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Historical Review, Naval Advisory Group Activities, Deceirber 1965 

1. (C) General. UNAIV 

December was marked by a decrease in the number of units searched at sea. 

With the exception of An Thoi on Phu Quoc Island, there were fewer Viet Cong 

actions against USN and MM installations,    Interdiction of small boat 

coastal traffic increased.    In most cases the intercepted boat evaded to the 

beach when pursued, and foucht from concealed positions ashore.    Task Force 

116, GAME WARDEN, was established on 18 December. »Its   mission ia to assist 

the Government of Vietnam in denying the   enemy use of the major rivers of 

the Delta and Rung Sat Special Zone, 

2. (C) Surface Surveillance.    Data received from Vietnamese Naval Headquarterd 

reported 13,900 Junks searched, and >5,000 people investigated during ;■ 

December.   Although these figures compare unfavorably to Novenber's (20,100 / 

Junks searched and 61^,000 people investigated) they probably present a moro 

accurate picture of the coastal surveillance effort,                                                      ^ 

Until December, Vietnamese reports permitted liberal tntorpretationa of 

such terms as "on patrol" and "investigation".   For exanple, some Vietnames« 

coimianding officers would consider Junks "investigated" after   maki^ & 

cursory sweep of a concentration to observe that all the Junks appeared to 

be fishing,    A meeting between CHNAVAWGRP and CN0 Vietnamese Navy in 

Iloveriber resolved existing differences in the definitions.   Tho subsequent 

doorcase in the December reports can be partially attributed to the more 

literal moaning now given these terms.    However, two other facters must be 

considered in accounting for December's decrease.    First, tho Northeast 
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Konaoon curtftilcd junk activity to approximatoly 65 porcont of the Novenibcr 

level.   AB there ware fewer detoctlcns, there were ferwer opportunitloo to 

boafd and ser.rch«   Whether each search opportunity was prosecuted is tha 

second factor.    It is cuspected that the Sea Force officers, suffering frc« 

a lingering nalaise for being passed over for promotion in November, did 

not make use of each available opportunity.    It is impossible to estimate 

the extent,  if any, this discontent contributed to December's lessened effort« 

3.    (C) Air SurvcllJanco.    P-^'s operating from USS PINE ISLAND at Cera Ranh 

Bay provided continuous coverage of the RED (southern) route from 1 to 12 

December,    P^'s operating from Sangley Pointy and P^'s etationod at Ton 

Son Nhut flew the BLUE (northern) route on an every other day basis during 

this period«    On 12 December the P-5's departed Cam Ranh for Subic Boy, 

vhcro thoy v,'cre scheduled for upkeep and repair.   The P-S's then began to fly 

tho BLUE route, and the P-2'3 commenced a six day series of junk count flights. 

Data obtained from the junk counts substantiated the supposition that few 

junks were putting to sea while the effects of the Northeast Monsoon wore 

felt along the northern coast.   Upon completion of the junk count flight« 

on 17 December, the P^'s began regular surveillance flights on tho BED route» 

4»    (C) Inciclcnta. During Dec amber J 

a«   Suspoct. Junk.   The U.S. Navy Liaison Officer at Hong Kong reported 

early in December that an 60-ton fishing junk, LI HDD 2, departed tho Chinodo 

mainland bound for South Vietnam,    Its cargo reportedly contained bogus U.S. 

currency and bonds.    Information received later indicated that the Junk 

mi^ht attempt to visit Con Son Island between 10 and 12 December.   MARKET 

THE units wore alerted and opecial P-2 flights were scheduled,   USS IMPLICIT 
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vc3 assigned barrier patrol northeast of Con Son Island, VNW PCE-09 patrollod 

in the vicinity of the island, and VNN LS1L 32Ö patrolled the RVN coast and 

river mouths.    VKN custcss officials, accompanied by a USAID adriwr fie» to 

Con Son on 12 December and   conducted a thorough search of the pr>rt3, but 

found no trace of tho suspiciouo Junk« 

b,    V.C. Sympathizer Reports No Knovrled,qe of Sea Infiltration,    On 30 

December, units from Coastal Group 32 apprehended three V.C. and one V.C. 

sympathizer.    Interrogation revealed that they had a good knowledge of the 

V.C. organization in the area of Phuoc Hai,    Of particular interest was tho 

fact that they professed no knowledge of sea infiltration.    One captive stated 

that a large sampan containing weapons for his squad did come from a norther3y 

direction.    He did not know the port of origin, but felt it was in-country 

redistribution as the vessel was not a sea going type. 

c,   Kininr.s«   Minings activity in tho rivers increased early in the month» 

An unsuccessful V.C. attempt to mine the Danish merchant ship KINA as it 

transited the Long Tau River on 2 December re-emphasized the need to conduct" 

effective and frequent sweeps of the main river channel.    At present, the 

Vietnamese H«vy has the entire responsibility to conduct effective mine countor- 

measures,    A team composed of two MIMS's escorted by interceptor vedettes 

proceed up-river from Can Gio each day at 0800.   Another team departs Nha Bo 

at approximately the same time to sweep down river.   Each team sweeps one side 

of the channel.   The ledd MIMS normally streams a serrated grapnel,  (a French 

designed grapnel drag) and the second MLMS streams a heavy chain drag with bar 

cutters.    Fragments of electrical wiro  similar to the typo used on captured 

mines have occasionally been retrieved. 
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J VJith an upsurge in attempted ninings, immediate steps were taken to j 

(\pr0v0 nine countcrmeasures.    On 11 December the WIN began a daily mid- 

nanncl owcop vrith "0" typo gear.    IJAVAD/GRP redoubled its efforts to hasten 

| valuation reports of nnti-svdirmer nets being tested in the U.S.    Additionally, 

uquiries were initiated to dütemine the feasibility of using hand held sonara 

o detect swijincrs approaching a chip, and of using existing sonars to detect 

I loating mines, 

i,    (C^nploy^nt of MARKET TIMIil Units. 

a. Six PCKo arrived in-country m 24 Düccnlxjr,    They woro assigned to 

|                       in Thoi, and brought the total force of PCF Divisicn 101 to eight boats.   The 

icw Sl'/XFTs underwent a two week training prograra in the Gulf of Thailand beforo 

iortr.cncing a regular patrol schedule, 

b, VNH Headquarters directed four junks from Coastal Group 12, four 

from Coastal Group 16, and two fron Coastal Group 1A> to patrol the inland 

waters (rivers and lagoons) in the Thau Tien, Quang Nam and Quang Ngai 

sectors.*  .These junks, will therefore not* bo available for patrols in the 

ßo&st'kl waters.   Overall effect on coastal surveillancef Is 'Considered negliglbl« 

bcoauoo the change is effective only, during the period of the Kortheaist'Monsoon. 

Throe Regional rorce-'boat companies are scheduled to aooume.this"mission in April* 

c. On 4 December tho four LCPLs based at Nha Be began regularly scheduled 

night patrols on the Soi Rap river. Until this date, the nightly patrols were 

conducted on a random basis, as not all the LCPLs were in operational status, 

d. On 21 December, SECDEF directed that one of four RJMs planned for 

deliver/ to South Vietnam in January 1966 bo diverted to Thailand.    Tho ship 

is to bo manned by Thais, and eventually used in HARKET TIMS operations, 

diversion of the ship at this time was an indication of U.S. concern for Thailo»(U 
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«.   The VJPBs in Coastal Area 1 were recallod twice duo to the rougji eoe» 

cauacd by the Northeast Monsoon.   From UOO en 17 December until 1330 an 20 

December, all ahips except the WPB in Area 1B1 and the DER in Area 1A returned 

to Dsnang to wait for seas to abate.    The same recall was issued on 30 

December arid remainod iii effect until 1300 the follovdng day.   Although 

effective coverage of the patrol area decreaood when those unite returned 

to port, movement of any othor craft in the area was correspondingly deoreaaad 

by the rough seas, 

6«    (C) SAR Operations in DcccnbGr>. 

a.    RTALA.    At aoproximr.tely 0520 on 19 December, the Panamanian 

morchant ohip EIPALA went aground two miles south of Cape Varella.    At 

0700 USS SACRAMENTO discovered a ewampod lif oboat with «oven Burvivora and 

one dead man on board.   Among the survivors was the First Mate, who reported 

tliat all twenty-nine men of the crew had cleared the ship with life jacket0, 

but wore swept to sea by the strong current.   SACRAMENTO assunsd dutieo as ^ 

On-Sccno Commander end commenced seirchihg for possible survivors.   At 1030 

\JS3 HUUDERSOM, U33 FIKEvDRAKE, U3S OALLWJT, and US3 MAUW wore directed to      • 

close SACRAMENTO and assist in the search,    P-3 aircraft and two holoa wore 

already on the scene.    Ify 1600 on 20 December, twelve bodies.had been 

recovered.    SACRAMENTO and FIREDRAKE were detached to proceed to prior 

comitmonts and MAURY assumed duties as On-Scene Commander«   Searching   •■••'•"•     ' ' 

continued until nightfall, when GALIANT and HENDERSON were detached, sa 

probability of sighting more.survivors or bodies was considered minimal. 

MAURY remained in the area until 211300, but found no additional survivors. 
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b. yiGILAhTE CRASH!-3,   An RA5C boacd aboard U3S E1J7ERPRISE (C7A(N)-65) 

criahed in the GuH of Thailand at approximately 1700 on 15 December,   The 

crew had ejected and were rocovcrod.   USCG PT YOUNG and PCE-5 intorooptod 

radio traffic concerning the incident, and proceeded to the area to provide 

security and to attempt to locate the wreckage for possible recovery.    Throo 

days of searching proved uneuccessful,  rnd on 30 December USS VnilPrOOnWILL 

was'directed to join in the effort.    LocaD. fishermen designated the location 

of the crash, and these-area's voro searched and dragged extensively but only 

flotsam of the aircraft, uas recovered.    Searching was terminated on 19 

Doccnibcr as all efforts had proved unsuccessful, 

c. 1^19. I'gkos Ehcr^ency Landing. At approximately 1800 on 15 December 

a.    U.S. Anny L-19 attached to the 4l3t Signal Battalion mode an emergency 

landing in the surf near Qui Nhon.   A FAG from 22nd Infantry Division in an 

airborne L-19 reported the downed aircraft received small arms fire from the 

beach, and that it appeared that about ten people were attempting to pull 

the aircraft onto the beach.    Occupants of the plane were not observed. 

USS FINCH intercepted a request for gunfire support and proceeded to the 

area.   As FINCH and two units from Junk Division 21 approached the beach 

to investigate, they received automatic weapons fire,    FINCH answered with 

15 rounds of 3" and 50 caliber machine gun fire, and the V,C, weapons ceased» 

The search for possible survivors continued until 2230, when it was canceled 

because of darkness.    On 16 Dccenber, ground forces conducted a search of the 

area, and FIKCH stood by to .Te~d.'KGFS.. Final'reports .were-not received at*. 

this command, but it is believed that no survivors were found. 
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'.    (C) Formt!on of CTF 11.6,    Task Force 116, G/»ME b'ARDHI, was established on 

.0 Decenbtr 1965.    Ita    raission is to assiot the Government of South Vietnam 

In denyine the oncny uoo ot the major rivcra of tho Delta and Run^ SrA 

special Zone,    RAUt N. G. WARD, USN, CHNAVADVGRP and CTF 115, was assigned 

additional duty as CTF 116, 

Tho task force will initially consist of 100 specially designed river 

patrol boats (PBR), 20 LCPLs, an LSD, an 1ST, and eight UH-1B helicopters, 

U.S. Mavy p3rsonnel will man the ships and patrol craft; the U.S. Army will 

provido and mn tho holicoptors,   VNIJ li/iison personnel v^ill be assigned to 

tho LCPLs and the PBP.s,    Four LCPLs are presently in-country, and It io 

expected that all twenty will arrive by mid-May 1966,    Construction on the 

PBRa has begun in COIiUS,  and a training program for the crcwo is being conducted 

at DAVPHIBASE Coronado.    The first PBRs are expected to arrive in-country in 

March 1966, and will bo based at Cat Lo.   The full force of 100 boats is 

expected to arrive in South Vietnam by June 1966, 

The ISD and IST are planned to oenro ao oporational baoca for 30 PBUo 

that will patrol the river mouths of the Delta.    Both units are presently 

undergoing conversion to comply with the requirements of the PBRs, and to 

serve as landing platforms for the UH-lBs,    Tho ISD is scheduled to arrive 

8 March 1966 and the 1ST on 23 March 1966,    Four specially outfitted ISTa 

are scheduled to eventually replace the LSD and 1ST,    During December contracts 

were awarded In COIIUS to effect their outfitting and it is tentatively planned 

that they will arrive in South Vietnam in September 1966. 

Throughout the month work continued on CTF 116's 0P-0RDER.    Personnel 

and logistics requirements were developed and submitted to CMC for approval. 
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Ö,    (C) Roor/yanizntifn of WK Comnndo.    In DocenJbor, VNN Hoadquartora submitted 

a plan to JGS which would abolish the positions of Sea Force, River Force and 

Coastal Force Commands.    Six new commands were proposed; four Coastal Zone 

Commanders with operational control over Vietnamese naval units assigned 

to their zones, and two River Area Commanders in III and • IV Corps,   The River 

Area Commanders would exercise operaticnal control over craft assigned to the 

rivers and inland waters in each Corps.   The various base facilities would 

cone under the cognizance of the respective area or zone commander.    Fleet 

Command at VIIK Headquarters would assign the naval units to the various 

commanders.    In effect.  Fleet Command would be an administrative headquarters, 

and operaticnal command wovld be delegated to commanders in the Naval Zones« 

9.    (C) Operational Assistance.    During December approximately 15 tons of welfare 

material, 250,000 leaflets, and 1,600 magazines and posters were delivered to 

Coastal Bases, Sea Force ships, and River Assault Groups for American and 

Vietnamese personnel to distribute in peywar operations. 

The VNN FSYWAR Bureau reported two harelip operations were successfully 

completed during the month.    One was performed on a two year old boy whose 

father is assigned to Coastal Group 30.   The other operation was performed 

on a 10 year old girl from Dia An, near Coastal Group 36, whose harelip 

condition was noted by the Coastal Group Advisor,    The first harelip case which 

was beyond present in-country capabilities to remedy occured late in the nonth» 

A ecriously handicapped 10 year old boy from Bai Giang was brought to Saigonfer 

an operation,       but thorough examination revealed the need for extensive 

bone grafting.   The lack of «   dental prosthodontiet in Vletnaia^dictated that 

surgery not be attempted at this time,    This case will bo reviewed when the 

facilities of the U3S REPOSE arc available. 
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The VNN hospitd ship ISII 400 delivered fcod snd clothing to VNN personnel 

in Nha Trang,   These personnel vdll distribute the welfare material to 2,500 

refugees on Hon Chen Island, 

10,    (C) Marino Advisory Unit Activities. 

a.   Except for two act ion s., the month of December was marked by a complete 

lack of contact with Viet Cong forces deapito aßßrcßoivo ooarch oporationa 

by all units of the ViutnarAcso Marine Corpa,   On 22 December 1965, the 3rd 

VNMC Battalion, v^iile on an operation in Quaag Ngai Province under the 

control of the 2nd ARVN Divj.3ion, was ongegod in a brief, violent action. 

The Viet Cong were deployed in prepared positions in an "Ln configuation, 

with the long axis of the nL" parallel to the direction of the attack of the 

VlflIC units.   The base of the "L" was dug in on high ground to the front of 

v    the battalion.   The Viet Cong initiated the action by engaging the lead 

elements of the battalion with heavy small arms and automatic weapons fire. 

Shortly thereafter, the rear conpany of the battalion wa& engaged.   Within 

minutes, the entire battalion was committed to the action.    Although caught 

in the open and fully engaged in the flank, the battalion commander edroitly 

maneuvered his command and extricated it from an untenable tactical position, 

then launched an aggressive bayonet assault on the Viet Cong forces occupying 

the high ground to his front,    ^y carrying the high ground, the battalion 

reversed the tactical situation and turned the enemy flank.   The Viet Cong 

broke contact immediately,   The significance of this operation lies in the 

precision of maneuver, discipline and aggressivenooo displayed by the battalion 

arjainst an enemy tactic that has extracted heavy casualtie« to Vletnanese 

forces over the years,    .   » 
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b. 0 ~rations of Vlr..tC forcco do l O'J d to th oporatior~l c:ontrol ot 

Capi t al Hilitary Region during the period were characterized by a mlrked 

increase in t he riunber of search and clo.:l.r operations. From 17 December 

until the end of the period_. two VN1-:C battalions \-te re deployed to CR.\!. Each 

r:nrticipatcd in several offensive oper ations, ranging in size from two compafl7 

~o mult i-b.:lttalion . Tho incronuo , 0G cooivecmooo in uoe of tho o£tono1vo b,y 

;he vr ·~C olcm0 nts nnd the CHR col11Inlll1der and staff arc encouraging signs ot an 

.mprovemmt in both confidence and morale of RVNAF. 

c. A Hilitary ·Assistance Prog:-am Schools Training plea extending 

hrough Fiscal Year 1972 wu.s c ompleted in December. This plan, enoompu• 

lng both in-country nnd foro ien training for o!!iecr r.nd onlisttJd providoa 

te first co~?rchensive and loaical method of producing both qualitativelY 

d qu.:1.ntitatively trained personnel resource3 in th3 hietor.y of the ~~~C. 

\'taD the product of intensive advisory effort, achieved in conjunction 

t.h tre c~nrnandant and general stat! of t he Vt-t«;. It provides tor the 

~g term acquioition or a trained cadre or officers an enlisted men to 

1 an expanded and increasinglY profo~sion~l militnry organiz~tion. 
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