operationa

Distribution of Commodities

a., Cemoent (pounds)

b. Clothing (pounds)

c. Salad 0il (gallons)

d, Food (pounds)

e, Iumber (board fuet)

f. Mocdical, non-prescription
(vitaming ) (bottles)

g. PhysEd Kits

h., School Kits

i, Socp (pounds)

J. Tin Sheot

k. Aluminum Plate

b i Toxtile Kits

m. Faint (gallons)

n. FsyOps Bucksts

o, Prersonal Kits

p. School Supplies (asscrted)
(pounds) ‘

q. Fish Hooks (units)

r. Toys (pounds)

s, Blankots

t. Cardy (pounds)

u. Toothpaste (cases)

v. Refugeo Evacuations

w. Steel (pounds)

x. Nails (pounds)

y. Sheetrock (sheets)

s. Plywood (sheets)

usW

1R
15/18

IR, 1
3/5

9,541
L63

13/462
450

17

4,000
335

738
28,280
116,700

2,400

57
986
166

68

27

698
350

150
660
10,700

1,110

155

SEO0O0CO0O

eJoleoReo

1,735
2,100

2,5
0

9,755
o

0000000

locNoRoNoNo o ‘g

TOTAL

1R
15/18

1R, 1
3/5

9, 541
L63

13/462
L50

17

L, 885
738
93,393
116,700

2,400
2

57
4,213
T 816
W7

2,433
2,450

2,895
660

20,455 -
1,110
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7.

8.
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USH VNN . TOTAL A E‘J

Recovered Goods , t
a. Rice (pounds) LL,O 0 41,0 LL
Educational Efforts i
a. English Clasces/Attendence 15/326 0 15/326
b, News Media Disscmination . i

(newspapers, posters) 1,300 o] 1,300
Voluntary Contributions in eupport of::
a. Orphanages ' 2,500$VN 0 2,500¢WN
b. Religious 15,851$VN 0 15,851$VN
¢. Childrens Festival 34,3356V 58,500V 92,8353VN
d., Hairlip Operztions 5,130$VN 7,060$VN 12, 190$VN

Other Efforts:

8. USN forces distrituted 122,500 leaflets and broadcast 22 ¢

hours of loudspeaker operations. Rosults are unknown.
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NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP
VIETI.MESE NAVY

idvisors reported that the overall ability of the Vietnamese
Navy to accomplish assigned tasks remained satisfactory during
Soptember.

On 8 September, Lieutenant General Cao van VIEN assumed the
post of Commander-in~Chief of the Vistnamese Navy. The initial
reaction was that the Navy had lost face. However, as the moderate
elerents made themselves felt, many considered that the assignment

of the General might be bensficial as this would give the Navy &

better opportunity to present its problems vefore the Joint General

taff.

On 30 September, VIN Hoadquartors reported that it had 15,410
mon asoigned. The distribution of theso men with;‘ln the VNN con-
tinued to be unsatisfactory. However, desertions declined for
the third consecutive month. This month the VNN had 80 deserters
as cocpared with 107 for August.

Leadership within the VEN continued to follow the same trends
irdicated for fugust. }. 1imited number of Fleet Command Officers,
{ncluding the commanding of ficers of PGM 602 and 1SSL 228, demon-
strated continued oxcellence in the performance of thair dutiss.
Many other of ficers continued to show 8 deficiency in lcadership
and initiative, The performance of Constal Group of;'icui's ranged
from good to excollent with eome excoptions. Petty officer
initistive and lssdership wore still bolow & ‘satisfactory level.

Oporational reports irdicatod that most VNN units aro suffi-
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ciontly trained to carry out their assignoed missions. Tho VNN
Floet Command instituted a Prospuctive Commanding Officer/Executive

" Officer Course for PGM officers on 16 Soptember and will utilize

in-port PGMs as training ships, Floet Command advisors conduoted
a one woek English lenguage training program for the newly
commissioned VNN Ensigns in an effort to improve their language
capability prior to their reporting to SEVENTH Floot units for
on-tho~job training,

Most Coastal Groups reportod a lack of adoquate treining
programs . Only half of the Coastal Group .advisors stated that
their units were adequately trained to carry out their assigned
missions,.

hshore training commands continued to have problems with
inadequate berthing and mussing facilities and instructional
capabilitica,  The most pressing problem at NTC, Nha Trang is the
inadequate water and sewage facilities, Training aids are also
inadequate. The school library, proviously open only during
working hours, is now open at night and on woekends.. The book
supply is slowly improving in quantity and qu.iity and greater
utilization of this library aml study hall was noted. With the
arrival of a now VNN NTC Commanding Officer, mm;xy special projecte
have been initiated to improve facilitios and morale,

The CY 1966 Viotnamese Construction Progrom continued to move
slowly.  Erection of one hundred prefab btuildings at Corstal Naval
Zone sites is now underway. The first five prefab tuildings were
ount to the Coastal Survidllance Center, Nha Trang and are boing
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Iﬁ the Second Coastal Naval Zone, Coastal Groups carried out
their assigned misaiond of coastal surveillance ard of counter-
jnfiltration potrols.

Activitios of Conatal Groups 1,/37 and 35 highlig,htod activi-
tios within the Third Coastal Naval Zono. At 2320 on 2 Soptumber,
the Viet Cong attacked Coastal Groups 34,/37 with 60um mortar,
automatic weapons and emll arms fire. One aircraft wad called
in and dropped flares whilo ertillery ot Ba Tri provided supporting
fire, The enemy vi.thdrew after one hour and left two killed, The
Coastal Groups hod one killed ard five wounded, three of whom
wore female depundents.

on the morning of 5 geptember, bHoats of Coastal Groups 3L,/37
and 35 provided support for 8 civic action squad from My luong
village, which had been ambushed by the Viet cong. The civic
action squad had two killed and one wounded. ©On 14 September
Coastal Group 35, coordinating with a raider conmpany and two
Regional Force companius, conducted a search operation 18 kilometers
south of Tra Vinh. 'rhe friendly unit had one wounded and detained -
one Viet Cong auapect.. on the evening of 22 September, Coastal
Group 35 was attacked with small arms fire, A counter attack was
orgonized and support vas provided by pod 613, The Coastal Group '
had one man younded, Enemy casualtier were unknown. “

The Fourth Coastal Naval Zone conducted throo amphibious -
opurations and perticipsted in several firefighte. At 0920 on
11 September, the patrol Junko of Coastal Group L3 had & firo-
fight. with tho Viot Cong pix kilomctors north-northweét of xion':

An on the Cal Lon River. - Bk TN
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CONFIDENTIAL - NOFORN
srected under U.S5. advisor guidance. The rY 1967 Consti-uct.ion

Program wWos submittod to RVNAF JGS, J-4, in Septamber. -

A total of two Yabuta junks have now been completed wnder
the Junk Construction Program. An additionsl fifty-eight are
authorized. The planned production rate of one Yabuta Jjunk per
wook has not been attained. ‘

OFERATIONS

The Vietnamese Navy Coastal Groupe maintained a high level
of activity, particularly the Coastal Groups in the First and
Third Cozstal Naval Zones. During September, the Coastal Croupe
of the First Cocstal Naval Zono sot 108 buso dofonso‘ ambushog.
From 5 to 6 Soptember & scerch opuration, organized by tvo u.S.
Marine companies and Cocstel Group 15, took place in the Hung
Quat Bay area 50 miles southeast of DalNang. The Coastal Group
had no caisua.ltics and captured one Vist Cong end four suspects,
The U.3. Marines had no casualties, They captured two Vist Cong
and thirtoen suspocts and destroyud one mine booby trap and two

tunnols. Tho oneny had five killed.

on 8 Septomber Operation QUYET THANG 24/6 was Vorgnnimd by
the Fourth Infantry Regimunt on the east coast of Mo Duc District.
Participating forcoes included V.S, Marines, Quang Ngal soctor
forces and Coostal Group 16. The oporation endod on tho ovening
of 9 Soptember, Coastal Group 16 had no casuslties whilo chuc)dnc
180 junks and 622 peopls, soventeen of whom were dat.ai.nod as
viet Cong suspects. The friendly unit hod six wourded and cap=

tured five Viet Cong and o
twelve killed.

ght mu arms, The Viet Cong mffcrod
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PC/PCEs wero utilized for coastal patrol and gunfire support
in all four Coastal Naval Zones and were responsibls for carrying
out e¢leven NGFS missions., PGMs wore utilized for an unusuelly
varied nunber of tasks, includirg escort, MEDCAP, river and coastal
petrol, base support and NGFS missions. On 30 August, PGM 602
transported a medical toom and govermmemnt of ficials from Phan
Thiet ‘o Poulo Cecille de Mer (Hon Cu Lao), an island with a popu=
lation estimated to be ton thousand. Tn a two day stay, the
medical team examined 1,000 patients while government officials
prosided at the opening of two schools. On 1 Septcmber, PGM 602
returned to Phan Thiet, transporting & number of the more seriously
i1l islanders to the hospital there.

1SIL/18SLs provided river and coastal patrol, gunfire support,
escort and election sccurity missions in the Rung Sat Sopcial Zono,
Fourth Riverine irea and First Cocstel Navel Zone. 1SSL 22.8 mein-
tained its rcp\'ztation as ono of tho most active and aggressive of
tho Vietni nese Navy ships by firing soveral gunfire support
missions in the Rung Sat Special Zomw, providing eluction security
and bocch support for Dong lloa Villago and 1y Nhon Villnge,
blockading the Dong Trunh River, taking pert in Operation RUNG
SAT 34/66 and, in company with PGM 606, giving essistance when
HIMS 156 was mined by tho Viet Cong on 28 August.

MSCs were doployed on coastal patrol in the Fir;t and Second
Coastal Naval Zones. MLMSs, utiliging chein drag techniquue,
provided daily mincswosping patrols on the Saigon and Jong Tau
Rivors,

35 . CONFIDENTIAL = NOFCRN
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Thore wure four oporations comiucted in the Rung Sat Specinl
Zone during Scptember, Operation BATON ROUGE (RUNG SAT 37/66),
the most cggressive of the operations, coumenced on 4 September

and did not torminate until 8 October, Boats of RAG 22 ard 28

provided daily troop 1ift for U,S. forces and acted as & blocking

. forcv when required, The operction wos guccessful in destroying
numerous Viet Cong camps and ambush sites. On 14 September,
olcven boats of RAG 22 participated in RUNG SAT 37/1/66 which
provided sccurity on the long Tuu River during the pessoge of
the Federal Republic of Vest Germany Hospital Ship HELGOLAND
from Vung Tau to Saigon. No unusual incidents occurred,

Four operatione took place in the Third Riverine area,
Throo were conductod by RAG 24: DONG PHONG, AN DAN 193/66 ard
XAY DUNG; and one corducted jointly by RAG 24 ond 28, AN DAN
214/SD. Operation AN DiN 214/SD was orgenized by the ARVN 46th
Rogiment 10 kilomoters west of Can CGiuoc with 13 riﬁor craft of
RCs 24 and 28 participeting, It started on 25 Septaaber amd
termincted on 26 Suptember. The friendly unit had five killed
and 27 wourded, One Viet Cong was detained. The friendly unit
captured 1,000 rnuters O electrical wire and 50 batteries and
destroyed ‘a quantity of grenades .and a numbur of tunnola, |

In tho Fourth Riverine Area, RAGs participated in nine
operations. Operetion CAN CHI 261/SD was comducted 18 kilomotors
south of Bac Lieu by ARVN rogular, Regiomal Force, soctor forces
and seven river craft of RiGs 25 and: 29 from 14 f.o 18 September,
The VNN lost an LCVP, HQ 2037 of RAG 25, which was mined while
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MAINTENANCE ARD LOGISTICS 5
Routine maintenance aboard Fluet Command units continued to ' | i b
show improvement. Aboard PCM 603 exceptiomal progress wes made, "
especialiy the maintenance of the ship's generators, Other shipe
continued to show progroes in their willingnuss amd ability to
offect repairs without requiring technical or supply assistance. i)
During Soptember, wight casualties on six floot units wore repaired ‘
by shipts force. Enginoering practices of ship's force clso showed 2
improvement, Some fleet units were comploting petrols six weeks
in length without experioncing any major engine casualties,
Coostal Group routine maintenence showud improvement, but
continued to be barely satisfactory. Preventive maintenance was
8ll but non-cxistont, due primarily to a lack of high usage parts
and to the lack of undorstanding of the principles of proventiw
maintenance.,
Plars for the ostablishment of supply dopots at vach repair b
facility camw to a standstill due to the change of VNN CINC. The
U.S. advigors continued to makms field visits to the Coastal Naval
Zonos and Riverine Areas in order to gathor information for the
writing of procedures for the projoct. It was evident that the 't
Vietnamese supply distritution eystem would show little or no \
improvument until supply depots are uvstablished and tho Victnameso

designate on¢ or more ships for supply distribution purposes, iy

The uxcess program, dosigned to ramove obsolets parts from the
supply system and to sell scroap mterial at the shipyard, was -

placed in offect.
38 . CONFIDENTIAL - NOFCRN
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carrying troops on 17 September, amd had a total .of five wounded
during tho operation. The friemdly units. had six wounded and
lost one AD6 fighter aircraft which crashed. Vist Cong losces
were reported as 51 killed (body count) and 18 Viot Cong and 24
suspocts detained, The assigned forces captured nine individual
weapons, tiznty-omw grenades, scven mines, a quantity of amme
nition, two boxes of wostorn medicine, fifteen pair of canvas
shocs, 3ix long-shaft boat motors, five cans of kerosunu, one
Russian flag, 560 kilograms of rice, soms medical equipment and
documents., One liaison stetion, one military hospitp.l, ons fifst
aid stetion, ten houses, one junk, 2300 liters of gosoline and
three grenades were destroyed,

Throo now Rdver Assalt Groupas 31 at Vinh Long, 32 at,
Long Xuyun and 33 at My Tho, have boon commigsionod and are now
buing assigned river craft and p.rsonnel. This will bring the
total number of RiGs in the Fourth Riverimne Arca to nine when
outfitting is comploted,

LDNN (UDT) conducted two hydrographic reconnaissance missions

aend onu salvage and demolition operation in September, Hydrographie .

roconnaissanco missions wro conducted at Phan Thint on 6 Soptember .

and at Gia /in, near Bong Son, 9=13 Soptember. Support for the

letter mission was provided by ARVN 4Oth /amored Artillory legimont,
From 21 to 28 Septembur, six LDNN salvaged a variety of equipment .
from the ILCVP, HQ 2037, of River Assault Group 25, which was sunk

by a mine on 17 September, and then destroyed the hull, utilising
forty pounds of Cel4 explosive, _ ‘
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During September logistic ships were not cfficiantly utiliged,

'—-—...-—.._..__.
LS
PERTTre.

Total cargo lifted was 4,986 tons, a docline of 1,721 tons from
August, Total psrsonnel lifted was 5,703, a decline of 4,002,
Thers ware two main reasons for this decline: Thore'wes a lack of
pier and boach loading facilitics, Of the four fecilities available,
Beach Golf was blocked by a dredging opsration for tho last two
wecks of September and Tu Do Pior was occupled by the West Gurman
Hoopital Ship WEIGOLAND aince 1) Juptembor, In addition, dolayas
on the part of the Viotnamese Joint Gonoral Staff, J-4, in ossign;
mont of cargo resulted in the stagnation of LST movement. However,
overall ebility of logistic ships to move mon and supplies remainod )
the seme as last month,

On 22 September LCVs 533, 536 amd 538 wure detached to the
Fourth River Zone to aid in the evacuation of flood victims, t

VIETN\MESE M/RINE CORPS

Task Forcoe .\lpha, cumprised of a Hcadquarters, the Third and
Fourth Vietnamese Marine Battalions and "C" Battery, VN Marine
Artillery Battalion, continued operations in the I Corps Tactical
Zone, particimting in Opurations LAM SON 310, 314 and 316 and
performing road and rice harvest socurity assignments, In Opera- '
tion LAK SON 310 from 2 to 4 Septamber, the Task Forcoe landed in
the objoctive arca immediately south of Pho Trach utilizing U.S.
Marine helicopters. Twelve Viet Cong/North Vistnamese Ay were

killed whilo tho Task Force incurred two killed and 13 wounded,
Four individual and two crcw sorved weapons were c‘apturod.'
The Task Forco remained in the vicinity of Pho Trach untdl :
39 " CONPIDENTLAL - NOPORN
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18 September, conducting saturation patrols and road and rice
harvest security. During this pericd aix Marines wore killed

and four woro wounded duo to eneny action, while VC/NVA casunltioé
wure unknown, From 18 September to 25 Soptombor, Task Force Alpha
participatod in Operation IAM SON 314 in the vicinity of Cam Lo
and the Damilitarized Zono, Two VC/NVA wore killed, omo was
captured and orw machine gun, three automatic rifles and one
rifle worv soized, One Marine was wounded,

On 27 September the Tesk Force was assigned as reserve for
Operation LAM SON 316, and remained in tho vicinity of Dong Ha.

On 30 September the Tns.k Force Hoadquarters was mortared, resulting
in four Marinos killed and 23 wounded. Two U.S. Marine advisors
wore also wourded. On 30 Septembor the Task Force, luss “C%
Battery and the Task Force Commarnder, was rcplz}cud by Task Farce
Bravo ard returned to Seigon.

Task Force B.ravo, comprised of a Readquarters, tho First and
Fifth VN Marine Battalions and elcments of "B" Battery, VN Marine
Artillery Bottalion, comducted search and destroy operations in
the Capital Military District on 6 and 8 Septunber. One Viet
Cong was capturod ard fifteen aua-poct.a wore dotainod. On 9
Suptember the Second Battalion replaced the Fifth Battalion; amk
8 search and destroy oporation was coxdnctod in the CMD. No enemy
contact wes mde; however, two Marines wore m_uniod by {riondly
fire, From 10 September to 12 Soptamber the Task Forco provided
socurity for the natioml elections at strategic locations in a.nd
around Ssigon, Task Force Bravo was then dissolved until 30 .
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Suptember when it was airlifted to I CTZ to réplaco Task Force
Alpha,

The First Bettalion also particimted in sevural oporations
under the control of Capital Military District. On 3 Soptecmber
and 4 Septembor the Battalion participated in an operction with
ARVN units east of Saigon resulting in throe Viot Cong killed;
whilo four Marines were killed and six were wounded, On 9
September threo Marines werv killed and two ere wouhds wh ea

their joep struck a mino 1200 maters from tho Battalion base

canp at Thu Duc, ‘
The Fifth Bettaldion, when not attached to Task Force B'mvo,

operated in the Capital Military District. On 7 Soptember the

bettalion cormand post and defunsive positions ~t Ba Hom wure

attacked by a Vist Cong force using mortars amd automatic weapons, '

In a brief engrgement one Marine was killed and four were wounded,
The battladon ealso provided sccurity during the National Elections,
During the period of 20 Septembor to 27 September, the Fifth Batta-
lion workod with tho National Police apprehending dvsvrtors ani'
draft dodgers in the Saigon-Cholon area, |

The Sixth Vietmmoso Marine Battalion wns formod on 1
Soptembor and for the remaindor of tho month continucd to build
its personnel strength erd oquip amd train at its base camp in
Thu Duc, The units also worked to improve the habitability and
socurity of the base camp, Oporstions were limitud to patrols
and ambushes inciduntal to the defense of the camp;

On 21 Septembor ten Dong Nel plastic Bosault boats sdth one
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officer ad fiftcen enlisted mon of the Motor Transport Company

-

wore sunt to the Rung Sat Special Zone to assist in assault opera-
tions during Opeuration B/.TON ROUGE. On 22 September twenty Dong
Nai boats with one officur' and 22 cnlistud men werc airlifted to
Vinh long in the IV CTZ for flood relief work,

The Morale of the Vietnamese Marine Corps continued to remain
high throughout the month. Officers and junior cnlisted men
continued to mect the challenge of prolonged conmitnent and sacri-
fice in a fully professiocnal and capable manner. Iwadcrship within

tho Vivtnamese Marine Corps was excellent, !

! Senior Marine Advisor Monthly Historical Sumeary, September 1966
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APPENDIX I
M/\RKET TIME Stctistical Summary, September 1966

1. hLverage no. U,S. ships/craft on potrol during the monthi

DER M50 MSC
120 60 488 11,8 30 18 14
16,2 38.2 1 1 1

WPB PCF IST MCS ADG
TOTAL 150
AVERIGE 5 IN 2

2, Avoercge no. VNN ships/junls on patrol during the month:

SE/\ FORCE RIVER FORCE COASTAL FNCT

3,355 b, 5%

111.8 145.2

TOTAL 216

+VERIGE 7.2
3. U.S. Activity: .
¥VOOD = DAY 44,934 NIGHT 35.7.%

TOTAL DETECTED J
- 82,338
STEEL « DIY 899 NIGHT 800
TOTAL INSPECTED WOOD = DAY 13,758 NIGHT I1.gz6 s
» 140
STEEL = DAY 582 NIGHT ___ 523 \ i
TOTAL DO/.RDED ¥OOD « DAY 12,513 NIGHT _§5,095 . P
. 17,7 i
STEEL =~ DAY ___B_Q NIGHT ____g_)_ i

U.S. Detainoed 26 junks and 603 personc,
Le VNN Activity:

Soarched 22,402 junks ond 89,182 persons.

Detained 39 junks and 609 persons.
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APPENDIX 11 :
G/)E W.RDEN Statistical Summary, Septembor 1966 e E

1o PER Stetisticss k

a. Total Patrols (two boats):
Doy 378  Might 78

b, Total Contacts:
Day 33,445  Night 19,781

¢, Total Inspected:
Day 7,004 Night 23,439

d, Total Boarded:
Day 9,063 Night 1,839 »

e, Poople Detaineds €22
f. Total Patrol Hourss 26,802
Total Possible Patrols: ]
Average Daily Patrol Hours %or Boots 9.6
2., Holo Fire Tecm Stoatistics:
a. Total Flight Hourst 272,46
b, Holo Nissions Supporteds
i Pre-plannod strikes § gt
2) Reaction 24
(3) Targets of opport.uniby gg
ib; Support 45
MZDEVAC 1
3. GAME VARDEN Totals:
a. PBR/MSB Fire Pights: 48

b, Sompans ¢
Dostroyed 5 Damaged | Captured §

¢s Enemy Casualtios:
. KINGL XYa(poss.) ] WIA ] Captured 2

{ d, Friendly Casualtics:
' KIA 2 WIA 10 :

e. PER MEDEVAC 2 4 P‘:‘
UNCEASSIFIED.
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APPENDIX ITI
U. S. NAVAL SUPPORT ACTIVITY, DiMNALNG

Report of activities covering the poriod 21 June through 20
Septembor 1966

The Naval Support /Activity, DaNang, greatly exparded its
operations during this reporting puricd. A buildup in monpower
was ovidant in DaMang and Chu lai, slong with incroased oporatione
in Dong Ha.

DaNeng porsonnul strength grow from 4,838 officers ard men
on 20 June 1966 to 7,665 officers ard men on 20 September 1966,
ADMINTSTRATION

The "Stone Elephant," a commissioned ofticer's mess (open)
began operations on Vednesday, 3 August 1966, The club wes
officinlly dodicatod by Rear Admiral Thoman R, VESCHIER, USH,
Comnander, U.S. Naval Support Activity, DaNang on 14 August 1966,
This is the first U.S. Navy commissioned officer's msss in the I
Corps Tactical Zone,

On 1 September, U.S. Post Office Branch Numbor 17078 was
of ficially established at Camp Tien Sha, DalNong to accommodate
U.S. Navy personnel serving in the I Corps Tactical Zone as well
os visiting ships at the port of DaNang. The officisl dusignetor
of the Post Office was changed fram iPO San Francisco, 96337 to
FPO San Francisco, 96695.

The Bridge Cargo Complex was officially opened 1 July. When
it is fully completed the c:;.rgo handling facilities will consist

of two 1ST romps with a 300-foot finger pier, three 1CU ramps and

st




a 1600-foot quay wall, There will also be about 30 acres of

staging area irmediately adjacent tu the cargo handling aitel.

Increcsed NAVSUPPACT shore reefer capacity made possible the
relvase of tho floating reefer storage ship SS YAQUE from DaNang
in mid-July., During the latter half of July and continuing through
this summary puriod, NW.VSUPPACT DANANG support, utilizing organie
amphibious craft assets, wos extended to t.hu’ northern limits of -

I Corps with the assumption of the resupply responsibility for
Dong Ha. '

For tho first time an cntiro°chip'u corgo was assigned to the
Korean Expross Stevedoring Company for offlocding on 19 fugust,. ‘
The stevedoring contract requires a 70,000 measuramunteton offload
minimum p;:r month, . .

Capability of the Port of DaNang vO. moet cargo workload surges
was omply domonstrated by the rapid reduction of cergo backlog.ot
68,000 muasurement tons (with fi{ro ships in hold) on 1 August to
10,400 muasurcment tons on 26 August. The throughput rate was in
excess of 8500 moasuroxncnt tona par da; for a two-woek pa-iod.

Two nuw 1ST romps with a 300-foot ﬁngm' pior in DaNang Bast™
bocame fully operational during Atngunt." This cargo handling site
is particularly suitabls for backloadihg 1ST's with material from
the DaNang East doéot storage area as well 'nu mt.erhl: for the
dopot itself, '

Military throughput tonnage for the Port of DaNa.ns totaled &
record high of 236.330 lmurcmcnt tons for the month of lugust,
This amounted to an average daily throughput of 762 measuremont
tons, Short ton throughput for DaNang also retched & record high
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of 154,160 far hugust.

A& four-inch bottomelay POL line 1mt.a}1ation was canpletod at
Hue ‘on 31 August 1966,

Commncing 1 Soptembur, the Naval Support Facility, Chu lai,
assumed supply support for the Republic of Korca Marines situated
in the (;hu 1ai area, Support provided consists of Class I, total
loss salt and rice; Classes II ard IV, all Navy items; .Clnal 111,
totnl,

PUBLIC V.CRKS

a. Transportations i

The Transportation Division trucks hauled 298,434 moasurc-
ment tons or approximately 70% of tho cargo offlocded or .bnckloadod.
During this pux;iod, on board oquipmnt rosv to 1699 pivevs of all
typus. This equipmont includes 74 cargo heuling trucks, 130 pickups,
102 jeops and 287 piecos of medium hauling oquipments A total of
87,749 man-hours were cxpended by the Transportation Division in '
the .repair and upkeep of this equipment,

b. Maintenance: "

A total of 192;,5&1. man-hours were expended on the upkoep
and rehabilitation of NAVSUPPACT DANANG facilities. Fourpreventive
maintenance crews were vstablished, Thess cruws _hcv.e the task of
inspucting fecilitiss and mking minor repalrs, reducing the mumbor
of trouble -calls recoivod.. In addition to minor repair work, the
Maintenance Division hes accamplished seversl hggor ro'habiliution .
and minor construction jobs. Included in those have beo;xi work on
the Canp Tien Sha EX Club, Camp Tien Sha Photo Lab and socurity
foncing and lighting et Muscum Pler. Othor works presently in

I11-3 ' '
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progress are thu complcte rewiring of the White Elephant electrical
system and renovation of the supply office bullding at covered E
storage. - J k
, e
¢, Utility Divisien: |
During this poriod the powur gunerator equipment on board o5

numbered 203 temporary expeditionary generators and two 700KW MUSE

generators, In addition, over 360,000 cubic feet of refrigerated

storage, numerous home-type refrigerators, air conditioners and

water coolers were operated and mintained, Of significent impor- l

tance was the oponing of a block ice plant capabls of produc.’mg ,

.15 tons of ice por day.
d. Real Estate and Contracts Division:

At the beginning of the reporting periocd, 84 lsases for
billets, 'officos and warvhouse space were being cdministered. Two | J
new leases were negotiated, bringing tho totzl to 86 lecses. Much ' f
of the lamd scquired for NAVSUPPACT DANANG use was occupied by {
fomilies and graves, ipproximately 69 families and 1340 groves
had to be relocated befors the land could be utilizod. During 1

"F =

I e
= i

thin purdod, 35 conatruction eontracts wire awardod nn& 33 wore : -

comploted, Thirty-nine contracts were being administered when
the reporting puriod closed, :

o, 'Pl:mnmg:
During fugust o team from the Pacific Division, Naval

B

Facilities Engineering Command, made an on-the-site survey to L
detormine the scope of the "Expanded Public Works Concept."

1 Lroas covered by the survey includeds i ' ;
1. Coamon-use facilitios ' 2




2, Structures not under ccnvos
3. Adrfivlds (including those surfaced with PSP) f
During Septuuber the Depariment sesumed some of the respon- . g
sibilitivs urder the nuw concept by toking over respensiblilities
for the mintenance and minor construction at fixed air facilities ¢ 4L
throughout the I Corps area.
To aid in handling the workload under the expanded Public
Works concept, the Philco Corporetion is under contract to provide
skilled third-country netionals to suppleaunt the work force,
The work being produced by thuse forces hes buen very satisfoectory
to date. Porsonnel strength under the contract rosa to L45 by the

erd of the reporting period.

STATION HOGPIT.L

As cf 31 August) 3,82, patients have been.adrdtted since the |
hospital opened in January, and 45,665 outpntients have been
treated, Hospital beds now number 4O4.

The Prevontive Mudicine Unit Plant, consisting of a Butler _x
Building and four quonsst huts, was completed amd is now occupled,
The Exchanga facilities, consisting of ome Butler Building end Y
one quonget hut, wore complsted amd ere in operation, Tho .aout.h
leaching fievld is comploted and in operation., Three of the five
quonset hsads are completed; the remeining two require installe-
tion of plumbing fixtures.

Work wos comploted on one BEQ and ome BOQ, Two quonsct huts
for additional enlisted mon's quartors are approximately 25§

complete,

i new chapel, under construction, is approximately 25%X
complete. Upon completion of the new chapel, tho old chapel ' '

T!’u 5 N I




building will be utilised as enlisted men's quarters. A fourth
woll was drilled and shafted. Also, a sccond cupply Butlar building
was completed ard a hag room for potients! personcl ef{ucts wma
completed. An X-ray quonset hut was aﬁcpanded to house an auto=
matic X-ray developing unit, All original boord walk-weys have i
been replacod with cement and original covers have been replaced t..h
by rotal ones. Sidewalks have becen completed throughout the

quarters arva. Contracts have not yet been let to complete the

romaindor of tho sidewalks and covers. Approximtely 50% ofA

planned hospital roads were under construction. Tho helo lamiing

area is the only esphalt road completed. Sixty-four air-conditionors

with ducts have been installed, Thirty-six eir conditioners atill

roquire installction. The intensive care unit (quonsct hut‘) was

completed, ‘ '

Other ocutstamling projects rcquired to complete the hospitel }
include: dinstallation of & drainage system; construction of three
quonset huts (optical storage amd Dermetology, EXMG and Opthalmology,
ard Mochanics storege hut)j construction of nuracs' quartorn; \
expansion cf CSR and canstruction of & helo landing pad.

Naval Support Activity Modical Department elso me intoined |
dispensarics at tho White Elephant, Camp Tien Sha, Package POL : ' 5,
site, Dong Ha and at the .Naval Support Facilitius at Chu Iai end .
Phu Bai. ‘ ‘ :

Construction work on the dental facility was ;.omplotod varly : : i ;&
in September. The first pcticnt was accopted for routine trea't;-'
nent on 19 Soptember., To provide more .npaco, the dental isoue

room was transferred to the now facility from the Dental Annex, A

L : ‘ 3 .
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Station Hospital. A1l NAVSUPPACT D/NANG dental records are
retained at this facility. The only dental officer at this annex ’
is the dental officer ordered to APL-30. However, since this - k
facility has five dental operatorics, two of thu oéoratories are E
boing used by dental officers from III MAF (1st Dental Company). -
The fourth and fifth operatory are being used .i'or dental prophylaxds,

The dental facility at the Naval Support Activity, Chu Lai -
will be, essontially, a G-13 Advanced Bese Functional Canpor;bnt.
Construction has not begun, although some material has arrived in
the ucca,

, 3
The Dental Department engagus in the civic action program in N\

"\ 1
threo areas:
a. On Mondays and Thursdays, a dental officer ard a
duntal technician hold dental sick call at Stella Maris Convent '
in DaNang East.
b, On Wodnesdays, the oral surgeon troats and consults
on surgicel ceses at the DaNeng (USAID) Hospital. , ; N , .‘:“
cs Each week, from Sunday thmuéh Saturday, a dental : .
technician is assigned to work \d.th‘ the Advisory Teas at Hoa Vang.
Certain complicatud cases are treated et the Dental Annex,‘ Station
Hospital, 1In eddition, the cral surgeon treats facial injurivs of
Victncmese nationals who are hospitalized at the Stetion Hoepitai.
‘The complete dental facilities of NAVSUPPACT DANANG handled
8,299 procedurce during this reporting pnriod, compared to 7,309
procedures during the last reporting pericd. Thuu’ pmeuduru' .

were performed on 3,792 patients, a substantial increase over
last reporting period's 1,802 patients. B!

B
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COMMUNICATIONS [ ”

During the reporting poriod traffic volume continued its
upvard apiral, The month of June showud an increase of 24% over

May; July was up 16% over June and August incrersed 8% over July,

]
The quarterly total showed more than a 30% net increase in measege ' |
volunme over the previous period, (“h
/ntenna towers and grounding system at the Headqunyters
building were comploted in July, ard a general rchabilitation of
the Camunications Center and ancillary working spaces continued
throughout the pericd,
landlines were restored to the INCS site (DalNeng Control)
with UNF linkage retained for backup. Now subscribers wero added
to thu functional nets, and goncral rchabilitation of equipment
incroased tho efficivncy of theou elrcuits. Significant now cire {
cuits activated during the poriod included the installation and
activation of facsimilo equipment that gave tho commend access to
ither broadcasts. The NAVSUPPACT AUTODIN terminal was activated ‘
in the unclassified mode which, when cleared for use by higher :
authority, will give the ccmmand ADP (Automatic Date Processing) | [

-

capability,

Beceuse of increased requirements for coastal resupply
throughout the I CTZ, communication and electronic ropair porsonnel
" wore utilized to sorvice the longer coastal transits, Requir'unéntl
incrensed for electronics, teletypo and cryptographic repair actie
vity. The scope of these requirements included not only the: A
installod facility of the command and supported units, btut also
ships, smaller craft anl other aervic;e components throughout thq

I Corps area.
111-8
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Project Sea inchor construction was begun by the contractor

RMK., By tho end of the reporting period, construction at the

comunications center (DaNang East) was 7% complote, and the

roceiver site on Monkey Mountain was 5% complete., The eloétronic,
sub-contractor (Collins Radio Corp.) completud site surveys and l6a

T

path otudies for the DaNang microwave complex, Plans were compluted
and oquipnmunt requestud to provide a communicationn facility at
Dong Ha similar to those at Chu lai and Hue,
OPER.ATIONS .

The following Oporations Dopartmont activitice are considorod
noteworthy:

a. Coastal Operations: ' i

On 18 July an initial survey of the Cau Viet River was made \ 1

with one YFU and one L(M-8 to determine the foasibility of conducting i
river resupply operations to Dong Ha airfield on the northermnmost

river in the I Corps Tactical Zoma. On 23 July, regular LCU/YFU \\
resupply operations commenced to Dong Ha airfield. On 24 hugust . } Y
the LCM-8 860 commenced ferry oporations for liberty Road Ferry, 3t ’\| f

comploting this vital land communication link between DaNang and =
An Hoa industrial complex. '
b, Alr Operations:

Tho NAVSUPPACT DANANG oircraft, C-47, BuNo 17282 accome
plished the following during this roporting periodi 2y,

Total hours flown : 269
' Total No, [nssengors transported won '
Total Cargo in pounds 40,000

The mission of NAVSUPPACT DANANG air operations is to f]y t.ho

scheduled MARKET TIME flights each Tundaw and Thursday u\d t.o ny

othor non-scheduled passongur and cargo flights as directed, There ;
I11-9 '
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has bean no chango of functions wlth'in this reporting period,
¢. Harbor Socurity:

On 22 July Harbor Security provided one ICPL Mark IV
equipped with radar for patrol duty at lluu. On 2 September }.inrbor
Security cormonced mineswueping by dreg chain four times daily
between channel entrance and museun rahp. Harbor Security is
continuing to provido protoction to shipping in DoNang Harbor
with four MK V, five MK IV pickoet boats amd four Boston whaln
skimmers,

d. Lighterage:

(1) LcU/YFUs In addition to normal operations in Da.Nang
end coastal resupply missions to Hue and Chu lai, LCU/YFU successe'’
fully navigatud the Cou Vict River and initiatod the rosupply of
USMC units in Dong Ha, Succussiul POL resupply operctions wero
conducted ir vhich LCU/YFUs, equipped with fuel oil bladders aml
wooden cribs, shuttled fuel from AOGs to both Hue amd Dong Ha.P

(2) LCM-8: The basic funstion and mission of the Lou-8
section of Lightorage Division, the hamnné'ot cargo in DaNang,
remained nearly the same during this period. However, LCM-8 860
was assigned to ossist in & river survey in Operation SWANEE with
the Marincs at Thu Bon River south of DaNang, Latar, LOM8 860
was assigned to the Liberty Road Perry site in the sams river to
assist in transporting troops and vehicles across the river. An
effoective proventive na.inunango and repair program has resulted
in a down-rate of only 6.4%. g o

(3) LcM-6s The p!_'lmryl mission and function of th; LeH-6
‘aoction, porforming miscollaneous tasks Io.r'u- command, changod
| ATy g SRR e
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‘ments grew, thoe number of LARCs at Dong Ha was incroased to six.

very little during the poried. Some of _'thcsu tosks ores osorving Foude
as YFNB riggers! boat; carrying DOD personnel on o circuit of the
hardber in search of mines; providing boat service for the APls;

providing for the Lighterege Officer afloat; serving as o floating

platfom for bridgoe construction pergonnel and their tools amd

transporting personnel. LC.M-6 section also operated an 1CPL,
received during this period, for the use of the Lighterage Officer.
In the mcond week of September LM-6 boats were transferred to
Port Services Divisicn for conversion to fire boats, .7
The number of ICM=-68 on board was increased to 22 with the
arrival of two I1CM=63 fram SRF Subic in July: During the sucond
week of Soptamber the first boat to be overhauled by the Engineering ‘_\ ‘
and Repair Department of NAVSUPPACT DAMNANG wos returned to the LCM-6 '\

\

section in excellent shape. . A socond LCM=6 is prusently in overhaul \

with the Engineering and Repair Depertmunt, '
ﬁ (L) LARC:s The LARC section of the Lighterage Division ‘ ‘_?

increased its scope of operations during the period to include |

other aroas in the I Corps Tactical Zone. During the first week

of July, two LMICs wure sont to Dong lla to offload YFUs and transe

port cargo to the airstrip., later in July as operational commnite

e, Port Services:

Utility craft assots w;n increascd by the addition of two
50-foot personnel boats and one 36-!90?. ICPL which is presently
erployed as a shuttls boat between III MAF Headquerters and
W.VSUPPACT Dfdum'hondqmrura landings, The three APls and the
LIDL were relocated to Service Craft Repair Facility Basin at

Tion Sha Cove to provide a more sucure anchorage during the

Contili 4 7wy S/ ; AR/ |




oencoming monsocn season,

Emphasis has been placed on increasing tho mavigational aids

_E"‘“T

in the DaNang River end Harbar., A total of 23 temporary buoys has bt

been placed in the DaNang River, and at Tian Sha Cove, Observatory

-
%
T

Island Piers and Red Beach., At Hue threoe buoys were placed and v
three redar rofloctor towers were erccted, Tidal data for the Cau
Viet Rivor wns token for a two-woek period at the Dong Ha Bridge
by Port Services pursonnel., The data was evaluated and graphically
plotted. It i3 used to determino periods of high end low water in
the Cau Viet River, This information has been compiled and forwarded
to the Hydrographer, U.S. Navy.
The mission has been expanded significantly with the increase
of extensive hydrographic services to the many craft located et
DaNang and the opening-of one deep~draft pler at Observatory . /|
Island, Two petty officers have been assigned as piermasters, S

Howover, no piormastor billet or allowanco exists within the Port

Sorvicus Scction organization,

Inereasod fleet unit arrivals have stoupped up the activity |
of the Boarding Officer, and the Iogﬁ:sf,ical Requests have become _ t
more demanding., The opening of the. Floet Post Office at Camp L
Tion Sha, and tho willingnuss of the Postal Officer to doliver
ships' mail anyvhers the Port Services Officer roquests should ! \
dmprove mail service,

f. Service Craft:

lasots have been incroased during this reporting period

by the following: ; i 3

YTL~-427 (arrived for activetion in aubic) '
YW-128 (arrived from Sasebo for temporary duty in Mang)
YFR-868 éarrivod from activation in Guam)

YTL-428 (arrived from overhaul in Yokosukn) L
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As or‘ <0 September the division inclurll*d five officors ani
235 enlisted men, A ten-section pontoon causcwny was installed
at Red Beach II and was manned and operated by Service Craft ;
personnel, In addition, Service Craft personnel assisted tho 7th
Engincering Battalion in the construction of a new pontoon bridge
and also assisted in accomplishing major repairs to the existing
DaNeng River Bridge.

Rate of flow fram tho Monkey Mountain water site averaged
3,000 gallons por hour, The addition of a sucond YW improved the :
wator situation in DaNang.

REPAIR

During this reporting period ths Repair Department completed
its first overhauls of an ICM-6 and of a YC barge and is in the
process of overhauling a pusher boat and a second YC barge. Eight -
Coast Guard WPB craft were docked for their annual bottom-cleaning
and preservetion, This rupresents a8 major contribution toward
the Repair Department's mission to support MLRKET TIME operations,

YR-70 purformed 41 cumplete engine ovurhauls in addition to
a hcavy ship-to-shop workload and nwnefous‘repnira to craft along=
side., On 3 Soptember AFDL-23 and YFNB-28 wore ﬁoved from the open |
roadsteaci into Tien Sha Cove, which had been dredged to accomodate
the AFDL, Tais should permit full opcration of the drydock except
in the most extreme weather conditions. Work is currently in
progress on tho sheet pile sua wall at the Repair Facili:ty site,
Whon this is complstod, YR-70 will also be moved into the new boat
basin and moored to the see wall, G PE

On 20 September the Repair Dopartment's pursonnel strength .

numbered 366 officers and enlisted men. Ty :
< 11713




CIVIC ACTION

NAVSUPPACT DANANG Civie Action expamied its scope of operations,

Civic Action Tesms have gone to work in both DeNang City Hosbitol'a.
The work involved ranges from simple "pick-up" to full scale

rebuilding and renovation. The man-hours involved already are
counted in the hundreds, The progress is sometimes slow but the
results aro clearly visible,

Village Action Tuams (VATa) have beon fomcd: The teams
consist of three men each and tho material and tools nucessary
for basic construction. Two teams have spent a-month each in
Truyen-Tin Village building homes, repairing wells, fonces aml

ditches as well ps glving basic first aid to all who need it,

The peoples hava received the teams very well,

NAVSUPPACT DAN.ANG has provided twd dump trucks for the city i
of DaNang to uso for garbage colloction. Seventy-five empty
55-gallon drums were painted and then given to the city to bw used

. 68 trash barrels; Musoum Park facilities have been clsaned and

painted, .

A rufugeo training program at the DaNang Pslytechnical School,
opersting with NAVSUPPACT DANANG support, has graduated 173 rofugee
studonts, The classes are teught by NAVSUPPACT personnecl, and, in R ;-I b
mny cases, NAVSUPPACT provided the materials, Classos are held in
driving, auto mechanics, sewing, typing, carpentry and metal work, : ‘7‘

NLVSUPPACT DANANG Civie Actdon has utilised or distrituted .
1,066 bags of cement, approximately 190,500 board to'o.t of dunnage,
35,260 pounds of food and 15,240 bars of scap, Civie Action is
responsiblo for a total of thrce schools with eight clourdcu"
and seven dwellings, MEDCAP has treated 33,099 patients,




