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’ POST-TET ENEMY OFFENSIVE SUMMARY
February 1969

More than 100 cities, towns, including Saigon, and military imstallsations
throughout South Vietnam were targets of Viet Cong rocket and mortar ehells
on 23 February as an apparent new enemy offensive began, Widespread and
coordinated rocket/mortar attacks, in addition to soms ground probes, wers
sxperienced in all four Corps areas, and provoked retaliatory actions from
allied forces.

U, S Navy units und installations in I, III and IV Corps areas reportv:ld
numerous scattered enemy initiated actioms that were associated with the
new offensive.

Hardest hit among U. S. Kavy activities were I Corps' Danang Haval
Support Activity and vieinity. On 23 February, an estimated 20 to 30
enemy 122-mm rockets, fired in three volleys, impacted on the NAVSUPPACT,
Danang deepwater piers (BT 025 836). The initial casualty list revealed
tio U. S. Navy personnel casualties, however, material and property damages
were extensive . The adjacent ARVN ammunition dump received several rocket
hits which set off secondary explosions which epewed shrapnel fragments
over a wide area, causing fires and desiroying and damaging U. S. Kavy
structures and materials.

Elsewhere in I Corps, NAVYSUPPACT Detachment Sa Huynh in Quang Ngsi
Province (BS 928 221) received five enemy mortar rounds on 25 February.
Three impacted in the water near POL barges, and two rounds landed on a
nearby hillside. The mortar attack was accompanied by swallwarms fire
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from directions north and -east of the islapd. NSAD reaction personnel
returned the fire with ,50 caliber, M=79 and M-60 fire. Cunsahips wers
also called to the scene. One pusher boat sustained minor damsges amd
one Navyman was wounded during the attack,

On 27 February, t;co enasy 122-mm rounds slammed into the RAVSUPPACT,
Danang covered storage area (BT 055 795) causing exteusive damage,
including wounis sustained by 13 Navymen. Mors rockets were lobbed at
the Danang bridge loading ramp (BT 035 762) during & rocket barrage on
the 27th, destroying LCU 1500 and YFU 78, 1CU 1500 received a direct
hit by a rocket of unknown sisze. Ammunition on the LCU was detonated
and an explcsion occurred with fire spreading to the nearby IFU. Another
craft, LCU 1614, sustained minor damags by shrapnel. - Total U. S. Navy
personnel casualties were reported at 21 Navymen killed and 38 wounded.

The enewy initiated attacks in the Gilant Slingshot area, IIX Corps,
on 23 Pebruary, with a 0100 assault on Tan An, followed by attacks in
Bsn luc, Co Dau Hoa, Duc Hoa, and Tra Cu, in rapid sucosssion. The
onamy employed rocket and 82-mm mortar fire with coordinated ground
movement in their rapid attacks. Navy unite in these areza were already
poised for such attacks as a result of published intelligence by CIG
194.9. The only USN casualties resulting from these attacks occurred
at Go Dau Hoa when one Navyman wus killed and five others were wounded.
Enewy casualties resulting from return fire wers unknown.

In IV Corps, the Dong Tem Support Base received 24 rounds of 82-wm

Enclosure (1)
2
T T e T T T

WL
DONCEASSIFIED




rhe BT

Uk i o e g

v

| ‘:. _}3
ONCTASSIFIL -5

mortar and seven rounds of 75-ma recoilless-rifle fire on 23 February.
. No hits were received in the Navy area or within the Mobile Biverine
Base. There were negative reports on U. S. Havy casualties.
On. 26 Pebruary, 11 enemy rockets impacted in My Tho City. The My Tho
PER base received a direct hit and several near nisses. 030 round hit
& buwilcer in the corner of the base, There were no USN personnel
casuaities. Material damage was minor shrapnel dispersion into a SEAL

quonfist structure; major damage to one electrical connection bax and

e e T et et A e At e e A A e e e e S e e T e ey
T L T T T e e e a  a T e e e e e e e T
T T A T PP TP P A ST e SRR, N L LT T T "L IR, PP W Wy LR Sl T, X, O M

UNWMSS‘BF‘D? ———

phoni 1ines between PHI base and Victory Hotel wers severed.
1
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[ OPERATION SEA LRDS SUMMARY
r o February 1969

Each campaign area in Operation SEA LORDS remained at a high leval
of activity ‘during February, Vietnamese Navy (VNN) participation increased
with the transfer of TF 117 craft to the VNN to form two Iﬁvc. igsault and
Interdiction Divislons (RAID) which began operations in the GIANT SLINGSHOT
Carzaign and the addition of coastal group units to the Rach Oiang Than -
Virh Te Cazpaign for Operation TRAN HUNMG DAQ, Results obtained from both
interdiction and river incursion op;ratiom showed improvement with inpe
cressed exployment of ground forces in cambined and Joint operations with
the navel forces, Enemy opposition to Uperation SEA LORDS forces remained
heary, especially in the GIANT SLINGSHOT Campaign,

Along the Vam Co Tay arnd Vam Co Dong rivers, patrol and river assault

cralt hampered enemy movement taking evading craft under fire on more than

30 cccesions, On several of these occasions arms and ammunition were dige

covered in the evading craft, On the evening of 27 February an evading
sarpan, abandoned by its occupants after being fired on, was searched
and found to contain two AX-L47 rifles and 72 B-LO/M1 rockets, Patrol
crsft participated in nearly 60 ground operations by inserting small

reccnnalssance patrola, company size landing forces, and by providing

blecking patrels, Twice during the month major operstions, KEEL HAUL -
I & II, utilized convoys of patrol craft and heavy assault craft,

These convoys were formed to carry out river ambushes and yround
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sweeps on the Vam Co Dong between Hiep Hoa and Go Dau Ha, Operation KEEL

HAUL I took place 8 - 12 February and KEEL HAUL II occurred Z1 - 25 February,
Ground and naval forces in Operation GIANF3LINGSHOT accounted for 123 enemy X - i

L e e S TR N
_; - .'v.' R

killed (Bl body count plus L2 estimated), 8 captured, 6 Hoi Chanhs, 9 sus-
pects detained, 10 sampans captured, L8 junks/sampans destroyed, In addi-
tion to the evading craft taken mnder fire there were more than 80 instances i
‘, : when fixed wing or helicopter strikes/artillery fire were called in or the . '1
river craft engaged enemy positions, Eunemy opposition came in the form of ]
nore than 70 hostile fire incidents plus 7 booby trap detonatioas, In addi-

tion, enemy attacks by fire aud 1light ground probes on bases came with the post~ I o
) . -y )
Tat offensive beginning on 23 February, These attacks began at Tan An fol- L
lowed shortly by attacks at Ben Luc, Go Dau Ha, Duc Hoa, and Tra Cu., Go Dau :

Ha and Tra Cu were hit again on the 2jth aud 25th, The initiel attack on .

g s

Go Dm‘z: Ha wes the most serious when ons navyman was killed and five wounded ,,_
a8 10 rockeis and 35 mortar rounds hit the area, Total friendly losses in

February OIANT SLINGSHOT operations came to 5 USN and 1 USA killed; L9 USN,

BN
PPV RV AP

19 USA and § VN wounded; 20 USN and 2 VNN craft damaged; and 1 PER destroyed, el
January operations appesr to have cleared out most of the large enemy arms
caohes near the two rivers as the mmber discovered fell from more than L0
{10 only 3 in February, Material captured in arms caches and direct actiom

with the enery includeds

20,000 rounds small arms smmunition o
9 107-m rockets )
76 B-LO rockets

‘6 B-L1 rockets
Enclosure (2)
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: 1 B~l0 launcher
' f 2 RPG=2 rounds
r- . : 19 RPG~T rounds
: 16 recoilless rifle rounds (S7-ma - 5, TS ~ 11)
2% mines, bangalore torpedoes, claymores, etc,
38 grenades
70 pounds of explosives plus detonators and fuzes
32 Anaividusl weapons
10 rdscellaneous guantities of documents and medical
supplies,
® : 10 kilograms rice

The enexy mine threat that had developed in January on the Kinh

Lagrangs and Kinh Ong Lon appeared to be neutralized by the chaln drag mdne

. sweeping carried out during February in the BARRIER REEF interdiction
i .
i ' . campuipgn, Hostile fire incidents numbered eight with only two navymen R

wounded, Two Vietnamese were killed and one wounded in an attack on an

,_-'__': outpost which patrol craft alded in suppressing with their g\mﬁ.ro. While

“ ground forces were not as avallable as 4n the GIANT SLINGSHOT Campalgn a

;_ . 1 total of 1§ sweeps, reconnaissance probes or embushes were carried out

: Jointly with P¥/PFia or CIDG units, These operations, plus nine occasions . Vg

» when patrol e¢raft guns or Seawolf strikes wers brought to bear on enemy '

o positions, resulted in five Viet Cong killed, three wounded, and 48 struce .
tures destroyed, In addition,one evading craft was taken under fire des- f:;
troying the sampan and killing an estimated four Viet Cong, Another aspect Lo

of BARRIER EXfZF operations was a medcap and extensive psyops carried out in

the vicinity of the major enemy north to south crossing point on the Ong Lon, "I:

As in BARRTER REEF mine sweeping during February appeared to neutralize E
the mine threat on the Vinh Te Canal, Daily patrols by PBR's on the Vinh
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Te and PCP's svpported by an ATC on the Rach Giang Thanh comtinued during

- the month, Iow water in the western portions of the Vinh Te hampered

L. operations somewhat and district and provincial forces remaired reluctant

[" to Join in operations om this section of the infiltration patrols along

[ : the Cambodisn border, With the commencement of Operation TRAN HUNG DAD *

.' 4 in mid-February and the introduction of SEAL operations along the Rach

E. Glang Than the employmert of growd forces began to show improvement, The - ‘

VNN forces consisting of unitas from two coastal groups (8 Command, 23 Kien .‘-_ :

Oiang, and 6 Yabuta Junks), 80 reaction trocps, i LCVP and 2 FOM began ',-".;

- operating imitally from Ha Tiem, On 20 February additionsl VNN coastal ]

ﬁ . and river assa'llt units began their. operations from Chau Doc on the Vinoh P .j
' 7 Te and north westward along the Chau Doc River (VNN mina sweeping of the ‘ _,.,:'.

Vinh Te by ICVP had etarted in late Jamary), During the month four hos=

tile fire incldents resulted in one navyran killed and four wounded, one

VNH ICVP sunk, and several VNN wounded, R
Operations in the Rach Gia Campaign continued with patrols occasion-

ally extending out from the Rach Gia-long Xuyen Cansl onto Kinh Ba The,

Kioh Tri Ton, Kinh Churg Ban, Xinh Rach Sei, and Ha Tien-Rach Gia Canal,
Patrols were largely unopposed with no USKN casualties in only five hostile
fire incidents which were directed primarily at ground units being supported,

e aan

Contoct with enemy units was made on several occasions by RF/PF's and ARVM
operating with patrol craft and RF boat units, Results of these actions
included 1L RF/PF or AKVN killed and 57 wounded, 56 Viet Cong killed and
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4 7 captured, one arma cache discovered, and 133 structures destroyad,

'_. : i ’ Coantsl patrol craft contimied their raids into rivers and canals
" off the Gulf of Thailand; South Chira Sea; and portions of the Co Chien
Ham Luong, Soi Rap, and Rung Sat Speclal Zone patrolled by "Swift® boata,
The moat aignificant trend in these opsrations was the amployment of re~
'. : : action forces with the *Swift" boats to engage enemy units along the wauter- :
' ' ways, Also noteworthy was the decrease in hostile fire incidents and the
conduct of almost routine patrols on rivers which the PCF's had to fight
. their vay onto in prior months, liowever, the enewy did deliver deadly
i - , accurate rocket fire from well prapared positions in several engagements ‘ .".'.;.;.';
5 with one "Swift*® boat surk and another nearly lost (see Coastal Surveillance 2
;:::j f ) Summary for details), Results of the 48 river incursions includeds
R | Enesy casualtiest
L a, Killed 28 (20 B¢ + 8 EST) ke
oo b, Wounded 1 EST oo
¢, Captured 9 : A
A Friendly casualties: ST
Lo a, Killed 1 (MSF soldier) o
’ b, Wounded 18 (16 USH, 1 MS? and 1 pewsman) NERR
- Enexy material losses: _ .
i-’f-_- 1 8. Destroyed S
o (1) Jurnks or sampans 48l
i (2) Structures &8s
'® (3) Rice 1k tons
E. ’ b, Damaged
(1) Junks or sampans 129 T
- (2) Structures 383 "4
p - ¢, Captured . AR
o (1) Junks or sampans 2 : Tt
e | Enclosure (2) T
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r . Friendly materisl loszses )
! » a, Craft damaged e _ .
. 1 b, Craft destroyed O
-k . 1
Lk # PCF 71 which sark in 10 feet of water was salvaged, _
LF 1
B .
v.» F 1
. L L
' 4
o
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p_(‘ASTAL SURVEYLILWE FORCE SUMMARY
Februery 1759

Sea ard air surveillance patrcls along the ‘coast of South Vietnam
continued to wintain a highly effective barrier against the infiltration
of arms and ammnition by sea, Durirg February nearly 75 percent of the
32,407 jurks and sam; sne detected were checked by 15,1361 inspections
and 8,89l boartings, Boarding cperailors resulted in the detention of

696 persons for curfew or restricted area viclat.ons, lmproper paperd,

and other suspicious activity, In addition craft which attempted %o evade !
when challenged were taken under firw killing or weunding the oceupants om ‘
at least 19 occesions, Cther coastal surveillance activity comsisted of i
1,101 detections of steel hulled vessels transiiing MARKET TIME aress, Nao K
sugpleious activity was disclosed by 633 close aboard inspections and 33 -i ‘
boardings,

Since the begluning of Operation SEA LORDS 4n late October 1968 TF 115
"Swift" boats have steadily increased the extent of normal river patrol
operations, The expanded functions are carried out to frece TF 116 PER's
for employment elsewhere and to mairtain a US/GVN presence on rivers and

canals opened by prior "Swifth boat river raids, In the Rung Sat Specidl Lo

Zone two PCF's under CTG 116,9 operational control continuved routine patrols

on the Sol Rap detecting 2,210 craft and cwTylng out 703 inspections amd ;:":':"'{
S

1,053 boardings, In addition the PCT's assigned inshore patrol stations off !
{

the lower Soi Rap and Long Tau patrolled on these rivers until 20 February,
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On 18 February one "Swift® boat under the operatiomal contrel of CTG 19,.9
began patrols on the *handle® of GIANT SLINGSHOT, the Vam Co River, Here
1,005 craft were detected and LBS inmpections and 218 boardings carried out,
As in prior months "Swift® boat patrols continued on more than 70 miles of
the lower Ham Luc;ng and Co Chien rivers under the operational contrvl of
C10 115,13,

During the entire month 2 to 3 PCF's in company with an ATC maintained
routine patrols on the Rach Gilang Thanh covering that portion of the Rach
Giang Thenh/Vinh Te Canal interdiction barrisr along the Cambodian border,
In addition, patrols and operations im support of ground forces began to
take place on a near daily basis c‘m the Bay Hap and Cva Lon rivers in southern
Ca Mau Peninsula, XNear mid-February PCF's in the First Coastal Zone also
began conducting patrols on the Cua Dai River, 25 miles southeast of Danang,

Craft patrolling on all rivers carried out nmumerous gunfire support
missions and participated in frequemt ground operations by providing blocking
patrolc and landing or recovering troops, The latter aspect of operating
with reconnaisance troops and embarking a reactdon force on river incursioms
and raids marked a significant change in the nature of TF 115 river opera~
tions, Enemy forces initiating fire fighte with "Swift® boats now often
find themselves under attack by troops supported by the concentrated fire
power provided by the FCF's,

Navdl gunfire by TF 115 units scored heavily against enemy forres and

installations again in February, Destruction of enemy juvks and sampans
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vas sspecially high and hurt the Viet Cong primary means of mobility in the
areas of TF 115 cperations, A& total of 758 naval punfire missions including
i"', targets engaged on nearly 50 river ralds and patrols resulted in the destiuc- . -

tion of 1,037 junke and sarpans and 1,006 structures and burkers plus another

B77 jwnks/sampans/structurestunkerr damaged, Enemy personnel losses came B
to 131 killed (94 by body count plus 37 estimated), 50 wounded, and 9 cap=- C '_'1
e tured, In 26 hostile fire incidents and two mine detonations TF 115 units '
. sustained one killed (ome Mobile Strike Force soldier) and 24 wounded (ine :'_ 7. 2
. cluding one CES newsman and ons Mobile Strike Force soldier), Material losses o
camg to 6 "Swift* boats damaged and one sunk which was later salvaged,

Gj ' On 1 February four PCF's carried out combined cperations with ECD per-

sonne} and RF/PF {roops from Cal Nvoc along the Bay Hap River on the west
side of the Ca Mau Peninsula, At = point two mlles up river PCF's 21, 50,
72 and 93 came under AX-§7 smiper fire which was suppressed with no friendly -‘
casualties, After embarking the RF/PF units at Cal Nuoc approximately 8 miles )
up the river the craft proceeded ancther three miles to a canal running south
toward the Cua Lon River, On the canal several bunkers and t wo barrdcades
were discovered snd destroyed bty the EOD team, After sweeping along the
canal for spproximately four miles the RF/¥F's reboarded the *Swift® boats

! for the roturn trip to Cal Nuoc, On the way back to the open sea tarpets

of opportunity were fired on, Results of the day's operation totaled 15
burkors, 3 structures, S am@aﬁ, 2 barricadss, and LOO pounds of rice de.
stroyed; 5 burkers, 16 structures, and 3 sampans heavily damaged; and one
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Viet Cong suspect detained, On the 3jrd a similar operation was conducted
: by PCF's §, L3 and 50 for the second of eight incursions on the Bay Hap
"\ during the month,

At the month's end preparations were underway for basing a SEAL pla-
toon at Cal %uoe as a particularly significant operation toak place on the
28th, A tﬁ:ee PCP operation had encountered intense hostile rocket and auto-

° X matic weapors fire from pogitions three miles from the river mouth on the o

evening of the 27th wounding one crewman on PCF 23, On the morning of the
28th PCF's 23, L3 and 94 again entered the river and embarked RF/PF's from
Cal Nuoc for a probe of the enemy positions, Landing partics from PCF's 23 i

A\ %

and 94 discovered fresh spider holes and much empty brass in the area as
FCF 43 provided cover from the river, After EM personnel destroyed two
burkers the landing parties were reembarked for another probe three miles

E further up river, Heavy small arms fire was wet as the planned larding

area was neared, With 30 troops on board each craft the three "Swift® boats
responded irmediately by turning toward and beaching opposite the enemy posie
tions, This surprise maneuver caused the Viet Cong to stand and run, fol-

;‘ lowed closely by the RF/PF's, As the action moved up river PCF's 23 and 43
; followed and again came under hostile fire, Again the enemy positions were
E charzed with PCF 93 joining in the action, With the RF/PF's already ashors '
this time FC? crevmen went ashore in pursuit of the enemy, During thie .
phase of the action one Viet Cong was killed and his still loaded rocket |

launcher ceptured, Totsl results of the day's action included 30 sampans,
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) G@TWML | :




R

A_A"_'- i

RS A Ry

it b i

CONFIDENTIAL

15 structures, 7 burkers, 12 tona of rice, 1 still, and 50 gallors of liquer
destroyed; 2 sewing machines, 6 individual '\Iweapons, one rocket lamncher, amall
arms ammunition, enemy psyops waterial, a man, a woman, and a child captureds
and 10 Viet Cong killed (4 by PCF's and 6 Ly RF/PF's), Thers vere no friendly
casualties and the "Swift® boats received only minor damage,

On 11 February, 10 FCF's temed with an IFR, an IST, an NSO, a WPB, a
WHEC, an airborne spotter, Alr Force jets, and Mobile Strike Force (MSF)
troops to carry out eight hours of operations om the southern portion of the
Ca Mau Perinmuila, After preparatory naval gunfire by USCGC WACETSEY (WHEC LL),
USCOC POINT CYPRESS and DSS WHITE RIVER (LFR 535) the river incwasions began
at 1223, At the mouth of the Rach Duong Keo PCF's 43, il end 71 proceeded
approximately 2 % rdlws up river while 20 MSF troops swept up the east river

bank, Algo starting from the seme point PCF's 3, 10, and 31 proceeded about
two mdles up the Trum Gong River for a psycps broadcast, At the same time --'-;w';'ﬂ
10 miles to the east-northeast PCFls 28, 53, 60, and 103 entered the Rach 1
Nang and in jJust four mim:tes cmo-under heavy hostile fire from tha south
bark sbout one mile up river, With PCF 103 taking two rocket rounds in the
port engine and PCF 60 hit in the bow below the waterline all four craft
turned back down river and cleared the mouth about 15 minutes later, Two
men were slightly wounded in this engugement, one each from PC?'s 60 and 53,
Then an effort to save FCP 60 which was starting to settle by the bow cone

tinued for over an hour, Finally when a P-~250 was brought from the POINT CY-

PRESS BY PCF Ll the flooding was brought under control with the bow slraeady
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‘ below the surface, Temporary repairs wers then mads by WHITE RIVER as

E ) : the remaining undamaged craft assembled for another venture up the Rach
Nang after the enesy positions were hit by air strikes and naval gunfire
in the early afterncon, At 1625 PCF's 3, 10, 31, 43, Lk, and 71 with the
MSF troops embarked headed wp rlver, The troons weve l;mdod at the river
mouth and contact was soon made as PCF 71 took a rocket kit on the port
side, By 1630 the troops had swrounded the enery firing position, In
the ensuing fire fight two Viet Cong were killed and another probably
killed before the enemy retrested up river with the MSF unit in pursuit
unt4l darkness forced breakirg contact, In addition 3 crewmen on PCF 10
were wounded by broken glass, Efforts to beach PCF 71 after clearing the
river falled and the "Swift® boat sank in ten feet of water a half mile

] gouth of the river mouth, Oiher enemy losses to PCF and MSF forces during
the day came to 27 bunkers, 20 claymore mines, 28 grenades, one structure,
and one sampan destroyed; 2 iX-L” rifles captured; and numerous bunkers
damaged, Ons MSF soldler was wouvided,

On 12 Pebruary PCF's 18, 39, and 99 entered the Cua Dal and proceeded

to Hoi An in company with three Yabuta junks of Coastal Group 1lj, At Hoi An AR
g pre=Tet concert was perforzed by the Third Marine Amphibious Force drum
and bugle corps in the market place, Other psyops activities were carried

out as tapes were broadcast and mumerous materials wers passed out, On the

transit back tc sea targets of opportunity were taken under fire and light

hostile fire encountered causing no damage or casusltier,

1
3
%
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On the 2lth PCF 67, while on patxol on the Co Chien River, raceived

a requost to provide transportation for the Naval Ictelligence Liafson

) Officer, Tra Vinh, After proceeding about 2 miles up the Tra Vinh Canal
'! from the river the "Swifte boatfa stern was lifted out of the water and two ' '
crevwmen thrown overbozrd by a command detonated mine, After recovering the

] two men from the canal PCF 67 proceeded back to tbe Co Chien where PCF 22

. arrived to provide assistance, After the flooding could not be controlled

PCF 67 was beached at Coastal Group 35, Three of the six men wounded were

=" placed on PCF 22 and the other three went to Coastsl Group 35 for medevac,
After the flooding was brought under control FCP 71 made temporary repatrs amd
' proceeded to Virh Long escorted by PCF §7. '
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JAIVER PATROL FORCKE SUMMARY
February 1969

In February, in addition to resources control amd interdiction pagrols

on the rivers and canals of the Delta and ESSZ, GAME WARDEN forces con

1t :ed to support Operation SEA LORDS by conducting interdiction operations

in the Bach Gia, Vinh Te Canal, Barrioer Heef and flant Slingshot caspaigns.
Fneuy initiated incidenta were relatively infrequent for most of the R

month snd were lowest .d\u'ing the enemy~declared truce period of 15-22

February in honor of the Tet holidays. Intelligence sources continued to

look far the start of a new enemy offensive during the period around Tet.

The attacks launched by the enemy throughout the country in the early

morning hours of 23 February wers evaluated as the beginning of the new

offensive. After the initial attacks enemy activity against Naval forces 5

resined substential for about five days. The last day of the month

showed a noticeable decline to the level of the pre-offensive pariod, L
Soms intelligence reports advise that the offensive may be accomplished i
in several ph&aos.. One report states that captured documents indicate ':
there are to be three phases, of 5, 10, and 19 days respectively. . :

There were seven enemy attacks on cormercial shipping during the .
month, All of these occurred during the periocd 23-27 Pebruary. The N

5SS OCALA VICTORY on 23 February wuas attacked twice, once 20 miles south-
east of Sailgon (YS 100 645) and the second time whe1 11 miles southeast
of the capital (XS 995 765) The tirst attack was believed to be a

GROUP & Baclosure (L)
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comaand detonated mine that caused no damage to the ship; the second wae

]
l i an BPG attack that also causel no damage. The same duy, the S5 ANGKOR

came under PG attack when about 11 miles southeust of Saigon (X3 985 763)
with no dumage incurred, On 24 February, 17 miles southeast of Saigon

(TS 041 681) the S5 LAWRENCE VICTORY and the S EINELL were passing in

L f widstreaa on the Long Tau River when they came under hostile RPG sttack

from the east bank of the river, MNo hits were taken and thers were no

» | _
o 4 casualties, On 27 February in a four hour period three different shipe

ot
t ' on the Long Tau cams under hostile rocket attack. The SS AMARIA was

fired on 104 miles frow Saigon (X3 988 775), One rocket hit the ship

i ) ’ ’ causing minor damage. The Jupanose ship WACO MARU recelved two rocket

Y
rounds 134 miles from Saigon (YS 048 722), taking one direct hit sud

incurring minor damsge, The previcusly mentioned LAWRENCE VICTORY

received 7 rockets from a point 18 miles southeast of Salgon (IS 038 &48),
‘ L teking two hits on the starboard side and suffering sminor damage. There
were no friendly personnel casualties during any of these atiacks. Enemy
casuslties as a result of PER and Seawolf return fire are unknow.
.' 1 During this reporting period GAME WARDEN units detected 168,448 craft

’ and conducted 36,820 inspections and 53,435 bosrdings. This is slightly
less than & 2 percent decreass over last month's detections. Although thers

3 : has been a decrease in the mumber of detections made by GAME WARKDEN forces
over the past few months, this is explained by the fact that TP 115 uxits

,‘_'_ K have been called upon to support various SEA LORDS operationsi, Thelr former
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!tnt.io.n and the responsibility for rescurces and population control on the

lower parts of tha rivera of the Delta have been assumed by TF 115 units,
Urdted States Navy fatalitios for the month'wexrs eix, a forty percent

decrease from last month's figure, The enemy, in the meantixe, suffersd

an almost U1 porcent inoresse in his fatalities, ¥his month's enemy killed

wors 189 (body count) and 121 (probatle),
Aboat 0100 on 3 February a gmup of SEALs were inserted by LSSC on

an inlard 1) miles west of My Tho (XS 325 408). The LSSC and the two
PER's in company then placed a blockade around the area while the SEALs
began a houss to house search, One Viet Cong was uncovered in a spider-
hole and utilized as a guide for the rest of the search. They followed
a foot print trall into heavy brush at the edge of the island, alteapted
to get the Viet Cong to come out of the brush and fd.ling{oponed fire on
the area, Four Viet Cong were killed and another was wounded, Thirteen
Vietnanese males wore detained as a result of the housa search. After

Lorrogation of the detainees, nine were released, two were classified
Vist Corg on their own adnisaion and two others were listed as draft
dodgers. The four prisoners were turned over to the My Tho police for
dieposition.

As part of Operation KEEL HAUL, on the evening of 11 February, three
anbushes wsre set up along the Vaau Co Dong River, utilizing two PBR's
at each location. A roving patrol of two PER's was established on the
river, remaining in the area of operations. The roving patrol, PER's
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4D and 123, were proteeding north on the river to rendesvous with tango

CONVIDENTIAL

boats, also part of the operation, when they came under heary rockst
and a.utoutic wsapons fire from the west bank of the river about 9 miles
northwast of Tuc Hoa (X5 468 038), The enemy ambush ares was estimated
to be LOO meters long and contained four B-LO rocket positions ard
1012 automatic weapons positions. The lead boat, PBR 123.. received
one B-40 rocket hit on the forecastle centerline cleat, PBR LD, the.
cover boat, recsived two B-40 rounds in the stern sheet arsa. The
c‘ovcx; boat raz aground on the east bank of the river at full speed
ending up 25-%0 woters inlard of the beach. Initial U.S. casualtles
were one wounied on the lead boat; ome killed, one missing, and two
wounded, ons cf them critically, an the cover boat. The critically
wounded saileor subsequently died of woumds and the sailor listed as
missing was lazter found dead. PER'S from oneof the ambush sites raced
to the scems. With the arrival of the tango boats, 60 troops from

€ Company, 2/27th Infantry were inserted for perimeter security for
salvage operations., Two alfa boats and two tango boats were needed

to pull the PZ3 off the beach. After succeasfuly freeing the boat

it wvas towed to Tra Cu, While searching for the miasing in action sailor,
a amall enexy arms cache was discovered. Eunemy casualties for this en-
counter ars WMo

During early afternoon of 16 Februsry, 17 miles west of Duc Hoa on
the Vam Co Dong River (XS 490 965), PER's 753 and 754 received ome
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reccilless-rifle round and three rockets from the east bank of the river.
PER 753 sustained hits portside forward of the coxswain's flat, resulting
in a holing of ths hull and a fire sboard the boat. Both crews fought the
fire until it became uncontrollable; the bost was then abandoned and the
crew boarded PER 754, The PHR was engulfed in flsme and rewained in
mid-stream circling out-of-control finally beaching on the east bank of
tha river. After the ammunition and fuel tanks blew up the PBR sank.
Two personnol were wounded slightly in the ettack. Enemy casualties
are unknown.

The following day, 3 miles southwest of Duc Hoa, (XS 562 934) in the

early afternoon, PBR's 842 and 754 came under rockot and automatic weapons

fire., PER 754 wa< hit in the coxswains' flat, killing the boat captain

and wounding thres of the crew. The PER's left the area for medevac amd
were replaced by another patrol actlrg au.on scens commander for LHFT
and artillery fire. Enemy casualties are unknown.

01 19 Pebruary, 9 miles east of Tan An (XS 700 668), TU 195.9.5 was
in night waterborne ambush position onr the west bank of the Vam Co Dong
River. The boat et the southern end of the ambush sighted three sampans,
with four occupants each, enter the river from a small canal on the cast
bank and proceed north staying near the east bank, The PER's illuminated
the sampans and took them under fire. No return fire was ro;:oivod. The
sampans were ;ulled from the bank to tha middle of the river for inspect-
ion, Eight 6: the Viet Cong were killed and the other four were listed
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) as probable kills. Three AX-47's and a box of assorted medicines wnd
] ) . documents were rocovered from the sampans. There were no U, S. casual~
ties.

Six PHR's were requested by the senior sector advisor of Tra Cu to
block a canal three to five miles west of 7~ "u (XR 30§ 702 to XR 335
71,) on tha early afternoon of 24 Pebruary. The request was initiated
as » result of the inability of pinned down RF/PF forces to pursue
Viet Cong troops escaping from the firefight area. The PHR's haa
previocusly been requested to place 60-tm mortar fire into the same area

in support of the Vietnamese troops. The PHR's requested Seawolf cover
i’ 1 for the incursion. With the arrival of two Seawolves, the PHi's antered -
l ' the canal. lLight automatic weapons fire was encountered and the PER's ‘ k
returnsd and suppressed the fire, The Seawclves placed strikes in the
same areas and at targets along the canal designated by a forward alp
i controller (FAC) on ths scene, As the PHi's advanced up the canal, h
- they took armed evading personnel under fire, killing 11, one of which
] was & Viet Cong tax extortionist, and wounding another. The Seawolves
K : returned to their IST for replenishment and returned to the srea upon )
1 its completion. Whey they returned the PER's departed from the canal :} 5 :.'1

and the Seawolves placed strikes on targets of opportunity as designated ]
by FAC. Seawolves strikes accounted for an additional 16 of the enemy . b
o killed. There were no U. 5. casuslties,

Beacting to intelligence of a Viet Cong wedding to be held on 25 i
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Pebrusry, with 20-30 VCI/guerrillas in attendance, four PER's embarked

30 PP's and 14 National Police fram Csi Be and proceeded to the area

7 miles northeast of Vinh Xong (XS 157 408). At the same t4i-.e 30 troops

of 2/39th Infantry Battalion, U. S. NINTH Division proceeded to the area

by helo. As the boats approached the lunding area 25 c¢iviliana, spparently
pari of the wedding ceramony, scattered into ths in%erior of tho island,
The troops from the boats begsn immediste pursuit and the PER's spread out
to block the area from the river, Army troops inland had scattered con-
tact shortly after landing but the Viet Corng broke off immediately, A
sumpar. with three u]_.aa sboard left the landing ares and headed south,
ignoring the warning shots of the PER's, As the sampan approached the south
bank it was taken under direct fire, One male Jumped from the sampan and
started swimming to the beach., He was taken under fire and killed. The
sampan was apprehended and the two occupants wers turned over to U. S. Ammy
S-2 Cai Be. The troops continued the cordon and search axd several Viet
Cong and the bride in the wedding ceremony were captured. One Chieu Hod

to USA troops stated he could lead them to his weapon., The troops returned
inland with the Chieu Hol while the PBR's axtracted the PF'as and National
Police. Returning to shore with the Chieu Hol and his weapon for pickup
by the P3R, the Army troops encountered one Viet Cong squad and killed

two of them in the resulting fire fight. A total of five Viet Cong were
detained. There were no friendly casualties. '

At the request of the Tra On senior sector advisor two Seawolves were
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scrambled, in mid-morning 24 February, to support U.S.-adviged troops
in heavy contact with the enemy within three kilometers of the Tra (a

(XR 04l 046 ~ XR O47 O46). The Vietnmmese troops were being pinned

down by a crew served sutomatic wetpon. The LHFT placed multiple strikes

in the area and received hoavry automatic weapons fire on each pass. After

rearming and refueling, the Seawolves deliversd the HA(L)-3 flight surgson
to treat 14 friendly wounded, then placed additional strikes in support

of the troops, The Seawolves were credited with 20 Viet Cong killed,

Bofore returning to Binh Thuy, they embarked four of the Vietnsuwse

wounded for medevac to Can Tho.
While patrolling the Vinh Te Canal on the night of 27 February, the

lead boat of TU 116,5,2 was struck by an underwater explosion 16 miles

southwest of Chau Doc (VS 925 685), The mine exploded under the stern

of the boat throwing three of the crewmembers overboard and knocking
the boat captain and patrol officer to ths deck, The gates were Jammed

open as & result of the explosion and the boat beached. Seawolves were
scrambled and the cover boat picked up the personnel in the water. Twe
PER patrols, one from Tinh Bilen and the other from an ambush position

east of Tinh Bien arrived on the scene and secured the area around the

PER and landing zone. The Seawolves medevaced thres of the crew to

Cheu Doc. Harassment and interdiction fire from the Ba Xoai Special
Forces camp was spotted into the field between the border and the minfug

site., The minod PER was taken under tow to Tinh Bien. Ko enemy fire was

received during the entire incident.,
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RIVERINE ASSAULT FORCE SUMMARY
February 1909

Twanty-five river assault craft of River Division 91 were tumed

over 1o the Vietnamase Navy ou 1 Fedbruary, in cerommies almgside
USS BENEWAH (APB - 35), flagship of CTF 117. Viee Admiral Zwwalt,

CCMi AVFORV/CHNAVADGRU and Commodore Chom, Vietnamese Chief of Naval Oper-
ations presided. As of 1 February, River Assault Division 91 was disaolved,
MRF activity continued in tho same pattern estgblished in recent
mocths  with MRG "AM supporting unita of the 2nd Brigede, U. 3. 9th In-
faatry Division in Kien Hoa Province, and MRG "B" roving tha lower Delta

in support of Vietnamese Infantry snd Marine Corps operatims.

After several months hiatus, eneny initiated fire fights (ENIFFts) re-
suzed on 16 February against MRO "A™ assault craft in Kiem Hoa Province.
Naval craft cams under attack 1k times during the manth. The increased
exeny activity in Kien Hoa is reflected in the substantial increase in
his losses, an average of 23 KIA per day. Unevaluated for the most part,
are the results of MRF return and supprossion fire.

Although MRG "B" craft came under attack 13 times during the month,
gound contact during operations or sfter quick reaction insertione was
in general, light, as the enemy remained plusive.

Twenty-nine river assault craft of RAD 92 continued to work in the
CILANT SLINGSHOT Operation arsa, supporting troop lift of CIDG (Civilian
Irregular Defanse Group), PRU, RF/FF and U, S. Arsy units almg with os-
cort and patrol duties. MRF forces along the Vam Co Tay and Vam Co Dong

., Sroup L ' Enclosure (5 )
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Rivers incurred emexy hostile fire 14 times during the month.
- Enemy swimmer activity within each of the mobiles rirmerine bases wos
observed om six separate occasions by vigilant lonkouts. Hull insped-

tions rsvegled negative results an all occasims.

2l e

el

The following table indicates the extent and diversity of MRF boat
assignment during s typical day in February:
ACTIVITY/OPERATION MRF CRAFT ASSIONED

' ISP MO MM OB REMELLE

2nd Brigade, U, S. 9th
i Infantry Division (MRG "A") i5 n s 1 2

Lth Battalioa VNMC (MR *BW) L 6 3 1 .
F . Operation GIANT SLINOSHOT "1 3\ e
; Task Unit 116,51 2 2 I fl
. Task Group 115.b 1
X MRG "A" Base Defense 1% 1

MRG "B* Base Defunse 5 W0 1 2 1 N

! Casualty Reports 1 1 1
Overhaul/Canversion/Backfit 1 8 3 1
Totalss W %o T3 13

Transfarred to Vietnamese Navy
1 February: 8 3 3 1
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TASK GROUP 117.1 OPERATIONS

‘ . Standard watermobile, airmobile and infantry activity centinued this

PO month as MRG*A" operated primarily in several districts of Kien Hoa Pro-

: vince. '

Infantry troops experienced occaslonally heavy contact and the high-
ost menthly casualty total cn record was inflicted on the enemy as he
lost 678 Ki11sd, 8 wounded and 19l detained. U. S. casuslties were 26
killed (1 USK, 25 USA) and 187 wounded (35 USN, 152 USA). Navy casual-
tles mounted as the enemy reinastituted attacks ageinst MRG "A" assault
craft on ths Een Tre end Ha Lal Rivers. Enexy initiated fire fights

(INIFf's) begin n 16 February and continued throughout the month,

On two occasions, RAC came under particularly heavy and woll-aimed
_ fire during BiIFF's originating from river banks. At 1230 an 24 February,
i . while enroute to landing sites with Delta Company of the 3/L7 Infantry

enbarked, mits of RAD 131 received combined rockel and automatic weapms

fire from both banks of the Song Ba Lai, at a positian three miles north-

east of Ben Tre (XS539 363). Six craft were hit resulting in 11 USH

TG T

wounded (nane serious) and only 1light damnage to the bouts. Fire was re- ) .f
turned and stroressed with unknown results. On 27 Februaary, RAD 112,
enroute to beach sites on the Song Ba lLai with ALFA Company of the 3/6Cth

sl T P

i

Infantry aboard, came under neavy rocket, recoilless rifle and automatic

i

woapons fire from both banks at a position four miles northeast of Ben Tre

T
T

- “(r-’s. %
-'v- A ,.,.‘._.‘-""'

(X5 575 347). Fire was retumed and suppressod. Twelve USN were wounded :f'_'-:"
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in this encounter (B minor, I serious) and cne VG was killed. Five of
the assault craft recalved hits.

Enewy swimmers with SCUBA gear were sighted within close proximity
of the USS VERNGN COUNTY (LST 1161) at MRB ALFA, at Dong Tam, on two
succeasive days - at 1635 an the 25th and at 2120 on the 26th. A swimmer
was sighted climbing cut of the watar on ths 25th. He was taken under
fire by a 3/60th Infantry mniper on board APL-26 snd was listed as a pro-
bable VC illed. In both cases concussion grenades .wero dropped into the
water. Subsequent huZl inspections by EOD personnal had negative results.

A Viet Cong attempt to emilate the MRF occasicned disastrous resultis.
Two platoons of Xifa Company, 3/60th Iafantry in night positions along
the Rach An Birh, three miles southeast of Mo Cay (XS 501 157), detected
three large motorized sampans moving northuard along the waterway, recca-
ning the banks by fire. The soldiers quickly set up an ambush and tock
the sampans under fire. Twenty-one of thc enemy wore killed and three
sampans were captured. There were no U. S, casualties:

TASK GROUP 1i7.2 OPERATIONS

Water blockades along the Song Can Tho and XKinh Xa Mo in Pheng Dinh
Province, Legun 30 January, cantinued this month, The 21st ARVN Infantry
Division had been conducting recomnaissance-in-force operations to pre-
vent massing of VG forces in the area. The RAC, working in comjunctim
with elements of the 21st ARVN Infantry Division, established a water
blockade slang the Song Can Tho from the Cai Rang Bridge (WS 826 059) in
FPhong ‘Dinh Province tb.a point eight miles west.or Cax Tho (WS 710 100).
and along the KEinh Xa Mo from Thuan Mon (¥R &3 223) to the‘:)uncti_on of‘
the 'Xinh Xa Mo and Song Cat The:.. One company each ’of thu
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] 2rd Battalion Vietnamese Marine Corps and the 295th Phong Dinh Reglonal

¢ Force Company were enbarked as ready reaction forces. During the opera-
tion, which 1lasted until the meming of 3 February, a total of 7,659 sax-

o F e ™
. .

pans were processed resulting in 62 detainesa, 3 of which were confirmed i
Viet Cong. Oround forces reparied only light and sporadic coamtact: {
throughout.

On 23 February, RAS 15 comenced operatims in Tam Binh District of

b i
sl

e

Vinh Long Province in support of units of the 9th ARVN Infantry Divisioa.

Mission objectives were tu destroy enemy bunkers ynd defensive positions
in enemy base area 478 and to conduct riverine asspult and eagle float e
operatims as part of an extezsive $th ARVN Infantry campaign to drive -
the VC from the area. Enemy resistance was encountered early, as two i
B-LO rocket grensdes wers fired st the RAC at 1255 on the 23rd, shortly

after backloading troops banks of the Rmh Ba Ke, three wiles rorth of 4
Tan Binh (XS 082 177). One recket hit the coxsvain's flat on A-152-1 J
wounding two sailors. The craft returned and cuppressed the fire. Oae :
company eof troops was landed &3 a reaction force md established light-

contact, killing two VC and capiuring ane B-LO launcher and one AX-4L7. R
One ARVN soldier was killed amd two wounded. Supporting heldcoptar gune SR

ships and fixed-wing airerafi placed atrikes oan the ensmy positions pf- !
tor the RAC departed the area. The aircraft destroyed six bunkers, daw- an ‘

aged four mnd cbasrved three secondary explosiona, Frequent trotp inses
tins gained 1light and sporadiic contact as the operation continued, Monitor
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105-mm howitzer and LHFT fire into ouspected enery troop concontrations
produced several large secondary explosions, Thus far in February, RAS 15
units in the Tan Binh area have received hostile fire 10 times, one sailor
has been killed and 19 wounded; 10 Viet Cong are known dead, MRO "B¥ EOD
*  personnel have destroyed 132 Yurkers slong riverbanks as the operation cone
tinues into March, '
Enamy swimmer sightings occurred within MRG “B® on 5, 7, and 9 February,

In each case, results of swimmer search and hull investigations were negative,
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Detections
Inspections
Boardings
Craft detained
Persons detained
Viet Cong suspects
Hostile fire incidents 28 » 27 + 1ywn
Enemy cesualtiest

CONFIDENTIAY

USN STATISTICAL SUMMARY

February 1569
MARKET TIME  OAME WARDEN  MOBILE RIVERINE NORCE

47,034 168,L48 -
17:153 36:820 5,458
10,190 53,435 »

* 0 »

696 667 276 + 2an
56 a8 “

a, Killed 131 (9L BC + 37 mg) 194 (BC)+1 N (PROB) T06(RC) + hh(m}/sw

b, Wounded 5(BC)+ 12(PROB)
¢, Captured 9 i3 17
USN casualtiess
o -KilleA O%an 6 (bow) 2 USN/25 USA/+ 1 TShes
b, Wounded 2l 87 L6 usN/156 USA
¢, Captured 0 0 o .
d, Mssing 0 0 .2 UsA
Enamy material losseas
a, Destroyed: ’
‘(1) Jurks or sampans 1,037 132 L0/+ Sun
(2) Structures 1,006 227 796/+ 2389
b, Capturods:
(1) Jurks or sampans 2 - 20 1
(2} Weapons | See page 2 67
(3) Ammunition (rounds) 0 See page 2 35,390/+ 68,40ne
(L) Rice {(tons)iL(destroyed) See page 2 Y
¢, Damaged: '
(1) Jurks or sampans 233 2N -
(2) Structures 6Ll 16} -

USN material lossess

a, Destroyeds

(1) Surface craft o 1 o
(2) Helicopters .0 0 -
b, Damageds
(1) Surface craft TiHH 34 27unnuu/bun
(2) Helicopters o 3 »
SAR missions - » -

Remarks ¢

GROUP 4

§§ f1.

Not available

Occurred on Glamt Slingshot operations

In addition there were 1 USA KIA, 1 USA WIA & 1 CES mewsman
WIA on T¥ 194 (MARKET TIME Raider) operations,

PCF 7L sank on 1 Februmy and was later salvaged

Includes 1 ATC capsized not as a result of enamy action
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TF 116 Captured Weapons/Ammunition

oB

Individual weapons
(lrenades

107-ma rockets (complete)
RFG-7 rocket rounds

B--4O rockets

B=L1 rockets

Water mine (100 1lbs)
Land mines

3 1b blocks of C-l
Bangalore torpado ’
Clips/magazines for individusl weapons
Small arms rounds

Chicom machine-gun amo

TF 116 Captured Foodstuffs

600 1k Rice
1,080 1bs  Salt

- el ‘-. - - - .
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o A f NAVAL ADVISORY GROUP

R § ) February 1969 L
f;" 1' . ) Vietnamese Navy ‘ -
B :” The Vietnamese Navy encountered moderate enemy activify throughout ' e .
; F nost of the month of Pebruary with an increase in harrassmest, mortar, ,
|E - , mining, and sapper attacke cormencing 23 February vhen the announced Viet : :
t. _ Cong Tet cease fire was over, These attacks appsared to be iuntended as a : 71
- ' show of force as there was a decrease in enemy initd.a‘.‘bed incidenta after ' *

the 25th, The Fleet Command Ships, Coastsl Force, and Riverine Unite, op-
erating in their respective tactical u-eujperfomd a variety of missions

; including patrols, escort, naval gunfire support, loglstie support, . L

1 and -saphitdous assaults, The increase in the muxber of coordinated VNN/ISN . . .‘1
.‘::f ] operations Qdded to an expanding Vietnamese Navy role in the war effort, :
“ ‘ - While providing grester coverage of the waterways, the eopansion of the VNN ..,w,j
: . A

: operations on to the Vam Co Tay and Yam Co Dong rivers, and the Rach Glang
r‘_-.‘ ;’ Thanh and Vinh Te Canal has hampered enemy personnel and material infiltra-

_ tion, Intelligence sourcea indicate the presence of VNN forces in these _
;.‘ - areaz has brought sbout improved relations with the local people, v
On 1 February aboard the Motdle Riverine Force flagship, USS BENEWAH )

(APB 38), Vice Admiral E, R, ZUMWALT, Jr,, Comandex U, 5, Kaval Forces,
i Vietnam/Chief, Naval Advisory Group, turned over 25 U, S, Kavy river craft
" 40 the Vietnamese Navy underthe accelerated rurnover ?rogr-a (ACTOV). The s

25 vessels; three ICM "Monitors", one Command and Commmications Boat (CCB),
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eight Assault Patrol Support Boats (ASPB's), and thirteen Armored Troop
Carriers (ATC's), are now divided into two Vietnumese River Assault and
Interdiction Divisiors (RAID 70 and RAID T1), Their mission, as their
name implies, is to conduct river assault and assume an interdictlon role
similar to efforts now being made by the U, S, Navy units in the Mokong
Delta, '

The indtial utilization of the two RAID'a was in: GIANT SLINOSHOT
Operations, FAID 70 units are stationed on the Vam Co Tay River with
one CCB, one monitor, four ATC's, and two ASPB's at Tan An and four ATC's
and one monitor at Tuyen Nhon, RAID 71 uniis are stationed on the Vam Co
Dong River with one monitor, three ATC's, and three ASPB's at Ben ILuc and'.
two ATCt's and three ASPB's at TraCu, ‘' ~ " . ",

During the period 20 through 22 February the RAID units commenced the
integration into the GIANT SLINGSHOT Cperation as they rendezvousad with
TF 116 ard TF 117 urdts presently ascigned on the Vam Co rivers, After re-
ceiving indoctrination in tactics, trainirg, commrnications, snd VHN opera-
tions center,copabilities, the RAID's. were ready.to:commence operations,

Operation KEEL HAUL II of the GIANT SLINGSHOT Operation was launched
at 218004, On the third night of the operatian, 23 February, an' inte-
grated heavy convoy consisting of one VNN ASPB, one U,S, ASPB, and two U.,S,

Q’E_'a with troops embarked departed Tra Cu heading south on the Vam Co
Dong River, The heavies were preceded by two U,S, PBR's in normal KEEL

HAUL fashion as the entire force assumed a convoy posture while patrolling

Enlosure {7)
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the river, During the patrol an arbush unit of one VNN ASPR and one V.S,
ASFP received automatic wespors and B-LO rocket fire from both banke of
the river, Both boats sustained B-LO rocket hite resulting in two J.5,
wounded, including the U,S. advisor on the VNN boat, and two VEN peraonnel
wounded, who were treated at Tra Cua and returned to duty, After the fire
fight all undits cleared 4he area and a B-52 strike was placed at the loe
cation of the attack, Later that night Tra Cu came undex attack receiving
seven rounds of 02-mm mortar, The mortar positions were pin-pointed and
taken under fire with LO-mm cannon from a Monitor, Three secondary explosions
were sighted, ' :
frha next day the final phase of Operation XEKEL HAUL II took piace, At
21450 five Viet Cong were obsarved moving toward one U,S, ASPB and ona VXN
ASPB, They were tsken under fire by the US/VNN force at point blank ramge,
The two units cleared the area and then returned for two more firing runs,
After heavy artillary was placed irmto the position, the two ASPB's and U.S,
PBR's made a ae#rch with negative results, XEEL HAUL II was completed at
0030H, 25 February.,

Operations to interdict persomnel and material infiltrations across
the RVN/Cambodian border into RVN were expanded to include VNN urdts, The
_Fourt.h Coastal Zone Commander (VNN) is in command of VNN forces consisting
of two Coastal Groups (B Command, 23 Xien Glang, and 6 Yabuta Junks), 80
Raiders {Reaction Troops), approximately 30 persomnsl for the operationsl
command, and a repalr/support team, The four LCVP's and two FOM's asaigned
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to the Vinh Te Operation from RAG 26 which chopped to the VNN junk force on
2) February are included in the aperation, Primary support bases are the
VNN ICU at Chau Doc and the VNN AKL LS1 at Ha Tien, Additional staging
sights will be establishsd as the tactical situation dicta’es,

On 19 February the newly arrived junk advisors were given a tour of
the Virh Te Canal by CTG 116,5 and 116,5.2, Discussions with the advisors
included operational aress of each element, recognitlon signals, and operating
techniques, Most of the jurk operations will be limited to the Vinh Te Canal
from Chau Doc to Tien Birh, due to the present low water level, U,S, Navy
forces will cover the reraining tactical area,, *

Although the first rission of the expanded cperation enmtitled TRAN :
KUNG DAO was conducted when two VNN PCF's, two Command junks, four Kien Glang
Junks, and 40 Ralders patrolled up the Rach Giang Thenh from Ha Tien on the
8th of February, the nevly arrived junks did not commence patrols until the
23rd of February, when ttey sailed down the Vinh Te Canal toward Tinh Bien,
Approximately three and one half miles from Tinh Bien the junks ran aground,
When the water level rose again, the jurks patrolled eastward with negative
results,

Vietnamese Varine Corpa

Operating in IIT and IV CTZ the Vietnamese Marire Corp (VMMC) and their
U. S, Advisors experienced light erermy contact throughout the wonth with the
exception of the Sth Pattalion which experienced heavy fishting in the last

days of February,
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Brigade "A", comprised of Brigsds Headquarters, lst and 6th Infantry I o ]

rq Battalions, and Battery "CY, VNMC Artillary Battalion, conducted reconnale-

“ sance in force operations under the OPCON of the 25th ARVN Division in the T e ® tos

vicinity of Tgy Ninh, III CT2, On 6 February the Brigads moved to Binh Duong : ‘

Province under the opsrational control of the Sth ARVN Division and conducted

reconnaissance missions there for the remaihder of ihe month with light contact, ' : E o
N ’ L

The 6th Battalion returned to Thu Duc OPCON to JGS and remained there until

i hesnilonn S

10 February whon they relieved the 2nd Battalion of Brigade "B" in IV CTZ
under the control of the 2lst ARVN Division, The 6th Battalion conducted

AR RS i - s

joint riverine operations for the rest of the ronth with the 2lst ARVN, o ]
®

experiencing scattered enemy contact,
Brigade "B" including Brigade Headquarters, the 2nd and Lth Infantry

T o T ——
FR S ORI EU YU S,

Battalions, and Battery D" of the VNMC Artillery Battalion conducted riverine/

reconnaissance operations in IV CTZ throughout the month under the control
The 2nd

of the Z1st ARVN Division, Enemy contact was reported as light,

e '.K T I
e . I"|.-A ..‘ L.
N
e
;
e
N
i
"y .

Battalion, which was relieved by the 6th Battalion on 10 Februsry, returned

to their base camp at Thu Duc and remained in reserve until 26 February when

the battalion was summoned to reinforce the lLong Bien Special Zone in Bien
Hoa Province, Battery D", which was relieved on the 10th by Battalion #B%, BRI L

b o giaiaoy oo e
DRSS
'

)

returned to Saigon for the rest of the month under the Capital Military Dia-

trict control, R .
. ® ®
The 3rd Battalion was initially in reserve at its base camp at Thu Due, IR

On 6 February the marines commenced reconnaissance missions in force in Tay
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4 ' Mink and Binh Long Provinces, ITI CTZ, OPCON to the 2nd Brigade U, S, Alr
- ; Calvary Division, From 8 - 11 February the 3ird Battalion uncovered 12 wea-
H : pons and munitions caches which were repurtec to be the largest weapoms
s caches ever discovered by South Vietnamese trecops, Included in the caches
were 2L0-mm rockets never scen before in Vietnam, The 3rd Battalion’ :e-.
maining with the U,S, Adr Cavalry in the IIT CTZ throughout the month, per-
ticipated in reconnalssance rmissions with very little additional resuits,
The 5th Battalion operated under the 18th ARVN Division im IIX CYZ,

Conducting reconnalssance operations, the battalion encountered 1ight con=

B

tact through 22 February, On 23 February the 3rd Battalion was placed mnder
OPCON of the Long Bien Special Zone by the Commanding General IXI Corps,
While providing security for the Bien Hoa POW Camp and acting as a reserve
force for the Long Binh Special Zone, the battalion made contact with WVA

regulars on 26 and 27 February, The two day battls was the scens of heavy

fighting as 15L of the enemy died and 2l were captured, Friendly casualties
included four marines killed and 29 wounded,

Battery "AW of the Artillery Battallon, underwent training at the Due
¥y Training Centexr, Duc My, Vietnam, the flrst part of February and remsined 1

at their base camp at Thu Due under the JGS for the rest of the momth,
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A VAN/VRMC STATISTICAT, SUMMARY

February 1909

VIETNAVEEE NAVI:

Daily Averape Searched Detained
GerBm)  Jws  Teole Jwks  Feople
COASTAL TORCE 56 6 65 55 70 p %
~ 1 . .0 13, 0
o i8lo  f6l9  zhorch  sob 2 29
v 56.9 56,2 by7ld 15,757 24 166 3
Sub-Totals: 49,972 156,276 72 s
#FIELT COMMAND : - :
“FATRCL SrRITS 33.1 26,1 1,992 6,804 5 Y l K
RIVERTKE AREA o=
T CRAFT 18k 17,0 5,750 18,928 0 0 ‘
#GEN RESERVE
— FoxB 5549 L9.6 3,047 9,1 -2 -
TOTAIS: 60,761 191,Ba 4 535
4
VIETNAMESE MARINE CORPS ¢ -
vC/NVA KIA: 2Ll Captured: 18 Suspects detained: 8
vIMe XIA: 28 WIA: 193 MIAt o
# Provided 77 punfire support missions, o
# Includes RAG 27, RTEG and RPG 51, 3
GROUP &4 Enclosure ( 8)
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During ths month ancther

enexy propaganda which proclaims that Awarican forces are woald-be con-

quarors who asek to replace the French colouialists, Many signs .
Aaroughout the country announce the presence of various U. S. inatalla- \

tiems or truck routes, 1n the past, these aigns have been printed al-

wost exclusively in Eaglish. In an effort to maintain the proper GVN/UY

relationship, all signs were made bi-lingual, with Bnglish gobordinate
10 the Vietnamese. In itself, this appears a ~ather insignificant wove
b, in reality, aay action that denies the enexy a yource of propaganda

sad, at the cane tire, ehsnces the image of the South Vietnawsse govern-

gent with the pcpulace, is important %o the paychological operations ef-
furt, i

Lowlepeaker brosdcasts continued to be highly utilised thls month
a’th an estimated 1100 hcura of broadcasts reported. For the wost part,

thedo broadcgsts have been'ver,r affective. On 25 February, FiR's played

taree hours of broadcast tapes in the Tra Cu pPistrict of Vinh Binh Pro- ' o

ines, stiressing the heavy VC battle losscs that octurred in that area on
Uie 23rd. The following mornlng, two males and cne femals rallied to
Coastal Croup 36, stating that they rallled as a roxml*. of the previous
right's broedcasts., Conversely, a fol Chan who rallied to the U4S

KUNTERDON COUNTY (1ST 838) on the 18th stated that the FER broadcssts and
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leaflet drops vers ineffectivs in his area.(the Cu Lao Dung Island/long
Phu District of Ba Juyen Province) which is directly across the Bassac
River from the first incideat mentioned. In part, this appareat contras=
diction may be explsined bocause the second rallier comes from & VC-Con-
trolled ereg where pecple are not pormitted to pick up or resd the lsaf-
lets; aloso, PER's have recantly conducted extemsive offensive opsrations
in cooperation with local district forces in that area Quring the past
menth,

The period of Tot provided an excellant opportunity for participa~
tim in Civic Action. In Dunang, the Naval Support Activity provided
4,000 family packages to the mayor of Densng for distributicn to needy

ltml.ueu. These packages contained rice, cloth and fruit and the con-

tents were purchascd on the local market at a cost of 1,200,000 VN$,
This act not only helped the poor but also stimalated the local economy.
The PCF's of 10 115.4,.in a similar act, presented 125 Tat packages to
the village chief of Tra Pho Village (VS530 552) for distribution to hia
poopls..

The enemy atiacks on 23 February caused g major setback to the Civie
Action prograr in the Danang ares. The Civic Action Ludbaryard, its en-
tiro supply of lusber and cement and several vehicles, ganerstors, hand
tools and other miscellansous gesr valued at $110,000 were completely
destroyed, Every effort 1s being made to acquire new supplies and equipe
wnt to got the program moving agein.
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3 MEDCAFS during the month were estimated to have treated 23,000 per-

U A g 7

o scanel. A total of 30 Hoi Chanhs rallied to the Naval Forces.
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