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PERATIUN SEa LURDS SUMHANY

[

During the month of August, uperation 3EA LJUHDS, combining the efforts ‘
. of elements of the Coastal Surveillance, River Patrol, and Mobile stiverine
Forces (the latter for the last time since it was disestablished on 25 Aug-
ust) in coordination with other U.S. and Vietnamese Forces, plaged increased
emphasis on interdicting enemy infiltration routes from Cambodia. At the
s2me time these forces continued to pacify vital trans-Delta uaterw.ays and
to harrass the enemy in his base areas,

Several changes were made in the various campaigns during the month,
the first of which was on 6 August when CTG 116.1 assumed the designator CIG
194.3 and became commander of the Search Turn (Rach Gia) Campaign. At the
sane time, COMRIVDIV 513 vacated CTU 116,.1.3 and assumed 194.3.2 as did COM

RIVDIV 553 when he assumed 194.3.2 from CTU 116.1.0. Hal 3 DET 8 assumed 194.3.3

!

3

% in another change. The (7-10's previously under the operational control of SEA

) LORDS reverted back to TF 116 although they continued to support SEA LORDS

! forces., Finally, TP 117 was disestablished on 25 August with the remaining

‘; Navy components being redesignated the Riverine Strike Group under Coxmmander
; j Task Group 194.7 and taking over tha responsibility for the Song Vam Co patrol
E':.‘ ;: on 28 August and for the Cho Gao Cantl on the last of the month, i
,‘: ; Overall activity for the SZa LURDS campaigns increesed significantly in
’ hugust with 585 enemy killed by all the SEA LORDS forces this month, August .
:»i % ' ranks higher than any other previous month in terms of eneryy casualties in- 1
;f : flicted and is significantly greater than July when 354 snexy vers killed (ex-~
g:_; i ) cluding Search Turn).The sans is true for hostile fire incidents which in- |
:‘ ; . creased froa 217 in July to 253 in August. These inceased results were not :
;_,! without cost to USN and VNN forces as their casualties doubled from 6 killed f
R ’ and 43 wounded in July to 13 killed and 90 wounded in August.
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tperation Giant Slinpshot was initiated to interdict the enemy's infil-

2

tration of men and supplies fron the “"Parrot's Beak" arza of Cambodia into

it d el
AN, T

L1

Tietnam. It is a combined operation involving the efforts of the three major

)

g

1 Z. S. Tavy Task Forces {until TF 117 was disestablished on 25 August), Viet-

LI
oY S §

bR

] smnese River Assault Groups, and U. S. and ARVN ground troops. During August,
] == average of 72 FBR's, 29 RAC's, 3 XM's, and L9 VNi craft (for a total of 153)

" I

were comitted to Giant Slingshot.

PR TSR

Despite the fact that the nwter of hostile fire incidents (122 in August

PPN VRIS

versus 118 in July) and the nwder of two boat patrols conducted (1752 in Aug-
. =st versus 1765 in July) were similar for the two manths, casualties for both
sides were up significantly curing August. Enemy killed by USN and VNN units
Izcreased from 147 in July to 216 in August. Similarly, casualties for the
Kzvy forces increased from four killed and twenty-three wounded to ten killed

A, B IRREREN MM (3 O

nh

i sixty-nine wounded,

o f ] The TACR's for most 194.9 Task Tnits were modified at the end of July

.
C s,

-

At d U

T ST
-

SIS BN | HEMCOANC A Iy CHE,

1 ; =d were in effect throughout the mnth of August. The realignment was
maie taking into cansideration district boundaries, Army AO's, and artillery

Lano L

4 Zaas in the respective areas in order to provide the optimum in coordination

At
cat

223 to eliminate any problems of mtual interference. On 28 August, CTG 194.7

Ly .’J

{Ziverine Strike Force) assumed the TACR for the Song Vam Co between the

St dua, ek

>

L A%

eccfluence Vam Co Dong/Vam Co Fay and the juncture of the Vam Co/Soi Rap

v

L anat)

Zecmerly patrolled by 4 ASPB's of T8 194.9.4. The new boundaries are de-

Lineated an the asset locztor that follows the incident narrative and SEA
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The ‘ncident narratives which follow have been chosen to provide an
overview of activity/corbat operations in the Giant Slingshot area of op-

erations:

Cn the =crning of 3 August, V7 RATD 73 units picked up the Duc Hoa

District Chief, the Assistant District Chief, the Duc Hoa RF Company 362,

and the Duc Hoa District CRIP Platoon from District Headquarters and inserted
them on the west bank of the Vam Co Dong River across from Hiep Hoa. The
CRIP platoon with the District Chief and the Assistant Chief patrolled south
into a recently vacated VC base camp located approximately two miles south-
east of Hiep Hoa. Vith the aid of a metal detector, the CRIP platoon recovered
a well preserved ‘cache cantaining 32 82mm mortar rownds, 12 60mm mortar rounds,
19 B-LO rockets and propellent charges, & cases of detcnators, 2 cases of
Chicon grenades, 1 LO 1b anti-tank mine, and 1 Chicom dish type claymore mine.
Just prior to midnight on 5 August, two PBR's of TU 1594.9.2 were in
waterborne guardpost positions ten miles northwest of Tan An (XS Ls9 732)
on the Vam Co Tay River when they cbserved movement on the beach. The
F R's took the area under fire with unl-gnown results and without receiving
return fire. The following day, local intelligence sources reported that
four VC/:VA were killed in the action, one of whom was shot in the head
and another in the abdomen. This information corresponds te troop reports
of intectines and blood trails in the area.
In an operation based en intelligence reports of an enemy c;mno-liaiscn
station located approximately ten miles southeast of Ben Luc (XS 658 625),
U. S. iavy SEAL's accompanied by two V¥ 1DNN's wers inserted on the west
bank of the Vam Co Dong River about a mile east of their objective by LCPL
in the evening on 6 August. Taking up positions around the target area,

the SEAL's observed a two man armed roving patrol and 16-20 men conversing
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in hootches. At five minutes after midnight, the SEAL's initiated action amd

ceased fire after 15 minttes 4o allow firing runs by Seawolves and Black

L NP SRS Ba reey

Tony aircraft that had teen called in and were holding in the area. Artile- .
he lery was called in after the airstrikes for illumination of the site while a

search was conducted thzt revealed four VC/NVA bodies along with mmerous

Pl L o o b i
\
[ v

: tlood trails, two AX-hL7iz, two %-Sh pistols, and 30 kilos of documents. There

e
T

A vl
s

were no friendly casualties.

.

In the early evening on 6 August, an Army observation aircraft spotted

T
v

VC running along a small canal off the west bank of the Vam Co Dong River

T

two niles south of Hiep Zoa (XT LLO 042). Seawolves on patrol nearby were

¢

vectored to the area an? coordinated with a PBR patrol from RIVDIV 552. A

B EALL T AmeR ateeren

-
{.
‘-
3
,
9

; 1A8P tear in ambusn positions nearby and the aircraft fired into the area

-

with automatic weapons. The LRRP monitored a burst of AX-L7 fire directed
at the gunships from a treeline 200 meters to the south and the FBR patrol

that was standing by proceeded to the area and placed M-60 fire and LOma

-t
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prenades into the treelize. As the gunships departed to rearm and refuel

at Duc Hoa, the FAC observed three more VC running from the area. Artillery :
wa: u.en called in (reaction time of 6 minutes) resulting in one VC killed

and two VC probably killed. At this time, the PBR's received 2 or 3 rounds “
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of small arms fire from the east bank of the river and closing the bank re-
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turned fire with LOmm and CS grenades. One man seen running away was taken

a2
Py

wder fire and was observed as he fell into the canal by the FBR patroli

ks

and the FAC. By now, two additional patrols of PBR's had moved in to assist,

ane of which had a LRRP team embarked which was inserted to search for ¢

‘.
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bodies. After insertion, the team heard movement and voices very near their

. position and initiated contact with claymores and automatic weapans. The .
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teas marked its flanks for extractiem and immediately thereafter experienced’

2 larre expiosion - possibly a tooby trap or a'ne set off when the tean

AN R o

‘ shifted positions. C(ne of the ®BR ratrols placed fire on the team's

-

flanks and moved in for extraction. Due to personnel casualties a~ong the
1RaP!s, they could not be immediately extracted. Another patrcl cf boats

moved in and “BR sailors jumped achore to establish a landing zone for the
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dust off helo while other crewmen adninistered first aid. Air evacuation

IR M i

Ckhes
5

4 of seriously wounded personnel was accomplished with the now returned LHFT
a4
3 providing overhead cover and later placing an additicnal strike on the con-

tact area. Upon completion of the strike » additimal LRRP's returned to

TR e

y the contact area and retrieved the field gear of the wounded in action.
Friendly casualties amounted to two J. S. Army troops kilied and four
" wounded (two serious). Enemy casualties were cne VC killed and three VC

probably killed, :
Gn 10 August, U. S. Navy SEAI's led by a Hoi Chan attempted recovery
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": 1 of two reported intelligence caches. After insertion by LSSC and PBR six

niles northwest of Ben luac on the east bank of the Vam Co Dong River

s lawid

(xs 556 £22), the SEAL's patrclled 300 meters to the scuth where they

found 70 E2mm mortar rounds in a bowd crater. After extraction, the SEAL's
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were reinserted 3': miles down river and found the second reported cache

site, however, it had been emptied within the past 72 hours.
In the morning on 12 August, two Seawolves of TU 194.9.8 were placing

a strike for U. S. Army Special Forces at Duc Hoa when they were cailed to

support TU 194.9.3 wnits in contact two miles north of Hiep Hoa on the Vam

Co Dong River (XT 415 105). The LYFT expended remaining amrmnition, re-

turned to base and refueled, and sortied to the centact area to cover troop

7 CERTTRERTIA
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insertion, receiving and zupressing small arms {ire in the process. Upan
release by CTG 19L.9.3, the Seawolves proceeded to assist U. S. Army units
four miles southuest of Duc ¥oa, placing a strike on a bunker complex with
assistance from a "SAF JAC. Thile rearming, the Seawolves were again
-eranbled, this tine to support .T'J 194.5.L wits who had spotted 8-10 VC

on the river bank of the Vam Co Tay five miles west northwest of Tuyen

tthon where they placed a strike. The two Seawolves, during the morning's
operatins, expended 27,000 rounds of 7.62wm and 70 2.75" rockets. later in the
day, OV-10's from TU 116.4.9 placed an airstrike in a wooded area & miles west
of e Hoa (IS 910 915). Ground wnits troke contact to allow the airstrike,

and heliborne units observed the strike devastate the main enemy positicr
which resulted in .15 VC probably killed.

Just after midnight on the 1hith of August, TBE 194.9.5.1 units consisting
of a ¥ CCB and two USN ATC's were an routine patrol of the V. o Dong 6
miles southwest of Tay Ninh with cne platoan of ARVH Airborne Ready Reactiom
Troops when they were called to respand to an enemy attack on an ARVN Airborne
base camp. The units made approximately ten firing runs and provided constant
illunination for the base camp.Receiving return fire on all runs, it was quickly
suppressed. The USA advisor at the tase camp coordinated TACAIR, gunship,
and artillery strikes in the area where an estimated three enemy battalicns
were assaulting the base. The liavy was credited with 20 out of the 73 V¢

killed by body count while suffering no casualties. The ARWN lost 14
lkilled and had b3 personnel wounded. Tn addition, the ARVN captured two

VC and L2 enemy weapms.

_: Four PER's of RIVDIV 592, on routine patrol of the Vam Co Dang River
- i ten miles southeast of Tay Ninh, were ambushed just before midnight an 13
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August receiving heavy recoilesrs rifie fire. The mit's tock severa: kits,
suffered personnel casualties, and attermpted to clear to the south. Due to
commnications difficulties, the patrol officer transferred to the cover
boat which soon began sinking. The wounded persannel were taken off the
cover boat, but the patrol officer was not recovered. Listed as nissing

in actim, he was subsequently declared killed in action. Bronco aircraft
were caJ‘.led in and received heavy automatic weapans fire over the target.
TACAIR was then requested and placed strikes. 4n additional PBR patrol

was dispatched to assist, and when they arrived on the scene, they received
heavy enemy fire which resulted in one of the bouts having to beach due

to excessive flooding. Yeapons and personnel were removed from the beached
craft vithout sustaining casualties. Artillery was called in and RF troops
were lifted to the area to provide security. Salvage operations began at
first light and by that afternom, both boats had been recovered and ome
was helo-lifted to Tra Cu, and the other was towed to Go Dau Ha. Friemdly
casualties were one USH killed and eight USN and three Wi wounded. Enemy
casualties were unknown. .

Two PBR's of RIVDIV 53k were on routine patrol of the Vam Co Dong
River eight miles south southwest of Tay Ninh (XT 288 377) when they re-
ceived four B-LO rockets and automatic weapons fire at 2025 on 1k August.
Une of the boats tock a B-LO hit which ruptured a fuel tank followed by
another hit which ignited the fuel. Crew members managed to extinguish
the blaze, but in spite of their efforts, the boat sank in about five
minutes. Both boats were able to clear the kill zone prior to the sink-
ing. Seawolves, Broncos, and artillery were called in on the area and

alternated strikes. Additional FBR's with RF troops embarked were sent
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thile in transit on the Yaa Co Dong River 1€ miles couthwest of Saipom,
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te the cceze to sec'ire the area around the smken craft, vhich was later ) 3
|
#
ralvaged =d sent to Ben Juc. " the action, two US: (one serious) and ‘ ¢
1 < : !
> |
‘ .- 3 . ~3 g P
cne V- vere vounded. Enevy cacualties are unimown. ! ;
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cne of the tuo Wi ATC's with ARV and USA troops embarked toolk a direct hit

in the well deck ‘ust after =idnight on the fifteenth of August. The vpoats

PR PICTICT IR S NI AR

beached, =nd the army units secured the area for ‘dust-off helos. Tater analysis
of the shell fragments identified the round as a 75m recoilless rifle round.
Triendly czsualties amounted to six ARV killed and 11 ARVE and_ three USA

vounded. There were no enewy casualties.

The Zollowing norning at 0222, two V! RAC and a U. S. Tippo on patrol
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E trith T ircops embarked received several hits from enemy rocket and automatic

:.“‘ « veapons Iire 13 miles south of Tay inh on the Vam Co Dong River (xT 342 270). i i
= he wnits retumed fire and cleared with the exception of the 7ippo which fianed |
E 5 doin the tantact area while the other wunits returned to Go Dau Ha to medevac E
_::: ,g their caselties. Seawolves and Broncos were called in and placed airstrikes é
._ ; in the area followed by artillery. TACAIR was requested but was unable to
S’;‘ 3 put in a strike due to the low ceiling. Friendly casualties in the action
E;:r were 2 ViZl killed, two USN wounded (cne serious), 6 Vil wounded (two serious), ‘
»__‘\-: i and four =¥ wounded (serious). Enemy casualties are unknown. !
EE-'_’ ‘ (n tke morning of 17 August, PBR's and VN¥ RAC provided support for a :
E 1 trocp swees along the Vam Co Dong River eight miles south southeast of Tay ;

#dinh City, the site of a previous ambush. During the sweep, the troops

e

CEha Dat vinton Sabind |
i

found one 3-h0 launcher, five B-LO rockets, two B-lLO boosters, cne back

ey
.
P

pack and tte burned and r-agled remains of three VC. Heavy v.ood trails

in the area indicated that at least three more bodies had been dragged

o

off. There was no enery cantact.
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.‘ :‘ Tue T2 154.3.5.1 UC wevre in waterberne puardposi positions on the ;
“ Yam Cc Deng Uver veoct -outhwest of Tay binh when an AWi airborne basce i
‘f ca1p nearty (4T 13 k23) renorted thot they were under nmortar, automatic . é
t:t ueapons, and rifle srenade fire at 0705 o 17 Aupust. The units immediately g
correnced flanking fire nerth of the casp and a nearby FBR patrol mored ) E
' into pecition south of the camp and began flanking fire while two addition-
‘ al YBR patrols were scrambled to ensure against an ene-y river crossirg
attempt. U. S. Ar=y advisors at the camp cocrdinated fire from afloat :
] units, artillery, and Bronco aircraft. At 010, the enemy broke cantact
: and retreated to the west, however, the afloat units continued to provide
illumination until daylight. A sweep of the battlefield at first light i
j turncd up LS IVA todies. Two Vi were killed and three wounded in the i
) acticn aleng with one USY shg‘ttly wounded. Ceneral Henderson visited 5
; Ben “eo after the battle and expressed his "well done” to TE 194.9.5.1 f
and (¥-12's for assisting the ARV airborne in repeiling the attack. ;
f A debrief by kirborne Advisors revealed that the GV-10's were respo- ,
: sible for repulsing a counter attack by the VC at about OLOO. %
}; Four Vili AC of RADD 71 acted as a blocking force for a sweep by i
} the 3. S. Arry 5/60th nfantry Battalion troops of the 9th Division along
':?!" ; the ¥an Co Dong River 15 miles southwest of Saigon (XS 630 709). While ‘
:_) i in positicn at 1730 on 18 August, the boats observed 6 VC/NVA at the water's
!:- ' 1 edge pretending to be dead and who attempted to evade as the boats approached . i
E:j : to investigate. The units beached and took the enemy under fire killing
k . three and wounding cne but were wmable to fire on two of the evadees due : !
;; , to the close proximity of friendly troops. However, they were later killed i
E’ : by Army perscnnel. Upon completion of the sweep, troops ashore had accounted ‘ i
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for 36 VC killed by body comnt, 6 VC priscmers, and one Hoi Chan. Friendly
casualties were one USA %illed and 6 JSA wounded. GCround unite also cap-
‘ tured 17 AX-h7's, ane 3-LO launcher, twc -5k pistols, and six rr+~tar rounds.
§ Beginning at 0500 on the 20th of August, W 2AC of RATD 70 inserted,
. supported, and extracted 300 troops from the 25th ARV Division 16 miles b
2 : southwest of Saigmn on the Vam Co Tay River (XS €35 62Li). The troops had .
] light contact which resulted in 7 VC killed by baly count and cne ARVH
: :; wounded (minor). Five A%-L7's were also captured in the action.
1 Tn the evening on 21 August, two PBR's of 194.9.2 inserted a seven man
‘ Ranger team from the 9th Division, 19 miles south southwest of Saigm on the
: ] Vam Co Tay River (XS 700 560). A little over am hour later, the team made % \
. 1 contact with approximately two squads of VC, and Seawolves were requested g
] o a s;t,andby basis. The team had come across a large complex which was later !
3 found to be a VC hospital coataining 15 beds, a mess hall, and other amomodatims.?
4 Shortly afterward, the trocps came under heavy eremy fire, and Seawolves put ;
E ‘ . in airstrikes along with Broncos that had been scrambled. A second seven
man Ranger team was inserted by'j_two more PBR!'s and still two more PBR's
—‘ moved in to provide a blocking force. Three 2dditional squads of Rangers
i were inserted by helo followed by airstrikes shen one of the squads heard
:‘, ‘ ! movements on three sides of their position. There was no further action
’ : during the night, and at first light, a sweep proved ememy casualties to be ’
':i‘ ﬁ 1 four VC killed by body count. Two were credited to the Army and two to
L'“ ' Seawolves. There were no friendly casualties.
P * late in the morning on 26 August, PBR's were approached bty children
: 2 who showed them the location of ane B-LO rocket on the bank of the Vam Co
,.—;- s . Dong River 12 miles southeast of Tay Ninh (XT 346 315). Llater in the
B
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g afternoon, the units discovered three mcre B-LO's and a number of spider :
k! H
s 1
o holes in the same area, which is directly across tue river from a locatimn g
E - vhich Go Dau ila ‘mits use to medevac carz3lties. Apparently, the enexy :
4 i
23 uas setting up to attack the boats during a dust-off. !
EX - i
k. - +
4 Acting an intelligence reports and led by a Hoi Chan, SEAL's were in- !
A
E serted on the Yaa Co Jong 16 miles soutiwest of Saigen (XS 57k 776)
4
€8 August in search of an enemy cache. Among the articles recovered were:
25 toxes of fuze ignitors and detonators, 21 grenades, 20 batteries, S0
4 electric blasting c¢aps, 100 ordinary blasting caps, 18 cans of 60mm pro-
oellant, 12 mines, five satchel chargeé, 1,000 rounds of 30 caliber am-
mmition. It is believed that the area was used extensively as a rear }
; service supply depot for local water sarger units and that the supplies i
i
were possibly targeted against the boats that patrol this section of 1
3 i
river and for use against Ben Iuc Bridge. Also on 28 August, two PBR's :
of TJ 194.9.3 inserted, supported, and extracted LRRP Team 21 cn the Vam .
¥ Co Dong River appraximately 2 miles north of Tra Cu. The 13RP's initiated
\D
E—; cantact vwith eight VC who were evading =z Army troop sweep to the northwest.
5" Three VC were killed by body count, and there were no friendly casualties. ’%;'
=, 4
i
k'! On the 31st of August, PBR's of RIPJIV 573 were conducting a routine )
" canal incursion when they sighted a 55 sallm oil drum at the water's edge 1
19 seven miles east of Tuyen Nhon just off the Vam Co Tay River (XS 388 77L). F;
il E
. The barrel contained 227 Chicom "Potato Masher' grenades.
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. .
) 75 194.9.5.1 (FIVDIV 531) .
Tay ::inh Patroi Element
10 PBR's
12 RACt's

.

78 194.9.8.3
HAL 3 DET 7
-3 TAY NINH ZH

’

10 194.9.5 (RIVDIV 592)

Upper Vam Co Dong Patrol Unit

(TE 194.9.7.3 ~ RADD 73)

10 PBR's .
1 RAC

17 Vit (until 28 August) - .

GO DAUHA

v 194.9.3 (RIVDIV 552)
Middle Vam Co Dong Patrol
Unit

10 FBR's

2 VNN

\". o : SHIEP HOA
LN\ =

[ ]
F
H TU 194.9.1
' 34 .

women N (RIVDIV 53L)
LoCHOA (RIV%IV 153) 3} Lower Vam Co Dong
1'iddle Van Co Tay Patrol Unit
Patrol Unit 10 PBR's
3 1iSMt's

- TU 194.9.8

TU 194.9.6
(RIPIV 511)
Upper Vam Co Tay
Patrol Element
10 PBR's

N
uss smmm/

(APB-35)
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e 3 “lang Thit-iicholai /Cho Gao Cazal { &
% § i -
3 K : g
3 4 Although 171.6.1 (RIVDIV 535) ard TU 194.6.2 {TTVDIV 572) were com- : i
- 3 . H N
3 mitted to it, activity in the i‘any Thit-iicholai/Cho Gao Canal area of i ~
: operations (AU) was relatively light throughout the menth with only four ;:
. E o
X hostile fire fights recorded. U, S. Havy activity wvas aimed primarily 1
. W
3 . . 8
1 at ectablishing a 7B presence on this vital north-south waterway through %
3 the use of routine patrols for traffic checks, night waterborne guardposts, !
L - *d
' psyops, and medcaps in order to bring about firmer GWI! control cf the area. ??
. ] Support of U. S. Army and Vietnamese forces in the way of transport and ! j
. 3 - i a
¥ *
%; . blocking forces was also provided. Havy SEAL's perticipated in a series i "3
of operations in respose t0 intelligence on suspected VC PCY camps in v :
; : A
:{ the area but achieved no success in locating them. There were no US cas- f
: H ualties during the pericd and enemy casualties were 19 killed (two prob- ‘i
: 7 able), one wounded, and four captured. Specific incident narratives for ; '.
this campaign will be found in the River Patrol Ferce sectlon of this E
K
Summary. sL,‘
: : £
B L
3 Border Interdiction Campaiem =
v E Tran Hung Dao and Barrier Reel Yest ]
\ ~
CE Redeployment of two U. S. 9th Infantry Brigades, activation of new 3
- VAN RATD's, and restructuring of TF 117 to become TG 194.7 prompted a
o -
N K . e
i review of llavy assets in IIT and IV Corps to enhance the interdictimm »
- =
2 ﬁ of infiltration from Cambodia at a time when the enery is possibly at-
z: 3 g ) tempting to fortify his logistics base capability and to rebuild his
. v ~

> F H 4
.-j i personnel structure throughout the Delta. As a result, the Border In- §
14 . ‘
¢ ] terdicticn Carpaign, an inclusive term for the Tran Hung Dao and Rarrier ?
e 1 X
. & 3 1
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CORFTOENTIAL
wel Yert Camnmiem was increared in mammitude during August wntil it ap-
treached the Clant Stiinzchot Capuipn it terms of arsets commitled and tempo
of onmerationr. Durins “2e nenih there were an average of 123 river craft
27cigned tc border Interdict:er operztions ac onsosed to £ in July. In
addition to the (IT°TuId " £L0.TY 58T 838) and RIVDIV 521 which chopped
to 17L.k at the erd of “y. four additional ICF's from CTJ 115.7.7
arrived at the bepinnins of Auruct for employmert on the western portion
of Vinh Te Canal. lour ) 137 wniis sailed from Sa Dec for operations
with 19L.L arriving on tze 13th of August followed two days later by four
23ditional R3D 137 craft zmd eventually by two ATC's from Deng Tam. (n
the 21zt of Angust, 3IVSTV 575 vas detachzd from YRBM 20 located on the
“pper ileong tiver 17 iles east of Chou Doc (¥S 401 655) and assigned to
the HIITSROG: CLULTY vhich was located near Tan Chou where it could provide
cotimum support for both torder patrol wnits and Barrier Reef unite. At
the same time, YRZ? 22 135 toved to the Chou Doc area to facilitate PBR
transits cf Tran Hung Dac. (n the Z0th of August, the USS SATYR (ARL 23)
moved fror the Chou Doc zrea to the long Xuyen canal in order to service
V.22 RAID's 7k and 75 as well as RAD 331 craft.

vespite the tuildup ¢f {riendly forces, the statistics for the nonth
of Aupust indicate that ihe ene<y chosze to avoid increased contact. Enemy
casualtie~ actually decreased from the 55 killed and eight wounded in July
to 32 killed and one vounded in August. USN & VNN casualties changed from
¢ killed in July to one killed and six wounded in August. A daily incident

narrative for Tran Hung dac and Barrier Reef Pest follows:

The first night in August, four PBR's from CTY 194.L.4 and 20 Special

“sreces troops in a waterteme guardpoct on the Vinh Te Canal 16 miles north-
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east cf iz Tlan (VE 630 635) spotted ceven VC 1Z0 meters north of their

P o frmyire

position. iSre wac initiated by the US. sniper and followed by fire fron

the 7BR's ani SF troops prior to a sweep of the area. During the suseep,

e e v a e arase

a wounded YT threv a grenade which infured the =S¥ sniper and two SF troops,

v,
3
A4
-3
A

A
%

kY
r
=
B

and while trring to assist the injfured, a V¥ was killed and a USli wounded

by a second zmeryy grenade. After all enemy fire was supressed, Seawolves

out of Vinh TZa medevaced all wounded personnel to Chau Doc. Army gunships
and Yavy Seawalves placed rocket and machine gun strikes into the contact
area, and a zweep at first light revealed two VC bodies bringing the total
enemy casualiifes to four VC killed and three VC probably killed. In addition,
two AU-L7's were captured in the action.

At just zfter midnight on 5 August, four W% sunks in waterborne guard- : 1
post nine milas northeast of Ha Tien (VS 530 597) reported receiving B-Lo !
and automatic weapmns fire frcm the south bank of the Rach Giang Thanh. The ]
Vil Officer im Charge ordered the jinks to open fire,and this return fire

landed in clese proximity to another waterborne guardpost mamned by two

ESOR

USy PCF's and 20 PF troops who were one mile to the south around a bend in

-1

PN
@t

the river. Te2 2CF's returned fire and cleared to the south. The situatim

was quickly rezsolved without friendly casualties. A reaction team swept the !

1‘1
"i'l

area of initiz® enemy contact with negative results.

Late at zZght on the 15th of August, five Cuastal Group 42 junks and 20
. SF troops sigried 30 VC moving toward their positian on the north bank of the
Vinh Te Canal 72 miles northeast of Ha Tien (VS 710 620). The SF troops took

the enemy under fire and were supported by the ™% junks. Negative retiurn

. fire was receirsd, znd there were no friendly casualties. Pnemy casualties

are minown.
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(n 27 jugust, tuwe 7BR's in w-ierdorne puardpost positions nine miles

0

13

rorticast of H2 Tien on tne Fach Zlzz Thanh (VS 532 Z83) cbserved ane

individual approachine fro- the 22:7 _szte at night. The units commenced

fire at a range of U7 Teet %illing ilio eneryy. 4 few ninutes later a white

iirht and cigarette glow tere seen @ the west bank of the river which

v

v Al 08 Bian AV I POt YA 10 i A e P o4 s o

T:: : extinpuished ac the mits zjysreoachel. A firing rm vas made on the area,
‘i ‘ and two eneny tere prohabLy illei. There were no friendly casualties. ‘
L E The foliowing -cming just pricr to dawn, WIN wnits in waterborne
-" guardpost 16 nilec northwest of Ha Tien (VS 600 710) on the Vinh Te Canal

i’ w received B-LO and AZ-h7 fire from z=u estirated 12 VC. As fire was returned, |
i | four of the VC were zpotted on the zorth bank. A sueep at first light re- '
' vealed tro blood trails on the nort: bank and numerous foctprints on the ;

‘ south bank. Enery casuaities were three VC probably wounded while there § E

vere no friendly casualties. 2 ;

At 0115 n the 26th cf Augnst, a CIDG advisor reported the presence of r :[.

an estimated battaliom size VC forc2 adjacent to the Rach Giang Thanh eight ‘

niles northeast of Ha Tien. Tio I=2's and ocne PCF from TE 154.k.1.1 moved i g

into the area to act as a blocking force while Army gunships placed strikes “ E

in the area. There wac no retwrn Iire from the area, and a sweep produced i i

i nezative results. (ne CIDG trooper was wounded slightly by helo fire. g

é;* ] At 0G4S on 31 Auzust, two FBR's from the Vinh Te Canal Patrol Unit "A" ,

s 3 were proceeding east a the canal wken they observed two persons waving and . ‘

F‘, . heading tovard them. Cne was carrying two AL-L7's and the other an ax. The i i

% : r

;b' two stated that they desired to Chieu !oi and that there were nine more in : ‘ ‘

;:. ; Canbodia who wished to dc the zame. (me of the Hoi Chans asked to fire into ; ’

-‘ : the air to signal the other nine, o came to the boats after the signal was ;
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riven. All eleven Yoi Chans were disarmed, searched, and embarked for Chau ;
I
Joc vhere they were turnad over to NTLC for disposition. ;
Cn the morning of € August, at the request of the An Fhu District Senicr : p
. Advisor, tvo PRA's of TU 19L.L.€ inserted ten °F troops and a Y. S. Ar:y ad- ; i
visor ten miles north of Chau Doc where the Mach Co lau branches off the Up- ;;
- b
X b ° :
" 1 per Bassac (TT 107 020). The operation was an immediate res:. 'se to intel- i
& k . ‘ d
> ; ligence reports that three VC had just moved into a small village at the lo- %
> 5 . ‘
3 b cation. As 2 result, two ¥C (one ma2le, one fermale) were captured, and one l
, : 4
@ - VC suspect was detained. There were no friendly casualties. %
X 1 Late at night on 9 August, two TE 194.4.8.1 Seawolves using night ob- j
~ ; '
>, ] . . H o
- ; servation devices sighted two enemy sarpans on the Rach So Ha just east of i 1
the Upper !ekeng, 18 miles northeast of Chau Doc (WS LOO 958). The five i %
i ;
VC spotted on this ¥nowm eneryy infiltration route were probably killed when ! E
‘ 3
taken mder fire bty the helos. ' ¥
Just after midnight on the 17th of August, PBR's reacting to intelligence ) %
provided by Vietnamese authorities were in waterborne guardpost positions nine ?'i
e 2
o and one half miles east of An Leng (1S 566 803). Cbserving the approach of g
- 5
k:_: two enewy sammans, the PBR's called in Seawolves and together they opened fire {:
3 123 H
;5 on the enewy craft killing four VC. The following day during a svweep of the !
s area by 2F troops, two VC were captured. There were no friendly casualties. :
X :
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After a conr'derable neriod of r'_':.f.'..‘.'ra inactivity, tﬁe gres around the
¢! iy of “ach fiin cnd the ~rcun of =ouitain? to the norik mown n2 ‘tho "Three
fiztors” has been the rite of continuad and recontlLy i‘:.:reatoﬁ ensv ix‘xfntru-
tior. To coanter thic hildun snd to interdict the ensyy's moverent 1;1';0 the -
Jelta, €20 17h.3 4 censisting of tuc M divirimns, a Seawolf teaw, and an
U, wat formed and tasol o dedfeate 50 of dte acrets to‘orfrhore day and
nirnt satrols sinee *niatliicance reports indlcated cexvard infiltration
tato the -horeline halueen the “Thres Sisters™ end the shoreline south of
the mozth ¢f th.: g Cal '.on. "he rcr-.ain*ng 507 vere zvailable to respond
‘c Trovince and ARV recuests for ruppert and operated i:x‘the Ha Tién-ﬁach

. (:32,1ri Ton, Ba The, Va1 Nayr,arn’ v=rious cther rdjoinizg watervays. To re- E
dince traval .ine tc the northcrm part of the AJ, a new ATSE was estéblished
a2t Tion Zon 18 miler northwert of Jach fia at the interrection of the Fa Tien-
tach G%a and 1wt Toen Canalz . During -Yulj, Search Turn eae wuncer the opera'tlonal‘,
contrel of 77¢ 116, but since 't hac 2 again become = Interd ctim barrier,
ihe torck desipnator was chan~~i n Aupust to 191;.3 as Search Tum returned to
(perat‘on SEA JCRDS,

The flrst sifnificant action of the month occcurmad on L August vhen two
Seavolves from CTU 154.3.3 zccomted for five VC killed and cne armed VC
JSunk dectroyed as thoy took the ‘unk under fire me =ie of{ the beach 17
riles west northwest of Rach Gia (VS (50 160). At the termination of the
fitpht, two srall arms hits were discovered in one of the aireraft.

~uct after dark on the Zollowing evening, three CTU 194.3.2 PBR's were
in puardnost posltions on the Vam Ray Canal which leais from the Gulf of
‘!ﬁai‘.ax)d te thé Ha Tien-Rach Gia Canail, 27 miles northwest of Rach Gla
(vs 796 3‘)‘."), vhen two tampans were sighted. ‘hen halled, the two sampans

22
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' ]
opened fire vhich was then supprecsed by PBR's. As they broke their guard- !
pocts to inspect the sammans, the “Bi's received and suppressed fire from }
) the south bank and then cleared to the north. After airstrikes by Broncos, i
. Shadoir and  Spooky aircraft, and a troop sweep, the results of the actim Z
yere five #VAVC %illed, two Ai-L7's, one rifle grenade, one mine, and
2,000 rounds of A-lL7 arrmnition captured. There were no friendly casu-
alties. .
In the same general area on the Sot Mot Canal (VS 797 355) during the
early mcening hours on € August, three sampans were sighted and taken under
fire by CTU 194.3.2 "BR's. Under continucus illumination provided by Sha- ]
dow aircraft, the PBR crewmen inspected the sunken sampans that had gone down i
in shaliow water. Twelve 107m rockets and fuzes were recovered along with §
four grenades and a large medical kit. In all, three VC were killed, and g
i three more wére probably killed vhile friendly forces suffered no casualties ;
} One fernle was detained who was suspected of being a scout for a large enemy !
t wit. She was turned over to the Fourth Coastal Zone Intelligence Cfficer
‘: for interrogation. .
Back an the Van Ray Canal (VS 773296) at just after midnight the fol-
q { lowing dzy, tuo PBR's of CTU 194.3 cobserved a sampan with three personnel
:':3 approaching their position. Two of the occupants were holding weapons while
Ej the third was paddling. At a range of twenty feet, the FBR's took the enemy
g;ﬁ - mder fire, and .all of the enemy personnel were cbserved to fall into the
‘:? water where their bodies were swept away by the fast current. The bodies
:‘i ) were not recovered, but it is highly probable that all three VC were killed. {
tﬁ} ! . Durirg the night on 12 August, the ATSB ard the RF compound nearby at ) :
E‘“E i iien Son received a total of nine rounds of 75 mm recoilless rifle fire. :
L iEassste] ]| 3 .3
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After the initial four rownds, 2ll aniis, including the CCB which acte as

the cperation center, disserced aion> the canals in the area. INFT'c were

Sy
oA

seravbled and vere cverhead in eight ninutes for strilzes on iui Soc Son, a

.

<counta’n 1o ithe southvest believed to te the orig™s of the hostile fire

260). tesults of the enery shelling were me K& trooper killed and

fys 2

Ul edhdi i aiioarn

three civilians wounded.
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E The ATS3 at ien Son was hit again by enemy fire along with the R come-

romd just after midnight on the 16th of August. In addition to 107mm rounds,

: they also received two 5-L0 rockets and small arms fire from northeast of the

3 base. Seauolves and Black “ony aircraft were scra-bled and placed strikes

)
Qb bty

T
et 4

in the area f{ron which the enexy fire was eminating. Some of the underway

1 *iL's received automatic weapcns fire from botn banks of the Tri Ton Canal

™

(V3 923 260) which {hey retumed and suppressed while other PBR's reconned

AT
¥

3 by fire almyg the northeast bank of the Ha Tien-Rach Gis Canal (vic VS 936

2€7). nemy casualties as a result of the action were two VC killed while =5

M LS )
el
12 ekl i’

Triendly casualties amounted to two RF %illed and two wounded and one civ-
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ilian kiiled. jater in the morning at 0620 , ‘the’ ATSB was hit again with
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e«
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P

[ .
tvo 1071 rounds folloued that night by six B-LC rockets and small arms
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et
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fire at 2330. Seawolves and Broncos were called in to place strikes in

. ] the area from which the attack had originated. The only casualty was e i AT
:‘ ] J. 5. edvisor wounded by small arms fire. : Cj:}:f;s
’ Four FBR's of CTU 194.3.2 were canducting BUSHVACK (combination land - f -'LK
. and waterborne guardposts) operations with 35 Xien Son RF troops on the ; ) """‘;“
4 night of 18 Avgust when they sighted two sampans on the Liuynh Quynh Canal, : : z-"?:
19 niles northwest of Rach Gia (VS 062 2L0). The sampans, with three : .-__::Eé
' passengers each, wer.e taken under fire killing three VC while the others : :‘-:::
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evaded upstrean. Seavolves were scrambled and placed a strike in the -ea ' 3
and departed. Zevera® hours later, the mits ctarted receiving incoming 1 E
- -ortar fire and support.was afain reguested. Seawoives, Spoolky, and Delta E ’%
fiawi aircraft placed strikes into the cuspected enemy positions. A troop . L:E
- ‘.:j . sweep was conducted at first lipght with negative resultr. Ttems recoverad ’ i
’ ' . fron the captured sarren included 25 homemade gremades, two rifles, a netal é
_. : cantainer of expiosives, three back packs, and sone docunents. ;:‘
';i ~ Tn the early evening on the 23rd of August, dering a single ship visual
EI*? E recon by a Seavolf froa CTU 194.3.3, several sampans were sighted beneath a "2
:f‘z 3 tree, and 11 blue-uniformed men were teen running from the area located 0
:E:: miles northwest of Rach Gia (VS 075 293). A second Seawolf was scrambled, . t
b , clearunce vas obtained to place a strike in the area, and the results were =
y 3 tro JC xilled, nine probably killed, two sampans sunk, and three sampans f‘
- } damapged. A short while later, while providing overhead cover for PBR!'s , E:
q ] four miles to the southeast, the Seawolves spotted some bunkers, a lean-to
S area, and several eneny scurrying for cover. A second strike was placed %
E;::: ; vhich resulted in five probable kills, F’l
: 3 Iate at night on the 29th of Angust, two PBR's of TJ 194.3.2 were in ‘**
:—: ] guardpost positions on the Ha Tien-Rach Gia Canal 13 miles northwest of E\:
g'; | Rach Cia (VS 973 22€) vhen they observed 12 VC aporoaching from the north- r:i
E;% k east. Vhen they had closed to 150 meters, they were taken under fire by the z
::: . . FBR's vho received return fire not mly from the approaching element but aiso - :
i ; from a secur.ity elerment located 150 meters to the southeast. Suppressing the ?
‘_:E: . - enemy fire, the FBR's called in Seawolves, and the patrol officer directed ;:
Ej:'. ‘ the strike into the target area. At this time, the CCB from Kien Son arrived
_': :1 ’ on the scene and reconred the area by fire. A troop sweep of the area revealed :
& | S
: OLFIRRURIAL 5
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fowr 't zil.ed and wrovided the capture of one rifle and assorted personal H

i '3

doratents. Yo Y. T. Tavy s3iicr~ vere wounded n the acticn from a double : .
. ;

lcad explosion of an T-%2 —rchine sun,and one was vownded as a result of a ! i

i ;

""=1% grenaCe auncher ‘r=. all the wounded were treated cn board and re- o :

turmed to duty.
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MARKET TIME HAIDER CAMPAIGN

———————

B raen g p A

A

MARKET TIME Raider operations consisting of two or more PCF's

[ )

A8,

3e)

re §
’

»

B e

and supported by helicopters, (W-10, and OV-6A aircraft and U.S.

(A4

.
g
i

]
v
e

Coast Guard WPB's continued to strike heavily at enexy base ares

= pereem s

along the rivers and canals of the II1 and IV Corp areas during
August, The Third and Fourth Coastal Zone Raiders conducted almost
‘ 90 separate missions in support of Operations SEi LORLS and SEA

3 A FLOAT. The Swift boats in addition to conducting H and I fire, and
y responding to requests for urgent gunfire support and manning of

waterborne guardposts, inserted, extracted , and supported ground

E forces consisting of Underwater Demolition Teams, Explosive Ordnance

1 : Disposal Teams, SEALS, PRAU's, RF/FF troops and ARVN soldiers,

g: Enemy initiated hostile fire incidents increased again over July

] with L3 incidents reported. There wers eight USN and one VNN

Swift boats and three aircraft dsmaged in the firefigihts. Friendly
casualties wore one U.S. sailor and one Vietnamese sailor killed and

eleven U.S, and four Vietnanese sa:_uox-s wounded.

Eneny personnel losses by combined allied forces increased over
; July with 93 Viet Cong killed (70 body count and 23 probable), seven
_ wounded, and eleven captured, Enemy material losses also increased
3 ; over the previous month with 214 watercraft and LL5 structures des-

troyed, 17 craft and 261 structures heavily damaged and two craft
’

captured,
Although thess operations continued to achicve maximum damage

tad sty

K . in secrst zones and enemy base areas, the primary omphasis con~
tinued to center on the pacification of the Ca Mau Peninsula under
Operation SEA FLOAT/ TRAN HUNG DAO III.

29 il T
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MARKET TIME Raiders, consisting of PCF's 32, 98, and 100 on the

.

.- morning of 6 August tool targets of opportunity under fire along :
' the banks of the Rach Sau (XS 733028), Rach Bang Cung (XR 760962) . )

R R T ST TG

and Rach Eo Loi (XR 729880) in the area about 17 miles east of Phu

Vinh in Vinh Binh Province, The targets had sector clearance and
visual reccn was provided by the IV brp Naval Cunfire Iiaison
; Officer (NGLO)., The Swift boats scored heavily as they destroyed

,
S0 s e, X RN 5T, ST LT 0

f 41 structures and 14 watercraft while heavily damaging 20 structures

¥

and 28 bunkers, There were no friendly casualties and enemy
casualties are unknown, -

A tn A ae s
Rereir e

On the morning of 8 August, five PCF's and four PER's con- i

1 ducted area prep fire on Hon Iio Lio Island about 11 miles south- :: :

east of Go Cong (XS 9630) prior to the insertion of airborne troope. 4

During the prep fire ssveral secondary explosions wsre observed, The : '5

3 PRU troops were inserted at 0930 and immediately ceme in contact E
n’: 4 with the enemy. Throughout the day and night the Swift boats \
X provided H and I fire and blocking force and received intermittent i 3,
g‘ A/W fire, At 2230 0V-10 aircraft arrived in the op area and the ' g
- PCF's provided targets and illumination. The Swift boats and PER's : 5{‘
\ were detached. the morning of 9 August following a prep of the area : ;
t ‘ for another troop insertion, PCF 103 received S/A fire hite .
i causing only minor damsge and slightly wounding a U.S. sailor.’ i

The LHFT and PRU troops killed 55 Viat Cong and captured numerous

sl

2,

wespons, azmwunition , and document
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E . On the morning of 7 August PCFts 32, 59, and 102 entered the
o Song Lang Muoc, Rach Sau, Song Ba Dong and Hach Can Ban in Virh

1 Binh Province taking targets of opportunity under fire about 25

miles southeast of Phu Vinh (XR 7372). The probe of the canals

was unopposed and targets consisted of sampans,bunkers, trench lines

predensim: ) U R e L EE0

Rt e LI PR IWIV I P

TS

TR

and small villages. The operation netted 15 water aaft,and two

structures destroyed, ten bunkers, two structures damaged and 70 ft

A

E—— .
. ANy

of trench line caved in.
In the early wmorning hours of 15 aAugust, PCF's 37 and 100

i

]
2

L

with 20 PRU's from Huong My moved in for insertion about six niles

north of Phu Vinh (XS 470082), While the PrU's swept their objective

; area the Swift boats provided cover, Although there was no gun

damage assessraent reported for the PCR's the PRU’s killed 10 Viet Cong
There were no friendly

e

A L T R

=y g,

P R IR T

and captured one VC with several documents,

casualties, .
The PT MARONE (USCG WPB) and PT PARTRIDGE {USCG WFB) supported

by OV-10 aircraft, took targets of opportunity under fire along the
Song Ganh Hao about 35 miles northeast of the SEA FLOAT M)STB (WQ

ﬁ L6L,960) on the morning of 29 August, Firing st a range of 10-1500
yards, the ¥PB's gnd 0V-10's achieved maximm results, Ths Bronco

A0 r > - -
e[, o J’J:'l ) I O

-
Rtand ¢l
]

airstrikes resulted in four structures and eight sampans destroyed,
thres structures damaged and one large sesondary explosiox, The WPB's

R e =

/A

b
'

Xi
6

:;{ destroyed 61 sampins, five structures and hoarily desaged. 60 *
Lf structurez, Oue Coast Guardsman wes slightly woumded by a weapon mal-
E? ] function while sneny casualtiss are unknown, i
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3 COFFIBEATAL
.j COASTAL SIRVEILLANCE FCRCE SUMMARY |
i Routine operations continued for Market Time and Stable Door :
" forces du;ring August. The weather wms generally good and did not effect ;
: surveillance operestions during the month, Merket Time units retained '
:1 patrol responsiti "ty in the Ceme Jarden area of operation for the
:‘1 lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers during the entire month, detecting
> over 5,000 watercraft, inspecting 2,322 and boarding another 2,233, T
3 There were four craft detained and 15 persons detained while seven 5 i \
:_ eraft evaded, Task Force 115 surveillance units detected 142,484 craft ! ’
>/ in their patrol areas nlong the coast and in the harbors of the ,_._j

Republic of Vietnam,  total of 47,936 were inspected and another
24,331 were boarded. As a rosult of these chiascks, 280 craft and 1,734

R —
-

peresons were detained for violation of restricted areas, possession of

contraband, improper personal or craft papers, and other suspicious ‘ 1

activities, There were also 59 Viet Cong suspects detainsd.

g A
Py
P

. Esemy initiated activity remained at a reletively low level during

)

August, the same as the previous month., Although there were intelligence ‘ “
reports citing several significant dates for possible enemy offensive
action there were no major engagements. Thers was a marked improve-
ment in enemy weaponry and markmanship as 75z recoilleas rifles were
used against Sea Tiger forces in the [ Irst Coestal Zone and haavy
concentrations of clayrmores and RPG were used against the MSF and
"Swift" boats in the Sea Float area of operations., The enexy was hard

to f£ind and his generel tactics were to cause as much dammge &s possidle
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with the least expenditure of personnel., The general indications at
month?s ezd were that the VC/3VA are poving out of the III Corps
Tactical Zone and into the IV Corps Tactical Zone. There were no

Jnown infiltration attempts of men or supplies by sea during the nonth.

LAl i

Task Force 115 units continued to provide neval gunfire and

A

blocking petrols in support of friendly ground operations along the coast

Laaas

Z

and in the rivers and cansls. During August one Navyman, two U.CG men
and one VIX were killed and 14 U.S. sailors, three UsCG's, two VNN's,

FRVIELTVIN, POCT

11 }UP's and one U.S. soldier wounded in combined operations, Enemy
; losses weve 107 confirmed killed, the highest total to date, 42 probably

kiljed, 21 wounded and nine captured,

E On 5 August, CDR Pauvl A, Yost, USCG, relieved CDR Paul P Comnolly,
USH, as Third Coastal Zone Advisor end CTG 115.3.

#l wi'wil el \:;\ ) Sl
-

é “ty 't.:(
‘ . ','r‘,
@ [

F-

i
‘

. .
O\
FURRY
SR 2%
TR AN e
RS T
<t N
VRN .
AR

]

LI

-

A
LT RYIVE

|




[ PR RS, ¢ Te Tatal Ta " - oad - - - . - L ol S el i - P N
}\‘ . atla . s R A AN L ARk o b P S A ol i R R S Tl FaF T e e da oS Feel RIS FISTI R/ N " AT T TN

A AL AL PRt a4 b i O T T I T L T T P L TR ey

LIFTSITTAL

CONFIDENTIAL

OPSLATICN MARKET TIME

During August there were 614 naval gunfire support, 3EA LORDS,

| SIS

SE: FLOAT and SEi TIGER missions conducted, approximately 100 less

KLY SRR C ANl b h R Sttty
. * ‘ .

f: ¢ than in July, Gun damage assessmen‘i’. on these missions vas 35.3
'\“.:-‘:' )
E-:":-, percent, up from 31.5 percent for July and comparable to the high of
:::~ 42.3 percent in May 1969, with the following results being attained: «
N 3 149 Viet Cong killed (107 body count, 42 probable).

e E _ 21 Viet Cong voundeds

!'“-..' 4 ] {
2 - 4 9 Viet Cong captured.

: 228 Junks/Sampans destroyed.

3 . 732 Structures/bunkers destroyed.

A
s ; 20 Junks/Sampans demeged.
:' /23 Structures/tunkers damaged.
.
] i There were 15 incidents of evading craft and persommsl

] ‘ reported and taken under fire resulting in 18 watercraft destroyed

]
E and 13 VC killed (9body count, 4 probable), one VG wounded and two
’ :i Ve captured,
s 3
1 Surveillance operations resulted in the detectlon of 76,255 water-

3 ; craft., Of these 40,254 were inspected and another 17,974 were boarded.
Detection of steel hulled vessels in Market Time areas totalled 669

with 511 being inspected and another 28 boarded and deterrined to be

) 3 non~suspicious.
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 Swift boats conducting Operations SZi FLOaT and 324 LIS river
and canal incursiecns (%harket T$me Raiders) in the III and IV CTZ
continued to score heavily against the enany with 88 multi-craft missions

- being conducted during August. In addition, when the Swift boats in

o
N the IV CT% were not engaged in SEA LORDS missions they were involved in
» the 3ii FLOMT/TRAN HUNG DAO IIT PYSOPS carpaign in the lover Ca Mam

-l @l

j Ferinsula., These operations are discussed under Market Time Raiders

o in the Operation SEA LORDS summary and Operation SEA FLOAT summary.
f:::: 3 SEAL units attached to Task Force 115 contimmed routine operation i
. T during August, prirarily in the IV CTZ in support of Operation SEA !
FLGAT, § |
} :
Surfline operations continued in Avgust in Aveas 1, 4 and 6. S
: There were no significant events reported,
. {
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TI:ST COASTAL 2083

Heather remained excellent in areas 1 znd 2 of the First Crastel
Zone during the entire month of August, Thare were 21,306 detections
of watercraft by patrol mmits, not including detections by Vietnamess
Navy units assigned to the First Coastal Zooe, Of these craft, 3,148
were inspected and another 6,710 were boarded. There wers 42 craft
detained and 294 persons detained for violation of restricted aress,
improper personal or craft papers and curfew violations.

First Coastal Zone patrols carried out more than 170 naval gun-
fire missions during August. Of these, 90 were SEA TIGER misaions
or patrols with 48 reporting mo gun damage essesmment dus to darkness,
heavy foliage or no troops availabls to sueen the ares,

A SEA TIGER mission was condusted near the mouth of the Truomg
Giang River (BY 158536) on the worning of 2 Auvgust with UDT 13, Det H,
E® Team 70 and Duffel Bog Tean (CTE 115.1.5.1) embarked in PCFts 15
and 39 while the security force, RAG-32 wers embarkel 4n Coestal
Group 14 junks, The operation commenced witk helo gunships prepping
the area and was follmred by ths insertion cf the securily force and
the E®, UDT and Duffel Bag Teams. The groma forces swept to the
south destroying major bunker camplexss as gpotted by an 0=
observation aireraft. One bunker was destzoyed with two VO inside
after they could not be convinsed to coms out. A s2all amount of
fresh food and cooking utensils were found axd desiroyed. The
Duffel Bag Team implanted a sensor field alceg a imovm VO infiltration
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:‘ point. Also destroyed :e-e 20 mcjor bunker complexss, one claymore ' :
1 nine end two fishing nets. There were no friendly casumalties while ; '
: ) two ¥C were probebly killsd, i |
- i i
) On the night of 6 ingust POF 75 and POF 79, while on normal SEA §
’ TIGES petrol established = night observation/uaterborne guardpost on ,

the Truong Giang River stcut 15 miles southeast of Damang (ST 168544). '

Shortly after the post wzs established four VC trying to sneak up on

PCF 75 were taken under ire and probably killed, Heavy i/W fire was
then received and suppressed as the Swift bostsexited to the north- ' :]‘

east. After reversing course, the FCF's sighted six VC in wiform =nd ;
tock then under fire while heavy enemy A/ and S/A fire was again ;
received and quickly suprressed. The FCF's then cleared the area ;
safely with only minor matarial demage, There were no friendly
casualties whils seven VG were killed (2 body comt, 5 probable). i‘
FCF's 75 and 79, BB Teem 70, WDT 13 Det H, CG-14, RAG 32 and ; *
helo gunships participated in a SEA TIGER mission on 7 August to i
conduct & sweep of the eestern tip of leng Dong Island and a smeller f ;z
island to east about 14 miles south-southeast of Danang (BT 170539/ ’ '
BT 159537). The E(D and TUT Teans wers inserted on the amall island
and they destroyed seversl bunkers without any enexy opposition. f
They wers then extracted 2ad reinserted along with ths CG-1/ security ' i
force an the eastern tip cf leng Dong Island, The security force : E
svept to the west and provided a blocking line while the ECD and UDT H
Te=rs destroyed thumkers axt wvarious fishing equipment. The ground ’ \]
1 AREETITRTIAL -
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forces were extracted at 15008 without incident. There were no
friendly casuslties vhile tuo VO were probably killed. The day oo
operztion netted 54 bunkers, two structures and mmerous fishing

3 veirs, traps and nets destroyed.

ot e AR £ AP AW AR R TR et sl ) 8t ana ¢

Zerly on the morning of 20 August FCF 61 responded to a request
from 2a AC-119 aircraft for a SiR operation for a reported douned
airczeft about 33 miles southeast of Danang (BT 58,8). A systamatic

el

searck of the area and :_;uestioning of Vietnamose civilians fishing in
the 2rea failed to reveal any trace of the aircrafi and the aissiom
was terminated.

2vd ksl Setaides ond ek

A SFA TIGER mission cormenced at Doom on 22 August vhen PCFig
39 2nd 65 inserted an EOD, UDT and VKN landing Teams about 16 miles-
southeast of Danang on lang Dong Island {BT 168542). Ths VEX landing _
tean swvept the area vhile the ECD and UDT Teans conducted deach ‘
| recamaiseance and fired at targets spotted by a halicopter gunship, :
The ToT and EQD Tesns were extracted while the VN Team esteblishad o

N L T e L L ]

Mo 4 o b vaind

night cbservation post. One VG ualked into ths observaticn poet at

(PSSP

1800 2nrd wes killed. The tean then withdrew to the north and vere

extrecteds The af'terncon operation resulted ia 18 twmkers, 14 structures,
two scmpans and a fishing trap destroyed, and one M-16 rifle axd 50
pownds of rice captured. ITwo large fires wsye ignitsd and thers wers

no friendly casualties.

While on normal SEA TIGER patrol of the Truong Giang River on
23 kugust, FCF 39 and PCF 65 tock targets of opportunity undsr fire

”!ﬂfﬂﬂil
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adout 18 miles southeast of Damang (BT 161518). The "Swift" boats

accomted for 20 watercraft and two structures destroyed and three

bunkers daraged. There were no friendly casualties while enemy

casualties are uninown.

On the morning of 27 August a SEA TIGEM mission was conducted
utilizirg PCF's 15 and 101, DT 120et H,an 20D aud, Duffel Bag Team

and a VNN Landing Team with helo gunships providing air cover. The

NR Landing Team was inserted on lang Dong island about 16 miles

south-southeast east of Danang (BT 143531) to establish a security

perineter, The EWD, UDT and Duffel Bag Teams were then inserted and

destroyed bunker complexes along the shoreline while the Duffel Bag

Team implanted sensors. The troops were then extracted and reinserted

about one mile to the southeast to allow Duffel Bag personnel %o

perforn mzintenance on a sensor string implanted on a previocus opera-

e s e i e s YA s # e Mt

.

; tion. The troops wers then extracted without incident while the helo ;
’ gunships returned to the first location and took uniformed VC under
*E i fire killing nine (7 body count, 2 probable), The return of closs 1
‘ i support aireraft to an AO shortly after the depsriure of friendly !
: J forces proved to be a lucrative tactic and will be used in the future.
::! i The morning operation resulted in the destruction of 61 bunkers, :
,» four structures, four fishing weirs, four fishing traps, onc 250- :
‘,_:- pound borb and mmerous food supplies and utensils, In addition, :
i ] : there were two large secondary explosions. There wero no friendly I
;! 4 ) casmalties, ‘
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On the afterncon of 30 August, the PT DUME (USCG WFB) responded

e

to a U.S. Army request for an emergency gunfire sup'yort nission on -
bunkcrs and people on the beach about 10 miles southeast of Quang

} i 2t

y

an %"T“

Kz (B3 763503). The mission was cleared by the Sector Advisor

from No Duc and spotted by the Army. There were no friendly :
casualties while three Viet Cong were killed (body count). In i

v
FURIRAS T SR SR o T 2

e AV RSt d B ini i ' 2w RIS

. addition, 11 structures and eight watercraft were destroied and

A

tvo himkers heavily damaged.
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ST COASTAL ZONE

A. Sea Tiger - 2 Aug

B. Sea Tiger ~ 6 Aug

C. Sea Tiger - 7 Aug

D. SAR - 20 Aug

E. Sea Tiger - 22 Aug

F. Sea Tiger - 23 aAug

G. Sea Tiger - 27 Aug

H. PT DUIIE NGFS - 30 Aug

; {1~ Coessal Surveillance Center
i X - Hostile Fire/Evasion Incide

TPt e

- s ot o

p # - SAR/MEDEVAC Incident
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: SECOND COASTAL ZOME i
'
;; Good weather prevziled throughout August in the Second Coastal :
% :
E, " Zone as patrol mits dstected a total of 41,919 watercraft., Of
E ‘ these, 24,649 were inssected and another 6,656 were boarded while
? E : five craft evaded. Tcere were 42 craft and 256 persons detained for ’
C. 4 i lack of or faulty in3extification papers, curfew or restricted zone
- k 4 violations, draft dodger, incorrect or faulty manifests and possession ’
( 3 of contraband,
h E There were 81 navel gunfire missions wported in the Second
: Coastal Zone during Zngust with a minimm anount of gun damage assess- |
[ : ment reported. On the night of 15 August, BCP 47, vhile on normal
3 ; Market Time patrol, recoived information of known VC coastal transit %
: ' routes frou the Tuy Foong Intelligence Officer, The Swift boat :
1 proceeded to a point about five miles northeast of Tuy Phong (BN 5647), f
i shut down its englns exd established a surveillsnce position close :
: ] . to the beachs, Shortly a craft was detected on radar and later captured, g
N ] resulting in four persns being detained. One offered 2,500 piasters ‘
-q for their release, A later report from the Tuy Faong Intelligence ;
g: ] Officer stated that cme detainse was the Binh Hei District Head VC
ux Recruiting Officer and the other three detainess had just been recruited, !
L‘ ' On the morning of 19 August, the PT HUDSON while on mormal Market
; Timo patrol condusted a gunfire support mission on a fortified VG . !
E ; 4 village about 20 milss southeast of Quang Nga (BS 8244). The mission
*i ! , CGIFETIAL 16 |
- i
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was requested, cleared and spotted by an Army zunfire liaison officer
in an observation aircraft. The spotter reported good coverags of
the target area with the following damage reported: two bunkers

v o

destroyed and three bunkers damaged; four structures destroyed and
eight structures heavily damaged,

From 19 to 21 August, Market Time PCF's provided gunfire support,
4 iumination and acted as a blocking force in suoport of Korean forces
in a combined operation. The objective of the ROK sweep was the Viet

Cong Secret Base 19 located about nine miles northeast of Fhan Rang

LU IR R

(BN 9484). Although there was no gun damage assessment reported for

the "Swift" boats, the ROK forces killed 81 Viet Cong and captured ]
45 individual vespons, seven crew served weapons, 100 hand gremades, ' i
four bangalore torpedoes, 38 documents and various food, uniforms and
small amms ammmitica. There wers no friendly casuslties reported.

j FCF's 11, 23 and 91 and IUWG 1 - Det 3 ekimmers provided a water-
1 borne blocking force for the ROK Capital (Tiger) Division from 23 to
26 August in the vicinity of Qui Nhon (CR 06.25.). The results of the

T L LA

ROK sveep were 51 VC killed and two VC captured. In addition, 26

ILE R W

§ individual weapons, one crew served weapon and various documents were
captured. The ROK forces suffered seven killed ani eight wounded.
The operation was considered extremely aucce.saml as battalion size
operations had not previously been conducted in this area. The

Ao i 2ioch b B Mool Lo Sk

blocking force was vary effective, preventing all eacape by sea,
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vas requested and spotted by the ROK Capital Infantry Division.

results of the mission were one bunker destroyed, 200 meters of

LRy
SRS

supply route interdicted, a base camp completely destroyed, and two

large secondary fires started.
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OPERATIONS IN THE
SECOND COASTAL ZONE
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Surveillance operations in the Third Coestal Zone reflected Z;

. . P:’

an increase in indigenous coastal traffic with 6,923 detections of ;
-3

watercraft during August. Patrol effectliveness remained high with .

3,473 inspections and 2,130 boardings of detected craft. There

were no incidents of evading craft along toe coast, vhile 14 craft ‘

and 117 persons were detained, In addition, Swift boats patrolling :
the lower Bassac and Co Chien Rivers detectsd 5,016 craft and of %
: these 2,322 were inspected and 2,233 were boarded resulting in fowr \.j
Ei:? ; craft and 15 persons being detained, Seven eraft attempted to evade :. %‘
: l on the Bessac River. i j
; ' @
: There were 160 naval gunfire support rlssions conducted during : “:'_
; August in response to requests for nuval gumfire support, targets of i }
-

v,

A

oppertunity, HxI or in pre-plamned river ani canal incursions. These

¥

i

- H missions accounted for 42 enemy killed (30 body count, 12 probable), , %
, six wounded and two caphmea. In addition, there were 137 structures g E:.Ej
:j f and 61 watercraft destroyed and another 248 structures and 4 craft ‘ c“"::
,,! ; heavily danaged and 10 lerge secondary explosions. : g
- - =
2 On the afternoon of 1 August, the PT JaROi& (USCG .FB) fired ‘
- ’ ; on two VC-occupied villages at the mouth of the Bassac River about a
f-i ; 45 miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 435 615 and XR 440 615). The . ;_.;

) ,‘ nissicns had gector clearance and were spotted by an Army observer. { 5-.-

The afternocn operation resulted in six structures destroyed and
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1> heavily damaged with three large firas fgnited. There were no ‘
.‘, friendly casuslties and enemy casualties are unkmown. g
m. - Y agein on 3 iugust, the PT LROKS scored heavily an two more VC E
i i hanlets atouv 47 miles southeast of Cen Tho (X& 442610 and X3 439609).
is 3 Firing at a renge of less than 2,000 yards the FB destroyed seven
i structures and demaged 16 more and ipgnited thres fires.
] POF's 28 and 92 and two Coastel Group junks inserted 100 Reglonal
::E: Force troops from Long Fhu g‘bo{xt 30 miles southeast of Can Tho
:: : (& 236 743) on the mox:ning of 4 Aiugust, i'he Swift boats and Coastal
.-‘: 3 Grour units stood by to provide fire support and act as a blocking
; k force, Prior to completion of the operztion PCF's 60 and 11 relleved
i PCF's 76 end 92 on station. The RF troops completed their sweep and
vere exiracted at noon having captured 11 Viet Cong. There was no
] i pgun damage assessment for this operation and there were no friendly
i:.ﬁ_-_, casualties,
-2 .
N : .
-'. j Early on the moraing of 6 August, FCF 11 picked up a Long Phmu
' PRU platoon and a long Phm Hatfcnal Police platoon for a ground sweep
E‘-! of & suspected VO FOJ camp located about 36 miles southeast of Can Tho
: - X2 356 630) on the Bassac River. The troops made a covert landing
at 053C, utilizing two junks that were towed to the area by the Swift
:. ) boats Two hours later the troops wers extracted when they were unable
:- ' _ to locate the POW camp; however, they captured cne Viet Cong and six
E: [ 4 guerrillas, There were no friendly cammlties.
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- j Cn 17 ané 13 suzust the USCGS SPINGER (HX %) in two missicns ;

3 accounted for tkree VO killed (bedy count}, one tunker destroyed, six ;
3 bunkers danaged, 20 structures destroyed, 24 strictures dansged, four §
. " secondary fircs and one YC base camp complet:ly destroyed. The missions %
s E :
) vere reguested and cleared by the IV Corps avel Gunfire Liajson Officer ’
by H
(¥GLG) fro: Cen Tho and were spotted by the IV Corps spotter from Tra {

4

3 ' Vinh. The tergetz were located in the vicinity of XR 689 633 about

25 miles southeast of Phu Vinh,

] The F7 IAPONE conducted a Naval Gunfire Stpport mission on the
evening of 18 August on a Viet Cong occupied village about 46 miles

southeast of Can Tho on the Bassac River (XR 445 615). The mission
was fired with sector clearance and no friendlies in the area. The
WFB accounted for eight structures demaged, fiwve structures destroyed

SUTY N

and one secondary fire,

P ety A R e AV Y Ay deia s &

! i
’&"..: E On the morning of 22 August, FCF 17 escorted four Coastal Group : :
3:::. f 36 (CG 36) craft with troops embarked into a caral off the Bassas ,
::": 3 j River about 4C miles southeast of Can Tho (XR 355 615). The troops i
:_.: ¥ vere inserted as part of a corbined amphibious heliborne asssult vhile
: j the Swift boat stood by for fire support. The senior advisor from :
:\' 1 Long Fhu reguested and spotted a gunfire support mission at a suspected i
:‘“ VC concentration. The troops were extracted about noon and exited )
g:}::. the canal without incident. The troops captured one VC and detained
10 VC suspects, The FCF destroyed two structures. Enery casualties )
i 4; are unknown; however, VC were confirmed as beirz in the impact area. :
..:!j : i There were no friendly casualties, : l
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On 26 iugust PCF 95 was hailed while passing the LsCO :
PhLINTAAR Y-45 in the Bassac River about 45 miles southeast of Can 3
Tho, The ship, of Philippine registry, was en route Vinh long to :
Long Xuyen and then to UsS HUNTZEDON CCUNTY (LST 838) at Chau Doc. :

The Philipnine ship had sustained a B-40 rocket hit in the pilot
house killing the first officer and a secaman and wounding the 2nd ;
Officer. The wounded men was given first aid and medevaced by
DUST-OFF Jelo to ﬁe 29th Evecuation Hospital at Binh Tuy. The
Svwift boat then passed through the area of the sapper attack without

On the evening of 29 August, PCF 64 was called on to serve as
a blockirg force for the 14th Regiment of the 9th ARVN Division for
an opereticn already in progress about 25 miles southeast of Can Tho
(XR 189 €16). The Swift boat patrolled the adjacent area and served
as a commications relay station, The PCF did not detect any evading
craft and was not called on for fire support. The ground troops killed

LR

seven VC, captured two VC suspects and liberated 17 civilian pfisoners.

In additicn, air support for the operation killed another sevea VC,
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{ OPATIUN SEn FLUAT/TRAN HUNG 040 IIX i
5 P
~ : :
S X Operation SEA FLOAT/TRaM HUNG DAO I1f in the second full gonth ‘
« : E of it's existence enjoyed the same success as during the month of ! ;
- ¥ g s ]
7B 3 July. There were over 60 SEA FLOAT missions conducted during August C |
Y F:' 3 . .
¢ utilizing from two to seven PCF's and supported by a PG, SEAL, E(D, N
- 'j - %
4 f and UDT Teams, Seawolves, Slicks, and OV-10 aircraft. The SEA FIOAT ¢
2 3 ‘ - missions were designed to maximize damage to known or suspected g
k- t- h . 4
1B enemy base areas, secret zone, and extortion stations, The Swift i
- : boats conducted day and night psyops patrols along the waterways '
L | : 1
-} t 5
L F ] of the SEA FLOAT operating area. In those areas inaccessable to i h
2 > the Swifts , psyops missions were carried out by airborne units, i ;
H ; §
P Y % In addition the PCP's inserted SEALS,EOD, UDT, and MSF troope, i !
¥ ! . K
:‘: : provided waterborne guardposts, blocking forces, an? cscort service ; :
< 1] ]
‘L : for logiatics craft along the Bo De and Cua Lon Rivers and adjacent _ K
e 7 i J
: : canals, The six to ten Swiftboats assignsd to SEAFLGAT also : i
. participated in SEALORDS missions in aress adjacent to the SEA : 3
:: : FLOAT AQ, In addition, the ¥obile Advsnce Tactical Support Base, : S
:: 2 PCP's and the PG conducted nightly H and I fire duting the month ! a
- £ i ! %
{ of August into known VC base camps and extortion areas. (Psycho- = \
- logical operations aspects of Seafloat are discussed in Psyops) :j
L : On 1 August, the first MSF troops arrived at SEA FLOAT by X
- :1 -
C-177 helicopter. On 15 August these troops departed and were __
i 3
‘ replaced with 228 MSF troops including a combat recon platoon. !
5 i The USS GALLUP (PG 85) arrived SEA FLOAT on 18 August and assumed “
_': E : the PG duties. ; u
T . 3 ‘<
;. . . i -
) i The Vietnemess Navy on 23 August proceeded to Pt. Poxtrot i
: : i
gl : (VQ088720) and eptablished the SEA FLOAT Annex, consisting of : R
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E a VNN iSIL H(327, 7NN LSM(H) #QiO1, KCS, VNN POLAAH Team and VMN reaction

sy

2 ) force. The units remained on station all day making the Sca FLOAT
F Annex an all VN psyops effort for' the first time.

Training for the second 1F 115 SE\ FLOAT team commenced on
4, August and topics include two days of Duffel Bag indoctrination,
first aid training, weapons training, S3A PLOAT mission, personal

response, psychological warfare, PCF and SEAL operations.

e aharbanad

The number of Kit Carson Scouts(KCS) aboard SEA PLOAT will
be maintained at the current level of 15 although a total of 50
are authorized and will be available depending on the needs of
SEA FLOAT and the status of the Old Nem Can settlement, The KCS

have been employed in a variety of jobs since arriving at SEA FLOAT. |
These include:

PrEY P

Intelligence: four had operated with the VC in the SEA FLOAT AO

A
l’.'ll

and provided operational intelligence supporte

Ul

il

Reconnaisance: three to five had been exployed on a daily

7
I

Sl b

Lo
PR PR T N |

basis to conduct periodic sweeps of the iemediate area and to check
for booby traps.

Population/fiesources Control: used at both SEA FLOAT and SEA

YTV

Flo Annex to inspect sampans and evaluate VC suspects. |

LML

Combat Patrols: Operated with SEAL's and on five operations
have ld1led eight VC.

n 0 2
T,
rHh @
-

FaR

Intero gation: The older and more experienced XCS have effect-

Pt il
P
»

ively interrogated and interviewed PON's and ustainees,

" g

T e

Psyops ¢ KCS have circulated among visitors on an informal
3 basis and participated esthusiastically in the psyops progrea,
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Tapes have been prenared to be played by PCP's and helos drawing
on their knowledge of local conditions and VC vulnerabilities in
the region.

The KCS have shown themselves to be well disciplined, aggressive
ani ezger for contact.

5zZAL units attached to SsA FLOAT (CIG 115.7) were active during
the month of August. Operations included setting up observation/
1istening posts, interdiction of VC supply routes and extortion sites,
niZt probes along possible VC supply/infiltration routes, combat
and combat recon patrois,locating and taking prisoners and reacting to
NiiJ's intelligence reports on VC activity in the SEA FLOAT 4O,

Commander T.R.H. Emery, USN,relieved Commander Paul A. Yost,

USCS as commander of SEA FLOAT (CTG 115,7) on 1 August.

n 3 august a CQ{PHIPTRAPAC representative and the NAVFORV
Base Defense Officer visited SEA FLOAT for briefings and discussion
on the defense of the SEA FLOAT complex.

Comiander Task Force 115, CRZLANSHIPRON NINE, the NAVFORV
Commmnication and Psyops Officers visited SEA FLOAT on 5 August
for triefings and an update on SEA FLOAT operations and problem
arezs,

Cn 10 August the Deputy IV Corps Commander, Major General R,
welterill, U.S, Amy received a briefing and tour,

The Vietramese Fevy Chief of Naval Operations, Commodore Tran
Vau &&on and party in company with the An Xuyen and Bac Lieu Sector
edvisors and assistants received briefings and tours of SEi FLGWT

on 22 aygust,
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- e::', 1 ] Un 6 August, Harket Time units conducted a mission utilizing . §
-\ ” 4 105 MSF troops for ground sweeps west of the Rach fsi Mhap about §
\- 5’ N ': ) . four miles northeast of the SEA FLOAT MASTB (WQ 045693). The troops %
{’ ﬁ ' ° were inserted by PCF's 35 and 96, The initial 35 troops swept to the :
_ i ! nortk while 70 troops inserted in the Hech Cai Nhap moved west, PCF's Y {
k. E : 31 and 45 were called in to provide gunfire support for the 35 troops :
L: P' who had made contact with the enemy, when the enexy fire had been i
il suppressed the two MSF groups Joined and swept east to the Rach Cai :
‘.. ; Nhap destroying a VC village containing fifty multi-room structures :}1
‘ and adjoining bunkers. The village was devoid of people,weapons and ;1
' documents and indications were that the entire populace had departed i
_. ‘ § approximately twelve hours earlier. The day operation resulted in
.‘t : 50 structures, 50 bunkers, and eight craft destroyed. Ihere were no ‘:*]
- friendly casualties. ‘ ;’
- t Based on intelligence obtained from the SEA FLUAT Haval Intelligence %
S: ; Liaison Officer (NILO) and a SEA FLOAT Kit Carson Scout, SBAL team Det. j
ij ‘ Golf departed SEA FLOAT aboard PCF 9l at 0800 on 8 August to interdict *
it ' a VC extortionist station along the Cai Nhap Canal in An Xuyen Province. i
:__:9 : - At 1030 the SEAL's were transfered to a VN junk and first proceeded t
5: north on the Cai Nhap Canal with negative contact. The SzAl's were -:.
‘* then inserted and patrolled north toward the place where the ex- :
_: tortionist was last reported and arrived at 1415 and found a hooch; i
,f' } however, it had been abandoned. At 1440 a sampan with four occupants was :d
8 sighted approaching the area and attempted to evade, After warning (2\
E shots were fired two of these were killed while one escaped into the é
E treeline, One femls was recovered from the water and detained. ;
3 : 59 CONFIDEXTIAL 1
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after destroying the hooch the SEAL's were extracted by a Seawolf. ; |
Miscellaneous documents and photos and a small amount of amm;mition - .
were captured and one sazpan and motor destroyed. Interrogation . i
of the detainee indicated that she hsd worked for the VC as a messag ) !
) 4 passer and that the three men were confirmed VC. .
On 9 August, a S3is FLOAT mission was conducted with seven PCFt!s,
: Us3 Gallup (PG 85) USS Asheville(PG 84), EOD and UDT 13 Det. Golf,.
: MSF troops and Seawolves participating., The operation commenced with
' the Swift boats inserting the troops on the Rach 8a Than (WGO55680)
an2 Rach Buong (W, 070682) about five miles east of SEAFLUAT for 5
- sweeps south. [During a day of frequent contact PCF elements were i
artushed on five separate occaz;ions with rockets, S/A fire and a mine ‘
; ; resulting in PCF's 5, 40,and 31 receiving minor damsge. One U.S.
! 5 sailor and three MSF troops were wounded. The ground troops later swept :
o h E tte ambush areas and captured 53 booby traps, two large charges, 60 ‘
;:::t: Japanese knee mortar grenades, and three hundred rounds of ammnition.
T: Ten bunkers, three structures, and one barricade were destroyed and
::’.j 'E two VC were killed, :
:&: ’ On 11 Auguet, PCP's inserted MSF troops, UDT and EOD personnel
in the area west of the Cai Nhap Canal about six miles northeast
’* 1 , of Sea Float (WQ 028710), The troops swept west to a VC village
:_‘: A ‘ taidng 11 detainees and firing on four escaping VC. During an assault
é g on 3 bunker a woman and a child were killed. Sweeping further west -
::_ the MSF troops detained L0 additional persons,
‘e i CUTTTRE TIAT 60
S
:
N 3 .
Y - . -
o
o
AN
e e T . N e . N T T e L Lt et e e Tt it s e e v w o~ .
SRR e e e e e e e e R N




R I e A T T L N T R TR .,..,A.ad.iq:zﬂ.?..:1..5:....qw... e R B L ) H:..".\.ih.m..:dﬁ._.ﬁ\u«..iw.d.wﬂkuﬁﬂr....»u«aw: w.muwﬂﬂﬁ.”mmmww.ﬂﬂﬂwﬂ%mﬁad.ﬁ.:i [EeTtes
D] Py LR ALY EE A RO P AL A
) * . . ' m...4 ‘e N AL .rwu.qw_. o] Y
R ey i = L, o
Son Lo bbtih ‘ U " et Ao PP %, S IOW PR LTI ) o % ORI D ST W Trgd IR e TR Eg ML SUITRELI COPE WL SPRE

A aflaNak -

A

T NS,
AN
A

o

i

oo,

&

N VT

Naad o7,

[ S ]

Wy

WL Lo

Na RV A

. 2 Y I S IPE P
n.,:. v QI AV e g S Hoeagat o' gl o Fo0 AT
TN RGE PR i T3 i T P

- R TR IEFY

WS WL AL P L W T W

=,

T

AR RS : '
AR T S e Sl ‘ C e,
: sl . 4 " e [y

LAR A,

W
PGt e VAT PE Y




Six JC were killed and one VC wounded, 13 a@ans and three
structures were destroyed and four sampans damaged during the sweaps.
The MSF and EOD captured 750 pages of documents, one Russian bolt
action carbine, three CHICOM claymore mines and three CHICOM
grenades, At 2000 the PCF's inserted 15 MSF's on the east bank
of the Cai Nhap Canal to remain as a night observation post
while the remainder of the troops and the detainees returned to Ska
FLOAT. The troops on the night observation post accounted for
five VC killed and one VC wounded, and captured one fussian carbine
and three CHICUM grenades, seven CHICOM claymore mines and 10
kilos of documents, The documents indicated that one of the VC
killed was a high ranking political cadre, Thers were no friendly
casualties in this operation.

At noon on 13 August, two Seawolves on a reconnaissance flight
spotted three VC in a bunkar complex west of Cai Nhap -Canal
(WQ 075755). With sector clearance air strikes were put in the area.
MSF troops were scrambled and inserted by PCP's and captured two
pounds of documents, one CHIC(H grenade, and ons CHICOM claymore
mine, The Seawolves destroyed six sampans, five bunkers and 25
structurcs while killing two Viet Cong. There were no friendly
casualties,

On the afternoon of 16 hugust, three SEAL's and two Xit
Carson Scouts departed SEA FLOAT aboard PCF's 52 and 62 to
locate and take prisoners from & Viet Cong Indoctrination Center
and from Lo Cal VC hamlet locatad about six miles northeast of
SEA FLOAT. The SEAL's were transferred to a sampan and travelled

north on the Cai Nhap Canal and were inserted in the vicinity of

CCIFIDETIAL 62
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the ¥C Indoctrination Center. They patrolled 700 nmeters to &

i

g : hooch and searched it with negative resvlts, Upon arriving at ' :_
: : . the south end of Lo Cal hamlet five males were observed running ; E:-
X ’ T3 into the treeline. In the ensuing battle, two VC were kilied and 2!
E\;;;‘r one captured. After the fire was suppressed the patrol moved 5}
EE‘{‘ & into the treeline and destroyed two camouflaged sarpens with EL ¢
,’il: rotors and 10 kilos of rice., The patrol then returned to the i.
;\% Cai Nhap and were extracted, Interrogation of the detaince \::
;\‘“ ‘ indicated that he had served as @ VC guerrilla and he provided :1
:{ information concerning VC plans and meeting places which will dbe (:‘:Z
& 3 used for future operations, ‘f_"ﬁ
o _ On the night of 15 August, three SEAL's and three Kit ﬂg
] Carson Scouts (KCS) departed SEA FLOAT aboard two PCF's to . "ﬁ
4 conduct a 12 hour interdiction post of a VC supply route "";3

about six miles west of SEA FLOAT (VQ 98466L). At 2045 the teanm

% _*
o 1
!«{

embarked on a skimuer for insertion; howsver while enroute to

-
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talurad s nd

3,
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'
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the area they heard four shots and observed a large unlighted

b

:

4

Junk, approximately the size of a PCF approaching four other

r

K

lighted junks. It was determined by the KCS that the large
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Junk was operated by VC who were making clsims on the lighted

%

v
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¢ A d
Gadil

Jjunks, As the VC Junk pulled away with the two sampans in tow

it was taken urder skimier fire with IAW rockets, M-~79 grenade
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e
e
3 4
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¥
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lounchers and M-60 machine guns. The junk returned the fire

A

P

but this wan suppressed quickly. At 2320 the team depsrted the
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; area, boarded the PCP's and were returned to SEA FLOAT. There
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were no friendly casuslties while five VC were idlled and 3
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9 ; ﬁ wounded. Une large junk was severely damaged. %
i 1 On the morning of 20 August, PCF's 56, 35, and ¢ with 120 . 3
552 ESF troops enbarked, entered the Cai Nhap Canal and inserted 5
-in & 4 the troops at three locations along the bank about seven miles ]
:,_, i ; northeast of 584 FLOAT (Mg 055730), WQ 082748,¥GQ 081756). Two
‘! 3 ] Swift boats exited the canal while PCF's 36 and 56 established a
::'. :' 4 waterborne guard post for support of the troops. The troops 4
2 ‘ sweeping west made contact and received and suppressed 60mm mortar f f
5 : : and small arms fire and destroyed four bunkers, three structures :
- 1. and numerous: digging tools. The second group found several anti- % '
;% personnel mines and captured two VG suspects at a VC base camp and 2 ;
f detained 28 women and children. This group also received 60mn ; E
. 1 } mortar, small erms, and A/W fire. Troops and detainees then ‘ !
_.. t i moved back to the canal and all were extracted except 20 MSP , ;
E i’ ambush tx;oops who took up positions along the bank. &t 2045, é
;‘i 3 i the troops observed three sampans travelling north on the Rach { ;
F! ? Cai Nhap which stopred to pick up 3-4 persons 200 yaxds south é ‘
‘ ; of the HSF troop site. when the boats passed the azbush mite : {
:‘_ 1 they were illuminated and taken under fire at point blank . S
~"‘i f range; eight VC iere killed and the sampans destroyed, About ; §
» - 20 minutes later another sacpan with four males came to search for l
; the bodies, It was also taken under fire at point blank range '
- 3 and four VC were killed. The HSF troops wers then extracted and . .
:j ! 3 returred to SEA FLOAT, The operation resulted in 12 VC killed i’
:. : ; and 30 personnel detained. Four sampans, three structures, and :
E. ) ii four burkers were destroyed, One MSP troop was sligntly wounded :
% i L
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as the only friendly casualty. .
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. Seven PCP's conducted a SZi FLOAT mission on 25 august when

R

they inserted 115 MSF troops and UDT 13 Det GILF in two groups along

N AL AL I b AR e B NSt Wity

PErYs
.

the Rach Cai lihap about seven miles northeast of SEA FLUAT (WQ085732)

et
e ey

for a sweep to the west. The troops made contact with the enemy
on two occasions and Slicks and Seawolves were called in for air
strikes. The MSF troops established a night camp which came

under fire, Night air strikes were made by Seawolves and OV-10A's
. in the area around the camp. At first light on the 26 of August

the MSP broke camp and continued the sweep. The Swift boats

&
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4

embarked an additional 35 MSF troops to establish & northern
blocking force, but received B-40 and recoilless rifle fire froa ' ;
an ambush position on the Rach Cai Khap, The PCP's beached and

suppressed the enexy fire and then proceeded to insert the troopse

The troors uncovered many structures, bunkers, and food caches

which indicated that the area-was used as a VC base camp, The 3

Nemoam v Satanad Lowbrery,

troops were extracted on the afterncon of 26 August and were

returned to SEA FLOAT. The two day operation resulted in four

T Ve

VC killed and eight VC wounded., There were 48 bunkers and 39
structures destroyed along with 1,000 kilos of salt, 200 kilos

of rice, several S7mm recoilless rifle rounds and one CHICCH mine,

There were four MSF and one U.S. sailor wounded while one PCF '

received minor damage,

It

On 29 and 30 August, six PCF's vith 70 MSF troops embarked,
inserted ther in Kinh Ngang { WQ 010674) with the

simultaneous insertion of 35 HSF troops at WQ 050 758 ty Slick
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helicopter. The troops made sweeps into known VC base arez:
between the two insertion points, making contact with the enemy
at 1330. At the same time, helos providing air cover and troop
1ifts received heavy /W fire slightly wounding the left door
gunner of the Slick. A short time later, Seawolf 12 also received
heavy A/ weapons fire seriously wounding the door gunner. At the
sane time MSF troops were receiving heavy S/A, a/W, and 60mm
mortar fire , when W-10 aircraft wers called in and suppressed
the eneny fire. The Swift boats extracted 35 MSF troops in
late afternoon without incident leaving 70 troops to establish
& night surveillance camp. At 2000 two VC attempting to probe
the camp wers taken under fire, killing one VC. At first light
on the 30th, the troops broke camp and continued their sweep and
captured one man whose house was protected by four claymore mines,
In another structure several VC docuuents were found indicating
that the area was being held by the Viet Cong Luan-Luu Mobile
Guerrilia Force. In the afternoon, a VC base camp was discovered
aiong with an arms cache. The sweep continued to the Cai Nhap
Canal and the troops were extracted by the PCP's without making
any contact with the enemy on the last day of the operation. The
two day operation resulted in 32 structures, 13 sampans, and
29 bunkers destroyed along with 1,000 pounds of rice, 3100 pounds
of salt, and 300 pounds of new punji stakes,

The MSF troops captured seven 12 kilo CHICCH mines, five

CHICOM grenedes, two M-26 grenudes, 500 rounds of small arms ammo
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There were seven VC killed ( four

and 20 pounds of VC documents.

Fri

body count, three probable) and one VC captured,

One Seawolf

casualties were one USN, one USA and one MSF wounded,

and one Slick were damaged,
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334 FLCAT -

THE FOURTH COASTAL ZONE

Sea Float - 6 Aug r
SEAlL's - & Aug 'q
Sea Float - 9 Aug

Sea Tloat - 11 Ayg

“eavolves - 13 Aug

“EAI's - 16 Aug

SEAL's - 12 fug

Sea Float - 20 Aug

Sea Float - 25 Aug

Sea iloat - 29-30 Aug

SCALEs

o
NAUTICAL HILES
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’ Patrol aircraft detachments frues five Xavy patrol squadrons l ,‘g
j -
manned the Market Time air barrier patrols during August. Patrol g 2
.
Scuadren 51X (VP-6) operated out of U- Tapeo, Thailand. Detachments ; 3
from VF-2, VP-9, VP-50 and VP-17 opersted from Cam Ranh Eay. -
Average nurber of U.S. ships/er=ft on patrol during August: " ‘
180 . KSC WPB PCF IST PG VUHEC 1
AVG 1.75 1.25 1, 40 1 2 3 :
Average nuzber VNN ships/junks esployed during August: .
SEA FORCE  RIVER FGRCE COASTAL FORCE : -
i .
Total 40 235 179
U.S. ACTIVITY ,‘
, 3
Total Letected Vood - Day 32,241 Night 43,355 ]
3
76,265 3
Steel - Day 457 Night 22 )
Total Inspected Wood ~- Day 14,441  Night 24,266 !
39,254 3
Steel -Day 37 Ngt 1n - :
Total Boarded Wood - Dey 11,666 Night 7,183
18,87
Steel - Day 18 Night 7
Total Detained  Junks 189 Perscas 976 (59 YC suspects) Lo 4
VRN ACTIVITY
Junks Searched 80,582 Junks Detained 291 -
Persons Search 264,096 Perscns Detsined 766 ‘
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S ;
-:Z:-j:f Total Missions 614 (Includes 120 cases of hostile fire sg
i suppression) - ; ?i
i' EEMY CASUALTIES 2
3 4 107 Killed plus 42 Probable i 3
e f 21 Wounded . :
M

" ] 9 Captured

ERMY MATERIAL LOSSES

5
IJT ’,I “ ‘ 'l '.
s L_L

] 228 Junks/Sampans Destroyed : ;

‘ Z::E ’ 732 Structures/Bunkers Destroyed E

. 20 Junks/Sampens Damaged , 5;
423 Structures/Bunkers Damaged ' :

™ folloving SCVENTH Fleet ships operated in Market Time during -4

i the matk of Augusts ';

DATES D

‘ USS CONFLICT (MSO 426) 1-3 a 3

: USS EXCEL (HSO 439) 4-6 10-2 L

! USS CROCKETT (PG 68) 20 - 23 ’ i

; USS GALLANT (KSO 489) 23-31

: USCGC SEBAGO (WHEG 42) 1-13 o

USCGC TAMNEY (WHEC 37) -3 ~3

X USS WOCDPECKER (MSC 209) 2 -2, '!

- f USS WIDGEOR (MSC 208 ) 1-3 25-7 :
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Coastal Div
ELEVZY-An Thoi

3 45

5 50

9 51
10 52
12 55
18 56
22 62
21 72
3 82
35 %
36 9%
38
40

(24) -

Ccastal Div
TELVE~-Danang#

13
15
20
39
61
65
70
%
78
79
80
8l

99
101

Coastal Div
THIRTEEN-Cat lo

17 63
2 64
2, 87
25 95
28 98
32 102
37 103

42
44
47
48
51

(14)

(29)

n

(11)

[Coastal Biv
FOURTEEN
Cam Ranh Bay

1
23
49
67
7%
89
Nn
100

(8)
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Coestal Div
FIFTEEN
Qi Ehon

> ~ - t-":. x-‘L-‘:u -‘L\-q-':-.‘, R A
NSNS AR RS LA
PRSP, T I T T B A Dl

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘
ESTRESES
------

b x T A ™ &3 b7 o T TEETCT =) XY (;“i,“
. |
7 - i
L 3 !
';:,
;
b
3] C(FDEITAL T
B H E
P
b !
4 UsCiC SPENCER (JEC 36) 1-24 i '
g £ U35 LOYALTY (ESC 457) 5-3 P
> R USCGC MENDOTA (<HEC 69) 1-6 25-7 .
3 ; USS JASHOE CCITY (LST 1165) . 1-8 ; I
- : b
. f E U5CGC KLAVATH (JHEC 66) 8-31
2ok ‘ USS ~INDHAM CCURTY (LST 1170) 9-31
TR Uis GALLUP (PG 85) 21-31 !
’ 3
i PCF's vere assigned to the following Coastal Divisions on 31 August: ]
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i: ;4 ’ Total Assigned PF - 76
s ‘ .
= K # — Six FC:'*s ascizned to Chu Lei Detachment

2 3 ) :
% 4 Non assigned PCFiss ) ;
3 3 VNN FCF Treining Location Cof
v PCF 6 Saigon Boat School
. FCF's in Cverheul |
. FCF  location Cormenced EIC 5T Lennth
9 3 93  Cam Xank Bay 8 Jul 69 31 aug 69 53 days J
: 1 69  Cam Raxh Bay 22Jul 69 15Sep 69 56 days
K. " ]
3 66 Can Rarh Bay 13 Aug 69 2 Oct 69 50 days {
4 ] |
2 92 Cat Lo 12 Ang 69 27 Sep 69 46 days §
: 3 7L Catlo . 39 Aug 69 18 Yov 69 90 days §
] {
!
:- ! Total Non-essigned PCF - 6 i
. 2
k Grand Total 82
: :
Y 3 H
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craft accounted for over 590 flight hours in corbat missions in
addition to normal surveillance putrols, A breakéoun of these hours
follows (Game ‘iarden/SEA LOZDS): '

Wl / CEle
PREFLALNED STRIKES 12/140 5/0
REACTICN STRIKES 13/108 43/0
TARGTS OF OPEORTUNITY 66/112 1,7/0
SUPPRT MISSIONS 41/151 56/0

Note: Although no SEA LORDS nissions are listed to OV-10A's they
nonethelsss did support SEA LORDS operations while under the OPCON

of CIF 116; scme of the missions listed for UH-1Bis in support of

SEA LRDS are also in support of Gams Warden operations, this disperity
arises as a result of the split responsibility of TG 116.3/7G 194.6.

The Rung Set Special Zone continued to receive special attention.
In addition to joint operations conducted with Vietnamese forces, two
named joint operations were conducted with other free world forces.
The first of these, Operation Friendship I (2-4 Avgust) involved
76 116.9 support of Royal Thai Army volunteer force troops in the
southern Nhon Trach District of Bien Hoa Province. Navy support
consisted of FBR/ASFB blocking forces, vaterborne guardposts, and
1if%t of Thal troops; SEAL reconnaissance and guardpost; and Seawolf
patrols/strikes. The second operation, Operation Platypus (10-14
August) found TG 116.9 forces supporting waits of the 1st Armored
Reginent, of the 1st Austraiian Task Force (ATF) in western Phouc
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craft accounted for over 890 flight howrs in combat missions in
addition to normal surveillance patrols. A breakdown of these hours
follows (Game larden/SEA LO2DS)s

D L e e L I T I Y g

-3  / V-1

PREFLALNED STRIKES 12/140 5/0
REACTICN STRIXSS " 13/108 43/0
TARGSTS OF CFZCRTUGNITY 66/112 147/0
SUPP(RT MISSINS ’ 41/15) 56/0

Note: Althongh no SEA LOIDS missions are listed to OV-10A's they
nonetheless ¢id support SEA LORDS operations while under the OPCCN
of CTF 116; some of the missions listed for UH-1B's in support of

T L

SEA L/RDS are also in support of Gams Warden operations, this disparity
arises as a result of the split responsibility of TG 116.3/7G 194.6.

ow e m et

o j The Rung Sat Special Zone continued to receive special attention. \

y—‘ ‘ In addition %o joint operations conditcted with Vietnamese forces, two

_ nared joint operations were conducted with other frse world forces. ,

:!_ The first of thesc, Operation Friendship I (2-4 August) involved i w
: TG 116.9 support of Royal Thai Army volunteer force troops in the : |
; southern Fhon Trach District of Bien Hoa Provincs. KNavy support :

» % consisted of FER/ASFB blocking forces, vaterborns guardposts, and

E_“ H 31ft of That troops; SEAL reconnaissance and guardpost; and Seawolf

;:::E , pairols/strixes, The second operation, Cperation Flatypus (10-14

g:& ; August) found TG 116,9 forces supportin_ wJts of the 1st Armored

i:.: : . Ragiment, of the 1st Australian Teak Force (iTF) 4n western FPhoue .
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"1 v, vinee. S:aL's with PRU Scouts set guardposts and conducted i :::-';j
.3 EREEIAE
3 ‘-1 o w s<lions and P3nfc/A5FBYs conducted traffic checks, camal P
L
incursions, and provided waterborne blocking forces, Both of these 3 Q
i 2 3 .r':“?
- % operations were aimed at cutting enemy cormo 1i~ison routes into A _‘_,j_{
" A ] . ‘-t.,"\
_: e the Nung Sat Srecial 2Zone. ; j..\j
:;-z § E . ._.‘\;
:_" 1 ';' On 11 August, RIVDIV 57, was turned over to the Vietnamese Yavy "‘i
- j b
i 3 at Mha Be, marking the first ACTOV Progrem turnover of a FBR Divisicm. o
. 1 o
i } On the same day RIVDIV 571 moved its area of operation from Nia 3e .o
S E . ot
3 ; to Fhu Cuong on the upper Saigon River thereby doubling the mmber of R
LT ’ PBR Divisions operating in tant area, . . |
S8} C
‘-:, i i Gane Warden PBR, UR-13, And OV--10A4 Operations : ;
; .o
e f On the evening of 1 August, Army units called for an air strike R
- | 3 on a bunker and four people in a sampen mext to the bunker about 15 : ___.‘
ﬁ 4 , miles south of Vinh Long (X3 131 179) Broneco's of TU 116.4.8 were . “‘
3 [ NG
S ! oo
X ! diverted from their patrol to place the strikes. Arzmy observers t ';
‘| E L 2 \:." )
o i credited the strikes with four VG killed, two houses destroyed and C ool
RS i F :
E—l‘ : one bunker damaged., There were no U,S, casualties, --.-:
= ; e
N 1 Two P3R's of TE 116.9.1.3 inserted a six men U.5, Army team 13} b
::'_ g i miles northwest of Phu Cuong (XT 645 315) on the night of 2 August ;
= i : I~
Ei \ : and then assumed waterborne guardpost positions :-earby, At 2045 the - —,-!1
. . \'_-i
E; : i soldiers engaged a four man VG point eiement of an enemy platoon i ‘_J
:' 3 . Y :‘.'wj
N3 ] (35-50 VC)s The msin enexy wnit returned automatic and B-40/41 rocket i ';,'\' ’
N : §
i) ' fire resulting in three U.S. 5., .diers killed and the other thres LSy
o . _____.“
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vewnded. The troops then requested imncdicte emergency extraction

and sscistance, The P7i¥s rcturned and suppressed the enecy fire, ‘
: 2nd then put ashore a three man landing party to move the dead and '
] uounded to safer nositions. Bust-off and artillery illucination werc :
3 — reruested, Additional ¥327s arrived on the scene anc three more
E sailors were put ashore as naval units and persomnel coninued to
’ ; . suppress th: enemy fire and provided security until the dust-off was
El; completed. The Fil's then safely extracted thelr own men and withdrew
;VF.f fron the area. ZEneny caswalties were one killed and six others
t 1 srobebly killed, There werc no Navy casuelties. :
» z
'\} A In the famg 3at Specizl Zone, shortly after midnight on 8 august,
PER's in waterborne guardpost 16 miles southcast of Nha Be (Yo 178 719)
took an enemy sampan under fire, The four occupants of the sampan ’
i ; answered the PSR's with small arms fire which was suppressed. Enemy
¥ ; casuelties were placed at four probebly killed and one sampen destroyed.
= ‘; There were no U.3. casualties,
- | :
Seawolves were clesred by STG 116,3 to place strikes on an estirated :
L- coxpany of VC, ten miles northwest of Vo Cey (XS 383 235) on the after-
'_"_’r 1 noon of 10 iugust. The strikes wsulted in eight structures destroyed, i
E;'.Z an additional five ot iers damaged, end six of the enexy probebly :
. Killed, !
= i Bronco's of TU 116.4.8 wers screrbled late afterncon of 12 August
. :-L to go to the aid of an Army forward air controller (FAC) vho was
3 ’ receiving grourd fire at & point 25 miles northvest of Tra Vinmh '
% (%5 249080-X5 260025), The eircraft arrived on the scene and placed
-7 ! all of their ordnance on the target and received 1ight automstic
% m CaFIENTIAL } ‘.
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e 1 |
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E vezions fire frun the eneny -osition o The ere y fire s silenced §.
K : .
3 ond the army Fal crcéited the OU-21%s witih Jour enewy kiiled, four
-
1 sireciures destroyed wnc three damnged. There vere no friendly )
§
i casuxlties, }
. ¢
} Seavolves verc recvested to provide zir cover for U.S, .y i
g 3
e . . -
; 3 troops in contact with the enemy on the afternoon of 15 August, 15
- .
b 2 qprn - .
ix.i' 1 niles southvest of len Tre U 393 257). The nelos -laced their
g~

strikes on an estinsted company of Vict Cong and received sporadic
sniper fire during their runs. Eneny casuzlties were listed as

: 12 protably killed, five structures destroyed, and five cther damaged,

.

There were no U.3, caswelties,

el

On the upper Seigor River. five miles nortlwest of Phu Cuong
(3= 7561760), on the night of 17 August POR's in night guordpost

205itions sighted a column of epproximately 40-50 VC/iiVi troops noving

j south on the bank of the river carrying heavy packs and equipment,

;: , “hen the eneny closed to 40-60 feet the P3R's opened fire, killing ‘
: three of the enemy., Two waore FOR's sped to the scene from their guard- - j
gé_ post poslitions to give support. The enenmy initially fired rockets |
}k and automatic weapons at the boats but scored no hits., On their second i
i firing run, the PIR's suppressed the enemy fire and then withdrew to j
[ allow LIFT and artillery strikes to be placed in the area. While the |
E:‘ : support firing was going on, the PER's sighted an additional 20-3C
;::: ( eneny troors on the north tank of the river and killed five of thenm. j
: : Additional aircraft strikes were credited with killing nine of the
‘__.1 3 eneny. No frierdly casuslties were sustained. . ‘
5 f
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Y e 18 au ast, Uits of T2 116,..1 vere tronsrorting U.de army : 3
& H )
: iroops on tuc urmer .airtn Aver zbout o miles northucst of Fhu . :;
3 . 1 -~
’ 3 Cueny {(XT 752 155). After iascrtin, tho l=ct of th- troops, tho P3ifs : __:‘
‘ . rerzained in the arce to rrovide support z=nd act a s a blocking force i %
: axd found 2 eache cf 15 £-41 rockcts 1ying on the west bank of the 3
; river in back of a tree. ;

The rocketz vere all in individuael nlastic

-
s

covers and in gooi new condition, The entire cache had teen covered

vith e geen plastic térpulin. There was no contact with enemy forcesa.

gt TR

'5 Just before dawn on 2 iuguct, PBR's of TU 194.6.1 vere drifting
; in the inng Thit River apyroxirately 15 niles soutlwest of Cai Nhun ;
E (SX 145 140) vhen they cane uyon =n unlichted sampen proceeding along ' :
i the east tank of the river, Four armed men in the sarpen evaded to ;
the bank of the river vhen called alcngside. The PBR's took the men 1
i under Tire, two men were observed to be hit and the other two abandoned i

the sampan and went below the surface cf the wauter.

Hand grenades were

3
o

dropeed in the area but none of the bodies surfaced. A1l fourzre

listed as killed.

Seawolves on a Mang Thit River patrol on the evening of 2.} August

were cirected to strike a VO staging area about ten miles southeast

] : of Vinh Long (X5 1629). The helos brought fire to bear on six evading

saxzers bul received no return fire,

i ieh et v I RO

Enemy casualties were ten killed,

L W St T e e IR

'_" two sexzpans destroyed end four othsrs heavily damaged, '
z : ) FER's on patrol seven miles southeast of Dau Tieng (XT 555 351)
i

on tha night of 26-27 August sighted epproximtely 20 VC attempting
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to cross tiie Uuiyon River fren north to south. dhen the VG were in

the vater, the bo.tc illuninated and orened fire, aK-47 fie vas
received from bolh benks and support was recuested from fire suprort
Base 'ahone, lortar illunination wos received from 7SB Freda. The
eaneny then fired two B-4C/il rockets from the north bank but both
missed and the P7R's then suorressed the enemy fire. Shadou a2ircraft
(C-47) anc i}TT plsced strikes in the area, dJhen the aircraft departed,
the P E's centinued vith BxI fire throughout the night to prevent enemy
rescue and body recovery efforts, Fiftecn of the enenmy were killed in
the encounter and an additional five werc listed as probably killed,

There were no friendly casualties,

Two Broncol!s of TU 116.4.6 were scracbled to assist friendly
ground forces in heavy contact with the enemy about 22 miles southeast
of Soc Trang (/R 904 425). The eneny forces were armed with at least
two crew served weapons, A ground sweep after the aircraft strikes
revealed 25 of ‘the enemy killed, three structures destroyed, and two
crev served weapons destroyed, The enemy was also estimated to have
suffered ten others probebly killed and three probably wounded. There
were no U,S, casurliies, This actlon took place in mid morning
27 August,

On 28 August, Bronco's were called on once again to support troops
in heavy contact with an estimated two platoons of VC 20 miles south-
east of Soc Trang (IR 935 457). Their air strikes resulted in ten
of the en~zy killed, There were no Havy casualties,
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#4hile conducting a FBR recon of 3o Cap Canal, 15 nmiles north- s

vest of Fhu Cuong (X 652 213) on the afternoon of 31 August, a W

-

M
3
P

4
g
3

-3

3

3
X
A

was sighted wnlking on the bank carrying a bage wWhen the FER's took
the VC under fire, six other VC broke from coverd the canal crossing -

and ren west. The bosts immediately took the acditional VO undexr fire

PR

and killed four of them, The other three were wounded and captured.

T
E TR

Ty YT
lal~"7 >

Also recovered was VC personal gear and documents. 4 readout of the

L oearsd b i dis,

documcnts revealed that the VC were returning from a mission to
purchase rice in Chu Chi and that at least one VC was in Chu Chi.

™

The VC were identified es members of the 294 VC Regiment. There vere

thadAunk-d el asae 1y

no U.S, casuzlties.

: GAME WARDEN SESL OPERATIONS : !

Just prior to midnight on 1 August, S.iL!'s were inserted by
LYSC approxinmately 14 miles east of Nha Be (¥3 155 774) 4in support
of operation Friendship I. After establishing a guardpost positiom, {

sambrd

they walted almost five hours before sighting 15 Viet Cong in three

P

sampans, Theoy took the sampans under fire and received heevy autemtic d
fire in return. Seawolves were scrambled and placed strikes on the
surrounding river banks, At the end of the encownter 1C VC were listed

-
e e e

as probably killed, one sampan was destroyed, four personal weapons
! were captured and approximtely four kilos of docum~onts concerning
rocket/mins use and manufacturs were taken into custody. There were
no U,S, casualties,

Reacting to intelligence received from detainses, seven SfAL's

R N T e 2 VLI N I

VUSRI N

s and one LDNH vere inserted by ISSC 12 miles west of My Tho (IS 305 400)
. 1
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in the pre-dawn hours of 5 Aurust. Tkey petrolled south 1C0 peters

" oesnars n e gu

"r' to n desipmted VC hootch and searched it 1-ith n-gative results. !
ki trolling to the west tuey detained *iree males in ~nother hootch.
. ihen one of the detainees attemnted to escape, he was taken under Cire and
E killed. The two remzining detainees were questioned,classified VC,
and ther turmd over to authorities =%t Dong Tam., This was a TG 194.4 :

opcration. -

Chieu Hoi and combined intelligerce concerning alleged POW camps

AT

trigger:d a series of TU 194.6.8 S.AL operations on 9 august in an

TP PPEYY

area 32 miles southeast of Bem Tre (2 76 90, XR 82 43), The SEiL's

opereting with iDNii's and FRU's were inserted by Armmy slicks and searched ¥

for the three suspected sites with no success. They did however,

discover two VC base camps/work areas snd a VC dispensary. The work-

o mneatV & b s dmad

shops and nurerous hand grenades that were stockpiled thcre were
destroyed. Three VO were killed at tre first site vhen an air strike
wvas called in to destroy the enery siructure. Three VO ccaxmo-liaison
persomnel and one VG worker were captrred at the dispensary, After
destroying the tuildings at the second site, all friendly forces and
prisoners were extracted. Upon successful extraction KX fire from
the USS PRITCHETT was placed in the ares of the workshops. Inter—

rogations of the priscners prcvided oniy cne person who had heard of

i . POW's in the area within the last monit, There were no friendly

casualties,

Acting on intelligance gathered frcm previous operations, Siilts ’
of TU 194.6.8 with focur LDNN's and tkree Hol Chens wers inserted by

83 CCTIDENTIAL
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ICk 10! miles west of My Tho (XS 324 402) on the afternoon of

11 iuzust., The objcetive was a possible amms/veapons cache in a

P I L AN

< suspected ¥ base camp. Seauolves were scrambled to cover the operztion
and the entire objective area wns prepped with mini-mns from the 1LM. ©
Four VC hootches, three VC semyrans, and a 1,000 pound rice cache were (
destroyed and 1,000 rounds of AK-47 ammmition, two kilos of documenis

and some clothing and medical gear were captured,

:_i ; In Long An Province eight miles southwest of Nha Be (X5 863 7C3)
a corbined operation involving 12 3EAL's, 26 FEU's, two LDNi's, PEz!s,
Broncc's, Seawolves, and U.s., Army slicks took place on the afternoin
of 19 August. SEAL's and PRU!s were inserted by slick and took cover

e aaNAE werermasasse v -

avaiting the arrival of VC, Five VC met in a hootch and thres more
were seen approeching in a sampan. Those in the sampan wers taken .
under fire and additions) Forces were landed by PBR's and 15SGts, after

VN nes Mar memde s - Wy

the YC had fled, the friendly forces began boarding the boats;but drxing
extraction,additionel VC were sighted in a nippa palm area and takem
under fire by the PBR's and L53C's, when return fire was received

3 from the eremy positions,Siil's and PRU's were ingerted for a sweep

of the area, at vhich point the enemy flsd, Seawolves and Broncols
were scrambled to place strikes in the target area and cover extraction.

o at mer s nrm

There wers no U.S, casualties, Eneny casualties were seven killed,
one captursd ard an additional five listed as probably killed,

[

In the pre-dswn howrs of 27 Augusi, SEAL's and FRU's in watericrme guard=-

~
.

k- i

. i

t\ ‘ post position sighted three VG in a ssxzpen traveling east on a camal

S i .

¢« ! ;

S ;

s CONFIDENTIAL 84

o~ ‘;

- i

J:,. ; - -

p"‘ . .
L i N T ITE L i P T N T S S S PN I SN . , - T LT L T S e e e .‘-_'-_.. .._ W ey

DL SN -‘---‘-“.'.-,'a‘a',:.. .. .'_.' g ;"-'_’ .'.'-_'-_ P ' v ,-.'-_‘~"‘._‘-~‘-_‘.' e TN et \\ ,\ “:.-\\.‘\

R T N . WSt I S SR ST S 5 VR Py P L)'




e LT e T S it I U A G TGT
['.. AR S A A LTS R AT T R U N ULV LY, RARGELE R ERLA TR L L I 1l ot oW S s L i ’1

o
. 3 T T N AT TR e TIPS, VISR L i

tar-ar TS vy > Gicas artogre WP

:Ef ’ CITIIIAL %
5 i
-3 .
j 11 18)es ecz? of Lhe e (I8 133777). The saupon as iokes under fire ;
2né tuo “odies were scex flunlimg on the uoler os ohe ion atlerxled ;
: . to sivin avay. The swimier mius “alen unger Tire zod idiIlcd. Tihree i
3 X “i=57 mzcnzines vl peuches zn? some percomal gaar uere daphtured =nd ;
E k the sunoan - There were no {riendly cacuclties ;f
(?E EEY ITIGMINSAENT/ATTASHS O T SHAN ¥R TS
._‘-. E The only cace of eneny harcssment of merchert shipping on tae
::: . vitael Long Tau shipping chaanel to Saigon occurred on 29 .ugust wien i
- § the 53 LOIDIA of Ponercian registry came inder rochet fire. The rocket
& missed the tcrget and there was no damage or personnel casuwaliies.
E There were two cases of eneny mining oi ships and one possible ;
; ninin;, attempt during aujust, 20 august, the Japanese ship SOGEI i
4 143U vas mired with 200-250 pounds of high explosive that tlew z hole -
E:j: : 8 ft. through the entire bottom oi the stern. One creumen was killed '
E:if and twc others injured. The ship maintained its watertight integrity '
E::: ; and erpty tanks provided sufficient twoysncy to keep the ship afloat, :
;i } The minin; occwrred in the vicinity of the fha Be Tank Fam (35 325 »:
C}: 825). On 26 August the Dutch ship KENIA at the Nha Be Tenk Ferm vas !
i\-\ - : checked by U.S. Army PBR!'s between 031:-0330 and found to be secure., At ?
R ’ 0345 Army FSR's sighted e vhite nylon line ettached to KEXTils anchor
[—-'! . : chaln and Vil divers were sent to the scene, Just as the divers were to i‘
) : ) enter the water the mine detonated. It was estimated to bave been a 00 ;
( pound explosive charge. The explosion caused a 15 ft. by 20 ft. hole j
‘i P ; in the pord side of the ship but once .a@in the watertight inteprity
E:-:‘ ; of the ship prevented it from sinking. !
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~hree hows luter another -hite nylon lire vas cignted stteched to tiwe 35

N wrenR T e nmrmarra =

Al TiYLCL bud no objoct was attacked to it. It vas Helicved that
the jecking of the ship?s propeller hag cut locse a nine vhich then
drifted avay. In all cases cttempts by A11fed Forces to locate

persons .csponsible were unsuccessful.

7351 FOPCE CLEALATER

e e Ak B

Task Force Clearweter consists of two river security groups
made up of ten FER's each. River Division 521, the Hue River security
group is based at Mobile Base I at Tam My Lagoon and River Division 543,
besed at Cua Viet, mekes up the Dong Ha River security group. Enemy
activity was light thrcughout the month with only seven hostile fire
incidents. A1l river trausits of the Cuz Viet and Perfume Rivers

were made vithout incident, Enemy casualties ware thvee killed, one

KAV AT NSRS WA AesE YR ¢ AT S

wounded and one captured, Navy casualiies for this area were one
Xilled and nine wounded; only one of these was tae result of a fire-

PNV P L S PP

fight involving FBR's. Enemy rocket attacks on U.S. instzllations
accounted for ons Xkilled and six of the wounded.
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On 9 August, the pier security guard at Cua Viet using random

vt eIV A b - S 2SN

MY/ Nk

)

scare charges observed 2 secondary explosion that produced a water

]
i

spout approximately 60 feet in height. The explosion occurred about

v e e
o 4 bt w Amrdn b e rre

30 feot fram the end of the pier, Based on the size of the water spout

and discussion with ECD personnel, it was belleved to have been a mine
of an unknown tyre.
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4 H Cua 71 t ree. ived approrintely ton rounds of 140mn vockets i
- : ' i
- ) shortly «ftor €200 on 11 imgust. ibout 15 minutes later S lJattery %
l;‘ *, .
! - - i e . !
5 ; /4T 2rtillery fired 43 rrunds ol 1C5mm counter mattery. The esttack !
. B H
1 s . I
3 ) . %illed one “lov;man and wounded two others and onc scldier. The i
: ; . ) ' ;
- P results of the counter Znttery are wnimam, There 1ns no damage ;
o E to Cleamnter nascts and operations on the Cux Viet were unaffected.
o 4
’.:‘ r" ~9
- 2 ¥ A logistic craft timnsiting the Cua Viet River cwn 16 August

)<

sighted 2 poscible water mine floating on the surface three miles
fron the mouth of ‘the river (YD 296 667). PER and ECD perscanel
investigatod and found the mine to be pressure-infiuence type with

] two delay pencils and 82m chemical long fuse attached. The pressure

buld and pressure chamber were lost during recovery. o explosion

occurred. ZCD personnel estimated that it contained 150-200 pounds
1 of explosive, the arming circuit had functioned, both tlasting ceps had
3 fired, anc the nine wes either a dud or a low order explosion detonated _ |
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The Army-iavy liobile Riverine F:x:ce phased out of existence as
COITIVELOY CI'S/COMTIVSUFPRCE SEVEN/CTF 117 were disestablished on

. oy -
PRI IN LY o RO LPY

25 hugust af'ter operating in tae Mekong Delta since February 1967.
The redeployment of units of the U.S. Ninth Division from Dong Tanm

e e s e S B WP AR P AGOTRY VIR AIN SIX WY T AN

PIIPITR N

in consequence of the previously announced 25,000 perscnnel strength
. reduction, aleng with previous and planned turnover of river asseult
“ craft to the Vietnamese Navy, were mgjor factors in the phase out,

M & Bt Dy
LIRS
4" ’AA "

Remaining Navy components of the MRF have teen designated the Riverine
; Strike Group and placed urder the command of Commander Task Group

L girasd &

4
K ’

] 194.7, a component of the Operation SEA LORDS task organization.
River assault squadron 13 and 15 remain intact under CTG 194.7. USS

O

BENEWAH (AFB 35), flagship of the MRF, moved from its usual station

PECAREALE Hideg !";.‘vv‘x_
st i

on the My Tho River near Dong Tam to the vicinity of French Fort i

-

(X5 885 535) on the Vam Co River,

LA A
TEey

Othervise during the month, the MRF continued the limited opera-
tions which have been characteristic since the stand.down of 9th

AL AT ey

Division began. Primary exphasis was again given to local security
operations in defense of Dong Tam and the preempticn of rocket and

’
ot

1,2, -0

TN A YT

portar attacks against the bese. Tactics to accomplish these goals,

Car it

-

. .
. P
ANE] TR

and which involved use of river assault crafi, included deily insertion
of 6/31 Infantry Battalion troops for interdiction sweeps in the vicinity 2

* .
S nrtielse & pt o s b i Aok W et e b teien Nt ¢ ma o s BRI AN V048 00 N al

of Dong Tem, night interdiction and enipsr patrels, burn defoliation

missions along the Xang Canal, water mobile guardposts, sampan and
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rersonnel insrection, and harcssment and interdictien fire ixto the
southern Dong Tan defcnsive perimeter ané reactiom fire to Duffel

hae aansor indications.

Operations outside the Dong Tam area were diversified and wide-
spread. Numerous riverine assault operations throughout Xien Hoa
Province took place on almost a deily basis as RAC supported warious
ARWN, Tiger Scout, PRU, Maritime National Police and ZF/FF activities.
The majority of these operations were initiated along the Ham Luong
and Bai lei Rivers, Interdiction patrols involving about 8 RAC
were conducted in the vicinity of Sa Decand Football Island (¥o 90 40)
in the Mekong River. Operations in the Can Giouc area of Long An
Province, targetted against the Viet Cong Dong Phu 265 and 508 Battalions
continuad as RAC supported the 3/7th- Infantry Battalion of the Third
Brigade., On the 28th of the month, the newly founded Riverine Strike
Group assumed petrol/interdiction responsibilities for the Vam Co

River and its tributaries, After the BENZMAH ghifted locals to French
Fort, RAC also augmented TG 116.9 patrol units on the ¥ha Be River
and supported TG 116,3 as a ready reaction force.on the Cho Gao Canal,

Inspections of sampans and persomnel received special attention in all
arezs throughout the month.

Significa-nt contingents of RAC supported varioua SEA LORDS and
other overations, i.e, GIANT SLINGSHOT, Tran Eung Dao and the RSSZ,
Purther details are given in chy Operation SEA LORDS suw=mary. The
t2blo below 11lustrates the deployment of RAC at month's end - of
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':s;f 4 perticulur nots s the sijnifizant reduction in boats ncsignec to Kien Hoa i

'(-}_' . 3 : i

I} -3 Province oper=ticns as comparet to oticr monthss H

i ; 2
-2 § . (1) (2) ; i
: Ocecation . Source of HeC ATC ASFB MOH CCB REF 1SN IOTAL ¢ K
; | asi3 5
& ' 3ant Slingshot Wb 152,153 10 1 3(F) 1 O 1 29 { !
Zung Sat Speelal Zome RAD 152,153 1 7 1(F) 0 O O 9 f ;
: Tran Hunz Deo RAD 131 Y 6 2 1 0o 0 23 ; g
E Rach Soi RAD 131 o o0 1 0o ¢ 1
; Ven Co River Fetrol D 151 8 3 2 1 1 1 1
i 5

] drse Defense 2D 19 2 1 0© 0 0 0 3
3 Kien Hoa Province Ops RAD 132 10 L 20°0) 1 o 2 19 ;
Repair & Overhaul 9 5 2a¢F) o 1 0 19 |
2 4

&

Tetad 54 40 13(5F) 5
(1) F ~ flame throver configured monitor

oy

(2) 4 MS!ts utilized in utility role

e 3L debhte

Enemy contact was inconsequential in ail MRF operating areas curing the

ﬁ: ) month., Of the 14 hostile fire incidents (HFI) reported, only two were enemy

1 initisted firefights involving en exchange of five, One friendly initiated
firefight took place vhile the balance of the 1IFI's were cases of unilateral
fire. No U.S. casualties were sustained while 1 FRU and 1 RF wers killed
and 2 FRU and 7 RF were wounded. Bnemy casunlties were 23 killed (2 probeble).

3

B

4

E‘ . These casually figures are the lovest on record.

5

2 The Honorable John M., Warzer, Under Secretery of the Navy, accompanied
be

”

- by Vice Admiral Zummslt, COMTAVFORV, visited the M°F on 17 August during

-i his tour of ¥aval activities. As the Secretary cbssrved an HLI fire demonstra-
p-3
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+ion on the south bank of the i%y Tho, 4 Viet Cong were sighted in a
frec firve zone by the helo junships verticimuting in the demonstraticem.

The ITF boats joined in the shool und the 4 VC were killad,

The £in2l contingent of some 330 U.5, Bavymen from the IIF departed
Vietnam on 25 August. 311 were part of the 1,200 Navy personnel incladed
in the 5,000 troops being redeployed by the end of August,
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The eneny's ability to avoid contact yet herass Dong Tam and the

B
bbb il e s

3B was agnin demonstrated as Dong Tam received rocket and/or mortar .

teantls

fire on &t least 7 occasions, but no damge to Kaval units was rcported. .

PITY W

Reaction fire by iH3 units and LHFT were poured on the encmy positions
as the attacks cccurred with undetermined effect.

A nmining atteupt against USS NUECES wuas believed to have been

:] thwarted by minesweeping-activity of the mobile riverine base defense
patrol or by the anti-nine protective sleeve whica is run up and down
‘3 IRB anchor chains at 30 minute intervals, At 0623 in the morning of i
11 August, as NUZCES was preparing to get underwey from its overnight
anchorage in the My Tho River 4} miles southeast of My Tho (XS 569 406), : |
personnel on board spotted a large flotation device, consisting of a ’
,‘ rubber inner tube with a solid object suspended from the center, secured ;
-_{’:- to the port anchor chain, A Ravy ECD tean was dispatched from Dong J
Tam aboard ASPB 12 end at 0730 confimed the presence of a swirmer placed
h 3 water mine. As the ASF3 made an approach to attempt to cut the mine
;; lcose and tow it away fron the ship, the boat's wake aprarently dislodged .
Z;iz the mine from the flotaticn device caising it to sink, Divers later
" entered the water to recover what was believed %o be a comrand detonated
5 mine, bul met with negative results., A conducior wire was recovered, : ]
. - A subsequent inspection of the ship's hull prodeced negative results and
i a search of the scuth bank for evidence of wirs o detonators also ‘
produced nothing. The NUECES got undervay at 0830. ;
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i st on base defense —otrel iIn the Long Tam anchorage on the
1% Tho liver received abour & rommis of swall o=rms fire at 0050

on 12 iugust Croz tae neuth bank 2 niles west of Dong Tem (X3 316 416).
Yo damage was sustained.

‘At 0320 on 12 august, i3C 35 and 45, while op routine petrol vith
a 6/31 Infantry sniper team emberked, received 3 B-4D rounis from the
south bank of the My Tho River 4 riles west of Dorg Tem (XS 343 408).
ATC 45 took 1 B~40 hit with no persoanel casualties and light darage.

A LHFT strike was placed on the estimated scuad size enemy force at

0345 with unknown results. Fire had not been returned by thc RAC cue

to the civilian population in the area.

At 0120 on 1, August, ATC 30 & 34 while conducting routine night
interdiction patrol with a Navy sniper team embarked, observed two Viet
Cong noving on the south bank of the ¥y Tho River 4 miles west of Dony
Tam, (X- 343 411) The ATC took the VO wnder fire with 20mm, resulting
in two KIn, The wnit then continued on interdiction mtrol, This was
the sape location from which ATC 35 & 45 received B-40 fire on
12 August.

At 0500 on 16 July, two RAD 151 ASFS's in support of the operation
extracted a p]-a‘toon of My Tho D.strict FRU's from the benk of the Ba

Lal River 4 miles northeast of Ben Tre (X5 581 351). The FRU's had
been ingserted on an intelligence terget at 2020 15 August and gained
contact with a squad of VC near the extrzction point resulting in 5 YC

killed, One PRU was killed and another two vounded in the emcounter.
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CUFTHILL i
After xe¥lowding, 350 1:U's before afternoon on the 17th, a
monitor, = C32 and 7 ATC’s immerted the troops along the Song Cua Tiem :
1 (northern branch ol tie My Tho} 9 miles southzast of My Tho., Ais
1 insertion was conpleted, contact was made with 15 Viet Cong who .
jrmediately cleared the area without exchanging fire.
’ After inserting two 7 companies along the Rach Cai Cam at 0300
] on 21 Auzust 2t positions 5 niles west and 3} miles southwest of Sen
k Tre respectively (X5 413 323, X5 445 306), RAC received rockct, a/d
and smail arns fire from an enemy position about a half mile inland )
i |
E from ihe cecond landing position (vic =%ty X3 441 302). The UC H g
i returned and suppressed the fire, killing two VC, The RF's gained contact : 3
3 2 N
accomnting for 3 nore VC killed and were extracted at 1630, There were . i
i i
no friendly caswlties. Commnder R. G. Murphy, Commander RiS 13 and M g
g g
the Don Xbon disirict chief ccnirolled the oreration from the CCB present, i
,’, o
. ! 5
. d
Enrcute to an inspection point with the Don Fhon District Chief ¥ q
;\ aboard, =€ c2me under B-40, A/ and small ams fire from the south , E
RS = N
bank of the C2i Can River in Kien Hoa Frovince, 4 niles southwest of : }
o 3 P
g_ 3 Ben Tre (35 441 3C2) at 0930 on 21 August. Fire wes retwrned and sup- i :
4 3 pressed resulting in 2 VC killed by ASP39. XF/PF troops were inscrted !
L ‘-.
:;': and sccommted for 3 additional VC killed and 4 kilos of documents and )
:‘:' ) nmedical supplies ceptured. C :'_E
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¢ Y !JSr¢ STATISTICAL S:iRSARY
g ) August 1569
A - MARKET TIME  GAME VARDEN fobile Riverine Force |
1 -
E Detections 76,265 105,715 (2) :
3 Inspectims Lo,25h 33,586 3,640
k Boardings 17,974 25,618 (2) ,
Craft detained 280 2 (2)
] Persons detained 1s6g4 “g (g;
B Viet Cong suspects 9
3 Hostile fire incidents 120 L9 1 (3)
- Eremy casualties:
. a. Xilled 149 (107BC,L2EST) 99(BC)a117(PRoR) 23 (2 prob)
b. YFounded 21 [ 0 )
¢. Captured 9 21 3 ;
US4 casualties: ;
a Killed L (1USt,1USCG,1VNN) O 0 USN |
b. Vounded 31 (1husx,3uscc,1us,x,11:-xsr) 6 O USN, 1 PRU, 1 RF
c. Captured 0 0 o
d. ifissing 0 0 Y i
Enemy material losses: ;
1 a. Destroyed: ;
(1) Jmks or sampans 226 1 :
(2) Structures 732 206 11 i
= b. Captured:
= (1) Junks or sampans b ¢ 1 1
S (2) ¥eapns X 17 Y
-, ] (3) Ammnition (rounds) x g 215
= (L) Rice (toms) .5 (Destroyed) O
N c. Damaged:
N (1) Junks or szapans 20 21 (2)
[ d (2) Structures 103 196 (2)
f:": USH material losses:
a. Destroyed:
- (1) Surface craft 0 0 0
» (2) Helicopters 0 2 °
b. Damaged: .
.- (1) Surface craft 13 (12PCF,1WPB) 1 1
T ) (2) Helicopters 2 o 0
g*— SAR missims 2
k- k
K- : Jeo
;it‘:' Remar
N X - Information not aveilable or not applicabl
- i . (1)< Riverino Strike Group as of 25 Kugupt — 01
- } (2)= Inforstion unknown or unavailable at “his time
A (3)~ Two enexy initiated firefights, cne fricndly initiated, eleven cases
L of enc=y unilateral fire which was not returned.
d
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‘§ _ ’ SLEET CQRARD ¢
5 ) Fleet Comrand mits actively patrolled 19 Market Time stations in ;
1 August. This ircluded two in the First Coastal Zone (1E, 1G), two in !
1 ; the Second Coastal Zoze (40, 4D), two in the Third Coastal Zone- (65, 6F),

E and all tbe stations fn the Fourth Coastal Zone (areas 8 and 9). Al-

_ though there was a s1izht decrease in the number of junks searched

A

from 5,528 in July to 3,059 in August, there was a substantial recovery

in the 1'11mbm° of peopie searched from 13,903 in July to 19,516 in Aungust.

Detainment figures whish normally are rather wmeager for the Fleet

1 i Corrand ships showed & merked increase in August. There were 27 junks l
i’ ] and 51 people detained in August in comperison %o negative detaiments
.- j in July.
ﬁ :_ In addition to Yexket Time patrols the Flest Comzand ships fired
L ; 44 NCFS missions, and conducted logistic 1ifts, »iver escorts, PSYCPS
” : and Civic Action, and =iver missions, Gensrally H and I missions are
5 ] performed with little imovledge of the effectivensss of the fire support.

pe.4

However, on the evening of 5 August ISIL 330 expended 2,8/1 rounds of
3"/50, 40mm, 20, 8lmm, .50 cal. and .30 cal. ammmition on suspected
VC positions eleven rtles southeast of Can Tho on the southern tenk of
the Hau Giang River (3= 013592, XR 019947, XR 016904, WR 994915, '

JR 001936). Several fsys later a local friendly Vietnaxess sampan
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lived near the target area and that after the ship ceased firing VC-
entered her home and took a blanket to be used in inprovising a
medical stretcher. Before the VC Jeft her' home they told her that as
8 result of the L3IL's destructive fire sixteen of their comrades had
been killed and 27 wounded.

On 22 August LSIL 330 was instrumental in twrning back a VC
attack when it fired 3"/50 and 40mm rounds at VC who were sighted in
an area five miles southeast of Can Tho adjacent to the Hau Giang
River (R 915012).

On the morning of 27 August, the VNN L3M(H) HQ401 (Hospital Ship)
vas enroute from SEA FLOAT to the SEA FLOAT Annex ({both on the Cua Lon
River). Approximately one and one half miles northeast of Nam Can
City (W4 015657) the ship was attacked with 57mm recoilless rifle,
B-40 rocket, and automatic weapons fire, One 57mm round and three
B-40 rocket rounds found their mark snd caused extensive damage to the
dental ven and the ships galley., Hull darage consisted of one hole
one foot in diameter, two holes two feet in diameter, and su;)ez.'fic:!.al
shrapnel dernge to the forward gun mownt. The VKK responded almost
immediately with a heavy blanket of devastating fire directed at the
eneny positions. One Vietnamese sailor with massive shrapmnel wounds
to both legs was medewvnced to the evacuation hospital at Binh Thuy.
Two other sailors that wers wounded were treated on board. Four U.S.
PCF's wers already proceeding to the MSP bese to pick up troops for
a scheduled operation when the hospital ship came under fire, Within
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tuenty .inutes the troops -ere abcerd the Foi'ts anc the strike force

)
r

w
PR

. a5 caxsube to the scene of the acbust. Five nimites after the acbush

*r

vas initiated the 1L.TSE had struck the szbush pocitions with 8lmm

lll
ot

i

morter fire. A single Seawolf that wus already airborne lashed oub

)'

PP PR TS

Rkt aativag
!

at the enemy vith her mechine guns and rockets, Cnce the IMSF troops
had reached the scene of the incident, they vere inserted 200 to 300
] ‘ yords eitker side of the ambush point e= commenced a sweep operation.
: - Approaching thie embush site the ground troops found six double tube
” homerade B-4C launchers along with three 840 rockets still in the

T tubes. The troops continued to search the area until noon with negative

3 results.

:
. At the end of four runs on the Deozg Nai River, the minesweepers d

of RAG 91 recovered electrical vire heving a total length of 540 feet.
On a1l four occasions the lengths of wire had some configuration of a :

v — b A

' plug, detonator, or blasting fuse attached to at least one end. {

1 RIVER PATROL GGXUP 51
An average of sixteen of the ninetzen boats assigned to RPG 51

performed the routine patrols on ths long Tao and Soirap Rivers dwring

,.
B

the month of August. The FBR sallors were fired upon three times in

#

August (AT TS 058915, Y5 062544, and Y5 064950) resulting in mo VAN

v STty
-'l'-'t'l.

PR IRl b i)

casualties or damage., Highlights of tae ponth ocenrred on 30 August !

vhile tuo FBR!'s were conducting a roulizs patrol on the Dong Fai River

Y

ten niles east northeast of Seigen (IS 064958). When a sampan vas
detected emerging from a nearby carmsl, the PER's fired warning shots

Luk
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across its bou. Ome of the occupants disappecred in the dense under-

gouth along the bank and the other one closed the PER*s and expreased
his desire to Chien Hoi to the PER's, The VC and his gear and weapon

B T Ty

were delivered to Cat Lal.

COASTAL JUNK FORCES

Fe

Coastal surveillance figtres for the Coastal Group Junk Forces
were ;:ompa.mble to those reported in July as there were 63,951 junks
(62,797 in July) and 197,518 people (205,562 in July) searched in

LA W

August, The detainment fipures reflected a significant increase in

2 AT

X

the mmber of junks detained in the Second and Fourth Coastal Zones , ;

and a larg. decrea3e in the mmber of peopls detained in the Pirst % ,

Coastal Zone partially compensated by increases in the Second, Third, ; !

and Fourth Coastal Zones, The totals in August wers 3L junks (247 ]

in July) end 825 people (862 in July) detained. 5 1

P

First Coastal Zone g

The muber of enery initlated incidents recained at a low level {

\ for Coastal Forces dwring the month with the exception of the evening ) : {j
4 of 11~12 August when there vas inoreassd enewy activity reported through- P
r . out the Republic of South Vietnem. In comparison to the other coastal : g
:‘* ‘ : forces Coastal Group 14, operating with U.S. wnits in tho Cua Dei Biver H
% avea of the First Coastal Zons, were Imvolved in the largest muber of o :
FF‘ incldents with the eneny, On the first day of the menth a surveillance i
g

:5

i

i

- ¢ tean from CGl4 observed sazpan activity in ths vicinity of the CGl4 f
- base nesr the mouth of the Cua Dei River (BT 189553). The tesm took i
."- - : i
H
§
F
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the 5v.un wnder Sice with devactoting scowney. e T2 <ere ki1led
4G on2 V=47, coven hand cremudez, thirty rownds of -mrunition, and .

scwe aiscellancous documenis wern saphied,

E-rly cn the nmosning of I usust the 301G hase eéast ol nong Npal
(% 735735) recelved six rounds of O0rm sorter fire. 111 six rownds
1:nded in the water and there was no furthior contact vith the ene:y.
Later the soue day 2 lone Yobuta jurk ettached to S22 was hit by a
single 57mm recoilless rifle round ané Sume small axss fire approxi-
muzely one milc soutiwest of the CClL base on the Cus D-i River. The
57mm recoilless rifle round ripped hoies in the poit and starboard
side between the waterline and the main deck and in the process slightly
wounded two VIl sailors. Artillery vas promptly supzlied by the U.S.
Americal Division and CTU 115.1.0 with unXnown results, 4 third
significant incident occurred on 9 August in the First Coastal Zono
vhen a survelllance tean oi‘ G 32 found and intorcepted a floating
nine of a very crude design two and one helf miles sauthwest of Hol
An on the Thu Bon River (BT 102557). The conponents of the rine were
styrofoan, berboo, and deteriorated C-4 explosives. i pulley syctem
was used for maneuvering the mine with badly detericrated wire vhich

was probably the reason the mine had not dtonated.

One surveillance team of CGl4 made contact with an unimown number
of VC on Barrier Island situated in the center of t:e Cua Dai River
(BT 188544) during the evening hours of darkness on 14 August. Contact
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. E; was 1ight however one VN weas killed and another one wounded. Three

v
e

YC were confir=ed dead and one AK-47-was captured.

Second Coastal Zone

il A o a0
TPV

Coastal Group 27 located near FPhan Rang in the Second Coastel
Zone was involved In a firefight on the evening of ¢ August when the

aOneagl vy

CG27 reaciion team reacted to intelligence reports that VC were

4t s

entering the My An and Khanh Hoi Hamlets for the purpose of extorting

3530 Lok Bidaia tit

money 2ood, end conscripis. Traveling inland and to the north of

dni.

Phan Rang the team was ambushed by an estimated two squads of VC in 1
green uniforms (BN 885822), The firefighi continued for approximately -
3 thirty minutes with a steady flow of 1llumination fire being provided

: by the CG27 mortars and the Than Hai artillery. When the CG27 teanm

o

LA A Mgt et it L R e

withdrew, they sccounted for nine VC killed (8 probable) and one AX-47
i ; and some documents captured. The CGR7 force fol. .4 up their

LI LIPAL I e
» l‘ L 3

] ; extraction from the area with random H and I fire throughout the night.

o

3 A sweep of the area the following morning uncovered blood trails and
' ' retreating foot prints,

|

~y Y
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;
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>
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] Third Coastal Zone

By PN

POV Y ST
i

On 6 August twenty miles upstream from the mouth of the Co

'
P R

Chien River CG35 provided transportation and blocking for 50 PP troops

“

I _DRFOS

that were inserted on the south bark of the river (X5 445055). The

;A P‘ 'I'TF.I!NV" [
st
Jos.

) ; CG35 mits received sniper fire approzimteiy one mile south of the
insertion point (XS 465055) but had no further contact. When

v

v
PRI
PR

'y

the FPis were extracted from the ares, they reported that they had o
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1light cont:ct which rezuited in the death of two V¢ and the captare - 2
¢f ivo hard grenades,
‘hile patrolling the lower Bassac River on 15 August 29 niles H
:: E southeast of Can Tho, two £G36 junks observed a sanpan crossing froz
%_; . the southern henk of the river (XR 225650) to Dung Island (XR 235630). ,
::';; 4 1 “hen the junks gave chase, they were greeted with automatic weapons
’:__ A 3 fire which they returned and supnressed. Pursuing the eneuy ashore a
i . r:
- 3 B filteen man C536 reaction team came under fire from two locations.
o S This fire vas silenced and the anbush team later retwmed to the jums ;
i’ 3 E without gpining any further contact. Total results for the brief .
N . ; :
2 . incident were two bunkers destrcyed and one sampan captured. ;
After inserting members of the CG36 reaction team on the banks ?
3 of the My Thanh River on 21 August 42 miles southeast of Can Tho, two
: U.S. PCF's and one U.S, WFB procesded farther up the river to set up %
1
o : a mortar support position, Shortly after 1000 the reaction team
::::: ‘, surprised a sm=ll group of VC who wers returning to an extortionist ‘1
T’.j z station. In the brief skimmish that followed ome VC was kilied and ’
e e b i
9 i four VG, assorted documents, and some emmmition were captured, Before
-.:"- ;
2 i the reaction team returned to the afloat units, they destroyed six
{-_L:- H
S ] ; VC sampans and the extortion station. 1
s F '
;__‘ - i ! Fourth Coastal Zone
- i The 56 VEN junks assigned to Coastal Groups 41, 42, 43, end 44
- . 3
- : carried out river and Markst Timo patrols; base defense and SEA
:
- 3 FLOAT oporations in the Fourth Cosstal Zons, Sincs the coastal growps
RN |
5 J .
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operated as an integrated force, tx:ire were Junks from alirost every

¥

ISR VI IR

ceastal ;roun operating out of Ha &ea, 014 Nam Can, &n Thoi, Hon Tre
Island, and Foulo Obi Island. (3ee discussion of Tran Eung Dao :

Campuign in Border Inderdicticn Coxpeizn within Operet3on SEA LORDS

PR

Sl
.

Summary and discussion of 3:i FLOAT in Coastal Surveillance Force

e

. Summary for furtier detail;.}

] : RIVER ASS4TLT GROUPS
j In the Third and Fourth Riverire ireas the VNN RAG's conducted
a total of 2,161 amphibious assaults angd 1,335 river petrols, The

, RAG's were 2lso employed in routine troop 1lifts, escort missions,
3 NGFS, and PSYOPS and Civic Action operations,

Supporting a VC Fational Polfce reaction force ard VNN LDNN
on 4-5 August, riverine craft of RAG 31 of the Fourth Riverine
patrolled the river/canal from the northern end of the Mang Thit-

o Note

Richolai waterway (XS 276237) to the small village of Tan Binh twelve
mlles south of Vinh Long (XS 103107). late in the afternson of

4 dugust the RAG's fired their guns in preparation for a sweep by the

hALMIVIS

National Police one mite east of Tan Binh (%5 138137). Taere vere

negative results from the sweep and the RAG continued to vatrol mtil

EIER ¥ VS DL )

Just after midnight when they inserted the seven LDNN for a night

. ey

guardpost, In the morning the LDXN returned to the RAG boats with the

[ UV D e

roport that they had kdlled one VC and wvounded two others during the
night, They also had destroyed two hootches and captured one grenade.
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KAG 24 wnits departed Fm Cuong (XT 806138) on the morning of : :

7 August with elements of the 5th ARV Division embarked., +hile they

transited the Seijon River towards Ben Suc, 26 miles northwest of :

k . Saigon an eighteen miles upstream from Phu Cuong (Xi' 754354), they

v

.
At
-

] received a single B-40 rocket from the west bank, As the rocket fell

W

) o

harmlessly in the river, the “Al!'s released their batteries on a VO

EZ who was leaving the scene of the incident. The force completed their
LI , t-ansit to the northwest without further interruptions. A ground
" 3 ] search by the ARVN units the following day three miles southeast of

Ben Suc (KT 620318) yielded two thres-day old VC bodies, one AK-47

and 100 kilograns of rice, The rice and the AX-{7 were in a separate

Jocation.

After ARVN and HF troops were loaded aboard RAG 25/29 units on

24 August at Ca Man (WR 165145), the amphibious force got underway

i

t

’; and proceeded west on the narrow Ganh Hao River to the intersection

i

i of the Ong Doc River. Twrning south on the Ong Doc River, tus riverine

H

; craft traveled another six miles (WR 048076) before they stopped in

order to put the soldiers ashore, Contimiing south the VNN paralleled

: !
L - 1 the troop swesp, Sniper fire was received during this part of the :
- i
. ' operation which wounded one VHNN. One ccupany rsturned to the boats H
- :
- that afternoon while the mst remained ashore., The RAG besched their i
- § !
> cra’t for the evening (WR 004042). The following morning they traveled :
K .. ] ;
-} l farther south (VR 998040) where the one compeny vas put ashors after |
»] 3 \
> ¢ \
:'3:- the VNN had prepared the beach with their arzement. Throuvghout the
> day the VAN extracted the ground units; once they were all on board !
> i
3 i
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the boats returned to Ca l2u. The ground units ezcounted for 30
dead VY3, three VC suspects, zlcven porsonal wespcms, and 500 rcuncs
of Ail-47 armnition, Four . VI7 were-¥illed 2nd tw others wounded,

Cne .. advisor attached to the fround wnits was xIso wounded. )

RIVER A50aclT AlD DNTFIICUICH IIVISIE 70-75

A higher degree of utilization of FAIL's 70 tkrough 75 was
evidenced in August as comncred with July with incruases in the n?r.bgr
of river patrols and amphibious operaiions from 9C2 to 1,007 ana’ﬁ'an
365 to 624 respectively, (AID%s 70, 71, and 73 were heavily cormitted
to GIALT SLINGSHOT operations with R:ID 70 operstion from Mobile

R T e i o

Base II on the Vam Co Tay River at Tzn An and AIS's 71 and 73 operating
from 3en Luc on the Vam Co Dong. Iight to moderzte contact for the
RAID?'s during the month accounted for 26 hostfle fire incidents, The

VNN were credited with eightecn VO killed (three rrovable) at the loss
of eight VNH Xilled and 43 VHH wounded. {See discussion of GIANT

SLINGSHOT canmpelign in Operation SEA LORDS Swrmary section for further details).

RAID 72 was statiomed at Chau Doc and was employed in river operaticns on the

O AR RS e B WNUAE AT 1B S S AT ¥ et

Vinh Te Canal, (See discussion of Border Interdiction Campaign in
Operation SEA LORLS Summary section for further dstails.)

Tave

RAID's 74 and 75 supported Brigade “A" of the VNIC under the o
operational control of the 21st ARVN Division in the northeastern -
portion of Bass Area 483 in Chuong Thien Province, RAID 74 units in
campany with thres river craft of the 18th FF Boat Company were enroute
on 13 August from Vi Therh on the Cai Tu River to the VNMC fire support
bass at the intersection of the Cal Tu and Cai Loa Rivers (WR 369693)
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vhen thsy were 2-bushed ~~ta 1.‘onr cxrand detoncted nines, £ifteen §
F5 romnds, a0l cutomntic veazons fire from botha benks. The wnits :
retizzed the five end cleared the area, Enexy casualties vere E
win>;m 2né friendly casusities were inited to three V% slightdy ;
yownde¢ and nincr shrepnel holes in the su ‘rstructure of one ..373, f

{x 16 augcust 21D 74 conducted a iroop 1lift eleven miles soxth-
est of Vi Thonh on the Cai Lon River (from +R353670 ‘o .R372702).
Fron 17-2C lugust the amphinious operetions moved to the northecst
2nd ta2 Rach “noc Trong (from .R375707 to .R453670). .Jhile searcaing
the river banks o2 the 15th, tie VNI wounded one evading V¢ and
uncovered taree ZPG rownGs in crude wooden ang pipe launchers, six

St nin s an s e e ®

Jrenades, four rdnes of wvarious types, and 400 feel of eleciricel vire,

——
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Inaipg the month tiic Victnamese Marine Corps ané their C.:.

laripe Corns advisors conilnued operations jn the Thi-d 2nd Torxrth !
CY% uith the employment o persomnel as:isned to th: sfx Int-xiry -

battalions 25 follows: corizt operaticns - 305, security orers~

()
(e
et

oty

tions - ve, rse:ve strluc - 2., ané training - 1o, Tie

e
[

eosiA,
L 4

negli;ibie to light contect tint 211 unilc ooperlenced was roflected

in the low nizder of enery cisualties in comparicon tc tze July figure.

POTN T

3 totzl of 23 VT were killed (0 in July}, eighteen VC vere castured, :

IR USWAL

ond one Y& rallied. ¥arire cosualties werc aimost identiczl *c those

of July ith fifteen rarines killed and anothor 83 wounded., zaneny

=ines contirmed to teke their toll as 50 of all marine cesuxities

vere caused b7 mines,

[o

Frorm 1-30 August Brifude it inéluding the Brigade Headcuarters,

the Second end Fourth Infantry Bettalions, and Battery i of the First

idrtillery Szitelion conducted reccmmzissance in force operatices in the

wr o dmme

nortleastern portion of Lase Area 453 in Chuong Thien Frovince, IV

"o~ s

CiZ, The zdszion of the Brigade vms to open the East-West route
between Vi Thanh and Pach Gia and to open the North-South porticn of
Route 12 in their area cf operaticn. Under the operational ccairol

of the 21st iX¥N Division, the Marines, who were supported by the VNN
RAID!s 74 axd 75, Province Reconnaissance Tnits, National Field Folice,
and Revolutiomary Development Cadre, bad negligible activity umitl

15 August when the First Pattslion, which had been at the Thu Duc

PO
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tnze cxzmie wntil 3 lg ust -len tuar reliived tue Fourtk Battalion,

~

7S plztoon. Three ¥ were

estan2? ¢ contact with 2t cotirzted -

\

®illeé <ni onc ..i=50 uzs eaprtuced vhile three narines vere vcunded
»y nincs, The same day Yhc Jecond Titt-lion o stured two VO at the

locs of onc "urine killed ané tvo wocunded. Three doys Y-ter on

-

*

18 avgust the Pirst Ezttalion sustained two marines xilled and
seventecn -rounded during an engagenent vith an estimated VC conrany.
Energyr cacuzliles were not detarmined, Twelve miles southwest of Vi
Thenh (.E3.5625) on 26 iugust the Second Sattalion diccover:it a 30

bed dicpensary which they sutsequently destroyed. They alco coptured
250 82mn morter rounds, two B-40 rounds, and two rolls of cormunication
vire, During the same operation one VNN was killed and one VNI and one
USH were vounded when two 1iID boats were taken under fire while they
were attenniing to recover three frG rounds and three launchers that
they had sighted aleng the benk, %ith the operation concluded on

30 August, the Brigede returned to Thu Duc for a period of stend-dcvm,.

Brigade "B" which includes the Third and Fifth Infantry Pattaliocns,
and Battery E of the Second Artillery Battalion continued rcconnaissance
in force operations in Bien Hoa Province under the operational control
of the II COrps “ictical Zone wntil 15 August when the Brigade returned
to Thu Duc and Saigon in order to stand-dowm for the remainder of the
nmonth, The only significant incident occurred on 2 August (¥5225899)
when the Fifth Battalion killed eight VC in a fight with a company

size force of VC,
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The Fitth Tottelicn ioz detechied from Crigede Y37 on € august
and e =n carrying out reconnaiz:once operaiions under the centrol of
_’L ihe Lon;, Yien Special Zoine in the vicinity of 3ien Hoa air hase.
_j There was negetive contzet th.ough 15 Suzuste The Baitalion returned
; to their Thu Duc bese canp on¢ vas placed in = one hour standby to J3, !
3 ‘hen the Third Battalion relisved the Fifth Sattalion on 21 auncust,
3
3 the Fifth Bottallon reverted to a stand-dovn status for the remainder
J
k of thc nonth,
The Fourth Bettalion, which returned to itsbasc amp at Vung Tou
]
1 on 8 August, was in a reserve status through 31 August, i
. {
j ;
} :iith ons platoon of Sattery D providing the artillery support, :
i o}
. the Sixth Battalion performed roconnaicsance in force and security $
] operations north of Bien Eca under the control of the Long Bien Special (,
Zone. Light contact on 10 iugust with a VC squad resulted in two VC H
i i
: killed. During a night guardpost on 16 August the marines confronted
f another ¥0 squade Four VO were killed end two B-40 rounds, three 3-40 i
: fuses, and 100 rcunds of AX-47 amrunition were taken into custedy.
i L}
With no further contact the Sixth Battalion moved to the vicinity of ;
1 2
i‘ Highay 1 between Bien Hoa and Long Binh (YT035126) on 25 August end
X : assuned the III CTZ standby rcserve assigmment.
1 Batteries B and C of the First Artillery Battalion remained at '
e
i;c: : the Thu Duc bass camp for the entire month. Battery R joined Batteries
-ﬁ‘- é
t::* i B and C after cccpleting operations with Brigade "B" on 15 August.
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aed sunfire support from their

Sattery D vrovi

Two nlztoons of
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The remrining plotoon was stationed et Thu

positicns at Cat 1ai.

rting operaticns in the

SupNe:;

Batiery F spent a second month
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VNN /VNMC_STATISTICAL SUMMARY
VIETWAMESE NAVY: .
Daily Average Searched Detained
Uper Empl Junks People Junks People
COASTAL FORCR
I 8.4 46.8 20,532 70,819 92 238
II  43.5 L2.7 26,593 73,981 113 216
I 47.3 46,0 9,260 28,346 g8 28
v 33.4 33.2 66 24,672 2 3
Sub-totals: 63,951 197,818 314 825
# FiIST COMMAND :
PATROL SHIPS ~ 26,1 2.3 2,617 11,007 1 36 !
PCF/WPB's 17.5 10.6 2,382 8,509 16 15 i
§
RIVEZINE AREA 121.9  121.4 5,928 24,120 o o t
RAG CRAFT i
ATF 211 65.0 55.3 4,228 9,582 o] 2 i
ACSTRAL TASK  70.8  65.7 5,400 14,005 0 12 :
FGRCE T :
- TOTALS: 84,566 265,041 341 890 ’
¥
VIETNAMESE HARINE CORPS:
VC/5TA KIA 23  Captured 18 SubJects Detained_ 2 ;
VRMC: KIA_15 WIA 8% MIA 0
HOI CHANH 1 3

* Provided 44 gunfire support missions.

# Includes RAG 27, RAG 81, RAG 91, and RPG 51

GROUP 4

Downgraded at 3 year intervals

Dscizssified after 12 years
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Although net as significant as the rocord Chien Hol rate of

. . 208 in July, a total of fifteern Hol Chanh rallled to U.S. and Victnanese

e
o

LI S i
P
1)
A

Navy craft during August. Hunger and heavy personns) losses were

]

generally the reasons most retwrnees gave for abdicating, Ore Hol
2 Chanh was reported to have led a U,S, unit 1o a VC hospital complex

i 4 G
..V.ryr“vl.u
. 2 i

vhere he had workedas a medic,
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The P3YOPS and Civic Action effort in the RSSZ has continued at a

£, € T,
-

4 Fadd
P RPN
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)
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high level wilh r.gular aerial leaflet drops, loudspesker operations, i
'}_ . : and IENCAFS. Seebee units working in the area have completed repairs :

.ot
N

on three VIMC artillery sites and construction of several com;mity

U
¢
I3

’

projects in An Thol Dong Village (vicinity XS995640). During one U.S. ‘

.
)
LR

-
(34

Navy LHFT P3I0PS mission conducted on 13 August fourteen miles sontheast

N

JRERVSIRN AT R

N

of Seigon (Y3070770 to ¥3090750), there were 65,000 Chieu Hoil passes and :::1

5 28,00C safe conduct passes dropped from the helos, The snall village \_3
N e
s of Tan Thenh twenty three miles southeast of Saigon (¥511/586) was the ;‘“
L scene of a U.5./VN MZIGAF on 24 August. The U.S. medical persomnel v
E 1 ; treated 233 patients and dusted off one seriously 111 VN child to the
E - : s
E : j 36th Evacuation Hospitsl . at Vung Tau., Other U.S, and Vi talked wvith
E.‘ the people and distributed 200 health kits, 150 Republic of Vietnas i—,.._
= ' 1_-;
- flags, 75 Rural Life megazines, 500 "Today" newspapers, and 1CO balloons. W
o~ &0
S 5
Ay F Operation SEA FLOAT, the joint USN/WIN pacification effort on the -
2 4 lower Ca ¥au Peninsula near 01d Nam Can City (VQ992673), vas expanded a
;-r 3 _:. 1
i:,’l 3 ot
S5 3 : g
I::;.." - ) .:::‘
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2:,23n In Suqust «{th the arriml cf ILF lontagnard troops and Ulte
Siuil's at the begimning of the month and I Coastal Group 41 junks
at the oné of the month. The T.J, Ri:''s arnd Seswolves at dii FLGaT

vere employed extensively vith the troops and this resulied in a
reduction in their P3Yur3 effort, This situation was partially

relieved with the arrival of the VN junks. As of 31 August.a total

of 212 hours of ISYCF; broadcasts has been logzed by SiEi FLOAT forces.
There were 1,677 new visiters to 534 FLOAT in August, since the

inception of the operation 15,345 people have visited the complex,

and 780 families have indiceted a desire to resettle, while 146 fanilies
have actually returned to Nem Can, A thriving woodcutting commmity

has developed in the vicinity of the Cai Nhap Canal (’3088710). Along
approxirately eight small canals off the Cua Lon River and just west

of the Cai thap 25 hootches have been constructed housing approximately
160 people. An estirated 157 junks which stay from three to five days
a;‘e nestled within the canals, In order to eet aside a safe area for

use by the woodcutters a no fire zone has been established which generslly
coincides with the area in vhich mo-t of the woodcuiters have settled,
The good news of SEA FLOAT and the protection in the area has been
spreading fast as Junks and sempans from as far away as Vinh long,

Rach Gia, Ha Tien, and Chau Doc have arrived in the area,

Seabee Team 7102 located at Fhuoc Le City (¥3380616), completed
the construction of three sets of playground equirment to be utilized
in the Phuoe Tuy Frovince achools, Five mcre sets are scheduled for
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; ~rodneti m. In « ciniler rrofect twe swing sets were fabriczted :
¢ hr Sezhee Tecr Y014 stationed at Phu Vinh ( R452773) and were doncced :
53 . {
k : to the loeod school. Villagers of the tiny hanlet of Sro Vinh thirty i
‘ five miler east-northeast of Jaigon (¥T472117) had no convenient ;
1 . . t R
] method by which to cross 2 canal in order to get to their farmlands,
Jeabee Teanm G104 working out of Xuan Lec {YR462021) responded tc their
request and constracted a single two neter by seven meter cingle span ety
4 wooden bridgz. by
; ' e
DA
] The Mawal Suprort Activity Danang medical personnel cciducted R
SRy
) voluntary work at the Stella Maris Dispensary and the ralteser Hospital ; -
in Dznang. Dermetology, orthopedic, surgical, and urology clinics were )
held weekly at the Nud hospital, More than 35,000 Vietnamese civilians .
i
i were treated ty UsH and Vial NEDCAP teams throughout the Republic of
1
! Vietnam. A iypical MEDCAP operation took place on 6 August at tke Ly
i Bang Ban Dau Catholic Orphenage (¥D748251) 3ust southeast of Hue. Cne
USN corpsman and Clearwater F3% sailors including VI ACTOV trainees
{ treated “hirty children and distributed 200 school kits, 200 bars of
i
i soap,and 80 plastic food trays. Following the !EDCAP the Vietnamese
_: 3 children serenaded ths USN and YWN sailors as a demonstration of their
O eppreciation.
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UNCLASSIFIED

. USN CIVIC ACTZOR STATISTICAL SUMMARY
; E 25 URE < 25 JULY 1969
!Z: E
X ' TOTAL NyMBER OF MAN-DAYS (10 hr. devs) PERSCNNEL OF UNITS ENGAGED :
TN CLVIC ACCION PROJECTS: _ 665
CCST OP SUPPLIES CONTHIBUTED BY MILTTAKY RESOURCES FOR_CIVIC
3 ACTIUH PROJECTS : VNS 5,815,210
3 EXPENDITURES FROM THE US/FWMAF CIVIT ACTION PSYAAR FUND: VIS_972,130
] ) VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS : VN$__ 106,802
3 ; .
. : PERCENTAGE OF US MILITARY CIVIC ACTZON ACTIVITIES CONDUCTED
¥ K,
: ; SOINTLY WITH:
9 M -
1 1 - Percent
- Other FWMAP
] ; RVNAF
j U.S. Civilian voluntary agencies 2
Average percent of self-help by TN civilians
L i a. Labor 1
N 4 b, Material
X H
- ¢ :
3% ) EFEOGRAMS
o H
?‘“; 4 } Man Days Expenditures (vn3)
. i
:f ~ i Ecoromic Development L60 70,136
s i Education 2535 303,098
L.:,: ] Social Welfare 2,72 5,324,619
- i Transportation 578 265,12
- | ; Refuges 428 261,165
>3 . i
@ : IuSTITUCES ASSISTSD:
1
L i Nymber
= ! Schools _&
- ; Hospitals/Dispensaries 34
Tk 1 Orphanages 37
» Others 27
1 j
b 3
1‘.-
5, TICIA3SIFIRD 13
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3 ACOELZRTED TWLNOVEE FLOGTAN AT TIATNING SDFalY
f é
3 . On 11 August, ten I37%s formaliy ascipned to River Division 574 %
“Z of TF 116 were unofficially twmned over to the Victnozese Navy durdng ’
3 . ;
g a brief ceremony at ¥ha 3e. The newly accuired TIZ0's foined three :
A
other units to bring the total number of boats assigned to RPG 52
Y up to thirteen PI's, Tuclve of the wmits are asrigned to the opera-
; tional conirol of the Vil Commander of the 1155Z; the last boat is
3 responsible to the Capital 14ilitary District for night patrols on the
] Saigon River., The units assigned to the W52 are in thz process of
E relicving U.5. PBR's that are operating in the 11332, :
E ; {
The 1CU 1475 was decommissioned and turned over tc the Vietnucese
Havy during formal ceremonies on 30 August at the First Coastal Zone
Headquarters locatedat the Danang Kawl Base, Rear i<nirel Bonner, '
! Commander U,S, Naval Support Activity Danang, represented the United ;
States and presented the craft to Commander Thom, Corrender First |
E,__ Coastal Zone. The acceptance of the ICU by Commander Thom culminated
o .
f'f"- i 3 for the new Vietnamese crew weeks of inport Indoctrinztions and wnder-
_._'_‘;: way training which included local cargo operations ani tamiliarization
< trips to other ports in II CTZ.
[ . ;
0 . ] ,
2 The first phase-in of VNN personnel into the ACTCVLMG Craft Main-
o
t.:-: tenance System began near the end of July and the first part of Aug-
N} ‘ ust with the arrival of tne VNN persomnel to the varfous N3A activities
;! L throughout the Republic of Vietnem. The concept of thls progran is
3 ) 3
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, to provide the Tietmsmese om the job -trining which will lead to j
’ * their eventual ascipiion of 211 the work of the reir depertments, .4 3
? As of 31 August there were 402 VITI persomnel undersoing on the job i
training for craft reintenance; there were 255 enrolled in TKE class s ]
D A" schools of eraft maintenznce.
The VBN logisties orpzniusciion which is in the infitial stages ;
of developnent had 85 Vi exnlled in base maintenance schools or : 1
in treining and tkzxe were 50 Uk's and 50 3K's attending "i" school
‘ at the exd of the nocath. .
i Jithin the tr=ining progran the large drawdown of VNN personnel

from operating forces to nan turnover craft has caused a general
Jowering of the mintenance readiness. This situvation is expected
to improve as school end OJT graduates become available during the

next twelve months. A stronger emphasis is being placed on publication
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&] Coastal Group (V)
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The folloiing cbbreviaiiens and terns are corronly used in the cod:z'.t' : '
3 ’ zone by all apenciec and are listed here in amplificaticn of those used in “
. ths text: ;;? ]
3 “ |
457 Attack by fire :
AT PGITKE A »mlti-purgose barge, standard size is twenty-eight fiat i
: by ninety feet
‘ ; ARV Army of the Rep‘ublic of Vietnam ‘
E:: : ASPB Assault Support Patrol Boat
4 : ATC " Armored Troop Carrier
J ATSB Advance Tactical Support Base
| AN Automatic ¥eapons z
j; Black Pany/Bronco CV-10 Twin Engine Turboprop Counterinsurgency Aircraft . J
! ccB Command and Cosemmnications Boat . ' |
-

T

0

CHICCUH Chinese Commmist

3
W%

CIDG Civilian Irregular Defense Groups - mercenaries of Viet-

o’

AL 73 DN
-

{or namese, Laotian, Cambodian descent who fight primarily

4

¥
v )
A

around own villages
cD Caplital Military District
CRIP Civilian Reconnaissance Intelligence Platoon

AR e ety
[N

|
1N Yae
~

TV

:::-: cs Tear gas grenades

p _,.:-

:.-\' CT2 Corps Tactical Zone
£

.f-. cz Coastal Zme

2

-

Delta Hawk Moh_awk QV-1C aircraft
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“edical =2vaciaiion ty nelicopter
Inemy initistel firefight

¥ire Support Sace

Tree Viorid [{ilitary 37sistance Forces

Gun Damage Assesnent

Government of Vietnam

Harassment and Interdiction Fire Support
Joint General Staff {ARVi)

Killed in Action

Saigon government and serve with allied military units
light Attack Fire Teanm (CV-10ts)

light Anti-tank ¥eapm

Landing Craft, Persmnel, Large

Vietnamese eguivalent of USN underwater demclition team
Light Helo Fire Tean

GH-6 Light Ubservation Helicopter

Leng Range Aecomnaissance Patrol

¥ilitary Assistance Comrand, Vietnam

Mobile Advance Tactical Support Base

Medical Civic Action Program

Heavily armored 1CM~6 (LOmm cannon or 105z howitzer)
Mobile Riverine Base

Mobile Riverine Force
Minesweeper, Boat

Minesweeper, Drane
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Former Viet Cang who have come over ic the side of the
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N ‘obile Ttrike Force - mercenaries who deploy a2nd ;c

"1

anywhere

M
« 0w

LR RN

wyNE e

"C.S liaval Cunfire Supvort
fprge Naval ™telligence iiaison (fficer
Zight Cbservation Device

A VA irorth Vietnamese Army

.
»
.
(9]
[&]
[ RS T

3 4 ‘ 7B Patrol Boat, Tiver

: ) CE Patrol Craft, Fast (SWIFT Boat)
£ ] ) O Patrol Gunboat

It Provincial Recannaissance Unit . i
PSA “rovincial Sector Advisor

. 7 Psyops Psychological Operations

3 RAD River Assault Division
’ RAG River Assault Group (VNK)
{ i RAID River Assault and Interdictiom Division (VIE)

RAS River Assault Squadrom ¥
RF/PF. Regional Forces/Popular Forces ) 3

RiG Rocket Propelled Grenade .

.
»

, RSSZ Rung Sat Special Zone

H SAR Search and Rescue

{

! SEAWCLF UH-1B Helo, heavily armed, USN operated
|

; SHADCW C~119 aircraft

PRSP

SKIMVER 20* fiberglass rowboat

) SLICX UH-1B Helo

SPOOKY C-47 aircraft

Swimmer Support Boat (skimmer)
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STAB
TACR
USLV

v

AN ALy

SEAT Team Assault Boat
Tactical Area of R :ccn ibility
United States Arqy, Vietnam
Vietnamese Marine Corps
Vietnanese Havy

F;laxne thrower equipped ATC or *GHITCR

Waterborne Guarposts
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